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PREFACE.

Whatever may be the success of this book, the labor
expended in the preparation of it has been very great.
The unhappy land whose story is here recorded had,
until very recently, almost sunk .out of observation,
and its very name had become understood more as a
metonym for literary vagabondage than as expressing
the dwelling place of a once great nation. The history
of Bohemig:is totally unknown to the great majority
of English gpeaking people. But the presence of a
large body ot Bohemians in the United States, the
association of some members of that nation with the
very foundation of the American colonies and their
experiences in Europe identical with those of the other
pioneers of our Commonwealth, render the history of
Bohemia’'s career essential to the education of every
American. Citizens will perhaps hear with incredu-
lity the assertion that the civil constitution of Bohemia
is the parent of that of England and of our own.
Well may the Americans study the story of centuries’
struggle to maintain and transmit an institutional sys-
tem, almost identical with that of the United States,
during those dark ages when almost all semblance of
a recognition of popular institutions had elsewhere
disappeared. To the many struggles of Bohemia we
owe the perpetuation of our boasted freedom in an era
when only the Bohemian arm was raised in its de-
fense. Lovers and champions of human rights, as
Americans are, they may welcome the recital of a tale
of rugged heroism in defense of strictly popular prin-
ciples, five, six, yes, seven centuries before the sail
of the Mayflower wafted a similar “body politic” to

our shores. Americans will learn with still greater
5
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admiration, and possibly with astonishment, that the
spirit that maintained and fought, and held, and al-
most died many times duricg six centuries, has never
been subdued, though often beaten, and almost crushed
into obliteration for two hundred and seventy years.
Especially sad is the recital, and replete with narra-
tion of agonies certainly unequalled since )erusalem
fell before Titus. So persistent has been the struggle
for liberty, for a free mind, and a free body, for popu-
lar self-government and national independence, and
so fierce, relentless, and barbarous has been the vio-
lence employed for the annihilation of these coveted
rights, that the spirit of revenge has attempted, with
large success, to obliterate the very record of the
struggle, lest its purposes and its character should be
known. Even the perpetrators of all these horrors
against Bohemia have not scrupled to cast out the
name of that land as a synonym of vagabondage. Bo-
hemia’s early enlightenment and free civil policy in
one sense proved its misfortune, inasmuch as the rest
of the world was then too barbarous and too cruel
either to understand or to tolerate it. Hence the es-
pecial difficulty of providing connected materials for
a continuous narrative. The enemies of Bohemia have
always directed their especial venom against its liter-
ature. In every age when its efforts for enlightenment
became conspicuous and palpably useful, the good was
savagely beaten down and extirpated from the earth.
Only by remnants discovered at intervals outside its
borders,, from Italy to Sweden, and from Silesia to
Scotland, have chroniclers and scholars been able to
secure the memorials sufficient for a history. With a
shocking brutality of inhumanity the persecutors of
Bohemia repeatedly swept. every discoverable and ac-
cessible vestige of the native literature to utter de-
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struction. Again and again has the work of centuries
been effaced by the fury of the devastator; and as late
as A. D 1849, there were those who traversed the
land destroying Bohemia’s books with as much vindic-
tiveness as of old, as many persons now citizens of the
United States can testify. That this narrative may be
the better understood, it is proper here to premise that
five principal periods constitute the story of Bohemia:

I. From the foundation of the nation to the death
of Otakar II. A. D., 1278.

II. From 1278 to the close of the Hussite wars,
1435.

III. From the Hussite wars to the Reformation
period and the calamities of 1545.

IV. From 1545 to the dreadful disasters and cruel
sufferings, 1620-1635.

V. From that period to the revival of Bohemian
language and life, 1848-1870.

Of these periods the first is necessarily explanatory
of the others. It exhibits the origin, character and
persistency of the Bohemian civil institutions until
the fatal intervention of the house of Habsburg.

The second discloses the causes—many of them
hitherto misrepresented—of the Hussite reformation
and the splendid achievements which distinguished
that great epoch.

The third exhibits the unbroken continuity of the
great religious reform until assumed and perpetuated
by its strong advocates of the sixteenth century.

The fourth represents Bohemia in bondage and in
woe; but still true to her national principles, and si-
lently resolved to re-assert them.

The fifth exhibits the appalling cruelties and calam-
ities of the seventeenth century unexampled and un-
approached for barbarity in the annals of any other
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nation ancient or modern. No people have ever been
made the victims of such atrocious malignity of per-
secution as the Bohemians in that period. The suffer-
ings of Holland indeed were dreadful—those of Bo-
hemia wholly without parallel.

The Bohemian people are more than entitled to the
vindication accorded to them, however imperfectly, in
this story. Their nation has been persistently insulted,
their name made a mockery, their character maligned, .
and their most honorable efforts as industrious citizens
sedulously calumniated. To the apprehension of most
persons a Bohemian means a vagabond, a gypsy, a
tramp, an anarchist, a conspirator. The least breath
of popular discoutent is attributed to Bohemians ; and
yet they are a most -orderly, industrious, peaceable
and thrifty people, good citizens in every walk of life.

To exhibit this story in its truth the author has re-
ferred to original authorities. In the destruction of Bo-
hemian literature, and the prohibition to publish any
work in that language in force for centuries, the silence
of the Bohemian tongue is accounted for. Fortunately
other languages largely supply its place. Among other
authorities,

Cosmas the chronicler of Prague adorned the eleventh
century, and his work is extant.

Fontes Rerum Bohemicarum contains valuable ma-
terials; both composed in Latin.

Aneas Sylvius, pope  Pius II, wrote his history
of Bohemia in Latin.

Melchior Goldast has preserved in Latin and Ger-
man large volumes of most valuable state documents
from the tenth century down to the seventeenth. They
have been liberally used. '

Balbinus also wrote in Latin. His Supplementum
contains a large amount of most valuable public rec-
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ords from Methodius to Matthias II. of Hungary,—
1611—that are wanting in Goldast.

All the German Annalists whose works shed lnght
on our subject are in the same tongue.

Amos Komensky, the illustrious educator and eye
witness of the horrors of 1620-1635, wrote his Historia
Persecutionum in Latin originally. Every copy of
his work is supposed to have been destroyed; but for-
tunately a Bohemian translation had been secured.

Paulus Stransky another martyr and exile also wrote
in Latin and his work is almost the only one known
in England. It is replete with details of the institu-
tions, rights, laws, and vicissitudes of Bohemia.

Palacky composed his history, first published,in Ger-
man—his last volume in Bohemian—a splendid triumph.

Pelzel wrote in German,

No early annalist or historical work of any kind ex-
ists in Bohemian. Histories indeed now abound in
that language, but all are translations.

The author, however, has freely used the most im-
portant of these, including the excellent and recent
work of Rezek; and is indebted to the scholarly and
pains-taking assistance of thoroughly competent Bo-
hemians who do not care to be here quoted.

The number of works included in the authorities
employed is great; but their recapitulation would
seem pedantic, as they consist of the well-known
works of classic authors familiar to scholars.

In the.brief account of the biography of Genghis
Khan, I have made use of DeMailla and other author-
ities, as the subject is exhibited to illustrate the story in
a phase generally unknown and to most readers obscure.
On that subject I prefer De Mailla, and I have not
quoted at second-hand from any writer on Bohemia.

This book being produced partly as a friendly and
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profoundly sympathetic offering to the Bohemian peo-
ple, in token that their wrongs are not wholly forgot-
ten or overlooked, and partly as a free contribution
to general historical literature, it has been necessary
to adapt the work perhaps more to the general reader
than to the Bohemian. Names of cities and persons
have been presented in English and also in Bohemian
form as more suitable; and the author has endeav-
ored, however imperfectly, to present a work that shall
fairly represent the special reverence of Bohemians
for details of their own history, and also respect the
broader views of the ordinary reader. To draw the
line between-the taste of the Bohemian who prizes
every syllable of his country’s story, and the minute
deeds of its heroes, and the general student who cares
only for a narration of political institutions in their
general influence on the fate of nations is perhaps not
possible. But sufficient of both has been presented to
exhibit the character of the events set forth. Above all
things truth has been sought, and it is fully believed ex-
pressed, although it may be in some directions distaste-
ful. He who undertakes to write history must set forth
history and not merely a sentimental fragment of it.

The real causes of Bohemia’s wrongs and downfall
have been investigated and exhibited however the
statement of them may be regarded. If the real causes
of the events be not described the events themselves
are of little importance.

This book attempts to occupy a space at present
wholly empty in the English language; and if the
good the volume can do will only represent a frac-
tion of the many years of toil—though it must be
said, enthusiastic toil, involved in it, the writer will
be thankful. .It is cordially presented as friendship’s
sympathetic offering to the Bohemian people.
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HISTORY OF BOHEMIA

CHAPTER 1.

GEOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS.

Bohemia is a small and somewhat isolated country
situated in the heart of Europe, between g° 45' 35"
and 14° 31’ 22" east of Paris, and 48° 33’ 53" and 51°
3’ 27" degrees of north latitude. 1t is a geographical
picture framed with mountains; and the forests, pla-
teaux and plains with their abrupt ravines and spread-
ing undulations, and the numerous streams that dj-
rect their bright currents to the central Elbe provide
the successive light and shade of the panorama. The
various groups of mountains which establish at once
the isolation and the compactness of the country fairly
represent the principal geological periods of mount-
ain formation. The primitive mountains proper oc-
cupy chiefly the south and southeast, and include the
Bohmervald, the northern, and the Sumava the
southern portion of the great chain which constitutes
in general the southern boundary of the country. This
chain is composed chiefly of the primitive rocks,—
granite, schiste, and mica-schiste.

A second chain of primitive mountains protects the
~orthwest; and is divided into three principal por-
sions, one of which stretches away into Saxony. The
formation of this group is chiefly granitic. In the midst

11



12 HISTORY OF BOHEMIA

of these mountain ranges last named is found a small
elevated plateau named Labska Louka (Elbewiese)
which gives rise to the Labe River or Elbe. The
elevation of the principal peaks varies from 3,000 to
5,000 feet. A third chain of primitive mountains
called in geography Adlergebirge (Orlicke Hory), con-
stitutes a group apart from the others and is com-
posed of gneiss and mica-schiste.

The Silurian epoch is well represented by the Brdy
Hills; and in this formation fossils of crustaceans,
cephalopods, and marine zooliths are found in abund-
ance. Still more important are the coal deposits,
several of which are still worked with excellent re-
sults; and one at least was extensively mined as early
as the fifteenth century but is now exhausted.

A third system of mountain’ elevations occupies a
place between the former two. Known under .the
general title of Stony, this group contains coal, iron
and chalk; and furnishes excellent quarry stone in
several places. A fourth system consists of numer-
ous hills of volcanic origin which range from 1,000 to
2,000 feet in height.

The river system of Bohemia is abundantly capable
of supplying all that is needed for inland navigation.
It occupies about a two hundredth part of the surface
of the country, and is remarkable for the facility with
which it can be made available for boats and barges.
But while the portion of water surface available for

boats amcunts to nearly one hundred and thirty miles -

in length, then .~ « ~. & ~eeoe o0 iy
third of that dis:> . a0 0 . TN
tensive and cove:= Cor L L
the streams are '

the great water ..y v Luucunna,  Many sm. Las




GEOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS K]

diversify the landscape; and they are noticeable for
the softness of the water. Very little marsh land ex-
ists, and the entire amount does not exceed fifteen
hundred acres.

The climate of Bohemia is mild and salubrious,
and has always favored the nurture of a very vigorous
population. Thunder and hail storms in the mount-
ain regions are frequent and severe, and the transition
from winter to summer, and again to winter, is notice-
ably abrupt; but the summer season partakes much of
the character of spring.

The surface is undulating and the soil fertile, and
produces with ordinary attention and skill every de-
scription of food known, usually, in the center of Eu-
rope. Extensive regions are covered with valuable
timber forests containing oak, elm, maple, ash, ha-
zel, whitethorn, wild plum, buckthorn, cornel, and
wild fruit trees of many kinds. The more elevated
regions produce pine and red oak of excellent quality.
The mulberry, the chestnut, the poplar, and the aca-
cia, adorn the level country and the river banks in
great abundance. The flora of Bohemia is very diver-
sified, and includes many Alpine plants usually dis-
covered only in a warmer latitude. Mines of silver,
copper, iron and lead afford the source of a highly
remunerative industry; and tin, antimony, zinc,
nickel, tungsten, uranium, sulphur, and alum contrib-
ute a very important portion of the general wealth.

Carp, pike, perch, salmon in the Elbe, and trout, are
found usually in the streams, and in the south form a
valuable addition to the food of the people ; while the
parks and farms are fairly stocked with deer and the
usual varieties of game and domestic animals. The
natural elements of comfort and wealth are furnished
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in sufficient abundance to maintain a hardy, robust, en-
lightened and independent people.

Bohemia is fully supplied not only with the means
to feed and invigorate her children, but also with
those natural palliatives of disease and debility com-
monly known as mineral waters. The springs of To6p-
litz, Karlovary (Carlsbad), Marienbad, Franzensbad,
Bilin, Kysibel, and Libverda are all resorted to by the
fecble and suffering.  The first named locality is a
tesort of wide celebrity. Two abundant springs of
warin water known respectively as the Hauptquelle,
und the Steinbadquelle, issue from the porphyry, and
form the stieam of the Schénau. Numerous other
springs ate found at different levels in the little val-
lov, and all contain the same mineral properties.
‘Uhiess vatione springs when united form a considerable
attest ol winins water whone beneficent qualities are
sttlicrent oy o tad e numetous body of health seek-
o Hhern teenad b them while the character of warmth
b vnipegebiel, wa tatinl, the title of the locality, *

W e ek b bieen tois hountifal her beneficence
loetee dorag Hoaably twtiated. Not alone the wealthy
wre b qle 1w e aie cared for at Toplitz. Two-
Pty o oo patihnte are well sustained for the accom-
100 Latt oop seb dhust whaose only passport to admission is
w oy abee ul their poverty.  Hundreds of poor per-

o Bl hechier and medical aid in these establish-
i ui, wied thae is another especial hospice for the
|* -, wused still a fourth for the poor of the locality.
£ . .uyabde cven indispensable is considered a re-
“ .« g, the therapentic power of the springs of Top-
vz gy, 1 aboe benwan and Austrian governments main-

Y R thojhitey means *'hot springs” in Bohemian. Teply—



GEOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS 15

tain large military hospitals at this place, each con-
taining accommodation for many hundred patients.
These natural advantages of soil, climate and posi-
tion did not escape the scrutiny of the tribes who
have occupied Bohemia in succession. In an age when
a mountain chain covered with forest, and wholly im-
passable during the greater portion of the year by
any small body of uncivilized wanderers, was justly
considered a most valuable bulwark against foreign
aggression, and in some directions a complete de-
fense, and among tribes unacquainted with any princi-
ple of concern for other interests than their own, the
possession of a rich region protected on nearly all
sides by mountain barriers, and providing abundant
local wealth would be most fiercely disputed by every
occupant. The isolation of the successful holder or
invader would necessarily create a sense of hostility
toward all intrusion which the inhabitant of an open
country would not always acquire. As population and
unity of tribal feeling would grow under such circum
stances every step of progress would naturally create
a sense of pride and superiority. The primitive ideas
of men in regard to the advantage if not necessity of
treating every stranger as an enemy have been in all
cases intensified by isolation. This habit of thought,
this community of mind constitutes and supplies the
golden thread that stretches through the central line
of their progress and creates national individuality,
Rulers cultivate this feeling, and educate this ten-
dency; and the result is either a fierce and continuous
conflict for existence on one side or for mastery on
the other; or a complete absorption into the stronger
power. Unhappy are the remnants of the former pro-
cess, permitted only to recall in a wiser epoch the
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terrors and the cruelties, the appalling tyrannies that
found no other means, and still worse refused to
search for other means to reconcile differences but the
spread ot dissension, and the promotion of slaughter,
it u word treachery, the sword, the gibbet and the
tack.

National sentiment has always found its earliest as
well as its most enduring  expression through poetic
Music, a twin sister, has always has-
The early poetry of Bohemia is
Groping, as we

composition,
tened to give aid,
theretote no stiange  phenomenon.
murt do among the tragmentary relics left to us of
what wax once & great creation, and obliged to form
an estunate trom the sculpture of 3 capital here, a
the. o thete, and @ pedestal in another place, all mu-
tilated, and to gather the character of the structure
tiom the vuing, we are impressed by the simple bold-
nown uf the style and the union of strength and skill
W the entire composition.  1f any one of the sixty
thousand volumes of histories and poetic narrations,
aw well as Bibles that formed at once the triumph and
the shame of only one of the destroying persecutors
who extirpated -for the third time—the entire national
htetature of Bohemia after the disastrous slaughter
ot 1610, when even the name of old Bohemia was ex-
tinguished, were now presented to us in its complete-
News, we should have a better memorial of the people
than any mere fragments can supply.  But literature
Whelters jraelt in obscute places;  and sufficient has
Boen e v eted for compatison ot of the wreck of
Moo Ditenay teasiess Diglering in - tone and
WP e A b sabdance rom the medievalism
o the | enan e oranat whichoat struggled for centuries
oy as onb e prople toaesist with all the energy
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of their nation the invading spirit of foreign dogma,
and a dominating political aggressiveness that sought
to elevate itslf on the ruins of Bohemia. In the pro-
gress of this long conflict, and into the narrow space
of five* thousand square miles were crowded more
suffering and more heroismt than into any other equal
space in the world.

* In English miles, 20 thousand.

} Boto't Kedrixov &6vos Snyprwdéérarov. Appianusin Celti-
cis I,



CHAPTER IL
EARLY OCCUPANTS. —FIRST ROMAN AGGRESSION.

Necessarily meagre are the materials and scanty are
the annals which now form the foundation of any au-
thentic narrative of the earliest Bohemian experience.
The wide central region known as Germania included
a much more extensive territory than modern Germany
when it is first introduced by historic narrative. The
boundaries of Germany, properly so called, were un-
derstood by early Roman writers to be the Rhine on
the west, the Vistula on the east, on the north Swe-
den and Esthonia, while the Maine and the mountains
on the north of Bohemia formed the southern limits.
Long before the days of Tacitus the Helvetii occupied
the region between the Rhine and Maine, and the Boii
the country of the Hercynian forest further to the
east.* But the actual location of the Boii, described
as the “more remote districts,” is too vague to be
even an approximation to certainty. The tribes who
inhabited the vast region called Germany before and
up to the Roman intervention, are included under
three principal families: —I.  The Slavs to the east,
indefinitely. 1I. The Cimbri on the west; and III,
between these the Germans proper, the Suevi of Taci-
tus. Slavonian tribes were settled in those parts of

* Olim inter Hercyniam sylvam Rhenumque et Mzniam amnes
Helvetii, ulterjora Boji. Gallica utraque gens tenuere. Tacitus,
Germ, c, 28,

' 18
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Germany unknown to the Romans—Pomerania, Bran-
denburg, and Upper Saxony. They formed, according
to Procopius, three separate divisions:—I. The Ven-
edi or Wends who had expelled the Suevian Vandals;
II. The Antes, who extended from the Dnieper to
the Dniester; III. The Slavonians proper. Eventually
these kindred races advanced to the Saal and the Elbe,
and their language formed the basis of the Russian,
Polish, Bohemian, Croatian, Bulgarian, and other dia-
lects. The dwellings, clothing, customs, of these
tribes were_necessarily rough, as becamz their situa-
tion; but the people were vigorous, athletic, independ-
ent and warlike,* while the characteristics of these
tribes may be overdrawn by Casar,t Strabo,] Taci-
tus,§ and others, yet the universal testimony of all
writers concedes the manly virtues of free, albeit un-
civilized men, and the valor of patriotic soldiers to
ail the tribes of these regions.

During the spasmodic migrations that occured
somewhere about five hundred years before our era
a Keltic or Gallic tribe known as the Boii occupied
the district on the banks of the Upper Elbe, and ex-
tended themselves over the regions now known as
Bavaria, Austria, and Moravia. They probably con-
stituted a portion of the host of Gallic invaders who
crossed the Alps about B. C. 388, and subsequently
sacked Rome, B. C. 382; and they are supposed to
have impressed a record of their presence on the name
of Bojonia or Bologna. After the final defeat of their
Carthagenian ally, Hannibal, in the year B. C. 191 a

* Germans—men of war. The name Teuton or Deutschen—is

probably loud-voiced or rough-voiced, though Diutisc—or Folks
Speech is the accepted explanation.

{ De Bell, Gall. VI. 21—24. }. VII, p. 291. § Germania, pas.
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resnant of thee: trsbws wandered back toward the
Pranihue.”

Phus Koeltie, invasion spread over Greece to the
Flothanpunt, and Asia Minor; and in Galatia yielded
only to the power of Kome.t The aggressiveness of
Honnn greed and ambition furnished a pressing occa-
ate) fon thee wpon of native strength; and the talents
ol Coawnr were pw frequently exercined to disunite con-
foaderme 1w uw to overcome  military prowess in open
wit, Among others the Helvetii united and obtained
wn wnntliney lorce from the Boii; but the fatal engage-
ment botweon the legions and  Helvetians, B. C. 58,
Inake the power of the Jatter poople and reduced the
How nlwo to the position of suppliants. At the request
atthe oduy, wllien of Rowe, thirty-two thousand war-
vionn heden the old men, women and children who
accampannd them, were admitted within Roman fron-
e, and nchnowledged  the eagle as their symbol
XU AR TITE

Ao aosdiot period ot ten years the  power of the
ey tevenved another ctushing blow. The Dacians
Al Lo L artene to an evanescent  prominence under
Hoctchia hontated apparently by a refusal of ac-
tive dhone, the dnettam ditected his arms against
the L Phiens chiet Wntasen tesisted the aggression.
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In an engagement supposed to have taken place on
the banks of the Boab, the Boii were crushed, and
their country so terribly devastated that for a long
period it bore only the name of the Boiian waste.*
During about half a century the Boii devoted them-
selves to the unostentatious but wholesome occupa-
tion of improving and cultivating the territory still
left to them, greatly reduced in area as it was. Many
of the towas that gradually grew up in this period
may be identified with modern localities; but the
identification is obscure. Bohemia proper in Casar’s
day, was known as the Hercynian Forest; and the
cities and settlements in the interior were wholly un-
known. Bohemia never was included in. the Roman
Empire. The repose of the Boii continued about half
a century. Their restless and energetic neighbors, the
Marcomannit gradually advanced their possessions
from the Oder to the Danube along both banks. These
formidable borderers attracted the attention and the
statescraft of the Emperor Augustus; and the young
chieftain of the Marcomanni, Marbod, was induced
to commit himself to the power of his mighty rival,
and was educated in the Casar’s palace. This richly
endowed and enterprising man employed his oppor-
tunities at Rome in the thorough study of Roman
civil and military science. Hé was one of those rare
persons who are equally eminent as warriors and
statesmen. Returning at length to his native land he
bore with him a thorough comprehension of Roman
craft, and a full appreciation of Roman power. The
dignity of court ceremonial, and_the pomp of military

* Strabo V. VII. Plin. Hist. IIL.

+ Men of the March,—Borderers; evidently not the name of the
people at all.
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display were successfully employed at home not for
the acquisition but the maintenance of his supreme
authority. Possessed naturally of a lofty character,
he appreciated dignity. Roman culture only disclosed
the native splendor of the man and enabled him to
reflect back on his instructors the full measure of the
light he received from them, intensified with an addi-
tional sparkle peculiarly his own.

Prevented from extending his ambitious views south
of the Danube, but eager for~the possession of wide
authority, he turned his thoughts toward the weaker
tribes on his immediate border. Being well aware of
the feeble condition of the Boii he directed his first
expedition against them; took possession of their
country without difficulty, and made their capital
Buianium, henceforward denominated Marobudum,
his chief residence. These events are referred to the
year 12 B. C. The manners of the Marcomanni and
their associates, the Quadi did not materially differ
from those of other German tribes. Marbod exerted
his influnce to unite all the tribes under him into
one nation. He also invited or detained the scattered
Roman settlers and encouraged them to continue their
commerce and their trades under his protection and
in the neighborhood of his own residence. A trained
soldier, he created an army of 70,000 foot and 4,000
horse, disciplined in the Roman manner; and thus
acquired the position of a formidable neighbor. The
tribes of the north, east, and west of Bohemia, the
L.yvpians in Upper Silesia, the Selingi, a branch of the
Vandals to the north of the Reisengebirge Mount-
aing, the Burgundians on the Oder and Warta, the
Goths on the Vistula, the Semnones in Lusatia and
Brandenburg. the Hermunduri in Saxony, and the
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Longobards to the north of the Hermunduri, and even
the Narisci in the Upper Pa’atinate, all acknowledged
the supremacy and submitted more or less to the di-
rect authority of Marbod.* The rapidity and ease
with which this extended authority was acquired are
more suggestive of policy than of war; and although
historians attribute to Marbod the employment of
force as well as skill,{ yet it is more probable that
conciliation had the larger than the smaller share in
his success. His power was known ; and as unlettered
people are always very observant of individual char-
acter, and hence are good judges of it, the individu-
ality of the man may be considered as the real found-
ation of his supremacy. In his communications with
Augustus Marbod was cautious and dignified. He
spoke as to an equal; and while he carefully avoided
giving offense he maintained his independence. But
imperial jealousy disdained to endure so formidable a
consolidation of alien strength on the frontier. Mar-
bod’s friendly overtures only created ground for pre-
tended grievances; and in-the 6th year before our era,
Augustus placed two great armies in motion against
the Marcomanni.- One under Sentius Saturninus
military commander in Upper Germany was ordered
to march from the Rhine toward the Chatti and the
Hercynian Forest, and strike the enemy on the flank,
while Tiberius—stepson and successor of Augustus
with the principal army was to advance from the Dan-
ube and unite his forces with Saturninus in Bohemia.

Tiberius had advanced to within five days march of

* Strabo VII. Tac. Annal, II. Drusus in his expedition to the
Elbe in the year 9, B. C., ascribes even a wider influence to Marbod,

+ Finitimos omnes aut bello domuit aut conditionibus juris sui
fecit. Vell. Pater. II. -
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his enemy to Carnuntium, (between Vienna and Heim-
berg;) Saturninus was within an equally short dis.
tance,* when the advance was countermanded by im-
perial orders from Rome.

At this critical juncture for Marbod and his March-
men, the Roman world was awestruck by the intelli-
gence of a long prepared conspiracy among all the
Pannonians and Dalmatians for the murder of Roman
settlers without distinction, and the seizure of the
fortresses for the conspirators. Even the cold and
hardened mind of Augustus was deeply affected by
the imminence of this peril. His own acquaintance
with the tribes 'vho originated this consplracy, his
knowledge that among such inflammable material, a
little spark would speedily spread into a conflagration,
rendered him prompt and decisive in delaying aggres-
sive military operations until his internal security was
assured. The conviction that in all likelihood aruler
like Marbod would sooner or later become the chief
of such a conspiracy was probably the secret reason
for the Roman expedition against him; and Augustus
well knew that the subjugated Germans had good rea-
son for dissatisfaction and hostility in the grievous
exactions of Roman governors. Every Roman settle-
ment from the Danube to Macedonia was menaced;
the chief armies were buried in German forests; and
with a formidable foe in front and a flaming rebellion
threatened in their rear, the peril to Italy was both
ncar and alarming. Barbarian combinations, how-
ever, were unequally matched against Roman craft,
and the young Kingdom of Bohemia was accorded a

* The modern Germans have studied this splendid display of mili-
tary genius with great profit.
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favor, the privilege conceded to Ulysses of being eaten
last.*

Tiberius concluded a treaty of peace and amity
with Marbod ; and turned his arms against the south-
ern confederacy.t The foresight of Augustus was tri-
umphant.

The position of Liberator which Marbod was unable
to assume, was daringly seized in the year A, D. g by
the young chieftain of the Cherusci known as Arminius
or Herman. The Roman general, Quintilius Varus,
was enticed into the great Teutonian forest and his
three splendid legions almost annihilated. Varus fell
by his own hand and his dissevered head was sent to
Marbod as a bloody trophy. But true to his prudence
or his faith Marbod dispatched the head to Rome ac-
companied by a special message. -

The destruction of Varus and his legions at once
constituted Herman undisputed leader of all the Ger-
man tribes. Henceforth, whoever was not openly
arrayed on their side was an enemy. Marbod became
suspected of self-seeking and half-heartedness in the
German cause. Suspicion of infidelity naturally fol-
lowed. Hostile feelings were not slow of formation;
and open war between Germany and Bohemia was the
disastrous result. The Semnones and [ILongobards,
neighbors of the Cherusci were enticed or forced from
the support of Marbod; and at length in the year A.
D. 17, the'rival hosts stood in open array against
each other. The leaders trained in the Roman schools
were equal in courage, abjlity and skill. Herman'’s
followers were stimulated by recent success. Marbod's

# Nihil erat jam in Germania quod vinci posset praeter gentem Mar-
comannorum. Vell. Pat. II.

" 4 Tacit, Annal II,
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army was thoroughly trained, and led by experienced
officers,  The defection of the Semnones and Lon-
gobards was compensated by the reinforcement of Mar-
bod by Herman's uncle and his division. The old
man felt aggrieved at the sudden elevation of his neph-
ew and disdained to serve under his orders. The battle
was fought in Upper Saxony, and was fiercely dis-
puted. The right wing of each army was crushed.

Marbod attempted the dangerous maneuver of taking
n naw position in the presence of his enemy. His
movemaents were misunderstood; and resulted in bro-
ken ranks and at length in desertions and flight. Re-
turning to his own dominions the Bohemian prince
Inid his claims for aid and friendship before the tor-
tuous deceitfulness of Tiberius. With ill concealed
satinfuction at the overthrow of one German poten-
tate by another, the Roman replied that “as Marbod
had not made an earlier application for aid against
the Cherusei, he had forfeited all claim to the assist-
ance now demanded,”

Neither mountain fastnesses nor forest wilderness
conld shield Bohemia like the genius of her discomfited
noldier.  The alliance of the tribes who acknowl-
adged lus power was dissolved at once; and only the
Marcomanni and Quadi remained faithful to their al-
legianee,

Tibetius sent his trusted representative, Drusus, to
the Danube, apparently in the interest of peace and
conciliation: really with the intent of setting the warring
clansmen at still more fatal variance, and hastening
the total destruction of the Bohemian prince, formerly
both suspected and threatened.  Personal malice and
tvenge supplied the instrument which completed the
deadly purposes of Rome.  Kattwald, a Gothic chief



EARLY OCCUPANTS . 27

formerly dispossessed by Marbod, but generously
spared, at length perceived his opportunity to retaliate
on his now weak and almost deserted rival. Secretly
encouraged and strengthened by Drusus, Kattwald as-
sembled an army, assailed the Marcomanni unexpect-
edly, seized Marbod’s capital and palace, and speedily
hecame master of all the treasures and strong places
in the kingdom. Marbod retreated with a remnant-of
faithful kinsmen within the Roman boundaries in Aus-
tria; and thence wrote a dignified and manly letter to
Tiberius; and like another Napoleon claimed from his
strongest opponent’s generosity an asylum which
only his misfortunes could induce him to request.
The Cesar replied that Marbod could always find an
asylum in Italy as long as he preferred to remain
there in quietness; but he was at liberty to depart
wherever he thought proper to go if this offer was
not acceptable. The city of Ravenna was assigned
to the exiled prince, and there like another Cetywayo,
Abd-el-Kader, Schamyl, or Dhuleep Singh, he con-
tinued for eighteen years* at once a pledge of the in-
glorious repose of his people, and a living memorial
of their departed greatness.

No fact recorded of this series of events more strik-
ingly reflects the well grounded apprehensions of the
Romans of the peril to themselves frcm Marbod’s ele-
vation than the success of the latter in restraining
Gothic enmity. Originally of Indo-European stock, and
bearing in their language distinct traces of an affinity
with those nations whose mother tongue could claim de-
scent from the Sanscrit, the Goths had very early pene-
trated into northern and western Europe. The dialect

* Goldast says: **Obiit post annos viginti.”’ p. 70. But the Roman
annalists are more exact
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of Ulphilas in the north, and the names of the Eng-
lish rivers still in common use, as weli as of the Nile,
-all proclaim the presence of Sanscrit speech before
the advent of the Keltic tribes. At the period of our
history the Gothic power in Pomerania and along the
shores of the Baltic was great. From them this inland
sea received its name, Sinus Codthanus; and the isl-
and of Gothland recalls their memory. Scythians
they were called in western Europe; and the name
slightly altered is still familiar. Their division into
Ostrogoths and -Visigoths did not take place until our
third century. In the time of Kattwald a reflex move-
ment of Goths from the north seems to have been be-
gun; and the fall of Marbod probably removed the
chief obstacle to their migration. The Romans did
not know or could not estimate their power; and
would have been more secure with their faithful ally
Marbod as an obstacle to Gothic invasion.

Neither Kattwald nor either of the other foes
whose treachery or violence had effected the overthrow
of the Marcomanni long survived the enmity created
by his success. Herman was blinded by his own fol-
lowers and subsequently murdered in less than a year
after Marbod’s fall, at the early age of thirty-seven *
Drusus died of poison tour years later; and his wife
was universally adjudged to be his murderess. Katt-
wald was sent into banishment in Narbonese Gaul;
and his people subjected to the rule of a stranger—
Vannius, a prince of the Quadi of the well known
Tudor family, settled along the Danube within Roman
jurisdiction,

Vannius extended his authority eastward until he

* Septem et triginta annos vite. Tac., lib. 2. Goldast p. 69.
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reached the Dacians and Yazyges between the Borys-
thenes and the Theiss. The precise limits of his juris-
diction cannot be accurately ascertained. He main-
tained an alliance with Bebellius, prince of the Her-
munduri, and with his sister’ssons, Vanjio and Sido,
who seem to have ruled conjointly. Sido reigned un-
til the year A. D. 70 when he took part in the Roman
civil war on the side of Vespasian. From this pzriod
Bohemia and .the neighboring provinces are supposed
to have enjoyed the rule of several small independent,
but allied powers something similar to a Heptarchy,
and more resembling the equality of republican ad-
ministration where several states are united in a con-
federation. This repose continued until the year A.
D. go, when the pressure of the Dacian war induced
Domitian to request military aid from the Quadi and
Marcomanni. These people had never been included
within the Roman Empire; and the Czsar had no
right to any military contingent. His demand was
firmly declined, and the ambassadors of the Bohemians
were murdered out of revenge. The Roman tyrant
was eventually compelled to purchase a shameful
peace by the payment of the first tribute ever exacted
from a Roman.

The quiet that ensued was disturbed in the reign of
Marcus Aurelius by the second war of the Marcomanni.
Ten confederated nationalities united and assailed the
Roman provinces. They were in turn impelled by the
advancing hosts of the Slavi, and clamored for ad-
mission and protection.* Illvricum was over-run,
Opitergium destroyed, and Aquileia besieged. Lucius

* Victovalis et Marcomannis cuncta turbantibus, aliis etiam genti-

bus que pulsz a superioribus barbaris fugerant, nisi reciperentur
bellum inferentibus. Jul. Cap., in Marc. Aurel. Cap. 14.
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Verus was hastily recalled from Asia; but the terror in
Italy was great and was aggravated by famine and
pestilence. The Pretorian Furius Victcrinus obtained
some successes. The Quadian leader was slain and
his followers were compelled to sue for peace, and
yielded a complete submission.

But the withdrawal of the Roman legions could not
restrain the terror of the unseen enemies still threat-
ening from the East; and the war broke out speedily
with more fury than before. QOne swarm of destroyers
from the Rhine reached the borders of Italy but were
defeated by Pompeianus and Pertinax.

At length the Emperor took the field in person;
drove the invaders over the Danube, established strong
castles along the border; and filled them with Roman
garrisons. A. D. 174.

Marcus Aurelius had determined to reduce the coun-
tries occupied by the Marcomanni, Quadi and Sarma-
tians, corresponding to Bohemia, Moravia, and Upper
Hungary, to the servitude of a Roman province; and
again the internal distractions of the Empire com-
pelled the Emperor to suspend the execution of his
schemcs. The rebellion of Avidius Cassius in the East
turned the imperial attention to Syria and Egypt; and
peace reigned again along the Danube.

The terms accorded to the tribes were not all equally
severe; and the Marcomanni were the most harsh-
ly treated. Garrisons containing 20,000 men controlled
the strong palaces of the Quadi. The latter were for-
bidden to approach the Danube within a distance va-
riously stated at one, five and ten miles. Fixed times
and places were assigned for fairs and other trading
purposes in Noricum, and among the Pannonians; and
all Roman prisoners and deserters were surrendered.
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But complaints speedily arose of the violent inter-
ference of the military with the peaceable occupations
of the native peasantry. Remonstrances continued
unheeded, and resistance ensued. Marcus Aurelius’
was exasperated at finding that his triumph was only
a delusion.’

Again blood flowed and devastation’ destroyed the
simple toil of the people. The death of the Emperor
at Vienna, March 17, A. D. 180, prevented the total
destruction of the country. The enforced conscription
of native youth for military service in Britain and
elsewhere exasparated the entire people. But Com-
modus imposed milder terms of tribute of wheat,
arms, and conscripts. A monthly court at a fixed
locality for the administration of justice, even though
held in the presence of a Roman centurion, gave a
semblance of law and right to the relations of victors
and vanquished; but the garrisons were gradually re-
moved, and military occupation was finally abandoned.
Bohemia as known to us never became a Roman prov-
ince. :

During the succeeding two huundred years frequent
irruptions of borderers and the extension of the terri-
tory traversed by them gradually extinguished all dis-
tinctions of boundaries. The limits of Roman authority
were not defined; they insensibly retrograded; and:
continued broken until the middle of the fourth cen-
tury. Small native principalities became consolida-
ted; and during the reigns of Caracalla, Alexander
Severus, Maximin, Valerian, Gallienus in whose reign
the Marcomanni advanced to Ravenna, Aurelian, when
a victory of these invaders created a panic and distress
in Rome itself, Probus, Diocletian, Constantius I, and
Julian, the depredations of the persistent and invinci-
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ble northerners were averted or restrained more by the
potency of gold than of the sword, and the gold came
chiefly from Egypt and Spain, A

During this period the origin® tendencies of Roman
civilization were arrested, #hd their course perma-
nently obstructed; foreigners largely composed the
legions; the current of thought was formed by alien
minds; the direction of the energies of the popula-
tions was toward Rome for its subjugation to alien
principles and feelings; and at length all Roman life
disappeared in the flood of foreign domination.

An isolated event or two alone remains to signalize
this period of Bohemian life, and cast a gleam of
light upon its condition: Gallienus concluded a sep-
arate treaty with Attal, king of the Marcomanni, in A.D
261; and took to wife the princess Pipara, daughter
of the German ruler. In A. D. 396 Fritigil, queen of the
Marcomanni, having heard of the fame of Bishop Am-
brose, expressed a wish to be admitted to Christian
communion through the good offices of the famous
ecclesiastic. The bishop drew up a form of catechism
expressly for the instruction of the royal applicant,
who in turn prevailed on her consort to conclude a
treaty of friendship with the Romans. The death of
Ambrose in A. D. 397, probably prevented any ex-
tended or permanent effects from following these in-
teresting proceedings.

The quiet development of civil and polite society in
Germany and Eastern Europe was again broken and
destroyed by the dreadful invasinn of the Huns in A.
D. 375. Fierce hosts of these barbarians mingled
with Goths, Vandals, and Slavs, spread consternation
and ruin all over Europe; and tribes somewhat more
settled again took the field and “went west” in search
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of repose from the locusts of the East. Radagais, a
German prince, with a hundred thousand Keltic and
German warriors from the Danube and the Rhine
assailed Italy. A. D. 406, the Vandals crossed the
Rhine, and associated with the Goths, seized Spain in
A. D. 429; and soon afterward a Vandal dominion
was created in Africa. Between A. D. 430 and 453
the Huns had overrun and subdued all territory as far
west as the Rhine. The Hunnish king Roas crushed
the Marcomanni and Quadi who had appealed in vain
to Rome. Attila, the “Scourge of God” completed
the ruin of these people, who are no more known by
their distinctive names in history. Their settlements
in Bohemia seem to have been left vacant.

The Celtic Boii and the Teutonic Marcomanni had
sustained a continuous rule for four hunderd years; and
after a most gallant struggle, and only when exhaust-
ed by overwhelming disasters, did they yield place to
more numerous and mighty successors. Henceforward
the Slav tribe of the Chekh appear upon the scene;
they immigrated from beyond the Ister; and finding
an inviting settlement open to them they quietly took

possession; and to this day they occupy the plains and -

hillsides of Bohemia.

In the middle of the fifth century to which we have
now arrived, the Hercynian forest still constituted the
chief feature which the broad landscape of the country
presented. While the banks of the Rhine were so
peaceful and the inhabitants of Gaul and Germany so
prosperous that dwellings were freely erected in the
open country, and along the river banks, immense
herds of cattle grazed along the plains, and it was
impossible to tell where Roman dominion ended, it
was the proud boast of travelers that the Hercynian
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forest could be penetrated in security.* Attila easily
supplied himself with an abundance of timber from the
same region, on his invasion of the Belgic provinces.

¢‘Cecidit cito secta bipenni
Hercynia in lintres et Rhenum texuit alno.
Et jam terrificis diffuderat Attila turmis

In campos se Belga tuos.”
Panegyr, Av. 3r10.

The presence of the same friendly shelter, most
probably, secured the Chekh invaders of Bohemia in
the obscure possession of their new conquests so effec-
tually that for a lengthened period their presence as
a distinct people was unknown except to themselves.
The isolation of their tribe has appeared a fertile
theme for the ingenuity of modern etymologists and
historians in attempts to define the meaning and in-
vestigate the origin of the name of the new settlers.t

* Claudian I. Cons. Stil. 1. 221 and II. 186. The Hercynian for-
est spread over Bohemia and a large portion of eastern Germany

+ See among others a learned and ingenious dissertation on this
subject in Peltzel. Intro., to Hist. of Boh.



CHAPTER IIL
SETTLEMENT AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE CHEKH.

The generic name of Slavonians has been applied
to the great family of tribes who seem to have inhab-
ited the wide regions of Russiaand Poland from time
immemorial. The dialects into which their speech
was divided were all derived from one common lan-
guage, and naturally sprang up during the dispersions
of the people who employed them. About the com-
mencement of our era colonies of this race settled in
the level countries of Moldavia and ‘Wallachia; but
a more southerly soil and climate had not improved
their civilization, or materially affected their mode
of life. In complexion they were fairer than their
Tartar neighbors, but did not equal the light hue
of. the Germans. This nomadic Slavonian race dwelt
in huts made of rough branches and concealed among
the wild underbrush of the river bank and the forest.
Their fields yielded an abundance of millet and buck-
wheat, and their numerous cattle and sheep supplied
an opulence of milk, meat and cheese. @ The Slav
tribe of the Chekh, possibly by way of Wallachia but
originally from the Volga across the Borysthenes and
the Elbe, found its way into the unoccupied district
of Bohemia at the period of the breaking up of the
Hunic Empire during the confusion that followed the
defeat of the Huns by Atius at the Catalaunian fields
or Chalons, in A. D. 450, and the destructive civil war

35
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that ensaed on the death of Attila A. D. 453. Ellac,
the eldest son, lost his life in battle with the Ostro-
goths under Ardaric. His brother Deugchekh main-
tained a precarious authority on the Danube until a
rash invasion of the eastern empire exposed his head
at Constantinople. Iruac retired with his Huns into
Scythia. On the western border of the Chekh princi-
pality the Thuringian kingdom extended from the
Hartz Mountains to the Danube. But the Frank King
Hermenfrid, A. D. 531, overthrew the Thuringians
who had been allies of Attila; and thus the Chekh
and the Franks became immediate neighbors.

But permanent repose was not earned without further
struggles. A. D. 558 witnessed the advance from the
East of a new band of wanderers who lived necessarily
by pillage as they advanced, and laid claim to posses-
sions only as they could subdue and retain them. Fer
a time* Bohemia suffered the full measure of their
rapacity; but being severely defeated by Sigebert, of
Austrasia, 1n two battles—the second probably in Bobhe-
mia, the Chogun Baian was compelled to return in
humiliation. By the departure of the Lombards to-
ward Italy, and the destruction of the Gepid®, Baian
became undisputed master from the Alps to the
Euxine.

The absence of centralized government for about one
hundred and fifty years, until the grandeur of Charle-
magne spread lustre over Central Europe, compelled
the Chekh to regulate their domestic concerns on the
basis of the customs, laws, and precepts which they
had introduced originally from the steppes of south-
eastern Russia. Property in land was their chief

* Gregory of Tours. Paulus Diaconus. Menander, Hist. of By-
zant,
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wealth; and was contended for with as much zeal and
acrimony as in any court in Westminster. The equal
subdivision of the soil on the demise of the owner,
which may be the most equitable but is not the most
expedient principle, was a right claimed by the chil-
dren of the deceased, or their nearest representatives.
Primogeniture was not the national custom; but it
was very early contended for. The distribution of the
population into village communities necessarily created
an impatience of interference on the part of any
stranger with the domestic privileges of each member
of the little republic. Local and even national coun-
cils were formed on the principle of equal rights,
and equal representation. The disposition of the in-
habitants was fiercely independent; and scenes of
turbulence in public -assemblies only expressed the
rough self-assertion which disdained the admission of
inferiority. 'When union for public purposes became
indispensable, neither favoritism nor incapacity could
possibly secure the chief dignity. As early as the
eighth century, the rights of this free people were ex-
pressed 1n formal laws which, though brief, formed
a code as really as those of the twelve tables, and
were enforced in regular councils, or courts, each in
its appropriate vicinage. Here full and open repre-
sentation was the inherited right of every class and
station in the community. The “kmets,” “lechs” and
“vladykas,” the nobles, knights and burghers consti-
tuted the principal divisions; and each was as fully
entitled as the others to an equal share in the national
deliberations. Yet there are evidences of chief dignity
being retained by a princely family; and of the exer-
cise of public authority at the request or by the order
of regal pre-eminence. The customs and temper of
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‘the Chekh while in the isolation of their own inde-
pendence were sufficient to preventthe encroachments
of royalty; and the free spirit of the people was never
even tampered with, much less subdued, until their
vehemence of self-assertion took a fatally mistaken di-
rection in contentions for dogmas that depend as
much for their acceptance on personal disposition as
on the exercise of the feelings or the reason. A com-
prehensive principle may be accepted by an entire
nation; but the methods of the practical application
of that principle must be as various as human social
circumstances or temper. A common way of thinking
in the application of any rule to the regulation of the
multiplied conditions of society can never be enforced,
and an effort to do so can only demonstrate a fatal
blindness or wickedness in the person who attempts
it.

During this period the simple poetic sentiment of
the people was gradually evoked from their associa-
tion with the expressive phenomena of pastoral life.
Natural inanimate objects speak by the sentiments
they instil; animals are endowed with the human emo-
tions they excite, and thus become imbued with
elevated human thoughts and feelings. The poetry
of the tribes was free from the distortion of superhu-
man fable, or inventions substituted for the native
graces of the human soul. Humanity with its sur-
roundings of real life and observed natural conditions
drew from a fountain of fancy and ethics in the actual
world that should adorn its own experience, and nur-
ture the growth of its own creations. Beauty, grace,
truth, politeness, and honor men praised and recom-
mended by the example of stream or hill, or by the
quaint and gentle sympathy of bird or quadruped.




INSTITUTIONS OF THE CHEKH 39

The mind of the people was formed in the unalloyed
school of primitive observation, and ingehuous self-
culture; and all attempts to impose a manufactured
substitute for nature, or the fictions of idleness and
unnaturalness for the truth of actual experience pro-
voked the ire and stimulated the fierceness of minds
accustomed to the grand realities of their own sur-
roundings. The Bohemian mind was formed -in that
school that prepared the way for the great philosophy
of induction. The Bohemians had advanced but a
short distance in that direction by their own light;
but they were on the right path; and the exceeding
suitableness of that path to the tendencies and facul-
ties of the human soul created an attachment to their
own methods so strong, although unconscious, that no
trial or persuasion, no violence or intimidation, no
fraud or inducement has ever been able to prevail
on those people to relinquish them. In their poetry,
their religion, and their politics the free spirit of the
Chekh always asserted itself, and would have made
them as great as they were eminent if annihilation
had not been adopted as a principle against them.

The gray gloom of the sixth century annals is relieved
by the brilliant appariticn on the Bohemian horizon
of the light of a warrior and a statesman. The tribe
of Wends * supplied the wisdom and vigor of Samo
to resist the aggressions of the Avars. Tradition has
conferred on him a Frankish origin. But historic
narrative even in its weakness is preferable to rumor;
and Samo was probably one of those Hunyadis, Ziz-
kas, Cromwells, Washingtons and Garibaldis who
arise from the broad extent of middle life in every

* The people were generally known as Ben-widines, or Ben-wini-
tha. The name Bohemians a century later.
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country when public need requires the active display
of their appropriate talents. In every national emer-
" gency some simple John Smith will be found equal to
the occasion. Samo appears to have been invited into
Bohemia. Under his direction the enemy were thor-
oughly repulsed; and Bohemia and Moravia for ever
rescued from their control, A. D. 623. The Frank
sovereign demanded obedience as from a vassal; but
Samo dismissed the ambassador who obtruded himself
into his presence in Slav costume. A. D. 630. War

ensued and Dagobert suffered defeat. In the follow--
ing year Dagobert abdicated. The empire established

by Samo fell to pieces at his death in A. D. 662; and
only the central portion,—Bohemia and Moravia, re:
mained true to his memory. ¥

* The narrative of Fredegarius, to whom we are indebted for these
details, derives more than an appearance of probability from the fact
that he recounts Frank misfortunes. Some French writers throw a
shade of doubt upon his record; but it is accepted by eminent author-
ities without question.




CHAPTER 1V.
BOHEMIA ASSUMES A PLACE AMONG NATIONS.

The barbarous and vindictive destruction of Bohe-
mian literature in 1414, in 1547, and again more terri-
bly after the battle of Bila Hora in 1620, yet to be
narrated, deprived the world of many most precious
records of a period when human progress exhibited
its most interesting efforts. Among the fragments
that have descended to us is one referred to the eighth
century entitled the "“Judgment of Libussa.” This
poetic composition, much amplified in details, repre-
sents the convocation of the national council and court
to decide the quarrel of two brothers who contended
for a patrimonial estate. Libussa, who seems to have
occupied a position somewhat similar to that of the
judges in Israel, is represented as dispatching her
messengers to assemble her faithful Kmets, Lekhs
and Vladykas in national deliberation, and also to sum-
mon the contestants personally —Chrudos and Stahlav
before the supreme council. The Lekhs and Vladykas
assemble in the Vysehrad; each takes his place ac-
cording to his age. The princess enters robed in
white, and is seated on her father’s throne in the midst
of the solemn conclave. Beside her stand two holy
maids versed in the knowledge of laws divine; one
holds the tables of the law, and the other the sword
that strikes the guilty. Before them burns the flame
that symbols purification, and at their feet is the water
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that testifies of innocence, and ablution from guilt.*

The princess states her message: “My faithful
Kmets, Lekhs and Viadykas decide between these
two brothers-who are in contention for the inheritance
of their father. After the law of gods immortalt they
ought to possess in common, or divide in equal por-
tions. Kmets, Lekhs and Vladykas confirm my judg-
ment if just it seem to you; but if it seem not just,
then pronounce another sentence, and terminate these
brothers’ quarrel.”

The historical value of this composition consists in
its exhibition of a political condition long established
before the eighth century. It became a classic among
the Chekh and forcibly expresses the settled laws,
customs and constitution of Bohemia. It proclaimed,
preserved, and enforced the rights sovereigh in the
hands of a free, vigorous population. It denotesa rec-
ognized throne, an established public law, the pre-
eminence of the legislature above the crown; and the
final appeal to the united expression of the law of the
land as supreme above both. The Chronicle of Dale-
mil, a production of a much later date, also refers at
length to this famous council. The Bohemians in all
ages most stoutly contended for those rights and that
free system set forth in both these poems; and their
constant claims in all political changes were based
on the same hereditary system which these works ac-
curately picture.

* Here fire and water are employed in their primitive character as
symbolic agents possessing active remedial potency—as we would em-
ploy them at this day Men had not yet descended to the coarse per-
version of this idea in the barbarous ordeal by fire and water of later
ages.

+ This expression can only mean ‘‘according to eternal principlesof
equity”: gods did not always refer to beings. Principles were deities.
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Libussa was prevailed on, according to the Chron-
icle, to search for a consort whose capacity for self-
assertion would relieve the throne from further peril of
contempt for woman’s weakness. The expedient of dis-
covering the needed personage by means of the instinct
of a horse, saddled but without bridle, dismissed un-
der the mysterious guidance of the god of fate,
breathes out a living confidence in ante-christian de-
votion. The horse still continued the representative
of the old cherubic worship among the Germans and
other tribes further to the East.* The horse was the
emblem of Saxon cherubic preference long after the
reason for it had ceased to operate on the steppes;
and their ancestors had introduced that cultus with
them. The figure of a white horse presented by the
bare chalk of the Dorsetshire Hills still attests the
force of Saxon admiration for this symbol, sacred in
ancient and loved by every manly soul in modern days.

In this instance the horse proved to be as successful
as niarriage intermediaries usually are, and more fortu-
nate than the principals in marriage protocolsand diplo-
macies frequently prove themselves to be. The charm-
ing epic presents to Libussa the person of her future
lord, a simple proprietor named Premysl (Przemysl);
and their union was the establishment on the Bohemian
throne of a long dynasty of vigorous princes who -
ruled with uncontested prerogative until A. D. 1306.
It may be that the perspicacity of Libussa discovered
the sterling qualities that distinguished her husband
even under the guise of a modest landholder. Though
a simple “country gentleman” not Ferdinand and Isa-
bella in their best days exceeded Libussa and Premysl

* A white horse is the symbol of some German princes to this day.
King Alfred of England bore it.
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in the wisdom and success of their united adminis-
tration. The rising ground overlooking what is now
the site of Prague, where the Hradschin (Hradcany)
stands, formed a sufficiently elevated and inviting po-
sition for the royal residence; and may have furnished
the name of the Bohemian capital.

From the demise of the first Premysl to the tenth
century the memory of the people had preserved the
names of Nezamysl, Mnata, Wojen, Unislav, Kreso-
mysl, and Neklan as the direct successors of the
founder of the dynasty. The reign of the last named
" duke was turbulent; and an opponent named Vlatis-

lav fiercely contested for chief power. But Neklan’s
general Cestmir overthrew Vlatislav; and although
the hero died of his wounds on the battlefield, Neklan
transmitted his authority in his own line. The names
of Hostivit and Borivoj, the first Christian prince,
close the list to about A. D. 894. The establishment
of this dynasty corresponded to the era of Pepin and
Charles Martel in France; and it was an age of he-
roes.

Only occasional notices in obscure writers refer to
the Bohemian people. The tribes that then occupied
the territories now known as Mecklenburg, Servia,
Croatia, Moravia, Poland, Saxony, Bavaria and the

“surrounding regions were engaged in frequent con-
tests. The alliances and feuds that grew out of the
general confusion are dimly alluded to; and were as
changeable as the evanescent purposes which created
them. The contentions with Poland lasted the longest
and produced the most pernicious consequences, be-
cause there was most to be fought for. :

The Frank frontier was perpetually in dang. . .1
not seldom was violated; and the boundaries «
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mark, at that time more widely extended than at
present, were not sacred’ from the effects of the rival-
ries of dukes, and the reclamations of cattle herders.
All were equally independent and unforgiving; and
haughty words provoked retaliation. The danger to
his empire from the proximity of such troublesome
neighbors early attracted the attention and concentrated
the armies of Charlemagne. The quarrels between
the Obodriti and the Saxons induced the former to
appeal to Charles for protection. So completely did
this prince secure their confidence that they became
his faithful allies and fought valiantly in his ranks.
In return for this service Charles in the year A. D.
789, led an expedition in person against the Veliti,
who had made themselves especially the enemies of
the Obodriti. Charles threw two bridges over the
Elbe, fortified them, and advanced into the heart of
the country. As he approached the capital the aged
Duke Dragovit finding himself powerless to resist,
submitted in open field to the conqueror; paid tribute,
delivered hostages for his obedience, and his people
gave proof of the lesson they had learned.

But Charles was not contented with this success.
The year A. D. 791 saw three armies in motion for
the punishment or subjugation of the Avars in Mora-
via and Hungary. The first army commanded by
Pepin, son of Charles, and by the dukes ot Istria and
Friulia, advanced toward the south into Pannonia.
The second army under Charles himself, marched to
the Danube; while the third, with the Saxons and
Frisians under Theodoric and Meginfried, penetrated
into Bohemia. The purpose of this division of force
is clear. The Bohemians were suspected of being
more than allies of the Avars, and if they were they



46 HISTORY OF BOHEJMIA

probably had good reason to be, and the Frank troops
were dispatched through their country to create a di-
version, while the other forces destroyed Pannonia. In
this expedition Bohemia remained but little injured;
and her pride probably found expression in some re-
prisals which became the pretext for further aggres-
sions on the part of Charlemagne, crowned emperor
of the West at Rome, December 25th, A. D. 8oo.
Great preparations were carried forward for the total
subjugation of the only independent state that now
remained on the eastern border of Germany. The new
latin emperor considered himself insecure so long as
a single small principality remained which had never
acknowledged fealty to a stranger.

‘Natio Slavorum, studio satis aspera belli,

Quos Bohemos vocitant, in se levitate procaci

Irritans Francos Caroli commoverat iram.”

Saxo. Chron. IX.Cent,

Had any more definite cause of offense existed,
Eginhard may well be expectd to have stated it.
Charles had become the servant of the church, but he
failed to perceive his own degradation in being con-
verted into a military executioner under the orders of
a hierarchy.

Warlike preparations lasted until the summer of A.
D. 805. In that year three great hosts were precipi-
tated upon Bohemia. Charles was now too far ad-
vanced in life to take the field in person. One of these
divisions commanded by Adolph and Werner advanced
by Taus (Domazlice) the second under prince Charles
marched from the Rhine to the Egger; while the third
composed of Franks, Saxons and North Slavs, directed
their march to the Saal and the Elbe, and on their
way overwhelmed the Miliceni under their duke,
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Semil. Still a fourth army was conveyed by the fleet
up the Elbe to Magdeburg, and were ordered to hold
the Vileti in check and prevent all assistance to the
Bohemians. Prince Charles besieged Kaadan; and
subsequently all three hosts effected a junction at the
Egger.

The Bohemians, whose sturdy valor had been thus
dreadfully complimented, were not prepared for so
mighty an irruption; and they were totally unable
to resist it. Their prowess formed the theme of denun-
ciation at the imperial court; and the apprehensions
created by a few had magnified their numbers in the
imagination of terrified courtiers. The people fled to
the wilds and mountains; and carried on a guerrilla
warfare. A chieftain named Bech met his death in
one of these petty encounters; and a few forts resisted
with success. The Frankish swords won laurels against
the unresisting. Trees and vegetables succumbed be-
fore the valor of the invaders. For forty days a furi-
ous contest was carried on against grass and shrubs.
The appetite of the invaders triumphed over grain and
fruits; their chargers pranced over every green thing.
The open plains were thoroughly humbled, and lay
still and prostrate; but the men never sued for peace,
never promised even the superscription on a coin, as
tribute; and no hostage or the offer of one gave proof
of the submissive spirit of Bohemia.*

Violent retaliation might be expected, and it came.
French settlements felt the weight of Bohemian hands,
and the terrible fury of Bohemian misery; and again

* Sed Slavi invia et saltus penetrantes, se minime ad pugnam prza-
paraverunt. Vastata autem per XL. dies eadem regione, ducem
eorum Bechonem occidit. Et dum nec jam pabula equis, aut cibaria

excrcitui superessent vastata et ad nihilum redacta jam dicta regione,
at propria reversus est. Eginhard Ann. Mett.
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the Christian emperor issued his commands and a
new host obeyed his summons. Again the destroyer
wasted the land, and rash resistance was smitten
down. Miliduch, a Sorbian prince, fell in fight; his
territory yielded a paltry remuneration to the con-
queror; but Charles found that the Bohemians refused
to starve so long as French villages possessed plenty.
‘The imposition of a tribute upon the nation, and the
alleged consent to pay it by the reigning duke 'may
help to explain the civil war between Neklan and
Vlatislay alluded to above. Possibly the more fiery
noble disdained what he deemed the pusillanimity of
his prince. The only account remaining to us of the
imposition of tribute is contained in the Life of
Charlemagne by Eginhard.*

No proof exists that any tribute was ever paid.

During the long reign of twenty-six years enjoyed
by Louis the Pious, the Bohemians had repose.
They found in this prince a counselor of whom they
stood in need, and an umpire in their domestic con-
tentions. A. D. 814 to 840. The German historian,
Miiller, does not claim more than “a sort of dependent
relation” to the Carlovingian dynasty on the part of
the Premysls.

* Vita Kar, M. ‘“‘Barbaras ac feras nationes ita perdomuit ut eas
tributarias efficeret; inter quas fere pracipuz sunt Welatabi, Sorabi,
Boemanni, cum hisnamque conflixit.” These words contain no proof
or even assertion; but only an inference. The ‘‘charta divisionis
imperii” gives the Bohemians to Ludwig but apparently it was
Pepin who fixed the tribute. ‘‘Pipinus legem instituit ut annuatim
Imperatorum successoribus CXX boves electos, et D. Marcas solva-
mus.” This decree refers to the future. Cosmas II, 119,

The people at that time were well acquainted with the use of
Silos; a practice which is of recent importation among ourselves giv-
ing rise to the term ensilage. The French borrowed it from Algeria.



CHAPTER V.

' DIVISION OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE; AND WAR WITH LOUIS
THE PIOUS.

While these “transient marks of obedience tempted
the French historian to extend the empire of Charle-
magne to the Baltic and the Vistula,” in the words of
Edward Gibbon, the success of the Emperor over the
Avars of Moravia was more decisive and enduring.
In a contest of eight years the entire nobility of the
Huns perished. Not a vestige of human habitation
attested the recent prosperity; the seat of royalty of
tbe Chagan or Shogoon* was totally extirpated; and
the treasures amassed in two hundred years, largely
acquired by the conveyance of the commerce of the

¢ East to the north and west of Europe, thus breaking
the old traffic through France, gratified the . rapacity,
or flattered the sectarian vanity of the conquerors.
The Franks had by this time united the ferocity of
intolerance to their native combativeness; and the
union of the two impelled their swords as much against
a belief that they did not understand, ds against a
neighboring dominion which was not a menace to
their country.

The theocratical relation between the empire and
the church—the former securing and guarding the

* A word still retained in Japan although lost in China.
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country; attacked and destroyed his army; and Lewis
. himself narrowly escaped being made prisoner, A. D.
846. His entire equipment was ceized by the vic-
tors.

Lewis determined to avenge his Jisgrace, and the
vears 847 and 848 witnessed a renewed attempt against
Bohemia. A diversion into Bavaria appears to have .
distracted the king’s purposes; and nothing beyond
some skirmishes ensued. But in, the follcwing year,
849, a formidable force was despatched against the
unyielding enemy. Lewis being too ill to take com-
mand, -entrusted the expedition to duke Eirst. Thak-
ulph, margrave on the Sorbian frontier, and the chief
nobles of Germany swelled the invading ranks with their
retainers. The ensuing battle was fierce, and the Bo-
hemians seemed. on the point of defeat. In this con-
juncture they sent a flag of truce, as we should ex-
press it, to Thakulph who was seriously wounded, pre-
ferring to treat with him as an officer well. acquainted
with their language and customs. During the confer-
ence some German leaders secretly took the offensive
against the inactive Bohemians. The breach of the
laws of war stimulated the fiery hearts of the Chekh.
In desperate fury they returned the assault; broke the
ranks of their enemy; pursued them to their camp,
won the entrenchments, and the German host was
crushed completely. All the military supplies were
taken; and the invaders surrendered their spears and
arrows to the victors. This humiliating defeat pro-
duced a deep sensation through the whole of Germany. *

The incursions of the Normans on the Baltic coast,
and famine and pestilence in Germany compelled

* Rud. Fuld. Ann. 1. 366. Prud. Trec. Ann. I. 444. Annales Xan-
tenses 11, 229.
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Lewis to make peace with Bohemia. The Sorbians
felt the weight of his anger; and the waste of their
fields effected what the sword could not accomplish*

In Moravia more serious events ensued. Rastislav
effected an alliance with the Bulgarians, and also with
Constantinople. Lewis attempted to reduce his disobe-
dient vassal; and in A. D. 855 a German army entered
Moravia. But the spirit of the invadersindicated the
sinking fortunes of the royal house. The intrench-
ments were assaulted in vain; and only serious Ger-
man losses marked the conduct of the expedition.
Rastislav indemnified himself by the plunder of the
trans-danubian principality.t

This period marked the retrogression of the Carlo-
vingian dynasty. Lewis was unable to punish the Sor-
bians who restored Slavitah, a Bohemian lord, dis-
possessed by the Bavarians, and Rastislav naturally
sustained them. Carloman, son of Lewis who gov-
erned Carinthia, formed an alliance with Rastislav
against Lewis, 861-863; and Lewis, the younger,
effected the complete disruption .of the royal house
in A. D. 866. Henceforward the union of the Slavs
against the Germans became the paramount political
sentiment of all the families of Slav descent; of whom
the Chehk in Bohemia formed the strongest and most
compact section at this period.

* Perditis frugibus, et omni spe victis adempta magis eos fame
quam ferro perdomuit. Rud. Fuld. L. C. P. 367.

+ Rex, Hludovicus Slavos Marahenses contra Rastizen parem pros-
pere ducto exercitu, sine victoria rediit. Rastiz cum suis insecutus
glurima trans Danuvium finitimorum loca predando vastavit. Rud.

uld. 1. 369.



CHAPTER VL

SEPARATION OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN CHURCHES
AND ITS RELATION TO BOHEMIA. WAR WITH GERMANY,

The epoch on which we have now entered was
marked by the momentous divergence of the eastern
empire from the western, both in civil and in eccle-
siastical polity. The retrospect of past religious dis-
sensions is always distasteful and seldom profitable;
but a brief review of those that present themselves
cannot here be avoided; for the history of Bohemia
henceforward is largely, if not chiefly affected by the
result of that divergence.

The western church, having been separated from
the state, struggled to establish itself first as an equal,
then as an independent, and finally as a paramount
authority. The great name of Rome was still asso-
ciated with a portentous majesty; and as civil
strength declined, and the reign of belief became es-
tablished, doctrines required submission in proportion
as edicts ceased to circulate. Faith upreared its head
in hope where law had ruled in reason; and a subtle
transfer of allegiance from the scepter to the miter
was effected.

The opening of the ninth century was distinguished
by the contests that raged over the maintenance or
the rejection of images. The Latin church energet-
ically sustained them but with many notable excep-
tions; the Greek patriarchs generally rejected them
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with disdain. Leo, the Armenian, being exasperated
by the spirit of irreconcilable contention that men-
aced him from the west, utterly destroyed the im-
ages, and adopted severe proceelings against their
worshipers.

In 824, Michael, surnamed Balbus, despatched an
embassy to Louis the Pious on the subject of images,
with a request for the emperor's aid in resisting the
intrigue presented at Rome against the peace of the
east by the Pope of Rome as the chief adviser of the
image worshipers.

The succeeding emperor Theophilus had been imbued
with a horror of images; and by his orders they were
removed from the churches and destroyed.

Other and more mysterious sources of discussion
troubled Christendom on the subject of the details of
doctrine. Did the Holy Spirit proceed from the
Father alone; or from the Father and the Son; or
from the Father by the Son; or how?

The Latins adopted the second of these principles;
the Greeks with equal emphasis claimed that the last
expression alone was consistent with a salutary the-
ory. Claims of more practical and tangible character
were encountered in the demand for the restoration
to the Roman See of the churches of Apulia, the rev-
enues of Calabria and Sicily and the extension of its
authority over Bulgaria. The treatise attributed to
Charlemagne, but prepared probably by Alcuin, is
conclusive demonstration of very extensive and au-
thorative rejection of the recent additions to Chris-
tian cultus. The decisions of the Council of Aix la-
Chapelle, under the direct supervision of Charlemagne ;
and the openly declared authority of the churchmen
who surrounded him produced a profound impression;
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more especially as the doctyines of the Roman prelate
appeared largely to depznd on the admission or re-
jection of his claims to the Italian and Greek prov-
inces which formed much of the ground of his contro-
versy. Thus the contest assumed at once a theolog-
ical and a national character. The established con-
victions of the Greeks, and the unity of their empire
combined to concentrate the feelings of the people in
hostility to all the pretensions of Rome. Basil the
Macedonian, and the patriarch Ignatius, repudiated
all concession on the subject of Bulgaria, a Greek
Slavonic province. An archbishop was consecrated
for that country; the Latin clergy were expelled; and
in defiance of Pope John VIII, Bulgaria was perma-
nently attached to the Greek communion.

At the critical moment when the contest concerning
images was at its height embassadors arrived from
Moravia sent by Rastislav to the Greek court. The
real purpose of the embassy was to seek assistance
against Lewis the German, with the double purpose
of resisting the civil and ecclesiastical iutrusion of
the Germans. No proposal could lave been more
welcome. The court advisers selected, in reply to the
theological portion of the embassy, two Greeks, na-
tives of Thessalonica, brothers acquainted with the
Slavenian language and known as Cyril and Meth-
odius. The former really bore the name of Constan-
tine; but according to ancient custom adopted the
religious name of Cyril. He was an educated man cf
philosophical temper. Methodius was by occupation
a painter. Both were imbued with the theological
and national sentiments then uppermost in all Greek
minds; and both became active propagators of Chris-
tian formularies in Moravia, an:l also in Bulgaria, D.l-
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matia and Croatia. They speedily incurred the en-
mity of the German ecclesiastics. A school was estab-
lished at Vitvar, and churches erected at Briinn and
Olmiitz. The preparation of books became necessary;
and as the Slavonian was yet unwritten the brothers
were compelled to introduce a substantially new al-
phabet by a suitable modification of an old one by the
admission of Armenian and other elements. This
Cyrillian alphabet superseded in Moravia, is still
employed in Servia and Bulgaria and forms the chief
basis of the Russian.* These excellent men were in-
defatigable. They introduced Christianity under their
form both in doctrine and ritual into Bohemia; and
laid the foundation of those religious and national
views in opposition to Romano-German influences that
have peculiarly distinguished Bohemians ever since
when tree to express their principles. The object of
these apostles was to teach, to encourage intelli-
gence, to create free service founded on clear appre-
ciation of the subject, and not to introduce mere cer-
emonies. The Bohemians have always logically and
loyally interpreted the spirit of their Greek teachers;
and extended it to its full development in later times.
Their influence in the country created displeasure at
Rome where union with Germany then formed the
prevailing policy. Especial offense was taken at the
use of the Slavonian liturgy, which necessarily ex-
pressed the Greek doctrine and must have discarded
the controverted words “and from the Son” from the
creed. The Bohemians even in that day perceived
attempts made to dispossess them of their own lan-
guage by the usc of another for church formularies,

* Ginzel '‘Geschichte der Slawenapostel Cyrill und Methodius.”
Leimeritz, 1857.
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and other public purposes sustained by the Germans.
Hence they acquired a devoted attachment to the
Cyrillian liturgy. At length a charge of heresy sum-

moned both brothers to Rome. Here Cyril died; and
Methodius became archbishop of Moravia. The Sla-
vonian language was adhered to; but a German eccle-
siastic named Wiching became suffragan to Metho-
dius for the purpose of suppressing the Slavonian lit-
urgy in time. The passionate attachment of Bohe-
mians to their language as the living expression at
once of their origin, their nationality, their independ-
ence, and of the wide separation of themselves from
the Latins in principles and in government, con-
strained their duke, Svatopluk, to address a remon-
strance to Pope John VIIIL. on this and other eccle-
siastical matters. The reply of John VIII. whom we
have already seen anxious to erase the offending word
“filioque” from the ritual, is well worthy of reproduc-
tion here, so far as it touches the subject of Slavonian
language. “Finally we justly praise the Slavonian
characters introduced by Constantine the philosopher,
in which they chant the praises due to God ; and we or
der that the preaching and works of Christ our God
be proclaimed in the same language; since we are
admonished to praise God not in three only but in all
tongues by the sacred authority which commands, say-
ing, Praise God, all ye nations and laud him all ye
peoples; and the Apostles filled with the Holy Spirit
spake in «ll tongues the wonderful words of God;
hence the heavenly trumpet of Paul also resounds,
admonishing ‘Let every tongue confess that our Lord
Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the Father,’ of
which matters also he sufficiently and plainly admon-
ishes us in the first epistle to the Corinthians. that,
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speaking with tongues, we may build the church of
God. Nor is there anything opposed to sound faith
or doctrine in singing the mass in the same Slavonian
tongue, or in reading the holy gospel, or the divine
selections of the Old and New Testament well trans-
lated and explained; or to sing all the other offices of
the hours since he who made three principal lan-
guages, to-wit, Hebrew, -Greek and Latin, himself
created also all the others to his praise and glory.”
Notwithstanding the sound sense and abundant Scrip-
ture of this document officially deciding the point
submitted, the Slavonian liturgy was condemned after
the death of Methodius. It could not be, however,
finally suppressed in Moravia and Bohemia until A.
D. 1094 when the monastery of Sazava, its last asylum,
was destroyed.

The introduction of a new tongue and a strange lit-
urgy gradually supplanted the old doctrine; and while
the creed was sung at Rome in the ninth century with-
out the disputed words; while Leo IV. and Benedict
VIII. directed that it should be recited in Greek; yet
the opposition of Pope Benedict VIII. was overcome
by Henry II. of Germany—i1014—and from that time
the addition “filioque" represented the triumph of
Frank and German politics over the aspirations and
national and religious conviction of the Slavs in Mo-
ravia and Bohemia. But popular attachments cannot
be extirpated by a conclave, a curia, or a rescript.
The tastes, beliefs, and sympathies of the people had
been long established. Resistance to external rule
became a faith under the old empire; and the senti-
ment survived dynasties and triumphed over theolo-
gies.

During the pendency of the religious discussion
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above alluded to internal commotions introduced Duke
Svatopluk to prominence. A chronic condition of war
continued between Lewistand Rastislav. In 864 the
latter, temporarily defeated, accepted vassalage. In
868 war again raged but without result. The year
following the scene of hostilities changed; and a new
and formidable antagonist of Lewis appeared in the
person of Svatopluk, nephew of Rastlislav. The Ger-
man dispatched three armies against his unbending
opponent; one against the Sorbians commanded by
Lewis the younger; another under Karloman against
Svatopluk, and the third under Karl, youngest son of ,
Lewis, marched direct against Rastislav’s strong in-
trenchments, wasted and burned everything within
reach, but failed to shake the firmness or effect any
feat of arms against his antagonist who held his lines
unharmed. But soorn afterward Svatopluk placed him-
self under the protection of Karloman; and Rastislav
in wrath endeavored to ensnare and arrest him. Svat-
opluk was warned, and in turn entrapped his uncle,
who was sent in chains to Lewis. The great Moravian
was deprived eventually of his eyes and immured in
a cloister. In order to strengthen himself, Svatopluk
formed an alliance with Bohemia in 871. But Lewis
again took the field and the Chekh were defeated in
872 and their country greatly wasted. Svatopluk suc-
ceedzad in Moravia; invaded Karloman’s dominions;
and reduced him to such extremity that he called on
Lewis at Metz* to furnish aid, under a kind of threat
never to show himself again to his father if it was
# Hiudovicus apud Metes, nuntium accepit, quod, nisi citissimo
filio suo Carlomanno in marchia contra Wendos subveniret illum ul-

terius non videret. Qui statim ?.d Reginsburg perveniens per missos
suos Wendos modo quo potuit sibi reconciliavit. Hincmar Reim. I.

496.
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not furnished. Lewis concluded a truce at Regensberg
with the victors.  Svatopluk’s sword and the efforts
of Methodius combined effected a religious revolution
in Bohemia. Boriwoj, the reigning duke, and his
duchess, Ludmila, accepted baptism and the Greek
rite was established through the country A. D 871.
The first church structure erected by Boriwoj was St.
Clement’s, a short distance north of Prague; and a
church of St. Clement occupies the saine site to this
day. In the same year in which Methodius died, A.
D. 885, April 6, Svatopluk stood at the height of his
greatness. His young kingdom extended from the
Danube to the borders of Carinthia and Pannonia,
where Duke Arnulph ruled; and prosperity seemed
assured. In 887 Arnulph was chosen emperor; and
in 895 died Boriwoj, duke of Bohemia. His sons,
Spityhnev and Rastislav, appealed for aid to Arnulph
against Mojmir, son of Svatopluk. Arnulph was
crowned at Rome in 896; but died in 899 as was sus-
pected of Italian poison. In the same year we find
the Bohemians and Moravians combined and engaged
in an invasion of Moravia, probably in imperial in-
terest. But a new terror speedily extinguished the
small animosities of principalities and compelled
united Christendom to arouse itself. Arnulph had
unwisely invited the Magyars to lend him aid against
Moravia, and in the year 899 a dreadful host of these
invaders swept across the eastern frontier of Ger-
many. Defeat followed defeat, and these new destroy-
ers speedily reached Saxony and Lorraine. The king,
Lewis the child, was reduced to a tributary; and all
was disaster and confusion. The Magyars,—a branch
of the Ugrian or Ungrian Turks, marched north as
far as Bremen; but soon returned to south Germany,
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A victory at Passau in 913, hardly created a check.
Conrad, the new emperor, effected nothing; and soon
died-a18. Henry of Saxony, surnamed the Fowler,
restored union; and was enabled to consolidate his
empire. The Ungrians had found an unexpected ally
in Vratislav, the son of Ludmila of Bohemia, who
had renounced Christianity. He married Drahomira,
a princess of the Havelli, who instituted a massacre
of Christians. Ludmila with her son Vaclav, known
afterward as St. Wenceslaus, fled to Henry; and
Wenceslaus on doing homage was recognized by Hen-
ry as duke of Bohemia, according to some German
historians; but the accepted fact is that Ludmila was
murdered by her daughter-in-law Drahomira’s order,
A. D. 927. Ludmila was strangled with her own veil
at Tetin whither she had retired to live in seclusion.
Native historians represent Spityhnev and Vratislav
as pious princes whose devotion was displayed by the
erection of church edifices at Prague, Budweis,
(Budejovice) and elsewhere. The years 912 and 926 are
set down as the date of their demise respectively.
Vratislav had been educated by his grandmother Lud-
mila in his earlier years; and imbibed not only his
religious principles from her precepts, but inherited
much of her personal disposition, as is usually the
case with grandchildren. During Drahomira’s regency,
Henry of Germany had inflicted severe losses on the
Slav tribes of the lower Danube, and reduced them
to vassalage to the Empire. Henry's son Thankmar
had been insulted in Bohemia by some of the queen
regent’s followers; war necessarily followed, and Henry
appeared before Prague in 928. Wenceslaus had
undertaken the government though still a minor of
20; and he was compelled to submit to a yearly trib-
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ute of 500 marks of silver, and 120 head of oxen,
and to do homage as a vassal. Wenceslaus was a de-
vout prince. He built and endowed churches in all
parts of his dominions; read the Slavonian Scriptures;
fed and clothed the poor; protected widows and or-
phans; ransomed priests when made prisoners; ad-
ministered justice with strict impartiality; and with
his own hands reaped and harvested the wheat, and
gathered the grapes requisite for the bread and wine of
the communion. These memorials are interesting on
account of the suggestions they afford of the doctrin-
al status of the church in Bohemia in the tenth cen-
tury. Wenceslaus fell under the fratricidal sword of
his brother Boleslav in 935; and Drahomira fled to
Croatia. Churches were erected in honor of the de-
ceased prince; his portrait was stamped on the coin,
engraved on the seals, and emblazoned on the stand-
ards of his country; his memory is held in respectful
veneration. But the spirit of self abasement spread
from the cloister through the country; and for the first
time Bohemia abandoned a courageous self-assertion
under the imaginative, dreamy and dependent spirit of
Wenceslaus.

Otto, elected Emperor A. D. 919, despatched an
army of Saxons and Thuringians under command of
Count Esech against Boleslav. But the latter was
victorious; and after his success proceeded to punish
the mutinous noble who had invited German interfer-
ence. In the year following—938, Otto marched
against Bohemia again with a more formidable force;
and the reduction of Boleslav to the condition of a
vassal spread great joy through Germany, where the
frequent successes of the Slav uprisings had produced
a feeling of insecurity during the years that this war
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lasted. In 946 Boleslav gave hostages for his submis-
sion. But the year 950 again witnessed strife. Young
Boleslav was besieged in Prague; promised the yearly
tribute imposed on his brother, and soon afterwards
the common danger from™ the Magyars united all the
forces of Christendom. On the 1oth of August,955,
southwest of Augsburg was fought the great and de-
cisive battle that decided the fate of Germany, and
humbled the Magyars for ever. The Bohemian con-
tingent and the Suabians were hard pressed by a sud-
den assault; but Duke Conrad restored the fight; the
Turkish camp was stormed; and although thousands
fell in very direction, yet the losses seemed hardly
to diminish the numbers of the vanquished multitude.
A subsequent series of engagements with the Bohe-
mians under Boleslav in person, crushed the hopes of
the Magyars. Lehil, their chief, was made prisoner;
and his followers, with sullen content accepted the
settlements in Hungary they had already won.

The marriage of the Bohemian princess Dubravka
with Miecislav, duke of Poland in g65, introduced
Greek Christianity into the latter country. The Polish
prince and many of his people were baptized by a Bo-
hemian pope in g66; and Dubravka journeyed to Po-
land with an imposing retinue. Boleslav died in
967; and although his reign was inaugurated with
fratricidal violence, his temper was greatly needed
in the pressing emergencies of the times; and he
must be allowed to have added much to his country’s
greatness. )

The irruption of the Magyar invaders in the reign
of Spitigniev, destroyed the empire of Moravia; and
from this period the fortunes of the two principalities
were united under one government. The Bohemian
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authority at this epoch extended northeast to the
heart of Silesia and Poland; southeast to the neigh-
borhood of Kiew in Russia. Moravia proper and White
Croatia were Bohemian provinces. Bolaslav was
obeyed on both sides of the Carpathians, and over the
Bug to Podlachia. But these limits were ill-defined;
and advanced or receded with a battle or an incursion.
A. D. 967 Boleslav II. surnamed the Pious succeeded
to the dukedom; and his duchess Emma is supposed
to have been daughter of Conrad of Burgundy. The
first care of this prince was for the establishment’ of
ecclesiastical authority over Bohemia in the hands of
a resident bishop. Very early in the reign of this
prince, Milada, his sister, journeyed to Rome, (“incer-
tum cujus consilio” says Stransky) and returned to
Bohemia an avowed supporter of the Latin rite. The
princess was the bearer of a bull from Pope John XIII.
on the subject of the disuse of the existing Greek cer-
emonial, and the introduction of the Latin form.
From this event is dated the beginning of religious
strife in Bohemia; A. D g67. Boleslav having re-
ceived the pope's lettet, assembled -the christian
chiefs in council; and having explained that missive
declared his intention to establish the Roman ceremo-
nial under a bishop of that communion. Boleslav
added some instructions to the chieftains before him
to follow his example within their own jurisdiction.
Forthwith murmurs arose; and as was probably in-
tended, there was a divided sentiment. Some were
influenced by respect for the prince and his sister;
but the greater number protested against the innova-
tion as opposed to the order and rite established by
Cyril and Methodius. But Boleslav persisted; and
a compromise smoothed the difficulty for a time.
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Henceforward three religious systems struggled for
freedom or pre-eminence. The old Paganism still pre-
vailed in a few localities. The nobles who frequented
the German court chiefly affected the Latin rite.
But the body of the people clung affectionately to
their Greek forms.* After some consultation on the
subject a slight difficulty presented itself in the exist-
ing dependency of Bohemia on the see of Ratisbon.
But Wolfgan, bishop of that see, surrendered his au-
thority; and a Saxon monk named Ditmar, skilled in
the Bohemian language,. and also.“multum in aula
carus,” was selected as first bishop. :

On the death of Otto in 973, Henry II. of Bavaria
named “the contentious,” asserted his claims to the
Empire against Otto II; and Miecislav of Poland, his
brother-in-law, and Boleslav of Bohemia, united their
forces in his aid. But Otto proved too strong. The
following year Boleslav and Otto concluded peace
which was not afterward violated.

Bishop Ditmar died in 982; and the snem (landtag)
assembled, as the ancient and unquestioned guardian
of public authority in domestic affairst for the election
.of a successor. Vojtech of the house of Slavnik, a
Bohemian, of the ancient possessors of Chekh lineage
was selected. As the Emperor was then in Italy in-

* Graci ritus sacra tenaciter servabat, Stransky ch. VI. § IV. The
inducement to the PrincessMaada or Mary is seen in the fact that
she returned with the office of abbess of a new convent of Benedictine
nuns. Pope John's words confirm Stransky, ‘‘Veruntamen non
secundum ritus aut Secta Bulgariz Gentis, vel Russiz, aut Slavoni-
ce linguz.” Gold. Act. Pub. IV. :

+ Slaveni et Antz non uni parent viro; sed ab antiquo in populari
imperio (§v 8nuoxpareia) vitam agunt. Procop De Bell. Goth., 1.,
II1., p. 498.

His omnibus qui' communiter Lintici vocantur dominus specialiter
non prasidet ullus; unanimi consilio ad placitum suimet necessariz
discutientes, in rebus efficiendis omnes concordant. Thittmar, Mer-
seb, ap, Pertz. V. 812.
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vestiture of staff and ring was then performed by Otto
in person. Adalbert, as Vojtech now styled himself,
made strong efforts to supplant the Slavonic ritual in
Bohemia and Hungary. He was not sufficiently na-
tional in seantiment to suit the tastes of Bohemians;
and he took a virulent partin an endeavor then becom-
ing general to abolish clerical marriage, and estab-
lish rigid celibacy, contrary to the well established
Greek principles and customs of Bohemia. In g8g
he retired to Rome and entered a Benedictine monas-
tery. Adalbert returned on the invitation of Boleslav
and established a similar institution in Bohemia; but
these proceedings created such strong resentment that
he retired again. A few years later having wandered
among the tribes of Prussia, he met a violent death
for a trespass on sacred ground. The see was filled
by Christian, and very soon afterward by Thiddag*
who preserved his episcopate twenty years. A. D.
998..

Boleslav died A. D. 999. His eldest son was al-
ready dead, childless. Boleslav II. succeeded; but
the unsettled principles of succession filled the country
with confusion and rendered the government of the
Premysls during two centuries a long succession of
uncertainty and frequently of disaster.

Scarcely had Boleslav II. ceased to breathe when

* Thiddag is the same as Theodatus, called also Medicus Saxo.
He is reported to have been indebted for his see to his skill as a
necromantic physician; and to have cured Bolislaus I., of paralysis by
a bath of wine, herbs, and spices and three living black puppies four
weeks old Paulini, Dissert. Hist., p. 198.

Other practitioners of the healing art as understood at that period
were not so fortunate; as shown by the instance of Faricius, abbot of
Abingdon, who was elected to the see of Canterbury; but was refused
consecration for the reason that his profession made him acquainted
with feminine physiology, a kind of knowledge held in holy but not in
practical horror by the monks and clergy of that—or any other age.
De. Abbat. Abendon. Chron. Abingdon II. 287.
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Boleslav of Poland surnamed Chrobry or the Brave,
besieged Cracow, as being a fortress naturally apper-
taining to that dukedom. The Bohemians attempted
to relieve the place; but were defeated and Cracow
became henceforth a Polish possession. With the
loss of this fortress the prestige of Bohemian arms re-
ceived a serious blow; and the outer principalities
speedily loosened all connection with the government
of Prague. Within a year all the fruits of the valor
of the first Boleslav had been reft away; and the duke-
dom was reduced to Bohemia proper.

Boleslav II, .if violent, was brave and skillful; and
his vigor was feared and respected. The third Bo-
leslav, named Rufus, inherited apparently only the
cruel element of bis father’s character without its man-
liness. The barbarous violence practiced toward his
brothers drove them and their mother Emma, to the
Court of Henry of Bavaria, and the results of these ex-
cesses were soon apparent in the increased favor
shown to Boleslav Chrcbry by the imperial court.*
The augmentation of Polish power was accomplished
at the expense of Bohemia; and Boleslav Chrobry
reigned at least as titular lord paramount from the
Baltic to the Danube. But discontent in Bohemia
gradually assumed the proportions of open revolt; and
the powerful nobles of the Vrsovici encouraged and
assisted Vladiwoj, brother of the reigning duke of
Poland in aspiring to the crown of Bohemia. Bo-
leslav was compelled to flee with all speed. Henry,
markgraf of east Franconia afforded temporary shelter;

* Bohemiorum dux Bolezlaus,—Cognomento Rufus, impietatis
auctor immensz quia potestas comsortis et successoris est semper
pavida Jaremirum fratrem eunuchizans, junioremque Othelricum in
thermis suffocare capiens una cum matre eosdem patriz expulit
Thittmar, Merseb, 1. V., p. 793.
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but the fugitive eventually withdrew to Schweinfurt
on the Main. Chrcbry endeavored to prevent um-
brage being taken at the increase of power now ob-
tained by his house by submissive promises to Henry
II. But court favor was not long required. Vladiwoj
reigned but one month, and died in the beginning of
A. D. 1003. Jaromir succeeded to the throne of Bo
hemia and was received with joy. But Boleslav Rufus
contrived to obtain the aid of Chrobry; and the lat-
ter reinstated Rufus in Bohemia, while Jaromir a sec-
ond time found himself an exile. Boleslav Rufus had
"“learned nothing and forgotten unothing.” Scarcely
did he find himself “at home again” than he exhibited
the implacability of his temper. Ash Wednesday A.
D. 1003 while the population at large were engaged
in their observance of the day, Boleslav treacherously
invited many of the most prominent persons around
him; and especially the Vrsovici who had proved
themselves his opponents, and murdered them in cold
blood; —himself stabbing his own son-in-law, one of
the Vrsovici, through the body with his dagger. The
Bohemians had probably lost their old spirit; and
now they apealed for aid to Boleslav who had left a
force of Polish troops in support of Rufus. Chrobry
instantly perceiving an opportunity for effecting his
meditated union of all the Slavs under his scepter,
removed Boleslav to Poland where he died a few years
subsequently. Chrobry took possession of the strong
places in Bohemia where his Polish garrisons were
already estahlished. But Henry asserted claims also
on the part of the empire; and sent ambassadors to
Chrobry to signify that war would necessarily ensue °
if he persisted in his pretensions. Chrobry imper-
iously refused vassalage; fortified all the strong places
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on his western frontier; and concluded a treaty with
Hezilo of East Franconia, and other German lords
hostile to Henry. But the latter were soon routed by
the Germans; and Hezilo compelled to take refuge
with Chrobry. The Poles have never been gentie mas-
ters, either in Moscow or in Prague; and they earned
the fierce hatred of the Bohemians at this time. The
banished princes were now regretted. Boleslav had
not the qualifications of Cromwell in being either na-
tive born or supremely successful. In 1004 Henry
assembled an army in Saxony, Thuringia, and Fran-
conia; sent his fleet up the Elbe to assail Poland, and
marched across the Erzegibirge into Bohemia. Jaromir
and Ulrich led the van of the invaders; and Henry
became another Monk* in the eyes of the Bohemians.
The tones of Jaromir’'s summons sufficed to blow open
the gates of a frontier fortress; and Henry secured
a safe entry by this convenient Berwick into the heart
of the country. Boleslav was completely surprised.
His flank was turned; and he hastened toward Prague
to encounter his enemy. In the mean time Ulrich
made himself master of Drevis, another strong place;
and advancing thence, made a dash against Prague.
Ulrich stationed himself on the bridge. A blast of a
huntsman’s horn was the signal agreed on for the gates
to be opened. The Polish guard discovered the as-
sailants and a sharp fight ensued on the bridge. Sobe-
bor, the Polish captain f2ll; and Ulrich and his three
hundred galloped into the town. Other successes were
also announced; and Boleslav took to flight. In a
few days the Polish power melted completely away
and Jaromir “had his own again.”

In the following year 1005 war again broke out with

#* The v'6répor wmporéporv here may be excusable.
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Poland; but success varied and Henry made peace
with Boleslav who retained all his conquests except
Bohemia and Lusatia. During several years the Po-
lish prince offered inducements to Jaromir to con-
clude a close alliance; but past experience and the
inextinguishable hatred of the Chekh nobility prevent-
ed success. Jaromir continued the steady ally of Ger-
many during the years of even the ill success of Henry.
This prince was physically weak but honest, though
of but moderate understanding. His brother Ulrich
(Oldrich) was the Constantine of the family, strong and
self-willed. He well represented the rugged charac-
teristics of the Przemysls; and his daring soul aspired
to freedom from subordination. By a bold ccup o
¢tat Ulrich seized the throne; and Jaromir was com-
pelled a third time to avail himself of the shelter
afforded by neighbors to political refugees. Both
brothers referred their quarrel to Henry; but they
were eventually imprisoned.

Ulrich’s first wife was childless; but his second
whom he espoused, presumably from dynastic neces-
sity, to all appearance without the formality of a di-
vorce, became the mother of Bretislav whom all Bo-
hemia accepted as the legitimate inheritor of ducal
rights, 1014.

In the year 1039 the cultivation of Slavonic litera-
ture received marked encouragement from Bretislav.

The Greek religious foundation of Sazawa was ex-
tended in influence and enlarged in accommodation;
and continued for nearly sixty years to be the chief seat
of native thought and learning in Bohemia. Butit
was also, and to the same extent, an object of jealousy,
as the principal impediment to the leavening process
which constituted the sole and the insidious policy at
that period of Germany and Rome.



CHAPTER VIL

INTERNAL POLITY OF BOHEMIA,

Having presented the history of Bohemia briefly in
the preceding pages during a period of about one
thousand years, let us now endeavor to study the do-
mestic, social, and industrial life of the several classes
of the inhabitants during the same period. As among
all nomads the head of each family was the chief per-
son, and his humble residence sheltered his imme-
diate family relations. '

As the rude cottage was found too small additions
were made until the aggregation formed  a village of
itself. The family swelled into a tribe. Such vil-
liages became numerous; and each householder or occu-
pant of the complex structure, at once house and vil-
lage, possessed his plot of ground as his individual
share of the common property. The community was
regulated by the united voice of the heads of houses,
under the chief direction of the elders. When the
founder of the village had died, and the number of
families and houses formed a village spreading, as
peace prevailed, over a larger space, and cultivating a
wider surface of the common patrimony, the custom
became established, as in all village systems, of elect-
ing or appointing one person to superintend the gen-
eral interests of the whole community: This person
was named a “vladyka”. He had the general super-
vision as public steward; and was removed for neglect
or inefficiency. He might be one of the younger mem-
bers; or of the older. He purchased arnd sold; and
looked after the individual as well as the general in-
terests of his village. These vladykas always formed

e
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an essential and the most numerous component of the
general council or Snem (landtag); and each was the
recognized representative of his village therein. The
duke himself was only a vladyka of the eatire people. "*

The chief leaders of the Chekh on their arrival es-
tablished a pre-eminence of dignity in their own direct
deseendants. These chieftains — kmets,—who were
all extensive landholders, formed a select council;
and exercised the functions of a co-ordinate branch
of the government. Between these nobles and the
vladykas was a second order, whose members styled
lechs were independent projrietors of estates. They
constituted a kind of military class and always furn-
ished the best officers in every emergency. These
classes had the right to be present and take part in
the great council of the nation without question from
any man. These three orders suggest the recollection
of the division of society presctibed by the Institutes
of Menu; and may be referred to the Indo-Caucasian
origin of the Slavs. The same principle niay be dis-
covered in the recognition of military rank as confer-
ring a title to a share in the deliberations of the na
tional assembly, in the well known writ of King John
of England who summoned “quatuor discretos milites”
as representatives of their county.

This system of government by the whole people as
it stood is the form universaily approved by the Slav
nations; and is a full illustration of the realization of
the dream of Pericles; 1 and still more clearly by Ath-

* **Quamdiu igitur Czechus in vivis fmt ®conomicus fuit in repub.

Bo)emz magis quam regius principatus.” Stransky.’

f ovoua uév, 81d ro un is ’o/hyovs aAX is zlu ovas
or'xer'v Gr’uouoaria exdnrar  nEredre 88 ward uiv rovs
rouovs zpos ra xf)‘za 8ur¢o/) rAGL o "iGov xara 8e rijr
akdoty o £'xadros iv rw evSoxauer. Thucydides II, 37.
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enagoras of Syracuse, where the functions of the sep-
arate orders of a complete democracy are specifically
defined.*

To the same general effect Isokrates holds that
special recognition ought to be rendered to men whose
possessions, opportunities, and education enable them
to devote more time, means and advantages of social
training to the public service. -

The memory of these principles had undoubtedly
descended to the Greeks as a member of that great
Aryan family who have given not only laws and in-
stitutions but the spirit of development and progress
to the whole modern world.t The poetry of Greece
and especially the Iliad and Odyssey, and the history
of Teutonic and Slavonian peoples generally are re-
plete with illustrations of the prevalence of the same
sentiment ;—that society is properly constituted in gen-

* lyo 62 onui mpora pdv Spuov Edumav & viuadba
oliyapylav 8% pipos, Emaira @vdaxas uev ’apt'rovs sivar
XPrudrwy rovs mAovGiovs, fovdeicar 8'dv fédridra rovs
turerovs; upr'var 8’y ’arovbavras apiSrarovs wmdovs
xar radra ouoiws xal xarad uepn xat §uurxdvra dv énuo-
xparia ‘1Gouotpéry.

t The affinity between the Greeks and Slavs ascertained by the
researches of Bergmann and Mullendorf affords another link in the
chain that connects the political philosophy of Greek statesmen with
the practical life of the Slavs of Bohemia. ‘‘They were then’ says
Mr. Georges Perrot *'in spite of many apparent differences of lang-
uage. customs and civilization, nearly related to the Greeks; and this
kinship perhaps contributed without the knowledge of either Greeks
or barbarians to facilitate the relations between Hellenes andScythi-
ans.” The agricultural Slavs of the Dnieper, the immediate kin of
the Chekh, were no doubt the agricultural Scythians of Herodotus.

"
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tle undulations, and is nowhere to be dominated by
precipitous impending authority. The manners of
the ancient Germans are abundantly described by
Tacitus* as expressing the free suffrages of the whole
people in the selection of the most suitable counsellors
in peace and generals in war. The Bohemian consti-
tution reflects these principles as by a mirror. The
possession of captives taken in war introduced a modi-
fied slavery; but at no time did the abhorrent system
adopted by the brutal Romans prevail among Slavs.
“Those persons who are held in captivity among them,"
says the Emperor Mauricius,t “are not retained in ser-
vitude for all time, as among other nations. But a
certain period is fixed by agreement of the parties,
within which they are allowed to return to their friends
on payment of the stipulated sum, or they remain
afterward free and friendly with their former masters.”
Agriculture formed the principal industry of the Slav
races. The fields have peopled their heaven with
deified farmers. As among ourselves enforced servi-

* Reges ex nobilitate; duces ex virtute sumunt; nec regibus infinita
aut libera potestas, et duces exemplo potius quam imperio: De
minoribus rebus principes consultant; de majoribus omnes. Mox
rex vel princeps prout ®tas cuique, prout nobilitas prout decus bell-
orum, prout facundia est, audiuntur. Centum singulis ex plebi com-
itis, consilium simul, et auctoritas adsunt. De Morib. Germ. c. 7—
13.
The primitive and fundamental democratic life of the Slavonian
nations is further placed on record by Procopius de Bell. Goth. III.
14.

7a yap E0vny ravra ZAafinvoi re xar “Avrar ovx “ap-
yorrar mwpos d&vdpos évos, aAd’ év Syuoxpareia Ix wa-
Aaiot Povrevovdi, xar 81d rovro 'avrdis r@v mpayuarwy
agt rad re Euugopa xdi ra Suvdxola &S xotvov ayeral.

The Slavonians and Anta are not ruled by one man but live in a
democracy, from old time, and for this reason there is a common in-
terest in all affairs and difficult subjects are managed according to the
common judgment.

t Strategic, 1. XI. p. 273.
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tude was made the penalty for great crime.* It may
not be historical that the Gzarmans borrowed the plough
from the Slavs, and that pflug is derived from plug.
Both terms had a common origin in a common mother
tongue. Unlike modern dwellers in rural districts who
have become extremely suspicious of strangers in all
countries, the sociable instincts of oriental cultivators
were hospitable even to the point of permitting the
unasked removal of provision requisite for the enter-
tainment of a guest. They had the virtues and the
failings of primitive men. They were scrupulous in
observing formal promises.t Marriage had become
an institution most highly respected; and the fidelity
of wives was a most conspicuous feature in the domes-
tic life of this latter period, as it had been of the
Teutonic women described by Tacitus. The survival
of the husband by the wife accompanied by the immo-
lation of the widow reminds us of the Suttee of India;
and may form another trace of the Indo-Caucasian
lineage of the Chekh.f War was the same then as now.
To lie concealed under the water for hours breathing
through a reed, is not more barbarous, though it may
be less scientific, than to despatch a torpedo ,through
the water to destroy a thousand lives. The man is
the torpedo in the former case. During the centuries

* The Monasteries and the Jews made profit from these descriptions
of forced labor in later times. ‘‘Propter quod captivos et mancipia
Christianorum quos mercator Judzus infelici auro emerat " Vita St.
Adalb. Pertz V1. 586. The Spaniards sold thousands of Jews and
Moors into perpetual slavery at the very period our story has reached;

and the Austrians sold many thousands of Bohemians into slavery as
late as 1628.

t Servant sua pacta Bohemi et truces. Gens haud spernenda
Bohemi; quoted by Stransky Repub. Boh. Chap. IV.

t The “‘three rivers" crossed by the Chekh appear to have been
east of the Volga. Zxda3nvov “elvos ro mepahis+ ov Iprpov
of Suidas seems conclusive.
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preceding German supremacy agriculture and cattle

engaged the chief attention of the Bohemians. Wheat

and horses formed a large part of their export; and
the Russian conquercr, Svatoslav,—A. D. g¢64-972,—
who wished to establish his capital at Pereiaslaf on
the Danube writes regarding it: “This place is the
central point of my possessions; and abounds in
weaith. From Greece come precious stuffs, wine,
gold, and all kinds of fruit; from the country of the
Tcheques and Hungarians horses and silver; from
Russia money, furs, wax, and slaves.” Long previous
to this period silk had been in use to some extent in
Bohemia; and we find Libussa described as reclining
on a couch with a silk coverlid.*

Gold was procured from the Bohemian mines until
the r5th century. Iron was mined in sufficient quan-
tity and of the best description, and was fashioned
not only into ploughshares and sickles, but into swords
and spears and heavy battle axes, or rather maces,
helmets, cuirasses, and greaves. All the ordinary
trades both of smelting metal and of wood work were
well known, though implements were rude; and the
arts of the goldsmith and the engraver had made pro-
gress. Beryl, amethyst, emerald, sapphire, jasper,
and some fresh water pearlst furnished more or less
emplovment and profit; while copper, tin, lead and
aluminum as well as silver yielded wealth and fostered
art and skill. -

The political situation in Bohemia being organized
on the foundation of associated village communities
with a pre-eminence of rank conceded to the wealthier

* Ingressus cubile quod solum habuit, tulit inde sericum pulvinar.
Vita St. Adalb., ap Treher p, 77.

{ Stransky, Rep. Boj., ch. L.

e
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individual proprietors the result was necessarily re-
publican in essential character. A special summons
to individuals was issued; and such was in all proba-
bility the earliest mode of issuing writs of parliament. *
The elevation of the first Premysl was a concession
- to the choice of Libussa; and the "prince consort” be-
came an associate in the government. The earliest
laws consisted of the customs and accepted rules ex-
isting chiefly in the daily habits of the people. Until
the twelfth century few written laws existed; such as
there. were found sufficient expression in runic char-
acters; and the improvement by Cyril and Methodius
laid the necessary foundation for a more extensive
vocabulary, and precise legal definitions in subjects
of advancing civilization above the primitive common
law of the people. Formal compilations were subse-
quently made and preserved; the first printed in one
volume by Briccius of Zlitsca. A more satisfagtory
compilation appeared in 1569; and still another under
Maximilian in 1579 published by authority ot the es-
tates. The statutes enacted by the estates composed
of the great nobles as a kind of senate or aula regia,
and the Kmets, Lechs, and Vladykas constituted the
governing rule; and each duke on his election was
required to constitute himself by oath,t as he had
been already nominated as chief executive of the nation.
No Bohemian prince ever thought of claiming the
chief power by right of inheritance alone.

That the soil was owned by individual inheritance

* See instances of individuals being summoned under Athelstan.
Kemble, Saxons in England II. 202.

+ Stransky; ch. V. & 8. Rep. Boj. Still more emphatically § 25:—
Quod Barones, nobiles, et etiam civitates et tota communitas Regni
Bojemiz ex sua libera ¢t bona voluntate, juxta libertates illius regni
elegerunt se in Regem Bojemi, non ex aliquo debito’'—quoting the
coronation oath.
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and not by feudal tenure except in a very few cases
is universally conceded.* The exceptions were not of
Chekh origin; and were practically of no account.
Each man possessed the right to fish, hawk, and hunt
on his own land, and there was not a shadow be-
tween him and heaven on the subject. No tax, tithe or
impost could be levied except by the consent of the
estates. Inthe election of prince, aget held first place;
but the younger was often the public choice in a time
of pressing emergency.]

The military system of the Slavs was far inferior to
that of the Romans.” A shield, helmet, and coat of
mail probably of leather or hide protected the sol-
dier; and a sword, spear, mace, club with a ball slung
at the end, and a lariat constituted the offensive weap-
ons. Each landholder served at his own expense; and
wars in those days were extremely destructive of life.
Fortresses consisted of circles of palisades, strongly
built and with one narrow entrance. In time castles
of wood, and about the twelfth century of stone were
raised on eminences defended by natural position.
The standards of Bohemia were long preserved in the
ancient fortress of Vysehrad; and the national colors

* Bona illorum tota Bojemia pleraque omnia heredetaria sunt seu
allodalia, perpauca feudalia. Stransky. ch. XI. §, 3.

+ The election of the late emperor Nicholas instead of his brother
Constantine was strictly in conformity with the principles in the text,
and is explained by it.

t In Bohemia as in Ireland, Scotland and elsewhere a remnant of
an ancient sacred pillar, regarded with profound veneration long after
its original symbolism had died, was preserved until A. D. 1142; and
probably much later. The Sid Fail of the Irish and the Stone of
Destiny at Scone and still in the coronation chair at Westminster all
had similar origin. This pillar stone was the original whence the
Greek Zr7dy, the obelisk and the spire were descended. See for the
Sacredness of the Bohemian stone Ven. Chron., in Dobner. Monu.

1. 34.
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have been white and scarlet since the first- establish-
ment of knighthood among them.

The Bohemians were and are a practical people and
have always regarded religion, as they have regarded
other things, in the light of its application to the act-
ual education of the intelligence as the immortal soil
from whose cultivation all moral, soctal and political
food must be derived, directly at least. That which
contradicts plain reason cannot be true to the under-
standing, and must be inconsistent with the right di-
rection of the tastes and feelings.

The development of the divine principle here enun-
ciated, both in religion and politics, constitutes the
great drama that Bohemian history presents to the
world. To uphold this principle in their public liie,
they have fought with great and noble determination
for a thousand years and more. To uphold that prin-
ciple in religion the Bohemians endured for centuries
more dreadful tyranny than any other people known
to mankind. They were the objective point of mighty
crusades, they were the victims selected for immo-
lation on the teocalli of bloody sacrifice when the
bleeding heart of the nation was torn out from the
still palpitating body by the high priests of the Mo-
loch of intolerance. ‘My son give me thine heart,”
received an infernal application of perverted significa-
tion. Rk

At the period whereon we have now entered the
policy of Rome to subjugate all countries who accepted
her peculiar communion " meansofa common tongue
—the Latin, had been definitely inaugurated. This
was the language of prescription and authority, al-
though not one syllable of the New Testament doc-
trine had been written in it by any one of the writers
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of that volume. It does not appear that any apostle
was ever acquainted with Latin. Jesus Christ spoke
in Syriac and no other. By means of IL.atin a means
of communication was at once established between the
ecclesiastics of all Latin countries, although the Latin
itself had long ceased to be a speech. For this pur-
pose it was employed in all religious ceremonious ob-
servances. It acquired a sacred character, all the more
because it was dead. Through this language the entire
power of the hierarchy could be concentrated. Nec-
essarily a contest arose in every locality where as in
Bohemia and in ‘Ireland Greek religion, philosophy
and civilization had acquired strong footing. In Bo-
hemia this process was allied with a Germanizing en-
croachment that rendered it doubly hateful to the
great majority of the nation. It was the symbol of
alliance with aliens and oppressors. But while it was
forced upon the churches in public service it never
became the speech of the people even -in religion.
Latin was the language of religious pomp; German
of state ceremonial; but the affections of the people
for their dead were always poured forth in their heart
language, their own native speech of love and sorrow.
They communed with each other around their deceased
kindred in the phrases that moved their lives; and
thus the native speech became a binding link be-

tween themselves and that heaven where they believed
their departed rejoiced in the same familiar speech.*
But this combination constituted a direct violation

* In templis Sermoni Teutonico plebes docent: in cemeteriis Bohe-
mico.” ZEneas Sylvius Hist. Boh.,, c. I. The encroachments are
clearly shown by the same writer Germ., c. 47. ‘‘Intra ecclesias Ten-
tonico tantum sermone instruere populum sacerdotibus permissum
est. Thus the church service was in Latin; the preaching in Ger-
man; but the people clung to the Slavonic. ‘'In cemeteriis autem
Slavonico" says the same writer.
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of the compact between Svatopluk and Pope John
VIII. The akolition of the Slavonian liturgy, how-
ever, gradually concealed the changes in the Greek
creed that could be introduced in no other way. The
people did not understand one syllable of the Latin,
But a secret distrust first and then a hatred of the in-
novations rankled in the hearts of the Bohemians: and
this distrust deepened with years. Silently this con-
trariety was maintained; and eventually Bohemia be-
came known in the eleventh and twelfth centuries as
the abode of persons not really affiliated with Rome;
and willing to welcome persons who sympathized with
Bohemian feelings for similar reasons. During those
centuries Bohemia became noiselessly a place of ref-
uge for many such from other places. ’

At that period Rome was still far from possessing
unobstructed dominion, religious or otherwise, even in
Italy. In France large populations exhibited a spirit
and a philosophy strongly at variance with her teach-
ing. Constantinople was still strong; and her name,
her power and her literature reigned paramount in the
regions surrounding Bohemia, except on the side of
Germany. Many of Reme’s preminent dectrines were
still repudiated even within her own borders; and exten-
sive opposition to her alleged novelties occupied the re-
ligious and learned discussions of Europe. The pop-
ulations with whom Bohemia traded, sympathized
with her resistance to Rome; and when persecution
arose in France and along the Rhine, at Cologne, at
Metz, Strasburg, Languedoc and elsewhere, the silent
sympathy of Bohemia attracted the homeless and the
conscieutious. The Slavonian mind, lineage, and na-
tionality loathed the alien latinity, partly insinuated,
partly forced on them from Germany and Rome. Bo-
hemia never was Romarn and never will be.



INTERNAL POLITY OF BOHEMIA 83

In addition to the foregoing considerations the prin-
ciple and the example of a married clergy established
by the Greek communion exhibited to the minds of
the people a dangerous contrast between the social
condition of the clergy as it existed and as it was
threatened to be made. The law of celibacy was de-
nounced in all countries, and strenuously resisted in
eastern Europe. Essentially -vulgar when founded
on assumptions of superior holiness, it introduced
some new, and aggravated many former evils. The es-
sential conditions of humanity cannot possibly be im-
pure; and a compliance with them is not only in per-
fect harmony with the highest law of our being, but
is the perfection of that being itself. The deprivation
of domestic experience and of the cultivation of all
the virtues that can only be nurtured in domestic and
family life ieaves the celibate, man’ and woman, des-
titute of the loftiest and most purifying culture that
human nature is capable of. Without these virtues
in active exercise, and without that elevation of char-
acter which they confer, and which nothing else can
supply, the unmarried man or woman is maimed in
education, and defective in moral training. Many
parents—let us hope most parents, have been elevated
to a rank of Christian patience, tenderness, emotion,
and resignation, as well as self-sacrificing devotion of
which the celibate can know nothing. To deprive a
man or woman of the opportunity to be virtuous in a
direction in which other people are virtuous, and to
call that man or woman more virtuous for that reason,
is equivalent to cutting off a limb and then asserting
that the mangled remainder is more effective as a
body. Numerous councils had already complained
severely of the intemperate, immoral, and scandalous
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lives of bishops and clergy under the law of celibacy.
Bishop Adalbert’s denunciations of a married clergy
formed the chief reason for his enforced retirement
from Prague. The clergy not of Bohemia only but
of all Slavonian countries, of Lombardy, of Naples,
of Germany had always claimed the right of
marriage. Ulrich, bishop of Augsburg—contempo-
rary of Cyril and Methodius, contrasted the vices of
the celibate with the quiet uomestic lives of the mar-
ried clergy. The Bohemians contended that St. Peter,
still an apostle, was a married man; and that St.
Paul claimed the right to have a “wife that is a be-
liever, even as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas,
and the rest of the apostles.”* This Greek principle
had become the universal practice in Bohemia. Such
was the general condition of the country at the period
we have reached ; and sufficient political, religious and
national fuel existed for a tedious and cruel conflagra-
tion when the torch of the destroyer should be applied.

* 1 Cor. IX. Revised version. The corruption of Paul's phrase
“ad&A 5 yvvyliterally a wife who is a sister to mean a sister to min-
ister to him without being a wife is so unscholarly that only a desper-

ate cause could suggest it. Paul's meaning is that a church member
should marry only a church member.




CHAPTER VIIL

THE GREAT ERA OF BRETISLAV—ADMINISTRATION OF BOHE-
MIA STRICTLY NATIVE AND LO.CAL.

The decease of Henry II. of Germany, July 24,
and of Boleslav Chrabary in June of the year follow-
ing, produced results of the most momentous impor-
tance to Bohemia. Duke Ulrich could not avoid tak-
ing part in the election of Conrad the Frank, as he
owed his throne to the interposition of Germany; and
he probably did not foresee the consequences to his
country that his act involved. Boleslav was suc-
ceeded by Miecislav II. surnamed the Idle, who af-
forded another of the many instances of the manly
energy in the father being followed by incompe-
tence in the son; an illustration perhaps of the
operation of human instincts, unconsciously seek-
ing alliances in marriage with persons of the oppo-
site character, and producing generally beneficent re-
sults in maintaining the equilibrium of the human
species.

Betzprem, another son of Chrobry, supposing him-
self aggrieved by the accession of Miecislav, or claim-
ing a portion of the Polish dominions on the fatal
principle of partition, took refuge with Stephen, King
of Hungary, his uncle. In 1026 Stephen began war,
and devastated the territories of Miecislav not only be- -
tween the Danube and the Carpathians but all through
Moravia itself. On the other hand Conrad powerfully

85
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assisted the prince of Poland. The years 1028,
1029 and 1030 witnessed dreadful devastation of the
regions in dispute; but the result was favorable to
Stephen; and the Hungarians held Moravia as well
as the other conquered territories. The removal of
Chrabry by death, and the distraction of Poland by
the events just named, afforded Bohemia an oppor-
tunity to recover her lost Moravian provinces. For
this purpose a powerful force was placed under com-
mand of Ulrich’s son, Bretislav, a young man of great
energy and ability, and the hope of his country.
Sweeping like a whirlwind over Moravia, Bretislav
everywhere defeated and expelled the Hungarians
who had created a wilderness where they found a
garden. Public edifices of all descriptions had been
destroyed. Every monument of civilized life in Mo-
ravia had been broken up; nothing remained but mis-
ery and ruin. During this terrible period the Greek
churches erected by Cyril were torn down, and even
their site obliterated. Books and memcrials of all
kinds of Bohemian culture were searched out for de-
struction ; and an utter termination put to the most
interesting and beautiful period of Moravian history.
Bretislav devoted large estates to the erection and
maintenance of religious and educational establish-
ments. Churches were built again but on the Roman
model. Greek literature disappeared. The Bohemian
commander recompensed his officers with extensive
possessions in the reconquered country. Zupans, or
Castellans, were appointed to maintain order, and ex-
ercise local authority; and Marquisates created for
the special observation and defense of the border dis-
tricts. The year 1030 witnessed war again between
Kaisar Conrad and Stephen of Hungary. Young Bre-
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tislav took part in this war against his father’s will;
but to the great satisfaction of the Emperor. Ulrich
and Bretislav were not reconciled for several years;
and the prince seems fo have devoted himself to friend-
ly and affectionate ministrations to his fugitive uncle,
Jaromir.

In the meantime Conrad interpreted the demeanor
of Ulrich during the last war with Hungary as an in-
dication of hostility; and summoned him to his court.
The duke paid no attenticn; but appears to have pre-
sented himself under compulsion at Regensburg in
1033. The Emperor ordered a partition of Bohemia
between Ulrich and Jaromir; and the former was dis-
missed on promise of compliance. But no sooner did
he find himself at a distance than he disavowed the
entire proceedings as duress; had his brother Jaromir
blinded ; banished his son from Moravia and set the
emperor at defiance. Bretislav retired to Henry,
duke of Bavaria, who raised an army and restored
him. Conrad was too much occupied by other serious
events to devote his whole time to Bohemia; and
Ulrich continued independent or contumacious until
his death in 1037.. On this event happening, Jaromir
and Bretislav returned to Prague, the former from his
residence at Lysa, and the latter from his principal-
ity. The unsighted Jaromir, in the presence of all
the assembled estates of the country, formally installed
Bretislav on the ducal throne after the usual and an-
cient formalities of election.

The accession of Bretislav constitutes the com-
mencement of a new era in the history of Bohemia.
This prince possessed a splendid presence and great
qualities. He was a fierce and formidable warrior
and eminently judicious and temperate in civil admin- )
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istration. Full of energy, and of a sound perspica-
cious judgment, he knew the value of discretion as
well as vigor; and he is justly known as the Restorer
of Bohemia.

The circumstances of the period were favorable to
the projects formed by Bretislav. Miecislav of Poland
had died in 1034, and much confusion and civil strife
reigned in that country. King Stephen of Hungary
was dead; and his successor not yet established in
power; and Conrad was much occupied by the con-
tentions in Germany respecting the hereditary tenures
of the tenants of the nobles whom he wished to depress
by making their sub-feudatories permanent owners of
their estates; and by the resistance created by a com-
bination in Italy of which Aribert of Milan was ac-
cused of being the leader. This latter chieftain es-
tablished a precedent of the gravest importance, in
arming the citizens of Milan and conferring on them
a formal code of laws, and a military organization.
This proceeding formed the kernel of that system of
free citizenship which revived the municipal spirit of
old Rome still latent in Milan and many other cities,
and became the animating spirit of all Italian and
many other European communities during several cen-
turies;—gave rise in fact, to the system of communes
and municipalities which distingishes modern life,
and constitutes the most progressive though the most
difficult portion of practical government.*

* It is not here forgotten that Spanish municipal institutions arose
from the requirements of the moment in the necessity created for a
system of order in each locality as the Moors were gradually driven
back; and showed the readiness ofmen in adopting regularity of self-
governme nt as the occasion arises. The Spaniards, like others, need-
ed only to be let alone: every man being like Figaro ‘ persuade q'un

grand nous fait assez de bien, quand il ne nous fait pas de mal "
Barb. de Sev.
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Poland felt the first effects of the ambition of Bre-
tislav. The country was in fact defenseless; the
factions were engaged in constant strife, and hated
‘each other more than the invaders. Cracow and the
other strong places were speedily reduced. Treasures
were seized and carried off; churches were rifled and
their valuables removed; and the mouldering remains
of Saint Adalbert, esteemed of more value to Poland
than knowledge, valor, and patriotism all combined,
were eagerly coveted by the conquerors to confer a
safety on Bohemia such as had hegun to be dreamed
of since the religious philosophy of Cyril and Method-
ius had been banished. The plunder and the corpse
were accorded a splendid triumphal procession into
Prague, where bishops’ croziers, altar cloths blazing
with gold and precious stones, were accorded the
honors of public veneration as on the occasion of a
national victory.

The very year of these occurrences— 1039, Conrad
died ; and his son and successor, Henry IIl. viewed
the proceedings of Bretislav in Poland as of more im-
portance than the simple larceny of a corpse. Not
being under any personal obligation to the Bohemian
duke, Henry regarded the invasion of Poland as a
very serious disturbing influence on the eastern border
of the empire; and fortunately Henry's great quali-
ties, unlike those of Bretislav in this instance, had
not been corrupted by any education that could lead
him to regard a skeleton as a tutelary divinity. Pope
Benedict IX. affected much indignation at the profa-
nation of the Polish churches, while his bishops were
in possession of the plundered pictures and relics;
and it was the policy of the papacy to sustain the
empire. While still in the heart of Poland, Bretislav
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heard of the preparations against him; and at once
offered to pay the tribute formally imposed,—of one
hundred and twenty oxen, and five hundred marks of
silver; but stoutly refused to surrender the Polish
provinces or return the treasure or the saint. He sent
his son, Spityhnev, to Henry, as pledge of his good
intentions.

In the following year, 1040, two German armies
crossed the frontier; one under the Kaisar’'s direct
command by the Beehmerwald, the other under Bardo,
archbishop of Mayence, and Ekkard Margrave of Meis-
sen. Bretislav also divided his forces; and having
the advantage ol knowing the ground, he took a strong
position in the forest; and fortified it with works
formidable in that period. The Germans here made
the attack under great disadvantage. Several of their
most distinguished officers were killed before the in-
trenchments; and after two days’ fighting, the Em-
peror was forced to retire, leaving a large number of
his men dead, and many wounded and prisoners. Bre-
tislav immediately hastened to oppose the invaders on
the north. Here also his vigor was successful. The
Germans lost heavily and withdrew in total discom-
fiture. At the same time Henry restored Spityhnev to
his father in exchange of prisoners. Henry’s prestige
was in peril; and he determined to avenge his defeat
and assert his authority. The following year two ar-
mies still stronger were hurled against Bohemia.
Guided, it is stated, by a German hermit who had
long inhabited the Bahmerwald and knew all its in-
tricacies, the invaders directed their march further
south where the country presented fewer obstacles.
Deprived of his natural fortresses, Bretislav could
make little resistance; and his enemy was speedily
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in fhe heart of the country. Bretislav’s lieutenant in
the north, the Zupan Perkos was accused of treach-
ery in making only a show of defense, and in reality
of having sold his country. Bretislav was not with-
out hope, as Prague was strong and,é well supplied.
But his prudence came to his aid ; and a composition
was effected by which he agreed to a tribute fox the
future as well as the payment of the arrears for three
years past; to acknowledge the supremacy of the em-
pire and to surrender the Polish provinces. He suc-
ceeded in retaining Moravia where he had rights, as
the two states had long been formally united.*

The wish for practical independence had long cre-
ated a desire in the minds of Bohemian rulers for a
controlling authority in ecclesiastical affairs established
within Bohemia itself and governed by an archbishop. .
The insidious and undermining influence of alien poli-
tics exerted through foreign archbishops who controlled
the bishop of Prague, and introduced into ecclesiastic-
al dignities persons who confounded individual and
national feelings, and taught principles foreign to Bo-
hemian interests and independence even in local affairs,
had long béen found an impediment and an injury.
Alien associations were gradually formed by Bohemian

* The conclusion of this peace as described by Aventinus—Annal.
Bojoi., lib. 5, fol. 408 et seq, is so obviously distorted and exaggerated
that no reliance can be placed on the details he has left. He says
that not only Spityknev but his three brothers were surrendered as
bostages and that the right to execute them was conceded to Henry if
Bretislav should not adhere to his stipulations. But immediately
afterwards the preparations made to remove the obstructions in the
Beehmerwald are described and Bretislav is represented as coming in-
to Henry's presence ‘'pedibus, lachrimabundus, adoperto capite.”
calceis pedibus detractis corpus humi prosternit.” This abject hu-
miliation was so utterly foreign from the character of Henry and Bre-
tislav, and so inconsistent with the relations that henceforward con-
tinued between them that it may be classed among the malignant
falsifications of history, The younger princes were not surrendered
to Germany at all; and Spityhnev was restored after the first battle.



92 HISTORY OF BOHEMIA

subjects brought up under foreign influences. Polit-
ical affiliations were founded, through the intervention
of church schools, with other powers that possessed
authority enough with ecclesiastical corporations to
have men appointed to ruling positions in Bohemia ;
and alien doctrines and interests were maintained un-
der cover of allegiance to religious institutions, whose
chief seat was sitnated within the dominions of rival
and frequently hostile governments. A youth taught
to venerate as an “alma mater” an educational estab-
lishment, especially if associated with principles of
religion inculcated as most sacred, whose chief dig-
nity was derived from an eminence and mayhap a ce-
lebrity drawn from the attention and generosity of a
foreign authority, would necessarily yield his heart’s
attachment and devotion to the founders and support-
ers of the school and the learning that he was taught
to love: “where his treasure was, there would his
heart be also.” Under such circumstances the incul-
cation of feelings of dissatisfaction with Bohemian in-
stitutions and Bohemian laws and rulers would ex-
press itself in many ways, and always with more or
less acrimony. Especially would this 'be the case and
was the case in Bohemia where the language of the
people differed essentially from that which had been
introduced covertly under the guise of sacred litera-
ture; and where also the existing liturgy and laws
that had been handed down from the first tcachers
were assailed as the source of sedition on the one
hand, and heresy on the other, by the representatives
of foreign ecclesiastical and political domination. The
establishment of a local and if possible a native arch- -
episcopate was therefore a most natural desire on the
part of Bohemian rulers. Whether this policy succeeded
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as was intended. by Bretislav, will be seen hereafter.
The Pope of Rome affected still to feel indignation
at the sacrilegious invasion of Polish churches. The
duke could obtain only the assembling of a synod to
consider the question: the discussions lasted several
years; and the affair terminated in the promotion of
Prague to an arch-episcopal see, after the expenditure
of large sums for the concession. Bretislav, also felt
himself obliged perhaps by an express promise to
atone for his proceedings in Poland by the creation
of a new religious foundation; and the collegiate
churck of Stara Boleslav (Altbunzlav) owes its origin
to this circumstance. But Bretislav was a statesman
as well as a patriot; and his wisdom did not permit
hiin to neglect the Slavonian-Greek establishment at
Sazava. This foundation which still expressed the
native taste in literature, language, and home feeling
_ was richly extended and strengthened A. D. 1053.
From this period Bohemia and Moravia enjoyed in-
ternal repose for many years. Bretislav, indeed, took
part with Henry I1I. against Hungary in 1041 in fa-
vor of King Peter; but after the latter prince suffered
the barbarous but not unusual calamity among princes
in that age of being violently deprived of sight, the
contest was continued against Andreas, the successor
of Peter; and although Henry made three expeditions
thither, his success was not equal to his expectations.
This contest did not interfere with the quiet progress
of Bohemia in wealth and prosperity. The internal
administration was conducted with constant care, and
much judgment and ability. Every department felt
the presence of a master mind ; and the justice and firm
rulc of Bretislav maintained discipline and promoted
progress in every portion of his dominions, and through
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all branches of the public service. Nowhere was the
supremacy of this prince more respected than in his
own family; and not one of his five sons ever ventured
to assert the slightest claim against the authbrity of
Bretislav. They knew their father too well for that.
No monk or bishop ever presumed to suggest an in-
vidious or exceptional demeanor toward the represen-
tative of any asserted light from heaven, or against
the instructors of any useful art, philosophy, or lan-
guage; and especially not against the teachers of the
ancient and venerated Slavonian. Not ‘Edward I. of
England himself when he held up the written proof of
suggested treason in the face of the recreant arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and saw the would-be traitor
in tears before him*, was better recognized as the
sovereign of the land, even against mitred plotters,
than was Bretislav in his steadily sustained supremacy
over all persons and things, lay and clerical, in his
dominions.

Spityhnev had been already constituted lieutenant
of his father in Moravia with the courtesy title of duke
in 1048; and Bretislav was active in traversing all the
border districts, in establishing local fortresses, and
commissioning Zupans for the defense of the frontier.
Prague was newly fortified; and the whole country
placed in the best condition of security that circum-
stances would allow. The most important service ren-
dered by this distinguished prince to his country from
a political point of view, consisted in the change which
his authority, wisdom, and influence enabled him to
effect in the system of succession to the dukedom.
Hitherto the Slavonic custom of division and subdi-

£ Sce the Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury by the Dean of
Chichester.
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vision of an inheritance was extended to the succes-
sion to the crown, as well as private estates. This
system, which, as already suggested is not the most
expedient either in public or private life, although
it contains elements of equity, had been fruitful in
quarrels, treason, and bloodshed among the. ducal ca-
dets of Bohemia, had at length become dangerous to
the unity, and hence to the safety of the country. It
had become a peremptory necessity that all petty
claims of sovereignty among the sons of the reigning
duke should merge in one central authority; and that
the junior branches should receive compensatory al-
lowance from local revenues, or from the formal in-
come derived from direct official duties. Bretislav had
reached the age of forty-nine years when he promul-
gated his pragmatic decree fixing the succession to
the dukedom in the eldest male member of the family
absolutely; and providing dignified provincial posi-
tions for the juniors. With this view Spityhnev was
formally designated as successor to the dukedom of Bo-
hemia, as lord paramount; his three brothers, Vratis-
lav, Conrad and Otto, were established at . Olmiitz,
Znaim and Briinn respectively; while the youngest,
Jaromir, was reserved for a modest bishopric in
Prague, like the VIII. Henry of the Tudors in his
younger days. But royalty is always contented if only
its roots are in fat places. This decree was published
with all solemnity, and the required oath of allegiance
under it was imposed in due form; but although con-
ceived in foresight and drawn up with much practical
wisdom, it failed to reach all the evils it was designed
to prevent.

While still in the vigor of his manhood Bretislav
was struck down by sickness at Chrudim, and died
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there in 1055 in the fiftieth year of his age. The pre-
mature decease of this great prince was a serious
shock to his countrymen, and a still more dreadful
calamity to his family. His vigor and wisdom ren-
dered signal service to Bohemia; and his remains
were deposited in the church of St. Vitus in Prague
amid universal mourning.

To this prince belongs the honor of consolidating
the provinces of Bohemia under one central authority,
and thus of completing the work begun by his father.
Disdain of submission to alien power found expression
in refusal of tribute, or any other token of subser-
vience.

Spityhnev ascended the ducal throne amid the accla-
mations of all ranks, and with the ancient formalities
of election. He was dignified in manners and aspect;
and is described as of handsome person, with very
black hair, full beard, cheeks fair and ruddy ; and full
of manly energy and mental resource.* But with all
these advantages he was by no means the equal of
his father; and had been reared in a school of which
the second Ferdinand and the second Philip in a sub-
sequent age are familiar examples, a school new to
Bohemia, and a school whose blingness eventually im-
posed frightful calamities on the country.

The civil and judicial administration of Bohe mia,
at the accession of Spityhnev, may be here conven-
iently and briefly described.

The manners of the eleventh century were—if pos-
sible, more barbarous than those of the tenth had
been. Continual feuds for private interests and for

* Erat vir valde speciosus, csarie piu nigrior atra, barba pro-
lixa, facie lata, gence ejus candidiores nive et parum rubentes per me-
dium. Cosmas Pragen. L., c., p. 429.

Erat vir prudens verum in discriminine. Ibid., p. 134.
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the gratification of personal animosity, and destructive
wars between classes and peoples rendered Germany,
France, and Italy a scene of constant bloodshed and dis-
turbance. No organized system for the administration
of justice, and no authority to enforce the decrees of
such courts as had a feeble tenure of jurisdiction ex-
isted anywhere to which men could appeal with any
confidence either for just principles of law, or the
vindication of the right by the hand of power. The
primitive jurisdictions that had sprung out of the for-
mative elements of earlier mediaval society had be-
come gradually weakened, and in many districts were
totally obliterated. The imperial authority had not
become consolidated, since the fall of the Carlovin-
gians, so as to be able to inaugurate a system of ad-
ministration that could penetrate all provinces and
reach every hamlet. The feudal barons struggled for
increased power over their sub-feudatories; and were
obliged to maintain their possessions with the strong
hand. Cities and municipalities were not yet called
into active and formal participation in public counsels
generally ; and their internal regulation had become
an organized subdivision into rival clans and factions
where there was any organization at all. The smaller
towns, which had grown up under the shadow of the
baronial fortalice that frowned from the neighboring
eminence, were necessarily ruled by the lord of the
ramparts to whose shelter the people had gradually
repaired. The church consisted of some smouldering
ecclesiastical ashes and charred embers at Rome, with
some burning and illuminating coals still lighted and
cheerful in isolated places at a distance. Rome itself
was the scene of disgraceful profligacy and degeneracy
that had seized on all conditions and callings. Not
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only no man looked toward Rome with any respect
but all men regarded her with disgust and contempt;
and her reformation was undertaken necessarily from
without, and by civil rulers who keenly felt their deg-
radation and were ashamed of her shame. Some
well intentioned persons struggled to relieve the dis-
tress of the times by an appeal to a kind of religious
feeling ; and the “Truce of God,” an institution not
of christian origin, and which now called on all
christians to lay aside feuds and enmities, obtained .
only very limited success. An extraordinary injunction
issued from the ecclesiastical mind of the time requir-
ing all persons to suspend fighting, public and pri-
vate, from Wednesday evening of each week until the
following Monday morning. A. D. 1043. Probably
it was necessary to leave the other three days as a safety
valve to prevent a destructive explosion of the entire
arrangement. No doubt every Thursday morning the
calendar of the primary courts of the period must have
contained a heavy list of disfigured eyes, and battered
noses as expressive of the chartered pugnacity of the
preceding interregnum. Unhappily even such tribu-
nals did not exist. If they had existed the purses of
the justices, mostly ecclesiastics, must have grown
as plethoric as they do now in similar cases. Neither
church nor state seems to have possessed a single
principle capable of touching the reason of men ; both
despised all appeal to men’s hearts; and personal
flagellation was the most effectual cure for metaphys-
ical distempers in the judgment even of the best men
of the day. Henry IIL. caused a chastisement of this
kind to be inflicted on himself whenever it was his
duty to assume the imperial crown as the badge of
his imperial dignity.
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The papacy partook of the general confusion. Three
rival popes, each under the usual odium theologicum
of his competitors, struggled for the mastery of the
“Chair-of Peter.” The synod of Sutri, A. D. 1046,
solemnly vested in Henry the right to nominate the
ruier of the Roman hierarchy. Acting under this con-
ceded authority, Henry nominated three popesin suc-
cession—Clement II., Damasus II., and Leo IX.
The college of cardinals for the first time adopted the
practice of eiecting the pope only during the minority
of the succeeding emperor, Henry IV., in 1056; and
from that time all reference to the people was aban-
doned.

During all this confusion and cruelty, not only
peace and prosperity reigned in Bohemia, as we have
seen, but respect for law and duty, public and private,
was seen daily exhibited; and the most formal and
detailed procedure was maintained in the administra-
tion of justice.

Up to the age of Libussa, and for a long time after-
ward private differences seem to have been adjusted
by the summoning of a court of notables as occasion
required. For minor questions the authority of the
local magnate was sufficient, and the customs of the
people had become so well established that but little
direct intervention of power seems to have been need-
ed. Custom becomes a kind of instinct; and needs
no enforcement. But formal courts were gradually
more and more recognized; and their constitution pre-
sented a singular blending of primitive customs, and
rules imposed by authority. The gradual formation
of a class of judicial functionaries as distinct from the
landed proprietors becomes also discernible. The courts
fundamentally were organized as higher, lower, and
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. riparian. The higher courts exercised jurisdiction
over offenses connected with landed property. Of
this class were—the retention of a serf by one propri-
etor and the refusal to surrender him on demand by
another who claimed to be his suzerain and protector;
the reception of a fugitive from justice condemned to
a fine or other penalty for breach of territorial law;
pouching; interference with boundaries and the evi-
dences of the same; contentions between townsmen
and land tenants; violations of forestry laws, and
others direetly affecting landed interests. These courts
had no fixed seat or terms; but were convened as occa-
sion, or the nature of the case, or local convenience
requirad, ‘They were presided over by the more ca-
pable of the landholders not interested in the subject
at isune ; and the presiding judges were never less
than two, The mode of summons to the parties is
not clear; but in the absence of written documents a
message by the representative of a local magistrate
would probably suffice. The plaintiff might be expect-
ad and the defendant had the option presumably of
defending himself.  An appeal was permitted to the
ducal council before mentioned. The community of
interest in the maintenance of justice in such causes
of necessity produced a sense  of equity in the minds
of these judges; and the system was satisfactory. The
lower courts took cognizance of “Common Pleas;” and
adjudicated matters of private griecvance between citi-
zens of all ranks below the nobles. Civil and crim-
inal jutisdiction was possessed by them; and a close
resemblance is observable between them both in juris-
diction, caunes, and practice, and the county courts
in some, il not all of the United States. The orig-
inal constitution of these courts is referred to A. D.
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791. Some parts of the procedure bear a resemblance
to the pratorian customs in Rome; and some other
parts to the earliest procedure in the English courts
where the clerks decided on the form of process, ac-
cording to the circumstances. The complainant stated
his case, the judge in attendance decided on the
proper form, summons was issued to the defendant;
on his appearance the complaint was explained to
him, his defense was noted down, witnesses were pro-
duced on both sides, formal arguments on the case
were submitted to the court, and sentence was finally
given after full hearing of the parties in presence pf
each other in open court. No secret tribunal ever
existed in Bohemia. Justice was always administered
in public according to the ancient and unintermitted
custom of the people. These courts heard and de-
cided causes in all the cities, towns, and villages of
the country; and even members of the nobility inter-
ested in questions within the jurisdiction of these
tribunals were subject to their authority, so far as
those interests went. The local dignitary or consul,
with his civic council, constituted the usual court;

and sessions were held either weekly, on alternate

days, or daily, as population and occasion required.
The court was convened either in a public hall or in
the open air. A singular system also prevailed of
having appeals to separate judges, one after the other,
from the lower to the higher, not assembled “in banc,”
but individually; each with a sworn clerk, decided the
case at his own residence; a very primitive but effect-
ual kind of chamber practice. The complaint, process,
pleadings and judgment constituted a public record
under seal.*

# Quia enim experientia longa explorata est Bojemorum, preesertim
nibiliorum, certa in dictis factisque fides, ideo nihil hic visum est esse,

14
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The riparian court held jurisdiction over all causes
arising from the inflow and outflow of rivers, from
mills, bridges, aqueducts, encroachments, banks, irri-
gations, and other matters connected immediately with
the interests arising from the use of the streams in
their natural, or artificial condition. This was a special
court; and the judges consisted of persons of known .
skill and experience in the subjects under litigation;
assisted by lawyers versed in the laws of the country
and the decisions of past ages. But there is no evidence
of trained lawyers in Bohemia before the thirteenth
century. The judgment always conformed to the gen-
eral law; (“dicere ex more solent” says Stransky,
and this expression certainly refers to the predomi-
nance of custom); but was adjusted to the circum-
stances of each case. Stransky’s language does not
necessarily exclude the idea of advocacy; but it strong-
ly implies the contrary.

The jurisdiction of this court was criminal as well
as civil. In the former case sentence was pronounced
speedily; and in the latter the judgment did not be-
come confirmed unless the litigants accepted it in ex-
press terms, or acquiesced silently for six weeks. These
riparian courts were founded on a strictly equity prin-
ciple exceedingly remarkable and praiseworthy con-
sidering the period, the confusion of all legal proceed-

quamobrem vel fraus, vel subordinatio, vel perjurium metueretur * *
vocantur in hoc judicium, descriptoque legibus, et recepto ordine dis-
ceptantur ac deciduntur, caussce sine discriminine quavis, cum civiles-
tam criminales, editur ab actore actio, decernuntur ab judice proces-
sus necessarii, citatur ad tribunal adversarius, libellus producitur,
litis sit contestatio, probationes a litigantibus caussaque merita alle-
gantur, disputantur, concluduntur, ultimo ue tandem judicium lata
ab judice sententia finitur; et qua ab utraque parte pro caussa fuerint
vel dicta vel pro ducta, ordine describantur legantur, expendantur
definiantur, custodiantur. Stransky De Boj. Trib. Jurisdic., in Boj.
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ings in all other countries at that time, and the fact
that the equity principle and procedure were not es-
tablished finally even in England for seven hundred
years later.*

Bohemia being thus pre-eminently an institutional
country, the firm hand of a prince like Bretislav, who
was at once a soldier, a magistrate, and a legislator,
found little difficulty in maintaining order. The insti-
tutions, however, were clearly formative, and in a
transition state not to something different, but to the
same thing more developed and complete. A wise
prince could have extended their benefits while sus-
taining their popular character; but an innovator or a
bigot could easily discover defects which he could
pervert to his own purposes. The influence of the
reigning prince, exerted directly and through local
adherents, could fill the judicial positions with his own
creatures, and thus concentrate all power gradually in
his own hands.. The bar had not yet advanced to
the dignity of a commissioned guild of tribunes of
the people to stand between power and liberty, and
assert the justice due to an accused either in a civil or
criminal courf, for the maintenance of individual rights
before the law in all cases whatsoever; and public
sentiment had not yet environed the profession of the
law with the halo of popular approval of the dignified
and orderly assertion of the principle of equal justice
to all men, and free and open investigation of all
accusations. We do find, however, frequent mention
of a jurisconsultus in connection with municipal gov-
ernments as the authorized and commissioned legal

* Adhibentur huic judicio adstricti sacramento speciali; et de cau-
sis, id genus quod tractunt disciplind. experientd, consuetudinario
jure suo, et majorum judicatis in loco quod innovatum quod est, quod
aquum videtur, pronuntiant. Stransky, De Boj. Trib.
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advocate of the municipality. Under the last great
Hohenstaufen, the profession of public advocate
assumed a dignity and acknowledged right to con-
front the highest accuser, even the self-asserted vice-
gerent of God himself. His rights, his reasonings,
his actions, were all equally combated with a freedom
and an authority that prove the high place conceded
to the enunciation of the law of civil government by
its professed exponents. Urhappily, the practical
vindication of the supremacy of that law in all cases
was committed to the professional lawyer not in his
legal ‘but his knightly capacity; and his rightful con-
tention was for the moment overborne by military er-
rors. But his cause was won before the highest tri-
bunal on earth, that of public opinion more and more
solidly confirmed as the centuries roll on. The Bo-
hemians had held their own rights in their own hands
because their system was purely native, and had
grown with the slow progress of society. But the
time was approaching when the want of an organized
body of public servants, equally recognized by rulers
and people, and possessed of the right of free speech
in every presence, and in defense of person and every
interest, however humble, established as an integral
portion of the community, became the most serious
defect in the composition of saciety. The Bohemians
had always been a free people indeed; “but their an-
cestors never did draw the line between prerogative
and liberty.” Their isolation and their confidence in
themselves deprived them of the knowledge of dangers
which were already working, because no example of
the effect of the causes that created the dangers had
been then represented to them. When they discov-
ered the danger it was too late to prevent it. Happy
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for other nations if they take warning from Bohemia!

During his enforced residence in Germany, Spityhnev
conceived a fierce hatred of the Germans; and his ac-
cession afforded him so many opportunities for exhib-
iting this feeling that the duchess dowager retired from
court; and took up her residence with her younger
son, Vratislav, in Moravia. This circumstance prob-
ably gave occasion for an early exhibition of a rebel-
lious tendency against the sole supremacy of Spityhnev;
and the renewal of family discord. Vratislav paid
very little, if any, attention to his brother’ s authority,
and ruled in practical independence for some time.
But the pragmatic decree of Bretislav was too recent
to be allowed to fall into desuetude by the first prince
who succeeded to its provisions.

Spityhnev marched to Moravia, and under pretense
of invitation to a public snem (reichstag) after the
usual custom, seized three hundred of the most emi-
nent persons whom he detained as hostages for the sub-
mission of the rest. Vratislav fled to Hungary; but
his duchess and his two younger brothers were led
back to Bohemia under escort. The duchess was sub-
jected to very harsh treatment and died shortly after-
ward. Vratislav subsequently married a daughter of
Andreas of Hungary through whose interventicn prob-
ably a reconciliation was effected with Spityhnev.
Vratislav was restored to his position in Moravia
where he observed at least outwardly a proper defer-
ence to his brother. Spityhnev’s art of government
consisted in a close attendance on church ordinances,
and in an enforcement of similar attention on all per-
sons in his dominions. He was the servant and fol-
lower as he had been the pupil of the Roman hie-
rarchy. The opportunity for final triumph over their
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Greek-Slavonian rivals presented by the subserviency
of the reigning duke was not lost on his spiritual di-
rectors. Charges were preferred against the community
at Sazava which were probably quite as unfounded or
as well founded during the reign of Bretislav, or at
any time for a hundred years, as they were when
made ; but a prince equally one-sided and submissive
had not previously held rule. The usual cry of heresy
was raised against the institution that had preserved
the memory and the doctrines as well as learning,
both Greek and Slavonian of Cyril and Methodius.
The ear of the prince was readily gained. The ten-
ants of the doomed institution were condemned ; they
retired to Hungary; and the Latin rite supplanted
the Slavonian in the very home of a Slavonian peo-
ple. *

Under similar influences Spityhnev was induced to
expect an exchange of a monarch’s crown for a ducal
coronet, if he made proper application. To this end
he bound himself to the payment of one hundred
marks in silver yearly to the pope’s treasury. The
money was sent,——good coin such as had been stipu-
lated ; but instead of a crown the pope—Nicholas II.
—sent him a choir cap of ermine, in mockery of con-
tempt for the frail ambition of a prince who could
sell himself and  his country for a bauble and a title,
1059, L.ess than two years afterwards Spityhnev died
at the untimely age of thirty years, having well
earned the rather dubiously creditable title of “Father

* Instigante zelo diaboli, multi cemuli ficitia venenosa detractiorn-
um conspirantes, in curia ducis contra vitum, abbatem atque anres
principes favor abiliter compositis mendaciis obfus cantes, Scificet .
dicentes per Slavonicas literas hzresis secta, hypocrisisque esse aperte
irretitos ae omnino perversos; quamobrem cjectis iis, in loco evrum
latin® auctoritatas abbatem et fratres etc. Chron. Sazaviense 1., c.,
P- 97
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of the Clergy.” His additional eponym of “Father
of the Widows" rests on an exceedingly slender foun-
dation.*

* In connection with the election of this prince a most interesting
expression is employed by Cosmas;—* Spitigneum omnes Bohemiz
gentis magni et parri, communi consilio et voluntate pari eligunt sibi
in ducem cantentes Kyrieeleison (Kvgte ’ede1'6ov) cantilenam dul-
cem.” Here is a most valuable remnant of the Greek liturgy still re-
tained with its old Greek title, and probably its Greek words. Cos-

mas p. 129.



CHAPTER IX.
VRATISLAV. —GREGORY VII. —BOHEMIA BECOMES A KINGDOM.

Spityhnev was succeeded as chief ruler of Bohemia
by his brother Vratislav II. who had held the title
and rank of ‘duke of Olmiitz. This prince divided
Moravia among his brothers Conrad and Otto;—the
former receiving Brilun, and the latter—named the
Handsome, the province of Olmiitz. In this distribu-
tion Jaromir, the youngest was unprovided for. Has-
tening home to claim his share, he expected to obtain
the appanage decreed to him by his father in case
the ecclesiastical function for which he was destined
should prove distasteful. But the enterprise presented
to his active spirit by war and the chase suited the
prince better than the monotony of cassock and brev-
iary.

Vratislav succeeded in captivating a brief submis-
sion with the bait of the see and emoluments of Prague
on the death of the present incumbent Sever; and
Jaromir even accepted ordination as a deacon. But
“blood will tell” in princes as in peasants; and cowl
and crozier were speedily abandoned forever.  With a
few spirits as untamed as his own for companions the
militant deacon sought congenial employment from
the King of Poland.

From 1051 to 1058 the latter country was ruled by
Casimir I. At the close of that period Boleslav the
second also named “The Brave” succeeded. At that

108
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time Hungary was distracted by civil commotion be-
tween King Andreas and his brother Bela; the latter
affecting to think himself aggrieved by the coronation
of Solomon, son of Andreas, as heir apparent. As
usual the innocent peasantry suffered grievously in this
quarrel in which they received all the blows.* Intri-
cate family relations between the various contestants
and their abettors aggravated the strife. Bela had
married Richsa, sister of Casimir of Poland. Vratislav
of Bohemia was brother-in-law of young Solomon, and
son-in-law of King Andreas. Accordingly when Bo-
leslav besieged Gratz in revenge for the countenance
given to Solomon, a Bohemian force surrounded the
Poles and left few to narrate how it all happened.
Andreas, however, was unsuccessful. He fell in 1061,
and Bela reigned peacefully until his death in 1063.
Eventually an arrangement was effected through the
intervention of Henry IV. of Germany. Solomon be-
came King of Hungary; and took as his queen Sophia,
sister of the German prince. Vratislav lost his Hun-
garian princess in 1062, and his second consort was
Svatislava or Svatava, sister of Boleslav; thus afford-
ing excellent opportunities for farther family alliances
and commotion.

Among the earliest cares of Vratislav II. was the
creation of the see of Olomouc (Olmiitz.) Some diffi-
culty was experienced in providing suitable mainte-
nance. But a résidence and endowment were at length
secured; the see of Prague indemnified; a final con-
tract effected between Bretislav, Otto, Conrad and
Bishop Sever in 1062; in the following year the new
see was formally established; and John, a Benedic-
tine monk of the monastery of Brevenov, was conse-

* Quicquid delirant reges plectuntur Achivi. See Virgil.
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crated first bishop by Siegfried, archbishop of May-
ence.

But policy toward ecclesiastics did not eradicate the
native fierceness of the Przemysls from the soul of
Vratislav. His brother Spityhnev's widow, Ida of
Witin, and her children, were driven out of the coun-
try; Jaromir was indebted to the intervention of Greg-
ory VIIL for even a slender subsistence in Bohemia;
and a certain nobleman who had treated Vratislav’s
princess harshly in former years was banished with
short shrift. But Vratislav did one good thing that
endeared him to his people: he restored the monks of
Sazava, under their Abbot Vitus, in 1064; and Bohe-
mia again enjoyed the congenial literature of her
early glory, and her Slavonian protest against Roman
doctrinal intrusiveness and domination—for a time.
Vratislav sought a confirmation of this brotherhocd,
and permission for the continued use of the Slavonian
liturgy from the Pope. But the latter replied that
the holy Scripture would be brought into contempt
if read in the vernacular tongue of the people. All
history had disproved this pretense. The early church,
to whom the epistles were addressed to be read in
the vernacular; the auditars of the divine preacher
himself whose New Testament consisted exclusively in
the vernacular addresses of the great Master—ad-
dresses which now constitute the chief portion of the
second revelation; the scattered brethren who carried
their parchment bibles with them in their. wandering
as the most precious treasures; the christians of An-
tioch, Socotra, Abyssinia, Aden, Perim, Malabar,
Ceylon, the Houng-ho, and the Burrampootra; the
martyrs of Chosroes, the victims of Saladin ; the count-
less sufferers of Albi; the despairing children of the
valleys
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*“Whose bones
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold.”’

the faithful Lollards, Huguenots, and Camisard’s, and
all the countless good whose open Bible was at once
their glory and their reproach,—all—all venerated the
written word in all their varied vernacular, and treas-
ured it as a priceless legacy to be sheltered from the
destroyer as more sacred than life itself.

In December, 1067, Bishop Sever died having served
his see thirty-seven years, many of them marked by
serious political vicissitudes. The princes Conrad and
Otto at once recalled Jaromir; and strongly urged
Vratislav to confirm him in the see of Prague. But
the prince was apprehensive of a combination of his
family thus strongly reinforced and had formed a se-
cret wish to establish his court chaplain, Lanzo, on
the episcopal throne. Under this united feeling of
dynastic and political alarm Vratislav renounced all
individual right to make the appointment; and de-
clared that an election lay with the snem (Landtag)
composed of Zupans, Pans and Vladykas, or nobles,
gentiemen and knights, assisted by such ecclesiastics
of distinction as enjoyed the right to participate in
such an election. The date of these transactions 1068,
being about one hundred and forty years earlier than
the famous parliament of Simon de Montfort, and one
hundred and ten years before the vaunted authorship of .
the “representation of the commons™* in the states gen-
eral by Philip the Fair of France, forms an important
historical link between the modern practice and the
ancient.

This famous meeting was attended by the representa-

* Ceroi * * estcependant le restaurateur des assemblees popu-
laires de la France, et I'Auteur de la representation des communes
dans les :tats generaux.” Sismondi Hist., des Fr. V. 589.
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tives clothed in full armor of the day, and convened
under the open sky on the glebe land of Dohenin near
the northerr border of Bohemia. In the center of the
camp sat Duke Vratislav, surrounded by his brothers
and the chief dignitaries of the state. Next to them
in circles sat the nobles, cultivators and ecclesiastics
in the order named, and the knights in another semi-
circle enclosing the assembly. The significance of this

" arrangement is obvious, and marks a very ancient
system when a military caste had the real task of pro-
tecting the entire community. It was the solemn con-
clave of a free people in the full form of ancient na-
tional usage.

Vratislav prematurely proceeded to invest Lanzo
with staff and ring in token of his election. Forth-
with the assembly became tumultuous. Clamors
arose ; swords were drawn, and the assembly broke up
in confusion, the greater portipn taking part with
Jaromir,- son of their native and favorite duke against
Lanzo a stranger, and a court favorite—nothing more.
The malcontents at once marched to Opocno where
they constructed a formidable camp. By a timely
concession Vratislav withdrew his favor from Lanzo,
and consented to the election of Jaromir. At the end
of the same month, June, 1068, the prince received
investiture of ring and staff frem Henry IV; was
consecrated bishop by Siegfried at Mayence, and ac-
cording to a custom not long before introduced into
the church, adopted the name of Gebhard. The
new prelate lived on friendly terms with his brothers;
but he was a merry priest and a jolly, fond of prac-
tical pranks, and his calling spread but a thin ve-
neering over his innate haughtiness and lust of power.

Disputes in regard to the allowance of one hundred
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marks of silver to the bishop of Prague out of the
funds of the province of Olmiitz in lieu of the episco-
pal residence assigned to the latter dignitary within
Moravia led to serious troubles; and both parties ap-
pealed to Pope Alexander II. This event led to the
embassy of the first papal legate ever dispatched to
Bohemia. When this personage, named Rudolph,
reached Prague, he assumed the most extravagant de-
meanor. Vratislav assembled his nobles and prelates
as a supreme council of the nation. Jaromir refused
to recognize the legate, and was put under ban of the
charch. But this sentence provoked such strong con-
demnation that the legate contented himself with the
deprivation of Jaromir of all his episcopal functions.
The prince bishop who was entitled to his hundred
marks, was compelled to withdraw from Bohemia, and
his rival of Olmiitz administered his diocese.

The demise of Alexander II., April 22, 1073, placed
Gregory VII. in the papal chair; and the war of in-
vestitures began. Vratislav naturally embraced the
cause of Henry and sent numerous battalions to his
aid. Siegfried seized the opportunity to revive some
old complaints against Vratislav, in the interest of
Gregory, and the duke was placed under episcopal
ban. This age was as fertile of such proceedings as
the great fern era was of the materials of our coal
‘beds. The memory of that period and the dense pro-
fusion of painful events which its history presents,
form a kind of historical coal seam of great thickness
and density and most dreadfully inflammable still. It
will probably provide the materials for the fires of
ecclesiastical controversy for a thousand years. Some
scattered specimens of the same growth are still ex-
tant, and constitute the chief religious flora of some
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regions to this day. If the world had not been blessed
with the mercifully violent upheavals that buried the
great mass far beneath the surface, our world must
still have been filled with fierce and formidable creat-
ures with a monstrous appetite for flesh and blood.

The following year, 1074, saw the arrival of two
legates in Bohemia, who remained many months un-
der pretense of arranging the details of church affairs.
But the disputes with Gregory continued, and finally
all parties, the bishops of Prague and Olmiitz, the
princes Otto and Conrad, and Vratislav himself were
summoned to Rome. .

Jaromir found a very influential friend in the count-
ess Matilda whose grandmother was sister of Jaromir,
both daughters of Herman, duke of Swabia. As
Gregory was a veritable Orloff, and the countess not
altogether averse to the ways of Catharine, the papal
ear was reached with the least possible effort. Not
surprising is it then that Jaromir advanced rapidly
in favor, and was soon dispatched to Bohemia in full
possession of his dignity and its emoluments. The
pope had gained his object in subjecting the Bohemian
people directly to papal authority.

During the fierce struggle between Henry IV. and
the Saxons, Vratislav lent powerful aid to his imperial
friend; and in the dreadful battle fought at Langensalza
in June, 1074, when the Saxons seemed to have gained
decided advantage, a fierce charge made by the Bo-
hemian prince at the head of the Chekh cavalry de-
cided the hard contested fight, and drove the Saxons
into that fatal flight that crushed their turbulent spir-
it and rendered Henry unresisted master of the German
throne. In this engagement for the first time the Bo-
hemians recognized the valor of English troops, who
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charged beside them in the great effort of the day. Five
years later Henry again experienced the firm devotion
of Vratislav in the memorable contest between Henry
and the combined German princes under Rudolph of
Swabia. At Merseberg Vratislav found himself closely
hemmed in, and must have succumbed had not Viprecht
one of his generals broken the Saxon line. Three days
later Rudolph died of his wounds and the war closed.

Up to the year 1075 a very friendly feeling had pre-
vailed between Vratislav and Pope Gregory; and
the former had successfully requested preferment for
his nephew Frederick, son of Spityhnev Il. But in
ihe year last mentioned the relations between the
courts suddenly changed, and the two friends became
irreconcilable enemies. In ‘1081, Henry undertook a
war of retaliation against Gregory, pressed his foe
hard in Rome, and drove him, though still unsubdued,
into his fatal exile at Salerno. For this expedition
against his country’s persecutor Vratislav contributed
four thousand marks in silver, a well appointed di-
vision under his son Boriwoj, with the illustrious
Viprecht of Groitsch as the real commander. With
so much stern devotion did these men fight against
the hated priest, and the still more hated Roman,
that only nine men returned to Bohemia after three
years’ service. They were among the foremost to
storm the leonine city in 1083, and their gallant com-
maader was recompensed with the hand of the prin-
cess Yutta, or Judith, and a rich estate in land in
the district of which Dresden subsequently became
the capital.

In the meantime in 1081, Margraf Leopold of Aus-
tria had allied himself with Gregory against Henry.
In corjunction with Altman, bishop of Passau, and
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Herman of Luxembourg, he laid siege to the imperial
city of Augsburg. Henry sent a request from Italy
to Vratislav to protect his territories against this di-
version in his rear. This war was the beginning of
strife between Austria and Bohemia; and has never
been forgotten by either. Vratislav was prompt to lend
powerful support to his imperial ally, in conjunction
with his brother and the forces of Otto, bishop of
Rensberg. With a strong force from Bohemia and
Moravia, Vratislav assailed the besiegers; and a fierce
battle was fought on the 12th of May at Mainberg.
Vratislav arranged his Bavarians on the right, the
Moravians under his brother Conrad on the left, and
led the Bohemians in the center in person. The Aus-
trians were hewn down with dreadful slaughter. The
fugitives were fiercely pursued, and immense stores of
every kind fell to the victors. This splendid achieve-
ment teally subdued Gregory, and delivered Rome to
his antagonist; on the same principles as a more re-
cent victory on Bohemian soil wrested Rome forever
from the grasp of Gregory's successor. These events
afford the key to the truculent animosity which was
in subsequent centuries ditected by Roman hatred and
Austrian vindictiveness against the political and relig-
ious independence ol Bolienna

Returning in tnumph trom ltaly Henry was not
unmindtul nor wngratetul. loa solemn reichstag at
Mayente i the end ol Apil, 186, the royal dignity
war canfered an Viatislav amid scenes of the great-
enb 1oty ad cnthustasig, the Kmperor with his
own el placing the crown on the head of the gai-
ant vovgpieat agelhait, aichbishop of Treves per-
fortuesd the vercmmny al anoimting with the accustomed
fortmalttie g, wml the shioul went up  through all Bo-
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hemia, “Health, victory, and benediction forever to
the illustrious and good Vratislav, anointed of God,
King of Bohemia and of Poland.” The claim of sov-
ereignity over the latter country was well founded to
a certain extent at this period, for Vratislav really
ruled Polish territory on this side of the Oder. For
the rest the title was as good as that of the English
kings over France in the eighteenth century. Royal
territory has been practically “in partibus” very
often.*

In the following year the cathedra! of Vysehraad was
consecrated under royal rescript with the names of
John of Tusculum, cardinal, Englebert archbishop of
Treves, Jaromir bishop of Prague, Weczel bishop of
Olmiitz, and Meuno bishop of Merseburg as attesting
signitaries. This foundation was made independent
of local episcopal jurisdiction; and was directly sub-
ject to the Pope of Rome; and so continued until the
Hussite revolution, and with some diminution of au-
thority down to later times. -

During this--1086—and the following years the first
indications were observed of the relief of Bohemia from
all semblance of tributary subordination to Germany.
All chronicles express the belief that the sum of four
thousand silver marks, and the military battalion fur-
nished by Vratislav for the expedition to Italy, were
really a2 commutation of the yearly allowance paid
into the imperial treasury. From this period all trace
of such payment disappeared. But notwithstanding
the dignity conferred on the reigning prince the ele-
vation of Vratislav to kingly eminence was not re-
ceived with universal favor. Much of the old sturdy

* It must be rememovered however that Bohemia collected a regu-
lar tribute from all Poland at this period.
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spirit of 'independence, and of equality of real rank,
though one was leader in war and administration in
peace, still survived among the nobility. The pope
Clement IIl. made some difficulties; but a payment
of one hundred marks nominally for a mitre, was ac-
cepted in lieu of the peter-pence demand, which was
directly refused under that humiliating title.

Political cares did not diminish with accession of
rank. The march of Merseberg was conferred on
Vratislav by imperial edict; and Bretislav the eldest
son of the Bohemian king was piaced in control of
the new acquisition and of the fortress erected for its
defense. During the expedition for this purpose
Vratislav was wounded early with severe effect, by
Beneda, a Bohemian knight, who had fled to Poland,
and now was in Merseberg apparently with the inten-
tion of executing some private revenge on the new
sovereign. The king was rescued by another knight;
and was obliged at once to direct his attentioa to
intestine troubles in Moravia.

Duke Otto died shortly before his brother’s corona-
tion. His sons Svatopluk and Otto took possession of
the late duke’s province and attempted to induce
their uncle Conrad to assert the independence of Mo-
ravia. Vratislav expelled the young scapegraces from
their estates. They fled to Conrad to Brinn and
Vratislav besieged the town. '

A misunderstanding arose during this siege that led
to an estrangement between the king and his son.
Field-marshal Zderad seems to have entertained an
opinion of the prince's prowess similar to that of the
constable of France of the valorousness of the Dau-
phin as described by Shakespeare.* Some words from

* Henry V., Act III., Sc. VII.
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the old soldier who stood high in the estezm of Vrat-
islav, no feeble judge of an officer’s merit, provoked
the resentment of the prince, who demanded a death
penalty. The request was peremptorily refused, and
the prince and his immediate followers retired from
the camp. By the intervention of Conrad's consort
Walburgis amity was restored; and Vratislav retired.
Bretislav erected a camp not far from Keniggritz; and
shortly afterwards withdrew to.Ladislav of Hungary
with about two thousand followers, to whom a small
territory on the “land of Goshen” principle was as-
signed.

Very early after these occurrences died Jaromir,
bishop of Prague. The confirmation of his successor
was attended with difficulty arising from the new re-
lations subsisting between the emperor, the king of
Bohemia, and the pope of Rome. The choice of Vrat-
islav fell on Cosmas, a namesake and contomporary
of the first and most illustrious chronicler of Bohe-
mia; a writer who takes rank with the most eminent
historians who have rescued the obscure annals of their
country’s early history from the crass oblivion of rude-
ness and contention. The selection of Cosmas reflected
hunor on the wisdom and patriotism of Vratislav.
But toward the close of the year 1091, Cosmas, and
Andreas selected for the see of Olmiitz were dispatched
together under escort of a count palatine to the em-
peror to Mantua. On the 4th of January the following
year the usual investiture took place at the imperial
residence. Some objection was raised by the bishop
of Miinster; but the Kaiser declared roundly that he
would oblige his royal friend first and consider tech-
nicalities afterward. The bishops elect remained in
Verona until March, and then returned under protec-
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tion of their escort, Count Rapoto. But the king did
not survive to greet his episcopal friends. A fall from
his horse in January 1092, during a hunting tour speedi-
ly proved fatal. The mortal remains of a great ruler
and warrior were deposited amid profound mourning
in the recently erected collegiate church of Vysehraad.

Vratislav was a wise and valiant prince; one of
the few great soldiers who united political sagacity
and manly human feeling to brilliant military talents.

During the reign of Vratislav Bohemia made great
progress. The troops of Englishmen, Flemings,
Frenchmen, Danes and Germans employed in her wars
familiurized western Europe with her polity, her pa-
triotism, and her prowess. The ancient municipal
and electoral institutions which gave expression to
the voice of her whole people in public parliament
were explained, and no doubt lauded by thousands of
brave and observant men from the Alps to the Tweed ;
and the sentiments that inspired her undaunted pop-
ulation were repeated with admiration, and treasured
up to form the foundations of kindred national con-
stitutions in the empires and island homes of the far
west. The fellowship of comrades in war is a sacred
feeling ; and the national aspirations which impel a
struggling people to the perils of an armed contest,
become the beacon principles that soon blaze from
the political cliffs and duns of their sympathizing
allies. During the eleventh century Europe had not
yet completely emerged from the “primus inter pares”
principle among her princes. The old fraternity of
race and origin was still a strong and stubborn feel-
ing. The essential tribal reiation of European pop-
ulations governed the policy of the great masses. The
elective law was the fundamental law, though vio-

- ——
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lated in many notable instances; and as towns were
few and charters scantily established, each landholder
was a ruler in his own independent right. The in-
crease of agricultural population on the large tracts
owned by individual families, at a time when the soil
was very sparsely occupied, gave pre-eminence to the
representatives of the original proprietors, and lord-
ships became common in course of time. But the
sentiment of individual right was universal; and the
struggles of small nations-in the assertion of the com-
mon law of independence were necessarily approved
and applauded whenever the partakers in those strug-
gles couveyed the tidings among their kinsmen. Sol-
diers are always keen observers, and in an age when
knights and troubadours, or adventurers and bards
abounded, the ambitions, valor, glories, and aspira-
tions of Bohemia certainly formed no inconsiderable
share in the evening narrations in verse and prose,
that stirred the soul of the ambitious knight, fired the
ardent expectation of the stripling, awoke the sympa-
thy of the gentler maiden, and nourished the mind of
the thinking statesman and patriot in the quiet homes
along the Rhine, the Loire, the Thames, the Danube
and the Tiber. We marvel when we find the senti-
ments expressed in the clash of arms in one age re-
echoed in another where we least expect to find them.
Histories were few in those days; but memory was
strong and enquiry eager. Be it also remembered that
during seven centuries Bohemia produced a very
large proportion of the silver that supplied Europe
not only with the basis of commerce but with the pay
of soldiers ; and not until the still more afluent supply
from Americasuddenly enriched, and largely stupefied
Europe also in the sixteenth century, did Bohemia
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lose her place as the source of the chief silver wealth
of Europe. She could and did command the services
of great' armies when more populous and exten-
sive countries were exhausted of mea and means
because she could pay stout adventurers from every-
where. In that respect Bohemia was the best known
country in the world.

Like other warriors in every age from Rameses to
Theodosius and Napoleon, Vratislav was the firm friend
of knowledge and of law. In his reign the arts and
sciences were cultivated up to the full measure of
the progress of the age. The coins struck by his order
take high rank in design and execution. Painting was
cultivated especially among the brethren who still re-
tained the sentiment of Greek freedom and research
in the convent of Sazava. The last abbot of that
establishment, Bozetech, was well skilled in painting,
sculpture, carving and lathe work : and the celebrated
picture of the Virgin sent by the archdukes to the
bishop of Passau in 1081, “Wonderfully executed in
the Greek style,” was but one sample of the art-skil-
fulness of the period.

The native Chekh were almost exclusively agricul-
turists whose wealth consisted chiefly of h.orses and
cattle. Jews, Italians and Germans monopolized com-
merce ; and the first named were ther{, as they still
are, principally devoted to those pursuits that present
the least obstacle to a change of abode. Hence they
avoided all occupations necessarily interwoven with
the integral constitution of the social life of the time.
They took the cream, and kept aloof from those bur-
dens connected with building up the framework of
society. They never attempted to introduce any new
idea, or supply motive power to enlarge the machinery
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of society. Their principle was devoted then, as it is
now, to those practical details immediately associated
with profits in trade. While others, and especially their
Christian neighbors, expended much time and strength
on sentimentalism and superstition, and neglected

the elements of practical knowledge, as far too often.

they do still, the Jews studied the principles of finance,
interest, discount, the rules that .govern commercial
relations. Hence while Christians dreamed of spirit-
ual beings and divine interventions, the Jews investi-
gated the means of making profit on exchanges, at home
and abrbad. They necessarily succeeded ; and as sen-
timentalism is no match for skill in barter, they grew
rich. Hehce they were hated as they now are in Rus-
sia, because Christian practical ignarance was not
equal to Jewish practical knowledge. The only rem-
edy is a less exclusive study of sentimentalism on the
part of Christians. In other words, during the period
uander review and for a long time afterward, the Chris-
tian system did not permit Christians to be the equals
of Jews in business details. Hence the Jews worked
on the edges of all industries, and withdrew the mov-
able wealth from all. Thkeir ignorant neighbors won-
dered, or became furiously aggressive according to
the temper of the time. The Jews’ residence in Prague
was in the judengarten; and the ancient synagogue,
still religiously preserved even to the dust under
which it moulders, reminds every visitor to the city
of the life within a life, and yet apart from it, that
then specially distinguished a Jewish from every other
community. The quarrels in the ducal family, and
the contentions for political aspirations created a very
large portion of the wealth of the Jews. They lent
money for quarrels on the pledge of those lustrous
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pearls that are the emblems of modesty and peace.*

Constant war, and the irritation arising from Ger-
man colonizing intrusiveness, then an active national
policy in Germany, provoked a fierce retaliatory spirit,
that found expression in the expedition against Mer-
seberg. Thousands of the Saxon population of every
age and sex were torn from their homes and sold into
servitude in Hungary, a circumstance that explains
the presence of the German-element to this day among
the surrounding Magyar population.

As trades and handicrafts were at that period by no
means universal and family surnames were chiefly de-
rived from occupations, and the name of a village or
district could provide a distinct appellation for very
few persons, we need not wonder that in Bohemia,
as elsewhere in central and western Europe, family
surnames in the eleventh century were commonly un-
known.+

To Vratislav succeeded his brother Conrad then far
advanced in life. The only act of his reign now re-
me-mbered was a request to Henry IV. for the union
of the bishoprics of Prague and Olmiitz. But as the
imperial word had been already pledged to the present
occupants of those sees, it could not be revoked. Con-
rad died in 1092 ; and his immediate family in a few
years became extinct.}

* Ibi judai auro et argento plenissimi; ibi ex omni gento negotia-
tores ditissimi; ibi monetarii opulentissimi: Cosmas. L. II., p 18s.

# Very few if any of the Norman invaders of England under Wil-
Jiam in 1066 had any family name, and even Howard, a Saxon sur-
name —is a modernization of Hog-ward. Seward is the Se-ward or
Coast-guard of king Alfred.

t Chronicon Sazaviende in Scrip., ver. Boj. Cosmas Prag. Pulka-
wa, Chron. Pegav. Bruno de Bel. Sax. Dalemil, vita Altman.
Ep Pater ap. Pertz 1.




CHAPTER X.

.

CLERICAL CELIBACY INTRODUCED INTO BOHEMIA—FIRST
CRUSADE—CIVIL WAR—EDUCATION—GREAT VICTORY OVER
THE GERMANS—RELIGIOUS SECTS.

Bretislav, eldest son of the late King Vratislav,
took formal possession of the crown in September
1092. The commencement of his reign, after the cus-
tomary public election, enthronization and festivities,
was marked by a singular decree expelling from Bo-
hemia the unwelcome people described as “soothsay-
ers, sorcerers, and cheats,” (Betruger,) who had ac-
quired much influence over the simple folk by pre-
tended divining arts in groves and woods. They were
expelled from the country; and their haunts burned.
These people were probably a tribe of gypsies who
had associated their practices of stealing and fortune
telling with the remnants of the old paganism. These
wanderers came into prominence early in the fifteenth
century ; but bands of them had been found in Hun-
gary, Poland and northern Greece long previous to
that time. Their patois language was composed of
Hungarian, Slavonian and Greek words; and some
German was added at a later period. Even in the
eleventh century their origin had been forgotten.
Possibly the decease of the dreaded King Vratislav
encouraged a migration into Bohemia. Their native
place must have been east of Hungary.

Bretislav directed his energies against Poland. But
125
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that so powerfully influenced the destinies of Bohe-
mia.

A spirit of gnostic paganism, which found expres-
sion partly in hostility to the body and its divine for-
mation, had early taken possession of certain zealots
in the church. In imitation of the more logical orien-
tal religious mendicants and fakirs, with whom dirt
was equivalent to holiness, who smeared ashes and
other viler things on their faces, and defiled themselves
with all uncleanness in demonstration of their subju-
gation of the senses,* the Christian ascetics perverted
the very institution of their own existence by endeavors
to root out the faculties and instincts that render man
capable of virtue and love, and fill him with the warm
feelings of kindly zeal ip tender sympathy with social
and domestic loves and duties. The body came to be
regarded, most illogically and stupidly, as an enemy
to be crushed by every severity; and when it became
like charcoal as to all feelings, when it was no longer
a body but a shape with every human attribute burned
out of it, it was supposed to have attained perfection.
Modern knowledge and wisdom have taught men the
dignity, loveliness, and value of the body, have re-.
vealed its advance in virtue in proportion to its nat-
ural completeness and healthy action, and consecrated
its wonders as the basis of all active good.

Rome adopted the principle of converting the clergy
of every country into an ecclesiastical police as far re-
moved as possible from the laity in social sympathies.
Everywhere the married priests were denounced. Syn-
cds decreed, and pulpits thundered. In Spain, France,
Italy, England, Germany the ban of the church was
hurled against married priests and their families.

* Especially of smell.
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Preferments were denied to the scns of the clergy.
Henry 11I. of Germany, in honest zeal lent himself
unconsciously to the creation of the new tyranny, and
refused consent to the election of Cuno to the see of
Reichstett, although recommended by Gebhard, bishop
of Ratisbon in 1042, on the ground that Cuno was the
son of a priest. The zeal of emperor and pope was
still further stimulated by Damian then an ascetic at
Avillana, and enjoying great reputation for sanctity.
Germany was soon filled with denunciations of cler-
ical marriage. In 1049 at the Council of Mayence the
severest penalties were fulminated against the peace-
able homes of the best ministers. The "nefanda sac-
erdotum conjugia” were denounced as in all degrees
accursed. The hand of Hildebrand the moving spring
of everything at the court of Leo IX. is clearly dis-
cernible in the proceedings at Mayence, and all
through Europe henceforward. At a council held at
Rheims about the same time, the marriage of priests
had been also denounced, but without avail. The lan-
guage used is ciear proof that marriage was universal
among French priests. "“The presbyters were forbid-
den to have wives.”"* Nay with an excess of barbarism
the shame and bitterness of slavery were heaped on
the unhappy women. The prelates of Italy abstained
from imposing penalties on the men and turned their
venom on the wives. At a council held at Rome in 1051
the confiding women whose God given love was hon-
orably bestowed according to the prevailing law and
the universal sanctions of time and of society, who
saw their own sons priests, found themselves sud-

* Tanden Leo Papa in Gallias A. D. 1049 venit. Tunc ibidem gen-
erale concilium tenuit, et inter reliqua ecclesiz commoda qua insti-
tuit presbyteris arma ferre et conjuges habere prohibuit. ' Orderic.
Vit. E’ II. Lib. V. C. 15.
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denly made helots and criminals, cast out from all
society, degraded and scorned, and declared Slaves
to the Cathedral church of Lateran; while all the
bishops in Europe were directed to apply the same
awful scourge within their jurisdiction, and make the
wives of the clergy slaves to the churches in every di-
ocese * Many of these women were of gentle birth,
gifted, dignified and unimpeachable. In 1053, an at-
tempt to hold a similar council at Mantua for the
same purpose was frustrated by the followers of the
prelates and clergy, and the pope himself nearly be-
came a victim to the missiles of his angry assailants.

Rome was still in the possession of a married priest-
hood. Synod after synod was convened but without
success. Nicholas II. at once seconded Damian and
Hildebrand. In 1059 a new council denounced a mar-
ried clergy, and adopted the novel system of rendering
the laity at once the judges and executioners of their
pastors. This power was deliberately conferred, with
the intention of revoking it when the laity should have
placed over their own heads a power which they could
no longer resist. From this time the wives of priests
are no longer named "conjuges,” as they had been
commonly styled previously; they are stigmatized as
“concubinz”. At Milfi, in Southern Italy, where
sacerdotal marriages were universal, another council
was held ;1 and the bishop of Trani was deposed as
a warning to the rest. In Tours and Vienne the an-
cient seat of Greek literature, language, and christian
civilization in France, similar decrees were promul-

* Damiani opusc. XVIIIL Diss. II. C, 7.
+ Hic ecclesiastica propter ad partes illas tractanda negotia venit;

namque Sacerdotes, Levitz, Clericus omnis hac regione palam se con-
jugio sociabant. Gulielmi Appuli de Normann.
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gated; 1060; open legislation and fri endly e:lxhortatlon
were equally put in practice against the prelates; but

the latter stoutly declared that they would not submit

to the deprivation of their privileges 3as men and as

Christians.

v In the same year, 1060, again Nicholas. pl’o.mulgated
a decree requiring priests to abandon their wives; but

N0 provision was made for the maintenance of the
women and their children. In Tuscany themost prom.

inent and learned ecclesiastics sustained ?he propriety

and legality of their marriage; declared it consonant

to the ancient canons, and challenged the Pr.°d“th°ﬂ

of any argument in opposition to it. At this period

‘the election of Alexander II. as one pope, and of
Honorius I1. as another pope created contesting fac.
tions; the marriage or celibacy of the clergy cre-

ated a party cry; and the success of the one or ‘the
Other decided the right or the wrong of the ecclesias-
tica] Question. With the aid of the Lom'bards, Hon-
Orius pheg i eged his rival in Rome. But his party as a
Politjca] b ody became divided; and in 1067 Alew.(ander
Secureqd the supremacy. Although Damian habitually
Stigmatized the women as harlots, and the husbands
as fofnicators, he was forced to admit the conjugal
ﬁde”ty and dignity of the women, and the pious de-

Yolion ¢ t heir duties on the part of the men.

he ¥>ie dmontese clergy were declared by himself to

be 4 “clhhorus of angels and an illustrious senate* of

the Charch."

In D 2 112 atia conjugal Presbyters performed all the
functio ya = o f the church ; and the decrees against mar-

L . .
Qui X ez 2 aad me conﬁuerunt,.tanquam chorus angelicus et velut

co"splcuus < <clesiz videbatur ©Nitere senatus. Opusc. XVIII. Diss,

In. Pref
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riage were suspended because if enforced the entire
ministration of the public services would have
ceased.* The Venetians were more easily reached;
and in their case no indulgence was allowed.

Up to the middle of the eleventh century marriage
was universal among the clergy of Milan. The dis-
sensions that distracted the city eventually divided
the factions among the adherents, and opponents of
celibacy. The nobles and married clergy on one side,
and the humbler citizens more easily influenced by
superficial fallacies on the other. Dissensions similar
to those at Milan also shook Lucca, Farma, Reggio,
and other Italian cities; and the question—to marry
or not to marry, was deferred. In 1085 Henry IV.
assembled his princes and prelates at Mayence, and
celibacy of the clergy was declared the law of the em-
pire. Urban II. repeated the decree of servitude against
the wives of clerics, and offered the women themselves
as bribes to those seculars who should enforce the
infamous judgment.t

During this century the English clergy were also as
a rule married men. The bishop of Litchfield is es-
pecially noted as having a wife and children accord-

- ing to ordinary church customs always maintained
. hitherto. At a council held in Winchester, 1076,
priests were permitted to retain their wives, because
Norman power could not then enforce a contrary de-
cision. Unmarried men were forbidden to marry; at
a great council in London in 1102, the new doctrine
was violently denounced as un-christian and vicious.
* ““Omnes ecclesiz a divinis officiis vacassent.” Bathyani. Leg.

Eccles. Hungar. 1. 407.

+ Quod si ab episcopo commoniti non se correxeruat principibus
licentiam indulgemus ut eorum feminis mancipent servituti.” Synod
Mefit. Ann. 1089, Can. 12.
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The canons of this council grove that all eflorts to
enforce celibacy were denounced as criminal, and anti-
christian ; and one very suggestive provision was in-
troduced, that sons should not inherit their father’s
churches.* ~This enactment was directly applicable
to Ireland at that time; for in that island, under the
old Greek custom still prevailing there, the abbacies of
many if not all of the great monastic establishments,
each representing a clan, had become hereditary. In
all countries in Europe the cry of celibacy became
universal.

In Hungary the rules affecting the clergy corre-
sponded with those of the Greek church. Celibacy was
first imposed in Dalmatia on the occasion of the as-
sumption of the royal title by Duke Demetrius, Dal-
matia bcing then a province of Hungary. 1076. Never-
theless the clergy of Dalmatia followed their ancient
law for at least a century later. The annals of the Syn-
od of Dalmatia held in 1999 contain clear allusions
to the universality of this condition of things.t Up to
the same period the clergy of Poland were universally
married menj. Still a century later the Swedish
clergy were all married.§

In Denmark and Friesland the same Greek princi-
ple prevailed as late as the fourteenth century. In
the latter province the deans were all married men,
and on one occasion surrendered their children as
hostages during a dispute with their bishop. Deaneries

* Can, 8. Ut filii presbyterorum non sint heredes ecclesiarum
patrum suorum " Wilkins I. 382.

t In partibus Dalmatire et Diocletize Sacerdotes et uxorem habere
et ecclesias tenere, dicuntur.  Synod Dalmatiz 1:199. Bathyani II.
28y  ga.

t Harduin T. VI. P. 11., p. 1937.

§ Thomassin Discip,, de I'Eglise. P, IV, Lib. 1, c. 45.
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and benefices were commonly transmitted from father
to son for generations.

From this brief recital of the great controversy will
be explained the position of the church of Bohemia
during the same period. In that kingdom the domes-
tic life of the clergy was the same as in all the sur-
rounding countries. Bohemia had maintained her
pristine rules in that respect; and those rules pre-
vailed in all portions of the dependencies of the eastern
empire, aud its immediate extensions in Christian
rites. It is true that Roman ecclesiasticism had be-
come the policy of the court as the price by which
ambition was promoted; but primitive customs and
principles were still kept alive around the hospitable
board of the Bohemian thegn; and national senti-
ments were fed over a meal of boar or venison wherg
the welcome gossip, trader or news-bearer received his
recompense followed by a pallet of oak leaves round
the great hearth of the common hall. No doubt the
hamlets of Bohemia in the eleventh century, and
the quiet homes of the rural clergy heard with as-
tonishment and indignation the outrages perpetrated
on the faithful and the pastors of other lands, and the
truculence of inhumanity heaped on their unoffending
wives and children. It is in such scenes and among
such humble homes that imperishable memories
are accumulated. When at last the storm in all its
fury burst over Bohemia itself the shock was terrible.

That the minds of the people had always been fa-
miliarized with the married life of priests is evidenced
by the fact that Cosmas, the chronicler, a well known
married man with a family, was elevated to the deanery
of Prague during the very effervescence of the contest
concerning celibacy in the disturbed countries of
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Europe. This excellent man was made priest in 1099,
and his family grew up around him in the quiet vir-
“tue of domestic duties. His devoted wife, Boseteha,
who during a long life had proved herself a meet con-
sort for a learned and pious priest, was withdrawn
by death in 11:18; and her husband records the de-
parture of his faithful helpmate in words which show
that domestic joy, and loving assistance and sympathy
in his pastoral duties’had always been his happy lot
“with her. Surely no simpler or more appropriate
epitaph was ever engraved on the tomb of a loved and
lost one than the gentle words;

‘‘Rerum cuanctarum comes indimota mearum"
*'Bis Februi quinis obiit Boseteha Kalendis"”

“*Companion of my life most dear
Good Bosetzha left me here
Twice fifth of February's Kalends drear.”

During the long reign of Vratislav the convent of
Sazava continued its chequered struggle for recogni-
tion as an integral portion of the formal church or-
ganization. But the known unfavorable reply of Greg-
ory VIL to Vratislav’'s application created a feeling
of coldness among some of the advocates of Bohemian
literature. The temper of the time, the loss of favor
of the prince, the dominant court influence, created
opportunities for hostility. Toward the close of 1096
the establishment was closed to the Greek rite. The
books were scattered, and eventually lost and de-
stroyed ; and Latin became the sole means of address-
ing heaven in Bohemia.*

The first year of Bretislav’s reign found Bohe-
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