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FOURTH BOOK

CHAPTER L

THE ACCESSION OF FREDERICK I, AND THE BEGINNING
OF HIS CAMPAIGNS.

AvrrER things had advanced so far as we have already
seen, it was impossible that the death of one ruler
and the accession of another should again produce a
change so complete and fundamental in the govern-
ment of Prussia as those which had taken place on
the accession of the great Elector, or of King Fre-
derick William I. The name of Prussia had not
now a merely geographical meaning: it signified a
nation and government of a peculiar stamp and cha-
racter. It was impossible for any successor to the
throne to call in question, or to attempt any arbitrary
- change in the established organization of the State by
which his own power was conferred. But an ener-
getic spirit was required to wield and develope the
vast authority which acerued to the sovereign ; great
VOL. II. . B



2 THE HOUSE OF BREANDENBURG. [BOOK IV.

gifts of genius were needed to compass that inde-
pendent position which the whole State strove to
attain.

We already know the intellectual and moral power
of the man who was next destined to this office ; but
in order fully to understand what Frederick was
when he came into possession of the regal power, we -
must take into consideration the studies and occupa-
tions with which he employed the years of leisure
that were still granted to him.

We may look upon it as one of the main conse-
quences of the domestic storms which we have men-
tioned, that Frederick latterly devoted a regular and
strict attention to political and military affairs, a duty -
to which he had formerly been greatly averse. This
he did, not only out of consideration for his father,
but from a perception of its necessity. His mind,
which now opened itself to manly impulses, took this
direction of its own accord.

He was not permitted to neglect his economical
studies at Ruppin, whither, after the reconciliation,
he retired, in the year 1732, as colonel of an infantry
regiment. At the very beginning Frederick was
charged to draw up a new scheme for the manage-
ment of the office of crown lands at Ruppin, which
he did with great labour and difficulty; but he was

fortunately able to suggest some reforms which did -

not entail the imposition of any fresh taxes. Per-
sonal interest fixed his attention upon these pursuits
since Rheinsberg had been purchased for him. He
carefully inspected the estate beforehand, and the
statement that he sent in was well received by the
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King.* He not only rebuilt the castle, but also
increased his possessions by further purchases, and
endeavoured to improve his property. He devoted
especial attention to the gardens; we also find that
he made new experiments in farming, which he
thought very imperfect on his estate.

But his attention was chiefly devoted to mlhtary
affairs, and so it always continued.

The monotonous repetition of daily routine busi-
ness is apt to engender an inward irony, which arises
less from bitterness of spirit than from a sensation of
weariness. Frederick was not so completely absorbed
in the exercise of his military duties, but that this
feeling sometimes came over him. “1T drill,” said he
one day, “I have drilled, and I shall drill.” Never-
theless, he devoted himself to it with the utmost
zeal. He endeavoured immediately to introduce into

his own regiment every new improvement in the
minutis of drill that was adopted at Potsdam. He

* 15th Nov., 1733. Frederick William’s answer 21st Nov. :
“Und ist mir diese eure Application angenehm.”—(And this
your application is agreeable to me.) In March, 1784, the
76,000 thalers, the price agreed upon, were paid. On 3rd April,
“ Wegen des Baues miisst ihr euch einen guten Baumeister oder
Ingenieur suchen, der euch was Artiges banet und commode an-
leget.”—(On account of the building, you must seek out some
good architect or engineer, who will build you something hand-
some and convenient.) The Prince writes on 14th Feb., 1735,
that as his father had given him Rheinsberg, he would send him
the first fruits of any thing grown there. On 28th Sept.,
1788, he intends himself to attend to Zernikow, which had been
bought a year before, ““umb einige Sachen in der Wirthschaft
zu probiren und selbiges in recht guten Stand zu bringen,”—
(in order to try some points of farming, and to bring the same
into a right good condition.)

B2

1




4 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG.  [BOOK IV.

} eagerly sought for tall recruits in the distant'coun-
{ tries: we constantly find Lorraine, Hungary, and
Sweden mentioned with a view to this object. He
took the greatest care of the health and discipline of
his regiment; he kept with his own hand a register
of the conduct of his officers,* specifying their morals
and capabilities: and the gravity with which he
judged others must have had its effect upon his own
conduct. He felt the satisfaction of a diligent work-
man, when at length the King showed himself pleased
with him and with his regiment at a review.
In this province, too, the Prince found suggestion
and impulse to further studies.

\ About this time appeared the military memoirs of
the Marquis de Feuquieres, a work which, although
incomplete and not free from errors in the first edi-
tion, was on the whole genuine and instructive.
This book, founded on the personal experience of the
author, contains information of great value to officers
of all ranks, and was extremely useful as an expo-
nent of the system upon which the new method
of warfare was based. In it the campaigns of

\ Louis XIV. are treated according to their import-
ance in a military point of view; and the characters
of the several great generals of the time, of Condé,
Turenne, and more especially Luxembourg, stand out
in bold relief, each one with his peculiar merits as a

* E.G. 1785. Major v. Kahlbutz is a good manager, has
sense and application: 1785, v. Born—a quiet officer, by no
means stupid : the same in 1789 is a very good officer, a good
manager, comports himself well, is accurate in service, has a
good understanding.
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tactician or a leader strongly defined. This was a
far different study for a future commander from the
information contained in the Theatrum Europszum.
Frederick read the book with the greatest avidity ;
he had a keen perception of the difference between
a description, such as that which Ramsay had drawn
up of Turenne—although he read this also with plea-
sure—and a narrative like that by Feuquieres, who
seized upon the decisive events with a keen glance
and transports his reader into the midst of the actions
which he describes. The book had a marked and
permanent effect upon Frederick.

Moved by a wish to give some instruction in one of
the chief branches of the art of war, the Prince of
-Anhalt took the trouble to compose *“a detailed de-
scription of the manner in which a town should be
besieged,” illustrated with large plans. Leopold
appears to have feared that many of his readers
would disapprove the form in whick his book was
drawn up.* But Frederick thought that nothing so
clear and so instructive had as yet been published,
and often proved his own judgment by reference to it.

The Prince of Anhalt also allowed one of the

* “Wozu sich kein anderer Stylus geschicket, als wie es
nach altem Kriegsgebrauch denen Oberstwachtmeisters in deren
Schreibtafeln dictiret wird.”—(Whereunto none other style
. suiteth, save such as is dictated according to old military

custom to serjeants to be written in their tablets.) Compare

Hahnke Friedrich-des Grossen Briefe an seinen Vater, p. 125,

The King likewise took an interest in it. ‘ Wenn ibr wieder

hieher kommet, habet ihr solche (Plane) mitzubringen.”—

(“ When you come here again, you are to bring them (the plans)
. with you.”) :
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ablest officers of his regiment, of the name of Henry
Augustus von Fouquet, who had formerly served as
his page, and who possessed his entire confidence, to
spend two-thirds of the year with the Crown-Prince
at his castle of Rheinsberg or at Ruppin. The most
intimate friendship grew up between Frederick and
Fouquet. They founded an order, with the name of
the knight ‘sans peur et sans reproche,” the object
of which was to promote purity of life as well as the
study of military history, and to direct attention to
the statement and solution of military problems.*
These studies were_interrupted by the prospect of
war; if indeed the campaign of 1734 can be consi-
dered as a real war. Much as Frederick wished and
expected to see Eugene storm the works thrown up
by the French, still, in spite of his youth, he fully
understood the reasons why no real attack was ever
made. He watched the proceedings of friend and foe,
for he wanted only, as he expressed it in one of his
letters, to learn the trade of a soldier, the sure road to
glory, and he impartially admired the conduct of the
leaders of both sides. He thought the very inactivity
of the imperialist general honourable, for by it he
succeeded in maintaining a position from which the
enemy endeavoured to drive him. Frederick him-
self gave a proof of his courage, which raised him in
the estimation of the whole army. While passing
through a wood near Philippsburg on his return from
a reconnoitring expedition, he for the first time
heard the shot plunging about him, and shattering

* Unfortunately the only information on this subject is to be
found in Buttner, Mémoires de Fouqué, II. 262.
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the trees which bordered his path: those who were
near him remarked that his hand which held the
reins never shook.

He would have given anything to have been present
at the campaign of 1735. But Frederick William
did not think it right that the Crown-Prince of
Prussia should witness the forced inactivity of the
imperial army.®* One of the acts of indiscretion on
the part of the King, which were so unfavourably in-
terpreted in Vienna, was, that he allowed the Crown-
Prince to visit the province of Prussia, where Stanis-
laus was then residing, after refusing him permission
to join the imperial army. It is, however, an error
to suppose that this visit covered any political intrigue.
It would be absurd to imagine that Frederick Wil-

® Letter of 6th Sept. ¢Es ist auch noch sehr ungewiss, ob
was Rechtes am Rheine vorfallen wird, weil es dem Kaiser an
der Hanptsache fehlet, dahero man sich an die Ausstreuung vor-
habender Bataillen nicht zu kehren hat; also wiirde bei so spit
avancirter Jahreszeit zu nichts anderem dienen, als die Gelder
unniitz zu verschwenden und wie voriges Jahr ein Zeuge der
gezwungenen kaiserlichen Inaction zu sein, welches eben nicht
glorieux fiir den Kronprinzen von Preussen sein kann. Ihr
werdet euch also beruhigen, zumal ich euch als treuer Vater
verspreche, dass ihr gewiss kiinftiges Jahr sogleich nach der
Revue von hier in die Campagne gehen sollt.”—(It is moreover
very uncertain whether any thing serious will happen on the
Rhine, as the Emperor lacks the main thing. Wherefore we need
pay no attention to any reports of future battles. It would,
moreover, at this advanced period of the year, serve no purpose
than that of spending money in vain, and being as in former
years a witness to the forced inactivity of the imperialists, which
is by no means glorious for a Crown-Prince of Prussia. You
will therefore stay quiet, especially as I promise you as a loving
father, that next year directly after the review you shall join the
campaign.)
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liam would entrust his son, whom he jealously kept
in ignorance of politics, with an affair of so delicate a
nature: on the contrary, he expressly ordered the
Crown-Prince to see Stanislaus only in the presence
of a third person. In the dethroned monarch, to
whom the Crown-Prince paid every respect due to
his rank, Frederick became acquainted with a man
who possessed some of that European culture which
he himself was striving to acquire ; and this was all.
The real object of his journey was to inspect the
army and the various officers connected with the
government of the province.

Unfortunately there is only one report extant out
of all that he wrote; in it he describes several
brigades of cavalry which he had seen at Marien-
werder, as ‘“a fine breed of compact horses, upon
which the men sat like dolls:” he then speaks of
the devastation of Poland, where only women and
children were to be seen:—we learn from other
sources, that he here and there pointed out to the
officers their various deficiencies, and admonished
the ‘presidents and councillors of the provincial ex-
chequer to attend to their duties ; he likewise advised
with the ablest among them concerning the intro-
duction of new regulations. Frederick seldom failed
to detect the absence of any portion of a private
soldier’s equipment; he recommended poor official
men to indulgence, and found fault with the manner
in which the village schools were neglected. The
King acted in accordance with Frederick’s recom-
mendations, and was well pleased that his son en-
tered into details, and sought to go to the bottom
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of things, as this was the only manner to arrive at
just conclusions.* The satisfaction of the King was
like that of a gardener who has forced a vigorous
tree to resume its original position, from which it had
been diverted by some peculiar twist, and who now
sees it grow up according to his wishes.

Meanwhile, spite of Frederick’s application and
docility, much was going on in his mind that his
father never suspected, and that was completely at
variance with the ideas which Frederick William
had always entertained. The question was no longer
one of trifling literary fancies : it turned upon those
great convictions which make up the moral and intel-
lectual life of man. We may add that these opinions
did not concern things merely personal to the Crown-
Prince, but were involved in the great revolution
which had taken place in the views of that century.

The time had now come when the mind of man
shook off on every side the dominion of ecclesiastical
ideas.

It is ‘not within our province to trace out the
origin of the tendencies which now pervaded all
minds ; we will only remark the striking fact that
the large religious sects were no longer able to
influence individual opinion among their members.
It was while studying the sermons of the most

* Konigs-Wusterhausen, 27th Oct. Konnet ihr versichert
sein, dass eure Application und Einsicht ein besonderes Ver-
gnligen bei mir verursacht hat, und ich davon vollkommen zu- .
frieden bin.—(You may rest assured that your application and
insight have caused me especial pleasure, and that I am fully
content therewith.) :
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zealous puritans that Lord Bolingbroke formed his
own unbelief. Voltaire and Helvetius came out
of the schools of the Jesuits. The first profound
French work on rational religion was written in
the orthodox town of Geneva, and by a woman,
too, whose sex generally adheres so strongly and
so fully to religious forms and dogmas* The
fathers of infidelity in Northern Germany fell off
from all religion whatever in Berleburg and Herrn-
huth. Occasionally these secessions illustrated the
great antitheses of the world, as in the case -of
Count Boulainvilliers, a zealous champion. of the
feudal nobility,—which had been mainly formed
during the contest against Islam,—who became an
enthusiastic defender of Mahomet; at other times
they related merely to abstruse scholastic doctrines;
but even this made a great stir among those
whom it nearly concerned. When John George
Lori, who was studying at Ingoldstadt, renounced
the Philosophia universa which was taught at that
university, his old mother walked down from the
mountains leaning upon her staff, in order to warn
her son not to become an apostate.f There were
similar movements in various parts of Europe and
of America. At this very time at Boston young

® Marie Huber, Lettres sur la religion essentielle & ’homme.
In the same manner the first remarkable novel (Manon Lescaut),
in which the interest of the reader is awakened for persons of
. the most reprehensible and dangerous morals, is the work of
Dom Prevost, an old Benedictine, who but a short time before
had edited a volume of the Gallia Christiana.

+ Westenrieder Beitriige zur vaterlindischen Historie, I. 349.

'Y
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Benjamin Franklin fell away from the strictly or-
thodox opinions held by all about him ; while,
shortly afterwards, in the Altmark, John Winckel-
mann, impatient of the narrow views and forms
prevailing in the churches and schools of his native
country, took refuge in Rome, where, at any rate,
he found liberty to pursue his studies, and freedom
from persecution as to the form of his belief.

.The chief cause of this movement was, that
during the religious struggles which prevailed in
the seventeenth century, not only between Ca-
tholics and Protestants, but between the various
denominations of Protestants, theological doctrines
had assumed the form of strict and exclusive sys-
tems, and in this shape had been brought into
undoubtedly too close a connexion with the govern-
ments and constitutions of the several states. The
Christian religion is eternally striving to become
universal, and it could not suffer these mutual ex-
clusions and antipathies to continue ; moreover, the
clear and simple views of life inherent in it must
always in the end destroy all artificial dogmatic
systems. No one, surely, could now wish to return
to the former state of bondage. Hitherto the dan-
gers incurred and the hope and pride of subduing
the hostile party had afforded occupation enough -
to men’s minds; but now, that orthodoxy which
cleaves to the letter, but forsakes the spirit, and
the civil privileges conceded to those who professed
it, excited only disgust and indignation.

On ascending to that point whence we can  take a
survey of the tendencies of whole centuries, we see
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two great currents setting in different directions, but
both taking their rise in this great crisis in the world’s
history.

During the eighteenth century the majority of
mankind followed a course directly opposed to the
positive, and properly Christian, tendency—until irre-
ligion mastered the civil power and a great nation
worshipped in the temple of reason.

But the world could not endure to be for ever de-
prived of the religious element, and in the nineteenth
century it returned to the well of life at which former
generations had drunk; it even went back to those
confessional formule which had come to be the shape
in which positive religion showed itself. With the
forms, however, men have unhappily and unwisely
renewed the ancient sectarian hostilities which their
fathers had but just endeavoured to shake off, to-
gether with their several pretensions to exclusive
bierarchical power. That which is imperatively
called for by the actual state of things is the deve-
lopement of the positive forms and doctrines into a
system which should include all parties—and in the
mean time a mutual recognition, on the part of all,
of the truth contained in each.

At the period of Frederick’s youth there arose
‘that tendency to view things by the light of nature
‘alone, which gave to the eighteenth century its pe-
culiar character; and we may add that everything
conspired to incline Frederick to join it. During
the earliest years of his life he had been wearied
with constant religious exercises, enforced with all
the rigour and stiffness of military drill. The pro-
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found thought, the spiritual freedom of the great doc-
trines upon which the history of mankind is built, were
presented to him under the most repulsive form. We
have already seen that he took a deep interest in some
theological controversy, but this was, on no account,
to be touched upon during the hours devoted to his
instruction, which was directed entirely to super-
ficial objects. When he had found means to acquire
information from other sources, and had adopted
those views which were then condemned in Prussia,
but which attracted him, by their mysterious and
thoughtful character, he was compelled by blind
force to renounce them. The daily controversies
at Ciistrin upon the universal and particular de-
crees of Providence did, indeed, produce an effect
_ upon his convictions; but we know what it was—

he abandoned the opinions he had held, without
taking up those which his father wished to force
upon him.

Other doubts next arose in his mind. A few
years later we find Frederick no longer occupied
with controversies as to this or that confession
of faith, but with one of the fundamental doc-
trines upon which the efficacy and spread of the
Christian religion mainly depends—the doctrine of'
the 1mmortahty of the soul. He carried on the
contest in his own mind, arguing the question on
both sides, and finally the opinions of the Material-
ists seemed to have gained the upper hand with him.
He was persuaded that the doctrine was founded
upon a delusion arising from the innate pride of
man.
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Such was his frame of mind when, for the first
time, he came into actual contact with philosophy.

Count Manteuffel, a former Saxon minister, who
devoted himself to the pursuit of science with the
zeal of a tyro dilettante, and with whom the Prince
liked to converse and to correspond, told Frede-
rick that he himself had once been visited by the
same doubts, which had been dispelled by Wolf’s
metaphysics, a book which he said contained every-
thing upon this subject that was convincing in
philosophy, in a compendious and simple line of
argument. .

Another Saxon, the same Suhm who, during the
quarrels in the royal family, had won the confidence
of the Prince—a man of a still more acute and re~
flecting mind — took the trouble to translate into
French ¢Wolf’s rational Thoughts concerning the
Creator of the World and the Soul of Man,’ for such
is the title of the book which goes by the name
of Wolf’s metaphysics. He sent his translation
chapter by chapter to the Prince, who invariably used
the French language in serious conversation, and
probably in his thoughts.

Frederick’s letters to Suhm, which are among the
most frank and simple now extant of his writing,
show the sincere thirst for knowledge with which he
perused these sheets, comparing them with the Ger-
man original as he proceeded, because Suhm had told
him that the German language was better suited to
the expression of abstract ideas than the French.
Frederick eagerly made himself master of the con-
tents of this book.




CH. L] LEIBNITZ AND WOLF. 15

The dogma of contradictions, and the doctrine of
the Ratio Sufficiens, which play so great a part in
the philosophy of Leibnitz and Wolf, were especially
agreeable to Frederick, who applied them to his own
every-day life. .

But that which made the greatest impression upon
him was Wolf’s theory of the simple atom, which,
once created by God, could only be destroyed by
his will, and the conclusion drawn thence of the
incomposite nature and immortality of the soul of -
man. Frederick thought the philosopher’s deduc-
tions conclusive and profound.

‘What Frederick’s friends above all praised in him
was, that he defended his own opinions manfully so
long as he was able to do so, but when the truth of
the adverse views flashed upon him, he adopted the
latter with sincerity and decision. He certainly
did so in this instance; he abandoned his negativelf
opinions, and formed for himself a mixture of philo-
sophy and religion, in which his youthful soul found /
consolation.

“It is enough that I am convinced,” thus he
writes in April, 1736, to Manteuffel, ¢ of the immor-
tality of my soul; that I believe in God and in him
who was sent to enlighten and to save the world ; I
will endeavour to become virtuous, in so far as I am
able to effect it by my own strength; I will address
to the Creator that worship which his creatures owe
him, and I will fulfil the duties of a good citizen to-
wards my fellow-men and equals, not as if I could
gain heaven by my works, but in the conviction
that God cannot render miserable a being that is
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eternally grateful to Him for the existence He has
given.”*

He thanked Suhm for aiding him to gain the con-
sciousness that he had a soul, and ranks this benefit
next to that bestowed by God, through whose mercy
he existed.

He cherished a lively feeling of gratitude that
he had been called into life out of nothing, and his
eyelids opened to receive the light, in the midst of a
beautiful and civilized world. In one of his earliest
and best poems he turns from the doubts which still
disturbed him, to the hope that the purified substance
of the soul will survive the horrors of the grave and
behold its eternal benefactor. It is impossible to
call a man irreligious whose heart is filled with such
ardent feelings of reverence to God the creator.

The serious and reflective energy of Frederick’s
character showed itself morally as well as intellec-
tually. He set up for himself an ideal standard of
perfection, and when told that he could not attain to
it, he expressed himself satisfied with that which he
should be able to reach on the way to it. Indeed, his
friends now found him more gentle, frank, and gene-
rous, less harsh and contradictory than before. Be-
sides Wolf’s works, he read Rollin’s ancient history,
which had just appeared. He shared the feeling

* 18th April. 1l me suffit, que je suis convaincu de I’immor-
talité de mon ame, que Ye croie en dieu et a celui, qu’il a envoyé
pour eclairer et sauver le monde, que je m’applique a me rendre
vertueux autant que je puis 'effectuer par mes forces, que je
pratique les actes d'adoration que la creature doit a son crea-

teur et les devoirs d'un bon citoyen envers les hommes mes
egaux. (Dresden Archives.).
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which caused this work to be so much admired in
France—a sort of satisfied conviction that he was
reading the words of a conscientious man who felt
kindly towards all the world and warmly about
everything that is good ;—as Montesquieu said, that
. virtue herself was speaking. Frederick did not delay
to express this to the author, who, in return, urged
him in the most earnest and impressive manner to
consider the most important points of religion. At
this time Frederick occasionally heard the sermons of
Beausobre, whom he pronounced to be the greatest
man in the Prussian dominions. Beausobre’s calm
and fearless manner of expressing himself, breathing
conviction and intelligence in every word, fulfilled
Frederick’s idea of pulpit eloquence. He once more
took part in the contests between Protestantism and
Catholicism, which were continually carried on be-
tween the French ecclesiastics. He encouraged
Beausobre in his labours, on the ground that it was
as necessary to expose falsehood as to promulgate -
truth.

Thus Frederick once more inclined towards the
faith and views of the Protestant church, to which
the doctrines of Wolf and Leibnitz were at any rate
not opposed ; not, indeed, that he embraced the whole
creed—for he still jested about his own want of faith.
Just at this time, however, he became acquainted
with the speculations of another philosophical school,
directly opposed to the doctrines of Leibnitz and
Wolf, and still further removed from the positive
element in religion, and which were now making
their way into the province of general literature.

VOL. II. v
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Amid those religious dissensions which produced
such various and abundant results in England during
the second half of the seventeenth century, a system
of philosophy was developed totally without reference
either to a revelation by Divine interference, or even
to innate ideas in the human mind. All human ideas
were by this system deduced from the senses and from
experience, either immediately or by reflection. Thus,
too, in India, spite of the tendency of the Indian mind
towards spiritualism, another theory arose in opposition
to the doctrine of the Vedas, which, without exactly
denying the existence of God, endeavoured to ex-
plain the existence of the world without recurring to
- the idea of a God. John Locke, who developed

those thoughts with the most logical acuteness and

untiring perseverance, was met by powerful opposi-
tion from several of his own countrymen, who were
able to cope with him in argument. Other no less
powerful convictions placed limits to the ascendancy
of his opinions, which indeed were not in themselves
calculated to excrcise a general and active influence
upon mankind.

It so happened that one of the greatest writers that
ever appeared in France, Voltaire, was deeply im-
bued, during a residence in England, with these
views, and determined to spread them to the utmost
of his power over the whole world.

And, truly, the most popular French author of his

day was a powerful auxiliary.

French was then the language of polite society
throughout Europe: French literature was every-
where studied. Without attempting to trace the causes
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which, during a long series of years, had brought
about this supremacy of the French tongue, we
may observe, that at that time it was greatly in-
creased by the struggle between the conflicting ten-
dencies of the French nation—between the elevation
of the monarchy of Louis XIV., his intimate connexion
with all those Courts, to which his served as a model ;
and the opposition which he called forth, and the dis-
persion of the hundreds of thousands who fled to all
parts of Europe from his religious persecution. The
authorized literature, which made immense progress in
Paris, as well as that opposition-school of writing with
which the press in Holland inundated Europe—com-
bined in producing this effect. The artistic and
religious severity of the one school, and the freedom
of the other, supplied each other’s deficiencies. The
French language acquired, so to speak, a grammatical
supremacy, as the principal means of intellectual cul-
ture were to be found in the study of its productions.

Thus, an author, who handled like an artist the
language which all men learned and endeavoured to
write, gained immense importance. Voltaire pos-
sessed in full perfection all that is captivating, invit-
ing, and seductive in the French style; no one is
comparable to him in wit and grace, in logical close-
ness disguised under an appearance of unconscious
trifling, or for variety of form and expression. He
may be said to have belonged to both parties in
French literature; first to the one, and then to the
other. He was the successor of Racine and Corneille,
as well as of St. Evremond and Bayle. To the
French he no longer seemed quite one of themselves,

c2
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but the rest of Europe looked upon him as the most
perfect of all Frenchmen.

It was something that such an aunthor, impelled by
the natural bent of his genius, and excited by odious
acts of violence, should make it the object of his life
to oppose all false religious zeal—the Inquisition
in Spain, and the furious bigotry which brought
Charles 1. to the scaffold ; the Bull ¢ In Ceena Domini,’
and the violence of the Ligue.* Mere opposition,
however; would not have been effectual enough to
content him, nor would it have satisfied his readers;
but by embracing Locke’s theory, which had a natural
affinity with the tendency of his own mind, and which
he looked upon as the only one that could bear the
light of reason, he made himself master. of a well-
arranged, consistent, and tenable doctrine.

Voltaire, who assumed to measure everything by
his own standard, placed Locke above Plato.

The very defect in Voltaire’s mind, which shrank
from the abstract and incomprehensible, increased his
influence. He did nothing towards the developement
of the doctrines of Locke, he invented no one new
argument to support them, but he made them po-
pular. Nothing is more attractive than new doc-
trines, which promise at last to enlighten the world ;
and they are doubly captivating when they coincide
with the natural disposition of the mind of man. The
world now heard and read what it wished to hear,
and what every one had already partly thought of his
own accord. Voltaire adopted the idea, which had

* Siécle de Louis XIV. Questions sur I’Encyclopédie. Art.
Philosophie, sect. IV.
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just arisen, of a state freed from all ecclesiastical
influences, and resting solely upon itself. He con-
stantly repeated that the thoughts of the theologian
were always directed towards the acquisition of power,
while it was the object of the philosopher to live

peaceably under the existing government. He took .

good care not to carry out his theory to the con-
sequences dangerous to the existence of the state,
which are to be found in Locke.

The Crown-Prince of Prussia now placed himself
in communication with Voltaire. It is said that
this was brought about by the representative of
France at the court of Berlin, the Marquis de la
Chetardie, an epicure, constantly involved in amorous
intrigues, and perpetually in pursuit of easy enjoy-
ments. But the chief inducement to Frederick, who
himself wrote French, and who had a just appre-
ciation of a pure and easy style, was, no doubt, his
admiration of Voltaire’s marvellous mastery of the
art of writing. In August, 1736, Frederick entered
into correspondence with Voltaire.

We will spare our readers a repetition of the exag-
gerated compliments which they heaped upon each
other. Frederick, -at any rate, meant what he said ;
though Voltaire subsequently ridiculed the phrases
which he had then made use of towards the Prince.

It would, however, be an error to suppose that
Voltaire immediately won the Prince over to his
own views: it was far otherwise; and it is worth
while to consider how their intercourse was first
established by the difference of the views they respec-
tively held.

—_—
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In the very first letters that the Prince wrote to
Voltaire he mentioned the controversy between Wolf
and the theologians of Halle, and sent him some of
the documents relating to it. Moreover, filled with
simple eagerness to make the works of a great phi-
losopher known to one capable of comprehending
abstractions—and such, he said, Voltaire had proved
himself to be by the philosophical passages in the
Henriade — the Prince subsequently sent him the
translation of Wolf’s logic and metaphysics.®

Voltaire replied, that he beheld in these works a
golden chain intended to connect heaven and earth;
that he admired it, although many of its links seemed
to him very fragile. He perceived that this was a
system essentially different from that which he had
adopted, and he did not hesitate long before he at-
tacked it.

The first point that he assailed was the corner-stone
of the whole system, the idea of simple atoms. He
did not touch upon the spiritual significance of the
theory of monads; he stuck to the physical view, to
the doctrine that all combinations can be infinitely
subdivided, to a degree infinitely beyond the reach of
our own imperfect instruments, and that the final
atom was still a body; as otherwise no bodies could
be created from it.

The Prince, however—for we must follow the
current of his thoughts further—was not convinced
by arguments of this nature. He objected that the
conception of space, length, or breadth, was excluded

* Dec., 1786. In Beuchot’s edition of Voltaire’s Works, T.
XLII. No. 821.
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by Wolf’s definition, and that everything could not
be infinitely subdivided ; for instance, man could not
as man. .

Voltaire replied, that that which was undivided was
not, therefore, necessarily indivisible and simple ; and
that he could not ascend to Wolf’s idea of a simple
being. The Prince besought him to devote a little
attention to the subject: he was sure that a man of
such high intelligence could not fail to perceive the
truth. But Voltaire was not to be brought a step fur-
ther : he said that he came upon a soil where he could
not set his foot, to a people whose language he did not
understand, and to a climate in which he could not
breathe ; that Wolf was probably of a different re-
ligion from himself, and that every one must keep to
his own. This was perfectly true; the two systems
of philosophy which now stood opposed to each other
took their origin—the one in positive religion, the
other in the directly contrary tendency.

Just at this time Voltaire attacked the other doc-
trine of a Ratio Sufficiens, not so much on its own
account as on that of the views of free-will and neces-
sity connected with it. In October, 1737, he sent
the Prince a paper on the perfect freedom of the will
of man, which he maintained by the plausible argu-
ment of the human understanding. He zealously
combated the objections raised against this scheme,
especially such as are founded upon the omniscience
of God. On this point he found it still more impos-
sible to shake the Prince’s convictions. Frederick
replied that he should be of Voltaire’s opinion, sup-
posing there were no God: but the fact was, that,
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owing to causes beyond their control, every man had
a certain character and a certain temperament, ac-
cording to which he acted: moreover, that each
action was influenced by opportunity arising from
circumstances ; and by whom were these brought
about ? Assuredly not by chance, but by God, who
guided men and circumstances. That upon this rested
the idea of Divine Providence—the most glorious,
noble, and magnificent conception that the creature
can form of its creator. It was possible, he said,
that man might seem the smaller for it,- but God
appeared all the greater. In this discussion Frede-
rick again displayed the opinions which his father
had formerly forced him to retract ;—the question of
predestination to a state of felicity or of damnation,
is closely connected with the question of necessity
- and free-will, only that the latter belongs rather to
the province of philosophical inquiry. No one could
. feel a more lively conviction of the dependance of
the human being upon the unapproachable perfection
of the Divine than Frederick then entertained. Vol-
taire was astonished. He replied, that it seemed to
him as if a Leibnitz or 8 Wolf had written to him;
and that he must choose whether they, or whether
Locke and Clarke, were to be his guides. But was
not man, he asked, conscious of the freedom of his
will ; and was it possible to imagine that God was
only deceiving him by this consciousness? And if
God could foresee the actions of man, was it not
true, as was observed by Clarke, that even an acute
man was able to predict what other men would do?
It may easily be conceived that Voltaire made small
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impression upon Frederick by such trite arguments.
The Prince replied, that Clarke’s God made him
laugh : that such a God as that might be imagined
discussing the events of the day with wretched news-
paper scribblers in a coffeehouse, or waiting for the
news from Hungary, to judge whether he were right
or no in his conjectures. But that he, for his part,
knew but one God, who cared for the universe at
large, and likewise governed the actions of mankind ;
and that as there was one God who was the beginning

of all things, so was there also an absolute necessity,,

to which all men were subject. But while he ex-
pressed himself so positively almost in the tone of a
fatalist, he nevertheless remarked that much might
be objected to his system, and that it was a dispute
that might last for centuries: that it was not given
to man to come to a final conclusion with respect to
abstract ideas; that it was enough for him to know
how he ought to live, for that he was born for action
and not for contemplation.®

There can be no doubt that Frederick was far
superior to his correspondent in depth of thought and
in scientific attainments ; nevertheless it made a great
impression upon him when he found that the friend
he so much admired stuck to opinions opposed to his

* In Beuchot, LII., especially the letters of 16th Aug., No.
578, 280, 578; 26th Dec., No. 607; 19th April, 17th June,
1788 (641, 633, LIII.); but it is impossible not to read the
whole of them. I need scarcely remark, that Frederick’s opinions,
e. g. on free-will, necessity, &c., changed during the course of a
long active life. In the Examen du Systéme de la Nature, they

appear to be somewhat analogous to those entertained by his.

father.
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own. Frederick thought his own ideas more sure to be
right when they agreed with those of Voltaire. Thus
we not unfrequently find some of -his expressions
which lean towards the adverse side, and thus de-
stroy that harmony among his thoughts which we
seem to have discovered. *¢For he who attempts to
avoid Scylla falls into the whirlpool of Charybdis.
The metaphysics are a sea notorious for shipwrecks.”
Of the ancient philosophers Frederick preferred those
of the new academy, as they decided with the most
circumspection. '

It is sufficient to point out the fact, that at that
time, at any rate, Voltaire by no means obtained the
mastery over Frederick. There was an immense
distance between the famous author, who had deter-
mined upon the party he was to take up, and who
intended to maintain it with all his power, and to
render it triumphant, and the Prince, who was still
seeking truth with all the ardour of a youthful spirit
of inquiry, and who had a natural predilection for
those doctrines which have their root in the spiri-
tualism of ancient times and of the German nation.

They differed no less widely in their historical and
political views, as was shown in an essay which Fre-
derick composed.

The first great public event of those times that
Frederick was old enough to be able to estimate,
was the change in European politics, caused by the
;/part taken by France in the disturbances in Poland,
*; which began with the preliminaries of peace in Oc-
"tober, 1735. Frederick, like his father, at first

believed that France had really taken up arms, in
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order to support the election of Stanislaus as king
of Poland ; and, like him, he was astonished when
France deserted that monarch, and took possession
of Lorraine. His first feeling was, that the Em-
peror was altogether blameless, and thit Cardinal
Fleury, on the contrary, was a poljtical Tartuffe.*
After watching the further developement of affairs,
and obtaining more authentic information, he sub-
sequently, however, altered his opinion. He came to
the ‘conclusion that the Emperor’s losses were to be
traced to the causes which had invariably caused the
decay of all great kingdoms—weakness of the inter-
nal constitution of the state, and neglect .of the mili-
tary defences of the country. He attributed the
advantages gained by France to the superior pru-
dence of the French ministers, and to the able and
continuous application of a consistent line of policy.
He was greatly struck by the consideration that it
was entirely owing to the pacific conduct by which
Cardinal Fleury had succeeded in allaying the fears
of Europe lest. France should establish an- uni-
versal monarchy, that he could now avail himself
of the favourable opportunity for seizing his prey.
But while Frederick appreciated the talent dis-
played, he at the same time drew the conclusion
that a great power, which systematically acted !
with a hypocritical appearance of friendship, was’
exceedingly dangerous to its neighbours. These,
and other considerations of a like nature, he put
together in a small essay, which he communicated to

* Un tartuffe qui n’a ni foi ni loi,—Ila politique de la cour de
France n’est qu’un tissu de duplicité et de fourberie.
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Voltaire.* This paper is a convincing proof of the
maturity of his intellect and the acuteness of his
political observation. Wassenaer and Prince Eugene
had always taken precisely similar views of the affairs
in which they were actively engaged.

Whether it was that Voltaire would not allow the
reproach of double dealing in politics to attach to
France, or that a mind like his, which employed
itself with individual details, lacked the acuteness of
Frederick’s, he maintained that France had won at
a game in which, but a’ minute before the cards were
dealt, she had not known whether she should take
part, and that it was solely by the pride of the impe-
rial ministers that France had been driven to take
up arms. As usual, Voltaire enumerated a long list
of old anecdotes to prove how slight accidents deter-
mine great events, such as Queen Anne’s glass of
water, and the like. He was too good a Frenchman
to admit that Lorraine had always belonged to the
German empire. The Prince was obliged to explain
this to him more fully.

Spite of all these differences of opinion, Frederick,
nevertheless, rejoiced in his connexion with Vol-
taire, who was then at the height of his glory,
and whose manner of putting things, and of ex-
pressing himself, exercised an irresistible charm upon
the Prince. The first work which Frederick pre-
{ pared for the public in the year 1739—a confutation

* Considérations sur 1’état présent du corps politique de I'Eu-
rope, 1738. (Euv. posth. VI. Letter from Voltaire criticizing
it, dated 5th Aug., 1738, and Frederick’s answer of 11th Sept.,
1788. (LIIL. 689, 699.)
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of Machiavel’s Prince—he intrusted to Voltaire, for |
publication.

It would perhaps have been better, if Frederick
chose to write, that he should have submitted to the
publication of his book himself. Talent cannot pos-
sibly be perfected by solitary production. Regard
for the public, and its sympathy ; the struggle against
prevailing opinions, and rivalry with cotemporaries,
are necessary to the full developement of literary
talent. At all events, the mediator employed by the
Prince on this occasion was singularly unfit for his
office. Voltaire dressed up the work for the book-
market according to the prevailing taste of the public.
In order to understand Frederick’s peculiar views, it
is almost more necessary to study what Voltaire left
out, than what he thought fit to leave standing.

Fortunately, the original composition in Frede-
rick’s own hand-writing has been preserved, with the
exception of a small part which is missing. In this
form the work is very remarkable.*

It would have been manifestly quite beyond the
horizon, and beside the purpose of a German Prince,
to examine Machiavel’s book with reference to the
state of affairs’ in Italy which gave rise to it, or to
the peculiar position of an usurping dynasty ruling
over what had formerly been a republic, for which
the maxims of cunning and cruelty, given in this book,

* The Antimachiavel of Frederick II., by Friedlander, 1824,
gives the table of conteits : the collections in the royal archives
contain the greater portion of what is there omitted. The new
edition of Frederick’s Works will contain the original as far as
possible ; the second chapter only is missing.
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{ were intended. Frederick simply looked upon the
work as a scheme of general directions, by which a
-villainous counsellor endeavoured to mislead young
rulers. Machiavel seemed to him to be in politics
what Spinoza was in speculatjve science: he thought
them both equally dangerous to those who followed
their guidance, and equally to be abhorred.

It is immaterial to us what were the arguments by
which he endeavoured to refute Machiavel; in fact,
that which is historically important is, that the work
contains less of refutation than of direct contradiction.
The views taken by the German hereditary Prince
stand face to face with the doctrines of the Florentine
founded upon the practice of Italian usurpers. Frede-
rick, in fact, merely enounces the ideas floating in his
mind with respect to the princely calling.

This Frederick makes to consist in two things—

\an earnest care of the common weal, and the defence
of his kingdom by arms. _

As regards the first point, he looks upon the pos-
session of supreme power less in the light of a privi-
lege than of an office. His conception of the relations
subsisting between a Prince and his people is very
peculiar, and displays a truly royal ambition. A
Prince, he says, ought to be the instrument of his
subjects’ happiness, as his people are that of his
glory.* Machiavel’s advice, to keep possession of a
conquered country by devastating it, he condemns as
absurd ; seeing that the power and influence of a

* The following is one of the passages left out in the first
chapter: il doit étre I'instrument de leur félicité, comme ses
peuples le sont de sa gloire.
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Prince consist solely in the number and wealth of
his subjects. The happiness of the one causes the
happiness of the other, whether a state be acquired
by conquest or inherited.

He looks upon the Prince, as it were, as the
guardian of his subjects; he is to administer the
public revenues, and is answerable to the people for
his management of them. A great prince should be
generous and liberal in his expenditure ; for a certain
degree of luxury causes the blood to flow through the
arteries of the state to its very extremities, whence it
returns through the veins to the heart, thence to be
again distributed. There are, however, says he,
other princes, whose powers are limited, and whose
possessions are small ; such an one should be generous
according to his means, and should confine his expen-
diture to particular objects; e.g. to the encourage-
ment of trade and manufactures, the maintenance of
the true splendour of his throne, and the reward of
eminent services. In other respects he ought to be
methodical and careful, and to provide himself be-
times with a secret reserve of treasure, sufficient to
meet the possible contingency of war.

Above all things, Frederick insists upon the abso-
lute necessity that a prince should ‘cultivate his own
mind. He must not, says the Crown-Prince, give
himself up to the riotous pleasures of the chase,
which tend to brutalize him: he should acquire
learning, less for the sake of knowing much, than
in" order to be able to exercise his mind in the
society of wise and learned men; so that he may
learn to think justly and to combine his ideas aright.
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His duty requires that he should strengthen his in-
tellectual faculties, in order that he may be able in
difficult cases to adopt right resolutions, and to turn
good or even bad fortune to the best account.

While on this subject scruples arose in his mind
with respect to his religious opinions, and he does not
shrink from alluding to them. He felt it to be a
great misfortune for a Prince—and expressly men-
tions it as such—not to have the same firm belief as
his subjects ; * but he says that he should be ashamed
to affect religion in order to please the people. He
thinks that a nation will end by loving a prince
who does not believe, but who is an honest man,
more than an orthodox prince who does them injury ;
for it is not by opinions, but by actions, that men are
made happy.

He takes a view of the military part of the
book with a similar reference to his own espe-
cial position. The system of recruiting, condemned
by Machiavel, Frederick defends by arguments drawn
from the peculiar constitution of the Prussian state.
But he fully agrees with Machiavel that a prince
should lead his troops into the field in person,
and should set them the example of contempt of
death. “How great is the fame,” says Frederick,
“which awaits him who delivers his country from the
invasion” of an enemy, or who recovers rights and
privileges which have been usurped by others.” As
though some secret presentiment foretold to him that

* ¢. 18. Il ne luy suffit pas (a Machix;.vel) qu’un prince ait
le malheur d'étre incrédule, il veut encore couronmer son incré-
dulité de I’hypocrisie.
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such a fate would be his, he dwells upon this case
with peculiar emphasis. He pronounces a war, carried
on for the maintenance of rights unjustly withheld,
to be as righteous as a war of defence; for there are
no tribunals to which kings can appeal ; their quarrels
can only be decided by arms. Sovereigns, he says,
must plead sword in hand, until their enemies are
compelled to allow justice to have its course. Thus
we see that Frederick’s refutation of Machiavel’s
book was turned, as he wrote, into reflections upon
his own future life.

Contemporary aud subsequent writers have de-
scribed how the Prince contrived to render the life at
Rheinsberg agreeable : little dramas were acted, and
a great deal of music performed. Every one exerted
to the utmost whatever social talents he hap-
pened to possess. Frederick was quite in the proper
frame of mind for enjoying these tranquil moments.
The then Crown-Princess, in after life, remembered
this period with pleasurable regret. But it is easy
to perceive that Frederick’s time was not spent in
mere dilettante enjoyment of the productions of
literature and art: he himself describes how he sat
whole months poring over his books, and then took
up the pen to write. As he had been refused per-
mission to take a great journey, in order to break the
trammels of his provincial education and to associate
himself with the general tendencies and efforts of
Europe, he was now determined to effect this by
study. He strove to master the most difficult
problems that occupy the human mind, and to
get a distinct view of that which was most im-

VOL. II. ‘ , D
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portant, and, at the same time, most simple in
the entangled relations between the European states ;
he examined every question likely to come be-
fore a ruler. The original anti-Machiavel is a
kind of preparation for government. The maxims
laid down in this book, all expressive of a detes-
tation of vice and of a strong moral feeling, con-
tain the germ of future actions. The ideal kingdom
set forth in it, which could be realized by none
but a highly gifted and indefatigable mind, gives
promise of the active and eventful reign of a
monarch actuated rather by a strict sense of duty
than by religion, attentive to his worldly interests,
and resolved to unsheath the sword in defence of
his rights.

Those who judged at the first glance, expected that
Frederick’s court would be one at which men of
wit and science would play a very prominent part.
Many thought that the Prince was too ambitious of
passing for a man of letters, and too anxious to dis-
play his proficiency in all branches of learning—in
history, politics, and even theology. Others, again,
concluded, from a certain love of splendour and lux-
ury which he displayed even under the restrictions
imposed on him, that he would cultivate the arts and

manufactures, and bestow upon his people the bless-
ings of peace. There were,” however, a few who
saw something more than this in him. ¢ Frede-
rick will unite in his person,” writes De la Houx,
the French resident, ¢the hero and the father of
his country: the true object of his wishes is glory—
military glory. He is burning with desire to follow
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in the footsteps of his ancestor, the elector Frederick
William.”* ‘

As far as the turn of his fate, and the restraints
imposed - upon him, would permit, he was happy and
contented while living at Rheinsberg after his own
fashion : but his residence at Berlin was far from easy.

Frequently, when he flattered himself that he
should find everything going on smoothly, he was
assailed by some public mark of his father’s dislike.
" He says that he was forced to subdue not only his
pride, but likewise his love of truth, in order to
endure in silence the malignant calumnies by which
he was pursued on such occasions.

Péllnitz once offered to become Frederick's regular

correspondent. The Prince accepted, under two
conditions : first, that Pollnitz should only write about
the King’s health, and perhaps about that which
was said of the Prince himself; and secondly, that
these letters should always pass through the hands of
Captain Wartensleben, who possessed the entire con-
fidence of the King. Once, when Pollnitz transgressed
the latter condition, the Prince sent him back his
letter unopened.

* Reflexions sur la cour de Prusse, October, 1739. Diffe-

rentes pidces fugitives, qu’il a écrit sur ces matiéres prouvent -

assez, qu’elles lui sont plus familiéres qu’il ne convient peut-étre &
un prince de sa naissance. II en parle souvent et son amour
propre est flatté, quand il peut faire sentir aux autres sa superio-
rité . . il favorisera les arts les aciences le commerce et I'agri-
culture, il aura une cour nombreuse et brillante. Des gens qui
sont attachés & son service m’ont assuré que quand il reuniroit
en lui le héros le scavant le roi pére de son peuple, il ne serait
pas un maitre facile a servir,

"D 2
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He would hear nothing of the personal intrigues
of the court, nor of the affairs of state; he chose to
be merely a private man and a subject. Every suc-
ceeding day exercised him afresh in self-command and
reserve. Even at table he never alluded to politics
while the King was present. In his intercourse with
the ambassadors of foreign powers he avoided every
opportunity of touching upon the subject. The Prus-
sian ministers were by no means sure of their fact,
with respect to the negotiations which they were car-
rying on with France: in order to avoid being held
responsible hereafter by their future King, they laid
the papers before him. Frederick returned them
without one word of opinion on the subject.

Meanwhile the time drew near when his position

was to alter. In the spring of 1740, the King, who
had gone to Potsdam for a change of air, felt so sud-
den a decline of his strength, that he deemed it
necessary to initiate his son into the state of public
affairs as they then stood.
. First, Boden, one of the ministers of the interior,
was sent to Ruppin,* where the Prince then was stay-
ing, in order to inform him of the state of the internal
administration of the country. The accounts and the
system of finance were to be examined first; thence
he was to proceed to that of excise. Subsequently the
two cabinet ministers, Podewils and Thulemeier, were
likewise ordered to proceed to Ruppin, and to explain
to the Prince *the situation of foreign affairs,” more
especially the turn they had taken of late.

* A short letter of -Frederick's to Boden, dated 24th May,
gives some information on this point.
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Meanwhile the illness of the King increased to
such a degree that the worst was feared. The Prince,
alarmed by the bulletins which were sent to him by
express, hastened to Potsdam, in order once more to
see his father alive. He found him better than he
had expected, seated on his cane chair in the sunny
court-yard, giving directions for the building of a
new wing of the palace. Frederick William, pleased
at the tender interest in his health shown by his son,
and at the good resolutions which Frederick had
expressed in all his letters,* received him with warm

* The last letter written by Frederick William to the Crown-
Prince, dated 26th May, may find a place here; it runs thus:
Mein geliebter Sohn, ich habe Euer Schreiben vom 24 dieses
wohl erbalten, daraus euer herzliches Mitleid mit meinem elen-
den Umstande, auch eure lSbliche Entschliessung in allen
Stiicken meinem viterlichen Rathe zu folgen ersehen ; ich bin
davon sehr attendriret und habe nicht den geringsten Zweifel an
dem Effect eures Versprechens und eurer guten Sentiments,
wenn Gott iiber mein Leben gebieten sollte, wie es das Ansehen
hat. Dass ihr gegen Pfingsten anhero kommen wollt, solches
ist mir sehr lieb, und wird ir ein rechtes Vergniigen sein, euch
noch zu embrassiren. Euer sehr wohl affectionirter und ge-
treuer Vater Friedrich Wilhelm.—(My dear son, I bave safely
received your letter of the 24th, wherein you discover a sincere
compassion for my wretched state, and a praiseworthy determi-
nation to follow my fatherly advice in all points: I am exceed-
ingly touched thereat, and have not the slightest doubt as to the
effect of your promise and of your good sentiments, should God
‘dispose of ‘my life in the way that seems likely. It gives me
great pleasure to learn that you are coming here at Whitsun-
tide, and it will be a real gratification to me to embrace you
once more. Your very affectionate and faithful father, Fre-
derick William.) Some confusion is created by the statement
" of Frederick that he arrived at Potsdam on the 27th, whereas
the minute of the cabinet council, for Thulemeier and Podewils,
is dated the 28th. Doubtless the order was given before, and
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demonstrations of paternal regard, and took upon
- himself the task of explaining to his son all that his
ministers had left unsaid. «

On the afternoon of the 28th of May he was per-
mitted to enjoy a few hours free from pain, which he
devoted to this purpose.

In the presence of Podewils, who has left an ac-
count of this interview, the King described to his
successor, in plain and concise terms, his actual rela-
tions with the different European powers. Podewils
admired the clearness of intellect shown by the King,
spite of his bodily ailments. We will enter into the
particulars of his discourse when we return to the
subject of foreign policy. The sum of Frederick Wil-
liam’s doctrine was, that a King of Prussia should
keep his attention fixed on two things—the elevation
of his house, and the welfare of his subjects, that
these two points should occcupy his attention equally
and exclusively, and that he should keep aloof
from all alliances destined to serve the interests of
foreign states.* Podewils has not recorded the
answers of the Prince; probably he only listened,

was subsequently executed by the secretary after the circum-
stances were ch .

* Kiirzlicher Inhalt des Discurses, welchen S. K. Maj. an
des Cronprinzen Kénigl. Hoheit 28 Mai 1740, des Nachmittags
umb 4 Uhr in meiner Gegenwart gehalten, so viel ich mich
dessen erinnere.—(Short statement of the discourse which his
Majesty held to his Highness the Crown-Prince in my pre-
sence, on 28th May, 1740, at about 4 o’clock in the after-
noon, in 8o far as I can remember me thereof.) Potsdam,
80th May, 1741. From Podewils’ papers in the possession of
Countess Voes,
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and showed that he understood and approved
what he heard. " His behaviour gave the King the
most perfect satisfaction. He had formerly ex-
pressed a fear that his son, when king, would put
on a purple mantle, blazing with gold and jewels,
and that he would only feel happy while strutting
about with the crown upon his head and the sceptre
in his hand. But he now perceived that the Prince
not alone comprehended his own ideas of the nature
of true power, but that he also shared them, and
showed equal ability and good will to carry them
out. When the interview was at an end, and the
attendants came back into the room, they heard him
praise God who had given him so excellent a son.
At these words the Crown-Prince rose, and kissed
his father’s hand, which he moistened with his tears.
The King threw his arms round his son’s neck:
“ My God,” he exclaimed, “ I die content, as I leave
so worthy a son and successor ! ”

Not only had every trace of unkindness between
them disappeared, but Frederick William had the
satisfaction of feeling that he had not laboured in
vain, but had founded a work which should endure—
a feeling which may be looked upon as the last con-
nexion of the immortal soul with earthly things.

Now that his heart was at rest on this point, he-
prepared to take leave of life. He recommended the
- Queen to the care of his successor, whose answer
proved that he would do more for her than his father
required. Frederick William then exhorted his
younger sons to be brave soldiers ; to be faithful and
dutiful to their elder brother as their sovereign lord,
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and never to do anything which should not redound
to his honour and welfare, and to that of the state.
Once before, in the midst of the turmoil of business,
he had felt an impulse to take leave of active life
and to live for himself alone, in solitude and retire-
ment: he now again resolved, in case he should sur-
vive this attack, which he did not desire, to bid fare-
well to the world. “I am tired of life,” said he to
the minister of the gospel, with whom he once more
repeated the truths of salvation; “I have now torn
away my heart from my family, my army, and my
kingdom.” Early in the morning of the 31st of May
he summoned the whole court into his presence, and
declared, but in so low an accent that the officer
standing next to him had to repeat his words to those
assembled, that he delivered over to the Crown-
Prince his state, his country, and his people, together
with full power and sovereignty over them. He
would not rest content until the Crown-Prince, ac-
companied by Boden, retired to the cabinet in which
the King was wont to work with his ministers. Pode-
wils was commissioned to make it known in Berlin
that the Crown-Prince was now invested with the
powers of government. It seemed essential to
Frederick William’s perfect peace in death, that he
should himself witness the commencement of the new
order of things.

Now that his task was finished, this remarkable
man drew near his earthly end.

A few days before, Frederick William had shown
to those assembled about him the coffin “ of oak with
copper handles,” which he had caused to be made
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for himself, and in which he * designed to sleep.” He
now requested his physician to tell him how long he
still had to live—whether it was an hour, then half an
hour, and at last a quarter. ‘God be praised ! ” said
he, “now all is over.” He died on the 31st of May,
between three and four o’clock in the afternoon.
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" CHAPTER IL

THE FIRST MEASURES OF GOVERNMENT TAKEN BY
FREDERICK II.

Freperick was still overcome by the first bitterness
of grief, when Leopold of Dessau requested an au-
dience of him. The old Prince could not be refused
admlttance, as he was on the eve of a journey: he
now came in, bathed in tears, embraced the knees of -
his new master, and remained for some minutes with-
out saying a word. When, however, he began to speak,

it was not only to condole with the young monarch
on his loss, or thence, by a neat turn, to congratulate
him on his accession, but he proceeded at once to
express a hope that both he and his sons would be
permitted to continue in the places they then held
more especially, that he might still retain all the au-
thority with which the late King had invested him.

Frederick had wiped away his tears, and repressed
his feelings, as the Prince entered the room. The
words of the Prince of Anhalt awakened in him the
consciousness which at first he had scarcely felt, of
the change that had taken place in his position; he
remembered that he was now the King. He replied,
that he would undoubtedly confirm the Prince and
his sons in all their offices, but that as to the authority
which the Prince wished to retain, of that he had no
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knowledge. *Since I am King,” said he, “ I intend
to administer the functions of my office, and to
be the only person possessing authority.” He was
very well satisfied with himself when the Prince had
taken leave in some embarrassment.*

On the same evening Frederick went to Berlin;
his entrance was greeted by the acclamations of the
people who had ever taken the liveliest interest in all
that befel him, and who expected great things from
him.

We may conceive what he felt—for the night is
apt to dim the consciousness of the events of the day
—when, on the following morning, he awoke at the
sound of the voices of the Glasenapp regiment swear-
ing allegiance to himself under his windows. He
sprang out of bed; and Pollnitz, who shortly after
went into the ante-chamber, found Frederick there
half-dressed, with his hair in disorder, in the greatest
agitation, and dissolved in tears. He said that the
cheers which had greeted his name only reminded
him of the loss which he had sustained. Pollnitz
tried to comfort him, by representing that the de-
ceased Monarch was now happy in being released

* Pollnitz, who was present during this scene, relates this in
the unpublished portion of his Memoirs. Prince Leopold says,
qu’il espéroit que lui et ses fils seroient maintenus dans tous ses
emplois, qu’il conserveroit personnellement toute 1’autorité, qu’il
avoit eu sous le feu roi. Frederick answered: Qu’il ticheroit
de lui faire plaisir en tout ce, qu’il pouvoit, qu’il ne toucheroit
point a ses emplois ni a ceux des princes ses fils, que pour Pau-
torité dans la quelle il souhaitoit d’étre maintenu, elle lui étoit
inconnue et que son intention étoit, devenu roi, d’en faire les
fonctions et d’étre le seul qui eut autorité.
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from his inexpressible torments. ¢ It is true,” said
Frederick, “that he suffered, but he lived—and now
he is no more.”

This was the last moment in which he could still
feel as a Prince. While he was yet talking with
Pollnitz, the Generals then present in Berlin entered
the room.

He received them, not only with the full conscious-
ness of the royal power which had fallen to his lot,
but he likewise manifested a determination somewhat
at variance with the custom of former sovereigns.

“We have,” said he, “lost our common sovereign
>~~ master, and must now endeavour to console ourselves.
I hope that you will assist me in maintaining the fine
army which you helped my father to form. You will
find in me one who will not love you less than your
late master did, and who will have as much care of
you. But there are two things of which I must
remind you. First, the troops must be as good and
as efficient as they are handsome; secondly, they
must not ruin the country which they were intended -
to protect. Complaints have been laid against some
among you of harshness, avarice, and insolence: see
that they are silenced. A good soldier,” he added,
with youthful warmth, ¢ ought to be humane and
prudent, as well as brave and honourable.”

He enounced views of a similar nature when he
received his assembled ministers on the following day
at Charlottenburg. He told them, that he well knew
that they would serve him as well as they had served
his father, even without an oath ; which, indeed, was
needless from an honest man. But he had a word to
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say to them with respect to the system of government :
hitherto a distinction had been drawn between the in-
terests of the King and those of the country ; his father
had had his reasons for allowing it ; (it was true that,
although this had not been his father’s principle of
action, the administration had nevertheless taken such
a course;) but that he, the King, entertained totally
different ideas. “I look upon the interests of the
state as my own: I can have no interests which are
not equally those of my people. If the two are in-
compatible, the preference is always to be given to
the welfare and advantdge of the country.”*

* Besides an account in the newspaper, there are three reports
of these speeches : the first and least accurate is taken from the
statement of the Danish minister, in the Berlin Mouatschrift or
Monthly Magazine of Feb., 1804, p. 91; the second from the
fragments of Pollnitz’s Memoirs; and the third from Man-
teuffel’s report of 3rd June. These two are doubtless correct in
stating that the audience with the generals took place on the 1st,
and with the ministers on the 2nd. Manteuffel goes the most
into detail : he had good sources of information, and wrote on
the spot. He says, Quand les ministres furent assemblés, S. M.
sortit et leur dit en termes fort arrangés qu’elle les avoit fait
venir pour recevoir leurs sermens: qu’elle croioit a la verité
cette cérémonie superflue, parce qu’'un homme de bien fait tou-
jours son devoir sans avoir jamais juré de le faire et que dix ser-
ments n’empécheroient pas un seelerat d’y manquer, mais qu’elle
vouloit néanmoins passer par cette formalité avec eux non parce
qu’elle me méfieroit, mais pour s’accommoder & un usage ge-
neralement regu en pareilles occasions, qu’elle etoit persuadée
qu’ils avoient fidélement servi le roi son pére et qu’ils agiroient
de m&me avec elle; mais qu’elle avoit & les avertir d’une chose.
Vous avez mis, dit ce prince, jusqu'ici de la difference entre les
intéréts du maitre et ceux de son pais, vous avez cru faire votre
devoir en ne vous appliquant qu’a bien veiller aux premiers sans
songer des autres. Je ne vous en blime point, sachant que le
roi defunt avoit ses raisons pour ne pas le desapprouver. Mais
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In Prussia these two audiences amounted to a
formal investiture of the royal office: thus the son
immediately succeeded to his father’s active rule.

One of the first measures which Frederick intro-
duced, to the joy of all parties, properly belonged to
the late King. In spite of an evidently deficient
harvest Frederick William had long refused to open
the magazines. He had calculated, according to
data given him, how much there ought still to be in
store, and he would not believe that all had been used,
but imagined that there was an attempt to deceive
him. At length, however, in his last moments he
gave way, and consented that 9600 bushels of corn
a-month should be issued to the bakers of Berlin out
of the public stores: this was the last order in council
that he signed. The new King enjoyed the satisfac-

~tion of beginning his reign by carrying this measure
into effect; and as, during the deceased monarch’s
last hours, Frederick had doubtless exercised a deci-
sive influence in the adoption of this measure, it was
perfectly just that the popularity which it called forth
should fall to his share.

A strange impression is produced when, on turning
over the large book in which, day by day, Frederick
William’s orders in council were entered, we come
upon the earliest of Frederick II.: the form and

j'ai les miennes pour penser autrement la dessus je crois que
Pintérét de mes dtats est aussi le mien et que je n’en peux avoir
qui soit contraire au leur. C’est pourquoi ne faites plus cette
separation et soiez avertis une fois pour toutes que je ne crois de
mon intérét, que ce qui peut contribuer au soulagement et au
bonheur de mes peuples. Hereupon Schumacher read aloud the
oath.
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composition, and even the handwriting, are the same,
and the subject matter nearly allied. But a totally
different spirit breathes in every word ; strong indivi-
dual tendencies manifest themselves at once.

_ Let us pause and become acquainted with these
peculiarities step by step, by an examination of the
first orders issued by the new King.*

These orders in council are a further developement
of that disposition which the Prince had shown in his
address to the ministers and generals.

One of the very first that he issued, dated. the

"2nd of June, is directed to Margrave Frederick von
Schwedt, notorious for his overbearing insolence.
The Margrave had demanded the disinissal of a cer-
tain Rittmeister of his regiment, although there was
no foundation for any charge against him. ¢ Your
Grace,” writes the King, ¢ must not for a moment
imagine that I shall do injustice to the officers for
your sake, or that I shall dismiss them without a
cause. On the contrary, it would be well that your
Grace should adopt another line of conduct, and act
towards the officers as is just and right.” Soon after
he had occasi®h to remind the Prince of Auhalt that
harsh treatment of the common soldiers only made
them the more inclined to desert; and he desired
him to grant certain indulgences to the best con-
ducted among them, which would be an inducement
to those of doubtful character to behave well. It was
extremely agreeable to him to hear that some things,
of which the infantry had hitherto been in want,

* On the 1st of June, it is written in the book, Here his Ma-
jesty, Frederick II., the King of Prussia, began to sign.
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could be supplied to them without entailing disorder
upon the military chest.

Frederick provided with equal care for those
. whose turn for entering the service was still to
come.

On the 4th of June he ordered the regiments,
under pain of the loss of honour and reputation, to
desist from harassing those who were enrolled, but had
not yet joined. We soon find that officers who had
transgressed this order were put under arrest, and
that the King threatened the superior officers with
his most severe displeasure on this account. He
caused some brutal acts of violence which had oc-
curred at the conscriptions to be severely punished,
and was well pleased that it should be generally made
known, ¢so that every one might see,” said he, ¢ that
I will tolerate no such excesses.” Whilst he exhorted
the generals to keep their regiments at their full
complement, he likewise expressed his desire that in
future “the usual brutalities ” should be avoided.

There could be no doubt that the sovereign who
took these measures to repress among all ranks the
coarse violence which still disgraced the army, would,
in like manner, endeavour to efface the stain of an
unjust and arbitrary exercise of power which at-

" _tached to the civil authority.

" Frederick shared the indignation roused by the
presumptuous and oppressive interference of one
Eckart, who, while employed on a special mission in
Prussia, wanted to enrich the royal coffers at the ex-
pense of the province. Frederick immediately de-
prived him of his office, and even of his Cross of
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Honour.* The King impressed upon the council
what he had already said to his ministers, that they
were not to labour for the interests of the King
alone, but likewise for the good of their country.
He desired the presidents to allow the several mem-
bers of their council a consistent degree of liberty,
and to live with them in perfect harmony, while he
exhorted the members of the council not to allow
themselves to be influenced by undue motives, and
to avoid all collisions. He availed himself of the
opportunity afforded by their congratulatory ad-
dresses, to set before them in his replies the noblest
incentives to the performance of: their duties; they
wereto devote their lives not painfully, but exclu-
sively to these objects.

~It had been generally thought that the distribution
of so many rights of survivorship to feudal properties,
canonicates, shrievalties, and the like, as had taken
place under the last government, trenched upon the
privileges of the nobility and of the ecclesiastical esta-
blishments. Frederick II., who was himself alarmed
at the embarrassments which these might cause him,
not only declared that he would grant no more, but
even revoked all that had already been bestowed.

The rapid and compulsory building of new houses
in Berlin had entailed considerable difficulties upon
several people. These Frederick now endeavoured to
compensate. :

He put an immediate stop to the oppressive preser-

* Manteuffel a Briihl, 3rd June. Il y en avoit, qui opinoient
& un traitement bien plus rude, voulant, qu’ Eccard fut pour le

*  moins pendu.

VOL. 1I. E
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vation of game. He disparked four districts which had
been turned into game preserves, and reconverted them
into pasture and ploughed land. He caused a large

. number of deer and wild boars to be shot, partly with

the object of lowering the price of meat, the market
value of which had lately risen with that of all other
produce. When he confirmed any of the privileges
of hunting or shooting granted by his father, he re-
served to himself the right of destroying the game if
it should become injurious to agriculture.

In granting a fresh lease of the large farm of
Egeln, he gave the preference, above all the other
competitors, to one of the former Yo-tenants, chiefly
because he promised to exact no service from the pea-
sants in Atzendorf, but to content himself with a
payment in money instead.* '

He did not hesitate to restore to the French colo-
nists certain old rights and privileges which nowise
interfered with the interests of the community; and
he allowed the Lutheran congregations to resume
the practice of sundry ceremonies which had been
rigorously suppressed by his father. He felt quite
ashamed, on inspecting the accounts of the ex-
penditure for the Academy of Science, at discovering
that certain small pensions and allowances had been
suppressed and perverted to purposes of an odious
nature. The King instantly caused them to be re-
stored. Science is proverbially grateful, and it has
ever been accounted the greatest honour to the
young monarch that, during the first days of his
reign, he remembered the philosopher Wolf, who had

* Orders in Council of 5th, 10th, 11th, 18th, 16th, 27th June.
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been expelled from the University of Halle, and
would not rest until he had restored to him his chair.

These events excited general surprise, and gave
rise to the idea that the young King would go still
further in the same spirit, and perhaps overthrow the
whole system of government established by his late
father ; and this prospect was hailed with joy by many
who were incapable of appreciating its merits, and who
only felt its vexations. But these men soon learnt to
know Frederick better. 'While he dismissed Eckart,
who had outraged morality, Frederick knew how to
honour a man of merit like Boden, whom, however,
the vulgar could not distinguish from Eckart. A
story is current, that at the beginning of Frederick’s
reign some of the courtiers had endeavoured to
overthrow Boden, who, however, by the prudence
and eloquence of his representations, raised himself
immensely in the King’s estimation.* Such an op-
portunity, however, can scarcely have been needed,
for during the latter days of the late King’s reign
and the first of that of Frederick, Boden had initiated
the young monarch into the internal working of
the system of finance, with which no one was so
well acquainted as he, and while thus employed he
gained Frederick’s esteem. Boden received one of
the very first marks of favour bestowed by Frederick
on his accession, as a reward for the various ser-
vices which he bhad performed. The King gave
him the house which had been intended as a gift

* This is to be found in Kdnig’s book, which is generally so
worthy of credit. It cannot, however, be reconciled as to date
with Pdllnitz’s statement.

E2
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for Eckart. From the very first Boden was, and still
continued to be, the man on whom the King implicitly
relied in all financial matters. The mere report of
a contemplated change of system was looked upon as
so mischievous, that it was thought necessary expressly
to contradict it. The King caused the different cham-
bers to be informed that he intended to adhere closely
to the system introduced by his father, both as re-
garded the excise and other duties, and the contri-
bution and collection of the rents from the royal
domains. When his first year’s rents became due at
Trinity term, 1740, there proved to be considerable
arrears. The King ordered them to be paid up with-
out fail, by a certain period which he himself fixed.

It was, indeed, most premature to conclude from
a few scattered departures from the old customs, that
the system was to be changed. Far from infringing
upon its essential principle, the new government
merely purified and strengthened it by the abolition
of anomalies by which it had been deformed.

_ It is; nevertheless, true that the young King intro-
duced several innovations which were greatly in ad-
vance of the system established by his father.

On the third day of his reign he issued a Cabinet
Order abolishing torture in all, save some few special
cases, in which, moreover, it was never applied.*

As early asat the period of the Reformation, the use
of torture had been attacked ; and in the seventeenth
century it had been condemned'in several solid works,

* Charlottenburg, 3rd June, 1740, in Behmer: novum jus
controversum Catharinge II. dicatum obs. 74, I1. 478. Compare
Beitriige zur juristischen Literatur, IV. 202.
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first of all by an Arminian doctor.* At length, in
the commencement of the eighteenth century, Thoma-
sius directed against the use of torture one of those
vehement, learned, and comprehensive treatises, by
which he gave a great impulse to public opinion on all
legal subjects. Notwithstanding all this, torture was
far from being abolished ; Thomasius himself did not
venture positively to advise its abolition, for fear of
other evil consequences.tf But Frederick, deeply im-
pressed with the conviction that it was disgraceful to
Christendom and to civilization to sanction practices
by which humanity was outraged, made use of his
- absolute power as King, and at once commanded the
abolition of torture without taking long counsel upon
the consequent difficulties. This mode of extorting
confession was the point upon which turned the whole
German criminal procedure, as it had been conducted
since the introduction of the Carolina code, and its
abolition caused the greatest perplexity to the judges.
But Frederick would pay no regard to this objection.
The abolition of torture, which so often failed in its
object and destroyed the innocent, was imperatively
demanded by the feeling of the age, even though
the whole criminal procedure were to be changed in
consequence, as, indeed, it materially was from that -
time forward: and as in Prussia the torture had
never been applied to the higher classes, the spirit of
the times hailed in its abolition another principle

* Passages from Lersener: Geschichte des Zeitalters der Re-
formation, V. 473. Johann Grave: Tribunal reformatum, 1624,

+ Thomasius: de tortura e foris christianorum proscribenda,
Christiani Thomasii Dissertationum, Tom. II. p. 1049.
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which was then at work—namely, that of equality
before the law.*
It was the same spirit which led Frederick soon

.after to abolish dispensations for marriages. It is

well known how much more numerous are the cano-
nical prohibitions than those of the Mosaic or even
the Roman law; and how much they narrowed the
circle of marriages capable of receiving the sanction
of the church, by extending the limits of relationship
and connexion by marriage. The Protestants had
discarded many of these prohibitions, but had retained
others, partly with a view to keeping up some con-
nexion with the Catholics in southern Germany, to
whom they did not wish to exhibit the spectacle
of scandalous marriages. This, however, was not a
motive which had any weight with Frederick IL.;
he declared every marriage legal and valid without
dispensation, which was not clearly forbidden by the
word of God. The Chancellor of the University of
Halle + praises Frederick for completely restoring
the liberty of the Gospel, and for no longer allowing
the clearness of the Mosaic dispensation to be ob-
scured by arbitrary additions. The King himself
gave another reason for this measure—one which at
that time began to be a matter of general conviction.
{The common opinien then was, that throughout the
greater portion of Europe population was diminishing

* As Beccaria says on this occasion: Ia sola uguaglianza e
liberta che possono gli uomini ragionevoli exigere nelle presenti
combinazioni di cose.

t In the weekly notices extracted in Fassmann’s Regierungs-
antritt, I. 74, where is also to be found the Rescript of July 3rd.
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rather than increasing. Every one knows the strange
measures which another soldier, Marshal Saxe, pro-
posed as a remedy for this evil.* Most men sought
- the cause of the evil in the prohibitions of the Church,
and subsequent times have shown the effect which the
mitigation of these laws produced over the whole of
Europe. In Protestant countries the greater part of
these prohibitions had long been abolished, but there
was now a general desire to get rid of the few that
still remained. Frederick expressly said that he abo-
lished dispensations in order to promote marriage
and to increase population. .The convictions of man-
kind were with him when he broke through ecclesias-
tical usages and the practice of the consistories, and
returned to the primitive laws of the world, which, in
this case, agreed with those of morality.

These were legislative enactments of great sngm-
ficance, though still incomplete and imperfectly worked
out; and, indeed, fitted rather to serve as the materials
for some future code. They were general principles
which the young King embraced and endeavoured
to promote ; and which arose more out of a feeling
of the necessities of social life throughout Europe,
than from any conviction that the evil which they
were intended to remedy was especlally rife in the
Prussian dominions.

This was equally the case with respect to the de-
mand for universal toleration which Frederick so
strongly urged : but this likewise had a higher political
significance.

* Reflexions sur la propagation de ’esptce humaine. Réve-
ries de Maurice Comte de Saxe, 345.
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In all countries a participation in the benefits con-
ferred by the State was still exclusively connected with
some particular confession : the sovereigns themselves
were bound by strict laws to the religion of the
country.

This was a matter of course with the numerous
spiritual Princes in Grermany, who had to uphold the
hierarchical ideas upon which their authority rested
The Emperor, likewise—who still received his crown
with all the ecclesiastical pomp of former centuries,
and whose power in the Empire was intimately con-
nected with the maintenance of hierarchical insti-
tutions—was in the same predicament: the power
of the court of ‘Vienna would have been a mere
nullity without this spiritual and Catholic element.
Thus, too, ever since the religious civil wars of France
in which the Huguenots were defeated, and more es-
pecially since the last persecution and banishment of
that party, the royal power in France was thoroughly
imbued with the idea of the absolute supremacy of
Catholicism. It is true that in England an act of
toleration had recently been passed, but only for the
benefit of the Protestant Dissenters, not of the Catho-
lics, who, by the violent attack they had made on the
liberties of the country during the reign of James I1.,
had brought upon themselves exclusion from all public
offices of trust. A country bordering upon Prussia
presented the anomalous spectacle of an old Pro-
testant state, in which a tendency to Catholicism
was almost a claim to promotion. The Elector of
Saxony, who was then King of Poland, was surrounded
by directors of his conscience, among them a zealous
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confessor, who used the administration and political
conduct of the country as means of conversion: to
forsake the religion of the country and to adopt that
of the court was a recommendation to office.

It is evident, at-the first glance, that the Prussian
government differed very materially in this respect
from all others. -

Without doubt every thing in Prussia depended
upon Protestantism, but no one believed that the
reformed faith would ever again be endangered, or
stand in need of any forcible means of defence. It
had been the endeavour of the dymasty for many
years, to allay the discord:between the two great
Protestant parties, and now the government had
begun to extend toleration even to the Catholics.
The possession of the western provinces, where all
three confessions existed at the same time, was in
this respect of great importance to the spirit and
views of the government: we may almost say it was
_providential. So early as during the sixteenth cen-
tury the government had cancelled the acts by which
the members of one or the other of these religious
denominations were excluded from civil rights or
public offices, and had granted to them all “like
rights, protection, and equality.”* Even the great
Elector contributed towards the building of new
Catholic churches. The Catholic subjects of Fre-
derick I. said in his praise, that under the rule of a
Prince of their own faith they could desire nothing
more than he had already granted to them. We

* Laspeyres, Geschichte und heutige Verfassung der katho-
lischen Kirche Preussens, 219, 265.
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have mentioned the respect which Frederick William
I, in the midst of his state, paid to Catholicism
out of regard to his Catholic soldiers: he only
thought it necessary to forbid proselytizing.

The further developement of this tendency was
quite according to Frederick’s way of thinking, and
he took the first opportunity of setting forth the
doctrine of toleration in the strongest possible terms.
In the very first month of his reign he wrote that
marginal resolution which has been so much com-
mented upon—that all religions were to be tole-
rated, and none ameng them was to be favoured
to the prejudice of the others: in the Prussian do-

© minions each individual might go to heaven “a sa
" fagon”—an expression which simply meant that

Frederick was opposed to the claims set up by
each of the various religious bodies to the exclusive
possession of the true and saving faith. But we can
scarcely conclude from it that Frederick intended to
confirm the proselyting spirit of the Catholic priest-
hood ;* nor yet that he thought it desirable that the
spiritual community should be dissolved, and each
man should be left to his own judgement. This idea
had been expressly repudiated by the founder of the
maxim upon which Frederick acted, by John Locke

* Thus it is understood by Busching, who in his book, called
Charakter Friederichs II., has published these marginal resolu-
tions of 22nd June, 1740, which are no longer to be found in
original in the Archives. Frederick doubtless did not wish to
see the Catholic schools abolished, whose proselytizing spirit had
been complained of; but he had no desire that their encroach-
ments should be allowed. Moreover, he wrote for the Fiscal,
and not for the public.
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himself. We find orders in council of an early date,
in which Frederick praises the hard-working mi-
nisters of the Gospel, declares his desire to reward
them for their zeal, and warns others not to neglect
the especial duties of their office for the pursuit of
literary occupations* One of Frederick’s funda-
mental principles was not to meddle with the faith
of his people, and to avoid giving them any offence. -
But he was determined to suffer no violence with
respect to matters of doctrine, nor to give to one
confession any superiority over the others. Indeed a
time came when he even desired to have Catholics
at his court.

No one can deny that these views were of incalcu-
lable importance to Germany, and to the whole world.

‘We have seen that even in the year 1740, each of
two hostile religious parties followed a separate lirie
of foreign policy; that Diisseldorf was looked upon
as a strong frontier fortress of Catholicism, and that
the bailiwicks on the Agger were held to be essential
to the permanence of that party.

It was evident that it was time that this political
hostility between the religious sects should cease, and
if the legitimate centre of the Empire—the Imperial
court—could not rise to this view of the subject,

* To young Beausobre, 15th Nov., 1742. Le devoir de
votre charge d’ame doit &tre preferé aux travaux que I’edition
etc. demande. To the preacher Hdpner, 28th June, 1741. 1In
the Anti-Machiavel it is said, cap. 25,169: La politique veut,
que le prince ne touche point a la foi de ses peuples. Testam.
politique de 1752. Il faut savoir assez respecter le public, pour
ne le pas scandaliser dans son culte, de quelque religion qu’il
soit.
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some other power must of necessity take upon itself
to put an end to such a state of things.

This course, moreover, coincided with one of the
great tendencies of the age. "We have already shown
that on every side there arose out of a profound his-
torical necessity a tendency to burst the bonds imposed
by too close a connexion between religious ideas and
political rights : the spirit of mankind rebelled against
it. That which in so many places was so ardently
desired and so vehemently demanded, was in Prussia
granted by the state itself, without fear of causing any
disorder. :

Even with respect to material interests, the
requirements of the political economy of that century
were in accordance with the established maxims of
the Prussian government—e. g., as to the promotion
of manufactures. We have seen how Frederick
William I. founded them: the general government
was ordered to devote the greatest attention to the
various branches of manufactures in the several divi-
sions of the kingdom. Frederick I, however, was
convinced that much more still remained to be done.
Already Prussia had shaken off her dependence upon
the foreigner, but this was not enough for the King
he conceived the idea of causing his subjects to
manufacture for other countries, and to enjoy the
advantage of supplying the wants of the whole world.
Thus, he said, a kind of voluntary tax would be
levied upon the neighbouring countries, which would
contribute to the support of the indigenous subjects of
Prussia: these would increase, and the towns would
be peopled ; and the.number of his subjects was the
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real wealth of a king. In order to give a fresh im-
pulse to the matter, he found it advisable to centralize
this department of busimess rather more, as had
already been done with respect to others by the high-
est authorities. He established a special Board of
Trade under one of the most active of his old official
men, Marschall, whom he appointed minister, and
with whom was associated his friend and teacher of
Custrin, Hille. This office was to exercise a super-
vision not alone over particular provinces, but over
the state as a whole. Marschall began by desiring the
provincial exchequers to report to him which of the
provinces had manufactures, and which had not ; how
in the one case they could be improved, and in the
other introduced; how the consumption of foreign
goods was to be prevented, while the exportation of
Prussian articles to foreign countries was to be pro-
_moted ; what alterations were to be made in the ex-
cise, and other duties, in order to increase trade,

The King took a lively interest in all this. Like
Colbert he sent to Italy to invite weavers of velvets,
rich silks, and silk damasks, into his dominions. His
ambassador in Paris was instructed to find makers of
cloth of gold, and other rich stuffs. ° Every year of
his reign was marked by more or less successful at-
tempts of this kind.

If we consider the whole interior of the state, we
shall perceive three mighty influences at work : the
established order of things, the ideas of the century,
and the independent mind of the sovereign which
combined the two, so as to strengthen the one and to
open the way for the ather.
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Much was prepared at this time that we shall have
to examine hereafter. In this place we will mention
only personal matters, such as the organization of the
royal household; wherein Frederick thought fit to
deviate somewhat from the restrictions imposed
upon the royal family by his father.

Frederick II. first enlarged his mother’s residence
of Monbijou, and gave her a more brilliant court.
‘When he begged her not to address him with the title
of “Majesty,” but to call him “son” as heretofore, a
name dearer to him than any other, this was no
empty form, but the expression of a sincere feeling of
reverence and gratitude. He wished to remove all
the petty inconveniences which she had hitherto en-
dured.

He stood in a very peculiar relation towards the
Queen, his wife. He felt constantly that he had been
forced into the marriage, and he was not disposed to
submit to this constraint all his life. Every one in
Berlin expected that he would divorce her; but Eli-
zabeth Christine had, in her very difficult position,
preserved so much womanly dignity, and had shown
such excellent moral qualities, that the King could
never have brought himself to so harsh an act. He -
gave her an honourable and, considering the circum-
stances of the case, a splendid household,* together
with the means of receiving a numerous and bril-

. * Bhe had four ladies in waiting, with a high salary and the
title of Madame, four maids of honour, with a smaller salary and
the title of Mademoiselle, one mistress of the robes, a master of
the ceremonies, one marshal of the court and chamberlain, 12

pages, and whatever else belonged to such a ceremonial. None
of the ladies in waiting were to be foreigners.
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liant society. He himself never appeared at her
assemblies, not even at the very beginning ; he learnt
from others how she played her part. Altogether
he saw her very seldom ; much less was she the com-
panion of his daily life. Such was the fate imposed
upon them through each other.

Frederick himself continued, only without his wife,
the same sort of life at Charlottenburg that he had led
at Rheinsberg. Several of his old friends of former
years appeared there ; among them, Duhan de Jandun
and the same Kait who, in the catastrophe of the year
1730, had escaped from Wesel ; but they no longer
suited the King’s society or his frame of mind.
Duhan was seriously devoted to religion, and it was
evident that he lived and moved in the strictest ideas
of Calvinism, in the faith of his fathers. Kait, who
meanwhile had lived in England, had adopted the
manners and views of an Englishman, and hoped
to make a brilliant marriage. On the other hand,
Keyserlingk was in the beginning looked upon as a
favourite. Keyserlingk was a young officer of good
general information, and devoted to the same pursuits
as the King: he knew Latin and Italian, and pointed
his conversation with happy poetical quotations. His
manners, especially when he wished to make an im-
pression, were somewhat overpowering to other people ;
but not so to the King, who was used to him, and
liked him. Frederick wrote with his own hand
the name of Ceesarion, as he called Keyserlingk, on
the door of the room destined to him, in the palace
of Charlottenburg: it was near Frederick’s apart-
ment, and the King occasionally visited Keyserlingk
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in his own room. But Keyserlingk was not a fa-
vourite likely to exercise any undue influence. His
recommendations, which were incessant, were but little
heeded. One day, when he seemed inclined to make
some unusually ambitious request, the King said to-
him, ¢ Hark ye, Keyserlingk, you are a worthy
* fellow, and I love to hear you sing and jest, but your
councils are those of a fool.” Jordan, one of the
French colony, was a man of a much more solid
worth: he had quitted the pulpit, which no longer
suited his inclinations, and brought to the assistance
of the King’s thirst after knowledge an extensive ac-
quaintance with literature, for which he had the zeal
of a declared bibliophile. To Jordan himself his in-
tercourse with the King was a great mental enjoyrhent,
and afforded him the incitement to thought, of which
he stood in need. Jordan shared the King’s sceptical
opinions as opposed to the theological system, taking
care, however, not to attack the fundamental maxims
of religion, and he competed with him in love of
truth supported by satire. Their letters were written
in the same style of easy and fluent prose interspersed
with verses not always of the most-faultless con-
struction, but betokening hearty friendship and per-
fect mutual confidence and understanding. Frederick
often directed his sarcasms against Jordan, who
returned the attack with the same weapons, and
laughed at those who bade him beware of the conse-
quences of his boldness ; he looked upon it as his duty
towards the King, always to tell the naked truth.*

* Compare his last letter, dated April, 1745: V.M. voudra
bien aprés ma mort me rendre la justice, que si j’ai combattu la
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The number of Frederick’s companions was increased
by a newly arrived foreigner, a man of still more
varied information than the other two. This was Al-
garotti, whose literary remains contain treatises upon
physics and antiquities, architecture and strategics,
language and history, expressed with care and ele-
gance in an almost epigrammatic style. The powers
of observation, and the keen and accurate judgment
which are shown in his writings, rendered his society
uncommonly agreeable to Frederick, who seemed to
think all company tedious in which he did not meet
Algarotti. The latter, however, who possessed an
independent fortune, was not tempted by a position
which Jordan looked upon as so enviable. But Alga-
rotti mistook his own abilities when he desired a high
employment in the service of the state; the ready
gifts which he had at command in literature, forsook
him in practical life. The members of the court of
Charlottenburg thought him intolerably assuming.
There was this great difference between Fre-
derick’s life at Charlottenburg and that which he had
formerly led at Rheinsberg, that the affairs of state
now occupied that prominent share of his time and
attention which had formerly been filled by study.
The King reserved the early morning to himself alone,
whether he took his coffee in the garden or sat at
work in his own room.  Then the members of the
privy council made their report, and the ministers
had an audience: the number and importance of the

superstition avec acharnement, j’ai toujours soutenu les intéréts
de la religion chrétienne, quoique fort éloigné des iddes des
théologiens.— V.M. m’a toujours soupgonné de socinianisme,

VOL. IIL. F
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orders in council, embracing the whole administration
of the country, civil and military, foreign and do-
mestic, show the zeal and industry with which Frede-
rick laboured from the first moment of his accession.
Towards noon the King, accompanied by his adjutant-
general, rode into the town to be present at some
military exercise or parade, and soon after the whole
party returned to Charlottenburg at full gallop. The
King then dined, in company with the whole court;
he talked a great deal at table, and often indulged in
caustic wit ; he was pleased with any reply to his jests,
if it was but sharp and well turned. In the evening
he took part in a little concert; he played the flute,
as some Saxon musicians .have told us, almost too
well,—better than became a king.* Leave to be
present at these concerts was granted as a great
favour. This simple way of life did not please every
one, several of the courtiers called Frederick ¢ the
abbot,” and themselves ¢ his monks.”

The obsequies of Frederick William I. were held-
at Potsdam on the 22nd of June. Frederick II.
caused them to be celebrated with all possible pomp
and splendour, in order that none might say that his
father’s memory had been rendered less dear to him
by that which had formerly taken place between
them. There were, however, others who respected
it less. On hearing a report that a bookseller of
Amsterdam was printing a life of Frederick Wil-
liam, Frederick directed his envoy to make himself
acquainted with the contents of the book ; and if he

* Que ce monarque non seulement s’y connaissait & fond,
mais qu’il jouait divinement bien.
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found it to contain anything derogatory to the ﬁune
of the late King, to prevent its publication.*

The ceremony of interment was altogether mili-
tary, in harmony with the character of the deceased
sovereign. Frederick rejected the services of Poll-
nitz, who offered himself as master of the ceremonies,
and chose to be attended solely by generals, such as
Prince Leopold and the Duke of Holstein-Beck.
A number of other officers followed, not in any accu-
rate order of precedence. The three battalions of
the tall regiment once more went through all the
evolutions with their accustomed precision—for even
the new recruits had been drilled with the utmost
care—and paid the last honours to the sovereign who
had raised them, in the manner most congenial to his
spirit. They attracted all the more attention as
every one knew that this was the last time they
were to be seen.

Frederick thought that the cost of maintaining
this regiment, which was estimated at 202,518 thalers
a-year, was out of all proportion to the advantage to
be derived from it, and determined to disband it. He
incorporated the best and most finely grown, but not
the tallest men, with the regiment which he himself
had commanded when he was Crown-Prince, and
thus formed three battalions of foot-guards. The re-
jected giants, mostly Rascians and Hungarians, were
sent to the Sternschanze, at Magdeburg, where they

* He wrote to him on 21st June, the day before the cere-
mony. Taisez vous, said he to P3llnitz, who had allowed him-
self a few pleasantries on the subject : je respecte la mémoire de
mon pére et je veux que mes gens la respectent pareillement.

F2
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were to be allowed to die off, and if any of them ran
away they were not to be pursued.* Sixteen new

* Military Report in Manteuffel. Aus des hochsel. Konigs
Leibregiment sind de schonsten, so von guter Grosse, ausge-
sucht worden, wovon das 1 Bataillon Fussgarde formirt worden
und sind bis dato noch die grdssesten ; welches Ihro Hoheit Prinz
Ferdinand bekommt ; die iibrigen sind theils an die Feld Regi-
menter verschenkt, theils ausgetauscht worden fiir gute 9 und
10 zdllige Kerls. Unter andern sind viele verabschiedet, auch
einige avancirt worden. Die 25 M. grosten an der Leib Comp.
sind als Heyducken ausgekleidet worden und halten sich in
Berlin auf|, sollen aber keine Dienste thun. Unter dem Ba-
taillon welches Gen. Maj. von Weyer bekommt und in Magde-
burg in der Sternschanze steht, sind 600 Mann auch hievon und
werden dort Rebellen genannt, sind lauter Auslinder, Italiener,
Sclavonier, Raitzen und Ungern. Sie sollen nicht recrutirt
werden, sondern so absterben mit den Offizieren, so dabei zu
stehen kommen, und so einer wegliuft, soll ihm nicht nachge-
schickt werden, sondern laufen lassen.

Unter das 2te und 3te Bataillon Fussgarde werden die schon-
sten und groesten von Ihrer Majestit gewesenem Regiment als
Kronprinz genommen; der Rest davon an die Feld Regi-
menter verwechselt, wovon die schinste Leute ausgesucht
von 9 und 10 Zoll, und die beiden Bataillone formirt werden.

(The handsomest and best grown men of the late King’s body-
guard were selected, out of whom the 1st battalion of the foot-
guards was formed: these men are the tallest now in the foot-
guards, and are to be given to his Highness Prince Ferdinand.
The rest were distributed among the regiments of the line, or were
exchanged for serviceable middle-sized men. Many were dis-
charged, and some few promoted. The 25 biggest men of the
body-guard were dressed as Heyducks, and were to be quartered
in Berlin, but without doing any duty. The battalion commanded
by Major-General von Weyer, quartered in the Sternschanze at
Magdeburg, contained 600 of these men, who there went by the
nickname of the rebels: these were chiefly foreigners, Italians,
Sclavonians, Rascians, and Hungarians. They were not to be
increased, but were to die out with their officers ; if any deserted,
they were not to be pursued, but were to be allowed to escape.
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battalions were formed with the money thus saved,
and a small addition out of the military chest.
Frederick, like his father, was able to begin his
reign with a notable increase to his army; and
while he abolished. that which wag a mere matter
of personal fancy, he app‘lxed himself zealously to
the improvement of all essential points.

On the 7th of July, 1740, Frederick set out on
his journey into the duchy of Prussia to receive the
oaths of allegiance. He was as little disposed as his
father had been to go through the ceremony of a coro-
nation ; he even forbade all pageants, processions, and
ceremonies of reception. Nothing was to take place
but a bare repetition of the ceremonial which had
accompanied the last monarch’s accession to the
throne, for the expenses of which a like sum of
money was to be allowed, payable out of the same
fund. It certainly was impossible for a sovereign, on
his way to take possession of his kingdom, to make
a plainer-appearance. Frederick travelled with only
three carriages ; he was accompanied by a part of his
little court of Charlottenburg, including the men of
learning who belonged to it: his own carriage he
shared with Hack, Keyserlingk, and Algarotti.

- As they journeyed along in a north-easterly direc-
tion, the King and his Italian friend fell into a °
discussion upon the relative merits of northern and

The finest and tallest men of his Majesty’s regiment, when
Crown-Prince, were placed in the 2nd and 8rd battalions of
foot-guards; the rest were exchanged into the regiments of
the line, from which the finest men of ‘middle height were
selected in return, and the two battalions formed.)
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southern countries ; the King maintained stoutly, and
afterwards expressed in poetry his conviction, that
the inhabitants of the-north were not without some
en)oyment of nature.

< During the course of his journey, Frederick re-
v1ewed and inspected troops, granted a few pardons
and favours, and likewise inflicted a few punish-
ments : the current business of government was car-
ried on without interruption at the places where the
court halted. The taking of the oaths of allegiance
placed some unusual difficulties in the .way of a
government 8o exclusively monarchical as that of
Prussia had now become.

It had been the invariable custom in the duchy,
before the oaths of allegiance were taken, to summon
a diet, at which, according to the regulations of the
great Elector, the prince on his first accession was to
redress grievances, to reform abuses, and to confirm
the privileges of the country.

King Frederick William I. immediately on suc-
ceeding to the crown gave a provisional assurance,
and let the matter rest there: after the meeting of
the diet summoned ta take the oaths of allegiance,
he never called together another. As all the rights
appertaining to the: estates were chiefly connected
* with granting the supplies, and as Frederick William
not only never received anything from Prussia, but
was also compelled, by the application of means aris-
ing from other sources, to ward off the ruin which
threatened that province, he was never called upon
to summon a diet: he declared the heads of circles
(Landrath),—who were indispensable to the action



CH. IL] MEETING OF THE ESTATES. 71

of government by estates,—to be unnecessary, and
allowed the institution gradually to fall into disuse. .

Frederick IL, after some consideration, deter-
mined to re-appoint these officers. Hereupon the
three estates met on the 12th of July: the higher
nobility and the heads of circles, the lesser nobility
with the deputies of the peasant freeholders, and the
delegates of the towns. No sooner were they assem-
bled, than, as a matter of course, they remembered
their ancient privileges; and demanded assurances
similar to those which Frederick I. had twice given ;
on succeeding to his father in 1690, and on obtaining
the title of King in 1701.

In the meantime, however, the administrative and
military constitution of the kingdom had been esta-
blished. The minister, Podewils, who preceded the
King in this journey, remarked that it would be im-
possible to reconcile the ancient privileges with the
new order of things. '

The King, who in all things followed the example
of his father, had no wish to abolish institutions upon
which the power and credit of the country depended :
moreover, the estates did not seriously urge the
point. Podewils represented to them that the per-
sonal character of such a prince as Frederick, whose
mind was wholly bent upon forwarding the happi-
ness ‘of his people, offered to them a far greater
security than all the guarantees in the world.

It is probably to be regretted, especially with a
view to subsequent times, that some attempt was not
then made to reconcile these divers claims. But, not
to mention that any such attempt might have led
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to endless discussions of legal claims admitting of
no solution, the tendency of the epoch did not lie
in that direction. Circumstances of a totally dif-
ferent kind, among which we may mention the
great events of the year 1812, were needed to
restore animation to a Prussian Diet. The estates
kummoned by Frederick declared themselves ready
to take the oaths of allegiance, without a previous
tecognition of their liberties. The general spirit
of the times was altogether favourable to the forms
of monarchy, while, on the other hand, the prin-
ciple of monarchy was maintained in its utmost
purity. Frederick refused to receive the donative
which the estates, according to ancient custom,
offered to pay in instalments, at periods to be fixed
_by themselves. Neither a demand for, nor a grant
of supplies, nor yet a voluntary donative, was appli-
cable in a case, in which the absolute necessities
of the whole state, and the ability of the pro-
vince to meet its share of these demands, formed
the only rule, and where views obtained which were
altogether foreign to all the received ideas of private
rights or claims.

The Burgraves of Dohna who claimed the pri-
vilege of taking the oath of allegiance in writing,
instead of personally, desisted from their claim when
the King represented to them that they would only
bring upon themselves hatred by the assumption of
this advantage over so many other illustrious families
of the province.

The estates took the oaths on the 20th of July.
The King declared that the compliance of the Prus-
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sians in doing homage without exacting any assurance
from him, should never be used to their disadvantage.
Only a general allusion was made, as in the year
1701, to those who by the convention of Welau pos-
sessed certain rights of escheat. The recollections
of the ancient supremacy of Poland, and of the
privileges appertaining to the estates, fell, as they
had arisen, together. On the coins struck to com-
memorate this ceremony, Frederick styled himself,
for the first time, Rex Borussorum. His king-
dom and his position in the world were founded
upon his dominion over all who bore the name
of Prussians, and not only upon the possession of
the province.

Similar tendencies, only not so strong, displayed
themselves in the homage rendered by the March of -
Brandenburg; not in the form of demands made by
the diet, but of wishes expressed by particular
estates.* The nobles complained of the predomi-
nance of the military order, and also of the excise,
which pressed heavily upon their peasants: they like-
wise protested against the right of the burghers to
bold fiefs. On the other hand, the burgomaster of
Berlin called upon the King to protect the rights
and privileges of the city, which had hitherto been
so much abused. But when among these rights
we find such things, as for instance, that the people
of Rathenau claimed to be allowed, as in former
times, to take from the royal forests the wood re-

* Podewils to the King, 12th July, 1740: je puis dire aussi
et je dois cette justice & ces gens ¢y, que je trouve leur beaucoup
de soumission et de docilité.
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quired to build their bridges and dams, we are struck
with the narrow and local nature of their views. The
minister, Arnim, in his answer, promised a kind and
gentle rule ; he expressly alluded to the first Frederick,
whose spirit, he said, rested upon the second of that
name. We may doubt, however; whether the King,
who placed his father far above his grandfather,
agreed in this view of the matter. He discovered no
great reverence for ancient precedent. When the
ceremony of doing homage took place, on the 2nd of
August, neither the Electoral hat nor the sceptre of
the imperial arch-treasurer was displayed: and on
the coins struck on the occasion, the words ¢ By the
grace of God” were left out. Frederick stayed half
an hour on the balcony, gazing, perfectly silent and
lost in thought, upon the crowds which filled the castle
square. Thence he hastened to inspect the troops
drawn up on parade.

In other places the homage was paid to commis-
sioners ; but Frederick visited the western provinces
in person in August and September, when he reviewed
the troops and inspected the fortresses.

The inheritance to which he had succeeded was
rare indeed. He was called to rule over provinces,
which, under a well devised and firmly established
gystem of government, were rapidly and securely re-
covering from former devastation; and over a natu-
rally vigorous and energetic people, possessed of the
chief elements of culture, needing only developement,
and not divided by faction. There was no longer
any question of the old quarrels between the religious
confessions : all recollection of individual privileges
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was lost in the necessity of uniting the best efforts of
the whole country in the common cause of political
independence. The strict discipline and subjection
in which the people was held cannot be considered as
oppressive, for all were fully aware of its purpose.
We cannot call that man a slave, who loves the

- power which he renders possible only by yielding
the strictest obedience, and which affords him a posi-
tion utterly independent of foreign influences.' Some
of the ministers, among other changes, wished to re-
establish the regular meetings of the secret council.
But Frederick declared to them that he would ob-
serve all the forms of his father’s government: he
disliked long consultations and tedious dissertations
even more than his father had done: his decisions
were vigorous, immediate, and irrevocable. His
object was to give an impulse to several things which
had not yet been dreamed of in the internal ad-
ministration of the country, and still more, to win
for Prussia that respect and consideration which
had hitherto been refused her by other states. The
Prussian army, which Frederick increased at the
very beginning of his reign, was the sum of the
resources of his people. The King’s task now was
to make the most efficient and advantageous use of
the instrument placed in his hands. He did not long
hesitate how this was to be done.
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CHAPTER IIL

FOREIGN AFFAIRS DURING THE FIRST MONTHS OF
. FREDERICK’S REIGN.

I his last “discourse,” to which we must now revert,
Frederick William could not boast of a friendly or
intimate alliance with any foreign power. He pointed
out Denmark as that which had for a long time been
the best disposed towards Prussia, and he had advised
his successor to keep upon good terms with the neigh-
bouring courts of northern Geermany—Cassel, Wol-
fenbiittel, and Dresden. On the other hand, though
so long a time had elapsed since the northern war, the
Swedish sovereign still appeared to him to be danger-
ous to Prussia, the more so as his own former close
connexion with Russia had of late years been consi-
derably loosened. The King advised a cautious and
rather neutral line of conduct towards the latter power,
from whose assistance there was not much to be
hoped, though it was obvious that more was to be lost
than gained by a war with her. The most pressing
questions, however, lay in another quarter; the King
declared his opinions in great detail as to the four
powers who had taken part in the affair of Juliers
and Berg, which was the main object he had in view.
* Render unto Casar the things which be Ceesar’s,”
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said he—that is, let the Emperor be treated with all
the respect and consideration which the head of the
Empire has a right to expect from one of its estates,
taking care, however, always to bear in mind that he
belongs to the house of Austria, which ever seeks its
own advantage, and invariably acts on the principle of
depressing rather than of raising the power of the house
of Brandenburg. Thus, too, Prussia had been since
time immemorial in alliance and neighbourly friend-
ship with Holland ; notwithstanding which, every
increase to Prussia, especially near the frontiers of
Holland, was looked upon with an evil eye by that
power. With reference to the court of London, he
drew a distinction between the views of the crown of
England and those of the house of Hanover. With
the former, Prussia had no important difference ; nay,
their interests in many respects, as well as in the mat-
ter of religion, were identical ; whereas Hanover, on the
contrary, advanced several territorial claims adverse
to Prussia, and was determined to prevent to the
utmost of her power the further rise of the latter.
As a Christian, he said, he had forgiven George II.
all the injuries he had done him ; but he had always
found it more to his own advantage to avoid any
nearer alliance with the English monarch. This so-
vereign now foresaw a speedy change of rulers in the
house of Brandenburg ; and it was, doubtless, on this
account alone that he had come over from England,
in order to gain over the Prince to his side imme-
diately upon his accession. It seemed as if he wanted
to bring about a great alliance against France. The
old King, therefore, advised the Prince to weigh
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matters well, and not to decide too hastily,* to ob-
tain good. terms for himself, and, above all, never to
enter into an alliance, of which the ultimate object
was concealed from him, or in which he was not
to stand upon a footing of perfect equality. The
royal electoral house had from time immemorial re-
served to itself the right to ally itself with or to op-
pose France, as circumstances might dictate. Quite
recently he, the King, had concluded a treaty with
that power, through which Prussia might hope shortly
to obtain a firm footing in the duchy of Berg: he
had been driven to take this step by the opposition
he encountered from the other powers; and he now
received from that quarter assurances of the desire for
a still closer alliance; but he thought that the Prince
should not meet these advances, unless France would
agree to concede the remaining portion of the duchy
of Berg, which she still withheld. As a general rule
Frederick William counselled his son rather to avoid
alliances, and not to hold much personal communica-
tion with foreign ambassadors, whose aim it invariably
was to penetrate his secrets. Before going to war, he
should well consider that it was not always possible
to make peace when it might suit him. But if war
was inevitable, and absolutely needful, he was to keep

* Allianzen wiren zwar guth vor die Ministres, so dazu ge- -
braucht wiirden wegen der Presenten so es dabei setzte, aber
selten convenabel vor ihre Principalen, weil de wenigsten Trac-
tate und Biindnisse gehalten wiirden.—(Alliances were indeed
good for the ministers, by whom they were concluded, because .
of the presents they got on the occasion, but were seldom to the
advantage of their principals, seeing that but few treaties and
alliances were kept.)
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his army well together, and execute his resolve with
vigour and determination.

Thus spoke the dying King. He not only gave a
last expression to his opinions, but fully described the
state in which he left the affairs of the kingdom to his
successor.

That which he had predicted as the first probable
event, came to pass immediately after his death.
Even before the official notice of the King’s decease
had been published, one of the German ministers of
the King of England appeared at Berlin with cre-
dentials prepared in anticipation of the event. He
was not only authorized to propose a renewal of the
hereditary alliance between the two houses, which
took place at the beginning of every reign ; but also
to obtain an interview for the purpose of discussing
confidentially the state of public affairs, and to con-
cert measures to be taken in éommon accordingly.*

The Prince who now ascended the throne, had
shown in his younger days such an evident preference
for England, and had endured so much persecution
on that account, that George I1. was fully justified in
entertaining the hope of gaining him completely over
to his side. Moreover, he belonged by birth, both

* «Ueber die jetzige beschwerliche Situation der publiquen
Affairen, mithin liber die Gefahr, worin das gesammte Reich
dermalen befangen ist, vertraulich zu communiciren und sowohl
zu dem allgemeinen, als beiderseitiger Hiuser Besten zusam-
mengesetzte Consilia zu fassen.”—(* To communicate confiden-
tially touching the present difficult position of public affairs, as
well as concerning the danger which threatens the whole em-
pire’; and to take the best counsel for the general welfare, as well
as for that of both houses.)
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through his mother and grandmother, to the house of
Hanover. His mother, who was strongly attached to
her own family, and for whom Frederick cherished
the most devoted respect, might naturally be ex-
pected to exercise a certain .influence over her son
in favour of an alliance with England : ministers still
lived at Berlin, whom the public voice pronounced to
be Hanoverians at heart. Indeed, those whose counsel
Frederick asked in this matter, were of opinion that
it was not advisable to repel such friendly advances.
The young monarch, however, by no means shared
these views. One of the effects produced by those
stormy years of his youth was to render ineffectual,
if not altogether to dissolve, those strict bonds of rela-
tionship which preclude the possibility of independent
political action. Frederick had lately been cured of
his predilection for England. It was contrary to the
natural turn of his mifld and to the developement of
his thoughts, to look upon ties of blood as a motive
for political alliance.- Moreover, the haste with
which the offer was pressed was distasteful to him.
He refused the envoy, Miinchausen,® the special
audience which he requested, and saw him but
once in the presence of several other diplomatists.
When Miinchausen declared that the hereditary
treaty would still be binding, whether it were re-
newed or not, Frederick replied, that, if so, that must

* Frederick to Thulemeier, 5th July: croyant en effet, qu’il
ne faudra rien précipiter tant plus, que le mentionné traité étant
regardé comme perpetuel et obligatoire il suffira, jusqu’a ce, que
le tems nous éclaircira sur les vues et les veritables dispositions
des Frangais et des Anglais.
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suffice for the present: for that he could not possibly
enter into fresh alliances before the last honours had
been paid to his father’s memory. It must be con-
fessed that the urgency of the late King’s final admo-
nition gave especial weight to this argument as
applied against the proposed alliance. Miinchausen
complained that the zealous friendship of his court

- was not responded to, and returned home almost

offended.

If Frederick entertained any predilection on first -
coming to the throne, it certainly was for the French
rather than for the English alliance.

He determined to send Count von Truchsess-
Waldburg to the English, and Colonel Camas to the
French court, to announce his accession; but while
he empowered both these ministers to enter into more
particular negotiations, he made this difference be-
tween them: Colonel Camas was instructed to pro-
pose definite terms, while Count von Truchsess-
Walburg was only to collect information, and to
report what he heard. The French were greatly
mistaken when they thought that a preference was
shown to England in sending to that court a man
with an old feudal name. When this was made
known to him, Frederick replied, that in Prussia
everything depended upon military rank; and in
truth the advantage was given to France over Eng-
land. Camas had long been on the most intimate
terms with Frederick, who placed unlimited con-
fidence in his skill and integrity. In the instructions
drawn up for him, the King expressly said that
the mission confided to him was at that moment

Al

VOL. II. G
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the most important that he could entrust to any
one.*

The commission with which Frederick charged
Camas was perfectly in accordance with his father’s
advice, to extend the connexion which had been
prepared with France, provided that power would
consent to annul the oppressive conditions with which,
during the late negotiations, the succession to the
Duchy of Berg had been hampered. Frederick
calculated upon the effect which would be produced
upon France by the consideration of the advantage
she would derive from an alliance with Prussia,
more especially as the disagreements with Eng-
land increased, —and on the other hand, of the
danger which she would incur by the union of Prussia
with England. He remarked, that the pi'esent fa-
vourable circumstances would enable him to demand
Juliers likewise, but that he would be content with
Berg; he would pledge himself never to fortify
Diisseldorf, or to levy any fresh tolls on the Rhine,
but he must have unlimited possession of the whole
country. If France would guarantee to him these
terms, she might reckon upon his assistance.

In the same manner Thulemeier, who was then
dying, and Podewils, informed the French ambas-
sador in Berlin, that these conditions would not suffice
if France wished for a still closer union with Prussia.

* Je n’aurois pi choisir ni un plus honnéte ni un plus digne
homme pour Ia commission la plus importante qu’on a pfi don-
ner dans les conjonctures présentes. The secret instruction is
written with his own hand ; it contains the general direction:

Vous payerez paroles veloutdes de paroles veloutdes et les rea-
lités d’autres realités.
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“Formerly,” said they to the French ambassador,
““you took advantage of the views of the late King,
who you well knew would never go to war; but now
we have a young monarch who will use his troops,
and lead them into the field.”

If we put together these expressions, and at the
same time learn from an injunction of the King’s,
that he quotes the example of Gustavus Adolphus,
and seems inclined to act a similar part; further-
more, when we read in his letters, that he once
thought of studying politics under Cardinal Fleury,
and talked of making an expedition into France, in
.order to become personally acquainted with him, and
to profit by his conversation ;* we can easily believe
that Frederick might have been induced to make
common cause with France in all respects.

During the journey which he made to his western
provinces,—passing through the Franconian princi-
palities, in order to visit his sisters,—he was actually
seized with the fancy of visiting the French within
their own territories.

. Not far from the frontier he quitted his brother
Augustus William and Algarotti, who had accom-
panied him thus far, and who now went straight to
the Lower Rhine. Frederick himself, under the
name of Dufour, accompanied only by Wartensleben,
took the road to Strasburg. It seemed as if now

* To Camas, 11th Aug., que si mes affaires vont 14 bas selon
mes souhaits connus, je pourrais faire un petit tour en France,
pendant l’espace de 15 jours pour avoir ia satisfaction de con-
naitre personnellement le cardinal et pour profiter de ses entre-
tiens.

G2
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that he was his own master, he had determined to
indulge the fancy of his youth. He still felt an un-
controllable desire to see the French, to make himself
acquainted with their institutions and way of life, and
more especially with their troops.

Preconceived notions of a foreign country are,
however, apt to be fallacious. Frederick did not
meet with the politeness and hospitality which he
expected to find, together with many other good
qualities, in the better society of France.

His incognito was easily seen through.  He had
himself written out the passport which he wanted, in
the presence of the postmaster at Kehl,* and had
sealed it with the small royal signet which he carried
with him. He might have been treated with the
respect due to his real rank, and with a freedom of
intercourse suited to his assumed name. But all
those with whom he came in contact endeavoured
with intrusive curiosity to wring from him an ex-
press admission of his real rank. We may say of
Marshal Broglie, the governor of the fortress, that he
did the very reverse of that which he ought to have
done under the circumstances : he allowed his visitor
to wait some time in the ante-room, and then addressed
him as ‘your Majesty;” but instead of expressing
pleasure at thus unexpectedly receiving the King of
Prussia in his house, he entered into a narrative of his
own campaign in Italy and the successes of his own

* I have here made use of a paper which Manteuffel com-
posed out of the narratives of Frederick and his companions,
under the title of Anecdotes de Strasbourg. (Dresden Ar-
chives,)
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generalship. Then Madame de Broglie made her ap-
pearance, and received the King as a princess might
receive a common traveller. The Marshal himself
even seems to have called to mind his duty as a
governor, and to have seriously thought of subjecting
the King to some annoyance on account of the insuf-
ficiency of his passport.* The King hastened to quit
the frontiers of France, where he at least had not
found the social culture which he had expected.

Meanwhile the negotiations at Versailles, or rather
at Compiégne, where the French court was then stay-
ing, did not lead to the results which he had ex-
pected.

Cardinal Fleury, who had received with self-satis-
fied pleasure the flattering expressions contained
in the King’s letter,} and had met the first pro-
posals made by Camas, with only a few trifling
objections, which seemed easy enough to get over,
soon began to give less favourable answers. The
Cardinal possessed a singular talent for carrying out
some particular line of policy in his own way ; but his
faculty did not so much lie in taking account of any
new circumstances which might cross his path. He
expressed some astonishment at finding that the
young monarch was not better satisfied with con-
ditions which had contented his father. The official
men, who everywhere exercise considerable influence

* 1t is said in a later notice, in the despatches of Belleisle in
the Paris Archives: Mr de Broglio avoit marqué quelque dis-
position a le faire arréter, croyant que ce prince auroit dfi s’an-
noncer publiquement ou simplement se mfnir d’un passeport.

+ Camas: Il pesoit les mots et répétoit a voix basse les ex-
pressions qui le touchoient le plus.
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upon the general course of affairs, were strongly op-
posed to the terms offered by Prussia. They would
not hear a word as to circumstances having changed,
asserting that it was only with reference to future times
and to the present King that France had made those
concessions to the deceased monarch, and had, by so
doing, not a little offended its old allies, the Palatine
and Bavarian houses. If France went a step further,
she would entirely lose the confidence of the Catholic
princes.

But Camas and Chambrier, the regular ambas-
sador at the court of France, thought they could
discover another motive besides this regard for ancient
friendship, for the refusal of the French to grant the
terms demanded by Prussia, and one too not easily
got over. They thought that the French saw the
great advantage they would derive from Diisseldorf
and the banks of the Lower Rhine, as a means of
crossing the Rhine, in the event of any future war;
but in order to serve this purpose, it was clear that
it must be kept in the hands of one of the weaker
powers, and by no means suffered to fall into those of
a strong one.*

The negotiations were not, however, 1mmed1ately
broken off. The Cardinal held out a prospect of
some further concessions hereafter: he would endea-
vour, he said, even to the last drop of his blood, to
give the King of Prussia satisfaction ; but at the same

* Daus la vue de conserver pour la France sous le nom de
I’Electeur palatin ce passage sur le bas Rhin par ot il peut
aller (le roi) oi il voudra sans s ’embarrasser de Wesel (Camas,
26th July).
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time he repeated that he could not offend a Prince
who placed his whole confidence in France, and was
guaranteed by her. Camas was convinced that the
Cardinal meant nothing by all this, but merely to
amuse Prussia with vague promises.

This conduct on the part of France made a deep
impression upan Frederick, who at once understood
that the policy of the French court was naturally X
opposed to any increase of the Prussian power on
the Rhine, and that he accordingly had nothing to
hope from France in that quarter. '

A prouder part was reserved to him in the history
of the world than could have fallen to his lot by so
early and decisive an alliance with France.

He now endeavoured to withdraw from the French
alliance without disturbance and without offence, and
made serious advances to the English court.

Here Frederick was met by the most eager cor-
diality. Georgey I1I. warned him, “as a friend,
kinsman, and good neighbour,” to enter into no alli-
ance with the French court, which was too deeply
engaged with the Rhenish Electors to do anything
for him: and indeed under no circumstances could a
Protestant hope for any advantage from that quarter.
He spoke with a degree of warmth and emotion such
as the ambassador had never yet seen in him: and
expressed himself as favourably as possible with re-
spect to the Prussian claims upon Berg. Both the
German and English ministers designated the Eng-
lish court as that to which the increase of the power
of Prussia was least distasteful. These two countries
united, might bring about any allianee they could
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desire, and would have the determining voice in Eu-
ropean affairs.*

During his journey to the Rhine, Frederick II.
had avoided going to the Gohrde, where the King of
England would have been glad to arrange a meeting.
Neither could he be prevailed upon to pass through
Hanover on his return from Cleves; a fever which
attacked him on his way from Strasburg to Wesel,
afforded him a natural excuse; but his communica-
tions became more friendly than before.

He expressed the wish that some minister of
weight and trust should be sent to Prussia, to treat
with him as to the conclusion of a closer alliance.
But he insisted upon two conditions beforehand : first,
that England should guarantee him advantages com-
mensurate to his services; and secondly, that she
-should obtain other allies. He likewise reproached
the English ministers with following no- settled plan
in the conduct of their own affairs.

George I1. assured him that Denmark, Holland,
and the Emperor would side with England, and that
if Prussia joined them, other powers would follow her
example. He promised that in a.short time an
English ambassador, such as the King desired, should
proceed to Berlin. '

Moreover, Frederick, 1mmed1ately after his acces-
sion, entered into negotiations with Russia.

* Truchsess, 2nd July. Harrington says to him : qu’il n’étoit
pas raisonnable de croire, que l'agrandissement des dtats de
V.M. puisse causer de. la jalousie & I’Angleterre, que ces deux
puissances réuniés pourroient &tre siires de leur fait & 'égard

d’autres alliances qu'ils pourroient trouver convenables; qu’ils
joueroient sfirement alors le plus grand réle dans 1'Europe.
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Each government was reluctant to make the first
proposals to the other. At length both were struck
with the thought of reverting to the scheme of a treaty
which had been drawn up during the reign of Fre-
derick William, but never carried into effect, owing
to the excitement.

The greatest difficulty lay in the clalm made by
Prussia upon Juliers and Berg.

Frederick II. now wished, as his father had done
"before, to have the guarantee of Russia to this suc-
cession. The Russian ministers answered, that to
give this was beyond their power, seeing that the
matter concerned the German Empire, and they
were afraid of drawing upon themselves the displea-
sure of the Saxon court, or that of the Emperor, to
whom Russia had always refused a similar guarantee :
but they professed their readiness to declare that they
had never yet entered into any obligations unfavour-
able to Prussia, nor would they enter into any such.

This declaration satisfied the King. His con-
fidence in the Russian government was increased
by their refusal to enter into guarantees, which they
possibly would not be able to keep concerning lands
so distant and so completely belonging to the Ger-
man Empire ; but he had yet another wish.

Resolved, if necessary, to make good his claim

_upon Berg by force of arms, Frederick’s only fear
was, that in the event of a war eastern Prussia would
be attacked by Sweden, and perhaps by Poland, the
old allies of France; he required that Russia should
pledge herself to defend that province.*

* The first proposal was, that Russia should either guarantee
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Russia had an objection to urge against this scheme.
She was unwilling to name the powers against which
she was to defend the province of eastern Prussia;*
but at last she consented to give a promise by which
this objection was obviated. She pledged herself
in general terms to assist Prussia with a subsidiary
force of 12,000 men, and Prussia promised a like
number of troops in her turn.

The distance between the two countries, and the
slowness of communication, caused some delay in con-
cluding this treaty ; but all the terms were settled by
the month of October, 1740, just at the time when

Frederick II. withdrew from the French alliance and
entered into closer correspondence with England.
And as Russia had now closely allied herself with-
England,—chiefly in order to prevent Sweden from
attega"ptilng, with the aid of France, to seize the old
s-.gls'sﬂa?a—possessions of Livonia on the one side, and
Bremen and Verden on the other,—circumstances

him, or that, in the event of a march of troops, or a war about
this succession, she should bind herself to defend Prussia in the
rear against Saxon-Poland and Sweden ;—(81st July) the King
finally agreed to the latter: Resolution for Mardefeld in St.
Petersburg: Wesel, 7th Sept., “soll blos suchen zp erhalten,
dass sie im Fall eines Krieges Preussen den Riicken sicher halten
wollen.”—(You are only to endeavour to obtain that in the
event of a war she should protect Prussia in the rear.) He
moreover wished to take some light cavalry, e. g. Cossacks, into
his pay. .

* The Duke of Curland agreed to this on the 1st Oct.:
qu’er cas de guerre et quand aprés la mort de I’El" Palatin on
voudrait faire des diversions & V. M. dans ses états, la Russie lui
tiendre le dos libre contre tous ceux, qui voudroient 'attaquer,
mais principalement contre la Saxe, la Suede et la Pologne etc.
Ostermann wished to see the three names avoided.
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appeared favourable to the conclusion of a-grand
alliance with England rather than with France.*

The King likewise entered into negotiations with
Austria, and was met by a great show of cordiality.
The ambassador extraordinary, Count Miinchow, who
had been sent to Vienna to announce Frederick’s acces-
sion, had been received with the greatest distinction,
especially by the Empress, who saw in Frederick I1.
a member of the family of Brunswick, as well as by
the Duke of Lorraine, who had not forgotten his Srst
meeting with the Prussian monarch in Berlin, where
a friendship had been formed between them. Every
one praised the manner in which the young King
had commenced his reign.

There was one great political maxim on which both
courts seemed to be agreed. Frederick gave the Aus-
trian ministers credit for enough penetrationto perceive
that no alliance was more necessary tn the Emperor
than that of Prussia. He instructed his envoy to say
all that could be said on the advantages of a good
understanding between Austria and Prussia. The
imperial ministers confessed, that of all the means
that could be devised to restore the imperial court to
its pristine splendour, the most important of all was
the friendship and alliance of the King of Prussia.}

* The King, who was exceedingly averse to a Irench alli-
ance, writes thus to Podewils on 22nd Sept.: Je crois de mes
intéréts d’éviter avec soin une nouvelle alliance avec 14 France
qui en retireroit tous les fruits.

1 Frederick to Borcke, 12th July. Vous ne manquerez pas
de cultiver au dernier possible les bonnes intentions, ol ces deux
ministres (according to Borcke’s account, Bartenstein and Sin-
zendorf) se trouvent envers moi: la succession de Juliers et de-
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But when the current business came to be dis-
cussed, much misunderstanding arose between the two
powers.

The court of Vienna threw obstacles in the way of
the King -of Prussia, when he attempted to enlist
soldiers in the free imperial cities. Frederick insisted
upon his right as Elector, and demanded that the
orders given against the exercise of this privilege
should be rescinded. Besides this, Prussia had old
outstunding pecuniary claims against the Emperor
and against Holland, formerly paid by tolls on the
Meuse. Frederick complained that whenever he
urged his claim for payment, he was referred from
one power to the other; meanwhile the sum due to
him increased like a snowball. He now demanded in
explicit terms the settlement of this question.

But the real touchstone of the possibility of a
better understanding, was the great question of the
succession of Berg and Juliers, and this the King
lost no time in raising. He inquired what assistance
he might expect from the Emperor in the assertion
of his just rights. The answer he received was a
mere string of evasive and unmeaning formulas, and
Frederick was soon as fully convinced as his father
had once been, that he should never obtain anything
from Austria by gentle means. One reason for this
he beheld in the connexion between the Emperor.
and France, which latter power gave the tone in
this affair—the other, in old political jealousy. Fre-
derick was not a man likely to imagine that more

Bergue sera la pierre de touclie, oli je pourrai connaitre la sin-
cerité de leurs sentimens envers moi.
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would be done to exalt his house for his sake than
for that of his ancestors.*

On the other hand, it was not long before he
showed, on occasion of the disturbances at Heristal,
that he was quite capable of helping himself.

This was the first affair in which Frederick showed
what he was, and displayed the difference between
his views and actions, and those of his father. We
must be allowed to devote particular attention to this
point.

Heristal,—so renowned as the spot where Charle-
magne, as well as his ancestors and his successors
had ofttimes assembled that army which gave the law
to western Europe,—after having frequently changed
hands during the course of ages, at length, in the
eighteenth century, passed from the house of Orange
to that of Brandenburg, which nowhere encountered
greater difficulties than in making good its claim to
this succession.

This arose from the following cause: the immediate
holding from the Empire, claimed by the possessors
of this property, was not recognised, or at any rate
was greatly infringed by their neighbours, the Duke
of Brabant and the Bishop of Liege, who indeed had
once divided this district between them.

When Frederick William, in virtue of his compact
with the house of Orange, succeeded to this inhe-
ritance in the year 1732, his first endeavour was
to obtain possession of the administration of justice;

* 22nd Aug.: que la maison d’Autriche dut avoir changé de
principe—et qu’elle voulut plus facilement se préter a mon
agrandissement, qu’elle n’a fait a ’égard de mes ancétres.
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and he appointed justices who were to pay him a cer-
tain sum in recognition of his rights. But neither
the court of Liege nor of Brussels, nor yet the
inhabitants of Heristal themselves, chose to admit a
power which they looked upon as usurping and tyran-
nical. The courts of law, urged by the inhabitants
of Heristal, prosecuted the justices in their lives,
their bodies, their substance, and their blood,” until
the latter gave way, and ceased to pay the promised
recognition to their lawful master, the King of Prus-
sia. Hereupon the bishop exercised all the functions
of government; for instance, he remitted the fines
imposed by the Prussian high-bailiff (drost) for neglect
in repairing the high roads. He expressly declared that
this district was as completely subject to his jurisdie-
tion as any other part of his see. Some excesses com-
mitted by a Prussian recruiting-party brought all the
mining population of the coal district on the bishop’s
side, and in a short time no Prussian soldier dared
show himself in the country. The collectors of the
royal rents ceased to render any account to the war-
office, and to the office of royal domains at Cleves, to
which they had been referred. An advocate of Liege,
named Defawes, had far greater influence throughout
the district than all the officers of the lord of the
soil put together.*

* The Acta of Heristal in the Royal State Archives, compre-
hend 20 vols., and desetve to be carefully studied. The event is
so far interesting in that it represents the conflict between a lord
of the soil holding directly from the Empire, and the nobility of the
province, under very peculiar circumstances. The imperial court
recognised as such the jura eminentiora of the sovereign lord ;
these are, the control over the courts of law, and over the regalia
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With all his energy, Frederick William was totally
unable to put an end to these disorders, or to establish
his authority in the province. He much wished to
exchange this district for some other portion of the
territory of Liege, which lay nearer to his possessions
in Cleves; but in this he was opposed by the bishop
and by the provincial estates of Liege, who had greater
power on the spot than the King of Prussia. Con-
trary as it was to his fandamental maxims, he at last
felt inclined to offer this territory for sale. But even
in this case the Estates insisted upon a condition to
which he could not possibly agree. Instead of paying
him the purchase money which he had consented to
take, a sum of 100,000 pattacons, or 18,7501 ; they
wanted to fund it, and only to pay him the interest,
on the plea that there were other claimants who might
hereafter make good their claims to the succession.
This was, in fact, an insinuation that the right of Prus-
sia to this property—a right which had been settled
by treaties after so much labour and trouble,—was
essentially defective. The King refused these terms
with indignation, but it is evident that the negotiation
and the projected sale of his rights, could not tend to
increase his consideration. It is true he was told that

in minerals and -ights of water. But Liege claimed the appel-
lationes in civilibus, the control of the police and the revenue
from taxation, but more especially the sovereignty : the Emperor,
as Duke of Brabant, guaranteed these to the Bishop of Liege.
According to the expressions of his minister at the diet of Nov.,
1737, the Bishop of Liege recognised the weight of the Prussian .
claims, but demanded of the Emperor the promised eviction.—
The authority of the Emperor as such appears to have been
limited and restrained by his quality of Duke of Brabant,
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he might make his rebellious subjects feel the effects
of his power in this matter; that a few hundred men
would suffice to bring them to their senses, and that
it would be easy to force' the Bishop of Liege to a
compromise by reprisals in the countships of Hoorn
and.Lootz. But Frederick William and his ministers
could not be induced to follow this advice ; he dreaded
the opposition he should have to encounter from the
warlike provincial militia, and still more the annoy-
ances which a breach of the public peace might entail
upon him at the imperial court.

Thus then everything relating to this question was
in the utmost disorder and confusion when Frederick
I1. ascended the throne. Of all the affairs laid before
him for decision, it was, in fact, the first requiring
immediate and decisive settlement.

Thulemeier, one of his father’s oldest ministers, ad-
vised Frederick to submit to what was inevitable, to
receive the province in fief from the courts of Brussels
and Liege, to confirm the privileges of the subjects,
and to recal the high bailiff, of whose conduct they
complained.

But this was opposed by the oﬂicers who had been -
employed in the disburbed district—by von Kreyzen,
the high bailiff, and the privy councillor Rambonnet.
They brought precedents to prove that former lords
of the soil had never tolerated such invasions of their
rights as those which had now taken place. They
declared that the right of holding in fief immediately
from the Empire was made perfectly clear by the do-
cuments in which it was vindicated ; and, moreover,
that a King of Prussia could not, under any circum-
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stances, submit to resign rights which had been
asserted by a Prince of Orange.

Frederick said that he would try gentle means first.

If these failed, he should know how to do himself
justice.* He could not endure the mixture of inter-
minable legal proceedings, with the varying questions
" of political expediency, nor the total absence of
justice which arose from this state of things, and for
which there was no remedy. He was determined to
take no heed of the Emperor, who as Duke of Bra-
bant had interests hostile to his own in this matter.
The Emperor, he said, might once have been for-
midable ; but he was now humbled by France, and was
a mere phantom—a powerless idol. ‘

But the impossibility of obtaining anything in
Heristal or Liege by fair means, soon became appa-
rent. The inhabitants refused to take the oath of

allegiance, unless the King first received the province

in fief from the two feudal courts, thus abandoning
his right of immediate holding from the Empire.
They even demanded that the privileges of the pro-
vince should be secured by the alleged feudal lords
against their lawful sovereign.

The King did not take this so much amiss in his
misguided subjects, as in the bishop who led them as
he chose.

® In the manifesto drawn up at Wesel by the King himself,
but the terms of which were softened down in the copy made by
the Secretary of State, he says: n’ayant donc aucun autre
moyen d’avoir justice, qu’en se la faisant soi meme, et le roi
étant assez grand prince pour pouvoir se Padministrer, il fera
sentir au prince de Lidge tout le tort qu’il a eu d’abuser si in-
diguement de sa moderation.

VOL. IL. H
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The bishopric of Liege was at that time held by
Louis, a younger son of the house of Berghe. In
former days at Brussels, he had filled a very humble
station ; but since he had attained to the high dignity
of Bishop of Liege and Prince of the Holy Roman
Enmnpire, he had displayed so much the more pride. He
delighted in making his neighbours of ancient princely
- descent feel the importance and power of a Bishop
of Liege, by raising the tolls on the Meuse, and the
import duties: for example, those on iron from Lux-
emburg, and the like. He is reported to have said,
that he would take care to proteet ‘¢ his subjects” in
Heristal against any aggression on the part of Prussia.
According to Frederick, the Bishop had not only
purposely fomented the rebellion, but had wrongfully
imprisoned Prussian officers, refused to give audience
to a royal ambassador, and, in short, insulted
the Prussian name.®* It was not, said he, so much a
question of law between them, as a personal quarrel
to be settled, prince against prince.

On the 7th of September, 1740, the Prussian privy
conncillor Rambonnet appeared in Liege to ask the
Prince-bishop, whether it was his intention to persist
in the claims to thé sovereignty of Heristal which
he had hitherto asserted, without a shadow of right,
and whether he designed to assist the Kings re-
bellious subjects in that province: Rambonnet re-
quired a categorical answer within two days. The

* The minister claimed the lex talionis: “on sereit bjen a
plaindre, si on devait se laisser insulter impunement par chaque
voisin sans oser réprimer la violence par la violence.” (80th
Sept.)
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Prince-bishop answered, that in so short a space of
time he could not even summon his council ; more-
over, that as a prince of the Empire he was not used
to be treated in this manner.

Herenpon the King no longer hesitated to take the
step which his father had never been able to resolve
upon. He at once ordered Major-general Bork to
advance into the territory of Hoorn, subject to the
see of Liege, with twelve companies of grenadiers, a
squadron of dragoons, and the necessary complement
of artillery. Frederick disdained—as some had ad-
vised him—to seize a certain number of the magnates
of the land as hostages for the conduct of the rebels:
he was simply determined to make the Prince-bishop
feel that he had to deal with a powerful monarch. In
the manifesto which he then published, he declared
that no other means were lef to him of regaining his
just rights: as a mighty Prince of the Empire and a
King, he could not allow himself to be insulted with
impunity. -When his troops took possession of Ma-
seyk, they levied a contribution of 20,000 thalers, or
3000.., on the estates of the Prince-bishop, and de-
manded to be supplied with rations and quarters.
The general fixed a term of eight and forty hours for
the answer to this demand, especially as to the latter

The city of Liege was thrown into the greatest
commotion when Baron Horion, the Land-drost or
governor of the territory of Hoorn, arrived bearing
this intelligence. Within an hour estafettes galloped
off in all directions: the provincial diets were imme-
diately summoned, and sat by night to discuss the

H 2



100 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG. [BOOK IV.

situation of affairs. It was at first proposed to call
out the provincial militia, and to oppose force by
force. But the assembly reflected how dangerous
it would be to place arms in the hands of a people
8o turbulent, and so disaffected to the government
of the Prince-bishop of Liege. They therefore
thought it better to undertake the maintenance of the
Prussian troops as demanded, and to endeavour to
effect a speedy compromise with the powerful mo-
narch.* S ‘

By the 31st of October several delegates from
Liege had reached Berlin, to renew the former nego-
tiation touching the sale ‘of the territory in question.

The King said that he had no intention of making
use of his power for any purpose beyond the vindica-
tion of his just rights: that as soon as the honour of
Prussia had been vindicated, he was perfectly ready
to make peace ;—the purchase in question was then
concluded without further difficulty.

Liege agreed to pay 200,000 thalers, or 30,0001.,
for the territory of Heristal, a sum somewhat larger
than had formerly been fixed. From this was, however,
deducted the sum of 20,000 thalers, or 3000/, which
had already been paid in the shape of a contribution.
Sundry old outstanding claims of Prussia against the
bishopric of Liege, which were reckoned to amount -
to 80,000 thalers, or 12,000/, were likewise included
in this payment.

® Report to the King: Crainte des consequences, entre autres
pour le gouvernement Liégeois de la part des sujets mémes cette
opinion pour une guerre a d ceder & I’opinion pour une guerre
de plume,
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The delegates of the Prince-bishop were not dis-
satisfied with this arrangement. One of them, Baron
Horion, said to the French ambassador, that sooner
or later the purchase must have taken place. They
_expressed their joy that the matter was thus brought
to a conclusion. :

No little satisfaction was felt at Berlin that Prussia
had at length shown that she would not tamely
submit to injury, and had given a convincing proof
of firmness and decision.

- Meanwhile, the imperial privy-councillor had re-

ceived the complaint, which had in the very beginning
been urged by the Prince-bishop of Liege against
‘the breach of the public peace on the part of Prussia ;
the manifesto which the King had drawn up with his
own hand, was denounced in an imperial decree as
proceeding from ¢ hot-headed, ignorant, and self-
seeking counsellors:” and the affair had been brought
before the imperial diet. But now that Liege had
concluded a peace, this proceeding on the part of the
imperial privy-councillor could have no other effect
than to irritate the King of Prussia.*

Frederick had imagined that the imperial court
would not be displeased at seeing the Prince-bishop
of Liege, who was troublesome to the Emperor
as well, receive a check. He was astonished to
find the matter regarded in so serious a light, and he
hinted to the Austrian ambassador that this occurrence

* Podewils, 25th Oct. La mauvaise intention de malveil-
lants est allée principalement a inspirer de la defiance a tous les
états de 1’empire contre V Mé et les desseins secrets, qu’on lui
attribue.
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showed him what he might expect from the friendship
of the court of Vienna in any more important affair.

Accordingly he determined, whenever the succes-
sion to the duchy of Berg should fall in, to obtain
justice for himself in a similar manner, without refer-
ence to the courts of Vienna or Paris. In October
he caused entrenchments to be thrown up at Biirich,
within which a certain number of regiments of foot
and some squadrons of horse would be able to main-
tain themselves for some time, and to await the arrival
of the whole army.

But at this very moment an event occurred which
opened a new field, and gave a new direction to his
energy and talents. It was not the Palatine, but the
Austrian succession which now became vacant.



CH. Iv.} DEATH OF CHARLES VI. 103

CHAPTER 1V.

ORIGIN OF THE ATTACK UPON SILESIA.

- On the 1st of October, 1740, Charles V1. completed

his fifty-sixth year, apparently in perfect health.
To celebrate the Emperor’s birthday,- a little opera
was sung, in which the young Archduchess Maria
Theresa bore a part, and was much admired. No
one then thought in how short a time she would have
to appear in a very different character, and to display
far different talents.

The Emperor’s vital powers were, however, broken ;
his mind was even more impaired than his body. He
had never complained aloud of the misfortunes which
had visited him during the latter years of his reign,
but they had shaken him to the core; all the more
deeply, because they had been brought upen him
by enterprises which were entirely his own work.*
The schemes of reform proposed by his ministers
came too late, and threatened him with fresh fatigue
and embarrassment; he was overpowered by weari-
ness and disgust, and felt that he could effect nothing
more. A slight illness which attacked him during
hunting, apparently without cause, ended in death

* Borcke: il avait avalé tous les chagrins de ses derniéres an-
nées, sans jamais s’en plaindre,—mais ils lui avaient rongé le
caeur.
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within a few days. Charles VI. died early in the
morning of the 20th of October, 1740.

He was the last male descendant of that German
princely house which had raised itself above all the
rest to the highest power in the world, and which
produced many energetic and ambitious, some thought-
ful and proud, and some refined and noble natures.
These characteristics appeared most strongly marked
in the two emperors who stood on the confines of
the middle ages and of modern times—in Maxi-
milian and Charles V. The former, untiring in enter-
prise, chivalrous, and mysterious in his proceedings,
prepared the way for his successor, who, by the
union of {taly and Spain with Germany, and of an-
other continent with Spain, carried out his grand-
father's plans to an extent which the latter had
never even conceived possible, although not nearly
s0 far as he himself desired. Round these two figures
all the earlier and later princes may be grouped, ac-
cording to their several natures and ideas: a common
vein runs through all great races. The likeness of their
members to each other, altogether different from that
which prevails among contemporaries, forms a remark-
able chapter in history. For five centuries these
Habsburgers acquired, conquered, and maintained
these possessions ; set the world in motion by means of
a peculiar combination of power and of religion, which
they formed out of the imperial dignity during the
epoch of the religious wars; their stubborn tenacity,
varied by slight occasional yielding, their voluntary
endurance and violent subversions, had enabled them to
exercise decisive influence. But now that these times



CH. IV.] THE HOUSE OF HABSBURG. 105

were at an end, and that totally different tendencies
had begun to govern the world, the epoch of the
house of Habsburg was over. The last male de-
scendant of both lines was gathered to his fathers.

Once before, during the reign of the Emperor
Charles V., the German princes had contemplated
the possibility of this great succession falling vacant.
Their choice had raised the Archducal house of
Austria to the imperial dignity. At the discussion
as to whether this dignity should be made heredltary
in that family—in the Spanish as well as in the
German branch—the expectation was cherished and
expressed, that in the event of the extinction of the
male line, all the territories held by the house of
Austria, including Spain and the Indies, would be
united with the Empire, which still bore the name
Roman, and would be given in fief to the German
princes and electors.*

The old German princes and their counsellors at
times conceived the most daring projects. Most of
the other European thrones had fallen to the share
of German princely houses, and they expected the

® Ina paper called giitliche Mittel von 1546—(pacific measures
of 1546) : das so sich der Fall zutriige, das das Haus Qestreich
an mannlich Leibeserben gar absterb, das alsdann alle ihre Ku-
nigreich und Furstentumb auch dem hayligen Remischen Reych
und Keyserthumb heimfallen—und den teutschen Churfiirsten
und Firsten verlichen werden sollt.— (Should the event occur
that the male heirs of the house of Austria become extinct, all
their kingdoms and principalities should fall to the Holy Roman
Empire—and be given in fief to the German electors and
princes.) Compare Geschichte im Zeitalter der Reformation,
vol. VL p. 396.
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same thing to happen with regard to Spain, the two
Sicilies, and South America ; meanwhile the eonfede-
rative power of the Empire, which arose out of the
intimate cormexion between the most powerful families
and their supreme head, and with which perfect free-
dom of individual developement was quite consistent,
would gain an enormous accession of strength.

But the course pursued by the Council of Trent,
under the guidance of Philip IL, put an end to
these projects, even in Germany. The Spanish line

was induced, by the position it held in Europe, to en-
" ter into family alliances with Portugal, Savoy, its
cowsing of the German branch, but more especially
with France. Affairs in the end took a totally dif-
ferent turn. Spain and the Indies fell to the share
of the Bourbens, who then conceived the idea of
getting poasession, either by war or marriage, of the
Italian provinces ; the kingdom of the Two Sicilies,
at any rate, fell under their sway.

Now, however, the German line was likewise
extinet. The event, 80 long foreseen and expected,
upon which the palities of Europe had of late turned,
now took place.

The German branch of the house of Austria had
formed alliances from time to time with some of the
princely houses of Germany. We have already
alluded to the plans to which the marriages of the
daoghters of the elder brother of the Emperor
Joseph I. into the houses of Bavaria and Saxony,
had given rise in Europe. Negotiations had for some
time been going on, especially on the part of France,
as to the scheme of setting up their rights of succes-
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sion against those of Maria Theresa. A project was
entertained of satisfying her claims by part of Italy,
and of dividing Hungary, Bohemia, and the Ger-
man territories between Baxony and Bavaria.

Moreover, the house of Bavaria had an old here-
ditary claim to campensation for important services
rendered in former times.

During the religious wars of the sixteenth century -
it appeared likely at one moment that the Protestants
would have a majority of voices in the electoral col-

lege; and the position of the Emperor Charles V.,
~ and of the house of Austria generally, was seri-
ously threatened. In this peril, out of which arose
the Smalcaldic war, it was of the greatest advan-
tage ta the Archducal house of Austria to gain
aver Bavaria to its side. The war would have had
a very different termination had not the house of
Austria succeeded in this attempt so quickly and
secretly as it actually did.

As a reward for this serviee, the suceession to the
hereditary dominions of the howse of Austria—
namely, Bohemia and its dependencies, together with
Hungary—was made over to the house of Bavaria,
in the event of a failure of male heirs in the Austrian
family. The renunciation signed by the Archduchess
Anne on her marriage into the Bavarian family, was
to be cancelled, if the heirs male of her father and
her unele died leaving no sons.* It is another ques-

* Treaty of the 19th June, 1546, founded on a previous
treaty of the 22nd April, 1535, by which the right of primo- -
geniture was established in Bavaria. Compare Stempf, Baierns
politische Geschichte, 146.
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tion whether the claims of all subsequent female
heirs were thereby excluded. The will of the
Emperor Ferdinand I. who signed the agreement,
does not refer in nearly such express terms to
the failure of heirs male, and the court of Munich
was wrong in giving it that interpretation. For-
tunately, however, the historian is not bound to
determine doubtful points of law ; the assumptlon of
a right to decide in such cases would only interfere
with his impartiality. It is enough for him, if he
perceives that some foundation exists for the claim
advanced, and that he who raises it is convinced of the
justice of his own cause; and this was, undoubtedly,

‘the case with Charles Albert, Elector of Bavaria.

During the last, few months which preceded the Em-
peror’s death, Charles Albert earnestly reminded
him of the claims he had upon the succession. He
expressed his opinion that Ferdinand I., who must be
considered as the first founder, had substituted the
heirs of his daughter Anne, in the event of the failure
of his own heirs male, and he demanded to see
the testament which contained this substitution ; he
asserted that Charles V1. had no right to dispose of
a succession which had been burthened for two hun-
dred years with a settlement, and denied the legahty
of the Pragmatic Sanction.

We have seen how this family statute originated,
and how it was recognised in the different districts,
and subsequently by the European powers; not in-
deed because Maria Theresa’s claim was generally
* ooked upon as the most just, but from political

« motives, arising either out of the negotiations which
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had taken place, or from the conviction that'a monarchy
like that of Austria was essential to the preservation
of the balance of power in Europe.

Spite of all that had been corcluded, there were
many who still believed that the question was not
definitively settled. It was remarked with astonish-
ment, that in the last treaties the claims of Bavaria
were not expressly mentioned. No one believed that
Charles Albert would have brought his claim so pro-}
minently forward, were he not assured of assistance
from France ; and, in fact, the chief reason for main"-l
taining the Austrian monarchy in its integrity was,
that it should continue to exercise its old calling as the
steady opponent to French domination. France could
have no stronger interest than to get rid of such a
rival. The conviction was naturally very general
that an European war would be the consequence.
The Venetian ambassador Niccolo Erizzo ends his
report of the negotiations for the settlement of the
succession with the remark, that it was but too cer-
tain that, spite of all the measures which had been
taken, a grievous tragedy would be played after the
Emperor’s death.* Another said that the rise of the
house of Austria had cost much blood to Christen-
dom ; its fall might eost still more.

It often happens that interested parties judge
events most correctly at the moment in which a vague
perception of the general posture of affairs first
presents itself to the mind ; thus, immediately after

* In qualunque maniera succedendo la morte dell’ impera-

tore senza maschi pud pur, troppo tenersi con fondamento che
grande sara la tragedia che si aprira in tal caso.
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the Emperor’s death, the Austrian ministers were
deeply impressed with the conviction that they were
about to encounter a violent and formidable aggres-
sion. They saw in their mind’s eye, says the Eng-
lish ambassador, Hungary attacked by the Turks,
Austria by the Bavarians, Bohemia by the Saxons,
the Hungarians up in arms, and France at the
bottom of all.

There can be no doubt that Charles Albert had
friends and adherents -in Austria. The higher no-
bility wished to satisfy his claims, either by a mar-
riage between his son and the younger Archduchess,
or perhaps by a cession of territory; but the com-
mon people, who, owing to the high price of provisions
and the oppressions they suffered from the game-
laws, were in a state of violent excitement, wished
for the Elector of Bavaria to put an end to the present
government altogether, and to found a new dynasty.

The Elector assumed the air of one who had an
undoubted right to the inheritance. He caused
funeral obsequies to be performed for the deceased
Emperor, asto “a brother in the Empire;” and
desired the Lord Marshal of Lower Austria to
suffer no act of allegiance to be performed that
should run counter to the rights of the Bavarian
house.

But the daughter of the Emperor was threatened
by another danger which had not been considered.
This-did not arise out of any claim to the inherit-
ance of the house of Austria, but was, nevertheless,
destined to prove the most pressing of all. It
arose from the estrangement, almost amounting to
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hostility, that had subsisted for several years between
the courts of Vienna and of Berlin.

No one will maintain that one power is bound to
abide by a treaty which the other contracting party
has infringed, no matter from what cause.

Frederick William of Prussia had acknowledged the
Pragmatic Sanction, and had done more than any other
prince towards effecting it recognition. But he had
not done this without exacting advantageous terms for
himself in return, and, as we know, had secured the
promise of the duchy of Berg and its provisional
possession, guaranteed according to the forms of the
Empire : the moderation of his demands, when com-
pared with the weight of the engagements he took
upon himself, seemed to him to ensure their fulfilment.
No one in Vienna could doubt the effect that would
be produced if he were not satisfied. At the very
beginning of the negotiation, in October, 1726, Gene-
ral Seckendorf warned his court that if it succeeded
in its object, but subsequently neglected to fulfil its
engagements with Prussia in regard to Berg, the pre-
sent friendship would be turned into deadly hate.
This very thing now happened. It were needless to
enumerate the motives which urged the court of
Vienna to this step ; for no one forfeits his word with-

out a cause. It is sufficient that Austria considered
the treaty as no longer binding, and proceeded to be-
stow the provisional possession of the duchy of Berg
in a manner different from that which she had pro:
mised. The consequences predicted by Seckendorf
immediately followed. In the whole correspondence
between Frederick William and his son, there is but
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one letter containing any allusion to politics, and this
refers to the subject of Berg. The King says, that
he now sees how the house of Austria rewards ser-
vices already rendered: there was no use in sacri-
ficing himself for Austria:  As long as they want
us, so long do they flatter us; but when they think
that they have no further need of us, they know
no gratituade.” He exhorts his son to take better
care of himself under similar circumstances. Fre-
‘derick was all the more deeply impressed by this
+ confirmation of the distrust he had always felt to-
'wards Austria, as it came from his father, whose con-
victions had hitherto been so opposed to his own.
There was no question of hatred or personal ven-
" geance, but both father and son were by nature in the
highest degree ambitious, and unwilling to subject
themselves to neglect and scorn. -As the former
friendship was at an end, there was now, at any
rate, nothing to hinder the revival of the claims which
Brandenburg had of old against Austria. These
claims were far more important than those upon the
duchy of Berg, and concerned no small portion of
Silesia. :

Although we already have a general knowledge of
these claims, we must at this point give some further
account of them.

. An important part had once been played in Silesia
by a Margrave of Brandenburg of the electoral
fline, who after some hesitation had been formally
recognised as Duke of Jagerndorf by the kings of
Bohemia of the Habsburg race, and had taken his
place and voted at the Silesian assembly of princes.
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In the year 1611, the Margrave, as one of the four
princes of the land, received the oath from King
Matthias, to whom he in turn swore allegiance at
the royal castle of Breslau. As, during the dis-
turbances which subsequently broke out, the Mar-
grave took part with Frederick, Elector Palatine,
who had been called to the throne of Bohemia by the
estates, he was involved in that Prince’s misfortunes.
But the whole electoral branch of the house of Bran-
denburg did not on. that account forfeit its right to
a succession which, as we have seen, it had already
inherited; and although it was deprived of these
possessions during the subsequent wars, Austria, in
the year 1636, and many times since, acknowledged
that she owed compensation to the house of Bran-
denburg for territories, which meanwhile had been
bestowed on others, from whom they could not be
taken away. But Brandenburg was not disposed to .
remit its claims for money. It had lost territory -
and subjects, besides a legitimate influence over a’
neighbouring province ; losses which no payment ir
money could compensate : its authority and position
in the world were likewise diminished.
~ The power of the house of Brandenbnrg would in-
deed have been prodigiously increased, if, on the ex-
tinetion of the family of Piast, it had inherited the
duchies of Liegnitz, Brieg, and Wohlau, according to
the treaty of succession between the houses of Branden-.
burg and Piast. The Jagellonian Kings and Dukes
| had conceded to these Princes the express privilege of
! disposing by will and upon their death-bed, as they
and their heirs should see fit, of their towns, lands,
VOL, II I
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and subjects, together with all their revenues, over
which certain ancient rights gave them absolute con-
trol during their lifetime. The treaty in question

" had been made on the strength of this privilege,

which had been confirmed and rendered valid by seal
and sign manual, long before the house of Austria
obtained possession of the Bohemian throne, and of
the supreme dukedom of Silesia. This treaty King
Ferdinand refused to recognise.

The real question was, whether this monarch had
a right to refuse his sanction in this matter or pot.
His position must not be judged according to the
practice of later times, or the ordinary precedents of
German duchies ; but with reference to the relations
subsisting between the possessors pf Silesia, belonging
to_the old family of Piast, and the Duke, whom they
had chosen as their head.

As we have before observed, the historian is not
called upon to set himself up as a judge in disputed.
points of law. But no one can deny that the house_
of Brandenburg acted in good faith, and had a well-
founded claim.

Moreover, it was not by legal decisions, but by
events influencing the fate of Europe—by great
battles, that the cause of Brandenburg had been lost.
In consequence of the battle of Miihlberg, the Dukes
of Liegnitz had been forced to renounce the treaty of
succession with Brandenburg: the battle of the
Weisser Berg (white mountain) enabled the Em-
peror to confiscate Jagerndorf.

Brandenburg had not, however, definitively sub-
mitted to this decision by the force of arms.
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We have already described the compromise into
which, during a great political crisis, the Elector Fre-
derick William entered, against the advice of his
ministers, who desired better terms. We likewise
know that the acceptance of the compromise by Aus-
tria was a mere feint, and that the compensation then
granted was afterwards withdrawn, whereby all the
old claims of Prussia were revived, and the whole
question was again left open.

Since then, though the subject was seldom men-
tioned, it was never forgotten by Prussia. .

In the year 1713, immediately after the accession
of Frederick William I., Cardinal Schonborn went
to Berlin to treat concerning the contingent to be
furnished by Prussia. The Cardinal gave the King to
understand, that if he would send more troops than he

was bound to furnish, the imperial court was prepared
~ to grant a reasonable compensation. Hereupon Ilgen
asked whether it was to consist in territory. = At court
every one was fully persuaded that he meditated the
recovery of Schwiebus at least, and the ambassadors
sought to inform themselves on these questions.®

We likewise learn from a letter written by Prince -
Eugene, in the year 1719, that the court of Vienna,—
whether informed by letter or by word of mouth,—
took for granted, that in the event of the extinction
of the male branch of the Austrian family, Prussia
intended to renew her old claims.

* L’histoire secréte dit, que celui-ci (Ilgen) doit avoir insinué
au rol de Prusse, qu’il falloit tAcher a cette occasion rattraper
le pais Schwiebus que Mr. Dankelmann selon Mr. Ilgen avoit
aliéné par des vues particulitres. (Lettre de Manteuffel, 19 Avril

1718, in the Dresden archives.)
. 12
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At all events, Ilgen let slip no opportunity of re-
calling them to the mind of Frederick William I.
At times, when the two courts were on bad terms,
and when all the old grievances of Prussia were reca-
pitulated, he would enter into a detailed and angry

v discussion on the matter. Or again, he would men-

tion it incidentally, while standing with the King

over the fire discoursing of the future prospects of the

house of Brandenburg. Ilgen mentions a conversa-

tion of this kind in a memorial of the year 1725.
But neither the minister nor the King ever thought

of attempting to wrest Silesia from the house of
Austria by force; this they looked upon as impos-

sible. It appeared to them more easy and expedient

to induce Austria to recognise their claims to com-

pensation, by rendering services to her, whenever

the contest with regard to the Austrian succession

might break out.

Recent experience, however, had taught Prussia
that nothing was to be obtained from Austria by fair
means or by treaties, even in a matter of no import-
ance whatever to its own individual power ; still less
then could it be hoped in a case which involved very
considerable loss.

Strangely enough, Frederick was again reminded
of his claims upon Silesia in another way. Shortly
before the Emperor’s death, an Austrian agent ap-
plied to Frederick for a loan, offering the part of
Silesia nearest to Prussia as security. The ministers
mentioned on this occasion, that this was the identical
district out of which Frederick’s ancestors had for-
merly been driven.
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The House of Brandenburg continued to enter-
tain a strong conviction that a great portion of Silesia
rightfully belonged to it. This had become an axiom
with the statesmen who served these princes, the truth
of which they never for a moment doubted.

An angry recollection of recent disputes was mixed
in Frederick’s mind with a vague, but strong sense
of the ancient rights which had been snatched from
his house, and with the conviction that it was only by
the recovery of these rights that he could become a
truly powerful King. And when the death, which
had given rise to so many discussions beforehand,
really occurred, and altered all the political relations
of the Empire and even of Europe, Frederick was
young, eager for action, ambitious of a great name,
and at the head of an almost irresistible army. On
the 28th of October, the news of the Emperor’s death
reached Rheinsberg. It is said that Frederick turned
pale when he heard it; he felt that this was the call
of destiny.

On all other accounts, especlally as every thing
connected with Berg remained as before, Frederick .
really wished for peace. He had projected the re--
visal of his Antl-Machlave] during the long quiet
winter evenings; he likewise intended to establish a
good French theatre for the performance of tra-
gedy and comedy, and wished, by the addition of a
few more eminent men, to increase the society
which surrounded him, and which had been joined
by Maupertuis during the journey to Cleves. Fre-
derick’s personal inclinations are expressed in a
letter to Gresset, inviting him to Prussia, and
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telling him that there, too, were quiet country dwell-
ings, and men who felt the value of a tranquil and
studious life—perhaps the only happy one in the
world.* It seems like the irony of fate that Frede-

“* rick should have thus discoursed in glowing terms

on the pleasures of a peaceful retreat, far removed
from the pomp of courts and the bustle of cities;
where men’s minds were solely occupied with the
desire of giving and receiving pleasure, and where no
ambitious desires could enter;—and that he should
immediately afterwards conceive a project fraught
with boundless ambition, and destined to fill his whole
life with storms and agitation.

Many believed that on the extinction of the Habs-
burg race, he would attempt to win the imperial
dignity for the house of Brandenburg. On receiving
the news of the Emperor’s death, Prince Leopold of
Dessau wrote without circumlocution to Frederick,
that ¢ from his whole heart he wished him this
elevation, inasmuch as there was no one in Europe
who deserved the honour more, or who was better
able to support it.” This scheme was talked of here
and there, even in Berlin. Jn reply to one of the
King’s sisters, who represented that the Protestant
belief was a complete barrier to any such project,
Manteuffel said that this was no objection; that
there was no law of the Empire excluding Protestants
from the imperial throne. No one can tell whether
such a plan could have been attempted and achieved,

¢ Et I'on connait, malgré I'embarras des affaires, tout le prix
d’une vie tranquille et appliqué peutétre la seule heureuse en ce
monde. Remusberg, 24th Oct. (Still unprinted.)
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and with what results. Frederick’s answer to Prince
Leopold of Dessau contained a few words of thanks for
his devotion to him, without any allusion to the subject
of his letter. 'With his views and feelings Frederick
never could have been Emperor of Germany as then
constituted. In the actual state of affairs he only saw a
great opportunity for enforcing the claims and rights of
his house, and of enlarging and completing his kingdom.

This was what he was called upon to fulfil in the | :
world, and he fully understood his mission. No !l!
sooner had he received the news of the Emperor's
death, than Frederick formed the firm resolution of
seizing upon Silesia. This was a far different ob-
ject of ambition from the possession of Berg, which,
even if acquired undiminished, would not have
materially increased his power. We are not aware
that he hesitated one moment in the adoption of his
plan, or that he took counsel of any one.

But the measures to be taken for the attainment of
his ends had to be well considered. For this purpose
Frederick summoned to Rheinsberg his two most
confidential servants in peace and in war, the minister
Podewils and Field-Marshal Schwerin, both men of
tried ability, and whose views were most nearly in
accordance with his own.

By the 29th October, after hearing the King’s
confidential statement, they laid before Frederick an
opinion on the case, which they had jointly drawn up.*

* This exists in Podewils’ handwriting. The docquet runs
thus: Dressé et conclité avec son Exc® le Feld-marechal G,
Comte de Schwerin a Rheinsberg le 29 Octobre 1740, par
ordre du roi.



120 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG. [ BOOK IV.

They had no doubt that Europe would be convulsed
in consequence of the Austrian succession; and it
appeared to them that two different, or rather, oppo-
site courses were open to Prussia, one of which must
of necessity be followed. The King might either
_join in the attack upon Austria, or, better still, he
,mlght undertake her defence. Strange as it may
' appear to this generation, they were perfectly serious”
"in their second proposal.

Their idea was, that the court of Vienna, seeing
itself threatened with complete destruction, would
‘eagerly seize the opportunity of making a compro-
mise with Prussia, as the only means of saving itself.
The King might propose to do four things—I. To
defend the Austrian hereditary dominions, especially
the German possessions and the Low Countries,
against all and any aggressors. II. To assist the
Duke of Lorraine in gaining the imperial throne.
II1. To resign the Prussian claims—considerable as
they were—upon Juliersand Berg. IV. Toadvance
a subsidy of some millions—1In return for all this he
might demand the cession of Silesia as a certain
pledge of the gratitude of Austria, and as the price of
the assistance afforded and the danger incurred.* This_
was the old line of policy—to obtain the recognition
of his claims by offers of assistance. The young
King doubted from the first that the court of Vienna
would accede to the scheme; but his two advisers
thought it possible, and even likely. The court of

* Gage assurée de sa reconnoissance et un équivalent propor-
tionné des peines des depenses et du hazard dont elle veut bien
se charger.
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Vienna, they said, must be made fully to understand
that the maintenance of its power and supremacy
depended upon yielding this point; and it must be
convinced that Prussia would combine with the mari-
time powers and with Russia to reorganise the old
system, and to draw the Empire into it. They
already began to discuss the means of appeasing
the enmity of the Swedes, who were inclined to-
wards France, and with whom Denmark and Saxon-
Poland were likely to coalesce. It was essential
to form an offensive and defensive alliance, and to
make Berlin the centre of its operations.*

This was one series of suggestions. ‘But should the
King find this line of conduct unsuccessful, he must,
said they, follow a directly opposite course: he must,
in that case, "ally himself with Bavaria and Saxony,
recognise their claims to the Austrian succession,
and promise them his assistance, on condition that
they should cede to him the possession of Silesia.
He must then adopt the views of the French court,
which wished to raise the Elector of Bavaria to the
imperial dignity : this might be accomplished without
much difficulty, as“they could secure the majority of
votes. France must throw her whole strength into this
alliance, and guarantee to Prussia the possession of
Silesia. On the other hand, to put an end to all
uneasiness ‘on the French frontier, Prussia would re-
sign all her pretensions to Berg in favour of the

* 11 faudra faire comprendre & la cour de Vienne et celle
de Russie et aux puissances maritimes la necessité @’une dtrofte
alliance offensive et defensive pour continuer et perfectionner ce
systéme. ' ’



122 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG.  [BOOK IV.

Palatine house, which was protected by France. In
order to guard against the danger of an attack from
Russia, an alliance was to be formed with Denmark
and Sweden; and even an understanding with the
Ottoman power, through the mediation of France,
was not to be rejected.

We now see the drift of Frederick William’s
former policy in insisting upon nothing so much as
perfect liberty of action: it was for the purpose of
enabling Prussia to decide according to circumstances,
and in conformity with her own interests, in the two
great questions then pending; namely, the maritime
rivalry between the Bourbons and England, and the
continental one between Maria Theresa and her com-
petitors. It seemed as if these two questions would
eventually blend into one, and lead to two great
European alliances.

There can be no doubt that of the two systems, the
ministers very much preferred the first. They said,
in the paper they drew up, that the first of the two
courses was the most natural, safe, and easy; the
second was rugged, difficult, and subject to many
great dangers and inconveniences, owing to the wide
separation by which the principal allies were
divided.*

But whichever of these two courses the King might
resolve to pursue, the ministers were all agreed that,
first of all, he must take possession of Silesia. A

®* Nous avouons franchement, que si la premidre route nous
paroit la plus naturelle la plus solide et la moins dangereuse
pour les suites, la seconde ne laisse pas que d’étre autant plus ra-
botteuse sujette & des grandes inconvenients et revers de fortune.
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maxim which Frederick William, and, indeed, most
of the princes of the Empire, had learned from
recent events — was, that the only advantageous
manner of carrying on any negotiation, was to be-
gin by exercising the rights to which they laid
claim ; that only those claims weré listened to,
~ which they took measures to carry into effect them-
selves.

The death of the Emperor put an end to all those
obligations -by which a prince. of .the Empire was.
bound to his supreme head. The union of states
belonging to the house of Brandenburg had equal
rights and equal power with the union of the here-
ditary dominions of the house of Austria, bequeathed
by the late Emperor to his daughter. There was no
reason why they should not appeal to.arms to decide
the question, which was still unanswered in law, though
not_in fact; namely, to which of the two a great
portlon of Sllesm belonged, and should henceforth
belong. J}

The chief argument for taking immediate pos-
gession of Silesia was that this province might
otherwise prove an apple of discord, or be used to
compromise the disputes between Maria Theresa and
her relations, who were competitors for the Austrian
succession. There is no doubt that Saxzony en-
tertained schemes of this nature. Long ere this,
when the above-mentioned project of a loan was
discussed, Saxony wished to take part in it, in
the hope of gaining possession of Glogau at all
events by mortgage, as a means of strengthening her
own connexion with Poland. * Immediately after the
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death of the Emperor, Saxony endeavoured to enter
into negotiation with Vienna, in order to obtain com-
pensation for her claims.* But the Saxon chargé-
d’affaires, Siepmann, said, at the very beginning of
November, that his court would remain quiet as long
as Bavaria did the same: but that if the court of
Bavaria took any steps to enforce its’ rights, Saxony
would bestir herself too.

The court of Berlin could not endure the thought
that, in the general confusion which was to be ex-
pected, Saxony might take possession of a province
upon which Prussia had such strong and undeniable
claims. By this means, perhaps, Saxony and Poland
would be really united, and the further rise and pro-
gress of Prussia completely prevented.

And was Prussia to allow this, we will not say, to
happen, but to become possible, when she manifestly
wielded the most formidable power? What would
succeeding generations have said of Frederick, had he
suffered things to take their course without interven-
tion on his part? He felt bound in honour to enforce
his claims.

“ I give you,” said he, in one of his letters written
at that time to Podewils, “a problem to solve: when

* 2nd Nov., 1740. Dans le commencement, (i.e. in Oc-
tober, when this alternative was decided upon,) on auroit preferé,
de s’accommoder pour quelque petite portion de la Bobéme ou
de la Silésie.

t Podewils to the King on the 2nd Nov. ; so that Siepmann’s
declaration must have been made on the same or the previous day :
¢ que dés que la cour de Baviére se remueroit pour faire valoir
ses droits, le roi de Pologne ne sauroit s’empécher d'en faire
autant.” Bavaria, as we know, began to move immediately.
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a man has an advantage, should he make use of it or
not? I have my troops, and everything needful for
war, in readiness. If I neglect to use them, I hold in
my hands a possession which I know not how to em-
ploy. Whereas, on the contrary, if I do make use of
my advantage, people will be forced to admit that I
know how to profit by my superiority over my neigh-
bours.” *

It is worth while, at this stage of the affair, to fol-
low, step -by step, the consultations—if such a word
can be applied to writings—which were carried on
between the King and Podewils upon this subject.

In one of the papers which Frederick sent to Po-
dewils on the 6th of November, he starts with the
assumption that he ought not to wait until Saxony or
Bavaria should commence hostilities ; that the views of
the former power especially were directly opposed to
his own interests. The house of Brandenburg, he said,
had the strongest claims upon Silesia, and he was jus-
tified in asserting his own rights: moreover, the rapi-
dity with which he could bring his troops into the
field, offered him an immense advantage. Frederick
then went on to explain how favourable to himself the

* In Frederick's own words:  Je vous donne un probléme &
resoudre. Quand on est dans I’avantage, faut il s’en prevaloir
ounon? Je suis prét avec mes troupes et tout. Si je ne m’en
prevaux pas, je tiens entre mes mains un bien, dont je mécon-
nois I'usage. Si je m’en prevaux, on dira, que jai ’habileté de
me servir de la superiorité que j’ai sur mes voisins,” There is
a postscript in his own handwriting to an order in council of .
the 1st Nov., containing a direction to wear mourning as long
for the Emperor in Berlin as it had been worn in Vienna for
the King of Prussia.
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state of affairs in Europe then was. The hostility
between France and England would enable him
to gain over to his side one or other of those two
. powers. England could have no reason to be jealous
of his acquisition of Silesia, seeing that she was in no
respect injured by it. But supposing he could not
come to any understanding with England, he would,
at any rate, be joined by France, who desired nothing
more eagerly than the diminution of the power of
Austria ; Russia was the only country from which Fre-
derick apprehended any opposition to his enterprise.
But the fear of being attacked by Sweden, as well as
her own internal condition, were sufficient to prevent
Russia from attacking him: that country would be
fully occupied with her own affairs, whenever the
Empress might die. The King finally exhorts Pode-
wils to reply to these assumptions with all the frank-
ness of an honest man.

Podewils, who elsewhere asserts that he had already
represented to the King, by word of mouth, all that
could be said against the pmject—though without
effect, as the King’s ardour for his own views daily
increased,—hastened to enumerate several political
events and combinations which were possible, and
which would throw great difficulties in the way of the
execution of the King’s schemes. He wrote this letter
on the 7th of November, and the King answered him
on the same day: their correspondence is very re-
markable, although the discussion turns upon merely
hypothetical cases.

Podewils asked, in the first place, whether, if the
succession to Berg should fall in at that moment,
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the King thought he could make good both claims
or whether he would relinquish the succession which
he might now look upon as tolerably secure, in order
to pursue the more doubtful claim. Frederick an-
swered, that whenever the case occurred, he should
order his regiments of Cleves and Westphalia to ad-
vance into Berg, and should adhere to the engage-
ments entered into with France.

But what, Podewils then asked, would he do, sup-
posing France were induced by a cession of territory,
in the Netherlands, for instance, to take the side of
Austria? The King replied, that neither England
nor Holland would ever permit any’addition to be
made to the French territory in that quarter; and
that he need not be afraid of France, if the maritime
powers were with him.

Podewils- did not think it unlikely that Bavaria
might be satisfied with the cession, by Austria, of
some small territory ; the court of Vienna could then
easily gain over that of Hanover, and thus the
king would be placed between two fires. Frederick
remarked that neither was the first to be expected,
since Bavaria was really in earnest with her claims;
nor yet the second, since Hanover would not stir in
the matter, seeing that she needed the assistance of
Prussia on other occasions ; in case of necessity, how-
ever, other neighbours might be employed to hold
Hanover in check.

The chief objection which this minister raised, both
at that time and previously, was founded upon the pecu-
liar position of the territories of which Prussia was
composed, which did not form a single compact state,
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like France or Spain, but being separated from each
other, were exposed to attack on every side, in
the rear, on the flank, nay, even in the very heart
of the kingdom.* He considered an attack possible
either from Hanover and Saxony, or from Russia
and Poland. Frederick displayed a very high estimate
of his own power and military force. Should Saxony
venture to attack him, she might easily be over-
powered. He would leave in Prussia fifty-five
squadrons and a sufficient body of infantry to meet
any possible contingency; and he could everywhere
replace by fresh troops those which he might draw out
of the country. He thought that even while he was
marching into Silesia, he should still have troops
enough left, if necessary, to take possession of Berg, as
well as to defend every part of his dominions.

Neither must we think that Podewils was opposed
to the King’s project. All his words show that he
was not only struck, but carried away by the greatness
of Frederick’s views. In bringing forward his objec-
tions, he always says that he purposely looks at the
worst side of the whole affair; adding that, under
favourable circumstances, a bold and enterprising
Prince might disregard considerations by which other
men were restrained.

The news which reached the King at this moment
made a great impression upon him.

* ‘La France et 'Espagne, dont Dinterieur n’a pas besoin
d’étre gardé, peut plus facilement entreprendre une grande
affaire, qu'une puissance, dont la defense en cas d’attaque affoiblit
ses forces, et dont le dos, le flanc, et méme le ceeur du pays sont
exposés en plus d’un endroit.
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The King learnt that Count von Perusa, the Bava-
rian ambassador, had officially advanced the Elector’s
claim to the whole of the Emperor’s hereditary domi-
nions; and, moreover, that the feeling of the common
people was favourable to his pretensions. There were
reports that the King of Sardinia was making warlike
preparations, though with what precise object was not
known: in short, there was a strong impression that
a general disturbance was at hand. But the intelli-
gence from: Russia was the most important of all.

Frederick’s assertion, that the news of the Empress
of Russia’s death finally confirmed his decision, must
not be taken to the letter. Orders had already been
issued to the army before this intelligence reached
him. The event was known at Berlin on the 9th of
November, and on the 8th Frederick had informed
his ministers that he had directed the regiments ap-
pointed for the enterprise to provide themselves with
what horses they wanted, and to hold themselves in
_readiness to march at a moment’s notice. No doubt,
however, Frederick was greatly encouraged and
confirmed in his project by an event which gave
him reason to expect that Russia would be too much
taken up with her own domestic affairs to interfere
with him, or perhaps even that the newly-formed
government might be disposed to listen to proposals
from Prussia. Everything seemed to coincide in
favour of his views. “ God is with us,” he once ex-
claimed.

The joy with which his commands were received, X

and the rapid progress made in the preparations for war,
increased his courage and confidence day by day. If]
VOL. TI. K

L
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however, anything was to be done, not a moment must
be lost. Frederick thought it essential to occupy
Silesia before the winter set in. If he opened any
negotiations without having first made himself master
of Silesia, he was likely to have heavy conditions
imposed upon him in return for very umimportant
_concessions.

He wrote on the 15th of November, ¢ We are very
seriously at work here. I intend to undertake the
boldest, greatest, and most unexpected enterprise that
ever a Prince of my house dared attempt. The con-
dition of my troops makes me hope for a successful
issue, and my soul is filled with joyful presentiments.”

Thus then it was resolved that the line of policy
suggested in the conference with the ministers, should
be followed. No notification of the King’s intentions
was made to France, either by communication with
Paris or with the French diplomatic agents at
Berlin. :

The Marquis de Beauvau, who had been sent as
ambassador extraordinary to congratulate Frederick
on his accession, amazed at not being invited to
Rheinsberg, exhausted his imagination in surmises as
to the true purpose of the warlike preparations which
he, like every one else, saw going on.. He sometimes
guessed aright, but did not adhere to that opinion,
and at length conceived that Frederick must be
hostile to France, and desirous of weakening that
country. The regular ambassador, Valori, took the
same view. He thought that a masonic connexion
subsisted between the Grand Duke of Tuscany
and the King of Prussia, who were both members
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of that order. Meanwhile Voltaire, who had
already paid the King a visit at Wesel, arrived
in Berlin. - He showed himself to be one of those
merely literary men, who look upon the whole world
as a subject for the exercise of their talent: the bril-
liancy of his conversation excited the greatest admira-
tion. People wept while he read his tragedies aloud ;
Voltaire himself felt no sympathy in return. This
he had shown in Wesel. Frederick was suffering
under an ague fit when he received Voltaire, who
ridiculed the poverty of the retinue by which the
King was surrounded. He seemed mainly anxious
to turn his presence at Berlin to account in renewing
the former relations between Prussia and the French
court. He instantly laid before Frederick a letter
which he had received from the Cardinal, filled
with the most fulsome flattery of the King. But
the whole Prussian state appeared to him mean
and poor; he nicknamed Frederick ¢ Le Roi des
Lisiéres,” and the French were amazed that such
a Prince should fancy himself able to undertake
any enterprise alone.* The effect of these reports
was soon felt at Versailles. Louis XV, who generally
took but little part in public affairs, talked one day,

% Valori, 8rd Dec.: Mr. de Voltaire, qui se fait une affaire
de marquer son veritable attachement et son profond respect
pour son Eminence et son zéle pour la France, a regu hier une
lettre du roi de Prusse, qu’il dit 8tre extrémement bien tournée
et qu’il n’a pas 0sé me confier. Il m’a dit seulement, que ce
prince badinoit sur ee, que le démon de la guerre étoit venu le
saisir, Compare Voltaire’s Letters, No. 1060. Il croit aussi
que le roi de Prusse et le grand duc seroient d’accord. Clest
beaucoup pour le roi des lisitres, comme dit Voltaire, de se croire

en état d’operer seul.
K 2

————
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both while going to and returning from the chade, of no-
thing but the preparations and movements of the King
of Prussia. It seemed as if the French were jealous

X ’T&‘ (_)f another nation that was about to act an independent

part on the stage of history, where hitherto the French
name had shone above all others.

On the other hand, the Prussian government en-
tered into closer correspondence with the court of
Vienna; taking care, however, to open only such
questions as might prepare the way for the extra-
ordinary demands which it was resolved to make.

On the 31st October Frederick answered a friendly
letter, written to him by the Grand Duke of Tuscany
on occasion of the Emperor’s death, by saying that
the court of Vienna might assuredly reckon upon his
support, but only on conditions proportionate to the
danger to which he should expose himself, as nothing
short of a general war could be expected. Upon this
occasion, he added, the usual delay would not be
borne ; if they wished to gain him they must take
time by the forelock.

At the first glance it might seem as if he said too

much, when he talked of a general war; for it was
possible that Austria might ally herself with France.
Even so, however, it would have been exceedingly
difficult to avert, since hostilities had already broken
out between Spain and England; and France was
bound by treaties, as well as by her own interests, to
take the side of Spain. The contending powers might
change sides, but hostilities were inevitable between
them, and, under the circumstances, would in all pro-
bability extend to Geermany.
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On the 12th November the King observed to his
ambassador in Vienna, that that court had no other
choice than to throw itself into the arms either of
France or of Prussia. Neither could be done with-
out sacrifice. If the court of Vienna preferred form-
ing an alliance with France, and giving up to that
country a portion of the Netherlands, this would
infallibly cause a rupture between Austria and the
maritime powers. Moreover, this alliance would
threaten the liberty of Europe to such a degree as to
raise a general opposition to it.

The Prussian ambassador at the court of Vienna,
Borcke, expressed very nearly the same opinions. Ac-
cording to him, the Grand Duke and his wife, Maria
Theresa, must look to Prussia as the only power that
could rescue them from the dangers with which they
were threatened. He exhorted the ministers to do
quickly that which must be donme, to make fresh
proposals to his master, and to tell him what advan-
tages he might expect.®

The suggestions of Prussia were not without effect
in Vienna ; but they were better received by the am-
bassadors of the old northern alliance than by the court
itself. The English ambassador, Robinson, repeated
that Austria would never find a more prompt and
effective ally than the King of Prussia; and that in
this world nothing was to be got without an equiva-

% Je leur conseille de faire vite, pour ne par venir trop tard.
Je leur recommande surtout d’y aller rondement, sans détour et
sans finesse, par demander ce qu’ils ont besoin et par offrir des
avantages proportionnés & pouvoir balancer les risques, mais des

avantages reels et non pas en perspective. Ils me repondent,
qu'ils vont le faire bonnement.
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lent. Among the diplomatists then in Berlin, the
Russian minister was the first who expressed himself
favourably towards Prussia. He conjectured what
no one could as yet say positively, that the King of
Prussia had views upon Silesia, and declared that he
wished him success for the sake of the Silesian Pro-
testants.* Frederick II, hoped to gain over those
ancient allies of the house of Austria to his side. In
the dispatch, by which the attack on Silesia was to
be announced to the powers of the old alliance, he
declared that Prussia wished to save the house of
Austria from utter ruin, to hinder it from throwing
itself, as it seemed inclined to do, into the arms of
France; and that her sale design was to restore the
old German and European system. As a price for
- -these services Prussia demanded that the rights of the
house of Brandenburg should be recognised, and that
the Silesian territory, of which she had been deprived,
should be given back. In the missive addressed to
the States-General, an expression occurs which sounds
istrangely, but which fully indicates the position which
JFrederick had taken up. It was to the effect, that
.\the Elector Frederick William had served the Em-
peror Leopold, and had been rewarded with ingrati-
tude : but that King Frederick II. was determined
first to take possession of the country which was to
be his compensation, and then to render his services.
Such were his dispositions towards Austria : he was
prepared to enter into alliance with her, but he pre-

* Pour moi, dit il, j'en serois charmé pour I'amour de tous
Silesiens et de panvres protestans qui aurcient par 12 un maitre
de leur religion.—11th Nov.
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served a lasting recollection of old and recent wrongs,
which must first be redressed. He saw that a general
storm was brewing, and he was determined not to
suffer Austria to perish, or France to enjoy a dan-
‘gerous superiority, but he was also resolved at the
same time to assert his own rights, and to take up a
position that would enable him to defend them.

He wished to keep the French in good humour
until the spring; not that he inténded to ally him-
self with them, but that he might not be exposed
to any acts of hostility from them in the mean time.
Before the spring he hoped to come to an understand-
ing with the Grand Duke of Tuscany and the court
of Vienna, and then to gain England over to his side,
whereupon he should no longer stand in need of
French assistance.*

The King and his counsellors were convinced that
nothing could be obtained save by a mixture of force
with their negotiations: but they were as yet resolved
to act with as much moderation as possible. The
ministers—who still hoped to arrange everything
amicably with the court of Vienna, and to bring
about a treaty, to which the other powers might sub-
scribe—ordered the chancellor, Ludewig, not to
hasten his labours. He was busied in drawing up a
statement of the claims of Prussia, which could not
fail to be written with great warmth and earnestness.
It was proposed, by some of those who were admitted
to the secret councils, to take possession of Silesia,

¢ 22nd Nov. Je ne suis engagé & rien avec le cardinal.—I1
faut que je suis d’accord avec le Lorrain avant le printems ;—
alors ils n'ont aucun pretexte de rompre avec moi.



136 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG.  [BOOK IV.

without committing actual hostilities; and the ques-
tion was raised whether it would not be better not to
take the fortresses, an idea highly distasteful to the
members of the military profession. Probably it was
Schwerin—for among his papers was found a written
opinion against this scheme—who reminded the coun-
sellors of peace, that by such means little or nothing
would be obtained ; that those only were masters of
the country who held the fortresses. In negotiation,
~ he said, they might be as gentle as they pleased ; but
warlike operations must be carried on with spirit and
decision, and as if those who directed them never
expected to come to any arrangement.

Never, perhaps,did an ambassador find himself more
strangely placed than the Marquis Bottad’ Adorno, who
arrived in Berlin at the beginning of December, with
proposals from the court of Vienna. His instructions
were of a friendly character; he was authorized to
make offers, which, however, did not include the ces-
sion of any portion of the imperial dominions. On-
his journey, which lay through Silesia, the Austrian
ambassador’ everywhere saw preparations for attack-
ing that province. When he arrived in Berlin the
city looked like a camp on the point of breaking up.
On the 4th December, early in the morning, the
artillery, which had been drawn up in the street called
Unter den Linden, joined the Frankfort militia: the
King stood in front of the palace to see it pass by.
On the 5th, the mules which carried the King’s bag-
gage took the same road; and on the 6th, the
Sydow regiment, joined by that of Kleist and Grive-
nitz, marched to Miincheberg. The troope, which had

’
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just laid aside their mourning, looked splendidly, asif
on parade. Botta, in utter astonishment at all he
saw and conjectured, endeavoured to elicit something
more during the audience he had of the King; to
whom he likewise addressed a warning. He said that
he had found the roads in Silesia almost impassable :
to which the King replied, that those who had to
make the journey would soon find means to pass; the
only danger was, lest they should arrive somewhat
dirty.* Botta went on to say that the Prussian army
was a very fine one, but that the Austrians had
seen the enemy: the King answered rather angrily,
that the world should learn that his troops were as
good as they were handsome. Botta besought the
King and his ministers, for God’s sake, not to preci-
pitate matters, but to wait, at"all events, a few days,
until he should have received the answer to a ques-
tion he had just forwarded to the court of Vienna.
It was, however, now too late to alter anything, as
operations had already begun.

The enterprise was looked upon with some disap-
probation in Berlin, where few believed that the young
King could succeed in so great an undertaking. They
said he would supply the enemy with recruits from
the deserters of his own army, and would soon dissi-
pate the treasure accumulated by his father. This
was mainly owing to the tone taken by the Prince
of Dessau, who had neither been consulted in the
matter, nor was to serve in the campaign. His_en-

* According to the first edition of the Memoirs: que ceux

qui auraient & faire ce chemin aviseront aux moyens d’y passer;
. .« elles ont vu ’ennemi.



138 THE HOUSE OF BRANDENBURG.  [BOOK IV.

vious spirit prompted him to declare himself against
the expedition, and to point out only the dark and
dangerous side of it. * He might have alarmed even
me,” said Frederick, ¢ if I had not already taken my
~ resolution once for all.”*

On the night of the 13th December the King was
present at a court ball, and wore a perfectly uncon-
cerned air. Voltaire relates that Frederick said to the
French minister Beauvau, that Franee would gain
most at the game he was about to play : an expression
so remote from Frederick’s true ideas, that without
better proof we can scarcely believe him to have
uttered it. Beauvau, whose dispatches are before us,
says nothing of the sorty he only asserts that the
King showed him all manner of civility, and talked to
him even while getting into the carriage to go away.}

The army, at the head of which Frederick placed
himself, was nearly 30,000 strong, and consisted of
the regiments of Brandenburg, Pomerania, Magde-
burg, and Halberstadt, both horse and foot; the men
had been raised principally in those provinces.{ He

* First edition: I m’auroit entimidé moi méme, si mon parti
n’avoit pas été pris avec la derniére resolution.

t Beauvau, 17th Dee. Je l'ai vu monter en voiture: jy
étois seul de tous les ministres étrangers: il quitta les princes et
tout le monde pour venir & moi, et me fit ’honneur de me dire
les choses du monde les plus obligeantes.—But he adds : Je dois
ajouter, qu’il déteste la France dans le fonds de son cocur et que
le véritable objet de son ambition et de sa gloire, ce seroit de
nous humilier.

1 The oldest regiments of foot soldiers were: Bredow, 1677 ;
Margrave Henry's, 1685; La Motte, 1694 ; Derschau, 1698;
Margrave Charles, 1702 ; Griivenitz, 1706 ; they were then quar-
tered thus. The Bredow regiment in Vorpommern, Margrave
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repeated to the generals and officers who, on the 15th
December, assembled round him at Crossen, to receive
his orders—what he had already said to them at Berlin,
of the glory which the Brandenburgers had won in
former days, on the plains of Warsaw and of Fehr-
bellin: * he regarded them, he said, less as his sub-
jects than as his friends: they were to fight under his
own eyes, and he would reward them like the head
of a family, not like a mere ruler. It was no form
of speech, but the naked truth, when he added, that
he had no other allies than they.

On the 16th -December he crossed the frontier.
He wrote on the same day, *“I hav