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PREFACE.

AN presentiog chis volume to the public the author has but

. one idea to advance and but one object to attain, and
B that, to destroy intolerance, digotry and ignorance.

By Intoleration®we mean, not a prohibition of rights
and opinions, but the religious inconeistenoy and prejudice that
exists in the political and social lfe of individuals. It is the in-
toleration of the mind, the heart, the conscience.

By Bigotry,—that obstinate and unreasoning condition in which
an individual views his own belief and opinions, and opposes with
narrow-minded intolerance the beliefs of others. It 18 a hated
opposition, without reason or common sense.

By Ignorance,—that pitiable condition which listens to fanati-
cism, believes assertions, and analyzes nothing. It is the father of
intoleration, bigotry, and superstition. It is the foundation of
rekigious persecution, of idolatry, and of heresy.- It breeds con-
fusion, oppression, and persecution.

From the first establishment of Christianity to the present
day it has been one constant struggle against unbelief, against
opposition, and against persecution. In the past there is a wonder-
ful history of the sufferings, the trials, and the steadfastness of
those who have been faithful to God, to Christ, and to his Holy
Word. To write these histories is beyond the power of man,
Hundreds of volumes have been issued and yet we have recorded
only a part of the great work of Christianity, and the awful afflic-
tione it has borne. But not once in all those two thousand years
has the faith in Christ been lost or broken. While it has ap-

parently met reverses, yet not once was there a defeat. These
’ (2) 9




10 PREFACE.

reverses were only God’s means of purifying the Church, of win-
nowing the chaff from the wheat, of casting out the dross, the
millstones, and all the accumulations of unworthiness.

Before the Refgu-matlon it was idolatrous persecution of Chris-
tianity. Since that event it has been Christian against Christian,
with the Pope and the Church of Rome as the great central figure,
against which arose this opposition. The whole force of the
Reformation was to crush the power of the Catholic Church and
its great head, the Pope. In return, the Church has sought to main-
tain its supremacy, to extend its fhfluence, and to establish its
worship in all the nations of the earth. The warfare between
these contending forces has been one of bitter hatred, and a
bhistory of deadly persecution.

In this short volume it is impossible to give more than a
general exposition of events; but I trust a sufficient explanation
is herein given to demonstrate the fact that virtue is not recorded,
alone, on one side and persecution on the other, but tha:t the
fanatic zeal of all classes of men was just as intolerant, just as unrea-
sonable, and just as unchristian on one side as on the other.

As we read history from an unprejudiced standpoint, we find
that were we to recite the events which have transpired since the
days of Martin Luther and John Calvin, and place this narrative
before a Protestant jury, the members of which had never read
history, not ome could distinguish those perpetrated by the Catholics
trom those committed by the Protestants; and should selections be
made by this imaginary jury, it is the author’s opinion that, as
prejudice lies with the jury against the Catholics, they would
select the Reform atrocities as instituted by the Church of Rome.

But we must bear in mind that the oonditions that existed in .
those days were far different from those that exist at the present
time. Then religion was the great central thought of action.
It you were a Protestant it was heresy to be a Catholic, and it
you were a Catholic it was heresy to be a Protestant; and as heresy
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was a sin against the law, then by law it must be punished.
Christians were ignorant of the divine teachings of Christ, who
. taught love, charity, and obedience. They were raised under the
discipline of force, and force must be the means of converting men
to the true worship of God. If men falled to observe the law of
religion then there must be applied the force of what we now call
oppression and persecution, and when it was a bold declaration
of heresy we find that it was regarded gs a higher crime than
treason. Men then looked upon treason as a crime against the
State, but hereey as treason againet God and_ his Holy Word, and
as God was the greatest of all authority, so must heresy be the
greatest of all crimes. If we examine this question under the
conditions then existing, we find a standard far different from
the standard of to-day.

It is here we make the great mistake in our understanding. We
try to believe that, because things existed then, they may exist
now, when in reality it is an impossibility. Times change, govern-
ments change. cducations change, and when we arrive at a new
period we must, throw off the old coat of the past and assume the
new realities of the present. But, my friends, there are some who
do not seem to know that we are living in the nineteenth century.
They imagine that it is still the reign of John Calvin, Henry VIII,
Elizabeth, Oliver Cromwell, William of Orange, or even the Spanish
Inquisition! They do not realize that we have outgmown those old
feudal tyrannies, and in the smallness of their vision see the future
only as it is reflected by the past.

If you analyze the past, do so with all the surroundings that
then occurred; and when you analyze the present, do so
with what exists now, and not with what belongs to the
recollections of a dead and historic past. If you cannot believe
as a Catholic, then believe as your own conscience shall dictate,
but remember that wherever you go, or whatever you do, your aim
should be to drop those old prejudices and those old persecutions.
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In this enlightened age we cannot afford to question a man
because of his religion, or because of the religion of his ancestors,

but to recognize him for his worth to government, to education, to

society, and to Christianity. The only difference that exists betwcen
our religious dcnominations, outside of religious belief, is prejudice
—not a prejudice that exists by the acts of to-day, but from condi-

tions which existed ages ago. It is a prejudice more in the line of"

superstition than of any reality. It is a prejudice handed down
from parent to child and from preacher to preacher. As the people
have been taught to be prejudiced, and appear to ignore present con-
ditions, we feel more like pitying their mental condition rather than
censuring what to them seems a reality.

As individuals, we are prone to listen to what we hear or read,

rather than ask ourselves: Is this true? Can these things exist?
Is this judgment based upon present conditions, or is it based
upon what once existed? If we depend wholly upon what fanatics
explain, then we remain in the same intolerant condition as they,
but if we depend upon what really exists, what we see, what is in
accordance with reason, then we outgrow prejudice and inconsist-
ency, and meet all forms of Christianity upon the same level of
equal rights and justice.

Again I say, this volume is not written in the interest of any
creed, but in the interest of facts as they have existed, and as they
exist to-day. It is written to dispel these three enemies of OChris-
tianity—Intoleration, Bigotry, and Ignorance, and while I am not a
member of any church, and have never received the blessings of
baptism, yet I will do all within n'xy power to hasten the day when
perseoution shall cease, and the grand truths of God will be known
to all men. Therefore I will say to my Protestant friends, study
these questions from a real desire for knowledge, cast off your preju-
dices, and be guided by what is in existence to-day. If you do this,
when you analyze the foundation of religion, and of faith, you can

’

olasp the hand of your Catholic friend, and see in him, as he sees

it you, the desires of a true Christian.
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I may not succeed in convincing you that these conditions, as
herein described, do actually exist, yet I trust you will not cast this
book aside as unworthy a careful study. If I have made a single
statement which seems to you as lnoonslstenf, as a fallacy, or as a
misstatement, it is my earnest desire that you look to the historic
facts concerning it. While I believe the records of history will sus-
tain my position, yet it is your duty to convince yourself, as 1 have
done. I do not ask that you shall become a Catholic, or a Protestant,
but that you shall seek the truth, and in seeking, you will not for-
get the duties of a true Christian.

° [
‘4 ’ /V . [0’1&.4}
Mukwonago, Wis,,
December 25, 1898.






CHAPTER L.
MY CONFESSION.

S I review the pages of this book I cannot understand
how I could have conceived the idea of writing this
short history of some of the trials and persecutions of the
Catholic Church. I know of no reason why this subject
should have suggested itself to me. Up to this time I had not
discussed it with individuals, as I felt there was a history I
did not care to disclose. I frankly admit I carried a prejudice,
not from anything I had ever seen, but from the teachings of
those who professed to have made it a study. I had never
stopped to consider whether bare assertions were facts or not.
I had had no inclination to investigate, and while I paid very
little attention to the wild expressions of intoleration, yet it
unconsciously left an impression that somewhere in the misty
past the Catholic Church was not what it ought to have been.
And why should I not feel this impression? I took no
Catholic literature; I asked no Catholic advice; and what I
learned was from a source calculated to prejudice and not
to enlighten me on the facts. The teaching was one-sided
in all its details, without contradiction, and as I now find it,
without confirmation. It was largely the invention of imag-
ination,and I daresay many of those teachers honestly believed
in their own statements. But if they will do as I have done,
reject the writings of extremists, they will find a condition and

causes different from what they now see.
16



16 CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

So I say to my readers and to the world, drop assertions
made to foment feeling, or analyze them on the basis of your
own investigation. Do not let others assume that they know
the history of the past, the present, and the future. Accept
the present as you see it, analyze the past as it existed, and
you need have no care for the future.

But I will return to the causes which led me to think,
to read, and to write: The thought came to me one night
when, during one of my wakeful hours, I lay thinking of
almost everything conceivable. I.thought of life, of death, of
immortality, and of God. In these thoughts I asked myself,
What is God? What is the Church of Christ? Who are the
true teachers of the Bible and of God? Here we have a
legion of churches—are they all the true expositors of im-
mortality? When did they come into existence? Are not
churches and creeds made by men? What was the Reforma-
tion? How did the Reformation affect the Catholic Church?
What is the Catholic Church anyway? What is its mission?
Is it a church of persecution.and of intolerance? What was
it in the early years of Christianity? What was it in the
Dark Ages? In the sixteenth century? In the days of
Napoleon Bonaparte? What is it to-day? These thoughts
led me to think of investigation, of reading, and of inquiry.

In the-study of history, did I consider the story of the his-
torian infallible? Are not historians liable to err? Is it not a
common error of mankind to believe what we read or hear
when we are in a condition to become favorably prejudiced?
Are we not full of prejudices? Do we not transmit these prin-
ciples to our children? When we listen to the minister in the
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pulpit preachi;rg on Catholic infidelity to mankind, are we
not listening to a prejudiced illustration of his thoughts and
his story? Did he interpret the causes in the true light of
Christianity? Or was it to build up his own faith at the
expense of others? Is it a part of his stock in trade, and
must he advertise his goods by crying down the goods of
his neighbor? Is there any selfish interest in his mode of
operation? Is your Catholic neighbor any different from any
other neighbor? Is he different in the next town, in the next
State? Is he different anywhere on God’s earth? If he is
proven by companionship as a true friend, an obliging neigh-
bor, and a patriotic citizen, has he not then been misrepre-
sented? .

While I know that some of my dearest friends are Catho-
lics, and I know and feel their love and devotion, am I not
prejudiced when I think evil of those who are abroad? Is
this a just judgment? Have I a right to be prejudiced be-
cause of the teachings of others? Am I to be unreasonable
and inconsistent when my surroundings prove the opposite?
Is history true? Isn’t it true that two men, or twenty men,
may write history and fail to agree except in the bare fact
of an incident? Are not facts and causes two distinct ele-
ments in the exposition of history? If history is written by
a fanatic, are not his causes based upon fanaticism? If written
by a faction, is it not in the interest of that faction? Does
it not make a vast difference how we view a subject, how our
feelings run in the controversy? If we look through a red
glass is not the vision red? If through any other color, or
controlled by any faction or prejudice, is not the result exactly
in line with the cause of inspiration?
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Have I a right to listen to others and not ask myself
through what glass is the speaker looking? Then, in sum-
ming up all those prejudices, am I not unjust in harboring
thoughts of unworthiness? And now, to speak in plain lan-
guage, are not the Protestant Churches arrayed against the
Catholic wholly on the lines of prejudice? And is it not
fair for me to suppose that this opposition is due, in some
small degree at least, to a stock in trade?

Isn’t preaching a profession, and do not all men apply
their abilities in the advancement of themselves in their pro-
fessions? How many ministers look for a call except to bet-
ter their condition? Is preaching, as now conducted, for
humanity or for self?

These are dreadful questions to ask, but is there not some
truth in them? Then, as we view this whole line of opposi-
tion, of prejudice to the Catholic Church, is it not persecu-
tion? Not such persecution as in the days of Nero, or of
the sophistry of Voltaire, of Paine, or of Ingersoll, but of
that of one form of Christianity against another? In this
respect, is not this Church persecuted by all the other
Churches?

As these thoughts came to me I resolved to read, not
through the eyes of others, but through my own eyes. I
purchased books and literature. I called up the history of
encyclopedias. I borrowed books, and in my research I
resolved to take facts, and, as far as possible, to reject the
prejudices of others. I laid aside the most enthused Catho~
lic writers as having their glasses too highly colored. I
sought for causes, because I wanted to satisfy myself, to
satisfy my own mind, and not the mind of others.
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I read Robert G. Ingersoll in order to gather the sub-
stance of his teachings. I took ancient history; the history of
the Apostles; the Dark Ages; the life of Martin Luther; the
history of France; the history of the Huguenots; the history of
England; the history of Henry the VIII; the history of the
Catholic Church; the life of Pope Leo XIII, and many mag-
azines and papers. Some books I threw away and would not
read. They were too full of malignant vituperation to be of
any service to me. These books only served to more con-
clusively impress me with my convictions that I had been
looking through colored glasses.

Once I might have believed these assertions, but now I
had gone beyond this field of extravagance. I could see the
venom, the sting, the old animosity, and the old prejudice.
I had no time to read such trash, and I threw them away as
not suited to my purpose. They only confirmed my first sus-
picion of stock in trade; now, however, they were shop-worn,
dirty, out of style, and not worth an examination. The world
was growing to a more intelligent, more reasonable, and
more tolerant condition. The old superstitions, vagaries, and
prejudices must bid good-bye to the new lessons of true
inspiration, true benevolence, and true Christianity.

We are not what we were centuries ago, or even in the
past generation. The days of bodily persecution are over,
and soon the days of bigotry will follow the long line of
jealousies, misrepresentations and abuse. We are entering
a field of intelligence where we are having a broader thought,
a grander elevation of faith, and a nobler manhood.
The day of establishing new creeds and new isms will now
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close, and the grand thought of Reformers will be, not how
much can be torn down, but how much can be built up,
how much can be united, how we can better work together,
and how cement the religious desires of all men.

The evil of the world is united and travels the same broad
road to destruction. Sometimes it seems to me as though it
was growing stronger and stronger each year, while Chris-
tianity has been quarrelling over who shall save the wicked,
relieve distress, and preach the true doctrine of repentance.
But as years go by there will be a gradual strengthening of
the bonds of union in the great cause of Christ and the gospel
of truth. It is even whispered now that the Episcopal Church
of England is leaning to its old rival, the Church of Rome,
and it is not impossible that the powerful Greek Church of
Russia may yet return to its first love. And so we may say
of every new creed and ism, there is a change of sentiment
going on continually. Although almost imperceptible at times,
yet it is approaching the time when we are coming nearer
and nearer to a perfect union, when the hatred and animosi-
ties shall cease, and when the dread suspicion of intolerance
shall be no more.

As I now stand I see the Catholic Church as I never saw
it before. I see that in all its trials and persecutions it comes
out stronger and stronger in its discipline, and stronger in its
bond of union.

I read Martin Luther and see that if the Church had
adopted his ninety-five theses, then John Calvin, Ulrich
Zwingli, and other reformers would have demanded a recog-
nition of their ideas, and there would have been no Church,
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only a confusion of individual ideas and individual theology.
Had the Church yielded to Henry the VIII, there would
have been a compromise in crime, and by its permission of
sin it would have gone down in disgrace and ruin. Individ-
uals may err, sin, and fall, but because of this we have no
right to condemn others, or to condemn the church that seeks
to build them up, to sustain them in their weakness, and to
bring them to repentance.

In all the trials which have existed, and all the persecu-
tions that have been hurled against the Catholic Church, not -
one has struck a fatal blow. While the Church may have
staggered in its adversity, yet in the dawn of its recovery,
the sun of Christianity has shone brighter, its rays have been
purer, and its influence more lasting.

And now, if by these efforts I may be the means of
eliminating some of the old prejudices which still cradle their
thoughts in the minds of men, then good will result to all.

We ought to be broad enough to throw aside the incon-
sistencies of to-day and accept the results as they are, and
not what may have been told us in ages past. It matters
not what may have been the objects and desires of the
Churches hundreds of years ago. Those conditions cannot
exist at the present. What may have been required then is
not required now. The world was not broad then—it was

_narrow and contracted; but we are now grown beyond the
ignorance of petty jealousies, and ought to know and feel
that prejudice and bigotry must sooner or later be consigned
to the past. With freedom of speech, of press, and of religion,
there is no longer an excuse for misrepresentation, intoler-
ance, and persecution. ’

-
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With this statement of the condition of what has been
and what ought to be, and my carefully-arranged narrative of
the facts of history drawn upon the basis of honest inquiry,
and not from the side of a partisan or fanatic, I most ear-
nestly dedicate this book. May its pages be the means of
producing thought, independent of what others may say, or
have said. May we all think, and feel, and talk from the
standpoint of to-day, and may its influence assist in elevat-
ing mankind, uniting the influences of good, and thus advanc-
~ ing the cause of true Christianity.



CHAPTER IL
EARLY HERESIES.

ARTYRDOM is the fiery ordeal through which the
power of God in Christianity is gloriously made mani-
fest. It is proof of the wondrous stability of the Church, the
undying, the imperishable and immortal faith that is the base
of its foundation. It is not the passion of blind fanaticism,
or heretical fidelity to imagination, but is the genuine testi-
mony of the glorification of the Christian Church. It is
God’s testimony to the world that even persecution and death
cannot raise a barrier against His f—Ioly Word. It is an evi-
dence of the all-consoling truth that the gates of hell shall
never prevail against it. .

While the Roman emperors sought to destroy the Chris-
tian religion by the sword and persecution, the sophists and
philosophers, its enemies, sought by arguments to confute
the teachings of Christ, just as the unbelievers of the present
day seek to play upon the passions of men and proclaim that
religion is the result of imagination, and cannot be, and yet
no persecution of fire or sword, no power of sophistry and
cunning, could prevail against the everlasting truth.

The literary talents of eminent pagans were employed
to prejudice the world against Christianity. They were to
testify against the divinity of Christ, against his power of
salvation and against the resurrection. They were to repre-

sent him as a man incapable of divine power, incapable of
23
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performing miracles and incapable of being the Son of God.

Of the production of these eminent writers, three were
so cunningly devised that many were persuaded against the
faith, and the spread of Christianity seemed at a standstill,
but from the slow power of recovery there arose a more
perfect union between God and man. The power of dis-
cernment between sophistry and truth grew plainer and plainer

until the foundation of the Church was made to endure

forever.

The first great work against Christ was by the philosopher
Celsus, who, in the year 150, wrote a tirade of malignant
abuse, not in the language of base antagonism, but in that
of subtle craftiness. He represented as having discov-
ered the foundation of Christ’s authority and his 'power of
performing miracles. It was represented as an educational
treatise based ﬁpon a careful study and analysis of the con-
ditions, and while to Christians it was an exposition of mali-
cious calumnies, yet the frankness of rebutting testimony
had more the appearance of truth than a wilful design against
our Blessed Savior.

This was, perhaps, the most logical interpretation ever
prepared by pagan opposition. It was eloquent in appeal,
manly in demonstration and dangerously subtle in its dis-
cussion. Christ was }epresented as a skillful conjurer, a
powerful magician, a wily exponent of heresies, and of sus-
picious origin. He described his manner of travels and teach-
ings as beneath the dignity of a Divinity; He went about
with a miserable company of poverty-stricken publicans and
fishermen, performing, by the art of witchcraft, fictitious mir-
acles, and finally dying by the hand of the executioner.
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He logically demonstrated the impossibility of a Divine
being coming from poverty and associating himself with the
vilest element of society. He described the followers of
Christ as a class of people living upon the excitement of the
day, without moral principles, a class of heretics, dregs of
society, and proselytes made in the most shameless manner.
That Christ worked upon the ignorance and superstitions,
and being associated with poverty and wretchedness, his
followers must be composed of criminals and vicious people
He discussed the absurdity of the declaration that Christ’s
religion would be known of all nations of the earth, and in
God’s own time would subdue paganism and establish this
new creed.

This author, in his book, “The Word of Truth,” asserts
that the moral law of Christians is neither holy nor new, con-
sisting of fables and absurdities, opposing every rational prin-
ciple, and calculated to captivate simple and stupid people.
The object of the book was to generate prejudice and destroy
conversions, which were rapidly swelling the ranks of the
Christians.

While it represented Christ as of suspicious origin, yet
it portrayed him as being possessed of a mythical god, who
had fallen into disfavor, and now sought to direct his powers
of craft and to assist him in the development of startling
revelations. "From this source his followers were deceived
as to his origin, his power and his divine attributes.

And while it seems a sacrilege to associate Christ with
the sophistry of pagan invention, yet in the persecution of

Christian faith we find the logic of enemies as powerful as
(3)
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bodily crucifixion. The persecution of Nero destroyed the
body, while the logic of Celsus poisoned the mind with the
seeds of prejudice, irreverence, and idolatry. While one
wrought physical pain, the other destroyed Christian influence,
the hope of salvation and the soul of man.

Failing to accomplish the destruction of faith by the logic
of argument and absurdities, another writer, Lucian, appears
some years later and adopts a new line of defense. He is
witty and sarcastic, and where the old calumnies and mis-
representations fail to impress he creates attention by ridicule
and witty utterances. He describes the Christians as harm-
less and good-hearted blockheads, ready to become the vic-
tim of every charlatan; that their enthusiasm was due to a.
simpleness of mind; born without reason and fit subjects for
impostors and false demonstration. This frivolous scoffer
makes levity of their martyrdom, ascribing the cause to blind
fanaticism, but in his recognition of their love for one an-
other he unintentionally contributes to the beautiful testi-
mony of the virtue of Christianity and the abiding faith of
its followers. Where argument could not prevail ridicule
found lodgment, and Lucian deterred many from embracing
Christianity. ,

The attempt to destroy the teachings of Christ by vin-
dictive and malicious declarations having failed, and the
crafty cunning of wit and sarcasm having lost its power, @
new plan is presented by the enemies of Christ. They see
the nakedness of the religion of mystical gods, therefore it is
proposed to reorganize the pagan faith bymaking it purer and
more acceptable to the people, and all the philosophers were
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again called to publish a system more in harmony with the
advancement of Christianity. It must be something new,
pleasant and enticing. The old objections must be stricken
out, the number of gods diminished and some form of a
Christ instituted to represent more than the Christians’ Christ.

Comparison was now the question under discussion, and
in this comparison superiority for the pagan was always ren-
dered. As an illustration, we find one character in particular
who is set up as a demigod, who was born in a miraculous
manner, who passed his youth in holy retirement, preached
a sublime doctrine, worked miracles and ended his life in
a mysterious manner. '

Also, we find the philosopher Pythagoras as idolized and
invested with all the attributes of a divine being. He was
described as a su[;ematural hero, who appeared on earth in
human form, who prophesied coming events, wrought mir-
acles and founded common justice to all men. Pythagoras
was proclaimed greater than Christ, and Christians were ex-
horted to follow him. It was pointed out that he possessed
everything possible with Christ, that he was superior in birth,
in the following of men, and in his departure from earth.

Had Christ contained the divinity of Pythagoras he would
have saved himself from crucifixion. The one fell a victim
of execution; the other, by his own miraculous power, as-
cended to heaven. Thus failed all the skillful contrivances to
deceive the people in the worship of the true God. Their
crafty plays upon the imagination and their -artful and in-
genious testimony of falsehood was of no avail. The Church
of God was founded upon the rock of Peter, and all sophistry
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of pagan philosophy and all the persecution of Roman tyrants
could not prevail against it.

The first system of religion, or rather doctrine, outside of
pagan mythology and its reorganization, which seriously
threatened the existence of the Church, was the heresy of
Gnosis, one of the so-called philosophers in the first ages of
Christianity. This self-ordained philosopher evolved a new
doctrine which he termed a true philosophical interpretation
of the Christian religion. He claimed a deeper wisdom than
all the disciples of Christ, and strove to explain the existence
of God and his creations, to explain Christ and his mission,
to demonstrate the difference between mind and matter, and
lastly, to explain the soul and its relation to God.

These were great questions, but in his broad assurances
and boldness of declaration he won admiration, then expres-
sions of belief, in his great exposition of infinite knowledge.
This Gnostic doctrine combined Oriental theology and Greek
philosophy with the doctrine of Christianity. They held that
all natures, intelligible, intellectual, and material, are derived
from Deity by successive emanations, which they call Eons,
or divine spirits. They represent the Supreme Being as
Bythos, who stands at the head of all creation in a world of
spirits. With him it is either a principle of good or evil.
From Bythos emanates the world of spirits, called Eons, who
assist in governing the universe. The god, Demiurgus, is
the author of the body and Bythos the producer of the soul.
As the soul is of divine origin and the body of earthy matter,
the uniting of two opposite elements is unnatural, and a union
of contradictory elements is the source of evil. The Eon,

v
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Christ, was sent to communicate with the souls of men and
. inform them of a higher life, and to seek to overcome the
evils of body, and be prepared to rise in its line of progression.

Much of this part of the belief is a doctrine of to-day,
where the soul is a progressive spirit going on and on in a
" successive series of improvement until it reaches its future
perfection.

According to Gnostics this Eon, Christ, umited with the
man, Jesus, where he could better communicate with the
souls of men and teach them the path to the highest plane
. of spirit life. They teach that not all Eons are capable of
even spirit life, but as they represent all life they remain as a
germ in all matter which, under proper conditions, is brought
into real existence. As the egg requires heat to produce
life, so in all matter the germ of production is ever ready for
future existence.

The Gnostics divide men into three classes: The Spir-
itual, Physical and Material. The Spiritual are those capable
of sustaining the greatest knowledge, the Physical pertains
alone to faith, and the Material, which, under the present
Eon, must fall into space and wait for another creation.

To divide these classes into doctrines of faith, the Spiritual
are the real Gnostics, the highest order of worldly spiritual
attainment; the Physical is the Catholic, and founded on faith;
while the Material is the unprepared Spirit, or Pagan.

They also divide their doctrine into two other divisions—
one, the esoteric, or secret; the other, exoteric, or public.
These are taken from Pagan mysteries and described some-
what in mythological language. The secret, is the con-



NEAVY

30 ) CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

science, the soul speaking to the body, the motive power of
the brain, the spirit Eon. The public, is the declaration of
the body, the call for life, the mind speaking to matter, the
worldly thought.

The Gnostics claim this heresy was taught by Christ and
his Apostles, and to sustain their doctrine they destroyed por-
tions of the Holy Bible and rebuilt it to meet their wants.
While Gnosticism claims to be the real Christianity, yet it
is in utter contradiction to it. It is a positive negation, for
its teachings are simply a system of progressions from the
germ to the highest plane of spirit life. Besides this, they
teach that the highest Eons control the Mind, Reason, Power,
Truth, and Life; that they are continually speaking to the souls
of men, warning, entreating, consoling and instructing.

Thus we find that the enemies of Christ’s Church are
continually, even to the present day, devising creeds and isms
to defeat the real truth of God. Satan is ever ready to tear
down, and even under the cloak of religion, seeks to build
up a new church and a new dogma of worship. It is a con-
tinual warring upon the real faith of Christ and the martyr-
dom of the Holy Catholic Church.

From the birth of Christianity to the present time there
has been a constant resistance, constant sacrifice, .and con-’
stant application to faith. Men have laid down their lives to
sustain it, and the Church has continually fought to main-
tain it, and both have been constant martyrs, and will be,
from the days of their existence to the end of time.




CHAPTER III.
PERSECUTION.

N a review of the persecution of the Catholic Church we
are indebted to history for the facts concerning it, and,
altbough, in this volume, it is impossible to give a minute
description of the long line of persecutions, yet we can give
some of the prominent features, leaving the reader to ponder
in his mind what must have been the awful situation during
the first establishment of the Church, and during many peri-
ods of agony in the history of our Christian Era.

Our established period of time dates with the birth of
Christ, and is the beginning of the Christian era. Previous
to this time religion was divided into two principal classes—
the Pagan mythology, and the old Jewish worship. The
Jews had been God’s chosen people, but in their rejection of
Christ a new religion was ordained, a new Church estab-
lished, and a new doctrine of faith was preached to the people.

Christ came into the world to set an example, to teach
repentance, to practice humility, to destroy ‘idolatry, and to
bear persecution. He found the world without faith in God,
hope in immortality, or charity to mankind. It was a strange
combination of intelligence, ignorance, superstition, and bar-
barism. The people were intelligent in the pursuits‘of life,
but ignorant in the knowledge of Divinity. They were super-
stitious in all the movements of nature, and brutal and bar-
baric to those who opposed them. .

31
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They regarded Christ as a man, and God as the mani-
festation of many gods. They worshiped a deity, but believed
the spirit of that deity lived in their idols, and was capable
of exercising pleasure, wrath, or punishment. They loved
their gods with the devotion of blind fanaticism, and when
the new light of Christianity blazed forth in the glory of
Christ, they were jealous lest they should lose their gods,
and the power they supposed watched over them would be
removed forever.

It was this fear that first raised their enmity against
Christianity, and as they saw its zeal and influence, they
sought to crush it out, first by a series of slow persecutions,
then by confiscation and pillage, then by fire, death and cruci-
fixion. Those persecutions were most terrible to contemplate.
In the confiscation of property they destroyed their churches,
deprived them of the liberty of worship, burned the emblems
of Christ and his crucifixion, and publicly denounced them
as heretics, offenders of the gods, and declared their religion
as dangerous to government, dangerous to the people, and
should be suppressed.

The weak often yielded to these persecutions and re-
nounced Christ, but the faithful stood firm and unmoved.
permitting the confiscation of their homes without murmur or
complaint, viewing the destruction of their churches with
calmness, and even smiling as they lay down their lives for
the cause of Christianity. Beyond these mortal trials came
the visions of reward, the triumph of truth, and the estab-
lishment of the rock of salvation. Although they could not
realize how the hand of God was purifying his church by
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winnowing, through affliction and distress, the weak and wa-
vering, yet they felt that the love of faith was a blessing far
greater than the pain of persecution. '

From our knowledge of to-day we see that these ene-
mies of Christ’s Church were but instruments in God’s hand
to establish a permanent religion, a permanent gospel of
Christ’s love and devotion, a permanent instrument for re-
ceiving God’s word, and' a permanent faith for the deliver-
ance of man from the pagan world. We now see the neces-
- sity of persecution, confiscation, slavery, and even the call
to die a martyr’s death, It was to convince the world
that the faith of Christianity was stronger than all the tor-
ments devised by man. It was to establish a true religion and
implant Christ’s salvation in the hearts of all mankind.

The pagan world was made to feel that in this new Chris-
tianity there was something greater and grander than the
worship of idols. It was made to see that there was a reality
in religion, a reality in the profession of this faith, when men
would suffer the pain of persecution, of confiscation, of fire,
of mutilation of body, and of death.

These pagans could not understand how Christians could
suffer and not forsake the cross of their faith. It was a new
order of things to them. While life to this people was the
greatest of-all desires, and for which they would sacrifice
all pleasure, all possessions and all their gods, yet here was
an abiding faith against which all the persecutions of hell
could not prevail. The martyr’s blood was but the cement-
ing of faith eternal. Like Christ, they gave their lives that

the foundation of faith and redemption might be established
forever.
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To do this required God’s persecution through the hands
of his encmies, that the whole world might see the glories
of His Church established by His oniy begotten Son, and to
endure forever. These measures may seem harsh and unnat-
ural, but we know that it is only by trouble and mis-
fortune that we find our real friends, and see the departure of
those who smile only when life’s success is with us. So,
too, is it true in the proof of faith. The love of God in our
hearts is manifest when we enter the field of persecution. If
it is there it is proved beyond question, and at the same time,
if there is a lack of faith, that, too, is an open proof. God
weighed His disciples, and in weighing through the persecu-
tions of the body found the dividing line between the weak
and the strong.

In persecution, not only were there simple Christians who
fell by the wayside, but even priests and bishops renounced
their faith and returned to the Pagan gods, and even gave
sacrifices to them; but be it to the great glory of the earnest-
ness of early Christianity, few renounced their faith, thus
leaving a purified church, without spot or blemish. Like a
cleansing fire it cast out the dross, leaving only the rock of
endurance. It had cast out the impure elements, which would
antagonize the true spirit of Christianity and become danger-
ous in the examples to be placed before the world.

Upon a small monument over the grave of the author’s

snly sister is inscribed the following epitaph:
Hard at times seem the ways of God,
‘When He takes to Himself what He has given;
When we lay our idols under the sod,
Leaving naught but a thought of heaven.
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Yes, hard at times seem the ways of God when we meet
affliction, when our loved ones die, when our supposed friends
drop behind us, when we are villified, persecuted with false-
hood, and unjustly judged. But in all this persecution, let
us remember that, like the radiant light cast by the crucifixion
of Christ and- his Apostle Peter, and by the establishment of
His Church upon the rock of immortality, the faith in God
can never fall. Remember that, although we may become
martyrs to worldly persecution, yet the everlasting lines of
the poet can never die.

\

“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers;

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain,
And dies among his worshipers.”



CHAPTER IV.
RETROSPECT.

EW, excepting those who have made a study of the
origin and progress of the Catholic religion, realize the
terrible persecution which the Christians suffered in the early -
days of the Church. When we contemplate the deep intensity
and the wicked determination of the enemies of Christianity
to crush it out of existence and destroy the religion of Christ,
we can only wonder how one single soul could withstand
the awful cruelty, the awful test of faith which the pagan
world, without mercy or compassion, forced Christians to
bear. Frenzied with madness at their inability to compel
them to renounce their Savior, they decreed the direst punish-
ment which blood-thirsty monarehs could invent. Not con-
tent with the confiscation of property and imprisonment,
these martyrs to Christ’s Church were tortured beyond
description. No pen can picture the awful cruelties which
were imposed upon them. Taken from dark prisons reeking
with vilest filth almost to suffocation, with stones for pillows,
threatened with starvation, without water to quench their
burning thirst, scourged with whips until the body dropped
from exhaustion, tortured with fire, with rack, with all the
devilish ingenuity which a monarch could devise, and then,
in contrast to this wretched and all-consuming pain, offered
freedom of life, the sweets of plenty, the promotion of place,

the society of equals, and all the favors of life, and beauty,
36
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and indulgence. With woe, misery and death on one side,
and apparent happiness and plenty on the other, is it not,
indeed, a miracle that one follower of Christ could still be
found? Although the Christians suffered the tortures of a
thousand deaths, and knew the unspeakable agony they must
cndure, yet without a word of malice or reproach, without
complaint they would turn away from the proffered feast of
plenty and face the hideous penalties of persecution, suffering
themselves. to be devoured by beasts, torn limb from limb by
racing horses, burned at the stake by a slow fire and enduring
the horrors of a lingering death, to be crucified head down-
ward or racked with the awful devices for torment and pain.
- Who can say that this sustaining faith is not a miracle
of God? OChrist suffered the indignities of persecution and
died as an emblem of true faith, as a martyr to the establish-
ment of His Church, and as an example that the eternal
fruits of devotion can never die, He set the example of per-
secution, of humility, of devotion to God’s love, and in the
bitterness of pain and death, he exemplified the great prin-
ciple of forbearance. “Father, forgive, they know not what
they do.” He asked of his followers nothing he would not
do himself. He asked them to be faithful even unto the
end, to yield not to temptation, but remain an example of
Christian faith; that it is not of earth we live, but in the
expectation and promise of eternal life.

The idolatrous world was in a desperate condition, and it
required desperate measures to redeem it. The influence of the
mythical gods had permeated every crack and crevice of the
social and moral structure of man. God was an outcast among
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the people He had loved. He had once deluged the world
that those who loved Him not might be removed from the
face of the earth. He had saved His chosen people at various
times, and He had promised them a Messiah, but when Christ
came they received him not, and to prove to the idolatrous
world that Christ was indeed sent by God, that he should
cstablish a new Church, that redemption through the blood
of Christ shall be the necessity for future generations, he
allowed this persecution to prove to the world that the
Christian’s faith was stronger than persecution, stronger,than
life, and stronger than the temptations of Satan.

To punish his enemies without furnishing proof of devo-
tion was to inflict a chastisement without giving the evidence
of a better life. He must first establish his Church and in the
devotion of its followers prove its divinity, prove its power of
endurance, its love to mankind, its forgiveness of evil, and its
absolution of sin. .

Rome had quenched the fire of truth, and debauchery
of mind and body was the ruling passion of her people. They
reveled in the vices of corruption, drank the wine of passion,
and worshiped the idols of mythical gods. They erected
statues to Venus, the god of beauty; to Vulcan, the god of
fire; to Aolus, the god of wind; to Juno, the queen of all
the gods; to Mars and Neptune, and Minerva and Fortuna.
They erected altars to all the gods and burned incense to their
glory, and offered sacrifices to appease their wrath. If any dis-
aster overtook them they flew to their gods and offered up
petitions of grief. They consulted them in every transaction
of life. They bowed before them and supplicated for divine
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aid. They were schooled in idolatry, and were lost beyond‘
exhortation. They had no faith beyond the faith that their
myriads of gods could control destiny.

Had Ohrist come in all the pomp and ceremony of a
royal king, had he been clothed in purple robes of greatness,
the Jews might have received him as tite promised Messiah,
but to be born in a manger, to come as a lowly child, to be
" great only in his love for all mankind, was humiliating to
their proud spirits. They had pictured him as a being full of
the power of vengeance who would destroy their enemies, a
leader of conquests, and a king of kings. They had suffered
trials and tribulations in the expectation of a strong deliver-
ance, but when Christ appeared as a man without fame or
fortune, without the evidence of royal nobility, and without
the apparent power of a conquering hcro, they rebelled and
sought to parsecute. They refused his doctrine of faith, of
forbearance, and of love. They denied his divinity, and with
the pagan world sought to nullify his mission, destroy his
tcachings, as well as his plan of salvation.

In view of this reception, it became imi)emtive to establish
a new church, a new gospel of repentance, and a new foun-
dation from which the teachings of Christ might be pro-
claimed to the whole world. On this foundation he author-
ized his disciples to go into the world and preach repentance.
Thus was established the Church of Christ. He had no
creed but the Word of God. He was sent to preach repent-
ance, to teach compassion, to love thy neighbor as thyself,
to bear no vengeance or malice, to teach purity of mind and
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body, to bear persecution, and through the fullness of love
redeem: man from the depths of sin which then prevailed.

It was the commencement of a new life of atonement, and
though.it was his wish to avoid draining the cup of bitter-
neés, yet as it was his father’s will, he would give up his
life for the redemption of man. He came in lowly birth to
teach the people that in the sight of God no favor attaches
to either position or wealth, no inequality exists but such as
is caused by the blight of sin, that there are no ties but the ties
of faith, no hope but the hope of immortality, and no resur-
rection but by the power of Christ. He died, but through his
death there arose the bright sun of understanding. Its rays
rell upon the hearts of ignorance and superstition. The eyes
of mankind were opened to the beauties of Christianity. They
saw the wonderful exposition of faith, love and devotion.
They saw the God of the Universe, in all the glory of his
greatness, pleading through Christ, our Redeemer, for the
salvation of all men. It was a new revelation of the existence
of eternal life. The old theory of Mythology was being ex-
posed by the existence, or presence, of the Son of God. An
idolatrous world was for the first time listening to the teach-
ings of repentance, of true worship, of Christianity. It was
indeed a revelation—a mysterious future laid open by expla-
nation, by instruction, and by admonition. It was no longer
the speculation of philosophy, but the reality of presence, of
seeing, and hearing. Christ taught, and his words fell upon
the soil of willing hearts, and the thoughts grew and spread
as a great tree, sending forth its beauties of expression, its
light of redemption, and its glorious salvation.
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But it has been a constant battle of persecution from the
time Christ came into this life until the present day. At times
it has been a persecution by fire and sword, of life and death,
and of confiscation and ruin. At others it has been a persecu-
tion of liberty, of equal rights, and of despotic oppression.
Governments have raised the strong arm of power against it.
Catholics have been denied place and preferment. They have
been driven from commonwealths, branded as heretics, ostra-
cised from society, and publicly outraged because of their
religion. Philosophers of Reason have denied their worship,
ridiculed their observances, denounced their institutions as
relics of barbarism, their faith as ignorance, 'and their cross
as the fanatic’s emblem of misguided hope. All these, and
more, has the Catholic Church suffered at the hands of per-
sons of supposed enlightenment.

The Pope has been stripped of his temporal powers. The
land of his nativity has been absorbed by the power of the
State, and while the head of the Church stands to-day as the
greatest diplomat of all Europe or America, yet in the rights
of nations the Vatican is shorn of its power to govern, except
as it touches the heart, the mind, and the conscience. The
Pope is the great exponent of peace, friendship, and good
will to all nations. His blessings are spread over all lands,
over all nations, and into all hearts. His labors are for the
development of Christianity, for the betterment of mankind,
and for the advancement of peace, harmony, and prosperity.

4)



CHAPTER V.
THE TYRANT NERO.

N the establishment of Christianity the people of Rome
were not particularly interested. They heard of the declara-
tions of this new worship, but as its followers appeared to
be harmless, and in no way dangerous to government, they
were not molested, but considered an inoffensive Jewish sect.
They even appeared willing to recognize Christ as some form
of a divine being.

So far did this sentiment gain ascendency among the
people that the Emperor Tiberius, at one time, contemplated
placing Christ among the Roman gods, but the crucifixion of
our Savior in a remote province of his empire caused him
to forget his purpose, and even to forget the nature of Chris-
tian teachings.

This condition of toleration was of short duration, for soon
the blind fury of an excited and superstitious' heathenish pop-
ulation burst forth in the awiful scenes of persecution, and
continued for the first three hundred years after the birth of
Christianity. This persecution became so great that it seemed
as though not one follower of Christ could survive the power
of tyrants and continue the work designed by God in the
conversion of a heathen world.

The commencement of these studied persecutions was
under the Emperor Nero in the tenth year of his reign, or

about the year of our Lord 64. The first five years of his
42
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reign he ruled with moderation and equity. During this time
he was under the influence of the renowned philosopher and
moralist Seneca, but becoming flushed with the pride of being
the emperor of the great Roman empire, he broke away from
the teachings and guidance of his teacher and entered upon a
career filled with the most horrible crimes and the most de-
basing luxuries which could be devised. His crimes were of
almost incredible enormity, and his selfish passions were be-
yond description.

The dagger and the poison were the studied means of
revenge, and also of deliberate murder. The use of poison
was a regular profession, which was employed by the pagan
to remove those who had incurred his hatred, or who pos-
sessed wealth which he sought to obtain.

So rapidly grew Nero’s evil tendencies that in the year
64, or the tenth year of his government, he determined to
gratify his desires by seeing a city burn, and according to
historic records he ordered the burning of Rome, which laid
in ashes more than one half of that renowned city. It is said
that, after ordering this conflagration, he retired to the roof
of his palace to enjoy the spectacle and to amuse himself
by playing upon his violin and singing the “Sack of Troy,”
a poem which he had composed for the occasion.

It was soon rumored that Nero had produced the destruc-
tion of Rome, and the people were loud in their declared
vengeance against this inhuman treatment. They were about
to rise in revolt and to demand that Nero should be burned
as a just punishment for his awful crime, when he cunningly
raised the cry that he had discovered the power of the Chris-
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tians. They were in league with the gods of destruction,
and had now fulfilled the prophecy of their Lord. He accused
them of conspiring to destroy the city, and as proof of this
consummation of their prophecies he read to the people that
the Christian doctrine taught of the second coming of Christ,
and the destruction of the world by fire. As Rome was the
center of the world, the power, and the glory of the people,
it was but natural that they would strike their first blow at
the head, the center, and from this engulf the whole world,
destroying all the people except those who followed Christ.

Nero was alarmed at his own deeds of violence. He had
aroused his people and now he must circumvent their fury.
Flaming announcements were posted everywhere. “The
Christians burned Rome.” ‘“The Christians must be de-
stroyed.” “The Christians have defiled our gods.” “The
gods must be avenged.” Thus he sowed the seeds of sus-
picion and of vengeance, and transferred the guilt of Nero to
the followers of Christ.

These accusations took root and spread with the rapidity
of an all-devouring vengeance. The people read these head-
lines, and they believed the Christians guilty of the destruc-
tion of Rome, of the practice of a shameful worship, and
the desecration of their gods. They became willing tools
in the hands of this treacherous monarch, and they would now
scourge, kill, burn, or destroy this hated sect of Christian
followers. They believed the doctrine of the world’s destruc-
tion had begun in the burning of Rome.

Nero had allayed suspicion, and now he must destroy the
enemies of Pagan idolatry. The Christians had declared
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against their gods, and because of their heresy they must
be executed. They saw that the influence of Christ was work-
ing in the hearts of their people, and they cried aloud to
their gods to sweep them from the face of the earth. Nero
was being besieged from every direction to destroy this sect
of infidelity, to avenge Rome, and to defend their gods.

He had succeeded in his designs; suspicion was allayed,
and now all Pagan Rome looked to the Christians as the
source of their misfortunes. The conversions to Christ were
daily growing faster and faster, and louder and louder clam-
ored the people against them. It was now the annihilation
of Christian worship and not the execution of a supposed
justice. God was being glorified and His faith was spreading
in every direction. The Pagan gods were being insulted,
and the Pagan gods must be preserved.

Under the reign of this greatest of persecutors the Chris-
tians were universally assailed, their possessions confiscated,
their freedom of worship denied, and their bodies persecuted.
Thousands were sacrificed, and yet the faith grew faster and .
faster. Slaves, citizens, and even the Senate, were secretly
recognizing the divinity of Christ. Nero, seeing that Chris-
tianity was not awed by his threats of direful vengeance, re-
solved to make them a spectacle of public exhibitton in the
arenas where combats between wild beasts and bulls made
glad the brutal nature of his people.

He would gladden their hearts with an exhibition never
before attempted by man. It should be on a magnificent scale,
grand and inspiring. Notices were published and criers sent
in every direction announcing that Nero had decided to pub-
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licly execute the hated Christians. They were again informed
of the evil influences of these followers of Christ. All their
misfortunes were but the visitation of wrath from their myth-
ical gods for tolerating even the presence of the Christian
people. . ‘

They were denounced as blasphemers against their gods;
as developing a system of witchcraft by which they could
destroy every city'on earth; that they hated men, poisoned
springs and showered curses on Rome and all the temples in
which their gods were honored. Cht"ist was crucified, but he
promised when Rome was destroyed by fire, he would come
again and give Christians dominion over the world.

People were now aroused in their consternation at such
wonderful power. They believed in its possibility. Their
superstitions knew no bounds. They could now understand
why Rome was destroyed. Away with the traitors, the de-
stroyers of peace, the murderers of children. They secretly
meet to practice their shameless ceremonies. They are oath-
‘bound to intrigue against Nero, against our gods, and in
their witchcraft they are dangerous and must be executed,
otherwise we shall become their victims and their slaves.
Arouse, Romans! and crush out this sect of infidelity and
purge Rome of its curse.

The people were wild with excitement. Great multitudes
gathered to demand an execution of justice. The fiery zeal
of paganism grew fiercer and fiercer. To the lions with the
Christians! To the lions! was the loud cry of the populace.
Flaming announcements of the decision of Nero were posted
everywhere. Floats of every description were carried to in-
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flame the passions, bands of little children were escorted
through the streets crying for justice. The gods were taken
from the temples and exhibited to the people. Rome was
mad with intoxication; business was suspended; slaves were
given a day’s freedom; feasts were prepared everywhere, wine
was served to everyone, and all the ogres of hell were loosed
to push the power of frenzy.

The plans of Nero were fruntmg to a thousandfold. All
Rome clamored to witness the execution of the Christians.
There was no place to meet this wonderful demonstration.
It was the largest that the city had ever seen. Build a new
amphitheater was the command of Nero. Thousands of
workmen were employed and in an incredibly short space
of time a vast structure was erected. Its dimensions were
beyond the thought of possibility. Its grandeur served to
magnify the greatness of Nero. Gods were erected at the
entrances to bless the work of Casar. Rome should be
exalted and its destruction avenged. Persecution was to de-
stroy the last vestige of witchcraft. Heresy would be over-
thrown and Rome would be free.

The day of execution arrived. The week of revelry had
destroyed manhood. The wild mobs grew wilder in excite-
ment. The fever of wine surged in their veins. The mad
tumult of uncontrolled fury was raging. To the lions with

the Christians, again resounded from a hundred thousand
" throats. The vast amphitheater was filled to its utmost. The
great work of execution was to begin. Lions, tigers, leopards,
and wild dogs were caged, ready for the human feast. The
shrill notes of the trumpet sounded, and all eyes were turned
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to the arena. A side door opened and a thousand Christians
entered, each carrying the cross of crucifixion. Although pale
in the anticipation of death, yet they stood firm and unmoved.
They knelt upon the sands of the arena in silent embrace.
They kissed the cross of their faith with feverish passion.
They raised their eyes to heaven in mute supplication and
awaited their doom.

There was a deep roar of the lions as they bounded into
the arena, but not a muscle quivered in the condemned Chris-
tians. They were lost in their supplications to God. They had
raised themselves above the body and were in communion
with Christ. They had weighed the load of persecution, but
naught could shake their faith. They chose death to a life of
idolatry. The die was cast, and all the pagan world could
" not prevail.

The lions leaped for their prey. Heads were crushed, limbs
torn from the body, entrails scattered over the sands of the
arena, and the fumes of blood penetrated to every part of the
amphitheater. Out with all the wild-beasts, came the order of
Nero. The cages of tigers, leopards and wild dogs were loos-
ened, and the mob howled in its delight. Pandemonium in
all its hideous realm now reigned supreme. Men, like in-
carnate devils, raved in mad delirium. The roar of wild
beasts added to the crazed and awful scene. Five hundred
Christians had now perished. The wild beasts were being
sated with blood. The lions crept back to their dens. The
tigers had lost their fierceness. The leopards and dogs lay
down to rest, and yet hundreds of Christians remained un-
harmed. The infuriated multitude, not yet satisfied, cried,
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Crucify them! Crucify them! The patience of the Christians
only increased the anger of the populace. They would die,
but they would not repent. They would honor Christ, but
they would not honor Casar. Cesar was god, and Ceesar
must be worshiped.

Slaves were ordered to dig holes and make crosses. Offi-
cers were sent out to arrest the Apostle Peter and other fol-
lowers. Feasts were again prepared and more wine served to
the populace. Holidays were extended. The anticipated en-
joyment of seeing the Christians flee like wild rabbits from
the lions and tigers was a disappointment. They were robbed
of half their anticipated pleasure. Their non-resistance and
lack of terror incensed them beyond expression. A madness
seized the persecutors. Mobs wrested Christians from the
hands of officers and tore them to pieces. Women were
dragged by the hair until death came to their rescue. Chil-
dren were dashed against stones. There was no pity. The
rushing, howling mob came bellowing with rage. Their brute
natures arose in their insane desire for vengeance.

The prisons were overflowing with thousands. New vic-
tims were gathered from every direction and the air seemed
filled with blood, crime and madness. It was the outbreak
of hell in all its ghastly fierceness, and yet the true Christian
remained calm and unmoved. The Romans had never before
beheld such stolid indifference. They believed they were
possessed of devils and must be exterminated. The safety of
the city required it. Casar and their gods had demanded it.

The work of building the crosses was finished. That
vast arena was a sea of crosses. They were planted as a field
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of corn. Every foot of space was used for crucifixion. The
work being finished, the multitude was called to witness the
execution. Again was that amphitheater filled to overflow-
ing, and again was the populace wild with frenzied joy. The
Christians were marched in a-body before the seat of Nero,
who, in a loud voice, proclaimed himself the Emperor of all
Rome, and the divine power of the gods. He asked them to
renounce their faith in Christ and return to the religion of the
gods. Thou hast seen the vengeance of my people. Thou
knowest my power. The lions tore your brethren and drank
their blood. I will crucify thee as the Jews crucified your
Christ. Choose ye the two paths—life or death.

Behold! My voice shall proclaim thy freedom if you but
denounce your faith. Listen! The people want vengeance.
They want not one victim, but hundreds, thousands. They
are met to see thy crucifixion. They believe you are the
enemies of Rome, of Cesar. They believe you look upon
our gods as not gods; that you practice witchcraft, harbor
devils, commune with evil spirits, breed disaster, and above
all, that you burned Rome. Hear ye, O Christians! Again
does Nero stoop to offer you life and happiness. What say
you?

A hush fell upon that vast assembly. A tall young man
stepped from the throng of Christians, and raising his arm,
pointed to lieaven, calmly answered: Casar, thou hast mis-
judged us. No man can bring aught against us. Our belief
is one of brotherly love, the care for the sick, the lame, the
blind, and the friendless. Our lives are one devotion to truth,
to God, to Christ. Though you slay us, yet will we not be
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avenged. Our mission is one of love, and peace, and good-
will to all mankind. Our faith is in the promise of God, that
he who endureth to the end shall be saved. The sin you see
in us is the faith we have in our blessed Savior. It is founded
upon the rock of Peter and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against us.

Ye persecute. Why? forsooth, because we are Christians.
Ye may throw us to the wild beasts, yet ye cannot break
our faith. Ye may crucify us, tear us limb from limb, yet the
spirit of Christianity can never die. Rome may thirst for
our blood, yet the eternal city shall be saved. Nero shall
" die, but Christ shall live. We ask not for life; we give it,
as Christ gave his, for the salvation of men. The example
of our faith will live in the hearts of those who come after
us. Each groan in the agony of our death will be answered
by a thousand supplications for mercy. We go that Rome
may live.

The God of the universe has said that our persecution
shall not stay the tide of faith, but that it shall increase
a thousandfold. With this assurance we are glad to
die; glad to lay down our lives on the same crucifix as He
who set the example before us. Oh! Nero, your persecutions
are but agencies to spread the truth of God. We bear you
no malice, but in the language of Christ we cry: “Father,
forgive them; they know not what they do.” Rome to-day
thirsts for our blood. Rome to-morrow will bend in suppli-
cation to the will of God. Blow ye your trumpets; we are
ready.

The hush of suspense was broken by, Crucify them! Cru-
cify them! .
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Nero’s face was purple with excitement. He stamped
his feet with rage. Never before had men dared to address
him thus. His revenge could be only the consummation of
his plans. Theirs was a victory in submission. No power
could break their faith. Threats, prisons, beasts and cruci-
fixion could not prevail. He was powerless to accomplish
more than death. A thousand slaves made haste to execute
the order of Nero. Without hesitation they extended their
arms for crucifixion. There was no struggle for life, no
cry for mercy, no demonstration of terror. With a smile of
faith they submitted to the terrible pain and closed their eyes
in submission to the will of God.

The crucifixion was a scene of blood without excitement.
The satisfaction to the multitude grew less and less until
they began to question each other, “What manner of men
are these”? “These men cannot be guilty of crime.” “They
show no malice.” “What is their faith”? “What is the secret
of their submission”? “What is their power of control, their
endurance”? “Is their Christ a Divinity”? Thus had com-
menced the thought of investigation. The leavening power of
crucifixion was at work, and the multitude of Rome was fast
leaning to confession.

Nero was being defeated, but he swore that every hated
Christian should die. Once more he sought to rid Rome
of the Christian faith. They had said they would die for
Rome and they shall die. Not a child shall remain to breed
this accursed creed. My power shall be obeyed. Is Christ
greater than our gods? No! Then down with this witch-
craft, and crush out forever the heresy that is dividing Rome.
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Nero gave notice that in two weeks he would prepare a
great surprise for his people—a new pleasure of such magni-
tude that the scenes in the amphitheater would be as noth-
ing. He would astonish them with a new spectacle of Chris-
tian persecution. The royal gardens would be opened to the
grand spectacle. It would be a night exhibition. Great curi-
osity prevailed among the beople. What new thing is it
that Caesar has done? Casar is grand and powerful, and
Ceesar cannot disappoint.

The gates were opened and down the Ior;g garden of
beautiful flowers, and shrubs, and trees, and running brooks
the crowd surged, and great was their amazement. The en-
tire landscape was dotted with pillars highly decorated with
gorgeous flowers, with ivy, myrtle and clinging vines. To
these pillars, almost hidden by the wreaths of ivy, were
chained the condemned Christians. So great were their num-
bers that it seemed as though a whole nation was imprisoned.
Beneath the outward covering were concealed quantities of
pitch and oil and wood. .

The people were promised a new spectacle of persecution, ’
but the preparation of these thousands of pillars with human
beings produced consternation and astonishment. Hate
turned to pity, and pity to fear. There was no cry of death.
The multitude were glutted with blood. Rome was now dead
to persecution. This last act of Nero was to be the overthrow
of pagan strength. Christianity must soon prevail.

Darkness came, and the weird surroundings were broken
only by the murmur of Christian prayer. The dread suspi-
cion of an awful woe filled the multitude with fear. The
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trumpets sounded, and in the twinklin'g of an éye each pillar
was streaming with fire. Darkness was turned to a (living
flame. The flowers, the myrtte and the ivy were withered
with heat, showing the awful agony of dying Christians.

Nero’s gods were now avenged, but his victory was the
downfall of pagan Rome. The populace were smitten with
remorse, pity and compassion. The attempt to please the
people produced a reaction of conscience, and the awful sin
committed in the name of law was finding its torment in the
remorseful features of the pagan throng as they beheld the
blackened faces and the charred bodies of the willing vic-
tims of persecution. The veil of truth was rising, and the
prophecy of the Apostle Peter, that he would redeem Rome
and make it the city of God, was yielding to the triumphs
of faith and devotion.

The Christians’ faithfulness and devotion to divine love
was winning the people from evil to good. While Nero was
an enemy of Christ’s people, yet in the hands of God his
relentless persecutions were the means of pagan overthrow
and the firm establishment of the Church of Christ. By per-
secution he opened the eyes of the blind, and they saw the
Christians’ faith. They saw that it was stronger than death,
and that it would live beyond Nero’s power.

Open rebellion threatened to overthrow his power of per-
secution. The people were.murmuring against him, but he
kept them in subjection by despotism. It was now, not
a persecution of Christians, but a persecution of those who
opposed him. Secret conspiracies were formed among the
nobles to relieve the State of this monster, but plot after plot
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was discovered and again and again “the city was filled with
funerals.” Even his old teacher Seneca, whom he had loved
in the days of his youth, fell a victim to the tyrant’s rage.

Nero, becoming alarmed at these plots of the nobility, de-
cided to make a tour of the East, and there plunged deeper
and deeper into every shame, sensuality, and crime. He had
become the disgrace of the nation, and his wild and uncon-
trolled passions could no longer be endured. The Senate
arose as one man and condemned him to a disgraceful death
by scourging, but to avoid which he instructed a slave how
to give him a fatal thrust, and thus perished the most terrible
and blood-thirsty tyrant that ever lived. His last words were,
“What a loss my death will be to art.”

The announcement of the death of Nero was the an-
nouncement of the victory of Christians over persecution. The
thousands who had perished were now glorified by the mul-
titude, who eagerly listened to the teachings of the followers
of Christ. Hundreds were being baptised, and the faith was .
being fruited a thousandfold. The redemption of Rome from
Pagan idolatry seemed to be almost accomplished, but alas!
the calm which followed was broken by other persecutions
which ravished the world for three hundred years. Even the
Jews were persecuted, murdered, and crucified. At Jerusalem,
in 79, Titus destroyed the Temple, robbed the city, murdered
a million of its people, and scattered the remnants of the
Jewish nation to all parts of the earth.

Thus have we recorded some of the carly trials and perse-
cutions of early Christianity. While we cannot comprehend
the magnitude of these awful slaughters, yet we must believe
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that no will, or force of individual character, could have with-
stood the torments and death which these martyred followers
of Christ sustained in their faith. To believe that God did
not help his suffering children in the agonies they endured,
is to believe that there is no reward for those who ever re-
main faithful. There can be no other explanation than that
the Spirit of Christ comforted the heart, consoled them in
their afflictions and sustained them in their deaths.

History also informs us that the Apostles, Peter and Paul,
received the martyr’s crown during this period of persecution,
and that Peter, who was regarded as the greatest leader of
the Christians, was crucified head downwards.




CHAPTER VI.
EARLY CHRISTIAN MARTYRS.

FTER the death of Nero the terrible persecution ceased
for a short period, but again broke forth in all its wildest
terror, and for nearly three hundred years the Church of
Christ was almost one constant record of the martyrdom
of the followers of the Faith of God. “So unrelenting and
determined was this pagan conflict, that had Christianity been
the work of man, it must have succumbed to the blind fury of
its enemies, but as it was the teachings of Christ, through
his saints and apostles, and upheld and sustained by the
power of God, it but more firmly rooted itself into the real
religion of men, and spread with a grander vigor, and a more
perfect faith in the undying love far the light and blessings of
the sanctified crucifixion.

When we consider that the emperors of Rome were the
absolute rulers of the world, that they were armed with the
deadly power of extermination, and that Christianity was
feeble and in its first existence, how is it possible to account
for its growth, and the unflinching readiness of its followers
to submit to persecution and death, except that the divine
power of God gave them strength and encouragement?

But in all these adversities the Church has been miracu-
lously preserved in this unequal contest. The persecution of
Nero came like a terrible storm-cloud, breaking with all

the force of malignant fury, and driving its darts of hate
(6) 67
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deep into the body, the mind, the very soul of Christian faith.
But not once, only, was this tempest of annihilation hurled
against the Church of God, but at two, three, and even ten
important periods do we record the same awful detaild of
murder and persecution during the first three centuries of its
existence, and yet, through these seeming impossibilities,
these renewed violences, these repeated scenes of rack, tor-
ture, and death, the cause of Christianity grew, its adherents
became more passionately faithful, more determined to resist

this Pagan infidelity, and more enduring also became their
hope of future reward.

The second great persecution was by Domitian, the third
by Trajan, the fourth by Hadrian, the fifth by Marcus Aure-
lius, the sixth by Septimius Severus, the seventh by Maxi-
minus, the eighth by Decius, the ninth by Valerian, and the
tenth by Diocletian. In each of these periods the Christians
were subjected to every device known to torture and death.

While all emperors did not persecute, yet these ten periods
were terrible to contemplate. The heathen populace were
superstitious and ignorant, and when their priests declared
that their misfortunes were the visitations of wrath from
their mythical gods because of the heresy of the Christians,
they were willing tools in demanding that Christ’s people
should be rejected from all office, from all favors, and from
all society; that they were without religious rights, fit only
to become outcasts, or must be meroilessly exterminated.
When once an edict for persecution was published, it always
remained the law. Some emperors did not enforce these
cruel edicts, but they always remained ready to fan the flame
into a conflagration and thus start another awful horror.
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For three hundred years the whole Pagan force of the
great Roman empire was directed against the suppression of
Christianity; three hundred years dyed with the blood of a
countless multitude of martyrs; three hundred years of mur-
ders, persecutions, and unrelenting desecration against the
worship of God; and three hundred years of glorious vic-
tory—not a victory of Pagan bloodshed and oppression, but
the victory of the Word of God in its sustaining influence to
hold and maintain the true light, and to spread its faith
through all the countries of earth. These persecutions not
only failed to destroy Christianity, but instead, it seemed to
increase in intensity, to become more expansive; its votaries
praised God with more fervency, and feared less the awful
fate decreed by the tyrants for the hated Christian.

Rome, the capital of the heathen world, and the center
of all the abominations of idolatry, was more than any other
piace the great slaughterhouse for the children of Christ.
As it was the center of Christianity, so was it the center of
persecution. It was here that the great Pagan stream of
persecution spread with an angry deluge over the whole earth.
It was here that the deadly strife between Paganism and
Christianity was waged with its terrible tide of extermina-
tion. Rome was mistress of the world, and her idolatrous
glory had cemented the entire heathen worships, and now in
her pride she would trample beneath her feet the unyielding,
the uncomplaining, and the ever-faithful Christian.

The modesty and purity of the Christian life only served
to arouse a depraved populace. They were wedded to the
corrupting influences of immorality; their lives were pregnant
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with actions of a corrupt society, of idolatry, and of dis-
honor. With these attributes of corruption and sinful degra-
dation, they hated the presence of purity, of simplicity, and
the divine truths of immortality.

If Christianity was the true religion of God, then this
countless cruel, inhuman, and depraved multitude must be
lost in the judgment of the Great Hereafter. Such things
could not be. Rome was the power of the earth, and in its
might must be the power of infinity. The Roman emperors
had decreed against the faith in Christ, and from this decree
there could be no appeal, no thought of mistaken authority,
and no deviation from its dezlared purpose.

In the writings of ancient historiographers, who were
witnesses of these terrible persecutions of the Christians, we
find the same spirit of uncomplaining endurance, the same
faith, the same meekness and forgiveness, and the same
undying love for God and His Holy Word.

In quoting from these testimonials we find a line of evi-
dence so perfect that no one can doubt that these martyrs
even gloried in the cross they were destined to carry in the
great unfolding of God’s Christianity.

“Who would not admire the constancy of purpose, the
perseverance, the divine love of those who, when scourged
till their veins were laid open, were enabled by their faith and
courage to utter neither sigh nor complaint, whilst the very
spectators, full of compassion, sorrowed for them? The fire
they endured seemed to them cool, because their soul’s eyes
were opened to behold both the eternal fire which they thus
shunned, and the glory and blessedness in store for those who
continued to the end in the faith.”
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Eusebius, who was an eye witness, says that he saw them
“confess the Son of God with joyful courage, heard them-
selves sentenced to die with smiles, and some to their very
last breath sang psalms and hymns of praise.” .

Other testimony declares that “those who embrace Chris-
tianity know what is in store for them, and rejoice more
when they are condemned to death than when they are par-
doned.”

“Thanks be to God! thanks be to God!” was often heard
by the holy confessors on hearing their sentence of death.

So great was their desire to prove to the world their
love for Christ, that to die for Him and the Church was their
highest wish.

“When Pope St. Sixtus was led out to martyrdom,
Lawrence, archdeacon of the Roman Church, followed him,
weeping and saying: ‘Father, whither goest thou without thy
son? Holy bishop, whither without thy deacon’? Nothing
could console this loving servant of Christ but the assurance
“g‘iven him by the aged pontiff that he, too, should follow
within three days, and after yet greater suffering; and with
what heroic courage he fought his battle, we all know.”

“Whilst Leonidas, father to the young Origen, lay bound
in prison for Christ’s sake, the boy’s desire for a martyr’s death
became so uncontrollable, that his mother could scarcely
hinder him by her entreaties from delivering himself up to
the heathen judge. She was even forced to hide his clothes
to prevent him from leaving the house.”

“With whatardor, too, did St. Ignatius, the aged bishop of
Antioch, long for the privilege of martyrdom. His one fear,
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when condemned by the Emperor Trajan to be cast to wild
beasts in Rome, was lest the fervent prayers of the faithful
should obtain his release. ‘I beseech you,” he wrote during
his journey to the Christians at Rome, ‘that you show not an
unscasonable good-will towards me. Suffer me to be the
food of beasts, for I am the wheat of Christ, and being ground
by their teeth, shall be found God’s pure bread. Pray to
Christ for me, that by these instruments I may become a
sacrifice to God. I long earnestly for the beasts that await
me. I desire to find them fierce, and would provoke them
to devour me quickly, so that that should not befall me which
has befallen others, of whom the beasts were afraid, and left
them untouched. Forgive me. I know what is for my good;
now do I begin to be Christ’s disciple. Come fire; come cross;
come beasts without number; let my bones be crushed and
my whole body rent; let all the torments of the devil be let
loose upon me, so that only 4 become a partaker of Jesus
Christ. Better it is for me that I should die for Jesus, thaz
rule over the whole earth’ On reaching Rome, he heard,
as a messenger from Heaven, the command given that he
should be cast immediately to the beasts. As he had desired,
the lions threw themselves with such fury upon him that but
a few bones of his body were left remaining.”

Christians of every rank, age, and sex were animated
with the same heroic purpose. Those whom imperial favor
had raised to the highest honors, old men bowed down with
years, delicate women and feeble children, all went forth with
unflinching joy to deaths the most painful and terrible.

Sebastine was captain of the imperial body-guard, and a
favorite of the emperor. Maurice was leader of the Theban
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legion. Others, such as Peter, Dorothzus, and Gorgonius,
were chamberlains of the emperors, beloved by their masters,
residing amid all the luxuries of a court, and loaded with
marks of imperial favor. But one and all proved themselves
true disciples of Jesus Christ, and amidst every torture re-
mained constant until death to their divine Lord.

Simeon, Bishop of Jerusalem, and a kinsman of our Lord,
was one hundred and twenty years of age when he suffered
' martyrdom by crucifixion. By the same death the aged Theo-
dulus, who had seen his descendants to the third generation,
attained the crown of glory.

And how many glorious examples are furnished us by
the weaker sex! Over and over again were the words of
Lactantius proved true: “Not powerful men only, but chil-
dren and women, have triumphed in silence over their tor-
tures; even fire itself had no power to make them utter a cry.”

Blandina, who won her victory at Lyons, was a virgin so
weak and tender by nature, that the faithful feared not a little
for her constancy. But from morning to evening she endured
every kind of torment. Her executioners, wearied out, were
forced to acknowledge themselves vanquished, and marvelled
that tortures, each one of which would have seemed suf-
ficient to cause death, should not be able to quell her courage.
The words, “I am a Christian” ever gave fresh strength to
the blessed martyr. She was,at last thrown before a wild
bull, who tossed her with his horns, gored her, and trampled
her to death.

Agnes, a child of thirteen, crowned her pure and innocent
life with a martyr’s death. The only daughter of rich and



64 CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

noble parents, she had early consecrated herself to be the
bride of her Savior. To remain true to this heavenly Bride-

" groom she feared not the revenge of her disappointed suitors.
When accused of being a Christian, she boldly avowed her
faith, and denounced fearlessly the folly of idolatry, She re-
mained unmoved at the sight of the burning pile and the hor-
rible instruments of torture. She heard her sentence to
death with joy, went gladly to the place of execution, and
received her deathblow with unflinching courage.

The young Soteris, also a member of a noble Roman fam-
ily, was beheaded at the same time. To break her resolution
the judge had ordered that she should be struck on the face,
and she immediately unveiled herself to receive the blows.
She endured them calmly and tearlessly, and remained equally
steadfast under all the tortures which followed.

Who can read, without wonder, of the high courage of
Eulalia, a girl twelve years old, who suffered a glorious
martyrdom at Merida, in Spain? Her parents had sent her
into the country that she might be safe from the fury of the .
Emperor Maximian; but she could not withstand the ardent
longing which possessed her to suffer and die for Christ.
She returned to Merida during the night, went boldly before
the judge and proclaimed herself a Christian. Wishing to
spare her youth, he tried in vain by gentle means to induce
her not to sacrifice hersef. FEulalia, to show her contempt
for idols, pushed an image from the altar, and trampled it
under foot. The executioners fell upon her in anger, tore
her sides with iron claws, and burned her wounds with
torches, Quietly, without a sigh or tear, she endured her
martyrdom, till she bowed her head and died.
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These are but a few of the countless numbers who suf-
fered persecution and death in those three hundred years of
awful Christian endurance. Victims innumerable fell before
the imperial edicts in every corner of the huge Roman empire.
Not a place existed in the East or West where Christians
were not delivered to their mortal enemies. -A war of exter-
mination was waged against them, and the same hideous
cruelties were practiced in all parts of the empire. There
was no security against the rage either of emperor or popu-
lace. Christianity was a plague-spot upon their idolatrous
worship and Christians must suffer the penalty of death.

But the last of thesé great persecutions, that which took
place under Diocletian, exceeded all the others in violence and
duration. It seemed as though hell itself had come to earth
for one final assault. The whole force of Pagan machinery
was arrayed against even the name of Christianity. The
decree of Diocletian was to destroy, as the fire burns the
grass, every form of Christian life, of name, and of worship.
So extensive were his plans and so determined was he to
crush the spreading of God's Holy Word, that he believed
his triumph was already secured, and to celebrate his victory
over Christianity he constructed triumphalpillars, and arrogant
inscriptions. He erected marble columns to celebrate “the
destruction of the name of Christians,” and the ‘“universal
extirpation of the superstition of Christ,” and even struck
off medals bearing the inscription, “After the extermination of
the Christian name.”

His was a raging tempest of fire, sword, and crucifixion.
From sunrise to sundown the whole earth was bathed in the
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blood of martyrs. It was the pent-up rage of an idolatrous
power, seeking to destroy Christianity and to blot out forever
the Word of God. Others had failed in their blasphemous
efforts, but Diocletian had vowed that this extermination
should destroy every root, branch and seed of this accursed
creed. The gods had long been desecrated by these heretics
of Christ, and now they should be avenged. His sword of
destruction was sent into every land, and none were spared
from his awful executions.

The old, young, innocent, and strong, fell like leaves in an
autumn blast, but the swifter the destruction the faster arose
the new converts to Christ. Not only did they fill his whole
kingdom, his cities, islands, fortresses, camps, palaces, cor-
porations, senates, and courts of justice, but they spread the
light of God among the unknown people of distant and bar-
barous provinces. They established their Christian influence
among the Moors, the Germans, Gauls, Spaniards, Scythians,
Sarmatians, Dacians, Armedians, Egyptians, Medes, and the
inaccessible tribes of Britain. In every place in which man
dwelt the faith in Christ ever grew as a strong tree spreads
its branches in a protecting influence against the hellish
fury of a Pagan world.

“The signs and wonders wrought by the confessors of
Christ, and, above all, the joyful calmness with which they
encountered torture and death in their most terrible forms,
brought to the heathen the conviction that the God of the
Christians could alone be the true God. Not seldom it hap-
pened that whilst the most fearful martyrdoms were going |
on, voices were heard to cry from among the heathen spec-
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tators, ‘We are Christians also; kill us with them.” Thus
the blood of the martyrs was indeed the fruitful seed from
which Christians were brought forth in ;ver-in'creasing num-
bers.”

To estimate the millions of martyrs who fell during these
three hundred years of Pagan butchery is an impossibility.
In Rome alone, these ancient historians declare, not less than
2,600,000 suffered death in all the varied forms of persecu-
tion. Whqle cities of Christians were mowed down with this
pestilential fire of idolatrous oppression. But strong as was
the arm of despotism, yet stronger still was the blessed light
of the Spirit of God as he directed his children, and raised
up from the Pagan world new multitudes to proclaim Chris-
tianity as the one true religion of men. Well did Tertullian
exclaim to the heathens: ‘“Afflict us, torment us, crush us—
in proportion as we are mowed down we increase; the blood
of the martyrs is the seed of new Christians.”

THE CONVERSION OF CONSTANTINE.

Up to the time of Constantine the Great the life of the
Christian had bcen one of deepest persecution. During these
three hundred years the strength of Christianity had proved
its divine origin. No creed of man, or power of human
strength, could have withstood the constant mant'yrdom that
was continually following these patient followers of Christ.
Although Constantine was raised a Pagan, yet he was not
hard in heart, nor oppressive in his edicts. From his father
he had inherited toleration and compassion. His nature re-



68 CHRISTIAN PERSEOCUTIONS.

volted at the awful deeds of the bloody tyrant Diocletian, who
had so recently ravished the Christian world.

The government of Constantine was only a portion of the
Western division of the Roman empire, and comprised Spain,
Gaul, and Britain. The rest of this great empire was gov-
erned by the cruel and licentious rulers, Maxentius, Licinius,
and Maximin Daia, who were agreed in the persecution of
Christians. Constantine being considered weak-minded in
his oppression, and too tolerant in allowing Christian free-
dom, was declared incompetent to rule for the benefit of
Pagan Rome, and Maxentius decided he would overthrow
his power and establish a true Roman emperor.

These plans being communicated to Constantine, he de-
cided to cross the Alps, enter Italy, and push his way vic-
toriously to the very walls of Rome. “The world’s fate was
here to be decided. Constantine feared the superior strength
of the enemy. In his trouble he remembered the undis-
turbed prosperity enjoyed by his father, who had always
been the friend of the Christians, while so many emperors
hostile to them had died miserable deaths; and in fervent
prayer he turned himself to the Christian’s God. The result
justified his confidence, and in answer to his prayer, he and
all his host beheld in the sky a shining cross, with the words,
‘In this sign shalt thou conquer” He caused a standard to
be made after the pattern of this cross and borne before him
into tattle.”

Confident of divine aid, Constantine awaited the enemy’s
attack. The superstitious Maxentius had caused the Sibylline
books to be consulted, and the answer had been, ‘“The foe
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of Rome shall perish miserably.” Thus blinded he crossed
the Tiber and risked a decisive battle. After a severe struggle
his army fled in wild disorder. Thousands perished in the
waters of the Tiber, among them Maxentius himself, who
sprang fully armed into the river and sank in the mud.

Constantine entered the city victoriously, amid the re-
joicings of the people. Upon the triumphal arch which the
senate and people erected to him, and which is still standing
among the ruins of ancient Rome, this great victory is as-
cribed to the “decree of God.” Constantine, moreover, caused
his own statue to be set up, holding in his hand the cross,
with the inscription, “Through this saving sign have I freed
your city from the tyrant’s yoke, and have restored the Roman
people to their ancient splendor and high estate.”

Constantine now established the free worship of the Chris-
tian religion, and in his loyalty to his new faith, he built
splendid churches, showed greati honor and respect to the
priests, and in all things pertaining to the Church he con-
sidered the Pope the true head and authority. From this
time on Constantine believed he was chosen of God to be
the instrument for aiding the Church in extending to man
the knowledge of the true faith and worship of God.

With this faith he immediately began to make laws favor-
able to the Christians. He assured them that worship should
be free and unrestrained, and he ordered a restoration of
2ll landed estates that had been confiscated during their
persecutions. In his Christian laws he severely decreed
against immorality, and to check the practice of child-murder
so common among Pagans, the Emperort provided out of
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the state treasury, or from his private purse, the means by
which needy parents could support their children.

He sought, also, in many ways to ameliorate the wretched
condition of the slaves. Thenceforward any Christian could
free his slave in church in the presence of a priest, without
the ancient formalities, and to impart to him at the same
time all the rights of a Roman citizen. Bounds were set to
the hitherto unlimited powers of the master. - Slaves were
to be regarded as men, and whoever, therefore, killed a slave
was o be dealt with as a murderer. In order to sanctify
the Lord’s Day, public business and servile work was for-
bidden on it, both to Christians and heathens.

While Constantine was extending the cause of Chris-
tianity over his dominions, his brother-in-law, Licinius, had
assumed, in the East, an increasing hostility to Constantine
* and his Christianity, and resolved, in the year 323, to wage
a decisive battle to determine Which religion would prevail—
Paganism or Christianity. Accordingly he published a
solemn proclamation declaring that this battle would de-
termine the true God of worship. Constantine assembled his
‘roops beneath the standard of the cross, and with the words
“God the Savior,” for his battle cry, he threw himself upon
the eiemy near Adrianople and defeated him with great loss.
His victory over Licinius was complete, and he was now the
sole ruler of the empire.

The East received his Christian influence, and what he
had accomplished in the West he now brought forth with re-
newed splendor in the East. Ruined and wasted churches
soon rose in greater beauty and splendor. At Rome, Nico-
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media, Antioch, Tyre, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem he built
new churches and endowed them with rich gifts of money
and landed wealth. But his greatest care was in his new
capital of Byzantium, or, as it was now called, Constantinople,
in honor of his mame. In the most splendid apartment of the
imperial palace he placed a golden cross adorned with pre-
cious stones.

He converted the heathen temples into Christian churches,
and built new ones of astonishing size and beauty. In every
way he sought to make manifest his love and veneration for
the Christian religion. He provided for the splendor of all
pertaining to the divine offices, and caused numerous copies
of the sacred books to be made.

That the priests might be able to devote themselves
without interruption to the duties of their office he secured
to them ample revenues and freed them from civil burdens.
Many churches received rich endowments, and every citizen
was free, if he chose, to bequeath his property to the Church
by will. He surrounded himself with learned bishops that
he might receive instruction and conduct his authority in a
true Christian spirit. He regarded the Pope as the head of
the Church and continually expressed his devotion to the
Holy Catholic Church.

By these examples of Constantine thousands of heathens
were converted to Christianity. The false gods were aban-

doned and their temples deserted. It was not a reign of per- -~

secution, but a reign of noble deeds, of charity, and filial

devotion to the teachings of Christ. By these demonstrations

of love and the spreading of comforts and blessings, he con-
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quered heathenism, and in a short time the Christian religion
,  was permanently established in the Roman empire.

e JULIAN, THE APOSTATE.

,.'f)A Roman idolatry was not destined to die without one last
v *\., < f)erate struggle. Hardly twenty-five years had passed after
‘;°';;~”: .,*v the death of Constantine, when we find the dying embers of
J A0 YPaganism revived by the official authority of Julian, the

o Apostate. This emperor was a nephew of Constantine, and
o<\ ¢ Was reared a Christian, but in his youth he was secretly taught

~

£ Q,"’"," in classic literature the pagan worship. He secretly read the
» paga p

L,:'};-*A \" writings of Celsus, Lucian, Pythagoras, and many other

Il v pagan writers. His love for paganism increased, and while

, ha carefully disguised his true sentiments, and even assumed
the bearing of a zealous Christian, yet he secretly dreamed
of re-establishing the worship of the mythical gods.

Julian, on assuming the office of emperor, threw off his
mask of Christian falsehood and openly espoused the pagan
cause. The empire was alarmed at this revelation of a new
pagan force. It had come to them like a thunderbolt from
a clear sky. Julian had been Christian in all the demonstra-
tions of life, and now to denounce its teachings, to deny
Christ. to deny the divinity of God, caused consternation
among the populace. He was about to strike the Christian

< world with the cherished dream of his youth.
. - It was no longer necessary to cover his wicked purposes.
! o He would exclude the Christians, which he now called Gali-
BN leeans, from office of public trust. He would compel them
to rebuild the pagan temples that had been destroyed, and
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again honor pagan priests. The idols of worship were re-

stored and Christians compelled to salute them in the pagan

form of worship, and to how down to them. He also sought

to sow the seeds of discord among the followers of Christ, by o Wt

bringing up ancient controversies and seeking to expose the ‘,)

clergy to the mistrust of the people. g(::P - "4,-".
He deprived the clergy of revenues granted by prevnous,c/"

emperors. He composed a book on what he called the scien- ¢

tific exposition of Christian faith, ridiculing Christ after the

manner of Lucian and Celsus, and finally he commanded the , .

Jews to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem in order to nullify = ¢

the prophecy of Christ. In this last order he signally failed. “

Twice the work on the temple was suspended by divine inter-

position and the work had to be abandoned. Julian was ex-

ceedingly moved by an unknown fear in his second attempt

to rebuild the temple, and without further demonstration

abandoned the project.
If we follow this apostate we find him seeking ever);“; S

means to elevate the cause of paganism. He described the .« - (.

Christian religion as 3 combination of human inventions, the *** g

authors being the worst elements of Judaism and Heathenism. 4 =~

He denied the divinity of Christ and ridiculed baptism and

penance. He assailed the power of the Holy Ghost and the

union of the most Holy Trinity. He attacked the Old Testa-

ment as invented history, without divine authority, and in his

desperation to advance paganism he declared that the whale

glory of the Roman empire was the result of the worship of

the gods, and whatever misfortune had befallen them was

the result of neglect by the introduction of Christianity.
(8
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He appealed to the pagans to become more zealous, more
earnest in their supplications, more devout in their lives, and
to rally to the rescue of Rome. The people were exhorted
against the dangers of Christianity, and its followers were
represented as ignorant, incapable of study, intolerant, her-
etical, fanatical, when compared with pagan philosophers,
authors, historians and the extensive knowledge of the many.
If Christ had been more than a good, just, upright man, would
not our learned men have known it? If he had come to
instruct men would he not have commenced at the highest?
If he had been the real Christ, would his own people, the
Jews, have crucified him? Away with such chaff. The péople
have been misled, imposed upon, and deceived through the
power of mind over mind, jugglery over appearances, and
witchcraft over the power for good.

In order to cement his statements of ignorance and vile
denunciations against Christ, he extended greater privileges
to pagan priests; gave them greater solemnity in the cere-
monial of worship; prepared more magnificent raiment; in-
stituted song service; a similarity of Christian preaching; or-
ganized a system of rules of order for the conduct of priests
in the homes of the people; adopted a discipline of penance
and excommunication. He also conceived the idea of work-
ing upon the feelings of the peopl® by building benevolent
institutions; asylums for the old and young; institutions of
learning, and institutions for the afflicted. In his institutions
of learning he placed pagan philosophy and pagan literature,
and by every means sought to make proselytes to paganism.
But ke it said to the great credit of Christianity, that while it
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did not materially injure the Church, yet it did not materially
advance paganism.

Julian, seeing his ill-success against the Christians, was
excited with great wrath, which carried him to the stage
of madness. He planned new modes of persecution, and a
most disastrous result would have occurred over his bitter-
ness and disappointment, but for his death, which took place
in 363, less than two years after ascending the throne. Thus
died one of the most dangerous men to the cause of Chris-
tianity. To obtain his position he covered his shameless head
with the cloak of devout Christianity, and practiced the faith,
only to become an apostate of deadly hate and most cruel
persecution. When dying he exclaimed: “O Galileean, thon
hast conquered”! This persecution is recorded as: “It was
but a little cloud that passed away.”

After the death of Julian paganism rapidly declined.
Sophists sought to stay the tide of degeneration, but to no
avail. The power of paganism was broken, the glory of God
was made manifest, and the Church firmly established, as
was decreed by Christ and his apostles.



CHAPTER VIIL
THE CRUSADES.

HILE a short description of these important periods in

the world’s history may not be closely identified with

the object of this publication, yet there is so much of Christian
ardor, and Christian love and veneration for the Holy City,
and the land where Jesus dwelt, that to record the events of
Christian persecution during the early centuries, and not pre-
pare a chapter on these remarkable Crusades, would drop a
link in the wonderful chain of evidence that the Spirit of Christ
has ever followed and sustained his people in their afflictions.
We often hear public speakers, or writers, mention the
Crusades, but few of us realize their meaning. We do not com-
prehend the extent to which great military expeditions were
undertaken by the Christian nations of Europe, who organized
vast armies for the purpose of rescuing from the hands of the
Mohammedans the holy places of Palestine. To some these
expeditions may appear as the result of fanaticism rather
than the furthering of a noble and glorious purpose. But
discuss it as we may, the fact remains that the Christians
werc in earnest; they exhibited the same desire to serve God, -
to protect the sacred lands of our Savior, as did the followers
of Christ who remained true to His teachingé under the perse-
cutions of Nero, or Diocletian. If it was fanaticism to protect
the grave of Jesus, then it is fanaticism to‘remember Him by

the countless means of adoration.”
76
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So great was their devotion to the Savior of the world,
that even the thought that the land of His birth and cruci-
fixion was in the hands of infidels was distressing to them.
The greater their love for Jesus, the greater their veneration
for the Holy City. Bethlehem, Judea, Jerusalem, and Cal-
vary, were sacred to the memory of Christ and must be pre-
served from the hands of those who could not appreciate the
holy memories, or who, from wanton cruelty, would desecrate
and destroy every object of veneration.

The Crusades are usually divided into four different im-
portant periods, although others were instituted, but not with
the same heroic purpose and the same sacrifice of life. These
“Minor Crusades,” while they were organized with the same
enthusiasm, yet the results were unimportat;t, and unless we
itemize history, they ate not usually enumerated.

To thoroughly understand the objects of those military
achievements we must go back to the year 638, when the
Arablan Moslems had seized Jerusalem and the Holy Land,
and although it was in the hands of the infidels, yet the
Christians were given all their rights of worship, and even the
sacred places of veneration were protected from the hand of
destruction, not because of their love for Christ, but for love
of revenue, each ‘pilgrim Christian being taxed in some man-
ner for the privilege of visiting and worshiping at these holy
shrines. No pilgrim was allowed to enter the most sacred
places without he paid the tribute of a piece of gold.

For over four hundred years the land of our Savior was
held as a ransom for the Christian world. The Moslems were
awake to the necessity of carefully protecting every renowned
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spot or place, every scene or relic, for by these holy
remembrances they gathered the tributes which were imposed
upon Christians, and which were joyfully paid, so eager were
they to see and be where Christ had been. As these great
interests were cared for by apparently loving hands, the pil-
grims were satisfied, not caring who controlled the govern-
ment, as long as all the liberties of worship were accorded
them. But when the land fell into the hands of the Turks,
then followed a line of persecution, misery, sacrilege, and
destruction.

The Turks disregarded the revenue clause of their prede-
cessors, and in brutal insolence trampled upon every Chris-
tian right. To them tHere were no Christian rights. Jerusa-
lem was the property of the Turks, and every sacred spot, and
even the Mount of Calvary, and the grave of Jesus, was theirs.
By the right\of force they could defile these sacred places and
trample upon Christian worship with all the coarse indiffer-
ence of a savage nation. They never knew Christ, and in
their ignorance could not reverence his name, nor could they
tolerate any religion that opposed theirs.

Christians were regarded as slaves, and the pilgrims were
insulted, persecuted, robbed, and even denied admission to
the Holy City. Thousands being thus refused, died within
sight of the great objects of their pilgrimage. Although denied
the blessed privilege of walking where once our Savior trod,
or worshiping at the shrine for which the heart had so long
yearned, yet they sang songs of praise for being permitted to
see, even if they could not kneel, at the tomb of Jesus. With
these songs as the last utterance of a sacrificed life they lay
down and died.
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The conditions, now, of the Christians, were most pitiable
indeed. Not only were they denied the privilege of pilgrim-
age, but they were dragged to tortures most terrible, and
forced to deny their faith. But be it said to their great glory,
few yielded to the cruelty of their oppressors. Here, again, we
find the same determined faith that has ever characterized the
Christian in the field of persecution. So devoted were they to
their religion that “to die was gain,” and now to surrender
their faith for exemption from bodily pain was impossible,
and as such, could not be considered.

The churches of Jerusalem were either destroyed, or, to
grieve the spirits of the devout Christians, they were turned
into stables. Even the magnificent church of the Resurrection
was destroyed and all the objects of veneration cast into the
fire. Once when the Christians were at divine service, a mob
of unbelievers rushed into the sanctuary, sprang upon the
altar, flung down the chalice, and catching the patri-
arch by the hair and beard dragged him to the ground and
in other ways persecuted him and his followers.

It was this condition which existed when Peter the Hermit
made his pilgrimage in 1093 to the Holy Sepulcher. The
sacrilege of the infidels, the desolation of the holy places, the
piteous distress of the Christians, filled his heart with com-
passion and his eyes with tears. His sorrow over these
scenes of idolatrous desecration awoke in him a deep desire
to rescue these places of Christian veneration from the hands
of the Turks. Christ’s people were being ground beneath the
yoke of oppression, and they must be free. Accordingly he
determined to devote himself to the great task of redemption,
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and after fervently praying for the preservation of his people
and the tomb of his Redeemer, he hastened homewards,
where, on his arrival, he communicated to Pope Utrban II the
wretched and deplorable situation of the Christians, and ex-
plained to him the condition of the holy relics. He earnestly
pleaded for assistance in the great undertaking which he had
planned.

The Pope received Peter with favor, and heard with deep
sympathy the persecutions of his followers in Jerusalem, and
with deepest love for Christian humanity he authorized Peter
to make known everywhere the oppression that existed, and
the necessity of a strong invasion by Western Christians to
drive the enemies of Christ from these sacred lands and to
restore the worship of God where, of all places, it-should
remain pure and undefiled. The Pope also declared that he
would call together the influential and pious princes, bishops,
and laymen of the West ‘and urge them to organize a mighty
army to give battle to this powerful fce that was now destroy-
ing Christianity and threatening with destruction the entire
sacred institutions of the Holy Land.

Peter, filled with patriotic and pious longings, zealously
described to the people of France and Italy the impending
fate of Jerusalem. He was stopped neither by fatigue nor
difficulties, but hurried from city to city, from hamlet to ham-
let, addressing the multitudes in the churches, the streets, or
in the open fields, describing the conditions of their brethren,
and the unholy hordes that were now devastating the land of
Jesus. The crowds were fired with sympathy, or indignation,
as he recited the sufferings at the hands of the infidels, or
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pictured the profanation of the holy places by the presence
and insults of those Turkish barbarians. Not since the days
of Christ and his Apostles were the people 2o enthused as
they were now over the words of Peter. With one accord they
arose to offer their fortunes and their lives. It was one grand
demonstration of fillal devotion to the cause of Christianity.
In November, 1095, Pope Urban summoned a great coun-
cil at Clearmont, in France, where there gathered together
fourteen archbishops, three humdtred bishops, four hundred
abbots, ‘and thousands of knights, princes, and laymen.
Amidst profound silence Peter pictured, in glowing words,
to the listening crowd the misery and sufferings of the Eastern
Christians, and the profanation of the grave of Jesus. He
declared that no man could describe the awful persecution
which was at that moment being waged against their Chris-
tian brethren. No eye remained dry; all present wept and
sighed. The fervent appeal of Peter had stirred the soul’s

longing, to not only liberate their brethren but to rescue the ;v *

Holy Land from the hand of the desecrator.

The Holy Father, being deeply moved, then addrcssed I:fg.

hearers: “Beloved brethren, the Land of Promise, the cradle
of the Savior, the land in which was consummated the work of
our salvation, is in the power of an impious people, dogs have
entered the sanctuary, and the Holy of Holies is defiled. The
faithful lie slain in the churches, and neither age nor sex is
spared. The blood of the saints is poured out like water, and
there are none there to bury their bodies. Who can hear this
with dry eyes? Better for us that we had never been born
than that we should see the ruin of our people and of the

A
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A
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Holy City, and yet sit still and let the enemy work his plcas-
ure. Arm yourselves with the zeal of God, beloved brothers;
gird on your swords, and show yourselves sons of the Mighty
One. Better it is to die in battle tham to see the sufferings
of our people and of the saints. Go forth, and God will be
- with you. Turn those weapons with which you now so wick-
edly make war on one another and spill the blood of your
brethren, against the enemy of the Christian faith and name.
God wills it! Trusting in His mercy, and in the power of the
holy Apostles Peter and Paul, we remit to all the faithful who
shall assume arms in a spirit of true piety, and who take on
them the labors of this pilgrimage, all the penances laid upon
them for their sins; and whoever shall die on this journey will,
if truly penitent, receive without doubt remission of all their
sins, and enter into life everlasting. None shall venture to
molest the goods or the families of the absent pilgrims; we
place them and theirs under the protection of the Holy
Church.”

So great was the earnest enthusiasm for the relief of dis-
tressed Christians and the restoration of the land of Jesus
from the hands of infidels that the entire multitude cried:
“God wills it! God wills it!” “Be these words,” the Pope
replied, “your battle-cry in every danger; be the Cross your
sign of strength and of humility, and the gracious Mother of
God your patroness.” .

With wild scenes of joy at the prospect of an universal
uprising against the Turkish enemy the council dispersed,
each eager to spread the news and urge their friends to join
the great army of Crusaders. The inspiration that had seized
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the members of this council spread with lightning rapidity,
and soon the whole country was aflame to that cry of freedom.
Their brethren in Jerusalem were being cruelly persecuted
and the sacred land of our Lord was made desolate by the
hands of a barbarous horde. Down with the tyrants! Down
with usurpers of Christian rights! was rung from one end of the
country to the other. France and Italy had never before
beheld such loyalty to the cause of Christian humanity. Towns
and villages became the camping grounds of a mighty army.
Everywhere men were arming themselves, fired with the zeal
of vengeance. Counts left their castles, princes their pos-
sessions, the peasant his plow, and the monk his cell. Even
women and children became imbued with the inspiration of
action and clamored for the right to assist in this great un-
dertaking.

Murderers and robbers came forth from their hiding-
places, and in atonement for their sins, offered to join the holy
war. The same universal spirit seemed to pervade the entire
people. Strife,feud,and oppression everywhere ceased, national
difficulties were wiped away, and all longed for the hour when
they should start. So great was the desire of the people to
avenge the wrongs at Jerusalem that many beseeched Peter to
lead them at once against the enemy, and before the regular
organized Crusade began its march 80,000 enthusiastic and
impatient Christians started by an overland route through
Germany and Hungary to Constantinople. Thousands fell in
battle with the natives of the countries through which they
passed, and thousands more perished miserably with hunger-
and exposure. Those who crossed the Bosporus were at-
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tacked by the Turks, who were informed of their coming, and
were mercilessly slaughtered.

Thus perished the vanguard of this wonderful detnon-
stration for the liberation of the Holy Land. Few of this first
great army of Christians lived to relate the suffering, the
pious longing to setrve the followets of Christ, or to see, or
feel, the first elements of success. Theits was tlie beginning,
atid in this consolation they laid down their lives, knowing
that their misfortunes wotild pave thé way for the success of
those who were to follow,

Meanwhile the great armies of the West were beinhg trained
and disciplined, and hotte but those who were earnest cham-
" pions of the holy cause wete accepted. No curser, blas-
phemer, nor even a mischief-making petson was taken. God-
frey of Bouillon, Duke of Lorraine, and Tancred, “the mirror
of knighthood,” were among the most noted leaders of the
different divisions of the army. The camp of Godfrey was a
model of perfection. Strict religious exercises were observed,
and no man was requested to remain who did not feel that
he was called by Heaven to answer the prayers of Jerusalem,
Morning and evening all joined in prayer to God, and psalms
and hymns in praise to Christ, His DBlessed Mother, the
Saints, and all the heavenly throng. Besides these devotional
duties they would unite in the wild spirit of chivalry, and the
camps wotuld resound from one end to the other with patriotic
and warlike songs. No army was ever established with such
true devotion, such heartfelt sympathy, and such fetvent zeal.
Each sought to outvie the other in matks of obedience.and
discipline, and the whole was a grand consummation of pious
love and reverence.
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The expedition numbered about 700,000 men, of whom
fully 100,000 were mailed knights, They traversed Europe
‘by different routes and re-gssembled at Constantinople. After
crossing the Bosporus, the first brilliant achievement of the
Christians was a great victory before the walls of Nicaza, the
Turkish capital, in Bithynia. The Mahometan hosts fought
with desperation. The assaults of the Christians were as a
mighty hurricane as they threw themselves against the walls
and defenses. On to Jerusalem! was the battle-crj, and again
and again did they attack ‘the fortifications until the walls
yielded and the enemy were driven from the city.

Having captured this stronghold of Mahomet they set out
across Asia Minor for Syria. Fearful sufferings followed
their pathway through that immense uninhabitable waste. The
line of their drearv march between Nicza and Antioch was
whitened with the bones of nearly one-hakf of their numbers.
But so great was their faith in God that no complaints escaped
their lips and no disloyalty was made manifest. From the
beginning they had consecrated their lives, and in this conse-
cration they would live or die.

At Antioch the Crusaders saw a fortress so strong that
but for their confidence in God they could never have suc-
ceeded in its capture. But to them there was no defeat. “God
wills it! God wills it!” ever sounded in their ears, and in the
nspiration of an assured victory they rushed to the assault.
When we understand that the city was encircled with an im-
mense wall more than fourteen feet in thickness and was com-
manded with four hundred and fifty high towers, and defended
with a powerful army, we can imagine something of the super-
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human strength, courage and valor it required to capture it.
Yet to this Christian army there could be no defeat. With
the thought of soon seeing the, l‘)'lessed land of Jesus they
mounted those powerful walls, threw down their enemies, and
in triumph entered the city.

We now come to the approach of the long-desired city of

"Jerusalem. It was June, 1099, when the Crusaders neared the

goal of their ambitions. All night long they pushed forward
without rest, so eager were they to see the Holy City by the
light of the rising sun. The weary were assisted by those who
were strong, and all vied with each other in the manifestations
of courage and endurance. When at last the City of Jerusalem
‘burst upon their view, a perfect delirium of joy seized them.
The horsemen dismounted, and fell upon their knees and
kissed the earth, shedding tears of joy. They embraced one
another, and cried like children. The pent-up enthusiasm now
found vent in these unbounded manifestations of gladness.
Had heaven descended with all its glorious brightness, the
vision could not have been more inspiring than this vision of
the Holy City. They had comquered the wilderness, the
armies of oppression, and now, in the faith of God, they would
soon expel the defiling hordes of infidelity.

As they passed on they took off their shoes, and marched
with uncovered heads and bare feet, singing the words of the
prophet: “Jerusalem, lift up thine eyes, and behold the libera-
tor, who comces to break thy chains.” The magnificent army of
700,000 men was now reduced to a mere pittance of its orig-
inal numbers. They could scarcely number 20,000 foot and
1,500 horse, and before them was the strongly fortified city of
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Jerusalem with an army of 40,000 well-armed men. The Cru-
saders were almost worn out with fatigue and exposure, and
yet, with this unequal contest before them, they would not
even hesitate, nor seek to regain their strength, but with the
impetuous longing to rescue their brethren and to know and
feel that the land of their Savior was once more free, they
rushed into the mad conflict. They believed that God had
guided them through these long difficulties, and that now, as
they approached the City of God, He would not desert them.
With this faith and confidence, the champions of the Cross
could not be discouraged, nor could they be defeated.

On the sixth day after their arrival they attacked the outer
defenses with such courage and valor that the enemy became
alarmed and retired within the inner walls, which had the
appearance of being impregnable. Where, in all that trecless
waste, could they find material from which they could con-
struct battering-rams? Without these necessary implements
of warfare, how could they ever break into the city of Jerusa-
lem? They had captured the outer defenses, but the strength
of a wondrous construction faced them, and meant apparent
defeat. Parties were dispatched to scour the country and
find, if possible, some substance which could be used with
sufficient force to break the gates that separated them from
the city.

Was it God’s providence that led them to a valley near
Bethlehem, where huge trunks of trees lay buried beneath the
earth? Great was the rejoicing when the glad tidings were
brought of this rich discovery. All vied with each other in
the work of excavation and in the construction of huge bat-
tering-rams and other engines of attack. ,
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The Christian camp, in the meanwhile, was suffering much
from the great scarcity of water, The sun’s heat was almost
unbearable, and the infidels had destroyed all the springs and
other means of obtaining water, The animals were dying of
thirst, and noxious vapors poisoned the air. The only water
supply was six miles distant, and each time these valiant fol-
lowers of Christ sought to renew their supply they must fight
their way through the enemy’s outlying bands, To these
sifferings we must add that of starvatibn, for nowhere could
there be new supplies outside the gates of Jerusalem,

During this distressing period the joyful news reached
them that a Genoese fleet had just landed at Joppa, bringing
provisions, tools, and skilled workmen., Again did these
valiant Crusaders see the hand of Providence. Without this
needed assistance fhey must have perished outside the gates
of Jerusalem. Now they coukl be relieved of their pressing
necessities, and with the skill of their new friends they could
proceed to a systemmatic mode of attack.




CHAPTER VIII.
THE CRUSADES—CONTINUED.

N the morning of July 8 the whole host left the camp,
and, preceded by priests in white vestments, bearing
crosses, banner, and relics, they marched barefooted to the
Holy City, invoking with prayers and psalms the help of

God and the saints. Mass was said within sight of Calvary,
and on the Mount of Olives the Flemish priest, Arnulf, and

Peter of Amiens, so powerfully addressed the army that all,
leaders and followers alike, grasped each others’ hands, and
swore to stand by one another truly till death.

After a few feints, the real siege began on the 14th of
July. In all the camp there was not one who was not inspired
with martial ardor; the sick, old men and boys, even the very
women, took up arms. With bold hearts they drew their
besieging engines to the walls. Showers of arrows were
poured on them by the enemy, and huge stones, beams,
torches, and burning pitch flung down upon them. But the
Crusaders stood firm, till night put an end to the struggle.
Day had scarcely begun to dawn when each was again at his
post. The battle raged as fiercely as before, and with un-
flagging energy. But the storm lasted many hours, and the
victory was not yet gained.. The strength of the Christians
flagged, when suddenly, just at the hour our Lord died upon
the cross, a knight with a shining shield appeared upon the

side of the Mount of Olives, and signed to them to continue
(7) 89
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the struggle. ‘Do you see the heavenly sign’? Godfrey
exclaimed with joy. The Christians again took courage,
shouting loudly, ‘God helps us! God wills it They pushed
forward with renewed vigor, broke through the outer wall,
and flung the drawbridges from Godfrey’s tower across to
the inner wall. Led by Godfrey, they rushed bold as lions on
the unbelievers, drove them from the walls and towers, and
opened the gates. In poured the whole Christian host, and a
desperate battle ensued within the city.”

A terrible slaughter of the infidels now took place. For
seven days the carnage went on. Blood flowed in streams,
and the unbelievers lay slain by thousands in the houses,
streets, and public places. So great was this vengeance that
scarcely any of the Moslem faith were left alive. The Chris-
tians had accomplished the great work of their mission.
Jerusalem had surrendered, and the Holy Land was once
more in the hands of those who loved God.

After the city had been duly secured and sentinels placed
in all the towers, the blood-stained victors laid aside their
arms, changed their garments, and then barefooted, many of
them on their knees, went humbly and with tears of thanks-
giving, to visit those sacred spots which our Lord had hal-
lowed by His presence. “It was a most fair sight,” writes
William, Archbishop of Tyre, “to see with what fervent devo-
tion the people trod the holy places, and with what spiritual
joy and exultation they kissed the spots where our Lord had
suffered. All wept and sighed, not from sorrow and anguish,
but from the ardor of piety and the abundance of interior joy.
Some confessed their sins to God, vowing never to return to
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them; others gave all they had .to the poor, because they
counted that God had given them the highest riches in allow-
ing them to see that day.”

Great was the rejoicing of the delivered Christians. Their
gratitude knew no bounds. They had endured the persecution
of the infidels, and now they were free. They kissed their
deliverers and offered them all their possessions. In their
frenzied joy fhey prayed to God with all the fervency of a
devout spirit. Feasts were instituted in perpetual memory of
the wonderful deliverances which had been secured. The
bishops and priests offered the holy sacrifice in the churches,
prayed for the people, and returned thanks for the miracles
which had been shown unto them.

In the establishment of government all with one voice
voted in favor of Godfrey, the most valiant and devoted of the
Crusader knights. The prince refused the title and vestments
of royalty, declaring that he would never wear a crown of
gold in the city where his Lord and Master, the king of kings,
had worn a crown of thorns, and the only title he would accept
was that of “Guardian of the Holy Sepulcher.”

Hardly had Godirey converted chaos into order, when he
ascertained that the Sultan of Egypt was fast approaching
with an army of 300,000 men to save the sinking power of
Islam from destruction. Against this mighty host Godfrey
had scarcely 20,000 to oppose them. This unequal contest
must decide the fate of Jerusalem. Godirey called his fol-
lowers together and eloquently pictured their desperate con-
dition, and the sad fate of defeat. They had overcome every
obstacle in their march of progress; they had delivered their
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brethren from the hands of infidels, and had rescued the tomb
of their Savior from the hand of destruction. God had given
them strength to subdue their enemies, and now, in the final
struggle, the same God would watch over them and give
victory to their arms. His eloquence moved his followers to
the same eagerness to fight that always animated them. Thrice
welcomed was this new opportunity to prove their loyalty
and devotion. They had seen the fall of the Moslem power
in Jerusalem, and they had worshiped at the grave of Jesus,
and now in the fullness of a glorious thanksgiving they
eagerly besought Godfrey to lead them to battle.

Trusting in God’s protection Godfrey faced his army
towards the advancing foe, and with the Cross borne before
them as an emblem of faith in Divine assistance they went to
meet the enemy. Near Ascalon they encountered the camp
of this great Egyptian army. Immediately all fell upon their
knees and earnestly besought help from above. The mag-
nificent army of the Sultan was ‘before them. They had come
to avenge the death of the followers of Islam, to annihilate
Christianity, and to capture Jerusalem. Others than these
Crusaders, who were filled with the conscious power of God,
would have feared in this unequal battle, but to Godfrey and
his heroic band there could be only victory, even if the whole
Islam force of idolatrous worshipers were before them. These
Christians knew no fear, and, inspired from on high for the
conflict, they would break all opposition, destroy the power
of armies, and drive into exile those who denied Christ and
would defile his Holy Land.

The battle was fought. Godfrey and his troops were vic-




THE CRUSADES. 93

torious. They defeated the Moslems with great slaughter,
and seized their camp. Thus defeated, the Sultan retreated to
his own lands, leaving the Christians with a glorious victory
and complete dominion in Palestine. Thus ended the first
great Crusade against the infidels of the East for the restora-
tion of the land of Jerusalem.

THE SECOND CRUSADE.

The Second Crusade occurred during the years 1147 to
1149. In the year 1146, the city of Edessa, the greatest defense
to Jerusalem on the side towards Mesopotamia, was taken by
the Turks, and the entire population was murdered or sold
into slavery. It is estimated that the Mussulmans slew
30,000 of the inhabitants and carried 16,000 into slavery.
This disaster threw the entire West into a state of greatest
alarm, lest the little Christian state, which was established at
such cost of tears and suffering, should again be overwhelmed
with infidelity, and all the holy places become a desolation.

Pope Eugenius III commissioned St. Bernard, an eloquent
monk, to preach a new Crusade in France and Germany. The
scenes that marked the opening of the First Crusade were
now repeated in all the countries of the West. St. Bernard
was the second Peter the Hermit, and wherever he went
great multitudes gathered to listen to his burning appeals. He
went everywhere exhorting the Christians to arise in defense
of the birthplace of their religion. Edessa had been captured
and its people slain, and now in the flush of victory they
would march upon Jerusalem, and naught could stay the
desecration that would soon follow.
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St. Bernard was spreading the holy enthusiasm, and the
contagion seized not only barons, knights, and the common
people, which classes composed the armies of the First Cru-
sade, but kings and emperors were now infected with the
sacred frenzy. Jerusalem was in danger and the fever of
excitement was wild to defeat the Turkish enemy. Louis VII
of France, and Conrad 1II, emperor of Germany, were fore-
most in the establishment of powerful armies. Louis was led
to this undertaking as a penance—remorse of conscience—
for having perpetrated an act of great cruelty uponhisrevolting
subjects, which act was the burning of thirteen hundred peo-
ple in a church, whither they had fled for refuge. To atone
for this sin he would personally lead an army to the relief of
Jerusalem, and if in this act of Christian piety he should lose
his life, or suffer the distress of privations, then, in a measure,
he might free his conscience from its deep remorse.

The success of this magnificent army of Crusaders was
turned to a disastrous defeat when they crossed to Asia Minor,
and be it said to the eternal shame of the Greeks, their em-
peror, Manuel, through the jealousy of the Western successcs,
and enthusiasm, caused the Crusading army to be misled
through waste and trackless regions, where, through hunger
and exposure, and the swords of the Turks, a great part
~ perished, so that it was with a small remnant of their followers
that the princes reached the end of their journey.

Thus was rendered futile, through treacherous jealousy,
the Second Crusade against the barbarous hordes, who were
decoming stronger and stronger, and were even threatening
Constantinople. Im later years, as though it were a judgment
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sent against the Greek emperors, Constantinople was captured

by the infidels. Had the Second Crusade met with its antici-
pated success, by the defeat of these gathering hordes of Mos-
lems, the future history of the Christian Greeks might have
been different and their beloved city would not have fallen
into the hands of their enemies. But judgment or no judg-
ment, the great struggle of 1453, when the Turks succeeded
in obtaining the mastery over a large portion of the Eastern
Empire, was due to their own local quarrels and the blind
jealousy of their Western neighbors.

THE THIRD CRUSADE.

The Third Crusade occurred in 1189 to 1192, and was in-
stituted because of the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin, the
Sultan of Egypt. It was now scarcely ninety years since these
holy lands had been rescued from the hands of the infidels,
but from a lack of union between the Eastern and Western

divisions of Christianity, the Moslems had gathered courage.-

and strength and were now the masters of the Holy City. On
the bloody field of Hittin they destroyed the Christian army,
imprisoned the King of Jerusalem and forced his capital to
surrender. Thus did the Holy City, for which hundreds of
thousands of Christians had joyfully surrendered the pleasures
of earth, and through the terrible march of destitution, of holy
sacrifice, had given their lives and shed their blood, now again
fall into the hands of the infidels. The holy places were being
desecrated, and the Cross, the Christian’s sign of faith and
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endurance, was scorned, insulted, and trampled under foot. .
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This condition of things was most heart-rending to the
devout Christians of. the West, and although there was no
Peter or St. Bernard to stir the multitudes with the pictured
scenes of persecution and desolation, yet they were ever
ready to respond to the call of loyalty to the holy land of Jesus.

Three great sovereigns united in this third defense, or
rather protection, of the lands of Palestine. Frederick Bar-
barossa of Germany, Philip Augustus of France, and Richard
I of England, assumed the Cross, and each at the head of a
large army, set out for the recovery of the Holy City and the
land of Christian veneration.

The English king, Richard, afterwards given the title of
the “Lion-hearted,” in memory of his noble and heroic ex-
ploits in Palestine, became the central figure among the
Christian knights of this Crusade. Besides his deeds of valor,
and his ardent desire to redeem the land of Christ from its
enemies, he was equally zealous in his determination at home
to raise money to defray the necessary expenses of his cam-
paign. He imposed enormous taxes on all classes, sold
offices, positions, and royal lands, and when questioned re-
garding his means of raising money, replied, “I would sell the
city of London, if I could find a purchaser”!

The German army, under Frederick, while crossing to
Asia Minor, met with an awful defeat. The hardships- had
decimated their ranks, and, unable to withstand the fierce
assaults of the Turks, the Christians were completely routed.
The emperor was drowned while crossing a swollen stream,
and the survivors of the army, disheartened by the loss of
their leader, returned to Germany.
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The English and French sovereigns were more success-
ful than the emperor of Germany. They first met the enemy
beneath the walls of Acre, where the most desperate and long-
est siege ever held in Asia, occurred. It is estimated that
over 600,000 were engaged in the investment of the place, but
at last the Crusaders forced the place to surrender. During
this siege_ the renowned Saladin, the chief of the Moham-
medans, fought with wonderful heroism to render relief to his
garrison, but again and again he was repulsed, until, subdued
by the force of Christian strength, he ceased to attack.

During Richard’s march through Palestine this Turkish

chief was his most obstinate as well as his most chivalrous
enemy. Once, when Saladin ascertained that Richard was
sick with a fever, and knowing that he must be poorly sup-
plied with delicacies, he sent him a gift of the choicest fruits
of the land. And again, when Richard’s horse had been killed
in battle, he caused a magnificent Arabian steed to be led to
the camp of the Christians as a present for his rival.

For two years Richard and Saladin were in almost daily
combat for the possession of the tomb of Christ. These two
generals could neither conquer nor be eonquered, and finally
Richard concluded a treaty of peace for three years and eight
months with Saladin. This treaty gave to the Christians,
during the period of time mentioned, free access to the holy
places; they were also to remain in undisturbed possession of
the coast from Jaffa to Tyre. Thus closed the last of the Cru-
sades which were directed wholly to the recovery of Palestine
from the hands of the infidels. The others which followed
either did not accomplish the objects sought, or they were

Jesed
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‘diverted from their purpose by different conditions which
arose, chief among which was the ambition of selfish rulers.

THE FOURTH CRUSADE (1202-1204).

This Crusade relates more especially to the trouble exist-
ing between the Eastern and Western divisions of the Chris-
tian Church. The Eastern, or Greek divfsion, had become
overbearing and demonstrative against the Roman Church,
and in their hostility demanded the right to dictate the powers
of the Popes, the proper form of worship, and the designation
of objects of veneration. In this Crusade the Western Chris-
tians, instead of reaching Jerusalem, captured Constantinople,
overthrew a usurper who had seized the Byzantine throne, and
restored Alexius as the rightful claimant.

Scarcely was Alexius seated on the throne, before another
revolt broke out, and he met his death. The Crusaders were
now determined to seize the capital and place a Western
prince on the throne of Constantine. The struggle was des-
perate, but finally Constantinople was the second time taken
by storm, and sacked, and Baldwin, Count of Flanders, was
crowned Emperor of the East.

This new control of the Eastern Empire lasted but little
more than half a century, when the Greeks, in 1261, succeeded
in regaining the throne, which was held by them until Con-
stantinople was captured by the Turks in 1453.

THE CHILDREN’S CRUSADE (1212).

To complete this chapter without giving the children of
that period their just due would be a gross injustice to them.
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Strange as it may seem to us, it is nevertheless true that the
religious fervor became so inspiring that nearly 100,000 chil-
dren were seized with the belief that for them was reserved
the task to finally restore the Holy Land to the Christian faith.
The leader of this movement was a French peasant lad named
Stephen, who became convinced that he was divinely inspired,
and in his zeal to follow Christ and fullfil his holy mission he
went about preaching. The children became wild with excite-
ment. The eloquent appeals of Stephen again threw the
country into that wondrous desire to rescue the tomb of
Jesus from the hands of the infidels. Crowds gathered every-
where. Children who had known nothing of the hardships of
life could not be restrained. “Even bolts and bars could not
hold them.” It was the grandest outpouring of Christian faith
that the world has ever seen. While the people of mature
years were intensely interested, yet to the children must be
given the credit for this wonderful movement.

Two different opinions were raised as to the inspiration
of this Crusade. Some believe that the Holy Spirit had taken
possession of the children, and in their confidence cited these
words of Scripture: “A child shall lead them.” “Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast ordained praise.” In
opposition to this belief others were confident that it was the
work of the Devil. But at least this result was obtained:
The people were aroused to the rapid encroachment of the
Turk upon the Eastern countries, and if not resisted he
would overrun Europe, root out the Christian worship of the
West, and thus again place Europe in the hands of the infidels.
Even the Pope exclaimed: “These children reproach us with



100 CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

having fallen asleep, whilst they were flying to the assistance
of the Holy Land.”

We will but briefly follow this heroic army of innocent
children. At Marseilles there congregated about 30,000
French, many of whom actually set sail, but being betrayed
were sold to the Mohammedans at Alexandria, and other
slave markets, and none ever returned. The 50,000 German
children crossed the Alps and marched down the shores of
Italy, looking for transportation through the Mediterranean.
Some thousands of these little crusaders sailed away into
oblivion, and no word ever came back from them. After
severe hardships the remainder of this pious band of Christian
children returned to their native homes.

The Minor Crusades are known as the Fifth, Sixth,
Seventh, and Eighth. The Sixth Crusade was so fortunate
as to secure from the Saracens the restoration of Jerusalem,
together with several other cities of Palestine, which occurred
in 1229. The Eighth Crusade was instituted in 1270-1272,
because of the misfortunes of Palestine, and again was Chris-
tian blood spilled to rescue these sacred places which were
early remembrances of Christ. In this Crusade the Christians
captured Nazareth, and compelled the Sultan of Turkey to
sign a treaty of peace favorable to them.

We now close this history of the Holy Crusades which for
more than two centuries and a half had been an almost con-
stant battle for the preservation of Jerusalem from the hands
of the infidels. According to historians the upholding of the
Christian faith cost Christianity the awful sacrifice of from
2,000,000 to 6,000,000 human beings. Besides the misery and
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untold sufferings, there was a waste of treasure which can \
never be computed.

But we must not look upon these wars as a waste of
treasure and useless sacrifice of life. Had religious zeal never
culminated in united action, had the Christians of Western
Europe never attacked the Turks in their own country, then
the advancing hordes of infidelity would have swept Europe
as an all-consuming fire, destroying intelligence, overthrowing
society, and crushing the spirit of Christianity. While it was
a sacrifice almost beyond the conception of mind, yet on the -+
counter page we see the beneficent results, we trace the
stability of Christian worship, the renewed power of the
Church, the intellectual development of Europe, and the
instituting of that great outburst of mental activity known as
the “Revival of Learning.”

For centuries Europe had slumbered in its mental decay,
but now the mind had been called into action, a wondrous
system of chivalry had been established, and the whole of
Europe had been aroused to deeper thoughts of life and action.
This broadened intelligence was the great incentive to dis-
covery and exploration. It caused Marco Polo and Sir John
Mandeville to explore the most remote countries of Asia, and
by it Columbus, Vasco de Gama, and Magellan were also in-
spired to adventure and voyages of discovery. Not only was
the mind awakened to the study of art and science, to develop
learning, and to extend Christianity, but it had stimulated
trade and commerce. The wants of the Crusaders had thrown
into the laps of Venice, Pisa, and Genoa the great wealth
which they had obtained. The Mediterranean was whitened
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with the sails of their transport ships, which were constantly
winding their ways between the various ports of Europe and
the coast of Syria. Inventions were being devised and the
march of progress and improvement was stamped upon every
" thought and motion of the Western people of this revived
continent.

Thus do we trace the present enlightenment of Europe,
and that of our own country, to these Christian Crusades. It
seems as though God, in his infinite wisdom, had planned this
inspiring zeal to rescue the tomb of Jesus from the hands of
the infidels, and in doing so, had held in check the Moslem
hordes, had developed the pride, the power, and the ingenuity
of Christian mankind, and had been the means of this won-
derful “Revival of Learning,” the advancement of prosperity
and the grand achievements of success.

Had there been no Crusades, the world’s history would be
far different from what it now is. By simply reading these
historic events as they then occurred, we may not observe, we
may not understand, the wisdom of Providence in these re-
" markable attempts to wrest from the hands of the Infidels
those holy places, but for all that, these timely attacks of the
Western Christians held in check the Turkish power, which
was gradually encroaching upon the dominions of Christianity.
This power would, by a succession of triumphs, have overrun
Europe, and where now stands the Cross of Christ, there
would have appeared the Crescent of Mohammed.

No prince, emperor, Pope, or Christian could have been
aroused against the dangers lurking in the wake of this foe,
so stealthily did he gather his forces on the Eastern frontiers
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of these Christian nations. The march of Mohammedanism
was slow but sure, and but for the religious zeal that swept the
Crusaders into the land of the Infidels, and there battled with
them in their own defenses, no power of man could have
checked the future desolation that would have marked the
path of the Turks, as in their onward march, bent upon con-
quest, they would have engulfed all Europe.

Constantinople was at one time the seat of the great
Roman Empire. It was here that Constantine, the Pagan
emperor of Rome, was converted to Christianity, and gave to
the world the boon of a free worship of God. It was from
here that the gospel of Christ spread with such wonderful
rapidity, and here also it was that science, art, and learning
flourished in its grandest perfection. But alas! the followers
of Constantine, in after years, became overbearing in their
greatness, and because of their inability to domineer the Pope
of Rome they severed themselves from the Church. Over-
confident of their own strength, they dissipated their forces
on the sands of disunion, and as a result, in 1453, Constan-
tinople was captured by the Turkish hordes and the great
Church of St. Sophia became the property of the Moslems,
and the Cross, which for centuries had surmounted its dome,
was replaced by the Crescent, which remains to this day.

Thus we find that the present grandeur of Europe is due,
in a large measure, to the unquenchable religious zeal that,
during the period of the Crusades, held in check the Turkish
power, which, even then, was a menace to these Western

countries,



CHAPTER IX.

THE REFORMATION.

ROM the Protestant standpoint the Reformation is re-
garded as the foundation of religious freedom, the
overthrow of Catholic supremacy, and the establishment of
new doctrines of worship. While, in a large measure, this
may be true, yet from the light of history we conclude these
things: There being but one religion, there could be no
demand for freedom until new dogmas were invented and
new desires created. The world practically knew but two
" ideas of worship, that of Christianity and that of pagan idol-
atry. Of idolatry, we find the Old Pagan Mythology and the
tollowers of Mohammed. As the great countries of India,
China, and Japan were not in close connection with Europe,
the people were not acquainted with their modes of worship
and knew nothing of them. The Turk Mahomet was the
only factor in Europe which in any way conflicted with the
Christian Church. The Reformation instituted new creeds,
translated the Bible into new understandings, and inaugurated
conflicts of worship, thereby creating a demand that had not
existed before. Martin Luther had declared his theology, his
version of the Scriptures, and his doctrine of worship as the
only true faith, the only true Gospel of Christ, and the only
means of salvation.
Other Reformers were not content to give' Luther a

monopoly of this new innovation, but would enter the field
104
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in competition, and from these divisions arose the cry of
freedom of worship. Catholics prescribed laws against heresy,
and in many instances executed them. But the Catholics were
not alone in meting out punishment. Even John Calvin, the
next greatest to Luther in the cause of Reformation, had the
Spanish physician, Michael Servetus, on the 27th of October,
1553, burned as a heretic. And to justify himself, he wrote a
treatise explaining Servetus’ dangerous doctrine, his blasphemy
against holy worship, and the awful example of an ungodly
man. In this treatise, or explanation, Calvin invents many
excuses for this desperate means of ridding the country of the
man. It was not because he was immoral in character, but
spiritually immoral, depraved in the sight of God, dangerous
to the faithful, a stumbling-block to the wavering, a reproach,
an infidel, a heretic and by the laws of empire must be burned.

Other renowned reformers of this age advocated the exe-
cution of heretics. Even Melanchthon, who took the leader-
ship after the death of Luther, wrote to John Calvin praising
him for the execution of Servetus, and endorsed its justice.
But we are not competent, at this time in the nineteenth cen-
tury, owing to our education of obedience, to rightfully judge
the people of the sixteenth century. At that time heresy was
considered a more grievous crime than high treason itself.
The people of that era were taught to believe it a crime, while
we are taught to observe tolerance, to call it a privilege, a uni-
versal right, a question you cannot question, a foundation of
liberty, and the inalienable right of man. We accord to every
man the right to say what he chooses .in the defamation of

Christ, to villify God’s Holy Word, to write and talk Atheism,
(8)

”~
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to denounce the Church, the Bible as only the invention of
man, to say, do, act and scoff at worship. All these and
more, are the boasted rights we accord man, in our freedom of
speech, thought, deed, and action. The only restraint we have
placed upon him is that he shall not disturb others while en-
gaged in devotion. It is not a restraint from the blasphemy
of God, but from interfering with the individual right which
each man has of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
With these privileges we have no right to charge crime to a
church, nor to a law that lays down a penalty for the abuse
of all that is holy, sacred, and pure. In their rigid punishment
of heresy they may have gone too far, but in our liberalism
may we not have gone to the other extreme? They called it
a crime to deny God; we laugh and jest at the blasphemies of
His Holy Name. They taught reverence, obedience, and
justification; we teach the right of man to reverence nothing,
to obey nothing, and to worship nothing. They taught
restraint; we are bound by none on earth, or heaven, or hell.
The whole realm of infinity is ours to revile, to curse, to
damn. Such is the boasted privilege of our vested rights in
the great kingdom of freedom. Glorious freedom! Freedom
of heresy, of license, of power to defy, to scom and scoff,
to persecute and crucify, and to breathe the words of slander,
Jest, and falsehood. Shame to denounce one extreme and
allow the opposite. If, in their zeal for the welfare of the
future existence of man, they were too severe, have we not,
in return, desecrated the sacred worship of God beyond the
hope of redemption, of salvation, and of eternal life? May
not our freedom of desecration bring upon us the ‘damning
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words when in the day of judgment we are commanded to
depart from Me, for I know you not?

In the establishment of the Lutheran worship in Germany,
the reformers were constantly working upon the feelings and
prejudices of the German princes. To be free from the Church
of Rome was to have greater temporal power, more direct
access to the public treasury, and less restraint. As this
country was divided into many small kingdoms, it became the
great object of Luther to draw them into a closer alliance,
thus strengthening, not only their powers of possession, but
congregating a greater religious force by which the doctrine
of Luther will be more firmly established, the laws of the
Catholic Church abolished, and the destruction of the
monasteries made complete.

As the people under the princes were easily weaned from
their forms of worship, by the example of the lords and
nobles, it is not surprising to find the doctrine so universally
accepted. Where the people were slow to become reconciled
to this change force was introduced and they were compelled
to obey the mandates of those in authority. In order to have
unity of action in the explanation of their belief, and to prevent
any new reforms, a system of visitation was established, by
which commissioners would give instruction to the ministers
and prescribe rules of government. In 1527 Melanchthon, the
chief lieutenant of Luther, published his little book of “Visita-
tion for the Preservation of Unity in Doctrine and Worship.”
This gave to the clergy a condensed form of Luther’s doctrine
of worship. It gave instruction how to proceed, what to im-
press more forcibly, and how to explain it. Two years later
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Luther issued his large and small Catechisms. Thus the faith
was established by a direct line of instruction. In 1542 con-
sistories were established and a system inaugurated by which
superintendents were appointed to carefully watch over the
future exposition of this new declaration of Reformation. A
rigid discipline was instituted, and the clergy commanded to
observe the rules of faith, and preach only the doctrine as
formulated by Luther and his co-laborers.

To further enhance the prejudices against the Pope, Luther
wrote “The Papacy at Rome an Institution of the Devil.”
" In this work he used his greatest powers of expression. His
language was often coarse and almost vulgar. He upbraided
him with curses, and assailed him as a vile and impious
wretch. He denounced him as a creature of the devil, a false
prophet, a power of crime, a despot under the cloak of relig-
ion, a stench to humanity, and for the benefit of the true
worship of God, should be denied sovereignty, despoiled of
his possessions, and be an exile on the face of the earth. Con-
sidering these denunciations, is it any wonder that prejudices
grew rapidly, and that the Pope should seek to destroy his
poisonous influence by the power of conflict? And yet Luther
" was never arrested for the violation of Church or State laws!
His body was never assailed, and his safe-conduct agreed to
when he went to the great Diets for examination.

To follow closely the rise of this Reformation we must
note some historical facts in relation to France, Italy, Spain,
and Germany. Charles I, of Spain, who afterwards became
Emperor Charles V, was the son of Philip the Handsome,
Archduke of Austria, and Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand and
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Isabella of Spain. This marriage conferred upon him “the
converging point and heir of four great royal lines, which had
become united by a series of happy matrimonial alliances.”
This alliance included the houses of Castile, Aragon, Austria,
and Burgundy. To this was added, by the vote of the Elect-
ors of Germany, the sovereignty of the Holy Roman Empire.

Charles now having great combined strength, resolved to
consecrate his life to the restoration of the Pope’s power over
all Christendom, and to destroy, not only the movement of
the Reformation, but the seeds that had been sown. It now
seemed to the world as if the fortunes of the Reformation,
this religious revolt, were lost. He placed himself at the head
of the Catholic party and was about to “employ the strength
and resources of his empire in repressing the heresy of
reform,” when outside complications arose and he was obliged
to cease active demonstrations. These complications consisted
of the attitudes of Francis I, of France, and of Solyman, the
Magnificent, Sultan of Turkey. These two monarchies were
the most powerful dominions then in Europe. For some
reason, whenever Charles threatened a crusade against the
German heretics, these forces, sometimes acting in concert,
would arise against him and the crusade would be abandoned.

Four wars were waged agaipst Charles, with disastrous
results to his kingdom and the Church of Rome. In the first
war Francis was defeated, but gathering strength by uniting
with the German Lutherans, he captured Rome, sacked the
city, and committed outrages only equaled by the terrible
days of the Goth and Vandal. It was a great victory for the
followers of Luther. They had retaliated for the excommuni-
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cations and the edicts of the Popé. The ban was broken by
victory, the Pope’s power destroyed by conquest, ruin, and
desolation. As the Imperial arrhy was composed mostly of
Lutherans, the cry was, Down with the Pope! Down with
Catholic power! Down with the forces of Satan! Down for-
ever the curse of empires, of kingdoms, and pridcipalities!
Luther was avenged, and gloried that the Reformation was
made stronger, more enduring, and more perfect in the sight
of God. '

In the third war Francis shocked all Christendom by
forming an alliance with the Turkish Sultan, who, with his
powerful fleets, ravaged the coasts of Italy, captured cities,
destroyed churches, burned monasteries and persecuted
Catholic Christians. In this war we find Turkish barbarity
trying to outdo its previous records of pillage, rapine, and
murder. '

In the fourth war the rival forces gain mothing, and the
provinces are restored to the same possessors as before the
first war.

The result of these wars was disastrous to nearly all of
Europe. The strife between the followers of the Reformation
and the Catholic Church was bitter in the cxtreme, and
beyond the possibility of peace. They became possessed of a
hatred so deep-seated that, in principle, can never die.
Friends becamie cnemies, and this enmity, in the struggle for
conquest, grew stronger and stronger. The Turks were ter-
rible in their ravages of Hungary, in the capture of Rhodes,
and in the pillage of the Mediterranean shores. Thousands
of Catholics were captured and chained to the oars of Turkish
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galleys, where they suffered the cruelties of untold persecu-
tion. They were slaves of a barbarous race, a race without
pity or compassion, a race devoid of Christian manhood and
tolerance, a race of despotic ‘power, of unbroken cruelty, of
oppression, brutality, plunder, and crime.

History informs us that Charles made a desperate fight
with the Turks at Barbarossa, Tunis, defeating them and
setting free 20,000 Christian captives. For this brilliant
achievement all of Europe was wild with applause. The
Turks had become a menacing power to Christianity. Their
captives were made slaves, or butchered in relentless persecu-
tion. It was not warfare in the light of civilization, but scenes
of excessive cruclty, scenes of extermination, of prostitution
and slavery.

How little we, of the nineteenth century, realize the awful
persecution of our ancient Christian fathers! How little we
reverence those faithful men and women who, in the earnest
faith of a true heart, surrendered life rather than surrender
the conscience of their souls! What, then, can we say of those
who, in the full manhood of strength and power, in possession
of all that constitutes happiness, love, and affection, of their
own free will and accord, without provocation or excuse, and
of deliberate purpose, assail the vows of their worship, the
vows of constancy, the pledge of fidelity, the true cross of
Christ? If they will perjure their souls with the awful declara-
tion of apostate denial, what right have we to recognize them
in any form of truth, virtue or responsibility? Is it no sin to
obligate one’s self in the profession of faith, discipline, and
obedience, and then intentionally, wilfully, and maliciously
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defame that faith, that discipline, that obedience? Are you to
be raised to the sublime height of heroism, because you slan-
der the hand that kissed and blessed you? What form of
ingratitude is baser or more ignoble, than to spurn the love
and affection, the trust and cenfidence, of one who seeks only
for your benefit, who labors only for your reward, only for
the advancement of your pleasure and happiness? '

If a man enter your house and ask for bread, and vou greet
him with true Samaritan affection, what manner of reptile
must he be to accept your alms and then curse the hand that
gives it? What indignation must rise to your thoughts as you
think of his depraved nature, the lost manhood, and the
accursed Satan that must control his being? You lose your
respect for the unfortunate poor because of this blot on
humanity, this blot on God’s handiwork, this barbarous and
ungrateful creature, this contemptible relic of a falsehood,to
life, a falsehood to nature, and a falsehood to charity. Words
cannot express your righteous indignation that there can
exist a wretch so vile, so mean, so low, so contemptible in the
measure of decency, so abhorring to all the blessings of virtue,
of truth, and of human sacrifice. And yet the world is full
of this saddest of all sad pictures, of a broken faith, unrequited
love, and cowardly desecration of God’s command to give
charity to the poor, benevolence to the afflicted, and brotherly
love to all




CHAPTER X.

ORIGIN OF THE REFORMATION.

ANY books have been published in explanation of the
cause and effects of the Reformation, but these books
widely differ in regard to its true origin, the true causes, and
the true effect upon mankind and his civilization. The unob-
servant reader becomes confused at the contradictions, the
lack of harmony, and the apparent desire to suppress facts.
Read from the life of Martin Luther, and these authors are
prejudiced almost wholly in the line of exultation over his
achievements, his great power of denunciation of all things
Catholic, and the establishment of a new doctrine of worship.
To accept the belief, or statement, of these authors is incon-
sistent with good judgment. These versions are highly col-
ored in order to give honor, force, and prestige to the hero
they describe. While Luther was powerful in his denuncia-
tion of the Pope, and in establishing a new creed, yet others
were equally earnest, and labored to place themselves at the
head of bands of reformers and secure a portion of the
notoriety.

The introduction and spread of Protestantism is not based
upon the same foundation. It differs materially in the differ-
ent countries where established. The cause in one country
may be wholly different than in another; in fact, there are
almost as many different causes as different governments

that embraced it.
118

“
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In England it was wholly based upon the selfish desires of
the King, Henry VIII. He had become enamored with Anne
Boleyn, the beautiful maid of honor in the Queen’s household,
and he conceived the plan of putting away his own wife, and
by consent of the Pope, marry Anne. To this end he asked
for a divorce, but was refused, the Church laws being against
it. Enraged by the refusal to encompass his ends he rebelled
against the Church of Rome, made new appointments of arch-
bishops, established a court within the church and obtained
his divorce. Being excommunicated, he declared his people
no longer under the religious control of the Pope, and thus
established a new church, the Church of England.

In Germany it was an attempt of Martin Luther to engraft
his theology upon the Catholic Church, and failing, appealed
to the people to renounce their allegiance to the old doctrine
and become confessors of the new.

In France it was John Calvin and the Huguenots, while
in Switzerland it was Zwinglianism. In Holland the Puritans,
while Anabaptists were in Sweden, Germany and England.

It was a rivalry among restless and unrestrained agitators.
The Christian world was being shaken by the fiery zeal of
these would-be reformers. The atmosphere was charged with
the spirit of change, and the people were willing listeners to
the exhortations, the new worship of God, and the new plans
of salvation. Princes were appealed to to drop the allegiance
to the Church and place the revenues at their own disposal.
Jealous monarchs desired more territory and seized the Papal
States, confiscated revenues, levied tribute and destroyed the
peace of nations. Wars became unrestrained. Pillage, devas-
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tation, ruin, and bloodshed were almost everywhere. Men
fought for conquest, for religion, for church and for the gospel
of faith. It was a series of uncontrolled passion for and
against. They followed their leaders in blind fanaticism.
Down with the Pope and his influence! Down with the
Church of Romie, the monasteries, and all institutions of
Catholic learning!

Conventions were called to smooth the ways for peace, but
of no avail. The reformers were growing louder and louder,
and their declarations bolder and bolder. It was a whirlwind
sweeping the fields of religious revolt. The fire was being
fed by new exhortations, new appeals to throw off the bonds
of Popedom, and new manifestations of zcal in the cause of
this new Reformation. It was a religious reign of terror.
Like France in the days of Robespierre, it was a howling,
bellowing mob of religious revolt, of persecution of people,
property, and government.

History informs us that in the establishment of Prot-
estantism in Germany it was one long line of wars, conflicts,
and desolation. In two years (1524-1525) the “Peasants’ War”
in Germany was one of the most destructive of that period.
It caused the sacrifice of over one hundred thousand lives,
while castles, monasteries, churches, chapels, were sacked and
burned. Men, women, and children were denied decent pro-
tection. Religious excitement was fanatic madness, influenced
by incendiary exhortations. The reformers were falling in
disfavor and disrepute, and although it was not wholly a
religious war, yet it is charged that the whole cause of foment
was due to their teachings and their influence in howling
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against the Catholic Church. But be it as it may, the follow-
ers of the Roman Church were special marks for hatred,
malice, and persecution. They fought to defend their homes,
their honor, and their religion. It was a war against telera-
tion, against religious freedom, and against the worship of
God, except under the dictation of fanatical leaders.

This war was not closed until a large part of Germany
was made desolate by fire and sword. It was the old barbaric
frenzy of extermination. No quarter, no toleration, no Catho-
lic worship. It was the compulsion of Reformation to have
no faith but their faith, no church but their church, no wor-
ship but their worship. This exacting creed could see only
the proposed salvation of their own exposition. They were
right, and all who opposed them, or would not accept their
Joctrine, were wrong and must be corrected by the force
of power.

While Luther was dealing out his Reformation to the peo-
ple of Germany, other reformers were ‘at work in France and
Switzerland. In France it was John Calvin, while in Switzer-
land it was Ulric Zwingli. These two factions of the Prot-
estants were assailing the Pope and the Roman Church, but
at the same time John Calvin was denouncing Zwingli as an
impostor and a mercenary heretic. This new conflict became
a menace to the cause of Reformation and came near pro-
ducing a rebellion in their own ranks.

We may, therefore, charge that the Reformation was
originated by the inventive resources of Martin Luther and
his allies; Henry VIII, and his licentious conduct; Ulric
Zwingli in Switzerland, John Calvin in France and Switzer-
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land, and numerous allies who sought excitement in pro-
claiming opposition to the Church of Rome. Most of these
reformers were apostate priests, and having been in influence
among the people, could easily command a following.

These men were those most prominent in the establish-
ment of religious revolt, which to-day has been divided and
subdivided, until the various creeds number hundreds of dif-
ferent denominations, while the Catholic Church remains the
same in principles of worship, stronger in the power of adher-
ence, of discipline, and of religious tolerance. Its influence
is felt over the entire civilized world. Its missions of worship
exist among all races of men, and its Christian influence is
advancing civilization, and with civilization we have a uni-
versal worship of Christ, the improvement of mankind, and
the establishment of trade, commerce, and industry.

Christianity not only teaches the blessings of religion, but
it educates the mind, develops the intelligence, and raises man
above the sphere of indifference, above lawless ignorance, and
above the base and brutal instincts of society. It is the great
central power of progress, or promotion, in the achievements
of thought and purpose. It seeks to build character, to
improve ambition, and to teach the soul the true mission
of life.

History informs us that from the date of Martin Luther’s
first public declaration of Reformation, one hundred and
thirty years of terrible bloodshed and carnage ensued before
peace was again resumed. Not that it was one hundred and
thirty years of constant war, but a constant agitation, turmoil,
and periodic rebellions, and in the close of the war between
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Protestants and Catholics we find thirty years of the most
stupendous desolation of life and property that the world
ever saw. ’

Almost exactly one hundred years from the time Martin
Luther posted his ninety-five theses on the door of the court
church at Wittenberg, the “Thirty Years’ War” was begun.
It was the last great religious conflict between these two
forces. The Catholics no longer sought to sustain their
religion by force of arms, but by the power of wisdom, of
constant vigilance, and the close application of its influence,
it would conquer the world to an acknowledgment of its
universal faith among all men.

How wonderful have been its achievements when to-day
we see this Church established in almost every city and hamlet
in the civilized world! It is no longer a cry to arms, but an
appeal to human nature. It is a diffusion of the Gospel of
St. Peter in all-the commercial interests of life. It is the
acknowledgment of universal toleration, universal peace and
good-will, and universal Christianity in the hearts of the
people. It is no longer the jealousies of kings, princes and
potentates. It is the worship of God, the advancement of
love and kindness, and the establishment of the teachings of
Christ in all the nations of the earth.




CHAPTER XI.
MARTIN LUTHER.

ARTIN LUTHER was born at Eisleben, Saxony,
November 10, 1483, and died in 1546. At a very
young age he developed a remarkable genius for thought,
study and advancement in discussion. His parents were poor,
but determined to educate Martin in the profession of law,
but in this they were not successful. His early Christian
training was far more impressive than questions of law, and
he became a conscientious and devout Catholic. He studied
for the ministry, and in 1507 was ordained to the priesthood.

Soon after being ordained he was passing through a forest
in company with a friend, when a terrible storm burst upon
them. His friend was killed by lightning, and as the fearful
bolts rent tree after tree he became stricken with an exceed-
ing great fear, and cried aloud: “Help me, dear St. Anna!
I will become a monk.” True to this solemn vow he imme-
diately made arrangements to enter a monastery, and soon
bade adieu to his friends and took upon himself the monastic
vows that would forever pledge his faith, his works, and his
life to the cause of Christ and His Church.

Luther’s life was one of strict observance of every vow and
requirement of his religious order. He rigidly demanded of
others the same principles he confessed, the same sacred
worship, and the same love of humanity. - In the monasteries
he was loved for his filial duty to his superiors, his ardent

worship of Christ, and his purity of life.
119
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His zeal for the Church was unbounded, and when sent
* as a messenger to Rome, he traveled on foot from monastery
to monastery, across the Alps, his love of worship growing
stronger and stronger as he beheld the faithful administration
of love, kindness, and relief. At Florence he was delighted
with the management of the hospitals by Christian women,
and when for the first time he beheld Rome in all its grandeur
and magnificence, he was inspired with so deep a veneration
for that Sacred City that he fell upon his knees, and with
uplifted hands exclaimed: “Hail, Holy Rome! Oh, Rome!
Rome! The city of Christ, the city of St. Peter, and the city
of consecrated worship. How I love thee.”

His admiration of Rome was increased as he visited its
historic monuments of greatness, its Colosseum, gardens,
aqueduct, ancient feats of engineering, its statues, and, above
all, the ecclesiastical buildings and the massive and imposing
structure of St. Peter’s. For hours he viewed these structures
with admiration, and blessed God for the privilege of behold-
ing their splendor.
~ But not from the pleasure of viewing these holy buildings
did he derive his greatest satisfaction. He longed to stand
in the influence of Holy Authority and receive the spiritual
blessings which would gladden his pious longings. He would
make a full confession of all his sins, and in his toilsome
ascent of Pilate’s stairway he would continue his praises to
God for the divine privilege of these favors in the Holy City
of Rome.

Luther returned to Germany with the highest aspirations
of Christian duties. He had become a devout admirer and
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champion of the Pope. He had seen him and met him in
the purity of Christian faith. He had loved him from afar,
but now he was thrice loved and revered as he thought of
the Apostle Peter, of Christ, and of God. Luther’s heart was
filled with true devotion to his Church, his religion, and his
vows. If he had loved his religion before, he now promised
to consecrate anew his life to the advancement of Christianity.
He had received new encouragements, new visions of eternal
life, and new veneration for the great head of the Catholic
Church. ’

His conduct at Rome won for him the esteem of the Pope
and those in high authority. His earnest Christian worship,
and fidelity to the cause of Christ, were everywhere regarded
as the offerings of a pure heart. He came to Rome for instruc-
tion, and returned filled with wisdom and truth. He came in
the expectation of a spiritual blessing and received it, and
went away in the full resolution of a dutiful son. He felt
more fully than ever the sanctity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and returned with a gracious vow of perpetual purity. He
knelt at the altar of St. Peter, and arose with the bright
visions of eternal peace.

The rapid promotion of Luther soon found him installed
as a professor of theology in the University of Wittenberg,
where he explained the Scriptures with great power of reason.
He became not only a follower, but a powerful leader. His
power of language and expression entranced his hearers, and
- he became known throughout all Germany as one of the most
able and learned priests. He taught purity of thought, deed,

and action, and although priest might sin, yet he would not
)
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condemn. His compassion was great, and forgiveness the
divine instruction of God.

Once when informed of the disgrace of a monk he said:
- “That offenses come I know is necessary; the wonder is that
man rises and stands. Peter fell that he might know himself
to be a man. To-day the cedars of Lebanon, which touch the
heavens with their heads, are falling. Even an angel (a won-
der surpassing all wonders) fell in Heaven, and Adam in
Paradise. What wonder, then, if a reed be moved by the
wind, and the smoking flax be quenched!”

Here we have an example of Luther’s compassion for his
fellow man. He seeks to mitigate the cause by the wonder
that man, under the temptations of life, can stand at all. He
realized the power of sin, the power of passion over wisdom,
the body over mind. He knew that even an angel in Heaven
could fall, that the Apostle Peter had even denied Christ,
and for man, or priest, to be perfect and free from sin, was
to claim divine origin. But, while it was not impossible to
fall, yet he belicved with Christian strength the desire for sin
could be controlled and the mind, the thought, the soul, would
rise above the body and temptation would fall harmless at
his feet.

Again, we find him in the character of giving advice, and
in a letter to Michael Dressel he explains as follows: “You
are secking peace, but in the reverse order; for you are seek-
ing it as the world, and not as Christ gives. Do you not
know, good father, that God is wonderful in His people, just
because He has placed His peace in the midst of no peace.
Peace, therefore, is not to be found with the man whom no
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one disturbs, for this is the peace of the world, but with Him
whom all men and all things disturb, and who, nevertheless,
calmly and joyfully bears all things. With Israel, you are
saying: Peace, peace; and there is no peace. Say, rather,
with Christ: Cross, cross; and there is no cross. For the
cross ceases to be a cross as soon as you can joyfully exclaim:
Blessed Cross, among all trees there is none like thee.”

Such teaching is indeed grand, sublime. A cross is no
cross when it becomes the desire of the soul. In the perse-
cution of Christians the cross of crucifixion was nothing less
than the cross of etérnal life. In the great Roman ampbhithe-
aters the cross the Christians bore was the forerunner of the
establishment of Christ’s Church, the foundation of Chris-
tianity, and its advancement to all nations. It was the giving
of life that the Blessed Word of God might live forever.

Luther realized that the greatest obstacle to the advance-
ment of Christianity was the old Atheistic philosophy. He
saw that many were prone to believe that the best religion
was that which was easiest tv perform, that they were disin-
clined to believe where it exercised restraint, penance, and
confession, and when this old pagan philosophy was placed
before them they chose to follow it, as it was the broad road
to a free imagination, with no remorse, no contrition of spirit,
and no punishment of the self-will of man. Luther saw the
sadness of this condition, and in his review of Aristotle, indig-
.nantly exclaimed: “If Aristotle had not been of the flesh, I
should not hesitate in saying that he was of the devil” He
had no patience with this impious desecration of God’s Holy
Name by denying the divinity of Christ and the salvation
of man.
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Luther had now arrived at the age of understanding. He
had visited Rome, received the blessing of the Pope, declared
anew his allegiance to the Catholic Church, and in his deep
. devotion had praised God for these unbounded blessings. He
had returned to Germany filled with the deepest reverence,
and yet he became the most violent opponent that Rome ever
saw. Reared in the lap of purc worship, raised to manhood
under the most powerful ties of brotherhood, and blessed in
the sweet communion of love, he yet renounced his Christian
vows, the Church of his devout worship, and the power of
Christ in Rome.

Henry VIII denounced the Pope and established the
Church of England, because he could not be permitted to
follow his licentious nature by breaking marriage vows.
Napoleon imprisoned and persecuted Popes to extort privi-
leges by which he could become the head of both Church and
State. Voltaire, Rousseau, and Aristotle persecuted Chris-
tianity, not by deeds of violence, but by the sophistry of logic.
They drew pictures of infidelity, and in the imagination of
their inventive genius they declared there was no God, no
Divine inspiration, no salvation, no soul.

But what can we say of Martin Luther? Was he evil in
mind and licentious in nature? No! No priest was ever
purer in heart than was he. Was he won by the teachings of
philosophy? His answer to Aristotle is evidence of his abhor-
rence of all sophistry and all inventions of reason. Was he
like Napoleon, arbitrary and despotic? No, his nature was
one of forgiveness, compassion, and love. Then why, may we
ask, did this worthy, pious monk renounce his Church, his
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fellowship, his vows? To answer this, we might ask in return,
why does sin exist? Why was man made to break the cove-
nants of God? Why did persecution follow Christ, even after
his death? These are things that are beyond the comprehen-
sion of man. We are created, we live, we love, we die. The
inspiration of God may brighten our souls to-day, but to-mor-
row the black clouds of idolatry may shraud our being in
mystery.

History informs us that it was not the intention of Luther
to renounce the Church, but to ingraft his logic into it. He
had become a great teacher, and in many respects a philoso-
pher—not a philosopher in the denunciation of Christ, but
in the exposition of Christianity. He believed he had formu-
lated a new system for the general interpretation of Christian
worship, and in his ninety-five theses he would revolutionize
the whole Catholic dogma. These arguments, which were
advanced by Luther to sustain his views of worship, were in
many cases directly opposite to the tenets of the Catholic
Church, and immediately the priest, the monk, the professor,
the philosopher came into open warfare with the Church
at Rome.

Luther’s denunciation of the Catholic religion caused a
sensation, and spread consternation and dismay. Was it pos-
sible for this learned professor to openly disavow the princi-
ples upon which the Church rested, and which he had repeat-
edly vowed in the most solemn manner to sustain and defend?
Is it any wonder that in fourteen days this startling intelli-
gence was heralded over all Germany, and in two months
that nearly the whole of Europe should read of Luther’s
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Reformation? These ninety-five theses, the product of
Luther’s reasoning, were printed everywhere. The audacity
of this great philosopher to openly antagonize the Pope, to
set up a new doctrine of worship, to proclaim his tenets to
the world, was indeed a remarkable transformation.

The whole life of Luther was one of startling events. His
actions were the outcome of impulse rather than modest sub-
mission. His determination to enter the monastery was sud-
den and unlooked-for. His vow to St. Anna, in the midst of
a terrible storm, was but the impetuous demonstration of his
being. His position in the University of Wittenberg was an
unlooked-for promotion in his line of aspirations. His ninety-
five arguments against the Church of Rome were the results
of the teacher and not of the priest and scholar. He was
called to teach theology, and he would invent that which
would please him most. He had reasoned and he must sow
his thoughts. He saw defects and must wipe out the whole
structure. He believed mankind was blind, and he would
open their eyes. In his mind’s eyes he saw food for imagina-
tion, for conception, for invention. The world was wicked,
and he would destroy its evil. It was lost in worship, and he
would lead in reformation.

While Luther’s remarkable utterances were read, discussed
and denounced by many priests, monks, and professors, yet
the Pope was slow to condemn. Leo X was free to grant the
widest discussion possible. He was liberal-minded in his
views of worship, and granted to all the right to think and
act. Secretly he was amused at the controversy between what
he called monastic wrangling. “Brother Martin has a very
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fine head, and when he has recovered from the effect of too
much drink the illusion will be dispelled.” He could not
belicve so ardent a Catholic, and one so bound by devotion,
by pledges of faith, by monastic vows, could mean antagonism
against the Church.

On being mildly rebuked by Leo X for the public expres-
sion of his new theology, Luther writes, explaining that, as
professor of the University of Wittenberg, it became his duty
to teach theology, and in doing so he had exercised only the
right conferred upon him. He assured the Pope that there
was nothing dangerous in his line of teachings. It was only
the dissemination of benefits to the Church, the people, and
the cause of Christianity. In closing, he says: “Quicken,
kill, call, recall, approve, reprove, as you please. I will
acknowledge your voice as that of Christ, presiding and
speaking in you.”

Again we see the impulsiveness of Luther’s nature. If he
had offended, he would submit to whatever chastisement the
Pope might inflict. He believed in the Pope, and yet he
wrote against him. He believed that he represented Christ,
yet he would reason against it. He believed that the authority
of the Pope must be recognized, yet he taught disobedience.
He believed that the decisions of the Pope were just, yet he
taught that Christians should be bound by their conscience.
With him the Church was right if we believed in its teachings,
but wrong if we saw its defects. He desired to be in com-
munion with Rome, yet he persisted in uttering his own
theology.

When Luther was called for trial we find this remarkable
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presentation of his position: “I, Brother Martin Luther, the
Augustinian, protest that I revere and follow the Holy Roman
Church in all my words and deeds, present, past, and future.
1f anything otherwise has been said I wish it unsaid. I protest
that I am not conscious of having said anything contrary to
Holy Scripture, the Church Fathers, the papal decrees, or
right reason, but that all that I have said seems to me to-day
to he sound, true, and Catholic. Nevertheless, as I am not
infallible, I have submitted myself, and now submit myself
to the judgment and determination of the lawful holy Church,
and to all of better mind. Besides, I offer either here or else-
where to present publicly a reason for my statements. But
if this is not agreeable to Your Reverence, I am ready either
to respond in writing to the objections urged and to hear the
judgment and decision of the doctors of the renowned Im-
perial Universities of Basel, Freiburg, Louvain; or, if they be
not enough, of Paris also, the parent of studies, and from
antiquity ever the most Christian University, and that in
which theology has been particularly cultivated.”

This statement of Luther is given as evidence that he
believed in the Church of Rome, the Pope and his decrees, but
at the same time appeared unconscious of having written
aught that was antagonistic to them. He was confronted with
forty-one errors, and asked to recant. These errors were
statements made in his theses, and antagonized the laws of
the Catholic Church. Luther responded with gross insults to
the Pope and in his address,“To the Emperor and the Nobility
of the German Nation, on the Improvement of Christian
Morals,” formally severed himself from the Church by reject-
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ing the hierarchy, denying the priesthood, calling upon the
temporal powers to rise up against the Pope, deprive him
of all government, abolish the taxes for his support, abrogate
all issues of censures, permit the clergy to marry, discard
masses for the dead, discard requirements for fasting, absti-
nence from flesh on Friday, and other important tenets of the
Catholic Church. This address was published throughout .all
Germany, and the financial advantages to be gained by the
Princes and Nobility won many ardent supporters for a com-
plete severance of the power of Rome.

The entire continent was now deeply involved in the dis-
cussion of this great controversy. Would the Pope excom-
municate Luther for his bold attack on the entire system and
body of the Roman Catholic Church? Was Luther a heretic,
and was he advocating a doctrine that would destroy the
Church? These were questions of such vast importance that
the world waited with feverish anxiety for the outcome of
this deadly feud.

On the 15th of July, 1520, the Pope issued a bull com-
manding Luther, on the penalty of excommunication, to
renounce, within sixty days, his ninety-five theses, and other
offensive language he had hurled against the Pope and the
Church. Failing to meet the demand, he was formally excom-
municated, and in February, 1521, the Pope commanded the
Emperor and Princes of the German Empire to enforce the
law against heretics who had been excluded from the com-
munion of the Church by excommunication. The adherents
of Luther, with the noted Elector Frederic, asked for further
examination, and, by. consent, Luther appeared at “The Diet
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of Worms,” but, as before, refused to renounce even one state-
ment previously made. “I neither believe the Pope nor the
ecumenical councils alone, since it is quite certain and mani-
fest that they have frequently erred and contradicted them-
selves. My conscience is captive to God’s Word. I neither
can nor will recall anything. God help me! Amen.”

Thus the last effort to counsel with Luther proved fruit-
less, and a hopeless separation ensued. Luther returned to
Wittenberg, where, in the presence of the students, he burned
the bull, and thus declared himself forever free from the Pope,
the Church, the priesthood, and the vows of faithful adherence
to the Roman Catholic Church. On the 26th of May he was
placed under the ban of the empire, and all persons, universi-
ties, and states were prohibited from affirming, defending,
preaching, or in any way, publicly or privately, expressly or
silently, favoring the doctrine of Luther, under pain of excom-
munication; and wherever his writings are found they shall
be publicly burned and denounced as heresies, and, as far as
possible, the teachings of apostasy shall be driven from the
folds of the Church.

Luther, in a spirit of retaliation, replies as follows: “Where
art thou, most excellent Emperor Charles? and, where are
you, ye Christian kings and princes? Can you, who have
made oath to Christ in baptism, endure these Tartarean
declarations of Antichrist? Where are you, ye bishops, ye
doctors, ye confessors of Christ’s name? In the presence of
these horrible portents of the Papists, can you keep silent?
Thee, Leo X, and you, ye cardinals of Rome, I address and
to your face I frecly say: If this bull has gone forth in your
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name, and with your knowledge, and you acknowledge it, I
will use my authority, by which, in baptism, by the mercy of
God, I became a son of God, and co-heir with Christ, and
was placed upon a firm rock, which dreads neither the gates
of hell, nor heaven, nor earth. I exhort and admonish you in
the Lord, to repent, and to make an end to these diabolical
blasphemies, and that too, speedily. Unless this be done,
know that I, with all that worship Christ, will regard your See
possessed of Satan, and the accursed abode of Antichrist,
whom we not only cannot obey, but detest and execrate, as
the chief enemy of Christ. For this declaration we are ready,
not only to bear with joy your foolish censures, but even not
to ask you to absolve us or account us of your memberage;
we offer ourselves for death, that you may satisfy your bloody
tyranny. But, if the spirit of Christ and the power of our
faith avails, should you persevere in your fury after this has
been written, we condemn you and, together with the bull and
all its decretals, deliver you to Satan, for the destruction of
your flesh, that your spirit may be delivered to the day of
the Lord. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom
you persecute. Amen.” ' '

We almost hold our breath at the awful denunciations of
the apostate monk. He almost assumes the position of divine
authority when he declares that “I am a son of God, and
co-heir with Christ, and was placed upon a firm rock, which
dreads neither the gates of hell, nor heaven, nor earth.” And
further, “Unless this be done, know that I, with all that wor-
ship, will regard your See possessed of Satan, and the ac-
cursed abode of Antichrist, whom we not only cannot obey,
but detest and execrate, as the chief enemy of Christ.”

J



132 CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS.

We now see the man in the fullness of a dictator. If he
could not place his philosophy as the truths of the Church
he would call down the wrath of Heaven to punish those who
would not believe. The great Church of Christ had erred.
o —'It had blasphemed against Luther. The co-heir with Christ

had been excommunicated, and now the wrath of injured

innocence must descend in flames of living fire. ,The Pope

must be possessed of Satan and the accursed abode of Anti-

christ. The vials of wrath must be poured on the heads af

1 those who could not believe as he believed. He must be con-

sidered infallible. He-was professor of theology at the Uni-

versity of Wittenberg, and had studied the Scriptures with a

deep understanding. It was not what the Apostle Peter had

: bequeathed to the Church, but what Martin Luther had con-

{ cluded should be in. He was to be the authority, the law,
the gospel. '

Luther’s terrible denunciation of the Catholic Church
brought dangers to his person by infuriated men, and to
avoid the penalty of imprisonment by disobedience to the
State authority he was forced into retirement, and for a year
was not known to the outside world. During this period he

\ translated the Bible into German, fitting it, as has been

charged, to suit his own system of belief. When conscience
reproached him he laid its torments to the persecutions of the
Devil. He was an incessant worker in his vineyard of reform.
Now placed upon the defensive by being excommunicated, he
opened his rapid-fire guns in almost ceaseless roar. So great
was his productive ability that in five months he had written
seven different publications of considerable length, all teem-
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ing,with denunciations against the Pope and a defense of his
ninety-five theses, or arguments, against the Church.

It was this wonderful ability to constantly place before
the German people something new, or demonstrative, that
gained their admiration and confidence. They were consider-
ing this ability as a gift from God, and their belief became
stronger and stronger as he became more bold and defiant.
Luther knew his powers of exhortation, and everywhere
sought to convince the people that his belief, his theology, was
the word of God. So strong were his utterances in publica-
tions and in speech that his word was being accepted as the
true gospel of worship. '

Again does it become necessary to quote his astounding
utterances against the Church. On December 10, 1520, he
posted the following declaration on the bulletin board of the
University of Wittenberg:

“All friends of evangelical truth are invited to assemble
about nine o’clock at the Church of the Holy Cross beyond
the city wall. There, according to ancient apostolic usage,
the godless books of the Papal constitutions and Scholastic
Theology will be burned, inasmuch as the presumption of the
enemies of the Gospel has advanced to such a degree that
they have cast the godly, evangelical books of Luther into the
fire. Let all earnest students, therefore, appear at the spec-
tacle; for it is now time when Antichrist must be exposed.”

At the appointed hour hundreds of students gathered at
the appointed place with great expectancy. With intense
excitement they saw Luther build a pyre upon which he
placed the books of canonical law which came in conflict with
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his theology, and as the fire seized these sacred laws he hurled
into the flames, with great violence, the bull of the Pope,
exclaiming: “Because thou dost trouble the Holy One of the
Lord, may eternal fire consume thee!” Before the books were
consumed Luther withdrew, leaving the students to continue
in the entire destruction. Left to their own diversion they
represented the affair as one of levity, singing funeral hymns,
marching in mock procession, preaching farewell sermons;
and to continue the orgies of persecution, they prepared a
wagon, with floats, marching through the streets of the city
and crying that Papal authority was forever burned and
destroyed. To continue the &xcitement they gathered other
books of the Church, and with renewed processions continued
the work of desecration. All day long the rabble gloried in
their wild, reckless demonstrations of mockery. They drank
to the health of Luther, and cried against the decrees of the
Pope. They cheered for one and groaned for the other. They
praised God for His expositions of truth through Luther, and
spat at the Pope as though he were in communion with Satan.
So strong were their demonstrations that Luther, the next
day, censured them to some extent for their levity. The
sclemnity of the occasion was broken by these brutal attacks,
and while it did not materially affect the motives of Luther,
yet to many reasoning minds it was cruel and unjust, and had
more the appearance of studied revenge than the progress of
Reformation. . '

On the following day Luther issued the following edict:
“If, with your whole heart, you do not separate from the
dominion of the Pope, you cannot be saved. In this wicked
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world I would rather endure all perils than, by silence, burden
my conscience with the account I must render to God.”

Knowing that a terrible storm was in the atmosphere, and
fearing its consequences, he again writes to the Pope: “If
Christ loves you He will compel you to recall that declaration,
since in the*bull everything is condemned that you have here-
tofore taught concerning the mercy of God. This is no time
for fear, but for raising the alarm, when our Lord Jesus
Christ is condemned, dishonored and blasphemed. I exhort
you, therefore, to humble your pride with as much urgency
as you exhort me to humility; for you have too much humility
as I have too much pride. But it is a serious matter to scc
Christ suffering. If heretofore we had to keep silent and be
humbled, now, when throughout the world our Savior is made
sport of, shall we, I ask, not contend for Him? Shall, we not,
for His sake, offer our necks? My Father, the danger is
greater than many believe. Here the Gospel begins to have
its application: ‘Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him
will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven;
but whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny
before My Father which is in heaven.””

In another letter we find his remorse of conscience ever
troubling him in his dreams: “Last night I had a dream con-
cerning you. I thought you were leaving me, and that T was
most bitterly weeping; but I was pacified when you said
that you would return.”

It is not'necessary to explain the ficklemindedness of
Luther. His letters and violent declarations are in complete
opposition. To-day he declares the Church-is the foundation
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of Antichrist, an.d to-morrow appeals to the Pope to come to
the rescue of our Lord Jesus Christ. His mind was in one
constant state of fear. In his passionate appeals to the people
he goes to the extreme limit of persecution, and in the reaction
he sues for mercy, comfort, and consolation. Had these
- waverings of his own faith been known to his followers, the
Reformation of Martin Luther might have never been. But
in the magnetism of his unexplained nature he swayed multi-
tudes, molded opinion, installed a new theology, and brought
into existence the foundation of all future Protestant religions.




CHAPTER XIIL

MARTIN LUTHER—CONTINUED.

E will not continue with a minute discussion of Luther’s
course, or the action of others. He was almost con-
stantly engaged in writing books and pamphlets sustaining
his position and denouncing the Pope. The Edict of Worms
had condemned him as an outlaw in the eyes of the Catholic
Church, and demanded punishment, but, having the powerful
aid of several princes and bishops, he was not arrested and
brought to justice. The German people were so astounded
at the boldness of his accusations and his continuous words
of defense, that they were unwilling to denounce him as a
heretic, or to think of him otherwise than as one commissioned
irom God.

To break monastic vows was regarded as a great wrong
against the Church, against obedience, and against honor.
But Luther determined to free the minds of others, if not his
own, by a publication reflecting upon these vows as unholy,
unchristian, and as conflicting with the fulfillment of the
duties he owed to God. In his pamphlet, “Monastic Vows,”
he most determinedly points out the errors of a monk’s life,
the inconsistent requirements of duty, and the ungodly perse-
cution of the rights of man, claiming that man falsified him-
self when he vowed himself to celibacy, to confession, to
penance, and to the holy requirements of his faith. He called

upon all monks to renounce their obligations and their alle-
(10) 137
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giance to Rome. Some obeyed this call and were married,
while others refused to become apostates, and remained true
to the worship of God under the protection of the Catholic
Church.

Luther, himself, followed the course which he had urged
others to take, and in the year 1525, at the age of forty-two
. years, and in defiance of his priestly and monastic vows, mar-
ried a Cistercian nun, named Catherine von Bora. This act
startled and surprised Luther’s friends, and even Erasmus,
one of the greatest admirers of his opposition to the Roman
Church, scoffingly writes: “This undertaking of Luther’s
appears to many a tragedy, but he himself must hold it for a
comedy, as everything ends with a marriage.”

Luther went so far in his opposition to the celibacy of the
clergy, and to monastic vows, as to declare that such religious
" vows were against the teachings of Christ; that they were
tyrannical, contrary to nature, and blasphemies against the
laws of God. He held, therefore, that the law of clerical
celibacy should be abolished; that monastic vows should not
only be annulled, but made severely punishable, and all
monasteries leveled to the ground.

Besides his violent opposition to monastic institutions,
he just as violently opposed the time-honored sacrifice of the
Mass, and wantonly set aside every feature of Catholic ven-
eration, or invocation, thus forbidding the honoring of saints,
a reverence for pictures, relics, images, or any representation
that carries to the mind of the true Catholic the remembrance
of the original.

Luther was often asked by what right he had exalted
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himself over : pes, bishops, councils, doctors, and fathers,
and set himself uj: as a reformer? If he had received a com-
mission from God, why not prove it by the manifestation of
miracles, or by signs and wonders, as apostles and prophets.
had done before him? While he did not respond to these
questions, yet he commanded that others who were preach-
ing a different reform theology from his must prove that they
were commissioned by some miraculous power of God, or
be condemned for heresy.

Luther’s controversial power consisted more in his bold-
ness of declaration than soundness of argument in his defense.
As he was eloquent in making his assertions and positive in
every statement uttered, he easily gave his opinions the force
of absolute facts. He would not admit the possibility of being
wrong, and as he placed his hand upon the Bible, he declared
that this book was his guide, and from it he drew his wisdom
and his exposition of faith. For him there was no require-
ment of miracles, signs or wonders. The power of under-
standing and the comprehension of the Word of God were
all-sufficient.

The boldness of his assertions gave to him the seeming
appearance of being in the right, and when it was shown
that his teachings were purely arbitrary and in direct opposi-
tion to councils and fathers, he would respond that councils
and fathers were of the earth earthy, but that his teachings
were from the Word of God, the Ioly Scripture, the Un-
deniable Truth. If he were questioned as to his right
understanding of the Divine Word, and told that his inter-
pretation of it was against reason, he was ready to reply that
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it was the Devil that misled the Romish priests in measuring
the Word of God by reason, and that reason was a beast
whom the Christian was, on the contrary, bound to denounce
and destroy. Reason, he said, was the Atheistic doctrine of
denial of Divine Authority. It was the Devil clothed in
sophistry, and he who listens to it may depart from the true
light of God. ] .

If, however, the words in question were so clearly ex-
pressed that he could not deny that his own doctrine did
not agree with them, he would appeal from the text to Christ,
and say, that as he had the Lord and Master of the Scripture
on his side he did not need to inquire into every passage by
itself; or else, to sustain his doctrine, he would change the
passage so as to conform to his teachings. Thus, for instance,
in Romans iii, 28, he allowed himself to interpolate the word
“alone” into the text, in order to support his doctrine that
faith “alone” sufficed for justification. When this error was
objected to he replied: Should any Papist be wishing to get
rid of that word “alone” tell him at once that Doctor Martin
Luther will have it there, and he says, “a Papist is just the
same thing as an ass.”

Thus we find that Luther, in the translation of his Bible
did, in numerous places, change the real meaning so as to
conform to his ideas of teaching. In his theology he believed
that the exposition of Divine Truth should convey such and
such impressions, and in his exalted wisdom it was eminently
proper to either drop out or interpolate words, according as
it seemed to accord with his understanding.

In a letter to his father we find that Luther desires to
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explain how and why he has broken faith, and writes: “I
send this book, therefore, to you, in order that you may see
by what signs and power Christ now has freed me from: my
monastic vow, and given me such liberty that, although I
have been made the servant of all, yet I am subject to no
one but to Him alone. For He is my immediate Bishop,
Abbot, Prior, Lord, Father, and Master. None other do
I know.”

In one of his exhortations we find Luther entreating his
brethren to give up the services of Mass. “Dear sirs, abandon
the Mass. Your way of celebrating it is not right, and you
are sinning and provoking God’s wrath.” It was not until
1524 that the people of Wittenberg wefe induced to give up
the long-established services of Mass. It was a great struggle
of conscience, but the logic of this man prevailed, and he won
control, and the cherished form of worship was abandoned.

Among the most fiery and vehement opposers of Luther
and his doctrine, was Henry VIII, King of England, who
afterwards became the Pope’s bitterest foe. Henry, in writ-
ing to the Pope, declares that Luther must be punished for
disobedience, heresy, and the desecration of God’s Holy
Church. Measures must be taken to terminate the propaga-
tion of Lutheranism, which poisoned the mind and meant
spiritual death. That Luther was possessed of the Devil, and
his teachings were more pernicious than were all the Turks,
Saracens, and unbelievers combined. By his urgent appeals
to stamp out the heresy, and punish the offender, Henry was
given the title of “Defender of the Faith.”

The spread of Luther’s Reformation was not exactly in
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the line of his expectation and wishes. Other reformers
appeared upon the field, and, in pointing out the errors of
Luther, sought to establish a religion of their own. Promi-
nent among these new prophets were Zwickau, John Calvin,
and Zwingli. Zwickau declared that all knowledge should be
feunded upon and confined to the Bible, schools should be
abolished, and all study restricted to the teachings of Christ.
In Switzerland there arose a new order called Zwmghans
who differed with Luther on many points of doctrme and
became powerful in many localities. Then we find that John
Calvin, a Frenchman by birth, who was forced to leave
France, established another powerful branch of opposition to
Martin Luther at Geneva. Then followed subdivision after
subdivision, until the number of denominations and churches
became greater and greater, and even to this day are being
remodeled, revamped, and placed on new foundations of faith.

A new feature now arises upon the horizon of the fame of
Luther and his co-laborers in the field of reformation. The
peasant people were everywhere being aroused against popes,
princes, nobility, wealth, religion, and all society. They were
having too much agitation, too much controversy, too much
religion. Luther had broken the restraint placed upon them
by the Catholic Church, and the wild terrors of war were soon
raging. This war is known in history as “The Peasants’
War,” The peasants were aroused to madness by the oppres-
sion of their feudal lords, and through the religious excite-
ment that filled the air, they saw their/wrongs multiblied, their
oppression intensified and their way made clear to open revolt.
They saw Luther denounce the Pope, denounce the Church,
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and denounce their mode of worship. They saw and felt these
influences and having broken their allegiance to the Church
of Rome, were beyond restraint. Their ravages were most
terrible and destructive. They reviled the priests, sacked and
burned castles and monasteries, destroyed images of Christ
and the Virgin Mary, jeered at the worship of God, com-
mitted desperate crimes against women and children, and in
the mad frenzy of uncontrolled rage they equaled the Reign
of Terror in the days of Robespierre. For nearly a year this
desperate carnage of death, fire, and destruction, swept the
provinces of Germany. During this period of Reformation
nearly one hundred thousand lives had been sacrificed, a
large part of Southerh Germany made desolate, and the
peasants distracted in religion, faith, and truth. They had
been conquered, but were embittered against God and man.
The quiet of previous years had been turned into anarchy,
bloodshed, and ruin. The gospel of Christ was reviled, hated,
and trampled upon, and although Luther professed horror
at the terrible strife, yet many of his religious co-partners were
leaders in this great insurrection. History asserts that this
war was instituted for the purpose of destroying the Church of
Rome, persecuting Catholics, and establishing a reform gov-
ernment in both Church and State, and jn this charge Martin
Luther is held responsible just in proportion as his influence
stirred the people from a peaceful submission to becoming the
outlawed rebels of the empire.

After this rebellion another attempt was made by the
Church of Rome to pacify the provinces of Germany and
establish mutual relations between them and the Pope. The
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Second Diet of Spires was called to discuss the matter, and
to seek an understanding, if possible. This body issued an
order to all Catholics, and to all the people, not to promote
the spread of these new doctrines until there had been a thor-
ough examination of the various forms and principles of wor-
ship and a decision made in regard to them. But the revolt
of seven of the German princes and a large number of cities
in the empire was the final downfall of the direct influence of
the Roman Church in these provinces. Those in opposition
to the edict of the Second Diet of Spires issued a formal
protest against the action of the Diet, and because of this
protest, the reformers were called from this time on by the
name of Protestants.

The great revolt against the Church of Rome seemed to
have almost circled the world. Nearly all of Europe, except
Spain and Italy, had denounced the Catholic Church, and
even in these countries it was strongly assailed with these
new dogmas of Reformation, and but for causes arising which
checked the advance of Protestantism, the revolt from Rome
would have become universal, and the old ecclesiastical empire
would have been broken up. But this was not to be the
destiny of the Church. Its mission on earth had not been
filled, and again it seems as though God stayed the hand of
Reformation and turned the tide of revolt from a triumphant
victory to one of dissensions and counter-reform. These
causes may be considered as: Divisions among the Protest-
ants, Catholic counter-reform, and the rise of the Order of the
Jesuits. The divisions among the Protestants have already
been mentioned. The Catholic Counter-Reform was the
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active working of Catholics in places where the Protestants
were being broken up by rival sects, and their faith in Refor-
mation shaken. Such Protestants were urged to return to
the original Church of their faith, with assurances that the
Church of Rome was meeting the wants of the people by
establishing new features of government between the Church
and the State. Also, that the doctrines of its faith were so
clearly expressed that all could understand. These assur-
ances won many who were really at sea as regards their
religious worship. They desired some excuse for returning.
As the Reformers themselves were seeking to undermine
each other, it was easy to resist their influence and return
to the Catholic faith.

The Order of Jesuits, or Society of Jesus, was a most
powerful agent in assisting in the re-establishment of the
authority of the Pope. The founder of this society was St.
Ignatius Loyola, a native of Spain, who conceived the idea
of organizing a society for the purpose of defending the Cath-
olic Church in all the kingdoms of Europe, where Protestant
influence had become a powerful factor, and threatened to
overthrow, not only the religious creed, but its power of
State government. This Socicty of Jesus established branch
societies everywhere, and by its powerful influence, energy,
and devotion, it quietly and secretly counteracted the zeal and
activity of the reformers. They soon became thoroughly
organized, and not a movement of Protestant opposition was
made, but the whole line of Catholic sentinels was posted and
efforts made to defeat them. They became thoroughly dis-
ciplined in their mission, were ever watchful, and a constant
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and uncompromising foe to the enemies of the Church. Not
only were they sentinels and watchdogs of Europe, but they
organized a system of missions in other countries. They
saw the necessity of constant work at home and abroad, and in
their zeal and fidelity to their Christian worship, they spread
Christianity in all the countries of India, Japan, the islands
of the oceans, and finally traversed the great continent of
America. To these earnest patriots of Catholic faith may be
traced much of the reaction which soon followed to the great
benefit of the present Roman Catholic Church.

At the time of the organization of the Jesuits, Protestant
influence was dominant in the countries of Germany, Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, England, Scotland, and large por-
tions of Switzerland and the Netherlands, while the Church
of Rome held only the countries of France, Spain, Italy, and
Ireland. The dissensions of the now numerous sects of
Protestants, the Catholic Counter-Reform, the Order of
Jesuits, and the enforcement of the laws against heresy, com-
bined to hold the countries of France, Spain, Italy and Ire-
land, while in all the other countries of the world it com-
menced a new organization, stronger, more perfect in dis-
cipline, more faithful in precepts, and more enduring. It had
been a great lesson to the Church, and henceforth it would
work, not by the power of princes and nobles, but by the
"Word of God, the power of Christ, and the purity of the
Virgin Mary. It was a lesson dearly bought, but one made
necessary to purify the Church, to expand the gospel, and to
teach Christian worship beyond the confines of Europe. God
had commanded that His Word should be preached in all the
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countries of the earth. The Church had established itself in
Europe. It had become powerful in the government of king-
doms, empires, and principalities, and in its magnificent
greatness had left the great pagan world to its own idolatry.
The lessons of sclf-denial must be taught anew; the Cruci-
fixion of Christ must become nearer and dearer; the virtue of
true worship must be better appreciated; the zeal, fidelity, and
endurance of true loyalty must be tested, and a new light in
the service of God must brighten the earth. These were
lessons that must be observed in the great expansion of
" Truth. They were the lessons of Christ as he taught the
multitudes in his earthly life. They were the lessons taught
by the Apostle Peter in the great persecution of -Rome, and
they are the lessons of to-day, which only grow brighter
and brighter as Christian enlightenment encircles the globe.
Among the most worthy Jesuits who taught Christianity
in foreign lands was the distinguished Francis Xavier, known
as the Apostle of the Indies. His labors in India, Japan,
and other. countries of the East, were marked by the wonder-
ful success of his missions. His earnest work developed a
Christian influence that can never die. He established the
Gospel of worship where the light of Christianity was never
seen before. The name of Francis Xavicr has ever been
revered for his patient endurance, his earnest and never-
complaining labor, and his faithful observance of Christian
duties. He became known throughout India as a man of
truth and love, a man of sympathy and tenderness, a man
of holy purity, a man whose life was devoted to the Christian
advancement of his fellow creatures.
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Francis Xavier was not alone in the work of spreading
the gospel of Christ. Volumes could be written of the cheerful
sacrifice of life and the unstinted application of ability of hun-
dreds of holy men, who have braved the dangers of exploration
and the dangers of savage warfare. In the early days of
America the;' taught the savage tribes of New England, of
the Great Mississippi Valley, on the Pacific Coast, and in the

\, home of the Montezumas. In history these names are credited
with opening the way of civilization, of preparing the gates
of immigration, and soothing the hatred of Indian discontent.
Among these men we find the ever-to-be-remembered hames
of Fathers Hennepin, La Salle, Joliet, and Marquette. These
men were missionaries and explorers of the Northern Lakes,
and the Mississippi Valley. They founded many missions
among the Indians and opened trade for the benefit of the
world.

But we will return to the Church of Rome. This separa-
tion, this Reformation, was a tearing down of the relations
between Church and State. It was a transfer of the making of
ecclesiastical laws to the States themselves, and in the re-
establishment of true worship the Church sought only to
spiritually improve the mind, to teach obedience to God’s
Laws, and sustain purity, truth, and devotion. The loss of
temporal power in no wise crushed the power and glory of

~ the Church, which is coeval with the beginning of Christian-
ity, and will be sustained until the end of time.

The greatest compliment which has ever been bestowed
upon the Church was by Macaulay, the great English his-
torian, when, in discussing the loss of temporal power, he
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says: “The Papacy still remains, not a mere antique, but
full of life and youthful vigor. The Pope is to-day the
supreme Head of a Church that was great and respected
before Saxon had set foot on Britain, before the Frank had
passed the Rhine, when Grecian eloquence still flourished in
Antioch, when idols were still worshiped in the temple of
Mecca. And she may still exist in undiminished vigor when
some traveler from New Zealand shall, in the midst of a vast
solitude, take his stand on a broken arch of London Bridge to
sketch the ruins of St. Paul’s.”

What a tribute to the glory and endurance of the Church
of St. Peter. He sees its existence when empires and nations
have passed away; when the workshop of life is lost in unbro-
ken silence; when the marts of commerce and trade are stilled
in the wilderness of desolation; when art and science are for-
gotten; when a vast solitude sweeps the proud shores of Old
England; when the grand structure of St. Paul shall have
mouldered into ruins; and even then she will exist in un-
diminished wisdom and vigor, until man has gone to his long
sleep, and time shall be no more.



CHAPTER XIII.

JOHN CALVIN. ULRIC ZWINGLI.

UTSIDE of Martin Luther and Henry VIII, John Cal-

vin was the most noted character in the days of the
Reformation. The nature of John Calvin was aristocratic,
rather than democratic. He taught reform in laws as well as
religion, but in practice governed with absolute despotism.
He was dictatorial, demanding the observance of his views,
and harsh in the denunciation of opposition. He obstinately
adhered to his own opinions, but did not hesitate to modify
them if by so doing he could gain advantage. He introduced
the gospel of his faith by despotism, not by conversion. To
disobey meant punishment. Civil officers were instructed to
suppress every Cathdljc manifestation, and to destroy every
“unnecessary” practice of faith. He was violently opposed
to the observance of abstinence from eating meat on Friday,
and appointed detectives to go among the people and report
their observation. A peasant who did not eat meat on Friday
was arrested for the violation of law and cast into prison.
The views of Calvin towards Catholics was one of malicious
hatred. He declared that all Catholic kings, princes, rulers,
and those engaged in government and teaching were the
enemies of God, and should be removed. Like Luther, he
could see only his own theology, and while Luther denounced
him as a heretic, yet Calvin pitied him for his ignorance.

His language was often abusive, and he was filled with deep
: 160




JoHN CALVIN. ULRIC ZWINGLI. 151

contempt, with harshness, and bitterness. He was an im-
placable enemy of the Catholic Church and constantly sought
to denounce the Pope. In France he was driven from place
to place because of his insolence to Church authority, and
his rabid utterances finally compelled him to leave his native
State to avoid arrest and punishment.

John Calvin was born in Noyon, France, July 10, 1509,
He became an early advocate of Reformation, and was so
intemperate in his assaults against Catholics that he was
obliged to leave the country. In 1535 he went to Switzerland,
where he prepared a new code of worship. Like Martin
Luther, he had been a priest and studied theology, and in the
zeal for furthering his own philosophy he founded the Cal-
vinistic doctrine of faith. At Ferrara he taught the Duchess
Renata, who became an ardent advocate of Calvin and ren-

" dered much assistance in the spreading of his teachings.

Before continuing with the history of John Calvin, we will
return to the political and religious history of Switzerland at
the time he first appears upon the stage of action. Switzer-
land was being aroused by other would-be reformers and
Calvin found a fertile soil in which to sow his seeds of refor-
mation. Previous to the appearance of John Calvin and
Ulric Zwingli the people of Switzerland were strongly Cath-
olic, but by the exhortations of Zwingli this new sect, called
Zwinglianism, had obtained a foothold in several cantons
and was made the law of these commonwealths. The pro-
posed creed was new to the people, somewhat novel in its
departure, and pleasing in its promises of universal faith.
1t declared the Catholic religion an unnecessary burden, and
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a power over civil authority which should be abolished. The
followers of Zwingli were shrewd in their management, and
sought to please through the advancement of that most likely
to give satisfaction. It could picture defects and at the same
time show by exhortation that the “true gospel” ‘was the
gospel of Reformation.

ULRIC ZWINGLI.

In 1518 the story of Martin Luther’s open hostility to the
Catholic Church by attaching his famous ninety-five theses
to the church door of Wittenberg, reached Switzerland, and
Zwingli, who had been studying theology, immediately saw
an opportunity to attract attention by advocating a special
reform of his invention. He was ambitious, active, and ener-
getic in his proposed line of action. He saw his opportunity
and deliberately prepared his translation of faith and advo-
cated the establishment of a new creed. Being a man ot
wonderful power of expression, in both written and spoken
language, he deftly prepared a doctrine of worship after the
general principles of Martin Luther, but differing in some
minor matters.

Having prepared his innovations, he proceeded to intro-
duce them in the great church of Zurich, where he had al-
ready become famous for his great learning and ability. This -
new reformation, coming from the source it did, was received
with marked attention, and although the people were some-
what skeptical as to Zwingli being a proper person to present
a new religion, on account of the character-of his private
life, yet they listened with interest, and when, in 1519, Bern-
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hardin Sampson appeared and publicly preached indulgences,
he attacked the Franciscan priest with all the power of his
eloquence, denouncing the practice as beneath Church rights
and its relation to humanity. He denounced the doctrine as
unchristian and unholy. His powerful protests were received
with favor among the authorities, and in 1520 the Great Coun-
cil of Zurich became so enamored with his doctrine that they
issued a decree demanding that all the priests of the canton
should preach only such doctrine as they could prove by the
Bible. Zwingli had said the principal tenets of the Catholic
Church were not founded on the Bible, and now, to be safe
m their instructions, the authorities demanded an exposition
of faith only in accordance with what could be proved by the
Holy Scriptures. They were not positive that Zwingli was
correct and the Catholic religion wrong, but if they were
confined to the Word of God there could be no mistake. They
believed in the exhortation of this reformer, but would leave
themselves on a sure footing by demanding a precof through
the words of the Bible.

Bishop Constance sought to oppose this heresy, but was
met with determined resistance, and his efforts were in vain.
The doctrine was something new and unique, and being freed
from moneyed exactions the people were attracted by its
seeming popularity, and preferred its easy disposition of
Church regulations. It demanded less Church restrictions and
more freedom of action. It was to be more the government
of each individual than the obedience to a powerful head.
It was strict in the observance of the Sabbath, but not in the

exactions of the Church. It placed the code of government
an
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as a law of each community, and when this was fulfilled there
was no other obligation to meet.

In 1522, Zwingli, who had disgraced his private life,
demanded that the bishop and those in authority should per-
mit the clergy to marry. He saw that his teachings of morals
were not in accordance with his known conduct, and to cover
his sins he demanded the right of marriage for the priests.

On January 23, 1523, Pope Adrian VI wrote a very kind
and affectionate letter to Zwingli admonishing him of his
evil conduct, and earnestly beseeched him to renounce his
public utterances, and become an honest, upright, and obe-
dient priest. He pointed out the errors of his ways, his life
of moral dissipation, and his disobedience of God’s laws and
the principles of the Church. The letter was one of advice
and entreaty. The Pope was considerate in his denunciation
of wrong, his explanation of errors, and his appeal to Chris-
tian virtue. He understood the fiery nature of this priest
reformer and sought to subdue his ambition by a personal
appeal to his manhood, his vows, and his duty to the Church
and obedience to those who were in authority. But alas! the
kindness of the Pope was bestowed upon a stubborn and
unappreciative mind. '

The letter was received with ill-favor. Zwingli exhibited
extreme folly in denouncing the entreaty in harsh and abusive
language. The Pope had sought, through the mildest means
possible, to convince him of his unjust denunciation, and as
man should treat man, he was entitled decent respect.
Instead of creating-thought and consideration, e disobedient
priest was more determined than ever to denounce the Pope
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and expand his own theology. His theories of religion must
not be questioned, even by the Church, against which he
threw his venomous declarations. It was no longer, Am I
right? but, How can I overthrow the power of the Pope and
establish my creed?

On January 29, 1523, a conference was held in Zurich to
consider the differences existing between the Pope and
Zwingli, which now had become a positive open revolt. This
conference must decide between these contending forces. At
this meeting Zwingli presented his sixty-five theses in defense
of his position and demanded a careful analysis of them.
These theses were so complicated the conference was unable
to thoroughly understand them, and while he was convicted v
of error in openly opposing, or rebelling against the Pope,
yet the conferenice did not declare him wrong in his declara-
tions of a proposed reformation.

A second conference was called in October following,
and although the friends of the Church worked hard to sub-
due the advancement of Zwinglianism, yet this second council
would not condemn. As a result of this decision the reformer
became bolder in the denunciation of the Pope’s authority,
and more aggressive in the dissemination of his new doctrine.
He advised his clerical adherents to disregard the established
law of the Church in regard to celibacy and become married
men, and he, himself, married Anna Reinhard, a widow, with
whom he had for years been in sinful intercourse.

The decisior ; the second conference was a great victory
for Zwingli. e had openly defied the Pope of Rome. He
had controlled the two councils, established a line of new
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ideas of worship, created religious power for himself, enthused
his followers, and to further his own selfish desires had dis-
obeyed the laws of the Church and was now a married priest.
Zwingli was now outside the Church. He had declared
against every distinct feature of worship. He had denounced
the observance of Friday, the benefits of confession, the
practice of penance, the veneration of the Virgin Mary and,
above all, the power of the Pope as the head of all the
Churches of the Catholic faith. He would destroy the form
of prayer, the blessing, the Holy Mass, the clerical raiment,
the emblems of Christ and his crucifixion, the altar and
incense, the celibacy of priests, the monasteries, and in strong
terms denounced the Jesuits as an order of no Christian
value, which should no longer be an incubus upon the body
of the Church,

It may seem strange that the authorities of Zurich should
tolerate the professions of Zwingli against the Church, but
when we consider that there were large possessions of
Church lands, vast numbers of gold and silver vessels, and
other valuable property, it is easy to see that through the
_mercenary motive of confiscation the commonwealth could
retain those lands, and all other property, and thus obtain
greater revenues for the benefit of the office holders, or
those having charge of the government of the State. It was
the same then as now. Money was the price of faith, the
metive-power of the worship of God, and the instrument by
which men weigh their honor, their happiness, and their im-
mortal life. Revenues for benefits to the individual only, not
tevenue for the building of churches, chapels, and missions
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of God, but revenue for selfishness, for power, and for the
splendor of court. It was this plea of Zwingli that won the
council of Zurich. By the overthrow of the Church, and
confiscation of its property, there would be an increase of
revenue, and at the same time an individual worship not under
control of a higher authority. These individual favors won
for this new apostle of reform the protection he desired, and
the religious power he sought to confer upon himself.

The protestation made by the Bishop of Constance was
not heeded, and no attention was paid to the assembly that
met at Lucerne to denounce the action of the council of
Zurich in confiscating Church property and allowing the
spread of the reform heresy. By the influence of Zwingli the
council issued a decree of religious persecution, by which the
- people were forbidden to recognize the Catholic worship in
any of its forms. Not only had they confiscated the property
of the Church but they would confiscate the conscience of
their people. They would destroy their established modes of
worship, the principles of their faith, and seek to establish a
new decree.

In 15256 this council forbade the sacrifice of the Mass, and
orderéd a destruction of all the Church emblems of worship.
The altars, pictures, raiments, crucifixes, images, music, and
other church property of this description was ordered
destroyed, and in place Zwingli introduced his version of the
Lord’s Supper as a chief discipline of worship. The obser-
vances of this new creed were cold and formal. There were
no requirements of self-sacrifice or humiliation. Penance
and confession wete unnecessary humiliation and repentance,
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and would be discarded. Observe the moral law and you have
observed the laws of the new church. It was the worship
of God according to the dictates of conscience. You obey the
edict of the commonwealth and you have fulfilled the require-
ments of your confession, your faith and your obligations to
God and man.

So strong was the requirement that all should serve God
in the participation of the Lord’s Supper, that a severe penalty,
or punishment, was meted out to all who refused to surrender
their form of worship and accept the new. So imperative be-
came the law or mandate that, in 1529, attendance at Mass
was forbidden in Zurich and adjoining cantons. The people
refused to surrender this great privilege of worship, and a
constant persecution was enforced to deprive them of it. On
absolutely refusing, they were imprisoned, fined, scourged,
and in many ways were made to suffer the penalty of dis-
obedience. In many instances it was but a repetition of the
old barbaric line of treatment. Caxsar was right and Caesar
must be obeyed. Zwingli was the gospel of salvation, and by
it all men must be saved.

Zwingli was made master of the religious’situation, and,-
like Martin Luther, sought to uphold Christian discipline by
a formula of how to worship, what to denounce in the Church
of Rome and in whom was delegated power to maintain this
new religion. In his sixty-five theses he pictured the faults of
the Pope and his Church, the inconsistency of its require-
ments, and the “true gospel” as discovered by his study of
philosophy and theology.

At Basle the same spirit of intolerance found free expres-
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sion, although at first it was opposed by the authorities, but
in 1527 Zwinglianism overcame all opposition, and, as in
Zurich, its Great Council excluded Catholics from member-
ship, broke in their churches, destroyed their evidences of
worship, and forced the people to become followers of their
faith. It was the work of a religious despot. It was tolera-
tion only as it obeyed their mandates. The new gospel of
Christ should be applied to all men without regard to favor,
feeling, or conscience. It had denied the Pope and his
Church, and in this denial all must unite in praising God for
its overthrow.

This heresy was preached at various other places and was
victorious over the established Church of Rome. In Berne
the Great Council gave resistance, but in so feeble a manner °
that the followers of Zwingli became doubly aggressive and
demanded the édoption of their reform. In 1528 a religious
conference was called to decide what should be done with
this heresy. By the action of several apostate priests the new
religion was adopted, and immediately there was begun a
persecution against the rights of Catholics to worship accord-
ing to their faith. The whole canton of Berne was declared
in favor of Zwingli, and toleration was no longer acknowl-
edged by that government.

The defeat of the Pope and the Church was a sad thing
for them. They were robbed of that God-given right to wor-
ship according to the dictates of conscience. But here no
conscience was allowed. It was an imperative mandate. The
new religion was to be enforced without regard to its origin,
the character of the founder, or the divine authority of its
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establishment. The philosophy of Zwingli must be enforced,
the Pope denied, and the Church of Rome scandalized, villi-
fied, condemned, and made to suffer the most degrading per-
secutions that force could invent. Not only were their
churches desecrated by the hand of the vandal, but all forms
of Christ’s crucifixion, his Blessed Mother, the holy vessels,
the remembrances of the Apostle Peter, and all features that
gladden the heart of the true Catholic were spit upon, trampled
upon, destroyed or confiscated in the mad desire to rid the
canton of all things that represented the faith of the Church
of Rome. Not content with the destruction of church em-
bellishments and the sanctity of the altar, they would, in many
instances, burn the churches, imprison the priests and terror-
ize the people. Fathers and mothers were threatened with
imprisonment, their property confiscated, their lands deeded
to new adherents, and in many instances publicly scourged for
failing to comply with the new force. Where they were stub-
born and refused to comply with the demand, their children
were taken from them and placed under influences which
would mold the new belief as the true religion into their hearts
and minds.

While the people were not massacréd, as in the days of
Nero, or the French Reign of Terror, yet the methods were
almost as brutal in their compulsion, in their despotic denun-
ciation of free worship, and in their encroachment upon
every right of the people. It was the re-habilitation of every
feature of the persecution of early Christianity except the
penalty of death. Its encroachments upon other cantons
caused a furious war to ensue. It was a war resulting from
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the fiery exhortations of Zwingli to prostitute the whole Cath-
olic Church in Switzerland. Not content with his reformation
in the cantons where he had obtained authority, he must
dominate over all the Churches, and wipe out what he called
a stench upon the religion of the world.

The war raged with the desperation of uncontrolled fury.
On the one side was the aggression of this new religious force.
It was wild with fanatic persecution. It had become a relig-
ious craze in which all men were wrong except themselves.
They were the true apostles of faith, and the great salvation
of God must be accepted by force, if not by willingness of
heart. There could be no question, no remonstrance, no devia-
tion from the law laid down. By Zwingli they had found the
right and all men must be saved whether they wanted to be
or not. On the other side were the devout Catholics, earnest
in their faith, true to the teachings of their Church and deter-
mined in the defense of their rights. They had borne this
persecution until its hardships were beyond endurance. They
had suffered the destruction of their churches, their altars,
pictures and relics. They had seen the images of Christ and
the Blessed Virgin Mary torn down and blasphemed against.
They had seen all that was most near and dear to the Catholic
heart ruthlessly destroyed, or defiled, by the hand of the
religious assassin, and now they were ready to lay down their
lives rather than longer submit to the desecration of their
family worship. It had reached the last point of endurance,
the die was cast, the further encroachment of religious intoler-
ance must cease, or they die in battle as martyrs to their con-
victions of right.
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In this struggle the cause of Zwingli was unsuccessful in
forcing his faith beyond the provinces he then controlled.
Zwingli, himself, was slain, and in the peace which followed
there was greater moderation in the enforcement of hateful
forms of worship. The battle of Cappel, on October 11, 1531,
will ever be remembered by Catholics as a grand victory over
the encroachments of this new Protestant Reformation. It
was instituted by the ambition of a restless and impetuous
apostate priest—a priest of low moral character, who, to cover
his sins, sought to invent excuses, by pai'ading as a great
humanitarian. He would excite the ambition of others to
villify the Catholic Church, to destroy the power of the Rope,
and to make himself powerful in the establishment of a pro-
posed reform. His death was the downfall of oppression and
further persecution by his followers.

JOHN CALVIN.

After the battle of Cappel the Canton of Berne sought to
influence the city of Geneva to adopt this new faith, not so
much from a religious standpoint as from a political one.
These provinces were allied politically and now Berne sought
to make closer the relations by adopting the same religion.
The Council of Geneva finally yielded to the entreaties of
Berne and the Catholic religion was formally renounced and
Zwinglianism was declared the religion of this rich and power-
ful city. The Council now permitted a desecration of all Cath-
olic Churches, 'and, as in the other cantons, all articles of
faith and worship were destroyed, and the people forced to
bow to the hand of the vandal. It was but a repctition of
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what has been described in Zurich, Berne, and other Catholic
places. The emblems of faith, such as altars, relics, paintings,
sculptured itizages, holy vessels, and -all articles of Christian
worth were destroyed, and the power of the Council made
supreme. It was a declaration of intolerance, or persecution,
and to protest was imprisonment, punishment, confiscation
and ruin. Ministers were accompanied by armed troops to
forcibly take possession of churches, rid them of emblems, and
force the people to attend worship against the dictates of their
own conscience. Every opposition made by the people and
priests was suppressed by the power of the troops. To refuse
to obey was to sleep in a dungeon, to suffer the spoliation of
property, to be exiled from family and friends, and to bear the
indignities of a cruel persecution.

We may sometimes think ill of those honest people who
submitted to the destruction of their religion and mode of
worship, but when we consider their position, their long con-
tinuance in obedience, and their lack of education, we cannot
blame them too severely, for who of you, dear readers, could
stand this force of law and government? Consider, then, these
persecutions, and see an armed force enter your church,
destroy your emblems of worship, cast you into prison for
disobedience, threaten the removal of your children, the con-
fiscation of your property, and at the same time know their
ability and disposition to carry out their edicts, and you would
not be human if you did not protect your home; your family,
and yourself. It is but human nature to defend loved ones,
home, and its sacred influences. Few could resist the demands
of this force, and no one should be condemned for seeking
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his personal protection. It was not the same condition that
surrounded the Christians at the time of Nero. Then the
Church was seeking its foundation, its basis of endurance, and
its rock of salvation. It was the establishment of Christ’s
Church by the Apostle Peter. It was a time when to falter
meant everlasting defeat. It meant that the pagan world was
lost to human agency. It must be the sacrifice of liberty, of
all things earthly, and of life. It was to prove that the crucifix
was stronger in God’s hands than was persecution in the
hands of murderers and assassins. It was the order of God
that men should lay down their lives that Christ might be
glorified. It was to prove to the pagan rulers that Christ
could not be dethroned, nor faith in him shaken by crucifixion.
At the time of John Calvin and Ulric Zwingli it was not a
question of Christ, but how best to serve him. These reform-
ers had no fight with the Catholic Church as to the divinity of
Christ, or the future existence of man. It was the faith, the
creed, the church. It was whether the Pope should be at the
head of all Christendom, or whether the worship of God
should be at the will of any one who should choose a new
theology. They preached salvation through Christ crucified,
and through their version of a “true gospel” and a true relig-
ion, while the people protesting against the forms of reforma-
tion were submissive, because they were still allowed to wor-
ship their Savior and venerate the Blessed Virgin Mary. Had
they been compelled to worship idolatry these reformers could
never have gained control over them. The people were made
to believe that the Church of Rome had degenerated from the
true religion, and being powerful in exhortation, they obtained
ready concessions from many of their followers.
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One of the effects of this new innovation was to destroy
discipline, destroy the observance of religious government, the
true character of faith, and the careful consideration of sin.
It had destroyed Penance and Confession, and in its place
had grown up the weeds of a licentious disposition. Nature
had not been curbed and the evil influences of a lustful nature
were destroying the groundwork of purity, the reverence of
truth, and the protecting influence of the teachings of the
Church. These elements of man’s nature being freed from the
restraint of the Church, grew stronger and stronger, and more
dangerous to the morals of .the people, until it became the
ruling passion of society. The leaders sought in vain to stay
the tide of itnmorality, but were powerless to check its way.
Catholic restraint was gone, and with its absence the vile
passions of men became uncontrollable, dangerous to govern-
ment and dangerous to the welfare of society, of religion,
and of order.

At this critical point of the Reformation of Ulric Zwingli,
John Calvin entered Geneva with his doctrine of worship, his
new power of expression, and his new version of the Gospel
of Repentance. The people became interested in this new
leader, were easily seduced from following Zwingli, and ac-
cepted the faith as now laid down by John Calvin.

Soon after the arrival of Calvin in Geneva he married the
widow of an Anabaptist of Strasburg. In 1541 he was given
almost absolute control over the ecclesiastical government.
His worship was cold and formal, consisting in special prayers,
psalm-singing, catechetical instructions and sermons. All
ornaments, raiments, images, or pictures were removed from
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the church. The finery of dress was considered sinful, and
mirth must be subdued, as this was one of the great agencies
of the devil.

Calvin saw the benefits of confession and desired to intro-
duce it into his service, but owing to the Zwinglian influence
he adopted open confession during church services. This con-
fession was only the admission that the individual had received
Christ in his heart, and desired to stand upon the faith of this
new creed. It was not the admission of any particular sin, but

“a declaration of repentance, and the desire that God will
forgive. I

For the maintenance of moral discipline, a church tribunal
was established to keep watch over individuals, or families,
and ascertain if they were proper in conduct, and were regular
attendants at church worship. This tribunal was composed of
preachers and laymen, and was allowed to encroach upon the
sacred rights of the home. They were allowed to listen at the
keyhole, to enter as spies, or in any way whatever to obtain
the secrets of the household. It was a most infamous inquisi-
torial machine. They had not only the right to enter the
house at any hour, but were empowered to question the in-
dividuals, ask for evidence, and"if in their judgment they were
guilty of misconduct, to declare a punishment. The most
stringent measures were adopted to enforce the rules of the
Church and the ordinances of the city. Some of the most
innocent pleasures were denied, as the somber faces of the
leaders could scarcely permit anything that would provoke
mirth or jollification. Even family festivals were forbidden,
and to dance was an abomination unto the Lord.
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The old residents were unwilling to submit to these re-
strictions upon their innocent pleasures. They were not raised
with apparent sadness and sorrow in their faces. Theirs had
been a life of pleasant recollections, and pleasant expectations
for the future, and now to wrinkle the forehead in deep medita-
tion, and to frown and scowl at every feature of worldly pleas-
ure, was too much for their forbearance, but to rebel meant
punishment, and in many instances execution. Civil officers
received strict orders to suppress every Catholic demonstra-
tion. If a Catholic refused to obey the mandates of this new
religious law he was punished according to the enormity of the
preclaimed sin.  If he refused to eat meat on Friday it meant
imprisonment until his public confession declared this sacri-
fice as an unworthy observance, and should be abolished. The
authority of Calvin was most despotic, and his inhuman sever-
ity in the enforcement of his religious laws was degrading,
offensive, and intolerant. His abuse of all things Catholic
was but the natural overflow of his unconcealed hatred. He
was devoid of conscience in the exccution of penalties, and
for Catholic human life there was no justice, shame, or re-
morse. To be a Catholic was to be an enemy of God, and as
God was the great central figure of worship, there must be no
opposition to his appointed time, place, and manner.

It is from John Calvin, we find, that the strict and extreme-
ly orthodox Covenanters of Scotland, and the Puritans of New
England descend. These pcople have ever been the closest
disciples of a stern and unforgiving religion. They seem to
inherit the enmity of all things Catholic, and are opposed, in
a great measure, to all things not strictly in conformity with
their belief of life and its eternity.



CHAPTER XIV.

SUMMARY OF THE REFORMATION.

N the preceding chapter we have given a short account of
the Lutheran Reformation, its causes, results, and effects.
The history of Martin Luther is one of remarkable record.
He was brilliant in thought and ingenuity, powerful in presen-
tation, and cool and adroit in plans and execution. Few men
have lived who could mold public sentiment with such power
of fascination. Like Napoleon Bonaparte, he was the master
of all situations and at all times. His power of eloquence was
equaled-only by the mesmeric influence of his presence. These
powers won for him admiration of character, fervent devotion
to principle, and profound veneration for his understanding.
The early purity of his life, and his love and obedience to the
Pope, stands in strong contrast to his future hate, malice, and
persecution. .

In the study of theology his mind conspired at conclusions,
wrought out new inventions of ideas, and arranged them for
the benefits of adoption. At fi1st these thoughts were in wild
expansion, but by the force of concentration he evolved a new
line of religious control, a new system of worship and a new
doctrine of Divinity. Alone and unaided he stood before the
Christian world defiant and aggressive. His friends were
dumbfounded at his audacity, and the Pope laughed at his
earnestness. As he had no enemies, there were none to revile,

or to secretly seek to overthrow. His ninety-five theses were
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circulated as a startling announcement of something, they
knew not what. It was like a flash of lightning from a clear
sky. They came unannounced and in their startling assertions
were like the weird whisperings of a mighty storm. The
Christian world was amazed, stupefied in astonishment, over-
whelmed in consternation, and yet Martin Luther stood like a
great gaunt specter rising higher and higher in the sublimity
of his awful daring. And there on the brink of a fearful
precipice he stood waiting the result of his proposed Refor-
mation. .

Gradually he surrounded himself with a powetful force of
friends and allies. The Pope grew serious and asked for an
explanation of his remarkable conduct. Luther fell upon his
knees and begged the Church to accept his doctrine, his
theology, his invention. He would revolutionize all forms of
worship. He would point out the straight and narrow way.
He would lead a true repentance. He would be the mortal
Messiah of the Church, the representative of Christ, and the
true apostle of worship. All these he would bestow upon
Christianity if the Church would but fall down and worship
him. He appealed to the princes to overthrow the power of
the Pope, to appropriate the revenues to their own use; to
become independent, and more powerful in government. The

. Diets, when convened, condemned him as a heretic, but no
one sought to enforce the edict. The Pope was finally obliged
to excommunicate him, althoiugh he left the door open for
confession. They believed the passion of Luther would pass
away and he would yet return to his mother’s love. But the

fiery zeal of uncontrolled force drove him further and further
12)
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from the hearthstone of affection, from the power that endowed
him with learning, the power that bestowed upon him position
and fame, that ripened his manhood into the conscious power
of strength, ability, and character. From this love, this affec-
tion, this endowment, he turned with all the malignant desire
of a depraved nature, and all because his theology, his philos-
ophy was not adopted as the foundation of the future Church
of Rome.

From this revolt of Martin Luther originated the long line
of Protestant doctrines of worship. When once a people are
divided in opinions there will arise a Babel of voices clamoring
for this or that, for consideration, for expansion, for rejection,
for issues of every character which the ingenuity of man can
invent. So frail is man in his own power of understanding,
that any creed, no matter how ridiculous, how ungodly in
character, or how foreign to the light of reason, if presented
with eloquence and apparent faith, will find its followers, and
in proportion to the energy used to advance this thought or
theory, so will this new doctrine expan:i multiply, and become
the law of men, states, and nations.

It is Satan’s scheme to first create discerd, then division,
then anarchy, then ruin. It is only by strength that progress,
enlightenment, and Christianity moves this world of motion.
Destroy strength and you destroy the whole fabric of purpose,
oi light, of endurance, and power. God ordained that law,
order, and obedicnce must be the groundwork of happiness.
Without law there can be no security of life, no guarantee of
purpose, and no protection of rights. Without order we have
chaos and ruin. Without obedience it is one realm of mutiny,
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a storm-tossed ship without rudder or compass, a mob with-
out leadership, an army without a general, and honesty with-
ont truth.

The Catholic Church was founded by Jesus Christ, and
the Apostle Peter was its first visible head, and in these 2,000
years it has remained steadfast in its promotion of truth and
Christianity. Nations have lived and died, and yet in all the
varied changes of institutions, in all the expansion and contrac-
tion of governments, we find this Church at the beginning and
at the end. It is the Alpha and Omega, the first to preach
the gospel of Christ, the first to lay down their lives in sus-
taining the true faith of God. And while they suffered death
by ghastly brutal means, by fire and sword, by crucifixion, yet
in all its persecution it grew brighter and brighter, its influence
spread farther and farther, until the whole world seemed to
yield to Christian power.

Such is the history of the Catholic Church, and while
paganism sought to persecute it out of existence, yet in the -
hands of God this persecution was but the means of perfecting
its streng'th, its power, and its glory. And while Martin
Luther sought to tear down its foundation of principles and
build upon its fallen structure the story of Reformation, yet
it passes through these years of assault, freed from the dross
of indulgence, of conspiracy, and of jealous power. Not once
in its long line of triumphs and adversity has the Church been
made weaker in its defense, less devout in its teachings, or less
dim in its splendor, but ever rises, purer in purpose, more
stable -in discipline, and more grand in the development of
Christian love and forbearance.



CHAPTER XV.

LY

THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR.

S has been mentioned in a preceding chapter, this “Thirty
Years’ War” was the last great combat between Prot-
estants and Catholics in Europe. It was the most disastrous
conflict since the beginning of the Christian Era. History
informs us that its effect upon Germany alone was beyond
calculation, that it is impossible to give expression to its
wretchedness, its devastation of cities, homes, and country.
In 1618, the date of the commencement of this struggle, Ger-
many had a population of 30,000,000; at its close, in 1648, it
numbered less than 12,000,000. No one can comprehend this
terrible destruction of life and property. Many of the most
flourishifg cities were almost completely destroyed, and com-
-merce, trade and industries ruined. The magnificent city of
Berlin was reduced to a few hundred destitute and starving
people. The duchy of Wiirtemberg could scarcely number
50,000 individuals, where before there flourished more than
half a million. The ruins of the homes of peasants were on
every hand—on all sides was despair and desolation. The
country was literally a blackened waste of war’s destruction.
No enterprise, no trade, no commerce, nothing of the arts,
sciences, or learning. Education was entirely neglected, ex-
cept the education for war. Children were born and grew to
manhood with the cry of Reformation on their lips,. with

the denunciation of all things Catholic in their hearts, and
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with war as the only aim of life. It was the most barbaric age
of German existence. Moral law was lost in the forgetful-
ness of duty to mankind. Vice, nourished by the impure at-
mosphere of constant camp life, had full sway; licentiousness
ruled supreme. Cities that erstwhile had spread renown with
their paintings and sculptures, now lay in ruins and neglect.
“In character, in intelligence, and in morality, the German
people were set back two hundred years.”

The followers of Martin Luther may. declare that this
awful calamity was the work of Catholics and of Catholic
inception, but in this they are much mistaken. It was a con-
flict almost directly traceable to Protestant revolt from the
Roman Church, and we find that the spirit of conquest and
political aspirations entered largely into it. But construe
it as we may, it was the termination of the great religious re-
volt, or Reformation, begun by Martin Luther, Ulric Zwingli,
and John Calvin. While they may rejoice in the overthrow
of Papal authority, yet their victory was gained only by an
enormous sacrifice of blood and treasure. The desolation of
the German empire; the 18,000,000 people lost in the conflict;
the destruction of commerce; the decline of architecture, of
learning and of science; the loss of character; the political dis-
union; the vice, misery, and degradation incident to a war of
this nature: all these must be added to the price of their
victory.

In 1608 the Protestants of Germany formed the Evan-
gelical Union for the purpose of encroaching upon Catholic
religious sovereignty, by extending their form of worship.
In order to defend themselves against this encroachment the
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Catholics, the following year, organized a confederation
known as the Holy League. These two organizations at—
times became desperately hostile, and all Germany was being

rapidly prepared for the fierce religious war that soon fol-
“lowed.

The first cry of war was in Bohemia, where the Protest-
ants rose in revolt against their Catholic king, Ferdinand.
Having overthrown Ferdinand, they elected Frederick V, of
the Palatinate, son-in-law of James I of England. The new
Protestant king immediately expelled the Jesuits, commanded
obedience to his decree of worship, and established the religion
of Martin Luther throughout the province. The Bohemian
king,- Ferdinand, again obtained control of imperial affairs,
however, and his followers elected him emperor and rallied
to his support. As the Catholics were highly incensed at the
Protestant king, Frederick, for his unjust conduct against the
Jesuits, and the enforcement of his creed among the people,
they made a desperate effort to regain their religious rights,
and in this effort Ferdinand was successful. The revolt was
quelled, the leaders of the insurrection executed, and the
reformation in Bohemia came to an ignominious end.

The success of Ferdinand created consternation among
the Protestant German princes, and they appealed to the
king of Denmark, Christian IV, to come to their assistance.
The king, being supported by England and Holland, willingly
entered the contest in behalf of the (.}erman Protestants, who
were greatly encouraged by this new alliance. On the side
of the Catholics were two noted leaders—Tilly, who com-
manded the Holy League, and Wallenstein, who commanded
the Imperial army.
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The struggle that followed was desperate in the extreme.
The Protestants fought to overthrow the Church of Rome,
and the Catholics to ;egain their confiscated property—
churches, monasteries, and other ecclesiastical lands. On the
one side it was to conquer Romanism and extend the Refor-
mation; while on the other, it was to regain possession of
what was lost. In this war Christian was defeated and, in
1629, sued for peace and retired from the struggle. In this
peace the Edict of Restitution restored to the Catholics of
North Germany all the property confiscated by the Protest-
ants, in violation of the terms agreed to at Augsburg in 1555.

In this connection it may be well to mention the nature of
this Augsburg treaty. It was a convention of the princes of
the German states whereby it was agreed that every prince
should decide the faith he and his people should follow, tak-
ing his choice between the Catholic and Protestant religions,
and when he had chosen his religion, that religion must re-
main inviolate. As will be seen, the people were not consid-
ered at all. If a prince decided to become a Protestant, his
subjects must become followers of the same faith, whether so
inclined or not. It was toleration to princes, but intoleration
to the people. As the people were originally Catholic, it be-
came a religious burden and a persecution. But, according
to this agreement, each prince should have complete religious
control, and no force should be resorted to, to add to or take
from. It was an agreement binding each party to observe the
religious rights of others.

It was the violation of this treaty that was\largely respon-
sible for the declaration of war. The Protestants had con-
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fiscated valuable property which, in the Peace of Liibeck,
restored to the Catholics, through the Edict of Restitution,
two archbishoprics, twelve bishopri®s, many monasteries with
their valuable possessions, chapels, churches, and other ecclesi-
astical property.

In 1630, Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, resolved to
throw his influence towards the German forces, and strive to
regain what Protestantism had lost. Accordingly, at the
head of 16,000 Swedes, he entered Northern Germany, but
the dispirited Germans were slow to renew the conflict,
and Tilly captured and burned the city of Magdeburg, and
slew 30,000 of the inhabitants. The Protestant princes imme
diately upon this united their forces with the king of Sweden
and, in 1631, at the celebrated battle of Leipsic, defeated Tilly
with great loss. Later Tilly was again defeated and fatally
wounded, thus giving Gustavus a decided victory.

Wallenstein was now called to head the armies of the
Holy League, and, through his great popularity, was soon
in command of 40,000 determined men wha, in 1632, attacked
the Swedes on the field of Lutzen, in Saxony, and gave them
battle. This conflict was one of the most stubborn and des-
perate battles fought in the entire period of wars. The Swedes
were victorious, but Gustavus was killed. Notwithstanding

. the Swedish king and commander was killed, the Swedes
would not withdraw from the conflict, but continued to fight
for the cause of Protestant Germany for several years there-
after.

And so the terrible desolation of war went on. Those
who were engaged in the first years of the war, had now
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passed away, and new leaders, with new ideas of conquest,
filled the ranks of those engaged in this greatest of religious
struggles, It was not until 1643 that the first whisperings of
peace were heard. The country was ruined, the cities depop-
ulated, and yet with all this bloodshed, rapine, murder, and
desolation, no one desired peace unless on terms advantageous
to his side. Peace would be gladly welcomed, but it must be
a Protestant or a Catholic peace. The division of territory
must be made in such a manner as to be satisfactory to
Sweden, Germany, France, and the Roman States. For five
years there was constant discussion and negotiation, until at
last the celebrated treaty of Westphalia was established and
agreed to by the different European powers.

The chief articles agreed to were divided into two divi-
sions—territorial boundaries, and religious control. In the
division of territory the Holy Roman empire was shorn of
some of its possessions. Switzerland was declared no longer
a subject of Rome, although in reality it had been independent
for a long time. The United Netherlands was also declared
independent, while France gathered in the cities of Metz, Toul,
Verdun, and a large portion of Alsace and Lorraine. Sweden
was given a long strip on the Baltic Sea from Northern Ger-
many, and in Germany many changes were made in favor of
the various princes.

In the matter of religion, the Catholics, Lutherans, and
Calvinists were placed on the same footing. The Protestants
were to retain all the Church property in their possession in
1624, and every prince was to dictate the religion of his people,
and given the power to banish all who refused to acknowledge
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the established creed, but such persons were to be allowea
three years in which to emigrate. It was religious toleration
for three years, but after that all failing to comply with the
requirements must be expelled.

Thus closed the most costly war in blood and treasurc
the world has ever seen. The strength of Germany had
waned; it had become weak and dispirited. Her people had
lost almost every sentiment of pride and hope. Her desola-
tion was complete. Her population was decimated to less
than one-half, her industries were ruined, her arts lost in the
turmoil of war, and her advancement in Christianity almost
entirely checked by the results of this most cruel and inhuman
war.

But at last we reach the end of the persecution. The
Pcace of Westphalia marks the end of the religious wars oc-
casioned by the Reformation. A century and a third had
almost passed since the first declaration of religious reform
had been spoken. Martin Luther and John Calvin had long
since gone to their final rest.

The secds of the Reformation had established the two
great religious creeds, Lutheranism and Calvinism, but we
can never compute the cost of their establishment. To locate
the followers of these two creeds by nationality, we might
include Germany, NorWay and Sweden, Denmark, the Neth-
erlands, and Switzerland, in the list of those most interested in
the religion of Martin Luther, while the followers of John
Calvin were the Huguenots of France, the Covenanters of
Scotland, the Puritans of England, and the Pilgrim Fathers
of the new world.
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At this period history closes the general religious wars,
although many minor conflicts and persecutions have pre-
vailed. The treaty of Westphalia is a prominent monument
in the dividing line of two great periods of history. It marks
the religious end of the Reformation and the beginning of
the troubles of political revolution. Henceforth nations will
not make religion a basis of war and desolation. It will be
wars of government, and not of creed; conquest for the sake
of territory, and not the form of worship. It will be a scramble
for place and preferment. The gospel of Christ will be
preached for the repentance of men, and not for their persecu-
tion and crucifixion. And as we draw nearer and_nearer to
the close of the nineteenth century, we more fully appreciate
the blessings of toleration, the true influences of Christianity,
the true spirit of devotion, discipline and haf‘mony. It is
new no longer a conquest by force. The true faith of the
Apostle Peter controlg the mind, the heart, and conscience
of men. It is no longer fire and sword, but the teachings
of Christ, who, in the agonies of death, would forgive his
cnemies and in this forgiveness ask his Father in Heaven
to also forgive “for they know not what they do.”

The advancement of the Catholic Church is fast outstrip-
ping the Protestant faith. Its gospel has been translated and
preached in every country of the earth. Its missions of peace
have penetrated the dark interior of Asia and Africa. It is
foremost in all the countries of South America, Mexico, and
Central America. Its magnificent institutions are seen every-
where in the United States and Canada. It is no longer per-
secuted in England, Ireland, Germany, and Russia. The
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great Church of England is becoming friendly, and many be-
lieve in reuniting. The Greek Church of Russia is already
considering a means of uniting these two great forces in one
harmonious whole. The enemies of Rome no longer pro-
claim the Church as dangerous to civilization, to progress, and
to education. The Pope to-day stands as the greatest arbiter
of peace in the whole realm of diplomacy. He knows that
war and religion do not go hand in hand, that national con-
flicts destroy the fruits of Christianity, divide nations, breed
Atheism, and foster disobedience to God and His divine
teachings. °
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THE HUGUENOTS.
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