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PREFACE

T

VOLUMES 1. AND IIL

— O —

IN the two volumes which are now given to the public,
and more especially in the second, I have reached a
part of my work to which all that I have hitherto
done has been leading up, and of which all that I can
hope to accomplish in the future can be but the de-
velopment. If I have judged rightly the first fourteen
months of the Long Parliament, I am likely to judge
rightly the future course of the parties which then
came into collision. If I have erred seriously here, I
am not likely to find anything worth saying here-
after.

What the difficulties of the task have been can
only be fully known to those who have attempted
to face a similar problem. It is not merely that
the subject-matter is one which, even at the pre-
sent day, strangely evokes the divergent sympathies
and passions of Englishmen, and that it has been
already attempted by writers of no mean reputation,
some of whom have succeeded in convincing their
readers that there is nothing more to be said about
the matter ; but that even the richest materials fail
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to yield all that the historian requires. Again and
again, however, the frontier of knowledge may be
advanced, the enquirer is confronted by darkness into
which he cannot safely penetrate.

Yet in spite of all risks I have ventured to tell
again a familiar tale. It has not, I hope, been for
nothing that many years ago, as a young and unknown
writer, I deliberately refrained from selecting a sub-
ject more attractive in its own nature than the reign
of James 1. could possibly be. It seemed to me then,
as it seems to me now, that it was the duty of a
serious inquirer to search into the original causes of
great events rather than, for the sake of catching
at an audience, to rush unprepared upon the great
events themselves. My reward has been that, whether
the present work is well or ill done, it is at all events
far better done than it could have been if I had
commenced with the tale of the Puritan Revolution
itself. Whether that tale will ever be told in its
completeness by me, neither I nor any one can tell.
To me personally, as a descendant of Cromwell and
Ireton, it would be a special satisfaction to call up
them and their contemporaries before me, and to
learn the true secret of their success and failure.
To the historian no more interesting period can be
found than one in which men of virtue and ability
strove with one another in seeking the solution of
the highest problems at a time when the old chain of
precedent had been violently snapped, and when all
things seemed possible to the active intelligence.

Whatever the future may have in reserve, this
present work has constantly reminded me by how

U, [
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deep a gulf we are separated from the time when I
commenced my labours, now some twenty-two years
ago. Macaulay and Forster were then in possession
of the field.” The worship of the Puritans was in the
ascendant, and to suggest that it was possible to make
out a reasonable case for Bacon and Strafford was re-
garded as eccentric. All this is changed now. Few
‘are to be found to say a good word for Puritanism,
and the mistakes of the Long Parliament are unveiled
with an unsparing hand. A dislike of agitation and
disturbance has in some quarters taken the place of
a dislike of arbitrary power, whilst reverence for
culture has often left little room for reverence for
liberty.

If I have striven, with what success I know not,
to take a broader view of the deeds of the great men
who made this England in which we live, and to
realise and measure the greatness of Pym, as I have
formerly attempted to realise and measure the great-
ness of Strafford, it must not be forgotten that this
has been in great measure rendered possible by the
amount of new material which has come into my
hands, and which till very lately was entirely inac-
cessible. The invaluable diary of Sir Symonds
d’Ewes, and the State Papers in the Public Record
Office, have indeed been studied by previous inquirers,
though I have found amongst them gleanings not
wholly despicable. The Clarendon MSS., the Carte
and Tanner MSS. in the Bodleian Library have also
been helpful. But even if these mines had been more
thoroughly worked than they have been, little or
nothing would have been found in them to fill up the
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great deficiency which every previous historian of
the period must have felt. The suspicions enter-
tained of Charles I. by the Parliamentary leaders
forms the most prominent feature of the history of the
Long Parliament. The whole narrative will be
coloured by the conviction of the writer that these
suspicions were either well or ill founded. Yet
hitherto there has been no possibility of penetrating,

except by casual glimpses, behind the veil of

Charles’s privacy. What evidence has been forth-
coming was too scattered and incoherent to con-
vince those who were not half convinced already.
Though even now much remains dark, considerable
light has been thrown upon the secrets of Charles’s
policy by the copies, now in the Record Office, of
the correspondence of Rossetti, the Papal Agent at
the Court of Henrietta Maria, with Cardinal Barberini.
The originals are preserved in the Barberini Palace,
where the agents of the Record Office were permitted,
by the courtesy of the librarian, Don Sante Pieralisi,
to make the copies of them which have stood me in
such good stead. I do not know any literary service
for which I have had reason to be more profoundly
grateful than that which was performed by these
gentlemen by directions.from the authorities at the
Record Office, and of which I and my readers have
been the first to reap the benefit. '
Scarcely less is the gratitude which I feel to Mr.
Rawdon Brown, through whose kindness a great part
of the Venetian despatches relating to this period
were copied and sent to the Record Office. Those
thus forwarded by him are referred to in these
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volumes as ¢ Venetian Transcripts.’” The few with
which I became acquainted through my own exer-
tions are quoted as ¢ Venetian MSS.’:

Of less importance only than these authorities are
the French despatches in the National Library at
Paris or in the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Dutch despatches and the letters of

" Salvetti, the agent of the Grand Duke of Tuscany,
copies of which are to be found in the British
Museum. References to other MSS. in that collec-
tion will be found in their proper place. The
recently acquired Nicholas Papers have already
been of considerable service, and will probably be
even more useful at a later period. It will be un-
derstood that where the name of a printed tract is
followed by the letter E. and a number, the reference
is to the press-mark of the Thomason tracts in the
Museum. A number without the preceding letter
is a reference to the press-mark of other tractsin
the same library.

Outside the walls of our two national repositories,
I have, with considerable advantage, had access,
through the kind permission of the Library Committee
at Guildhall, to the records of the Common Council of
the City of London. Something too has been gained
from the Register House and the Advocates’ Library
at Edinburgh. In the latter is to be found a full
account of the proceedings of the Scottish Commis-
sioners in London during the first months of 1641,
which seems to have escaped the notice of Scottish
antiquariane. Of a very different character are the
Verney MSS. preserved at Claydon. After the close
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of 1639, when Mr. Bruce’s selection, published by the
Camden Society, ends, the correspondence of the
Verney family deals less directly with public affairs,
and there are therefore fewer extracts quoted from
them in the latter part of these volumes than in the
former. But it would be a great mistake to measure
the historical value of this correspondence by the
number of references to it in these pages. After
reading such a mass of letters from men and women
of very different characters and in various positions
in society, the mind of an historian becomes saturated
with the thoughts and ideas of the time, in a way
which is most helpful to him, though he may not be
making even a mental reference to the writers of the
letters themselves, or to the subjects which interest
them. Any regret that I have been unable to bring
before my readers many of the topics of this most
interesting correspondence, is qualified by the know-
ledge that Lady Verney is engaged upon a sketch of
the lives of the early members of the family, drawn
from those papers which she has herself so admirably
arranged, and with the contents of which she is so
familiarly acquainted. No words of mine could ade-
quately express my feeling of the kindness with
which I have been received at Claydon by her and
by Sir Harry Verney, and of the liberality with
which they regard their possession of these inestimable
treasures as a trugt committed to them for the benefit
of all who know how to make use of them.

In one quarter only have I found any difficulty
in procuring access to MSS. of importance. I regret
that Lord Fitzwilliam has not considered it to be
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consistent with his duty to allow me to see the Straf-
ford correspondence preserved at Wentworth Wood-
house. .

It would not be becoming to enter into a criti-
cism of modern writers, as the points at issue could
only be made intelligible at far greater length than I
have here at my disposal ; but as it has been neces-

"sary in the interests of truth to speak clearly on the

extreme carelessness of some of Mr. Forster’s work,
I should not like to be considered to be without sense
of the high services rendered by him to students of
this period of history, especially in quickening an in-
telligent interest in the events of the seventeenth
century. Nor will it, I trust, be presumptuous in me
to record my admiration of the thoroughness and
accuracy of the work of Mr. Sanford and Professor
Masson. I have thought it due to their high repu-
tation to point out in every case the few inaccuracies
in matters of fact which I have detected, excepting
where the fault lay in their not having before them
evidence which has been at my disposal. 1 have
little doubt that if my work were subjected to as
careful revision it would yield a far greater crop of
errors.

Unfortunately in.the second, and part of the first,
volume, I have no longer the benefit of Mr. Hamilton’s
calendar of the Domestic State Papers. Happily for
me he had achieved the greater part of his work
before I outstripped him in my lighter labours.
After the opening of the Long Parliament the State
Papers decrease in volume and interest.

The map at the beginning of the second volume
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is founded on the lists published by Mr. Sanford in
his ¢ Studies on the Great Rebellion.” The red lines
denote not merely those who joined the King at the
commencement of the Civil War, but also those who
subsequently took his side. I have, however, allowed
Sir Ralph Verney’s name to remain with a blue line,
as Mr. Sanford was certainly wrong in speaking of
him as having at any time gone over to the King.
He simply went into exile because he refused to take
the Solemn League and Covenant.

I cannot conclude without especially thanking
Mr. Reginald Palgrave, who kindly consented to look
over these volumes in proof, and whose great know-
ledge of the documents relating to the history of the
time enabled him to supply me with most valuable
corrections and suggestions.

—_> -
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FALL OF THE MONARCHY OF CHARLES I.

—

CHAPTER L

THE RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION.

In the summer of 1637 more than eight years had
passed away since a Parliament had met at West-
minster. During those years, in spite of threats of
war which Charles had neither the nerve nor the

-+ means to carry out, peace had been maintained, and

with the maintenance of peace the material pros-
perity of the country had been largely on the
increase. But the higher aspirations of the nation
remained unsatisfied. England had been without a
government, in the best sense of the word, as truly as
she had been without a Parliament. That pacification
of hostile ecclesiastical parties which Charles had
undertaken to bring about was further off than when
the doors closed upon the Commons after the last
stormy meeting in 1629. The attempt to restore

.harmony to the Church by silencing Puritan doc-

trine, and by the revival of obsolete ceremonies,

had only served to embitter still more that spirit of

opposition which was bitter enough already. The

enforced observance of rites enjoined by external

authority had not as yet produced a temper of

acquiescence. Yet it was in the firm belief that in
VOL. I - B
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this way alone could the spiritual welfare of the
nation be promoted, that men like Laud and Wren
were labouring against the stream which threatened
to sweep them away. “The Fountain of holiness,”
wrote Wren, who as Bishop of Norwich found him-
self in charge of one of the most Puritan districts in
England, “is the Holy Spirit, God blessed for ever.
God the Holy Ghost breathes not but in his Holy
Catholic Church. The Holy Church subsists not
without the Communion of Saints—no communion
with them without union among ourselves—that
union impossible unless we preserve a uniformity for
doctrine and a uniformity for discipline.” !

What Laud and Wren were unable to perceive
was that their attempt to reach unity through uni-
formity was a sign of weakness. They seized upon
the bodies of men because they were unable to reach
their hearts. Yet, as far as could be judged by the
avowed ecclesiastical literature of the day, they were
everywhere triumphant. White and Dow, Heylyn and
Shelford, poured forth quarto after quarto in defence

! Wren to —— (P), May 27. Tanner MSS. Ixviii. fol. g2. The
following passage from the same letter shows how Wren was prepared
to carry out his principles in detail :—“ Here I must be bold to say
plainly the breach of that unity and uniformity in the Church hath prin-
cipally been caused . . . . by lectures and lecturers. . . . Now, therefore,
for the advancing the holy discipline of the Church, and for preserving
uniformity therein, I am resolved to let no man preach in any place
where he is not also charged with the cure; thereby to put a straiter
tie upon him to observe and justify the rites and ceremonies which the
Church enjoineth ; and I shall be very careful, if any man be found oppo-
site or negligent in the one, without any more ado to render him unfit
snd unworthy of the other. For the preserving of unity of doctrine 1
dare promise myself nothing where the preacher shall be forced to suit
his business to the fancy of his auditors, and to say nothing but what
pleases them, at leastwise nothing that may displease them; and this
needs he must do if his means have not some competency in it, and if a
competency, then so much the worse if no certainty, but wholly depend-
ing on the will and pleasure of the hearers.”
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of the festive character of the Lord’s Day, or of the CHAP.
new position assigned to the Communion table. No TE:;T

writer who thought it sinful to shoot at the butts-on
Sunday or to kneel at the reception of the Communion
was permitted to make himself heard. As might
have been expected, indignation found a way. There
were presses in Holland which would print anything
sent to them ; presses too in London itself which did
their work in secret. The risk to which the authors
of unlicensed books were exposed imparted acrimony
to their style. Many a pamphlet, sharp and stinging,
passed rapidly and secretly from hand to hand. Laud
found himself the object of fierce and angry vitupe-
ration. No misstatement was too gross, no charge
too insulting, to be believed against a man who refused
to his adversaries all chance of speaking in their own
defence.

Laud knew no other course than to persist in the

The un-
licensed

Laud re-
solves to

path which he had hitherto followed. The terrors of suppressit.

the Star Chamber and the High Commission must be
evoked against the misleaders of opinion. Three
pamphleteers—William Prynne, Henry Burton, and
John Bastwick—were selected for punishment.
Prynne’s style of writing had not grown less
bitter since his exposure in the pillory in 1634.
Under the title of A Divine Tragedy lately acted he
clandestinely printed a collection of examples of God’s
judgments upon Sabbath-breakers. He told of the
sudden deaths of young men who had on that day
amused themselves by ringing a peal of bells, and of
young women who had enjoyed a dance on the same
day. He went on to argue that this wickedness was but
the natural fruit of the King’s Declaration of Sports,
and of other books which had been published by au-
thority. He attributed a fresh outbreak of the
B2

~

1636.

o
Tragedy.
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plague to the special sin of Sabbath-breaking. In
another pamphlet, called News from Ipswich, he
directed a violent attack upon Bishop Wren, after
which he proceeded to charge the Bishops as a body
with suppressing preaching in order to pave the way
for the introduction of Popery. He called upon
‘pious King Charles’ to do justice on the whole
episcopal order by which he had been robbed of the
love of God and of his people, and which aimed at
plucking the crown from his head, that they might
¢ get it on their own ambitious pates.’

Burton was as outspoken as Prynne. On No-
vember 5, 1636, he preached two sermons which he
afterwards published under the title of For God and
the King. 1Inthese he attacked the tables turned into
altars, the crucifixes set up, and the bowing towards
the East, with a fierce relentlessness which was certain
to tell on the popular mind. The inference which
would be widely drawn was that these innovations
being the work of the Bishops, the sooner their office
was abolished the better it would be for the nation.

The inference at which Burton arrived was the
starting-point of Bastwick. Born in Essex, and
brought up, like so many Essex men, in the straitest
principles of Puritanism, he had, after a short sojourn
at Emmanuel College, the stronghold of Puritanism
at Cambridge, left England to serve as a soldier,
probably in the Dutch army.! He afterwards studied
medicine at Padua, and returned home in 1623 to
practise his profession at Colchester.

Ten years later he published his Flagellum Pon-
tificis in Holland. It was an argument in favour of
Presbyterianism. He was, in consequence, brought

! This is nowhere stated ; but his constant use of the word_“ groll " as
a term of reproach indicates familiarity with the Dutch language,
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before the High Commission and sentenced to a fine
of 1,000l., to exclusion from the practice of medicine,
and to an imprisonment which was to last till he saw
fit to retract his opinions.!

The Flagellum Pontificis was a staid production, t

unlikely to inflame the minds even of those who were
able to read the Latin in which it was couched.
Bastwick’s next book was the Apologeticus, more fiery
in its tone, but still shrouding its vehemence in Latin
from the popular eye? At last he flung off all
restraint and struck fiercely at his persecutors. The

Litany of John Bastwick kept no quarter with the.

Bishops. “From plague, pestilence, and famine,” he
prayed, ¢ from bishops, priests, and deacons, good
Lord, deliver us!” The Prelates, he said, were the
enemies of God and the King. They were the tail of
the Beast. They had opened ‘the very schools to
ungodliness and unrighteousness, impiety and all
manner of licentiousness.” The Church was ¢ as full of
ceremonies as a dog is full of fleas.” ¢To speak the
truth, such a multitude of trumperies and grollish®
ceremonies are brought in by the Prelates as all the
substance of religion is thrust out.” Churchwardens
were ordered to inform ‘about capping, ducking,
standing, and kneeling,’ as well as to accuse persons
wandering from their own parishes in search of more
palatable doctrine than was to be found at home, and
persons who met in private for mutual edification and
prayer. In Bastwick’s eyes the Ecclesiastical Courts
were altogether abominable. I shall ever be of this
opinion,” he wrote, ¢ that there is never a one of the
Prelates’ Courts but the wickedness of that alone and

1 Sentence, Feb. 12, 1635. 8. P. Dom. cclxi. 178,
? Its first title is mpdfeis @ émoxdrav.
3 Dutch, ¢ grollig,’ foolish.
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CHAP. their vassals in it is able to bring a continual and
e v perpetual plague upon the King’s three dominions.”
" All manner of wickedness was there vendible, so that
if men would but open their purses ¢ remission of sins
and absolution, with a free immunity from all dangers,’
would be ¢with facility granted them.’ ¢ Take
notice,” he wrote in conclusion, “so far am I from .
flying or fearing, as I resolve to make war against the
Beast, and every limb of Antichrist, all the days of my
life. . . . If I die in that battle, so much the sooner I
shall be sent in a chariot of triumph to heaven; and
when I come there, I will, with those that are under
the altar, cry, ¢ How long, Lord, holy and true, dost
Thou not judge and avenge our blood upon them
that dwell upon the earth ?’”
Lume 14 On June 14 the three assailants of the Bishops
Chamber appeared before the Star Chamber to answer to a
‘sl charge of libel. Even men who were attached to the
existing system of government long remembered with
bitterness the scene which followed. When Prynne
took his place at the bar, Finch called upon the usher
of the Court to hold back the locks with which he
had done his best to cover the scars left by the
execution of his former sentence. I had thought,”
said the Chief Justice with a sneer, ¢ Mr. Prynne had
no ears, but methinks he hath ears.” The execu-
tioner had dealt mercifully with him three years
before, and there was still a possibility of carrying
out the sentence which Finch had made up his mind
to inflict. The three cases were practically unde-
fended. Burton’s answer had been signed by his
counsel, but was rejected by the Court as irrelevant.
The answers of the other two were so violent that no
lawyer could be induced to sign them. The three
accused persons said what they could, but in the place
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in which they stood nothing that they could say was
likely to avail them. ¢“There are some honourable
Lords in this Court,” said Bastwick, his old military
instincts stirring strongly within him, ¢ that have
been forced out as combatants in a single duel.! It
is between the Prelates and us at this time as between
two that have been appointed the field; the one,
being a coward, goes to the magistrate, and by virtue
of his authority disarms the other of his weapons,
and gives him a bulrush, and then challanges him to
fight. If this be not base cowardice, I know not
what belongs to a soldier. This is the case between
the Prelates and us; they take away our weapons—
our answers—by virtue of your authority, by which
we should defend ourselves; and yet they bid us
fight. My Lord, doth not this savour of a base,
cowardly spirit? I know, my Lord, there is a decree
gone forth—for my sentence was passed long ago—
to cut off our ears.”

The sentence was indeed a foregone conclusion. At
Cottington’s motion the three accused men were con-
demned to lose their ears, to be fined 5,000l. apiece,
and to be imprisoned for the remainder of their lives
in the castles of Carnarvon, Launceston, and Lan-
caster, where, it was fondly hoped, no breath of
Puritan sympathy would reach them more. Finch
savagely added a wish that Prynne, as a seditious
libeller, should be branded on the cheeks with the
letters S L, and Finch’s suggestion was unanimously
adopted.?

The speech which Laud delivered in Court was

long and argumentative.® The main charge against
1 The reference was to the Earl of Dorset, whose duel, when he was
Sir E. Sackvile, with Lord Bruce is well known.
* A brief relation. Harl. Misc. iv. 12.
3 Laud to Wentworth, June 28. Works, vii. 355.
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him was that the ceremonies which he had enforced
were innovations on established usage. His answer
was in effect that they were not innovations on the
established law. On many points of detail he had far
the better of the argument. The removal of the
Communion table to the east end he treated as a
mere matter of convenience, for the sake of decency
and order; and he quoted triumphantly an expres-
sion of the Calvinistic Bishop Davenant, “’Tis ignor-
ance to think that the standing of the holy table
there relishes of Popery.” His own practice of bow-
ing he defended. “ For my own part,” he said, “I
take myself bound to worship with body as well as
soul whenever I come where God is worshipped ; and
were this kingdom such as would allow no holy table

-standing in its proper place—and such places some

there are—yet I would worship God when I came
into His house.” He flatly denied that he had com-
pelled anyone to follow his example. “Yet,” he said,
“ the Government is so moderate that no man is con-
strained, no man questioned, only religiously called
upon—* Come, let us worship.”” True perhaps in the
letter, this defence was not true in spirit. Even
if those cathedrals and chapels, where the statutes
inculcated the practice of bowing upon entrance,
had been left out of sight, there was an almost irre-
gistible influence exercised in favour of the general
observance of the custom.

To the question of the King’s jurisdiction in
ecclesiastical matters Laud answered with equal firm-

ness. One of the charges brought against the Arch-

bishop was that he was undermining the Royal
authority by laying claim to a Divine right for his
own order. On this point the speech was most em-
phatic. “Though our office,” Laud said, “be from

-_—
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God and Christ immediately, yet may we not exercise
that power, either of order or jurisdiction, but as
God hath appointed us; that is not in his Majesty’s or
any Christian king’s kingdoms, but by and under the
power of the King given us so to do.” So pleased
was Charles with the language of the Archbishop
that he ordered the immediate publication of his
speech. He also referred to the Judges the question
whether the Bishops had infringed on his prerogative
by issuing processes in their own names, and the
Judges unanimously decided that they had not.!

Whatever the Judges might say they could not
meet the rising feeling that the power of the Crown
was being placed at the disposal of a single ecclesias-
tical party. Large numbers of Englishmen leapt to
the conclusion that the object of that party was the
restoration of the Papal authority. The three years
which had just gone by—the years of the metro-
political visitation—had effected a great change in
the temper of the nation. In 1634, as far as any
evidence has reached us; Prynne had suffered un-
cheered by any sign of sympathy. There was no
lack of sympathy now. As he stepped forth, with
Burton and Bastwick by his side, on his way to the
place where the sentence of the Star Chamber was
to be carried out, he found the path strewed with
herbs and flowers. Bastwick was the first to mount
the scaffold. He was quickly followed by his wife.
She kissed him on his ears and mouth. The
crowd set up an admiring shout. ¢ Farewell, my
dearest,” said her husband as she turned to descend,
“be of good comfort ; I am nothing dismayed.”

For two hours the three stood pilloried, con-
versing freely with the bystanders. The first occa-

1 Rymer, xx. 143, 156.
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sion of my trouble,” said Bastwick, “ was by the

-1'6"'-.-’ Prelates, for writing a book against the Pope, and

June 30.

the Pope of Canterbury said I wrote against him,
and therefore questioned me; but if the presses were
as open to us as formerly they have been, we should
scatter his kingdom about his ears.” Prynne charac-
teristically employed his time in explaining that his
sentence was not warranted by precedent. The real
cause of his coming there, he said, was his refusal to

‘acknowledge that the Prelates held their office by

Divine right. He was ready to argue the question
against all comers, and, if he did not make his point
good, to be ¢hanged at the Hall Gate.” Once more
the people shouted applaudingly. Burton followed,
thanking God that He had enabled him thus to suffer.
Even the rough men whose duty it was to super-
intend the execution were melted to pity, and sought
to alleviate his suffering by placing a stone to ease
the weight of the pillory on his neck. His wife sent
him a message that ‘she was more cheerful of’ that
¢ day than of her wedding-day.’ ¢S8ir,” called out a
woman in the crowd, “every Christian is not worthy
of the honour which the Lord hath cast on you this
day.” <«“Alas!” replied Burton, “ who is worthy of
the least mercy? But it is His gracious favour and
free gift to account us worthy in the behalf of Christ
to suffer anything for His sake.” !

At last the time arrived for sharper suffering.
« After two hours,” wrote a collector of news, * the
hangman began to cut off the ears of Mr. Burton, and
at the cutting of each ear there was such a roaring as
if every one of them had at the same instant lost an
ear.” Bastwick, making use of his surgical know-
ledge, instructed the executioner how ¢ to cut off his

! Harl. Misc. iv. 19.



PRYNNE, BASTWICK, AND BURTON.

ears quickly and very close, that he might come
there no more.” ¢The hangman,” wrote one who
recorded the scene, ‘“burnt Prynne in both the
cheeks, and, as I hear, because he burnt one
cheek with a letter the wrong way, he burnt that
again ; presently a surgeon clapped on a plaster to
take out the fire. The hangman hewed off Prynne’s
ears very scurvily, which put him to much pain ; and
after he stood long in the pillory before his head
could be got out, but that was a chance.”! Amongst
the crowd not all were on Prynne’s side. ¢ The
humours of the people were various; some wept,
some laughed, and some were very reserved.” A story
got about which, whether it were true or false, was
certain to be eagerly credited, that ¢ a Popish fellow
told some of those which wept that, if so be they
would turn Catholics, they need fear none of this
punishment” On his way back to prison Prynne
composed a Latin distich, in which he interpreted the
S L which he now bore indelibly on his cheeks as
Stigmata Laudis, the Scars of Laud.?

Well might Laud come to the conclusion that his
purposes were hindered rather than furthered by
such an exhibition. *“ What say you,” he wrote to
‘Wentworth, ¢ that Prynne and his fellows should be
suffered to talk what they pleased while they stood in
the pillory?”® Even here his policy of the enforce-
ment of silence had broken down. The very execu-
tioners had turned against him.

_ The manifestation of popular feeling round the
scaffold was repeated when the prisoners were led out
of London to their far-distant dungeons. Of Bast-

1 Not ‘a shame,’ as printed by Mr. Bruce.

3 Rossingham’s Newsletter, July 6. Documents relating to Prynne,
Camd. Soc., 86.

$ Laud to Wentworth, Aug. 28. Straf. Letters, ii. 99.
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wick’s journey, indeed, no account has reached us.

~——— Prynne, as he passed along the Northern Road, was

1637,
July 27.

July 28.

greeted with the loudest declarations of sympathy,
which were at the same time declarations of hostility
to Laud. At Barnet friendly hands prepared for him
a dinner. At St. Albans six or seven of the towns-
men joined him at supper with hospitable greeting.
At Coventry he was visited by one of the aldermen,
At Chester he became an object of interest to the
townsmen. When Burton left London by the Western

. Road, crowds joined in shouting ¢ God bless you !’ as

Aug.
Oond‘llaom
of im-

ment.

he passed with his gaolers.!

The conditions under which the three were im-
prisoned were hard enough. The use of pen and ink
was strictly prohibited. No book was allowed to
enter the cells of the prisoners except ¢ the Bible, the
Book of Common Prayer, and such other canonical
books as were consonant to the religion professed in
the Church of England.’ Anxious as the Privy
Council was for the orthodoxy of the prisoners, it was
still more anxious that no voice of theirs should again
be heard to lead astray the silly sheep who were
unable to distinguish between the false shepherds and
the true. Launceston and Carnarvon and Lancaster
were far enough removed from the centres of popula-
tion, but the keepers reported that they were unable
to make adequate provision for the isolation of their
charges from the outer world. Fresh orders were
therefore issued to transfer the prisoners to still more
inaccessible strongholds, where their persuasive
tongues might find no echo. Bastwick was to be
immured in a fort in the Scilly Isles. Burton was to
be confined in Cornet Castle in Guernsey, Prynne in

! Examinations of Maynard and Ingram, Sept. 22. 8. P. Dom.
ecelxviil. 14.
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Mont Orgueil in Jersey. The object of the Council
was not that they should be separated from the world,
but that the world should be separated from them.
Burton and Bastwick were married men; and strict
orders were given that their wives should not be
allowed to land in the islands in which the prisoners
were detained, lest they should ¢be evil instruments
to scatter abroad their dangerous opinions and de-

signs.’!

The three men, victims to Laud’s terror rather
than to his hatred, were thus doomed, to all appear-
ance, to a life-long seclusion from mankind. Other
voices took up their tale. Libels picked up in the
streets charged the Archbishop with being the cap-
tain of the army of the Devil in his war against the
saints. A copy of the Star Chamber decree was
nailed to a board. Its corners were cut off as the
ears of Laud’s victims had been cut off at Westminster.
A broad ink-mark was drawn round his own name.
An inscription declared that « The man that puts the
saints of God into a pillory of wood stands here in a
pillory of ink.”? ’

Laud could but press on to the end in the path
on which he had entered. The silence requisite for
the success of his scheme must be enforced still more
strictly. There must be no weak concession, no idle
folding of the hands whilst the enemy was on the
alert. The policy of ¢Thorough’ must take its
course. As far as statute law was concerned, the
English press was as free in the reign of Charles as it
is in the reign of Victoria. It was muzzled by a
decree of the Star Chamber, issued at the time when
the throne of Elizabeth was assailed by bitter and

! Documents relating to Prynne, Camd. Soc. 62-69.
? Laud to Wentworth, Aug. P Works, vii. 364.
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unscrupulous attacks. That decree was now rein-
forced by another still more sharp. The number of
printers authorised to carry on their trade in London

Star Cham- Was to be reduced to twenty. Even books formerly

her decree
on the
press.

Clandestine
publica-
tions,

Laud and
the Catho-
lics.

licensed were not to be republished without a fresh
examination. Any man not of the number of the
privileged twenty who ventured to print a book was
‘to be set in the pillory and whipped through the
City of London.’!

The appetite for unlicensed literature was too
strong to be thus baulked. Clandestine presses con-
tinued to pour forth pamphlets to be read by ad-
miring and increasing crowds. Laud’s attempt to
silence his accusers only added fresh zest to the
banquet of libel and invective. The decorous tones
which issued from the licensed press to bewail the
folly and ignorance of the times convinced none who
were not convinced already.

Under no circumstances was this system of re-
pression likely to take permanent root in England.
To have given it even a temporary chance of success
it must have been applied fairly on the right hand as
well as on the left. The Catholic must suffer as well
as the Puritan.

So much Laud clearly saw. He knew full well
that the charge brought against him of complicity
with the Church of Rome was entirely false; and as
he could not prove his Protestantism by tenderness to
the Puritans, the only way open to him to convince
the world that he was not a secret emissary of the
Pope was to persecute the members of the Papal
Church. For some time, therefore, he had been
pleading earnestly with the Council to take steps to

1 Rushw. ii. 450, App. 305. Lambe’s List of Printers, July. §. P.
Dom. ccelxiv. 111,
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limit the freedom of action recently enjoyed by the
Catholics.

One invincible stumbling-block stood in Laud’s
way. For no persistent course of policy was Charles’s
support to be relied on. With no imaginative insight
into the condition of the world around him, he did not
share in Laud’s prognostications of evil. Puritanism
was not to him a wolf held by the ears, but simply a
troublesome and factious spirit which needed to be
kept down by sharp discipline, but which was not
likely to be really formidable. . His fear of danger

from the Catholics was even less than his fear of ca

danger from the Puritans. To him they were merely
well-disposed, gentlemanly persons with improper
notions about some religious doctrines, and more
especially with some theoretical objections to the
Royal supremacy, which were not very likely to in-
fluence their practice. It never entered his head that
familiarity with such pleasant companions was the
most dangerous course which he could possibly
pursue.

The King’s friendly intercourse with Panzani had
been continued with Con, the Scotchman who suc-
ceeded him as Papal Agent at the Queen’s Court.
Con dropped the subject of the reunion of the
Churches, which had now served its purpose; and if
the negotiation for a modification of the oath of alle-
giance was still occasionally heard of, it was more for
the sake of appearance than from any expectation
that it would be really possible to come to an under-
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standing with the King on this subject. Charles was .

quite satisfied to find in Con a well-informed and
respectful man, ready to discuss politics or theology
without acrimony by the hour, and to flatter him
with assurances of the loyalty of his Catholic subjects,
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CHAP. without forgetting to point to the sad contrast exhi-

bited by the stiff-necked and contemptuous Puritan.

There were quarters in which ordinary Puritanism
met with but little sympathy where offence was
given by this unwise familiarity. At the festival of
the Knights of the Garter the brilliant assembly was
kept waiting for the commencement of the service in
the Royal Chapel till the King had finished exhibiting
his pictures to the representative of the Pope. On
another occasion, when the Court was assembled to
witness the leave-taking of the French Ambassador,
Seneterre, the Privy Councillors occupied their
accustomed positions at the King’s right hand, Laud,
in virtue of his Archbishopric, standing next to the
throne. The Queen was on Charles’s left, and next
to her was Con. “Now,” said a lady of the Court
to the Scottish priest, «there is only a step between
the Archbishop and you. Shake hands and agree to-
gether.” “Our Lord,” answered Con significantly,
“ stands with his arms open to receive all men into
the bosom of the Holy Church.”!

Panzani had striven in vain to win Charles to
more than well-bred friendliness. Con turned his
attention to the Queen. It had never hitherto been
possible to rouse her to more than spasmodic efforts
even on behalf of the Catholics. Averse to sustained
exertion, and intervening only from some personal
interest or momentary pique, she had contented her-
self with the consciousness that the persecution under
which the Catholics suffered had been gradually
relaxed. Con wished to make her an active agent in
the propagation of the faith, and he was seconded by
Walter Montague, who had been recently allowed to
return to England, though he was received more

! Con to Barberini, 377, July . Add. MSS. 15,390, fol. 246,346.
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warmly at Somerset House than at Whitehall. Be-
tween them they succeeded in securing the support
of the Queen for that work of individual proselytism
which was to supersede Panzani’s fantastic scheme
for the absorption of the Church of England. It is
true that in the actual work of gaining converts
Henrietta Maria took but little part; but she showed
a warm interest in the process, and she prided herself
in protecting the converts made byothers. It was her
part to win from her fond husband, by arguments, by
prayers, if need be by tears, their release from the
consequences of a too open violation of the harsh laws
which still held their place on the Statute Book, and
which were supported by a widely diffused public
opinion. At one time she was closeted every morning
with Con in eager consultation over the best means of
swaying Charles’s mind in favour of the Catholics.

The protection of the Queen was invaluable to
Con. For active energy he looked elsewhere. The
soul of the proselytising movement was Mrs. Porter,
the wife of that Endymion Porter who had been
employed in so many secret missions by James and
Charles. By her mother she was a niece of Buck-
ingham, and she had inherited the quick decision and
the prompt impetuosity of the splendid favourite.
One day she heard that her father, Lord Boteler, was
seriously ill. At once she drove down to his country
seat, hurried the old man into her coach, and carried
him up to London. She then brought the priests
around him, and was able, before he died, to boast of
him as a convert. Her triumph was the greater be-
cause her Protestant sister, Lady Newport, had also
driven off to secure the sick man, and had arrived
at his house too late.

! Con to Barberinj, X", Add. M8S. 15,390, fol. 213,
VOL. I. C
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The next object of Mrs. Porter’s attack was the

—— Marchioness of Hamilton, another of Buckingham’s

1637.

Lady
Hamilton.

nieces. Her bright beauty had not long since been the
theme of admiring tongues, which had celebrated her
gentleness of heart as equal to the attractions of her
person. She was now fading away under that wast-
ing disease which carried her off a few months later.

In this condition she was peculiarly susceptible to

religious impressions, and she was plied with contro-
versial books till she was almost ready to surrender.
Her father, Lord Denbigh, ¢a Puritan ass,’ as Con
contemptuously called him, summoned the Bishop of
Carlisle to his assistance. The old argument that
there was no safety in the next world for those who
died outside the pale of the Roman Church was
plentifully used. The Bishop replied that if the lady
remained a Protestant he would be ready to pledge
his soul for her salvation.! It will profit you little,
my sister,” sneered Mrs. Porter, ¢ that this old man’s
soul should keep company with yours in the Devil’s
house.” Lady Hamilton’s conversion, however, was

* never openly avowed, either because, as Mrs. Porter

Lady New-
port.

fancied, she shrank from giving pain to her relations,
or because, as is more probable, the influences of her
old faith were still living in her heart, and made
themselves heard as soon as she was removed
from the overpowering presence of her impetuous
cousin.?

Other converts, ladies for the most part, followed
in no inconsiderable numbers. At last the world
was startled by the news that even Lady Newport
had announced herself a Catholic. In an unguarded
moment she had undertaken the part of a champion

1 ¢Che mettera la sua anima per quella di lei.’
* Con to Barberini, Uct. 3. Add. MS8. 15,390, fol. 453.
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of Protestantism, for which neither her temperament
nor her knowledge fitted her. Once engaged in
argument with the priests, she was beaten from point
to point till she laid down her arms. Her husband,
the eldest son of the adulterous union between the
Earl of Devonshire and Lady Rich, and thus the
half-brother of Warwick and Holland, was high in
Charles’s favour. As Master of the Ordnance he
held an important post in the service of the State.
A Protestant by position and from a sense of honour
rather than from a closely reasoned conviction, he
felt his wife’s change of religion as a slur upon
his own good name. Hurrying to Lambeth, he

adjured Laud to punish the instruments of his mis- n

fortune. Together with Con he named Walter Mon-
tague and Sir Toby Matthew, though it would seem
that the two latter had had no part in the affair.
Laud was eager enough to do as Newport wished.
On the next Council day he spoke his mind freely on
the unusual favours accorded to the Catholics, and
begged the King to forbid Montague’s access to Court,
and to allow proceedings to be taken against him in
the High Commission. He knew well that he would
himself be held accountable for these defections
from the English Church. This time it seemed as
if he would have his way. Charles expressed his
displeasure at what had occurred, and declared his
intention of providing a remedy. But Laud had
counted without the Queen. Con had urged her to
stand up stoutly for her religion. When once Hen-
rietta Maria was really interested in a cause, difficulty

and danger only produced on her an exhilarating-

effect. The language held by Laud in the Council

was reported to her almost immediately. In the

evening, when the King visited her in her apart-
03 '
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ments, she spoke her mind freely to him of the inso-
lence of the Archblshop Charles could not make
up his mind to fly in his wife’s face. ‘I doubt not,”
wrote Laud to Wentworth, after recounting what had
taken place, “but I have enemies enough to make
use of this. But, howsoever, I must bear it, and get
out of the briars as I can. Indeed, my Lord, I have

-a very hard task, and God, I beseech Him, make

me good corn, for I am between two great factions,
very like corn between two mill-stones.” !

In his distress Laud appealed to the King.
Charles recommended him to seek out the Queen.
“You will find my wife reasonable,” he said. He
did not see that his wife had made herself the centre
of the opposition of which Laud complained. The
Archbishop replied by proposing in full Council that
her chapel at Somerset House, as well as the chapels
of the Ambassadors, should be closed against the
entrance of English subjects. His proposal received
warm support, and orders were given for the pre-
paration of a proclamation against the Catholics.

Con was warned of what had happened by his
friends in the Council, and the Queen was warned by
Con. Henrietta Maria took up the quarrel so warmly
that Con besought her to moderate her excitement.
She felt that in defending the liberty of her chapel
she was warding off insult from herself.

Charles tried to effect a compromise with his wife.
He would leave Somerset House alone; but he in-
sisted that something must be done with the chapels
of the Ambassadors. Ofiate, the Spanish Ambassa-
dor, who since his arrival in England had been

1 Oon to Barberini, Oct. 3. .Add. MSS. 15,390, fol. 461. Laud’s
Diary, Oct. 22. Laud to Wentworth, Nov. 1. Works, iii. 229, vii.
378. Garrard to Wentworth, Nov. 9. Straf. Letters, ii. 128,
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making himself as disagreeable as he possibly could,
had lately given offence by announcing that he would
build a larger chapel than the Queen herself could
boast of. A proclamation therefore there must be.
But Charles did his best to explain it away. ¢ This
sort of thing,” he assured Con, “is done every year.
No one would say a word against it if you would let
my wife alone.” Con had no intention of letting her
alone. Her new position of protectress of her
Church in England flattered her vanity. Her chapel
was thronged with worshippers. The Holy Sacra-
ment was on the altar till noon, to satisfy the devotion
of the multitude of communicants. On festivals nine
masses were celebrated in the course of the morning.
The Queen strove hard to induce the King to refrain
from issuing any proclamation at all. It was a
struggle for influence between her and Laud, and she
threw herself into it with all the energy of which
she was capable. To his astonishment, Con found
himself growing in favour even with men who were
known as Puritans, as soon as he measured his
strength with the man whom they most abhorred.
He at least, they said, professed his belief openly,
which was more than could be said of Laud.!

All through the month of November the struggle
lasted. It was not till December that Con learnt that
orders had been secretly given for the issue of the
proclamation. He again begged Charles to withdraw
it, and Charles answered that it was merely directed
against the scandal given by indiscreet Catholics.
“With your good leave,” he said, “I wish to show
that Tam of the religion whichI profess. . . . Every-
one ought to know that the quiet which the Catholics
enjoy is derived from my clemency. It is necessary

! Con to Barberini, Nov. %, 13. .Add. MSS. 15,390, fol. 469, 476.
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to remind them that they live in England, not in
Rome.” Con tried to irritate him against Laud. He
replied that he was following the advice of the whole
Council, not that of Laud alone. The proclamation,
he added, would be moderate enough. In fact, as
Con afterwards learnt, Charles had promised his wife
to omit anything to which she might take exception.
So complete was the Queen’s triumph that she even
consented to admit Laud to her presence, and to
extend to him some qualified tokens of her favour.!

Thus manipulated, the proclamation was at last
issued on December 20. In its final shape it could
hardly give offence to anyone. Even Con described
it as ‘so mild as to seem rather a paternal admoni-
tion to the Catholics than a menace.” The Puritans,
he added, were of the same opinion. In fact, it con-
tained nothing more than a threat that those who
persisted in withdrawing his Majesty’s subjects from
the Church of England would do so ¢under pain of
the several punishments’ provided by the law, and
that all who gave scandal by the celebration of masses
would be punished according to their offence. No
definition was given of the amount of notoriety which
was to constitute scandal.

Gentle as theadmonition was, Henrietta Maria could
not resist the temptation to treat it with contempt. On
Christmas Day, by her special orders, Lady Newport
and the other recent converts were marshalled to re-
ceive the Communion in a body at Somerset House. As
soon as the Queen returned toher apartments she called
Con to her side. “ You have now seen,” she said to him
triumphantly, * what has come of the proclamation.”®

1 Con to Barberini, Dec. 3. I¥d. fol. 498. Laud's Diary, Dec. 12.
Works, iii. 230. °* * Proclamation, Dec. 20. Rymer, xx. 180.
® Con to Barberini, =2, Add. MSS. 15,391, fol. 1.
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The Queen’s open defiance of the proclamation
gave the tone to every priest in England Never
were masses more publicly celebrated in the Ambas-
sadors’ chapels, or with less concealment in the houses
of the Catholic laity. ¢ Before you came,” said Lady
Arundel to Con, “I would not for a million have
entertained a priest at my table, and now you see
how common a thing it is.” The proclamation, in
fact, had been merely wrung from Charles by Laud’s
insistence, supported by the special annoyance caused
by the bravado of the Spanish Ambassador. He was
too sure of his own position, too blind to the real
dangers by which it was surrounded, to sympathise
with Laud’s perception of the risk which he would
incur by holding the balance uneven between the
Puritans and the Catholics. ¢ The Archbishop,” he
said to Con, “is & very honest man, but he wants to
have everything his own way.”!

There is no reason to regret that Laud did not in
this case have his way. The danger from Rome was
less serious than it seemed. The bait held out by the
Papal clergy appealed to the lower and more selfish
side of human nature. Fantastic speculators like
Sir Kenelm Digby, witty intriguers like Walter
Montague, brought no real strength to the cause which
they espoused ; whilst the gay Court ladies, whose life
had hitherto been passed in a round of amusement,

1 Con to Barberini, June &, July 13, 1638. Ibid. fol. 164, 204.

Laud’s bewilderment at the charge brought against him of being secretly
a Roman Catholic is well expressed by some words which he made use of

nearly two years previously. ¢ Because,” he said, “he strove to main-

tain the old orders of the Church, the common people, who were enemies
to all order and government, proclaimed him a Papist ; but (if he had
been one) he had had reason enough—besides his ill-usage he had when
he had no friend at Court but the King—to have left the Church and
have gone beyond seas.”” Charles Lewis to Elizabeth, May 31, 1636.
Forster MSS., in the South Kensington Museum.
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CHAP. were personally the better by submitting to a sterner
—?—r discipline than any which they had hitherto known.
ous  The arguments by which they had been moved ap-
pealed to motives too low to exercise any attractive
force over the real leaders of the age, or to be other-
wise than repulsive to the sense of honour which was

the common property of English gentlemen.
The Earl of Such a man, for instance, as William Cavendish,
Earl of Newcastle, was entirely beyond the reach of
Con. In the summer of 1638 he was selected by
Charles to be the governor of his eldest son. * He
was a fine gentleman,” wrote Clarendon, who knew
him well; ¢“active and full of courage, and most
accomplished in those qualities of horsemanship,
dancing; and fencing which accompany a good
breeding, in which his delight was. Besides that, he
was amorous in poetry and music, to which he in-
dulged the greatest part of his time. . . . He loved
monarchy, as it was the foundation of his own great-
ness ; and the Church, as it was constituted for the
splendour and security of the Crown ; and religion, as
it cherished and maintained that order and obedience
that was necessary to both, without any other pas-
sion for the particular opinions which were grown up
in it and distinguished it into parties, than as he
detested whatsoever was like to disturb the public
peace.”! Con’s- report of Newcastle tallies almost
exactly with that of the English historian. “In
matters of religion,” he wrote, « the Earl is too in-
different. He hates the Puritans, he laughs at the
Protestants, and has little confidence in the Catholics.
In speaking with him, therefore, I have been obliged
to touch upon first principles, and to bring him to the
axiom that in things doubtful the safer part is to be

! Clarendon, viii. 82.
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MILTON'S ¢ LYCIDAS.’

chosen.”! It was to no purpose that the temptation
was held out to such a man as this. The careless,
worldly temper of a Newcastle gave as little hold to
Con as the higher virtue of nobler men.

Enough was, however, done to alarm English e

Protestants. The charge, indeed, which a later age
has to bring against Charles is not that he abstained
from persecuting the Catholics, but that he failed to
give fair play to the diverse elements of which the
English Church was compounded Catholic books
passed from hand to hand. Furitanism was an object
of derision to all who took their tone from Whitehall,
and of stern repression in the Ecclesiastical Courts.
Men who had no sympathy with Calvinistic dogma-
tism were attracted by that stern morality which
rebuked the solemn trifling which was the atmosphere
of Charles’s Court.

To such a feeling as this Milton at last gave ex-
pression in that high satire which bursts forth, as
if from some suddenly raised volcano, out of the
smooth and graceful lamentations of the Lycidas.
Nothing in Milton’s past life gave warning of the in-
tensity of his scorn. Nothing in the subject which
he had chosen invited him to check the flow of his
private grief that he might bewail the public sorrows
of his time. Yet from these public sorrows he could
not avert his gaze. As it had been with Dante, the
poet of medieval Catholicism, so was it with the man
who was training himself to be one day the poet of
English Puritanism. The living interest in the joys
and sorrows of the great world around him, even the
mere official acquaintance with the dry details of
public business, by which rulers attempt, if they rise
at all to the height of their duty, to increase those

! Con to Barkerini, Sept. ;5. Add. MSS. 15,391, fol. 235.
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the Englishman as they strengthened the great Italian
to seek for consolation in a serener and purer atmo-

sphere than that in which the best and wisest of
statesmen must be content to work. Milton had not
as yet had any close insight into the difficulties of
government. He saw the evil; he could not descry
the hindrances to good. Before the eye of his ima-
gination rose the Apostle Peter, mournfully ad-
dressing the dead Lycidas, lost too early to earthly
service. The indignant poet cannot choose but to
tell how the pilot of the Galilean lake’

Shook his mitred locks, and stern beepake,

“ How well would I have spared for thee, young man,
Enow of such as for their bellies’ sake

Creep and intrude, and climb into the fold !

Of other care they little reckoning make,

Than how to scramble at the shearers’ feast

And shove away the worthy bidden guest.

Blind mouths ! that scarce themselvee know how to hold
A sheep-hook, or have learnt aught else the least

That to the faithful herdsman’s art belongs,

‘What recks it them? 'What need they ? They are sped,
And when they list their lean and flashy songs

Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretched straw.

The hungry sheep look up and are'not fed,

But swoln with wind, and the rank mist they draw,
Rotinwardly, and foul contagion spread,

Besides what the grim wolf with privy paw

Daily devours apace and nothing said.”

Milton’s indignation was not as the indignation of
Prynne or Bastwick. He did not approach the Church
question from the ceremonial side. He did not as
yet care to ask whether the Church ought to be
Episcopalian or Presbyterian. There is still a touch
of the poet of Il Penseroso and of the Elegy on Bishop
Andrewes in the ¢mitred locks’ of Peter. He is
kindled to wrath by the moral results of Laud’s
discipline—results which he doubtless exaggerated,
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but which were certainly not entirely imaginary. He
saw that, whether Laud were consciously tending to-
wards the Roman Church or not, his superabundant
care for the externals of religion was eating the heart
out of English Protestantism. It invited the allegi-
ance of men to whom nothing was easier than to
assume a posture or to clothe themselves in a vest-
ment. It repelled the allegiance of men who saw in
that posture or that vestment a token of the sub-
ordination to external forms of the spiritual life itself.

Milton did more than denounce the system which
he hated so thoroughly. He predicted its speedy
overthrow. He announced that

That two-handed engine at the door
Stands ready to smite once and smite no more.!

The prophecy was doubtless intentionally left in:
vague and mysterious outline, but its general inten-
tion was unmistakable.

Milton’s voice expressed the deepest feelings of
the nation. Slowly and reluctantly the generation of
serious Englishmen now advancing towards middle age
was coming to the conclusion that the overthrow of
the Laudian system was the one thing necessary for

1 It is impossible to be dogmatical on the precise meaning of the
words, but the interpretation of its referring to the two Houses of Par-
liament cannot be right. Not only was an impeaching Parliament out
of the range of probability in 1637, but the engine was to be held by two
hands, not to be two engines held by one. The idea of the axe laid to
the root of the tree seems most natural. Professor Masson says (Milton’s
Works, iii. 455) that the engine here ¢is at the door of an edifice, not at
the root of a tree.” Milton, however, may have meant to mingle the idea
of emiting the system with the idea of smiting the persons who supported
it. He may not have wished to be too definite, and the expression ¢blind
mouths’ shows that we must not look for rigid consistency. Perha ps,
too, he was thinking in an indistinct way of the iron flail with which
Talus stormed the castle of the Lady Munera, and wished to intensify the
crushing nature of the;blow by turning the one-handed weapon of
Spenser into a two-handed engine.
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the restoration of a healthy spiritual life. The feeling
was all the stronger because all moral earnestness was
repelled by the loose follies of the Court. The growth
of this feeling may be traced in the career of John
Hutchinson, whose character has been portrayed by
his widow, under the mellowing light of wifely affec-
tion. He was educated at Peter House, the college
of Cosin and Crashaw, the college which, more than
any other, attempted to exorcise the spirit of Puri-
tanism. Yet he was able to boast that, after five
years, he came away untainted with the principles or
practices of the followers of Laud. On the other
hand, he did not come away with any confirmed dis-
like of the Church in which those principles and
practices had taken root. He was ‘not yet enlight-
ened to discern the spring of them in the rites and
usages of the English Church.’ His was the Puri-
tanism of the polished and practical country gentle-
man, versed from his youth up in the conduct of
business, and accustomed to conduct it with a strict
but not ungraceful morality, which left room for the
ornaments and enjoyments of life. At college ‘he kept
not company with any of the vain young persons, but
with the graver men and those by whose conversation
he might gain improvement. . . . For his exercise he
practised tennis, and played admirably well at it; for
his diversion he chose music, and got a very good
hand, which afterwards he improved to a very good
mastery on the viol.” He danced and vaulted with
grace and agility, studied eagerly, learning being
regarded by him ‘as a handmaid to devotion and as a
great improver of natural reason.” His choice of the
decorations of life was made under a sense of serious
self-restraint. “In those things that were of mere
pleasure he loved not to aim at that he could not
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attain ; he would rather wear clothes absolutely plain CHAP.

than pretend to gallantry, and would rather choose
to have none than mean jewels or pictures and such
other things as were not of absolute necessity . . . His
whole life was the rule of temperance in meat, drink,
apparel, pleasure, and all those things that may be
lawfully enjoyed, and herein his temperance was more
excellent than in others, in whom it is not so much
a virtue, but proceeds from want of appetite or gust
of pleasure ; in him it was a true, wise, and religious
government of the desire and delight he took in the
things that he enjoyed. He had a certain activity of
spirit which could never endure idleness either in
himself or others, and that made him eager for the
time he indulged it, as well in pleasure as in business;
indeed, though in youth he exercised innocent sports
a little while, yet afterwards his business was his
pleasure. But how intent soever he were in anything,
how much soever it delighted him, he could freely
and easily cast it away when God called him to some-
thing else. He had as much modesty as could consist
with a true virtuous assurance, and hated an im-
pudent person. Neither in youth nor in riper age
could the most fair or enticing women ever draw him
into unnecessary familiarity or vain converse or dalli-
ance with them, yet he despised nothing of the female
gsex but their follies and vanities ; wise and virtuous
women he loved, and delighted in all pure, holy, and
unblamable conversation with them, but so as never
to excite scandal or temptation. Scurrilous discourse
even among men he abhorred ; and though he some-
times took pleasure in wit and mirth, yet that which
was mixed with impurity he never would endure.
The heat of his youth a little inclined him to the
passion of anger, and the goodness of his nature to

S————r?
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those of love and grief; but reason was never de-
throned by them, but continued governor and mode-

rator of his soul.”
Such was the character—for Hutchinson was but

WP g type of a large section of society—of the noblest

class of English Puritans, of men who possessed their
souls in patience, uttering no cry of scorn or anger.
It was the steady and persistent refusal of these men
to countenance the Court and its ways which made
the opposition of such as Prynne and Bastwick really
formidable, and which gave weight to the forlorn
hopes which from time to time dashed themselves,
apparently in vain, against the defences of the Govern-
ment.

Of such forlorn hopes there were enough and to
spare. In the winter of 1637 it was the turn of
John Lilburn, a youth of twenty, who had just
returned from Holland. A certain Chillington, ac-
cused of circulating Puritan books printed beyond the
sea, saved himself by charging Lilburn with having
them printed at Rotterdam. Lilburn was arrested and
interrogated, but he absolutely denied that he had
had anyhing to do with Chillington’s books. When
asked questions on more general matters he refused to
answer. No one, he said, had a right to make him
criminate either himself or others. He was brought
before the Star Chamber, and ordered to take the usual
oath that he would answer truly to all questions that
might be put to him. This he steadily refused to do.
He came of a sturdy and self-willed race. His father
was a Yorkshire gentleman, who was the last man in
England to compel the unwilling judges to allow
him to commit a lawsuit to the chances of trial by
battle.! Of this opinionativeness he had inherited

! The King, however, refused to allow the combat to proceed. The
case in 1818 did not proceed so far, as the demand was withdrawn.



JOHN LILBURN.

his full share. In the course of a stlrrmg life he
was never in accord with any Government, and
never missed an opportunity of making known to the

world the grievances which he entertained against -

every Government. The claim which he now made
went far beyond the doctrine ultimately accepted by
English Courts that no man may be compelled to
criminate himself. He refused to swear to answer
truly to any questions of which he did not at the
time of his oath know the import—a claim which, if
admitted, would make it impossible to cross-examine
any witness whatever. Like all the Courts, the Star
Chamber was peculiarly sensitive to any attack upon
its rules, and especially upon the system under which
it had been for so many years in the habit of pro-
curing evidence from unwilling witnesses. Lilburn
was accordingly sentenced to be whipped from the
Fleet to Palace Yard, and then to be placed in the
pillory. All along the Strand the lash descended on
his back. Smarting with pain, he was placed in the
pillory. In spite of his agony he exhorted the by-
standers to resist the tyranny of the Bishops, and
scattered amongst them a few copies of Bastwick’s
pamphlets which he had in his pockets. The Court
of Star Chamber was in session hard by, and an
angry order to gag him wasissued at once. Another
order directed the Warden of the Fleet to place him
in irons on his return, and to keep him in solitary
confinement ¢where the basest and meanest sort of
prisoners are used to be put,’ to prohibit his friends
from visiting him or supplying him with money.
But for the persistent contrivance of his admirers
Lilburn would have been starved to death. The
Warden held that it was no part of his duty to
supply the prisoners with food. Those who had no
money were accustomed to beg their food from the
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charitable who passed the door; but Lilburn was
debarred even from that wretched resource. The
other prisoners, half-starved and ragged as they
were, entered into a conspiracy in his favour. They
shared their crusts and broken victuals with him, in
spite of blows and kicks from the turnkeys. Some-
times this precarious aid failed, and on one occasion
the unfortunate man passed ten whole days without
tasting food. Yet, broken in health as he could not
fail to be, his indomitable spirit held up, and he sur-
vived to unfold the horrors of his prison house to
sympathising ears.!

It is the nature of a government like that of
Laud to be too readily terrified to take advantage of
the real strength of its position. Englishmen had
not so changed since the days of Elizabeth as to be
anxious to deliver themselves over to be manipulated
by a Prynne or a Bastwick, or even by a Milton or a
Hutchinson. There were many thousands who still
regarded with reverent admiration th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>