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PETER THE GREAT.

XLVL
THE FOUNDING OF ST. PETERSBURG.

InmepiaTELY after the capture of Nyenskanz, a council of
war was convened to consider the question of defending and
utilising the mouth of the Neva, and whether it would be better
to strengthen the little fort which had just been taken, or to
seek a fit site for a commercial town nearer the sea. The lat-
ter course was decided upon.

Near its mouth the Neva takes a sharp turn and divides into
three or four branches, which by subsequent redivision form a
number of islands, large and small. These marshy islands,
overgrown with forests and thickets, and liable to be covered
with water during the westerly winds, were inhabited by a few
Finnish fishermen, who were accustomed to abandon their mud
huts at the approach of high water, and seek a refuge on the
higher ground beyond.

It was on the first of these islands, called by the Finns Yan-
ni-Saari, or Hare Island, where the river was still broad and
deep, that Peter laid the foundation of a fortress and a city,
named St. Petersburg, after his patron saint. Of the six bas-
tions of the fortress, one was built under the personal superin-
tendence of the Tsar himself, and the other five were given
into the charge of Menshikof, Golovin, Zotof, Trubetskdy, and
Cyril Naryshkin. These bastions were at first built of wood ;
three years afterward they were reconstructed in stone. For

VoL. IL. -1



2 PETER THE GREAT.

this work many carpenters and masons were sent from the dis-
trict of Novgorod, who were aided by the soldiers. Wheel-
barrows were unknown (they are still little used in Russia), and
in default of better implements the men scraped up the earth
with their hands, and carried it to the ramparts on pieces of
matting or in their shirts. Peter wrote to Ramodanofsky, ask-
ing him to send the next summer at least 2,000 thieves and
criminals destined for Siberia, to do the heavy work under the
direction of the N6vgorod carpenters. At the same time with
the construction of the bastions, a church was built in the for-
tress and dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul. It was finished
by the next spring, and although small was said by foreigners
to be rather pretty, being covered inside with yellow stucco in
imitation of marble. It contained a chime of bells tuned to
play a piece. The cathedral, with its lofty, slender spire, which
now occupies its site, was begun in 1714, ten years later, by the
Italian architect Tressini. By the side of the orthodox church
arose the Lutheran church of St. Anne. Just outside of the
fortress Peter built for himself a small hut, which he called his
palace. It was about fifty-five feet long by twenty wide, built
of logs roofed with shingles, and contained only three rooms,
lighted by little windows set in leaden frames. In respect for
this, his earliest residence in St. Petersburg, Peter subsequently
had auvother building erected outside of it to preserve it from
the weather, and in this state it still remains, an object of pil-
grimage to the curious and devout. Numerous relics of Peter
are kept here, and his bedroom is now turned into a chapel, in
which prayers are frequently recited before the miraculous
image which accompanied the Tsar through his campaigns, and

.+ was present at the battle of Poltdva. Near this stood the lar-

a7, ger cabin of Menshikéf, the governor-general, where foreign
envoys were received and entertainments given ; then the resi-
dences of the court; and beyond them, on the banks of the
river, the huts of the workmen. Close by the bridge lead-
ing to the fortress was a drinking-house, for many years a place
of general resort, where wine, beer, tobacco, and cards were
sold. Its name, The Osteria, and subsequently The Triumphal
Osteria of the Four Frigates, shows an Italian influence on
some who surrounded Peter.
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In spite of disease and mortality among the men, in spite of
the floods, which even in the first year covered nearly the whole
place and drowned some who were too ill to move, the work
went on. But in its infancy St. Petersburg was constantly in
danger from the Swedes, both by sea and land. During 1703,
it was threatened from the side of Finland by General Kron-
hjort, who was encamped with a large force on the banks of the
river Sestra, and Vice-admiral Nummers, with nine ships, lay
at anchor all the summer off the mouth of the Neva. Kron-
hjort was repulsed, and Peter then devoted all his attention to
getting down some ships which he was building on the river
Svir, between Lake Léddoga and Lake Onéga. He went there
himself, and for a long time personally superintended their con-
struction.  Finally, after great difficulty from the dangerous
navigation on Lake Lidoga, he succeeded in getting the frigate
¢Standard’ and a few transports into the Neva. When the
cold weather came, Nummers withdrew with his fleet to a Fin-
nish port, and Peter, on his yacht, attended by a galliot, went
out into the gulf to explore. In spite of the floating ice, he
sailed as far as Retu-Saari, or Kotlin Island, as it was called by
the Russians, and himself measured the depth of the channel.
North of this island, which was about eighteen miles from the
mouth of the Neva, the water was so shallow and the naviga-
tion so difficult that there was no danger. But to protect the
southern passage he resolved to fortify the island in the place
now occupied by the city and fort of Cronstadt, and at a cannon-
shot from the shore began a fort in the water. With much
hard work in sinking stone for the submarine foundation, the
fort was completed during that winter, and received the name
of Kronslot. Golovin wrote to Matvéief, at London, of the.
foundation of Kronslot, and, greatly exaggerating the Russian’-
naval force, said that the Tsar could in a very short time bring
into the Baltic Sea twenty ships and frigates, together with
seventy-eight full galleys, and one hundred brigantines. This
was to entice merchant ships to come to St. Petersburg.

The first ship arrived—almost by accident—in November,
1703. On the news of its approach, Peter went to meet it at
the bar, and himself piloted it to port. The astonishment of
the skipper, Auke Wybes, at being afterward presented to his
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illustrious pilot, was equalled by that of Peter on learning that
the ship had been freighted by his old friend Cornelis Calf, of
Zaandam. The cargo of salt and wine was welcome. The
skipper was feasted by Menshikéf and given a reward of five
hundred ducats; each sailor received thirty thalers, and the
ship, which was henceforth named the ¢ St. Petersburg,’ was
given exemption forever from all tolls and dues. A second
Dutch ship and an English ship arriving that year received simi-
lar rewards.

The work of ship-building went on during the whole of
1704, but it was not until late in the autumnn that additional
ships could reach the Neva. The north winds and storms on
Lake Lidoga rendered the crossing of the lake very difficult,
and placed the ships in constant danger of going ashore on the
southern coast. These difficulties, of which Peter had several
times personal experience, led him to lay the foundations of
the Admiralty in St. Petersburg, and also subsequently to be-
gin the construction of the canal around the southern end of
Lake Lidoga, which is now one of the links connecting the
waters of the Volga and the Neva. The attacks of De Prou
against Kronslot, and of Maidel against St. Petersburg, in 1704,
were easily repulsed, as was also an attempt of Maidel to sur-
prise Kronslot in the winter by marching over the ice. But in
1705 the Swedish fleet, under Admiral Anckarstjerna, made a
far more serious attempt. The Russians tried to protect their
small fleet by planting stakes in the channel, between Kronslot
and the Kotlin Island, and binding them together. These tall
stakes and poles the Swedes took to be the masts of a numer-
ous fleet, and became more cautious. They held off at such a
distance that their bombardment was ineffectual, and two land-
ings on the island were repulsed after a sharp contest. After
another vain attempt, the Swedish fleet withdrew. Maidel,
who had taken up a position on the north bank of the Neva,'
and at times held some of the further islands, was unsuccess-
ful both in an attempt against St. Petersburg, and in another

11t is from this period, when the Swedes oocasionally appeared on the
Neva coming from Viborg, that the northern or right bank became known as
the ¢ Viborg side,’ an appellation it bears to-day, in distinction from the St.
Petersburg side.
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against Schliisselburg. After this, the Swedes did not again
disquiet St. Petersburg until 1708. Nevertheless, in May, 1706,
Peter himself had an opportunity of seeing the enemy’s squad-
ron, which sailed up toward Kronslot, but soon withdrew. He
had gone a long distance down the gulf on an exploring ex-
pedition, when he saw the Swedish squadron; he therefore
immediately returned and signalled by cannon-shot to Vice-
admiral Cruys, who refused to believe the news, even when
Peter reported in person, and was only convinced when the
Swedes appeared within sight. Peter’s own words on this sub-
ject are amusing. Some months afterward, Cruys, in making
a report on other matters, spoke of the general insubordination
and ignorance of the naval officers, and added, ¢ His Majesty,
with his skill, knows the importance of perfect subordination.’
The Tsar wrote on the back of the report: ‘The vice-admiral
is himself to blame for the want of skill of the naval officers,
a8 he himself engaged nearly all of them ; there is no one then
for him to reproach . . . As concerns my skill, mentioned
here, this compliment is not on a very firm footing. Here
T am called skilled, but not long ago, when I went to sea and
saw the enemy’s ships from my yacht, and signalled according
to custom the number of ships, it was thought only to be amuse-
ment or the salute for a toast, and even when I myself came on
board to the vice-admiral, he was unwilling to believe until his
sailors had seen them from the mast-head. I must, therefore,
beg him either to omit my name from the list of those whom
he judges skilled, or in future cease from such raillery.’

The foundation of St. Petersburg called out various expres-
sions of feeling in Sweden. Some members of the Council of
State prophesied that the growth of Si. Petersburg would bring
the loss of Finland. Others thought that storm and sea would
soon destroy the fortifications of Kronslot and the new town.
Jests were made on the name of the island—Yanni-Saari, Hare
Island—on which the town was begun, and a Swedish poet pro-
posed in Latin verse that the new city should be called not Pe-
tropolis but Leporopolis, which would suit quite as well whether
the island were peopled with hares or with Russians. This was
a reminiscence of the first battle of Narva. When the news of
the foundation of the town was brought to Charles, he said:
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¢Let the Tsar tire himself with founding new towns; we will
keep for ourselves the honour of taking them later.’

St. Petersburg was the apple of Peter’s eye. It was his
¢ paradise,’ as he often calls it in his letters. It was always an
obstacle, and sometimes the sole obstacle, to the conclusion of
peace. Peter was willing to give up all he had conquered in
Livonia and Esthonia, and even Narva, but he would not yield
the mouth of the Neva. Nevertheless, until the war with
Sweden had been practically decided by the battle of Poltéva,
and the position of St. Petersburg had been thus secured, al-
though it had a certain importance as a commercial port, and
as the fortress which commanded the mouth of the Neva, it
remained but a village. The walls of the fortress were finally
laid with stone, but the houses were built of logs at the best,
and for many years, in spite of the marshy soil, the streets re-
mained unpaved. If fate had compelled the surrender of the
city, there would not have been much to regret. Gradually the
idea came to Peter to make it his capital. In 1714 the Senate
was transported thither from Moscow, but wars and foreign
enterprises occupied the Tsar’s attention, and it was not until
1718 that the colleges or ministries were fully installed there,
and St. Petersburg became in fact the capital of the Empire.

Vockerodt, who lived for many years in Russia at this
epoch, and was subsequently for a long time Prussian Secretary
of Legation at St. Petersburg, says that Peter was actuated
partly by his love for the sea, partly by the great desire of per-
petuating his memory by the foundation of a new capital, in
imitation of Alexander and Constantine, and partly by the
hatred he had to the city of Moscow, which he would willingly
have seen ruined. As proof of the last, he mentions that, under
the pretext that all the masons were necessary in St. Peters-
burg, an edict was issued forbidding under heavy penalties the
least repairs to any stone buildings in Moscow.'

It would have been comparatively easy to make St. Pe-
tersburg into a beautiful and regular town, but the present
arrangement of the city—leaving out of view the embellish-

1 By Ukase No. 2,828 of June 7, 1714, no more stone houses were to be
built in Moscow ; by No. 2,848 of October 9, 1714, this prohibition was ex-
tended to the whole Empire under pain of exile and confiscation of property.



VIEWS IN ST. PETERSBURG.






1720.] ST. PETERSBURG. 7

ments made by succeeding monarchs—is owing partly to chance
and partly to Peter’s constant changes of plan. At first, the
mainland was destined for the Admiralty only and the uses
of the marine. All the nobility, and even the commercial
classes, were obliged to build their residences in the neighbour-
hood of the fortress, near the small house which Peter first
erected for himself. Here, also, up to 1720, were placed all the
government buildings. Then the idea came to Peter that trade
would flourish better if all the commercial establishments were
placed in Cronstadt; each province was therefore ordered to
put up large stone buildings on that island for the reception of
merchandise—buildings many of which were never used, and
all of which fell rapidly into decay, for immediately after this
there was a project of placing the city higher up the river,
where the more elevated ground would protect it against inun-
dations. At last Peter decided on the island now, and for a
century before that time, called Vasily Ostrof. Here a regular
town was laid out in the Dutch fashion, with canals through all
the streets. The danger of inundation on this low ground, the
difficalties during the autumn and spring, when the floating ice
in the river cut off this island from all communication with the
mainland, had not the slightest weight with the Tsar, and again
the nobility were compelled to build on this island large and
expensive houses; proportionate to the size of their estates.
Since Peter’s time the fashionable quarter and the governmen-
tal offices have been transferred to the mainland, but Vasily
Ostrof still remains the centre of commerce. The canals on the
island, and many of those on the mainland, have been filled up;
but their places can be recognised by the curious designation of
the sides of the streets as ¢lines.’

The city of Peter, except in plan, bears little resemblance to
the capital we see to-day. The splendid granite quays, with
their rows of palaces, the monumental buildings, the churches,
the statues and columns which now adorn the town, are all the
work of Peter’s successors. Few date farther back than the
reign of Catherine II.

The only prominent buildings of Peter’s time still left are
parts of the University and the neighbouring palace of Menshi-
kof, now converted into a school of cadets. Peter’s taste in
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architecture was not good. He loved small and low rooms. A
spacions and high apartment embarrassed him, and when, in
building his Winter Palace, in order to equal the other houses in
the row, he found it necessary to make the stories a little higher
than he was accustomed to, he had a double ceiling put into
the rooms he expected to inhabit, so as to make them lower.
Neither his winter nor his summer palaces were fine buildings.
The Winter Palace, which was built of brick, was only about 250
feet wide, joined on one side to a private house, with nothing to
distinguish it from the other houses on the quay except a portal
ornamented with pilasters and surmounted by a naval crown,
and two wings which had not the least relation to the principal
fagade. The Summer Palace in St. Petersburg consisted of three
separate and unsymmetrical buildings erected at different times,
which had no proportion whatever to one another, and were
placed at irregular angles. The country palaces were no better.

The nobility hated St. Petersburg. Even Prince Gregory
Dolgoriky, one of the active men of the time, could not help
writing in 1717 to Shafirof: ¢ Although the governors have
a hard life (and where now can one be without trouble ?), yet I
think not one of them would leave his province and be willing
to come and live in Petersburg.’ Probably all were of the same
opinion, and the Princess Mary, the half-sister of the Tsar, went
even further, and in conversation with her intimate friends
said : ¢ Petersburg will not endure after our time. May it remain
a desert!’ The reasons of this dislike were very simple. The
nobility were accustomed to an easy life in Moscow, where they
had large houses, where they had plenty of servants and good
horses, and where nearly all their provisions were brought from
their own neighbouring estatesor else bought very cheaply in the
Moscow market. In St. Petersburg they were obliged to build
new houses at great expense, and under very vexatious regula-
tions as to plan; they no longer could easily send to their estates
for provisions and additional servants; everything had to come
" an immense distance ; the cost of living was very great; and
more than that, the climate was very unhealthy. They had
none of the comforts, none of the amusements of Moscow. They
did not care for boats or for sailing, and they could not even
leave town for a country place, because St. Petersburg was
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surrounded by nothing but woods and bogs. Owing to the raw-
ness of the climate no fruit could grow except in certain portions
of the Vasily Ostrof, and no vegetables but cabbage and turnips.
The wild animals which had previously inhabited the locality
were not all driven away, and in 1714 two soldiers on guard in
front of the Foundry were devoured by wolves, and a little time
after a woman was torn to pieces in the middle of the day in
front of Prince Menshik6f’s house. In order to economise fuel
—and it was forbidden to cut wood on the islands—no one was
allowed to heat his bath-house more than once a week.

To procure building materials for the public edifices, every
boat and every cart coming to the city was obliged to bring a
certain number of large stones. Workmen and colonists were
sent thither from all parts of the empire. In November, 1713,
order was given that 34,000 should be sent during the year fol-
lowing. By such means the city grew fast, and we are told that
in April 1714 there were 34,550 buildings large and small, and
in 1718 over 40,000.

The frequent inundations, the bad climate, and the marshy
soil all produced disease, and the mortality among the workmen
employed in building the town was frightful. In 1717 Prince
Alexis Tcherkasky in reporting to the Tsar that work by con-
tract would be better than forced labour, said that a thousand
workmen a year and sometimes more either died or ran away,
while a8 many more were laid up by illness. These numbers
may have been less than the truth, but even with the cold, the
damp, and the dysentery, it is impossible to trust the statement
current abroad soon afterward, that as many as 200,000 men had
lost their lives in building the city, which would be at the rate
of 10,000 a year for twenty years. At the same time, we must
remember that even now St. Petersburg is a deadly city, and
one of the few in the world where the death-rate always exceeds
the birth-rate. It is only kept in existence by immigrations
from the country.’

The building of St. Petersburg seems almost like a freak.
Its construction became a passion with Peter, and no obstacles

1 The sufferings of the builders of St. Petersburg find their echo even to-
day in popular songs, well known to all the peasants of the neighbourhood.

Y
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could be found great enough to prevent his carrying out his
design ; yet it was nothing but a very costly and an almost use-
less toy. The fortress on which so much money and so much
life were spent, then, as now, protected nothing. Its guns could
never reach the enemy, unless the town had been previously
taken. It now guards nothing but the mint, and the cathedral
containing the imperial tombs. During the reign of Peter’s
successors, its walls were used as a suitable background for fire-
works and illuminations, and its casemates have always been
found convenient for the reception of political prisoners.
Strategically it was necessary to protect the mouth of the
Neva, but this was done by Cronstadt. Commercially, St.
Petersburg was of importance as being a seaport, but the con-
quest, soon after, of Reval and Riga, gave to Russia new and
better ports, and the high price of living at St. Petersburg added
burdens to the commerce there which nearly equalised the ad-
vantages. Even then, Riga was almost as near Moscow as was
St. Petersburg, and had a good straight road been constructed,
commerce would have quickly taken that channel. This was
not done, and the great détour necessary sent commerce to
St. Petersburg. At the present time, with the railways to Riga,
Reval, and other points on the Baltic, the commerce of St. Peters-
burg, proportionally with other places, is declining. The receipts
from duties on foreign goods are fully as great at Moscow as at
St. Petersburg. The commerce of Riga, Reval, Libau, and
Baltic Port is constantly increasing, while Konigsberg and other
Prussian ports receive a great quantity of Russian trade.

St. Petersburg may once have been what Count Algarotti
called it in 1769—a great window for Russia to look out at
Europe, but it is so no longer. The traveller from London or
Paris can go as easily and as quickly to Moscow as to St. Peters-
burg. The European ideas, and customs, and fashions which
came to St. Petersburg turned it, even in Peter’s time, into a
thoroughly European town, and such it has always remained ;
but the ideas of Europe took a long time to pass over the four
hundred miles of desolate country stretching between the capi-
tal and Moscow, and, in the same way, the provinces found
great difficulty in making their complaints, their wants, and
their situation known at St. Petersburg. Until most recent
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times, there was only one road leading from the interior to St.
Petersburg, and communication was difficult and easily inter-
rupted. The government of the country was, indeed, always
carried on, but, as far as regarded its sympathy with the popu-
lation, its knowledge of their needs and wants, it might as well
have been on a distant island. This was felt even in the last
century, and Vockerodt, writing in 1737, says: ‘As concerns
the common weal, the residence of the court at St. Petersburg
seems likewise to be more harmful than advantageous, and it is
still a great question whether the sovereign of Russia does not
in this way stand in his own light, and prejudice his own power.
All affairs relating to justice and the internal government of
the country can be much more promptly cared for at Moscow,
in the middle of the country; and the Russian commandants,
who are so very much inclined to stealing, will be much better
held in check from Moscow than St. Petersburg, which lies quite
at one end of the empire” He adds that ‘no advantage has
been obtained by the country from St. Petersburg which would
not have been had in far greater measure at Moscow, had the
government been left there. What sort of a difference this
makes was shown by the experience of the government of Peter
II, and in the first years of the present Empress [Anne].
‘When the Court went to Moscow, in 1728, not only were all the
public chests empty, but also money was so rare among private
persons that interest rose to twelve and fifteen per cent. Two
years afterward, about the time when Peter II. died, interest
fell to eight and six per cent. All the public chests were again
filled, so that the astonishing expenses which the Court made at
the beginning of the present reign caused no lack of money.
But after the Court had come back for a few years to St. Peters-
burg, the whole country (although no new imposts had been
placed on it except the recruiting of men and horses for the
army) came to a very wretched condition, and a lack of ready
money is only too plainly shown.’ _
Even now, with all the pleasures, the comforts, and the
luxuries of ‘St. Petersburg, with its agreeable society, its intel-
lectual culture, and its political interest, the foreigner living
there for a time feels as if he were out of the world. It is not
so much the great distance which separates him from Berlin and
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Vienna, or even Warsaw and Moscow, as the fact that, except
the small collection of villas along the gulf and near Tsirskoe
Seld, the country is flat, desolate, marshy, and almost entirely
uninhabited for many miles around. The railways which leave
the capital pass, for much of their length, over a desolate-look-
ing plain or through cheerless forests. The true Russia is far
away.

St. Petersburg derives its whole importance from the fact
of its being the capital. It is curious to look at a large plan and
see how very many of the buildings are owned by the Govern-
ment. Take away the Court and the army of Government offi-
cials, and St. Petersburg would soon sink to a third-rate town.!

! Ustridlof, IV. x.; Reimers, S¢. Petersburg am HEnde sesnes ersten Jahr-
hunderts, 8t. Petersburg, 1803 ; Pekirsky, Old Times of St. Petersburg, in
Contemporary (Russian) for 1860 ; J. G. Vockerodt, Russland unter Peter dem
Grossen, edited by Dr. E. Herrmann, Leipzig, 1872 ; Algarotti, Lettere sopra
la Russia ; A. L. Mayer, the Old Winter Palace, in European Messenger (Rus-
sian) for May, 1872,



XLVIL
OHARLES XIL IN POLAND.—1702-1705.

‘We left King Charles, after his defeat of the Poles on the
Diina, determined to inflict a severe chastisement on King Au-
gustus, even although in so doing he gave the Russians a clear
field. The petitions of the inhabitants of Riga, the representa-
tions of the Swedish Diet, the advice of the foreign ambassa-
dors, were all rejected with scorn. Charles refused to listen to
any propositions of treating with King Augustus, and would be
satisfied with nothing less than his dethronement. To the Diet
he replied that he considered it ¢derogatory to himself and to
his honour to have the slightest dealings with a man who had
acted in such a dishonourable and shameful way;’ and to the
King of France he wrote that ¢ the conduct of King Augustus
was 80 shameful and base that it deserved the vengeance of God
and the contempt of all right-thinking men.” General Spens
said of the King: ¢ He believes that he is an agent of God on
earth, sent to punish every act of faithlessness.’

‘Whether a Swedish invasion of Russia would have been suc-
cessful or not, whether Charles could have captured Moscow or
not, at all events he could have prevented the Russians from
establishing themselves on the Neva, and from taking Dorpat
and Narva. But he was then too much occupied with his ven-
geance on King Augustus, and was far away on the banks of the
Vistula. It might be that the Russian check would have been
temporary and not permanent, but it certainly would have been
many years before the Swedes would have been driven from the
south of the Baltic. It has been often said that an inevitable
necessity led Russia to the shore of the Finnish gulf, and that
Sweden must sooner or later have yielded to the pressure.
Oscar I1., the present King of Sweden, perhaps the ablest and
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the most careful critic of his great predecessor, says in reply to
this:

‘There is a certain degree of truth in this view. The stream
of emigration has always been from the East to the West, and
it is doubtful whether even to-day it has entirely ceased. The
discovery of the New World and the beginning of the colonisa-
tion of the North American continent occurred during the next
period after the emigration from Asia to Europe, just spoken
of, seemed to have reached its end. In that way its continu-
ation was favoured. Can one not say, with good reason, that
the Slavonic race, with its fresh, youthful elasticity, visible in
so many of the phenomena of its life, is like a mighty steam-
engine, while America, like a gigantic air-pump continually
sucking, always prepares the necessary vacuum for the steam ?
Much that has happened and is still happening can be explained
in such wise. But although man cannot succeed in stopping
the path of the history of the world and the general develop-
ment of the fate of nations, yet everyone who claims to be
called a statesman must not only not favour, but must even
work with all his power against, what is evidently harmful to his
country. This is a duty to which he may, perhaps, fall a victim,
but the right understanding and fulfilment of it separate him
from the common herd which listens to the enticing siren-voice
of the instant, and follows the many-coloured standard of for-
tune wherever it may be raised. The application to Charles
XII., and his manner of action, is easily made. His want of
perception in treating the northern seat of war as a side issue is
80 much the more to be deplored, as it was probably then still
possible to stop for a long time the conquests of Russia at our
cost.” !

After the victory on the Diina, Charles took up his winter
quarters in Curland, which he wished to punish as being a fief
of Poland. He refused to make any distinction between the
Polish Republic, which had not declared war, and King Augus-
tus, who had been in the field against him. A feud which had
existed for generations between the two great Lithuanian fami-
lies of Sapieha and Oginski, gave him an excellent pretext for

1 Carl den Tolfte, af Oscar Fredrik, pp. 24, 25. Stockholm, 1868,
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interference. One of the Sapieha family had supported the
claims of the Prince de Conti to the Polish throne in opposition
to Augustus, and that monarch had, therefore, espoused the
cause of Oginski. Charles, under pretext of assisting the
Sapieha and putting down the Oginski party, found means of
making incursions into Lithuania, and supporting his troops on
the country. Meanwhile, the Cardinal Primate, Radziejowski,
who, we remember, was one of the parties taken into the confi-
dence of Patkul, Augustus and the Russians, and who, for a
considerable bribe, had promised to secure the consent of the
Polish Diet to the war, was intriguing against Augustus. He
sent word to Charles that the Polish Republic had nothing
whatever to do with the war against him, which the King had
made without their consent. Charles replied that the only way
for Poland to secure peace was to call a Diet, declare that Au-
gustus had forfeited the crown by making war without the con-
sent of Poland, and elect a new king. In vain did Augustus
sue for peace. He even sent his mistress, the beautiful Countess
Aurora von Konigsmark, to Charles’s winter quarters, but she re-
turned without even having seen the King, except in the street,
and her misadventure was made the pretext for a satirical medal,
with subject and legend taken from the story of Samson and
Delilah. The chamberlain, Von Vitzthum, fared still worse,
for his despatches were taken from him. The Swedes took
pains to spread the story that King Augustus had proposed a
division of Poland between himself and the King of Sweden,
so as to destroy the Republic and create an absolute monarchy
in its stead. To the Polish deputations coming to ask for peace,
and demand that their rights should be respected, Charles re-
plied, after long delays, that he would answer them when he
arrived at Warsaw, at the same time saying that he had come
to restore the ancient liberties of Poland, and to protect them
from the attempts of Augustus to establish the absolute rule of
his own dynasty. These words certainly sounded strange in
the mouth of the absolute Charles XII., and there were many
Poles who saw through the thin veil which covered his warlike
intentions. In some of the published replies there were sharp
criticisms on his conduct, and one of them said : ¢ These Swedes,
who, in their own home, are slaves to the whims of an absolute
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lord, now come hither, as they say, to defend our liberties, al-
though they have not been able to keep their own.’

Leaving 8,000 men to protect Lithuania, Charles set out for
Warsaw in April, 1702, with 16,000 men, in spite of the advice
of Rehnekjold, Liewen, and Stenbock, the last of whom even
questioned the legality of the invasion. Warsaw was occupied
without opposition, and a heavy contribution was laid on the
inhabitants, for, as Charles said, ¢ The Swedes cannot live on
air and water, and the Poles must care for them, as they them-
selves have invited them.’

Augustus had summoned the nobility of the kingdom to his
aid.. Some responded, but many hesitated, and others flatly
refused, believing the rumour, which had got abroad and was
so carefully spread by the Swedes, of negotiations begun by the
King for the partition of the country. He finally got together
a force of 20,000 men. Charles could not at this time op-
pose more than 12,000 troops, and it was necessary to leave
part in Warsaw to keep down that city. Ile therefore waited
two months with great impatience for reinforcements, rode out
himself to meet them when he heard of their approach, and im-
mediately began to march towards Cracow. At Klissow, on
the anniversary of the battle on the Diina, the army of King
Augustus was totally defeated, although the Saxon troops stood
their ground well. The walls of Cracow were in bad condition,
but the citadel was strong. Stenbock, with 300 men, arrived
in the suburb and found the gate closed. Ie demanded en-
trance, but the answer was that the keys were not there. He
then asked for Wielopolski, the commandant, who immediately
- appeared, but refused to allow the Swedes to enter. During
the parley, Charles suddenly appeared, and shouted in a loud
voice, ¢ Quvrez la porte !’ Wielopolski, hearing this command-
ing tone, had the curiosity to open the gate a little to see who
had spoken. Charles immediately gave him a violent cut in the
face with his riding-whip, the Swedes forced the gate open, and
reached the citadel even before the commandant. For the de-
lay in yielding, a heavy contribution was exacted from Cracow
under the direction of Stenbock, who was made governor, or, as
he himself expresses it in a letter to his wife: ‘I am now the
commissary, the governor, and the devil of the town.” In three
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-weeks he got from Cracow 130,000 thalers, besides 10,000 pairs
of shoes, 10,000 Ibs. of tobacco, 160,000 lbs. of meat, 60,000
1bs. of bread, 12,000 lbs. of ham, and other articles.

Augustus retired to Sandomir, where he convoked the Diet.
The attendance was small, but the disputes were violent, and
Lipski, the Voievode of Kalisz, was cut to pieces in one of the
quarrels, having been accused of bringing about the Swedish
invasion. The King could not prevail upon the Diet to declare
war. The Poles preferred still to use all their efforts at negoti-
ation, in order to persuade the Swedes to withdraw and to leave
the Republicin peace. Charles refused to receive the deputation,
on the ground that the whole of Poland was not represented,
and declared his unalterable resolution to dethrone Augustus.
Propositions of mediation from Austria and France were like-
wise rejected. Nothing would satisfy him but the deposition
of Augustus in Poland, and he even demanded his abdication in
Saxony. Even still more than the Poles and the partisans of
Augustus, did the Swedes themselves beg their king to come to
terms with Augustus, and continue the war against Russia.
The Duchess Hedwiga Sophia, Charles’s favourite sister, herself
intervened, but could make no change in her brother’s plans.
Just at this time came the news of Schlippenbach’s defeats,
and of the terrible devastation of Livonia. The army was excited
by this news, and at a council of war the generals unanimously
made a representation to the King, expressing their desire to
leave Poland and rescue the Livonian provinces from the Tsar.
Charles replied shortly: ¢ My honour, my conscience, and the
security of my kingdom do not allow me to fulfil your wishes ;’
and it is said that he added : ¢Even if I should have to remain
here fifty years, I would not leave the country until Augustus is
dethroned.’

In hastening out one day to see the exercise of some Polish
troops which had been collected by Stenbock, the horse of the
King stumbled over a tent-rope, and Charles broke his left leg
above the knee. His physicians feared grave consequences if he
remained in the tent, and he was taken to a house in the suburbs
of Cracow, where he lay for many weeks. The news of his
accident was kept as secret as possible, but his sudden disap-
pearance excited much comment, and rumours of his death were

VoL. I1.—2
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for a long time current. As soon as he was able to mount his
horse again, he took up his winter quarters in the neighbour-
hood of Sandomir.

The promises which Charles had made on entering Poland—
that he should demand only the contributions necessary for the
subsistence of his army, that churches should not be plundered,
and that the property of the nobility should be respected—
were kept for only three months. Such complaints reached him
from Sweden of the want of money, and the scarcity of every
kind prevailing there, that after the battle of Klissow every-
thing was changed. ~ Charles resolved that his army should be
supported by the Poles. Contributions of all kinds were levied,
and the money demands were in many cases doubled. If objec-
tions were made to payment, estates, villages, and towns were
burnt to the ground. During the winter, Stenbock, with 2,500
men, was sent into Galicia and Volynia to obtain money, forage,
and provisions, and with orders to destroy the estates of all who
refused to join the Swedes.

Although the ravages committed by Stenbock’s troops and
the contributions levied were very great, the general did not
carry out to their full extent the instructions of the King, who
says in one of his letters that ¢ the Poles must either be annihi-
lated or forced to join us;’ and in another: ¢All the Poles that
you get hold of you must force to follow us, nolens volens, or
ruin them so that they will long remember the visit of Master
He-goat. Use your best endeavours to squeeze out, pick out,
and get together the most you can.’

In the spring of 1703, Charles defeated another army, which
Augustus had got together from Lithuania, at Pultusk on the
Nareva, to the north of Warsaw, and then advanced to Thorn,
which he besieged for five months. '

Meanwhile, in June, Augustus assembled a Diet at Lublin.
To the general astonishment, Cardinal Radziejowski appeared,
and asked private audience of the King. A private audience
was not granted, but the cardinal was received publicly, when
the accusations against him of introducing the Swedish troops
were 80 strong that he was allowed to say nothing in his defence,
but was compelled to kneel down and swear publicly before all
that he had not introduced the Swedes, or supported them, or
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intrigned against the King, and to promise, on his honour,
faithful service to his country. Although the Diet still wished
to employ negotiations and peaceful measures, yet it resolved
to increase the crown army to 36,000 men, and the Lithuanian
army to 12,000, and gave the King permission to make what-
ever treaties with foreign powers might seem desirable. The
deputies of the provinces of Kalisz and Posen were not admitted
to this Diet, as those provinces were occupied by the Swedes,
and it was said their votes would not be free. They, therefore,
formed a confederation at Schrod, which was joined by the no-
bility of several provinces, declared their dissatisfaction with
the results of the Diet of Lublin, and took the side of Sweden.
Prince Lubomirski, who commanded the Polish crown army,
was jealous of the young Prince Wisniowiecki, the commander
of the Lithuanians, sacrificed his patriotism to the feeling of re-
venge, wasted time in petty disputes, and remained an inactive
spectator. Nor even could the rest of the army work together.
Steinau, who commanded the Saxons, refused to co-operate with
Wisniowiecki ; Oginski, angry at losing some place he had
desired, sowed rebellion among the Lithuanians, and, before
anything could be done, the Swedish reinforcements arrived
from Danzig, and Thorn was taken.

During the siege of Thorn, requests were again made to
Charles to conclude peace. England, Austria, and Holland all in-
tervened. They had, it is true, a selfish interest, for they desired
the assistance of the Swedish troops against the French. The
war of the Spanish succession had broken out in 1702. Robin-
son, one of the last English clerical diplomatists, later Bishop
of London, but then Minister at Stockholm, went to Charles’s
headquarters in order to impress upon him the discontent and
want prevailing in Sweden, and to urge him to peace. An audi-
ence was for a long time denied him, but he finally, half through
surprise, succeeded in having a conversation with Charles in the
open road. His efforts were without success, and his colleagunes
of Austria and Holland were unable to express their advice.
Piper, too, made another attempt, and added, as & new and
pressing reason for peace, that the Russians had now occupied
Ingria, and had got a harbour on the Baltic. ¢These events
have for Sweden a much more important significance than who
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occupies the Polish throne.” .Charles remained obstinate, and
the minister could only say: ¢ Dixi et levavi anvmam meam.’
During the course of the summer a treaty was made with Hol-
land, by which Charles promised auxiliary troops against France
after the conclusion of peace. This made Holland so desirous
that peace should be concluded, that, together with Austria and
England, the States-General made a new representation to
Charles, this time in writing. A brief answer was returned,
that nothing could be done until the Polish Republic showed in
what manner it was ready to restore peace. By the advice of
Raphael Leszezynski, Charles now no longer stated openly his
intention of dethron-
ing Augustus, but re-
ferred simply to his
previous conditions, so
as not to excite too
much the pride and
obstinacy of the Po-
lish nobles, who, much
as they disliked Aug-
ustus, felt themselves
bound in honour to
retain him on the
throne. While so
many powers were de-
sirous of peace, two, at
least, were glad of the
war — Denmark and
France ; the latter be-
cause it preferred that
the King of Sweden
should be occupied in
Poland rather than turn his arms against her,' while Denmark
saw with pleasure the great military strength of Sweden wasted

oyl

Count Charles Piper. -

! Colonel Lenk, a secret agent of France, wrote to the French Cabinet:
¢As far as I am able to see through the King of Sweden, I am sure that he
will not cease this war till he has ruined his own country. For, if he does
not entirely change his character, he will continue to wage war as long as he
lives.’
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in such adventures. Prussia hoped to get something for herself
out of the troubles of others, and King Frederick, adopting the
plan already put forward by Augustus, proposed to Charles to
annex West Prussia, while the Swedes should take Polish Livo-
nia and part of Lithuania. In that way he thought the Poles
could always be kept down, and that there would be no necessity
for dethroning Augustus, who would be absolute sovereign of
the remainder of Poland. This, however, did not fall in with
Charles’s views, and the negotiations were discontinued.
Charles took the confederation of Schrod, or Great Poland,
under his protection, and the sum of 200,000 thalers, which
Stenbock used in bribes, gave him hopes of soon being able to
accomplish his ides, so that in December, 1703, he addressed an
open letter to the Republic, in which he proposed Prince Jacob
Sobieski for the future King of Poland, and promised, if he
were elected, to support him until he should obtain quiet pos-
session of the throne. This excited Austria, England, and Hol-
land, and not only did Queen Anne send an autograph letter to
Charles, but Robinson again did his best to dissuade him from
compelling the Polish nation to depose the king whom they had
themselves freely chosen, and urged him not to set such a bad
example to the world. Charles replied: ‘I wonder greatly to
hear such remarks from the minister of a state which once car-
ried its boldness so far as to cut off the head of its king.” The
powers desisted from further action, fearing greatly lest Charles
should get so angry as openly to support the cause of France.
In January, 1704, the Primate Radziejowski called a Diet
at Warsaw, under the pretext of making peace with the King
of Sweden, who had declared that he wished to treat with the
Republic, and not with King Augustus. In spite of the efforts
of Radziejowski and of Horn, who with a large Swedish force
protected and influenced the Diet, and at the same time pre-
vented undecided members from running away, the feeling was
so strong against foreign interference in the concerns of the
country that there was much hesitation and delay; and it was
not until April, after the Swedes had brought up proof of the
proposals of Augustus to make peace with Charles by dividing
Poland, that the Diet declared the throne vacant. Meantime,
Augustus had succeeded in kidnapping Jacob Sobieski and his
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brother in Silesia, although in so doing he had invaded Aus-
trian territory. He himself was weary of the contest, and ready
to make peace by resigning the Polish crown ; but the French
and the Danes still counselled him to resistance. It was neces-
sary now to find another candidate, and when Alexander So-
bieski refused to allow his name to be used, Charles, passing
over the ambitious Lubomirski and Radziewill, selected Stanis-
las Leszczynski. There was still another period of hesitation;
and finally, when Horn’s patience was entirely exhausted, a
small meeting of electors was held in the field of Wola, near
Warsaw, surrounded by Swedish troops, in the absence of the
magnates of the kingdom, and, in a manner so contrary to all
the prescriptions of the laws that even some of his own sup-
porters drew back, Leszczynski was proclaimed Stanislas I.,
King of Poland. This was in July, 1704.

Now that Augustus had been deposed—regularly or irregu-
larly—and a new king elected, many supposed and hoped that
Charles would at last leave Poland, and turn his arms against
Russia, in order to free those provinces which had already been
occupied by the Tsar. The Swedish King, however, had prom-
ised to stand by his candidate until his crown was secure, and
the manner of the election of Stanislas diminished the number
of his supporters and increased again the party of Augustus.
There was enough to do in Poland for a long time.

So long as Augustus could make some opposition to the
Swede, Peter could go on with his aims in Russia without do-
ing more in Poland than simply fulfilling his obligations in
furnishing money and troops. But now it was necessary to aid
Augustus more actively in order to prevent a Swedish invasion
of Russia. Patkul was therefore sent with 100,000 thalers to
Denmark, in order to bring that kingdom to acts of open hos-
tility toward Sweden, and had succeeded in winning over the
Countess Viereck, the King’s mistress, when her death pre-
vented the success of his plan. The Saxon ministers, too,
needed presents and promises to render them more vigorous in
carrying on the war. Meantime, envoys from Augustus him-
self, from the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and even one of the
Oginski family, had come to Russia asking for active assistance.
In July, 1703, a treaty was concluded with the envoys of Lithu-
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ania, to take effect as soon as the Republic of Poland had es-
poused the Russian side. The next year Thomas Dzialynski.

Stanislas 1., King of Poland.

the Voievode of Chelm, went to Russia on the part of the Polish
Republic, and found the Tsar in front of Narva. Two months
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afterward, and ten days after the storming of Narva, August
30, 1704, an offensive and defensive alliance against Sweden
was concluded between Russia and Poland. Both powers bound
themselves to carry on the war actively, and to make no separ-
ate treaties. Russia promised to compel the Cossack Paléi to
restore the towns which he had taken from Poland in the
Ukraine, to give up to Poland at the end of the war all his
conquests in Livonia, to furnish a contingent of 12,000 men,
well armed, with sufficient ammunition and supplies, for the
next year, 1705, to give the King 200,000 rubles (83,0002.), for
the support of his army, and to make similar annual payments
for every year the war lasted.

Immediately after this, Prince Repnin, with twelve regi-
ments of infantry and cavalry, was sent toward Polétsk to act
under the Polish orders, but with strict instructions not to as-
sist in any general engagement. Peter felt sure that the Poles
would be beaten in a general battle, and wished to harass the
enemy by small skirmishes. Field-marshal Sheremétief was
also ordered to Polotsk, in order to make an attack on the troops
of Lewenhaupt in Curland during the winter, when the rivers
were frozen. By means of Mazeppa, the Cossack Paléi was en-
ticed to Moscow and exiled to Siberia. His private property
was confiscated, and the towns which he had seized were re-
stored to the Poles.

The war in Poland had been going on with varying success.
‘While Charles had marched upon Lemberg in Galicia, which
he had captured with great booty, Augustus had plucked up
courage, and with an accession of troops had surprised Warsaw,
nearly capturing his rival, Stanislas. General Arvid Horn, the
Swedish commander, was not so lucky, and after a two days’
siege in the Warsaw citadel was obliged to surrender. Some of
the family of Stanislas were captured, as well as the Bishop of
Posen, who had declared him king. The latter was sent to
Rome for judgment. The Primate Radziejowski succeeded in
escaping to Thorn, where he died within a year.

Augustus was joined in Warsaw by eleven Russian regi-
ments, as well as by the Saxon troops under Field-marshal
Schulenburg ; but although he had now 40,000 troops, he did
not feel strong enough to attack Charles, and, finding that the
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Swedes were proceeding toward Warsaw by forced marches, he
abandoned his capital, and took refuge first in Cracow and then
in Dresden, while his army dispersed. Patkul was ordered to
abandon the siege of Posen some hours before the time he had
fixed for storming it. Charles, after occupying Warsaw, rapidly
followed up Schulenburg, who had joined Patkul, and defeated
him near Punitz. Four Russian regiments defended them-
selves with great vigour against Wellingk. They refused the
capitulation which the Swedes offered them ; they resolved to
defend themselves to the last man in the village which they oc-
cupied ; and the most of them either were killed or perished in
the flames. The Swedish soldiers had an opportunity of seeing
the difference between the Russian soldiers of Narva, in 1700,
and those of 1704.

After having thoroughly cleared Poland of Russians and
Saxons, the Swedish army took up their winter quarters along
the boundary of Silesia, where, in the town of Rawicz, Charles
passed the whole winter and the greater part of the summer of
1705.!

! Fryxell, L ; Sarauw; Lundblad, L ; Ustriflof, IV, xiv.
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THE CAMPAIGN IN CURLAND.—1705.

THE five years between the capture of Narva and Dorpat
and the battle of Poltava were for Peter years of anxiety and
distress. The burden of the war came upon Russia; its issue
was always uncertain. Rebellions in Astrakhan, among the
Bashkirs, and among the Cossacks of the Don, added to the
dangers and difficulties arising from the universally prevailing
discontent. At intervals Peter suffered greatly in health, and
even his domestic happiness, as we have already seen, was al-
loyed with regrets and presentiments.

At the end of December, 1704, Peter went from Narva to
Moscow, which he entered with a triumphal procession, in
which the Swedish prisoners took part, and many of the guns of
Narva were shown. On March 1 he went to Voronezh, where
he remained two months, occupying himself still with building
new ships and planning new dockyards. While there he was
alarmed by a report that the Swedes were contemplating an in-
vasion of Lithuania. Fortunately it turned out to be false, as
Charles, with all his troops, was then in winter quarters at
Rawicz. Nevertheless, Peter wished to join the army, but, as
we know, was detained for more than a month by a fever at the
country house of Theodore Golovin.! Menshikéf, we remem-
ber, came to Moscow, full of anxiety, to see him, but Peter had
already recovered, and, after passing his birthday at Preobraz-
hénsky, was able, about the middle of June, to start for the
front by the way of Smolénsk and Vitébsk. We learn from
the Austrian agent that, on his departure, orders were given
that during the whole time of his absence prayers should be

! See Vol. 1., page 438.
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said in the churches on every Wednesday and Friday, and that
business on those days should absolutely cease. This may have
fallen in with the feelings of the pious Russians of that time,
but it must have been disastrous to the commercial interests of
the country.

At Polotsk he found waiting for him a numerous and well-
disciplined army, composed of 40,000 infantry and 20,000 cav-
alry, ¢all in such good order that no German troops are better
mounted, exercised, and armed.” This Peter owed to the expe-
rienced General Ogilvy, who, on the recommendation of Patkul,
had left the Austrian to enter the Russian service. Although
Peter had generally followed Ogilvy’s advice as to reorganising
the army, and had given him the rank of field-marshal, yet he
refused to make him the general-in-chief, preferring to reserve
this post for a Russian. Ogilvy was liked by the soldiers, but
found it difficult to get on with the Russian officers. Although
he may have known some other Slav language, he was ignorant
of Russian, was compelled to treat with the other generals
through an interpreter, and, as a foreigner, was disliked and
suspected by them. It had been arranged in the contract with
Ogilvy that he was always to have a separate command, and we
have seen that he was actually the commander-in-chief during
the siege of Narva. He had difficulty in acting in harmony,
not only with Repnin, who was his subordinate, but also with
Sheremétief, who was his equal in point of rank, and the only
other field-marshal in the Russian service. Peter, while at
Voronezh, thought to solve the difficulty by putting all the cav-
alry under the command of Sheremétief, and the infantry under
that of Ogilvy. This arrangement was equally displeasing to
both, and if Peter had had any real military experience, he
would have immediately seen its impracticability. The problem
was finally solved by sending Sheremétief, with a separate com-
mand, into Curland to operate against Lewenhaupt.

After issuing a proclamation to the Poles, stating that the
Russian troops entered Poland in consequence of his alliance
with the King and the Republic, Peter started with all his army
for Wilna.

! Ustridlof, IV. (2nd pt.) p. 643. No official decree of this kind is on
record.
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The evening before the march there had been a regrettable
occurrence, owing to Peter’s hasty temper. With some of his
officers he had, out of curiosity, visited 8 monastery not far
from Polotsk, belonging to the Uniates, or United Greeks, a

Peter Striking the Priest in the Monastery.

sect which, originally Orthodox, and still keeping many Eastern
rites, had been forced by the Polish kings to submit to the
jurisdiction of the Roman Pope. The priests and monks of
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this sect were far more fanatical than genuine Catholics, and
instead of satisfying the Tsar’s curiosity, and politely answering
his questions, as Catholics frequently had done before and did
afterward, they were rude and impolite. On passing behind
the altar-screen, Peter was told to retire, as adversaries of the
faith like him were not allowed there. Seeing one picture
more richly adorned than the others, he asked what scene it
represented. They answered: ‘The martyr Josaphat’ ¢And
what does the axe in his hand mean?’ asked the Tsar. ¢That
is the instrument with which the heretical Russians martyred
him,’ was thereply.' Peter, indignant and angry, if the Roman
account can be credited, struck the priest in the face, and then
ordered his suite to arrest the priests and monks, and try them
as traitors—for some of them had been Russians, and they were
accused of corresponding with the Swedes and of upholding the
party of Stanislas. Seeing the small number of Peter’s suite,
the monks resisted, and the Russians drew their swords, and in
a general scuffle four monks were killed, and a fifth—a Rus-
sian subject, a convert from orthodoxy—was arrested, con-
demned to death, and hanged on the following day. Peter 80
regretted this affair that he felt it necessary, on arriving at
‘Wilna, to publish a manifesto in exculpation of himself, giving
a mild version of the whole matter—bad enough even in that
form. It is probable that the wine drunk at the supper at
Oginski’s, just before, had much to do with it.

Two weeks after Peter’s arrival at Wilna, he was greatly
disturbed by a despatch from Sheremétief, stating that he had
been badly defeated by the Swedes under Lewenhaupt.

‘When Charles XII., in 1702, advanced into Lithuania, he
left behind him in Curland a tolerably strong force under the
command of General Stuart ; but, as that general was still suf-
fering from the wound he had received at the landing on Zea-
land, the command usnally devolved on Count Adam Lewen-
haupt, a nephew of Count Gustavus Adolphus Lewenhaupt, the
celebrated field-marshal in the time of Charles X. He had

! Josaphat Kuntsévitch, Bishop of Politek, a leader of the Uniates, was
killed by a mob at Vitebsk in 1623. In consequence of the miracles at his
tomb he was beatified in 1643 by Pope Urban VIII., and he was finally canon-
ised in 1867,
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studied in the universities of Lund, Upsala, Wittenberg, and
Rostock, where he had gained that fluency in speaking Latin
which made him frequently useful as interpreter in the negotia-
tions with the Poles, and which was at the same time so rare
among soldiers that it gained him from his brother officers the
nickname of ¢ The Latin colonel.’ He had received his mnili-
tary education in Holland and Hungary. Though in the high-
est degree personally brave, he tried to leave nothing to the
chance of war, but studied and weighed every movement, and
looked after the lives of his soldiers, sparing them useless dan-
gers and difficulties. IIe was the exact opposite of the school
of officers which had been formed around King Charles, and
was frequently an object of their jests. Charles himself re-
spected Lewenhaupt’s great qualities, and did him justice, but
never entered into confidential relations with him. It was en-
tirely owing to Lewenhaupt that the Swedes had been able to
maintain themselves with honour in Curland. With 10,000 men,
which gradually became reduced to 7,000, he had on several oc-
casions beaten Poles, Saxons, and Russians, besides obtaining
frequent successes in mere partisan and guerilla warfare. In
1708, with 1,300 men, he had, at Schagarini, beaten Oginski,
who commanded 6,500 Russians, Lithuanians, and Poles, and this
with a loss of only forty men. In 1704, he had again beaten
the combined Russians and Poles at Jacobstadt, even after his
Polish allies, commanded by the young Sapieha, had taken pre-
cipitate flight, and had occupied Birze. In his manner of car-
rying on the war, he formed an exception to the generals of
either side. 'While the whole of this Polish war was a con-
tinued course of murders, slaughters, massacres, devastations,
and conflagrations, Lewenhaupt distinguished himself by re-
specting the lives and properties of the peaceful inhabitants
of the country through which he marched. In 1704, he had
indeed burnt a number of villages in Lithuania, but only on the
express orders of Charles, in order to put down the adherents
of Augustus. Through his unusual mildness, he had so gained
the hearts of the inhabitants of Riga and Curland that they
were accustomed to say : ¢ Good Swedes we are not, but we are
good Lewenhaupters.’

The object of the Russian campaign was to annihilate the
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army of Lewenhaupt, drive him out of Curland, and attack
. Reval would thus be cut off from all communication
with the Swedes, except by sea, and the Russian army, in its
further operations against the Swedes, would not have to fear
any attack in the rear. For this purpose, Sheremétief, with
eight regiments of dragoons and three of infantry, amounting
altogether to about 10,000 men, set out in the direction of Mitau.
General Bauer made a dash on Mitau, penetrated the outside
defences, and produced such a general panic that the comman-
dant had barely time to escape into the citadel. He returned
with many prisoners and trophies. Lewenhaupt immediately
came to the assistance of Mitau, but it was too late. The Rus-
sians had gone. He advanced and took up a position at Ge-
maunerthof, a few miles to the south-west. Here, on July 26,
Sheremétief attacked him, and was completely defeated. The
Russian loss was great. The Russians themselves admitted
1,000 men killed, while the Swedes claimed that 6,000 corpses
strewed the ground. The Swedes lost about 2,000 in killed and
wounded. Charles, on hearing of the victory, said: ¢ Our Latin
colonel does it very cleverly,” and at once promoted him to be
lieutenant-general, and named him governor-general of Riga.
Peter, on hearing of this catastrophe, wrote to Sheremétief,
saying that the fault lay in the bad discipline of the dragoons,
of which he had often spoken, and ordered him to concentrate
at Birze, to get all the information he could about the enemy’s
movements, and to punish severely the men who had been dis-
obedient. Three days after, he wrote again: ‘Do not be sad
about the misfortune you have had, for constant success has
brought many people to ruin. Forget it, and try to encourage
your men.’ After ordering him to cut Lewenhaupt off from
Riga, he himself immediately set out with the Preobrazhénsky
regiment and the division of Prince Repnin, in order to meet
him and prevent any movement toward Poland. After his troops
had arrived at Birze, he received intelligence, which at first he
did not wish to believe, but of which he was subsequently con-
vinced, that Lewenhaupt had crossed the Diina, after leaving a
small garrison at Mitau, and was safe in Riga. ‘We have here
a great misfortune,’ Peter wrote to Golovin, ‘for Lewenhaupt
disappears from us as Narcissus did from Echo.” Directing
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Sheremétief to encamp on the left bank of the Dana, oppo-
site to Riga, Peter attacked Mitau, which, after a short siege,
and a ten-hours’ bombardment, capitulated. The fortress of
Bauske followed suit.

It was impossible to begin the siege of Riga. News had
come of what at first appeared to be a formidable rebellion in
Astrakhan, and Sheremétief with part of his force was sent to
put it down. It was of far more importance to resist the ad-
vance of King Charles, who had now subjected Poland, than it
was to take the strong places of Riga and Reval. Giving up,
therefore, any attempt to hold Curland, Peter went to Grodno,
which had been fixed upon for the winter quarters of the Rus-
sian army. Ogilvy, as the only field-marshal, now had the
sole command. But the question of the proper site for winter
quarters had caused a dispute between him and Menshiké6f,
which, although settled for the moment, subsequently broke out
in a more violent form. Ogilvy preferred, for military consid-
erations, Meretch, a strong position on the Nieman, about half-
way between Grodno and Kowno. Menshikéf preferred Grodno.
Menshik6f was nominally subordinate to Ogilvy, but on the
basis of his confidential relations with the Tsar, and the knowl-
edge he had of his plans and wishes, he sometimes took upon
himself to interfere, in a way prejudicial to all good discipline,
and only to be pardoned by the fact that he so frequently acted
as the Tsar would in reality have acted himself. Among other
things, he compelled the correspondence of Ogilvy with the
Tsar to pass through his hands, fearing, as he says, ‘lest by his
pointless and impracticable letters, like the present, he would
bring you into doubt.’

From Grodno Peter paid a visit to Tikéezin, about sixty
miles to the south-west, where he inspected the Saxon troops
under General Schulenburg—not 6,000 men—and the Lithu-
anian regiments of Prince Wisniowiecki, which were encamped
near by. Here he was cheered by a visit from’ King Augustus,
who, under an assumed name, had made a long circuitous journey
through Hungary, and had passed a whole night in the midst
of the Swedish troops of Rehnskjold. Peter met his ally a
few miles beyond Tiké6czin, and spread on the road before him
six banners of his rival, Stanislas, which had been captured in
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the immediate vicinity of Warsaw by a bold foray of Colonel
Gorbof. Augustus, on his part, had brought the ensigns of his
new order of the White Eagle, which, in default of other hon-
ours and rewards, he had invented to encourage his partisans.'

Apprehending no danger that winter from the Swedes, Peter
entrusted his army to King Augustus, and about the middle of
December set out for Moscow.*

! This Order, which had been originally founded by Vladislas IV., in
1835, and which was thus, after a long interval, renewed under Russian aus-
pices, was, after the partition of Poland, adopted by Ruesia, and is now one
of the most esteemed Rumian decorations. As;established by Augustus, the
ensigns consisted of a gold medal, with the Polish eagle on one side and the
legend, Pro fide, rege, et lege, and on the reverse A. R, the King’s initials.
It was worn on a blue ribbon. After 1713, the ensigns were changed to their
present form.

t Soloviét, xv. ; Ustriflof, IV. xv.; Fryxell ii.; Theiner; Journal ¢f
Swedish War; Guépin, Saint Josaphat, Poitiers, 1874.
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CuARLEs, with all his army, remained inactive in his win-
" ter quarters at Rawicz until July. He was still occupied with
watching Saxony, and in preparations for the coronation of
Stanislas. The new King and his partisans wished to put off
the ceremony until the country was entirely free from the ad-
herents of Augustus, and no further danger was to be appre-
hended. Charles was too impatient for this. Besides main-
taining the court of his protégé at his own expense, he paid for
the new crown, sceptre, and regalia which were necessary for
the coronation, for the old were in the possession of Augustus.
Neither would he allow the ceremony to take place at Cracow,
as custom required. That city was too far from the Swedish
cantonments. It was arranged, therefore, that Stanislas should
be crowned at Warsaw, under the protection of a Swedish force.
General Paykull, with 4,000 Saxons and 600 Poles, advanced
toward Warsaw, hoping to overpower the small Swedish force, but
he was defeated, taken prisoner, and carried to Stockholm, where
he was beheaded as a Livonian traitor. The Primate, Cardinal
Radziejowski, by law and usage should have performed the cere-
mony of coronation, but he had been suspended by the Pope
for the part which he had taken against Augustus, and Zielin-
ski, the Archbishop of Lemberg, was persuaded to officiate at
the ceremony, which took place on October 4, under Swedish
management. The Swedish envoys occupied the places which
had formerly been filled by Polish magnates. Even the medal
struck to commemorate the coronation represented the Polish
ship of State steered by the Gothic lion, and bearing on its
banner the words ¢ Under so powerful a guidance.” The oppo-
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site party also struck a medal—on one side the effigy of the
new King, with the inscription, ¢ Stanislas, by God’s grace King
of Poland,” and on the reverse an actor in crown and robes,
with the inscription, ¢ King as long as the comedy lasts.” Peter,
in one of his merry moods, had his court-fool crowned as King
of Sweden, with all sorts of laughable ceremonies.

‘When the coronation was over, the long-desired peace was
at last concluded between Sweden and Poland. Charles de-
manded the restoration of Sapieha to all his rights and dignities,
and special favours for the Protestant religion and for Swedish
trade. No indemnity, however, was asked for the expenses of
the war. In this Charles carried out the promise which he
had made on entering the country, and this measure was re-
ceived with great satisfaction in Poland, but not with equal
pleasure in Sweden, which was rapidly becoming exhausted by
the demands made upon it for men, money, and stores.

Although peace was made, yet there was in reality no peace,
The greater portion of the country neither recognised its con-
ditions nor the right of Stanislas to make it. The state of
Poland was such that even the wife of the newly crowned King
did not dare to remain in Poland, but went for security into
Pomerania. ‘

In previous years, the Swedish troops had always gone into
winter quarters during the autumn, and military operations had
been practically suspended during the winter. This year, how-
ever, Charles had remained inactive during the whole of the
summer, and he now, late in December, 1705, was still en-
camped in the open fields at Blonnie, just north of Warsaw.
The soldiers were not allowed to go to the villages and lodge
in the peasants’ huts, and the King himself fared no better.
‘When the cold was too severe, he resorted to the old method
of warming his tent by red-hot cannon-shot. His kitchen was
so far away that his food frequently became entirely cold, and
the spoons and forks were covered with frost on reaching the
table. Suddenly, the very end of December, Charles broke up
his camp and marched eastward, no one knew whither, although
all supposed that he had at last resolved on recovering the
Baltic provinces. It was soon seen that he was advancing toward
Grodno.
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The march of Charles was so rapid that in two weeks from
leaving the Vistula he had arrived on the banks of the Nieman.
The severe cold, which froze all the rivers, aided him. Charles
arrived in sight of Grodno on January 24, 1706, bringing his
artillery with him, but having left his baggage to follow. The
next morning he crossed the Nieman, two miles below Grodno.
The dragoons of General Ronne, who had just arrived from
Pultiisk, attempted to hinder the passage, but they were so
startled by the King with 600 grenadiers crossing the river on
the ice in advance of the other troops, that they mounted their
horses, and after a brief exchange of shots retired to Grodno.
The Swedes advanced to the very walls of Grodno, made a pro-
longed reconnaissance, and finally, seeing the impossibility of
carrying the town by storm, and without a long siege, retired,
and went into camp a few miles off. Difficulty of provisioning
the army rendered a still farther retreat necessary, and King
Charles finally took up his quarters at Zhelddok, on the Nie-
man, fifty miles above Grodno. Here he remained for two

" months.

The Russians were much surprised at the arrival of the
Swedes. Although they knew that Charles had crossed the
Vistula, they did not feel at all certain that Grodno was the ob-
ject of his march, and Ogilvy had presented to King Augustus
a plan for a campaign based on very different theories. Grodno
stood in a strong position on the right bank of the Nieman,
and the Russians had during the autumn of 1705 surrounded it
with a new line of earthworks. The Russian troops at that
time in the town amounted to nearly 40,000 men, the best that
the country had yet had under arms. A council of war was
called, presided over by King Augustus, to discuss whether
they should march out and attack the Swedes, whether they
should remain in Grodno and endure a siege, or whether they
should retreat. There was, indeed, danger that the Swedes
might cut them off from Russia, and they knew that they were
not provisioned for a long siege. Ogilvy was strongly in favour
of remaining. Ile urged the sacrifice of the artillery which
would be necessitated by the retreat, the loss of life which would
be caused by a march in the extreme cold weather, the aban-
donment of the garrison at Tikéezin, the certainty of pursuit
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by the Swedes, which would result in making Russia the
theatre of the war, and, above all, the ridicule and mockery to
which he would be exposed for thus suddenly abandoning a
strong place without what seemed to him sufficient reasons. It
must be remembered that Ogilvy was not a Russian, that his
service in the armies of various countries made him think more
of war as an art than as a painful necessity. He would almost
have preferred to be beaten according to the laws of war than
to be victorious in spite of them. The majority of the council
was strongly in favour of retreat, but King Augustus, fearing
that he might be accused of causing, in this way, the invasion
of Russia, resolved to take what he called a middle termn, and
presented the conclusions of the council to the Tsar, for his sole
decision. Meanwhile, the army was to remain at Grodno ; but
Augustns himself, taking four regiments of dragoons, went
hastily off to Warsaw, promising Ogilvy, however, that in three
weeks’ time he would return with a Saxon army, which was
then advancing against the corps of Rehnskjold, with the full
expectation of beating it.

Peter had only just arrived at Moscow when he received
news of the Swedish advance. Ile at first was disinclined to
believe it, and wrote to Menshikof to ask for certain intelligence.
¢ From whom did you receive it ¢’ he said. ¢ And can it be be-
lieved? How many such reports there were in my time!’ Or-
dering Menshikof to send out parties of soldiers to guard the
road by which he would travel, he promised to start at once.
Meantime both Menshikof and Ogilvy sent reassuring letters,
first that the Swedes would probably not come to Grodno, and
then that in any case they were entirely safe, and could resist
all the winter, and that he need give himself no anxiety. On
January 24, the same day that Charles arrived in sight of
Grodno, Peter set out from Moscow, in spite of what he called
¢ the indescribable frost” The day before, he had written that
his right cheek was badly swollen, but that nevertheless le
would set out, and hoped to be with the army in a week’s time.
‘I am mightily sorry to leave here, because I am occupied with
collecting taxes, and with other necessary things for the opera-
tions on the Volga. Therefore I beg you, if there is any
change, to send some one to me, so that I may not drag myself
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along without reason (alas! I can scarcely do it); and if affairs
do not change, I should like you to send me news every day, so
that I can, if possible, hasten my journey.’ The weather was
such that Peter could not travel as fast as he had expected. It
took him ten days to reach Smolénsk, and after staying there a
day, and having no further news, he set out for Grodno. After
proceeding sixty miles, he was met by Menshikéf, with the un-
welcome intelligence that the Swedes had entirely surrounded
Grodno, that it was impossible for him to get there, and that
in all probability the place would be assanlted. Menshikof had
left the place on the approach of the Swedes, in consequence of
the orders he had received from Peter to come and meet him
on the road. This was at Dubrovna. The Tsar wrote to
Ogilvy that if he had sure news of the approach of the Saxon
army, and if he had provisions and forage to last for three
monthes, to stay in Grodno ; but if there were no certain intelli-
gence that the Saxons were coming, not to trust to mere
rumour, but to retreat to the Russian frontier by the shortest
and easiest way, lest the enemy might cut him off by a move-
ment on Wilna, in which case his staying in Grodno would be
of no service. ¢However, I leave all to your judgment, for it
is impossible to give an order at the distance at which we are.
While we write, your time is passing. What is best for safety
and profit, that do with every cantion. Do not forget the
words of my comrade [Menshikof], who on his departure urged
you to look more to the safety of the troops than to anything
else. Tay no regard to the heavy guns. If it is on account of
them that retreat is difficult, burst them or throw them into
the Nieman.’

Ogilvy in reply said that he could not retreat because the
rivers were frozen, and the Swedes would come up to him with
their cavalry; that the artillery could not be withdrawn, as
there were no horses, and even the dragoons had no horseshoes;
that in general the army was badly disorganised, and that he
did not wish to sacrifice the Saxon army, which was already on
its march. He had therefore resolved to stay there till summer,
hoping either that the Swedes would go away, or that he would
be joined by the Saxons. He added at the same time com-
plaints against Menshikof for having gone away and left him
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in those straits, as well as for advising the commandant of
Tikoczin to blow up that fort and retire, and repeated all the
objections to the retreat which he had previously urged in the
council of war. Then, as before and after, he complained of
the impossibility of working harmoniously with the Russian
officers, who refused to obey him, but reported to Menshikof
rather than to him. He was particularly severe against Ronne
snd Prince Repnin. He even ventured a suspicion that the
suite of Menshikéf was in relations with the enemy. In sub-
sequent despatches he made many demands for the exact pay-
ment of his salary, for reinforcements, especially recommending
that 20,000 well-armed noblemen should be organised into
troops on the Russian frontier, and asked for a train of several
hundred camels.

Repnin had written that things were not so bad as they
seemed, and that in all probability they could hold out success-
fully, but that they were very suspicious of their commander-
in-chief, for he had been in constant correspondence with King
Augustus, and the Russians did not know what it was all
about. There were rumours that he intended to retreat toward
Warsaw. To Repnin Peter replied that no movement toward
Warsaw must be thought of ; that it would be better, in any
case, to retreat toward the Russian frontier, after throwing the
heavy guns into the river; but that if they had sufficient pro-
visions, and were certain that the Saxon army was approaching,
they might hold out till spring. At the same time, he begged
King Augustus to come with his troops to the assistance of
Grodno, and to bring them a convoy of provisions. Ile replied
also to the report of Ogilvy, saying that the dispersion of the
cavalry was his own fault, as he had himself arranged the sta-
tions for their winter quarters. ¢As to camels, you yourself
know how many there are of them in Moscow. We have sent
down the Volga for them, but they cannot come quickly, and
such a number as you want cannot be found. As to placing
20,000 good and well-armed noblemen on the frontier, it is
very astonishing that you propose such an unheard-of affair.
‘Where is that number of noblemen to be taken from? In very
truth, it is easy to write and to order, and to do nothing your-
self” Promising to do what he could, he ordered Mazeppa
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and his Cossacks to advance through Volynia toward Minsk,
with provisions and forage, and made arrangements for their
reception at Brzesc. At the same time, Peter took up the idea
of protecting the western frontier of Russia by means of walls
and ditches, and cutting down trees through the forest region
from Pskof to Briansk, and farther into the steppe. Cyril
Naryshkin, the commandant of Dorpat, and the engineer Kortch-
min, now a captain of the guard, were entrusted with this, and
after two months of hard work had gone far toward the fulfil-
ment of his orders.

At Grodno there were two difficulties. Forage and provi-
sions were rapidly giving out, and the letters and orders of
Peter could not be read. They were all written in cipher,
and Ronne had lost the key. Meanwhile the Saxon army,
so impatiently expected at Grodno, had been defeated at
Fraustadt, on the Silesian frontier, by Rehnskj6éld. Prussian
Jews first brought the intelligence, but no one wished to be-
lieve it.

Peter was angry and disappointed, and that made him un-
just. He wrote to Golovin:

‘IHerr ApMIRAL: Before this I wrote to you of an unwished-
for catastrophe, which I had heard from outsiders. Now, we
have full information that all the Saxon army has been beaten by
Rehnskjold, and has lost all its artillery. The treachery and
cowardice of the Saxons are now plain—30,000 men beaten by
8§,000! The cavalry, without firing a single round, ran away ;
more than half of the infantry, throwing down their muskets,
disappeared, leaving our men alone, not half of whom, I think,
are now alive. God knows what grief this news has brought
us, and by giving money we have only bought ourselves mis-
fortunc. In this occurrence the treachery of Patkul will be
plain, for I really think that he was taken prisoner only that no
one might know about his treacherous conduct. The above-
mentioned calamity, as well as the betrayal of the King by his
own subjects, you can tell everybody (but put it much more
mildly), for it cannot remain a secret. Still, tell it in detail to
very few.

As soon as he had full details of the defeat at Fraustadt,
Peter wrote to Ogilvy, ordering him to begin his retreat at the
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earliest possible date, althongh he thought it would be better to
take advantage of the breaking up of the ice on the river,
which would hinder the Swedes from crossing and following
him. He recommended him to take with him nothing except
the three-pounders, and to throw all the rest of the artillery
into the Nieman, and to conceal or destroy all munitions that
lie could not carry with him. Ile advised him to retreat toward
Slutsk, which was a strong place, and where he would be met by
the Cossacks, and could make good his march toward Kief, for
it was impossible to go either toward Wilna or Kowno. 1lle
bade him at the same time keep his preparations secret. Two
days afterward, he repeated the same instructions. Ogilvy, in
reply, said that he would obey the orders and retreat toward
Brzesc. At the same time, he thought it would be better to
remain there the whole summer. ‘Don’t think of remaining in
Grodno till summer,’ answered Peter, ‘for the enemy, after
resting and getting growing forage, will not easily leave you,
while, on the contrary, their numbers will be increased by the
corps of Rehnskjold.’ After thus giving Ogilvy orders too
strict to be disobeyed, and sending Prince Basil Dolgoriky to
King Augustus, at Cracow, to explain the reasons of the retreat,
Peter left Minsk, where he had been during a month, for St.
Petersburg, giving the command of the troops collected there
to Menshikof.

At Toropétz he celebrated the name's-day of his son, the
Tsarévitch Alexis, and passed Easter at Narva. ¢To-day,” he
wrote to Menshikof, ¢ after morning service, we went to your
house and broke our fast, and at the end of the day finished our
merriment there. In verity, praise be to God, we were merry,
but our merriment without you, or away from you, is like food
without salt.’ This letter was signed first by Menshikof's sister,
and then by the ¢ Proto-Diacon’ Peter, and all his companions,
including even the servants.

On that very day, April 4, the Russian troops began their
retreat from Grodno. Three days afterward they were joined
by Menshikéf. After taking up the garrison at Tikoczin, they
reached Brzesc on April 15, Kovel on the 24th, and Kief on
May 19. Between Grodno and Kief the country was entirely
covered by forests and morasses, formed by the river Pripet
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and its tributaries. It was difficult, if not impossible, for the
army to take the route recommended by Peter, toward Slutsk,
for Charles and his troops barred the way. The only available
road was that by the way of Brzesc, but it was going around
half the circumference of a circle. Charles, who was attentively
watching the movements of the Russians, and ready to attack
them the moment they left their fortified camp, had occupied
Wilna on the one side, and had prepared a bridge at Orle, five
miles above Zhelddok, in order to attack them if they retreated
into Volynia. His calculations were disturbed by the breaking
up of the ice on the Nieman, which carried away his bridge,
and for a week he could not move. At last his bridge was re-
paired, and he started in pursuit, but too late, for the Russians
were already at Brzesc. Thinking to cut off their retreat, he
advanced directly southward on the diameter of the circle, and
the first day marched quickly over twenty-five miles. ¢It is
impossible to describe,” says the eye-witness, Adlerfeld, ¢ how
men and horses suffered in this march. The country was
covered with marshes, the spring had thawed out the ground,
the cavalry could scarcely move, the waggon-train got so deep
in the mud that it was impossible to advance, the King’s car-
riage remained in the mire, while, as to provisions, we fared so
badly that every one was happy who, in that desolate country,
could pull a piece of dry bread out of his pocket” As the
Swedes advanced into the forest region called Polésie, it was
still worse. At last Charles saw the impossibility of catching
up with the Russian army, and remained for two whole months
in this swampy region, in the district of Pinsk, destroying the
towns and villages, which were inhabited either by the partisans
of Aungustus or by the Little Russian Cossacks. Finally, after
devastating the whole country, he turned into Volynia, gave his
troops three weeks’ rest, and, leaving Lutsk in the middle of
July, returned to Saxony.

To one of his reports about the retreat, Menshikof added
the postscript: ¢I do not doubt that you will be very desirous
to come to us; therefore, when you start, I beg you order our
ladies to go to Smolénsk. Our route lies toward Kief, whence,
if the enemy does not follow us, we will advance to Bykhof, so
as to take up our quarters between Kfef and Smolénsk.’
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¢ Mein Bruder,’ replied Peter to Menshikéf, from St. Peters-
burg, on May 10, ‘it was with indescribable joy that I received
the old man with letters when I was at Kronslot on the vice-
admiral’s ship “Elephant,” and immediately, in thanks to God,
we had a triple salute from the ships and the fort. God grant
in joy to see you and the whole army again. And how glad,
and then how noisy we were on account of it, the old man
himself will tell. . . . . For the good news that he brought us
we gave him the rank of ensign, and I beg you to confirm it to
him. To tell the truth, we were all glad to hear of these
things, for, although we live in paradise, still we always had a
pain in our hearts. Here, praise be to God, all is well, and
there is nothing new of any sort. We shall start from here next
month. Don’t doubt about my coming. If God send no ob-
stacle, I shall certainly start at the end of this month. Earlier
than that it is impossible, alas! not because I am amusing my-
self, but the doctors have ordered me to keep still and take
medicine for two weeks, after bleeding me, which they began
yesterday. Immediately after that I shall come, for you your-
self have seen in what state I was when we were separated
from the army.’

Peter, however, did not start before the middle of June,
and arrived at Kfef about the middle of July, having been met
at Smolénsk by Menshikéf. Here he waited for six weeks, still
expecting a Swedish invasion of Russia. As some protection
against that, he set about building a new fortress around the
great Petchérskaya Lavra of Kief, as Menshikof had suggested.
The fortifications of what was called Old Kfef, standing on the
low range above the still more modern town on the very bank
of the Dnieper, were then abandoned, and left to fall in ruins.
The fortified monastery still crowns the summit of the hill,
commanding a distant and lovely view over the winding river
and the broad plains to the east of it.

The difficulties between Menshikéf and Ogilvy had been of
late constantly increasing. Menshikof had not forwarded to the
Tsar Ogilvy’s reports written during the retreat, on the pretext
that there was nothing in them that Peter could not learn from his
own letters, and on several occasions Menshik6f had interfered
with Ogilvy’s orders, and in Kief, without the field-marshal’s
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knowledge, had had a salute fired for the victory over the rebels
of Astrakhan. As Menshik6f himself wrote: ¢ This caused us a
little contra with the field-marshal. Still, after that he came to
church where we were, stood a long time silent, but treated us
in a very friendly and politic way, and said nothing about it.’
Both from Kovel and Lutsk, Ogilvy had written asking, on ac-
count of ill-health, to be relieved from service, and allowed to
leave Russia. In numerous letters he had complained of the
meddling of Menshikof, and had asked for strict instructions as
to who was to be the commander-in-chief, as he did not wish to
be saddled with the responsibility for the acts of others. ¢The
general of the cavalry, without my knowledge, in the name of
Your Majesty, ordered the whole army to go to Bykhof, and
took on himself the air of commander-in-chief. He has about
him a guard of infantry and cavalry with waving banners, and
makes no account of me. Since then I have learned that, by
Lis orders, Major Holland robbed a merchant from Breslau
whom I had entrusted with taking to my sister-in-law various
things which I had bought at Kief, as though they had been
wrongly obtained. Loving my honour more than my life, I
beg and demand satisfaction. Long as I have been at war,
nowhere and never have people treated me so badly as here.’
King Augustus interfered in favour of Ogilvy, and wrote to
Menshikof : ¢Notwithstanding all his bad acts, we must let
him go kindly and with politeness, and even with presents, so
that he should not speak ill of the Tsar and of Your Highness.
For presents he is very greedy, and is ready to sell his soul for
them.” There were probably wrongs and misunderstandings
on both sides. Ogilvy, while appreciating certain qualities of
the Russians, neither understood them nor had confidence in
them. The Russian officers found it difficult to obey a for-
eigner whose orders they did not understand, and of whom,
from the simple fact of his being a foreigner, they were
suspicious. Menshikof, feeling himself to be the personal rep-
resentative of the Tsar, certainly interfered in many ways
with Ogilvy’s plans and orders, and his conduct was always
either condoned or approved by his master. The simplest way,
therefore, of settling the difficulty was to accept Ogilvy’s res-
ignation, and in October his formal papers were given to him,
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and his salary was paid in full. He seemed contented, and
went away to Saxony, where he entered the service of King
Augustus with the rank of field-marshal, and died four years
later at Danzig. He was solemnly interred at Warsaw.

It now being ascertained that the Swedish troops had

marched toward Saxony, Peter left Kief and returned to St.
Petersburg.’

1 8jogren, Paykull; Fryxell, i; Lundblad, i.; Sarauw: Soloviéf, xv.;
Ustridlof, IV. ch. xvii; Journal of Swedish War ; Golikot.



L.
AUGUSTUS AT LAST RESIGNS THE POLISH CROWN.—1706.

Even in 1702 the French had suggested to Charles the
possibility of compelling the abdication of Augustus by an in-
vasion of Saxony, and there had been hints that even Saxony
should be taken away from him. There were many Swedes
who wished this with all their hearts, as they thought that thus
an end would sooner be put to the war. When Charles was en-
camped so long at Rawicz, on the Silesian frontier, there was
much talk on the subject, and many hoped that what they
wished would now be done.

But as England, Ilolland, and Austria all protested agamst
a step so fraught with dangei to them, Charles resolved to
banish all thoughts of it from his mind, and carefully avoid
any further entanglement in the general policy of Europe. But
he saw that although Stanislas was crowned, he was kept in
place by Swedish arms only. Wherever the Swedish soldiers
were, the country was for Stanislas; the moment they were
withdrawn, the country was against Stanislas. While in Vo-
lynia, Piper, who had up to that time been against an invasion
of Saxony, communicated to the King the news of the French
defeat at Ramillies, which made him very anxious, for he saw
that the successes gained by the allies bad encouraged the
partisans of Augustus, and he feared lest the war of dethrone-
ment in Poland might last many years yet. Ile therefore sug-
gested to the King that after all he might be compelled to
invade Saxony, for otherwise it would be impossible to bring
Augustus to an abdication. Charles at once became thoughtful,
turned it over in his mind, called a council of war, and after
listening patiently to the arguments of both sides, said that he
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had decided on the invasion. Leaving General Marderfelt, with
6,000 Swedes and about double the number of Poles, to keep
order in Poland, Charles, with his main army, having taken

Augustus 11, King of Poland.

about six weeks to traverse the kingdom, crossed the Silesian
frontier near Herrnstadt at the end of August, 1706.

It was necessary to pass through Austrian dominions in
order to reach Saxony, but Charles asked no consent of the
Emperor. Augustus had several times broken the Austrian
neutrality in a similar way, and why should Charles hesitate ?
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Nervertheless he kept his troops in good order, marched as
rapidly as possible. and reached the Saxon frontier five days
after he had crossed the Oder. After swimming over the Oder
at the head of his cavalry, he had indeed been received by
deputations of Silesian Protestants, who complained to him of
the persecution they endured at the hands of their sovereign,
and he had been rash enough to promise them redress.

The Swedish invasion produced great alarm in Saxony.
Every one knew the tradition of the ¢ Kuhstall,’ and had heard
of the Swedish plunderings and devastations during the Thirty
Years’ War. The alarm bells were still called the Swedish
bells, and naughty children were awed with the ¢ Swede-song.’
The royal family made haste to leave Dresden. The wife of
Augustus, Queen Christina Eberhardina, fled to her father, the
Margrave of Baireuth. Iler son, the future Augustus IIL., then
ten years old, took refuge with his uncle, the King of Denmark.
The King’s mother, the widowed Electress Anna Sophia, the
own cousin of Charles, went to Hamburg. The jewels and
State papers were sent to the fortress of Konigstein, where the
Sobieski princes were also confined, and many families took ref-
uge in Brandenburg and the neighbouring German towns. We
have geen that two years before this Augustus had already had
enough of the war, and had serious thoughts of giving it up.
The sudden invasion of Saxony, the news of which he received
while in camp at Novogrudka, made him still more desirous of
peace, and ready to do almost anything to secure it. Several
of his predecessors had resigned the thorny Polish crown.
Could he not follow their example? Poland had done almost
nothing for him, and Saxony, his hereditary State, had made
heavy sacrifices in his interest, not its own. It had given over
36,000 troops, over 800 cannon, and over 8,000,000 livres to
keep him on the Polish throne. Weary of the struggle, and
compassionate toward his own Saxons, from whom he could
neither ask nor expect more, Augustus readily yielded to the
suggestion of his mistress, the Countess Kozelska, and secretly
sent the Cameral President, Baron von Imhoff, and the Ref-
erendary Pfingsten to the Swedish army with propoeals of
peace. The plenipotentiaries at first tried to persuade Piper to
abate somewhat the demands of his master. They promised
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that Stanislas should be declared the heir of the Polish throne,
and meanwhile receive a considerable appanage. They then
proposed to give Lithuania to Stanislas, and leave Poland to
Augustus ; but Charles was inexorable. To the suggestion that
he should receive some extension to the Swedish possessions
around Bremen, he answered, ¢ Memint me esse Alexandrum
non mercatorem,” and dictated the following conditions: That
Augustus should for ever give up the Polish crown, recognise
Stanislas as King of Poland, and never think of reigning again
even in case of Stanislas’s death; that he should refuse all
alliances with other Powers in thxs matter, and especially with
Russia ; that the two princes Sobieski should be set at liberty ;
that all Swedish-born subjects who were in the Saxon army,
especially Patkul, should be delivered up, while an amnesty
should be given to all Saxon subjects in the Swedish service.
The Saxon plenipotentiaries thought these conditions too hard,
but were told that if they yielded to them they could probably
obtain some moderation afterward by appealing to the generosity
of King Charles. They therefore finally consented to sign
them, with some variations, for it was agreed that Augustus
should retain the title of ¢King,’ although not ‘King of Po-
land ;’ that he should never make an offensive alliance dgainst
Sweden or Poland ; that he should give up the Polish regalia
and State papers; and that the Emperor, England, and Holland
should be invited to become guarantees for the fulfilment of
these conditions, if possible, within six months. During that
time the Swedish army would have its winter quarters in
Saxony, at the expense of the Saxon Government. Nothing
was stipulated in favour of Sweden, at which the Swedes were
naturally indignant, saying : ‘We are always winning battles,
but we get nothing by them.” These conditions were signed by
the Saxon plenipotentiaries at the Chateau of Altranstidt,’ on
October 24, 1706, and the next day Charles declared a truce of
ten weeks. Pfingsten and Imhoff returned to Poland, and met
King Augustus at Piotrkow, where he was the guest of Men-
shikof at the Russian headquarters.

Augustus had met Menshikdéf at Lublin. He reviewed the

! Or Alt Ranstadt, as it is also spelled by some authorities.
Vor. I1.—4
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Russian troops, seemed well pleased with them, and was very
merry. Privately, to Menshikof, he complained of his great
want of money, and said that he was so poor that he had noth-
ing to eat. Menshikéf, seeing his straits, gave him 10,000
ducats of his own. In reporting this to Peter, Menshikof
urged that something should be done for the King, as there
could be no hope from Saxony, where Charles was collecting
170,000 ducats a month. Peter, who, though ignorant of what
was occurring in Saxony, was by this time somewhat disgusted
with his ally, replied: ‘Youn know very well that one always
hears from the King, “ Give, give! Money, money!” and
you also know how little money we have; however, if the
King is always to be in this evil plight, I think it would be best
to give him strong hopes of being satisfied on my arrival, and I
shall try to come by the quickest route.’

Augustus, the Dissembler and the Unsteady, was very
anxious, so long as he was with the Russian army, to keep the
secret of his agreement with the Swedes, and was in a great
quandary, for Menshikof was advancing to crush Marderfelt,
and he could devise no pretext for leaving him. He therefore
begged Pfingsten, on his way back to Saxony, to see Marder-
felt, to tell him that arrangements of peace had been concluded,
and to urge him to retreat and refuse a fight, in order to avoid
bloodshed. Pfingsten, fearing either detention or suspicion of
his mission, did not take that route, and sent Marderfelt the
letter of Augustus, which did not reach him in time. Augus-
tus, in addition, found the pretext of an exchange of prisoners
to send word to Marderfelt and tell him the state of affairs.
The Swedish general refused to believe such a statement, com-
ing from his enemy, and a subsequent message of Augustus to
the same purpose was likewise treated with contempt. Both
Swedes and Poles desired a fight.

A battle finally took place at Kalisz, on October 29, and
after a three-hours’ conflict the Swedes were thoroughly beaten,
losing about 3,000 men. The remainder surrendered the next
day. This was the first great battle in which the Russians had
met the Swedes in the open field and had been victorious.
Menshik6f had had his revenge on Ogilvy.

Augustus could repair what had been done in one way only.
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On the ground that he had been personally present in the bat-
tle, he demanded the disposition of the Swedish prisoners, prom-
ising to exchange them within three months for the Russian
officers imprisoned at Stockholm, or to return them to the Rus-
sians. Menshikof yielded to the threat of a rupture with Rus-
sia, and once Augustus had the prisoners in his hands, he sent
them to Pomerania on their parole. He himself went to War-
saw, where he assisted at the solemn Te Deum for the vic-
tory of Kalisz, issned a universal forbidding the Poles, under
pain of fire and sword, to assist the Swedes, and at the same
time wrote Charles a letter of excuses and regrets for the bat-
tle. A week after his arrival at Warsaw, Aungustus declared
to Prince Basil Dolgoriky, the Tsar’s commissioner, that he
could not leave Saxony to be ruined, and that he saw no other
means of saving it than by concluding a peace with the King
of Sweden and giving up Poland, but that this would be only
a subterfuge, and as soon as he had got rid of the Swedes he
would raise an army and act as before, in common with the
Tear. By doing this he had no intention of giving up the
Polish crown, or of abandoning his alliance with Russia. Dol-
goriky urged him not to take this course, but rather to wait
until the Tsar arrived, and see what he could devise. Augus-
tus said this was impossible ; the Saxon troops were in such
straits that he could not wait for that; but that if he could
think of another plan he would adopt it. At the same time,
the Vice-Chancellor, in the King’s name, asked Prince Dol-
goriky for an obligation that the Tsar would pay 150,000
ducats in the course of six weeks, which Dolgoriky promised to
arrange. The next day, November 30, after ordering his Court
to go to Cracow, Augustus left Warsaw secretly in the early
dawn for Saxony, where he had a personal interview with
Charles, and confirmed the treaty of Altranstidt. At the press-
ing request of Charles, he even wrote to Stanislas, congratulat-
ing him upon his accession.'

! Fryxell, i; Lundblad, L; Sarauw; Ustriflof, IV. xix; Soloviéf, xv,
Herrmann, iv.



LL
PATKUL.

We have seen that the surrender of Patkul was one of the
conditions of the peace of Altranstidt. The political career of
this unhappy man is inseparably connected with the war be-
tween Charles and Peter. *

We have already spoken of the way in which Patkul was
identitied with the early history of the war, the share he had
in bringing it about, and in forming the alliance between
Augustus and Peter. In the battle on the Diina he wassevere-
ly wounded, and was taken to Mitau. Six weeks later, in
September, 1701, Prince Gregory Dolgoriky, the Russian envoy
at Warsaw, wrote to the Tsar: ¢Patkul has hardly got well
from his wound, but he has been to see me, and said that he
does not intend to serve any longer in Poland, on account of
the way in which the King has treated his allies; that for a
time he will live in Breslau and look about to find some place
to serve.” Peter, who, like all Patkul’s contemporaries, had a
great opinion of his abilities, immediately invited him to enter
his service. This opportune offer was taken into consideration,
and Patkul started for Moscow, where he arrived in Passion
Week, in 1702. The Tsar received him kindly, consulted with
him on several occasions, and renewed his offers, which were
ultimately accepted by Patkul, who then received the rank of
privy councillor, and was subsequently appointed a lientenant-
general. There exists in the archives at Moscow a curious doc-
ument of this period, written by Patkul in German, in which
he sets forth in detail his acquirements, experience, and qualifi-
cations, disclaiming all knowledge of narine affairs, and any
special acquaintance with artillery or cavalry, but asserting his
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thorough competence in all relating to the infantry, to engi-
neering, mathematics, architecture, and the construction of fort-
resses. During the three weeks which Patkul remained in
Moscow, he had many interviews and conversations with the
Tsar and with Golovin on the subject of procuring foreign
officers for the army, and generally with regard to inviting
foreigners to take service in Russia. The famous ‘manifesto of
April 27, 1702, inviting foreigners to settle in Russia, was is-
sued on the advice of Patkul, and was submitted to him for ap-
probation. On the same day, the Tsar commissioned him to
enter into various negotiations with the King of Poland, and to
engage at his discretion foreigners for the Russian service,
fixed his salary at 1,000 reichsthalers a month, presented him
with an estate of 400 families of serfs, and his portrait set in
diamonds, valued at 3,000 rubles.

A few days after the departure of the Tsar for Archangel,
a curions honour was paid to Patkul. All the Swedish pris-
oners were collected on the great square of the Krémlin, and
there, in their midst, the executioner publicly burned all the
pamphlets and accusations which had been printed in Stock-
holm against Patkul. This was in reply to a similar action on
the part of the Swedish Government, which, four months be-
fore, had burned in Stockholn various pamphlets published in
Patkul’s defence.

From that time on, Patkul was active in the Tsar’s service,
first in Vienna, negotiating with Kaunitz, and engaging such
men as Ogilvy, Ronne, and Huyssen to enter the Russian ser-
vice ; then in the Ukraine, negotiating with Mazeppa and Palei,
and hoping to arrange the border dieputes between Poland and
Russia ; then at the foundation of St. Petersburg, high in the
favour and confidence of the Tsar; and then in Saxony, in
command of the auxiliary troops, and planning, plotting, and
countermining, both at Dresden and at Berlin. lle was ever
on the alert, ever active, ever ready with word and pen wher-
ever there seemed to him a point to be gained or an oppor-
tunity to be used. He advised and criticised Matvéief at the
Hague, he disputed with Dolgoriky at Warsaw, he directed
Huyssen in his literary campaign to influence public opinion
throughout Europe, he carefully watched the mancwuvres of the
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Court of Berlin, and he gave personal counsels to King Au-
gustus.

Yet Patkul did not fulfil the expectations of Peter. His
incessant activity, his laborious intrigues, his careful reports
led to no practical result. The great object of his life was, as
we know, to forward the interests and preserve the privileges
of the Livonian nobility. It was for this that he did his best to
bring about the war. It was for this that he took service first
with Poland and then with Russia. It was therefore natural
that he should strain all his influence with the Tsar to induce
him to leave the Baltic provinces, to unite his forces with those
of Aungustus, and to attack Charles. His conduct was loyal,
but his personal views in this, as in other things, conflicted with
those of his new master. He was not a Russian, and, like
many well-educated foreigners, looked on the Russians with
contempt. The Tsar, in employing foreigners, intended them
to be teachers and instructors, and to serve as examples to the
Russians. He was willing to put up with an occasional mistake
or error, if his subjects gradually improved. Patkul’s plan was
to officer the whole army with foreigners, leaving each general
free to choose his subordinates. In the same way, as he had a
contempt for Russian diplomatists, with their inexperience,
their ignorance of languages, and their lack of knowledge of
socicty, he desired to make himself a sort of general diplomatic
representative of the Tsar abroad, residing at Dresden or the
Hague—with a number of secretaries, residents, and chargeés
daffaires under his direction. Ile finally succeeded in per-
suading Peter to adopt his plan in part, and the Germans whom
he recommended—TUrbich, Neuhausen, and Von der Lieth
—were appointed residents in Vienna, Copenhagen, and Ber-
lin ; but while they furnished the Russian Government with
valuable and interesting reports, they were not placed under
the supreme control of Patkul. As a diplomatist, Patkul did
not show himself worthy of his reputation. He had no knowl-
edge of the general interests of Russia, no sympathy with the
Russians. He took no broad views of any subject. The whole
aim of his diplomacy seemed to be to obtain temporary and
even trifling successes on minor points, and to gain advantages
in quibbling and word-twisting. His impetuous temper and
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his prejudices made it difficult always to trust what he said.
As Dolgoriky once said to Golovin: I think you now know
Patkul. One must carefully examine not only his words but
even the letters in them. If he writes when he is in ill-hu-
mour, he will not even give praise to God himself.’

‘With his temper, his belief in his own powers, and his con-
stant interference, Patkul made himself more enemies than
friends. He quarrelled with Golitsyn at Vienna, and with
Matvéief at the Hague ; Dolgoriky at Warsaw refused to be in
communication with him ; the officers of the Russian troops in
Saxony hated him ; and, worst of all, he set the Saxon ministry
against him. Even King Augustus complained to Dolgoriky
that Patkul was bringing about misunderstandings between him
and the Tear by his personal malice, and bitterly said: ‘I

know Patkul well, and his Tsarish Majesty will soon learn also
that Patkul abandoned the service of his own master only for
his own plans and profit.’

In consequence of the Treaty of October, 1703, eleven Rus-
sian regiments, with an auxiliary force of Cossacks, made their
appearance at the head-quarters of King Augustus in the sum-
mer of 1704. The Cossacks were under the command of Daniel
Apostol, and the Russians under that of Prince Dimitri Golftsyn,
who had distinguished himself diplomatically at Constantino-
ple, but who had no knowledge of war, or of the management of
troops. They had taken two months to march from Kief to
Sokal, on the Western Bug, and so great had been the hard-
ships of the march that the Russians had been reduced in num-
ber from over 9,000 to under 7,000 fit for service, and of the
6,000 Cossacks only 3,000 appeared. They were badly armed
and badly clothed. ¢The men,’ wrote Patkul, who had the com-
mand of this auxiliary detachment, ‘are so good that nothing
better can be desired. They show perfect obedience, and will-
ingly do all that they are ordered. But it is impossible to do
auything with the officers, and therefore the men govern them-
selves.” The officers, he advised, should be immediately replaced
by Germans. Patkul became at once involved in trouble with
Prince Golitsyn, whom alone the officers were willing to obey,
and complained of the harm that Golitsyn was causing the
troops by his stupid commissariat arrangements, and his incon-
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sistency. €At one time he takes on himself the furnishing of
all the provisions, at another he suddenly gives this over to the
royal commissariat. At one timne he wants his soldiers to bake
bread for themselves, at another he suddenly makes a demand
for baked bread, and insists that it be furnished in the twink-
ling of an eye.” Words were scarcely strong enough to express
his opinion of the character, the cowardice, and the want of
discipline of the Cossacks. It must be admitted that the Rus-
sian and Cossack officers retaliated in like wise.

‘With nine of the Russian battalions, Patkul undertook the
siege of Posen, but, after waiting a month before the city for
reinforcements and making a breach in the walls, he was obliged
by the order of the King to give up the siege on the very day
fixed for its storm, and retire into Saxony. He was joined by
the remnants of four other regiments which, under the com-
mand of General Gortz, had been cut to pieces by the Swedes
near Fraustadt,' and was given quarters near Guben, in Lower
Lusatia. Iere they suffered great distress. All the resources
of the province had been previously exhausted by the Saxon
troops, and Russian money was at such a discount that the in-
habitants were unwilling to receive it, and the Saxon officials
refused to give forage and provisions. The artillery was reduced
to such a state as to be utterly useless. The men had tattered
uniforms and no shoes, and excited the sympathy of the German
officers who, out of curiosity, came to look at them. Golitsyn,
in reporting the bad condition of his men, threw constant blame
upon Patkul. Patkul, at the same time, in writing to Golovin,
said that their state was a shame to the Tsar. They had re-
ceived no pay for a long time, and if matters went on in this
way, it would be necessary for them to die on the spot, or to
run away, become marauders, and fill the gallows and wheels.
He, in his turn, threw blame on Golitsyn, whom he accused
of neglect and indifference. For the men themselves he had
the highest praise, mentioned with surprise that during the
whole campaign no soldier had rendered himself liable to capital
punishment, and even began to think that something could be
made out of the Russian officers. They at all events knew what

1 See pages 25 and 40.
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obedience meant. Finally, he raised large sums of money on
Jiis own personal credit, reclothed the troops, supplied them
~with provisions, and in eight monthe’ time their appearance was
£0 altered that the Saxons themselves admitted that they were,
3n general, superior to any body of German soldiers. Still no
anoney came from TRussia, and the credit of Patkul could not
Jast for ever. Again he wrote despatch after despatch on the
condition of the troops, accusing the Saxon ministers of acting
contrary to the orders of the King in not giving provisions, and
in not furnishing better quarters. Ile proposed to the Tsar that
a8 it was impossible for the troops to return to Russia through
Poland, which was occupied by the Swedes, an arrangement
might be made with the Emperor by which they should enter
the Austrian service. Peter consented to this on the condition
that it should be done only in case of extreme necessity, and
that they should not serve for more than one campaign. To
clear himself of all responsibility in the decision of this matter,
Patkul called a council of war, and placed before the Russian
officers five questions, as to the possibility of returning to Rus-
sia either through Prussia or Austria without cavalry, as to the
method of obtaining provisions, and as to the safest route.
At a second council, he asked whether the present quarters were
possible for another winter, and whether the troops had pro-
visions and money, stating at the same time that, in case of the
impossibility of marching through Poland, the Tsar would place
them in the service of another state. The unanimous reply
was that it was impossible to stay there or go through Poland,
and that they were ready to serve wherever the Tsar ordered.
With this Patkul proceeded to Dresden, and made a treaty with
Count Stratmann, the imperial envoy, by which the troops
were to be taken into the imperial service for a year, on ad-
vantageous conditions. Several secret articles provided guar-
antees for Saxony and for Augustus.

Patkul had long been obnoxious to the Saxon ministers.
He had exposed their double dealing, and had been unsparing
in his denunciations of them, both in his official reports and in
his private letters to his friends. Ile had eriticised the acts
and policy of Augnstus in his despatches to the Tsar, for which
he had been called-to account by the King himself, and shortly
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before, when on a special mission to Berlin, had discussed at
length their conduct of affairs in Saxony. He thought he
had discovered that the chief reason of the vacillation of the
Court of Prussia was want of faith in Augustus, and had de-
fended that monarch at the expense of his ministers, and had
promised that the Tsar would do his best to have them removed.
If Patkul really saw no more into the motives which guided
Prussian policy at that time than his despatches show, he was
short-sighted ; if he did, he allowed his feelings of hostility and
revenge to get the better of his judgment. However that may
be, what he had told and done came back to Dresden, and made
his enemies still more bitter. Even the marriage that he was
on the point of contracting with Madame von Einsiedel, the
rich widow of a Saxon magnate, and lady of honour to the
Electress Dowager, was made an accusation against him.! The
opportunity offered for revenge was too good to be missed.
The Saxon ministry, although they had received notice of every
stage of the negotiations from Patkul himself, affected surprise
and horror at this injury to the King’s interests, this insult to
his dignity, and on the proposition of General Schulenburg,
Patkul’s bitterest enemy, arrested him at night in his own
house, on his return from his betrothal, and conveyed him to
the castle of Sonnenstein, near Pirna. His letters and papers
were all seized, and for a long time he was allowed no com-
munication with any one. Even Damnitz, who had been sent
by Augustus with a verbal message from the Tsar, was not per-
mitted to see him alone. The arrest of a foreign minister in
the discharge of his functions created a great sensation, not only
in Dresden, but everywhere on the Continent. The Danish,
Prussian, and Austrian envoys protested, and some of them
withdrew from the capital, on the ground that they were no
longer safe. Prince Golitsyn, in command of the troops, al-
though personally hostile to Patkul, also wrote a strong protest,
and demanded his immediate release, putting it on the ground
of the great loss to which the Tsar would be exposed by the
protest of all the bills of exchange of Patkul, who had sole

1 He had bought an estate in Switzerland, where he intended to pass the
rest of his days, having resovlved to retire from the annoyances of his political
life.
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charge of the finances of the troops. The .Saxon ministers
slleged in excuse that they had arrested Patkul, not as a foreign
minister, but as a military officer under the command of the
field-marshal, to prevent him from committing an act of treason
against the King by the transfer of the troops. Augustus ap-
peared personally well disposed, and accused Patkul of nothing
more than of his violent temper, saying : ¢ It is always a pity that
the man is so fearfully vehement. He has uncommon under-
standing, great capacité, and is extremely good for all sorts of
affairs; but when he becomes wild, there is nothing to be done
with him.’ But he refused to interfere with the acts of his
ministers, and Szembek was sent to the Tsar at Grodno, with a
long and laboured explanation and defence of the act, and with
many complaints of Patkul’s quarrelsome disposition, but with
no other grave accusation. Peter, although he maintained that
Patkul should have waited for another order before concluding
that the extreme necessity had arrived for turning the troops
over to Austria, yet demanded that the prisoner should be im-
mediately sent to him, with all his papers untouched ; insisted
that his envoy was responsible to him alone, and promised to
make a close investigation into the whole affair. There were
excuses and delays. The Swedes were then at Grodno, and the
Saxon ministers knew that Peter would be obliged to content
himself with protests. And so it was. The numerous demands
of the Tsar were not complied with, and Patkul remained a
prisoner, first at Sonnenstein, and then at Konigstein.

It was indeed difficult for the Tsar to do anything in the
matter, except to protest and to ask the aid of foreign powers,
as he did without effect. He was already at war with Charles,
and if this had brought about a breach between him and Au-
gustus, the Saxons would have been only too pleased, as it would
have led to the conclusion of peace with Sweden. Under such
circumstances, there is no penalty for a breach of international
law. It is judged only before the tribunals of conscience, of
public opinion, and of history. Charles was too much taken up
with what the verdict of history would be on his other exploits
to think of what might be said of his treatment of Patkul,
and Augustus was already hardened to breaches of international
law. Had he not broken the neutrality of Austria¢ Iad he
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not seized the princes Sobieski without harm to himself! Had
he not arrested the French minister, the Marquis du Heron, for
correspondence with Charles, imprisoned him, and sent him out
of the country, and yet Louis XIV. had not stirred a finger?
Nevertheless, it is but fair to say that Aungustus did show some
twinges of conscience with regard to the surrender of Patkul.
Ile hesitated and delayed a long time about performing this
article of the treaty, and did so at last only under great pressure.
It is reported that even then he sent word privately to the com-
mander of Konigstein to allow Patkul to escape, and that the
flight of the prisoner was only prevented by the avarice of the
commandant, who, knowing that Patkul was rich, insisted on a
heavy bribe, and that the time for escape was spent in discussion
of the amount. The truth of this story has been doubted by
later historians ; at all events it is characteristic of Augustus.

Patkul was finally delivered to General Meyerfeld on April
18, 1707, and, on October 10, he was executed at Kasimierz,
not far from Posen. His courage gave way when he saw the
wheel, and he almost fainted. The executioner, a peasant from
the neighbourhood, gave him fourteen or fifteen blows on the
back, during which he screamed and groaned greatly, and called
on God and Christ. After receiving two blows on the breast he
cried out no longer, but merely murmured, ¢ Take my head off,’
crawled along the scaffold, and laid his head upon the block.
The inexperienced executioner gave him four blows before he
severed his neck. The body was then exposed on the wheel.

Three years afterwards, when Augustus was again on his
throne, he sent some officers to Kasimierz to find the body of
Patkul, and to erect a monument over it. But no traces of it
could then be found.

The contract between Patkul and Stratmann for the deliv-
ery of the troops to the Emperor was not carried out, but they
were nevertheless not surrendered to the Swedes on the arrival
of Charles. They succeeded in marching back to Russia
through Silesia.’

! Soloviéf, xv.; Ustriflof, IV. vi. xvi, Wemich, Patkul; Sjogren,
Patkul ; Bernouilli, Patkuls Berichie, Berlin, 1793-7 ; Hagen, Nachrickt von
der Hinrichtung J. R. v. Patkul, Gottingen, 1783 ; Ustridlof, Death of Pat-
kul in Russian Messenger (Russian) 1867 ; Herrmann, Geschichte des Rus-
sischen Staates, iv.



LIL
A YEAR OF DIPLOMACY.—1707.

THE year 1707 was chiefly given up to diplomacy. Of
such diplomacy there were two centres: one in Poland, where
Peter as yet was weaving plots, and sending his agents to every
Court of Europe to obtain peace, to get allies, or to embroil his
rivalin future quarrels ; the other in Saxony, where princes and
ambassadors were thronging for a sight of the victorious Charles,
and were suing for his friendship, or endeavouring to appease
his wrath. Not only the Protestants of Silesia, but Rakoczy and
the rebels of Hungary and Transylvania, sought his assistance
against Austria. Many Germans, on the other hand, including
Leibnitz, either from a feeling of Protestant sympathy or from
a real love of humanity and freedom, had convinced themselves
that the Government of Louis XIV. was a menace to civilisa-
tion and to progress, and urged Charles to become the cham-
pion of religious freedom against France, as his predecessor,
Gustavus Adolphus, had been against Austria. But the ex-
ample of Gustavus Adolphus and the Thirty Years’ War was
urged also by France. Louis XIV. proposed a French alli-
ance, the junction of the armies of Charles and of Marshal
Villars, and the subsequent partition of Germany. These
views were skilfully urged by French envoys, and were sup-
ported by a lavish distribution of bribes and presents. All
this, however, was without result. Charles remained firm in
his resolution not to interfere, though serious misunderstand-
ings arose between hiin and the Emperor, and all the re-
sources of the allies had to be brought into play to avert the
possibility of an attack on Vienna. The causes of dispute
were not serious, but each of them excited the inflammable
mind of Charles, and each confirmed him in his obstinacy.
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The weightiest of them were the attacks of the Imperial Gov-
ernment on the privileges confirmed to the Protestants by
treaties, and the complaints of the Protestants of Silesia, to
whom the King had rashly given his word on passing the Oder.
The views of Charles on this subject were so strong that, at the
end of 1706, a report was in circulation that he had deter-
mined to demand henceforth the election of a Protestant and
a Catholic Emperor alternately. The other difficulties were
of a more trifling nature. Some Swedish recruiting sergeants
had been mobbed in Breslau, and one had been killed. For
this, Charles demanded satisfaction. The rich Austrian cham-
berlain, Count Zabor, had quarrelled with Strahlenheim, the
Swedish minister at Vienna, and had dared to express himself
contemptuously of King Stanislas. Then there was a dispute
about the secularised bishopric of Eutin, which was another
phase of the quarrel between Holstein-Gottorp and Denmark ;
and, finally, the Austrians were accused of a breach of neu-
trality because they had assisted the Russians to escape after
the battle of Fraustadt. Prussia, on Charles's demand, had
punished Colonel Schlund for giving the Tsar advice on the
improvement of his artillery, and had proscribed the theolo-
gian Dippel for a pamphlet criticising the Swedish decrees
against the Pietists ; but the Emperor could not bring himself
to be thus submissive. The breach between him and Charles
widened daily, and the French lost no opportunity of increasing
it.

As an attack upon Austria by Charles would have practically
aided France, and would have necessitated the recall of the
Imperial troops, the Duke of Marlborough, who had already
been successful as a negotiator, urged by the Elector of Han-
over and others of the allies, went to Saxony with an autograph
letter from Queen Anne—*not from her chancery, but from her
heart’—as she phrased it. Charles accepted Marlborough’s com-
pliments, but made none in reply. Neither made a favourable
impression on the other, though Marlborough preferred Charles
to Augustus or Stanislas, both of whom he had the fortune to
meet. Marlborough made no formal propositions. He sur-
veyed the ground, endeavoured to ascertain the real feelings of
the King, suggested to Piper the possibility of mediation in the
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case of the Eutin bishopric, proclaimed the warmest sympathy
with the Protestants of Germany, and full agreement with the
King on this point, but expressed the wish of his Queen that
the claims of the Silesian Protestants against the Emperor
should not be preseed until after the termination of the war
with France, when both England and Holland would support
them. Although the relations of King Charles to the Emperor
gave the allies great anxiety during the whole of the summer,
the vexatious questions were finally arranged. An indemnity
was paid to the widow of the recruiting sergeant killed in
Breslau ; satisfaction was given for the conduct of Count Za-
bor; and the affair of the Eutin bishopric was settled by the
Danish Prince Charles, who had been supported by Austria,
giving up his claims in return for a pension from Holland and
England. The Silesian business was more difficult. Charles
would not desist from his demands; the Emperor refused to
grant them ; and England and Holland refused to guarantee
the Peace of Altranstidt until Charles should become recon-
ciled with the Emperor. Things went so far that the King,
who had already prevented the Duke of Savoy from taking
part in the siege of Toulon by threatening to invade his do-
minions, finally said to Piper: ‘I have already, out of polite-
ness, waited too long for the final explanation of the Emperor ;
therefore, I have resolved to march the day after to-morrow.’
Neither Piper nor Cederhjelm could move him, though they
talked with him till midnight. Sleep brought other counsels,
and the next day the King was more yielding. All sides took
advantage of this disposition : the Austrians signed the condi-
tions which Charles demanded for the Silesian Protestants ;
and England and Holland, in spite of the efforts of Russia,
consented to guarantee the Peace of Altranstadt.

In December, 1706, Peter left St. Petersburg for Moscow,
intending to keep the Christmas holidays there, as in former
years. But at Narva he was met by a courier from Menshikof
with the news of the treaty of Altranstidt and of the departure
of Augustus for Saxony. Instead of going to Moscow, he went
straight to Volynia, where his army was in winter quarters,
and passed more than four months at Zolkiew, near Lemberg,
‘in order to keep on his side the Republic, which remained
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without a head, as the peace was made without its knowledge.’
Besides Menshik6f, he had with him there Sheremétief and
Repnin, Prince Gregory Dolgoriky, and the hetman Mazeppa.
Even his son, the Tsarévitch Alexis, then in his eighteenth
year, came on from Moscow and stayed till the middle of
May. One of his most trusted advisers was wanting—Count'
Theodore Golovin, who had died four months before, of
fever, at Glukhof, while hastening from Moscow to meet the
Tsar at Kfef. His body, which had been taken to Mos-
cow, still lay unburied in the church, because Peter insisted on
accompanying it to the grave. It was not until the beginning
of March that, seeing no chance of his speedy return, the Tsar
gave the order for the funeral. Golovin was one of the old ad-
herents of Peter’s family, who was loved not only as a friend,
but trusted in the conduct of business. Enjoying the confidence
of the Tsar Alexis, he had watched over Peter’s boyhood until,
in 1686, he was sent by Sophia on an important mission to
Siberia, where, in 1689, he concluded the first treaty with
China—the unfortunate Treaty of Nertchinsk—of which we
shall speak more at length in another place.

The title of Admiral passed to Apraxin; the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs was entrusted to the Chamberlain Gabriel
Ivénovitch Goloéfkin. Twelve years older than the Tsar, and
connected with his family through the Naryshkins, Golofkin
had passed his life in the intimacy of Peter, and had accom-
panied him in many of his expeditions. Ile had remained at
Moscow during Peter’s journey to the West, but had written
him familiar and jesting letters. During the war, he had been
charged with important duties, and had kept up his correspond-
ence in the same vein, occasionally too coarse to translate.
Golofkin soon received the title of Count from the Emperor
Joseph, which was subsequently confirmed by the Tsar, and
after the battle of Poltiva he was created Chancellor.

The most important man in the Foreign Office, however,
was Peter Shafirof—a personage of a different sort. The son
of a poor Polish Jew employed as a translator, he had been ap-

! He was created a Count of the Holy Roman Empire by the Emperor
Leopold, on November 16, 1701,
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prenticed to a tradesman, and had been found by Peter in one
of his wanderings about Moscow. The Tsar was struck by his
quickness and his knowledge of languages, took himn into his
service, and rapidly promoted him. Shafirof accompanied Peter
in his journey abroad and during his earlier campaigns against
the Swedes, was made privy secretary in 1704, became director
of the Foreign Office in the autumn of 1706, was promoted to
be vice-chancellor in 1709, and in the following year was created
the first Russian baron. He occupies, henceforth, a prominent
Pplace in the history of Peter’s reign.

A diet of the confederates of Sandomir was in session at
Lemberg, a dozen miles from the Tsar'’s headquarters, but its
members were too wavering in mind to know what todo. As .
Peter wrote to Aprixin: ¢ Here everything is as new beer, and
we don’t yet know what it will be like.’

Meanwhile, as the Tsar was left without allies, he resolved
to ascertain whether Charles was ready for peace. Colonel
Morel de Carriére, a French officer in the Russian service, was
sent to Besenval, the French Minister to the Swedish Court,
with propositions, in Peter’s own handwriting, of which the
substance was that he would be ready to cede Dorpat; if this
were not enough, he would pay a money compensation for
Narva; or, if peace were impossible otherwise, he would yield
Narva, but nothing more. Similar propositions were made
through the wife of the Crown Iletman Sieniawski—a daughter
of the Crown Marshal Lubomirski—to the Voievode Jablonow-
ski, the uncle of King Stanislas, who had great influence at the
Swedish head-quarters. The same offer was also made through
Dasalleurs, the French Minister with Prince Rikoczy, and then
a promise was given that the Russian troops would be put at
the disposition of Louis XIV. in case his mediation were suc-
cessful. These overtures were all fruitless. Charles put off
Besenval under various pretexts before refusing outright. At
first it was thought the Tsar was not in earnest, or he would
not excite Poland against Stanislas, and that he wished only to
have the air of being inclined to peace. In June, Charles re-
plied to Besenval’s persistent applications that he should not
believe the Tsar until he had his propositions in writing, as he
could not trust his word, and the title of Prince of Ingria given

Vor. IL—5
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to Menshikof showed that the Tsar had no thought of peace;
when compensation was broached, he said that he would not
bargain away his subjects for money. In August, he said that
he could do nothing until he went back to Poland ; that then
would be time enough to give passes to the Tsar’s plenipotenti-
aries. In October, when the Tsar offered to give up everything
except Noteborg, St. Petersburg, and a narrow strip of land on
each side of the Neva, Charles replied : *I will sacrifice the last
Swedish soldier rather than cede Noteborg.’

This was the last attempt of Peter, but others, like Piper
and Stanislas, still tried to dissuade Charles from the invasion
of Russia, and urged him to make peace, now that he was at
the height of his fame. To Piper the King said that he knew
with whom he had to deal, and that the moment he was back
in Sweden the Tsar would overturn Stanislas, and put Au.
gustus or Rékéezy on the throne of Poland. To others he said
he was willing to make peace, but in ¢ Saxon style’” To Stan.
islas, who complained of the misery of his subjects, and almost
regretted having accepted the crown, Charles said: ¢The Tsar
is not yet humiliated enough to accept the conditions of peace
which I intend to prescribe.’ Later in the autumn he replied
to the renewed entreaties of Stanislas: ‘Poland will never have
quiet as long as she has for a neighbour this unjust Tsar, who
begins a war without any good cause for it. It will be needful
first for me to march thither and depose him also.” Charles
talked of restoring the old order of things in Russia, of can-
celling the unpopular reforms, and of abolishing the regular
army and bringing back the Streltsi; and so sure was he of suc-
cess, that on taking leave of Stanislas, on the eve of the cam-
paign, he said: ‘I hope Prince Sobieski will always remain
faithful to us. Does your Majesty not think that he would
make an excellent Tsar of Russia ?’

In seeking for aid and counsel, the Tsar naturally turned
first to England. Already, in 1705, Whitworth, the English
minister, on arriving in Moscow, had expressed the willingness
of Queen Anne to mediate between Russia, Poland, and Sweden,
but added that anything the Queen could do would depend
entirely upon the attitude of the King of Sweden. For that
reason he had on his way to Russia passed by Silesia and Dan-
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zig, and what he had seen and heard there had convinced him
that King Charles was disinclined to peace; he therefore could
make no definite proposition. At the end of 1706, Matvéief,
the Russian minister in Ilolland, was ordered to go to London,
¢ as this was now the main stronghold of the grand alliance.’
He was instructed to say that if the promise of the Queen,
given through Whitworth, should be carried out, the Tsar, out
of gratitude, would be ready to join in the grand alliance against
France; and that even if the Swedes were unwilling to come
to terms, the united powers could put down both France and
Sweden. The Tsar left the terms of peace entirely to the
Queen, with the sole condition that he should not be obliged to
give up those hereditary possessions which he had reconquered,
though he would make great concessions on other points. Mat-
véief was ordered to lay stress upon the advantages to England
of a Russian alliance and of a Russian port in the Baltic, since
with such a port Russian goods, and especially naval stores and
materials, could easily be brought to England several timnes a year,
and to express the willingness of the Tsar to sign a commercial
treaty. To one paragraph in his instructions, that if necessary he
might assure the English Government that Russia had no inten-
tion of having a large fleet of war vessels on the Baltic, the Tsar
made an autograph note : ¢This is very well, but it would be bet-
ter not to mention prematurely the number of vessels” Should
negotiations be likely to fail, he was to seek for means to in-
fluence Marlborough, Godolphin, and the Secretary of State for
the Northern Department, and could even promise them large
presents, but he was to act cautionsly and economically in this
respect. Here Peter added another note: I do not think that
Marlborough can be bought, because he is so enormously rich.
However, you can promise him about 200,000, or more.’

Matvéief arrived in London in May, 1707, and was at first
pleased with the agreeable manner of the English officials, but
he speedily encountered difficulties. Some of these arose from
the constitution of England, and Matvéief had trouble in ex-
plaining to his superiors the differences between Whigs and
Tories, between the partisans of the Queen and those of IIan-
over. He was especially annoyed that the merchants, in spite
of their advantageous trade with Russia, were unwilling by their
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representations to help on his demands. He made a journey to
Windsor expressly to expedite his negotiations, but the only
answer was that there was no time to consider his propositions.
Finally, Harley, in a friendly conversation, explained to him
that discussion was postponed because the Queen, in the present
circumstances, did not wish to quarrel with Russia, with which
it had an advantageous trade, nor with Sweden, since King
Charles had declared that he would do nothing against Austria.
As Matvéief could not be kept much longer without a formal
answer of some sort, Queen Anne gave him an audience in
September, and said that she was ready to make an alliance
with the Tsar; and at the end of the month Harley called on
him and talked over the terms of the answer of the Queen to
the Tsar. In this letter, the Queen said that she waited only
for the consent of Holland to state on what terms the alliance
could be made, and that she was then ready to make a special
commercial treaty. Ilarley confided to Matvéief, in the greatest
secrecy, that the English Government had promised money to
the Swedish ministers to save Patkul from execution; ¢but,’ he
added, ‘that is a private affair; publicly, the Queen cannot in-
terfere, but still I think Patkul's life will be saved.” Marl-
borough wrote to Matvéief that he was using all his influence
in Ilolland to persuade the States-General to agree to the
entrance of Russia into the grand alliance, but Matvéief did not
trust much to these assurances, and wrote to Van der Burg, his
agent at the Iague, to find out whether Marlborough was act-
ing according to his promises, or whether he had ¢ honey on his
tongue and gall in his heart” Two months passed without
answer from Holland, and the English ministers said they must
wait till Marlborough returned. ¢The Ministry here,’ wrote
Matvéief to Golofkin, ¢is more subtle than the French even in
Jincsse and intrigue ; their smooth and profitless speeches bring
us nothing but loss of time.’ Marlborough came to London
about the middle of November, visited Matvéief the next even-
ing, and talked a long time alone with him. IIe recounted in
detail his efforts in Holland, but brought up many difficulties.
Matvéief finally asked the Duke to say plainly, as an honest
man, without sweet promises, whether the Tsar could hope for
anything or not. Marlborough, in reply, was profuse in- pro-
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fessions and promises, and with these Matvéief had to be con-
tent.’

Huyssen, Peter’s secret agent, had some relations with Marl-

borough on the Continent, and, according to his report, the
Duke declared that he would be ready to co-operate with the
‘Tsar, provided he were given a principality in Russia. When
Goldfkin referred this to Peter, he replied : ¢ Answer Huyssen
that if Marlborough wishes a Russian principality he can prom-
ise him one of three, whichever he wishes—Ki{ef, Vladimir, or
Siberia ; and he can promise him also that, if he persuades the
Queen to make a good peace for us with the Swedes, he shall
receive, as the revenues of his principality, 50,000 ducats for
every year of his life, in addition to the Order of St. Andrew,
and a ruby as large as any in Europe.’ The negotiations with
Marlborough did not proceed further. No inediation was pos-
sible so long as Peter refused to give up St. Petersburg, and
Charles refused to make peace without it.

Reference has been made to the offers for the intervention
of Louis XIV. In Prussia, Izmdilof made equally fruitless
efforts for mediation, or at least for a declaration of neutrality,
and promised Count Wartenberg 100,000 ducats for his effective
assistance. Dorpat and Narva were offered to Denmark as an
inducement to declare war once more against Sweden.

At the end of February, 1707, the Polish Diet at Lemberg
sent a deputation to the Tsar with the demand that those parts
of the Ukraine west of the Dniéper—the district of Bicla-
Tsérkof (Biala-Cerkiew)—which had been seized upon by the

* Cossack Pal6i, should be at once restored to the Republic.

! Matvéief appears to have had some talk with Marlborough even before
proceeding to London ; for Marlborough in a letter to Godolphin, dated the
Hague, April #;, 1707, says: ‘ The ambassador of Muscovy has been with me,
and made many expressions of the great esteem his master has for Her
Majesty; that he would do everything to merit her friendship; and, as a
mark of it, he had resolved to send his only son into England; but he desired
nobody but the Queen might know it, since he must pass incognito through
several countries. He is also very desirous of the honour, as he calls it, of
the Queen’s appointing him a house. As it can be of no precedent to any
country but their own, and as the expense is so very inconsiderable, I hope
Her Majesty will do it ; for st i certain you will not be uble to gratify him in
any part of his negotiation. Coxe's Memoirs of the Duke of Mariborough,
vol. ii.-p. 44, Bohn’s ed.
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They complained of the great distress which they still suffered
in consequence of the necessity of providing the Russian army
with provisions and forage, and of the unlawful exactions of the
officers, alleging that they were better off during the Swedish
occupation, when things taken were more promptly paid for;
they complained that instead of 12,000 Russian troops, as agreed
upon, they were compelled to support many more, and threat-
ened that, unless some allowance were made, they would give
no provisions during the six summer months. They demanded
also the immediate payment of 200,000 rubles, according to
treaty. Golofkin, who had charge of this negotiation, replied
that 40,000 rubles had already been given to the Crown army,
and 30,000 rubles to the Lithuanian army ; that there had been
no agreement to pay in advance, and that nothing was due for
the previous year, because the requisite number of Polish
troops had not been put in the field. The Poles proposed to
give up the claim for money if they should be relieved from
supplying the troops, but this the Tsar considered impossible,
and agreed to pay immediately 50,000 rubles ; but he refused to
pay damages for illegal acts committed by marauders, although
he gave strict orders for the maintenance of discipline, and ap-
pointed General Bruce to act with a Polish commissary in
investigating complaints and punishing offenders. 50,000 rubles
had been promised to the Poles, but it was not possible at that
time to raise more than 20,000. The Poles would not consent
to take less than half, and continued to press for the surrender
of Bi¢la-Tsérkof. It was impossible to give them back the
TUkraine at the risk of sowing discontent among the Cossacks,
when Charles XII. was again expected in Poland, and yet it
was impolitic to alienate them, and, by a direct refusal, perhaps
send them over to the party of Stanislas. It was necessary to
temporise, and in spite of his recent disgrace and punishment,
the veteran Ukrdintsef was named Commissary to the Diet.
Ilis great experience in Polish affairs, and his diplomatic skill,
combined with a judicious distribution of money, brought the
Diet to accept the 20,000 rubles, and to be satisfied with the
prowmise of the Ukraine. ¢All here have now become merry,’
wrote Ukriintsef to Golofkin, ¢ and feast and make good cheer,
hearing that the enemy, with all his forces, is going against us
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by the way of Lithuania, for they think that Stanislas Leszczyn-
ski will stick to him. The hetman Sieniawski was very sad for
a week over the capture of his wife by the enemy, but since he
has come to Lemberg he is comnforted again, and scarcely a day
passes that he is not at a banquet.’

The Tsar was not satisfied with this neutral position of the
Polish magnates, and felt it necessary to weaken the influence of
Stanislas. In pursuance of this aim, he sent a special mission
to Rome, in order, if possible, to persuade the Pope to refuse
Tecognition to the Swedish puppet. He chose for this mission
a man who subsequently attained distinction as a diplomatist,
Prince Boris Kurdkin, his friend and comrade from boyhood,'
who had studied at Venice, and had already visited Rome.
This step had been suggested more than a year before, both by
leading Poles and by the Catholic clergy. The Tsar had atoned
for the unfortunate affray in the Basilian monastery at Pol6tsk
by expressions and acts of sincere repentance, by the immuni-
ties accorded to the Uniates during the war, and by the privi-
leges granted to Catholics and Catholic missionaries in Russia.
The reverential curiosity which he had shown in his visits to
Jesuit colleges, and his attendance with his son at the consecra-
tion of the Bishop of Cujavia, disposed in his favour those
enthusiasts who were ready to see in all this symptoms of a
desire to unite the two churches. Prince Kurdkin was well re-
ceived at Rome; attention was given to his arguments as to
the danger to Catholicism of allowing Swedish Protestant in-
fluence to become predominant in Poland; and Pope Clement
XI., through Cardinal Paulucci, promised that he would not
recognise Stanislas as king until he had been so recognised by
the whole of Poland.

To bring order into Polish affairs, the Tsar considered it in-
dispensable to provide another king in place of Augustus, who
could now have no claims either on the loyalty of the Poles or
the support of Russia. Both in Moscow and in Vienna it was
said that Menshik6f was intriguing for the Polish crown, and
the arrival of the Tsarévitch Alexis gave some colour to the
rumour that Peter designed to place his son on the vacant

1 Prince Kurikin had married the sister of the Tsaritsa Eudoxia.
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throne. The Polish magnates had their dreams of gaining the
honour which Charles had conferred on Stanislas. From Peter’s
point of view, it was necessary to have some strong and able
man, who could lead armies as well as rule men, and his choice
fell first on Prince Eugene of Savoy, then at the height of his
reputation. In order to get the consent of the Emperor, in
whose service Prince Eugene then was, he decided on sending a
solemn embassy to Vienna, and placed at the head of .it Prince
Boris Prozor6fsky, a member of one of the oldest Russian
families, but better known by his escape from the massacre at
Astrakhéin, after Stenka Rézin had hanged him by his feet to
the city wall for a whole night. Prozorofsky arrived, with a
suite of 200 men, but the order for his departure never came.
The difficulty was this : It was impossible to choose a king before
the throne was formally declared vacant, and the Diet hesitated
to proclaimn the interregnum, as no official notification had been
received of the abdication of Augustus. It was not until April
that Peter could bring them to agree on this. He wrote to
Menshikof from Lemberg: ¢It was hardly possible to manage
affairs with these rascals so as to bring them to sign and confirm
all the treaties and issue universals.” The embassy of Prozorof-
sky was given up, and the Tsar sent instead a letter to the
Emperor,’ in which he bitterly complained of the cowardice
and faithlessness of King Augustus, especially of his shameful
surrender of Patkul. Urbich, in presenting this letter, set
forth the Tsar’s desire to enter the grand alliance, his willing-
ness to give some of his troops for service against the rebels in
Hungary, and his intention of procuring the election of Prince
Eugene as King of Poland. Negotiations were carried on
cautiously, but the secret got out, and with his congratunlations
Count Wratislaw was able to send to the prince some effusions
of the rhymesters of the day. Prince Eugene was in Milan,
preparing togo to the siege of Toulon, when he received the
proposition. Thanking the Tsar for the flattering honour, he
said that his acceptance must depend upon the permission of
his sovereign, and wrote to the Emperor Joseph that, in accord-
ance with the principles of strict obedience which had governed

! Similar letters were sent to England and Holland.
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Jaim for the twenty years he had been in the imperial service, he
1 eft the matter entirely in his hands, without any feelings of vain
sambition. Although the Emperor could see advantages to him-
s2elf in the project, yet he did not dare further to offend Charles
—XTI., who had so taken to heart the success of Stanislas, especially
“aas his troops were scattered on the Rhine, in Italy, and in Hun-
azary. A polite but evasive answer was therefore returned to all
<the Russian propositions; it was said that, as the services of Prince
Eugene were indispensable during the campaign just beginning,
“nothing could be decided definitely before the next winter.
Even before receiving the Emperor’s reply, however, Peter,
who already knew of what was practically the refusal of Prince
Eugene, had proposed the Polish crown to Prince Jacob Sobie-
ski. This plan originated with Szaniawski, Bishop of Cujavia,
who suggested to Prince Gregory Dolgoriky that, if the Tsar
would take Sobieski under his protection, he would find in him
a true ally and a mortal enemy to both Stanislas and Augustus,
and gave him the conditions on which, he said, the prince would
accept. Peter replied favorably to Dolgoriky, and on the next
day, June 7, wrote to Prince Sobieski enclosing formal proposals.
The bishop had apparently made the proposition on his own re-
sponsibility, in order to thwart the ambitious plans of the hetman
Sieniawski, since Sobieski, grateful to Charles XII. for releasing
him from his Saxon prison, had declared to Stanislas in the pre-
vious December that he had never had any pretensions to the Po-
lish throne, and that if fate had given him the disposal of it, he
could have offered it to no one but its present worthy possessor.
When the Tsar found that he could obtain no support at
Vienna, he felt no hesitation in turning to Rakoczy and the
Hungarian insurgents, against whom he had just offered the use
of his troops. That proposition had been refused because some of
the Austrian statesmen had feared ‘lest the Tsar might establish
himself in Hungary, with the aid of the Serbian inhabitants of
the Greek faith.’ Peter had already begun to interest himself
in the Eastern Christians, was in correspondence with the boyars
of Moldavia and Wallachia, and had received envoys from the
Austrian Serbs—those very men of whom Rakdezy wrote:
‘They look on the Russians as on the Messiah who will come to
deliver them. Although aided by French money, French
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officers, and French influence, Francis Rikoczy was by no means
a French puppet. Ile had ancestral claims, for his father and
grandfather were princes of Transylvania, and his mother was
the heroic Helen Zriny, the widow of Tékély. He had married
a princess of Hesse-Rheinsfeld. He was brave and popular; the
revolution was general ; he had been proclaimed Voievode of
Transylvania and chief of the Hungarian nation; he had or-
ganised a government which ruled the greater part of the
countries belonging to the crown of St. Stephen, and a diet had
voted the deposition of Joseph as king of Hungary. When
approached by the Russian agents, Rakéczy at first held off and
hesitated. He was supported by France, and France was
friendly to Sweden, and he had to find out how an alliance with
Russia would be considered at Versailles. Finally, he yielded
to what he called ¢ the threats of the Tsar,’ and in August sent
an embassy to Peter. Ilis envoys, at the head of whom was
Bercseny, and among whom was an Andrassy, first offered the
crown of Hungary to the Tsarévitch Alexis, but the Tsar refused
it. After some negotiation, in the name of Rékoczy and of the
kingdom of Hungary, they concluded a treaty at Warsaw, Sep-
tember 15. By this instrument, Rakoczy accepted the crown of
Poland in case of his election, but it was agreed that if the Swedes
should invade Poland, the election should be postponed for four
months, in order to allow France and Bavaria to mediate between
Russia and Sweden. After that time, without further delay,
Rakoczy was to be declared king, and the Tsar was to publish his
alliance with Hungary. In Peter’s absence Rakoczy was to com-
mand the allied forces, and in casc of disaster, and the loss of the
Polish throne, he was to be given a refuge in Russia. The liber-
ties of Ilungary and Transylvania were to be secured, free trade
was to be established between those countries and Russia, and
the two parties were to maintain residents at each other’s courts.

Many Poles were unfavourable to this project, and the invasion
of Russia by the Swedes prevented any attempt to carry it out.’

! Soloviéf, xv. ; Fryxell, i. ; Droysen, Geschichte der Preussischen Politik,
IV. 1: Coxe’s Memoirs of Marlborough, ii. ; Marlborough's Letters and Des-
patches, London, 1845 ; Carison, Om Karl XI1I.'s Vistelses Sacksen, Stockholm,
1877 ; Tengberg, Om Sveriges forhallands ti¥l frammande magter, Lund, 1854 ;
Fontes Rerum Austriacarum, Actenstiicke zur Geschichte Franz Rikicey's,
Vienna, 1858 ; Arneth, Prinz Eugen von Savoyen, 1., Vienna, 1864 ; Golikof.



LIIL
THE WAR IN LITHUANIA.—1708.

AFTeEr the declaration of the interregnmmn in Poland, the
<lisasters and confusion in that unfortunate country increased.
Some of the nobles declared themselves for Stanislas; others
waited for the election of a new king. As is frequently the case
in civil wars, families were divided and had members in both
camps. Prince Yanusz Wisniowiecki, the Voievode of Cracow,
was one of the leaders of the confederation of Lemberg; while
Lis brother, the Grand Hetman of Lithuania, after some hesita-
tion, went over to King Stanislas, and took with him the
Lithuanian army. General Sienicki, by a secret arrangement
with Michael Wisniowiecki, captured the 40,000 rubles that
arrived from Moscow, and, in spite of his oath, declared him-
self on the side of the Swedes, and established hiinself in the
fortress of Bykhof. Although his garrison was small, yet it
required a considerable force to dislodge him. Lieutenant-
General Bauer failed at the first storm. Prince Répnin and
General Hallart were sent to reinforce him, and engineers were
demanded from St. Petersburg to construct mines. After four
weeks’ siege and several assaults, Bykhof was taken and razed
to the ground. Sienicki was carried in chains to Moscow, where
he ended his life in prison, gnd the garrison, about 3,000 men,
were sent to Azof.

The Russians were hated by the Poles, and murders were
not infrequent. A petty nobleman, Wiezicki, living in Dub,
invited to his house a party of officers and soldiers of the
Seménofsky regiment, thirteen in all, who were going to Pinsk,
and murdered them during their sleep. ‘I am very sad,” Peter
wrote to Captain Izméilof of the guard, ‘over such good officers
and soldiers, with whom I had grown up from boyhood,” and
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he ordered Sheremétief to hunt out the murderers, who had
taken refuge in the forests. Wiezicki and nine of his peasants
were caught and executed.

In the spring of 1707, four months before Charles actually
left Saxony, there was a rumour that he was about to march
through Poland and invade Russia. Peter immediately sent
detachments into Great Poland, toward the Silesian frontier, in
order to devastate the country, and thus render the Swedish
march more difficult. Towns like Rawicz and Lissa were
burned and destroyed, bridges were broken down and wells
filled up. Colonel Schultz, with his band of Tartars and Kal-
muks, was most active in this kind of work.

The danger seemed so pressing that the engineer Ivin
Kortchmin was sent to Moscow, to put the fortifications of that
city, and especially of the Krémlin, into thorough repair. He
arrived there in the middle of June, and in ten days the work
began. But even before his arrival, the report of Charles’s
march had reached Moscow, and, according to Pleyer, ¢the
Muscovites were greatly terrified. Nobody spoke of anything
except of flight or death. Many of the merchants, under pre-
text of going to the fair, took their wives and children to Arch-
angel, whither they had usually gone alone. The great foreign
merchants and capitalists hastened to go to Hamburg with their
families and property, while the mechanics and artisans went
into their service.” The foreigners, not only of Moscow, but of
all the neighbouring towns, appiied to their ministers for pro-
tection, as they feared not only the harshness and rapacity of
the Swedes, but, even more, a general rising and massacre in
Moscow, where people were already embittered by the im-
measurable increase of the taxes.’” ¢The terror here has still
more increased,” he wrote, in a subsequent despatch, ¢ since the
order has arrived to repair all the walls around the town and
fortify the Krémlin. An engineer has come here who studied
fortifications for two years in Berlin, and has drawn up a plan
of the works. The beautiful old church of Jerusalem, or the
Trinity, is to be pulled down. The Hospital row of shops,
famous from old times, the Foundry Court, the Red and White
walls, with all the churches, houses, monasteries—all he pro-
poses to pull down, otherwise it will be impossible to shoot.
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Five thousand men are at work every day. The people are so
enraged that the engineer does not dare to show himself with-
out & guard” The Jerusalem Church referred to by Pleyer is
just outside of the Krémlin, and is that commonly known by
the name of the Church of St. Basil the Beatified, with its
eleven domes, each of different colour and design. Fortunately
for the beauty of Moscow, this plan of wholesale destruction
was not carried out, and this church, the towers and walls of
the Krémlin, and the other antiquities, were preserved. The
news of the disorders at Moscow reached the army, and an
official proclamation was sent back, deriding the fears of the
Muscovites when the enemy was not as near as he had been
previously, but saying that precaution was better than negligence,
and quoting the old Roman proverb: ‘A wild beast cannot
harm a cautious horse.” Meanwhile, two men were taken from
every house, to work on the fortifications, or three rubles had
to be paid every month; and so strict were the demands that
children were taken from the houses as pledges for the appearance
of the workmen. In November, the fortifications were inspected
by the Tsarévitch Alexis, who had just returned from the army,
and Pleyer writes: ¢In the last six months the fortifications have
made great progress. Guns will soon be placed on many of
them, and fire can be opened. The engineer demands 10,000
cannon.” The Troitsa Monastery, and towns of Mozhaisk,
Sérpukhof, Tver, and others, were fortified in the same way.
Peter had already, in January, 1707, given Aprdxin orders
for the protection of the frontier, and had recommended that,
from the beginning of spring, no grain nor hay should be
allowed to remain in the granaries or barns, but that all should
be concealed in the woods or buried in the ground, and that
the cattle should also be hidden in the woods and swamps, in
places agreed upon beforehand by the villagers, to which they
could flee on the approach of the enemy. The army was
strengthened with fresh recruits; and in the same way that
Peter had taken into his service agents for finding out new
sources of revenue, so he soon had agents, paid and volunteer,
informing him where recruits could be obtained. The noble-
man Bezobrazof, for instance, reported that in the district of
Briansk there had been lately a vast increase in the number of
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church servitors, who were unnecessary for religions purposes,
but would make excellent dragoons or soldiers. Peter replied
with a decree to enroll all who were fit for military service.
Instructions had also been given to Mazeppa for the defence of
Kief and the Ukraine.

The Swedes, by remaining in Saxony, gave Peter time for
preparation. It was not until August, 1707, that Charles began
to move. Ile had with him the best army he had yet com-
manded, composed, with those that joined him at Slupce, of
44,000 men, in excellent condition, well-clothed and well-armed,
of whom 24,000 were cavalry. They were not all Swedes, for
his recruiting agents had been very busy in Saxony, Silesia, and
other German countries. Some of his best officers, however,
such as Arvid Horn and Magnus Stenbock, had, for unknown
reasons, gone back to Sweden. Not everyone in Europe felt as
sure of the Swedish success as did Charles. Huyssen wrote
from Vienna, in September, that ¢ the Swedes marched unwill-
ingly, and "admitted that they had become quite unaccustomed
to war after their long repose and luxurious life in Saxony.’
¢ Some even predict a Russian victory, while others say that there
would be less glory, but also far less danger, if the Tsar should
withdraw his troops from Poland, and diminish the forces of
the enemy by petty skirmishes and by sudden attacks of Cos-
sacks.’

Peter himself had long ago decided that this was necessary.
A council of war had resolved not to risk a battle in Poland,
and even not on the frontier, unless it were absolutely neces-
sary ; but to resist at the river-crossings, harass the rear-gunard,
and lay waste the country in the line of march. On hearing of
the project of the Swedes, Menshikof withdrew, established a
strong outpost line along the Bug, from Pultusk to Brzesc-
Litewski, and took a position at Dezéntsoli, between Wilna and
Grodno, while Sheremétief, with the cavalry, was at Minsk.
Another council of war at Meretch confirmed what had been
decided upon months before at Zolkiew.

Peter again experienced the excitement, the anxiety, and
the dejection which overcame him during the winter, when his
troops were shut up in Grodno, and he noticed in himself a
greater irritability than at any time since the events of 1698
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and 1699. In a fit of anger against Apréxin, for not punishing
those governors who had sent him recruits in a number less
than was incumbent upon them, he wrote, sharply : ¢That you
Thave done nothing to those Voievodes who have not brought
mnen as was ordered, that you throw the blame of this on the
departments of Moscow, which is not to your credit, is due only
to one of two causes—either to laziness, or that you did not
wish to quarrel with them.” Apraxin felt deeply hurt, and
Peter hastened to retract his bitter words, and wrote: ¢ You feel
aggrieved at what I wrote to you about the Voievodes. But,
for God’s sake, have no grief about it, for really I bear no
malice to you; but since I have been here the slightest thing
which thwarts me puts me into a passion.’

There was reason enough for this, for while the Swedes
were threatening invasion, rebellions broke out among the Bash-
kirs and among the Cossacks of the Don—rebellions that were
so threatening that Peter had resolved to go to the Don in per-
son. Fortunately, the Tsar received news of the quelling of
these insurrections in time to bend all his energies to the war
with Sweden. Weshall go on with the history of the cam-
paign, leaving for the present the account of these disturbances,
to understand which it is necessary to set forth with some
detail the internal situation of the empire since the battle of
Narva.

Although Charles left Silesia in September, he did not con-
tinue his march, but remained encamped for four months at
Slupce, on the banks of the Vistula. The cause of this delay is
unknown. As on the previous occasions, Charles may have pre-
ferred a winter campaign simply on account of its difficulties, or
he may have feared the bad roads of the Russian autumn. Some
delay, at least, was caused by waiting for the river to freeze.
Bridges could not be built on account of the rapid current and
the ice, and finally, his impatience was such that he made roads
over the thin ice with straw and snow, and passed in comparative
safety on January 9, 1708. This long stay was very hard for
the unfortunate Poles. Stanislas complained bitterly, and said
the Swedes were as unmerciful to his poor subjects as the Rus-
sians were; but his complaints were unheeded. ¢The Swedes,’
wrote the French Minister, ¢ hold the Poles in contempt, and do
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not consider them worthy of attention, and even the King is so
angry over their weak and wretched behaviour that he has no
compassion for them individually or collectively.” On the other
side of the Vistula there seemed to be plenty of provisions and
forage, and Quarter-master-general Gyllenkrok urged the King
to go into winter quarters there. But this did not enter into
his plans, and leaving behind General Krassau, with 8,000
men to support the tottering throne of Stanislas, he set out for
Lithuania. Instead of taking the usual road through Pultusk,
Ostrolenka, and Lomza, along the Bug and the Naréva, even
though it was occupied by Russians, he chose the seldom-travelled
route farther to the north, along the Prussian boundaries,
through the forests and swamps of Masuria, as many thought,
simply to have the pleasure of marching where no army had
been before. The King and all were obliged to bivouac in the
snow without tents, and in spite of the blazing fires and the
military music which Charles kept up all night to inspirit the
men, many lives were lost from the cold and fatigue. Horses
died in such numbers that a great part of the baggage had to be
abandoned. Worse than all for the Swedes was the hostility of
the population—a wild race, habituated by their contests with
bears and wolves to the use of firearms, and scarcely acknowl-
edging the authority of their own king. They hid behind trees
and bushes, and shot down the Swedish soldiers. Charles him-
self narrowly escaped a bullet. To stop this partisan warfare,
the angry King gave orders to hang the peasants as fast as they
were caught, and to burn their houses. On one day General
Kreutz captured a band of fifty men, and compelled them to
hang one another, the last man being butchered by the soldiers.
Even women and children were not spared. At last a large
band collected, and offered the Swedes free passage on the con-
dition of the payment of ten thalers for every horse. Otherwise,
they said, no man should depart alive. .The King himself came
to the conference, and the leader of the peasants, standing be-
hind the barricade, said : ‘These lands belong to the peasants,
and they are not willing to let anyone through unless the money
be paid down, and some officers left as surety.” ¢When the
peasant leader,” says Hultmann, the King’s butler, in his diary,
‘had spoken thus audaciously, the King had his old body-servant,
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Mans Lenk, slyly put a ball through him, so that he sank down
on the spot.’

Another Swedish account confirms this with the words: ¢In
this way his Majesty taught the peasants something else than
to presume to treat with a king.’

Peter had passed the summer in Poland, suffering from
fever the whole of the two months he was in Warsaw, and
coming up slowly through Lithuania, inspecting the military
positions as he passed, arrived in St. Petersburg at the begin-
ning of November. It is in such hasty visits as this that the
all-embracing energy of Peter seems most apparent. He in-
spected the fortifications at St. Petersburg, Schliisselburg, and
Cronstadt, was constant in attendance at the Admiralty, and
besides the numerous orders he gave for recruiting, for supplying
and clothing his troops, for the defence of the frontier, he found
time to send a word of condolence to the father of Prince Ivan
Troekirof ; to write to the Princess Menshikof a friendly note,
in which he begged her to take better care of her husband, and
‘feed him up so that he should not look as thin as when at
Merétch ;” to send two Latin books to Apréxin to be translated
into Russian ; and to give orders for training the pups of his
favourite dog. More than all this, he accomplished an act
about which he had long been troubled in mind:—he was
privately married to his beloved Catherine, in the Church of
the Holy Trinity, some time in the month of November. The
Feast of St. Alexander Nefsky he celebrated in the house of
Menshikéf, and wrote to him: ¢On your name’s-day we were
merrier than I have ever been since the death of Lefort.’ A
week later there was a similar feast on St. Andrew’s Day, and
in sending the account of it to Menshikof, Peter added a new
cheese made from the milk of his Dutch cows. The same day
he set out for Moscow, to pass the Christmas holidays. There
he found work for his hands in providing for the sufferers by
a recent conflagration; in enlarging and supplying his new
apothecary’s establishment, and in sending medicines through-
out the country, especially to the field hospitals; in studying
the question of regulating the proof of silver; in supplying his
printing-office with the new-fashioned type of his invention
which had just arrived from Holland ; in regulating the salaries
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of his ambassadors and making provision for their regular pay-
ment ; in arranging to send ten young Russians abroad ; in pro-
viding for the education of the sons of the clergy; and, to ensure
the proper style, in ordering all clothes and hats to be made
after the German pattern and to be stamped at Moscow.

On hearing of the approach of the Swedes, Peter hastened
to the army, and arrived at Grodno on February 1. Four days
afterward he wrote to Apraxin to hasten to Wilna, but, ¢if yon
have already come to Wilna, go no farther, for the enemy is
already with us” The enemy turned out to be Charles, who,
hearing that Peter was in Grodno, and wishing to celebrate his
name’s-day, rode hastily forward with 900 cavalry, drove back
Miihlenfeld, who, with 2,000 cavalry, was guarding the bridge,
and entered the town only two hours after Peter had left.
‘When the Tsar the next day discovered that the whole Swedish
army had not advanced, and to what a small number of men his
troops had yielded, he sent 3,000 men back to Grodno to sur-
prise the Swedes. They reached the town at midnight, over-
powered the small guard, and came within an ace of capturing
Charles, who, together with Rehnskjold and the Prince of
‘Wiirtemberg, had rushed into the street, and had got involved
in the throng. With the help of the inhabitants, who took
their part, the Swedes after a long struggle drove the Russians
out of the town. Miihlenfeld was arrested on a charge of trea-
son, but escaped to the Swedes, to whom he communicated all
he knew about the Russians. He was subsequently taken
prisoner at Poltava, tried, and shot.

From Merétch, Peter ordered Menshikéf to cut and bar-
ricade the roads in every direction, and to entrust the rear-gnard
to faithful and capable officers. On February 8 he was at
Wilna, still uncertain which way Charles intended to march,
though he had before felt sure that the purpose of the King
was to occupy Livonia, and thence advance upon Pskof and Név-
gorod. Charles at first moved from Grodno north-eastward to
Smorgone, famous for its dancing bears, and, it seemed, in-
tended to march directly to Pskof, but, after waiting there a
time, he turned south-eastward to Radéshkovitchi (Radoszko-
wicze), where he stayed until June. In order to protect the
northern frontier, Peter, while still at Grodno, had written to
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Cyril Naryshkin, the commander of Pskof, ordering him to
provide for the active defence of Pskof and Dorpat, by strength-
ening the fortifications, and digging mines, though not putting
powder in them; and further commanded him to send to
Vologda all the inhabitants of Dorpat, allowing them to take
their money with them, but registering and taking possession
of their other property. The object of the Tsar was to render
the country easier to defend, by removing those inhabitants
who might sympathise with the Swedes, and, at the same time,
in case Livonia were reoccupied, to provide Russia with colonies
of nseful and hard-working artisans. What the inhabitants of
Livonia were again called upon to suffer we can see from what
took place at Dorpat.

¢On February 19, the pastors were obliged to give out from
their pulpits the order that the inhabitants should sell their
houses within a week, and be ready to go to the interior of
Russia, with all their property laden on one, or at most two,
gledges. On the reading of this command, the poor citizens
became so confounded that their weeping and groaning had no
end. All prayers for mercy were vain. People were obliged
to comply with the orders, and make their sad and hasty prep-
srations. Everyone, indeed, was allowed to turn his property
into money. But who could buy the houses that were offered
for sale, when everybody had to emigrate? Russian soldiers,
and people from the country, now could get furniture for the
tenth, or even for the hundredth, part of its value, and were
soon unwilling to offer anything, as they hoped to get every-
thing for nothing as soon as the inhabitants had gone. On
February 16 the greater part of the citizens went to the Lord's
Supper. It was a heart-rending separation from one another,
from the city and church of their fathers, and perhaps, also,
from their faith, for the poor people went as if into a Babylon-
ian imprisonment. They would be separated from each other,
scattered over a far land, and settled among strange people, of
other manners, other speech, and other faith. The day of de-
parture was set for February 29. The cold was terrible, but
all had to go—young and old, well and sick, even the dying;
everyone with the best of his goods packed on carts and sledges,
the poorest on wretched sledges fastened to the train, and all
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this amidst weeping, wailing, and moaning. The departure
took place after a summons and in a certain order. The start
was early in the morning, and only at ten o’clock in the fore-
noon did the last sledge leave the town, whereupon the Russians
fired off the cannon on the walls, as though they had gained a
victory. The following day, the church bells, the great chan-
deliers, and the copper roofs, were taken for the account of the
Tsar, and what remained besides was sold at a nominal price.
Finally, the fortifications were blown up, and the houses of the
whole town burnt to ashes.’

Other towns were treated in a similar way, and from Narva
and Ingria alone, seventy-one families were sent to Volégda
and seventy-seven to Kazin. These harsh proceedings, how-
cver, were useless, for Charles had made up his mind to turn to
the Ukraine, but none knew it except his most intimate advis-
crs, much less the Russians.

‘While the Swedes were at Rad6shkovitchi, Peter, who was
ill with fever and excitement, took advantage of the lull in the
campaign to go back to St. Petersburg, where he arrived on the
last day of March. A fortnight later, he writes to Golofkin :
‘People say that where God has built a church the devil has
put an altar. Although hitherto I have always been as well
here as in Paradise, now I do not know how I brought my fever
with me from Poland, although I took good care of myself in
the sledge, and was well clad, for I have been tormented with
it during the whole of Passion week, and even at Easter I could
hear nothing except the beginning of the Vespers, and the
Gospel, on account of illness. Now, thank God! I am getting
Detter, but still do not go out of the house. The holidays have
not been celebrated at all as they should be ; for, as far as my
wemory serves me, we were always in red, whereas now we are
forced to stay ingrey. The fever was accompanied by pains in
my throat and chest, and ended in a cough, which is now very
severe.” Two days afterward he wrote again: ‘I beg you to do
everything that can possibly be done without me. When I was
well I let nothing pass, but now God sees what I am after this
illness, which this place and Poland have caused me, and if in
these next weeks I have no time for taking medicine and for
resting, God knows what will happen.” On receiving news from
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Menshikof that the Swedes were preparing two or three bridges
over the rivers, Peter answered, on April 25, begging him not
to summon him to the army any sooner than was absolutely
necessary, as he greatly needed rest and further treatment.
‘You yourself know that I am not accustomed to write in this
way, but God sees how little strength I have, and without health
and strength it is impossible to be of service. But if for five or
six weeks from this time I can stay here and take medicine, I
then hope, with God’s aid, to come to you well. If it is abso-
lntely necessary for me to come, be good enough to have relays
placed, for you can judge of the proper time better than I can
here.’

In the midst of his weakness from fever and medicine, in
the midst of his anxieties about the conduct of the war and the
suppression of the revolt on the Don, Peter was cheered by the
presence of his family. His sister Natalia, his half-sisters Mary
and Theodosia, his sister-in-law, the widowed Tsar{tsa Prascovia,
with her three daughters, for whom he had always a sincere
affection, all came to visit him at St. Petersburg. He was
able to meet them at Schliisselburg in April, and had the pleas-
ure of showing them his new town, his fleet, and his conquests,
for they remained for more than two months in St. Petersburg ;
they went to Cronstadt and were entertained on board ship, and
they accompanied him to Kopoérié, Yamburg, and Narva, where
they celebrated his name’s-day. That feast was clouded by the
death of his little daunghter Catherine; but a great object had
been attained—his sisters had made the official acquaintance of
Catherine as his wife. Their visit at this time showed the con-
fidence of the Tsar in the safety of St. Petersburg. Meanwhile,
the Tsarévitch Alexis was at Moscow in charge of the fortifica-
tions, and, by his indifference and his lack of energy, was caus-
ing anxiety to his father. To his confessor he had even ex-
pressed doubts as to the utility of these fortifications, and had
said that ‘if the Tsar’s army could not hold back the Swedes,
Moscow would not stop them.” The intercession of Catherine
was necessary to avert Peter’s anger, which the secret inter-
views of Alexis with his mother had greatly increased.

On June 17 Charles finally broke up his quarters at Radosh-
kovitchi, and on the 29th was on the banks of the river Bere-
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zina. A part of the Russian army was drawn up at Borfsof ;'
but Charles, leaving a few regiments under Colonel Sparre to
make a feint, marched through the woods and morasses, and
crossed with safety considerably lower down. Sheremétief
and Menshikof resolved to dispute the passage of the Swedes
over the little river of Bibitch (Wabis), at the little town of
Golé6ftchin (Holowezyn), known in old Russian history for the
victory of Prince Yaropolk over Prince Vseslav of Polotsk,
where marshes and ponds gave them a strong position. Unfor-
tunately, they posted their left wing, commanded by Prince
Répnin, at a considerable distance from the rest of the army, in
such a way that their own communications were exceedingly
difficult on account of the marshes. Charles, having placed his
cannon in a commanding position the night before, on the
morning of the 15th, covered by the artillery fire and a fog,
crossed the river and the swamp in the face of the enemy, at-
tacked the wing commanded by Prince Répnin, and after a se-
vere contest of several hours, in which the Swedes used chiefly
their bayonets, as their powder was wet, compelled the Russians
gradually to retire into the forests. The cavalry under Goltz,
which supported Répnin, had also a sharp fight with the King's
drabants and body-guard; but the main body, under Sheremé-
tief, was unable to reach them in time, and the whole army re-
treated to the Dniéper, and took positions at Mohiléf, Sklof, and
Kopos. The Swedish loss amounted to 260 dead (including
General von Wrangel), and 1,220 wounded; the Russian to
119 killed, and 617 wounded.

It was a Swedish victory, but although the Russians had re-
tired, they had gained one of their ends—that of weakening the
Swedish forces, and when Peter, who was already on his way to
the army, received the first news of the battle, and believed that
a third of his troops had supported for some time the Swedish
onset and had retired in good order, he was well satisfied.
‘When he.came to learn the details, he was angry over the bad
conduct of some of Répnin’s troops, especially of a new regi-
ment, and, in spite of Répnin's protest, ordered a strict investi-
gation, and the punishment of all offenders against good disci-

1 Where Napoleon crossed, on November 17, 1812,
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pline. The Swedes, on the contrary, spoke well of the behaviour
of Répnin's men ; the greatest fault of the Russians lay in the
bad disposition of their troops. Charles considered this battle
one of the best of his exploits, but it was the last. Ilere his
star began to pale.

Four days after the battle of Goléftchin, it was decided at a

council of war not to attempt to defend Mohiléf, but to abandon
it to the enemy, and to concentrate at Gorki, north-east of Mo-
hiléf, on the other side of the Dniéper, thus protecting the
road to Smolénsk and Moscow. Charles occupied Mohiléf, and
found there a sufficient amount of provisions to keep his troops
for some time, while waiting the arrival of Lewenhaupt with
11,000 men and a train of necessary stores, provisions, and ar-
tillery. He also waited for the breaking out of the insurrection
in the Ukraine. He was, however, too impatient to wait long,
and crossed the Dniéper on August 16, and marched toward Tchi-
rikof, on the river Sozh. The light Russian cavalry hovered
about the Swedish advance, capturing and killing stragglers and
destroying the roads and bridges. The swnmer was unusually
rainy, the Swedes suffered much from the want of tents, and the
provisions ran short, so that the soldiers were obliged to collect
the grain from the fields and bruise it between stones. Dis-
ease was the consequence of the bad food and the bad weather,
and there were no medicines. The Swedish soldiers said : ‘We
have only three physicians—Doctor Brandy, Doctor Garlic, and
Doctor Death.” Peter and the main body of the Russian troops
moved from Gérki to Mstislavl, and Charles, getting tired of
skirmishes, turned northward toward Mstisldvl, and met the
Russians at Débry on September 9.

This time the Russians, under Prince Michael Golitsyn and
General Pflug, began the attack, and, after a two hours’ hard
fight, when the Swedes were reinforced, they retired in good
order, having captured six Swedish standards. The Swedish
loss in this sharply contested fight was 261 killed and 750
wounded. The Russians lost 210 and about 1,200 wounded.'
Golitsyn received the order of St. Andrew for his bravery, and

! This battle is also called that of Malatitcha (Malatycza) or Tchérnaya
Napa, from a little stream flowing through the moor where it was fought.

..
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Peter wrote to Apréxin: ‘I solemnly assure you that since I
began to serve I have never seen such fire or such orderly con-
duct on the part of our soldiers (God grant it so in future as
welll), and the Swedish king himself has not seen such an ac-
tion in the course of this war. O God, do not take away Thy
mercy from us for the future !’

After the affair of Débry, the Russians retreated northward,
burning, as they passed, the town of Mstislivl. Charles fol-
lowed them as far as the Russian frontier at Tatarsk, which he
marched along for some distance without crossing. On one oc-
casion heran great danger, in a sharp skirmish with the Russian
cavalry. Charles had not believed that the same system of de-
fence by devastating the country would be pursued in the Rus-
sian provinces, and had thought that, however he might treat
Poland, the Tsar would not be indifferent to the sufferings and
loss of his own subjects. But the Swedes now saw nothing but
the flames and smoke of burning Russian villages, and news came
that a whole forest had been hewn down, to obstruct the roads
leading to Smolensk. Charles did what for him was unusual,
—he asked for advice. In a council of war, Piper urged the im-
perative necessity of the junction with Lewenhaupt, who mlght.
be attacked and beaten by the Russians and lose his provisions.
But considerations of prudence yielded to the hopes Charles had
of his being joined by 20,000 Cossacks under Mazeppa; and,
refusing to go back or to wait, he burned his superfluous bag-
gage, and, on September 26, began his march southward, thus
sacrificing Lewenhaupt, who was then on the Dniéper, near
Sklof, only sixty miles away in a direct line, and who could have
been met by a march of three days.

The idea of marching into the Ukraine had long been in the
mind of Charles. He had let the proper time for a favourable
peace go by. He had refused, from arrogance, to take the
northern road to Livonia; he now found the eastern one to
Smolénsk and Moscow difficult, if not impracticable; the south-
ern road remained. He felt the need of allies, and counted on
rebellions and insurrections. He expected, too, a strong diver-
sion to be made on the northern frontier by General Lybecker

When Lewenhaupt left the King's head-quarters, early in
May, he had instructions to get ready all the men he could nus-
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ter—about 11,000—a train of artillery and ammunition, stores
and provisions enough to last his own men for twelve weeks,
and the whole army for six weeks. The further order of the
King, that he should start at the beginning of June and march
to the Berezina, reached him so late that with all his diligence
it was impossible for him to set out before July. The constant
rains made the roads bad, the great train of waggons impeded
him, and he arrived at Sklof on September 28, just in time to
receive a courier who had left the King’s army only twenty-
four hours before, with orders (which, however, had been kept
back for two days before being sent) to cross the Dniéper and
the Sozh and march to Starodib in the Ukraine. Lewen-
haupt felt as though these orders were his death-blow, for be-
tween the Dniéper and the Sozh stood the whole Russian army.
He would have preferred to keep on the western bank of the
Dniéper, thus protected against the Russians, until a favourable
opportunity came for joining the main army. He suspected
ill-weill or treachery at head-quarters in the delay attending his
oders. Crossing the Dniéper at Sklof, keeping as far as he
coald from the Russians, and disseminating false reports of his
whereabouts, after a march of seven days, impeded by bad roads
ad broken bridges, he arrived at Liésna, a few miles from Pro-
poisk,and in oneday more would have crossed the Sozh and have
been comparatively safe. But on October 9 he was attacked
by the Russians, who had followed him for several days, and
on  the previous afternoon had succeeded in outflanking him.
Al e could do was to send the greater part of the train on to
Propéisk with a guard, and to prepare to fight. A fierce battle
ensued, which lasted the whole afternoon, with no actual result,
for both sides maintained their ground. When night came on,
Le~wwenhaupt buried his artillery, burned the waggons which
were still with him, used the horses for mounting his infantry,
il pressed on to Propoisk. The trains sent thither had got
Into confusion, and as it was impossible to get them over the
Sozh, on account of the destruction of the bridges, they also
were burned, and Lewenhanpt was obliged, with the remains of
his ammy, to follow the river until he found a ford. Ile finally
succeeded in joining a portion of Charles’s army, on October
21. The Russians, who had 14,000 men engaged, lost 1,100
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killed and 2,856 wounded, while Lewenhaupt succeeded in
bringing to Charles only about 6,000 men, out of the 11,000
with which he started from Riga. Over 3,000 had been
taken prisoners; the remainder had died or had deserted ; the
stores, medicine, and ammunition, -of which the Swedes had
so much need, had been lost, and forty-four standards and
seventeen guns had been captured. Charles had never appre-
ciated rightly the military qualities of Lewenhaupt, and al-
though he received him well on his arrival, he soon manifested
a coolness toward him, gave him no command, and did not
again during the campaign make use of his great experience.
Perhaps the greatest effect of this battle was that it dispirited
the Swedes and destroyed their self-confidence, and raised the
hopes of the Russians, who believed that Lewenhaupt had a
force superior in numbers to their own. Peter wrote: ¢ This
victory may be called our first, for we have never had such a
one over regular troops. In very truth, it was the cause of all
the subsequent good fortune of Russia, for it was the first proof
of our soldiers, and it put hearts into our men, and was the
mother of the battle of Poltava.’

To add to their misfortunes, the Swedes met thh a great
disaster in the north. Charles had relied on his great fleet to
destroy that of the Tsar, and aid General Lybecker in an attack
on Cronstadt and St. Petersburg. But the fleet could not be
equipped, as, after raising and supplying the forces of Lybecker
and Lewenhaupt, there was no money in the Swedish treasury,
Only a small division, under Admiral Anckarstjerna, took the
sea, but even that was detained by contrary winds at Reval,
and was too weak to attack the Russian fleet, which was master
of the Finnish Gulf. Admiral Count Botsis captured many
small Swedish vessels, and landed a force of troops in Finland,
who took Borga and burned the vessels in the port. Lybecker
was a man of very moderate capacities, who, for fully twenty
vears, had served as lievtenant. His personal bravery at the
battle of Klissow, in 1703, pleased Charles, who advanced him
far beyond his deserts, until he became major-general, baron,
and commander-in-chief of the whole army in Finland. This
army, consisting of 14,000 men, was not ready to take the field
until the early part of September, and even then, though well
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armed and equipped, had provisions only for some days. In
spite of strong opposition, he succeeded in crossing the Neva,
but did not dare attack St. Petersburg, which was too well for-
tified. Although it was only a week since he had left Viborg,
his provisions were exhausted, and his troops were obliged to
kill their horses for food. Partly through the misconduct of
his own men, he was repulsed from the little fort of Ingris-
Amund, and he then advanced aimlessly into Ingria, which the
Russians laid waste before him, and finally succeeded in taking
the small fortress of Koporié, where he found some provisions.
Deceived by a false letter of Apréxin, wherein was mention
of 40,000 men for the defence of St. Petersburg, Lybecker
made for the sea-coast near Narva, and persuaded Admiral
dnckarstjerna to take his troops across to Viborg. He was
forced to kill or hamstring 6,000 horses, to burn his heavy
, and, on account of bad weather, to leave behind about
%0 men, who defended themselves valiantly until nearly all
Were killed. The total loss of the Swedes in this undertaking
Was over 3,000 men, besides the horses and war material.

But just when the news of this victory, together with the
defeat of Lewenhaupt at Liésna, had inspired Peter with the
greatest confidence, he suddenly heard of the treachery of Ma-
Zeppa.’ .

' Soloviéf, xv.; Fryxell, i, il ; Ustridlof, iv. ; Golikof, iii., iv.; Sarauw.



LIV.
MAZEPPA'S TREACHERY.

Ivax StePANovITCE MAZEPPA, the son of a petty nobleman of
the orthodox faith from the western part of Little Russia, was
born about 1645. The family was known in the country, and
in 1597 one of his ancestors had, together with the unfortunate
Hetman Nalivdiko, been roasted alive by the Poles. A hand-
some youth, well educated in a Jesuit school, he was appointed
page at the court of King Jan Casimir. Although the victories
of the Cossacks had compelled the Poles to make a few conces-
sions to the Little Russians, yet Catholic fanaticism was ram-
pant, and the comrades of Mazeppa taunted him so often about
his religion and his nationality that one day he impatiently
drew his sword. Such an act in the royal palace was a capital
offence, but the King, taking into account the circumstances of
the case, merely exiled Mazeppa from the court. He withdrew
to his mother’s estate in Volynia, where he became engaged in
an intrigue with the wife of a neighbouring nobleman, Falbow-
ski. On one of his visits he was waylaid by the injured hus-
band, was ignominiously stripped and bound to his horse. The
spirited animal, frightened by the cuts of a whip and the firing
of a pistol close to his ear, rushed furiously through woods and
thickets, and brought his master home so torn and bleeding
that he was hardly recognisable. TUnable to meet his equals
after such an adventure, Mazeppa sought a refuge among the Cos-
sacks, where he took service first under the Hetman Tétera and
subsequently under Doroshénko. As in addition to Polish and
Russian he knew Geerman and Latin, he soon rose to the import-
ant position of Secretary-General, and in 1674 was sent to the
Cossacks of the Russian side of the Dniéper with a proposition
of Doroshénko for annexation. Doroshénko afterwards sent
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Jaim to Constantinople to ask the aid of the Sultan, but he was
<aptured by .the Atamén of the Zaporovian Cossacks, who sent
Iaim to Moscow. The boyar Matvéief had charge of the exam-
Anation, and was pleased with the bearing of Mazeppa, who
yorofessed himself favourably disposed to Russia, and tried to
<xculpate Doroshénko. He was released, presented to the
"Tsar, and sent back with friendly messages. He preferred,
Thowever, to remain with the Hetman Samoflovitch, and re-
«eived permission to live in the Russian Ukraine. Samoilovitch
<onfided to him the education of his children, and soon raised
‘him to the dignity of Yesaul General, the next rank after that
of Hetman. Ile was frequently sent to Moscow on commis-
sions, and while there succeeded in ingratiating himself with
Prince Basil Golitsyn, who was at that time all powerful. Go-
litsyn and Matvéief, both of whom had respect for the educa-
tion given in Poland and Little Russia, so far superior to that
of Moscow, were captivated by Mazeppa’s intelligence and man-
ners. When Samoilovitch became the scapegoat of the unfor-
tunate Crimean campaign in 1687, and was deposed, Golitsyn
made Mazeppa his successor.’

Mazeppa continued his friendly relations with Golitsyn, and
at the time of the overthrow of Sophia had just arrived at
Moscow for the purpose of presenting himself personally to the
Government. As we have alrcady related, he succeeded in
clearing himself of any complicity with Sophia, and in ingra-
tiating himself with Peter.” Political necessities demanded
Mazeppa’s retention as Hetman, and the charm of his manners
and the apparent simplicity and openness of his character in-
spired Peter with a confidence in him that remained unshaken
in spite of rumours and accusations, until he actually went over
to the Swedish camp.

It is in the sixteenth century that we must fix the rise of the
Cossacks as a class. In the middle of that century they made
their appearance on the outskirts of Russia in most opposite
localities: on the confines of Poland, on the Don and the
southern border, and on the extreme east. They were at first
nothing but the vagabonds and men not bound to the soil by

1 See Vol. 1., p. 169. * Ibid., p. 190.
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the fixed ties of serf labour, such as were to be found in every
village. Following the Russian proverb, “ The fish seeks where
it is deepest and the man where it is best,” they made their
way to the confines of the empire to get rid of compulsory work
for the lords of the soil and to be free in the widest sense of
the term. The word Cossack, or Kazdk, is of Tartar origin,
meaning, first, a free, homeless vagabond, and then one of the
partisans and guerilla warriors formed out of such vagabonds.
This signification of the name was never quite lost, and even
when the Cossacks were preéminently the military colonies and
brotherhoods on the frontiers, their name was in popular
parlance given ‘to robber bands." The Cossacks were a charac-
teristic manifestation of the time—a national protest against the
governmental forms which did not satisfy the Russian ideal.
The ideal of the Cossacks was full personal freedom, uncon-
ditional possession of the soil, an elective government, popular
justice administered by themselves, complete equality between
the members of the society, contempt of all privileges of rank
or birth, and mutual defence against external enemies. The
neighbourhood of the Tartars and of the other hostile tribes
compelled the Cossacks to preserve a military organisation.
The fact that their enemies were non-Christian only increased
their own love of religion and orthodoxy. That they themselves
were discontented with the form of government in Russia
made them always more or less hostile and suspicious of the
central administration, even where they admitted its authority.

The development of the Cossacks in Little Russia—in what
was called the Ukraine or borderland—was chiefly due to Dash-
kovitch and Landskoronski, Starosts or chiefs of towns in that
region, who formed the inhabitants into a military class always
ready to repulse the Tartar incursions. The successor of Dash-
kovitch, the enterprising Dimitri Wisniowiecki, received all
volunteers who came to him, grew famous by the heroic vic-
tories of his Cossacks over the Crim Tartars, and became almost
independent of the Polish crown. His plans for destroying the
Crim Tartars failed through the obstinacy of the Tsar Ivan the
Terrible. In 1563 the Cossacks had almost conquered Moldavia,

! Such bands of robbers always gave themselves a Coesack organisation,
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when Wisniowiecki was treacherously captured by the Turks,
tortared and killed. :

The abundance of fish and wild animals below the long and

dangerous cataracts of the Dniéper, which made navigation
imnpossible, had early led many adventurers to settle themselves
there in half military wise. Sitcha or Setch, which these
Zaporovians (so called from their living za pordghs, beyond the
<ataracts) built on an island of the Dniéper, served at first sim-
Ply as a refuge ; but the peculiar rules of the brotherhood, for
such it must be called, which made orthodoxy and celibacy obli-
gatory, which forbade the presence of women in the settlement,
which imposed severe tests on the candidate for initiation, and
which put a premium on bravery and endurance, all tended to
excite a martial spirit. During the first one hundred and fifty
years of their existence the 'Zaporovians numbered scarcely
more than three thousand, but at the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury Setch could boast as many as twenty or thirty thousand
braves.

In this way the Cossacks divided into two branches, those
of the towns, or of the Ukraine, who on account of their settled
habitations were obliged to recognise the Polish authority, and
the Zaporovians, who, although they owed a nominal allegiance
to the Hetman of Little Russia, were practically independent,
siding sometimes with the Turks, sometimes with the Tartars,
and sometimes with their own countrymen. A close bond of
union was nevertheless kept up between them, and many of the
younger, braver and more restless from the Ukraine would go
to Setch to pass a few years or their whole life among the
Zaporovians.

The Polish nobles did much to extend the Cossacks, not
foreseeing what dangerous results would follow for Poland.
They themselves were Cossack leaders, and took them on their
expeditions, and even the Polish kings used their services.
Stephen Batori registered the Cossacks, put them under the
command of a Hetman, and divided them into six regiments.
The registered Cossacks, who had the freehold of their lands
and paid no taxes, were 6,000 in number, and the Govern-
ment refused to recognise any others. This did not suit the
popular view. All the common people sought to be Cossacks
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or freemen, and one method of obtaining this object was by
running away to Sitcha. The Polish serf was in every sense
of the word a slave, so entirely was he in the power of his lord.
Where, as in the Ukraine, his lord was generally of an alien
race and of another religion, his fate seemed doubly hard.
When, therefore, he saw in his immediate neighbourhood a
free and independent class of his countrymen, he naturally
tried to join them and get for himself the same rights. The
runaway peasant, on returning from the Zaporovians, no longer
wished to obey his lord, but claimed a right to the land on
which he had lived and worked, and to be considered in every
way as & Cossack. The proprietors caught such runaways
when they could, and even put them to death. If persecuted
in their former homes, there were always other lords who, for
the sake of their service, were glad to give them protection and
land. But on the slightest provocation they were as willing to
treat their new protector in the same way as their former lord.
The registered Cossacks showed no desire to limit their class,
and in this way the actual number of Cossacks greatly exceed-
ed the legal number. The lists were inspected from time to
time, and such newcomers were stricken off ; they then collected
themselves into bands, elected their Hetmans, and continued
to call themselves Cossacks, and although legally they were
considered mere marauders, yet the nobles at times used them
in their wars with Muscovy, Sweden and Turkey.'

The tendency of the people to become Cossacks received a
religious colouring, and in their own eyes a moral consecration.
After the union of the orthodox with the Catholic Church in
Lithuania and Poland, the Russian proprietors rapidly went
over to Catholicism, losing at the same time their nationality
and becoming Poles in feeling. The townspeople and serfs
accepted the union only on compulsion, and did not become ac-
customed to it for generations. In the Ukraine, where the
people were bolder and less submissive, the Union made little
progress. The registered Cossacks, not fearing the landed pro-
prietors, refused to receive it. The self-styled Cossacks hated

1 In 1646 over 2,000 Cossacks went to France and served in the siege of
Dunkirk.
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it still more, as one of the marks of the hated rule of the lords.
In this way the orthodox religion became for the Russians of
the Ukraine an ensign of freedom and opposition to the nobility.

The concurrent testimony of all contemporary writers shows
that at the end of the fifteenth and the beginning of the six-
teenth centuries, the poor peasants of this region were reduced
to a most miserable condition by the tyranny of their masters.
Nevertheless, nothing is said to have weighed so much upon
themn as the power of the Jews. The proprietors had fre-
quently mortgaged their lands to Jews, or employed them as
stewards and overseers with full powers of lordly rule. In ad-
dition to all the more common kinds of exaction and tyranny,
these Jewish overseers profited by the fact that the village
churches were the property of the master, and imposed taxes
on baptisms, marriages, and funerals, and every religious ser-
vice. The complaints of the peasantry against Jewish rule and
exactions are handed down to this day in popular songs, and
the traditions of three centuries undoubtedly have an influence
on popular feeling still in those regions.

‘With the impulse given by the Zaporovians rebellion suc-
ceeded to rebellion, accompanied on both sides by the most
frightful barbarities. The Cossacks of the Ukraine turned
their eyes to Moscow, the head of orthodoxy. Finally, under
the lead of Bogdan Khmelnitzky, they succeeded in becoming
de facto independent of Poland, and put themselves under the
protection of the Tsar. This was in 1654.

‘With time, with circumstances, with the increase of wealth,
and with the tendency to a more settled life, great changes had
taken place in Little Russia. There had come into existence a
land-owning class and a class of peasants who cultivated the
great estates, whose interests were opposed to those of the gen-
uine Cossacks, the adventurous fighting class. The Cossacks,
supported and aided by the Zaporovians, envied the rich and
the powerful, wished to break up the great estates, and to rein-
troduce the primitive democratic equality. The colonels and
leaders, many of whom had managed to get hold of large
estates when the Polish landlords had been driven out, chafed
at their subjection to the Iletman, but at the same time wished
to be independent of the Cossacks of the army. They, there-

Vou. II.—-7
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fore, willingly assisted the Russians in registering the Cossacks,
and thus prevented their increasing beyond & fixed number, so
as to keep as many workmen as possible on their estates. The

try suffered from the exactions both of the landowners
and of the fighting Cossacks, but sympathised rather with the
latter. They all wished to leave their own condition of life
and become free Cossacks. The townspeople leaned towards
any strong government that would protect them. Some were
for the Poles and some for the Russians. Mazeppa, with his
Polish education and habits, naturally inclined to the side of
the proprietors as against the purely military element, and in
doing s0 not only carried out the views of the Moscow Gov-
ernment, but obtained support from it, and was able to bring
in additional Streltsi and troops for his protection. He thus
succeeded in maintaining his rule without any open outbreak ;
but, nevertheless, during the whole time of his Hetmanship
Little Russia was in a continual state of ferment. The bonds
which then united Little Russia to Moscow were not of the
strongest. The Little Russians, though possessing strong relig-
ious sympathies—for their attachment to the orthodox Church
was as strong as ever—had not yet come to look upon the
- “Moscols,” as they called them, as their own countrymen. Con-
siderable autonomy still existed, and the general desire was for
independence. The Russian protection had been accepted sim-
ply as a means of being secure from the Polish yoke; but none
of the Ietmans since the union with Russia had ever been un-
willing to coquet with Poles, Tartars, and Turks when there had
seemed a chance of freeing themselves from Russian suprem-
acy without coming under the strict rule of another country.
The Russian union had brought its disadvantages as well as its
advantages. Taxes had increased, fortifications had been
erected on Cossack territory, Russmn troops occupied portions
of the country, and the military autonomy of the land had
been infringed.

It seemed impossible for a Hetman to retain long his poj 1-
larity with the democratic Cossacks. He was always accused
of yielding too much to the Russians, and at the same time
there were constant intrigues for his place. Personal and po-
litical animosities sometimes took the form of denunciations at
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Moscow. Vygofsky and Bruchovétsky, in spite of accusations,
had been trusted by the Moscow Government, and both had
betrayed it. Mnogogriéshny had fallen the victim of his de-
nunciations, and Samoilovitch, the only Hetman who was tho-
roughly devoted to Russian interests, had been sacrificed to save
Golitsyn’s reputation. '

Mazeppa succeeded, as we have said, in retaining the confi-
dence of the Tsar. Little credence was given to the accusa-
tions frequently brought against him of treason and of secret
correspondence with the Poles. Even as early as 1689 Mazeppa
had been accused of correspondence with King Jan Sobieski
for the reunion of Little Russia with Poland. There was cer-
tainly a correspondence of some sort, but some of the letters
were forged, and Mazeppa sent to Moscow those which he re-
ceived trom Szumlianski, Bishop of Lemberg. The persons
implicated were surrendered to him for punishment, and through
this he succeeded in getting some of his worst enemies sent to
Siberia, and the number of Russian troops increased.” In 1691
Petrik, a hot-headed and active Cossack connected by marriage
with Kotchubéy, the Secretary-General of the C'ossacks, fled to
the Zaporovians, and afterwards to the Khan of the Crim Tar-
tars, carrying with him some important papers. Ile endea-
voured to do what Khmelnitzky had done before him, raise the
Zaporovians and bring the Tartars into the Ukraine, promising
to free the Little Russians and to exterminate the Jews and all
the nobility and rich people. The Jews were in special disfa-
vour, partly as usurers and money-lenders, and partly as farmers
of the liquor traffic. Mazeppa sent rich presents and great prom-
ires to the Zaporovians, and Petrik, when he raised the stand-
ard of insurrection, could enlist under it only some of the
more headstrong Cossacks and a very few Tartars. lle was
repulsed without difficulty, and Mazeppa earned the gratitude
of Moscow, to which he had a still greater right on account of
his action with regard to spirit-farming. The farming of the
liquor traffic was suspended for a year on trial, and taxes were
imposed to meet the necessary deficiencies in the revenue. At
the end of this time the population was glad enough to return

1 See Vol. L., p. 241,
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to the old system. Indirect taxes seemed to press on them so
much more lightly than direct imposts.

A more dangerous rival and enemy of Mazeppa was Semen
Paléi. - After the death of Doroshénko, the population of the
right bank of the Dniéper had been transferred to the Russian
side, and by the treaty between Russia and Poland this region
was to be left waste and uninhabited. The Poles very soon
thought that it would be to their benefit to re-establish Cos-
sacks in this region. No sooner had they done so than the
Cossacks showed their natural tendency of opposing everything
that was Polish and aristocratic. Paléi led this sentiment, and
used his influence to separate from Poland and to join the rest
of Little Russia under Muscovite protection. This he endea-
voured to do through the mediation of Mazeppa; but the Rus-
sian authorities had no wish to quarrel with Poland, and refused
these offers. The Poles and Cossacks fought against each
other with all the barbarity of indiscriminate slanghter and
hideous executions which marked the warfare of that region
and that day. Paléi and his comrade Samus were driven out
of some of their strongholds, but still kept possession of the
town and province of Bié¢laya Tsérkof. Mention has already
been made of the efforts of the Poles to regain possession of
this province. Paléi was again and again summoned by Russia
to submit to the Poles, and was urged to go first to the
Zaporovians and then come to Russia, but he obstinately re-
fused. Mazeppa finally crossed the Dniéper, enticed Paléi into
his camp, took him prisoner, and gave him up to the Russians,
who sent him to Siberia. Mazeppa had a difficult part to play,
for his own subjects all sympathised with Paléi and the rebel-
lious Cossacks of the other side, and he had himself befriended
Paléi, and had indeed always advised the Tsar to accept his
offers of submission, and occupy this country which had been
ceded to Poland. His action, therefore, in arresting Paléi was
viewed with great satisfaction by Peter. It was another proof
of his unswerving loyalty, which was further shown in 1705,
when, on receiving a letter from King Stanislas, he at once
sent it to the Tsar with complaints that his enemies should thus
for the fourth time dishonour him by their suspicions that he
could be unfaithful to Russia.
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It was not long before Mazeppa was again denounced, this
time by a domestic enemy, the Judge-General Kotchubéy, with
whom there had been a family quarrel. Kotchubéy had two
daughters—Anna, the widow of Mazeppa's nephew, and Ma-
tréna, who was his godchild. Mazeppa was then a widower,
and made proposals of marriage to Matréna, who was desper-
ately in love with him. As such a marriage was against the
laws of the Church, Kotchubéy opposed it, and his wife began
to treat the girl so harshly that she found it impossible to live
longer at home, ran away, and took refuge with Mazeppa.
‘Wishing to avoid scandal, the Hetman sent her back to her
father, as he afterwards wrote to her: ¢ Although I love no one
on earth as much as you, and it would have been for me a hap-
piness and joy to have had you come and live with me, I fore-
saw what the end of it might be, especially with such opposi-
tion and hatred on the part of your relatives. There would
have been condemnation by the Church because we lived to-
gether ; and what should I then have done with you? I should
have been very sorry if you had had cause to complain of me
afterwards.” Matréna’s situation on returning home was still
worse than before, and she kept up a secret correspondence
with Mazeppa, whose love letters are interesting and curious.
‘While assuring her of his love, he advised her as a last resource
to take the veil in a convent. Kotchubéy and his wife noised
their troubles abroad, and finally, in reply to his accusations
and complaints, Mazeppa wrote: ‘Pan Kotchubéy: you write
to tell about a heart’s grief of yours, but you might better com-
plain of your proud grandiloquent wife, whom, as I see, you
will not or cannot control. She, and no one else, is the cause
of your grief, if you have any. St. Barbara ran away from her
father, not to the house of the Hetman, but to the woods, to
shepherds, and to steep rocks, on account of her fear. You
will never be free from your grief, and settled in prosperity, as
long as you do not drive out of your heart that rebellious spirit
of yours, which is not in you so much by nature as inspired by
your wife. And if any misfortune has happened to you or to
your house, you should complain only of the accursed pride and
haughtiness of yourself and your wife. For sixteen years have
I passed over your offences, many though they were and grievous
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and worthy of death, but, as I see, my patience and goodness
have been all to no end. In your pasquiling letter yon speak
of an error, but I know and understand nothing except that
you yourself fall into error when you listen to your wife. As is
said in the proverb: “When the tail rules the head goes
wrong.” > To Matréna he intimated that he would long ago
have punished Kotchubéy but for her sake.

Kotchubéy in revenge resolved to accuse Mazeppa of treason.
A monk whom he sent to Moscow for that purpose was arrested
and examined, but, as he could adduce no facts, the matter was
not pursued further. Kotchubéy then obtained the aid of his
brother-in-law Iskra, the Colonel of Poltiva, who denounced
Mazeppa to the Russian Colonel Osipof, commanding at
Akhtyrka. The official reports reached the Tsar towards the
end of March, 1708, and he at once wrote to Mazeppa to ex-
press his entire disbelief in the whole story, as he was sure it
was a machination of his enemies. Meanwhile, Kotchubéy had
sent another denunciation to Moscow, and of this Peter also in-
formed the Hetman. At Mazeppa’s request, Kotchubéy, Iskra,
and Osipof, with several others, were arrested and taken to
Vitébsk, where Kotchubéy, in a long document containing
thirty-three points, accused Mazeppa of negotiations with the
Swedes, and of treason against the Tsar. Annexed to this ac-
cusation was a patriotic ballad written by Mazeppa.! Neither
this ballad nor any of the points of accusation stood the slight-
est examination, and, on the application of the usual torture,
Kotchubéy admitted that his accusation was false, and dictated
by his desire for revenge. The Tsar thereupon sent Kotchubéy
and Iskra to Mazeppa, and early in the morning of July 23
they were heheaded in the presence of the whole army of Cos-
sacks and of Little Russians. Their property was confiscated.

Although the specific denunciations of Kotchubéy were false
and unsupported by proof, yet during this whole time Mazeppa
was engaged in secret correspondence with the Swedes.

1 This ballad, of the kind called dume in Little Russia, written in short
trochaic lines, deplores the unhappy condition of Mother Ukraine, whose sons
are divided by their own passions, and who suffers now from the Pole and now
from the Russian. It exhorts the Little Russians to union, to the defence of
the country and of the faith.
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The Cossacks sent to the war had never been of great ser-
vice, and had always got into difficulties with the Russian
officers. Their complaints were loud and frequent, and in 1705,
when the two Cossack regiments were with the Russian troops
near Grodno, Mazeppa received a long letter from Gorlenko,
their commander, complaining of the rudeness and insults of
the Russians, and of an order that was said to be issued sending
the Cossack regiments to Prussia to study the art of war and to
be turned into regular dragoons. On reading this letter, Ma-
zeppa, in a fit of natural indignation, said to his trusty secretary,
Orlik : ¢ What good can we hope for in return for our faithful
services? Another man in my place would not have been such
a fool as to have refused the offers of Stanislas’ Not long
after this Mazeppa accepted an invitation from Prince Wisnio-
wiecki to be godfather to his daughter. There he met and
became intimate with the Princess Dolska, the mother of his
host. The confidential conversations at the christening—con-
versations from which politics were not excluded—brought
about a correspondence in cipher. In some of the letters of the
Princess there were allusions of such a nature that Mazeppa
found it uecessary to explain them to Orlik. When in one let-
ter she urged him to begin what he intended, and assured him
that all his wishes would be granted, and that he would soon
have the support of the whole Swedish army, Mazeppa affected
great indignation at the idea of an old woman thinking she
could snare such ¢a wily old bird’ as he was, and exclaimed at
the folly it would be for him under the present circumstances
to abandon the living for the sake of the dead, and leave one
shore without being able to reach the other. Ile ordered Orlik
to reply: ‘I beg you to stop this correspondence, which can
ruin me in life, honour, and substance. Do not hope or imagine
that in iy old age I can act disloyally to the Tsar." For a long
time there were no letters, but finally the Princess spread a
snare which caught the ¢ wily old bird” She wrote from Lem-
berg that she had been at another christening, and had sat at
dinner between Sheremétief and Ronne, who had let her under-
stand that Menshikéf was digging a pit for him, in order to
be elected Hetman in his stead. At this Mazeppa lost control
of himself, and began to recount all the indignities which he
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and the Cossacks had suffered since the war began, and espe-
cially his personal difficulties with Menshiko6f, and the hints he
had so often had that the Russians intended to turn the
Ukraine into a regular Russian province, and try to satisfy him
with the title of Prince. He answered the Princess, with thanks
for her friendship and her warning. While at Kfef in 1707
Mazeppa received another letter from King Stanislas, enclosed
in one from his friend. He was startled, and let it fall from
his hands, and exclaiming, ¢Oh, cursed old woman, you will
ruin me!’ sat for a long while in deep thought. Then turning
to Orlik, he said: ‘I am struggling in my mind whether to
send this letter to the Tsar or not. Let us advise about it to-
morrow, and meanwhile you go home and pray to God. Per-
haps your prayers will avail more than mine, because you live
in more Christian wise. God knows that I am doing nothing
for myself, but only for all of you and your wives and children.’
Going home and getting some money, though it was late at
night, Orlik went to the monasteries and distributed alms to the
monks, nuns, and poor people who were sleeping in the out-
buildings. He got at first nothing but curses for his kindness;
they took him for a thief. When Orlik returned the next
morning Mazeppa was holding in his hand a bit of the true
Cross, and exclaimed : ‘I protest before the all-seeing God that
not for my private profit, nor for higher honours, nor for greater
riches, nor for any other aims of mine, but for all of you, for
your wives and children, for the general good of our poor
mother country the Ukraine, of the Zaporovian army and of
the Little Russian people, and for the increase and extension of
the rights and liberties of the army, I wish by the aid of God
to act so that you shall not be ruined either by Moscow or by
Sweden.” Then kissing the Cross, he swore Orlik to secrecy,
and dictated an answer to Stanislas, giving various reasons why
he could not obey his commands, but promising at the same
time to do nothing which would be harmful to his interests or
to those of the Swedes.

Mazeppa’s plan had been to preserve as far as possible his
neutrality, making excuses for not taking actively the part of
the Russians, and not espousing the side of the Swedes, until he
saw that Charles was sure to win. Ile had reckoned that the
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Swedish invasion would be turnéd towards the north and
towards Moscow. Now, when he discovered that the march of
Charles was towards Little Russia, his combinations were all
disturbed. He must take sides either with the Russians or the
Swedes, and in any case there was danger that the Ukraine
would be the battle-field, and that the Cossacks would be ground
to pieces between the millstones. On ascertaining the move-
ments of the Swedes, Peter had ordered Mazeppa to send a
force of Cossacks to fall on the rear of the Swedes, and sug-
gested that it would be well for their Hetman to take command
of this force in person. Mazeppa excused himself on the
ground of his gout and frightful pains which prevented him
from riding. He was very successful in feigning illness, and
not unfrequently, for reasons of his own, covered himself with
‘plasters and passed whole days in bed. The belief in his feeble
health made his rivals prefer waiting to plotting. At the same
time he informed the Tsar of the immmediate danger which
might arise if he left the country, as it was in the most un-
settled condition. There was no one he could leave behind
of whom he felt sure. As Peter feared the effect in Little Rus-
sia of the Swedish proclamations, he allowed Mazeppa to stay
at home ; but after the battle of Liésna, when the Swedes were
already near the Little Russian frontier, he asked him to come
to a conference in the town of Starodib, and, to his answers
about the difficulties he expected with the Cossacks, told him to
appoint some one to take his place and come without fail. Ma-
zeppa called together four Cossack colonels who had already on
several occasions complained to him of the Russians, expressed
their fears of what might happen if they came into the country,
and begged him to think of the general safety. He asked them
whether he should go to Staroddb. ‘Do not go,’ said Lomi-
kofsky, ¢otherwise you will ruin yourself and us and all the
Ukraine. We have already so many times begged you to send
to Charles, but you have always delayed, and have literally
slept. Here now are the Russians coming into the country,—
to the ruin and death of us all, and the Swedes are here too!’
Mazeppa upbraided them, threatened to leave them to their
fate and go himself to the Tsar, but finally grew milder, and
asked, ¢ Shall I send to the King or not?#’ ¢Send by all means;
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it was time long ago,’ they replied. Mazeppa then ordered
Orlik to write a letter in Latin to Count Piper, in which he
declared his joy at the arrival of the Swedes, begged for assist-
ance to free the whole of Little Russia from the heavy Musco-
vite yoke, and promised to prepare a ferry across the Désna.
At the same time he sent his nephew, Voinaréfsky, to Men-
shikéf to say that he was almost at the point of death, and was
going from Batirin to Borzna to receive extreme unction from
the Archbishop of Kief. ¢This news has made me very sad,’
wrote Menshik6f to the Tsar; ¢first, because I have not suc-
ceeded in seeing him, which it is very necessary for me to do;
and, secondly, because I am sorry for such a good man if God
does not relieve him from his disease. With regard to that, he
writes that his gout has brought on an attack of epilepsy.’
Menshikof resolved to go to Borzna and see the Hetman on his
sick bed. At nearly the same time Mazeppa received a mes-
sage that the Swedes would be the next day on the Désna, and
Voinar6fsky, who had left Mazeppa’s camp in the night, arrived
to say that Menshikof had resolved to see him at all hazards.
Without waiting for Menshikof, Mazeppa left Borzna, and
arrived late at night at Batirin. Having given orders to de-
fend that town, he set out the next day with the Cossack chiefs,
many officers, and an escort of 1,500 men, straight for the
Swedish camp. On arriving there, he took an oath with his fol-
lowers that he accepted the Swedish protection, not for any
private profit of his own, but for the good of his fatherland and
of the Cossacks.

On his way to Borzna, Menshik6f heard that Mazeppa had
gone to Batirin, and turned towards that town, but was refused
admittance. This made him suspect something wrong, and his
suspicions were confirmed when he heard that Mazeppa had
crossed the Désna. Soon some Cossack officers came to his
camp to ask for protection against the Hetman, who had gone
over to the enemy.

Peter was with the main army on the Désna watching the
movements of the enemy, when, on November 7, he received
Menshikof’s letter announcing the treason of Mazeppa. He
answered it the same night, ordering him to take precautionary
measures against the spread of the rebellious spirit, to prevent
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the Cossacks from joining the enemy, and to keep on good
terms with the colonels and other leaders of the Cossacks, and
. to persuade them to elect a new Hetman. The next day he
issued a manifesto to the Little Russians announcing that Ma-
zeppa had treacherously deserted to the Swedes, ‘in order to
put the land of Little Russia as before under the dominion of
Poland, and to turn over the churches and the monasteries to
the Uniates” To Apraxin, who had just informed him of his
victory over Lybecker, he wrote : ¢ Although it is against my
conscience to write anything bad to you in return for your good
news, yet necessity compels me to tell you that Mazeppa has
turned out a new Judas, for, after being loyal to me for twenty-
one years, now, when he is ahmost in his coffin, he has become
a traitor and betrayer of his people. Indeed, although this is
bad business, yet he did not do it with the approval of all, but
only with five persons, and the people here, after hearing of it,
complained of him with tears to God, and are indescribably
bitter against him, since, as we hear, his life was apart from
God. Therefore we hope in God that he has done more harm
to himself than to him whom he intended to injure.’

It was decided in a council of war to attack Batirin, the
Cossack capital, before Mazeppa and the Swedes should have
time to reach it. Menshik6f, who had come to Peter’s camp
for conference with him, hastened to Batirin, where Prince
Dimitri Golitsyn was waiting. The Cossacks refused to allow
the Russians to enter before the new Iletman was elected, and
tried to prevent them from crossing the river. This was on
November 11. That night the garrison sent word to Menshi-
kéf that they were faithful to the Tsar, and would allow his
troops to enter, but demanded three days for their free exit.
Menshikof replied the next morning, refusing to give them the
time demanded, but telling them to come out at once without
fear and no one would harm them. They at first wished to kill
the messenger, but finally let him go with the cry, ¢ We will all
die here, but we will not let the Tsar’s troops come in.” Early
the next morning (November 13) Menshikéf ordered the as-
sault, and in two hours the town, which was badly fortified, was
taken. No one was spared except the leaders, who were re-
served for punishment. The arms were kept for the Govern-
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ment, but all the property of the inhabitants was given up to
the soldiery. The whole town, including the stores so necessary
to the Swedes, was burnt to the ground. Batirin as a strong-
hold ceased to exist. It is now but a village.

The ruin of Batirin had a very salutary effect upon the dis-
contented spirits among the Cossacks. It entirely baffled the
plans of Mazeppa. On the very day when the Swedes crossed
the Désna, Peter went quietly to Glikhof, where the metropoli-
tan of Kief, two archbishops, the four colonels who had re-
mained faithful, and the leaders of the Cossacks were assem-
bled. An election was held according to the consecrated
usage, and Skoropadsky, the Colonel of Staroddb, on the wish
of Peter, was chosen Hetman. On the same day, November
18, Mazeppa was publicly excommunicated and cursed. To
impress this more on the minds of the Cossacks, his portrait was
taken into the church, the blue ribbon of St. Andrew was taken
from it, and it was then dragged through the streets and hung
on the gallows, after which the traitors captured at Batirin
were executed. The ceremony of the anathema of Mazeppa
was repeated at Moscow a few days afterwards, and his name
was formally added to that of the false Dimftri, Sténka Rézin,
and others in the comminatory service read in the Russian
churches in the first week of Lent.' The proclamation announc-
ing Mazeppa’s excommunication, and threatening other trai-
tors with the same fate, was affixed to the doors of all the
churches in Little Russia.

Of those who had gone over with Mazeppa to the Swedes,
Colonel Danilo Apostol and Colonel Galagén soon abandoned
him and were pardoned by the Russians. Apbstol brought a
verbal message purporting to be from Mazeppa, that he would
deliver up ¢ the chief personage’ into Russian hands if he were
assured of pardon and of being restored to his position as Het-
man, under the guarantee of foreign Powers. A favourable
answer was returned, but nothing further was heard from Ma-
zeppa. Later on other Cossacks deserted from the Swedish
camp, until Mazeppa was almost the only one left. The Swedes
therefore profited little by his adherence.

! This ceremony took place until 1869, when the names of Dimitri and
Mazeppa were dropped.
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Peter issued a manifesto inviting the Zaporovian Cossacks
to obey the orders of the new Hetman Skoropédsky, and both
sides distributed proclamations throughout the Ukraine in order
to quiet or rouse the population. Charles, on his side, declaimed
against the heavy Muscovite yoke: Peter replied with accounts
of the maltreatment of the Cossack prisoners by the Swedes, of
the insults offered to orthodox churches, and of the intention
to compel the Cossacks to embrace the Lutheran and Uniate
religions. Charles then talked about the Russian attacks on
the liberties of the Ukraine, and spoke of negotiations of Peter
with the Pope, the permission given to the Jesuits to have
schools and churches in Russia, and of the Tsar’s purpose to
become a Catholic after the war. Peter invited the Little Rus-
sians to put all sorts of obstacles in the way of the enemy, to
leave him without roof, food, or fire, and offered a reward of
2,000 rubles for every general taken prisoner, of 1,000 rubles
for every colonel, proportionately for the other officers, of five
rubles for every common soldier, and of three rubles for every
dead body brought in. The manifestoes of Charles and the
‘universals’ of the fallen and anathematised Hetman had little
or no effect. The peasants hid their property and their grain,
captured the Swedes wherever they could, and drove off their
horses. Peter wrote to Apraxin: ¢ The people of Little Russia
stand, with God’s help, more firmly than was possible to ex-
pect. The King sends enticing proclamations, but the people
remain faithful and bring in the King’s letters.’ *

! Kostomsirof, Russian History, v., vi. ; id., Bogdin Khmenitzky ; Méri-
mée, Les Cosaques & Autrefois, Paris, 1865; Soloviéf, xv.; Gélikof, iv.;
Béntysh-Kimensky, Dictionary of Remarkable Russians, Moscow, 1836 ; Lund-
blad ; Sarauw.
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POLTAVA.—1709,

TrE winter of 1708 and 1709 was memorable in European
history. The Baltic was frozen, and heavily laden waggons
crossed the Great Belt and the Oresund. In Central Europe
the fruit-trees died. In France the courts had to be adjourned,
and many men died of cold. The Rhone was frozen, and the
canals of Venice were covered with ice. On the plains of the
Ckraine, swept by the wind, the cold was still more intense.
. Birds fell dead as they flew through the air, and the snow in
many places remained on the ground from October 1 to April 5.

Charles had hoped to obtain through Mazeppa possession of
the stronghold of Starodib and Novgorod-Séversk, but the ex-
pedition miscarried, partly owing to the incapacity of Lager-
crona, a general who had been greatly favoured by Charles on
acconnt of his bravery, but who lacked military skill, and partly
through the cunning and hesitation of Skoropddsky, the colonel
of Starodib, who did not feel sure as yet of the movements of
Mazeppa, and obeyed literally his orders to open the gates to
the first comers. These were Russians, to whom he had pri-
vately sent word. This, combined with the almost total fail-
ure of the Cossack rising, put the Swedes in a very difficult
and dangerous position. Instead of the 20,000 Cossacks as
expected, Mazeppa had brought but 1,500, who were subse-
quently joined by a small number of Zaporovians. The Swedes
crossed the Désna with comparative safety, but with great diffi-
culties on account of the steep banks, and on Mazeppa’s advice
marched southwards to Romny, in a fertile district, where the
troops were housed in the surrounding villages. The Russians
moved in a parallel direction to Putivl, Simy, and Lebedin.
Charles, although in very comfortable guarters, could not en-
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dure the close proximity of the Russians, and was annoyed at
the frequent skirmishes. He therefore, in the hopes of a gen-
eral battle, readily fell into a trap which the Russians prepared
for him. Peter directed the greater part of his army to move
towards the small town of Gadidtch, occupied by four Swedish
battalions, as if to attack it. General Ilallart, with another
corps, went in the other direction, with instructions to take
Romny in case the Swedes withdrew. In spite of the fearful
cold, and contrary to the advice of his best generals, Charles,
on hearing of the movements, marched with all his forces to
Gadiatch, with the expectation of making it a second Narva.
The Russians had withdrawn in time, and the Swedes arrived
at the town in the evening, hoping to find warm quarters in-
side ; but haste made confusion, the gates became blocked up,
and the greater part of the army was obliged to spend the
night outside the walls in the open fields. Even when, on the
next day, the Swedes succeeded in entering the town, their
position was scarcely better. One-third of the city had been
burnt to the ground, and there were not enough houses to shel-
ter the troops. Nearly every building was turned into a hospi-
tal, where surgeons were at work cutting off frozen limbs. In
this terrible march, from Romny to Gadiatch, over 3,000 Swedes
were frozen to death.

In revenge for the loss of Romny, which had been occupied
by General Hallart, Charles attacked the small village of Véprik,
a few miles from Gadidtch. Although the garrison was too
small for the place and the fortifications were in bad repair,
the commander was undismayed by the threat of Charles to
hang him to the gate if he resisted, and repulsed two assaults.
‘When he finally surrendered, on favourable terms, the Swedes
captured but 1,500 men and four cannon, having themselves
Jost nearly a thousand men and forty-eight officers. The re-
mainder of the winter was spent in comparative quiet, broken
by small ekirmishes, which, whether they resulted favourably
or unfavourably to the Swedes, had always the effcct of redu-
cing their forces. They had arrived at that state where the
loss of every man counted.

The greatest success of the Russians was the suppression of
the Zaporovian Cossacke and the destruction of their river-town
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Setch. The Zaporovians had lately been aggrieved by the es-
tablishment of Russian forts in their immediate neighbourhood,
and they also sympathised with the lower classes of the Ukraine
in their feelings against the larger proprietors. Many of them
decided to follow the guidance of Mazeppa and join the Swedes.
To counteract this movement a Russian expedition was sent out
by Menshikéf in the spring, and after sailing down the Dniéper
from Kief, and being met by a force of dragoons, succeeded in
capturing and destroying Setch. Many Zaporovians were killed
in the fight, others were taken prisoners, some were executed,
and from this time on their strength was broken, although they
nominally existed until they were finally abolished under Cath-
arine IL in 1775.

During the early part of the winter the thoughts of the
Tsar were much on his fleet at Voronezh. The proximity of
the Swedes made him anxious, and a report that the aim of
Charles was to march to Voronezh and burn the wharves and
ships caused him to resolve to go there in person. He had pre-
viously given orders to Aprixin to be on his guard and to lay
in astore of provisions, and had even written from Akhtyrka
to have a good gardener sent to Taganrog, with plenty of seeds
and plants. He had found time to criticise a Russian transla-
tion of a book on fortification, and, finding that there was to
be an eclipse of the sun on the 11th of March, had asked the
mathematical teachers at Moscow to calculate the duration and
extent of the eclipse at Voronezh and send him a diagram. On
his journey he stopped at Biélgorod, to be godfather to Menshi-
kof’s new-born son Peter Luke. In Voronezh Peter found that
the old vessels were in a bad state. Some of them had been
repaired several times, and yet it was necessary to break them
up. Peter, assisted by Apraxin, having in view a possible
complication with the Turks, worked hard all winter at the
repair and reorganisation of his navy. The physical fatigue of
ship-carpentering, in which he again indulged, was a relief after
the mental and moral anxieties which had so long weighed
upon him. In days of leisure, when free from weightier oc-
cupations of State, he looked after the improvements of the
government printing office, and the cleanliness of Moscow
streets. The presence of Catherine, of his sister Natalia, and
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of the Tsarévitch, and two visits from Menshikof, satisfied his
craving for love and companionship. In April, as soon as the
ice broke up, he sailed down the Don to Azof and Taganrog,
where he celebrated Easter. The recurrence of his old fever
forced him again to shut himself up for three weeks and take a
course of medicine.

The spring thaw and the melting of the great mass of snow
on the steppes were as bad for the Swedish army as the severe
winter. For days the soldiers had to stand in melted snow, with
no possibility of drying themselves. The Swedes had gradually
been pushed back into a small space between the rivers Psiol,
Vorekla, and Dniéper. After the arrival of Lewenhaupt’s
troops the Swedish army numbered about 41,000 men, but it
had now become reduced to 20,000, and of these more than
2,000 were ill or crippled. Only thirty-four cannon remained ;
the powder had greatly suffered, and needed to be dried. Yet
amid the great distress, on April 11, shortly after the retreat
from an unsuccessful expedition to Krasnoi-kitch, Charles could
write to Stanislas: ‘I and the army are in very good condition.
The enemy has been beaten and put to flight in all the engage-
ments.” Was Charles, contrary to his character and his principles,
writing intentionally an evident untruth in order to persuade
Stanislas to come with General Krassow to his assistance, or was
he blinded to the real condition of affairs? Piper, on the con-
trary, wrote to his wife: ¢The campaign is so difficult and our
condition so pitiful that such great misery cannot be described,
and is beyond belief;’ and again: ¢The army is in an inde-
scribably pitiful state.” The soldiers suffered greatly, not only
from the weather, but from lack of clothing and from bad
food. Complaints were great, and few expected to see their
homes again. Nevertheless there were comparatively few
desertions, and the Swedes remained loyal to the King person-
ally, seeing that he shared their hardships, and believed that he
was actnated by patriotism alone and that he felt this campaign
necessary for the safety of Sweden. Yet they had to some ex-
tent lost their confidence in him. Charles exposed himself as
ever to the enemy’s bullets, but the soldiers, instead of being
cheered by this, said toeach other that the King wished to be
killed, as he saw the bad end of the campaign.

VoL. 1.8
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The opinion of the generals was that it would be better to
retire across the Dniéper, and either return to Poland or wait in
a secure position until the force of General Krassow could join
them. He could scarcely be expected before midsummer.
Charles would hear nothing of this, and resolved to capture the
town of Poltava, the largest and most flourishing town of that
region, more important, however, commercially than as a mili-
tary position. At the beginning of the winter the capture of
Poltava would have been very easy, but at that time Charles,
who objected to having winter quarters in a large town, paid no
attention to it. In the meantime the Russians had succeeded in
improving the defences, and had garrisoned it with 4,000 men.
What made the attempt more dangerous now was that the
Swedish forces were not large enough to surround the town on
all sides, and the Russians could mass their forces on the other
side of the river Vorskla.

A conversation between the King and Gyllenkrok, the
Quartermaster-General, on this subject is very characteristic and
important. Charles, on sending for some engineers to draw a
plan, went to Gyllenkrok and said, ¢ Yon must get everything
ready for an attack on Poltiva.’

Gyllenkrok. ‘Does your Majesty intend to besiege Pol-
tiva?’

Ch. ‘Yes, and you must make the siege, and tell us on what
day we will take the fortress. That is what Vauban used to do
in France, and you are our little Vauban.’

G. ‘God help ug, with such a Vauban as I! But however
great a man he may have been, I think that he would have been
embarrassed if he had not had all he thought necessary for a
siege.’ .

82%. ‘We have enough necessary military material to take
such a wretched little fort as Poltava.’

G. ‘The fort is itself not strong, but the garrison of 4,000
men besides Cossacks makes it strong.’

Ch. <If they see that we attack it in earnest, they will give
up at the first cannon shot fired at them.’

(. ‘That seems to me improbable. I rather believe that
the Russians will defend themselves to the last. I see that your
Majesty’s infantry will be ruined.’
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Ch. ‘We shall not need to use our infantry, but will use
Mazeppa’s Zaporovians.’

G. ‘1 beg your Majesty, for God's sake, to reflect whether
it is possible for snch works to be carried on by a people that
never have put their hands to such things; by men with whom
no one can talk without an interpreter, and who will imme-
diately run away if the work is difficult and they see their com-
rades fall.’

Ch. 1 assure you that the Zaporovians will do everything
that we wish, and that they will not run away, for we are ready
to pay them well for their work.’

G. ‘But even if the Zaporovians allow themselves to be
used for the work, your Majesty has no cannon which can make
a breach in the palisades.’

Ch. ‘If you can shoot one down, you can shoot & hundred
down.’

G. ‘1 am alsv of that opinion, but I fear that when a hnn-
dred are shot down we shall have no more ammunition.’

Ch. *You must not paint the thing so black. You are ac-
customed to sieges abroad, and consider such an undertaking
impossible if you have not everything. But we must do with
our little means what others do with great.’

G. ‘I should be inexcusable if I made unnecessary difficul-
ties, but I know that nothing is to be done with our cannon, and
that therefore at last it will be the duty of the infantry to take
the fortress, by which they will be entirely destroyed.’

Ch. ¢1 assure you no storm will be necessary.’

G. ‘But I do not understand how the town can be taken,
unless perhaps some extraordinary piece of good luck favours
us.’

Ch. (laughing). ‘ Yes; we must do exactly what ix extraor-
dinary ; by that we will get fame and glory.’

G. ‘Yes. God knows that this is an extraordinary under-
taking, but I fear that it will also have an extraordinary end.’

Ch. ‘Make now all the preparations necessary, then yon
will see how soon all will be finished.’

Gyllenkrok then begged Piper and Hermelin, as well as
Colonels Nieroth and H4rd, to influence the King to give up his
regolution. All was in vain. Charles impatiently said to Piper,
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‘Even if the good God should send down an angel from
heaven to tell me to give up Poltéva, I would still remain stand-
ing here.” Gyllenkrok asked Rehnskjold whether he could tell
him why Poltiva was to be besieged. Rehnskjold replied, ¢ The
King wishes to have a little amusement till the Poles come.’
‘It is a costly pastime,” said Gyllenkrok, ¢ which demands such
a number of human lives. The King could find some better
employment.” ¢If his Majesty’s will is so,’ replied the Field
Marshal as he rode away, ‘we must be content with it The
conscientious Gyllenkrok once more remonstrated with the King.
¢TI know,’ he said, that the world judges every undertaking ac-
cording to the result, and everybody will believe that it was I
that advised your Majesty to make this siege. If it should
miscarry, I humbly beg you not to put the blame of it on me.’
¢ No,’ said Charles, ¢ you are not to blame for it. We take the
responsibility on ourself, but you can be sure that the affair
will have a speedy and lucky end.’

The siege was begun on May 12. Charles was astonished
that the town did not yield at the first fire, and exclaimed,
¢What! I really believe the Russians are mad, and will defend
themselves in a regular way.” So they did for six long weeks,
under the leadership of Colonel Velin, repelling assaults, mak-
ing sorties, and destroying mines, assisted by the whole popula-
tion of the town, great and small. Communications were always
open with the Russian forces across the Vorskla by means of let-
tersin hollow bombs. Menshikof succeeded in throwing 900 men
into the town. In the Swedish camp food was scarce, and there
was great murmuring. The powder showed signs of giving
out, and the stock of ammunition was so small that it was neces-
sary to search the fields and pick up the Russian bullets.

Peter, warned in time by Menshikéf, made a hasty journey
from Azof across the steppe, arrived on June 15, and took the
chief command. New spirit, if that was wanting, was infused
into the garrison ; skirmishing was actively carried on, and by
the capture of Suvigédrof about 2,000 Russian prisoners, includ-
ing the garrison of Veprik and the heroic Colonel Yurlof, were
set free.

The need of the Swedes became at last so great, and their
position so critical, that one night Charles sought the advice of
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Lewenhaupt, whom he had until then treated with marked
coolness. Lewenhaupt could counsel him nothing but to retire
across the Dniéper. This he refused to do, but, feeling too un-
easy to sleep, made Lewenhaupt follow him, and rode about
aimlessly all night. In the early morning—it was his birthday,
June 28—he approached the banks of the Vorskla, and rode up
and down in full view of the Russians. Lewenhaupt’s horse
was shot under him, but the King, who liked to expose his gen-
erals in this way, refused to move. This was the very time
chosen by the Rusgians for a feint of crossing. After they had
been repulsed, Charles resumed his ride on the river’s bank,
and, in turning his horse, was hit in the foot by a bullet.
Though pale and faint from loss of blood, he refused to go to
his tent until he had given some orders in the trenches, and
when, an hour afterwards, he had his wound dressed, his foot
was much swollen. The ball had gone the whole length of his sole
from heel to toe, breaking some of the small bones, which had
to be extracted. The wound gangrened and produced a fever, and
at one time it was thought necessary to amputate the leg, which
might have endangered the King’s life. Charles finally consented
to take some medicine, which had the desired effect, threw him
into an easy sleep, and reduced the inflammation of the wound.

The feigned crossing below the town when Charles was
wounded was to cover another and successful crossing in force a
few miles north of Poltiva. Ilere the Russians intrenched
themselves, and then, under the cover of trenches and redoubts,
drew gradually nearer to the Swedish positions. While the
King was prostrated with fever two dispiriting messages arrived.
One trom Poland showed the want of harmony between Stanis-
las and General Krassow, who were still in the west of Poland,
kept back by the Poles under Sieniawski, and the Russians under
Goltz. The other, from Turkey, set forth that the Sultan
would neither aid Charles directly, nor indirectly through the
Tartars. The Russian lines were fast advancing, and an attack
might be expected on any day. The King, though advised to
raise the siege and retreat across the Dniéper, decided on fore-
stalling the Russian attack. Rehnskjold, who during the illness
of the King had the chief command, called the generals together
on the afternoon of July 8, and told them that the attack was
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fixed for the next day. The troops were under arms by mid-
night, and, though the march of three miles was attended by
some disorder, at daybreak on Tuesday, July 8, they stood in
order of battle before the Russian lines. They numbered only
12,500 men : the remainder were in the hospital, were guarding
the camp, or manning the intrenchments against the town.
Only four cannon were used, partly on account of the distaste
of Rehnskjold for artillery, and partly on account of the lack of
ammunition. The ground between the Russian camp and the
town was much broken, but in front of the camp was a plain
with thick woods on each side. Here the Russians had thrown
up two lines of redoubts, one parallel to the camp, the other at
right angles to it. It is difficult to convey a clear idea of the
battle. Rehnskjold had no plan for the attack. There was a
quarrel and a reconciliation between him and Lewenhaupt. The
Swedish powder was bad, and the men had to trust to their bayo-
nets. The Russian army was four times as numerous. Charles
was carried about on a litter to excite the ardour of his soldiers,
but the horses which carried him were killed one after the other,
aud the litter was finally broken to pieces by a cannon shot.
His drabants then carried him on their crossed pikes; but even
his presence could do nothing against the Russian numbers and
resistance. Peter was conspicuous among his troops, on his
favourite horse Lizette, which had been sent to him by the
Sultan. 1le received a bullet through his hat, and another in his
saddle, while still another struck the ancient cross he wore round
his neck. The Swedes seemed at first to get the advantage;
thev captured two or three half-finished redoubts, and could
easily have penetrated into the Russian camp. But everywhere
they were overpowered and surrounded—beaten in detail—and,
though for two hours they fought with the fierceness of despair,
they were forced either to surrender or to flee. Rehnskjéld,
Schlippenbach, Rosen, Stackelberg, Hamilton, Horn, the Prince
of Winrtemberg, and over 2,800 officers and men were taken
prisoners. The garrison of Poltiva made a sortie, and cap-
tured the Swedish trenches.

By noon the battle was over. The Swedes were at last
beaten, and the Tsar and his victorious generals, tired and ex-
hausted by the combat, sat down in their camp to dinner.
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Peter received with kindness and courtesy his distingunished
prisoners, giving special attention to Rehnskjold. While they
were at dinner, Piper came in, and place was made for him
too. He, with the royal secretaries, finding the battle lost and
no signs of the King, had gone to Poltdva and surrendered him-
telf. The cannon thundered a salute, and the Tsar raising his
glass proposed a toast to the health of his ¢ teachers in the mili-
tary art.” ¢ Who are those teachers ¢’ said Rehnskj6ld. ¢ You,
Messieurs Swedes,’ replied the Tsar. ¢ And well have the pu-
pils shown their gratitude to their teachers,” remarked the Field
Marshal.

The dinner lasted till five o’clock before any one thought of
pursuit, and it was not until evening that Prince Michael Golit-
syn with the guard, and General Bauer with the dragoons,
‘were sent to follow up the enemy. Charles had been protected
by his drabants, and finally had been induced by Lewenhaupt
to return to the camp and rally the remainder of the army. In
spite of his wounded foot he had to ride, lying on the neck of
hishorse. They were almost cut off from their camp, and on
passing their own intrenchments, then occupied by the Rus-
sians, the King’s horse was killed and he was nearly taken pris-
oner. On arriving at the camp the King for the first time
uttered a complaint, and asked to be taken from his horse and
put in a carriage. His foot was dressed, and he ate a piece of
cold meat, asking repeatedly for Rehnskjold, for Piper, ard for
the young Prince of Wiirtemberg. ¢All are taken prisoners,’
was the reply. ¢Prisoners with the Russians! Rather die
among the Turks! Forward!’ he exclaimed. Lewenhaupt was
called in, and advised a repetition of what he had been obliged
to do at Liesna, that is, to divide the horses, provisions, and
ammunition among the men, to burn what was left, and to ad-
vance as soon as possible. Charles after a few moments’ reflec-
tion sent Lewenhaupt away, and without further communication
with him ordered the remaining troops to march down the
Vorekla to the Dniéper, taking the cannon and all the baggage.
The retreat began towards evening. The Russians pressed
them so hotly that the next morning it was necessary to burn
the heavy baggage and mount part of the infantry on the horses.

On the afternoon of July 11 the Swedes arrived at the little
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town of Perevolotchna, at the mouth of the Voérskla, where
there was a ferry across the Dniéper; but the town had been
burned and all the means of transport destroyed in the opera-
tions of the Russians against the Zaporovian Cossacks, and it
was impossible to cross. After a long argument Lewenhaupt
and Creutz persuaded the King to leave the army and take
measures for his personal safety. Some boats and rafts were
found on the Vérskla, and by means of these the King, Ma-
zeppa, and about 1,000 men crossed the Dniéper. Charles took
with him part of the army treasure, consisting of the military
contributions levied in Saxony, which had been almost un-
touched. The remainder was to be divided among the troops.
Mazeppa had also two kegs of ducats. The Zaporovians, being
expert swimmers, were very useful in aiding the crossing, and
especially in taking over the horses. The King, with the Rus-
sian cavalry in hot pursuit, rode as fast as he could to the Bug,
where half his escort was captured, and he barely escaped.
Thence he went to Otchak6f and Bender, on the Dniester, and
for five years remained the guest of Turkey. Mazeppa died at
Varnitza, a village near Bender, on March 31, 1710, and was
buried in the old church of St. George, on the hlgh bank of the
Danube, at Galatz.!
Lewenhaupt had a glimmer of hope that he could save the
army by crossing the Vorskla and marching to the Black Sea.
- It was, however, too late. It was midnight when the King
crossed, and the next morning the Russian advance guard ap-
peared on the hills at the back of the camp—the troops of
Menshik6f who had started in pursuit the day after the battle.
Lewenhaupt tried to rally his men, and hoped to make a stand ;
but the Swedes refused to fight, many of them deserted, and
some tried to swim across the Dniéper. A few officers even
committed suicide. The conditions proposed by Menshik6f
were honourable. The Zaporovians only were excepted. Le-
wenhaupt, after prolonging the negotiations as long as he could
in order to give the King additional time for escape, at last sur-
rendered. The prisoners taken at Perevolétchna numbered

! To make room for the tomb of some rich Greek merchant, the body of
Mazeppa was in this century transferred to the Church of the Virgin. The
broken tombstone has now disappeared.
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15,799, including three generals. Those taken at Poltiva were
2,871. The Swedish loss in killed and wounded was about
4,000. As trophies of the fight, the Russians took 32 cannon

Captured Standards at Poltiva.

and 264 standards, besides waggons and trains. Their own
loss was, killed, 1,345, and wounded, 3,290. ¢And thus, by
God’s help, the whole of the enemy’s army, so famous in the
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world (which by its presence in Saxony caused no little fear in
Europe), came into the hands of the Emperor.’ Thus says
Peter's journal ; and in a letter to Apréxin, written on the night
after the battle, the Tsar adds: ‘Now, with God’s help, the
last stone has been laid of the foundation of St. Petersburg.’

Neither on the flight to the Dniéper nor afterwards did
Charles blame himself for what had happened. At Perevo-
lotchna he defended the dispositions of Rehnskjold, and as-
cribed the loss of the battle to the refusal of the other generals
properly to second him. This was so unjust that Gyllenkrok
found it necessary to use calm but strong language in their de-
fence. Afterwards Charles was angry with Lewenhaupt for
his surrender, maintained that it was unnecessary, and insisted
that he could with ease have marched the whole army to
Otchakéf, or could even have beaten the Russians at Perevo-
lotchna and retreated to Poland. He decreed that officers who
should succeed in escaping from their Russian captivity should
be considered as deserters and unworthy to serve their country.
At the head of the proscription list he placed the name of Le-
wenhaupt. An inquiry was made into his conduct, which lasted
for three years, and Charles hesitated to pardon him.

The battle of Poltiva marked the end of the campaign and
of Charles’s greatness. It did in one day what would otherwise
have required weeks to accomplish, but the Swedish army was
irretrievably lost, and the end would have been exactly the
same, though a little later, had the battle of Poltiva never been
fought.'

! Soloviéf, xv.; Goélikof; Fryxell, i.; Adlerfeld ; Nordberg ; Lundblad ;
Sarauw ; Gyllenkrok, Berdttelss, Upsala, 1800 ; Correspondance de Madame
Duchesse &’ Orléans,
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THE FRUITS OF THE VICTORY

THE success at Poltava was so sudden and so overwhelming
that the Russians were at first dazed and confused by the mag-
nitude of their victory. It seemed scarcely possible to believe
that the great dangers which had so long threatened them were
now averted. But the practical necessities of the moment soon
restored Peter to his equilibrinm. The bodies of the dead were
collected and buried; those of the Russians under a mound
which now marks the centre of the battle-field. Poltiva was
entered in triumph, an inspection was made of its crumbling
walls, which could scarcely have held out longer, and thanks
were given to its brave defenders. The name’s-day of the Tsar
was celebrated in state. Many thousand Kalmuks arrived too
late to take part in the victory, and they had to be content
with a portion of the booty. Fortunately, so much Saxon
treasure was found in the Swedish army chest that such rewards
were cheap. The Swedish prisoners were marched off to differ-
ent towns and provinces ; some to Kief, some to Moscow, and
some even to Siberia. They were made to labour at works of
public utility, even at the construction of fortifications. The
generals and superior officers were allowed their pay, and a
third was given them in advance. Cederhjelm and Marderfeldt
were allowed to go on parole to Stockholm and use their efforts
for peace. The Prince of Wiirtemberg was released uncondi-
tionally. Unfortunately, he died of fever, in Volynia, on the
way home. After giving him a military funeral, the Tsar sent
his body to his mother at Stuttgart. Miihlenfeld, who had de-
serted to the Swedes at Grodno, was shot. Many Cossacks and
Zaporovians were executed with tortures; the rest were par-
doned. Great rewards were given to those who had taken the
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chief part in the events of the campaign. Menshikéf was
made a Field Marshal,' Sheremétief received larger estates, Go-
16fkin was made Chancellor, and Shafirof, Vice-Chancellor.
The generals received increase of rank, or estates, and all were
presented with the portrait of the Tsar set in diamonds. Peter
himself, who was up to this time a colonel, at the request of his
officers took the title of Lieutenant-General in the army, and
Rear-Admiral in the navy. In Moscow there was great rejoic-
ing. The Tsarévitch Alexis entertained the foreign ministers
and the chief Russian officials; the Princess Natalia had a
grand banquet for the ladies; tables plentifully supplied with
viands, wine, and beer were set in the street; the town was
illuminated, and salutes were fired, for a whole week ; and wo-
men and girls had the privilege allowed during Holy Week
only to ring the church bells from morn to night.

Some extracts from Peter’s letters will show something of
his feelings. He wrote to Catharine on the day of the battle,
addressing her now and henceforth alone, and not together with
Anisia Tolstoy :

¢Little mother, how are you? I declare to you that the all-
merciful Lord has deigned to grant us this day an indescribable
victory over the enemy. To say it in one word, the whole
enemy’s force is knocked on the head, about which you your-
self will hear from us. Come here and congratulate us. Piter.

¢ Give my respects to the Princess and the rest.’

In writing to Ramodanéfsky, whom he now dignifies with
the title of Kaiser instead of King, he says: ¢ Thus all the army
of the enemy, by God’s help, remains in our hands, and we
congratulate your Majesty on a victory such as has never been
heard of in this world. Now without doubt the wish of your
Majesty to have your constant residence in St. Petersburg has
been made possible by this final defeat of the enemy.’

!In Narcissus Luttrell's Bri¢f Relation, V1., 597, we find the following
entry : ‘‘Saturday, June 24, 1710. A magnificent service of plate, consisting
of many large dishes, stands, plates, etc., have been made here at the charge
of the Czar, with his coat of arms and lofty titles curiously engraved thereon,
designed by him as a present to Prince Menshikéf for his signal victory over
the Swedish army near Poltiva, which will be put on board the outward-
bound Russian fleet.”
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He thanks Ramodanéfsky for his promotion :

¢ 8ir, the gracious letter of your Majesty and the decree to
his Excellency the Field Marshal and Cavalier Sheremétief, by
which I have been given in your name the rank of Rear-Ad-
miral in the fleet and of Lieutenant-General on land, have been
announced to me. I have not yet deserved so much, but it has
been given to me solely by your kindness. I therefore pray
God for strength to be able to deserve in future such honour.
Piter.

Letters enclosing a copy of the account of the battle were
sent not only to all Peter's friends, including two merchants,
and to the chief officials at Moscow, but also to many of the
Polish magnates and to Russian ministers abroad for communi-
cation to the courts to which they were accredited. Menshikof
wrote to the Duke of Marlborough, and so much did Peter de-
sire his good opinion that twelve days after the battle a special
courier was despatched to him and to the Prince of Orange.
In some of these letters occurred the phrase: ‘In short, the
whole of the enemy’s army has had an end like that of Phaeton.”
This comparison caused in some quarters doubts as to the genu-
ineness of the letter and the reality of the victory. ¢For what,’
it was said, ¢ do the Russians know about Phaeton ¢’

On July 24 the army left Poltava, which was beginning to
be very unhealthy. Sheremétief, with all the infantry and a
part of the cavalry, was sent to besiege Riga, while Menshikof,
with the greater part of the cavalry, marched to Poland in order
to unite with General Goltz and act against King Stanislas and
General Krassow. Peter went to Kief, where he made the ac-
quaintance of Theophin Prokopovitch, the rector of the Bratsky
monastery, who, when in the previous winter Prince Dimitri
Golitsyn had sent away from Kief the disaffected monks and
students, had been characterised as ¢ the only man in all Kief
who is indulgent to us’ This ‘indulgent’ rector preached a
congratulatory sermon in the famous church of St. Sophia,
which so pleased Peter by its flattery, its sympathy, and its
eloquence, that it decided the preacher’s future career. He
became one of the pillars of the Tsar’s reforms. The fatigues
of Poltdva brought on a fever which kept the Tsar for a fort-
night in Kief; but he was sufficiently master of himself to dic-
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tate orders with regard to his fleet, and letters to the parents
and relatives of many who had died in the battle.

The news of the Swedish disaster at Poltiva was at first
disbelieved in Poland, but at last the evidence became so strong
that General Krassow thought it his wisest course to retreat
into Pomerania. He was shortly followed by King Stanislas,
who offered to resign the crown if the Republic demanded it.'
King Augustus regained his courage and issued a proclamation
recounting the indignities put upon him by the Swedish king,
and recalling his faithful subjects to their allegiance. He en-
tered Poland with an army of 14,000 men, and invited the Tsar
to an interview at Thorn. In this condition of affairs the Polish
magnates found it impossible to temporise ; they withdrew from
Stanislas and paid court to Peter, and thanking him that by
his victory he had restored them their lawful sovereign and
their liberties. In the last days of September, at Solec, Peter
reviewed the Polish army commanded by the Hetman Sie-
niawski, and received the chamberlain of the King of Pruesia,
who had come to congratulate him and invite him to visit his
sovereign. Stopping but a day at Warsaw to be received in
state by the Polish senators, Peter sailed down the Vistula to
Thorn. A little above the town he was met by the barge of
the King. Augustus blushed and stammered in offering his
congratulations, but Peter put him at ease by telling him not
to recall the past, as he knew that he could not act otherwise,
dined with him on his barge, and both entered Thorn on horse-
back in great pomp amid the acclamations of the populace.
Peter could not, however, resist taking a characteristic revenge.
Ile said: ‘I always wear the cutlass you gave me, but you it
seems do not care for my sword.” Augustus replied that,
though he prized it highly, in the hurry of departure it had
unfortunately been left behind at Dresden. ¢Then,’ said Peter,

! Stanislas afterwards joined Charles XII. at Bender, who made over to
him his Duchy of Zweibriicken with an income of 70,000 thalers yearly. Af-
ter Charles’s death he went to Hesse-Cassel and then to Weissenburg, where
he was living on a scanty pension from the French Government, when he be-
came unexpectedly the father-in-law of Louis XV. His attempt to regain
his crown on the death of Augustus in 1733 was a disastrous failure. By
treaty of 1735 he was made Duke of Lorraine, where he lived to the age of 86.
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‘let me give youn another,” and produced the sword in question,
which he had found among the baggage of Charles at Poltiva,
and which he had brought with him for this meeting.

On October 20, the Tsar and Augnstus concluded a new
treaty, by which all previous obligations and claims were
withdrawn, and all previous documents were to be considered as
waste paper. The Tsar agreed to aid Augustus in regaining the
Polish throne; the King promised to assist him against all his
enemies. The aim of the alliance was not to annihilate Sweden,
bnt to restrict it to its proper boundaries, and to render it
harmless to its neighbours. The King promised to atone for the
insnlt given to the Tsar as well as to himself by the surrender
of Patkul, by punishing his enemies Imhof and Pfingsten, who
had concluded the treaty of Altranstidt, while the Tsar asked the
amnesty to be extended even to them. A few days afterwards
a secret article was added to the treaty by which the ¢princi-
pality of Livonia, with all its cities and towns, was to be ceded
to his Polish Majesty as Elector of Saxony, and to his heirs.’

The public opinion of Europe, which had been adverse to
Peter and to the Russians, turned as soon as the result of the
battle of Poltiva was known. Leibnitz, for example, who after
the battle of Narva had expressed his desire that Charles should
rule over Moscow as far as the Amur, now thought that the
defeat and capture of all the Swedish army would be for ever
memorable in history, and would serve to teach posterity in
many ways that the Muscovite troops had done wonders, and
that there were scarcely any better troops in Europe. ¢The
Tsar henceforth will attract the consideration of Europe, and
will have a very great part in general affairs. People greatly
praise his humanity and his goodness in giving Swedish officers
leave on parole. But he is right to keep the soldiers. He can
make very good colonies of them on the frontiers of his empire.’
*You can believe,” he writes, ¢ how much the revolution in the
‘north astonished many people. It is commonly said that the
Tear will be formidable for all Europe, and will be like a
northern Turk. But can he be prevented from educating his
subjects and rendering them civilised and warlike? Quz jure suo
utitur nemine facit injuriam. A\s for me, who am for the good
of the human race, I am very glad that so great an empire is put-
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ting itself in the ways of reason and of order, and I consider the
Tsar in that respect as a person whom God has destined to great
works. He has succeeded in having good troops. I do notdoubt -
that by your means he will succeed in also having good foreign
relations, and I shall be charmed if I can help him make sci-
ence flourish in his country. I maintain even that he can do in
that respect finer things than all other princes have done.’

In several letters he laid stress on the readiness with which he
would draw plans for an academy of sciences, or for museums
and colleges, and suggested inscriptions for medals commem-
orative of the battle, especially a line of Claudian, Confessos
animo quogue subjugat hostes. ¢You know people like to apply
the words of some ancient poet on these occasions . . . . and
the Tsar has not only enchained the bodies of his enemies, but
has vanquished and gained their souls by his generosity.’

‘I have seen part of the description of your féte, which the
Electress has not failed to send to Madame d’Orléans. The
Electress praised the Tsar long ago, and long before the battle of
Poltava. Madame d’Orléans applauded, but is astonished that
the Tsar wishes to change the clothes of his country, because
she thinks that the eastern style of dress has a grander air.’

Leibnitz not only hailed Peter as a great reformer, and
praised his kindness of heart and his goodness, but considered
him a bulwark of peace: ¢ As for me, I am persuaded that the
princes of Germany, especially those who love the maintenance of
justice against the violence of the most powerful, cannot take bet-
ter measures than with his Tsarish Majesty, and I hope that this
prince will enter as a guarantor into the general treaty of peace.’

Negotiations had been going on since 1707 with the house
of Wolfenbtittel, for a marriage between the Tsarévitch Alexis
and the Princess Charlotte. But great difficulties were raised
because the Tsar's position in Russia was not secure, and it
would be very difficult for him to succeed in making himself
¢ considerable’ in Europe, for Sweden would not conclude peace
until she had won back all the Baltic coast, and Poland, Holland,
and England would never allow Russia to gain a position as &
naval power. Now there was a strong current of favourable
opinion to him at the court of Wolfenbiittel. He had become
brave and generous and powerful, and his virtues were loudly



.

1709.] RUSSIA AND DENMARK. 129

celebrated. All difficulties with regard to the marriage ceased.
The Princess consented, and a draft of the marriage contract
was soon drawn up and sent to Russia through Baron Urbich.

Another marriage proposition had come from Austria, for
the Emperor was now desirous of a defensive alliance with
Russia, and sent Count Wilczek to St. Petersburg to arrange
this and to offer at the same time the hand of his youngest
sister, the Archduchess Magdalena, to the Tsarévitch.

The Elector of Hanover showed signs of a readiness to
detach himself from the Swedish interests and draw nearer
to Russia. To confirm this feeling Prince Boris Kurdkin, re-
turned long since from Rome, was sent as minister to Hanover.

‘While the Tsar was at Thorn, he received a Danish envoy,
Baron von Rantzau, with the congratulations of King Frederick
IV, and a request for an offensive and defensive allegiance
against Sweden. Prince Basil Dolgoriky, the Tsar’s minister
at Copenhagen, had long been trying to bring the Danes to this
step, and had been instructed to make large promises of men
and money. After the defeat of the Swedes he reduced his
offers, and thought he could get the treaty at a cheaper rate.
The Danes seemed somewhat disposed to it, but talked of the
great expense to which they would be put, especially for their
fleet, and of the impossibility of Russia holding a port on the
Baltic against England and Holland without the assistance of
Denmark. England and Holland both did their best to prevent
any such arrangement until peace had been made with France,
and their ministers even threatened in conference with the
Danes to take the side of Sweden. They feared that in case of
a war in the north German troops would be withdrawn from
the allied army, and an advantage thus given to France.!

! Marlborough strongly advised Godolphin against any precipitate meas-
ures *If King Augustus marches for Poland, you cannot doubt of its being
concerted between the three Kings; so that the Queen, in my poor opinion,
should be very careful of what steps she makes; for we bave in this army up-
wards of 40,000 men which belong to these princes, and, should they withdraw
their troops, the houses of Brunswick and Holstein would be obliged to do
the same, which are 20,000 more. 1 need not mention what consequence
this would have for the advantage of France; but I am sure yon will do all
you can for preventing the loss of these troops. The Pensioner has desired
my opinion on this affair, which I have given him, that our first and principal

YoL. IT.—9
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Dolgoriky, too, ascertained that when the King of Prussia
had sent word to Holland of his intention to have an interview
with the Tsar, the States General warned him against entering
into any arrangements with Russia, as the Tsar was now so strong
that he could become dangerous for other Powers, and especially
for Prussia, that all the Powers were bound not to allow him to
strengthen himself so as to cause harm to the whole of Europe.
‘While the Danes were using this opposition as a pretext for
demanding subsidies, the Secretary of the French Legation in-
formed Dolgoriky that Louis XIV. would be very glad to make
an alliance with the Tsar. Dolgoriky, in reporting this, was of
opinion that it would be better not to make any arrangements with
France, but only to show an apparent willingness to do so, so
that France might be incited to carry on a war, and the allies
might be held in check. He was ordered to reply that Russia
would be very glad toreceive a French envoy. France was very
willing to put an end to all former disputes, and was ready to
guarantee the conquests of the Tsar and help Russia to establish
herself firmly on the Baltic so as to injure the Dutch trade.
Dolgoriiky managed so well that though he had before promised
to supply soldiers and sailors, and give a subsidy, he now sncceeded
in inducing Denmark to make an alliance with Russia without
any such stipulation. He wrote in ecstasy to Golofkin, ‘I have
given nothing, neither a man nor a shilling.” This treaty was
concluded on October 22, and soon after Danish troops were sent
to Scania. Dolgoriky accompanied them in the royal frigate
which had been put at his disposition, and witnessed their landing.

While Dolgoriky was concluding the treaty with the Danes,
Peter had sailed down the Vistula to Marienwerder, and had
his interview with King Frederick of Prussia. The King com-
municated to him his views with regard to the partition of Po-
land, but the Tsar replied that it was not practicable. Both
the King and the Tsar dined with Menshikof, and the King con-
ferred on him the order of the Black Eagle, and Peter gave
the King a sword made in Russia, ¢ of very extraordinary work-
manship.’ Apparently everything was most cordial. Scarcely

care should be to oblige these princes not to recall their troops, and after-
wards to concert what measures are best to be taken, but not to be hasty in
taking a resolution.’
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ten words passed without embraces ; but the Prussian monarch
and his minister were surprised to tind the Tsar so haughty, so
cool, and so evidently master of the situation. ‘He had the
air of pardoning the King for Krassow’s escape. The air of
Tis ministers, especially of the Chancellor, with whom Warten-
berg had to treat, was still more supercilious, and it was a
slight consolation that the Polish and Saxon lords at Thorn had
been treated still worse, “like slaves.”’*

The Tsar nevertheless concluded an alliance with King
Frederick, defensive in its terms, as Prussia was excused from
taking any active part in the war. This treaty (concluded at
Marienwerder Nov. 1, 1709) was almost a copy of the treaty
concluded at Collen the previous July between Prussia, Den-
mark, and Poland against Sweden. By a secret article the
Tsar promised Elbing and the adjoining district to Prussia, pro-
vided the King should block the way of the Swedes from Pom-
erania into Poland. He also agreed to restore Curland to the
young Duke Frederick William, nephew of the King of Prus-
sia, with whom and his niece Anna,’ the daughter of the Tsar
Ivan, a marriage was speedily arranged.

The pest was raging at Konigsberg, and Peter was obliged
to take roundabout roads to reach the camp of Sheremétief,
who was preparing for the siege of Riga. After making a re-
connaissance of the positions, although he was exposed to the
enemy’s fire, he put his mortars in position, and fired the first
three bombs into the place, one of which hit the Church of St.
Peter. He thus satisfied a lingering desire for revenge on a
town where he considered he had been badly treated, for he
wrote to Menshikof in a letter which we have already quoted:
‘Thus the Lord God has enabled us to see the beginning of our
revenge on this accursed place.” The same expression was nsed
in a letter to the Russian minister in Prussia relative to the
siege operations, but there was added in a postseript, ¢ Say
nothing about the bombardment.’ After leaving instructions
to Sheremétief not to expose his men too much to the rigours
of the climate, but to confine himself during the winter months
to a blockade of the town, the Tsar went to St. I’etereburg,

! Droysen. ¥ She subsequently became Empress.
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where he arrived on December 4. He now felt sure of the
permanence of his settlement on the Neva, and during his short
stay busied himself with many plans for the enlargement and
improvement of the town. He decided on designs for public
gardens and for a palace, on plans for magazines and store-
houses, and ordered the nobles to build houses in what he called
‘The Holy Land,’ but to which they were ready to apply an
epithet of a totally different character. After laying the keel
of a ship, to be called the Poltdva, and giving directions for
the foundation of a church for the funeral of strangers in hon-
our of St. Sampson the Hospitable, on whose anniversary the
battle of Poltdva was fought, he hastened to Moscow for his
triumph. It was necessary for him to wait a week at his villa
of Kolomenskoe for the arrival of the Guard, and for com-
pleting the necessary arrangements. At last everything was
ready, the triumphal arches