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PREFACE.

Ix the History of the Rise of the IIuguenots I attempted to
trace the progress of the Protestant party in France from the
feeble and obscure beginnings of the Reformation to the close
of the reign of Charles the Ninth ; when, by reason of heroic
struggles, and of the fortitnde wherewith persecution and treach-
ery had been endured, the Huguenots had gained an enviable
place in the respect and admiration of Christendom. In the
present work I have undertaken to portray the subsequent fort-
unes of the same valiant people, through a period not less
critical and not less replete with varied and exciting incident,
down to the formal recognition of their inalienable rights of
conscience in a fundamental law of thekingdom, declared to be
perpetnal and irrevocable. As the Massacre of St. Bartholo-
mew’s Day constitnted the most thrilling occurrence related in
the former volumes, so in the volumes now offered to the public
the promulgation of the Edict of Nantes is the event toward
which the action throughout tends, and in relation to which even
transactions of little weight in themselves assume importance.
A conflict persistently maintained in vindication of an essential
principle of morals is always a noble subject of contemplation.
But when the matter at issue is nothing less than the claim to
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liberty of religious thought and expression, the assertion of the
indefeasible title of all mankind to absolute freedom in the wor-
ship of Almighty God, the strife becomes invested with the
highest interest ; and the men who, for a long series of years,
have stood forth as champions of a doctrine once ignored, or
denied, receive the homage due to such as have benefited their
race. The fact that their exertions were crowned with success
adds lustre to their bravery and perseverance. Nor does it de-
tract from the glory of their deeds or the interest of the recital
that, possibly in a strange and wholly unlooked-for way, the
general course of events was shaped to further their designs, so
that the very steps taken by their opponents conduced marvel-
lously to hasten the advance of the canse which those opponents
sought to retard and overthrow.

During the greater part of the period of thirty-six years cov-
ered by these volumes (1574-1610), the history of the Hugue-
nots was so closely interwoven with the general history of
France that it would be impracticable to narrate the one with-
out the other. The wars by which France was convulsed were
waged for the purpose of constraining the Protestant minority
in the kingdom to a conformity with the creed and rites ap-
proved by the Roman Catholic majority. The ¢ Holy Leagne ”
found the pretext for its existence in the popular belief thatthe
ancestral religion was in danger of decline and ultimate ruin
because of the lukewarmness of the reigning monarch and the
heterodoxy of his prospective successor. The historian of the
Huguenots is consequently compelled to be to some extent
the historian of the war against the League. For the elected
“ Protector of the Churches” is the same Henry of Bourbon,
King of Navarre, whose sword is to slay the hydra-headed
monster of rebellion against the crown of France. More than
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this, the Hugunenot noblemen and burgesses are the followers
without whose support that sword would have been powerless
to perform such prodigies of valor. The figure of Henry is
not, it is true, the only heroic figure that comes upon the stage
of action. His cousin Condé was even more devoted to Hugue-
not interests; and Frangois de Chitillon, Count of Coligny, a
worthy son of the famous admiral, bade fair, had not his life
been cut short, to rival the fame, as he already emulated the
manly courage and Christian virtues, of a father upon whose
greatness the crime of Catharine de’ Medici and the Guises had
irrevocably set the seal of history. Yet the chivalrous form of
Henry of Navarre is that of the chief actor npon whom the eye
naturally and unavoidably rests, with the expectation that his
words and his actions will exercise an influence leading if not
decisive. Next in interest, therefore, to the edict by which he
gave liberty of conscience and of worship to the Huguenots of
France, stands the act of defection to the faith in which he had
been reared—the Abjuration at Saint Denis, which must ever
remain the great blot upon his fame as a man and a ruler, be-
cause based upon no conscientious convictions, but solely on
motives of political expediency. To trace the decadence that
led to an act as disastrous to public morality as disgraceful to
the king himself must form a portion of my task in the follow-
ing pages.

The marginal notes will, for the most part, furnish the neces-
sary information regarding the authorities consulted. I have
aimed to make conscientious use of every available source of
accurate knowledge, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic.
The extended historical works of De Thou and his continuator
Rigault, of Agrippa d’Aunbigné, of Jean de Serres, of Davila,
of Benoist, and others, have afforded the means of comparison
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with the precious collection of fugitive papers and pamphlets
contained in the “ Mémoires de la Ligue,” the “ Mémoires de
Nevers,” and the “ Archives curieuses ” of Cimber and Danjou ;
with the immensely extended correspondence of Duplessis Mor-
nay ; with the Mémoires of Sully, and the less familiar Mémoires
of Saint-Auban, Bouillon, Groulart, etc.; and with  the letters of
Hubert Languet, Busbecq, Pasquier, and other contemporaries.
I have made constant use of the ¢ Bulletin ” of the French Prot-
estant Historical Society, and the ¢ France Protestante ” of the
brothers Haag, to both of which I expressed my indebtedness
in the preface to my previous work. Without referring in
detail to the collections of State Papers long known to the
public, I desire to state the great benefit I have derived from
the invaluable “ Lettres missives de Ilenri IV,” and from the
despatches of the Florentine agents resident at the court of
France (Petrucci, Alamanni, Cavriana, Rucellai, etc.), published
under the title of ‘“Négociations diplomatiques avec la Tos-
cane ;” as well as from Professor A. Kluckhohn’s collection of
the letters of Frederick the Pious, and his monograph, “ Zwei
pfilzische Gesandschaftsberichte,” in the Transactions of the
Bavarian Royal Academy, and from the correspondence of the
Guises with the ambassadors of Philip the Second and the Duke
of Parma, edited by De Croze. Among the more recent con-
tributions to historical science that have afforded me important
assistance, I shall confine myself to a simple mention of Poirson,
on the Reign of Henry the Fourth; of Picot, on the States
General ; of Anquez, on the Political Assemblies of the Hu-
guenots ; of Morikofer, on the Refugees in Switzerland; of
Professor Loutchitzky’s ¢ Documents inédits pour servir 4 I’his-
toire de la Réforme et de la Ligue;” of M. Henri Fazy’s
“ Genéve, le Parti huguenot et le Traité de Soleure;” of the

e oLk
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Mémoires of Gaches, on the Religious Wars at Castres and in
Languedoc; of the Mémoires of La IInguerye; of Daval, on
the History of the Reformation at Dieppe; of Count Dela-
borde, on Frangois de Chétillon ; of Read, on Daniel Chamier;
of Stihelin, on the Abjuration of Henry the Fourth; and of
Nicolas and Bourchenin, on the Protestant Académies, or
Universities of France.

In the publication of the present volumes I carry out in part
the plan I proposed for myself in-the preface to the Rise of
the Huguenots. Should they be received with the measure of
favor extended, on both sides of the ocean, to that work, I hope
at some future time to bring the historical series to its natu-
ral conclusion in a History of the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, a theme to which new attention has been drawn by the
commermoration, in many countries and in both hemispheres, of
the Bicentenary of the promulgation of Louis the Fourteenth’s
proscriptive ordinance.

URIVERSITY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK,
August 24, 1886,
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BOOK FIRST.

FROM THE ACCESSION OF HENRY THE THIRD (1574)
TO THE BATTLE OF COUTRAS (1587).

CHAPTER 1.

THE ACCESSION OF HENRY OF VALOIS, AND THE WAR AGAINST
THE HUGUENOTS.

Ar the date of the accession of the last Valois to the throne
of France, more than fifty years had elapsed since the first ap-
pearance of that religious and patriotic party whose adherents,
after bearing the names of Lutherans, Christaudins, and Cal-
crowth o YADISES, had finally come to be commonly known as
the Huguee Huguenots. A movement begun in weakness had
nots in the . . . s

gained strength in face of formidable opposition. The
e short-lived favor of Francis the First was succeeded
by persecution of the most cruel type. For nearly forty years
the gallows, and the “estrapade” with its protracted torture,
did their worst, but all in vain. During the short reign of
Francis the Second the forces hitherto latent burst forth, and
men discovered for the first time that the ¢ new doctrines,” as
they were called, had enlisted under their banner not only the
greater part of the intelligent classes of the population, but a
considerable proportion of the nobility and gentry of the realm.
It was not, however, until the beginning of the reign of Charles
the Ninth that an opportunity was afforded to the Huguenots,
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at the Colloquy of Poissy, to set forth before the king and his
assembled court the true nature of their doctrines and purposes.
All France, at this time, was inflamed with the desire to know
for itself the merits of the new reformation. Whole provinces
in the South seemed to have embraced Protestantism. The
children of many districts ‘“learned religion only in Calvin’s
catechism ;” and vast congregations flocked to the Huguenot
preaching. The ferment extended to Central France. The
very ecclesiastics of the established church were affected.
Bishops left their mitres, priests gave up their cures, monks
threw off the cowl. Many of those who had not as yet taken
any decided step were asking for more light upon the subject
of their duty. When it was proposed to establish a Protestant,
theological school in Orleans, the canons of the church of the
Holy Rood applauded the project and promised to come and
listen to the lectures of the professors. Some parts of the
North were not behind the fervid South in their excitement.
In the great fair of Guibray, in Normandy, no wares sold more
rapidly than the books and pamphlets wherein the doctrines of
the Reformation were inculcated. A quarter of a century be-
fore (in 1534) the appearance of a placard against the papal
mass, affixed to the door of the king’s chamber, had created
unparalleled consternation at court and throughout France.
In his first transports of anger Francis even went to the
length of abolishing the art of printing. When his inflamed
passions had had time to cool down he still thought it incum-
bent upon him, as the Very Christian King, to appease Heaven
for the sacrilege by a pompous procession, during the course of
which six Lutherans were publicly burned to death on different
squares of the capital. In the banquet held at its close, in the
episcopal palace, he had professed such detestation for the Prot-
estant doctrine as to boast that, if one of his arms were infected
with the poison, he would cut it off, if his children were con-
taminated, he would immolate them. But now, in the first year
of his grandson’s reign, this very placard, whose original pub-
lication had cost the lives of printers and readers, was openly
distributed by boys who with a loud voice made known the
hand-bill by its striking title: *True Articles respecting the
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Horrible, Great, and Insupportable Abuses of the Papal Mass.”
So much had the times changed.'

In the very tribunals of law, accustomed to take cognizance
of the Huguenots only when sentencing them to imprisonment
or death, they now found advocates or apologists. The Bishop
of Paris took occasion, in Parliament (1561), to allude to the
friendly arbitration by means of which the Huguenots settled,
in their church sessions and otherwise, the disputes arising be-
tween members of their own communion, and declared that it
was an evidence of the impudence of the Reformers that they
thus interfered with the prerogative of the royal courts. But
his words were ably answered by the highest judicial officer of
France, grave Chancellor L'Hospital. 1le marvelled, he said,
at the effrontery and malice of those who blamed men for set-
tling their disputes and controversies among friends. * As if,”
he added, with pardonable contempt for his reverend objector,
“ as if the whole system of law had not been enacted, and forms
of trial had not been instituted for this very purpose—that men
at variance with one another might be brought into concord,
and induced to live lovingly together! Whoever he be that
brings about this result deserves reward and not punishment.”*

It was at this favorable conjuncture, and through the efforts
of such enlightened men as Michel de I'Ilospital, that the
“ Edict of January” (1562) was published. Based on equita-
ble principles, this law recognized liberty of conscience as the
right of all, and permitted the Iluguenots to worship Almighty
God, according to the rites of the Reformed religion, every-
where throughout France, outside of the walls of the towns and
cities. If not a perfect law, it was so well adapted to the cir-
cnmstances of the case that, perhaps, nothing better, short of
absolute religious equality, could have been desired. Under
this ordinance, well and faithfully executed, Roman Catholics
and Protestants might have lived together long years, until the
fuller development of the sense of natural justice should have

' M8. Geneva Library, published in Bulletin de la Société de I'histoire du
Protestantisme francais, xxviii. (1879) 457.

* Letter of Hubert Languet, Paris, July 13, 1561, Epistolee secrete, ii. 125,
126.
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abrogated its provisions only to establish in their place a free-
dom having its sure sanction in universal charity.

Unhappily the age of brotherly love had not yet dawned.
There were thiose who were not inclined to leave the Edict of
January to mature its kindly fruits. Within six weeks the
massacre of Vassy, perpetrated upon an unoffending congrega-
tion of Protestant worshippers in a Champagnese town (March,
1562), kindled a flame which burned with little intermission to
the close of the reign of Charles the Ninth. To open warfare
were added the further horrors of treacherous assassination.
The massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day came as the sequel of
three distinct civil wars, and as the precursor of two other wars,
all instituted within the brief compass of a reign of little more
than twelve years. It was a legacy of bloodshed and confusion
that Charles left to his brother, Henry. Thirty thousand Hugue-
nots may have fallen victims to the conspiracy of Catharine de’
Medici, the Duke of Anjou, and the Guises ; but the Huguenots
were not all dead. For every one that had perished by sword
there remained fifty of his comrades ready to maintain the
cause whose interests he had fought to defend. Admiral Co-
ligny was no more, and many other leaders had been assassinated
with him ; but the experience of the two years intervening be-
tween the massacre and the close of the reign of Charles proved
conclusively that all the military genius of the Huguenots had
not been buried in their graves. Many of the new command-
ers—some of them destined soon to distinguish themselves in
the art of warfare—were very young. Henry, King of Na-
varre, was but twenty years of age. His cousin, Henry of
Condé, was just a year older. Frangois de Chatillon, Admiral
Coligny’s son, was a stripling of seventeen. Frangois de la
Noue was almost the only survivor of the older Huguenot
chieftains of prominent rank. The mantle was certainly fall-
ing upon shoulders unaccustomed to bear such weighty respon-
sibility ; but the sequel would prove that the men whom cir-
cumstances, strange and unexpected, called to the front line of
action were by no means unworthy to be trusted with its de-
fence. The crisis was grave, the matters to be settled were of
unsurpassed importance. Not the fortunes of the combatants
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alone were at stake, but the cause of religious liberty must be
sustained. With what fluctuations of success and defeat that
canse was prosecuted until the final enactment of the edict of
Henry the Fourth, placing Protestantism under the sgis of the
public law of the land, is the inquiry that furnishes the main
theme of the present volumes.

On Sunday, the thirtieth of May, 1574, Charles the Ninth
expired in the Castle of the Bois de Vincennes. Two weeks
later, the messenger of Catharine de’ Medici succeeded, by
almost incredible diligence, in reaching Cracow, and brought to
Henry of Valois the grateful intelligence that he had fallen
heir to the crown of France.

The queen mother had promptly taken every step necessary
to secure the peaceful succession of her favorite son. Unmoved
by the approaching end of Charles, she had, on his death-bed,
prudently procured from him, or in his name, letters patent
conferring upon her the regency until Henry’s return from
Poland. With more composure than could have been expected
from a mother in her fresh bereavement, she had authorized an
examination of the late monarch’s body, and the next day was
careful to despatch letters to all the governors of France, assur-
ing them that a sufficient natural cause had been found by the
physicians for the fatal termination of his malady. She begged
them to write to the new king, and inform him of their purpose
to render him the same faithful service that they had displayed
to his predecessors.

Nor were the Duke of Alengon and the King of Navarre
overlooked, at a moment when maternal grief is wont to induce
forgetfulness of everything save its own bitterness. The two
state prisoners were summoned into Catharine’s presence.
They were told. that their fate hung upon their submission.
“Promise to make no attempt to escape from me, and I will
leave Vincennes for Paris; otherwise I shall remain in the
castle until my son’s return from Poland.” The youths not
only yielded a most humble assent, but made no objection to
signing letters addressed to the governors of all the provinces,
commending the queen mother’s course, and advocating a loyal
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recognition of her authority.’ But on reaching the Louvre,
the princes scarcely found their condition improved. Catha-
rine kept her son and the King of Navarre within the castle,
with guard upon guard. She had the chamber-windows grated
like a prison, and stopped all the back passages into the town.
¢ There is marvellous misliking at this dealing amongst all men,”
exclaims the indignant English ambassador. None the less did
the queen mother maintain with effrontery to all with whom
she conversed, that she would not have accepted the regency
except at the request of the princes, and that whatever was
done was done by their consent. At this very moment every-
body knew that in truth Alengon did not dare to speak to any-
one and no one dared speak to him. It was a curious com-
mentary upon the queen’s hypocritical assurances, that, directly
after the audience at which she gave utterance to them, Alengon
and Navarre sent a messenger to the favored Englishmen, to
state that they had been constrained to use the speeches they
had made. They desired Queen Elizabeth to continue her good
friendship, and asked that she be informed when the Prince of
Condé should be ready to start from Germany. Indeed, they
entreated the prudent Queen of England to effect a landing on
the coasts of Normandy, and entered into details of so perilous
a character that the envoys deemed it the dictate of prudence
not to commit them to paper.’
M. de Chemerault, Catharine’s messenger to Poland, was en-
trusted with a long letter to the absent king. This production
—no formal state paper, the work of the pen of her
Catharine's . . . .
letter to her  8ecretaries, but bearing on every line the impress of
o the queen mother’s own mind—reveals the existence
of a certain kind of grief, and of a cool calculation that seems
never to have forsaken her. The grief is natural enough, but
thoroughly selfish in its origin and anifestation, and quite

1 Recueil des choses mémorables, 508 ; Jean de Serres, Commentarii de
statu religionis et reipublics, pars v., Henrico tertio rege (Leyden, 1580),
fols. 2, 3; Vincenzo Alamanni to Fr. de’ Medici, Paris, June 2, 1574, Négocia-
tions diplomatiques avec la Toscane, iii. 981.

? ¢ News from Paris,” sent by Dr. Dale to Lord Burleigh, June 7, 1574 ;
Dr. Dale to Smith and Walsingham, June 21; Dr. Dale to Lord Burleigh,
same date. State Paper Office.
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under the control of the writer’s will.. It is a piteous sorrow,
she says, that has befallen a mother called so often to wit-
ness the successive deaths of her children. She has but one
consolation—the hope of seeing Henry soon return to enjoy his
new honors. She warns him that if she were to be called upon
to lose him too, she would not consent to survive him. “In
that case,” ghe says, “I should cause myself to be buried alive
with you!” She begs him to select the safest road returning
—rather the way through the dominions of the Emperor and
throngh Italy, than the way through the lands of the German
princes, who have too many grounds of quarrel with France.
She entreats him above all to make no delay in setting out, to
accede to no requests from his Polish subjects who might wish
to detain him until he had introduced order into the affairs of
their country. At the same time she suggests, with her usual
forethought, that it may be well to leave some one to govern
temporarily in his place, in order that the crown of Poland may
either be retained by him, or secured for his younger brother,
or for the second of his own prospective sons. As for France,
she counsels him to govern wisely and prudently, for the honor
of God and the welfare of his subjects ; to protect and reward
the well-disposed, but to renounce faction, party spirit, and in-
timacies. “You are no longer Monsteur . . . . youare
a King who must be served, revered, and loved by all.”*
Meantime, while the parent who subscribed herself ¢ your
good and affectionate mother, if ever there was one on earth,
CaTHARINE,” was pouring forth her measured grief
Mourning oy . o
7.8 Beine and politic afiwce into the ears ‘ff her 'best loveq son,
the young wife of Charles the Ninth indulged in os-
tentatious manifestations of sorrow for the untimely death of
a prince respecting whom the pope declared that his remark-
able piety and singular virtue had been seen in the midst of the
greatest dangers and the most trying emergencies.” In a dark

! Catharine to Henry III., Bois de Vincennes, May 31, 1574, Groen van
Prinsterer, Archives de la maison d’Orange-Nassau, v. 13-16.

t ¢ Cujus insignem pietatem, singularemque in maximis periculosissimisque
ejus regni motibus difficillimisque temporibus virtutem perspexeramus.” Greg-
ory XIIL to Fred. de' Medici, June 11, 1574, Négociations avec la Toscane,
iii. 932,
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room whence every ray of the light of heaven was carefully
excluded, Maximilian’s daughter shut herself from the world
for forty days to bewail her husband’s death. The walls, the
ceiling, the floor, were draped in black; the only light came
from two small candles that rather revealed than dispelled the
darkness. Elizabeth herself—‘La reine blanche ” '—was clad
from head to foot in white, the immemorial badge of mourning
of a widowed queen. Her ladies wore dresses of the same
color, in startling contrast with the funereal garb of the gentle-
men-in-waiting. ¢ The mixture of black and white, with the
faces pale as death in the deep gloom,” says one that witnessed
the scene, “ produced a very touching and painful sight.”*

The announcement of his brother’s fatal illness had created
in Henry of Anjou a restless and expectant condition of mind
Henrys  Which he could not conceal from the eyes of his at-
soxiety.  tendants ; the tidings of that brother’s death occa-
sioned a joy that gleamed in every feature. How to get back
to France as speedily as possible, was the problem which he set
about solving with the help of the little company of his coun-
trymen that formed the inner circle of his confidants. All
were agreed that no time must be lost. Delay might be disas-
trous to the claims of the absent prince upon his ancestral
throne. There was a powerful party that alleged that Henry’s
acceptance of the Polish crown involved a virtnal renunciation
of the French crown in favor of his brother, the Duke of Alen-
gon. True, Alengon was in safe custody, and had paid for his
cowardice by the sacrifice of his accomplices. So far so good.

! The name was derived from Queen Blanche, mother of Saint Louis, a
model ruler, according to Etienne Pasquier, *‘ laquelle s’y comporta avec telle
sagesse, que tout ainsi que les Empereurs de Rome se faisoient appeller Au-
gustes en commemoration de I'heur qui s'estoit trouvé au grand Empereur
Auguste, aussi toutes les Roynes Meres anciennement, apres le decés des Roys
leurs maris vouloient estre nommees Roynes Blanches, par une honorable
memoire tiree du bon gouvernement de cette sage Princesse.”” Recherches de
la France, chap. 18, book 2, p. 142.

? ¢¢]] che faceva, con la mistione del color nero e bianco, e con le faccie loro
del color della morte in questa obscuritd grandissima, un molto acerbo e
doloroso spettacolo a riguardare.” Alamanni to the Grand Duke, June 14,
1574, Négociations avec la Toscane, iv. 12,
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«If ever I felt joy,” Heunry had written to one of his intimate
friends, ¢ it was when I learned that La Mole and Coconnas
were well caged, but I shall never be fully satisfied till they
dance with the rope about their necks.”' DBut the further wish,
which he had confined himself to hinting—that the same fate
might also overtake others, doubtless referring to the King of
Navarre, the Prince of Condé, and above all, the Duke of Alen-
gon—had not been fulfilled. Alengon still lived, and might at
any moment be supported as a candidate for the crown, if not
by French arms, at least by the arms of the troublesome neigh-
bors and allies of France. Indeed, no sooner had William of
Orange heard that Charles was dead than he wrote that it was
now time that the German princes should put forth every exer-
tion to secure the crown for the Duke of Alengon.

The ambition of his brother was not the only, nor, perhaps,
the chief danger to be apprehended by Henry. All France
The Hoguee Wa8 in commotion. The Huguenots were in arms.
sosinams The bloody massacre of two years before, beginning
in Paris, and repeating itself throughout the provinces, had not
crushed them. The perfidy of the court had made them inore
wary, the evident determination of their enemies to compass
their destruction had made them more resclute than ever to
stand for their defence. Their recent struggle had been insti-
tuted rather with the desperation of men determined to sell
their lives as dear as possible, than with any distinct hope of
success ; the favorable issue of many of their enterprises had
converted the conflict into a war for the recovery of the rights
pledged by solemn royal edicts. They were not crouching at
the feet of a conqueror, and suing for their lives ; but demand-
ing liberty of religious worship in their sanctuaries, and satis-
faction for the treachery practised upon their brethren in the

! “8i jamais j’eus joye, c’a esté quand j’ay scen que La Mole et Coconas sont
en caige, mais jusques a ce que le Seigneur qui les traictoit si doucement & la
Rochelle ou un sien compaignon les hait fait dancer avecque la corde la [votte],
je ne seray pas bien satisfait.” Henry of® Anjou to M. de Nancay, May 16,
1574, Groen van Prinsterer, iv. 375.

? “Et seroit maintenant temps que les Princes d'Allemaigne fissent tout
debvoir possible pour faire donner 1a Couronne au Duc d'Alencon.’”” Letter of
the Prince of Orange, June, 1574, Groen van Prinsterer, v. 12.
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faith. Either their demands must be granted, or their armed
forces must be metin the field, and their strongholds carried at
the point of the sword. And the problem was complicated by
Revivalot  the remarkable revival of the feudal spirit which the
feadalim. - Jatter half of the- sixteenth century was destined to
witness—a revival which, if it obtained its full development
only in the reign that was just beginning, must be regarded as
deriving its first powerful impulse from the reign of Charles
the Ninth. The king that undertook to wage war with a por-
tion of his subjects, found himself compelled to purchase the
support of the leading nobles in each province by the tacit
acknowledgment of privileges which, when once conceded, as-
sured to them a species of local independence. The vicious
system of the transmission of civil and military offices from
parent to child received a dangerous corroboration. The son
was trained from his earliest days to regard the dignities and
territorial authority of his father as his own just inheritance;
and any attempt or threat of the crown to confer them upon
another, no matter how much more competent he might be for
the discharge of the functions connected therewith, was re-
sented as an insult, and was sure to lead to open resistance.
The great nobles were almost sovereign princes in their gov-
ernments or provinces, the original gift of the ancestors of the
reigning monarch ;' they could be removed only by a war that
might convulse the kingdom. And the consideration which
they demanded from their lord paramount was exacted of them
in turn by the members of the inferior nobility, to whom had
been entrusted the adininistration of dioceses, cities, or castles.

! ““Many of the greatest lords, some secretly, some openly, were alienated,”
says Davila, in speaking of this period; ‘‘and divers of those who had most
experience in affairs, most authority with the people, and most reputation in
war, were already (if I may use that word), cantonieed in their several prov-
inces and governments.” Eng. trans. (book vi.), p. 208. Cf. Lestoile’s desig-
nation, in 1583 ( i. 162), of Montmorency, formerly Damville, as ¢ gouverneur
ou pour mieux dire 7oy de Lang@edoc.” So, too (i. 63), when speaking of
the refusal of the Baron de Ruffec, Governor of Angouléme, to admit Alengon
(1575), despite repeated orders of the king and of Catharine de’ Medici, ¢‘ des-
quelles les gouverneurs faisoient fort peu d’estat en ce temps de’ guerre, estans
rois eux-mesmes.”
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Insubordination was rapidly becoming not the exception but
the rule. Soon Ilenry the Third would have occasion to make
the bitter remark: ¢“See what civil wars come to! Formerly
it would have puzzled a constable, a prince of the blood, to
make a party in France ; now the very varlets make one.”*' It
was almost a necessary consequence of this relaxation of the
bonds of the central government that disorder often ran riot,
with few to stop its progress.’

Evidently Henry must lose no unnecessary time in returning
to France, in accordance with the entreaties of his mother.
Perpextty of But how should he accomplish his object, in view of
the King of the obstacles which the Poles would certainly inter-

" pose? The king’s most candid and prudent advisers,
Belliévre and Pibrac, counselled him to adopt the manly course.
Let him consult with his Polish nobles ; let him establish order,
and impart that confidence which Poland, so long a prey to dis-
cord and confusion, greatly needed ; and then let him, with the
consent of his subjects, and followed by their good wishes, re-
visit France. At the price of a delay which might, indeed, be
tedious, and extend over months, but which would save him the
loss of a crown for the acquisition of which much trouble and
money had been expended not a year ago, Henry would render
himself beloved, and gain a power that might be of great imn-
portance to his own ancestral dominions. On the other hand,
Villequier, Souvré, and others—ministers of the king's pleas-
ures—recommended an instant retreat from a region distasteful
to Henry under any circumstances, and now doubly repulsive.
Since this step could not be taken openly, let it be accomplished
in secrecy. The disgrace sure to attach to the cowardly act was
set forth by Pibrac, but all in vain. It was a part of the mis-
fortune that always scemed to cling to the last Valois king of

! Lestoile (November, 1575), i. 62.

* The incident related by Clande Haton (ii. 770-773), although in some re-
spects characteristic of the period, can scarcely be regarded as directly trace-
able to the source indicated in the text. The leader of the band of several
hundred marauders who, for some days or weeks, struck terror into the in-
habitants of the towns and villages of Brie, and killed, plundered, and rav-
ished with little armed opposition, had raised his robber-soldiers under the
warrant of forged letters of the king.
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France that he gave a more ready hearing to bad than to good
advice.'

There is no need that the details of the precipitate and un-
kingly flight from Cracow to Vienna should here be repeated.
Never did monarch begin his reign by a more inauspicious act,
Hisescape OF give clearer proof to the world that pusillanimity
from Cracow. may easily coexist with exalted station. If the bril-
liancy of his entertainment by the emperor could have com-
pensated for the ignominy of his own course, Henry might
have recovered his self-respect when once he had gotten be-
yond the reach of his pursuers. But it may well be doubted
whether all the imperial courtesies, accompanied by the sng-
gestion that Henry should marry his brother’s widow, were
sufficient to obliterate from his mind the contrast between the
circumstances attending his advent to Poland and those of his
departure.

From Vienna the French king proceeded after a short stay
to Venice, where he was received with every mark of profound
Hemrya:  Tespect, and entertained with a pomp that dazzled
Venice. the eyes of all spectators. * As Venice surpasses all
other cities of Italy,” says a contemporary, “so during his
sojourn of ten days did Venice seem to have outdone itself in
the magnificence of its banquets and spectacles.”*® It was,
however, but sorry fruit of so much splendor, if, as his own at-
tendants asserted, Henry became, from the moment of his
visit to the luxurious republic of the Adriatic, a changed per-
son, appearing to have lost all manhood, and to have become
weakly and effeminate.” If Henry had been in haste to start
for his native land, he now showed no disposition to hurry
away from the enchantments of Italy. Accompanied by the
Duke of Savoy, who had come to do himn honor, he leisurely
made his progress, stopping successively at Ferrara, at Mantua,

1 De Thon, v. 55, 56 ; Jean de Serres, v. fola. 18-20.

3 «“Tanta conviviorum et spectaculorum magnificentia, ut Venetia, quae
omnes Italiz urbes superat, seipsam tunc superasse omnino videatur.” Jean
de Serres, v. fol. 24.

3 Ibid., v. fol. 5. The lascivious displays to which Henry was treated
were as unworthy of the doge who afforded them as they seem to have been
enervating to the young prince by whom they were witnessed.
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and at Turin. It was not until the second anniversary of the
massacre of St. Bartholomew’s day (the twenty-fourth of Au-
gust, 1574), that he reached the capital of the Duke of Savoy,
whose devoted services to the French monarch were amply re-
warded by the impolitic cession of Pignerol and Savillian, with
the Valley of Pérouse. These places had been left in the
hands of the French, according to the terms of the Treaty of
Cateau Cambrésis, as security for the restitution of those pos-
sessions of France which were still in the power of the Duke
of Savoy. They were now given up withont an equivalent, con-
trary to the advice of the best generals of France.'

It is time, however, that we should turn to the operations of
the Huguenots during the months that elapsed between the
Huguenst  d€ath of Charles and the arrival of Henry in French
lesders.  territory. When the luckless * Enterprise of Saint
Germain ” came to an inglorious end, through the treachery or
cowardice of Alengon, about three months before the conclu-
sion of the last reign, the Prince of Condé, more fortunate
than his cousin, the King of Navarre, succeeded in making
good his escape from Picardy into Germany. The younger
Montmorencies, the Sieurs de Thoré and Méru, joining him in
his exile, added to his authority the prestige of the name of
the oldest noble family in France. Condé, in view of the in-
voluntary restraint of Alengon and Navarre, assumed the dig-
nity of the first prince of the blood.

With the restless activity characteristic of that impetuous
prince, Henry of Condé wrote or sent messengers in every di-
The rince  Y€Ction, whence help for the persecuted Huguenots
ofCondé.  might be expected. Again and again, feeling the
need of good advice, he begged the magistrates of Geneva to
“lend” him Theodore Beza, their most prominent religious
teacher, scarcely less highly valued as a prudent counsellor in
political affairs than prized as a learned theologian and an elo-
quent preacher. In fact, so frequent and inconvenient did his
calls become that at last even the self-denying Genevese grew
tired, and suggested that Condé should henceforth obtain the
desired counsel from the pen rather than from the lips of the

! De Thou, v. 100, 116-118 ; Jean de Serres, v. fol. 27.
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reformer. On one occasion the prince came in person to
Geneva, and there received a flattering welcome. The Coun-
cil, whose notions of the sanctity of the Lord’s Day seem to
have been somewhat lax, among other tokens of good will,
voted to ¢ feast ” Condé and his principal attendants; and the
banquet, at which, we are told with great precision, six tables
were spread, was set down for Sunday, the third of October.'

Thoré, by letters and messages, aroused the dormant energies
of his brother, Marshal Damville, and impressed upon him the
necessity of instituting a vigorous struggle to rescue from life-
long imprisonment, if not from death, the captive head of the
family, Marshal Montmorency, the Constable’s oldest son.

From Strasbourg and Basle, as from a centre, went forth the
influences that for two years maintained the Huguenots in the
field, enlisted in their behalf the sympathy and substantial sup-
port of the Protestant Princes of Germany, and finally secured
very favorable terms of peace. The importance of the Prot-
estant court on the banks of the Rhine may best be gauged by
the care taken by Catharine de’ Medici to maintain a body of
salaried spies about Condé and his Huguenot companions, to
keep her well informed respecting all their movements. She
could scarcely have exhibited more solicitude to learn the
secrets of a rival capital.’

The Huguenot arms fared differently in the North and in the
South. Everything went ill with the Protestants in Normandy
Lossesin  Since the capture of Count Montgomery at the sur-
‘Normands.  render of Domfront, three days before the decease
of King Charles. In her glee at having finally gotten posses-
sion of the unfortunate knight who had been the instrument
of the death of her husband, Catharine de’ Medici did not
wait for Henry’s return from Poland, but hastened Montgom-

! Henri Fazy, Gendve, le Parti Huguenot et le Traité de Soleure, 16, 28.

? Jean de Serres, v. fol. 8.

3 «“ Neque obscuri rumores serebantur, Politicorum illorum non paucos pri-
mari@ nots, Regina opere et artibus succenturiatos, ad Cond2um in eum finem
accedere, ut illius consilia explorarent.” Jean de Serres, v. fols. 17, 18.
Agrippa d’ Aubigné (Hist. univ., ii. 176, 177) pretends to give the number of
the paid spies kept by Catharine about her son Alencon and Navarre as exactly
twenty-six,
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ery’s trial, and had the satisfaction of seeing him beheaded for
treason on the Place de Gréve, while Henry was still in Vi-
enna.! Deprived of their leader, and overwhelmed by superior
numbers, the Norman Huguenots lost one place after another.
Saint-LO was taken by assault, and two hundred men of its
garrison were put to the edge of the sword ; Carentan obtained
honorable terms and surrendered without a blow." It was
otherwise in Languedoc and Dauphiny. Marshal Damville,
Governor of Languedoc, although he apprehended that he
might soon be compelled to make common cause with the Hu-
wana  BUEDOLS, at first merely concluded a truce with them ;
Demviesna for, if he distrusted the Roman Catholic party, he
mentof — had certainly no affection for the Protestants. Even

the truce, however, displeased the bigots of Toulouse;
especially as the truce was to be followed by a convocation of
the three estates of the province at Montpellier. So the Par-
liament of Toulouse ventured upon the bold step of defying
the marshal’s authority by two public declarations. By the
one the judges declared the truce to be null and void ; while
by the other they forbade all persons, of whatever rank or sta-
tion, from attending an assembly called by the marshal without
the king’s permission, on pain of being declared rebels and
transgressors of the laws of the realm.” It was not long, how-
ever, before the judges had more substantial reasons for solici-
tude in the capture of the important city of Castres, situated
caprreor  1€88 than forty miles eastward of the seat of their
Costren. parliament. Four times had the Protestant exiles
from Castres sought to recover their homes from the hands of
the enemy, and four times had they signally failed. Now, on
the eve of a day of mournful associations for French Protes-
tants (the twenty-third of August, 1574), a fifth attempt,
planned and carried out with equal shrewdness and daring,
proved altogether successful. The chronicler of the exploit has
noted as worthy of everlasting remembrance the humble but
glorious names of the thirteen braves, who, under the leader-

' Rise of the Huguenots, ii. 631-634. ? De Thou, v. 63.
? Recueil des choses mémorables, 511 : Jean de Serres, v. fols. 5, 6; De
Thou, v. 65.
VoL L—2 '
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ship of the gallant Jean de Bouffard, Sieur de la Grange, forced
their way in, through dangers that might well have appalled less
determined men. It was one of the most glorious enterprises
of a time abounding in venturesome undertakings.' In Dau-
phiny, where the experienced Huguenot Montbrun was con-
fronted by the Roman Catholic Prince Dauphin, eldest son of the
Duke of Bourbon-Montpensier,’ success perched alternately on
the one and the other standard. Here a town of small size and
of no previous or subsequent importance suddenly acquired celeb-
rity in consequence of the two sieges which it underwent. Li-
First siego ot VIOD, & place scarcely deserving a more pretentious
Livron. designation than that of a simple village, was situated
on the northern bank of the river Drome near its confluence
with the Rhoéne, not more than ten or twelve miles sonth of
the episcopal city of Valence. Its very proximity to Valence,

1 See the long and interesting account in Jacques Gaches, ‘¢ Mémoires sur les
guerres de religion 4 Castres et dans le Languedoc” (first published by Charles
Pradel in 1879), 174, etc. Among the most conspicuous of the thirteen were
two brothers Jacques and Antoine Mascarenc, or Mascarene, one of whom may
have been the progenitor of the Huguenot confessor and refugee for religion’s
sake, Jean Mascarene, whose story is told, and whose remarkable letters are
printed, in the History of the Huguenot Emigration to America, by Charles
W. Baird, ii. 124-127, and Appendix, 344-377.

? Frangois de Bourbon, Prince Dauphin d’Aunvergne (such was the terri-
torial designation of the eldest son of the Duke of Montpensier), was a half-
brother of the Princess Charlotte de Bourbon, whom, about a year subsequent
to these occurrences (June 12, 1575), the Prince of Orange married after the
divorce of the unhappy Anne of S8axony. (See Groen van Prinsterer, v. 312;
Motley, Dutch Republic, iii. 21.) Charlotte had been secretly brought up by
her mother, Jacqueline de Longwy, in the Protestant faith. This faith she
never renounced. In 1559, an aunt having resigned in her favor the rich
abbacy of Jouarre, Charlotte was forced to obey her father and enter the con-
vent ; not, however, before she had signed before a notary a protest against
the act a8 one of constraint. The abbess embraced, in 1572, the first oppor-
tunity to escape from the convent and from France, taking refuge at the
court of the elector palatine in Heidelberg. The elector refused to give her
up to her father, unless the promise were first given that she should enjoy
her religious liberty. De Thou, iv. 533, 634 ; Haag, La France protestante
(2nd edit.), art. Bourbon-Montpensier, ii. 1088, 1089. Her brother became
Duke of Montpensier on the death of his father (Louis), in September, 1582
(De Thou, vi. 205). He was, like his father, a devout Roman Catholic ; but,
unlike him, he was fair and concilistory in his sentiments toward the Protes-
tants. His son, Henry, died without male heirs in 1608,
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while causing it to be overlooked by the Roman Catholics,
added to its attractions for the adventurous Mantbrun. THis:
sagacious genersl, finding that Livron had become the refuge
of many of the Huguenots of the neighborhood, labored to
strengthen its weak fortifications, and worked to such good pur-
pose that, when the Prince Dauphin undertook the siege, the
Huguenots not only held their own, but sallying forth captured
an ensign, spiked a large cannon brought to bear against their
walls, and compelled the assailants to suspend for_the time
their offensive operations.' In the West of France tranquillity
seemed for a time to be secured. A truce was effected by La
Noue between the Roman Catholics and the Huguenots of
Poitou, Saintonge, and Angoumois, according to the terms of
which the Protestant garrisons were to receive a considerable
monthly subsidy. It was stipulated that the truce should last
for two months, by which time the return of Henry was ex-
pected ; scarcely had a month elapsed when Catharine had set
on foot a powerful army to overwhelm the Huguenots taken
at unawares.” It was fortunate that the eye of La Noue had
descried the danger from afar, and that he had adopted meas-
ures accordingly.

Meanwhile, before engaging in active hostilities, the Prince
of Condé published to the world a statement of the causes which
Oondi’s had led him to retire from the French court with a
dechration.  body of nobles and gentlemen of both religions. The
“ Declaration ” was an impeachment of the house of Guise for
all the high crimes and misdemeanors of which it had been

! Recueil des choses mémorables, 512 ; De Thou, v. 65, 66 ; Jean de Serres,
v. fol. 9. The first siege of Livron began June 23, and lasted only a few days.

? Recueil des choses mémorables, 514, 518 ; De Thou, v. 64, 69; Inventaire
général de I'Histoire de France (Geneva, 1619), ii. 472. Although the name
of Jean de Serres is upon the title-page of the ‘‘Inventaire,” it must be re-
membered that Serres is the author of the work only so far as page 598 of the
first volume (to the death of Charles VL). The continuation was written by
the inferior hand of Jean de Montlyard (Anquetil, Esprit de la Ligue, i. p.
1xvi.), who drew, however, so largely upon the ‘‘Recueil,” and the ¢ Com-
mentarfi ”"—genuine works of Serres—that the ‘‘Inventaire,” in the period
now under consideration, is substantially the production of the voluminous
and invaluable historian to whom we are 8o greatly indebted for our close
knowledge of the events of the reigns of Charles 1X. and Henry IIL
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guilty during the last fifteen years. Every feature of the course
of the duke and his brothers was passed in review. The
survey began with the abuse of their power over their nephew
Francis the Second, to secure the total extinction of the royal
family. It was God, not man, said Condé, that saved the Bour-
bons from destruction. Next came the massacre of Vassy,
whereby Francis of Guise paved the way for every subsequent
outrage. Four successive wars had been ended by as many
edicts of pacification, each edict perfidiously violated at the in-
stigation and by the acts of the Guises. The massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s day, not limited to the murder of Admiral
Coligny nor confined to the capital, deluged the whole of France
with innocent blood. It was a crime perpetrated in the king’s
name, after the commission of which letters, as from him, were
despatched in every direction to princes and to commonwealths,
letters infamous both for France and for Charles himself. The
climax of crime was reached when the memory of Gaspard de
Coligny was branded as that of a traitor, when Navarre and Condé
were compelled to abjure the purer faith in which they had been
educated, and when, afterward, they were forced against their
will to take part at the siege of La Rochelle in a warfare against
their fellow-believers. Before this city the Guises had, in fact,
entered into a plot to assassinate Alengon, Navarre, and the
writer himself—a plot that would have been carried into execu-
tion had not Anjou, the present King of Poland and the legiti-
mate successor to the French crown, interfered to save him.
At length, when Alengon found himself not only the object of
the murderous attacks of the Guises, but defrauded of the posi-
tion of lieutenant-general of the kingdom lawfully belonging to
himn on Anjou’s departure, and treated with studied indignity,
the duke resolved to withdraw from France and to seek refuge
with old and tried allies of the realm. The plan having been
discovered, Alengon had been thrown into confinement, as
though he had plotted to take the life of his own brother,
Charles the Ninth. Condé alone had succeeded, by the kind
providence of the Almighty, in making his escape, and avoiding
the still more terrible fate in preparation against himself.
While distinctly recognizing Henry the Third as his rightful
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sovereign, the prince declared the demands of the Huguenots
to be briefly comprehended in three: The provisional conces-
sion of universal religious liberty ; the satisfaction of the honor
of the victims of the massacre of St. Bartholomew’s day ; and
the convocation of the states general of the kingdom in a
free and legitimate manner. Such, with sundry complaints,
somewhat stale it must be confessed, respecting the prevalence
of immorality, blasphemy, and dissoluteness of dress, the op-
pressive taxation of the people, and kindred topics, constitute
the chief contents of a paper which may well be regarded as
the most authoritative declaration of the principles for which
the Huguenots were in arms.’
At the very moment when the prince was giving to the world
this public announcement of his designs, the Huguenots held in
the city of Milhau-en-Rouergue a political assembly
sty st~ of more than ordinary importance. The South of
Milhaz. France alone was directly represented—Languedoc,
Dauphiny, and Guyenne ; from the North and West no delegates
were able to come on account of the desolations of war. In the
deliberations now held, the terms of alliance with Marshal
Damville were settled, subject only to the acceptance of the
latter ; while, on the other hand, the Prince of Condé was
recognized as generalissimo, on condition that he should appear
before the elector palatine, his son John Casimir, and the
deputies of the churches, at the close of divine worship, and
there take a solemn oath of fidelity to the Protestant cause.
The prince was to promise in particular to live and die in the
faith of the Reformed churches, and to exert all his powers for
the defence of that faith and for the procuring of a public peace
without religious distinctions. He was to engage never to lay
down his arms without the consent of his co-religionists. He
was to labor assiduously for the liberation of Alengon, Navarre,
and Marshals Montmorency and Cossé, for the removal of
foreigners from office, and for the appeasing of all controversies
by the convocation of the states general.’

! Jean de Serres, v. fols. 11-14 ; Recueil des choses mémorables, 515. The
latter gives the date, July 12, 1574.
?De Theu, v. 68; Recueil des choses mémorables, 516, 517 ; Jean de Serres,
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It cannot be said that the new relations into which the
Huguenots were on the point of entering were altogether satis-
o factory to the majority of the adherents of the party.

pposition to . . .

oy ey The struggle which they had carried on with com-

paratively brief intermissions for the past fourteen
years was a struggle not so much to defend civil rights as to
maintain religious life. Reluctant as the Protestants had been
to draw the sword in so lholy a cause, they had been recon-
ciled to this wretched necessity by the hope that they might be
able to maintain, in the midst of the horrors of warfare and the
temptations of the camp, a discipline so strict and exemplary as
to elicit the approval of the most prejudiced of their opponents.
For a time, under really devout and conscientious leaders, the
Huguenot armies had in some measure realized this exalted
ideal. The lapses from the religions and moral standard had,
however, been deplorably numerous; and if it might still be
asserted with truth that the Huguenot soldiers could generally
be distingnished from the Roman. Catholic troops by a higher
tone of morals, by a closer adherence to truth, by an absence of
profane oaths and blasphemous expressions, and by the fact
that they were less addicted to the crying sin of the times, a
foulness of speech and of writing almost beyond conception—
if all this might be asserted with truth, yet it must be admitted
that the contrast, altogether honorable to their faith, was at-
tained only by the application of ecclesiastical laws and regula-
tions whose severity the Roman Catholics derided as absurd
and tyrannical. What, then, could be expected from an alliance
with Damville and the Roman Catholics of his snite who made
no pretence of affection for Protestantism ? It is true that the
marshal was to pledge his word not to introduce the Romish
service into any town of which the Huguenots were masters ; but
could he promise that his soldiers would not introduce Roman
Catholic manners and practices into Huguenot armies ¥ Among
warriors fighting under the same colors how could different
standards of discipline be established for the different corps ?

v. fols. 8, 14-17. In complammg of the unlawful partlclpahon of foreigners
in the public administration, the Huguenots stated that they did not mean to
include the queen mother.
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Besides, the marshal himself was not above reproach, and his
dissolute life, even if temporarily veiled by an appearance of
decency and self-control, could not be forgotten by those ac-
quainted with his past history.'

And yet we cannot be astonished, nor can we condemn with
severity the Huguenot leaders if they accepted the proffered
help of the great Montmorency of the South. Huguenot and
Theaniance 1 o0litique had a common enemy and, partly, common
s necessity.  grievances. Both denied the legitimacy of the system
under which France had been governed for many years; both
demanded that foreigners be deprived of the undue share of
the administration which they held, and that the will of the
nation be consulted through the states general ; both were in-
dignant that a regent should pretend to detain in confinement
the nearest princes of the blood and the noblest subjects of the
crown. Those that are smarting under the same injuries read-
ily join in measures for mutual defence, and often scan each
other’s character with less particularity than might really be
advisable.

Meantime, while the confederates were justifying themselves
by a public manifesto declaring their reasons and designs, and
while the success of the Roman Catholic army under Mont-
pensier in the West was balanced by the surprise of Castres, in
the South, all France looked with eager anxiety for the young
king’s decision.

It was early in autumn (the sixth of September) when Ilenry
reached Lyons. In the vicinity he had been met by his
The question mother.” Now that he was once more on his native
drebgions g0l it was time that he should adopt some defi-

nite policy respecting the government of his ancestral
kingdom. Peace or war, the toleration of dissent from the
established Chureh, or the continunation of the old course of

1 ¢ Et ipso et ipsius comitatu nihil erat libidinosius neque effceminatius,
ipse spurcis amoribus deditissimus,” etc. Jean de Serres, v. fol. 87. I quite
agree with Ranke (Civil Wars and Monarchy in France, Amer. ed. 291) that
Jean de Serres, or Serranus, is probably the best authority for this period.

? ““The king came to this town on the sixth, the queen mother, the Dukes of
Alengon and Savoy being with him in the coach, and the King of Navar-»
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persecution ; the liberation of Marshal Montmorency, or a re-
lentless conflict with the younger sons of the late constable—
with Thoré now engaged in collecting forces in Germany ;
above all, with Damville, the most powerful governor of South-
ern France, having under control the resources of the rich pro-
vince of Languedoc from the gates of Toulouse to the banks
of the river Rhone—such were the alternatives confronting
the returning king, and between them he must make a prompt
decision.

‘What Henry desired is not doubtful. The last Valois was
no lover of warfare. Not that he was either deficient in a cer- .
tain sort of bravery or altogether insensible to the attractions of
military distinction. is campaign against the Huguenots had
won him glory, when acting as his brother’s lieutenant-general,
and at the siege of La Rochelle he had exposed himself to dan-
ger to an extent that raised the apprehensions of his mother.
Now, however, martial aspirations were altogether a thing of
Henrys tastes t1€ P8St.  Ilis tastes were all pacific. If he had
pacific. sighed when forsaking the delights of the French
court and turning his reluctant steps toward the frozen north,
his sojourn among the rough and uncultivated Poles had not
tended to make Paris less dear. Iis escape from his late un-
congenial surroundings appeared to be a true emancipation
from bondage. Every stage in his homeward progress had con-
firmed these impressions. Vienna, Venice, Turin had only
been stations on the way to the terrestrial paradise awaiting
him in France. For its fruition, however, peace was an indis-
pensable condition. War was too expensive. War would des-
olate the country, and render whole provinces incapable of fur-
nishing their accustomed tribute. =~ War swallowed up the
treasure which royal luxury demanded for its own use. War
distracted the minds of men from pleasure, the only proper
pursuit of rational beings, and especially of kings and courtiers.

on horseback by the coach. The queen mother and most of the court went
to meet him twelve leagues in his way. He keeps far greater state than has
been used heretofore.” Dr. Dale to Sir Thomas Smith and Francis Wal-
singham, Lyons, September 11, 1574. State Paper Office.
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Accordingly, no sooner had Henry collected his thoughts and
begun to realize the wonderful piece of good fortune that had
befallen him in his accession to the throne, though only the
fourth son and the sixth child of his father,' than he resolved
to have peace at any cost. “Use every exertion,” he had writ-
ten to Catharine de’ Medici, “ to find the means of coming to
an arrangement with the rebels, and, if possible, to quiet my
kingdom.”* In fact, if we may credit implicitly the king’s own
statements made in a very remarkable letter to Villeroy, writ-
ten just ten years later, Henry had found time, on his jour-
ney, to reflect maturely upon the real wants of France, and
Hiamtin: D8d, from a consideration of these, and independently
teotiomn.  of his own personal preferences, reached the very
same conclusions. It was with deep regret that he afterward
recognized the mistake he had made in permitting himself to
follow a different course. The pivotal point in his plan was the
immediate convocation of the states general of the kingdom.
This body would naturally devise the best measures for the
interests of France entire, and its determinations would com-
mand obedience both from Huguenot and from Roman Cath-
olic; or, if defied, could easily be enforced by royal authority.
By the States, too, arrangements could be made for the pay-
ment of the debt, and for the thorough reform of the financial
system. Finally, when the domestic affairs of the kingdom,
both religious and civil, had been placed on a firm and equita-
ble basis, Henry would himself demand of foreign nations so
definite a settlement by treaty of their mutual relations as to
preclude future interference in the concerns of France on the
part of any of its neighbors.’

! Besides Francis and Charles he had another elder brother, Louis, who died
in infancy. His sisters, Elizabeth (Isabella), who married Philip the S8econd,
and Claude, wife of Charles the Third, Duke of Lorraine, were also older than
Henry.

? ‘11 Re ha scritto alla Regina, madre susa, che si faccia ogni opera, per tro-
var modi di accordarsi con li ribelli, e per quietare, si & possibile, questo
regno.” Alamanni to Grand Duke, Paris, August 5, 1574, Négociations di-
plomatiques avec la Toscane, iv. 18.

3Henry III. to Villeroy, Lyons, August 14, 1584, Groen van Prinsterer,
Archives de la maison d'Orange-Nassau, Premiére série, Supplement, 233.
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If, indeed, Henry really devised so wise a plan, his good reso-
lutions ought to have been confirmed by the advice he received.
Goodadvice At Vienna the emperor warned him that there is no
o theom  sin so great as that of treating with violence the con-
doge, victions of others. “Those who undertake to make
themselves masters of men’s consciences,” Maximilian signifi-
cantly added, “ while they think to conquer heaven, often lose
the earth.”' So, too, at Venice the doge, Mocenigo, had not
confined himself to congratulating Henry in the presence of the
senate, upon his accession to the throne, and wishing him a
happy return to his native land ; he also added a suggestion to
the effect that the most appropriate manner of restoring peace
to France was to abolish the unfortunate memory of the crimes
and errors committed on both sides, by an edict not more sol-
emnly given than scrupulously observed by the king. This
politic course, he said, would conduce both to the dignity and
to the safety of the monarch himself. That wasnot all. 'When
the public services of Henry’s reception by the senate were over,
and all witnesses were removed, Mocenigo proceeded to give the
young king, in the name of the senate, the advice to apply his
mind seriously to peace, and to disregard the warlike counsels
given to Henry, as he had learned, by the papal legate." More-
over, long before the king reached France, an envoy of the
ot theetector €le€ctor palatine was in Paris on his way to meet
paistine,  Henry and inform him that unless certain conditions
were granted—the liberation of marshals, the restoration of
Damville, his brothers, and the Prince of Condé, to favor, etc.—
it would be impossible to keep back the reiters; an invasion of
France from the side of Germany was inevitable.® William of

1 Recueil des choses mémorables, 523.

2 This incident is vouched for by Jean de Serres, an unimpeachable author-
ity. He states that he had the account directly from a very illustrious person-
age who was in Venice at the time and was acquainted with the most intimate
affairs of state. Commentarii de statu rel. et reipubl., v. fol. 24. Agrippa d’Au-
bigné also (ii. 132) makes the doge give good counsel as to keeping faith with
subjects.

2 Alamanni to the Grand Duke, August 5, 1574, ubi sapra. The elector pala-
tine, had, in fact, given virtually this advice in the last days of Charles IX.
¢ Le dit Sr. Electeur a mandé & 8. M. par le dit Frégouse qu'il ne voit que
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Orange joined in the advice so unanimously given by the most
trusty allies of the king, and gave to the bearer of a letter con-
Aodof the g-ratnlatmg Heflry upon his accession s.pecml instrue-
Princeot  tions to urge him to follow the promptings of a dispo-

sition kindly by nature, and, remembering that he was
now the ¢ father of his country,” to use all clemency and ten-
derness toward his subjects. The prince even went so far as to
hint that thus Henry might, in time, reach the Imperial dignity
to which his ancestors and predecessors had so long aspired.’
To these advocates of peace must be added Henry’s late host,
the Duke of Savoy, who was one of the most urgent.” Nor did
Queen Elizabeth, slowly as she was apt to move in such matters,
refrain from giving the young king some good advice. She
sent Lord North on a special embassy to influence Ienry to

pacific and tolerant measures. ‘If he say ”—so ran
ﬂﬁqm-d North’s instructions—* it is not honorable for princes

to capitulate with their subjects, or permit diversity
of religion, or that large offers have been made to ¢ themn of the
religion ’ which they refuse to accept, he is to declare to him
how much more honorable it would be for him to remit part of
that worldly respect of honor for the benefit of his realm and of
all Christendom, and to think that the true honor of a loving
prince is to recover his subjects rather by mildness than the
sword.” And the queen not only fortified her position by his-
torical examples, but boldly combated prevailing misapprehen-
sions by asserting ¢ that the permission of diversity of religion
leads not to the unquietness that is pretended.” She even de-
fended the Huguenots from the charge of unreasonable suspi-
cion, and frankly told Henry that ¢ why they of the religion

deux moyens de bien composer toutes choses, s¢avoir une liberté d’exercice de
1a religion généralement partout, et aprés qu'on sera retiré, chacun chez soy,
une convocation d'Estatz pour entendre les plaintes des subjects et les y pour-
voir.” La Huguerye to the Prince of Orange, May, 1574, Groen van Prinsterer,
Archives de la maison d’Orange-Nassau, Supplement, 165%.

! Instruction accompanying a letter of the Prince of Orange to Henry IIL,
September 27, 1574, Groen van Prinsterer, v. 61.

* ¢ The Duke of Savoy is a great furtherer of the peace, and the queen mother
and her chancellor the greatest persuaders to war.” Dr. Dale to Smith and
Walsingham, 8eptember 11, 1574, State Paper Office.
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refuse without greater assurance such offers as he made to them,
she takes to proceed for that the edicts of the late king were
not as well observed as was hisintention.” ! It was an excellent
state paper. Dr. Dale declared to Walsingham that he never
had seen a thing better done in his life than his penning of
Lord North’s instructions; significantly adding that, “if it
would please the queen to work somewhat in deeds withal, it
might work some good effect.” *

Unfortunately, these were not Henry's only counsellors.
Others beset his ears who were all for war; and these had
both greater facilities for reaching him, and sufficiently specious
Intolerany  T€asons to allege. df the papal legate urged the old
e 'the 8TgUINENts against any compacts made with heretics,
queenmother. reminding Ilenry of the sanguinary precepts so often
reiterated by Pius the Fifth, there were plenty besides to call
his attention to the dishonor which, they said, would attach to
a peace conceded by a sovereign to subjects in rebellion. Before
Henry reached Lyons, it was known by well-informed diploma-
tists that Catharine de’ Medici and Chancellor Birague, above
all, were leaving no stone unturned to prevent the conclusion
of peace with the Iluguenots and Politiques. Nor were their
motives obscure. The chancellor, as the author of the arrests
of the marshals, had good reason to fear that, with the end of
the war and the restoration of the Montmorencies to power,
would come his own disgrace and fall. The queen mother,
alarmed for her own ascendency, had again resigned herself to
the direction of the Cardinal of Lorraine. It is quite true that
the prelate avoided all parade of his influence, and employed
the chancellor as the instrument of accomplishing his designs ;
but the latter never ventured to take a step without consulting
him. As for Catharine, “she trusted the cardinal more than
she trusted herself,” and made little account of the general dis-
satisfaction created by her course. It was only a few days after
the meeting of mother and son that the Florentine envoy wrote
home that Henry professed to be desirous of doing everything

! Instructions to Lord North, in special embassage to the French king, Oc-
tober 5, 1574, State Paper Office.
! Dr. Dale to Walsingham, November 3, 1574, State Paper Office.
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that Catharine might want. But to this statement he added
another not less significant, which may serve to throw light on
much of this unhappy king’s subsequent mistakes and errors.
“If he were disposed to do otherwise, I know not whither he
could tarn for counsel.”’

An intelligent agent of Queen Elizabeth gave much the
same account. The queen mother’s authority he declared to
be as ample as ever. Henry’s travels had added little to his
knowledge, and, though ¢ more in show and countenance ” than
his late brother, he was in reality ‘“far more simple” than
Charles. The greatest matters of state were “carried away”
by Catharine and Chancellor Birague, with Chiverny support-
ing whatever they chose to agree upon. The rest of the coun-
cil, indeed, advocated peace, but these three were urgent for
war, 80 that the poor king ¢ floated between the storm and the
rock.” Though appalled by the present misery of himself and
of his country, the qneen mother’s ¢ pestiferons” advice had
cast a spell over him.

Catharine had not waited for Henry’s arrival to begin to
exert over him that nefarious influence of which it seemed
Cetharines  f3ted that each of her sons successively should be the
induence.  victim. Fearful of the effect of the tolerant counsels
he had received from foreign princes, alarmed at the influence
which Pibrac and other advocates of toleration among the
French themselves were acquiring, apprehensive of a mutation
amounting to little less than a revolution should her son return
and repudiate the policy pursued by his mother during the re-
gency, Catharine had despatched to Turin, Chiverny, Ville-
quier, and others, agents well adapted to the work of prejudic-
ing Henry’s mind against the best class of his subjects.” And
the task imposed upon them was not a difficult one. Henry
had been nurtured in hatred and jealousy of the Montmorencies
and of their cousins the Chétillons. He had been a boon com-

18ee the important letters of Alamanni to the Grand Duke, September 6,
and September 18, 1574, Négociations aveo la Toscane, iv. 18, 25.

? Thomas Wilkes to Walsingham, Lyons, November 4, 1547, State Paper
Office.
3 De Thou, v. (book 58) 98, 99.
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panion of Henry of Guise. True, all three of the Chatillons—
the married cardinal, the indomitable admiral, and the ¢ fear-
less knight”—were in their graves. But the Montmorencies
still lived. What Henry of Guise—the former comrade of
Anjou’s mad antics—was to prove himself to be, did not yet
appear. A year’s absence from France had not lifted Henry
of Valois above the petty factions of the court. Besides, when
his very mother had forgotten the sound advice she had glven
him only a few weeks before, was it astonishing that his maj-
esty should take sides in a quarrel of which he ought to have
been content to be the umpire? On the morrow of that Sun-
day on which his brother died, Catharine had written him, as
we have seen, a letter full of maternal solicitude, and had
begged him not to permit himself to be led by the passions of
his servants. A few short weeks had passed, and the mother
was advocating the very partisanship which she had previously
condemned. Damville, ruler with almost viceregal powers of
one of the fairest parts of the kingdom, had been urged to
visit the king and by personal interview to seal the much de-
sired pacification." The marshal was not desirouns of war, least
pamviiey L 811 of & war with the Huguenots for allies; and, in
interview at the hope of securing the release of his elder brother,

he consented to go to meet Henry at Turin. Before
leaving Languedoc he did, indeed, use ordinary prudence by
committing the reins of government to a faithful follower of
his house, in preference to Joyeuse, a man of more than doubt-
ful loyalty, whom the court had suggested as a proper depos-
itory of the trust. He had been equally careful to travel only
by the sure roads, in order to avoid the possible pitfalls pre-
pared by his enemies. But his reception by the king, when at
last he reached his destination, scarcely rewarded him for the
pains he had taken. While Henry professed an earnest desire
for peace, he declared that it was below his dignity to treat re-
specting it with his own subjects; and his demeanor was in all
respects so unsatisfactory, if not positively unfriendly, that the

! See Damville’s message, received by Henry at Ferrara, and Henry's flatter-
ing reply conveying an invitation, as well as Duke Emmanuel Philibert’s pledge
of safety, in Jean de Serres, v. fol. 25.
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marshal deemed it best to make a hasty retreat to his own gov-
ernment. It was fortunate for him, some said, that he discov-
ered the preparations made to attack him on his return through
the Alps, and was able to find a vessel sailing directly to a
port of Languedoc.' The unsuccessful result of his visit to
court decided the position of Damville. He threw in his lot
with the Protestants, and signed the articles of agreement.
Still the court had not committed itself irrevocably to the
policy of war. The question was first definitely submitted for
Teroym  discussion in the royal council and in the king’s own
aoa™ presence, upon the arrival of Henry at Lyons. But
peacecrwar- the deliberation was rather for show than for real
utility. Two champions had been selected, and to them the
opportunity to speak was restricted. Paul de Foix was the
spokesman for peace and toleration—Paul de Foix, said to be
a scion of the noble house that once exercised sway over broad
territories at the foot of the Pyrenees, and enjoying more sub-
stantial claims to consideration because he had been one of the
bold advocates of milder measures in the famous “ Mercuriale”
of 1559, and because since then he had consistently followed the
counsels of Chancellor Michel de PHospital.® His carefully
Paul de Poix's Prepared argument was worthy of its author and of
plesforpesce. the occasion. By unanswerable proofs he showed
that a civil war—the most disastrous of all wars—was neither
desirable nor necessary ; that its success was more than doubt-
ful. “Granting,” said he, “that the IIuguenots lack money,
the sinews of war, how faithfully and well have they handled
the little they have hitherto had. Besides, they have allies
that will not desert them, and, as for themselves, they spare
neither life nor property. They are men inured to the hard-
ships of war, and bound together by the indissoluble chain of
necessity. Among them reign order and discipline; licence
and debauchery are unknown. In the armies of the king, on
the contrary, what jealousy, what avarice, what ambition, what
disunion prevail! Even the loss of a sanguinary battle, of two
or three sanguinary battles, will not dishearten the Huguenots.

.1 Jean de Serres, v. fols. 26, 27, 28; De Thou, ubi supra.
* See his eulogy in the Mémoires de la vie de De Thou, liv. i. pp. 18-15.
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Experience has taught that they are less sensible to the most
cruel torture, to the most appalling dangers, than to the fear of
the loss of liberty of conscience and the dread of incurring the
contempt of their fellow-believers. Such a faction has never
been so thoroughly extingmished but that from the ashes of
those that were driven into banishment or butchered a new
conflagration has arisen more terrible than the first. After all,
what have the Protestants always demanded? Liberty of con-
science. That was first provided for by the Edict of January,
an edict too soon violated by an incident which, far from recall-
ing to memory, I would that I could bury in eternal oblivion.
Thence arose, not in a few provinces, but throughout the entire
state and in every family, & most cruel and disastrous war.”
In glowing terms the orator proceeded to depict the horrors of
which France had for ten or twelve years been the victim, hor-
rors that culminated in a massacre on St. Bartholomew’s day,
which he preferred to regard as rather the result of necessity
or chance than of premeditated design. He begged the king
to wait for the coming of the deputies sent by the Protestants,
and daily expected, and when they should have arrived to grant
them those reasonable concessions with which they would be
satisfied. ¢ May your prudence, Sire, guard you against stun-
bling on the first step you take in ascending the throne of your
ancestors.”

To this harangue the champion of war made a brief and
brutal reply. Affecting to disdain any attempt to refute the
vilequiers  Arguments brought forward by his opponent—he was
reply. no barrister, he said, but a man nurtured in arms,
and knew better how to act than how to speak-—Villequier
loudly asserted that to establish peace with heretics was to
declare war with God, and to pronounce rebels those who had
devoted their lives and means to so holy a war. The conflict
had been well begun; a single blow would suffice to prostrate
the enemy. Instead of waiting for the deputies to arrive, he
counselled instant action. He bade Henry gather the laurels
of which an untimely death had robbed his brother Charles,
and, after two crowns so legitimately obtained, to earn the third
crown now offered to him, by giving peace to the Church through
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the overthrow of the enemies of God. ¢Either your Majesty,”
said he, “must perish, with the entire State, or the Protestants
must be utterly destroyed.”

René de Villequier was as little a match for Paul de Foix in
argument as in purity of morals, but the easy composure with
which he had borne himself, and the sneer with which he treated
the emotion betrayed by his predecessor, showed plainly enongh
that he understood full well that the king had already made up
his mind. And, in truth, no sooner had Villequier ended, than
Henry and his mother rose without giving any other member
of the council an opportunity to express his sentiments. The
next day the council was again assembled, but only to hear
Heary re. the announcement of the absurd determination which
wives o pre- Henry had been persuaded to adopt. He would lis-
e " ten to the propositions of the Protestant delegates,
should they come, but meantime he would prepare for war and
prosecute it with vigor.'

After this there was evidently little prospect of peace. Henry,
indeed, gave audience to the envoys of the elector palatine and
other German princes whom Condé had interested in the cause
of his fellow Huguenots, and heard their intercessions that the
Protestants should have permission to exercise their religion and
should have their property and dignities restored tothem. But
he replied that as his predecessors had always maintained the
name and character of “ Very Christian,” he intended to live
and die in the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman religion, which

11 follow the detailed account given by De Thou, v. 105-115. Although
Ranke seems to question whether any such consultation was held (Civil Wars
and Monarchy in France, Amer. ed., 289), I deem the authority of De Thou
conclusive. The future historian, then a young man, had just returned from
an extensive and very instructive journey through Italy, in the suite of the vet-
eran jurist and diplowmatist, Foix, with whom he was in the most intimate rela-
tions. A very full account of the trip is given in the Mémoires de la vie de De
Thou, liv. i, pp. 14-27. In this work, written, it is well known, by De Thou
himself, he explicitly states (p. 27) that he was at court in Lyons when the dis-
cussion took place. ‘‘Il [De Thou] y resta quelque tems pour apprendre la
résolution de la cour. On y délibera d’abord de la guerre contre les Protes-
tans. De Foix, dans le Conseil, eut une dispute avec Villequier sur ce sujet;
mais en secret cette guerre étoit résolue. De Thou disoit avoir va de Foix en
soupirer de regret,” etc.

Vor.. 1.—3
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he expected to be accepted by all his subjects. He would,
however, pardon the sins of the past, should the Huguenots
restore to him the arms and the cities which they had ap-
propriated, and return to the religion of the state ; or, should
they prefer so to do, he would freely permit them to leave
the kingdom, taking their goods with them, and would pro-
vide them with letters to secure their safety.' To the Hu-
guenots themselves that came from Provence and Dauphiny
Henry gave a sharp answer, telling them that he would not
speak of peace until his cities and castles should have been re-
stored to his hands.’

The conclusions thus reached were set forth in official form.
By letters patent of the tenth of September, Henry announced

! Lestoile, under date of September 10, 1574, i. 42. The documents pub-
lished by Kluckhohn are of great interest. Henry, it appears, had written to the
elector palatine from Cracow, soliciting his good offices in the discovery of the
meauns of pacifying France (Letters of June 15, in Briefe Friedrich des From-
men, ii. 694, 695), and Frederick the Pious had accordingly despatched Dr.
Weyer. The envoy made his way to Paris, but failed to obtain any satisfac-
tion as to the plans of the government from the queen mother, who urged him
to see the new king himself. Of the results of his interviews with the latter,
whom he met coming from Turin to Lyons, Dr. Weyer has left us a full rela-
tion. (Published by Kluckhohn in his *‘ Zwei pfélzische Gesandtschaftsberiche
iiber den franzisichen Hof und die Hugenotten,” Abhandlungen der kon.
bayer. Akad. der Wissenschaften, xi. Bd. ii. Abth., Munich, 1870.) Henry did
indeed declare to the ambassador that he did not intend to be the ¢ hangman ’
of his subjects (‘‘ Ich will meiner underthonen henker nicht sein ”), but he
gave no assurances of toleration to be extended to the Huguenots. He even
showed his annoyance at the elector’s interference in their behalf in a letter
to Frederick, of October 26 (Briefe, etc., ii. 727, 728). This drew forth a noble
reply from the palatine (November 27, ibid., ii. 760-762). In the course of it he
reminded Henry that in the promise of liberty of conscience which he made
to the Protestants he granted them nothing at all, since he had no power over
the souls of men, that power being reserved by God for Himself alone; while,
as to the permission to retire to their houses and enjoy their temporal goods,
the Huguenots derived no security therefrom, inasmuch as, not to speak of
past massacres, even at the present moment the same humors and desires en-
tertained by the royal council and the royal governors and officers, in every
province and place, held them in fear and distrust. Besides, how could they
subsist without worship of God, without baptism, without the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, without burial, without discipline ?

* Alamanni to the Grand Duke, September 13, 1574, Négociations avec la
Toscane, iv. 24. :
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his * paternal ” purpose to pardon all his subjects who had
borne arms against the will of their sovereign, or who, in disobe-
omeialaects. di€nce to his commands, had left the kingdom. The
ration, single condition was that they should lay down
their arms and return and live peaceably in their homes. Not
a word was said about liberty of conscience or religious rights.
It was not until about a month later (the thirteenth of Oc-
tober), that, finding that his first assurances had produced
little effect, Henry wrote another letter, in which he promised
the returning Huguenots that their consciences and religion
should not be interfered with. Still there was no hint of the
toleration of their worship, or of the convocation of a national
council, or of the states general, for which they had called.' It
was clear that Henry was determined upon a resort to the
arbitrament of war. Catharine had persuaded herself and him
that the campaign would be easy, short, and decisive."

It cannot be said that the Huguenots were unprepared for
the issue. In Dauphiny and Vivarais they had not suspended
Huguenotop. the€ir military operations. Insignificant towns were
emdons. — held by small garrisons at fearful odds. Le Pouzin,
little more than a village, but advantageously situated on the
western bank of the Rhéne,® was bravely defended for ten days
against an army of twelve, or, as others assert, of eighteen
thousand men—French, Swiss, Germans, and Piedmontese—
abundantly furnished with artillery, according to the ideas of
the times, and fighting under the colors of the Prince Dauphin.
The small Huguenot garrison first repulsed a general assault so
decisively that all hope of taking the place save by the slower
methods of a siege was abandoned ; and when no longer able
to maintain itself in the shattered walls against the enemy, ef-

1Jean de Serres, v. fols. 29, 32'; Recueil des choses mémorables, 521, 522
De Thou, v. 119.

* Jean de Serres, v. fol. 28.

3 «“The Protestants have fortified themselves in Livron, a strong place on
the Rhéne, and in Pouzin, upon the other side of the river, inaccessible but
in one place, and that not above four men in front. They in Dauphiny have
fortified themselves in the mountains very strongly.” Dr. Dale to Smith md
Walsingham, Lyons, S8eptember. 29, 1574. . State Paper Office.
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fected a safe retreat by night to the neighboring city of Privas.'
Brave Montbrun, who was in command, received calmly, almost
defiantly, the king’s summons to lay down his arms and retire
to his home, if he wished to enjoy the benefits of the royal
grace. He boldly vindicated the justice of his cause, and ex-
pressed his confident hope that God would not desert His own
servants. ‘ Whatever result, however, may follow,” he added,
“we shall put forth every endeavor, God willing,
that the perfidious and degenerate Italians who abuse
the royal and the French name may in deed acknowl-
edge that they have to do with true Frenchmen, who regard a
glorious death as the most excellent recompense of their faith
and valor.”*

The final arrangements for an offensive and defensive al-
liance with Marshal Damville were effected not long after. In
answer to a summons of the latter, the States of Languedoc
convened in Montpellier, on the sixth of November. Of the
twenty-three districts into which the extensive province was
divided, the greater number were represented by Protestants,
but not a few Roman Catholics were also there. Toulouse,
Unton win  HOWever, sent no delegates. The union being formed,
Damville.  Marghal Damville was recognized as royal governor,
and it was resolved, under his leadership, to make common
cause against a common foe. Inthe long and not inappropriate
declaration which the marshal therempon published, only a
single sentiment deserves especial notice, as indicative of the
world’s progress toward the recognition of the rights of man—
“ Religious controversy cannot be settled by arms, but by a free
council, be it general or national.”* It was well understood by
the whole nation that Damville repudiated the name of reli-

Moutbrun's
courageous

answer,

! De Thou, v. 110, gives a brief, Jean de Serres, v. fols. 26-31, a much
more circnmstantial account of this brilliant affair, which lasted from the 5th
to the 15th of October.

* Jean de Serres, v. fol. 83.

3 ¢ Perspiciens controversiam religionis non armis sed libero Concilio, sive
generali sive nationali, componi posse.” Jean de Serres, v. fols. 34-86. Of
course, Damville, as a Montmorency, made much of the fact that he was
¢  vere et genuine Gallus, et e primis Christianis et baronibus Francie.”
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gion, and styled himself ¢ Liberator of the Commonwealth ;”
or, a8 others said, “ Reformer of the King’s Council.”*' Yet,
for a time, the politic inarshal seemed himself to have under-
gone a moral reformation which, he was acute enough to per-
ceive, bronght him into closer sympathy with the religious
party whose interests he espoused.’

It was the middle of November when the king, instead of
pressing on toward the capital whither the great interests of
Reryat D8 kingdom called him, again turned southward to
Avigon.  gpend the season of Advent in the city of Avignon.
The finances of his state were in extreme confusion, the ex-
chequer was empty, the very pages of the king, it was said, were
driven to the necessity of pawning their cloaks to get food, and,
but for a timely advance of five thousand francs which she
obtained from a royal officer of the treasury, Catharine her-
self could not have provided for the wants of her own maids
of honor.® None the less, however, did Henry and his court
dismiss the wearisome consideration of the means of restor-
ing prosperity to France, that they might engage in a form
of devotion whose absurdity would create amusement did
not its puerility awaken disgust. This most inconstant and
profligate of princes was destined, at various stages of his reign,
to hold forth hopes of a personal reformation of morals, only
to disappoint his subjects by relapses into the most shameless
debauchery. One of these spasmodic and short-lived changes
was witnessed about this time. ¢ At his being at Avignon,”
quaintly writes a correspondent of Lord Burleigh, certain
Jesunits came unto him, and persuaded him to leave that loose
life of his, and to forsake such dames as he brought with him
out of Venice, otherwise God would not prosper him. And
hereupon he, being touched, hath confessed his sinful life to

' Alamanni to the Grand Duke, Lyons, November 9, 1574, Négociations
avec la Toscane, iv. 20.
- % ¢Inito foedere, ipse quidem quasi sempiternum voluptati indixisset bel-
lum, mulierculas amandat, severe autem interdicit suis ne secum habeant
scorta, ne cui impune liceat blasphemare,” etc. Jean de Serres, v. fol.
37.

3 Lestoile, i. 47,
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those Jesuits, with full purpose to live better, and so hath given
himself to marry.”*

But Henry's improvement in external morality was less strik-
ing and more transient than his newly conceived passion for the
Flagellants. The « Flagellants ” of the thirteenth, fourteenth,
and fifteenth centuries, had been in turn.held up for popular
adwmiration by the clergy, anathematized by papal authority,
and committed to the flames by the Inquisition. The supersti-
tion for which they had received such opposite treatment was
subsequently discovered to be a profitable delusion, and under
the name of *‘ Penitents ” the new flagellants were associated,
with the Church’s sanction, in confraternities which attracted,
by reason of their singularity, not a little attention and surprise.
It was in the papal city of Avignon that the Penitents first
made their appearance on French soil. Clothed in long gowns
reaching from head to foot, with no part of the face visible save
the eyes, they paraded the streets, sometimes by day but more
frequently by night, chanting lustily the mournful verses of the
“ Miserere.” 'To express the idea of sorrow for sin more forcibly,
each penitent was provided with a whip well knotted or fur-
nished with metal points, by means of which he lashed the ex-
posed back and shoulders of the brother whom he followed. It
was a weird but loathsome spectacle, from which sensible men
turned away with ningled shame and indignation. But Henry
Hejomnstne Of Valois was both interested and pleased. The
Flagelants.  novel practice might prove a pleasant diversion, and
if it could atone for moral delinquencies, the pain endured
would be a cheap price to pay for the purchase of absolution.
Was it not likely that the whip, in the hands of courtiers,
would be more tolerable than the scourge of his own con-
science? However this may be, the frivolons monarch no
sooner saw the performance than he expressed a desire to take
part in it. Ilis example was at once followed by the courtiers.
The king having become a member of that part of the confra-
ternity which clothed itself in white—the ¢ Blancs Battus ”—

' Thomas Wylson to Lord Burlelgh February 14, 1575 ; Wright, Queen
Elizabeth and her Times, ii. §
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Catharine made herself the patron of the “black penitents,”
and the Cardinal of Armagnac joined the “blue.” It was not
long before every seigneur or gentilhomme of the court was
enrolled in one of the confraternities, whose cause he espoused
with an ardor that would have done no discredit to the parti-
sans of the factions of the circus in the imperial times of
Rome or Constantinople.’
To one person the silly farce proved of tragic importance. Car—
dinal Charles, of Lorraine, had the imprudence to take a prom-
inent part in the show, walking with bare, or nearly
Gardinatof. bare feet through the cold and wintry streets. The
exposure brought on a fever to which he soon suc-
cumbed.” Whether the prelate died in the odor of sanctity,
having discoursed, during his last hours, most learnedly and
piously respecting religion—as his friends and adherents gave
out—or passed away from the scene of his restless and nefarious
activity after having spent whole days and nights, without sleep
and uttering furious outcries—as his enemies asserted with equal
positiveness—is a point which it is useless to discuss.’
And so this bustling actor passed off the stage upon which he

| Lestoile, 1. 47 ; Recueil des choses mémorables, 533 ; De Thou, v. 124.
The Florentine envoy Alamanni, writing from Lyons, December 14, 1574,
stands in admiration of the French king’s piety: ‘‘E entrato in una com-
pagnia di Battuti, che & in Avignone, e va agli uffizi sacri, vestito pare da Bat-
tuto, dando a ciascuno de’ suoi popoli un ottimo esempio di sé, e monstrandosi
in ogni cosa sua religioso e molto cattolico principe.” Négociations diploma-
tiques avec 1a Toscane, iv. 33.

*If the date December 23, 1574, as given by Jean de Serres, were correct,
Cardinal Lorraine would have died on the day of the month upon which his
nephew, Henry of Guise, was murdered at Blois fourteen years later. But the
true date was Sunday, December 26th. See Jean de Serres, v. fols. 45, 46 ;
Jehan de 1a Fosse, Journal d’un curé ligueur, 172; Lestoile, etc., ubi supra.

? Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii. 143 ; Recueil des choses mémorables, 535 ; Languet,
Epistole secrete, i. 68. As if his imprudent exposure did not sufficiently
account for Lorraine’s fatal illness, De Thou, Agrippa d'Aubigné, Olhagaray,
and others discuss the absurd story of the cardinal’s assassination by poison, ad-
ministered, as some said, in a purse that was presented to him. For a con-
temporary account of hisfurious death and the fierce storm that raged through-
out France at the time (‘‘ et 'appelle-t-on le vent du cardinal ”’), see Beza to
Gabriel Schlusselberger, March 25, 1575 ; Berne MS., apud Bulletin de la
8ociété de I'histoire du Prot. frang., xvi. (1867), 270.
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had long played a leading part. Was it because the world had
learned to know him so thoroughly, or because new characters so
- soon engrossed the undivided attention of the specta-
character. . .

tors, that his removal produced less commotion, to use
the expressive words of a contemporary, than would have fol-
lowed the death of a simple village curate?' Of the person and
work of Charles of Lorraine there is no need to speak at length.
‘What he was is more clearly shown in the events of the quarter
of a century preceding his death than could be set forth in any
portrait, however skilfully delineated. That he was possessed
of eminent abilities not even his enemies could deny. If neither
profound nor learned, he was certainly shrewd, polished, versa-
tile, and capable of turning to his own advantage every op-
portunity that presented itself for acquiring distinction or for
amassing wealth. With the help of others, cleverly appropri-
ated, he had on more than one occasion contrived to present a
good appearance both for scholarship and for eloquence. At
the Colloquy of Poissy no orator upon the Roman Catholic side
had acquitted himself so creditably ; it had proved no difficult
thing to persuade the multitudes that had not been present at
the discussion that he had carried off the palm in a contest with
the elegant and courtly Theodore Beza himself. He was the
most plausible man in France. Until the refutation came, no
one’s assertions seemed more like the very truth than his.
Presently, however, it was discovered that a man could be safe
only when he belicved just the opposite of what the cardinal
said.” It made no matter whither he went; everywhere he
practised the same arts of deception. What the Venetian am-
bassador Suriano had depicted him as being in his earlier years,’
he was to the very end of life. When the news of the Massacre
of St. Bartholomew’s Day reached Rome, the cardinal, who had
not had the slightest knowledge of the impending blow, and
had, of course, taken no part either in the plan or in the execu-

! Mémoires de Henry III., 12.

? The tree is known by its fruit—remarks Lestoile—and in his case the
fruit was, according to the testimony of his own adherents, *‘que pour n’estre
jamais trompé il faloit croire tousjours tout le contraire de ce qu'il vous
disoit.” Mémoires de Henry IIIL., 11.

? See Rise of the Huguenots, i. 270.
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tion, at once began to state that the destruction of the Hugnenots
was mainly due to his activity. The Tuscan agent at the
French court visited Catharine de’ Medici and informed her of

the boast. Catharine was indignant at the unwar-
His claim to . . .
Baro cansed ranted assamption. “The Cardinal of Lorraine,”

she said, ‘“ knew no more about the massacre than
you did. But for me nothing would have been done. In con-
sequence of certain advices I resolved upon it suddenly. Lor-
raine and the admiral are on a par for lies, inventions, and
malignity.”' ¢ Perhaps it would be well, since he has an
uneasy brain, to recall him to France,” suggested Petrucci.
“QOh, no!” Catharine promptly replied, “let us leave him
there. If he were here, he would turn the world upside
down.”* Before the interview was over the queen and the
ambassador showed that they were of one mind: this conduct
of the cardinal was hateful in the extreme. ¢ At Rome,” said
Petrucci, “ he wishes to give the impression that, though ab-
sent, he governs the kingdom. In France, he pretends that he
is the greatest favorite of the pope.”’

It is not possible to determine the precise share which be-
longed to the cardinal in the disasters of France during this
Huresponst-  ©Ventful period. Other hands besides his were em-
vliey. brued in the blood of the persecuted reformers;
other tongues were busy in defence of the sanguinary doctrine
that heresy must be exterminated by exterminating its profes-
sors. Many a clergyman advocated the use of faggot and gal-
lows, with no such attempts as Lorraine more than once put
forth to shield himself from the imputation of inhumanity.
And yet, despite his disclaimers at Saverne and elsewhere, the
Huguenots held him, above all others, directly responsible for
that relentless system of persecution which had its legiti-
mate outcome in the civil wars that filled the latter half of

1 ¢ Ella mi disce che non ne sapeva [sc. Lorraine] pid che ne sapessi io, e
che senza lei non se ne faceva altro; ma che per certi avvisi se ne risolve
subito, e che Lorena e ’Ammiraglio andavono al pari di bugie e d’invenzioni
e di malignitd.” Petrucei to Fr. de’ Medici, September 29, 1572, Négociations
diplomatiques de 1s France avec 1a Toscane, iii. 842. :

? ¢ Lasciamolo pure star 13, perche qud metterebbe sotto sopra il mondo.”
Ibid., ubi supra. 3 Ibid., ubi supra.
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the sixteenth century. In this estimate they were not alone.
It will be remembered that a secretary of state, who had often
met him at the council-board, and who belonged to the same
religious communion, had long since associated his name with
that of the bloodthirsty Diana of Poitiers, exclaiming, with
reference to these two partners in infamy: It were to be de-
sired that this woman and the cardinal had never been born:
for they two alone have been the spark that kindled our mis-
fortunes.”' Chary of his own life, Lorraine had been lavish
of the lives of others;® consequently, few bewailed his loss.

Such a man, in an age much given to plain-speaking, was likely
to be handled with uncomplimentary frankness. Ten years be-
fore the cardinal’s death, the reformer Farel expressed, in his
private correspondence, the estimate which his fellow Protes-
tants had formed of their arch-persecutor. He described him
as ‘“‘the man who surpasses all other men on the face of the
earth in wickedness and malice.” And, more forcibly than
politely, he declared it to be his opinion that the prelate had
usual recourse for counsel and help, not to a single evil spirit—
he was never without one or more imps ready to come to him at
his call—but to the prince of fiends himself, from whom he
received all aid and comfort in his efforts to serve Satan effec-
tually and to destroy the whole work of God.

Soon after the beginning of the new year the court left
Avignon for the north. If the audacity of the Huguenots in
The Hugue. tAKING Saint Gilles almost within hearing of the
notsof Liv- - king.* and surprising Aigues-mortes before Henry

had gotten well under way,* had been an annoyance,
the rebuff he now received at Livron—‘“but a very little up-

1 Claude de 1’Aubesp1ne See Rise of the Huguenots, . 271.

* Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii. 143. ¢ Tres chiche et craintif de sa vie, prodigue
de celle d’autrui, pour le seul but qu'il a eu en vivant, assavoir d’eslever sa
race i une demesurée grandeur.”

3 Farel to Christopher Fabri, Neuchitel, June 6, 1564 in the letters of the
reformer appended to Fick’s edition of ‘Du Vray Usage de 1a Croix,” 815.

¢ Jean de Serres, v. fol. 47.

8 The surprise of Aigues-mortes occurred January 12. The licence of the
Protestant soldiers in plundering the place for the next seven days furnished
a dangerous precedent, of which it would seem that advantage was soon taken.
Jean de Serres, v. fols. 52, 53. .
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landish town ” '—was still harder to be borne with equanimity.
The Protestant inhabitants of Livron had again been forced to
take refuge behind their strengthened works ; they soon showed
themselves true Huguenots, better acquainted with the art of
defence than with the art of assault.’ Henry was tempted to
stop before the presumptuous town that had dared to deny ad-
mission to the royal troops. But his presence only incited the
garrison to greater displays of courage. He was saluted at his
approach by a discharge of artillery, and when the deafening
report had ceased there succeeded a still more startling shout
from the throats of hundreds of soldiers whom the Huguenot
officers strove in vain to repress. “ You will not butcher us in
our beds, as you butchered the admiral!” was a cry that fell
upon Henry’s ears, mingled with other derisive words that told
too clearly the depth of contempt to which the crown had fallen
inthe popular estimation.’ A few days after the king’s departure
the siege of Livron was for a second tiine abandoned in disgust.

Meanwhile in the west the royal arms had purchased success
at a heavy cost. The powerful army of the Duke of Mont-
Captare of pensier captured the important city of Fontenay after
Fontensy and & short but vigorous resistance; but the loss of the
Lnde™t™  assailants in dead and wounded much exceeded that
of the garrison. The castle of Lusignan was next attacked, but
proved a more difficult place to master. The massive walls,

1 Dr. Dale to Lord Burleigh, Lyons, January 16, 1575, State Paper Office.

* « Monstrérent bien qu'ils estoient vrais huguenos, qui scavoient mieux le
mestier de se deffendre que d’assaillir,” Lestoile, i. 48. The second siege
of Livron, begun December 17, 1574, and prosecuted with marked steadfast-
ness of purpose by a powerful army under the direct command of Marshal
de Bellegarde, is described at great length by Jean de Serres, v. fols. 42-52.

3« Hmc vero frequentius increbescebant: ¢Haudquaquam nos in lecto,
sicuti Amiralium, mactabis: educito in aciem cincinnatos illos tuos, veniant
ad nostras uxores, et intelligent quam facile sui copiam sint facture.’” Jean
de Serres, v. fol. 55. This writer contrasts the unfortunate licence then prev-
alent with the strict discipline of the Protestant armies in the time of Coligny
and Louis de Condé; when a disrespectful word respecting the king would
have cost a soldier hislife. The Recueil des choses mémorables, p. 538, and
the Inventaire général, ii. 481, give a very similar form to the taunts of the
Huguenot garrison: ¢ Hau, massacreurs, vous ne nous poignarderes pas dedans
nos licts, comme vous aves fait ' Amiral,” etc, See De Thou, v. 122, 184.
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which had defied for centuries the strength of successive assail-
ants, were commonly reputed to be guarded by the spell of the
most potent fairy of mediseval fable. The beautiful but unfor-
Theairy Me- tunate Melusine, fated by her mother’s curse to as-
Tosine. sume the form of a serpent every Saturday until the
Day of the last Judgment, unless she should find a husband too
generous to pry into the awful secret of her life, had miracu-
lously caused the fabric to arise for the abode of Raymondin,
son of the Count of Forez. When her spouse broke his
pledged faith, she fled from his embrace with a piercing wail,
and, issuing from a window, was seen to fly through the air in
monstrous shape. Thrice did she circle round the fated castle,
then disappear forever from human sight. Only when Lusig-
nan changed its masters, or when some member of the lordly
family was about to die, did the occupants of the castle hear
her piteous cry, repeated on three successive nights, sure pre-
sage of coming disaster.' This fortress had in the Middle
Ages given title to a distinguished family. In the twelfth cen-
tury Guy de Lusignan, after wearing the thorny crown of Je-
rusalem, had obtained the more substantial sovereignty of the
kingdom of Cyprus. In the thirteenth century Hugues de Lu-
signan took part in the first crusade of Saint Louis and lost his
life.on the banks of the Nile. In the fourteenth century,
Pierre de Lusignan was among the most strenuous advocates of
the renewal of the effort to rescue the Iloly Sepulchre from the
hands of the infidel.® The fortress from which these stout war-
riors derived their name, although seized by the Huguenots in

! The story of the fairy is most fully told in the tale ‘‘ Melusine,” written by
Jehan d’Arras for the delectation of the Count of Berry and Auvergne, in
1387, and recently edited afresh by M. Brunet (Paris, 1854). Brantéme vou-
ches for the statement that divers washerwomen at the fountain bLelow the
tower had heard Melusine's cries, and that many soldiers and ‘‘men of
honor ” could testify to her loud lament when the castle was besieggd. The
name of Melusine is supposed to be an abbreviation of ¢ Mére des Lusignans,”
‘¢ Mére Lusigne,” or simple ‘‘ Merlusine.” The fairy had the credit of having
built & number of other castles (among them Parthenay, Issoudun, and Sou-
bise), from whose ruinous walls spectral apparitions or hideous cries issned
from time to time.

? Michaud, Histoire des Croisades, ii. 439; iv. 125, 176 ; v. 184,
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1569, during the course of the third civil war, had the reputa-
tion of being nearly, if not quite impregnable. Besides, the
garrison had the advantage of being commanded by René de
Rohan, Sieur de Frontenay, who, on the approach of the royal
army, threw himself into the place, with forty gentlemen and
six hundred picked troops. Well did general and soldiers
prove the wisdom of the movement and exhibit their own
valor. One assault after another was bravely met and foiled.
It was not until the siege had lasted mnearly four months that
the Huguenots could be brought to surrender Lusignan, and
then they secured the most honorable terms. On the twenty-
fifth of January, 1575, the small garrison that had so long held
at bay a large army commanded by a prince of the blood,
marched out with arms and baggage. The Protestants only
lost twenty-five gentlemen and two hundred soldiers. Mont-
pensier’s loss was variously estimated at eight hundred or
twelve hundred men. Ile satisfied his resentment against the
castle that had so long detained him by razing the walls to the
ground. Not even the famous ¢ tour de Melusine ” was spared.’
While his armies in Poiton and in Dauphiny were meeting
with such indifferent success, Henry the Third was preparing
to receive the rite of anointing and coronation at the hands of
the Church. The ceremony took place, according to custom, in
Heary'e j the city of Rheims. There, too, Henry was married to
nation Louise de Vaudemont, a princess of the family of
Lorraine. Neither event was altogether auspicious.

Henry, whose mistake it was that he generally attended to sec-
ular affairs while he should have been absorbed in the offices of
religion, and gave himself up to superstitious observances just
as the claims of his kingdom were most imperative, exhibited
the utmost irreverence when the time came for the acts that

' Rise of the Huguenots, ii. 323. The castle of Lusignan, described by
Froissard (Johnes's trans. i. 489) as ‘‘ very grand and handsome,” defled the
arms of the Earl of Derby in his victorious expedition from Bordeaux soon
after the battle of Crécy (ibid. i 171).

* Recueil des choses mémorables, 524-527 ; Lestoile, i. 51 ; De Thou,v. 128-
132 A rippa d’Aubigné. ii. 147-137, whose account is very full, and who
gives the text of the articles of capitulation,
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‘were to set the approval of the' Roman Q(atholic Church upon
his succession to the throne. Ile slept instead of keeping vigil
during the night preceding the coronation. He spent, in at-
tending to his own attire and in inspecting the jewels to be
worn by his bride, so large a portion of the day, that, contrary
to all ecclesiastical precedent, the mass was necessarily deferred
until afternoon, and the solemn Te Deum was either forgotten
or purposely omitted. When the crown was placed mpon his
head, he interrupted the officiating prelate by impatient and ill-
omened exclamations—that the crown hurt him, that it was
slipping off. At the close of the service he had no time to per-
mit the archbishop to divest himn of garments consecrated by
contact with the holy oil, but passed with perfect unconcern
from the cathedral to the supper-room, and took part in the fes-
tivities dressed in his coronation robes.' The marriage of
Ilenry with a princess of Lorraine, a relation of the Guises—a
family already far too powerful in French affairs—was more in-
auspicious than the violation of churchly usage. Henry had
broken off negotiations for the hand of a daughter of the
good Gustavus Vasa, King of Sweden, to espouse a portionless
girl belonging to a younger branch of a hated and dangerous
race.” The match was unequal; the accession of power it was
likely to bring to Henry of Guise and his brother could not be
viewed by calm observers without serious apprehension. True,
the restless Cardinal of Lorraine was dead, and it was not yet
suspected that the eldest son of Francis of Guise had inherited
the ambition both of his father and of his uncle. Yet it might
have been supposed that the perils attaching to matrimonial al-

! For this last incident see Miss Freer, Henry IIIL., ii. 17. Cf. also De Thou
(who was an eye-witness of the coronation), v. 188, 187 ; Recueil des choses
mémorables, 540 ; Lestoile, i. 51.

? Miss Freer, ubi supra, ii. 5, 6. According to the author of the Recueil des
choses mémorables, 541, Catharine was a warm supporter of the Lorraine mar-
riage alliance, by means of which she hoped to confirm her authority in
France. And, indeed, Henry wns profuse in his declarations to foreign am-
bassadors to that effect. ¢‘ Elle me fit et elle me maria,” he said. But com-
mon report made it quite otherwise, and the English envoy called attention to
the king's own contradictory statements. See Dr. Dale's letters to Lord
Burleigh, March 5 and 18, 1575, State Paper Office.
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liances with any branch of the House of Lorraine would readily
suggest themselves, in view of the troubles introduced by the
marriage of Francis the Second and Mary of Scots. Mean-
while, for the present, the marriage made little change in
Henry, unless it were that he became even more averse to seri-
ous occupations ; more engrossed alternately in puerile
His growing . . .
devotion to  devotion and frivolous pleasures, and more impeca-
nious because of his lavish gifts.' During the whole of
the Lenten season immediately following upon his coronation
and marriage he went daily to mass and listened to sermon
after sermon, each day in a new church. At the same time he
resorted to every petty device to relieve his poverty. New
taxes were imposed ; new offices were put up for sale; money
was raised by giving the privilege of cutting down two trees in
every “arpent” of all the forests of France. One day Henry
Hapeouy V38 reported not to have enough money to purchase
a4 wvit- 8 dinner, and the king actually sent to beg a loan
- from all the counsellors, advocates, and procureurs of
the Parliament and Chaételet of Paris, obtaining from each a
few hundred francs. Some days later the public, including the
king's reluctant creditors, were treated to the information that
Henry had turned the whole of this collection to account in the
way of making a present of over fifty thousand livres to satisfy
the rapacity of a single ravenous favorite.’
The Huguenots, while ably conducting their military opera-
tions in Dauphiny and Languedoc, had been drawing more close
the bands of their alliance with Damville and the
Sumeoa ® Politiques. At a conference held in Nismes, about
i Ximne™ the beginning of the year, another perilous step was
taken in the course to which the Protestants seemed
driven, as by a fatal necessity, of establishing a commonwealth
of their own, with its organized forms and its laws of action.

' On his way from Avignon to Rheims, Henry was in such straits for
money that he had to compel one ‘‘ Ludovico da Diagetto, a Florentyne,"
much against his will, to loan him one hundred thousand francs, *‘ or else the
king could not have gone from Avignoén to be sacred at Rheims, nor yet to be
married.” Thomas Wylson to Lord Burleigh, February 14, 1574, Wright,
Queen ‘Elizabeth and her Times, ii. 5. ? Lestoile, i. 52.
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The union was signed by Damville, in the name of the Roman
Catholics, and by Viscount Paulin and Baron Terrides, on the
part of the Protestants. The marshal engaged upon oath to
abstain from every act contrary to the laws and statutes adopted
by the allies, and promised, in any sudden emergency render-
ing it impossible to obtain their opinion, to obey implicitly the
advice of the council with which he Irad been provided.'
Meantime, in the spring of 1575, negotiations were in prog-
ress at the French court which, although they have received
scanty notice from historians, throw a brilliant light upon the
purposes and the temper of the various parties in the State.’
From the pursuit of war or of pleasure the court now seemed
disposed to turn its attention for a little while to the methods
. of obtaining the peace so ardently desired by the un-
Negotiations A
for peace. fortunate classes of the population upon whom the
burdens of the state rested most heavily. The queen
mother, not many months since an advocate of war, had, with
her usnal variableness, veered round and become anxious for
the restoration of peace. She had discovered to her great an-

! De Thou, v. 185; Jean de Serres, v. fols. 53, 54, where a portion, and
Vaisséte, Histoire du Languedoc, v. 241-244, where the whole of Damville's
proclamation, dated January 12th, 1575, is given. It is interesting to note
that as Marshal Damville had, from an enemy, become the leader of the Prot-
estants of Languedoc, so the royal army with which the Protestants were con-
fronted was commanded by the Duc d'Uzés, one of their best generals in former
wars. In changing sides the duke was also accused of having developed a
character for inhumanity previously unperceived in him. It was he that gave
the disastrous example of mercilessly burning the gathered crops of the un-
happy peasants of Languedoc. Jean de Serres, v. fols. 105, 113.

* The peace negotiations of 1575 are brietly described or referred to by Les-
toile, i. 53 ; the Recueil des choses mémorables, 542-544 ; Inventaire général,
ii. 483 ; De Thou, v. 186-188 ; Davila, 212; also by Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii
173-175, whose sketch, if short, is very graphic. In comparison with these
writers, however, Jean de Serres gives, in the concluding volume of his in-
valuable Commentarii de statu religionis et reipublice (v. fols. 63-101) a far
more trustworthy and detailed account of this highly interesting episode in the
history of the fifth civil war. In the Mémoires de Nevers (Paris, 1665), a work
of almost equal rarity, the long report of the Protestant envoys themselves is
inserted (i. 308-434), under the title ‘‘ Negotiation de la paix faite par les
deputez du Prince de Condé, en la présence du Roy Henry III. et de 1a Reine
sa mére,”” ete. The two narratives supplement and corroborate each other,
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noyance that her influence over the king was much diminished,
and that “ many things passed by her mill more than were
wont.” Besides, even her restless spirit was appalled by the
indescribable jealousy and confusion reigning at court, and now
she declared that she would have an end of the struggle with
the Iluguenots, cost what it might. In the words of an eye-
witness of the deplorable'scene: ‘ They were all bent to prep-
arations of war, but these domestic discords do tame them.
It is a very hell among them, not one content or in quiet with
another—not mother with son, nor brother with brother, nor
mother with daughter.”'

The king, too, professed a desire for reconciliation with his
subjects of Southern France. He had gone so far as to permit
both Damville and the Protestants to send deputies to the Prince
of Condé at Basle, with the view of deliberating with him re-
specting the terms they ought jointly to insist upon.

On their way the deputies stopped at Geneva and, under
pledge of strict secrecy, consulted the council of that faithful
city respecting the propriety of their proposed demands, “for,
gentlemen,” said they, ¢ the Protestants of Langunedoc trust you
as much as they trust themselves.”* Nor was this all. The
Prince of Condé sought and again secured permission that The-
peasroea  0dOTe Beza should be present at the conference, and
Sweman-  much did the reformer’s sturdy good sense and clear

perceptions contribute to the adoption of the manly
course that was ultimately adopted. A statesman of large and
liberal views, Beza, notwithstanding his long period of residence
on the banks of the Leman, had not forgotten that he was the
citizen of a larger commonwealth than the little republic of
Geneva, or even the extensive kingdom of France. For him
the whole of Christendom, at least the whole of that part of
Christendom which had espoused the Reformation, constituted
his greater country, whose interests were to be preferred far
above the interests of any one city or state; while, as for Geneva,

! Dale to Walsingham, two letters, both dated March 23, 1575, State Paper
Office.
! ¢ Parce que, disaient ils, ils se fient en Messieurs comme en eux mesmes "
Fazy, Genéve, lo Parti Huguenot, ete. 25.
Vo 1.—4
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to her belonged, in the truest sense, the honor of being the holy
city, with the high privilege of serving as the secure refuge of
all that were persecuted in other parts for righteousness’ sake.
The broad policy of the reformer might make Beza a somewhat
unsafe adviser for a place in itself so weak and so beset with ene-
mies as Geneva ;' it certainly adapted him in a singular degree
to comprehend the larger diplomacy of European Protestantism.
It commended him above all others to the sympathy and the
esteem of so chivalrous a prince as Condé, with whom duty out-
weighed considerations of danger, and who always preferred a
boldness that might be confounded with rashness to a prudence
verging upon cowardice. So it was that, when at length the
duties which twice called Beza to Basle in the spring of 1575
were fully discharged, and he was able to return to the scene of
his accustomed labors, he was followed by letters from Condé
to the magistrates of Geneva, full of expressions of thanks for
having permitted their eminent theologian to take part in an
enterprise so necessary for the glory of God and the quiet of
poor France, wherein the ITuguenots had need of the prudence
which he so well displayed. “I assure you, gentlemen,” said
the grateful prince, in conclusion, ¢ that besides the general es-
teem which his rare virtues have engraven on the hearts of all
good men, I entertain a more special esteem for him on my own
account, in accordance with which I shall make known to any
person that may be so venturesome as to attack him, that he has
assailed one of my greatest friends.”*

' With all their deep reverence for his character and resplendent merits, the
magistrates occasionally found it necessary to remonstrate with Beza for con-
duct which they deemed imprudent and likely to involve their city in trouble.
It would appear, for example, that in December, 1574, some Huguenot exiles
undertook a fruitless enterprise of a military character in the direction of
Micon and Chéalons. Discovering, upon the return of the refugees to Geneva,
that Beza had been privy to the undertaking, the council commissioned the
eminent Michel Roset kindly to set forth to him that he ought not to consent
to such things, still less take part in them—* qu’il ne doit consentir a telles
choses, moins s'en mesler.”” Fazy, 21. See, also, this author’s valuable re-
marks, ibid. 11,

2 ¢ Qu'il se sera adressé & un de mes plus grands amis.”” Condé to the Coun-
cil, Basle, June 22, 1575, MS. Geneva Archives, in Fazy, 185, 136,
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At the conference the debate was long and earnest. What
‘measure of religious liberty should be deemed sufficient? What
satisfaction required for the late massacre? What security ex-
acted to avoid the possibility of being cheated in the future as in
the past? No wonder that the resolution was finally reached “to
make good and stout demands on all these points, and to persist
in them to the very end.” For the IIuguenots had excellent
grounds of encouragement. Since the renewal of the war they
had been almost uniformly victorious. ¢ Never,” wrote Beza,
“even when we had large armies in the field, had we one-tenth
part of the success which God has vonchsafed to us as against
His enemies since the beginning of these last troubles.”*

Early in the month of April the deputies from Languedoc,
together with other delegates commissioned by Condé himself,
found themselves in Paris. A few days later (on the eleventh
of April) an andience was granted them at the Louvre. Henry
of Valois was attended by his wife and mother, by his brother
Alengon, by the King of Navarre, and by the members of the
royal council, among whom figured Cardinal Bourbon, the Duke
of Montpensier, Marshal Retz, Morvilliers, Sebastian de I’ Aubes-
pine, Bishop of Limoges, and others, drawn to the queen mother’s
apartments not merely by the duty of their office, but by curi-
osity to learn the conditions which the confederates would pro-
pose. One of the secretaries of state was present to make an
official record of the proceedings. '

In behalf of the little knot of envoys, some deputed by the
prince, others by Damville, and still others by the Protestant
churches—they may have been eight or ten in all—a former
spechot  Member of the Parliament of Paris, the courageous
¢annes Sjeur d” Arénes, was put forward to speak. Beauvoir
la Nocle and such “fronts d’ airain” as Yolet, Dnchelar, and
Clausonne stood by in silence. The long speech of Arénes was

! ¢ Mais quant a nos fréres des Eglises de France, la guerre va tousjours en
avant, et vous puis dire que lorsque nous avons eu grosses armées, nous n'a-
vions point la dixiesme partie de ce que Dieu a fait contre ses ennemys depuis
les derniers troubles.” Beza to Gabriel Schlusselberger Geneva, March 25,
1575, Bulletin de la 8ociété de I'histoire du Protestantisme francais, xvi. (1867)
269. .-
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in every way worthy of a man distinguished alike for his elo-
quence and for his learning.' He expressed an earnest longing
for peace, but warned the king that if France now presented
the mournful spectacle of irreligion, discord, and insubordina-
tion to constituted authority, if the French name had come to
be covered with opprobrinm, as Henry might himself testify
from his personal experience on his way to Poland, the cause
was to be sought in no fatal conjunction of heavenly constella-
tions or influences, but in the violation of “ Piety and Justice”
—his deceased brother's motto. The royal faith had been
prostituted in the butchery of St. Bartholomew’s Day, a butch-
ery of which Charles the Ninth had proclaimed his detestation
in public letters, but which he had been impotent to prevent;
for young and reckless advisers, like those whom Rehoboam
trusted, had prescribed remedies repudiated by older and wiser
counsellors. To re-establish “ Piety and Justice,” those two
pillars of the monarchy, was the object of the Prince of Condé
and Marshal Damville in their present attempt.

Iereupon Arénes handed to the king a document in which
the prince and the marshal had distinctly set forth their views.
Henry, after assuring the envoys that he fully reciprocated the
desire for peace so eloquently expressed by Arénes, bade them
retire to the adjoining antechamber, and there await his an-
swer to their demands.’

It was no ordinary letter that M. de Fizes, the secretary,
now proceeded to read, nor was it altogether calculated to
The Hugue. Pl€ASE the ears that listened. Condé and Damville
not demands. hegan by the usual complimentary phrases, but soon
came to sober and unpalatable truths. They assurfed Henry
that both Protestants and Roman Catholics had been driven to
take up arms by the same violence. As to the former, the
chief cause of war was that they had not been suffered to en-
joy the benefits of the Edict of January, so solemnly enacted
and promulgated. Hence had arisen conflicts that culminated

14 Arennius, Condei legatorum unus, vir cumprimis eruditus et eloquens.”
Jean de Serres, v. fol. 73.
* Negotiation de la paix, Mém. de Nevers, i. 308-313.



1578, . THE PEACB NEGOTIATIONS. 53

in the horrible massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day. As to
the latter, the pernicious counsels which had been followed,
and in accordance with which the first princes of the blood and
the chief nobles were either to be executed or to be consigned
to perpetual imprisonment, sufficiently explained their action.
To put an end to this state of things, the prince and the mar-
shal, in the name of their confederated followers, had reduced
to writing their demands. The document that followed began
by an article in which the king was requested to permit the
free and public exercise of the Reformed religion throughout
the entire extent of the French dominions, without distinction
of persons or places, and including the celebration of Divine
worship, prayers, the administration of the holy sacraments and
of marriage, the visitation of the sick, the burial of the dead in
the common cemeteries, schools, the printing and sale of books,
the discipline of the Church, the holding of consistories, col-
loquies, and synods, collections for the poor, and, in general,
all else necessary to the proper observance of the rites of the
Reformed religion. So much for the first article. The re-
maining sixty-seven articles were not inferior in boldness.
They stipulated for the right to build and own churches, for
safe residence in every part of the kingdom, for the application
of the tithes paid by Protestants to the support of their own
ministers, for the re-establishment of the salutary ordinances of
Jeanne d’Albret in the Kingdom of Navarre, and for the
punishment of blasphemy. They did not, however, forget to
suggest that the toleration sought for must not be extended to
Epicureans and atheists, for these should be visited with all
forms of punishment.

After providing for an equality in religion, the confederates
proposed a plan for securing the impartial administration of
justice. 8o far as possible the same number of judges ought
to be appointed from both religions. DBut as that result could
not at once be attained, a temporary expedient was recom-
mended. It was proposed that the greater royal council be in-
creased by adding to its members, on Condé’s nomination, as
many Protestants as it now contained Roman Catholics; and
that forty judges chosen from this entire college and taken
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equally from the two religions should sit, one-half at Montpel-
lier and one-half at Cadours, to entertain appeals from the par-
liaments. Among many other provisions all tending to the
same end, we need only notice two demands—the one for
the punishment of the perpetrators of the Paris massacre, as the
most satisfactory proof of the king’s detestation of that crime,
and as the firmest basis of a lasting peace;' the other for the
annulling of all sentences for religion’s sake pronounced since
the time of Ilenry the Second, and especially the sentences of
Admiral Coligny and Count Montgomery. As a pledge for
the execution of the edict of pacification, the confederates
begged to be allowed not only to retain the cities now in their
possession, but to add to this number two other cities in each
province of the kingdom. There were other demands, of a
scarcely less startling character, which must be passed over for
the sake of brevity.’

" When the articles had been read, the envoys were recalled
into the royal presence. Neither Ienry nor Catharine wore
the benignant looks of a brief hour ago. “I am amazed,” ex-
gurpriscana  Claimed the former, “at the new and strange con-
N eona tents of your articles, and that you have dared to
Catharine.  hring themn to me;* for you must have been present
when they were concocted and have known what they were.
This leads me to think that you do not by any means care so
much for peace as you professed. Well! what else is there
that you wish?” In vain did Arénes excuse himself and his
comrades as ambassadors confined by their instructions to the
tenor of the articles they had presented. Ilenry insisted that

! The Southern Huguenots had been in favor of even stouter demands.
‘¢ They of Languedoc would have had put in that the authors of the slaughter
of Paris should be put in their hands to be executed, and the death of the
admiral revenged ; but this was thought by common assent to be an impossi-
ble thing, and therefore without purpose to be asked.” R. Stafford to Bur-
leigh, Basle, March 29, 1575. State Paper Office.

. 2 Jean de Serres, v. fols. 65-73. The text of the Protestant articles is not
given in the relation in the Mémoires de Nevers,

' 3 ¢ Lesquels il trouvoit fort estranges et s’esbahissoit comment nous les avions
086 presenter.,” Meém. de Nevers, i. 313.
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Arénes was a leader in the councils of the confederates.' The
Huguenot turned to Catharine de’ Medici to entreat her kind
offices with her son, and she graciously promised to employ
them, meanwhile protesting that she would be far from advis-
ing Henry to grant unreasonable demands. “I know full well,”
she added, ‘““that your Huguenots are cats that always alight on
their feet; but even had they fifty thousand men in the field,
with the admiral alive and all their leaders at their head, they
could not talk more arrogantly than they do now.”*

Two days later, in a second audience, the king’s ministers
undertook to explain the reasons why Henry could not grant
rodemana 10 first and chief article of the demands of the con-
foc roigious federated Politiques and Huguenots. ‘ The king, be-

’ ing a Roman Catholic,” said Morvilliers, ¢ wishes all
his subjects to belong to that faith. It is only right that the
Protestants should renounce a religion that has been the cause
of tumults and discord.” ¢The Protestants,” replied Arénes,
“ will obey the king in everything, save in religion, where God
prefers obedience rather than sacrifice. Events have proved onr
loyalty ; for so often as King Charles accorded us religious lib-
erty, we laid down our arms and restored the cities that had
fallen into our hands. The charge of insubordination is a stale
calumny, long since refuted. The Protestants, indeed, teach
that, so far as religion is concerned, we must simply follow the
voice of God. 1If, therefore, the authority of the Roman re-
ligion rest on an antiquity of five hundred, or even a thousand
years—a thing utterly out of the question—we shall appeal to
the authority of centuries much more remote. We shall turn
back to the times of Christ and his apostles, upon whose teach-
ing our religion is founded. Against the Truth there isno pre-
scription of antiquity.”® “We do not demand the actual exer-

1 ¢“Que je scai estre de leur conseil et des plus avant.” Lestoile, i.53.

? Ibid., ubi supra.

? ¢ La coustume generale du royaume de France,” said Arénes, ‘‘est que le
seigneur ne prescrit point contre le vassal, ny le vassal contre le seigneur, et
moins contre le roy. Donc 4 plus forte raison les hommes ne peuvent ac-
querir ny prescription ny possession contre le Roy des Rois, et S8eigneur des
Seigneurs, mesmement au droit de vassalité, qui est le droit de legitime ser-
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cise of our religion all over France; for that we must abide a
more opportune time. But there can be no firm concord where
distinctions are made between citizens ; for if the one class be-
come more fierce and overbearing, the other will become more
distrustful.”

The arguments of Arénes were reinforced by those of Clau-
sonne, who in the matter of toleration adduced the example of
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and showed that Henry’s con-
science could scarcely interfere with his grant of religious
liberty to the Huguenots, in view of the engagements into
which he had entered for the purpose of obtaining the crown
of Poland. So, too, another ambassador, Beauvoir la Nocle,
pointed to the liberality of the Emperor Maximilian who
Maximiias Sranted religious liberty in his hereditary dominions,
esample.  and even in Vienna itself, upon receiving a payment
of one hundred thousand crowns of gold. “Would to God,
Sire,” he added, turning to the king, “ that we had paid you a
million crowns at a time when we could have furnished them!
We should have saved a far greater sum of money than that,
and the lives of a hundred thousand of our brethren !”*

Thus it was that, the Parisian Matins being yet recent, their
scenes of carnage could not be effaced from the minds of the
Protestants, whose delegates seemed forced as by some uncon-
trollable impulse, to call up the unwelcome apparition even in
the presence of royalty itself. A little while after the occur-
rence of the episode that has just been narrated, another in-
cident happened, no less striking in character. The Huguenot
demand for the exercise of the Reformed worship everywhere
throughout France was under consideration. Holy Baptism,
the king was reminded, is a divine ordinance, administered in

vice que devons & Dieu, reglé par regle de fief, qui est sa volonté expresse, et
non par nos inventions et traditions depuis survenues.” Mém. de Nevers, i.
318.

1 ¢ Pleust & Dieu (dit-il) que nous en eussions baillé un million, 8ire, du
temps que nous le pouvions faire, pour espargner cent mil de nos freres, qu’on
a depuis tuez et meurtriz pour la religion.” Mém. de Nevers, i. 824. ¢ At
utinam tibi (inquit) Rex, C X M dependissemus, eo tempore quum nobis fa-
cultas prestandi erat. Longe majorem summam et C M fratrum necem re-
demissemus.” Jean de Serres, v. fol. 82.
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the Protestant churches only at public service and at the con-
clusion of the preaching. Great, therefore, said the deputies,
are the dangers to which the infant children of the faithful are
exposed, when they have to be taken long distances, often in
the dead of winter or through inclement rains, to the ‘tem-
ple,” that they may receive the sacred rite. Henry of Valois
whose ignorance of the religious usages of a considerable body
of his southern subjects was as profound as was his indifference
to their interests, remembered only the easy method by which
a similar difficulty could be met in the Church of Rome.
“ Comment,” he asked in some astonishment, ¢ comment ne les
ondoyez-vous pas, comme icy #” The majority of the delegates,
uninitiated into such refinements, in place of answering the
king’s question, were compelled to turn to one another and ask
in some perplexity the meaning of the strange verb ‘ ondoyer”
which his majesty had been pleased to use ; while M. de Beau-
voir, for all reply, exclaimed in a tone loud enough.to be heard
in every part of the room: ‘“ We have been only too much
deluged both with blood and with water ”—“ On ne nous a que
trop ‘ondoyés’ en sang et en ean.”*

The theme was undoubtedly an exciting one both for the king
and for his mother ; and presently Henry of Valois, warming
with the debate, called for wine, and, when he had drunk it,
urged the Huguenots to trust him. “If I be not compelled,”
he said, “I will give you peace and see that it be observed.”
“That,” replied Beauvoir la Nocle, “ will be very necessary ;
for hitherto your ministers have acted as if their instructions
were simply to harry us by every means, in utter contempt for
your edicts.”

} Mémoires de Nevers, i. 325. Littré (Dictionnaire de la Langue frangaise, 8.
v.)defines ‘‘ ondoiement” as Baptism which is administered in case of necessity
and in which the ceremonies of the church are omitted. Du Cange (Glossarium
ad Scriptores Mediz et Infims Latinitatis) gives the equivalent in the Latin of
the thirteenth and subsequent centuries—*‘ undeiare,” ‘‘ undaizare.” and *¢ un-
dare ;" and quotes certain letters that passed between French bishops re-
specting the validity of an ‘‘ ondoiement” in which the application of water,
possibly by a mother or by a layman, was accompanied simply by the formula,
*‘In nomine Patris,” etc. Among the instances cited is this one, from the
fifteenth century : ‘ La suppliant enfanta d'un fils, lequel, incontinent qu'il
fut né, elle print et umdes.”
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Again the wily Queen Mother urged the envoys to produce
their supplementary instructions. When they repeated that
Cutharine  they had been entrusted with none, she informed
urges thoam- them that they ought not to have come with con-
ofter better  ditions which they knew they could not obtain. To

which they pertinently replied: ¢ We came in answer
to the repeated commands of the king to lay before him our
complaints.” When Henry again insisted that they should
offer terms more in accordance with justice, since he was re-
solved not to concede these, Catharine exclaimed: “ My son,
dismiss these men. I believe that it is God’s will that we make
no peace with them, in order that they may pay the penalty
they deserve. All foreign princes will learn the terms which
you have offered and they have refused. All will aid you in
inflicting punishment upon them.” She added in a lower voice :
“You know what they wrote to you. God favors kings. No
one will approve this obstinacy of your subjects.” ¢Not the
Pope, nor the King of Spain,” interjected Beauvoir. * Well,”
retorted Catharine, “will any Catholic prince regard the peace
you demand as a just one ?” “Yes,” said Beauvoir, “the Em-
pevor will.” And so the discussion proceeded ; the king vehe-
mently protesting that should he make the concessions asked
by the IIuguenots, he would deeply offend the Papists, and the
envoys as resolutely maintaining that, in the universal desire of
the people for peace, even the holders of ecclesiastical benefices
would gladly acquiesce.'

The question of “justice” was scarcely less knotty than the
question of ¢ piety.” The Huguenots declared that, as matters
now stood, there could be no expectation that their rights would
be respected. ‘Ilow can we hope for justice,” said they, “ at
the hands of judges that hate us worse than they do Turks #”*

! Négotiation de la paix, Mém. de Nevers, i. 327 ; Jean de Serres, v. fol. 83.

? Two points in the demands of the confederates, it should be noted, failed
to obtain the approval of the most candid and fair-minded among the Hugue-
nots themselves. The first was a provision (in Article 25) for the relief of those
Protestants who having bought judicial positions had, on account of their
faith, been arbitrarily deprived of them ; the second was the stipulation (in
Article 26) that those ecclesiastics who, when embracing Protestantism, had
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- The most intense interest was manifest when the thirty-fourth
article was reached, in which the Huguenots had called for the
Panshmene  PURisShment of the authors of the massacre of St.
o the sathors Bartholomew’s Day. The court was ready with an
credemanded. gngwer, and Morvilliers was its mouthpiece. ¢ Great
sins have been committed on both sides,” he said, with an air of
impartiality ; “let them all be buried in oblivion.! It will be
but a poor augury of a firm peace if we undertake to investigate
and punish the many injuries inflicted upon each other by
Catholics and Protestants.” But Arénesrepudiated the amnnesty
so suavely suggested. ¢ This massacre was no sudden outburst
of anger, but a premeditated plot ; it was not a sudden attack,
but a treacherous destruction of those who at the time of a
feast suspected anything else rather than hostility. The
Huguenots were slain when they had come to Paris by the
king’s express invitation. So were eight hundred slain at
Lyons, after they had been summoned to the citadel, in accord-
ance with the command of the king’s governor. So were eigh-
teen hundred butchered in Rouen. This blood cries aloud to
God for vengeance. The king, to whom God has given su-
preme command next to Ilimself, cannot refuse to hear it nor
excuse himself from inflicting condign punishment because of
the multitude of culprits. The ancient Romans decimated
whole legions. Those who think that no satisfaction ought to
be exacted for this crime do the greatest indignity to the
memory of King Charles and to the reputation of your Majesty
aud of the queen your mother. You yourself know, Sire, from

been permitted by Charles the Ninth, to resign their benefices in favor of their
friends, in order, under their name, to enjoy the revenues of the same, should
be enabled to carry out the arrangement. It was justly urged that the first
demand gave countenance to the pernicious abuse of venality of judicial
offices, and the second to the yet more reprehensible practice of simony.
Morvilliers had good reason to tell the Huguenot envoy that the latter was a
demand unworthy of the religion they professed. Jean de Serres, v. fols. 69,
86, 87.

! When a little while before, Catharine de’Medici said to one of the envoys,
** Beauvoir, il faut oublier et ne parler plus des choses passées ;” the latter
aptly retorted, ‘‘ Madame, il nous faudroit bailler. quelque charme pour les
nous faire oublier, les choses passées.”” Mémoires de Nevers, §. 326.
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what occurred upon your journey to Poland, how strongly
foreign princes detest so great a crime. Should a new edict
forbid any investigation into the misdeeds committed at the
time of the massacre, they will believe that the assurances given
by your brother that he detested the crime were a mere pre-
tence. The royal majesty ought to be clear not only of crime,
but of the very suspicion of crime.” To this one of the real
authors of the massacre answered by asseverating his innocence.
“That crime,” said IHenry, “ occurred contrary to my will,and I
' detest it with all my heart. Nor can it be in any way
erstesnis i imputed to my brother, King Charles.” Catharine
moeenee de’ Medici was a little more guarded in her assertions.
She granted that grave sins had been committed by her ad-
herents, but she thought that the faults on the one side must be
weighed against the faults on the other. The Hugnenots, too,
she said, had slain three or four hundred Roman Catholics at
Nismes, and thrown the bodies into the wells. To which Clau-
sonne replied that the slaughter at Nismes had been greatly
exaggerated, and that it happened in time of war and contrary
to the will and efforts of the magistracy. It were absurd to
compare with this a massacre perpetrated in time of peace.'

If the king and his mother had been reluctant to promise a
judicial investigation for the purpose of discovering and punish-
ing the authors of the massacre, they showed even more unwil-

lingness to do justice to the memory of the great hero
g;ﬂxiffr’;sﬂn. of the Huguenots. When the envoys pronounced
diated Gaspard de Coligny worthy of everlasting praise,
Henry remarked that they ought, as loyal subjects, to be more
solicitous for the good name of King Charles than for that of the
admiral. “The king, my brother, pronounced the admiral’s
sentence of condemnation with his own lips. If the admiral
be declared innocent, it will redound to my brother’s very great

! Minor discrepancies in numbers between the accounts in Jean de Serres
(v. fol. 89) and the Mémoires de Nevers (i. 341) need no special attention. If
the queen mother exaggerated, the Huguenot envoy undoubtedly underrated
the victims of the ‘‘ Michelade” of 1567. They numbered not ‘‘seven or
eight,” nor *‘ scarcely a score,’’ but eighty souls. See the Rise of the Hugue-
nots, ii. 224, 225. .



1575, THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 61

ignominy.” In vain did Arénes reply that the sentence was
precipitate, and dictated by persons who had imposed upon
Charles the Ninth ; his royal auditors, and especially the queen
mother, exhibited their extreme vexation in word and in look ;
none the less because the Huguenots would not hear of a pardon
to be granted to the admiral’s children—a pardon which would
in itself have been an admission of guilt.'
These were not the only unpalatable propositions. Henry
not unnaturally objected to the article by which he would
be made to recognize everything done by Condé
uapalasble and Damville as having been done by dutiful sub-
" jects in his service ; although the envoys had no diffi-
culty in finding precedents for this somewhat inconsistent dec-
laration in the pacificatory edicts of Charles the Ninth. He
was still more incensed when mention was made of the states
general, and it was proposed to reduce the taxes to the scale of
the times of Louis the Twelfth. The demand of towns as
pledges for the execution of the royal edict of peace met with
no greater favor in Henry’s eyes ; even when he was reminded
that, for lighter reasons than the Iluguenots might allege, God
had granted the Jews cities of refuge.” But the king was pro-
voked above measure when his attention was called to the re-
quest of the Protestants that foreign princes—the Queen of
England, the elector palatine, and the Duke of Savoy, not to
speak of the Swiss cantons—should take part in the contract,
and that a copy of it should be placed in their hands with all
due solemnity. “ What is the object of this demand ?” said
Henry with unusual irritation. “If the edict should be vio-
lated by me, what will these princes undertake to do against
me? I have no authority over their dominions, nor have they
any in turn over mine. Let them attend to their affairs, and
command their subjects ; I shall manage my own kingdom and
my own people.”’

! Négotiation de la paix, Mém. de Nevers, i. 354 ; Jean de Serres, v. fol. 94.

* Mém. de Nevers, i. 358-365; Jean de Serres, v. fols. 95, 96.

*Jean de Berres, v. fol. 98. ‘‘Sembla que le roy s'esmeut ancunement ;
demandant par deux ou trois, que luy feroient ceux-1a, s'il contrevenoit a la
paix ? Qu'ils n’avoient que voir sur luy, ni & se mesler de ses affaires, non
plus qu'il ne se mesloit en tel cas des leurs.” Mém. de Nevers, i. 363.
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Through the long discussion the envoys of Condé and of the
Huguenots had, day after day, defended the articles entrusted
_ to their charge, and, unwelcome at every point as
3,';".{,’{&",{,2: were the terms proposed, the king and his court had
. T Jistened with respectful attention. It was otherwise
when Monsieur de Saux, the deputy of Marshal Dam-
ville, undertook to dilate upon the necessity of reforming the
abuses of the Church. The drama had been serious enough, in
places even pathetic ; it now turned into a broad farce. It was
one thing to listen to those brave, scarred IIuguenots, whose
right arms had often dealt on the battle-field blows as steady
and crushing as the arguments that now dropped from their
lips ; it was quite another to sit quietly and hear a studied and
insincere harangue on the trite subject of church reformation
from the representative of one of the most dissolute of Roman
Catholic noblemen. The orator had not advanced far before
the company began to fidget and yawn. Old Cardinal Bourbon
muttered some indignant exclamation. Then Catharine de’
Medici, whom no one could surpass in bitter raillery, broke out
upon the deputy of the Politiques. ¢ Those are fine words,
Saux! You want to make a speech, forsooth. As if yon could
instruct us! We know all that you know. We are of the
same religion as yon. We listen patiently to ‘those of the re-
ligion,” becanse from them we can learn something; but can
any one endure you with quietness?” In vain poor Saux en-
deavored to secure a hearing, demanding it in the name of
Damville and his associates ; as often as he opened hislips he
was greeted by the jeers of the entire company.!

! Jean de Serres, v. fol. 99 ; Mém. de Nevers, i. 368. It must be confessed
that the envoys of the Politiques found themselves more than once in an em-
barrassing situation ; especially when it appeared by the statement of one of
their own number (in spite of Saux’s denial) that they had not only approved
but signed with their own hands the Huguenot * cahier,” including, among
other things, a stipulation for the liberty of nuns to marry. * What!’® gaid
Henry, who had an inherited taste for sarcasm. ¢ You wish and demand, on
the one hand, that the Catholic Church be reformed, and, on the other, that
the nuns may be suffered to marry.” And both the king and his mother
laughed heartily at the discomfiture of the Politiques. Mém. de Nevers, i.
385.
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About a fortnight had heen spent in negotiation, profitless
save as exhibiting the aims and temper of the parties. Both
The xing of: sides were quite ready to conclude a bargain the
fers unacospt- dlﬂiculty was that they were too far apart in their

views to give much hope of an amicable agreement.'
At last on the twenty-third of April, the king offered his
terms: The Protestants to have sixteen cities—eight in Lan-
guedoc, six in Guyenne, and two in Dauphiny—and, in turn, to
restore to the king the cities now in their possession in the state
in which they were before the war. The king to appoint four
new judges in the Parliament of Paris and select sixteen from
the existing body, who should together administer justice for the
benefit of the Huguenots. So, also, at Montpellier. Elsewhere
the Huguenots to have the right to challenge peremptorily four
judges.” These conditions thie Protestant envoys promptly de-
clared to be inadmissible, Beauvoir la Nocle begging Henry to
remember that the people must be satisfied. Therenpon the
He suvetitutes MONArch deigned, the next day, to enlarge the terms.
better terms. - T consented that the Huguenots should enjoy liberty
to reside unmolested in any part of the kingdom, and to worship
in all places now in their possession, excepting the four cities
of Montpellier, Castres, Aigues-mortes, and Beaucaire. Besides
this, the same right was to be enjoyed by all noblemen holding
fiefs of the first rank, for themselves and for all visitors; while
nobles of inferior jurisdiction were allowed the same privilege
for themselves and their families, but not in walled cities and
their suburbs, especially cities belonging to the queen mother
or to Anjou, nor within ten leagues of Paris or two leagues of
the court.’

! To Jean de Serres, v. fol. 99, the whole transaction was wonderfully like
the haggling of shrewd hucksters, ** making a small offer at first, then adding
a little, asking, detaining, throwing in vague hints of threats, feigning to go
away, returning.”

* Jean de Serres, v. fol. 100 ; Mém. de Nevers, i. 368, 869.

3 The written answer given by Henry to the Huguenot demands, article by
article, was dated Paris, May 5, 1575. To this he appended, under date of
May 18th, two short sentences slightly enlarging his concessions. The only ad-
ditional point of importance was that the Protestants should have in each baili»
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These were almost the concluding scenes of the negotiations.
The envoys would neither accept nor refuse the proposals of
Ena o the the court. They could only promise to report the
megotiations.  terms to those who had sent them. It was with re-
luctance that they obtained permission to withdraw from
Paris. But, if the wrangle between Henry and Catharine,
on the one hand, and the Huguenots and their allies, on the
other, had proved fruitless of good so far as the immediate re-
sults aimed at were concerned, it had not been without its
moral effect. It was something, within the very walls of the
Louvre, and a stone’s throw from the window from which
Charles amused himself, less than three years before, with fir-
ing his arquebuse at the miserable Huguenots, as though they
had been game—it was something, I say, for Iluguenot envoys
The “prodig. UNDIushingly to make “ a strange and prodigious de-
lous © domand 1ngand for the Edict of January.” It was proof posi-
of January.  tjve that the boy-king’s advisers and instigators had
failed to fulfil their part of the bargain; more than one Hu-
guenot remained, if not to reproach, at least to require satis-
faction for the erime perpetrated on that wretched Sunday of
August. The Protestant ranks had been thinned by the assas-
sin’s dagger, but their spirit was not broken. They exacted
neither more nor less than they had claimed as their right in
previous negotiations. There were, indeed, those among them
that doubted the expediency of insisting at this time so strenu-
ously upon terms which they could scarcely hope by any possi-
bility to obtain ; but the judgment of the leaders was vindicated
by the issue; the very rigidity of the conditions from which
they declined to recede determined the wavering and strength-
ened the party.'! Even La Rochelle, in the vicinity of which
Huguenot arms had met with little success, holding scarcely

wick of the kingdom an enclosed place, and that among these places should be
one city in each of the ancient governments, to be selected by his majesty.
The document in full is printed at the end of the narrative of the Huguenot
envoys, Mém. de Nevers, i. 425-433.

1% Comme plusieurs interpretoient la dureté des articles avoir esté telle
pour monstrer leur fermeté, et par 1a tirer 4 soi ceux qui marchandoient en-
cores ; comme il avint.” Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii. 176,
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an inch of ground on the mainland, and scantily supplied with
bread, was now induced, throngh brave La Noue’s persuasive
words, to assume a bold front.'! Just as the Huguenot envoys
were on the point of returning to their homes, with the excep-
tion of Arénes and a companion, left behind to avoid the appear-
u ance of relinquishing all hope of peace, there ap-
ottoreign  peared in Paris ambassadors from several foreign

states, sent to enforce upon Henry the wholesome coun-
sel that he should come to an understanding with his subjects
and quench the flames of war. The Swiss legation was specially
imposing, with a magistrate of Berne, not less eminent in sta-
tion than distinguished for eloquence, at its head. Almost the
same day came the ambassador of Duke Emmanuel Philibert,
of Savoy. Both urged Henry to grant the petitions of his
Protestants for religious liberty, and the Savoyard pointed as
an example to the partial toleration he had accorded in his own
dominions. Queen Elizabeth added her intercessions to those
of the continental allies of France, using her ambassador, Dr.
Dale, as her mouthpiece. All these efforts, however, proved
as abortive as those of the lluguenots themselves’ Not long
after, the Prince of Orange, to whom it would seem that Henry
had himself sent an envoy, about the end of April, requesting
his good offices in allaying the commotions in France, in turn
despatched one Dr. Junius, Governor of Veere, to Paris, with
instructions to gratify the king’s laudable desire. Dr. Junius
arrived too late to be of much service, for the Protestant dep-
uties were gone. But he elicited at least a frank avowal from
his majesty. ¢ Thereupon,” says the governor, “ the king ez
tempore gave me this answer . . . that he saw distinctly
from the results that nothing has been gained by the attempt
to take from the Protestants of his kingdom of France the exer-
cise of their religion, and that he has consequently made up his
mind to govern his subjects with all gentleness and fatherly af-

! Ibid., ubi supra.

! The Huguenot envoys give a very minute and circumstantial account of
the SBwiss and Savoyard efforts in their long narrative of their mission.
* Négotiation de le paix,” Mém. de Nevers, i. 388-424. See also Jean de
Serres, v. fols. 102, 108 ; Agrippa d'Aubigné, ii. 175; De Thou, v 188.

Vor. 1.3
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fection, and to give them reason to love and obey him.” To
all which, and to the king’s request that he should labor with
the Prince of Condé to bring him to his way of thinking, the
worthy governor doubtless listened with courtesy and appar-
ently with implicit confidence. None the less, however, did he
express to Condé, with pardonable scepticism, his suspicion re-
specting peace negotiations, of whose progress the Pope was
said to be kept advised, and which met with approval at Rome.
The horrible acts were yet fresh in men’s memories by which
former edicts of pacification had been violated.'

Throughout the summer, uninterrupted by the progress of
the fruitless negotiations to which we have been attending, the
Treacherons  0€80lating plague of war continued its ravages. Not
dieguises.  that the conflict was without its exciting adventures.
In the struggle, which often narrowed itself down to an attempt
to take city by city, treachery and stratagem had a rare op-
portunity for display. Many were the disguises adopted, many
the cunning plans devised. Mont Saint Michel, commonly
called “ Mont Saint Michel au péril de 1a mer,” in the extreme
southwestern corner of Normandy, was a stronghold much cov-
eted by the Iluguenots of that province. The prospect of -
gaining those massive walls by open warfare was not encour-
aging. DBut a party of five-and-twenty Protestants, dressed in
the rough garb of pilgrims, found ready admission at the gates.
Slowly and with well-simulated devotion they climbed the
six-score steps that led to the abbey church, situated on an em-
inence commanding the town. Here, after paying for a mass,
and buying consecrated candles, they concluded the solemn
farce by stabbing the priest when he turned to present the
plate for their offerings, and made themselves masters of the
holy place.’

But whatever military advantages the Huguenots obtained

'Dr. J. Junius to the Prince of Condé, June, 1575, Groen van Prinsterer,
v. 237-243.

?De Thou, v. 192, 196 ; Lestoile, i. 56; Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii. 158-160 ;
Claude Haton, ii. 895, The latter refers the incident to a date about two
vears later.
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in various parts of the realm were more than outweighed by
the death of “the brave Montbrun.” This daring and ener-
getic leader, the terror of the enemy in Dauphiny,’
Montorun, had just defeated a large body of Swiss auxiliaries,
upon whom he inflicted a loss of eight or nine hun-
dred men and eighteen ensigns, while that of the Huguenots
scarcely amounted to half a dozen men. But his brilliant suc-
cess in this and other engagements had made Montbrun and
his soldiers more incautious than usual. They attacked a
strong detachment of men-at-arms, and mistaking the con-
fusion into which they threw the advance guard for a rout of
the entire body, dispersed to gather the booty and offered a
tempting opportunity to the Roman Catholics as they came up.
Montbrun, who, too late, discovered the danger of his troops,
and endeavored to rally them, was at one time enveloped by
the enemy, but would have made good his escape had there
not been a broad ditch in his way. Here his horse imissed its
footing, and in the fall the leader’s thigh was broken. In this
pitiable plight he surrendered his sword to a Roman Catholic
captain, from whom he received the assurance that his life
would be spared.’

The king and his mother had other views. Henry, on re-
ceiving the grateful news of Montbrun’s capture, promptly gave
orders that the prisoner be taken to Grenoble and tried by the
Parliament of Dauphiny on a charge of treason. Vain were
the efforts of the Huguenots, equally vain the intercession of
the Duke of Guise, who wished to have Montbrun exchanged
for Besme, Coligny’s murderer, recently fallen into Huguenot
hands. Henry and Catharine de’ Medici were determined that
Montbrun should die. They urged the reluctant judges by
reiterated commands ; they overruled the objection that to put
the prisoner to death would be to violate good faith and the laws
of honorable warfare. Catharine had not forgotten the honest

! ¢ Ex prscipuis ducibus Huguenotorum, qui multa fortiter et feliciter in
his bellis civilibus fecit.” Languet, Epistola secrete, i. 114. '

? Jean de 8erres, v. fols. 108, seq. ; Recueil des choses mémorables, 546,
etc. ; De Thou, v. 208 ; Agrippa d’Aubigné, ii. 187.
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Frenchman’s allusion to her ¢ perfidious and degenerate ” coun-
trymen.’

As for Henry, an insult received at Montbrun’s hands ran-
kled in his breast and made forgiveness impossible. Some
Henryre.  Months before, the king had sent a message to him in
Momtoran & somewhat haughty tone, demanding the restoration
of the royal baggage and certain prisoners taken by
the Huguenots. “ What is this!” exclaimed the general.
“The king writes to me as a king, and as if I were bound to
obey him! I want him to know that that would be very well
in time of peace ; I should then recognize his royal claim. But
in time of war, when men are armed and in the saddle, all men
are equal.”” On hearing this, we are told, Henry swore that Mont-
brun should repent his insolence. In his glee over the Hugue-
not's mishap he recalled the prophecy and broke out with the
exclamation, ¢ Montbrun will now see whether he is my equal.”*

Under these circumstances there was little chance for a Hu-
guenot, were he never so innocent, to be acquitted by a servile

1 See above, page 36. Catharine and the knot of Italians whom she had
gathered about her were very sensitive on the point of nationality. Lestoile
( i. 57) tells us that, Tuesday, July 5, 1675, a captain La Vergerie was hung
and quartered by order of Chancellor Birague and some maftres de requétes
named by the queen mother, for merely saying, in a conversation respecting
& quarrel between the University students and some Italians at Paris, that his
friends ought to espouse the side of the former “ et saccager et couper la gorge
& tous ces b. d'Italiens qui estoient cause de la ruine de la France.” The
popular indignation vented itself in a multitude of sonnets and pasquinades
against Catharine de’ Medici.

¢ ¢ Estant en Avignon, il [Henry IIL] escrivit une lettre audit Monsieur de
Montbrun, un peu brave, haute et digne d’un roy, sur quelques prisonniers
qu'il avoit pris, et sur l'insolence faite. Il respondit (si) outrecnydemment
que cela luy cousta la vie. ‘Comment,’ dit-il; ‘le Roy m’escrit comme Roy,
et comme si je le devois reconnoistre! Je veux qu'il sgache que cela seroit
bon en temps de paix, et qu’alors je le reconnoistray pour tel ; mais en temps
de guerre, qu'on a le bras armé, et le cul sur la selle, tout le monde est com-
pagnon.” Telles paroles irriterent tellement le Roy, qu'il jura un bon coup,
qu’il s’en repentiroit.” Brantéme, Mestres de Camp Huguenots de I'Infan-
terie Francoise, (Euvres, xi. 151. Brantdme was at court when, over a year
later, news came of Montbrun’s capture. Henry, he tells us, was greatly
pleased, and said: ¢ Je sgavois bien qu 'il 8’en repentiroit, et mourra; et verra
bien & cette heure s'il est mon compagnon.” Ibid., p. 1562
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parliament. Accordingly Montbrun was condemned to be be-
headed as a rebel against the king and a disturber of the public
peace. The execution was hastened lest natural death from the
injury received should balk the malice of his relentless enemies.
A contemporary, who may even have been an eye-witness,
describes the closing scene in words eloquent from their unaf-
fected simplicity. “He was dragged, half dead, from the prison,
Mootweuns 80 Was carried in a chair to the place of execution,
exeution.  exhibiting in his affliction an assured countenance;
while the Parliament of Grenoble trembled and the entire city
lamented. He had been enjoined not to say a word to the peo-
ple, unless he wished to have his tongue cut off. Nevertheless
he complained, in the presence of the whole parliament, of the
wrong done to him, proving at great length his innocence and
contemning the fury of his enemies who were attacking a man
as good as dead. e showed that it was without cause that he
was charged with being a rebel, since never had he had any
design but to guarantee peaceable Frenchmen from the violence
of strangers who abused the name and authority of the king.
His death was constant and Christian. He was a gentleman
held in high esteem, inasmuch as he was neither avaricious nor
rapacious, but on the contrary devoted to religion, bold, moder-
ate, upright; yet he was too indulgent to his soldiers, whose
license and excesses gained him much ill-will and many enemies
in Dauphiny. His death so irritated these soldiers that they
ravaged after a strange fashion the environs of Grenoble.”*
The death of so prominent and energetic a Huguenot captain
was likely to embolden the Roman Catholic party, not only in
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