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JESUS BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN.

¢ Heo, " eays Jesus Christ, * that shall receive one such little child like these
in My namc, receiveth Me.

INTRODUCTION.

THE SAINTS IN HISTORY; MISSION OF BLESSED JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE.

WiLL the day ever come when history will be written by the lives
of the Saints, not merely the religious history of souls, but the polit-
ical history of peoples, whose true leaders have been the Saints? For
it is the Saints, and the Saints only, who see through the affairs of
this world; it is they whose words, once uttered, keep on reverber-
ating for ever; whose passage amongst men is not obliterated by
the ever-moving wave of time; the Saints, and the Saints only, real-
ize fully the designs of Providence on this world.

Instead of working on the outside, the Saints work within. They
transform souls : first, their own, then, by their example, the souls
around them, and finally, by their writings, those of generations yet
unborn, thus exercising an undying influence on civilization.

Is it possible to ignore these great principles in France? Is there
any other principle that can lead it through the maze of thage facts
that make up its national history? At every epoch, a Saint appears,
and rises above his contemporaries : he sees farther than they do; he
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2 INTRODUCTION.

judges all things from a higher stand - point. A strange blessing
follows upon his every word and action. When time has swept
away the achievements of his contemporaries, his works remain, and
contribute to the greatness of his country. The history of Christian
France begins with St Denis, and is carried on uninterruptedly to
our day. We have first the Martyrs, who plant the faith with their
blood ; the Doctors, who defend it by their writings; the Solitaries,
who go forth into the desert to practice its precepts and its counsels.
In the fourth century, St Martin evangelizes the semi-barbarous
people around him, and astonishes them by his miracles. In the
fifth century, St Genevieve saves this same people by her prayers.
Then Clovis advances with his Franks, and his wife, a saint, converts
him; a saintly Bishop baptizes him, and with him his whole army.
Thus was born France, the great Christian nation, and the sign of
the sacrament will never disappear from her brow. Innumerable
Saints soon arise on all sides, like so many new stars in the firma-
ment : saintly Bishops, founders of dioceses; saintly Monks, whose
cells are destined to be the cradles of many of our towns; saintly Vir-
gins and Widows, whose traditions are as the fountain whence the
women of France have ever since drawn their virtues. Here, we
have St Gregory of Tours, who writes the first Christian annals of
the nation; there we see St Radegonde, the great Queen of the sixth
century, who casts off the royal purple to clothe herself in the
monastic habit; in the seventh century, we have St Eloi, St Owen,
St Faron, St Leger, ministers and councillors of Kings, and after
them St Bathilde, the slave who became a Queen, and the Queen who
became a Saint.

Then comes the age of Charlemagne, and the heroic foundations
of a Christian constitution are laid in Europe. In the tenth century,
when the Carlovingian royalty is crumnbling to pieces, Odilon, Abbot
and law-maker of Cluny, is raising monasteries where whatsoever
deserves not to perish of the civilization of that period will be pre-
served. In the eleventh century, we see St Bruno choosing the
mountain solitudes of Grenoble in preference to the canonry of
Rheims. In the twelfth century stands forth St Bernard, the apostle
of the Crusades, to be followed in the thirteenth by St Louis, the
ideal type of the Christian King, and the patron of French royalty.

It would be impossible to enumerate the names and the works of
all the Saints of France. Open its national history at every page,
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and in every century, you will find the Saint that has stamped it
with the seal of his genius and his virtues. And outside these
giants, the lustre of whose fame defies alike the ingratitude of man-
kind and the hatred of the ungodly, we find a countless multitude
of obscure labourers whose names are known only to God. The
work they did is forgotten, but the result of that work remains.
Faith had to be dropped seed by seed into souls. For this, thousands
of sowers were needed, and they were found, and sent forth scatter-
ing the seed, and transmitting their unfinished task from gener-
ation to generation; some working singly under the inspiration of
grace, others working in groups; some devoting themselves to
evangelizing the poor, others to nursing the sick, others again to
teaching the children of the people. Those who wanted help called
in their brethren, who answered the appeal, and modestly set 1o do
the task allotted them, accepting direction. Thus were founded
those innumerable religious families who, despite a hundred years
of revolution and persecution, are still ploughing and tilling the
soil of France.

‘We are about to relate the origin of one of those religious fami-
lies, one of the humblest in its aim, one of the most powerful by its
works : that of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. Its founder
was a Saint. The Church has just adorned his brow with that
crown.

Blessed de la Salle is one of the great figures of his time. He was
born at the beginning of the reign of Louis XIV. Just as the King
was at the zenith of his glory, Blessed de la Salle was preparing in
silence and retirement the work whose future development he was
assuredly far from fore-seeing. The foundations of it were laid in
the very year when the King, blinded by pride, was contesting the
privileges of the Sovereign Pontiff. A humble priest had set his
heart and mind on teaching the Christian doctrine to the people just
when the rulers of the people were beginning to forget or to deny its
most vital truths. While the Revolution, which was to overturn
the throne, was steadily advancing, this obscure’priest was building
up with his strong hands another monument which, to this very
hour, has defied the Revolution itself, and continues to shelter
thousands of children, and to teach them to know God and to love
France. :

‘We see around us men who are loudly proclaiming the right of
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the State to bring up children and to impose its own teaching on
them, in spite of their parents, in spite of the Church. One would
fancy, to hear them, that they first invented schools, that hitherto
the people have grown up in dense ignorance, and now, for the
first time, are having a book put into their hands. This is one of
those monstrous and absurd calumnies that it behoves us to fight
against. Even in minds that pass for enlightened, we are constantly
coming upon errors which must be refuted, not by words, but by
actions. 'We are called upon to prove, for instance, that, long be-
fore the State gave a thought to the subject, the Church was act-
ively devoting herself to the education of the children of the people.
We must prove to demonstration that the Church had opened

+ schools, drawn up plans, written books, dictated statutes, founded
institutions, formed teachers, and created in all its parts that
system of popular education, the initiative of which her adversaries
would now fain attribute to themselves. These innovators are
simply plagiarists. They are vaunting as their own invention what
has been practised by the Church for centuries past; and it would
be easy to prove, as we shall do later on, that the only effect of
their intervention in these works has been to check their de-
velopment.

< It is impossible to mention popular education without the name
of Blessed de la Salle at once presenting itself to our mind. Like
Christopher Columbus, he belongs to a new world. He too was an
explorer. It was his glory to discover in the unreclaimed solitudes
of our society whole populations that were plunged in the darkest
ignorance, savage tribes of another sort who had to be led out into
the light. There were, of course, schools before his time, and
there are other schools of a later date that were not founded by
him; but he is none the less the ceniral luminary of popular edu-
cation, the architect appointed by God to build that portion of His
Church. Before his time, we see zealous workmen, but labouring
without unity; snatching isolated souls from ignorance, but not
attempting to rescue the masses. Those who came after him bor-
rowed his ideas, and adopted his plans. All the popular schools
spread over the face of Europe are modelled on the type he created,
and all that is best in our educational laws is but an imperfect imi-

& tation of his rules. He was the first to gather school-masters about
him, and he cast them into a mould which was none other than
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that of evangelical perfection. He requires that they renounce their
name, their family, their fortune, even their will, in order to give
themselves up more completely to childhood. Before presenting”
these precepts to them, he puts them in practice himself. In order
to enter the Church, he renounces the honors of the world, where
his birth and his talents prepared him an enviable place. Even in
the Church, he flies from the honors that pursue him, and chooses
in their stead this despised calling. First, canon of Rheims, then a
humble school - master, he eventually becomes the head of a family
which reckons innumerable children, and spreads its powerful
branches over the whole world.

He was the first to found elementary pedagogical teaching. He
constituted himself the law-maker of that mutinous little people ¢~
who, while still lacking the reason of men, have all their passions.
He mingled in wise proportions piety and science, wisdom and
strength, rewards and punishments, and drew up a constitution so
perfect, that it has stood for two hundred years without undergoing
any notable modification. He found out and imparted to others the
secret of conveying the first rudiments of knowledge to the most

" rebellious minds; he discovered and imparted the far more difficult
art of conquering the most indocile natures, and melting the hard-
est hearts. ’

He was the first to write for ignorant little children. This learned
Doctor, this theologian, contemporary of Bossuet and Fénelon, does
not disdain to draw up and correct Alphabets, Catechisms, Manuals
of Christian politeness— the smallest and humblest class-books of
the poor man’s child, but, at the same time, books that were destined
to reckon hundreds of editions and millions of readers, and to exer-
cise the mightiest influence on universal civilization.

-

He was the first to make French the basis of primary education, v

and he thus contributed largely to the knowledge and spread of the
national tongue. In prohibiting the study of Latin to his disciples,
he binds them for ever to the primary schools, and prevents these
from eventually transforming themselves into colleges, and so once
more leaving the people without educational establishments. Heis,
therefore, the creator, the true creator, of that primary education
that we hear so much cried up in our own day. And he is at the
same time its organizer. The greater part of the laws that govern
it have been borrowed from his conceptions and his rules. He
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found these by intuition, he put them on trial, and they developed
more or less, according to the intelligence of his contemporaries,
whom his genius outstripped.

He was the first to found, not only schools, but a teaching body
of Christian masters, novitiates to train them, authorities to guide
them, asylums to receive them when failing health no longer per-
mitted them to work. To these principal foundations, he adds
schools for children whose families cannot keep them at home; re-
formatories for bad children; Sunday schools for children in work-
shops, and finally seminaries for lay-masters, types of our future
Normal schools. In fact, he endowed France with a sort of primary
University, complete in all its parts, and anticipating by two
hundred years that of our time, which it surpasses in perfection.
Not alone has he given schools to France, but his disciples have
given them to the whole world, thus assuring to his country that
glory of which all the Christian nations are jealous.

Such is the man whose history we have undertaken to write.

His gentle and majestic figure stands out at the close of the
seventeenth century. He crowns its splendor by works purer in
the sight of the Church than those of Bossuet, more lasting than the
conquests of Louis XIV., and he opens that eighteenth century
which, but for him and his spiritu#l children, would have proved
still more fatal to the good and the true. The schools that he
founded are so many lightning-conductors which have preserved
French society from complete and irreparable ruin. He saved
France, and it is the duty of France to express to him her deep and
enduring gratitude. .



Blessed de 1a Balle gets his grand - mother to read for him “ the Lives of the Saints. *

BOOK I

CHAPTER L

PREPARATION.

A TRAVELLER, visiting Rheims, and seeking for some remnant of
the ancient town amidst the new buildings of the modern one, will
sometimes be tempted to loiter in the narrow Rue de I'Arbaléte,
before a large house whose hattered remains still testify to bygone
splendor. Above the ground floor there runs a wide frieze decor-
aled with military trophies, amongst which is a broken escutcheon.
Between two windows of the first floor is a deep niche, crowned
with a stone canopy, and from which the statue has disappeared.
To the right is a slender tower of three stories, inside of which is a
winding staircase, while the outside is flanked with a stone buttress.
Oneither side of the entrance door, are two stone statues, life size; one
represents a man with a beard, and the other a woman wearing a
broad belt crosswise. They will tell you in the town these two per-
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sonages are Adam and Eve, placed there by the huilder of the house
in memory of Adam the flax-seller, a famous flax merchant of the
fourteenth century. At that period, the Rue de I'Arbaléte, which
then bore the name of the Hempdresser!, was in the centre of the
linen trade of Rheims, which rivalled that of Flanders.

In 1651, the mansion in question was not inhabited by a mer-
chant. It belonged to M™® Barbara Coquebert, widow of Lancelot
de la Salle, who resided there with her second son, Louis de la Salle,
King’s Councillor at the presidial court of Rheims. It is, therefore,
in this house that, most probably, the founder of the Brotherhood
of the Christian Schools was born. His father lived there to 1664,
and it is certain that his first years were passed there.

The family of de la Salle, originally from Bearn, was of ancient
nobility— one of its ancestors being, it is said, grievously wounded
in the ninth century when fighting for Alphonsus the Chaste. This
story is open to discussion; but there is no doubt that the de la
Salles sprang from a vigorous, Christian race.

This noble family was divided into several branches. The Cham-
pagne branch had carried on the profession of arms with great
renown. In the fifteenth century, one of the ancestors of Blessed
de la Salle, Menault de la Salle, was man-at-arins and Knight of
King Charles VIII. He fought in Brittany under the Chevalier
Bayart, and he took part in the expedition to Naples. His grandson,
Lancelot de la Salle, came to settle at Rheims, and had two children
who divided the family into two new branches.

The elder branch entered the magistracy, the younger went into

trade. John Baptist de la Salle comes from the elder branch.
Louis, his father, purchased the commission of royal Councillor of
the presidial court of Rheims. In 1650, he allied himself to an-
other family of magistrates; he married Nicole Moét, daughter of
John Moét, equerry, seigneur of Brouillet, councillor at the same
court, and of Perrette Lespaignol, his wife.
4 The 30th of April 1651, his first child was horn, and baptized the
same day in the church of Saint Hilary, which no longer exists.
The boy had, for God-father and God-mother, his maternal grand-
father and grandmother, and received from them the name of John
Baptist. This was the future founder of the Christian Schools.

! Rue de la Chanvrerie.
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In the midst. of this troubled age, where every man feels in the
depth of his soul the reverberations of the agitation around him, we
can hardly realize the tranquillity that reigned in the bosom of

House where Blessed de Ia 8alle was born, at Rheims (p. 8). — Restitution by M. Ch. Fichot;
cngraved by H. Joffroy,

Christian families of the last centuries. Society, solidly established
on its own basis, allowed individual lives to flow peacefully on, in
an even tenor, uniform and pre-arranged. The eldest son followed
his father’s career, and contrived with the fortune inherited from
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him to maintain the honor of the name, and to take care of any of
his brothers who failed to make an independence for themselves.
The other children might follow their inclination, some taking up
the profession of arms, some entering the Church. Religious voca-
tions were more frequent, not that they were imposed by the
families, but because in those elevated Christian souls, untouched
by doubt, the spirit of God breathed more easily and efficaciously.

The livelihood of all the children being thus assured, nothing
troubled the peace of the domestic hearth. Families were numerous
and united. The gloomy anxiety which weighs upon so many
parents in these days was then unknown. There was then hardly
any example of these sudden fortunes which kindle the flame of
covetousness in the calmest breasts, nor of those instantaneous
crashes which make the most solid positions seem insecure. Such
violent disturbances might happen in Paris, at Versailles, amongst
those launched in the vortex of court extravagances; but only in
that world of perpetual excitement and extremes. The provinces
knew hardly anything about them— and the provinces then were
all France.

‘We do not want to paint in too seductive colours those remote
ages, nor let it be supposed they were free from trouble. Fortunes
were less divided than in our day. The upper classes were rich;
the middle classes lived by their industry and grew wealthy; but the
lower classes were poor and eked out a scanty living by following
hard and trying trades. They found it difficult to rise above their
condition, and from time to time famine swept over them and
decimated them.

Hardship did not, however, apparently, make more victims than
it does now, and, above all, it had not the horrible features that
distinguish it in our age. It was poverty, not pauperism. It was
frugal life, hard work, but bravely borne by serene souls and
healthy bodies; it was not that mixture of vice and of revolt that
agitates the lower classes and exhausts them more than any amount
of privations could do. The peasant and the workman did not mur-
mur then against the conditions in which Providence had placed
them. They knew of no others, and it did not occur to them that
there could be any other for them. The sphere of their ambition
was limited, and no unreasonable longings troubled their placid
labour. Moreover, the sunshine of faith threw its mild and tender



PREPARATION. 11

glow over these industrious toilers, and beyond this life they fore-
saw another, where the inequalities of this one were to be made
right.

Nothing is more consoling, more refreshing, than the account of
Blessed de la Salle’s childhood. We see him living in the bosom of
his family, amidst the serious and austere habits of the magistracy
in the seventeenth century. No boisterous pleasures disquiet his
soul; no unseemly word tarnishes the purity of his mind, nor
disturbs his faith. His days flow on smoothly, divided between
prayer and study.

This calm exterior life deepened the natural gravity of his dispo-
sition. Of an open and loveable nature, young de la Salle gave
early signs of rare piety. He did not care for the amusements of
his age. His great pleasure was to make little oratories and altars,
and imitate the ceremonies of the Church, and his greatest happiness
was to be taken to church, where he assisted at the services with
extraordinary recollection. Worldly gatherings had no charm for
him. One day, all the family were assembled for a great feast.
Their noisy merriment saddened young de la Salle; he drew his
grand-mother aside and got her to read the lives of the Saints for
him. According to one of his biographers, the predestined child
loved passionately that beautiful, that incomparable book, and his
mother was in the habit of reading it to himn constantly. His father
wished him to learn music, but the child had so little taste for the
art, that the father did not insist upon it. He cared for nothing but
the singing in church. He learned how to serve mass, obtained
leave to be an altar-boy, and performed the duties of the office with
such piety that all who saw him were edified. It is clear that
already God was speaking to him, and that an interior voice was
beginning to close his ear to all vain conversations. But his piety,
far from being stiff or morose, was simple and sweet, and in no
way took from the charm of his conversation, or the serenity of his
countenance. It merely rendered him more conscientious in his
studies, more docile to his parents, more affable to everybody.

It was not without a purpose that we recalled the ancient lineage
of the de la Salle family, although the saintly founder of Christian
schools renounced for himself all honors and nobility. The virtues
and qualities of parents leave their imprint on the souls of their
children. Like unto his ancestors, Blessed de la Salle was valiant,
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and his life was a perpetual warfare. If he was not a soldier in the
King’s service, he was a knight in the service of God. He fought
against unseen enemies, more formidable than enemies of flesh and
blood, and he displayed as much heroism in exterminating evil and
vices, as the head of his family ever showed in combatting the
Saracens. Like his father, he had the sense of justice in a high
degree, but he made use of it only to walk strictly within the lines
of duty. He had a good right to bear the family arms.

Young de la Salle was therefore born to those possessions which
most men seek and strive for all through their lives : birth, honors
and fortune. Happily for him, along with these advantages, Prov-
idence reserved him others that were less perlshable He was born
of a Christian family.

His maternal grandfather, following a custom which was very
general amongst laymen at that period, recited his Breviary every
day. His father fulfilled all his duties as a Christian, and the tender
piety of his mother diffused its fragrance through her home. No
wonder, then, that out of the seven children that God gave them,
four consecrated themselves to His service in the Religious life
and in the Priesthood. 1t was a noble reward, and a foretaste of
heaven.

John Baptist had a brother, Joseph de la Salle, who in his early
vouth enlered the community of the Canons regular of Saint Gene-
vieve at Senlis. Having taken his degrees, he taught philosophy
and theology at Blois; he was then named pastor of Saint Martin’s
of Blois, where he remained eighteen years, and afterwards became
pastor of Saint Martin’s of Chauny, in Picardy. He died four years
after Blessed de la Salle.

A second brother, John Louis de la Salle, was, after John Baptist,
Canon of the church of Rheims and seneschal. Notwithstanding
cerlain doctrinal difficulties that he had occasionally with his
brother—John Baptist remained always submissive to the Holy See,
whereas Louis figured amongst the appellants—the latter was de-
voled to the work of the schools, and his name figures in the deeds
beside that of his brother, for securing to the schools of Rheims the
right over property which had been given them.

One of the sisters of Blessed de la Salle entered the Abbey of Saint-
Etienne-des- Dames, of the Order of Canonesses of Saint Augustin,
at Rheims.
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The other children, two sons and a daughter, were married; but
they upheld in the world those grand and noble traditions which
had from time immemorial been the honor of the family. One of
them, Peter de la Salle, succeeded to his father’s office, and was
like him counsellor of the presidial court of Rheims. His name
should be inscribed amongst the benefactors of the schools, since
he was universal legatee to all his brothers, and secured the
transfer of such property as was deeded over to the schools of the
Institute.

Towards eight or nine years of age, young de la Salle was sent to
the University of Rheims, founded in 1554, and directed at this
period by the rector Thomas Mercier. He soon made great pro-
gress, for he had quick intelligence, great love of work, and that
ever present fear of God which made him attentive to all his duties.
He gained -at once the esteem of his masters, who were delighted
with his docility, and the affection of his companions, who liked his
amiable disposition, so that, after having been the mode! of children
at home, he became the model of scholars in his class.

His piety, meantime, increased from day to day. His grandfather
had taught him how to recite the office, and he practised this devo-
tion with a pleasure altogether rare for a child of his age. He had
acquired the habit of it long before he received the tonsure, and he
never afterwards failed in it.

This fidelity in the service of God and taste for devotional practices
were” so many signs of a vocation. His family noticed this, and
threw no obstacle in his way. Although his parents would probably
have preferred that the eldest son should inherit the family name
and fortune, they were careful not to stand between the spirit of
God and their child, and there is no evidence of his having had the
smallest opposition in obeying the Divine voice. Christian families
are roots destined to produce Saints. These latter are the flower and
fruit of that evangelical sap, which, after flowing down through
generations, every now and then, blossoms out in certain privileged
souls, that shed honor on the race they spring from.

The family of Blessed de la Salle were prouder of his vocation
than if he had inherited the paternal office, and the Priesthood,
though it debarred him from perpetuating his race, endowed him
with a spiritual paternity that was one day to give him innumerable
sons. )
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At eleven years of age, young de la Salle received the tonsure
from the hands of the Bishop of Aulone, M¢r Maleveau, in the ar-
chiepiscopal chapel of Rheims, March 11th 1662.

The then Chancellor of the University of Rheims was Peter Dozet,
former Vicar General, Archdeacon of Champagne, and Canon of the
cathedral for over fifty-three years. He was a man of great piety
and wide learning.

He had noticed the happy dispositions of John Baptist, who was
his relation. Old, worn out, feeling death at hand, he determined
to leave his canonry to the young levite, convinced that the Church
of Rheims would have reason to thank him for the choice. He gave
in his resignation, which was accepted, and young de la Salle was
named in his place to the twenty-first prebend, in 1666. He took
possession of his canonry on the 17th of January 1667. He had not
yet attained his sixteenth year. Peter Dozet died the following year.

The chapter of Rheims was one of the most illustrious of France.
It numbered fifty-six canons, sixty-one chaplains, four priests and
four sacristans. It had at its head eight dignitaries : the dean, a
great archdeacon, the archdeacon of Champagne, a provost, a pre-
centor, a treasurer, a deputy of the Bishop in matters temporal!,
and a professor of divinity. In 1789, thirty-three of its members
had been Bishops, twenty had occupied the archiepiscopal see of
Rheims, twenty-one had worn the Roman purple, four had sat upon
the throne of St Peter, under the names of Sylvester II., Urban II.,
Adrian IV. and Adrian V., and they heaped privileges on the vener-
able body to which they had for a time belonged.

The Canons of Rheims wore a rich costume— in summer, a violet
camail and the aumuce?; in winter, the large camail bordered with
ermine. The Chapter took rank immediately after the Archbishop.
Peter Dozet must have had great confidence in the solid piety and
virtue of a boy of fifteen to create him a member of this illustrious
body. But he had known the boy well and long.

He was not, however, sparing of advice to him on this account.
¢ My little cousin, ” he would say, ¢ bear in mind that a Canon
should be like a Cistercian Monk, passing his life in solitude and
praver.” And his little cousin never forgot this admonition. The

., ! He was known as the Vidame.
2 A fur worn on the arm by certain Canons.
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premature dignity with which he was invested was not without dan-
gers of its own. There was the possibility of its smothering in the
soft ease of an assured position the budding of the youth, and prov-
ing fatal to the higher vocation which was calling him to more ar-
duous work. But the young Canon, on the contrary, only regarded
his office as a heavier duty imposed upon him. He was regular in
choir, punctual at prayers, and assiduous at work.

Costume of the Canons of Rheims. — Drawn by Fichot, from an enlarged seal of the Seneschal
of the Chapter of Rheims, and following.

He began at once to prepare himself to receive the four minor
Orders. Cardinal Barberini was then titular Archbishop of Rheims;
but he had not yet been able to obtain his bulls, and the see was
vacant. Young de la Salle received minor Orders on March 17th 1668,
at the hands of Mer Charles de Bourbon, Bishop of Soissons.

Every new title that Blessed de la Salle received was regarded by
him in the light of a new obligation, and a higher duty. According
as he committed himself more fully and irrevocably to the service of
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God, he felt the need of rendering himself more worthy. As a
Canon, it was necessary for him to be learned in divine sciences, and
fit to take his place amongst the eminent men who surrounded him.
So the moment he returned to Rheims, he began to attend the
classes of the University. He finished his studies in the humanities,
and went through the two years course of philosophy necessary for
obtaining the degree of Master of Arts, which he took very brilliant-
ly in 1669.

He was already too deeply versed in the secrets of Christian life
not to understand that science has its dangers, and that to possess
it without peril, we must not separate it from the love of God. In
the midst of his studies, young de la Salle relaxed nothing of the
assiduous piety which had formed the delight of his childhood, and
hbegan henceforth to give himself up to that practice of penance
which was to be the sustenance of his life. As he did everything in
secret, his humility carefully concealing from all eyes whatever
might have raised him in the esteem of men, his austerities are hard
to trace. It his only known that at this date he slept on a bed that
was more than monastic in its hardness, consisting as it did of logs
of wood, in order to conquer the flesh, and not to lose in sleep hours
that might be spent more profitably in communion with God.

His biographers say no more; but this one instance will suffice to
show what the moral standard of his life was. 'We must be satisfied
if we can lift one corner of the veil which covers the merits of the
Saints. They love the hidden virtues above all others, those that
are practised under the cye of God alone, and that men can only
guess at, but never see.

The degree of Master of Arts which young de la Salle had taken
was only the preliminary to the doctorship. His father wished him
to pursue his studies in Paris, and looked out for a house where he
would be safe from the perils which were sure to assail himin a city
which was, even at that period, a hotbed of corruption and a centre
of pleasure.

There was then in Paris, as now, an institution whose principal
aim was to train good priests and prepare them for the apostolate by
developing in their souls the interior life of Jesus Christ and His
holy Mother.

This was the Institution of Saint Sulpice, founded towards 1649
by M. Olier, and solemnly approved in 1651, the year that Blessed
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de la Salle was born. When young de la Salle entered the seminary,
in 1670, M. Olier had been dead thirteen years; but his spirit lived
there still, and the example of his virtues, still fresh in the memory
of all, was guiding his successors in the way in which he had walk-
ed so admirably. M. de Bretonvilliers, who succeeded M. Olier
himself, was then superior of the seminary, and M. Tronson was
director.

The latter had a firm soul and an upright mind.

Trained by M. Olier, associated in his labors, the depositary of his
traditions, he had become an enlightened guide in the direction of
young priests. The books he has left us on this subject are full of
his own long experience, and that peculiar wisdom which comes
only to those who are in the habit of dealing with the things of God.
It was under him that Abbé de la Salle was at once placed. He
had, however, as special director a man who, amidst that goodly
company of great Christians, was distinguished by profound humil-
ity and that simple piety, free from all display, which is one of the
characteristics of the Society of Saint Sulpice.

This was M. Baiiyn. One incident, the memory of which has
been preserved in the traditions of the seminary, will give some
idea of his great perfection. Bossuet was one day paying a visit to
M. Tronson, and the conversation fell on the Saints. The Bishop
of Meaux complained that the age, grown sterile, non longer pro-
duced any. M. Tronson denied this, and declared that the Church
was always fruitful, and that souls of the highest virtue were still to
be found. He mentioned M. Baiiyn, and extolled his deep humility.
Just at this moment, some one knocked at the door. It was
M. Baiyn come to consult his superior. The latter, who knew who
it was, did not answer, and M. Baityn contented himself with wait-
ing in the next room.

‘When Bossuet was going away, he was still there; M. Tronson
saw him, and, to give his visitor the proof of what he had been just
saying, he turned on M. Bailyn, accused him of having listened at
the door; he sharply upbraided him for such unseemly behaviour,
and dismissed him. M. Baiyn offered neither denial nor excuse,
but meekly accepted these immerited reproaches, so wounding to
self-love. He bowed his head humbly, and withdrew, leaving his
superior full of joy at his fidelity under the trial, and Bossuet con-
founded.
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‘We relate this incident in order to exemplify the kind of direction
that Abbé de la Salle received from M. Bailyn. The disciple was to
follow in the footsteps of the master; we shall see him, also, silent
under unmerited accusations.

M. Bailyn appreciated at a glance his hidden virtues; he felt
himself drawn into sympathy with a soul that was in so many ways
kindred to his own, and set himself earnestly to develop the treas-
ures it contained. There sprang up at once between the two men
a friendship which neither time nor events ever weakened.

When, later, M. de la Salle returned to Paris, he took M. Baiiyn
for his director; he consulted him in his difficulties and trials, and
it is said that M. Baiiyn, then broken down with age, used to come
and visit him. If Blessed de la Salle did not come at once, M. Baiiyn
would kneel down in the garden, or wherever he happened to be,
and pray while waiting for him.

Amongst the other ecclesiastics charged with the management of
the seminary were M. Leschassier, who became director after
M. Tronson; M. Baudrand, afterwards parish-priest of Saint Sulpice,
and who called Blessed de la Salle into his parish because of the
impression he retained of him; M. Charles Picoté, one of the first
companions of M. Olier, and who kept up his traditions in the semi-
nary, where he lived to the 1st of December 1679.

M. de la Salle made his entrance there on the 18th of October 1670.
and his name may be read to-day on the register of admission
of that period in the following terms— ‘¢ John Baptist de la Salle,
acolyte and Canon of Rheims. ”

Several young ecclesiastics who attained afterwards to high digni-
ties in the Church were his fellow-seminarists. Amongst these were
Jean Claude de Vertrieu, of Montdidier, who was Canon of Saint
Jean of Lyons in 1680, and Bishop of Poitiers in 1702; Paul Godet
des Marais, who became Bishop of Chartres, and always entertained
a deep friendship for Blessed de la Salle; M. des Hayes, afterwards
pastor of Saint Saviour’s at Rouen, and who, by his influence,
brought the Christian Brothers to Darnetal in 1702; M. Meretz, who
became Canon of Nimes, and established the Brothers at Alais;
M. Canel, afterwards councillor-clerk at the Parliament of Grenoble;
M. de Saléon, first Canon of Saint André of Grenoble, and who was
promoted successively to the Bishoprics of Agen and of Rodez, and
finally to the Archbishopric of Vienne.
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Blessed de la Salle, in his humility, refrained doubtless from
making any use of these numerous influential acquaintances; at any
rate, there is no trace of his having ever done so throughout his
history. They must, nevertheless, have contributed to draw the
attention of many important ecclesiastics to his work from the first,
and if, throughout the endless opposition which was woven into his
very life, he found warm and solid friendships that stood by him
during the ordeal and protected him against his detractors, we may
seek the origin of them at Saint Sulpice, where he gave such an
example of every virtue.

Abbé de la Salle spent a year and a half at the seminary. Itis
characteristic of ecclesiastical houses wisely governed, that good is
done there without noise or display. In those mysterious retreats,
far from the vain agitations of the world, the future soldiers of the
Cross are trained in prayer and study. Those only who direct them
know what light and strength they need in the battle of life, and in
what triple armour their hearts must be encased before they can face
the attacks which the world has in reserve for them. These weapons,
they receive from their priestly education. Alone with themselves,
under the guidance of experienced ecclesiastics who teach them how
to sound the depths of their hearts, they come to know the world
whose image they reflect within themselves. Their inward eye,
made clear by prayer, acquires a singular power of seeing through
the most complicated questions. In the habit of conquering them-
selves, they secure their future triumph over their external enemies,
which are easily disarmed when they have not one’s passions for
accomplices. Divine truth, pondered on in their hearts, pene-
trates them wholly, and fuses heart and mind within them in a won-
derful manner; the purity of the heart guarding the lucidity of the
mind, the one giving its warmth in exchange for the light of the
other, and both cooperating in vital works. Thus are formed those
legions of priests whose virtues, hidden under the modest simplicity
of their lives, are scarcely discernible to the outer world, but who,
in reality, bear on their shoulders almost the whole burden of
Christian civilization. They it is who receive the deposit of Divine
truth, who preserve it pure from all alloy, who defend it against
every assault, who keep it alive, and propagate it amongst souls;
they it is who feed the fire of charity which produces good works,
and almost all the good that is done passes through their hands.
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They restrain the impetuous, awaken the somnolent, bring back the
wandering, uphold the weak, and continue that Divine apostleship
which has been carried on for eighteen centuries.

The seminary of Saint Sulpice must have been an incomparable
school for Blessed de la Salle, who was destined to become the
shepherd of such a numerous flock. We know very little of his life
there. The work of his education was silently done. This is the
way of all seminarian life; humility drops her veil around it, and
virtues, like flowers, put forth their buds noiselessly. The testi-
mony of one of the professors in this blessed house shows us the
impression that de la Salle made there during his short sojourn.
¢ He was from the first, ” says M. Leschassier, ‘ a faithful observer
of the rule, and punctual at all the exercises of the community.
His conversation was always gentle and decorous. He never seemed
to me to have annoyed any one, or merited any reproach. ”

From a man so sparing of praise, such a judgment is full of elo-
quence. But what better than any masters testifies to the excellent
education of Blessed de la Salle are his virtues. He showed through-
out his life a firm and tender piety wherein we recognize all the
characteristics of the direction of Saint Sulpice. He manifested on
every occasion respect for Divine things, observed strictly all the
rules of propriety, and gave himself up to his attraction for prayer.
God was his refuge. In all his difficulties he had recourse to Him;
He was the star that ever guided him through the storm and pre-
served him from shipwreck.

The life of the seminary, so conformable to his tastes, was not to
last long for Blessed de la Salle. Less than a year after his entrance
to Saint Sulpice, on the 20th of July 1671, he lost his mother, and
this death was a deep grief to him. A few months later, his father
was carried off. They both died at a comparatively early age,
leaving him a large fortune to manage, and a numerous family to
bring up— six children to whom he was henceforth to be both
father and mother.

His father died on the 9th of April 1672; on the 19th of the same
month, Blessed de la Salle left the seminary, and returned to the
paternal mansion in Rheims, to take the direction of the family of '
which he was now the head.

He experienced at this crisis, not a temptation against his voca-
tion—it had taken too deep root in his soul to be shaken—but a cer-
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tain hesitation before binding himself in Holy Orders. ~ He did not
wish in so momentous a concern to follow his own lights; the way
of obedience seemed the safest to him. With this feeling, he placed
himself under the direction of a priest of great virtue and expe-
rience, Canon Roland.

Canon Nicolas Roland was born at Rheims, on the 2nd of Decem-
ber 1642. He belonged to a good and wealthy family. His father
had been Commissary of war, and his mother, Nicole Beuvelet, was
the sister of M. Beuvelet, priest at Saint-Nicolas-du-Chardonnet, who
left behind him a great reputation for sanctity. Young Nicolas was
educated at the Jesuits; he was afterwards received as Doctor at the
Sorhonne, and returned to Rheims, where he was named Canon and
theologian of the Cathedral.

He was a pious man, enlightened, detached from the world, seek-
ing and commending poverty, humiliation and penance. He wore a
hair-shirt and an iron belt, lodged in a wretched place, and depriv-
ed himself of everything approaching to luxury or comfort. He
took in a certain number of young ecclesiastics whom he prepared
for the priestly life, and whose studies and conscience he directed,
so that his house was a kind of little seminary. Blessed de la Salle
was not apparently one of his boarders, but he was amongst the
most docile of his penitents and the most faithful of his disciples,
and his life has many traits of resemblance in common with that of
M. Roland.

The latter very soon discovered to what a perfect way the soul
confided to him was called. He advised him to respond quickly to
grace. This counsel, given with authority, put an end to the per-
plexities of young de la Salle.

Two months after his return to Rheims, he set out for Laon, in
order to receive the first of the major Orders; but there was no or-
dination there, nor at Noyon, whither he hastened, so he was obli-
ged to go to Cambrai, where he was ordained sub-deacon, on the
eve of Trinity Sunday, in the year 1672. He was just twenty-one.

Blessed de la Salle never took a step backward in the way of per-
fection. When he had acquired the habit of a virtue, or adopted a
salutary practice, he never gave it up, and no external circuinstances
could change him. At the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, he felt the
value of a rule of conduct. He carried this principle into his own
house, where he and his brothers observed a monastic regularity of
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life. Rising and going to bed, work and prayer, recreations and
meals were always at the same hour, and lasted a given length of
time. The only fruitful lives are those that are thus regulated.
They are a faithful imitation of nature, who is always methodical
and rhythmic in her march. They are also the only free lives.

Thus did Blessed de la Salle pass six years of his life without in
any way coming before the world. These years were, in reality, a
continuation of his hidden life; the hour for manifesting himself
before men had not yet come. It was not, on this account, a
barren life that he was leading. He resumed his studies, which had
been interrupted by the death of his parents. He would gladly have
gone to Paris to finish them, but this desire was sacrificed to the
primary duty of watching over the education of his brothers and
sisters. He remained, therefore, at Rheims, and followed assid-
uously the classes of the Faculty of Theology; he took his degree
of Licenciate, giving to prayer and good works all the time that
remained to him after his studies.

M. Roland, seeing the growing ardour of the young priest, feared
that his office of Canon did not offer a wide enough field for his
zeal.

He advised him, therefore, to enter the active ministry, and to
exchange his canonry for a parish in the town. The parish-priest
of Saint Pierre of Rheims was anxious to procure such an exchange
for himself, and Blessed de la Salle, the moment he saw that it of-
fered him a chance of being more useful, at once accepted it. But
the consent of the Archbishop, Me¢r Letellier, was necessary; and as
he was just then in Paris, Blessed de la Salle set out for that city,
to get himself ordained Deacon, and to submit his desire to the Prel-
ate at the same time. The latter flatly refused to accede to it. He
considered Blessed de la Salle too young to administer a parish, and
he thought that it was too soon for him to abandon the direction of
his family ; consequently, he ordered both the pastor and the Canon
to stay where they were. For the pastor, it was a sacrifice. Blessed
de l1a Salle accepted the order with perfect submission. An interior
voice whispered to him that he was not called to direct a parish,
and he was glad to find that the orders of his superiors agreed so
fully with the dictates of his conscience.

The pious Canon fulfilled with unfailing regularity all the duties
of his canonry. He was assiduous at office, and in the ancient

\
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sanctuary which had been the cradle of French Royalty, he took
part in that public prayer which is the sign of enduring faith in
France, and the proof of her power. In his own home, he gave
long hours to praver and solitary communings with God. He also
continued his studies, for, in sacred science, degrees are onward
steps, and do not mark linitations in the road of knowledge to be
traversed. '

With all this, he had leisure for charity. But charity, like science,
knows no bounds, and to embrace it wisely, we need a guide. Here
again Blessed de la Salle found one in M. Roland.

M. Roland had made a vow to consecrate himself to the education
of vouth, and to found free schools for girls. Going to preach the
L.ent at Rouen, he became intimate with Father Barré, a missionary,
who was very much occupied with the elementary schools. After
thinking over the matter, he had come back fo Rheims to carry out
his scheme.

There was just then at Rheims an orphanage of thirty children
founded by a dame Varlet, and which the town persisted in refusing
to take charge of because of the expense it would involve. M. Ro-
land asked to be allowed to take it up and manage it, and the request
was granted with alacrity. The unfortunate children were badly
fed, badly clothed, in bad health, and utterly bereft of care. M. Ro-
land immediately supplied them with all the necessaries, and hence-
forth his fortune was devoted to providing for them.

His solicitude extended beyond their temporal to their spiritual
wants, and he watched carefully over their souls. Finding that the
persons in charge of them were quite unfit for their office, being
equally wanting in virtue and intelligence, he at once dismissed
them, and applied to Father Barré for Daughters of Providence to
replace them. Father Barré sent him Sister Franaise, Superior of
the house at Rouen, and two other mistresses of the same congre-
gation. These were placed in charge of the orphanage. M. Roland
appealed to some pious young women to come and help in the good
work, and very soon a little community was formed.

M. Roland’s zeal was indefatigable. Not satisfied with educating
the children of his orphanage, he set his heart on educating the
children of the town, and as soon as he had trained a few mistresses,
he got permission to open free classes for girls in the orphanage.

A great number of voung girls flocked in, and soon the school
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was so crowded, that it was necessary to open others. The num-
ber of Sisters multiplied rapidly; M. Roland hired rooms in various
parts of the town, where they went every morning and held classes
all day. He also trained mistresses for the country places; but the
orphanage, which continued to be the centre of the work, was wholly
devoted to children, and took the name of the Community of the
Holy Child Jesus.

This excellent M. Roland was anxious to perfect the method of
teaching. Whenever he heard of a famous school in any place, he
set forth to visit it, and to enquire into the system employed there.
He sent for experienced mistresses to teach the Sisters, and procured
a choice library for their improvement. He had little hy little ini-
tiated Blessed de la Salle into this work, heing the more desirous of
attaching him to it, because, owing to his own weak health, he
feared leaving the Community without a protector. According as
the work grew, contradictions and hindrances grew with it. The
school - masters were jealous, the town was indifferent, even the
ecclesiastical authorities were mistrustful and ill-disposed.

In 1677, M. Roland went to Paris in order to obtain through the
Archbishop the legal recognition of his community; but the Arch-
bishop took no heed of his request, and let him wait in his anti-
room without condescending to pay him the slightest attention.
M. Roland came back to Rheims without uttering a murmur, and
attributed his failure to his sins : *“ God had better take me out of
the world, ’’ he said, ¢ for I only hinder His work. ’’

But all these obstacles did not wear out his charity; M. dela
Salle had encouraged and supported him. He also felt a deep ten-
derness for these forsaken children, and he loved them as the Saints
know how to love.

While he was laboring in this cause, he was preparing himself
for the priesthood. He received it, on the 9th of April 1678, from
the hands of Msr Letellier, in the cathedral of Rheims, and it was
in one of the Chapels of that same church that, on the following
morning, he celebrated his first mass. He performed that great
action with fervent piety, but without any outward show, fearing
that external pomp might interfere with his recollection, and trem-
bling lest he should lose a particle of the graces which abound in
the soul of a man called for the first time to offer at the altar the
sacrifice of the body and blood of Jesus Christ. He ever retained
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in the same intense degree these sentiments of respect for this
supreme prerogative of the priestly life. Faithful in the daily fulfil-
ment of this duty, he allowed nothing to deter him from it. Even
illness did not prevent him. 'When he was infirm, he still dragged
himself to the altar, or was led there, and celebrated the Divine
mysteries with such unction and piety, that the assistants were
moved to tears, and more than once he was seen, after commu-
nion, motionless, like one unconscious and wrapt in prayer.

Eighteen days after his ordination, he lost his director, M. Ro-
land. The latter, on his return from Paris, fell ill, on the 7th of
April 1678, and after a terrible illness courageously borne, he gave
up his soul to the Lord on the 27th of the same month, being only
thirty five years old. In his last days, he appointed M. de la Salle
his executor, and begged him to take care of the Community of the
Sisters of the Child Jesus. He even gave him to understand that
he believed him called to found a similar work himself.

Blessed de la Salle accepted courageously the legacy bequeathed
him by his venerable friend. Nature shrank from it. He was afraid
of letting his piety evaporate amidst the distractions of manifold
occupations. He had been ready enough to devote some of his
spare time to the Community of the Holy Child Jesus, but he had
never dreamed of burdening himself with its direction. He owed it,
however, to the memory of M. Roland not to let his undertaking fall
to the ground, and he resolved to do what he could to secure and
continue it.

His first care was to get the new work legally recognized so as to
secure its position. This was no easy matter, for even M. Roland
himself had failed to accomplish it. It was necessary to have the
consent of the town, of the Archbishop, and to obtain letters patent
registered in Parliament.

The administration of the town feared to impose.the burden of a
new Community on the citizens, the prudence of the Archbishop
hesitated to approve officially a community that had scarcely had
time to prove itself, and Parliament was not disposed to multiply
religious congregations.

Blessed de la Salle took up the matter with his usual activity.
He stirred up all his friends and relatives. He invoked the memory
of M. Roland’s virtues; he made much of the services rendered by
the Sisters; he touched some, he convinced others, and ended by
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obtaining the formal and written authorization of the magistrates of
the city.

This authorization was granted on the following conditions : —
*¢ The Daughters of the Child Jesus were to keep four free-schools
in the four quarters of the town, the orphanage of dame Varlet was
to be joined to the new community, which was to take charge of it;
the Superioress was not to receive an orphan without a ticket from
the town lieutenant, who might withdraw the child at the age of
seven or eight to place it in the hospitals; finally, the Daughters of
the Child Jesus were never to he cloistered. *’

Blessed de la Salle promised to conform to these regulations, and
this first victory gained over the obstinacy of the magistrates was
the signal for a complete success. The Archbishop, hearing that
the municipality had given in, pledged himself to obtain the consent
of the King. He was the brother of M. de Louvois, and his influence
was supreme. He had only to ask for the letters to get them; they
were granted in 1679. The Archbishop had them registered at his
own expense in the Parliament of Paris, and wished, moreover, to
provide by his liberality for the future of a community which was
a veritable seminary for school- mistresses. This community was
therefore founded, endowed with a civil personality, recognized by
the ecclesiastical and secular authorities, and, differing in this
respect from other charitable institutions of Rheims, it had a priest,
M. Rogier, an intimate friend of M. Roland’s, for sole administrator
and director. All M. Roland’s wishes were realized.

Having thus paid the debt of gratitude he had contracted towards
him while under his direction, M. de la Salle went Hack to his own
quiet life, and resumed the course of his habitual occupations.
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CHAPTER II

VOCATION.

AFTER the pious and industrious employment of the years of his
vouth that we have attempted to describe, Blessed de la Salle was
ready to accomplish great things. He had strong faith to stand out
against trials, an enlightened mind to carry an undertaking safely
through difficulties, and he had above all good will. Without any
fixed plan of his own, he stood ready before Providence like a good
workman who awaits the orders of his master.

Over and above these valuable qualities, he had those gifts that
shine before the world, and which were far from being of no
account in the difficult mission to which he was called. He was
rich, independent, and settled in a town where his family occupied
an influential position. But that which human wisdom looks upon
as a means, is often in the eyes of God an obstacle. Neither his
fortune, nor his title, nor the influence of his relations was destined
to be of use to his Institute. In laving the foundations of a work



VOCATION. 29

that was to last so long, God did not see fit to make use of these
perishable elements. He did not need them. One man, without
money, without credit, without renown, provided he were faithful
and of good will, sufficed; he even suited better, for he let the hand
of the Divine Architect remain more distinctly visible through the
lines of the edifice he was to build.

Blessed de la Salle was truly the workman that Providence meant
to employ; but he had not yet attained the necessary perfection; he
still held on to the world by a thousand ties that, unknown to him,
enthralled his liberty. He would, moreover, have been frightened
by the grandeur of the scheme he was to accomplish if it had been
revealed to him as a whole. So gigantic an undertaking would have
appeared to him beyond his strength, and he would have recoiled
from it. But he was brought to see it by degrees. God, with that
infinite delicacy which takes into account all the infirmities of man,
revealed to him his work day by day. M. de la Salle began to
occupy himself with the schools without suspecting the difficulties
that lay before him. When he came to measure their extent, it
was too late to draw back, and he had to make up his mind to go
on to the end. This line of action we have now to relate in detail.

There lived at Rouen a lady who had formerly been renowned for
her vanity, and who still continued to excite public attention by her
extraordinary conversion. M®™e de Maillefer was a native of Rheims,
where she still had relatives and friends. After her marriage, she
came to live at Rouen, where her husband was Supervisor of
Accounts. She had been endowed with fatal gifts, gifts which are
full of peril for Christian souls— birth, fortune, beauty and wit.
Her ardent nature had not been able to resist the allurements that
her position held out to her. She flung herself headlong into the
vortex of pleasure, without heeding the abyss to which it led. No
delicacies were too costly for her table, no gems too precious to
adorn her heauty. Her one thought was to dazzle the crowd of her
admirers. She lay a-bed till noon, in order, she said, to keep her
mind undisturbed, and spent the whole day arranging new toilets.
On Sunday, she went to the last mass, not so much to pray, as to
show off her splendid dresses, and outdo the women who attempted
to rival her. Such was the person that God intended to make use
of for the foundation of Christian schools, and who was to provide
the first means for establishing them.
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One day, a beggar knocked at Mme de Maillefer’s door. Those
whose soul is vain and sensual generally have a hard heart— Mme de
Maillefer sent the beggar away rudely. But he was weary and sick,
as well as hungry, and his miserable aspect, which failed to move
the heart of the mistress, excited the compassion of her servants.
Mme de Maillefer’s coachman took the beggar into his stables. He
died there in the night. What was to be done? They must bury
the dead man, and, consequently, reveal to their mistress the act
of charity they had dared to perform. The coachman confessed
what he had done; Mme de Maillefer, furious at his daring to disobey
her, dismisses him on the spot, and then throws him a sheet to
bury this corpse that encumbers her stables. The beggar was bur-
ied; but that same evening, on sitting down to table, she saw the
sheet she had flung so contemptuously to her servant, folded and
laid before her. She turned angrily to know why it was there : had
the burial not yet taken place? Yes, it had. The beggar was in
his grave; but he would not accept after his death a present from
one who had refused himn a crust of bread when he was starving,
and a mysterious hand had brought back the sheet which the ser-
vants had seen wrapped round the corpse, and supposed to be under
the earth.

This incident produced a deep impression on Mme de Maillefer.
She recognized the hand of God in it, and, like St Paul on the road
to Damascus, she was converted instantaneously. She made up
her mind at once, and resolved to break off with the life she had
been leading and with the world that had ruined her; she made this
breach with resolute boldness. The following Sunday, she went to
high mass at the parish, attired in her usual festive splendour, but
wearing over her dress a kitchen apron, coarse and dirty. Nothing
more was needed to lower her in the eyes of everybody who knew
her; she was set down at once as a ridiculous devotee, and her
friends all drew away from her. She had gained her object.

Her table was at once reformed, and all luxury banished from it.
Vanitly no longer held any place in her life. Her days were passed
in the churches, at the foot of the Cross, or in the hovels of the
poor. Her austerities were all the more incomprehensible in the
eyes of the world from the contrast they formed to her past life, and
she became the laughing-stock of the society whose idol she had so
long been.
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Her husband, who was charitable, without going so far in the
way of perfection; her director, who was an enlightened man,
sought to moderate a zeal which seemed to them exaggerated. She
yielded with a good grace to their advice, but endeavoured to make
up by secret penances for those that she renounced externally. Not
long after this, her husband died, and she was left absolute mis-
tress of her fortune and her conduct. Nothing henceforth arrested
her in the path of penance. She used to prostrate herself in the
mud before the Crucifixes on the roadside. She used to kneel for
hours at the doors of the churches, amidst the poor whose suppli-
cations she had so often spurned, accepting alms like them, and
sometimes vituperated for taking her share of the pence thrown to
them by the faithful as they passed. She, who formerly dwelt in a
sumptuous mansion, now lived in a miserable little unfurnished
room, where her only bed was a bundle of straw; her food consisted
of mouldy bread and rancid soup, that she ate reflecting bitterly on
the former waste and luxury that dishonored her table. A scarf of
black linen replaced the fine pearls that used to adorn her neck.
Her eyes, that had gazed only on vanity, were now melted with
weeping, and her unkempt hair suggested only contrition and grief.

For fifteen years, it was believed at Rouen that she had gone mad,
and she did nothing to remove an error that gratified her humility;
but people began, at last, to perceive the heroic virtue that was con-
cealed under this excentric exterior. They found that her large for-
tune, none of which was spent upon herself, was now given to the
poor, and devoted with rare wisdom to doing good. The folly of the
Cross shone out through the folly of the world, and, after passing for
a lunatic, M=e de Maillefer passed for a Saint.

The neglect of the children of the poor in their tender years was
one of ghe forms of wretchedness which most attracted her solicitude.
Father Barré was at Rouen at this period, and was beginning to put
into execution a plan he had long cherished for the education of young
girls. He also was to lend his hand to the foundation of the Christ-
ian schools. He was certainly one of the most esteemed advisers
of Blessed de la Salle in the beginning of his undertaking, and had
considerable influence over him. But, unlike Mme de Maillefer, Father
Barré had always led a calm Christian life, and advanced towards
perfection by the straight road.

Born at Amiens in 1620, thirty vears before M. de la Salle, Father
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Barré entered in early youth the order of Minims, founded by St
Francis of Paule; he was professed there, and during many years he
taught theology with brilliant success. He was eminently pious, and
stimulated every one around him to do good. His thoughts on
Christian life were always expressed in strong and striking language,
and he made use of the simplest things in daily life as images and
symbols to illustrate the highest counsels of evangelical perfection.

The stamp of his direction is visible in the soul of Blessed de la
Salle, and we shall constantly find him, in the various phases of his
life, remembering and practising Father Barré’s maxims.

Father Barré had been called from Paris to the convent at Rouen;
- he had spent fifteen years there, and had long and earnestly consid-
ered the best means of teaching the poor. Towards the year 1666,
he finally made a beginning. He assembled some charitable women,
trained them, and sent them to found free schools in three neigh-
boring towns. Some months later, he opened four others in various
quarters of Rouen.

The town’s people were religious, and very charitable. Members
of the clergy, Councillors of Parliament, barristers, interested them-
selves in the new work, and contributed funds towards its support,in
spite of Father Barré’s resistance, for he feared riches. The town of
Rouen in this way came to be endowed with a seminary for school-
mistresses which was to branch out all over Normandy.

Mme de Maillefer had been actively zealous in laying the founda-
tion of the schools, and success inspired her with the desire to estab-
lish one at Rheims, her native town. She made acquaintance with
Canon Roland in one of his visits to Rouen, and contributed towards
the foundation of the community of the Daughters of the Child Jesus.
This, however, did not satisfy her zeal, and she wished to found a
similar school for boys. She confided this new idea to M. BRoland,
who approved of it, and they concerted together as to the means of
realizing it, when the death of the holy canon seemed to put an end
to the whole scheme.

But Mme de Maillefer resolved not to give it up, and God having
taken one helpmate from her, she at once set about finding another.

There was then at Rouen a pious layman named Adrien Nyel, who
had interested himself in the children of the poor all his life. He was
a native of Beauvais ', and had apparently been called to Rouen by

1 Not the city of Beauvais, hut a village of the same name in the diocese of Laon.
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M. Laurent de Bimorel, administrator of the hospital. In 1657, he
was appointed, at a salary of a hundred francs, to instruct the young
men of the Office in Christian doctrine, to teach them to read and
write, and at the same time he had to look after the house. Later on,
he occupied himself with the children who were serving as appren-
tices, or placed out as servants. He found out some poor laymen
who, for the meagre remuneration of fifty francs a year, undertook
to be at one and the same time teachers, sacristans and infirmarians,
under the direction of the Relieving Office. They called themselves
Brothers. Piety was the sole motive of their vocation, and, without
being bound by any vow, they generally remained faithful to it.

M. Nyel held a somewhat independent position in the Office, and
was greatly esteemed. He was intimate with one of the administra-
tors of the hospital whom we have mentioned, M. Laurent de Bimo-
rel, who, before his death, bequeathed to the establishment a con-
siderable income to keep up two charity schools, of which M. Nyel
was named director for life, being also lodged and boarded in the
house.

M. Nyel’s whole life had thus been passed amidst children, and it
was unanimously agreed that he was the best man to found schools
at Rheims. Being of an enterprising nature, he accepted Mm¢ de
Maillefer's offer, and set out for Rheims. He was then fifty-nine
vears of age. Before leaving Rouen, he gave to the Relieving Office
a sum of thirteen hundred francs for the poor, on condition that the
Office should pay him a hundred francs annuity, and have prayers
offered up for his soul after his death.

Mme de Maillefer signed an engagement to allow him a salary of
one hundred crowns * for his support and that of a lad of fourteen
that he took with him. She gave himn, moreover, letters of introduc-
tion— one for Blessed de la Salle, to whom she was related, and an-
other for the Superior of the Sisters of the Child Jesus, whom she had
known at Rouen, where that Religious had directed the Community
of Providence.

M. Nyel arrived at Rheims armed with Mme de Maillefer’s instruc-
tions, but never dreaming of the great work of which he was to be
the first instrument. Blessed de la Salle himself was far from think-
ing then of the schools.

$ An écu (crown) was worth three francs.
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More than once, charitable persons had endeavoured to turn his
zeal in that direction, but without success. Educated in an exclusive
society, of refined manners and intellectual counversation, he felt
little interest in those school-masters, who were men of obscure
condition, narrow minds and rough manners. If any one had fore-
told to him that he would one day be their father and their friend,
and that his life was to be spent in evoking and directing the self-
sacrifice that was hidden under those rude exteriors, he would have
scouted the notion. But God glories in sending His grace to over-
come nature, and compel it to act against inclination.

Blessed de la Salle was, moreover, a humble and docile soul. He
_ thought very little of himself, he did not trouble himself as to the
mission appointed him, nor peer curiously into the future, but strove
simply to do his duty from day to day.

‘When Canon Roland, his director, spoke to him about the com-
munity of the Child Jesus, he took an interest in the work out of def-
erence for its founder. Later, he interested himself in it to fulfil the
last wishes of a dying man; but he viewed it in the light of a passing
incident that was not destined to take a lasting place in his life.
As soon as he got the community legally recognized, he considered
that he had done all that was to be expected of him.

He had, however, kept up friendly and confidential intercourse
with the Superioress of the Community. One day, he went to see
her, and, as he reached the door, he found a stranger there in the
act of knocking. The stranger had come from Rouen, bearing letters
for the Superioress, whom he wished to consult on a matter of im-
portance. M. de la Salle allowed him to pass in first; butin a few
minutes’, he was himself sent for by the Superioress, who begged
hin to assist at the interview. The stranger was M. Nyvel.

Blessed de la Salle listened with great interest to his plan, but at a
glance he seized all its difficulties. A new foundation interferes with
vested interests, knocks against the general indifference, and meets a
host of natural enemies in all those narrow-minded persons who set
their faces against anything they have not themselves invented. The
girls’ school had not been founded at Rheims without difficulty; but
the boys’ school was likely to provoke far greater opposition. The
official school-master would see his authority threatened ; the mag-
istrates would tremble at the prospect of new taxes on the town;
the kindness of the Archbishop was likely to have been exhausted by
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all he had done for the Community of the Child Jesus. All these rea-
sons must be weighed and discussed in secret, before rousing the
opposition that was inevitable. It was necessary that the arrival ot
M. Nyel, and above all the object of his visit, should be kept a pro-
found secret.

M=e de Maillefer had desired him to go and stay at the house of
her brother; Blessed de la Salle dissuaded him from this. ¢ In
going to M. de Maillefer’s house, ” he said, ‘‘ you proclaim your
scheme, and in proclaiming it you foil it. Your residence there will
excite suspicion as to the motive of your coming. The wide social
distance between you and your host will set people wondering what
brings vou here as his guest. They will ask questions, and gossip,
and you will be the butt of all the idle busy bodies of the place;
vour every step will be watched and pried after, and when it is found
out what you are seeking, every door will be shut against you. ”

Blessed de la Salle was so convinced of the truth of what he urged,
that he offered M. Nyel hospitality in his own house, in order to
screen himn from the inevitable consequences of being M. de Maille-
fer's guest. ‘¢ Come to me, " he said; ‘‘ my house is an inn where
ecclesiastics are in the habit of stopping. You look just like a coun-
try pastor; you will easily pass for one. At any rate, I have a right
to lodge whom I choose. I don’t care what people think, and still
less what they say. You can easily pass a week in my house un-
noticed. This will give you time to reflect, to look about you. You
can then make a pilgrimage to Notre Dame de Liesse as you intend-
ed, and, on your return, you can make an attempt to open the
school. ”

M. Nyel accepted the hospitality that was thus kindly offered to
him, and wrote to Mme de Maillefer to announce the good beginning
he had made. Meantime, Blessed de la Salle consulted Almighty
God, his guide in all things, for although he heartily approved of
the undertaking, he knew not how to set about it. Mistrusting his
own lights, he resolved to submit the difficulty to some pious eccle-
siastics of the town, amongst others, the Reverend Father Claude
de Bretagne, prior of Saint Remi, and afterwards prior of the abbey
of Saint Germain-des-Prés, in Paris.

They met at the house of the pious Canon, and held private con-
ferences to examine into the affair. M. de la Salle’s advice was to
confide the school to a parish-priest who would be zealous enough
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to take the management of it, discreet enough not to talk about it,
and generous enough to support it. After reflecting well on this vital
point, Blessed de la Salle was of opinion that they ought to address
themselves to the parish-priest of Sain§ Maurice, M. Dorigny, a man
of zeal, firmness and piety, and whom they all judged capable of en-
suring the success of the venture, if he would consent to undertake it.
Everybody agreed that this was sound advice, and all begged M. de
la Salle himself to open the matter to M. Dorigny.

Works that are in God’s design, in spite of the trials they have to
pass through, meet with extraordinary helps at their birth. The
hills are levelled to make way for them, and one feels that the spirit
of God moves souls towards them. It so happened that M. Dorigny
was thinking of opening free schools in his parish, when Providence
sent him both the man and the money wherewith to carry out his
design. He received the overture with joy, and insisted on having
at his table both M. Nyel and the young companion who assisted
him in the class. Mme de Maillefer’s annuity sufficed to cover all
expenses, and the school was opened in 1679. It was the first kernel
of the Christian schools, and M. de la Salle, having helped it on so
successfully, considered his interference and responsibility at an
end.

Again he was mistaken. Providence, seeing how faithful he was,
had no intention of curtailing his destined mission, of which this
first achievement was only an outline. He was obedient to grace,
and grace was about to lead himn whither he knew not.

M. Nyel had kept up constant intercourse with Blessed de la Salle.
He often came to see him, consulted him in his difficulties, and
sometimes wanted little services which the kindly Canon rendered
him with pleasure. Neither the one nor the other had any future
plans, or dreamed of any future partnership.

A few months later, a pious lady of the parish of Saint James,
Mme Catherine Leclerc, widow of M. Antoine Levéque de Croyeére,
heard about this school of Saint Maurice, and conceived the idea
of endowing her parish with a similar one. She was rich and
childless; she was dangerously ill, and wished for nothing belter
than to devote part of her fortune to good works.

M. Nyel, who dreamed only of foundations and of seeing his dear
schools planted everywhere, heard of her wish, and hastened to see
her. He laid his plans before her, explained what steps were to be
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taken, and, to strengthen her further in her good resolutions, he
assured her that M. de la Salle, who had consented to be the pro-
tector of the Saint Maurice school, would lend her his help.

But when Blessed de la Salle heard this, he did not show the prom-
ised alacrity to codperate in the new venture. He was of opinion
that the work ought not to be too widely diffused before it was con-
solidated. He did not wish, however, to be an obstacle in the way
of a good work, so he went to see Mme de Croyére, who was anxious
to talk the matter over with him.

She congratulated him on the good he had done in the parish
of Saint Maurice, and implored him to second her wishes:—
“ I must profit by this favorable opportunity, ’’ she said, ¢ for it
is already some time since God first put this thought into iny heart,
and I should be greatly comforted to see it carried out before I
die. ”’

She offered an annuity of five hundred francs on her income for
the foundation, and to leave at her death a sum of ten thousand
francs to secure it after her. Blessed de la Salle could not withstand
these earnest entreaties. The terms were accepted, and Mme de
Croyeére died six weeks later without having enjoyed her good action.
Her heirs carefully carried out her intentions, and the school was
opened in the month of Septernber 1679. M. Nyel himself took
charge of it, having placed other masters at the head of the Saint
Maurice school.

The new school was soon as flourishing as the first, and later on,
the parish of Saint Jacques itself, which inherited Mme de Crovére’s
rights, pledged itself legally to give the Brothers the interest of a
capital of ten thousand francs.

So the schools rose by degrees, and Blessed de la Salle found
himself committed, so to speak, unawares. He has left us a charm-
ing account of his own feelings and the way that Providence
worked to compass the purpose it had in view. ‘¢ It was,’ he tells
us in one of his Memoirs, ¢ through a meeting with M. Nyel, and
a proposal of Mme de Croyére’s that I was led to take charge of the
bovs’ schools. 1 had no idea of doing it. Not but that it had
been proposed to me. Several friends of M. Roland’s had tried to
persuade me into it; but they could not get it into my head, and it
did not occur to me to undertake it. If I had even dreamed that
the care I took of the masters out of pure charity would one day
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lead to my living with them, I would have given up the whole
thing at once; for, as I naturally looked on those whom I em-
ployed in the schools, especially in the beginning, as far beneath
me, the mere thought of having to live with them would have been
intolerable. '

‘¢ I felt a great repugnance, indeed, when they used to come to
my house for the first two years. It was apparently, on this
account, that God, who does all things gently and wisely, and does
not as a rule force men against their inclinations, brought it about
so imperceptibly and gradually, that one engagement led me to
another, and I found myself committed to the entire care of the
schools without having foreseen anything. *’

M. Nyel was the nominal superior of the dawning community. He
taught the class and managed the children well; but he was much
. less skillful in managing the masters.

Active, too active perhaps, often absent travelling, always full of
new plans, he was not the one to inspire recollection in the masters
and that spirit of regularity that is essential to the fostering of
vocations. Blessed de la Salle saw these defects, and strove to make
up for them. He could not but feel interested in a community
which he had been chiefly instrumental in founding. He went there
frequently, and was helpful 1o it in many ways. There were five
masters for the two schools, and they were all lodged in the house
of the parish-priest of Saint Maurice; but the house had now be-
come too small for so many people; they were ill at ease in it, and
their means were very straitened, the resources of the community
all told consisting in Mme de Maillefer’s three hundred francs and
the five hundred of Mm¢ de Croyére, whereas they would have re-
quired at least a thousand.

Blessed de la Salle could not, without being moved to pity, see
the wretched plight of the poor masters. It occurred to him that
the best way to help them would be to hire a house close to his own
where he could lodge them, and have food carried to them from his
own kitchen, and thus greatly reduce their expenses. He consulted
M. Nvel about the plan, and the latter having approved it, he hired
on a lease of eighteen months a house behind Saint Symphorien,
near the rampart, not far from his own, and installed the masters
there on the 25th of December 1679.

When they were seitled in their new abode, Blessed de la Salle
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wrote out a rule for them, so that their life might be well ordered,
and their work and hours well proportioned. He fixed the hours
for rising and going to bed, for prayer, for meals, and he used
continually to look in to assure himself that the rule was duly
observed.

Meantime, M. Nyel had improved the opportunity by opening a
third school in this new house for the children of the district, and it
was soon as full as the other two.

So passed the year 1680.

All this time, Blessed de la Salle was going on with his theologi-
cal studies at the University of Rheims. He passed his examina-
tions, maintained his theses, and in 1681 received the Doctor’s cap
at the age of thirty. Science seemed to be removing him farther
and farther from that primary popular education which was to
absorb his life. ¢‘ T imagined, ” he writes in his Memoirs, ‘‘ that the
direction of the schools and the masters, being merely an exterior
direction, committed me to nothing more than providing them with
the necessaries, and taking care that the latter acquitted themselves
of their duty with piety and assiduity. ”’ He was mistaken; the
care of them was to be his exclusive occupation, and these very
studies that he was pursuing with so much ardor, were only to be
of use hereafter in guiding him to direct ihe rising Institute, and to
preserve his future disciples from the theological errors into which
sectarians would one day try to ensnare them.

Insensibly, Blessed de la Salle was being rivetted to the school-
masters.

Although he found them uncouth in manner, he admired their
good will, and considered them as emissaries charged to bring souls
to Jesus Christ. It behoved them, therefore, to form themselves
on that model, and he labored indefatigably to make them perfect.
He could not, however, devote as much time to them as they re-
quired. The canonical office took up a portion of his day, and,
added to this, he had his hours for study, his own business, his
family, and could only attend to the masters in odd moments, as it
were by stealth.

He thought it all over, and saw that there was nothing for it but
to let them take their meals at his table, instead of having their food
carried out to them; the expense to him would be the same, and he
could utilize the hour spent at table. Having decided that this was
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the best plan, he at once adopted it. The school-masters came and
sat at board with him twice a day. One of them read aloud, and
the holy priest took advantage of this to make them a little discourse
on the duties of their calling.

This growing intimacy, and the rapid way the schools were
encroaching upon his life, began to cause his family some anxiety,
and they remonstrated with him. ¢ Such work, ’’ they said, *“ was

~not fit for him; he was letting himself be absorbed by it to the neglect
of more imperious duties. Before busying himself about strangers,
he owed himself to his brothers who lived with him, and on whom
he had no right to force such company.” Blessed de la Salle made
no answer to this. The good he was doing the masters was mani-
fest, and not to be relinquished. He was bound even to prefer it
to his own benefit, and to try and make this work fit in with his
other duties. He already began to find the hour of meals too short,
and to reckon up all the stray moments during the day that he
might turn to account for the masters if they were near him. Yet
he hesitated still to take them altogether into his house because of
the opposition he was sure to encounter.

Just at this juncture, the town of Guise, which is next to Rheims,
manifested a great zeal for charity schools. M!le de Guise had open-
ed three for girls, and had applied to Father Barré for mistresses.
The aldermen wanted others to be founded for boys, and as they
heard of those in Rheims, they went to M. Nyel, and begged him to
come and organize some in their town. M. Nyel could not resist
such an invitation. In vain did Blessed de la Salle represent to him
that he could not ahsent himself, and compromise for an uncer-
tainty a work already founded, but still weak, and leave the young
masters without direction; such a line of action could not draw
down God’s blessing, and so rash a venture could not succeed. But
M. Nvel was not to be moved from his purpose.

His absence, he said, would be short, and he could not miss so
good a chance as this. He started off, accordingly, in Holy Week
of the year 1681, reckoning secretly on Blessed de la Salle replacing
him. The latter could not, indeed, make up his mind to leave the
young masters without supervision, even for a few days. They
rose at five o’clock, made their meditation, and heard mass at six.
He wished that, on coming out of church, instead of going home,
they should come to his house, and spend the day there, except
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during the class-hours when they were at the schools. All the rest
of the time they were with him, eating in the same refectory, each
receiving his portion, and performing all their duties at a fixed
hour until night prayers, when they went to their own house to
sleep.

This lasted for eight days, when M. Nyel came back from Guise
without having founded his school; but, in this interval, Blessed de
la Salle had discovered in the lives of the masters certain grave
disorders to which a prompt remedy must be applied if the work
was not to fall to pieces. There were many drawbacks attendant
on M. Nyel’s wandering life. He acknowledged it himself without
seeing his way to mend the evil, and seeing the marked improve-
ment that had taken place in the masters during the week they
had been under Blessed de la Salle’s direction, he besought him to
take them into his house altogether.

The holy man was grievously perplexed. The lease of the hired
house was nearly run out, and expired on the feast of St John the
Baptist. Should he renew it, or take the masters into his own
house? It was a serious matter to decide. Not only would it in-
volve a complete change in his own daily life, hamper him with new
burdens, extra fatigue and anxiety, but it would arouse the anger of
his friends and the opposition of his family. What a battle he
would have to fight to make thein consent to it!

He could not decide without taking advice, so he set out for
Paris to consult Father Barré, who was living in a convent of his
order in the Place Royale. After passing fifteen years at Rouen,
Father Barré had returned to Paris in 1675, and had founded schools
there. The first was opened in 1677 in the parish of Saint Jean-
en-Gréve, and he had founded at the same time a seminary for
school-mistresses. There were thirty of them, and they went every
day to hold classes in the parishes of Saint Eustache, Saint Laurent
and Saint Louis-en-I'lle.

Father Barré had also interested himself in the education of boys,
but without success. He gathered into the parish of Saint Gervais
a certain number of Brothers who had fallen into evil courses, and
ended by deserting their calling.

Blessed de la Salle laid before him the state of the schools at
Rheims; told him how he had been imperceptibly led into taking
the direction of them; explained the results that had been obtained,
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and the difficulties that had still to be overcome. On hearing all
this, the saintly Religious no longer hesitated. He saw clearly now
why it was that he, who had put his hand to this work, had not
been able to found it. Blessed de la Salle was the man destined to
accomplish the mission, and the very obstacles in his way were so
many means to the end— for God makes use of trials to strengthen
the souls of His workmen. Father Barré left nothing undone to
carry this conviction into the mind of the future founder. ¢ The
grandest designs of God on a soul, >’ he said, ‘‘ are only achieved
through contradictions. Exterior and interior trials and afflictions
slaughter nature, but they invigorate the soul. As you could get
no wine out of the grape without crushing it in the wine-press,
neither can a soul produce any great work until it has been in the
wine- press of temptations, persecutions, tribulations and afflictions.
The perfect Christian ought to he like the cock on the church
steeple, that turns with every wind without ever coming out from
under the cross!.’’ Blessed de la Salle was deeply impressed by
these counsels, and left Paris with his mind fully made up.

On the 24th of June 1681, the feast of his patron, St John the
Baptist, he took the whole Community into his house. This final
step exasperated his family to the last degree, and excited the
wonder of society beyond all bounds. Up to this point, it had been
possible to hope that his scheme would not go beyond encouraging
a useful work, as any good man might do; he had directed souls,
as in duty bound by his priestly office, but this had not absorbed
him to the detriment of all other occupations; now, however, the
secondary work had suddenly become the principal, almost the
exclusive one. He gave himself up to it wholly; he seemed to have
no other concern on earth hut to direct school-masters. The world
laughed at him, the world does not understand the heauty of Divine
work, and knows not what charity is. It laughed at this man of
good Birth who demeaned himself to such low company; at this
Doctor who sought the companionship of poor teachers whose
business was to point out @ b ¢ to children, and who knew little
more than their pupils. In fact, people were almost scandalized to
see a Canon stooping to such an office. As to his family, their indig-
nation knew no bounds. They were humiliated, and injured in

1 Spiritual Maxims, by Rev. Father Barré, p. 26.
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their dearest interests. They had dreamed of Church dignities for
M. de la Salle, honors to which his birth and his talents naturally
called him, and they now beheld him giving himself up to work
which could bring him neither honor nor profit.

Blessed de la Salle, guardian of his brothers, was the eldest and
the head of the family. His other relations were in the habit of
dining with him at stated times, and these repasts were an oppor-
tunity for talking over the family interests and affairs, and keeping
alive concord and affection amongst all the members. These meet-
ings, formerly a source of Christian recreation and delight to
Blessed de la Salle, were now a trial and a suffering to him, for his
relations took the opportunity to upbraid him concerning his absurd
purpose. As soon as they began on this chapter, he would fold his
arms on his breast, and listen with the patience of an angel,
answering nothing.

The arguments they brought forward were not of the kind that
could influence him, or shake his determination. What did it
matter to him that the school-masters were men of low birth, if
they were servants of God; that their manners were coarse, if their
conscience was delicate; that they made a poor figure with their
black coat and thin white collar, if they filled a great function ?

But the unceasing reproaches of his family made some impression
on his brothers, and two of them left hitn. The eldest, who loved
hiin tenderly, would not separate from him, and continued to live
in the same house. The second went away and took up his abode
with a brother-in-law; the third, who was younger, was removed
and placed at school with the Canons regular, at Senlis. This
grieved Blessed de la Salle, but it did not discourage him. All the
ties that hound him to the world were being broken, one hy one,
in order to make the final breach easier. He felt himself freer. But
suddenly a terrible trial was sent to him : he began to doubt.

At the very mnoment when he was sacrificing the affection of his
family and the approval of the world, he asked himself if he was
not pursuing a phantom, and if the work he loved was not going to
vanish from him like a shadow. The masters that M. Nvel had
brought together, and who had grown used to an independent life
while he directed them, would not bear the regularity which
Blessed de la Salle exacted from them. The greater number had
no vocation; M. Nvel had taken them here and there, as chance
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offered, without discernment. When they found themselves in a
house as regular in its rules as a monastery, where they were
treated like Religious, after having stipulated simply to be school-
masters, they slunk away, one after the other. A few had to be
dismissed as incompetent, so that in a short time the house was
almost empty. Only two masters remained faithful.

This exodus was a terrible blow to Blessed de la Salle. His work
seemed on the point of perishing. After having braved the re-
proaches of his relatives, the criticisms of his brother priests, and the
malignity of outsiders, he was going to find himself with nothing
left but his shattered scheme. He held on bravely, he prayed, and,
lo! before the end of the year 1682 new subjects began to arrive.
Blessed de la Salle had already put in practice the exercises that are
still followed in the Institute, so the new-comers could have no
illusions. They knew what they were committing themselves to,
and understood the obligations they were about to contract. By
their piety and their aptitude for teaching, their self-devotion and
spirit of community life, they showed that they were chosen of
God.

Blessed de la Salle continued more devoted than ever to them.
He was like the courageous laborer who hesitates to put his hand
to the plough, but who, once the ploughing is begun, drives his
furrow straight on, unmindful of stones and thorns. He lived with
the masters, and strove to fashion them more and more into a relig-
ious community. Without imposing practices on themn as one in
authority, he made them feel the necessity of them, inspired them
with the desire of prayer and self-denial, and led them to embrace
observances which seemed to be their own suggestion rather than
his. Finally, when a resolution was adopted, he saw that it was
faithfully carried out, and was the first to set an example of con-
stancy.

In order to train all these souls of such varied callings and with
such opposite dispositions, to cut and fashion them like stones that
are to fit into a noble and solid building, a great unity in spiritual
direction was necessary. The choice of a confessor was even more
important than the choice of a superior. Blessed de la Salle made
the masters understand the necessity of all confessing to the same
priest.

They sought a fitting one long and earnestly; but the right man
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was not easy to find : one was good and capable, but he had not
the right spirit, and disheartened the Brothers; another was all
they wanted, but he lived too far off, and so on with many others.
These repeated failures at last determined them to appeal to M. de
la Salle himself. He was their superior, their father; he lived with
them, and knew, as no one else could know, the point they had
started from, and the one for which they aimed. He was both
firm and gentle, and he had their whole confidence. They besought
him to become their director. He, however, hesitated long before
consenting; he feared that difficulties might arise from the functions
of temporal superior and spiritual director being united in one
person. He took counsel with several enlightened ecclesiastics,
who advised him not to be deterred by this scruple. He yielded,
therefore, to the desire of the masters, and while he lived remained
their confessor.

At Christmas tide in the year 1681, M. Nyel left Rheims. He was
delighted at the improvement he saw in the house, and, judging
his presence no longer necessary there, he gave himself up with a
clear conscience to his passion for travelling, and set out to found
new schools. Blessed de la Salle was now left quite alone in the
direction and management of the house at Rheims.

About this time an event occurred which brought him to the
brink of the grave, and increased still more his confidence in God.
He was riding home from the country; the snow lay thick on the
ground, filling up the ditches and blotting out the roads. M. de
la Salle lost his way, and fell into a deep hole. He called out for
help; no one came. The place was lonely as a desert, the bad
weather kept all travellers away. He strove in vain for a long time
to get out of the pit; night was coming on, his position was hope-
less. He had recourse to God, and God hearkened to his prayer.
After a last violent effort, he succeeded in climbing up to the level
ground, and found his way, but mot without bearing ever after
traces of the danger he had run; he received internal injuries which
were a source of suffering to him all his life, but which served
chiefly to keep alive in his heart the remembrance of the mercy God
had shown him in rescuing hiin from a certain death. He never
spoke of the circumstance without profound gratitude.

Blessed de la Salle had remained hitherto with his disciples in the
house of his fathers; but it was ill adapted to its new destination,
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and was situated in too frequented a neighborhood, where the stir
of business and the gay world disturbed the school-masters. The
holy priest looked out for a quieter abode, and after a good deal
of trouble found one at the entrance of the Rue Neuve, opposite
Sainte-Claire, in the faubourg Saint-Remy, which answered his
purpose; so he hired it, and the community moved into it on the
24th of June 1682, the feast of his patron, St John the Baptist. The
Brothers never afterwards left it.

In leaving the paternal house, Blessed de la Salle broke off with
his past. He said good-bye to the memories of his childhood, to
the joys of his youth, and to all that had surrounded his life up to
this time. He had now moved farther away than ever from his
kindred, his friends and the world, and he was advancing towards
an unknown future with no guiding star but his love for God.



CHAPTER IIL .

SACRIFICE.

By his fidelity to grace from the earliest years of his life, Blessed
de la Salle had deserved to be called to the highest duties. He had
kept his youth free from sin, and, in taking orders, he consecrated
himself wholly to God’s service. And, lo! God, to reward his gene-
rosity, had come and taken him by the hand, and had, without his
knowledge, confided to him an incomparable work, the Christian
education of childood.

The mere strength of human nature did not suffice for such an
undertaking, and one man, whatever might have been his genius

and his perseverance, would not have compassed it. It needed more °

than courage, more than genius : it needed sanctity. .

Blessed de la Salle, before undertaking his great work, had first
to accomplish a work on himself. He had still to purify his life,
which he had preserved thus far in piety and the fear of God. He
was to rise from the easy virtues of youth to the more arduous duties
of evangelical perfection, to renounce honors, fortune, family affec-
tions, his own inclinations, in order to give to these poor children
whom God confided to him, a heart no longer held captive by a
single earthly tie.
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Grace had called M. de la Salle : this we saw in the last chapter.
M. de la Salle corresponded to grace by a complete sacrifice of him-
self : this is what we shall see in the following pages. Nothing could
be more interesting than the object of such a narrative, rather of
such a drama.

The Christian schools, once solidly established in Rheims, began
to spread beyond their centre, like those plants which, having taken
root, put out fresh branches on every side. In many towns, the
municipalities and the clergy, struck by the necessity for organizing
education for the poor, were deterred by the difficulty of finding
masters. The fact that Rheims had excellent ones soon became
known in the neighboring districts, and the desire arose to obtain
others like them.

Rethel was the first town that made a demand for them. In 1682,
the aldermen and the parish-priests addressed themselves to Blessed
de la Salle, and begged him to found a school in their town, prom-
ising to furnish the necessary funds. The holy priest hesitated.
He feared that too rapid a growth might exhaust his new-born In-
stitute, and that by developing too quickly, it might perish away. In
order to confide the direction of schools to masters removed from
under his own watchful eye, it was necessary that the masters
should have gained strength in their vocation by a long novitiate,
and he only had at his disposal young men of still uncertain vocations
and untried virtue. He was, therefore, inclined to refuse, at least
for the present, all proposals from without.

He rightly believed that in the life of every foundation there are
two periods : a period of preparation during which the elements are
fermenting and organizing, and a period of expansion when the sap
rises, and circulates, and produces fruit; in other words, the hidden
life and the public life, the movement of concentration and the
movement of propagation. Such is,in fact, the law which regulates
the development of all created beings, from the plant up to man;
and it applies equally to works, and those works that ignore it run
the risk of dying of inanition. We have seen only too many and
too striking examples of this.

Blessed de la Salle had, however, reckoned without M. Nyel,
whose impatience could ill brook these delays. His way was to go
as far as he could from one foundation to another. He volunteered
to go off at once to Rethel and manage the whole thing by himself.
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Soon a new and weighty influence was brought to bear on M. de la
Salle : this was the Duc de Mazarin, who strongly supported the
demand of the aldermen, and offered to contribute to the mainte-
nance of the masters. After this, there was no holding in M. Nyel.
He set out to Rethel, hired a house, and the Duc de Mazarin, the
parish-priest and a charitable person named M'e Bouralletti, gav
the necessary funds. The school was opened in 1682. The sympa-
thy it met with gave Blessed de la Salle the idea of buying a house
at Rethel soon afterwards for the purpose of establishing his semi-
nary there.

But the schools were not to go on flourishing without obstacles.
It was necessary that their basis should be solidly established, and
the trials of their founder were, in a measure, the price to be paid
for their development. M. de la Salle, having gone to Rethel, the
Duc de Mazarin, who held him in the greatest esteem, wished to
make his acquaintance; he honored him with a visit, and proposed
to him to raise an annuity on the ducal domains to secure the sup-
port of several masters. Blessed de la Salle gratefully accepted this
advantageous proposal. The contract was settled; but some ill-
disposed mischief-makers meddled in the affair, and it fell to the
ground. The pious Canon suffered the disappointment without a
murmur. He knew that, according to Father Barré’s maxim,
* we must, in order to arrive at humility, be very glad not to
succeed even in the concerns that God gives us to do for His own
glory.”

Somne time afterwards, two rich inhabitants of Rethel died, and
left him a considerable sum, to make the foundation he had in
view; but no sooner had he got all the necessary deeds and titles in
hand, then the heirs refused to carry out the will. Blessed de la
Salle gave up'the legacy rather than go to law about it.

This never-failing patiepce ended by triumphing over the most
obstinate resistance, and carried him through all difficulties and
opposition. In 1685, M. de Mazarin took up the scheme which had
fallen through some years before at Rethel. He gave a capital of
three thousand two hundred francs, the interest of which was to
go to support a community of young men who were preparing to
be school-masters. This community was under the management
of two directors named by Blessed de la Salle, and dates from 1685.

On the 22th of September of the samne year, a similar foundation

¥
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was made on the estate of the Marquis of Mont-Cornet, and M. de
Mazarin contributed three burses to the establishment.

Soon after Rethel got its school, the town of Chateau- Portien

said it must have one. On the 20th of June 1682, the dean of the

«aldermen wrote to Blessed de la Salle to ask him for masters. The
;letter was so pressing that M. de la Salle answered it the same day : —
¢ Even if I took but little interest in what concerns the glory of

1God, I should be very hardened not to be moved by the earnest
prayers of your dean and by the obliging manner in which you have
done me the honor to write to me to-day. It would be very wrong
of me, Gentlemen, not to send you masters, seing your ardour and
eagerness for the Christian education of your children. 1 beg you,
therefore, to believe that I have nothing more at heart than the
seconding of your good intentions, and no later than next Saturday
I will send you two masters, with whom I hope you will be satisfied,
to open your school the day after the feast of St Peter.

The promise was punctually kept, and the school opened. The
town of Guise again came forward. The year before, M. Nyel had
gone there, but he had failed to found a school. He had scarcely
been six months at Rethel when Guise called him back, and was
ready to accept all his conditions. The aldermen gave the house,
and Mlle de Guise paid the salary of the masters. M. Nyel found
some one to replace him at Rethel, and came to put the new school
in working order.

Next came the town of Laon. The aldermen, the parish-priest of
Saint Pierre and the Abbot of Saint Martin had all coalesced to start
this noble and useful enterprise. The town gave the house, and
provided part of the salary; the Religious and the parish-priest
furnished the rest. M. Nyel at once came flying to Laon, and,
having placed the Guise school in safe hands, took the management
of this new one, which he continued to direct for two years: a con-
siderable time for him to remain stationary, who was always moving
from place to place. But from this centre his solicitude reached

-out to all the neighboring schools, for Blessed de la Salle would
only undertake the direction of those at Rheims. He had numerous
other occupations. Over and above the duties of his canonry, the
Archbishop, who knew his zeal, employed him sometimes in divers
missions. Then in 1684, the Vicars general of Rheims sent him to
convert a neighboring little town that had fallen away from all relig-
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ious practices. He undertook the mission, and owing to God’s
blessing, he succeeded in it.

M. de la Salle held to doing thoroughly everything that he under-
took, and therefore he followed the wise principle of not undertaking
more than he could accomplish. Towards the end of the year 1682,
it seemed to him, he tells us, that God was calling him to take
charge of the schools, and that, as he had to be first at all the exer-
cises of the community, he could not be as assiduous at the Divine
office as was expected of him. For the first time, it occurred to
him to resign his canonry. But this was an important step not to
be lightly decided on. He prayed, and reflected long before making
up his mind.

The reasons which suggested it weighed more heavily each day
on his awakened conscience, and others came to re-enforce them.
Symptoms of discouragement were appearing amongst his disciples.
They were bearing up under the present, but the future terrified
them. What was to become of them when they were old and in-
firm? When they should have worn themselves out in work
without pay, were they to die of want? After a life of toil and pri-
vations, nothing but inevitable starvation awaited them. Blessed
de la Salle in vain strove to revive their confidence. He reminded
them that God never abandons those who put heir trust in Him,
and proposed to them the parable of the lilies, that spin not, and
that God clothes; of the birds, that reap not, whom God feeds. But
the hearts of the Brothers were deaf to his words; even the Gospel
could not strengthen their faltering courage.

What made M. de la Salle’s counsels and exhortations of so little
avail was that he himself preached more by word than by example.
One day, at last, the Brothers spoke out, and exposed all their
anxieties to him. Confidence, said they, came easy enough to him,
because he wanted for nothing. He had a good canonry backed by
a good patrimony. Want could never overtake him, and the ruin of
the schools would leave him unharmed. But what was to become
of them, who had neither property, nor income, nor trade? How
were they to go on living?

These reflexions finally decided Blessed de la Salle. He under-
stood that on his side, as on theirs, the foundations of the Institute
must be poverty and absolute abandonment to God. Duty seemed
now clear to him.
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The two functions were manifestly incompatible. He no longer
hesitated between the two. The one was easy, honorable and lucra-
tive; the other was an obscure calling, as yet uncertain, without
honor, and without profit. He made his choice of the latter, and
resolved to resign his canonry. He at once cominunicated his reso-
lution to his director. The latter combated all his reasons, blamed
his plan, and ordered him to give it up. ¢ Such a determination, ”
he said, ¢‘ was most likely the result of a caprice, and an ecclesias-
tical career was not to be upset in that fashion without long and
serious reflexion. If it was the voice of God that was making itself
heard in his soul, it would end by triumphing over all human resist-
ance. Meantime, he must wait and consider.” This was the voice
of wisdom. :

Blessed de la Salle submitted humbly; but he could not command
his thoughts, and the reasons that had led to his determination
pursued him incessantly. He could not make the days be long
enough to furnish time for all his duties; he could not, above all,
prevent the masters from contrasting bitterly their precarious con-
dition with the state in which he lived. Some months went by like
this. He then made another eflort to convert his director to his
views; but again the latter desired him to wait.

He waited ; but, considering it necessary to have recourse to
several opinions in so important an affair, he went to Paris to con-
sult Father Barré, whose interior light he had already had occasion
to appreciate. Father Barré fully and unreservedly approved of his
design. He would have wished it even more perfect, he would have
wished it to include absolute detachment from all the things of this
world.

¢ The foxes have their dens, " he said to him, ¢‘ and the birds of
the air their nests, but the Son of man has not whereon to lay His
head. ” Those are the words of Scripture, and this is what they
mean : The foxes are the children of this world who attach them-
selves to earthly things; the birds of the air are Religious who have
their cells for a shelter; and school-masters, whose vocation it is to
teach the poor after the example of Jesus Christ, should have
nothing more on earth than the Son of man had.”

These arguments made a deep impression on Blessed de la Salle;
they seemed to him as the voice of God, and even his director
at last was conquered by them, and withdrew his opposition.



The cathedrs]l of Laon. — One of the most ancient and complete typos of Gothic architecture
of the first period.
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Notwithstanding the secrecy with which he had surrounded his
intention, it eked out, and created an extraordinary sensation in the
town.- Astonishment soon gave way to blame, and a sort of league
was set on foot to prevent the pious Canon from carrying out his
design. His relatives, his friends, his brother Canons, his supe-
riors, dll coalesced against him. His family were furious at his
giving up a post which reflected honor on them; his brethren were
grieved to lose a man whose high qualities they esteemed; his supe-
riors, who had found him a useful auxiliary, regretted his services.
No arguments were spared to shake his determination. ¢ He was
about, ” they said, ‘‘1o renounce duties consecrated by the Church,
for a perilous undertaking the success and duration of which nothing
guaranteed. Had he not formerly recognized the vocation which
called him to be a Canon, and was it no longer possible to please
God in that holy state? Moreover, if he was doing good now, it
was at the expense of others. By this extraordinary step, he was
throwing discredit on his family, and might injure the prospects of
his brothers. Was perfection really to be found in this uncommon
way, or was not a secret pride leading himn to it? He wanled to be
singular, to found an order, to wear a habit that would attract atten-
tion, and this was a serious temptation where souls more perfect
than his had perished. ”

Blessed de la Salle hesitated before these grave reasons, and
before the unanimous opposition of those whom he loved and was
accustomed to obey. His soul had to face one of those conflicts
which decide the destiny of a life-time. His past rose up before
him, and clung to him to hold him back.

He entered into himself; he probed the depths of his heart before
God, and found it pure. He weighed the reasons that had guided
his resolutions with those that were now put in the balance against
them, and found these wanting. He came victorious out of this
final struggle, his courage strengthened, and ready to carry out his
resolution without further delay.

It was the month of July 1683. Blessed de la Salle set out to
Paris to place his resignation in the hands of the Archbishop of
Rheims, who was there just then; but he did not see him; the
Archbishop had gone back to Rheims. Blessed de la Salle went
to Saint Sulpice, and saw M. de la Barmondiére, the parish-priest;
he related to hiin the history of his undertaking, and the pious
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ecclesiastic was so charmed with it, that he made him promise on
the spot to send him two Brothers at once. This was the breaking
of the dawn.

On his return to Rheims, Blessed de la Salle went to the Arch-
bishop’s house; but he was refused admittance. Powerful influences
had been brought to bear on the Archbishop to prevent his accepting
the holy priest’s resignation; and not knowing how to refuse his
consent, the prelate preferred not to see him.

Blessed de la Salle was not to he shaken by this new resistance.
He went to see M. Philbert, one of the Superiors of the seminary,
and who had great influence with the Archbishop, and laid his
scheme hefore him. M. Philbert entirely approved of it. Then,
unwilling to do anything without God’s help, Blessed de la Salle
went to the Cathedral, prostrated himself before the Blessed Sac-
rament, and remained several hours absorbed in prayer, imploring
God to enlighten him, to strengthen him, and to accomplish the
Divine will in him. Two persons saw him come in looking very
depressed, and were witnesses of this ardent prayer. ¢ It is
M. de la Salle, ” said one of them; ¢ pray for him, for he has lost
his reason. ” — ¢ You are right, ” replied the other, who was aware
of his sanctity, ‘“but it is the reason of this world that he has lost.”

When Blessed de la Salle rose up froimn his knees, his prayer had
heen heard. He left the church, went straight to the Archhishop’s,
and was let in without any difficulty. The prelate asked himn if he
had sought advice before adopting so grave a determination. M. de
la Salle replied that he had consulted M. Philbert. The prelate
iinmediately sent to fetch the latter from choir, and far from helying
Blessed de la Salle’s words, the worthy Canon declared that he had
advised him to give up his canonry to his brother. ‘¢ He may give
it to whomsoever he likes, " replied the Archbishop; ¢ I accept his
resignation. ” That evening, he signed the acceptation.

The Archbishop was undoubtedly sorry to lose so good a Canon,
and manifested in the presence of several persons the pain it caused
him ; but he showed no reluctance before Blessed de la Salle, thus
sparing him all the distress of answering arguments or regrets. The
great obstacle had been removed, and God had smoothed it in order
to make the sacrifice easier. The holy priest was so filled with jov,
that on returning home, he assembled the Brothers, and sang the
Te Deum whith them in thanksgiving. Like St Bruno of yore, who
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had also been a Canon of Rheims, and who gave up the office in or-
der to embrace a more perfect life, Blessed de la Salle was free to go
whither God called him.

M. de la Salle loved his brother tenderly, that brother who had
remained deeply attached to him, and who, when the others had
turned from him, had clung the more closely to him. In leaving
him his canonry, Blessed de la Salle would simply have paid him a
debt of gratitude by providing for his future. But this motive, which
would have amply satisfied another, stopped Blessed de la Salle. He
feared to yield to nature, and to seek his own advantage while seem-
ing to give it up. His sacrifice, in order to be agreeable to God,
he would make absolutely disinterested and purified from all selfish
feeling.

He, therefore, gave in his resignation after inscribing upon it the
name of one of the humblest and holiest priests in the town, M. Fau-
bert, who was far from dreaming of such an honor. The Arch-
bishop was gone to Paris, and intrigues of all sorts began again to
prevent his accepting this proposal of Blessed de la Salle.

Every one meddled in it : the Chapter, grieved at losing their
brother-canon, desired to see him replaced by a man af least equally
well-born; his family considered it a erving injustice to rob them of
the prebend which had been hestowed upon him, and an outrage on
the young Abbé de la Salle to exclude him from the inheritance; his
friends could not understand his casting away from himself and his
brother a position that was so universally coveted, and they con-
demned as a piece of excentricity a sentiment that was completely
at variance with the general opinion.

The Archbishop himself was shaken by all these worldly consider-
ations; the Chapter had written to him; all sorts of persons were
circumventing him. Without withdrawing the consent he had so
distinctly given, he determined to make one more attempt to per-
suade Blessed de la Salle to relinquish his purpose. He charged
M. Callou, Vicar general and Supervior of the seminary at Rheims,
with this delicate mission. The negociator used all his tact and ex-
hausted his eloquence, and then confessed himself not only conquer-
ed but converted. Blessed de la Salle’s arguments were irresistible,
and M. Callou’s parting words to hiin were :— ‘“ God forbid that 1
should advise you to do what so many are trying to induce you to-
do! Follow where the spirit of God is leading vou. This counsel,
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the very opposite of the one that I came charged to deliver, is the
true one. It is the only one you must listen to. ”

Thankful for this unexpected assent, Blessed de la Salle hastened
to communicate it to the Archbishop, who felt he could no longer
hesitate; he at once sent to M. Faubert the required provision. The
latter took possession of his canonry on the 16th of August 1683,
and the future showed that in refusing to resign in favour of his
brother, M. de la Salle had obeyed a wise inspiration. Some years
later, the Archbishop presented a vacant prebend to Abbé Louis de
la Salle, ¢“in order, " he said, ¢‘ to make up to him for his brother’s
folly. ”

The Abbé Louis de la Salle afterwards espoused the cause of the
Jansenists, and was amongst those of the clergy of Rheims who re-
sisted the Bull. If Blessed de la Salle had placed him in the Chapter,
how bitterly he would have reproached himself for having listened
to the voice of nature, and thereby put weapons into the hands of
his own brother to divide the Church. It is true, Canon Faubert
did not quite justify the hopes that were built upon his virtue. He
deteriorated under prosperity. So long as he was poor, he was full
of fervor. While Blessed de la Salle was near him, he followed his ex-
ample. He came to live in his house, and founded there, side by side
with the seminary for school-masters, a seminary for young eccle-
siastics whom he directed with great piety and prudence. But when
Blessed de la Salle left Rheims, the establishment fell away with the
decay of the zeal that had supported it. No one, of course, could
foresee this result. It is in no man’s power to penetrate the future
dispositions of others, or to fix them in the right way. All that can
be done is to act according to one’s light, with a pure intention, free
from personal interest and natural sympathy, and this is what the
holy priest had done.

After separating from his family and leaving the Chapter, Blessed
de la Salle thought of leaving the town, and going to Paris. M. Phil-
bert advised him to do this in order that during his absence the an-
gry excitement he had aroused might die out. M. dela Barmondiére
was impatient for him to arrive in Paris and endow his parish with
a most useful establishment. Father Barré was also urging him to
come, and assuring him that it is in Paris alone that his Institute
could be solidly founded, so as to branch out thence over the king-
dom.
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Blessed de la Salle was sorely perplexed. He consulted his direc-
tor, who took a different view of the question from that held by all
these venerable persons whom we have mentioned. He said the
Institute was as yet too young to be transferred without danger from
one place to another, and that the establishment which M. de la
Salle would leave behind him at Rheims would quickly fall away
when deprived of fostering care. In Paris, he would have to go to
great expense, and to overcome obstacles which seemed vague in
the distance, but were certain to arise. It was better to wait. The
promise he had given the parish-priest of Saint Sulpice was only
binding on the condition of being useful and reasonable. If it was
to be hurtful, 'he had much hetter adjourn its fulfilment.

These were wise reasons, and Blessed de la Salle succombed to
them. He wrote to M. de\la Barmondiére and to Father Barré, ex-

~ plaining the motives of his decision. He then set to work more ear-

M\

nestly than ever at his own sanctification.

M. de la Salle, in relinquishing his canonry, had given up honors,
but he still remained rich. His fortune, a considerable one at that
period, amounted to forty thousand francs. He was therefore in a
very different position from the masters whom he was bearing after
him into a career of evangelical perfection ; consequently the objec-
tions of the latter still held good.

He was resolved to remove this difference, and no longer to con-
tinue in the enjoyment of opulence while he was counselling them
to embrace poverty; he had begun his breach with the world by sep-
arating from his family and giving up his title, he now determined
to consummate the sacrifice by giving up his fortune.

He began, as usual, by consulting his confessor. The latter, ac-

" customed as he now was to the extraordinary virtue of his penitent,

was surprised into admiration of this heroic renunciation, and,
without actually opposing his design, he again advised him to wait.
Blessed de la Salle obeyed unhesitatingly. ‘¢ T will not give it up if
vou don’t wish it, ” he said; ‘“ I will only give up as much as you
wish, and if you desire me to keep anything, were it only five pence,
I will keep them. ” A year went by in this way. M. de la Salle’s
obedience was an admirable proof of the purity of his intentions.
His director recognized it, and gave him leave to do what he liked
with his patrimony.

Blessed de la Salle had now to struggle with a violent temptation.
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Since he was bent on giving his fortune to the poor, people said : —
Why not give it to those school-masters whose vocation was im-
perilled by their poverty? Why not devote it to founding Christian
schools? Nothing could be more legitimate, and the merit of his
sacrifice would not bhe lessened, since he would be none the richer
for it. This was the advice given him by many persons who passed
for being wise, and who re-enforced it hy quoting the example of
M. Roland. But an interior voice was whispering to Blessed de la
Salle that it was better to cast away all human elements in founding
his work and to build only on evangelical poverty. Father Barré
was of this opinion. He was against all endowments. He feared
that security might dry up the source of grace, and that his Religious,
feeling themselves provided for, might be less perfectly submissive
to the orders of Providence and of their Superiors. He wanted that
the spirit of his own Institute should draw its strength from absolute
disinterestedness, from the love of poverty, from the pure desire to
labor for the salvation of souls in perfect abandonment to Divine
Providence. The moment the community was securely provided
for, girls with no vocation would be wanting to enter, simply to get
a living. They would dissemble their purpose, make a show of zeal,
and there would be no discerning the true vocations from the false.
““ It is better, ” said this holy man, ¢ that the schools should only
last twelve or fifteen years without funds, and preserve their fervor,
than that they should last longer and fall away and become relaxed. ”
And he repeated incessantly to the Sisters : ¢ If you endow, you will
sink'. ”

Father Barré stood faithful to these maxims to the last. He had
given in at Rouen, not to hurt the feelings of the founders of his
schools; but he held his own in Paris, and refused money that was
offered him to found a house and obtain Letters Patent that would
have secured it against want. He would have the Sisters lodged in
a house that was lent to them on precarious terms, and he was con-
stantly setting this foundation against Rouen, and declaring that the
latter was accursed because it was endowed. ¢ We have murus and
ante-murale, ' he used to say; ‘° Rouen is the ante-murale— out-
side the holy city; Paris must be the murus which represents the
purity of the apostolic spirit. ” What Father Barré had practised

t Si vous fondez, vous fondrez.
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so faithfully in his own Institute, he advised Blessed de la Salle to
do, and the latter was quite willing to follow the advice. He probably

."imbibed in the society of the holy friar much of that love of poverty,

\ that detachment from the things of this world, and that perfect aban-
donment to the will of God of which he was to give such numerous
and marvellous examples. For heroic souls like M. de la Salle, the
difficulty lies, not in doing their duty, but in knowing it. He did
not wish to décide too quickly, for he knew that there is a variety
of ways of going to God, and that every Institute has its own rule and
its own ideal.

He had recourse to prayer, his usual resource, and addressed
the following humble petition to God :— ‘¢ My God, I do not know
whether to endow, or not to endow. It is not for me to found com-
munities, nor to know how to establish them. It is for Thee, my
God, to know, and to do it in the way that pleases Thee. If Thou
endowest them, they will be well endowed ; if Thou dost not endow
them, they will be without endowment. 1 pray Thee, O my God,
to make known Thy will to me. ”

He decided finally to give all his goods to the poor, and no sooner

/ had he made this resolution, than the occasion presented itself for
putting it into execution.

The year 1684 brought a famine which devastated the whole of
Champagne, and the town of Rheims was especially stricken. Bless-
ed de la Salle sold all he possessed, and fed the hungry. He pro-
ceeded in this crisis with the order that he carried into all he did,
and distributed his alms with great discretion and prudence. He di-
vided his patrimony into three parts. The first was for the children;
all those who came to the schools received a piece of bread which suf-
ficed, not only for them, but for their families. The second was for
the shy poor who were too proud or too timid to leave their homes,
and who preferred to suffer rather than beg; Blessed de la Salle visit-
ed them himself, and carried them his gifts, doing all in his power
to sweeten the offering to them. The third part was given away in
the house. Every morning, the poor assembled there, and Blessed
de la Salle, or one of the priests who lived with him, addressed a
few familiar words to the crowds, and when their souls had been
thus nourished, their bodies were fed. Blessed de la Salle generally -
spoke after his mass. His piety was so ardent, and his charity so
tender, that he saw in every beggar Jesus Christ clothed in rags,
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hungry and cold. He would prostrate himself, and then on bended
knees offer bread to those poor creatures with the same respect and
joy that he would have had in giving alms to Jesus Christ. He
considered it an honor to be one of the poor himself, and to receive
his pittance with the rest, as an alms.

This distribution began in 1685 and lasted about two years. When
it was over, Blessed de la Salle, stripped of everything, and become
himself poor with Jesus Christ, resolved to taste poverty in its bit-
terest extremities. Having occasion to go to Rethel in order to con-
fer with the Duc de Mazarin about establishing a seminary for vil-
lage school-masters, he travelled on foot, and begged his food all
along the road. He had great difficulty in getting a piece of black
bread from an old woman, and he ate it with delight. This was
truly the workman God was waiting for. Blessed de la Salle was
now three and thirly vears of age.



Nlght watchs of Blessed de 1a Balle in the church of Saint Rewi, at Rheims,

CHAPTER 1V.

FOUNDATION.

IT was now four years since M. de la Salle had conceived the idea
of renouncing everything in order to give himself exclusively to the
Christian schools; it took him from 1682 to 1686 to divest himself
wholly of the goods of this world. During that time, his Institute
had been gradually emerging from the clouds of his first conception,
and it really seemed as if in proportion as Blessed de la Salle
advanced in perfection, the Community formed itself on his model
and assumed a definite shape. The soul of a founder is as it were
the mould of his Institute.

Blessed de la Salle’s first care had been to bring his flesh under
subjection, in order to fit himself for the mission he had under-
taken, and to draw down the Divine blessing upon it. He wore a
hair-shirt whose sting exercised his patience, and banished that soft
ease which is so often the germ of sin. He wore, besides this, a
leathern belt with iron points turned against the flesh. Frequent
flagellations with a discipline of iron points still further helped to
bring down that rebellious body, which is inevitably our master, if
we do not compel it to be our slave. Blessed de la Salle came forth
from his chamber, with lacerated flesh, but with a heart joyous,
free, ever ready for work and sacrifice.

Born in opulence, he had been brought up with great care, and




FOUNDATION. . 63

his health was delicate. His stomach recoiled from coarse food,
and had always to be humoured a little. But the holy priest was
not going to put up with this, and to be tyranized by an organ that
is made to obey; he resolved to get the better of it, so he sat down
to the common table, and was served like the others. At first,
nature rebelled; his throat seemed to close against the food. The
struggle lasted several days at the cost of painful suffering. Neither
the flesh nor the spirit would yield. Blessed de la Salle then
condemned himself to a rigorous fast which brought him to long
for food with an intense craving. Hunger was the goad that
conquered nature, and his stomach accepted whatever food was
offered it. The conquest was so complete that the holy man no
longer even noticed what he ate. One day, the cook, by mistake,
served up a dish of wormwood. On tasting its bitterness, the
Brothers thought that they were poisoned, and would eat no more.
M. de la Salle alone went on quietly finishing his portion; he per-
ceived nothing.

The Saints do nothing without prayer, and thus it is that they
arrive at founding works that endure. The soul that places itself
in the presence of God before beginning an undertaking, grasps all
its bearings more firmly. Seeing things from a greater height, it
embraces a wider scope, and rises above personal considerations
that often dim the vision. It sees clearly whether it is animated
in its endeavours by human sentiments, changeful as the interest
that prompts them, or by one of those higher motives whose domin-
ion time only confirms. In a word, man feels that he is leaning
on God, and then his confidence is strengthened. First, boldness
comes to him, then energy, then patience. We do not do the
thousandth part of the work we might do. 'What we want is first
the courage to dare, and then to persevere. With these two virtues,
we might do all things.

Moreover, prayer, like a magnet, draws down the blessing of God.
Events arrange themselves according to the will of those who pray;
hearts open and grow sympathetic, and workmen hurry from the
four points of the compass without any one calling them. Those
who have followed the growth of Christian foundations have infalli-
bly remarked the extraordinary coincidences that have pressed into
their service elements the most unlikely. One seems to feel that
an unseen hand is putting in motion a variety of forces that we
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could not control, and we discover unknown allies who, against all
hope, bring about the success of the boldest, the rashest, the most
vast conceptions.

This blessing does not chain down our liberty; it does not dis-
pense us from efforts, nor destroy the obstacles that spring up on
our path; on the contrary, sometimes it seems to create them. As
the laborer sows the seed, and then waits until winter has passed
and harvest time shall come round, so do the Saints sow in fields
that remain a long time barren. They work without making any
progress; but their merit is not lost; the angels gather it, and put it
safely away in the eternal granaries.

Blessed de la Salle found in constant prayer the secret of those
incessant victories which he gained over himself. He prayed by
day, he prayed by night, and his life was one long communion with
God. Jealous of sleep that interrupted it, he cut short his rest as
much as possible. He slept on the ground or on a chair, and
interrupted these comfortless slumbers by prolonged prayers; yet
the early bell always found him up and dressed, and with a coun-
tenance that betrayed no signs of the penances of the night. At
Rheims, he had himself locked into therc chuh of Saint Remi every
Friday evening, and spent the night watching in prayer on the
tomb of the Saint. The mission that he had undertaken was not
perhaps without some resemblance to that of the holy Bishop. He
too was called to teach the doctrine of Christ to barbarians, to that
rude and ignorant people that the Revolution was one day to crown
King, but who was not faithful, like Clovis, to the lessons of the
Church. .

This life of prayer was never interrupted. Blessed de la Salle
never deviated from the rule which bade him seek in God the light
and strength that he needed. The roots of his soul were, so to speak,
steeped in prayer, and his external actions were but the visible fruits
of a hidden life.

The fire which consumed the holy founder communicated itself 1o
his disciples. Several young men of the town came to him. Some
forsook manual labor for the harder work of education ; others came
from the colleges, and renounced profane studies to apply them-
selves under his direction to the higher science of salvation. All
strove to emulate him in austerity and virtues. The house they
occupied, being now too small for his flock, that was increasing
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daily, he hired another in Rue Neuve, and this one may be con-
sidered the cradle of the Institute. The public christened it little
La Trappe. The Brothers practised, in truth, all the rigors of M. de
Rancé’s Rule, but in the midst of a town, with all the noise and din
of external life around them, and none of the ineffable consolations
of solitude. It was here that Blessed de la Salle began to draw up
the outline of his Rule.

He knew that no community can be real or fruitful without a
Rule that unites all the different wills of its members, and makes
the efforts of all converge to one end. The Rule passes for a slavery

" in the eyes of the world; but, in reality, it is an emancipation. It
arranges for each one what he has to do, and liberates all from the
bondage of deciding about those innumerable little actions of daily
life which harass our freedom, or scatter its energies on a thousand
unworthy trifles. Wise minds feel so strongly the advantage of
such a method, that they adopt it even in the world, and make to
themselves a rule to which they generally remain faithful.

But the prudent founder did not choose that the Rule should be
his own work. He was too experienced and too humble. He would
only draw up his Rule after long and careful reflexion, prayer still
longer, and under the dictation, as it were, of the Holy Ghost. His
disciples, whose conduct it was to govern, were also to have their
share in the writing of it. They would be all the more docile to its
prescriptions, if they had recognized its wisdom beforehand.

He therefore gathered twelve of them together, to discuss these
important questions. They began their deliberations by a retreat,
in order to draw down the Divine blessing and light on the resolu-
tions they were about to adopt. This meeting is looked upon as
the first general assembly that was held in the Institute. The
retreat opened on the 10th of May, which happened to be the eve
of the Ascension, in 1684. Blessed de la Salle made known the
object of it : — ¢¢ It was necessary, ’’ he said, ¢ that the masters,
hitherto bound together by frail ties, should now become a com-
munity endowed with a life of its own, and through every part of
which the Christian sap should flow. Rules were necessary for
this purpose; but, before being written, they should be observed.
Habit would thus render the burden lighter, and experience would
retrench whatever might be exaggerated in it. By this wise con-
duect, you will find nothing but what is already familiar to you in the

i)
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new rules; your heart will recognize its own work in the book that
is going to be compiled, and its laws will appear mild to you because
you will have been vourselves the law-makers. You have now
reached the point to which I wanted to lead you. Having witnessed
your fervor and your piety, I wish 1o take steps with you to fix your
state, to confirm your dispositions, to cement your union, and to
begin the edifice of which you are the first stones. ”

The retreat lasted till the feast of the Blessed Trinity. The masters
then discussed the various points of the Rule they were about to
adopt. Each one had a right to speak out freely, without restraint,
and to express his own feelings and opinions. The wise founder,
who presided over these deliberations, rectified any views that
struck him as mistaken; but he never imposed his own will; he
generally addressed himself to God to implore His goodness to en-
lighten the rebel minds and the darkened hearts.

And yet this assembly did not bring forth a Rule, properly so called.
The hour had not struck for it. But it was necessary to come to
an agreement on the majority of points that constitute life in com-
mon, on the question of clothing and food, on the name to be taken
by each, on the distribution of the day, and on the character of the
bond which was to bind each master to the work he had under-
taken. In a word, it was not the Rule, but the materials for the
Rule that were about to be prepared. They decided, consequently,
to adjourn the drawing up of the statutes. The second point dis-
cussed was the kind of diet to be adopted. It was to be substantial
but frugal. The Brothers were workmen employed in a hard task :
they ought not to practice more abstinence than what the Church
imposes on all; but they were also poor workmen, and should,
therefore, banish from their table everything like superfluity. The
body should have what was necessary; nothing more. Fowl and
dainty dishes were forbidden. On fasting days, they were to con-
tent themselves with vegetables and herbs cooked without any flavor-
ing. Fish was excluded as luxury, except of the kind which the
poor themselves used. The quantity was measured with a view to
restoring strength without heaviness to the body, or any loss of
activity to the soul.

The question of costume was next discussed. A great many
reasons necessitate a common costume in a religious community.
The habit is a symbol; it should remind the wearer of the calling he
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has embraced, and be to him a kind of epitome of the Rule to which
he is subjected. In casting aside the raiment of this world, the
Religious renounces all the frivolities it represents, and a thousand
tiresome remembrances depart from the soul together with the cos-
tume that suggested them. In entering on a new life, one adopts
a new costume.

The habit is, moreover, a rallying sign which enables the mem-
bers of the same family to recognize one another without ever having
met, and so come mutually to each other’s aid. They proclaim thus
to the world to what master they belong, and avoid mistakes. It is
not that they seek after honors or respect; the livery of Christ is not
wont to win these; but they do not wish to be treated as being of
this world when they have ceased to belong to it. The habit is also
a protection against sin; it raises a barrier between the world and
the Religious. A certain sense of honor, which still lives in every
soul, obliges him who wears the religious habit to respect it, and to
shrink from dishonoring it. Temptation will generally stand aside
from his path. The founders of orders are too humble to despise
this support to the virtue of their disciples. Lastly, Religious are
poor, and a uniform costume is an economy. It affords no oppor-
tunity for variety of stuff or diversity of fashion.

The habit should answer to the profession. The soldier has his
armour, the Monk ought to have his; for both have a battle to fight.
The soldier is exposed to bullets and sword-thrusts, and girds
himself with steel. The Religious has to fight against the assaults
of the flesh; he arms himself with the livery of poverty, humility
and penance.

This habit appears odd, yet it has not the ridiculous character of
many which are adopted by fashion, and which look out of date the
moment that the caprice which chose them has discarded them.
Religious costumes are more conformed to the law of asthetics.
They answer their purpose, which is to cover and to clothe. They
are of plain tissue and sombre aspect. Their beauty does not
depend on colour or material, and it seems, on the contrary, as if
the coarseness of the stuff only lent greater ampleness to their
folds. Art loves to reproduce them, and it does so without the
minute labor that is often required in making the best of worldly
garments.

The very unchangeableness of the religious habit constitutes a



68 BOOK I. — CHAPTER 1V.

charm. Time goes by and years pass over and over without its
growing old. Belonging to no period, it always remains young, and
thus partakes of one of the attributes of eternity. The masters,
therefore, reflected long over the costume they were to adopt.
Hitherto, they had gone on wearing the clothes they had brought
with them, merely adding the little collar; but the time seemed
now to have come for them to distinguish themselves from seculars.
They could not, however, decide upon anything, so they left the
matter to the wisdom of their founder, who only settled the question
some months later.

Winter had come, and the mayor advised him to give his dis-
ciples a capote, then generally worn in Champagne; it was a large
cloak with hanging sleeves that was a protection against the wind,
the rain and the cold. Blessed de la Salle thought this cloak both
simple and commodious, and he adopted it. He had it made long
in common black stuff, and it became the distinctive habit of his
Religious. Under it, they wore the soutane, without a belt,
fastened with iron hooks. Thick shoes with double soles, and a
broad-brimmed hat completed their costume.

Once the habit was adopted, the holy priest would never give it
up. He had even to withstand strong opposition on the point, and
his resistance was the cause, later on, of a veritable persecution
against his rising Institute. And yet he was right. The founder of
an order should, before deciding a point, reflect well, and listen to
advice; but when he has made up his mind, he should never let the
question be mooted again, nor yield to every passing opinion. Man’s
mind is changeable, and he who would fain conciliate everybody
would never decide anything. If Blessed de la Salle had consented
to change once the form of garment he had chosen, a thousand other
reasons, equally serious, would have followed, and new changes
should have been adopted, until the costume would have been at
the mercy of the caprice of fashion.

The habit chosen by Blessed de la Salle drew great ridicule on
him. The world is always ready to laugh at anything new. When
the Brothers appeared in the streets clothed in their long soutane of
coarse stuff, their wide cloak, their broad-brimmed hat, and their
heavy shoes, they were the butt for all kinds of jokes.

People ran out to stare at them as they passed, and jeered at them
with the most unseemly remarks. They accepted these humiliations
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for Jesus Christ’s sake, -and clung to their costume, which is now
respected all over the world.

It was at this same period that the masters agreed to take the
name of Brothers of the Christian Schools, which they still bear,
and which is the most beautiful and most typical of names.

But the most difficult question of all that had to be settled was
that of the vows. Should they make vows, and what vows, and for
how long?

The new Brothers had seen their predecessors lose heart at the
first obstacles, and leave the new-born community under pretext
that no barrier withheld them. Made fearful by this example, and
feeling themselves full of fervor, they desired to bind themselves for
life, and make perpetual vows. They were resolved in the bottom
of their heart. Since they had the pain of the sacrifice, they would
have at least the merit of the promise. What would the enga-
gement add to the life they were already leading? Poverty? They
had tasted all the sweetness of it during the two years they had pass-
ed through. Chastity? The greater number of them had for many
vears been aspiring to the priesthood or the monastic state, and they
had given up all idea of marriage. Obedience? They felt every day
how light is the yoke of Christian authority to a soul that has cast
off the burden of its own will. There was, therefore, nothing to
prevent them from pronouncing with their. lips the engagements
they had long since made in their hearts, and whose extent they had
fully measured.

Nevertheless, Blessed de la Salle did not yet allow them to take
imprudent vows which might have lured their souls to perdition.
He knew human nature too well not to dread its allurements. Al-
though he was satisfied with his disciples, he pointed out to them the
necessity of mistrusting their own strength, of proving their virtue,
and of learning in time to distinguish between those desires which
float on the surface of thesoul, and those which rise from its depths.
It would be more perfect in them to wait upon grace than to run
before it, and to show themselves faithful in small things in order to
merit the grace to be faithful in great duties. It was, consequent-
ly, decided that they should only take the vow of obedience and of
stability in the Society for three years, but that this vow should be
renewed every year.

The ceremony took place on the feast of Holy Trinity. Blessed de
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la Salle himself drew up the form of the vow. He signed it; all the
others copied it and pronounced it after him. Events showed how wise
he had been in postponing the perpetual vows. Out of the twelve
Brothers who pledged themselves, only eight presented themselves at
the renovation of vows, a vear later. They continued to renew
the vow of three years, until 1694, when the vows took another
form.

The twelve Brothers had fixed their own engagement. It was now
necessary to determine the nature of the bond that should be im-
posed on the other members of the community, or those who, being
vounger and more liable to change, could not be bound for a period,
or left altogether free. It was decided they should only be bound
by the vow of obedience for one year; they could renew it every
year until their vocation was confirmed. .

M. dela Salle occupied with his disciples the house they had hired
in Rue Neuve; M. Faubert, the Canon, who had succeeded him,
asked leave tolive with him. Following his example, he had found-
ed a community of students whom he was preparing fort the priest-
hood; but the presence in one house of young men who were fol-
lowing different careers was open to certain objections— so Blessed
de la Salle preferred to give up the house altogether to M. Faubert,
and go elsewhere. The number of Brothers went on increasing,
however, and soon the new abode was too small; at the beginning
of the year 1685, the holy founder was obliged to go back to his old
house, which M. Faubert in turn gave up to him. Confidence in
God— this was the sentiment that constantly guided Blessed de la
Salle in all his foundations. ‘“ Our Brothers, " he repeated, ‘‘ only
keep up so long as they are poor; they will lose the spirit of their
vocation the moment they take to working to earn the commodities
of life. ” He cultivated this virtue in himself, and he recommended
it unceasingly to his disciples.

Not only did he distribute all his goods to the poor, but he chose
henceforth to be fed, clothed and lodged like a poor priest; soutane,
hat, shoes, he selected the worst and the shabbiest of everything.
His soutane was always clean, but of the coarsest stuff, thread-bare,
and covered with patches; so long as it could be made to hold
together by mending, he would not have it changed, so that when
he finally put it away, it was impossible to make any use of it. Two
robbers stopped him once on the high way, and stripped him; but,



FOUNDATION. "

when they examined his clothes, they gave them back to him. They
were ashamed to carry off such booty.

He possessed nothing but his hreviary, the New Testament, an
Imitation of Christ, his crucifix, and his rosary; and when some
one upbraided him with this excessive poverty, he replied : —
¢ What do you mean? Is one not very rich with the holy Gospels to
draw the treasures of eternal life from whenever one wishes? Was
not this the whole wealth of the solitaries of the desert, and the mine
from which they drew their treasury of virtues? ”

He always chose the smallest room in the house ; he often occu-
pied the common dormitory, or else retired into some corner where
only one person could fit. At Rheims, it was a narrow cell, a sort
of dovecot, situated at the top of the house; at Saint-Yon, it was a
half underground room, close to the stables, and pervaded with
the smell of them.

His greatest desire was to die at the hospital, and in 1690, in a
serious illness that attacked him, he implored the Brothers to carry
him there. , '

He never ceased commending to his disciples this virtue of pov-
erty, so loved of the Hermits of the desert and the Prophets. With-
out tolerating dirt or untidiness which spring from vanity or sloth,
he severely blamed all complaint or self-seeking. A Brother having
written to expose to him the poverty of the house, the lover of pov-
erty made answer : — ‘¢ You are poor. Our Lord was poor, although
He might have been rich. You must imitate this Divine model. It
looks as if you expected to want for nothing. Who would not be
poor on those terms? Even the rich would be content to put up
with such poverty. Remember, I pray you, that you did not come
into the community to have your ease, but to embrace the state of
poverty with all its inconveniences. You are poor, you say; well
then, you never had so many opportunities of practising virtue. ”

The vow which Blessed de la Salle found it hardest to practice was
obedience. He was the superior. What chance was there that a
priest, a Doctor of Divinity, should ever have to obey poor laymen
s0 far beneath him both intellectually and socially? And yet, all his
life he was tending to this. Soon after taking his vows, he thought
of resigning his office of Superior; he pursued this purpose for vears,
and succeeded in accomplishing it before his death. In truth, his
whole life had been a long act of obedience to the Rule as to all the
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-duties imposed upon him by the direction of the Institute. The Su-
perior of a religious order may, while exercising command, practice
this vow of obedience in all its perfection, for he has above him God
and his Rule.

The pious founder had submitted with docility to that of the
Brothers. A master being wanted in the school of Saint Jacques,
M. de la Salle immediately took his place; he put on the soutane with
the iron hooks and the mantle with the large sleeves, and went twice
a day to the school and taught the class. He took the children to
mass, and brought them back, and spent the day instructing them.
This conduct, criticized in the Brothers, was considered altogether
excenlric and degrading in a Doctor of the Faculty, a Canon of the
cathedral. His friends and relatives did not spare him. Mortified
by his manner of life, they took sides with his adversaries, and set
down his behaviour to pride and to madness.

M. Nyel had declined to enter the community of Blessed de la Salle.
He had not the vocation, and his volatile nature would have been
incapable of keeping steady to it. His mission was to come and go
on every side, clearing the way, preparing minds, and laying the
first stones of those schools that M. de la Salle was to build.

He was at Laon now, where he had founded a school, of which he
had several times entreated Blessed de la Salle to take the manage-
ment, but the latter had always refused. M. Nyel at last resolved
to force him into consenting. He knew that if he went away, the
holy man would take up his work and continue his functions; so he
took himself off to Rouen, where the general hospital granted him, in
consideration of his long services, the title of Superintendant of Poor
Schools. . o

Blessed de la Salle found himself in a most embarrassing position.
The parish-priest of Saint Pierre of Laon, who was a friend of his,
hastened to Rheims, and made him understand that he could not let
a flourishing school fall to pieces; if he did not come to the rescue,
the masters would lose heart and the children would cease to be
instructed. The servant of God could never resist such arguments as
these. He went off at once and, moreover, he added to the direction
of the Rheims schools those of the schools founded in the neighboring
towns. He thus came to have a large congregation to manage.

These multifarious occupations in no way diminished his love of
solitude and retirement. He seized every opportunity of flying from
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the world, and being alone with God in whose presence he found the
wisdom and strength he needed. He had reserved to himself, at the
top of the house, a lowly little room that no one knew of, and there
he used to hide himself, only leaving it when duty commanded him.
But these imperious calls left him little leisure. Besides the cares
of governing his community, he had countless visits to receive. The
growing reputation of his holiness drew to him crowds of people
who wanted his advice, and whom he could not refuse to receive.
His Brethren of the Chapter were curious to see for themselves
whether all they heard about his humility and his mortification was
true. The Abbé of Saint Thierry, of the order of St Benedict, and
many others, came with certain prejudices in their minds against
the singularity of his mode of life; but all went away deeply edified
by his conversation. He resisted these interruptions as far as pos-
sible, and wrestled, as it were, with God to remain with him in the
silence of prayer and contemplation.

In 1686, he made a retreat in the solitude of Mount Carmel, near
Louviers, some leagues from Rouen. He took his precautions not
to be disturbed, and did not leave his address. He placed a Brother
at the head of the house of Rheims with orders to provide for all
that was needful, and in the event of any difficulty arising , to write
to a Nun at Rouen who would forward any necessary letters.

But hardly had the holy man departed, than the two Brothers who
were directing the school at Laon fell dangerously ill, and the Brother
at Rheims only arrived in time to receive the last sigh of one of them.
He wrote at once to Blessed de la Salle, who hastened his return
within three days.

Painful as this event was to him, it did not disturb him, for he
always submitted to the will of God unmurmuringly. Having no-
body to put at the head of the Laon school, he broke it up, declared
the holidays begun, and sent the children home for two months.
Then, he set out at once for Rheims with the Brother who had sent
. for him. They travelled part of the night on foot without taking a
moment’s rest. A little before midnight, the holy priest consented
to swallow a glass of wine and a crust of bread in a suburb about
four leagues from Rheims; then, they started anew on their way.
On arriving at Rheims, Blessed de la Salle sent the Brother to lie
down, while he himself went to prepare for his mass by meditation.
Prayer was his rest.
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But all this while, death was making havoc in the little flock.
From 1681 to 1688 seven Brothers died, all under thirty years of age.
The most perfect, the ones who were ripe for heaven, were the first
to go.

Brother John Francis, who had given up an important appoini-
ment to enter the community, lived about eighteen months, and died
in 1684. He had been noted for his great piety, which did not for-
sake him during his last painful illness. Even in the ravings of de-
lirium he gave utterance to the sentiments that filled his soul, and
died in a sort of extasy, pronouncing joyfully the name of God.

Brother Bourlette went soon after him. He also was from Rheims,
and of easy circumstances. His parents, whose idol he was, sur-
rounded him with every sort of care, and it was this which made
him turn away from the paternal house. He wanted a more bracing
life and a more assured object. The hard trials that Blessed de la
Salle had to undergo attracted him, an he knocked so persistently at
the door that the holy man could no longerrefuse to admit him. His
parents were deeply afflicted by this determination of their son, and
left nothing undone to shake it; but he stood faithful.

He was sent to Rethel, where he overworked himself, in spite of
all that could be said to hold him back; nothing could restrain his
ardor. His colleague having fallen ill, he insisted on keeping the
two classes. ‘‘ I have the right foot in one school-room, " he said,
‘“ and the left in the other, my mind with our sick Brother and my
heart in heaven. ” He was making haste to gather in his harvest
of merits, as if he had a presentiment that the time would be short.
Sickness took him, indeed, suddenly as it did his fellow-brother,
and carried him off also in a few days. He died in 1686. The
whole town mourned him.

The following year, the community lost Brother Maurice, also a
man of singular piety. Two of the Brothers in the Community were
stricken with the same disease, consumption. The doctor advised
them to leave the community, giving them reason to hope that out
of it they cculd be cured efficaciously. Brother Maurice refused to
give up his vocation. He died on the 1st of May 1687, in his twenty-
second year, full of resignation and fervor. The other Brother fol-
lowed the advice of the doctor, but without avail, for he died three
months later, and not without regret for having failed in persever- -
ance.
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Blessed de la Salle took the tenderest care of all his sick disciples,
and neglected no means of prolonging their lives; but it is not in man’s
power to postpone the hour marked by Providence for our departure
from this world. M. de la Salle, moreover, had no anxiety concern-
ing the salvation of his disciples; he knew the purity of their souls,
and he knew how worthy they were of the eternal reward. Their
death alone would have reassured him. The parish-priest who
gave them Extreme Unction said :— ¢ Never did I see any one, even
at the age of eighty-four, die with such courage and resignation. ”

In 1683, the holy priest heard of another death, which, though it
did not occur in the community, deprived it of a powerful protector
and devoted friend. Father Barré, after a life spent in holy works,
gave up his beautiful soul to God full of merits. 'We know the share
he had in the foundation of the Christian schools, and the valuable
advice he often gave to M. de la Salle. The latter did not forget this,
as we shall see in the course of his future live.

The spectacle of these frequent deaths so near him inspired Bless-
ed de la Salle with the desire to prepare himself, and to keep his
soul continually in the presence of God. He wished to resign the
" position he held amongst his disciples, and to confide the govern-
ment to one of them, so as to be able to bury himself more complete-
ly in obscurity and obedience. His humility was so profound that
it deceived him. He fancied he was not wanted, and that he could
serve the Brothers better in praying for them than in governing
them. He accordingly gathered them together, and laid his wishes
before them with such forcible unctionand wisdom, that he convinced
them and made them believe it was essential to relieve him of the
burden of authority. He had enough to do, he said, in confessing
them and directing their souls, and the administration of the Insti-
tute disturbed him in this important duty; there were, moreover,
amongst the Brothers many who were capable of filling his office,
amd since he must inevitably give them a successor, it had much
better be during his life-time, when the new Superior might benefit
by his experience and have recourse to his advice. Was it not, in
fact, better that the Superior of the Brothers should be one of them-
selves, a man of their own condition, and distinguished from them
only by his office?

These arguments prevailed with the Brothers, and, grieved as they
were to be deprived of an authority whose wisdom they had learned
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so fully to appreciate, they consented to their father’s. resignation,
and proceeded at once to a new election. Brother Henri L’Heureux
was chosen. He was the most competent. He was intelligent,
pious, and if Blessed de la Salle had had the choice, it would have
fallen upon him. But the poor Brother recoiled with terror from
the new duties imposed upon him. He accepted them out of obe-
dience ; but it seemed to him that the house had been turned upside
down when he found that he had to command him who was his Su-
perior in every way, and whose voice he had ever obeyed with joy.
M. de la Salle, however, by his humility and submission, made the
task easy to him. He became instantly the most obedient of Brothers,
and the most regular of novices. Assiduous at all the exercises, nev-
er dreaming of taking advantage of his former authority to obtain
any dispensation, he seemed the last and the lowest ofall. Morning
and evening, he made the public accusation of defects. For the least
omission, he went humbly on his knees, and confessed aloud what
he considered he had done wrong, and begged for a penance. He
would not have dared to receive a visitor, nor to open his lips be-
fore a stranger, without permission. Not only did he obey the Su-
perior, but he looked upon every Brother who held any office as the
depositary of authority, and carried out his least injunctions with
punctual docility. The most repugnant task did not deter him; his
humility anticipated them. He asked as a favor to sweep away the
dirt of the house, and he was often to be seen pealing vegetables,
like St Bonaventure, and washing up the dishes under the order of
the Brother cook. Nothing could stop him from seeking these
lowly offices, and Providence allowed it in order that his example
might profit to his numerous family, and that in future all su-
periors, school-masters, Brothers and novices, should find a model
in him.

The very excess of his humility betrayed him. It had been
agreed that, in order to avoid public comment, the change in the
community should not be mentioned. One day, some notabilities
having come to see M. de la Salle, he said he could not speak to
them without permission from his Superior, which he went at once
to solicit. This surprised them so much that they could not conceal
their amazement and disapproval. The incident was noised about
the town and gave rise to a kind of scandal. People said it was not
fitting for a Priest, a Doctor of Divinity, a former Canon, to be
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under the orders of a simple school - master, that the natural order
of things was reversed, and that the dignity of the ecclesiastical
state was lowered by it. Everybody had something to say about it,
until at last the news came to the palace of the Archbishop. The
Vicars-general were of the opinion of everybody outside; they

Rheims. — Tomb of St Remi, by which Blessed de Ia Salle watched : its appearance as it was
during his life-time. — Drawn by Edovard Garnier.

thought the position was abnormal, and went straight off to the little
Communily to replace M. de la Salle at the head of it, and Brother
Henri L’Heureux under his orders.

The latter was delighted to be relieved of a function which had
been a heavy burden to him, and the servant of God resumed it
without murmuring, though not without regret. He began at once
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to consider in what way he could continue to satisfy his love of
obscurity. Meantime, he exercised command as faithfully as he
had practised obedience. He was by turns the most submissive of
disciples, the firmest of masters, always humble.

This humility had only too many opportunities of manifesting
itself. The children were hard to manage and little used to dis-
cipline; it was necessary to train them, and consequently to chastise
them. The Brothers, as yet inexperienced in the art of directing
schools, yielded sometimes to a very pardonable impatience, and
went rather too far. The parents, indignant, took the side of their
children, and came to reproach Blessed de la Salle with the faults of
his disciples which they exaggerated purposely. These complaints
brought crowds daily to the doors of the house, and he could not
show himself without being assailed with abusive epithets. Some-
times even, the mob followed him in the streets, hissing and hooting
after him.

Despite of all these trials, the great work of Blessed de la Salle was
spreading and perfecting itself. One day, a boy of fifteen asked to
be admitted to the Brotherhood. The founder did not habitually
receive such young candidates; he feared their not being strong
enough to bear the rigors of the Rule, and to grant them dispensa-
tions would be a source of disorder in the Community. The boy,
however, seemed animated with such good dispositions, that Blessed
de la Salle made up his mind to receive him. Almost immediately,
three other young fellows of the same age came knocking at the
door, soliciting the same favor. The holy priest saw in this incident
an indication of Providence. He questioned the lads, and having
assured himself of their excellent dispositions, he received them,
and conceived at once the idea of forming a litle Community apart
from the larger one, for which it should be a preparation. He
established it in a house separated from the principal one, and only
communicating with it by a door. Dormitories, refectory, class-
rooms, everything was distinct. The kitchen alone was in com-
mon, and from here the meals were carried to the two commu-
nities, who ate separately.

M. de la Salle placed the young aspirants under the guidance of
an elderly and experienced Brother, and gave them a Rule which
was a modification of the Statutes. Every day, they recited the
little Office of the Blessed Virgin and the rosary. Twice a day,
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they had the examination of conscience, spiritual reading and
prayer; they went to Communion generally on Sundays.

The rest of their time went in completing their studies. They
learnt to read, write and cypher. Their exercises were at fixed
hours; in a word, they followed a rule of life very similar to that
which is now used in novitiates.

Blessed de la Salle loved to come amongst these young students
to relax from the strain and fatigue of heavier duties, and delighted
in initiating their innocent souls into the secrets of perfection. He
gave them as a model the Child Jesus, whose image he placed in
their oratory. On Christmas day, he was the first to consecrate
himself to the Divine Infant, and he did so with as much fervor
and piety as if he had held him in his arms. The young novices
followed. The life they led had transformed them. They had lost
the giddiness and petulance of youth, and assumed an air of grav-
ity and discretion which struck all beholders. They did not wear
the habit. The collar and cropped hair were their only external
signs of resemblance with the Brothers, and yet they had the air of
professed Religious. Occasionally, Blessed de la Salle called one of
them, whose vocation seemed to him certain, to teach in the
schools with the Brothers.

This community flourished. It had begun with four members,
and at the end of a few months it reckoned twelve. It had proved
efficacious in training masters. It was a veritable novitiate. It
held on at Rheims for two years after Blessed de la Salle’s depart-
ure; but, deprived of his direction, it grew relaxed ; the young men
went off, one after another, and no new comers replaced them.
The holy founder was obliged to bring to Paris the few who re-
mained.

Towards the same period, that is to say in 1686, several village
pastors from the neighborhood of Rheims, having heard of the
Christian schools and their good results, entreated Blessed de la
Salle to send them masters. The country schools were the most
neglected of all. The perspective of the lowly and impoverished
life that awaited them kept aloof such teachers as were really com-
petent, and the school was handed over to the first comer. The
pastors, urged by the Church to organize primary education in the
parishes, did not know where to turn for school- masters.

M. dela Salle could not satisfy them; he had not masters enough;
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besides this, he had made a rule of never exposing his disciples to
the dangers of solitude; consequently, he always sent two together
to every school; and these poor villages could not support two
Brothers. The pastors, getting no help from that quarter, deter-
mined to find masters themselves, and send them to Blessed de la
Salle to be educated. They recruited in their parishes young men
full of good will and ready to devote themselves to this arduous
career, and they sent them off to M. de la Salle, begging him to
train them on the model of the masters at Rheims who were so
useful and valuable.

The holy priest welcomed the newcomers, and did not shrink
from the extra burden of labor and expense they entailed, for they
brought nothing themselves, and the pastors were too poor to con-
tribute anything, so the whole weight fell upon M. de la Salle. He
settled them in a separate wing of the building, and formed them
into a new community which soon numbered five and twenty mem-
bers, and was placed under the care of an experienced Brother.
A perfect spirit of union reigned amongst these young men, who
had their exercises and regulations quite apart. They were formed
to piety, but not bound to the rigors of religious life, for they were
laymen, and were to remain laymen. They kept their secular
dress, having merely, like the novices, the turned-down collar, and
close cut hair. They learned reading and writing, and, as they
would be expected to chant at the parish services, they were
taught plain-chant. When they were sufficiently well instructed,
they went back to their village, and taught in the school. They
were subjects of edification for the whole parish, precious auxil-
iaries for the pastors, and devoted masters for the children to
whom they taught the rudiments of knowledge and the practice of
Christian life.

This Community, which was called the Seminary of school-
masters for the country, was the first model of the Normal Schools.
The genius of Blessed de la Salle had anticipated the civil law of
France by more than a century. He had embraced with one glance
the whole system of primary education, and had established both
religious and lay teachers at the same time, reserving the former
for the towns, where they lived in community and could excite one
another to the perfection of their calling, and sending the others
into the country. For these latter, life in community was not
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necessary, for their profession was less arduous, and it was enough
for them to have passed a certain time with the Brothers, and been
disciplined by their Rule, and formed to holiness by their example.

It was not chance that led Blessed de la Salle to found succes-
sively these various establishments that were needed for children.
It is true, he let himself be led by circumstances which to him indi-
cated the will of God; but, once his mind was made up, he kept to
his plan with unwearying perseverance. The Seminary of school-
masters for the country, which he founded at Rheims, flourished
s0 long as he remained there, but it could not survive his depart-
ure, and died out.

Blessed de la Salle had, therefore, at Rheims three communities
which formed together a sort of complete University for primary
education : these were the Conmunity of the Brothers, that of the
Novices, and that of the school-masters. They comprised about
fifty persons that he had to govern, to instruct and to support.
Now M. de la Salle had no means whatever. He began this foun-
dation by giving his patrimony to the poor, reserving nothing
either for himself or his disciples. And yet so long as he was at
Rheims, they wanted for nothing. The blessing of God was upon
him.
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M. de a Chetardie visits the school of Blessed de la Salle.

CHAPTER V.

THE SULPICIAN SCHOOLS.

AND now, the Institute of the Brothers is fox‘mded. All the estab-
lishments in which Blessed de la Salle is to interest himself later
on, exist at Rheims— at least in the bud. The principal points of
the Rule are fixed and put on trial. The work must now be trans-
ferred to a wider sphere, just as a plant, whose vigorous growth
can no longer be compressed within the earthen vase where it first
sprouted up, must be transplanted into the ground where it will
have room to put forth its roots and extend its branches unim-
peded. At Rheims, the Community of the Brothers must have
remained a diocesan institution, and would have yielded but scant
fruit, whereas it was destined to reform the Christian education of
the children of the people all over the world.

Neither could it have been thoroughly tried at Rheims. The
virtue of Blessed de la Salle had found it easy to bring over the little
local hostilities with which Providence surrounded the rising work,
like those little thorns by means of which an intelligent laborer
protects a delicate flower when it begins to blossom.
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In order that neither pride, nor vanity, nor self-indulgence
should tarnish or corrupt the generous desire which had prompted
him to devote himself to children, he had had to bear with the
opposition of his family, the contempt of his Brethren, the rebuffs .
of his superiors, the jeers and outrages of the crowd. But his pa-
tience, his charity and his piety soon disarmed his adversaries.

He was destined to undergo other trials.

The soul of the Saints must be beaten down by contradiction,
by envy, by the hatred of men; they must be purified in the fire of
suffering. They are made strong by those very blows which break
to pieces less courageous wills. Iron is tempered where glass is
shattered. Straw is burnt up by the fire from which gold comes
forth purer and more brilliant.

It was well, moreover, that Blessed de la Salle should be with-
drawn from that centre to which his life was attached by so many
human links— his family, his friends, the memories of his child-
hood. These were means that Providence had no need of, leading-
strings which became hindrances, and, after having assisted his
first steps, prevented him from taking his flight unimpeded. He
must needs be cast forth alone, unknown in a strange world, car-
rying his work with him, and having only God to lean on.

Paris was the place destined to be his abode during this new
phase of his existence. There, alone, he could be quite lost in the
crowd, and given up to his enemies, without being able to turn to
his past for protection. From this centre only could his Institute,
if it stood out against all contradiction, branch forth all over the
world.

Blessed de la Salle had long been anxious to settle in Paris.

Father Barré had frequently advised him to do so, and he had
himself promised M. de la Barmondiére, parish-priest of Saint
Sulpice, to come and found a school in his parish.

But he was the servant of Providence before everything else, and
never sought to anticipate God’s hour. He would not leave Rheims
without being authorized by his superiors to do so, nor would he
¢o to Paris without being called thither. Msr Letellier, on hearing
of his intention, first endeavoured to hold him kack; we cling most
to tMe treasure we are about to lose. The Archbishop saw the
advantage that M. de la Salle would be to the diocese, if he could
persuade him to settle down there, and to this end he made him the



8% BOOK I. — CHAPTER V.

most seductive offers. He promised to defray all the expenses of
the community, and to give him the means of extending it through-
out the diocese. He named only one condition : the holy man was
not to found any schools beyond it.

Blessed de la Salle would not accept these terms. He had
distributed his fortune to the poor, and had kept nothing for
himself; he was not to be tempted by other people’s money. His
sole ambition was to establish his Institute solidly, and to ensure its
development. He laid his reasons before the Archbishop, and the
latter appreciated them. He was not a man to put his own interests
above those of the whole Church, and he left Blessed de la Salle free
to follow his inspirations.

At this period, the parish-priest of Saint Sulpice, remembering
the promise which had been made to him, begged Blessed de la
Salle to come to Paris and fulfil it. The parish of Saint Sulpice
was, in truth, ready to receive him.

The faubourg Saint-Germain had long been one of the most ill-
famed quarters of Paris. It was not that it lacked religious estab-
lishments; it was filled with them. The parish of Saint Sulpice,
more extensive but less populous than it is now, was bounded, on
the east, by the Rue des Fossés-Monsieur-le-Prince and the Rue
Dauphine; on the west, by the wide stretch of waste ground that
separated the Rue du Bac from the Invalides; at the north end
flowed the Seine, and at the south ran the Rue Notre-Dame-
des-Champs, beyond which there were no more habitations. In
this district, which was really as vast as a town, there was plenty
of room for the Abbey of Saint Germain-des-Prés, with its courts
and buildings clustering round the church; for the Carmelite
monastery, whose gardens faced the Luxembourg; for the Jesuits,
whose principal novitiate stood where the Rue Madame now be-
gins; for the Seminary of Foreign Missions, and a score of other
convents belonging to a score of different orders.

In and about the deserted streets and waste ground that lay
between these enclosures, the thieves and vagabonds held high
court and eluded all supervision. So that side by side with the
pious population within monastic walls there was another popu-
lation that bore no resemblance to it, and was infected with $very
vice.

The pastor of Saint Sulpice who immediately preceded M. Olier,
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- despairing of the parish, wanted to send in his resignation in
1641. .

St Vincent de Paul, struck by this state of things, came and
preached a mission there, the only one he preached in Paris. The
result was quite extraordinary. It vas in 1642. An immense
number of his hearers were converted on the spot. The most hard-
ened sinners, at the sound of his voice, publicly struck their breast,
and rushed sobbing to the confessionals, to obtain pardon of their
sins. The word of God sown by such an apostle could not prove
barren.

The following vear, M. Olier, his friend and disciple, accepted
the presbytery, and moved it close to the church of Saint Sulpice
with the community of priests that he had formed at Vaugirard,
and he poured out upon that abandoned population the treasures of
his inexhaustible charity and the marvellous graces that followed
on his steps. The parish came from his hands regenerated. After
some years, it had gained, by the piety of its inhabitants and the
multitude of its good works, that reputation which still distinguishes
it above all other parishes in Paris.

In 1652, the year after the birth of Blessed de la Salle, M. Olier
retired to the Seminary to devote to its -direction all the strength
that remained to him. He wished, before dying, to insure not
alone the regeneration of one parish, but of all France, by forming
a nursery of priests who would carry their zeal into every land,
and found in their turn other nurseries of evangelical workmen.

In giving up his presbytery, M. Olier had not given up his parish.
From the Seminary, he continued to watch with fatherly eves the
growth of his works, and he was still the model and the inspirer of
his successors. After him, M. Bretonvilliers, M. Poussé, M. de la
Barmondiére, kept his traditions, which thus had time to take root,
and are still living and observed.

The parish was administered by the Pastor of Saint Sulpice with
the assistance of the priests of the Community and the Directors of
the Seminary, who formed but one and the same Society. The
priests of the Community fulfilled the functions of Vicars, and each
of them was charged with some special work. Attached to the
parish-priest was a Council of Vestry men who met regularly and
managed the temporal concerns of the parish. Finally, M. Olier
had organized charity meetings, some composed of men, some of
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women, that helped him to direct, support and propagate his good
works. :

These works were innumerable. Fifty years after the death of
M. Olier, on that soil which had seemed dried up by vice, and
which religion had so magnificently fertilized, there existed, without
counting the great monastic establishments that we have already
mentioned, a score of communities of various kinds, teaching and
charitable; more than thirty confraternities of artisans; congrega-
tions of gentlemen; asylums for orphans, for servants out of
place, for young women who wanted to mend their evil courses;
houses of retreat for persons in the world; in a word, all the inven-
tions of a charity overflowing with zeal and most ingenious in its
means and devices.

Up to 1669, the Abbot of Saint Germain had under his juris-
diction all the primary schools of the fauhourg. Th masters were
obliged to instruct gratis all the poor who presented a ticket from
the office. The faubourg Saint-Germain had heen thus divided
into seventeen districts, and in each of these there was a master
and a mistress, which represented thirty-four schools. All the
masters, with one exception, were laymen, and, generally speaking,
the husband and the wife kept two schools, one for the boys and
one for the girls. Besides these paying schools, there were charity
schools.  They had been founded by M. Olier himself, and were at
first kept in the empty rooms of some buildings belonging to the
Church. .

There was a Rule for these schools. They were placed under
the supervision of the Association of charity, which decided on the
admission of the children. These latter were to be poor, at least
seven years old, and domiciled in the parish. A member of the
Association was named overseer of each district, and had the list of
the children with their names, their age, the address and condition
of their parents.

These volunteer inspectors visited the schools two or three times
in the month; they had no fixed day for their visit, but came with-
out being expected, the better to see for themselves how things
went on.  They enquired if the children were regular in their atten-
dance, and they took note of those who were absent. If their irregu-
larity had no plausible excuse, the overseers spoke to the parents; if
it was persisted in, the children were dismissed.
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The overseers also saw that the children were punctual to the
appointed hour, and that there were no boys in the girls’ school, and
no girls in the boys’ school. When a scholar was ill, they went to
see him at his parents’, and if these latter were too poor to take care
of him, he was taken to the hospital.

The children stayed two years at school, and then they were struck
off the list 1o make room for others. But the overseers continued to
look after them, and if they were going to be put to a trade or in a
situation where there was evident danger for their soul, the over-
seers tried to dissuade the parents, and sometimes, this failing,
called in the autority of the parish-priest.

The children were first taught to read, and at the end of six or
seven months they were expected to be ready to learn to write, and
they were set to what was called the bastard Italian letters, which
were the easiest. If the master did not know how to write, the child
was sent to another school.

*¢ Instruction in piety and the knowledge of things necessary to
salvation, ’ says the Rule, ¢ was the principal object in teaching the
children. ” The parish-priest sent from time to time an ecclesiastic
to give an instruction on the catechism, which the master mad
children learn. Over and above this, the children were taken ey
Sunday and holiday to the public catechism which was taught in
various parts of the parish. Reading began and ended with prayer,
and the children were taken to mass every day by the master.

Such was the regulation that prevailed in the parish of Saint-
Sulpice from the year 1652, and which, in order to be fruitful of
much good, only needed good masters. But these were scarce.
They generally lacked either capacity or good conduct. Some did
not even know how to write; others, instead of taking the children
to church themselves, charged some of the elder ones to take them
there, and mass thus became an opportunity of misconduct to all.
Then, masters were wanting. In 1652, the parish had been divided
for the schools into seven districts, which supposes at least seven
schools. In 1688, when Blessed de la Salle was called to Paris, there
was only one, in the Rue Princesse, a large house standing half way
down the street, looking to the east. There was a picture of St Anne
over the door. This house was close to the one occupied by the
priests of the community.

M. Claude Bottu de la Barmondiére was then parish-priest of
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saint Sulpice. He was the third successor of M. Olier. Well inform-
ed, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, Director of the Seminary where he
had been brought up, he was full of zeal for the parish, of which he
had been named pastor in 1678 by the Abbot of Saint Germain. The
charity-schools had been the object of his solicitude, and he had
placed them under the care of M. Coinpagnon, a priest of the Com-
munity.

But M. Compagnon was breaking down under the burden. He
had over two hundred children to manage, and his only assistant
was a young Inan, quite inexperienced, who filled the functions of
school-master. The pastor, wishing that the children should learn
a trade while they were being taught reading, writing, and the cate-
chism, had established a woollen manufactory in the house, and
placed at the head of it a man named Rafrond who was to teach
them the trade. In spite of the efforts of these three persons, the
charity-school of the parish of Saint Sulpice was a centre of dissipa-
tion and disorder. M. Compagnon was overwhelmed with work,
and he saw that all his efforts were fruitless. He suddenly bethought
him of Blessed de la Salle, of whom he had heard the parish-priest
spaak, and he wrote to him in the month of June 1687, to ask him

a master who would second him in the management of the school.

The pious founder had long desired to establish his schools in
Paris, and preferred the parish of Saint Sulpice to any other. He
had had an opportunity of admiring the zeal of the clergy and the
faith of the parishioners, and it reminded him of the happy days of
his ecclesiastical studies. This offer was, therefore, very tempting,
and he was inclined to accept it. But he withstood the temptation,
not wishing, even under these circuimnstances, to deviate from his
habitual prudence and the rules he had laid down for himself. He
never sent out a Brother alone, and never took charge of a school
unless invited to do so by the parish-priest. He replied to M. Com-
pagnon that he was willing to give him two school-masters if the
parish-priest approved of it.

M. Compagnon set off immediately for Rheims to arrange the
matter, but Blessed de la Salle was absent, so he had to come back
without seeing him.

On his return, Blessed de la Salle heard of M. Compagnon’s visit,
of his urgent entreaties that one of the Brothers would go back with
him to Paris, and he was thrown into great perplexity. Ought he
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not to vield? By being too rigid, was he not running the risk of
losing an opportunity that he had long been waiting for, and that
God now sent him? He prayed, he took counsel, and resolved to
abide by his first decision.

He wrote to M. Compagnon, repeating what he had said in his
first letter; he could not take charge of the school unless the parish-
priest consented to employ two Brothers. M. Compagnon replied
that he accepted these conditions. '

The Abbé Louis de la Salle, brother of Blessed de la Salle, was
going to Paris to enter the Seminary of Saint Sulpice. The holy
founder desired him to call upon M. Compagnon, and tell him that
he was ready to come to Paris, on the terms he had mentioned,
and as soon as he should be sent for by the parish-priest.

Two months went by before M. Compagnon stirred in the affair.
The needs of the school were growing more urgent, the burden
heavier. M. Compagnon thought over the matter, and went off to
Abbé Louis de la Salle to ask him the cause of his brother’s delay.
The Abbé replied that his brother was waiting for orders. M. Com-
pagnon wrote to Rheims. Blessed de la Salle did not move; he
wanted orders from the parish-priest; M. de la Barmondiére myst
be consulted. The latter, being himself member of a communi‘,
loving his Rule, and practising obedience to his Superiors, exacted
obedience from those under him. He was delighted with the senti-
ments of deference shown in Blessed de la Salle’s manner of proceed-
ing, and was confirmed in his good opinion of him. He immedi-
ately desired M. Baudrand, his assistant and future successor in the
government of the parish, to write and tell him that he might come
with his two masters, and that he and they would be heartily wel-
come. All difficulties were now removed.

Blessed de la Salle set out with the two Brothers, and arrived in
Paris on the 24th of February 1688, eve of the feast of saint Mathias '.
After a few days’ rest, the Brothers went to their task together with
the young master who had been assisting M. Compagnon. They
divided the school into three classes, according to their degree of
instruction, and each master took one. Blessed de la Salle overlook-
ed them all. He passed up and down the rows, exhorting the child-
ren to be steady, and instructing them in Christian doctrine. This

1 Moved to the 25th, on account of leap year.
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first reform at once brought forth fruit. The children flocked in
such numbers that the Brothers were overworked, and one of
them fell ill. The servant of God at once took his place, and
gave in Paris the same example of humility that he had given
at Rheims. He kept the class, conducted the children to mass, and
taught them reading and writing until the master was recovered.

Nevertheless, despite the zeal of the Brothers, the school was
always in disorder. The Abbé Compagnon did not live there, and,
moreover, he had none of the qualities that go to make a good
manager. He was active, but fickle and quarrelsome. He was
quite alive to these faults himself, and having had experience of
M. de la Salle’s capacity, he offered him the entire management of
the school. But Blessed de la Salle modestly declined the offer,
preferring to keep to his own function, which was that of super-
vising the classes. The Brothers, although they also suffered from
the irregularity of the exercises, had orders to be silent and utter
no word of complaint, shutting their eves so as not to see, their
ears so as not to hear, accepting gently what they could not avoid,
and living in peace with all. Blessed de la Salle saw the evil, but
hegvaited patiently for God to send the remedy.

i) the month of April, M. de la Barmondiére came 1o visit the
school with M. Métais, a priest of the community. He was struck
by the progress the children had made, but also by the disorder
which still reigned in the house, and which rendered the school
more hurtful than helpful to youth. M. de la Barmondiére, with
great sagacity, guessed that M. de la Salle, whose value he was able
to judge of after a month’s experience of his work, was the only one
capable of getting the school into a good condition, and he begged
him to take it in hand, M. Compagnon giving up all authority.
M. de la Barmondiére added that if two Brothers were not enough,
M. de la Salle could send for others, the parish allowing a salary of
two hundred and fifty francs for each.

Blessed de la Salle accepted this new work from obedience, but
not without fear; for he foresaw it would be a source of trial to him,
and that M. Compagnon’s jealousy would put obstacles in his path.
He was not, however, staved by these apprehensions, but set to
work courageously.

The Rule which had borne such good fruits at Rheims was at
once applied in Paris. The Brothers lived as they had done hereto-
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fore, making prayer and penance the foundation of their charity for
the children. The latter were put under a severe discipline. The
doors of the school were open at a stated hour, and closed as soon as
class began. Those who were late had to slay in the street. Every
day, the children were taken to mass. The day, by being properly
divided, was roomy enough for all the exercises. Even manual labor
was retained. Blessed de la Salle did not approve of it; he consid-
ered it a source of dissipation without any benefit; but the parish-
priest had established it, so M. de la Salle would not suppress it..

These reforms produced marked results in a short time. The
children grew more docile and industrious. They made rapid prog-
ress. Even in the streets their improved behaviour was noticeable,
and the neighborhood, that had long suffered from their noise and
quarelling, now admired their good manners. But everybody was
not so satisfied with this improved state of things. The young
master did not enjoy being restricted to a new manner of life, much
more penitential than the one he had led before. The hosier,
Rafrond, was also discontented; he still directed a manufactory in
the house of the Rue Princesse, and he had to train the children of
the school there 1o be workmen. The time allowed for manual
labor had been cut short by Blessed de la Salle, and Rafrond, the?e-
fore, made less money, which did not suit him. But above all, the
Abbé Compagnon could not forgive Blessed de la Salle the contrast
between the present management of the school and the late one. He
let himself be carried away by jealousy, and resolved to take advan-
tage of the bad humour of his former auxiliaries in order to injure
M. de la Salle in the opinion of the parish-priest; and the better to
succeed in this, he resolved to destroy the manufactory.

He egged on Rafrond to complain; but Blessed de la Salle paid no
attention to this. Rafrond, fancying himself necessary, walked off.
The holy man let him go without a word. Knitting was the trade
taught by the hosier. Rheims was famous for its knitting; M. de
la Salle sent for a Brother who was well up in the work and could
teach it to the children. The manufactory was quickly set up, and
became more flourishing than ever.

The enemies of Blessed de la Salle felt their jealousy increasing
with this increasing success, and redoubled their efforts to get him
sent away. Tricks and manceuvres not having succeeded, they had
recourse to calummny. One day, towards the month of July 1688, at
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a charity meeting of ladies held at the parish-priest’s, M. Compa-
gnon so far forgot himself as to bring a most serious charge against
Blessed de la Salle. We cannot say what it was. The Saints are
quick to forget injuries, and those who have been guilty of them
have no interest in remembering them. The accusation was,
however, so cleverly got up, that it made an impression on several
sensible persons, and the parish-priest himself believed it. He was
a simple, straight forward man, easily deceived. Incapable of deceit
‘himself, he never suspected others of deceiving. He let himself he
prejudiced against the holy man, and showed this by the coldness of
his manner, which, coming after his former kindness, was the more
marked.

The servant of God suffered all in silence, humbly offering to God
the injustice of which he was the victim. Evil reports spread quick-
ly. From the month of July to September, the charges brought
against Blessed de la Salle and cleverly worked up by their inventor
became so overwhelming, that the parish-priest determined to send
back the Brothers to Rheimns. As, however, he did not wish to
make a scandal, he sent word to M. de la Salle by his director,
M. Baudrand, to go away of his own accord, and to take advantage
of the holidays to do it quietly. M. dela Salle did not ask the cause
of this unjust and unexpected dismissal. It was the ruin of all his
hopes and his most cherished dreams; but he submitted without a
murmur, and made ready to depart. \

The Abbé Compagnon had triumphed. He saw himself once
more at the head of the school, and already announced the news of
the Brothers’ impending departure. But the wicked ones are apt
to blow their trumpets and cry victory too soon, for God interferes
betimes in favor of those who leave the care of their honor in His
keeping.

Blessed de la Salle had settled with M. Baudrand what day he
was to present himself at the house of M. de la Barmondiére and
take leave of him. This interview weighed upon the parish-priest
and woke up in his mind certain anxious doubts. The sight of the
servant of God, whose countenance shone sweetness and holiness,
shattered in a moment the whole edifice of lies that had been raised
against him. The clouds of calumny fled before the brightness of
virtue, and M. de la Barmondiére said no more about Blessed de la
Salle’s departure. When the latter alluded to it, he replied : ¢ We
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will think about it.” On leaving the room, M. Baudrand said to
his penitent : ¢“ He will think about it for the next three years with-
out changing anything. Live in peace, and keep quiet. ”

M. Compagnon redoubled his intrigues. Every day saw some
new plan against the Brothers. The parish-priest and the commu-
nity were called in as judges, until the parish rang with the accu-
sations. Blessed de la Salle alone remained calm amidst all this
noise and uproar, and attended to his school as if he heard and saw
nothing.

At last, M. de la Barmondiére resolved to get at the truth of the
matter. He opened an enquiry, and charged the Abbé de Janson,
afterwards Archbishop, to conduct it. The latter was a clever and
prudent man, well suited to throw light on the affair. He took his
time, visited the schools, got to the bottom of the various stories,
questioned, kept watch, and discovered nothing in any quarter
except proofs of Blessed de la Salle’s patience and humility. His
astonishment was so great, that he could not resist interrogating the
holy man himself; he adjured himn to break silence, and to tell him
the whole truth concerning M. Compagnon. M. de la Salle tried to
excuse himself, and said that, as he had not examined the matter, he
had nothing to say. The only favor he asked for himself was that
he might be informed of any faults that had been noticed in his
behaviour, and given any advice that could help him to correct
them.

This last trait of humility, being repeated to the parish-priest,
entirely opened his eves. He gave back all his esteem and friend-
ship to Blessed de la Salle, and henceforth only sought how to assist
him in the free and peaceable management of the schools. But he
was very weary, and thought of giving up his presbytery. In the
month of January 1689, he resigned in favor of M. Baudrand, and
withdrew into a community of priests, where he lived in prayer
until his death in 1694.

M. Baudrand was an old pupil of the seminary of Saint Sulpice,
who, by his merit and virtues, rose gradually to the rank of director.
He possessed M. de la Barmondiére’s whole confidence, and assisted
him in the administration of the parish. He knew Blessed de la
Salle better than any one, since he had been his spiritual director.
He did not wish, however, to seem partial or overeager in this
affair, and let several months go by without coming to a decision.
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He was waiting for an opportunity. Towards Christmas that
vear, the priest who directed the acolytes of the parish died, and
M. Baudrand appointed M. Compagnon to take his place, and with-
drew him altogether from the schools, which he entrusted entirely
to M. de la Salle. The latter, by his gentleness, had overcome every
obstacle.

Once free, he applied all his zeal to the reformation of the schools,
which soon became extraordinarily prosperous. The children,
attracted by the good order of the classes, and the excellent teaching
given them, became so numerous, that it was necessary to open
a new school. This was the wish of the holy founder, who had
spoken of it to M. de la Barmondiére. M. Baudrand reverted to the
project, and, at the beginning of 1690, the new school was opened
in the Rue du Bac, near the Pont Royal, which was just finished.
Blessed de la Salle was requested to send to Rheims for two more
masters, and the parish-priest promised to contribute two hundred
and fifty francs to their support.

The school in the Rue du Bac was soon as flourishing as the one
in the Rue Princesse. But in the lives of the Saints trials succeed
one another. They change their character, but the chain is never
broken.

No sooner was he free from the persecutions of M. Compagnon
than Blessed de la Salle had to contend with the school-masters,
who brought an action against him; with the parish-priest, his
protector, who abandoned him; with his own disciples, who rebel-
led against him.

The opening of the school in the Rue du Bac began to attract the
attention of the school-masters. They lost a few pupils, who were
drawn to the Brothers, either by their gratuitous instruction, or by
their excellent method, and suddenly the whole pedagogical world
took fright. Who were these new-comers, and why were they
meddling with other people’s business? Was it a reason because
they chose to live like beggars and teach for nothing that they were
to ruin the school-masters and send them to the hospital? What
right had they to come to Paris? Had not the school-masters a
privilege, granted by the precentor, recognized by Parliament, and
which nobody had a right to touch?

These masters were poor fellows, eking out their living pain-
fully, and therefore always on the watch against any attempt to cut
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down their scanty earnings. The school fees were a mere pittance,
and it was often hard to get that pittance paid. The mode of
teaching that prevailed forbade their receiving many children
together in a school. They knew nothing as yet of the system of
simultaneous teaching, or mutual teaching, which were invented
later by Blessed de la Salle. The children were taught one by one.
The school-rooms were small, the scholars few, and the schools
very close together. The distance that was to separate them was
strictly regulated by law : ¢ There were to be about ten houses
between each school in the populous quarters, twenty in the
others. ”’ Many of the classes only reckoned ten scholars. Often,
in order to increase the profits, the wife kept a school as well as
the husband. She taught the girls in one room, while he taught
the boys in another. But even when the income was doubled, it
remained a pittance. The school-masters were, consequently, a
poor little needy colony, jealous, looking askance on anything like
competitiori, and ready to seize upon the rash mortal who vent-
ured to trespass on their rights.

The masters seldom pleaded themselves— they had neither the
time nor the money; but the corporation took their part and stood
up for them. There was a syndic that held very much to justifying
its function, elders who were the watchful guardians of the privi-
leges of the corporation, a common purse that had to be spent on
something. They began a law-suit, and carried it from court to
court with the slow solemnity of the law and the imperturbable
patience of the age. Sometimes the suit lasted half a century,
sometimes a whole century.

The tribunal of the first proceedings was that of the precentor.
He gave judgment in the first instance on the differences that arose
amongst the school-masters, and the quarrels they had with the
rivals who encroached on their privileges. His decisions could
only be reversed by Parliainent.

True, the Brothers kept charity-schools for the poor, and these
latter, emancipated from the commmon law, were placed under the
exclusive authority of the parish-priests. But children in easy
circumstances canie also, and if the Brothers did not refuse them,
the paying schools would soon be abandoned. The school-masters,
therefore, concerted together, and resolved to crush in the bud this
work which they perceived dangerous to their own interests. The
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result was a war against the Brothers of the Christian schools
which lasted fifteen years.

There were intervals and truces; the Brothers were sometimes
victorious, sometimes vanquished. The affair was carried before
divers tribunals; but, finally, the school-masters won the day, for
an act of the Parliament of Paris decided in their favor, in as much
as it obliged Blessed de la Salle to remove the principal seat of his
Institute to Rouen.

From the first, the battle raged hotly. The school- masters of the
district of the Rue du Bac sent bailiffs to seize the furniture and
shut up the classes. Then they summoned the Brothers before the
precentor of Notre Dame, who was, as we have said, the first author-
ity to be appealed to.

Blessed de la Salle had a horror of litigation. He practised to the
letter that maxim of the Gospel : ¢ If your enemy takes your cloak,
give him also your gown. ” He did not defend himself. He consid-
ered his right too clear and strong to have any need of legal support.

He received at his gghools the poorest children who were repul-
sed from everywhere else, and who could not pay the masters.
Whom, therefore, was he wronging? The school-masters accused
M. de la Salle of hiding under the name of charity-school a real
school open to many children who might otherwise have come to
them. The precentor, only hearing their statement, agreed with
it, and condemned the Brothers.

Blessed de la Salle was grieved by this decree; his whole work
was compromised. Even his director told him he ought in con-
science to defend himself, or rather to defend the poor children
whose cause he represented. Blessed de la Salle allowed himself
to be persuaded. Convinced, however, that he could do nothing
without the help of God, he began by making a pilgrimage with the
Brothers to Notre Dame-des-Vertus, a place of devotion not far
from Paris, and much frequented at that time. He said mass there,
and the Brothers received Communion from his hand. The entire
day was spent in prayer. They had all gone on foot, and come
back in the same way, humble and penitent and tired, like real
pilgrims who are in quest of a great grace. The Brothers had
a piece of bread for their day’s food; but Blessed de la Salle would
touch nothing, preferring to fast the whole day, and only eat on his
return at nightfall.
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Thus prepared, he went confidently into court. He had no dif-
ficulty in proving that his school in the Rue du Bac was a char-
ity school, opened at the urgent request of the parish- priest, that
it did no harm whatever to the school-masters, and that there
was no reason for suppressing it. These arguments prevailed; the
sentence was reversed, and for some years the Brothers were left
in peace.

But scarcely had this difficulty been settled when another started
up. The costume of the Brothers, which had not yet been conse-
crated by long services and the gratitude of nations, appeared ugly
and excentric. It had been criticized at Rheims; it was now criti-
cized in Paris. They laughed at it in the streets. Society found
fault with it. One wanted the cloak to be short, another disap-
proved of the shape of the hat.

The parish-priest of Saint Sulpice allowed himself to be preju-
diced by these opinions. He disliked the costume. He would have
preferred the Brothers to adopt the ecclesiastical habit and long
cloak. Blessed de la Salle would not consent to this. He held
essentially to the Brothers not being confounded with the clergy.
M. Baudrand insisted, and could not understand why he met with
s0 much resistance concerning a matter of such very small impor-
tance. But Blessed de la Salle could not yield. He had not deci-
ded this question of the costume without good reasons and grave
deliberation. Every detail had been considered. The public were
now growing used to it; the Brothers had become attached to it;
changes would involve expense, and, above all, they would upset
the stability of this part of the Rule. One parish-priest found one
fault with the dress, his successor would find another. What
pleased in this diocese would not please in the next, and if the
founder gave way once, there was no reason why he should not
do so again.

The habit of the Brothers would become the sport of caprice and
fashion; even its uniformity would disappear, and it would be
obliged to change according to the parish.

These considerations determined M. de la Salle to remain firm
against all influences, and, to justify his resistance, he drew up a
memoir which, he said, ‘ had been approved of by many wise
persons.’’ The parish-priest of Saint Sulpice would not, however,
give in; he said the servant of God was obstinate, and punished

7
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him by diminishing the allowance he had made him for the schools.
Blessed de la Salle was deeply grieved to find himself at variance
with a man whose virtues he appreciated, and from whom he had
received benefits; but he felt that he alone was the superior of the
Brothers, and, therefore, being responsible, had received the neces-
sary graces for guiding them.

Other trials were added to these, sharper trials, for they struck
at the heart of the holy priest. He had brought with him from
Rheims two Brothers carefully chosen, and who, in the beginning,
answered all his expectations. They were earnest workers and
patient under trial. But the number of scholars having increased,
they no longer sufficed for the amount of work to be done, so
M. de la Salle sent for two more Brothers. One of these was a
man of eminent piety, and was placed at the head of the house.
The first Brothers were vexed at this preference, and considered
that the honor should have fallen to them by right, and that, as in
the army, promotion depended on length of service. One of the
Brothers could not bear the vexation, and went away. He was an
excellent master, a good penman, and clever at imparting knowledge
to youth, but pride spoiled these qualities. His departure was a
loss to the school, a deplorable example for his colleagues, a wound
in the heart of his father. The comrade of this Brother remained ;
but he had a violent temper, and gave way to it. He also left the
house, and ended badly.

The successive trials that Blessed de la Salle had undergone,
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