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ST. PETER

St. Peter was born in Bethsaida, a small town of Galilee. He was the
son of Jonas, and a fisherman by occupation. He received from Jesus Christ
the Supreme DPontifical Power to be transmitted to his successors; resided
first at Antioch, then at Rome, where he was martyred June 29, in the

year 67, having governed the Church from that city for 25 years, 2 months
. and 7 days.



POPE LEO XIlll. BESTOWING HIS APOSTOLIC BLESSING ON THE
VHRISTIAN WORLD.

The above picture shows the posture of the Popes as they bless thz City of Rome and the
world from the balcony of St. Peter’s Church, Rome, on Easter Sunday of each year.
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PREFACE

These memoirs comprise the life and life-work of the late
Sovereign Pontiff of the Catholic Church, Leo XIII., his splendid
achievements as a churchman, a statesman, and a scholar. He lived
through the greater portion of the nineteenth century, and was well
into the twentieth before he died. He left the stamp of his magnifi-
cent genius upon the present age in such a pronounced way that it
will be known for generations to come as the Leonine Century.

At various periods of his Pontificate, especially on the occasions
of his jubilee celebrations, biographies have been published in many
languages. All the principal events of his youth, his growth into
manhood, his studies in preparation for the priesthood, his priestly
career, his labors as delegate to Benevento and to Umbria, his nun-

qﬁuture at Brussels, Belgium, his episcopal labors in Perugia, his

ardinalate, his successful services in behalf of the Church as its
Sovereign Pontiff, and his wonderful work through his Encyclicals,
have been told and retold.

The writer of this biography has endeavored to condense within
these pages a multitude of facts of the Holy Father’s eventful career
gathered from oral traditions, personal reminiscences, and a knowl-
edge of local environments.

A student in Rome during the first decade of the second half of
the nineteenth century, singular opportunities were afforded the
writer to meet the principal personages of the century and their
co-temporaries.

It was found an impossible task to include the writings of Leo

XIII. within the limits of this volume. His Encyclicals make a most
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interesting collection—healthful, strong, religious—and should be
made attainable to all.

The late Pope’s poems, charades, and inscriptions have ‘been
translated into English and published by the Rev. H. T. Henry, Over-
brook Seminary, Pa. Selections from said book have been inserted at
the end of this volume. I acknowledge with grateful appreciation
Father Henry’s admirably accurate translations. Theydeserve to be
read by everyone who loves the true and the beautiful.

My thanks are also due many others, especially some “beyond the
sea,” who have made it possible for me to obtain facts and remi-
niscences of our late beloved Pontiff whose life was, and ever will be,
an inspiration to the human race.







MAP OF CARPINETO AND VICINITY

Birthplace of Leo XIIIL.

(See lower right-hand corner.)



INTRODUCTION

S a promoter of public weal Pope Leo XIII. was by all serious

men held in highest esteem. If advance in good morals is the

paramount, as it certainly is, then society owes him a debt. In accord
with his office he discovered its wounds and poured in the balm.

Progress in the sciences, increased comforts of life, have wounded
while they led to victory. Pope Leo did not lose sight of attendants
on modern civilization; the pages that usher every newcomer into
the twentieth century are closely studied by him. Abuse and self-
sufficiency, provoked by prosperity and forgetfulness of the “Giver
of all good,” he deprecated in season and out of season. He was not
a self-appointed critic nor a praiser merely of times past, but a
teacher, physician, and judge, established by Christ to perpetuate His
loving care and administer His grace, which He bought by the price
of His blood, “to every man that cometh into this world.”

Pope Leo never failed to appreciate the advantages of our age.
Toward the close of the last century the echoes of protest against
the old Church were gradually lost amid voices of discontent coming
from newborn conditions of social life; which were instrumental in
stirring up attention to methods disastrous to all Christian_discipline.

In his letters to the world, since the day he was crowned Pope to
this auspicious year of his jubilee, by word of mouth as well as by
such action as he could control, he kept eye and hand on tendencies
that boded good to the social body.

THOSE WHO DIFFER FROM HIM
There are those, of course, who differed from him. But the
difference arose either from a refusal of the faith of which he was
the foremost exponent, or from a supposition that the present life
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only is worth a thought. The division in Christendom had gone to
the depth. The cleavage separated views of the here and the here-
after, of God and man, of the Redeemer and the redeemed. Accord-
ing to his standard the grace of Christ, the bond of union between
heaven and earth, is ministered to men forever by divine appoint-
ment through the Church. That does not eliminate the natural
ability of man to provide for his well-being on earth, but is to infuse
into the inhabitants of the earth the virtues of a citizen of heaven.
Ever-readiness to carry the cross which fails no child of Adam, to be
content in search after happiness in every social circumstance, are
enduring only by the gospel of Christ and its observance.

Some think the Pope lamented only the loss of the prestige of the
Church in ages long past, and promised salvation by a return to con-
ditions that made generations of bygone centuries prosperous. But
they mistake his point. Fixed and stagnant life is not according to
divine Providence. The eternal destiny of man, and his moral
development, proceed by the force drawn from the fountain which
the Saviour provided. His doctrine and grace are to be woven into
the web and woof of human life on earth, to give color and reflect the
justice and charity, the purity and integrity, that make for heaven.
Hence, the principles and practices of Christian doctrine must be
inculcated evermore.

Thus Pope Leo was a power for common good. He found and
made it his privilege to teach and admonish the world.

ADDITIONAL REASONS TO HONOR HIM

Catholics, however, whose spiritualities were his immediate charge,
are justified by additional reasons to honor him. His solicitude for
all the churches, his care to hold marriage sacred, to keep home and
family in accord with God-given law, to maintain labor and capital
within bounds of justice and charity, are known to every member of
his universal flock. His urgent request to promote sacred science in
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schools; and exhortations to dare the best in all branches of learn-~
_ing which furthers the cause of Christ and of His Church, are
repeated and followed by the noble phalanx of those who have
enlisted their life and labor in the welfare “against principalities and
powers.” By his own example he went before in obedience to the
Master's call. He was a sign of God's continued vigilance over His
Church.

Catholics look back with pride on a long line of Pontiffs. They
see the divine in the human shapes and forms through which their
Church has passed since the days of Peter. They are confirmed in
the belief that the Holy Spirit, whom the Father sent in Christ’s
name, still suggests the truth to those commissioned to teach it.
They know that Leo was but an instrument, in the hands of God, who
deserves their filial devotion for duty well done. It was a sad day
indeed when he was laid with the Fathers, but the same Providence
that sent him, will secure the Church against emergencies in the
future. '

TRIBUTE TO HIS CAREER

It is impossible to sketch the policy of Leo in arranging the rela-
tions of the Church with the powers of the world, and it would be
useless to venture a view of its results in a short introduction. Yet it
can be safely said his successor will find preparations for coming
events wisely and wonderfully apt for service. Of his private life, of
his study and spirit of prayer, no one privileged with knowledge can
have but an exalted idea. Leo will be remembered as a model dis-
ciplinarian, a man of God buoyed by the noblest aspirations, filled
with a true ecclesiastical spirit. Indeed, he was like a vessel laden
with the choicest remnants of classic learning; he was a link that
united the chain of modern thought with ancient theology.

The traditions of the Fathers were gathered in him, and he
bequeathed to our time the select lore of scriptural and patristic
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teaching. With eagle eye he peered into his time, and yet burdened
with years, he counseled and directed for present needs. The faith-
ful of his flock will ever cherish his memory, the world will admire
his personality, and every well-meaning man pray God for his speedy

reward in heaven.

Professor of Theology at St. Francis's Seminary.
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MAP OF ROME AND THE CAMPAGNA °

From the Leonine Tower Pope Leo XIII. delighted to view his beloved Rome and
vicinity.



VIA SAN NICCOLA—CARPINETO

The above picture is from a recent photograph of a scene in the main street of

Carpineto—the birthplace of Pope Leo XIII. As will be seen, the streets are narrow,

gloomy and unpicturesque. The town has about 5,000 inhabitants, :
Pope Leo, then known as Vincent Joachim Pecci, lived here until eight years of

age, at which time he was sent to school at Viterbo, never returning, except on brief

visits, to his old home.
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THE LIFE AND LIFE WORK OF

POPE LEO XIII.

CHAPTER 1
DEATH AND BURIAL

N MONDAY at 4 p. m., July 20th, 1903, three momentous words,
“He is dead,” were flashed from the little chamber of death in
the Vatican to the sad, expectant world. The nations, already bowed
in grief, now mourned. In city and hamlet the Christian, the Jew and
the Gentile gave expressions of sorrow mingled with praise: “Leo
XIII., the Beloved of all men, is at rest.” “A good man.” “A holy
man.” “A Saint.” “Our Holy Father is dead.” ‘“Peace to his soul.”
“In the death of Leo XIII. I have lost a dear friend and father,”
said Cardinal Gibbons. The American people, one and all, regard-
less of creed, joined with his Eminence in words of personal bereave-
ment.

As the last moments of the Holy Father approached, during
which his confessor, Mgr. Pifferi, was reciting the prayers for the
dying, the Pontiff, appearing to follow him, murmured his last words
—"Father,” “Mother”—then, turning his eyes toward the great cruci-
fix on the wall, his soul passed into eternity.

The solemn silence in the death chamber then was broken by
Cardinal Vannutelli intoning the Requiem Aeternam (rest Eternal).
Cardinals, Prelates, relatives and the faithful Pio Centra burst into

tears. Each knelt and in turn kissed the hand of the deceased Pon-
19 -
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tiff—“that hand which had dispensed so many benefits, charities and
benedictions to all men.”

LEO'S LAST PUBLIC APPEARANCE

It had been evident to the Pontiff's most intimate friends for
some time that he was failing rapidly. His marvelous vitality, how-
ever, enabled him to refute all rumors of a serious nature.

At the consistory held on June 22, 1903, his Holiness seemed
wan and emaciated as, dressed in his full vestments, he was carried
in the sedia gestatoria through the kneeling thousands, on whom he
bestowed his blessing.

At the end of the religious ceremony the Pope placed the red
cap on the new cardinals present and blessed them. He then
announced the fourteen appointments of bishops, including those in
America, which had been already announced.

STRICKEN WITH FATAL ILLNESS

Pope Leo became seriously, if not alarmingly, ill Friday, July 3,
1903, with senile pneumonia, which developed from a cold contracted
during a drive in the Vatican gardens.

His Holiness became worse toward evening, making it impera-
tive for his physician to remain at the Vatican throughout the night.

Losing confidence in his own strength, the Holy Father asked
for the Blessed Sacrament. This was administered to his Holiness,
all the Cardinals in Rome and all the members of the pontifical court
being present.

All present were in tears as the Pontiff, raising his feeble voice,
with a great effort, pronounced in scarcely audible words: “Lord, I
am not worthy!” _

When Cardinal Ferrata reached the bedside, Leo exclaimed in
joyful tones, waving his hand: “Good-by, Ferrata; we are leaving for
eternity.” :

When the Holy Father's lips moved slowly in prayer there came
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that splendid word “Courage” to those about him. He was praying,
also, to the Great Master of all to spare his life, not because he
wished to live for himself, but because he wanted to live to work for
the Church.

“Let me but see another sunrise,” he pleaded feebly. And lo, his
prayer was answered!
 Feeling his responsibility, Dr. Lapponi requested a consultation
with a commission in Rome, but the Pope absolutely refused to agree
to this. He said he had entire confidence in Dr. Lapponi and added
that he would allow only one person to be called and that was Dr.
Mazzoni, a noted surgeon who had treated him with great skill in
1899.

Dr. Lapponi remarked that Dr. Mazzoni was a surgeon, and that
his professional services were not needed. The Pope replied: “It
does not matter; it is not for his profession that I want him, but
because I like him.”

It was therefore dectded that Dr. Mazzoni should visit the Holy
Father on the following morning.

The condition of the Pope, on the whole, was found satisfactory,
yet serious apprehension was entertained, considering his advanced
age and lack of physical strength, which had continually decreased
since 1899. He was urged to refrain from all undue mental work.

“But,” the Pontiff exclaimed, “how can I command my brain not
to work?”

Professor Mazzoni in the evening again begged the Pope not to
wear himself out, but to obey the doctor’s orders.

The Pontiff replied: “If it was only of any use. But I don't
believe it. The remainder of my life I must give to God's Church,
not to my own poor comfort.” ’

The Pope’s wonderful activity of mind wore upon his body, adding
to the difficulties with which his doctors had to contend. Every
waking moment was marked by this mental restlessness. When his
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Holiness was not considering his own symptoms and the probable
. course of his illness his mind turned back to his early days or he looked
forward to the future of the Church. He spoke a great deal of his
school days and recalled his studies in philosophy, canon and civil
law. He appeared to see also the thousands who honored his long
pontificate and spoke of how emphatically the review testified to the
strength and devotion of the Catholic Church.

THE HOLY FATHER'S LAST GREAT PRAYER

His thoughts reverted frequently to his struggles as apostolic
delegate at Benevento and Perugia, where his great patience, firm-
ness and ability were instrumental in putting an end to the brigandage
that infested those provinces. He declared he got the foundation of
his power in those days and that he could not express his gratitude
to God for the light that shone steadily on his path from Heaven and
led him aright through many perplexities.

He vividly recalled the conclave of 1878, when he himself was
made Pope by acclamation of the sixty-two cardinals present. “That
was a momentous hour for me,” said His Holiness. “It lives in my
memory with the distinctness of events of an hour ago. Few
expected such an issue of the deliberations of the conclave until a
very short time before the result was proclaimed from the Loggia of
St. Peter’s.” Then he cried aloud in prophetic mood: “Greater zeal,
higher spirituality, less attention to amusements, more prayer, more
faith, wider missionary effort—these are the things we need. Itisa
glorious privilege to take part in the work of leavening the masses
with the spirit of Christ.”

On the following day the outlook was that the Pope’s life might
be prolonged more than could have been expected thirty-six hours
before, but the hopes of his recovery were still very small. .

Dr. Mazzoni, after approaching the bedside of the Pontiff, asked:

“How does your Holiness feel?”
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[ do not feel as well. I am weaker,” replied the Pontiff.

“Perhaps you did not sleep sufficiently?”

“No, no,” answered the Pope. “I was better last night. I am
sorry, because to-day should be a day of great work.” !

“Surely,” Dr. Mazzoni replied, “your Holiness does not intend to
work?”’ '

“Certainly,” answered the Pope. “I have so many things to do,
but I am afraid I have not the strength.”

Part of this work referred to by the Pope was to say a prayer to
the Madonna of Mount Carmel, as the nine days’ preparation—the
Novena—for the feast began that day. The Pope was a very
devout member of the order, enrolled in his boyhood, and he always
carried the scapular about his neck.

The doctors then proceeded to convince the Pontiff of the neces-
sity for rest, urging him not to place obstacles in the way of his
recovery.

SCENES IN AND AROUND THE VATICAN

It is difficult to describe the interest, excitement and perturbat...:
which prevailed within the Vatican. While the Pontiff in his quiet
chamber was assiduously and affectionately watched and attended by
his favorite physician, Dr. Lapponi, and his trusted valet, Pio Centra,
the rest of the vast palace was in a state of continual unrest.

One of the most remarkable features of the sick room was the
absolute simplicity and the entire absence of the usual elaborate
equipments found in the sick rooms of -distinguished patients. There
were no trained nurses, the only attendants besides the doctors being
the Pope’s valets, Pio Centra and De Castro. The doctors were
wiithout a corps of assistants, and there was none of the modern
appliances for refrigeration and other means of ameliorating the con-
dition of patients.

Telegrams and cablegrams came by hundreds from emperors,
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presidents, archbishops, bishops, priests and people in all parts of the
world, anxiously inquiring for the latest information in regard to the
Pope’s condition.

Outside the Vatican the scenes of excitement were even greater.
The Swiss Guards, in their brilliant black, red and yellow uniforms,
paced up and down before the portals, receiving the eager inquiries
with their customary imperturbable calmness. '

The gravity with which the Italian government viewed the Pope’s
condition was clearly indicated by the orders that had been issued by
King Victor Emmanuel II. He directed troops in the nearby posts to
be ready at a moment’s notice to hurry to Rome and guard the
Vatican, in order that affairs might be conducted without disturbance
and with dignity.

The assembly of people outside was enormous. The vast piazza
in front of St. Peter’s was densely packed with devout Catholics, all
eager to hear the latest intelligence from the sick-room.

Every day carriages drove up to the court of St. Damaso, which
opened into the apartments of the Pope.

SUBMITS TO AN OPERATION

His Holiness all this time seemed to be failing.

The doctors then proceeded to make a most minute examination
of the patient, and decided upon an operation for puncturing the
pleura.

The calmness with which the Pope underwent the ordeal of the
operation was characteristic of his whole life.

July 12. So marked was the improvement in Pope Leo's condi-
tion that some of his attendants began to predict his ultimate recov-
ery. The Pontiff's physicians however did not share in this hopeful
view. ,

The tremendous superiority of the Pontiff's mind over his frail
frame can be judged from his actions regarding the death of Monsig-
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nore Volponi, secretary of the consistorial congregation. Tired of
the insistent efforts made by those who were trying to conceal this
fact by saying that the prelate was ill, Pope Leo exclaimed, “Then
we must appoint a coadjutor,” and he thereupon solemnly declared
that Monsignore Marini should act as assistant.

Another incident showing the wonderful vitality of his Holiness
occurred when the Pope was told of the postponement of King Vic-
tor Emmanuel’s visit to Paris on account of the predicted death of
the Pope.

“Ah,” said the Pontiff, “we know how chivalrous is the House of
Savoy, even to its opponents.”

During the afternoon the Pope arose, dressed himself alone,
and went to his armchair, where he remained for some time. Late
in the afternoon he received Cardinals Mathieu, Steinhuber, Agli-
ardi, and Casali. The Holy Father showed his usual brightness and
lucidity of mind, and spoke to each without showing any perceptible
fatigue

During the interview the king of Spain telegraphed about the
Pope’s health and asked for the Papal benediction. His Holiness
directed Cardinal Rampolla to grant the request. '

At times the Pope seemed quite like himself, but the Vatican
world had fully made up its mind that the demise of the Pope was
only a question of days, at the most, and probably only of hours.

On Thursday, July the 16th, the Holy Father’'s condition again
assumed a grave aspect. Besides the continuance of the Pontiff's
extreme weakness the doctors indicated the ominous prospect of
another operation for the removal of the pleuritic liquid. The Pope
continued restless, but had several periods of comparative ease.
During one of these he gave another evidence of his remarkable
vitality by taking holy communion during the celebration of mass in
honor of the Madonna of Mount Carmel. The ceremony was held
in the chapel close by,
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On July 17th the Holy Father seemed to rally, but those who
knew him best felt it was only temporary.

“To-day,” he said, “is the feast of St. Leo. I have never failed to
assist at mass, since, when almost a boy, I came to Rome to partici-
pate in the jubilee of Leo XII. I wish to hear mass to-day.”

The Pontiff's desire was immediately gratified by Mgr. Marzolini
celebrating mass, as he did the day previous, in a chapel adjoining
the sick room.

At 3:.05 o'clock Sunday morning, July 19th, the Pontiff dropped
into a sleep which seemed half coma. Hope was now given up.

Although twice rumors of the death of the Pontiff had gained cir-
culation, still he clung to life.

On Monday morning Mgr. Marzolini celebrated mass in the chapel
adjoining the Pope’s apartment, but the Pontiff could follow it only
with the greatest effort.

As the day wore on the Litanies and prayers for the dying were
recited. A few minutes before 4 p. m. His Holiness raised his trem-
bling right hand and in an almost inaudible voice, between long
pauses, gave all present the pontifical blessing. The effort, however,
appeared to have been too much for him, and he fell back into a
condition of unconsciousness.

Soon after Pope Leo XIII. passed to his reward.

THE DEATH CHAMBER

The events in the death chamber immediately following the Pope’s
death were of impressive solemnity. Cardinal Oreglia, the dean of
the Sacred College, immediately assumed full power. He gave
orders to Mgr. Righi, master of ceremonies, to send the Swiss
Guards to close all the entrances to the Vatican and dismiss all per-
sons, except those in charge of the remains of the deceased, from
the death chamber.

The emaciated and lifeless body which unti] recently had held so
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brave a spirit was hidden from view by a red damask coverlet. In
the hands which had blessed so many thousands was placed a cru-
cifix. By the side of the low bed burned a number of candles, and
from above looked down the picture of the Madonna, with the infant
Christ in her arms. 3 :

The only sound now heard was the measured chanting of the
psalms by the Franciscan monks, penitentiaries of St. Peter’s, who
knelt beside the couch of death. Two noble guards stood at the foot,
rigid and silent as statues, with swords drawn and reversed, pointing
to the floor.

- The death chamber presented indeed a sad picture, for although
fronting on the splendid piazza of St. Peter’s, the window command-
ing a view of the tall obelisk and playing fountains, with Rome
stretching off beyond the Tiber, yet the light which had made the
place so brilliant had left it forever.

An hour after life had been pronounced extinct Cardinal Oreglia
entered the death chamber and observed the ceremonies attending a
Pontiff's death. He lifted the cloth from the face of the dead and
in a rising inflection called three times, “Joachim! Joachim! Joachim!
answer.” Then, in an impressive voice, he said, “The Pope is indeed
no more!”

After this ceremony, the fisherman’s ring, the Pope’s insignia of
office, was removed from the late Pontiff's finger by Mgr. Bisleti and
handed to Cardinal Oreglia, whose duty it was to see that it was
destroyed.

Then took place the work of embalming the body, after which it
was removed to the throne room.

CEREMONIES IN THRONE ROOM

The first of the great ceremonies of Pope Leo’s funeral com-
menced Tuesday morning, when the body lay in state in the throne
room. All the diplomats accredited to the Vatican, the Roman
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princes, dukes, barons, and other representatives of ancient families
remaining faithful to the papacy, all the high dignitaries of the
Church, the archbishops, bishops, patriarchs, and heads of the religious
orders passed in solemn procession before the bier of the dead Pontiff.

The papal throne had been removed, and in its place, under the
famous red silken canopy, on a small bed lay the body of Leo XIII.
Over the bier was thrown a red damask covering, on which the
body reposed, robed in white vestments, with the red rochet and
camauro hood, and on the feet slippers embroidered with gold.

The thin hands, clasped over the chest, held tightly a small ivory
crucifix. Around this was entwined a rosary of mother of pearl set
in gold.

On the third finger of the right hand a large emerald pontifical
ring sparkled.

CEREMONY IN ST. PETER'S

At 8 p. m. July 23 all was in readiness to take the body of the
pope from the throne room of the Vatican to the basilica of St.
Peter’s. The mournful procession gathered around the bier, which
was lifted by the sediari, who in the lifetime of Leo VIII had carried
him in the sedia gestatoria.

The dead pontiff was clad in all the pomp of his holy office. Lead-
ing the procession as it passed out of the throne room came grooms
carrying lighted torches. Behind them, walking with measured tread,
were the aged mace-bearers and other domestics of the papal house-
hold. The noble guard and all the clergy of the Vatican, wearing
their surplices, followed.

Immediately in front of the bier the pontifical silver cross was
held aloft. Behind the bier came the three nephews of the late pope
—Counts Ricardo and Camillo Pecci and Count Canarli. At the hall
of the Palafranieri the cortége came to a standstill. Here the
cardinals, who had been waiting in the hall of the consistory, took
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their places immediately behind the nephews. Their scarlet had
been put aside for the purple robes, which are worn when princes of
the church are in mourning.

They then slowly entered the Sistine chapel, where the chapter
and clergy of St. Peter’s awaited the procession. The latter formally
received and took possession of the body. From the Sistine chapel
the procession wound out around the loggia, encircled the court of
San Damaso and descended the Royal stairway, through the
Charlemagne doorway, still chanting, into. the great Church of
St. Peter and placed the body on the catafalque which had been
erected for this purpose in the chapel of the Blessed Sacrament.

Masses were offered up for the repose of the soul of the dead
Pontiff in all the chapels in St. Peter's from sunrise until the noon
hour on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings, by Cardinals,
Bishops, and Priests, while thousands of the citizens of Rome and
strangers in the Eternal City visited the Church and prayed before
the catafalque upon which the body of the late Pope was lying
in state.

A line of electric globes had been placed over the gates of the
chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, the rays falling directly on the face
and illuminating it with great clearness.

The diplomatic corps at the Vatican awaited on the College of
Cardinals Friday afternoon. The Portuguese Ambassador, M. Martin
d’Antas, was at the head of the body. He advanced and delivered
an address expressing the sorrow of all the powers at the death of
Pope Leo, who had acquired the universal esteem of the world. He said:

“The diplomatic body accredited to the Holy See wish to present
to the sacred college their protound condolence on the occasion of
the sorrowful and irreparable loss it has sustained and which puts all
Christianity in mourning. The virtue and high wisdom of the Sover-
eign Pontiff Leo XIII will leave a luminous track in the history of
the world. The diplomatic body beg Your Eminences to accept their
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condolences, while we express the hope that God, in His divine
wisdom and great bounty, will inspire the sacred college in choosing
a Sovereign Pontiff destined to maintain the prestige of the Church.”

Cardinal Oreglia, dean of the college of cardinals, answered. He
thanked the diplomats in the name of the sacred college for the part
all the governments had taken in the mourning of the Church.

He eulogized Pope Leo and his work during his long pontificate
and ended with expressing the hope that God will suggest to the
sacred college a worthy successor to Leo XIII.

He spoke as follows:

“Your Excellency, as dean of the diplomatic body accredited to
the Holy See, has nobly interpreted the feeling of all your colleagues
in the sorrowful circumstances of the death of the venerated pontiff
His Holiness, Leo XIII., of glorious memory. The whole world weeps
with us at such an irreparable loss.

“The sacred eollege, feeling in a special manner this terrible
circumstance which has struck the apostolic Holy See and the Catholic
world, highly esteems the condolences received from the sovereigns
and rulers of states and this new proof of sympathy which the diple-
matic corps has offered to-day to us is profoundly appreciated.

“We are extremely grateful to Your Excellency and to each of
your worthy colleagues for your sincere participation in our sorrow,
while the condolences expressed with so much delicacy through the
intermediary of Your Excellency in the name of the diplomatic body
are true consolation for our afflicted hearts.

“The sacred college is preparing to elect him who will govern the
Church as Vicar of Jesus Christ. Insuch agrave and solemn moment
God will certainly grant us the special help and grace necessary to
accomplish the heavy task imposed upon us.”

The Cardinal Chamberlain decided that the last obsequies
should take place on Saturday night, July 25. At noon on Saturday
the lying-in-state of the body came to an end. The doors of the
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great Basilica were closed and the preparations for the solemn cere-
monies attending the final placing of the remains in the niche to the
left of the choir chapel were commenced. At the hour when the
bells tolled the Ave Maria the Cardinals met in the Vatican and in
solemn procession entered the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament.
The great gates of the chapel were then opened by Cardinal Oreglia.

Cardinal Rampolla, as archpriest of the Basilica, was waiting out-
side surrounded by the Chapter of the Cathedral, which was led by
Monsignore Cepetelli, who conducted the service. The bier was too
heavy to lift, so the bearers slowly slid it onto a low car with noise-
less wheels. .

Then chanting the Miserere and the Psalms of the dead as pre-
scribed in the ritual, the procession left the chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament and slowly wended its way up the great nave of the
church, passed to the right of the Confessional on to the great altar
and turning to the other side passed down to their chapel, where the
bier was wheeled into the center while the Cardinals took the seats
on either side.

Besides the Cardinals, about 1,000 persons were admitted by spe-
cial invitation. To all others the great Church was closed. Except
for the lighted lamps around the Confessional, about the bier, and
the tapers carried by the officiating ecclesiastics during their proces-
sions the great building was unlighted. The heavy shadows, the
chanting of the priests, and the consciousness of the sad purpose
for which the assemblage was gathered, made the services déeply
impressive.

The Libera was intoned by the choir, the body was then sprinkled
with the Holy Water and incensed. During this solemn part of the
service the major-domo covered the venerated features with a white
silk veil bordered with gold. Over this the prefect of ceremonies
spread a large red silk veil, which covered the whole bier.

Monsignore Bartolini read a eulogy of the dead pontiff, and
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Notary Poponi, 84 years old, read the burial record, a service which
he performed upon the occasion of the deaths of Pope Gregory XVI.
and Pope Pius IX.

The canons of the Basilica, aided by the noble guard, then laid
all that was mortal of Leo XIII. in a cypress coffin lined with red
satin and bearing on the cover an inlaid cross.

When the body had been put in the coffin it was concealed with
the red velvet covering which before had been on the bier. The
major-domo put beside the body two silk purses containing coins of
silver and a bronze medal struck during Leo’s pontificate. )

The eulogy, written on parchment, inclosed in a metal tube, was
also interred with the body. '

The second coffin was of lead. On the cover at the head was a
cross, just below which was a skull and crossed bones, while below
these were the arms of the late Pope, with the triple crown, but
without the keys, as they signify living victory. At the bottom was a
plate bearing the following inscription: ]

“Corpus Leonis P.M. Vixit An XCIII. M. IV. D. XVIII. Eccles
Univers Prefuit An XXV. Menses 5. Obiit Die XX, Julii An
MCMIIL”

These two coffins were enclosed in a third casket of polished oak
without decorations.

When the last solemn moments came the heavy coffins, weighing
in all 1,322 pounds, were rolled out of the chapel, preceded by mace
bearers, the choir singing as they went, followed by all the
Cardinals.

Pulleys were attached to the coffin and soon, to the chant of the
Benedictus Dominus Deus Israel, it was hoisted and placed into the
stone sarcophagus, where it will remain until the Cardinals created by
the late pontiff shall erect a suitable tomb in the Basilica of St. John
Lateran, which Church was chosen by the Pope himself as his final
resting-place.
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THEABOVE PICTURE OF POPE LEO Xill BEARING T'HE TIARA, CROWN, CARDINALS HAT AND BISHOP'S MITER,
WAS PRESENTED TO THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK,REV.JAMES J. MS GOVERN,WHILE ON HIS VISIT TO ROME IN I1895.
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CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE—CARPINETO

Where the Pecci family attended service.

'INTE RIOR OF CHAPEL—CARPINETO

The above chapel is a faithful reproduction of the place where Vincent Joachim
Pecci first attended mass with his parents. The statue to the right is that of Leo
XIII., placed there by His Holiness as a memorial gift to the citizens of Carpineto.



CHAPTER 11

BIRTHPLACE AND PARENTAGE

ARPINETO, a mountain town of five thousand inhabitants in
central Italy, situated in a cleft of the Monti Lepini, a spur of
the Volscian Mountains, became famous in a day. On Wednesday,
February 20, 1878, the news was flashed throughout the world that
Cardinal Joachim Pecci, Archbishop of Perugia, had received the
unanimous vote of the Cardinals assembled in conclave at the Vati-
can, Rome, and that he, “bowing to the divine will, accepted the
burden placed upon his shoulders.” When asked by the sub-dean of
the Sacred College what name he would assume in the Pontificate,
he replied, ‘Leo”; and as Sovereign Pontiff of the Holy Roman and
Apostolic Church, he has been known by that name ever since,
“Leo XIIL.”

Great joy was manifested in Rome at the announcement of Cardi-
nal Pecci’s election. In Carpineto, the birthplace of the newly-elected
Pope, and its environs, the joyful cry, “Long life to his Eminence
created Pope! Long life to Leo XIIL!” burst forth from every
throat, and soon the mountains resounded with gladsome evvivas,
while the shepherds took their pipes and made merry in valley and
plain. The people of the ancient city of Perugia, where he had been
Bishop for more than thirty-two years, of one accord exclaimed,
“God has honored a holy man in this world by elevating him to the
greatest dignity on earth.”

Carpineto was little known at this time. The town was not even
mentioned in tourists’ itineraries, although one of the ancient cities

of the Hernici, celebrated in Roman history. Hidden among the
33
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rugged fastnesses of the Lepine Hills, it was seldom visited by trav-
elers, and therefore when the question arose with the intelligence of
Cardinal Pecci’s elevation to the Pontificate of the Catholic Church,
“Where is Carpineto?” few beyond its suburbs could answer.

LOCATION OF CARPINETO

The now historic town is in that part of central Italy well known
to Italians as the Ciociari, a word derived from Ciocia meaning
sandals worn by the peasants, bound by leather thongs to the foot
and leg over linen strips which serve for stockings. Carpineto signi-
fies a forest of yoke-elms. Tradition has it that before the town was
built, the mountain was covered with these trees

The town. aside from the battle which took place in 1379 between
the troops of Pope Urban VI. and those of the antipope Clement
VII., has no special history. Occasionally the leading families strug-
gled with each other for social supremacy, but soon quieted down
and forgot their troubles The peasants in the environs, as well as
the common people in the town, have been noted for their peaceful
relations among themseives and their neighbors. Separated from
the world in their mountain fastnesses, reached by tortuous and diffi-
cult by-paths, they had little intercourse with outside peoples, and
therefore lived in rustic simplicity. Their wants were few; their
dress was of homespun; and their speech was a dialect closely akin to
Latin.

SIMPLICITY OF THE PEOPLE

- The inhabitants of Carpineto were generally poor, but they sup-
ported their poverty courageously. The crops in some years failed,
and during these years bread made from chestnuts was the main
food. It is told as a great event, that more than five hundred Car-
pinetians at one time emigrated to America.

Probably there is not a place in all the world where the simple
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religious faith of their fathers is so loyally observed as in this birth-
place of Leo XIII. All the ancient pious customs of the locality are-
treasured. For instance, to show the great faith of the people in the.
intercession of the Madonna, at harvest time every man goes at
nightfall to the parish church with a sheaf of grain from the field in.
which he has labored since sunrise, and places his offering at the foot
of the Blessed Virgin's altar, while the vaulted roof resounds- .
to the time-honored shouts of praise—‘Viva Maria! Viva la.
Madonna!”

As to exact location Carpineto is on one side of Monte Capreo,.
and on the opposite side is a monastery occupied by the Augustin--
ian order of priests, built by Pope Leo XIII. Semprevisa, the sum--
mit of the peak, offers one of the finest views in central Italy; to
one side can be seen at a distance the Mediterranean, and closer still-
the Roman Campagna, spreading out like an immense arena, with
Rome in the foreground. On thé other side can be seen far off the-
beautiful blue Adriatic Sea.

DELIGHTS OF THE CLIMATE

The town of Carpineto is built on two elevated table-lands; on the:
one nearest Monte Capreo is the Pecci Palace and the church of St..
Leo, an edifice in Greek style of architecture, built by Pope Leo
XIII. On the other the most conspicuous building is an old -
prison in ruins. The town is still mediaeval in appearance. A
lumbering stage-coach passes through its streets, and ancient as that
vehicle is, it forms a welcome part of the day’s life and routine. To.
reach the elevated portion of the town from the railroad station is a-
difficulty which but few travelers care to undertake on foot, but a
drive in early spring or late autumn up the narrow cleft in the moun-
tain side is one of unmingled delight. The trees and shrubs of every
shade of green, as well as the wild flowers that bloom along the path,
all tend to fill one’s soul with rare and exquisite pleasure. A lumi--
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nous haze, filling the air in November as well as March and April,
shrouds distant objects with a veil of blue, often making them appear
as if enwrapped in purple clouds as they fade from view.

About a mile from the railroad on a sloping expanse, stands the
country house of the Pecci family, amid clumps of mammoth chestnut
trees. The location is beautiful, and one can fancy how happy
parents, surrounded by a band of joyous children, could develop,
during their stay there, both peace and quiet. Vincent Pecci, having
almost a passionate fondness for hunting, in his periods of vacation
and when a young man, was frequently to be seen with his gun roam-
ing about this rustic place.

The village of Monte Lanico is passed on the way up the hill; in
its public square is still an elegant work of art—a fountain, built of
-precious marbles, from which flows a limpid stream of cool, refreshing
water. Passing on, new beauties are presented at every turn. Here
and there are bleak spurs of rock and barren walls of ruined struc-
“tures, telling of life which has been and gone. Here, too, are groves
‘upon groves of olive trees rising from the plains to the highest peak
-of the mountains. These are covered with a solemn and severe foli-
-age, forming a strange contrast to the yellow-green hue of the grape-
‘vine leaves scattered here and there.

THE PECCI PALACE

Soon appears the town home, the abode of the Pecci family for
-centuries. It is surrounded by a beautiful lawn, lined with box-wood,
dotted with flower-beds, presenting a most charming picture to the
“visitor of to-day.

The palace does not present on the exterior an attractive style of
-architecture. It is a long, two-story and attic building without adorn-
yment except a massive arched doorway. Above the doors are to be
seen the coat of arms of the Pecci family, and about the house are
:barred windows, making it appear like an asylum for the sick or a
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prison for criminals. On either side are narrow alleys; at the rear is.
a large garden, through which a path leads to the foot of the moun-
tain, losing its way in a thick woods.

INTERIOR OF THE PALACE

Entrance to the palace is made by the use of bronze knockers,
which are as old as the mansion. The interior, unlike the exterior, is.
palatial in all its appointments. The heavy carved oak furniture of
vestibule and library shows to the tourist of to-day the exquisite taste-
displayed by the members of the Pecci nobility in past generations.
The living rooms show a comfortable elegance of more recent date.
The outer hall leads to a vast salon, around the walls of which are:
massive gilded chairs, and in the center a handsome marble table, or
which repose a group of tropical birds. At the farther end, between
two windows, hangs a life-size portrait of Leo XIII,, clad in his Pon-
tifical robes. The noble and expressive countenance of this sainted
person is admirably portrayed; the lips seem as though ready to
utter words of greeting.

THE FAMILY PORTRAIT GALLERY

Hanging on the walls to the right and left are the Pope’s ances-
tors. Those of his Holiness' father and mother occupy the places of
honor. Colonel Count Louis Pecci, the father, is painted with a wig
powdered after the fashion of his time; his coat is of blue velvet,
braided with gold and faced with red; the buttons are stamped with
the Pontifical tiara and keys.

Countess Anna, the mother, looks charming in a double-caped
robe cut open at the neck, set off with jewels and lace. She sits
erect, her right hand resting on a fan, while in her left she gracefully
holds the brim of a plumed hat. The nobility, the grace, the devo-
tion, the love, the legitimate pride expressed in the features of this
ncble woman almost tempt one to salute her with the words uttered
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by the angel to the Blessed Virgin, mother of our Lord, nineteen
centuries ago: “Blessed art thou among women.”

THE TAPESTRY ROOM

A door to the left of the salon opens into a spacious room, no
-doubt at one time the family reception room. On the wall opposite
‘the door hangs a large damask tapestry—a magnificent work of art,
painted from life, representing Leo XIII on his Sedia Gestatoria,
-surrounded by his court, passing from the Sistine Chapel to the ducal
‘hall.

THE LIBRARY

From the tapestry room, for such is the name it bears, access is
‘had to the library, a large room with a historic table in the center.
‘The walls of this room are covered with well-laden shelves, some of
them bearing priceless volumes. Underneath are many closed cases.
In these are rare editions, with illuminated covers, wrought by hand.
“The largest of these cases, standing under the only window, contains
the Pope's copy-books and letters dating from his eighth year.

MONSIGNORE'S ROOM

To the right of the library is the Monsignore's room, so named
‘because Joachim Pecci, when Archbishop of Perugia, in visiting Car-
pineto, preferred this room to all others. His preference is made
known by an inscription in Latin placed therein, of which the fol-
lowing is a translation: “Stranger, in this chamber of his parental
:abode, Leo XIII,, prelate, delegate, Bishop, Cardinal, several times
.abode.” Count Ludovic Pecci, in honor of his august uncle, had the
room furnished in splendor, A.D. 1884.

Hanging here oh the wall is a portrait of the Blessed Margaret
Pecci, a sainted and dearly beloved member of the family. Here too
is the letter, modestly framed, in which Cardinal Pecci announced to

'
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his family his elevation to the Pontificate. The following is the text
of the note:

_ The Vatican, Feb. 20, 1878.
Dear Brothers: I write to tell you that the Holy College of Cardinals
has this morning raised my unworthiness to the chair of St. Peter. This is’
the first letter which I write as Pope. It is intended for all my family, for
whom I pray to heaven for all happiness, and to whom I send in love my
apostolic benediction. Pray ardently for me to the Lord. -

Leo XIII.

Here, also, are to be seen the following Latin inscriptions: “Pope
crowned with the triple diadem, who was glorious on earth as the
thirteenth Leo.” “The man who has devoted himself to the study of
Thomas Aquinas and has won eternal honor of being among the
purple clad, and who shines more for his wisdom than for his purple.”

Opposite the Monsignore’s room is the family private chapel. It
was in this chapel that Leo XIII. was baptized.

SECOND STORY RELICS

Passing from the chapel and ascending a white marble stairway
one comes to the second story. The first door at the top opens into
the room where Leo XIII. was born. Here are found the material
things which came into his life during his infancy and childhood.
Everything he used is preserved even to his cradle. Close by is the
room he occupied as a boy and young man. Here are to be seen
his narrow iron bed, his writing table and pictures of him which were
made at various periods of his life.

The next apartment is in reality a museum of family relics Here
are tall glass cases filled to the very top. Among the relics are to be
seen the Pope’s sporting gun, one of his white papal cassocks, and
his cardinal hat. Here, too, is his brother Joseph’s cardinal hat.
Brocaded robes and silken coats of other members of the family all
have a place and are most interesting as to their use and date.
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The genealogy of the Pecci family, according to a manuscript pre-
served at Carpineto, the work of Joachim Pecci, compiled from the
documents and traditions handed down from its first Tuscan origin,
is to the effect that the name Pecci appeared for the first time in
the thirteenth century in the history of Cortona.

THE FAMILY GENEALOGY

The influence of the Pecci family was later felt at Siena in the
fourteenth century.* The Sienese placed one Paul Pecci in power
as general of the army in order to suppress the revolutionary move-
ments that then prevailed in the republic of Siena. One Bernardino
Pecci was made Bishop of Grosseto in the beginning of the four-
teenth century—a renowned poet and the author of a life of St.
Catherine. Selio Pecci, during the reign of Charles V., was an
ambassador to the court from the republic of Siena. He left sev-
eral memoirs of his travels through Flanders. Later, James Pecci, a
wealthy landholder, entertained in his palace in Siena, Pope Martin
V., loaning him 25000 florins, taking in security the Castle of
Spoleto.} )

A family tradition, transmitted orally in the Pecci home at Car-
pineto, indicated the close affinity of the Peccis of Carpineto with the
house in ‘Siena. It was one Anthony Pecci, who, according to the
notarial acts which appear in the archives of Count Pecci’s family,
bought, in 1531, the Carpineto properties—and is held as the
founder. Leo XIII. belonged to the eleventh generation of the
Peccis of Carpineto.

In 1582, Paschal Pecci built a votive chapel in honor of the Blessed
Virgin, and richly endowed it. This was done in gratitude to the

*The family is one of the noblest and oldest of the Siena nobility; its escutcheon displays
a green pine-tree, a bar, two lilies, six roses and a coronet. Not a few members of the family
have distinguished themselves in the various walks of life.

¢ The Pecci palace near the Cathedral Square, and tombs of members of the family are
still to be seen in the city of Siena.
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FAMILIAR FIGURES SEEN IN THE VICINITY OF ROME

I. BROOMS AND GARLIC 3. PILGRIM 8. CHEESE PEDLER 7. WASHWOMAN
2. NURSE 4. BAG-PIPERS 6. HARVESTER 8. HERMIT



PEASANTS IN THE VICINITY OF CARPINETO



CARDINAL JOACHIM PECCI

The original of this picture was painted when Archbishop Pecci was
made Cardinal in 18z4. This painting now hangs in the library of the
Episcopal Palace at Perugia. :
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Mother of God, who by her prayers had caused the disappearance of
a fearful plague that ravaged the country around Carpineto. John
Baptist Pecci was Bishop of Sequin; Ferdinand Pecci was an emi-
nent lawyer and a particular friend of Benedict XIV.; Joseph, uncle
of Pope Leo XIII., was a distinguished prelate in Rome, and honored
with the confidence of Pius VI., from whom he received a gold ring as
a mark of esteem.. The ring is still preserved in the Pecci palace at
Carpineto. i :

Charles, grandfather of Leo XIII., was married in 1733, to Ann
Mary Jacovacci, of Valle Corsa. This union was not fruitful of any
issue for some years, when a son was born to them, whom they
christened Louis Dominic in honor of St. Louis of Toulouse. Louis
Dominic was the father of Leo XIII. On the mother’s side, Leo
XIII. was closely related with a family celebrated in the history of
Rome during the Middle Ages. Anna Prosperi, his mother, was
a descendant of Cola da Rienzi, the Roman tribune. Cola da
Rienzi, a direct ancestor, was an impassioned student of the Bible and
the classics. He believed that he had a divinely inspired mission to
revive the ancient glories of Rome. He did not, however, succeed,
tut became so violent an agitator among the people, exciting them
to rebel against lawful authority, that he was finally put to death.
His son, Angelo, after his father's death, fled to Cori, where he lived
ander the name of Prosperi, according to the chronicles of the seven-
teenth century still preserved in the archives at Cori—"“The Prosperis
were formerly called Rienzi from Nicola Rienzi, a tribune of the
Roman people.” .

Count Louis, as he was ordinarily styled, married Anna Prosperi
Buzi, having chosen her as a helpmate because of her splendid quali-
ties and strength of character. Her home was situated on the
western crest of the Monti Lepini, and not far distant from Carpineto.
The Prosperi family were, in their Volscian stronghold and its
districts, in the same esteem as the Peccis were in their native
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town. The Countess Anna brought to her husband a notable amount
of property, which the family holds to this day.

THE FATHER OF POPE LEO XIII

Count Louis Pecci was somewhat above the middle height, with a
lofty forehead and large sparkling eyes, in which there appeared at
times a slight expression of melancholy. He was a man of cultivated
mind and simple tastes, possessing always the talent of graceful and
engaging conversation. He bore the title of colonel, having been
placed in command of the military forces of the Pontifical govern-
ment. The diploma, dated September 12, 1792, and signed by Prince
Aldobrandini Borghese, is, among other things, preserved in the
archives of the Pecci palace. In 1809, Count Louis was appointed
mayor of Carpineto by the Imperial French government. The
people of Carpineto, however, honored him more as a civil magistrate
than a military official. The high esteem in which he was held caused
the citizens of the town to have recourse to him as an arbiter in all
their disputes, and his decisions were accepted without controversy.
It wag by his judicious intercession that so much harmony prevailed
among the people of Carpineto during his time. Immense piles of
law papers, preserved in the archives of the palace, testify to the
high consideration with which he was honored by the ecclesiastical
and civil authorities of the districts.

LEO XIII. A GREAT BENEFACTOR TO HIS NATIVE TOWN

Leo XIII., like his father, has been a great benefactor to his native
town. He founded the new parish of St. Leo, he erected the
churches of St. John and St. James, he established the nuns of the
Blessed Sacrament in an educational institution, he erected the mon-
astery of the Franciscan Fathers, he founded a library containing thou-
sands of volumes, and built a hospital tor the sick and aged, placing
over the latter the Brothers of Mercy, whom he called trom Belgium
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Leo XIII. also constructed a meteorological observatory in the Pecci
palace, and there founded a museum of natural and ethnographic
history.

During the time he was Archbishop of Perugia a good supply of

water from a crevice in the mountain was obtained for the town of
Carpineto, but the source afterwards became exhausted, and the

inhabitants again suffered for good water, and most seriously in dry

seasons. After he was created Pope he endeavored to find a remedy,
and with wonderful success. Two splendid fountains now attest his

generous gift to the city of his birth, one is situated in the public

square before the principal church, and the other in front of the
Pecci palace. Carved on a slab of marble on the side of the fountain
in the public square are the following couplets in Latin. Translated
they read:

I am a silvery fountain, at whose brink
The flowery meadows love to drink.

And yet they shall not! It belongs to you,
Ye friends—my widely scattering dew!

On the fountain in front of the Pecci mansion the following verses
appear in Latin. The translation is:

After a journey long and drear,
Ye Carpinetians, I am here,
A fount unfailing, cool and clear.

For Leo, who on Peter’s throne
As shepherd of his flock is known
And loved in every Christian zone,

What time to fair Italia’s shore,
The trembling wings of Rumor bore
Rumblings of European war,

Praying with deep solicitude
For peace, before the altar stood,
The Priest whom lustres ten had viewed.

vt AR~
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His heart had never yet outworn
Love for the spot where he was born
And balmy airs of life’s young morn.

"Twas then, ye Carpinetian folk,
He bade me come to you, and broke
Gently my immemorial yoke, -

And taught my dancing feet to spurn
The heedless hill-top, and sojourn
For your sake in this chiseled urn.

Clearer than crystal to the view,
From the high rocks I scatter dew,
And sing the livelong day for you.

Ye suffered long in fruitless quest
Until I came—a welcome guest—
With amplest largess in my breast.

And who shall all my uses tell?
Here in your very midst I dwell,
For poor and rich, for sick and well.

Come, then, ye all, and freely take
While I perpetual music make
Of thanks to Leo for your sake!

Carpineto, since the elevation of its most honored citizen, has
obtained historic fame, and it will be known to future generations as
the birthplace of the great Sovereign Pontiff, Leo XIIL



CHAPTER 111

EARLY LIFE AND HOME-TRAINING

ROM the happy union of Count Louis Pecci and Anna Prosperi
Buzi resulted the following offspring: Charles, Anna Maria,
Catherine, John Baptist, Joseph, Joachim Vincent, and Ferdinand.
The two girls in time were married and became mothers of large
families. Of the sons, Charles remained single, while John Baptist
married and four sons were born of the union. Joseph studied for
the priesthood, entering the ‘“Society of Jesus,” and was subsequently
elevated to the Cardinalate by his brother. Ferdinand died in his
nineteenth year.

BIRTH AND BAPTISM OF LEO XIII.

The sixth child that blessed the Pecci family, and the subject of
these memoirs, was born March 2, 1810. Carpineto being in the dio-
cese of Anagni, the parents requested Bishop Tosi of the episcopal city

. to baptize their new-born child and to act as godfather. The Bishop
promised to do so, but diocesan affairs claiming his attention on the
day designated, he could not assist at the ceremony. The baptismal
register of the cathedral of Anagni shows the following record: “In
the year of our, Lord 1810, on the fourth day of March, at the six-
teenth hour (about ten o’clock in the morning) the Very Reverend
Michael Catoni, Canon of the most holy cathedral church of Anagni
baptized, by permission of the undersigned, a child born two days
before, to the most illustrious lord and lady Louis Pecci and Anna
Prosperi, residents in this parish of St. Nicholas (Carpineto), in the

names of Joachim Vincent Raphael Louis. The sponsors were the
45
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most illustrious and most Reverend Joachim Tosi, Bishop of Anagni,
who appointed as his representative the Reverend Hyacinth Canon
Caporossi, from whom I have received his authority in due form,;
and the most illustrious Lady Candida Pecci Calderozzi. In witness,
whereof, I, Zephirin Cima, vicar of this parish, place my signature
and the seal of the Church.”

The ceremony took place in the chapel of the Pecci palace.

The mother, having a particular veneration and devotion for her
patron saint, St. Vincent Ferrier, requested the Canon to bestow
among other names that of Vincent upon her son. He complied with
her request, and as that name was nearest her heart, he was called
Vincent during her lifetime, but after her death he assumed his first
name in honor of his godfather, Bishop Joachim Tosi, which name
followed him through life.

JOACHIM VINCENT'S BOYHOO\

From his home, shut in by mountains, Joachim Vincent first
imbibed the ideas of an orderly and self-controlled existence. Happy
the boy whose childhood is passed without superfluity and without
want, permeated by an ideall Happy the horizon of his thoughts and
life in his first youth! Joachim Vincent grew up in an atmosphere
full of earnestness and prayers. Any boy who rises with God and
the saints on his lips, and retires to rest with the same inspiration,
will, if his mind unfolds at all, develop a zeal which will enable him
to tread the paths of religion in such wise as to take shape and form
in his spirit. A boy cannot fail to succeed, who prays before the
altar and holds solemn intercourse with God in the days of his
youth.

The first mention recorded of Joachim Vincent after his baptism
is when his mother, writing to her brother-in-law, Antonio Pecci, said:
“Little Vincent can already walk alone. He finds his way all over
the house. He has a great passion for horses; although he is hardly
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big enough to be seen, he gets astride of the chairs without holding
on. Yesterday when out with one of the servants, he insisted on
leading your saddle-horse by the bridle to the fountain. He led the
horse quite unaided and we were in fits of laughter at hearing him
admonish the horse with a ‘Whoa."”

The child is father of the man, and it would not perhaps be too
much to say that one of the most characteristic habits of the remark-
able Pope was discernible in the little boy who insisted on leading
his uncle’s horse “all by himself.”

HOME EDUCATION

The first lessons taught Vincent were in the home school, presided
over by his mother. She was a finished scholar, capable in more
ways than one to take charge of the instruction of her children.
Their aptitude in mastering the letters and in reading and writing
was a source of great pleasure to their teacher who fitted them,
spiritually, mentally and morally to occupy high positions in life
Through her influence and training Joseph and Vincent were enabled
to enter that magnificent career which finally elevated one to the
dignity of a Cardinal, the other to the throne of St. Peter, Soverelgn
Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church.

“It is pleasant to recall those happy days spent in the home class-
room at Carpineto,” said Joseph Pecci years afterward. “Each of us.
had adesk, and mother had a small table opposite. Inregular order we
were called to recite our lessons and hear explanations. Our teacher
always took the greatest pains in having us understand the matter
before us. Sometimes our father would drop in and help her, lend--
ing by the charm of his presence sympathetic encouragement. Being
an accomplished Latin scholar, he took upon himself the task of
teaching us the rudiments of the Latin language so thoroughly that
when we entered the college at Viterbo, we were enabled to make
most rapid progress in our studies. Sometimes the good Bishop of
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Anagni would visit our home, remaining several days. It was his
delight to spend hours in our classroom, closing his visit with religious
and moral counsels. These simple talks took deep root in our hearts,
proving to be of incalculable advantage to us years afterward.

“In winter, or when the days of spring or fall were chilly, the big
hearth in our schoolroom was filled with blazing faggots. In sum-
mer our mother-teacher transferred her pupils to the lawn, in the
shade of a large chestnut-tree, where Nature lent her aid to enrich

our minds. This tree is still living, and is a source of great venera-
tion to us.”

OLD-TIME CUSTOMS AND PLEASURES

In looking up history we find that the nobility of the Roman
provinces, as a rule, dwelt a century ago much as they do to-day, on
their estates, living broad and cultured lives. Their families settled
around them, carrying on social intercourse with a freshness and
fullness closely resembling the days of the patriarchs mentioned in
Holy Writ. Notable gatherings frequently took place. On these
occasions the people met at some of the homes designated; here
they would discuss literature, philosophy, religion, politics, and all
great questions then agitating the home life and outside world. Dry
debates were interspersed with poetical effusions and musical selec-
tions. Not age alone took part, but youthful talent was often given
opportunity to participate.

“Our father,” said Cardinal Joseph, “took us in hand on such
occasions and trained us fortheday.” Possessing, as we have stated,
a highly cultivated mind, and well versed in the classics, he wrote
original poems and prose compositions in Latin and Italian. “He
obliged us to commit these to memory, so that when the appointed
day came, we were able to take full part in the exercises, much to the
delight of the elders. Vincent was a boy whose sweetness of charac-
ter naturally made him the cynosure of all eyes. On these occasions



MONSIGNOR JOACHIM PECCI

Consecrated Archbishop of Dammietta when thirty-two years of age.
The original of this painting hangs in the Hall of Paintings in the Pecci
home at Carpineto.
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his manner of speech and his sallies of wit invariably brought forth
well deserved applause.”

HOME REMINISCENCES

Speaking of their home life on another occasion, Joseph said, “It
was a treat to us when our mother, animated always with an inex-
haustible fund of charity, permitted us to accompany her on her visits
to the poor and sick in the neighborhood, carrying hampers of pro-
visions and medicine.” And again, referring to their early life,
Joseph wrote, “When business matters took father to Anagni, fre-
quently he would take his children along, leaving us at the episcopal
palace, where we were welcome guests of good Bishop Tosi. These
were great events in our young lives. Once Vincent was missed from
the palace, and immediate search was made for him. An old man
just coming from the cathedral, on being questioned if he had seen a
boy anywhere in the vicinity, replied that, he was in the church.
There we went without delay, and found him standing just as he had
risen from his knees, still gazing, as if riveted to the spot, at a cele-
brated painting of the Blessed Virgin.”

In the early part of the nineteenth century, desolation due to war,
had made considerable inroads into the wealth of the great landed
proprietors of the Roman states, and the Pecci family fared no better
than the rest of their neighbors. They were obliged to deny them-
selves, to a considerable extent, in order to provide for the education
of their children. As the Countess was a woman of rare courage and
great intelligence, instead of giving way to useless lamentations over
the weaknesses of humanity and the hardness of the times, she cur-
tailed expenses by personally attending to the everyday needs of the
family, even to the most exacting household duties.

COUNTESS PECCI'S GREAT DREAM

As Joseph and Vincent grew into boyhood they became a source
of great joy to the pious mother by showing signs, not only of a pro-
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nounced taste for study, but of an unmistakable call for a religious
life. M. Boyer d’Agen, a French author, in speaking of the carly life
of Vincent, relates that Count Louis one day took him for a walk,
showing him a spot on which Thomas of Aquin was supposed to have
stood, and farther on pointed out to him on a distant hill the great
Monastery of Monte Cassino. . :

“Yes,” observed Vincent, “Aquin is where the learned St. Thomas
was born, and Monte Cassino is where he learned to read and write.
Papa, shall we not go there and learn to read and write like he did?”’

The Count returned to the palace somewhat disappointed. Vin-
cent’s expressed wish that he might learn to read and write like the
great St. Thomas was quite contrary to his own plans for the future
of his son.

“I want to make a general of Vincent,” said the Count, sadly, to
his wife one day, during a conversation on their children’s future.

“Well,” replied the Countess, “you will make a Pope of him.”

Count Louis was at this time far from pleased with the prospect
of his son taking Holy Orders. “I can understand,” said he, “that
Joseph will never be anything but a Jesuit, but I cannot reconcile
myself to the idea that Vincent may come back to us a village
curé.”

To this the Countess, who, from the first, held fast to her belief in
lher son’s vocation, rejoined: “Imagine, my dear Louis, that Vincent
will be Pope and Joseph a Cardinal, and rest easy as to the future of
our children.”

OUTDOOR LIFE

The Countess ever took pleasure in participating with her pupils
in their outdoor sports and walks in the woods. In the springtime
together they gathered the sweet wild violets that grew on the moun-
tain side, and the roses that bloomed in profusion in their gardens.
She went with them of evenings to the vantage ground on the moun-
tains to view the sun as it disappeared beyond the Adriatic Sea,
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casting in grandeur -its departing rays over the Roman plain.
Wherever they chanced to be at the even hour, when the bells in the
churches rang out the Angelus, she stood with them in prayerful
attitude and repeated the Angelical Salutation. Can we imagine a
more beautiful picture?

Often, seated on a bench in the park, she would repeat to her chil-
dren traditions of the Pecci family. She had made a thorough study
of these, and so interesting were theyto the children that Vincent,
when he grew to manhood, decided to gather all available letters,
manuscripts, and data which he could find and embody them in a
family chronicle or, as we would say to-day, a chronology of the Pecci
family. This work, as we mentioned in the preceding chapter, is now
preserved in the Pecci palace at Carpineto.

The hours spent by the family underneath the canopy of heaven
were useful in giving a taste for outdoor exercise which Leo XIIL
made a rule of his life. In his declining years his one great joy was
to spend his hours of recreation in the gardens of the Vatican, watch-
ing the growth of plants and flowers.

TRAINING IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY

“There is one part of our training to which our parents devoted
much of their attention,” said Joseph on another occasion, referring
to the home days. “It was the work of developing sympathy in us
for one another, and extending that sympathy to other children with
whom we were permitted to associate. QOur parents fully understood
that real sympathy consisted in making life’s interests mutual; rejoic-
ing with the joyous, sorrowing with the sorrowful, and doing unto
others as we would have them do unto us.”

A common brotherhood is assuredly the distinctive mark of an
educated person, and the one great prerequisite for a religious, polit-
ical, and social leader. This object lesson, acquired in youth, became
the foundation stone manifested in Leo XIII. in behalf of all work-
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«ers, creating in him an appreciation of the true dignity of labor. It
is a well-known fact that he took real pleasure in extending a helping
hand to the working classes. That sympathy taught him at his
mother’s knee made him not only the strong defender of honest
toil, but the patron and supporter of art and literature.

“Love the poor, the orphan, and the aged, was a lesson taught us
‘by our mother,” said the Cardinal (Joseph Pecci) in his colloquial
reminiscences. “One day we were entering the Church of San
Lorenzo in Carpineto to assist at the celebration of the feast of a
patron saint. A few mendicants were seated in the vestibule, holding
alms boxes, in which the faithful put their offerings. Our mother
gave each of us a coin, saying, ‘Give it to the one you consider most
in need.” On this occasion Vincent singled out an old lady, and
'solemnly walked over to where she sat, half hidden behind a pillar.
‘With a charming smile of childish simplicity he deposited his piece of
money in her time-worn box. The aged woman’s face kindled with
pleasure as she exclaimed, ‘Thank you, my little signor, God will
reward you for this act of charity to an old woman. You will one day
become a great, a holy man, much admired and venerated in the
‘Church of God."”

The woman did not claim to be a prophetess, but her words were
prophetic nevertheless, for this child of benediction reached the very
zenith of human greatness and holiness. In a poem written by him-
self, entitled “Life and Fortunes,” Leo XIII. refers in the follow-
ing couplet to the happy days of his childhood:

A child—what happiness thy bosom fills
Beneath thy father’s roof, 'mid Lepine Hills.
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CHAPTER IV

COLLEGE LIFE AND EXPERIENCES

HEN the Countess Pecci saw that she could no longer conduct

the education of her sons, who she felt were divinely called to

an ecclestastical career, she took them to Viterbo, a city not far from

Rome, and placed them in the College of the Jesuits, where they-

entered upon a course of study embracing Latin, Italian and Greek.

Count Pecci, overcoming his early objections, yielded to the good;
judgment of his wife and freely consented to this step.

At this time Vincent was eight years of age, a bright, clever boy;,.
with a maturity of expression beyond his years. He had a refined
and intellectual face, and possessed a fascination in his remarkably
bright eyes, which made them in truth *“the windows of his soul.”
He was manly in his bearing, even at this tender age, and his great
capacity for absorbing knowledge made him the admiration of his.
companions, the majority of whom were his elders.

SEPARATION OF MOTHER AND SONS

The Countess suffered keenly as the result of the separation from:
her sons, and at one time it was thought her strength would not be-
equal to the sacrifice. Writing Canon Cavellucci, her spiritual’
adviser, she said, “The separation is a great trial to me; who knows.
whether I will be able to endure it? Can it be, God will not give me.
courage?”’ '

As time wore on the Countess became happily reconciled, and by
means of frequent correspondence kept in close touch with her boys..

To a relation she wrote, “The letters I am beginning to receive from:
53
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Viterbo are excellent. The boys are happy, and the Fathers are sat-
isfied with their work. I have a feeling that they will be a great
comfort to me. At present they are stopping at a villa a mile from
Viterbo, playing to their hearts’ content and eating well. I hope they
will remain in good health and do themselves credit.”

That they acquitted themselves to the most sanguine wishes of
their mother we have testimony in a letter written about this time to
the Countess by Father Ubaldini, rector of the college: “I well know
how great is a mother’s love, and I am not surprised to hear that the
separation has been most painful to you, but you can take consolation
in the thought that some day you will derive great joy from it, for so
excellent are the natures of the two boys entrusted to my care, that 1
anticipate for them a great future. I love them much, because they
are good and so early bearing the fruits of a wisely-directed
education.”

OVERWORK AND A SHORT VACATION

When Joseph and Vincent entered college each enjoyed excellent
health, but shortly Vincent began to show signs of decreasing
sstrength, owing to his close application to study. As he grew worse
instead of better, he was ordered home for a vacation. As a boy he
‘was a great walker and climber. Besides he was exceedingly fond of
birding, not only with guns but by means of nets. Indulging in these
sports with companions, and nursed by the watchful eye and tender
care of his mother, he soon regained his former vigor and returned
to school. ,

The rector of the college wrote shortly after to the Countess:
“Vincent recites admirably, and is quite a little angel. Joseph is
rather more lively, developing more into a first-class rogue; not that
I have any reason to complain of him, but he keeps me constantly on
the alert, and makes me stand sentry in spite of myself.
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“‘In a good education,” writes the illustrious Bishop of Orleans,
Monsignore Dupanloup, ‘The pupils’ very defects are often means of
strengthening character. Little by little these defects succumb to
virtue.” Let us hope that Joseph will demonstrate the soundness of
this theory, by becoming a mrodel of ecclesiastics and an honor to
the Church.”

TONSURATE AND MINOR ORDERS

In 1820 Countess Pecci took up her residence for a few months in
Rome in order to be near Vincent and Joseph. ‘

As they approached the turning-point in their lives, she appreciated
the fact that, if they were to adorn the life for which she had hoped,
no time should be lost in placing them in paths of safety. When
Vincent attained his eleventh year she wrote the papal delegate at
Viterbo as follows: ' '

Dear Monsignore: Permit me to make an humble request of you. I wish
to place my two sons in the Church, and to start them on their ecclesiastical
career. If later they do not wish to continue in_this path they will be at
liberty to follow their'own inclinations.

My husband requests me to say that it will also meet his wishes to havs
them accept the tonsure. Will you not give this satisfaction to their fathc,
and mother?

The rector’s answer is still preserved in the Pecci palace. The
following paragraph has been taken from it:

Nino and Peppino (pet names for Vincent and Joseph) are evidently
afraid of being the only boys in the school to wear the priestly collar and
capello and of being called Abbés by their playmates, but everything
will be all right in time. You will be satisfied with your sons; their conduct
is excellent, and their health is still better. In the meantime do not fail when
you write to urge upon them to reflect how necessary it is that there should
be clerics in the Pecci family in view of the benefices and prebends to which
their noble descent gives them a claim.
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Soon after Vincent wrote the following letter to his mother in an-
swer to a letter from her:

Viterbo, March 11, 1821.

Madame and Very Dear Mother: Your presents have pleased both me
and my brother very much. This mark of your attachment can only make us
strengthen our own for you, as it is our duty to do, in proportion to your
desire. Yes, we will do this, but we need your prayers to help us in order
that we give you full satisfaction, so grant us those prayers.

For some time you have kept us in hope that you would come and embrace
us, but the moment has not yet arrived. Imagine how sad your absence
makes us.

Images of saints, whoever they may be, will always be pleasing to us, but
the prettier they are the more we shall like them.

Remember me to papa ana others. Give me your blessing and let me kiss
your hand with tender affection, and sign myself,

Your most affectionate son,
VINCENT.

We glean from this letter that Vincent possessed inherent love for
the beautiful. Is it any wonder that Leo XIII. became the most dis-
tinguished patron of art of his time?

About this time Monsignore Lotti, who assisted at the distribution
of prizes at the college, having noted how the two Peccis conducted
themselves, wrote a letter full of comfort to the parents. Among
other things, Monsignore Lotti predicted a great future for them.
“These two boys, if the Lord preserves them in good health, will,” he
said, “be an honor to themselves, to their family and to their
country.”

In the Pecci collection is another letter, written to the Countess by
Vincent about this time. The following extract was taken from it:

Yesterday Monsignore, the delegate, invited Joseph and me to dinner.

After dinner he told us he had decided finally to confer clerical tonsures on
us. We were both surprised and hesitated a little. However, we did not
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neglect to recommend ourselves to Our Lord and the Blessed Virgin in order
to receive light to obey the will of God.

Vincent received his first communion on the 21st of June, the féte-
day of St. Louis Gonzaga. He celebrated the occasion by composing
a Latin sonnet in honor of the young saint, whom successive genera-
tions of pupils in the Jesuit colleges had been taught to hail as one
of the celebrated stars of the illustrious order. For many years the
sonnet was hidden among the archives of the Pecci palace. Some
years ago it was brought to light, and although much effaced by time
was placed, on the 22d of June, 1896, in the hands of Pope Leo XIII.
Leo slowly perused the verses, written exactly seventy-five years
previous. When at last he looked up a big tear had fallen upon the
time-stained paper, a tear perhaps no less precious in the sight of
God than was the smile of the youthful communicant as he penned
the sonnet nearly eight decades earlier.

The Countess, in writing to Count Pecci, on July sth, after Vin-
cent’s first communion, says:

I persuaded Vincent to put on the priest’s cassock and mantle. The
three-cornered hat suits him admirably. He hesitated at first but, like the
good boy that he is, he appeared very glad afterward. Joseph would have
put on clerical garb too, but he said it would be an unnecessary expense for
us, as he had resolved to be a Jesuit.

Thus was it permitted this noble woman to see, as through a glass

darkly, the fulfilment of her dream.

"EARLY SCHOLARSHIP

Every teacher at Viterbo soon discovered the superior traits of
character and genius in young Pecci, and bent all their energies
toward the cultivation of his splendid mind. It was here he formed
that exquisite taste for the Latin language, which men of letters so
much admire in the encyclicals of Leo XIII.

On one occasion the distinguished scholar, Father Vincent Pavani,

L
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S. J., made a visit to the college. This visit of his namesake
orompted Vincent Pecci, then a lad of twelve years, to write an
epigram in Latin, which has elicited much praise from Latin scholar<-
Nomine, Vincenti, quo tu, Pavane, vocaris,
Parvulus atque infans Peccius ipse vocor.

Quas es virtutes magnas, Pavane, secutus
O utinam possem Peccius ipse sequi.”

In English it is as follows:

Dear namesake, Vincent, from my nonage too,
-E’en as Pavani, Pecci bears that name;

Ah, that Pavani’'s wealth of merit too,
Following that Vincent’s light may Pecci claim.

Soon after he was elected to deliver a Latin oration on the subject
of “Political, Social and Religious Changes of the Century.” This
effort demonstrated to the faculty of the college his rare mental
endowments and won for him the “prize medal” for excellence.

Among other advantages Vincent embraced the opportunities
afforded him to walk in and around the historical city of Viterbo and
to visit its churches, libraries and museums. In a letter to his father
he wrote: “The students take a walk every afternoon on school days.
On Thursdays we have the entire day free, and some of us have made
a practice of visiting places of interest in and around Viterbo, wan-
dering among the Etruscan, Roman and mediaeval remains of this
ancient city.” .

THE MOTHER'S DEATH AND BURIAL

Vincent's last vacation to the old home with his mother was in
1823. The following year the Countess’ health declined to such an
extent that Count Louis took her to Rome that she might avail
herself of expert medical attention.

Despite the most careful precautions the disease developed
rapidly. Finding recovery impossible, Count Pecci sent for Josenh
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and Vincent. The revered wife and mother now realized that she
must leave those she loved. Her abiding faith and enlightened piety
stood by her to the last. She had long made her own will conform
in all things to the divine, and accepted the final announcement of
her confessor with perfect resignation.

She died on the sth day of August, 1824, blessed of God and
man, as do all who live for love and duty. Her body was
dressed in the brown habit and cord of the Franciscan Tertiaries,
and by them taken to the Observantine’s Church of the Forty
Martyrs, and buried amid the tears and prayers of her family, the
nobility and the poor of Rome. All had learned to love her as a
friend and benefactor. Count Pecci and his children were almost
inconsolable, the latter being quite old enough to estimate the
greatness of their loss.

Marking the spot where this noble woman was buried is a plain
marble slab which reads:

HERE LIES

ANNE, DAUGHTER OF ALEX. PROSPER],
OF CORI:

A mother to the poor,
Most devoted to her children,
A matron of the olden piety,

A model of domestic virtue,
Provident and generous.
Mourned by all good people
She departed this life
Aug. sth, 1824,

Aged g1 years, 7 months, 11 days.
To this dear and incomparable woman,
Her husband, Luigi Pecci,
And her weeping children
Have erected this monument.
Farewell, thou purest soul!
Rest in Peace!
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With saddened hearts Joseph and Vincent returned to college to
continue their studies.

THE NEW AIM

This first dark shadow to flit across Vincent'’s life had cast a gloom
over his spirits, which was not dispelled for months. He had loved
his mother with a passionate, yearning devotion. She had filled the
niche in his heart to the exclusion of everyone else. Father, brothers
and sisters he loved, but not with that same ardor as that which
bound him to his mother. Her constant solicitude for his welfare
and her concern for his moral, intellectual and spiritual advancement
had always been the “fire” which spurred him on toward greater
achievements.

Now that this incentive for heroic endeavor was gone—what was to
be his aim? Her cherished memory suggested continuance in present
methods. He accordingly resolved to”attain the heights defined by
her even though she had passed on to her reward.

A classmate of Vincent’s at Viterbo wrote of him shortly after his
election to the Pontificate: “I assure you that when he was at
Viterbo his clever mind and straightforward conduct made him a
great favorite. We were together in the class of humanities, and
though we fought each other [for the honors, we were always good
friends. He seemed the picture of goodness.

“At Rome he never had many intimate friends; he was most
retiring in his nature, and shunned sports and games. His world was
around his desk; science and learning were his paradise. He wrote
Latin prose and verse with marvelous ease and elegance.”

All of a sudden Vincent seems to have changed. His let-
ters, written mostly to his father, contain descriptions of the
country about Viterbo showing that he was taking a deep interest in
history. With others of his class he was wont to make the ascent of
the wooded heights, a two hours’ walk from the college, where a
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magnificent view of the Roman Campagna could be obtained. Writ-
ing about the scenery he said:

“This great undulating plain, which spreads on all sides around
Rome, is about one hundred miles in length, while its greatest breadth
from the mountains to the sea is thirty-five miles. It is bounded on
the north by the volcanic group that surrounds the Lake of Bracci-
ano, from whence one of the greatest water supplies comes by aque-
duct to the city of Rome. The Sabine Mountains surround, like an
amphitheater, the whole expanse of the Campagna to the northeast.

“In the foreground on the one side are the ruins of all that made
Rome once the ruler of the world, the city of the Caesars; on the
other are the churches, monasteries and palaces of the modern city,
the city of the Popes.

“In the chain of hills toward the southeast (the Alban Mountains)
is Mount Cavi, where was once a temple erected to Jupiter Latialis.
To the left is the great plain, celebrated in Roman history as the
position taken by Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, during the
siege of Rome. At the foot of Mount Cavi lies the village of Rocca
di Papa, the Pope’s Castle, supposed to mark the place mentioned by
Livy, where the Gauls were repulsed in their attack on Rome.

“Along the ranges of the Alban Hills is Tivoli, surrounded by
orange groves and vineyards. From this point the Arno flows into
the plain toward its junction with the Tiber, separating Latium from
the country of the Sabines.”

FINISHES COLLEGE AT VITERBO

To Vincent these historic scenes were fraught with deep meaning.
His interest in Roman history grew apace with-the visits to historic
grounds. The influence of the past gave impetus to his genius, and
we find him at the age of fifteen leading his class in the history of
Rome, already a master of Latin and Italian, and a Greek scholar of
wonderful promise. At the close of his school days in the college of
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Viterbo he was awarded first prize for a Latin oration and a Latin
poem.

Count Anthony Pecci, an uncle residing in the Muti palace, Rome,
had offered to reward his nephew, provided he carried off the honors
at college. Judging by a letter which Vincent wrote to his brother
Charles we infer he came out victorious. The following is an extract:
“As to the honors my poor efforts have obtained for me, not without
some trouble, you would please me very much by mentioning them to
papa and particularly to Uncle Anthony, who promised me a watch
on his word of honor.”



CHAPTER V

PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY

I N THE autumn of 1823, after the Roman College had been restored
and solemnly inaugurated by Leo XII., among the fourteen
hundred students who filled its halls, we find Joachim Vincent Pecci.
Joseph Pecci, impressed by his mother’s death, and attracted by -
thc lofty ideals of self-sacrificing virtue and zeal in the divine service,
followed by his Jesuit masters, had, with his father’s consent, cast his
lot with them and entered the novitiate at St. Andrew on the
Quirinal.

The Roman College, which enrolled among its students the name
of Joachim Pecci, was built in 1582 by Gregory XIII. This institution
of learning, sometimes known as the Gregorian University, was first
presided over by Jesuits brought from Spain by St. Ignatius. The
course of instruction embraced the study of humanities, the classics,
rhetoric, natural philosophy, astronomy, mathematics, philosophy and
theology. Attached to the college was the great Gregorian observa-
tory, once celebrated throughout Europe. Here was also a renowned
library and museum.

Among the distinguished professors who taught within its walls
from the time of Gregory XIII. to its confiscation by the Italian gov-
ernment, were Bellarmin, Saurez, de Lugo, a Lapide, Kircher,

. Tolomei, Boscovich, Maffei, Perrone, Secchi, Marchi, Tongiorgi and a
i host of others of the Jesuit order.
Nine Popes finished their philosophical and theological studies

under its roof: Gregory XV., Urban VIII, Innocent X., Clement
63
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I1X., Innocent XII., Clement XI., Innocent XIII., Clement XII., Leo
- XIIN.

THE SERIOUS, THOUGHTFUL STUDENT

Joachim Vincent, at the Roman College as at Viterbo, gave him-
self up to study. His enthusiasm was constantly fed, not only by
the genius of his masters, but by the prizes offered in order to
encourage perfection.

His vocation for the priesthood was a settled question; he had
brought with him from Viterbo and the tomb of his mother the true
spirit of a young candidate. He showed a complete detachment from
the world, a deep respect for his superiors, and a love of truth and all
things holy. He had acquired a taste for solitude and a reserve in
all his relations with the world. In every way he consecrated him-
self to the service of God. _

The Holy Scriptures were a matter of deep thought to him. He
gave a portion of each day to the reading of the inspired books. “I
find this my daily spiritual food,” he said.

He regularly visited the sanctuaries of Rome, and spent hours in
deep prayer and silent meditation before the Holy of Holies. His
classmates frequently urged upon him, after the fatigue of the class-
room, the necessity for relaxation in athletic sports. To these he
replied that “in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament he found
relaxation and recreation.”

When in attendance at the Roman College, he resided in the
Muti palace with his uncle, Anthony Pecci. It is said that his life
even out of school was that of a recluse, so closely did he give himself
to his studies. His expenses were light, consisting principally in the
purchase of books, or a cup of coffee made by an old retainer of his
father's formerly at Carpineto, which he obtained by walking to the
Piazza di Spagna. It may seem strange that one so young should
give himself up to such self-denial, yet it is not strange that Joachim
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Vincént Pecci should, for he was taught from his earliest years to
revere and love the teachings of the humble sons of Loyola. The
apostolic virtues, the eminent learning and the still more eminent
holiness of the life of the first'generation of the restored Jesuits, who
were his instructors at Viterbo, as well as at Rome, together with the
noble examples of Pius VII. and Leo XII., were more than enough
to inspire and direct a nature already religiously inclined.

FIRST HONORS IN THE ROMAN COLLEGE

During these years the young man earnestly endeavored to grasp
the full significance of the political, social and religious changes tak-
ing place on every side. We have proof_of this in a Latin oration
which he wrote and afterward delivered before the assembled
students and faculty at the end of his first year of rhetoric. He took
for his subject, “Pagan Rome as Compared with Christian Rome.”
In the oration he referred to the moral and religious triumph of the
Holy See. It was a grand tribute to Pius VII.'s quiet, unflagging
zeal in defense of the Holy See as against Napoleon’s military
despotism.

The honor of delivering this oration was due to the fact that the
speaker had won the prize of excellence in its composition. All stu-
dents of the class were expected to write a prose composition.
Joachim’s was so excellent that he was called upon to deliver it.

SECOND AND THIRD HONORS IN THE ROMAN COLLEGE

More remarkable was his success in Latin verse. The rule for
those who aspire for the prize of excellence in Latin verse was, that
they should, within the space of six hours and without any outside
help, write a certain number of Latin hexameters on a specified topic.
On a special occasion the subject given was the “Feast of Bel-
shazzar.” Young Pecci produced, in the time allowegi, one hundred
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and twenty verses, all of such unquestionable excellence that the
prize was unanimously awarded to him.

The above, however, were not his only triumphs; to him were
awarded also the first honors in Greek.

The masterpieces of ancient classic literature were, and must ever
be, the most perfect models of literary composition. To public and
professional men of every clime and nationality whose sphere of influ-
ence is speech, oral or written, a perfect mastery not only of one’s own
language, but of that of the masters’ is indispensable. And experi-
ence has demonstrated that in our own day, as in the past, the men
who, in church and state, are the leaders of their fellowmen, like a
Newman, a Gladstone, and a Leo XIII., are men who have most
assiduously cultivated classic literature of the ancients.

FOURTH HONORS IN THE ROMAN COLLEGE

But this is not all. In the printed list of prizes in physics and
chemistry in the College of Rome at the end of the scholastic year
1828, Joachim Pecci’s name is mentioned for the first prize. In con-
nection with this it is interesting to note that among the faculty of
science in the Roman College at this time were such men as John
Baptist Pianciani and Andrea Carafa, scientists of European fame.

FIFTH HONORS IN THE ROMAN COLLEGE

Other honors were still awaiting him at the close of the third year
in logic, metaphysics and ethics. His acknowledged ability caused
him to be selected to defend certain “theses” against all objectors. It
was a rule at the Roman College that this must be done in the most
public manner. These “theses” were always chosen from the subject-
matter of three years’ work, and in reality embraced the entire field
of philosophy. This honor was the highest that could be conferred
in a university career upon a student. Joachim at this time was in his
twentieth year.
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Disputations on philosophy, canon law, theology, etc., have always
been held as important in a college course, and especially in the
Roman College. They were most characteristic of the mediaeval uni-
versities, and were adopted by the Jesuits in their schools as a power-
ful stimulus in attaining excellence in philosophy and theology.

These “academical tournaments,” as they were called, were
frequented by the very élite of Roman society, and by the most
learned men and highest dignitaries. Even the Pope and his court,
as well as the Cardinals, lent their presence. ,

It required both uncommon ability and uncommon courage in a
student to face such an assembly, not to mention the fact of replying,
during six entire hours, to puzzling and unexpected questions and
objections, put forth by men versed in all the intricate matters relat-
ing to philosophy and theology. Yet Joachim Pecci was not feazed.
He threw himself into the work with habitual ardor. To fail now
would be to disappoint himself and all_his professors. That must
never be. In this connection we must remember he had not, how-
ever, at this time gotten over the effect of the gastric fever which
brought him to death’s door at Viterbo as a result of overwork. The
mental excitement, anxiety and fatigue were beginning to be visible in
the face, and most pronounced upon the physique, yet he was deter-
mined to make the test. Just then the Pecci family physician, learn-
ing the cause of overwork and knowing Joachim’s nature, stepped to
the front and prohibited Joachim’s exposure to the trying ordeal.
His professors and classmates were disappointed, yet being convinced
of his mastery of the situation, acquiesced in the decision. An attes-
tation of Pecci’s worth in connection with the proposed contest was
put in writing and placed in his hands. The document is still care-
fully preserved in the Pecci palace. The translation reads as follows:

Roman College of the Society of Jesus.

We hereby attest that the distinguished young Joachim Vincent Pecci
has studied philosophy in this Gregorian University during three years, and
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that his proficiency therein was such that in the judgment of the faculty, he
was chosen as fit to maintain a public disputation on a selection of theses
from the entire philosophical curriculum at the clese of the year 1829. But
inasmuch as he has been prevented by illness from so doing we desire to bear
witness to the fact itself by this written attestation, and bestow on a youth of
such excellent promise the honor and praise he deserves.
Given in the Roman College, Oct. 30, 1830.
Francis MaANERa, S. .,
Prefect of Studies.

HIGH REGARD FOR PROFESSORS

- The regard held by the professors at Rome for Joachim Pecci was
no less than that which Pecci held for his teachers. We find in print,
above his signature, a fine tribute to the memories of his old profes-

sors: ) . _
What time Manera's brilliant mind

And brains with richest knowledge fraught,
In draughts of learning, crystal pure,
God'’s truth and wisdom taught.

What counsel wise, what generous aid,
A prince in Rome’s bright purple lent

To shape thy manhood’s young emprise!
Sala the good and eloquent.

At the end of athree years’ course in philosophy, while still attend-
ing the Roman College, he was appointed repetitor in the German-
Hungarian Seminary. The early teaching assisted in shaping his
life. He was never too young to see or too old to learn the bearing
which the present had on the past and its relation to the future. He
was always sure of his ground, knew whereon he stood, and what
course next to pursue.

NO TIME FOR SOCIETY OR AMUSEMENT

Abbé Bertrin, referring to Joachim Pecci in his work on “Great
Catholics,” says: “During Joachim Pecci's studies he had neither
society nor amusement. His desk was his world; scientific investiga-
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tion was his paradise. As Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus before
him, the only roads he knew were those that led to church and school.
There was only one way to lure Joachim Pecci out of these chosen
paths, and that was to put him on the track of some rare books.”

Showing how true Abbé Bertrin was in judgment of Pecci, we
quote from an old letter Joachim wrote his father April 18, 1827: “I
thank you infinitely for the money you have been so good as to send
me. Like what I have had from you before, it will not be used for
anything except the purchase of some good book. I may mention
that my little library has been increased by about twenty volumes
during the present year.”

In a letter to his brother, John Baptist, written about the same
time, he said: “I heard that Pope Pius VIII. stayed at our house at
Carpineto when he was vicar-general under Mgr. Devoti, Bishop of
Anagni. If this were a fact it would be a fitting thing to record the
happy event on the walls of our house. Find out if this is so; papa
would remember it.”

VACATION SPORTS

The plans for Joachim’s holidays were the same year after year.
He was as passionately fond of shooting as he was in love with study.
Shooting was his only holiday amusement, just as study was his sole
object throughout his scholastic year. He wrote to his brother,
John Baptist, from Rome, September 12, 1828: “Do you think it
would be well to send me the gunlock which I used last October,
before I return to Carpineto? It seemed to be rather defective. 1
will have it cleaned and put in good order.” Six days later, writing
again, he said: “Many thanks for sending me so quickly the gun-
lock. I shall have it cleaned by the burnisher, as it seems rather stiff
and rusty. Thanks for your warning about gunsmiths; they might,
as you say, play us one of their tricks, such as palming off an inferior
gun instead of our own. Thanks also for your reminder to buy
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powder and shot in Rome, and to get the best quality as cheaply as
possible. This is just what I intended to do.”

While on this subject perhaps it would please our readers to know
that an old inhabitant of Carpineto, named Salvagni, frequently a
companion of Joachim Pecci’s sporting exploits, often related to
tourists the good times he enjoyed with Vincent Pecci when a young
man. As he advanced in years he complained that the Pope was no
longer the jovial sportsman of yore. He said, “In bygone days we
were all up with the dawn and each clambered up the hills to get to
the hunting grounds first. Ser Nino would even venture on the
highest slopes where less brave ones feared to follow. How many
times have we seen the last rays of the sun gild our footsteps on these
heights, whilst the villages beneath gradually faded away in smoke.

“And now-a-days Ser Nino, or Leo XIII., as we pompously call
him, is the greatest man in the world, but the dome of St. Peter’s is
quite big enough to overshadow his prison of a palace, and long
before nightfall, too! I pity him indeed!

“Do you know how long it is since the Pope visited his birthplace?

“We have not seen Ser Nino since he came here on September 30,
1857, and left us on November 2d of the same year. When I went to
meet him at Montelanico with all the sportsmen of the district I fired
what was my last salute in his honor. I was called up to load his gun,
and he fired at a quail, but missed it altogether. That was his last
shot. His gun is at Carpineto, held as a relic only. When we are
asked to pray for him in church I do it readily, for I think what an
unhappy Pope he must be, yet I can’t forgive him for not being the
jovial sportsman he once was.

“One day,” continued the garrulous veteran, “when neither Ser
Nino or I had a hair on our chins, we were out snaring larks with a
net. He leant far over the edge of the big ravine you see yonder to
stretch one of the cords, and rolled right down to the bottom. I laugh
now when I think of him tumbling through the rosemary and long
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grass growing on its bank. He was not hurt, and got out easily
enough with the help of a stick I extended. He was rather ruffled,
and jumping on to the road safe and sound, exclaimed, ‘When I am
Pope I will have a bridge built here.” Pope is right enough, but the
bridge isn’t built yet. It doesn’t do to commit yourself, you see. You
may not be able to keep your word.”

The above words by an old-time peasant show better than the
most eloquent diction possibly could the character and nature of
Leo XIII. Evidently a philosopher was old Salvagni.

PIOUS ACTS IN CARPINETO

He was fond of visiting the church of Our Lady of Annunciation
at some distance from the town, and in which was a painting of the
Madonna held in great veneration. He thereupon resolved to place
on record the memory of these facts, selected’a monumental stone,
fashioned it, and wrote out the following inscription, which he cut
into the slab himself. The translation is as follows:

To Holy Mary
The Mother of God, saluted by the Angel,
This Temple
Which, placed lower down near a stream,
was then less conspicuous,
Caietan Pasquali,
The ground being given by the Pecci family
And the money made up by the Carpinetians, °
Here in a loftier and pleasanter place
Erected :
A.D. 1777.

It was his custom to pay the homage of his devotion to the incar-
nate God, and then to rest himself in the shady portico of the church.
A GIFTED THEOLOGIAN

After a well spent vacation, in which, thanks to the mountain air,
Joachim regained his wonted vigor, he returned to Rome to enter
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theology in the Roman College. Eminent Jesuit professors were in
charge, names handed down to this day, such as the Belgian Van
Everbroeck, the American Anthony Kollman, Perrone and Pairigi
and others. The last lived to see his pupil elevated to the Pontifi-
cate, and it was a touching sight when the old professor knelt to
receive his pupil's apostolic blessing.

A perfect classical scholar, an able philosopher, no wonder that he
soon proved himself a gifted theologian; and yet it would have been
glory enough for the youth of twenty to have held a place among
the lesser lights of that brilliant cluster of students, who came from
many lands to listen to the lectures in the Gregorian University. His
first year in divinity was crowned by such a triumphant success that
it fully compensated him for his accidental failure at the close of his
philosophical studies. Day by day his little star grew larger until its
light shone fairer than the brightest there. His superiority was
openly confessed when he was appointed, at the end of the third term
of theology, to defend all the theses explained in that year. The day
is always an eventful one in the Eternal City. The great hall of the
Aula Maxima in the Roman Collegi was on that occasion filled with
cardinals, prelates, dignitaries and nearly all the professors in Rome.

Joachim Pecci had three treatises assigned to him for disputation,
viz., “Indulgences,” “The Sacraments of Holy Orders” and “Extreme
Unction.” Three opponents were appointed beforehand, whose
business it was to argue against him and offer knotty points for
solution. Pecci’s success in this affair is chronicled in the Diary of
the university thus: “The young man displayed such ability that it
"~ would seem great things are in store for him.”

When at last he closed his school career he had full command of
all he had ever seen or learned; he was as perfect as education can
make a man, and needed only experience to crown the theoretical
knowledge of books.

Nor had his books made him a dreamer; what he knew of the
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past he was able to apply practically to the progress of the present.
He was a citizen of the world, could discuss with diverse tongues the
best thoughts of the ages. When dignities and offices fell upon him
he could bear them gracefully and manfully.

THE JUBILEE OF 1825

The year 1825, the same year that JoachimPecci entered the Roman
College, was made memorable by the proclamation of a jubilee, the
first to take place during a period of fifty years. This jubilee was
during the Pontificate of Leo XII. The Catholics of the world
eagerly embraced the opportunity afforded them of the blessings of
the holy season. In Rome the jubilee year is the occasion of signal
favors. Pilgrims assemble from all parts of the world to pay homage
to Christ's Vicar on earth. |

Leo XII.’s great soul was deeply moved, and in a sense comforted,
by the throngs of pilgrims from all countries who visited the Eternal
City. He set the example of unaffected piety, by visiting the privi-
leged churches of the city, joining with his own people and the
pilgrims of every land in supplicating the divine mercy in behalf of
the needs of the Christian world.

These were days which made strong impressions on the young
and pure soul of Joachim Pecci. The fact that Leo XII., after the
proclamation of the jubilee, was stricken ill and hope for his recovery
almost abandoned, and the news that the crisis was passed and he
was convalescent, was enough to make all the Catholic world rejoice
and feel that God was working in their behalf. Leo XII. had a
perfect consciousness of the spirit and”tendencies of the nineteenth
century. He saw the disorders which had fallen upon the states of
the Church during the long, sad years which closed the life of his
predecessor, Pius VII. He had seen the manifold and urgent needs
in the Church itself; he had displayed the zeal of a saint and the
energy of a Supreme Pastor during his all too brief Pontificate. He
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had borne his part in the sufferings and sorrows of Pius VII., thrown
his whole energy into reorganizing the administration of the ecclesi-
astical government, had restored order, discipline and observances in
the monastic bodies, and had created graded schools in the Church.
Leo XII., pale and emaciated, brought back from death’s door by a
miracle, went from church to ‘church, from hospital to hospital,
reciting penitential psalms and prayers. In this way the Common
Father of Christendom taught his people how to turn away the
divine anger from the earth.

All Rome imitated the example of the Supreme Pastor. On one
occasion 5,000 students; with their respective professors, imitated the
touching precedent set them by the Holy Father, and made the
pilgrimage 'in a body to the seven Basilicas, ending with St. Peter's.
These young men of all nations were then ushered into the Belvidere
Court, in the Vatican, where Leo XII., appearing on the balcony,
imparted a blessing to them. Following this, Joachim Pecci was
chosen to head a deputation of students and present to the
Sovereign Pontiff an address of thanks. This was gratefully acknowl-
edged by his Holiness, who was especially pleased to see the young
ecclesiastic make the address in so scholarly a manner.

A CLEVER ANECDOTE

When Leo XII. died, in 1829, Joachim Pecci mourned his demise
as a child would that of a parent. Pius VIII. succeeded Leo XII. An
anecdote is told of the early life of these two Pontiffs, which we relate
as indicative of their characters. In the city of Osimo, near Loretto,
a grand procession was organized, in which the students of the col-
leges and seminaries took part. Two young acolytes, about fifteen
years old, each carrying a silver candlestick, walked on either side of .
the cross-bearer. They were of the illustrious families Della Genga
and Castiglioni. A dispute arose between them during the proces-
sion, and from words they proceeded to blows, using the candlesticks
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as weapons. Though they were speedily separated, Casfiglioni got in
a blow on Della Genga’s head that rendered the latter insensible.
Fifty years later Leo XII. (Della Genga) opened the jubilee of 182s.
The Cardinal Grand Penitentiary (Castiglioni) presented him with a
silver hammer, with which to strike the first blow on the closed door,
known as the Jubilee Door in St. Peter’s Church. Leo XII. said to
the Cardinal, with a smile, as he handed back the hammer, “Your
" Eminence, it is just fifty years ago to-day that you offered me a silver
instrument in a much less gracious manner.” “I remember, your
Holiness, the fact,” answered Cardinal Castiglioni, “and I hope you

have forgiven me long ago.” Cardinal Castiglioni was the successor
of Leo XII. in the chair of St. Peter as Pius VIII.



CHAPTER VI

PRELATE OF PAPAL HOUSEHOLD AND ORDINATION

AT THE age of twenty-two, Joachim Pecci had completed his

theological studies, and found himself called on to decide
upon a particular field of labor in the Church. Having already con-
cluded to join the secular priesthood, he was obliged to choose
between parochial duty at Carpineto or a career in the administrative
service of the Holy See.

Unable to determine this important step alone, he sought counsel
with his father and Count Muti, his uncle, both of whom advised him
to cast his lot with those Churchmen engaged in the civil or religious
government of the Church. He finally resolved upon the course
advised by his relatives. In order to properly equip himself for the
duties of his career, he entered upon a course of training in the Acad-
emy of Noble Ecclesiastics. This institution was famed throughout
the world for its very superior training in the practical administration
of affairs in the diplométic service of the pontifical government.

ENTRANCE TO UNIVERSITY SAPIENZA

While pursuing his studies here, he also availed himself of the lec-
tures delivered by world-renowned professors in the University of
the Sapienza. This celebrated seat of learning was founded by Pope
Innocent IV. in 1244, for the study of ecclesiastical and civil law.
It was enlarged by Boniface VIII. in 1295, who added a theological
school. In 1310, it was further enlarged and endowed by Clement V.
with classes in philosophy. Subsequent Pontiffs bestowed upon this

institution special patronage and endowments, until it became one of
76
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the most celebrated universities in Europe. The name, Sapienza,
was derived from the inscription over the main entrance, “/nztzum
sapientiae timor Domini.”

In 1825, Pope Leo XII. reorganized the Sapienza, as he did the-
Gregorian University, and placed it under the direction of the Con-
gregation of Studies, and appointed a rector at the head. It
embraced five distinct faculties, distributed among the schools of
theology, law, medicine, natural philosophy and philology. Its
professors numbered forty-two, five of whom were attached to the
school of theology, seven to that of law, thirteen to the college of
medicine, and eleven to the department of natural philosophy and
philology. Later it was supplemented with a school of practical
engineering.

Connected with the university was the magnificent library
founded by Pope Alexander VII., and enlarged by Leo XII. It con-
tained a museum of geological, zoological and anatomical specimens,
a school of fine arts, embracing painting, sculpture, architecture, dec-
orative painting, anatomy, mythology, and costume.

We can readily understand the motives which prompted Joachim
Pecci to undertake so extensive a course of study, in schools of
such renown. He was fitting himself for future work in a field
which required the perfection of detailed technical and practical edu-
cation in all branches of human endeavor. He could not, of course,
foresee in just what orbit his personal planet would revolve, but he
was sufficiently intelligent to appreciate the fact that the better
equipment mentally that he could bring to his work, the greater must
necessarily be his measure of success in any position of trust and
responsibility to which he might be assigned. For three years he
applied himself to arduous study, struggling with the most profound
problems of civil and canon law. He was fortunate in having for
instructor at this period the illustrious Cardinal Joseph Anthony
Sala, one of the most brilliant scholars and literary authorities of the
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age. The Cardinal was not slow to discover in Joachim Pecci unusual
mental attainments and rare executive ability.

The young student’s natural aptitude for solving intricate intel-
lectual problems, his intense application to study, and exceptional
reasoning powers brought him prominently to the front in a very
short time.

AGAIN DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF

At the completion of his term of study he distinguished himself
by securing the highest honors of his class, and a prize in money,
amounting to sixty sequins, or about one hundred and thirty-two dol-
lars in our currency. The prescribed method for attaining this honor
was by competition, all students being obliged to present a thesis on
a subject chosen by the prefect of study. One hundred topics, cov-
ering the course of instruction, were chosen by the professors, from
which the Cardinal Prefect selected one, which was announced to the
class. On this occasion the subject was: “Immediate Appeals to the
Roman Pontiff in Person.”

At the expiration of the appointed time Joachim Pecci, in com-
pany with his classmates, brought in his dissertation for examination,
and after mature and careful scrutiny by the faculty his effort was
proclaimed the most masterful of the number presented. The treat-
ment of the subject matter, the strong, vigorous phraseology, as well
as the keen, thoughtful, comprehensive analysis of the various phases
of the question, displayed in the composition, easily won for him the
honors. This youthful effort of the erudite exemplar of the twentieth
century's dawn was often referred to by his classmates and teachers,
all of whom testified to his modest, retiring yet scholarly demeanor.
Among thosc who witnessed this particular triumph was Dr. Kirby,
for fifty years rector of the Irish College in Rome. In speaking of
the event many years afterward, he said:

“I was not personally acquainted with Monsignore Pecci at the
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time, and did not make his acquaintance till long afterward, when he
was Cardinal Bishop of Perugia. Then meeting him one day in the
Vatican, I made bold to introduce myself,—not a very difficult task, for
nothing could exceed the affability and unaffected goodness of his
Eminence. After exchanging the first sentence required by courtesy
I asked if he were the same distinguished young jurist who bore off
the prize on ‘Appeals to the Supreme Pontiff in Person.” He replied
that he was, and I told him that I had come, after a long lapse of
years, to do homage to him as my successful competitor in that contest.

“It was a very pleasant introduction, as the eminent Prelate,
renowned throughout all Italy for his learning, his eloquence, and his
many virtues, cheerfully recalled the academical struggles of long ago,
when he, a young man, contended for so paltry a sum of money.
After the death of Pope Pius IX.and the elevation to the papal chair
of Cardinal Pecci,” Dr. Kirby went on, “I happened to be in the
Vatican, to pay homage on a certain occasion to his Holiness. ‘Holy
Father, I said, ‘I have found the dissertation you were inquiring
about, among my papers.’ ‘

‘“‘Have you indeed? he asked. ‘Well, I should like very much to
see it, and you must publish it.’

“Thus it was that my little pamphlet first saw the light.

‘““But,” continued Dr.'Kirby, “you can see in this little trait, the
charming humility and simplicity of the Pope’s character. To those
with  whom he is acquainted personally, or who are in any way
admitted to his intimacy, he is, on the throne, what he was fifty years
ago,—a man utterly devoid of self-consciousness and self-seeking.”

DEATH OF FERDINAND

His studies being completed, he went once more to reside with his
uncle at the Muti palace, and while there prepared for the reception
of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. His brother Ferdinand also lived
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with his uncle. In 1830, when Ferdinand was nineteen years of age,
he was stricken with a contagious disease, which soon developed
malignant symptoms, and threatened danger to those about him.
Tenderly attached to his brother, Jeachim refused to leave his bed-
side. He viewed with alarm the increasing virulence of the malady,
and on the 14th of November, 1830, he wrote to his brother, John
Baptist: '

“I have to convey to you sad news. Ferdinand, who has just
recovered from a serious illness which attacked him at the beginning
of this month, has been stricken by a dangerous malady. The symp-
toms are so aggravating that a fatal termination is feared. The
violent convulsions make the bed shake, and it takes several persons
to hold the patient down. All remedies have proven useless and the
disease increases in violence. Poor child! It is so hard to see him
suffer, and not be able to help him. Uncle Anthony and I have not
left him a moment, but he does not recognize us! His eyes are fixed,
and he appears in his last agony. What will be the result to our dear
brother? He has received the last sacraments. Alas, I cannot over-
come the grief that oppresses me, but I beg of you to look after
father.”

Death came to relieve the sufferer. We learn from a letter writ-
ten to John Baptist shortly after, what Joachim Pecci’s feelings were
on the occasion. The letter dated December 14, 1830, says:

“‘I loved him, and it is for that reason that I shall follow him into
the region of the living, and will not leave him until by tears and
prayers he is placed on the mountain of the Lord, where his merits
call him, where there is life eternal, where no corruption exists, no
contagion, no mourning, no grief, no association with the dead, a
veritable region of the living, in which the mortal body puts on
immortality, and the corruptible, incorruptibility.” So spoke St.
Ambrose at the death of Theodosius, and grief compels me to speak
in like manner. I have decided to retire for eight days to the Mon-
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astery of Sts. John and Paul, and propose to start the day after to-mor-
row, Thursday.”

REFERENDARY TO THE COURT OF SEGNATURA

Gregory XVI,, always quick to note special talents in aspirants
for diplomatic honors, had for some time been watching the career
of young Pecci. He evinced toward him a kind of paternal interest,
and determined to put to use his valued talents whenever a suitable
occasion presented itself. On March 16, when Joachim was but
twenty-six years of age, he was appointed Referendary to the Court
of Signatura, with the title of Prothonotary Apostolic, an appoint-
ment which indicated that the Holy Father had discovered in him
rare administrative ability. A little later he was assigned to a posi-
tion among the prelates of the Congregation of Good Government
(d7 Boun Governo), a department concerned with the financial admin-
istration of the dependencies of the papal government.

In this capacity Monsignore Pecci was under the control of his old
instructor and friend, Cardinal Sala, who was not only happy but
eager to welcome the clever student, and do his utmost to promote
him. In a letter to his brother Charles at Carpineto, dated July 3,
1837, Joachim mentions the fact that his success has been pronounced,
and confides to his relative the pride he felt at being the means of
winning honors for the family name. The tone of this letter
acknowledges his ambition to rise in the pontifical service. The sim-
plicity and openly expressed pleasure at being honored by those in
authority is charming. He writes:

“Your letter of the 1st inst. gave me the utmost pleasure, and your
prognostications of my advancement were a great comfort to me.
With all the sincerity I am accustomed to use in my affairs, and
especially in regard to my relatives, I can assure you that, since the
day on which, to meet my father's wishes, I entered upon my present
career, I have had but one object in view—to devote all my energies
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in following a praiseworthy line of conduct, with the purpose of
advancing in the pontifical service, so that whatever honor and
credit is obtained, may redound to the credit of our family, which
has, thank God, hitherto not been without honor. In achieving this
purpose I believe I shall simply fulfill my father’s expectations, which
it will be my care never to disappoint as long as I live. Young as I
am I cannot fail to do credit to my family, if my conduct is irre-
proachable, and if I have powerful protectors. These two conditions
are indispensable in Rome, as you know, to safe and rapid advance-
ment. Although I have been a prelate only five months I have
already made the first step upward. You will, no doubt, be glad to
hear that Cardinal Sala has openly taken me under his protection, and
that I have gained the good will, assuredly undeserved, of the two
secretaries of state. The Sovereign Pontiff himself regards me with
favor, and I had a further proof of this yesterday during an audience
in which his Holiness, whom I begged to accept my grateful thanks,
received me with special kindness and condescension.”

HEROISM DISPLAYED BY MONSIGNORE PECCI

In 1837 the cholera scourge overtook Europe. Every province in
the southern peninsula yielded up its thousands of victims. In the
Eternal City the ravages of the plague were fearful. Hospitals were
everywhere fitted up to receive the patients. The priests visited and
cared for them. Even the great teaching orders, notably the Jesuits,
laid aside their books and ministered to the spiritual and temporal
needs. The Holy Father delegated Cardinal Sala to superintend all
the hospitals in Rome. It became Monsignore Pecci's duty to assist
in the task of caring for the sick. Here he proved himself invalu-
able, not only as an aid to the Cardinal, but to the plague-stricken
people who came within range of his voice and pressure of his hand.
He seemed forgetful of self, which was the admiration of those with
whom he labored. Cardinal Sala was deeply impressed with the
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heroic virtues of the young theologian, and later recalled the deeds
which in this time of need manifested themselves.

During these visits Joachim Pecci came in contact with many
of his former teachers, the Jesuits. In a letter written September 17,
1837, he speaks of their self-sacrifice on this occasion:

“Not one of the Fathers has been attacked by the dreadful epi-
demic, though they are constantly among the patients in all parts of
the city, night and day. You will be glad to learn that our brother
Joseph is on duty at all times. He no sooner celebrated his first
mass, August 27, than he commenced immediately to exercise his
priestly calling with great charity and zeal, hearing confessions,
assisting and encouraging the poor cholera patients, and praying at
the bedside of the dying. Promptly on hand at every call, he is out
all day, and I can only have a few minutes’ interview with him and
kiss his anointed hand.”

ORDAINED AS PRIEST

About this time Monsignore _Ioachim‘Pecci was notified to prepare
for Holy Orders. He had attained his twenty-eighth year, the age
established by Church law for aspirants to be ordained. Accordingly
on the 17th of November, 1837, he presented himself for the Minor
Orders in the Chapel of St. Stanislaus,'the Jesuits’ Novitiate, on the
Quirinal. One week later, in the same place, he was ordained
deacon, and a month afterward, the final ceremony admitting him to
the priesthood was performed by Cardinal Charles Prince Ode-
scalchi. During the ordinations he was assisted by his brother Joseph
in the presence of his relatives and friends.

CELEBRATED FIRST MASS

The morning of January 1, 1838, which ushered in a new year,
Monsignore Pecci celebrated his first mass, in the presence of his
beloved father and family. His fondest hopes had now been realized,
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but amid his exultant joy lurked one regret—there was one desired
form missing from those who came forward to congratulate him.
The occasion of his elevation to the priesthood, which had been from
his infancy the dream of his beloved mother, was without her pres-
ence. The Te Deum of the auspicious January 1, 1838, was followed
by a De Profundis for the repose of his departed parent, who though
denied the earthly sight of the august scene, was no doubt privileged
to view the ceremony from her celestial abode.

Monsignore Pecci was now eligible to any position in the priest-
hood. Cardinal Sala used his influence to secure his appointment to
the Congregation of the Propaganda. Father Picirillo, of the Society
of Jesus, in his “Life of Pope Leo XIII.,” mentions the fact of Pecci's
advancement in these words:

“The deep piety, the quick and ready talent, the profound erudi-
tion and noble bearing of the young priest soon won for him the .<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>