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FLORENTINE HISTORY.

BOOK THE FIRST.

CHAPTER XXIX.

FROM A.D. 1402 TO A.D. 1415.

HAPPY are those climes that safe in their natural bulwarks

only know war by name, by partial grief and public rejoic-
ings, or the quiet payment of superfluous gold! Who
see not their towns in flames, their fields laid waste,
their sons murdered, their daughters violated, their old men
weeping and their country ruined. . Many are the benevolent
but thoughtless hearts which had they ever felt the blast of
war, would pause ere from the warm domestic hearth and the
bosom of a happy family they lent their voice to carry desola-
tion into peaceful, and far distant countries whose government
but not the people are the offenders!

During the Milanese war the Florentine territory had been
so devastated and bereft of people that the ground in most
parts lay bare, untilled, untouched and untenanted ; wherefore
a decree went forth offering ten years' exemption from every
public burden real and personal to all persons who would colo-
nige the land, for without such restoratives none could work
and live, so deep and universal was the mischief. The moun-
tainous district round Firenzuola was utterly abandoned, and

VOL. HIL. : B
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the remnant of its people could only be enticed back by dint of
exemptions and peculiar privileges: yet with the country in
this state and enfeebled by the terrible effects of a plague in
1400, did the Florentines, as if in mockery of Heaven, again
listen to ambition and again pant for conquest!* The death
of Gian-Galeazzo Visconte did not therefore restore peace, but
on the contrary gave fresh vigour to the war and new elasticity to
the buoyant spirit of Florence whose citizens were loath to pass
80 fair an occasion of humbling the Visconti weakened as they
now were by a divided inheritance and the ambition and mutual
jealousy of & gang of unscrupulous condottieri. The eldest son
Giovan-Maria Visconte inherited the duchy, properly so called,
of Milan, with the addition of Bologna, Siena, and Perugia :
Filippo-Maria succeeded to Pavia, Verona, Vicenza, and other
places of inferior note, and Gabriele-Maria, an elder but illegi-
timate son, had Pisa for his portion. This division and conse-
quent weakening of the state by a man of Gian-Galeazzo's
sagacity in the midst of a formidable and expensive war occa-
sioned general surprise; but a weak and young enemy in pos-
session of Pisa was not unacceptable to Florence, and antici-
pated contentions between the mother, sons, ministers, and
condottieri offered an alluring prospect to her ambition. The
Florentine ambassadors had therefore orders to quit Venice
without listening to any terms of peace, and those at Rome to
confirm a treaty already concluded with Boniface IX. for the
organisation of a league against Milan and the employment of
their united forces for the recovery of Perugia.

Florence began by expelling Count Antonio del Palagio of
the Guidi family, who under Milanese influence had been
somewhat troublesome, from all his possessions in the Casen-
tino ; the principal towns, Palagio and Montemezzano, with
his remaining territory were reduced into one community and
under the name of Palagio Fiorentino annexed to the republic.

* S. Ammirato, Storia, Lib, xvii., pp. 895, 896.
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Meanwhile the combined army and Perugian exiles invested
that city under the pope’s brother Giannello Marquis of La
Marca: the place would have soon surrendered to Boniface,
but as the besiegers insisted on a restoration of their exiled
allies it obstinately refused, and held out until relieved by
Otto Bonterzo from Milan with a strong detachment of cavalry.
Giannello fled shamefully, but the exiles and Florentines
under Cecco da San Severino maintained all their positions in
the district although now too weak to continue the investment.
During these events repeated inroads were made and retaliated
on the Senese frontier so as to keep all that country in a state
of tribulation, and the Pisan confines being similarly vexed by
& new Milanese garrison, the year 1403 commenced
with universal war in Tuscany *. Bartolommeo
Valori gonfalonier of justice and the new-elected Balia re-
solved to rid themselves of the evil by carrying hostilities into
Lombardy and for this purpose Carlo Malatesta was induced
to join the league of which Niccolo Marquis of Ferrara became
general. Alberigo da Barbiano commanded the Florentines,
and Cardinal Baldassare Cossa afterwards Pope John XXIII.
was appointed legate in Romagna : Pandolfo Malatesta brother
of Carlo commanded the Milanese forces at Siena and ravaged
the Florentine territory, while Pisa occupied by an enemy
paralysed all commerce in that quarter ; wherefore Piombino
was secured by treaty to facilitate the landing and safe-conduct
of Florentine merchandise, and long-anticipated dissensions at
Milan soon began to favour the views of that republic. Both
Senese and Pisans were quickly repulsed and the combined
army of Romagna made incursions into Lombardy : afterwards
encamping near Bologna they expected a revolt, but every
unquiet rumour was kept down by the vigilance of Facino
Cane who with a strong force had thrown himself into that

A.D. 1408.

® Ammirato, Lib. xvii,, p. 896.—Poggio, Lib. iv., p. 104.
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city. The talents and wealth of Gian-Galeazzo had held ele-
ments together that when once relieved from his grasp began
to crack and separate : the Guelphic party plotted and agitated ;
the military commanders were neither idle nor blind to their
own interests; the ducal counsel was divided ; all contending
for the same object under pretence of their sovereign's welfare,
and soon commenced a system of vengeance for former injuries,
first secretly, then openly*. Francesco Barbavara, Gian-Gale-
azzo's chief minister and favourite, headed one party ; Antonio
Visconte, also a minister, another: the latter was favoured by
the court nobility and people and after great tumults Fran-
cesco fled for refuge to the castle whence he ultimately escaped,
but the city remained a long time in confusion. Disorder then
spread to the provinces; town after town revolted, and all
Lombardy became one mass of insurrection: Ugolino Caval-
cabo first roused the Cremonese and finally obtained the lord-
ship of their city; the Guelphs rose wildly in every quarter,
and so savage was party hatred, that at Brescia as we are
assured by both Corio and Ammirato, they not only outraged
the women, not only dragged mothers, and children of every
age from their concealment and holding by the hair butch-
ered them like sheep and lambs, but actually exposed the
flesh of their enemies for sale at the public shambles! It is
not positively asserted that such food was eaten but so much
i8 inferred; and such deeds does man dare to do when mad-
dened by the pernicious spirit of political faction}! The Rossi
agitated Parma, the Sacchi occupied Bellinzone ; the Ruscioni
seized on Como; the Suardi on Bergamo; the Scotti, Landi,
Fontanesi and Fulgosi stirred up Placentia; Lodi Martesana,
Soncino and many other towns were every one in arms, and
all the land was mad with vengeance.

* Muratori Annali, Anno 1404. 900.—Corio Histor. Milan, Parte ive,
+ Poggio Bracciolini, Lib. iv., p. 104. p. 292,
—S. Ammirato, 8tor. Lib. xvii., p.
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Florentine arts and gold were blamed for this, and probably
formed the match ; but the combustibles already prepared in a
malignant mass of faction had been only kept under by a dark
and ponderous tyranny. The league took immediate advantage of
this anarchy and invited by Rolando Rosso were preparing to
cross the Po when the Duchess of Milan, apprehensive of con-
sequences, commenced secret negotiations with the legate and
Carlo Malatesta, which by the cession of Bologna and Peru-
gia ended in a treaty; and this the Florentines were suddenly
called upon to sign without even knowing that such a thing
was in agitation. The Marquis of Ferrara, Alberigo da Bar-
biano, and Vanni Castellani the Florentine ambassador, were
kept in equal ignorance ; — the first took it quietly; the
second flared up, threatened, made his own terms, and ulti-
mately signed; but the last proudly and indignantly refused.
Bologna was taken possession of in September; first by an
insurrection of the citizens, then by the legate, who thus pre-
tended to receive the city from them alone, independent of the
Visconti. Florence thunderstruck at this breach of covenant
made ineffectual remonstrances, but far from denying his error
Baldassare Cossa audaciously attempted to excuse it by the
advantage of having Bologna restored without bloodshed to the
church. The pope after some dissimulation justified his legate
and in answer to Florentine remonstrances bluntly avowed
that meaning to live in peace he cared little for good faith.
Perugia then voluntarily submitted to him and the league dis-
solved : Florence thus suddenly found herself deserted, and
undecided whether she would continue the war alone or accept
an unprofitable peace.

Carlo Malatesta irritated at this hesitation openly called
her a dovecot of knaves who were endeavouring to put down
all the gentlemen of Italy, but whose immediate and par-
ticular ambition was the conquest of Pisa to which he never
would consent, nor allow any Ghibeline community to fall into
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Guelphic hands. The Florentines were yet far from humbled
although they had already spent 500,000 florins principally in
the Papal service since Galeazzo's death ; but their spirit and
courage were at full sea, and Malatesta’s conduct raised such a
storm of anger as at once impelled them to more vigorous
operations in order to prove their complete independence both
of him and the treacherous pontiff.

Succours were accordingly despatched to Cavalcabé and the
Rossi; the Cancellieri who had revolted and troubled Pistoia
were tamed and forced to yield the pass of Sambuca; the
Ubaldini, also driven into insurrection by the maladministration
of Florentine governors, were curbed: Gabriello Maria Vis-
conte had already disgusted the Pisans by his cruelty extortion
and persecution of the Bergolini; Siena too showed symptoms
of agitation and discontent, and the year 1404 opened
with fresh expectations for Florence. The state of
Lombardy was indeed deplorable ; the ancient but long-snp-
pressed enmity between Guelph and Ghibeline was again loose
and raging with unheard-of fury and the land was steeped in
blood : Vercelli and Noara were plundered; Pavia sacked, and
along with Tortona Alexandria and many other places fell into
the power of Facino Cane: Placentia a prey to internal discord
and repeatedly the victim of a cruel rapacious soldiery suffered
the combined horrors of civil hate and military licentiousness ;
so that, according to Poggio Bracciolini, an eye-witness, it was
almost entirely depopulated : Brescia, that disgrace of humanity,
fell into the hands of Pandolfo Malatesta; Ottobuon Terzo seized
on Parma Placentia and Reggio; Verona revolted and set up
the remnants of its ancient race, but their reign was brief and
powerless ; and thus the whole dukedom fell to pieces through
evil administration, individual hate, and military aggrandise-
ment. The young duke scarcely able to preserve even Milan
from domestic enemies and the repeated threatenings of foreign
invaders, was no longer an object of apprehension to Florence

A.D. 1404.
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who without concluding any formal peace seems to have gra-
dually withdrawn all her forces from Lombardy *.

The new year brought with it a new Balid or war-council
who failed in their first and secret attempt to surprise Pisa by
blowing in an old walled gateway; yet this, coupled with his
own unpopularity, so alarmed Gabriello that he at once placed
himself under French protection through Jean le Meingre sur-
named Boucicault then absolute and tyrannical ruler for the
French monarch in Genoat. This man glad of an oppor-
tunity to meddle with Tuscan politics immediately ordered
Florence to refrain from molesting Pisa under the displeasure
of Charles the Sixth; and as a security sequestered Floren-
tine merchandise to the amount of 200,000 florins. At this
startling notice Buonaccorso Pitti was instantly despatched to
treat, but though subsequently supported by four other am-
bassadors had no success and returned unsatisfied to Florence ;
nor were any amends made until the Florentines granted a truce
of four years’ certain duration to Gabriello Visconte .

The change of magistracy this year was accompanied by a
remarkable resolution, namely that in future no person under
the rank of knight count or marquis should hold the office of
Podesta or Captain of the People; nor were even the two
latter dignities to be deemed sufficient unless at least half a
century old, in such high estimation were these republican
dignities then held in Italy! An attempt to make Siena revolt
and come to friendly terms with Florence had failed in the
preceding autumn, but so weakened was Milanese influence
there that ambassadors were now sent to treat without the citi-
zens even condescending to inform the governor, S8an Giorgio

* Poggio, Storia Fior., Lib. iv., pp. letter on this subject from the Floren-
106, 107, &c.—S. Ammirato, Storis, tine Seignory to Charles V1. Published
Lib. xvii., p. 902, &c*. — Muratori, for the first time in 1836 by the inde-
Anni 1403 and 1404. fatigable and enterprising Ginseppe
+ Cronaca di Buonaccorso Pitti, p. 75. Molini, at Florence., in his “ Docu-
3 Cronaca di Buonaccorso Pitti, p. 76. menti di Storia Italiana,” from MSS,
See also s spirited and characteristic in the Royal Library at Paria.



8 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [s00k 1,

di Carreto, of the circumstance, and he voluntarily evacu-
ated the town to prevent worse consequemces. A treaty was
therefore signed early in April by which the liberty of Siena
was reéstablished, all conquests restored except Montepul-
ciano the original cause of war, which now remained to Flo-
rence; the port of Talamone was again opened to her trade,
and tranquillity once more began to dawn on that long-vexed
frontier *.

The feudal chiefs who deserted Florence in her extremity
had still to be punished, and Jacopo Salviati tells us thatit was
he who accomplished this after much bard fighting for nearly
half a year, and with such effect as to leave scarcely a common
hut in possession of the Ubertini of Val d’Ambre or the
Counts of Bagno on the frontier of Romagna+. This quieted
Tuscany, and about the same period ambassadors arrived from
the antipope Benedict XIII. in their way to Rome under
Florentine protection on a mission of peace about the eccle-
siastical schism, but Boniface the Ninth’s death in October
abruptly terminated these conferences. After some tumults and
bloodshed Innocent VI. succeeded ; and under French patron-
age Benedict established himself in Genoa to further his own
views and gain adherents in Italy; to this end he cheerfully
united with Boucicault and the Genoese in a scheme for win-
ning over Florence to their side by the sale of Pisa, her most
coveted object.

Francesco da Carrara excited the jealousy of Venice by his
occupation of Verona and Vicenza, and in despite of the
earnest remonstrances of Florence that powerful state made
war against him with such vigour that he was soon brought
to extremities in Padua, his only remaining possession.  This
success of her rival and bitterest enemy roused the fears
of Genoa to such a height as to overcome all similar feelings

* 0. Malavolti, Storia di Siena, Parte ii*, Lib. x. p. 195.
+ Cronacs di Jacopo Salviati, p. 221.
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towards Florence which the acquisition of a seaport by that
state had begun to excite, and secured her agreement to any
measure tending to humble such a foe. Boucicault
seems to have had his own views in the transaction as
well as the others, but a desire of saving Francesco da Carrara
was common to all ; Florence was first sounded through a private
merchant, and this brought Gino Capponi half officially to
Genoa in order to feel his way: the business seemed to run
smoothly when Gabriello conscious of his precarious tenure
requested an interview with Maso degli Albizzi at Vico Pisano
where his weakness and indecision proved too great to accom-
plish anything. This meeting however could not be con-
cealed from the Pisans who believing themselves sacrificed
seized their arms and drove Gabriello and his mother Maria
Agnesina, by whom he was governed, into the citadel, where
he held out until succoured from Genoa. The nature of Flo-
rentine negotiations were now changed; possession became
uncertain but Gabriello, whose mother had just been killed
by a fall, determined to sell the place: commissioners from
Genoa together with Gino Capponi met him at Pietra Santa
and after long discussion Pisa was sold to the Florentines for
206,000 florins with immediate possession of the citadel, and an
understanding that Padua was to be relieved the moment the
city itself should be reduced. There were also other conditions
which fell with the citadel onlya few days after it was occupied *.

The Pisans disdaining to be sold like oxen, and to their
most detested enemy; suppressed for the moment all party
differences and joined in the common cause. By force and
stratagem they recovered their citadel and then sent ambas-

A.D. 1406.

¢ Commentari di Gino Cappone, p, Stor. Ital., vol. vi.) who says that
254. “ Raccolta di Ommm An- 250,000 florius was the price. “ Che
tiche,” &c*. (Firemze 1733.)—“Seie duo C con uno L e I’emme sopra,
Capitoli (in verse) dell’ Acquisto di costs.” Cap. i°, Roncioni, Istorie
Pisa fatto dai Fiorentini nel 1406 di Pisane, Lib. xvi,, p. 971, Ar. Stor. Ital.
Giovanni di Ser Piero (p. 250, Ar.
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sadors to Florence offering to repay that state all its expenses
in exchange for peace and the restoration of Librafatta and
Santa Maria in Castello which bad already been taken posses-
sion of by the Florentines. The embassy was however
.abruptly dismissed and both sides prepared for a war which
Florence was not afraid to undertake although she bad already
paid two millions and a half of gold since 1401, and was now
obliged to create a new stock to meet the coming expense *.
A close blockade by sea and land was resolved on; but this
unexpected turn in the fortune of Pisa was the signal for
Padua’s fall and the ruin of Francesco da Carrara, while it
permanently established the territorial power of Venice on the
Continent. Confiding in Florentine assistance he rejected a
treaty then on the point of signature and declared he would
hold out to the last; his kinsman the Marquis of Ferrara had
been forced by Venice not only to abandon his cause but
take an active part against him; no Lombard ally stirred
in his favour; Florence afar off, had too much on her hands
to risk the anger of Venice at such a moment, and thus situ-
ated the Paduans themselves began to murmur: the Venetians
terrified them with apprehensions of an assault and a gate
was secretly opened on the seventeenth of November: Fran-
cesco and his son retired to the citadel and thence endeavoured
to treat but in vain; he then repaired in person to the Vene-
tian camp and while there both city and citadel were lost by
treachery.  Still listening to evil council he appeared in per-
son at Venice, threw himself humbly on the mercy of a govern-
ment that had never known mercy ; was rebuked, imprisoned,
and by the advice of his enemy del Vermo, who observed that
“ dead men made no war,” was with his two sons Francesco
and Jacopo finally strangled in prison. Two other sons were
safe at Florence; one died im 1407, the other, in & vain
attempt to recover his principality, was taken and decapitated

¢ S. Ammirato, Storis, Lib. xvii., p. 907.
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at Venice in 1435, and thus terminated the chequered fortunes
of that illustrious family *.

The acquisition of Pisa was a serious affair at Florence and
great efforts were made to secure it; a mere licence
to undertake this conquest had already cost much, and
as yet no more ground was cleared for active operations: the
remaining obstacles were Ladislaus king of Naples a young
warlike and ambitious monarch on the one hand, and Ottobuon
Terzo an able unemployed condottiere in possession of Parma
on the other. Ladislaus then aiming at the subjugation of
Rome, at that moment almost in anarchy from civil war, was
quieted by a promise not to be thwarted in his enterprise,
and Ottobuon Terzo was similarly paralysed by a large subsidy.
These points settled, it was determined to invest Pisa so closely
by sea and land that every hope of provisions or succour
should be vain; the Florentine camp was accordingly pitched
at San Piero in Grado on the river side a little below the town,
under the Florentine commissioner Maso degli Albizzi, but
more especially Gino Capponi whose commentaries farnish all
the particulars of this memorable siege.

There were Florentines who would willingly have relin-
quished the enterprise, but strong temptation and the majority
prevailed : it was popular as a commercial, & political, and a
personal object; for Pisa had ever been a secure position for all
the enemies of Florence, it was the great portal of her foreign
trade, and the object of a bitter, long-enduring, and hereditary
batred. The Pisans’ first care was to reconcile internal factions
and concentrate all the various flashes of party spirit into one
bright flame of patriotic indignation against a common foe : the
Raspanti were then in power; many of the Bergolini with their
leaders of the Gambacorti family in exile ; all were recalled, and
ancient quarrels lulled into present repose by the mere threat-
ening of the storm: peace was sworn to by adverse chiefs upon

A.D. 1406.

* 8. Ammirato, Storia, Lib. xvii., p. 915.—Muratori, Anno 1405.
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the sacramental bread, and made more solemn if not more bind-
ing, by a mixture of their blood with the consecrated wine. But
Giovanni Gambacorta returned as full of vengeance as before
and in contempt of every oath, after being elected captain of
the people, put Giovanni Agnello to death, imprisoned Riniere
de’ Sacchi and many others, all chiefs of the rival faction, and
afterwards secretly drowned most of them in the sea *.

The Pisans depended on Gambacorta's influence at Florence
for an honourable peace and he attempted to make one; but
that city would listen to no overtures except as from repentant
rebels: her army was first commanded by Jacopo Salviati &
Florentine citizen who after some useful and active service was
superseded by Bertoldo degli Orsini: but this general showing
more rapacity than soldiership displeased the Florentines and
was ordered to resign his command to Obizzo da Monte
Carelli. Active military operations had continued through-
out the autumn of 1405, and when the camp was pitched
before Pisa almost all its territory had been subdued; Vico
Pisano, a strong fortress ten miles from Pisa on the right
bank of the Arno, had been besieged and subsequently capitu-
lated after a long investment; the baths of Monte Pisano
though firmly fenced were also reduced, and nearly all the
Pisan strongholds captured+. Provisions were intercepted on
their voyage from Bicily; a squadron of Genoese galleys in
Florentine pay blockaded Porto Pisano, and on each bank of
the Arno was erected a redoubt connected together by a tem-
porary bridge at the site of the Florentine encampment. A
sudden flood, with timber launched from the town, broke through
this barrier, and the Pisans in a sally attacked the still un-
finished bastion now severed from the army; but Sforza da

* Gino Capponi, Commentari, p. 258. —Gino Capponi, Commentari, p. 258.
—Poggio Bracciolini, Libro iv., p. 111. —Capitoli di Giov. Ser Picro, cap. ii1°,
—Tronci, Annali, vol. iv.—Sei Capi- who asserts that one of the besieging
toli, di Gio. Ser Piero, cap, ii°. engines called « Briccole™ cast stones
+ Jacopo Salviati Cronaca, p. 244-5. of 1500 lbs. Troy.




cHaP. Xx1X.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 13

Cotignola then one of the Florentine leaders, with that skill
and daring thet made him afterwards so conspicuous, leaped
into a small boat and with only two followers crossed the
swollen stream. Tartaglia another commander, and a rival of
Sforza’s did the same, but as it would seem, more from anxiety
to save some plundered cattle which were in jeopardy, than
from pure glory. Be that as it may both these chiefs were
well known to the enemy whom they attacked almost single-
handed, or only with & foew workmen from the fort, spread a
sudden panic amongst them, put the whole party to flight and
saved the fortress *. The Pisans had no defenders but their
own stout hearts and determined resolution, for the Florentines
intercepted all supplies both of men and victuals by land and
sea, and had encamped against them with fifteen hundred lances
of three men and three horses each besides thirteen hundred
infantry, all mercenaries; independent of native troops and the
besieging army before Vico. A night assault was therefore
commanded with promise of double pay, 100,000 florins, and
the plunder of Pisa if captured.

Thus stimulated a bold escalade took place on the ninth
of June and for some time the contest remained doubtful, but
Pisan courage after some desperate struggles overcame every
effort of the assailants; they were repulsed; one of their
bravest champions fell, and his body was dragged in triumph
through the beleaguered town. After this the growing
rivalry of Sforza and Tartaglia began to trouble the camp
so much that they were placed by order of the Seignory in
distinet and distant commands with their separate force, for in
those days armies were like a piece of patchwork, composed of
many small independent bands, with but little subordination
amongst any who were strong enough to be troublesome unless
awed by high rank or the acknowledged fame of some able

* Tronci, Annali, vol. iv., p. 192.— diSer Piero, cap. iv., where Tartaglia's
G. Capponi, p. 162.—Capitoli di Gio. conduct only is mentioned.
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chieftain ®. Sforza himself acquired his surname by an auda-
cious bearing towards Alberigo da Barbiano even when quite
young and serving in a very subordinate military capacity with
the army of that renowned commandert. Increasing scarcity
produced an order for all useless mouths to quit the besieged
town, but it was met by a counter-order from the camp to hang
every male outcast, and cut away the hinder portions of female
attire so as to expose their nakedness, and then after branding
both cheeks with the impression of the Florentine lily to drive
them back under the walls. This not having been found suf-
ficient their noses were amputated in addition, and some male
prisoners hanged under the ramparts within sight of the whole
population. These were Gino Capponi's acts and were justified
by existing usages; Giovanni Gambacorta’s cruelty went no
further, and seeing defence hopeless he offered to treat for a
surrender. While negotiations were in progress the city
showed sudden signs of rejoicing and soon after the Duke of
Burgundy's arms and banners were everywhere displayed ;
then issued forth the royal herald in all the pomp of his timhe
and office, to give the Ilorentines solemn warning that Pisa
now belonged to his master and advise them to cease from any
further molestation. No troops having been despatched to
enforce this command the herald's hands were tied together
and by the general's order he was tossed into the Armo:
he escaped, and making his way to Florence received no sym-
pathy; but an embassy was forthwith despatched to the duke
and his cousin Charles VI. of France to explain and remon-

¢ G. Capponi, p. 164.

+ In the distribution of some plunder
he quarrclled with his comrades and
the dispute was referred to Alberigo
who gavo it against him. On this he
showed such anger and audacity that
the gencral, who knew something of
his bold overbearing temper, said to
him in ridicule, % Or vorrat tu Sfor-

zare ancor me giovane come fai
gli altri?! Certo ben ti s'avviene I
nome di Sforza.” ¢ What! dost want
to force me too, young man, as thou
dost others? Certes the name of
Sforza well becomes thee.”—This soon
spread through the army and he cver
after bore that name.—(Seip. Amms-
rato, Lib. xvii.,p.921.)
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strate*. This adventure of course broke off all negotiations,
but as famine was still eating on its silent way Gambacorta
secretly renewed the negotiations with Gino Capponi and
finally consented to a capitulation which in saving Pisa from
all the horrors of a storm enriched the former chief, who not
only fattened on his country’s ruin but also sought to prolong
his vengeance by a stipulation that all personal enemies of
the Gambacorti should with all thgir living children, accord-
ing to a list which he presented be declared public rebels,
and so treated. He was moreover to have 50,000 florins,
the government of Bagno, the citizenship of Florence, ex-
emption for himself and family from all tolls and taxes, and
be under the state’s protection, besides several other advan-
tages; and his brother was to be made Bishop of Florence,
or that failing to have a pension instead. These and other
private aggrandisements formed nearly all the articles of capi-
tulation, those regarding the public comprising only a general
amnesty, except for Gambacorta's enemies, and exemption
from blood, plunder, fire, and devastation, both for the city and
contado+.

The whole transaction was a secret, and on Gambacorta's
part infamous: twenty hostages were to be delivered up to
him as a pledge, but fearful of discovery he trusted to Floren-
tine honour, and a military council was immediately assembled
at a place called Casa Bianca on the Arno, first to reconcile
Sforza and Tartaglia which was with difficulty accomplished ;
and then to settle the mode of taking possession of Pisa. In
this the two rival captains differed and each being well sup-
ported there was much confusion until Gino Cappouni impa-
tiently rose and thus shortly but sternly addressed them.
“You have often declared that you would conquer Pisa by

® Jacopo Salviati, Cronaca, p. 249.— 972, and note.—8. Ammirato, Stor.,
Gino Capponi, p. 267, — Capitoli di Lib. xvii., p. 930.—Gio. di Ser. Piero,
Gio. di Ser Piero, cap. iv., p. 264, cap. v., p. 271.

t Roncioni, Stor. Pisa, Lib. xvi., p.
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“ your personal valour and now when it is in our power to
“ open whichever of her gates we please, do you still hesitate,
“ O vile and worthless gentry, for fear of assassination ? Are
“ you terrified at a besieged and starving people? No more
« of this trifling: it is our pleasure that you enter by the
“ Gate of Saint Mark and each of you will give strict com-
« mand and formal warning to your soldiers that no tumult
« will be suffered ; and all of you are now commanded on pain
« of death to conduct yourselves as if marching through the
« gtreets of Florence: you will moreover be held personally
« answerable for the behaviour of your troops and servants,
« therefore issue such orders as will insure prompt obedience
“ to our commands.”

To this Franceschino della Mirandola replied : “ You give
* us rough and rigid orders! but if the Pisans chance to turn
“ on us, how are we then to act ? If this happen will you not
* then suffer us to repel them by every means? By fire and
* by plunder?”

Gino, whose impatience would hardly suffer him to wait
until this officer hed finished, turned sharply towards him and
with an angry countenance replied: * Franceschino, Frances-
¢ chino, we will permit no robbery in any form; and if the
“ people turn on us or other accident occur, why we ourselves
“ will be there as well as thou and will command thee and all
“ the rest as to what may be expedient at the moment ; where-
* fore thou mayest spare thy labour, for what we have com-
* manded shall surely be obeyed.”

After this resolute conduct Gino repaired to Florence and
explained all to the Seignory: he informed them that Pisa
might be had with or without a capitulation for it could not
hold out much longer. If by capitulation, he said, they would
save an unhappy people from the multiplied horrors of a storm ;
they would receive an uninjured town; they would acquire
merit with God and man, and they would perpetuate their
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fame amongst distant nations. A council was immediately
assembled and out of forty-seven secret votes there were forty-
six black beans in favour of capitulation. Discontented at this
slight want of unanimity the question was again called for by
.acclamation and a second ballot gave an unmodified decision
for the more humane course of policy.

Gino Capponi and Bartolommeo Corbinelli were appointed
public syndics to complete the transaction; hostages were to
be sent by the eighth of October to Librafatta under the care
of Sforza, and when everything was prepared Gambacorta
doubtful of the citizens’ indignation if the business transpired
wished possession to be taken at night; but the cautious
Florentines only occupied a gate until dawn of day when the
whole army moved steadily forward with colours flying, and at
sunrise appeared with glittering arms before the portal of Saint
Mark where Giovanni Gambacorta anxiously awaited them.
He held a verrettone or light dart in his hand and in pre-
senting it to Gino Capponi said, “I present you with this
* arrow a8 an emblem of the lordship of Pisa the most beau-
« tiful jewel of which Italy can boast: it now remains for you
“ to command me in what I have further to execute *.”

Gambacorta was immediately given in charge to Bernardo
Cavalcanti one of the ten ministers of war, and the troops
occupied the market-place whence they quietly paraded the
streets in military array, at that time a very common mode
of taking possession, while the whole population gazed in fear
and wonder from their windows, few being aware of what had
occurred, so well concealed was the whole transaction. Nor
did the soldiers marvel less at the pale emaciated faces that,
fearful and doubting, gazed with famished looks upon their
bravery: some more considerate soldiers had brought with
them a few loaves which they threw to little children at the

* Gino Capponi, Commentari, p. 271. Gio. di Ser Piero, cap. v., who calls
—-8. Ammirato, Lib. xvii., p. 930.— Corbinelli * Parigi.”
VOL. III. c
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windows (for some faint gleams of a better nature glance from
the worst of men and in the worst of times, as if still moved
by its heavenly affinities) and no bird of prey, says Gino
Capponi, was ever more rapid in darting on its quarry than
these young creatures on the food thus thrown amongst them.
Brothers and sisters fought for every piece and devoured it
with a ravenousness that excited general astonishment. Gino
ordered abundance of provisions to be supplied and crowds of
every rank rushed madly to the banquet; many killed them-
selves by sudden repletion; the priors, and Gambacorta him-
self had long lived on linseed cakes ; there was no more grain
or flour, only a little sugar and cassia and three famished
cows in the public stores: all else was eaten, even the very
grass of the now desolate streets was dricd and pulverized and
kneaded into something resembling bread.

Gino then took possession of the public palace and com-
menced Florentine rule; but so mild was it and so unusual
in these times during the first moments of conquest when
horrors alone were expected, that people still remained in
doubtful and anxious apprehension until reassured by the fol-
lowing speech addressed in the name of Florence to an as-
sembly of civic authorities and the principal inhabitants of
Pisa.

“ Honourable citizens we know not whether your sins or
* our merits have induced the Almighty to bestow on us the
* lordship of this community which with vast expense and
* solicitude we have acquired; but certes by your own dissen-
* sions is this city reduced to such a condition that until Flo-
* rence herself be diminished and enfeebled we shall ever be
“ ready and able to overcome you; and still we are animated
“ by every desire to preserve the conquest, with death and
* extermination to all who dare oppose us. And when you
* reflect on past events, on the many times that you have
* endangered the liberty of our commonwealth, you must own
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* that Pisa has always been the receptacle of whoever desired
* to enter Tuscany as an enemy. With the English company
“ you stripped and flayed our country; you plotted with the
* Visconti of Milan and afforded them every assistance to
“ injure and subdue us; nay, you even allowed yourselves to
* be sold to Gian-Galeazzo and voluntarily suffered even Ais
** tyranny for the mere pleasure of outraging Florence, and
*¢ thus many more offences of a like nature might be enumerated
* but as they are well known to yourselves I will now pass
¢ them over. Yet bearing such wrongs fresh in our memory
*¢ you will see that Florence could not have done less than she
* has done with a just regard to her own safety: nor can you
** be reasonably displeased with her sway, for our magnificent
« and illustrious seigniors have commanded that we govern
¢ with justice and impartiality until others are sent to relieve
* us, and of this you may already observe the effects; for
¢ having been conquered by a siege during which you were
« reduced to such extremity as to be compelled either to open
*« your gates or die within three days of starvation, all of which
* was well known to us; we yet prefer the milder course and
** by making a present of 50,000 florins to Giovanni Gamba-
* corta for the delivery of your city have happily preserved it
* from storm and plunder. By refusing any capitulation we
+ ghould still have had the town and our troops the booty;
* which as they assert could not in justice be denied them; and
*t you have now seen that they entered more like priests than
« goldiers, so that not the slightest outrage as far as we know,
“ bas occurred to a single creature. Even we ourselves are
« forced to wonder that no scandal, no violence has broken out
« amongst the multitude of soldiers here assembled, but that
* everything has moved as calmly as a review in the streets of
* Florence ; nay they have acted with even more circumspec-
«’tion than they would have used in that capital ; for had as
* many friars thus entered, more disorders would assuredly
cl
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‘ have been committed. But the principal object of my pre-
“ sent mission is to comfort you with an assurance from our
« Seignory that not according to past deeds but as good and
« repentant children you will now be leniently treated. And
“ we are further commanded to say that you and every other
* citizen may be assured that notwithstanding any crimes, or
* excesses, or proclamations against individuals, whatever may
* have been the occasion, committed up to this day; and also
“in despite of any compact made with Giovanni Gambacorta
* about rebels, which he wished to be ratified by public treaty,
* and which compact cannot be justly observed as you will be
“ duly advised of ; if notwithstanding these things any of you
*“ have suffered wrong let him come and complain, for so we
* command ; and you will see by the result that such punish-
“ ment will follow as may be an example to all; neither is
* there an injury so trifling that the gibbets which we have set
‘ up in divers parts of the town, and the fetters, and the public
* executioners that stand ready in the market-place shall not be
“ employed against those who disobey our commands. And we
* have moreover warned the captains and condottieri now pre-
“ sent, that if any of their followers infringe these laws we will
“ make them personally answerable for their people's conduct,
“ and inflict on them the same punishment as if they were
* themselves the actual offenders; therefore be of good cheer
“ and doubt nothing. Open all your shops and stores, attend
“ to your usual affairs, trade and market securely, and have
* confidence in our protection. You will moreover do wisely
“ to send a solemn deputation to the feet of our illustrious
¢ Seignory with full instructions to acknowledge their authority;
« for although they are already benignly disposed, still such a
* proceeding will tend to confirm them ; and you can then also
‘“ suggest the nature of that reform now become expedient
¢ for this city, and from which great benefit will assuredly
*¢ arise.”
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When Gino had finished this firm and benevolent speech
which shows the character of the man and most of his illustrious
family, (2 race of honest fame in Florentine history) and in
which he so keenly exposed the perfidy of Gambacorta; Messer
Bartolo Ciampolino of Piombino replied for his fellow-citizens in
an oration somewhat too abject in many parts even for the fallen
condition of his country ; yet interesting as an exhibition of the
state of misery and oppression from which conquest had just
relieved them. Speaking from a scriptural text, as was still the
custom ; after acknowledging their own faults and lauding Flo-
rentine clemency; he declared, that if they had been previously
culpable their late sufferings must have weaned them from
former errors and taught them to look up to Florence for future
benefits. * She has saved our city,” he continues, ‘from
‘¢ plunder and does not now seem disposed as many believe to
« destroy but increase it as much as lies in her power, and at
*¢ least under ker rule wo shall not be starved or plundered as
* in the days of Gabriello, who from you Messer Bartolommeo
¢ da Scorno as I remember, took 25,000 florins under threats
* of death if not instantly disbursed: nor, as in the time of
* Giovanni Gambacorta befel you Messer Gherardo di Com-
“ pagno, who were reputed to be the most wealthy man not of
* Pisa only but of all Italy ; who without a crime were repeat-
* edly tortured to extract money from your sufferings, which as
* I believe entirely ruined you. I say nothing of the adulteries,
« the massacres, and other enormities that were committed ; I
* gay nothing of the deaths of our fellow-citizens, especially
“ of the Sacchi family in common with many others; I say
* nothing of our starvation, for there is no need to tell in
* words what is written in our faces and in the faces of our
*¢ families ; but merely as an example I will relate what hap-
« pened to Messer Bartolommeo del Scorno there before you
* who is still reputed the richest citizen of Pisa; and what
« he suffered, multitudes have also suffered. Hearing, this
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“ very morning, that every body might have bread, he sent
“ for a portion which he cast down before his family in the
« great hall where more than thirty mouths were famish-
“ing. At sight of this the children joyfully exclaimed, ¢ O
“ father, father, and shall we have dinner too!’ It was
* because they had so little food that this new meal appeared a
* miracle and they still expected a return of their former suf-
« ferings. A few days before, the said Bartolommeo bad pur-
« chased a quarter of a bushel of wheat of eighteen pounds for
* eighteen broad florins * nor could he get a grain more for his
“ money : so that we ought to thank the most high God who
* hes snatched us from such misery and given us just and
* merciful rulers under whose equitable government we may
* now hope for some tranquillity "t.

A parliament was next assembled and twenty ambassadors
immediately despatched to Florence; they were followed by
Gambacorta and two hundred citizens of note &ll of whom were
unexpectedly retained as hostages for two years until a new
citadel was erected. Gino Capponi who had gained golden
opinions through his uncommon vigilance and integrity, directed
as it was by great talents and softened by more humanity than
was then common in the treatment of enemies, became the first
governor of Pisa; and thus was the October of 1408 rendered
famous in Florentine story by the lamentable fall of an ancient
rival and sometime friend, the willing host of every enemy and
a detested yet indispensable neighbour:. Anxiety now ceased
in Florence; an extended domain was added to the republican
territory ; a sea-port secured for trade; stronger protection for

* It by this that the Pisan

FLORENTINE HISTORY. [soox 1.

+ Gino Capponi, Comment., p. 274.

Stato or bushel of wheat weighed
721bs. Troy, when that of Florence
was but 521bs. The Fiorino largo or
broad florin was about } more than the
Florino di Suggello, or sealed florin for
trading. (Vide Fiorino d’Oro Ilius-
trato, cap. xviii., p. 231.)

1 The cost of this enterprise was from
first to last so great that Corio tells us
the Florentines called Pisa, in allusion
to their public stocks—« Il Monte
della Powra.” “The Mount of Ter-
ror.” (Parte ive, p. 295.)
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friends, and a new and distant barrier against enemies. Solemn
religious processions and public rejoicings folJowed this grand
catastrophe ; the sacred picture of Madonna dell’ Impruneta
was carried in pomp to Florence; the nation bowed before it,
and the ninth of October was set apart for ever as a day of
universal festivity to commemorate so important a conquest*.
It was not so in Pisa: there it is true, hunger and physical
sufferings were mitigated or removed; * but & wounded spirit
who can bear?” Many noble families after the loss of freedom
with five hundred years of independence and eccumulated
glory disdained both ease and safety! They saw the mournful
shadows of past ages glide before them and wave a long adieu
to the scenes of departed greatness! Pisa the free and flourish-
ing had been their beloved country; Pisa the slave of Florence
became hateful ; their former tyrants, however odious, were
their own; their present rulers, however merciful, were their
most detested enemies, and worse ; their conquerors! Even
the redeeming attribute of mercy did not long survive to
soften the horrors of subjectiont, and numbers emigrated to
other climes or followed the career of arms, in which they
could still lift the sword and spear against their country's

* Gino Capponi, Commentari, p. 269,
&c., and passim.—Poggio Bracciolini,
8tor. Fior., Lib. iv., p. 108, &c*.—
8. Ammirato, Storia, Lib, xvii.,, p.
925, &c*.—Domen. Buoninsegni, Lib.
iv., p. 797.—Tronci, Annali Pisani,
vol, iv., which finishes his Annals,—
Gio. di Ser Piero, Capitolo vi.

+ By a lotter dated 14th January,
1431, from the Balia of the Ten of War
to Averardo de’ Medici, then Floren-
tine commiseary in Pisa, we learn the
spirit in which this poor city was treated
by Florence.—* Here it is held by all
that the principal and most active sys-
tem that can be recommended for the
security of that city (Pisa), would be
to empty it of citizens and other Pisan

inhabitants ; and we have eo many
times written about this to the Captain
of the People there that we are tired.
His last reply to us was, that the men-
at-arms prevented him, for he was not
in favour with their captain. We will
that thou dost now support him and be-
come acquainted with everything ; and
let your means be by the use of every
harshness (asprezza) and every cruelty,
for we know that every other medicine
will come to little. They (the Floren-
tines) have confidence in and encourage
thee to be very quick in execution;
for anything more grateful to this peo-
ple could not be accomplished.” —
(Pabroni, Magwi Cosms Medicei Vita,
vol. ii°, p. 8, 4° Ed.)
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foes*. Thenceforth the name of Pisa, except for one short,
eventful and glorious moment, appears no more in Tuscan
history except as a subject province. )

During the last century Florence had generally fought for
freedom, independence, and the balance of Italian power; but
since Gian-Galeazzo'’s death for aggrandisement alone : neither
the war of Lucca nor that in which Arezzo fell were begun for
the nobler object, and peace might have well been made at
Visconte's death. Great anxiety was now removed, and the
value of property and public credit were rapidly and wonder-
fully augmented, according to Dati, full one-fourth, by the in-
creased facility of trade and general security : but further than
this it may be doubted whether any real permanent and
political strength were gained by the annexation of a feverish
weak and uncongenial state which, like those birds that die
of vexation when encaged, never could adjust its shoulders
to the yoke and shook it off on the first favourable oppor-
tunity$. When Gherardo d’Appiano refusing all Floren-
tine edvances sold Pisa to the Duke of Milan in 1899 for
800,000 florins, the inhabitants rejoiced in the act through
sheer enmity to Florence which they fully expected would soon
fall under that prince's dominion, and Lucca, Siena, and almost
all her Tuscan neighbours joined in this feeling against her
and of amity with Visconte; some because they liked what
was supposed to be the winning side ; but most from jealousy
and batred of Florentine wealth and ascendancy. How a few
fleeting years had changed everything but enmity! Visconte
was no more ; his dominions were ruined, his people butchered,
his revenues plundered, his sons despoiled, his armies defeated,
his generals faithless, his friends false, and his children’s
inheritance, which cost so much blood and crime, clutched by
a set of powerful and remorseless ruffians! Lucca was a
cypher; Siena humbled; and Pisa, the once mighty Pisa! the

* Sismondi, vol. vi., cap. Ix. 4 Goro Dati, Storia di Firenze, p. 131.
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focus of hate and war! was now the vanquished thrall of that
very people whose ruin she then so intensely coveted! The
wheel of fortune had changed, and its downward turn had
brought adverse points into new and singular opposition.

Florence after this effort would willingly have reposed ; she
required leisure to consolidate her newly-acquired dominion
and lost no time in regulating the civil and military occupation
of the country, but long rest was denied her. Fifteen hun-
dred lances composed the garrison of Pisa; troops were distri-
buted throughout the territory; a board of ten commissioners
was ordered to superintend the rebuilding of the ancient citadel
as well as all other fortifications necessary throughout the
Pisan state. Governors were distributed over the land with
extensive and unusual authority and a Florentince prelate of
the Adimari family became archbishop of the conquered city.
Thus was completed the subjugation of this ancient and once
powerful commonwoalth. By the valour of her arms she had
in early times conquered both Corsica and Sardinia from the
Saracens ; she had been long mistress of Elba and the Tuscan
Sea; had spread her commerce far and wide, and possessed
vast power and influence in the Levant especially at Acre, in
those days a city of great wealth and importance; but, after
repeated victories over Genoa, fortune at length failed and the
fatal battle of Meloria ultimately crushed her as a nation.

Florence was soon engaged in fresh troubles, and during the
siege of Pisa had also the misfortune to lose one of her most
useful and distinguished ministers in the celebrated Coluccio
Salutati; he died on the fourth of May and was interred with
great magnificence at the public charge, but whether crowned
or not with the laurel wreath as intended is now uncertain.
As a powerful organ of the public voice he was invaluable and
his classic pen would have materially assisted all subsequent
negotiations *.

* Boninsegni, Historie Fiorent., Lib. iv., p. 798.
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The schism, which commenced with Pope Urban V1. in 1878,
still divided the church notwithstanding every effort to unite
AD. 1407, antagonist interests : the death of Boniface IX. in 1404
"7 had abruptly broken off negotiations with Benedict
XIII. a cunning and ambitious churchman, who however found
his equals in most of the legitimate pontiffs. Various and succes-
sive attempts had long been making to reconcile the church with
itself both by kings and commonwealths ; and even some cardi-
nals of both courts exerted themselves to heal the wound, but all
in vain because the promises made in conclave were forgotten on
the throne and a popedom once grasped was not so easily relin-
quished. Innocent VII.succeeded Boniface IX. in 1404 and for
a while remained quiet at Rome and willing to continue so,
but showed no signs of exerting himself to heal the schiem
much less of abdicating for a purpose so holy; he had mischiev-
ous relations too, and the Romans became impatient angry and
ready for sedition. They were encouraged by Giovanni Colonna
and King Ladislaus of Naples, a young unscrupulous and
ambitious monarch whose eye was fixed on Rome as a certain
conquest : tumults soon began; treachery, murder, and pro-
miscuous slaughters as usual stained the scene, and Pope
Innocent ultimately fled for safety to Viterbo. Ladislauns made
an attempt on Rome and occupied the castle of Saint Angelo;
Innocent soon after returned, made his peace with the king
and died on the sixth of November 1406. Gregory XII. suc-
ceeded, with long promises and short performance as regarded
the schism, yet so animated & correspondence was maintained
between the rival priests that for some time the world began to
hope, and was deceived *.

Savona was named as a meeting-place but this was subee-
quently changed ; Gregory proceeded to Siena, and
even to Lucca in 1408; Benedict to Savona, Spezia
and Protovenere; both then halted: one would not stir from

® Muratori, Annali, Anni 1405, 1406, 1407.

A.D. 1408
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dry land, the other would not quit the water, and neither
weresincere. Pietra Santa, Carrara, Lavenza, Motrone, Leg-
horn and Pisa were successively proposed for a conference ;
but the object of both pontiffs was deceit, not reconciliation ;
for this both must have abdicated, and neither was disposed
to such humility. Benedict was the more active: with the
help of Boucicanlt he despatched eleven gulleys to surprise
Rome but Ladislaus had already occupied that city on the
sixteenth of April 1408 *. It was a decisive stroke and dealt,
as is supposed, with Gregory's concurremce on purpose to
disturb the negotiations : besides which he wanted to make a
promotion of cardinals, against his promise, and this alarmed
the college as it proved his insincerity about resigning the
tiara, if required for the church’s welfare. The measure was
strongly opposed ; seven cardinals disgusted with his conduct
withdrew from court and retired to Pisa; they were coun-
tenanced by Florence and finally appealed to a future pope and
a general council. This rendered Gregory uneasy at Lucca ;
he wrote to Ladislaus for an escort of Neapolitan troops and the
latter glad to prevent the council by gaining a military footing
in Tuscany demanded safe conduct from Florence for seven
hundred lances and provision for himself and soldiers. The
Seignory was alarmed ; ambassadors were sent to Rome, and the
request was finally refused : Ladislaus gave them their choice,
either to comply, or manage so that the pope should withdraw
his requisition which he as a feudatory of the church was
bound to obey; or else expect two thousand hostile lances
and fifteen hundred infantry before the gates of Florence.
He then departed for Naples while the Florentines made
an arrangement with Gregory which relieved them from
this dilemma: and the Pope quitted Lucca under their
escort on the fourteenth of July; on the seventeenth he

* Buoninsegni, Storia, Lib. iv.,, p. xxiv., cap. vi,, p. 322.—8cip. Ammi- .
807.—Qisnnone, Storia Civile, Lib. rato, Lib, xvii., p. 941,
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reached Siena where thinking himself safe from the rebellious
cardinals the Florentine guard was dismissed and the court
established *.

Florence meanwhile allowed a conference to be held at Pisa
where several cardinals of both parties had already assembled,
and urged Gregory to fulfil the oath he had so solemnly taken
to reunite the church, by now attending the council at Pisa.
But the pontiff was inflexible and his antagonist equally angry,
for both now saw themselves forsaken by many cardinals who
wished to close the schism, wherefore both immediately filled
up the vacancies thus occasioned.

The Pisan council on the contrary wrote to every Christian
court complaining that the pontiffs wished to continue the
schism and simultaneously urged both the latter to resign as
they had promised previous to their assumption t.

The two popes on the other hand warned all Christian
potentates against attending to the cardinals at Pisa, and Gre-
gory tired of these repeated exhortations removed to Rimini,
for Bologna had been wrested from him by Cardinal Cossa
who also offered aid to Florence against Ladislauns, to whom
the former had already sold the Romans 3.

In this state of affairs each pontiff strove to justify his own
conduct and blame his rival: Gregory summoned a general
council at Aquileja or at Rimini{ Benedict another near
Perpignan, and the discontented cardinals a third at Pisa.
To the latter King Ladislaus was by a joint embassy from
Florence and the cardinals urged to send the Neapolitan
prelates, but having already purchased Rome, Bologna, Faenza,
Forli, and Perugia as far as Pope Gregory’s power over them

* Muratori, Annali 1408.—S. Ammi- + Giannone, Storia Civile di Napoli,

rato, Lib, xvii,, p. 943.—Guseppe M. Lib. xxiv., cap. vi., p. 330.

Mecatti, Storis Cronologica di Firenze, I Muratori, An. 1408.—Poggio, Lib.

;(;lé i, p. 350.—Poggio, Lib. iv., p. iv., p. 120,—Ammirato, Lib, xvii., p.
. 944.
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extended, his policy was to maintain that pontiff's authority at
all hazards, not only on this account but because he had a
formidable rival for the throne of Naples itself in young Louis
of Anjou whose father was the rightful heir of that monarchy
by Queen Giovanna's testament *.

The Florentines in concert with Boucicault governor of
Genoa had determined to withdraw their obedience
from Pope Gregory XII. if he did mot fulfil his
inaugural engagement by trying everything, even to abdication
for the purpose of uniting the church: but as this was a
serious enterprise the Seignory assembled a parliament and
receiving plenary power from the people to act according to
their discretion, proceeded with great solemnity. A meeting
was summoned of all the doctors in civil and canon law; all
the theologists, abbots, priors, and every other learned civilian
of Florence to the number of one hundred and twenty, for the
due consideration of this question; and after three days' dis-
cussion Gregory was pronounced heretical and schismatic; and
as an enemy and corruptor of the Christian faith well worthy
of being deposed.

Thus sanctioned the Seignory sent one more invitation to
implore his presence at the council of Pisa and on his refusal
formally withdrew their obedience and allowed the cardinals
to open that assembly on the 25th of February 1409+. Thus
also ended their friendship with Ladislaus, but this had long
been waning, for his ambition was too dangerous, his objects
the conquest of Italy and the acquisition of the empire; he had
already taken “ Aut Casar aut nihil " as his motto, with the
lofty-sounding title of King of Rome which neither Goth,
Lombard, nor Frank from fear or reverence of the Eastern
emperors had ever ventured to assume. His game was to
keep the church weak by discord and division while he made

* Giannone, Lib. xxiv., cap. vi—S. + 8. Ammirato, Storia, Lib. xvii., p.
Ammirato, Lib. xvii., p. 946. 945.

A.D. 1409.
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Gregory a convenient instrument of ambition. Ambassadors
were sent to him by the Florentines to ascertain his wishes
which were briefly given; that they should join him, drive
the cardinals from their territory and break up the council:
all these, being against their own interest and for the mani-
fest aggrandisement of Ladislaus, were promptly refused and
they were made more confident from an expectation that any
new pope would instantly attempt to recover the church pro-
perty which Gregory had so unlawfully sold, and thus augment
their power of resistance *.

Ladislaus became enraged at this short and resolute answer
but was firmly withstood by Bartolommeo Valori who told him
that up to that time the Florentines had defended their liberty
against many emperors and tyrants who had done their utmost
to reduce them to slavery ; nor had they alone defended but
increased their dominion and power, wherefore they would in
the present instance follow that course which was deemed most
useful and would defend themselves with at least as much
vigour as they were attacked; perhaps a little more. On this
Ladislaus became more violent, and demanded, “ With what
troops they could oppose him seeing that he had already en-
gaged most of the Italian generals?” * With yours " rejoined
Valori boldly; and by these words left a strong impression
of fear on the king's mind lest he should be deserted by his
captains, which in fact was subsequently realised +. ’

This resolute aspect however indicated no diminished alarm
in Florence, which had but three hundred and ninety-six lances
in pay, half of whom were despatched to Siena and a close
alliance concluded with Cardinal Cossa legate of Bologna :
two ambassadors were sent to confirm Siena in her faith, and
with two more from that state repaired to the royal camp

* Muratori Annali, Anno 1409.— gio Bracciolini, Lib. iv., p. 121.—Sjs-
Pietro Giannone, Istoria Civile di Na- mondi, vol. vi., cap.
poli, Lib. xxiv., cap. vi., p. 332.—Pog- + Poggio Bracciolini, Lib. iv., p. 120.
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near the river Paglia northward of Aquapendente. This of
course was a vain effort to turn aside the storm nor did the
king's embassies to Siena and Florence produce more peaceful
consequences : the former was ravaged up to its very gates, but
held firm and thus saved Florence; several towns were then
unsuccessfully attacked and a sudden attempt was finally made
on Arezzo; yet all remained faithful although the king’s army
amounted to between fourteen and eighteen thousand men
besides a strong squadron which alarmed the coast, and every
preparation was made for vigorous war. Malatesta of Pesaro
the Florentine general had arrived near Arezzo with a large
body of troops, and Ladislaus it does not appear why, moved
on towards Cortona ravaging the country without any serious
attempt, 8o that he was called in derision * Re Guastagrano”
or * King Spoil the Corn;” but he finally got possession of
Cortona by treachery on the thirtieth of June*. while
the Pisan council consisting of twenty-four inals, three
patriarchs, a hundred and eighty bishops and archbishops,
more than three hundred abbots, two hundred and eighty-two
masters in theology, with a multitude of ambassadors from
various Christian states, condemned Gregory XII. and Bene-
dict XIII. to the flames as schismatics and heretics, and on
the twenty-sixth of June proclaimed Piero di Candia as the
only true Vicar of Christ and Pontiff of God's Church under
the name of Alexander the Fifth. This gave great alarm to
Ladislaus who feared what afterwards occurred, a union of
the new pope and the Florentines ; nor was his alarm diminished
by the intelligence of a fresh league between them, the legate
of Bologna, Siena, and his rival the young duke of Anjou,
whose ambassadors were then at Pisa, by which a large force was
to be moved both by land and sea against him, The two other
popes also held their councils and were each acknowledged by
many states of Christendom so that three adverse pontiffs all

® Jacopo Salviati, Cronacs, pp. 318, 814, 315, &
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Viears of Christ and all infallible, yet each denouncing the
others as schismatic and heretical, shocked while they ruled
the Christian world.

The Florentines having again failed in an attempted recon-
ciliation with Ladislaus through the mediation of Venice,
hurried on the Duke of Anjou's preparations and soon saw
that prince arrive with five galleys and five or six hundred
lances at Pisa, where he was immediately acknowledged by
the pope as King of Sicily and Jerusalem, and created Gonfa-
lonier of the Church: the league with Cardinal Cossa was at
the same time confirmed by Alexander; and a confederate
army, the bulk of which was Florentine, of about thirteen
thousand men of all arms commanded by Malatesta di Pesaro,
Sforza, and Braccio da Montone, prepared to march against
‘Rome in different directions. Ladislaus after distributing
his troaps throughout Tuscany, La Marca, and other places in
the ecclesiastical states, had returned home to make fresh pre-
parations against this formidable array, nor was he, though
scoffed for his Tuscan exploits, at all to be despised; he had
the reputation of an able and experienced captain; brave,
fierce, and resolute; patient and vigilant; despising fatigue
and danger, and deeply imbued with the love of military glory.
He bad subdued his own rebellious barons and enlarged his
state, gnd checked at no means for this; whether by the
sale of royal lands or offices, or titles of nobility; not excepting
that of knighthood which he contemned; or of forced com-
tributions; and even on the slightest suspicion, the seizure
of his subjects’ property : aud thus he accumulated money for
his enterprises : besides this he was faithless, irreligious, libidi-
nous, and barbarously cruel ; yet could repress every passion at
the voice of policy. Tired of his wife the beautiful and virtuous

“ Muratori, Anno 1409.—Giannone, t Jacopo Salviati, Cronaca, pp. 315,
Lib. xxiv,, cap. vi—8. Ammirato, 321.
Storia Fior., Lib. xvii., p. 949.
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Constanee of Chiaramonte he secretly procured a divorce from
Gregory XI1. and had the cruelty to cause the first intimation
of it to reach her from the pulpit in face of an astonished and
indignant congregation. He then approached the unhappy
queen, publicly took the marriage ring from her finger, confined
her in a convent, and subsequently gave her in marriage to
Andrea di Capua son of the Count of Altaville. She had borne
her misfortunes with exemplary dignity and virtue but never
would acknowledge the divorce, and when on horseback and
about to depart for Capua after the marriage ceremony, she
turned to Andrea and in presence of an immense multitade of
nobles and people assembled to do her honour, said aloud,
 Andrea di Capua, thou mayest hold thyself the most fortunate
«« gentleman of this kingdom since thou hast for thy concubine
“* the legitimate wifs of King Ladislaus thy lord.”

Such was the enemy that Florentines had now to combat.
Their army soon assembled near Monte Pulciano to the num-
ber of about nine thousand horse, and on the eighteenth of
September were before Orvieto, Jacopo Salviate and Veri Gua-
dagni being the commissaries; for although the army was
nominally confederate the greater part was paid by Florence at
the rate of about 20,000 florins a month *. The Conte di Troia
who commanded for Ladislaus seeing this formidable movement
assembled all his forces and marched to the defence of Rome
while the allies were detained before Orvieto negotiating for
provisions, to procure which they were forced to engage Paulo
Orsini who commanded in Rome for Ladislaus, with six hun-
dred lances besides infantry, at fourteen florins and a third for
each lance monthly, and paying for sixty more than he was
obliged to supply, his own salary being 600 florins a month.
After this Orvieto submitted to the church; Monte Fiascone

* 8, Ammirato, Storia, Lib, xviii., p. Salviati, p. 324.—S. Ammirato, Lib.
951, &c.—Pictro Giannone, Lib. xxiv., xviii.,, p. 953.
cap. v. and viii., pp. 817-352.—Jacopo

VOL. MI. D



34 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [soox 1.

followed and Viterbo opened its gates ; at Rome Orsini joined
the allies and with Braccio da Montone entered that city by
Borgo San Piero followed by all the army, but could not suc-
ceed in forcing the bridge of Saint Angelo which was strongly
fortified and gallantly defended. Ladislaus had more than
four thousand horse in Rome and the people headed by Colonma
were against the allies from hatred to Paulo Orsini, so that
Malatesta after some delay and a slight but unsuccessful change
in his operations put the troops into winter quarters, and Louis
returning to France the campaign finished, but after an expense
to the republic of 400,000 florins in seven months besides the
capture of 200,000 florins’ worth of Florentine merchandise
by the enemy’s cruisers *. Malatesta however who remained
in the Campagna with the Florentines was far from idle either
as a general or negotiator and succeeded in bribing a Roman
citizen of some distinction, called Lello Nencio, to commence
a tumult at a time agreed upon when he would be supported by
Paulo Orsini, who still held the Borgo and castle of Saint
Angelo, on oneside; and by the Florentine army on the other:
Giano Colonna and the Conte di Troia became suspicious of
the plot and Malatesta withdrew to lull them: the former
attacked Orsini with all their force and were repulsed; on which
Nello offered in the name of the people to deliver Rome into
the hands of the latter and so alarmed the Neapolitan that
both he and Colonna evacuated the city. The people then
unanimously declared for Pope Alexander, tore down the arms
of Gregory and Ladislaus, and returned to their allegiance on
the last day of December 1409. Malatesta appeared on the
first of January and after some parley was allowed to
enter with his whole army, and the Florentine lily for
the first time was seen triumphantly floating on the Forum of
ancient Rome 4.

A.D. 1410,

* Jacopo Salviati, Cronaca, pp. 317, 818, &:.—S8. Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 954.
+ Ammirato, Storia, Lib. xviii., p. 955.
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This caused as great rejoicing at Florence as grief to
Ladislaus, for it was followed by the rapid submission of
Ostia, Tivoli, and the neighbouring towns as well as of all the
Roman barons except Colonna and his family. The king sent
ambassadors to negotiate a peace but the Florentine conditions
were too hard: Alexander V. was now at Pistoia beset by the
Florentines on one side to move at once towards Rome, and
by Cossa on the other to repair to Bologna and first tranquillise
Romagna: the latter succeeded ; Alexander went to Bologna,
received a deputation from Rome, was taken ill, and died on
the third of May with strong suspicions of having been poi-
soned by Cardinal Cossa who succeeded him under the name
of Giovanni XXIII. *.

This pope being a bitter enemy of Ladislaus joined heartily
in the war, and Louis of Anjou arriving soon after with a strong
squadron of galleys which acted against the now combined
forces of Genoa and Naples, the war was renewed rather omi-
nously by a defeat of the Provencal squadront. In a short
time money began to fail, Louis was forced to borrow from the
pope and Florence ; Sforza became suspected, and the other
captaing inactive for want of pay; so that Salviati and Buon-
accorso Pitti were sent to arrange matters and finally succeeded
in enabling the Duke of Anjou to leave Siena and proceed to
Rome where he began his preparations for an invasion of
Naples.

In the meantime Ladislaus became more alarmed and Flo-
rence less able to support the war; overtures of peace were
made by the former and accepted : the treaty was completed on
the seventh of January 1411, by which Ladislaus re-
nounced all interference with Rome or the states
north of it except Perugia which he still held; Cortona, Pierli,
and Mercatale were to be sold to Florence for 60,000 florins,

AD. 141,

® Muratori, Anno 1410. Platina calls xviii., p. 956.
him John XXIL—S. Ammirato, Lib. + Jacopo Salviati, Cronaca, p. 339.
D2
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and her ceptured merchandise restored. These were the
principal conditions but they were still to remain inoperative
until the term of the Florentine league with Louis of Anjou
had expired. The latter finding himself without money or
support had retired to Prato and though used as a tool by the
Florentines acquiesced with a good grace and made his mind
up to the consequence, after which he joined the pontiff at
Bologna *.

Drained and weakened by their long struggles, for Florence
had with but little intermission been almost one-and-twenty
years at war, the Florentines determined to fetter their own
future movements as closely as human intercourse would per-
mit, and cause war to be at least slowly and cautiously under-
taken though it were ultimately inevitable. They had attempted
this before but present passions overcome past resolutions and
cases are ever occurring that apparently but delusively justify
a departure as well from the wisest and strictest laws as from
the most virtuous intentions. Under the existing pressure a
decree passed all the councils that prohibited any hostilities
beyond the state, as well as any league or confederacy where
the public had no jurisdiction : also the receiving of any state
or chieftain under their protection by what was called * Racco-
mendazione,” which was in fact purchased by a species of
vassalage for stipulated periods; also the acquisition of any
town or fortress by the community and the increase of the
standing army of mercenaries to more than five hundred lances
and fifteen hundred infantry between crossbow-men and Pavesi
or heavy-armed foot. These and many other provisions already
made and as often broken were again confirmed and no
measure contrary to them could now be passed unless it were
first proposed and carried in & new council of two hundred citi-
zens and thence ramed the * Council of Two Hundred.” To
form this council a purse was made up for each quarter of the

* Poggio, Lib. iv., p. 127.—S. Ammirato, Lib, xviii,, p. 961.
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city, in which was contained the names of all who had passed
the scrutiny or who had been drawn for the principal state dig-
nities, provided they were thirty years of age and that there
were not already three members elected of the same fawnily *.
The manner of selection was probably that established for
the priors and Buonomini after the plague of 1848. Fifty
waxen balls were placed in the purse each containing a slip of
parchment with the names of eight priors, six taken amongst
the unoccupied citizens and seven superior arts ; and two from
the fourteen inferior trades: besides this there was another
purse of “Spicciolati * or the loose names of those who had not
sufficient votes for election to the above offices; and out of this
were supplied the names of any candidates that might be re-
quired to replace those that happened to have the Divieto.
The gonfaloniers of justice had a separate purse for each quar-
tert. In this council which was renewed half-yearly, only
those measures could be proposed that had already been dis-
cussed and passed by two-thirds of the Seignory: after having
passed these two councils they were to go to the council of a
hundred and thirty-one, which was composed of the Seignory
and colleges ; the captains of the Party Guelph; the ten of
liberty; the six councillors of commerce ; the twenty-one con-
suls of the arts, and forty-eight other citizens. The next stage
was the council of the people, and finally that of the community
before any measure relating to war became valid for execution }.
This law was deemed wise; it received much praise and
lasted a while, until again undermined and corrupted by the arts,
knavery, and ambition of aspiring citizens. The rule of the Al-
bizzi faction though able and partially disguised, was absolute
to a degree quite inconsistent with liberty ; and whatever were
the faults of Cosimo de’ Medici, in despotic acts there was little

* 8. Ammirato, Storis, Lib, xviii,, p. Domenico Boninsegni, dall' Anno 1410
961. al 1460, Lib. i°, p. 2.—8. Ammirato,
4 Cronaca di Donato Velluti, p, 85. Storia, Lib. xviii., p. 961.

1 Memorie della Citta di Firenze da
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to choose between them. In the gonfaloniership of Vannozzo
Serragli who entered on his office in November 1411, he and
his colleagues wishing to carry a tax which both the council of
the people and that of the community had rejected, imprisoned
the members of both until through mere exhaustion they were
forced to pass the bill. This tax was afterwards called the
* Dispiacents” or the Displeasing, and Serragli’s conduct as
Ammirato remarks was much blamed by;—* those who had no
part in the government.” At this time also either for a real
or supposed conspiracy the whole race of the Alberti were
vanished and one of them decapitated as has been already
mentioned.  Another conspiracy was also detected which cost
a few heads and the captivity of a priest with whose blood the
government was unwilling to stain its hands: a third
soon followed and more heads fell ; for Florence when
at peace without was never long quiet within; but a dispute
with Genoa once more occupied the public attention *. The
discord of that turbulent commonwealth had driven it under
French protection and Boucicault in the name of France ruled
there for several years with a rod of iron: treating Genoa
almost as a conquered province until her citizens became im-
patient of the yoke. In 1409, this chief interfered with
Milanese politics and moved at the head of some soldiers
nominally to succour Gian-Maria Visconte, but really to usurp
the dukedom ; while thus employed Facino Cane and Theodore
Marquis of Monferrato appeared before the gates of Genoa
from different directions, and both being at war with Boucicault
soon produced a revolt: the Lieutenant-Governor and French
garrison were massacred and the Marquis of Monferrato made
captain of the Genoese republic with ducal power, on the sixth
of September 1409 .

This led to a close alliance with Ladislaus and consequent

* Memorie della Citta di Firenze, dal + Muratori, Anno 1409.—8ismondi,
1410 al 1460, Da Boninsegni, Lib. i°, vol. vi,, p. 130.
p- 4.

A.D. 1413,
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hostility to Florence and the Duke of Anjou, nor did peace
with the first reéstablish tranquillity : much Florentine mer-
chandise had been captured ; the Genoese were jealous of the
incipient maritime power of Florence; Porto Venere, Lerici,
Porto Fino, and Sarezzanello had either revolted or been pur-
chased and in 1411 placed themselves under Florentine pro-
tection; so that constant but petty warfare continued until
April 1418, when by the pope’s mediation tranquillity was
restored ¥. While these disputes were warm from commercial
jealousy the unfortunate nation whose spoils had occasioned
them was fast melting away ; Pisa was already so de-
populated that in the beginning of 1418 an act ap-
peared for encouraging strangers to settle there by several
exemptions and privileges, and other encouragements of a
similar nature were offered to attract agricultural labourers
back to the Florentine territory which still wnthed under the
effects of war{.

Urged both by Anjou and the Romans, Pope John XXIII.
and that prince repaired unwillingly to Rome in March 1411.
Louis had assembled a strong army of ill-paid and therefore
discontented veterans, but able for any enterprise ; and no time
was lost in leading them against Ladislaus whom he attacked
and defeated with great slaughter at Ponte Corvo. Had this
blow been ably followed up both king and kingdom would have
fallen ; but the interest of Italian condottieri was mot peace,
and if at any time they haply found themselves surprised into
a victory it was seldom made more use of than to ransom pri-
soners or let them go without, according to former intimacy or
rivalry ; for to-day they might be fighting side by side, to-
morrow in adverse ranks, and again be friends and comrades
without any consequent dishonour ; as they engaged for short
periods and had no party. Delays and excuses were now made

A.D. 1418.

* D. Boninsegni, Mem. della CittA + S. Ammirato, Stor.,, Lib. xviii.,, p,
di Firenze, Lib. i°, p. 6. 965.—Mecatti, vol. i., p. 356.
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by Anjou's captains until Ledislaus baving ransomed most of
his troops appeared again in erms and saved his kingdom.
“The first day,” said he, *both life and kingdom were in
“ jeopardy; the second, only my kingdom, and the third
“ neither.” Anjou thus baffled retired in disgust to Rome
whence in August 1411 he proceeded to Pisa and thence to
France, where he died in 1417 without again seeing Italy.
Meanwhile Bologna took advantage of the pope's absence to
recover its liberty, which by the mediation of Florence, without
entirely renouncing every allegiance to the church it for a while
preserved *.

Difficulties now accumulated on the pontiff, who found him-
self alone with a fierce enemy in front, rebellion in his rear,
and all the apprehensions of a general council, which was a con-
dition of his election, hanging over his head. Thus circam-
stanced and eager for revenge on Paulo Orsini whom he
considered as the real cause of his ill success against Ladislaus,
he bought a peace and the expulsion of Pope Gregory with the
adhesion of the Neapolitan clergy for 100,000 florins, and dis-
missing Orsini to his estates in La Marca secretly gave notice
to Ladislaus that this man's removal would not be displeasing.
The treaty was signed in June 1412, but did not last; for Ladis-
laus fearing the pope's intrigues to bring the emperor to Rome
for the purpose of crushing him, lost no time in sending Sforza
ageinst Orsini, while he prepared to follow with an army ap-
parently to support the former, but turning suddenly on Rome
while his flotilla occupied the Tiber invested that city in May
1418. After a feeble resistance the town surrendered and

- Pope Giovanni retired in alarm towards Florence t.
® 8. Ammirato, 8tor., Lib. xviii., p. attack of Ladislaus but I have followed
962.—Giannone, Lib. xxiv., cap. vii. all the other authors cotemporary and
—S8ismondi, cap. Ixi, vol. vi., p. 132. subsequent. Amongst them Buom.
—8alviati, p. 357.—8. Ammirato, Pitti, Cronaca, p. 96.—Muratori, Anno
Lib. xviii., p. 963. 1412.—S8ismondi, vol. vi., p. 136.—

4 Giannone (Lib. xxiv., cap. viii.) says Poggio, Lib. iv., p. 129. Ammi-
that the pope left Rome before the rato, Storia, Lib. xviii., p. 967.
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Ladislaus had made peace but not friends with the Floren-
tines ; his object was to frighten them into a league with him,
wherefore one of his first acts was to seize all Florentine
property in Rome and promise the future plunder of their city
itself to his soldiers. The Seignory on hearing this immediately
formed & new war council of Ten in which we see the names of
Giovanni de’ Medici and Nicolé d’Uzzano, and reéngaged
Malatesta of Pesaro, who had already proved himself so able a
captain, for their general. Many feudal barons alarmed at the
progress of Ladislans claimed protection from Florence which
though prepared for war endeavoured by a special embassy, by
refusing the pope an asylam within her walls, and in every
other manner to preventit : the pontiff was lodged in one of the
episcopal villas, did not even enter the city for several months,
and departed in November for Bologna which another revolution
had again brought under his jurisdiction in September 1412 *.

While these negotiations were in progress Ladislaus mastered
all the ecclesiastical' cities and stretched his conquests along
the confines of Florence and Siena without however violating
their territory; he nearly succeeded in securing the services
of Nicolas d'Este and made him his gonfalonier beyond the
Apennines but was baffled by Florence and the Emperor Sigis-
mond, whose joint remonstrance induced Nicolas to return the
royal gonfalon and join the church. Early in 1414 Ladislaus
assembled a large army by every sort of injustice and
persecution ; by sales of titles, offices, confiscation, and
all the various expedients of oppressive governments, and then
marched with a threatening countenance towards Florence.
The Seignory nevertheless persisted in their negotiations and
finally succeeded in concluding a peace at his camp near Assisi
on the twenty-second of June 1414, much to the popular
discontent, for suspicion and fear had full possession of the

* 8 Ammirato, Storis, Lib. xviii., p. Muratori, Anno 1412 and 1418.—B.
968.—8ismondi, vol. vi., p. 188.— Pitti, Cronacs, p. 97.
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public mind and although Ladislaus was not without his friends
the pope had a strong and influential party in the common-
wealth. An earthquake of some strength about this period
shook the city and with it the superstitious minds of the people,
who were foreboding nothing but misfortunes when intelligence
arrived that Ladislaus had been taken ill at Perugia and was
carried back to Rome; thence he proceeded by sea to Naples
and died in great agony on the sixth of August 1414*, ’

Giannone gives a different account of this transaction and
asserts that Ladislaus being determined on the subjugation of
Florence pretended, in order to deceive that people, to turn
his arms in other directions and remained himself at Perugia
to conceal his intentions for a while and thus terrify the Tus-
can, Romagnian, and Lombard towns so thoroughly as to levy
contributions from all. Ambassadors soon arrived from Flo-
rence, Siena, Bologna, and other places, and all were received
graciously, but the King's speech was ambiguous and a design
of passing into Lombardy was occasionally manifested. From
the other cities he finally accepted presents but continued
treating with Florence, and so impressed her ambassadors
with the notion of his hostile determination that it was said
they bribed a Perugian physician whose daughter was his
mistress to poison him through her means. The girl herself
was deceived by the supposition that she was communicating
a philter that would retain the King's affections and scon
expired of the same poison that destroyed her lovert. The
atrocity of a father in thus sacrificing his own daughter makes
us dismiss this story in disgust, but whether the Florentines
secretly caused Ladislaus to be poisoned remains in the same
state of uncertainty as their other alleged crimes of a similar
nature against the emperor Henry VII. and Gian-Galeazzo

L Muntore, Anno 1414.— Poggio, } G\nnnone, 8tor. Civile di Napoli,
Lib. iv., p. 130.—8. Ammirato, Lib, Lib. xxiv., cap. viii. —Angelo di Cos-
xviii,, p. 971.—8ismondi, vol. vi, p. tanzo, Istom di Napoli, vol. ii, Lib,
139. xii,, p. 221,
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Visconte. We know that men even in the present day will
agree to perpetrate crimes in a body and at a distance, for
public purposes, that none of them would individually commit,
and how much more likely then when the commonwealth'’s
existence was at stake and assassination or the poisoned chalice
not in the worst repute. Be this as it may, these murders
have never been proved and the fears of Florence were now
ended ; but thus, says Macchiavelli, and the remark is curious,
was death ever more favourable to her than any other of her
friends, and more powerfully conducive to her safety than any
virtue of her own *.

During this unhappy period Lombardy was a prey to every
species of villany and Germany rivalled even Italy in troubles:
‘Winceslaus driven from the imperial throne still reigned in
Bohemia : Robert his successor tried hard to reconcile con-
tending factions and almost fell a victim to the turbulence of
his vassal princes. Death relieved him from further vexation
in 1409, and his successor Sigismund warred against Venice
on account of Zara which that republic had bought from
Ladislaus ; but after vainly attempting to force a passage into
Italy made peace in April 1413. He then passed quietly into
Lombardy during that time full of every horror; the condot-
tieri unsatiated with their numerous and bloody usurpations
contended in arms against each other for the scraps and crumbs
that were still left to the Milanese princes; town after town
was given up to plunder and suffered the most horrible tor-
ments from a savage and rapacious soldiery; history, says
Sismondi, presents no period more calamitous than that which
followed the death of Gian-Galeazzo: all that has been told
of the most barbarous nations is entirely surpassed in cruelty
by the soldiers of this period: not a spark of enthusiasm, not
a generous sentiment ever found access to their mind: they
felt no warlike po.ssmn but the desire of wealth and the licence

* Macchiavelli, Stor. Fiorentine, Lib. iii.
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of blood. No patriotism, no party spirit, no religious zeal
bad put arms in their hands, and no respect divine or human
could ever make them lay their weapons down: the people
exposed to their rapacity suffered so much the more becaunse
they were more civilised ; strangers to danger, to privation,
and to suffering, people who lived in ease and tranquillity,
who were acquainted with the arts and the charms of social
life, passed in & moment without provocation, without motive,
from opulence to the deepest poverty, from a life of luxury
to a prison or the headsman’s axe.

Gian-Maria Visconte Duke of Milan cared only for that
power that indulged his taste for blood : full of the most infer-
nal propensities he became himself the public executioner and
in fiendish revelry hunted with hounds and tore to pieces the
criminals within his reach. His huntsman and chief favourite
* Squarcia Giramo” by name, trained the dogs and fed them
on human flesh expressly for this purpose, and when convicts
became scarce the Duke to supply more game declared that he
would revenge his mother’s death to which he himself had
most contributed ; and exposed many suspected nobles to the
fangs of his blood-hounds. Amongst these victims was Giovanni
di Posterla whose son & boy of only twelve years old threw
himself on his knees in agony, imploring mercy of this human
monster ; even the very dogs themselves were sensible to pity
and after first smelling at him could not be brought to harm the
innocent child: not so their masters: Squarcia by the Duke’s
order cut his throat and exposed his entrails, but these gene-
rous animals even then would neither lap his blood nor devour
his reeking flesh! Such are lordly reason and brutish instinot!
The names of these two noble creatures, the fiercest of the
pack, were ““ Il Guerzo” and * La Sibillina ;" and why should
they not be recorded? It is not the first moral lesson that
man has received from dogs ! *

* D. Bonipsegni, Memorie della Citta Corio, Historie Milanese, Parte ivo, p,
di Firenze, Lib. i° p. 6.—Bernardino 303.—Sismondi, vol. vi., p. 146, &c.
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Facino Cani of Alexandria after seizing on the dominions of
Filippo Maria Visconte forced himself with mailed hand into
the Duke's councils and usurped the sovereignty, reducing both
brothers to such poverty as even to be distressed for food and
clothing. He was struck by a mortal sickness in 1412, and
the Milanese dreading a renewal of Visconte’s tyranny murdered
the latter a few hours before Facino died. Filippo showed un-
expected energy, and although only twenty years of age secured
the mercenaries by taking them into his pay and marrying
their general’s widow a woman of forty; he then revenged his
brother’s death and firmly seated himself on the throne of
Milan. Sigismund meanwhile took up his residence at Lodi,
where he was entirely occupied in settling ecclesiastical affairs,
and in concert with Pope John's ambassadors, though against
the pontiff's wish, convoked & general council to meet at Con-
stance on the first of November 1414. It was opened on the
fifth of that month by Giovanni XXIII. in person.

Corexrorany Mowarcus—England : Henry IV. to 1413 ; Henry V. to
1422.—8cotland : Robert IIL. to 1405; James I 1406, (prisoner in Eng-
land.)—France : Charles VL (the mauiac and the beloved.)—8pain, Castile
and Leon: Henry IIL to 1406 ; John IL.—Aragon: Martin V. to 1410;
then Ferdinand of Castile (elected 1412 by nine arbitrators.)—Portugul :
Jobn I—German Emperors: Robert (Count Palatine) to 1410 ; then Sigis-
mund of Luxemburg.—Naples: Ladislaus to 1414; then Joanna II (his
sister.)—S8icily : Martin of Aragon, husband of Maris, to 1409 ; when Sicily
becomes a province of Aragon.—Greek Emperors : Manuel II.—Turkish Em-
pire : Bajazet (Ilderim) to 1403 ; then made prisoner by Timur; ten years'
anarchy ; then Mohammed 1. 1413.—Popes: Boniface IX. to 1404 ; Innocent
VIL to 1406; Gregory XIL to 1409; Alexander V. to 1410 ; John XXIII.
to 1415; deposed by the Council of C The Council of Constance,
the second for Church Reformation lasted from 1414 to 1418, and passed its
famous decree which declared the superiority of councils over the papal chair.
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CHAPTER XXX.
FROM AD. 1415 TO A.D. 1428,

——

ABour the time that Ladislaus expired Florence was shaken
by an earthquake that in addition to its natural terrors filled
the community with dread as the supposed forerunner
of greater calamities: certain intelligence of the
former event soon calmed their inquietude and unexpectedly
relieved them from anxiety and danger, for his enmity had
once threatened their very existence, and their resources were
singly inadequate to maintain a long struggle against the power
of any absolute monarchy when wielded by an able and unspar-
ing band. By this event their incipient tranquillity was con-
firmed and lasted until the year 1428, when a new war with
Milan brought fresh troubles and heavier burdens on the
people*. The dominion of Florence now embraced half Tus-
cany and part of Romagna, and her influence spread over a
considerable portion of Italy, an influence more of necessity
than good-will, for in proportion as her powers unfolded so did
jealousy augment, and what her energy acquired awakened
only envy in her less enterprising neighbours. During this
quiet interval she applied herself to the revision of internal
regulations : a board called the “ Ten of Peace” with opposite
functions to the “Ten of War" was again voted as a sort of
counterpoise to the latter whenever a necessity occurred for

A.D. 1415,

* Poggio, Storis, Lib. v., p. 132.—Boninsegui, Memorie, Lib. i., p. 7.
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their reappointment; but we hear nothing afterwards of its
operations or the precise nature of its duties. Additional reve-
rence was paid to religious houses by an exemption from military
billets and the prohibition of music, singing and gaming, in
their vicinity; but during the vacancy occasioned by Pope
John's deposition at Constance in 1415 the administration of
unoccupied benefices was intrusted entirely to secular hands
and the superintending officers of finance after supplying all
spiritual wants were ordered to invest any surplus ecclesiastical
revenue in public securities. To the Executor of the Ordinances
of Justice was consigned, along with the title of “ Conservator of
the Statutes and public Decency,” the superintendence of public
morals which had previously belonged to a special magistracy,
and a curious half-reasoning law was about the same time pro-
mulgated for better supplying the Florentine fish market.
By this regulation vendors were allowed to put any price they
pleased upon that commodity but without the power of sub-
sequent alteration either way, however scarce or plentiful the
fish might be : we are not informed about the periodical altera-
tion of this assize but the law continued in force, though not
unblamed, during the Medician dynasty *.

From 1418, a commission of five citizens along with Volpi
da Soncino and Paulo di Castro two eminent juris-
consults, had been occupied in forming a new code of
law which was now completed and published under the title of
the * Flofentine Statute.” Tt was first brought into activity
about this period but though very minute and interesting like
other codes that exclude the principle of arbitration, soon became
inapplicable to all the variety of human transactions. To remedy
this the custom-of granting to each new magistracy & peculiar
statute adapted to the speciel nature of its functions was after-
wards resorted to, or perhaps continued, and thus filled the
commonwealth with that vast entanglement of judicial opera-

AD.1416.

* Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 974.
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tions which cost Peter Leopold of Austria so much time and
labour to remove *.

A plague which lasted eight months, and increasing with the
summer heats carried off sixteen thousand souls and
caused accumulated misery amongst the poor; for on
these ell public burdens and calamities ultimately fall, and with
accelerated force like heavy bodies to the centre of gravity. To
mitigate this the Seignory besides liberal grants of money food
and medicine, suspended all taxation for two years in the rural
districts, and it was during this mortality that, either by pesti-
lence or nature Maso degli Albizzi a man of great intellect and
vast influence over the destinies of his country, was relieved
from the pains of life. He had lived and laboured through a
stormy day; had seen his race in high consideration; rich,
fortunate, and powerful : he next beheld their dwellings burned,
their fortunes ruined, their chief beheaded, himself banished,
and his family divided even to the assumption of other arms
and surname. Times again changed; the Ciompi and all
their leaders fell; Maso was recalled; he entered with more
vigour than justice, but according to the spirit of the age, into
party politics ; and fiercely led a fiercer faction : revenging him-
self on the once towering Alberti and all other foes he absorbed
the supreme power and after a long reign died in peace opulence
and public reputation. Maso left children, and his son Rinaldo
endeavoured to replace him, but though an eloquent and able
man he was not equal to the task, perhaps was not so honest
as his father and finally sunk before the ascending star of
Cosimo de’ Medici.

Niccolo d' Uzzano, Bartolommeo Valori, Nerone Dietisalvi,
Neri and Gino Capponi and Lapo Niccolini still secretly
governed the state ; not that they enjoyed any of the regular

A.D. 1417.

* Foro Fiorentino, da Tommaso Forti, Fiorentine, M8. in author's possession,
MS., Magliabechiano, Library.—Pom- p. 54,
peo Neri, Relazion delle Magistrature
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official dignities out of their turn, but they influenced all that
were chosen and initiated every public measure in their private
chambers ; on their speeches was formed the character of the
debate, and scarcely a Balia, or a Decemvirate of war, or any
extraordinary council or important embassy, or superintendent
commissaries of the republican armies, or any public office of
high authority, was ever appointed without one or more of their
names being included. Nevertheless they had a powerful though
calm and gentle opponent in Giovanni di Bicci de’ Medici,
& man of great influence and honesty who now began to take
a more active part in public affairs; and a far more bitter
morsel in his son the celebrated Cosimo now also beginning to
show himself in the higher circles of politics*. But as the
civil domestic transactions will be explained in a sepa-
rate chapter we will now resume the narrative of
foreign affairs until permanent peace was restored by the treaty
of Ferrara in 1428. Leaving Braccio de’ Fortebracci da Mon-
tone to guard Romagna and Antonio bishop of Siena as legate
of Bologna, Pope John XXIII. proceeded to Constance in
1414, and was there received by the emperor Sigismond, his
attendant princes prelates and other followers, to the number of
thirty thousand people on horseback. This council commenced
in peace, yet was soon troubled by dissensions between the
spiritual and temporal monarchs, so that after four months’ dis-
putation Pope John by the duke of Austria's advice secretly
withdrew from it but was afterwards arrested by that trea-
cherous potentate and brought back to Constance in 1415.
The pontiff's absence and misfortunes encouraged Bologna to
revolt and under the auspices of Battista da Cannelotti declare
her independence. On this Braccio da Montone was sum-
moned to the rescue; he soon answered the call, but made
terms with the citizens and at once sacrificed legate, church,
snd pope for 100,000 florins which he received as the price of
* Gio, Cavaleanti, Istorie Fiorentine, Lib. ii°, cap. i°, MS. also Ed. Firenze, 1839.
VOL. I E

A.D. 1418.
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Bolognese liberty. - He then departed to conquer that of Pe-
rugia for himself an enterprise long meditated and accomplished
in July 1418, but after a sanguinary contest of six hours with
Carlo Malatesta on the banks of the Tiber. Braccio extended
his conquests even to Rome itself and became while he lived
and under Florentine protection, a most powerful tyrant; for
these republicans were not always shocked at the subjection
of an independent neighbour, nor with all their reverence for
the church, were they displeased to see Perugia and Bologna
completely beyond its control *. Pope John XXIII. was de-
posed in 1415. Gregory XII. resigned the following year, but
Benedict XIII. would never relinquish his hold of the diadem.
In 1417, Odde Colonna was raised to the Popedom under the
name of Martin V. and early in 1418 a Florentine embassy
was sent to offer any part of their dominions as a residence
but recommending the deposed pontiff and their own favourite
Braccio da Montone to his protection. These were bold re-
quests because a deposed pope who had poi; acknowledged his
successor was an object of extreme jealousy, and Braccio had
not only been false to the church in the affair of Bologna but
had actually usurped one of its most important and undisputed
fiefs, besides many other ecclesiastical possessions. Neverthe-
less, shut out from Rome, which had been recovered by the
Neapolitan army; excluded from Bologna; which though
nominally free was ruled by Antonio Bentivoglio; debarred
from Perugia and other ecclesiastical cities by Braccio da Mon-
tone, and almost every other place in confusion; Martin gladly
accepted this offer and entered Florence on the fifteenth of
March 1519 4.

* Dom. l}oninsegni, Lib.i.,p.11,Mem,

Er. Tos., at p. 147 may be seen an
—8. Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 976.—

account of Pope John's death and the

Sismondi, vol. vi., p. 179.

+ Gio. Morelli says on 26 February
(“ Ricordi,” p. 43.) — Cambi, ditto,
p- 141, in whose history, vol. xx., Del.

disposal of his fortune. So far from
the Medici deriving any money from
this pontiff as they are accused of, there
is still extant a confession of his debt
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This was a crowning triumph to all her late success : after
withstanding the formidable Ladislaus, materially
promoting the assembly of both councils, renouncing
Pope Gregory XII. and making so long and strenuous exer-
tions to heal the schism ; now to find herself chosen as the first
dwelling-place and asylum of a legitimate pope after so many
years of discord, was an honour duly appreciated by this devout
and zealous community *.

Extraordinary preparations were made for Martin's recep-
tion and he to reward this devotion elevated the see of Florence
to an archbishopric that it might at least equal that of the
conquered Pisa. The deposed pontiff after escaping from a
German prison determined to avoid further persecution by
doing reverence to Martin at Florence and trusting entirely to
his magnanimity. He was not disappointed:,an honourable
reception, a restoration to the cardinalate with preéminence
over all the sacred college, together with the sympathy of Flo-
rence soothed the remaining days of his existence for he died
in a few months after, leaving but little of worldly goods, and
appointing three Florentine citizens as his executors. The
names of Niccolo d’ Uzzano, Valori, Guadagni, and Giovanni
de’ Medici, at once repel the scandal of Cosimo de’ Medici's
having secretly, and as Filelfe says infameusly, derived the
great bulk of his riches from this unfortunate pontiff+.

The influence of Florence had not yet succeeded in favour of
Braccio who had been already anathematised, but with so little

A.D. 1419,

to Giovanni de’ Medici (6 December,
1418,) of 38,500 florins paid to Duke
Lodovick of Austria for his liberation,
and other things connected with his
ransom. Also the order for payment
by the house of Giov. de’ Medici at
Venice to that of Romel and Co. of
Noremberg, and an sutograph letter
from the d pe to Giov. de’
Medici, (June 5th 1419,) all preserved

in the Medicean Archives, and pub-
lished for the first time in Archivio
Storico Italiano (vol. iv., page 433,
Documenti, i., ii., and iii. ) in 1843.

¢ 8. Ammirato, Lib. xviit, , p- 951.

+ Tenhoven, Memoire Génélloglqno
de la Maison de’ Medici, Lib. iv., p.
30.—8. Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 985.
—Muratori Annali, An. 1419.—Gio.
Cambi, pp. 146, 147.

EZ
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effect that he excommunicated the pope in return and retained
his cities; peace was however ultimately established,and Braccio
invited to reverence Martin at Florence where he was enthu-
ALD. 2450 siastically received by every class of the community.
"7 Public spectacles and entertainments were given in his
honour, poets chanted his praise, and nothing short of a Roman
triumph could have exceeded the magnificence of his reception.

This was sufficiently grating to a pontiff whose estates he
held and whose authority he had derided ; but when the praises
of Braccio were mingled with jests and sarcasms on himself;
when the children in the streets were encouraged to echo under
his windows the doggerels* that those of higher station had
made on him ; and when he saw these insults unnoticed by the
public authorities on pretence of their being mere childish
wantonness, Martin felt his dignity contemned as & man, a
prince, and a pontiff ; and resented it accordingly. ‘ Dunque,”
he was frequently overheard repeating to himself, * Dunque,”
« Papa Martino non vals un lupino,” and from that moment
he determined to abandon Florence and the Florentines. The
original cause of this unpopularity does not appear, but so great
was his mortification that from the ninth to the fifteenth of
April 1420 the city was laid under an interdict and he quitted
it in the following September .

The first war with Pisa began by a trifling quarrel about a
lap-dog, and a silly rhyme now threw Pope Martin into the
arms of the Ghibelines and brought lasting misfortunes on
Florence. Braccio nevertheless managed to make his peace,
was appointed ecclesiastical vicar in several towns which he
already possessed, surrendered others of minor importance,

* « Paps Martino, non vale un quat- thority of Fabroni who in his notes to
trino,” or “ un lupino"—Pope Martin the Life of Cosimo cites the Diary of
is not worth a farthing—was the most Ceretani in the Riccardiana Library.
offensive couplet. —Fabroni, Vita Mag. Cos. Med., vol.
4+ Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 987, says ii® p. 16.

one day: but the above is on the au-
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undertook to reduce Bologna to obedience, and accomplished
all in a brief space as the declared champion of the church#.

During some negotiations with Genoa about the piratical
conduct of Giovanni Grimaldi Lord of Monaco, the cession of
Leghorn to Florence a8 a parcel of the Pisan territory was
concluded and thus a nest of pirates always dan-
gerous to Florentine commerce in its departure from
the port of Pisa, became on the contrary a secure harbour at
the price of 100,000 florins and drew more attention to
naval affairs. A board called * The Siz Consuls of the Sea™
was accordingly created, who residing at Pisa immediately
opened a direct trade with Alexandria and constructed two
large merchant and six war galleys for that purpose; but the
Florentine genius elthough commercial was not maritime ; and
their navy, with all the physical means and more than the
power of Pisa, never rose to much importance even under the
care of the Medicean princes and knights of San Stefano; for
in this art as in many of their virtues, the Florentines were
rather speculative than practical . With the theory of virtue
especially, they seem to have been more familiar than with its
habits if we may judge of the subsoil by what is turned up
on the surface of history: there as elsewhere both good and
evil deeds were often agreed to in public assemblies which by
the individuals that composed them would in private life have
been either loathed or neglected : in public assemblies each
member bears only a fraction of the crime on his own shoulders
and is rarely its immediate executor; hence that public odium
which accumulates on the single head of the despot is, in
popular states, sprinkled over a thousand that scarcely feel or
know, and never acknowledge their iniquity.

About this period several wholesome laws were promulgated

A.D. 1421

# Giov. Morelli, Ricor., p. 51.—Gio. Muratori, Anno 1420.

Cambi, Stor., p. 151.—Dom. Bonin- + Dom. Boninsegni, Lib. i, p. 17.—
segni, Mem. di Firenze, Lib. i, p. 14. Giov. Cambi, Stor., p. 1565.
—Ammirato, Lib. xviii, p. 987.—
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which show a stricter attention to private morality, population,
and public decency than became apparent in their effects;
and yet they probably sprang from the quiet underworking of
a mass of latent moral feeling and principle that held society
together more firmly than the writings of cotemporary authors
would lead us to suppose ; the sentiments of these writers are
generally wise gentle and humane ; occasionally bitter, but often
imbued with more of modern principle than ancient barbarity ;
the universal approval of the law of retaliation, however cruelly
executed, being perhaps one of their greatest faults. For
instance Cavalcanti, a man apparently of honour and feeling,
tells us without any marks of disapprobation that Count Car-
magnola ordered a farrier of his army to be shoed like & horse,
only because he had raised the price of iron so much as to
prevent one of the troop-horses from being shod in time, by
which the services of a man-at-arms were lost for the day! The
farrier of course died not long after of this cruel operation *.
One of those measures above alluded to, arising from re-
laxation of conventual disclpline, was the creation of a board
of nine married citizens not under fifty years of age to super-
intend the female convents of Florence and the neighbourhood,
and about the same time & decree passed the councils which
rendered all those citizens ineligible to public office who had
not paid up their portion of the taxes or loans for thirty years :
this shaft was probably directed against the artisans, who under
the favour of Giovanni de’ Medici were resuming strength in
the councils, and was aimed by the Popolani Grassi a powerful
class almost exempt from taxation, as we shall hereafter see.
But another and more curious bill was introduced and only
rejected in its last stage, which excluded every man between
thirty and fifty years of age from public office who was not or
had not been married. As this embraced a great mass of
eligible citizens considerable agitation arose during its dis-

¢ Cavalcanti, Storia Fiorent., Lib. iv., cap. x.
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a#sion ; yet it nearly succeeded, and although ultimately lost,
is mentioned to show what earnest attention was paid to popula-
tion and morals for no doubt both were here contemplated ;
and moreover there is reason to suspect that the latter had
suffered in consequence of large marriage-portions a heavy tax
and doubtful gain in consequence of the necessity of repayment
under certain conditions : these, added to severe and unequal
taxation together with the subdivision of inheritances, had
reduced many families to extreme poverty and therefore checked
marriages ¥.

About this period also and for the first time, a regular
official salary was given to the priors and their notary: hitherto
these situations had been filled without pay; a custom more
honourable in appearance than practically beneficial, for there
were but few Florentines who devoted themselves like Gino
Capponi to their country: abandoning not only every private
worldly benefit but even higher aspirations he left as a maxim
to his son Neri, that even his own soul should be sacrificed to
the good of Florence {.

Gino died on the nineteenth of May 1421 and was honoured
with & public funeral. Bold, able, and determined ; not lettered,
but sagacious in government and well acquainted with the
world, Gino lived for his country and died without riches at a
time when peculation was the handmaiden of war and high
official dignity. Neri succeeded to the ability and virtues of
his father and soon became a conspicuous actor in the
political drama of Florence, and Gino’s management
of the Pisan war renders his name memorable in Florentine
history as the conqueror of a powerful state whose fall first
opened the direct sea-trade of the Levant to native enterprise,
for which the first galley was about this time built and
launched . Trifling as this circumstance now appears it was

A.D. 1422,

* Cavalcanti, Stor.Fior., Lib.i°, cap.xi.,, $ Gio. Cambi, p. 153.—-Ammim?o,
+ 8. Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 994.— Lib. xviii,, p. 991.—Cavaleanti. Lib.
Gio. Cambi, pp. 156, 157, &=, i., cap. X.
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then hailed as a great event in Florence, and public rejoicings
and solemn religious processions ushered in the day; a new
outlet for commercial industry was opened, & new naval power
had commenced, and the republican flag was thereafter to be its
own protector on the blue waters of the Mediterranean.

This Florentine Argo was manned with a crew of two hun-
dred and fifty souls including twelve young men of the highest
families, now sent to receive their first lesson in maritime
affairs. Moreover, to facilitate trade, and knowing how difficult
it was to reconcile people with'a strange coinage and reckoning,
more especially foreigners who had been used for ages to the
Venetian currency; that species of florin called on this occa-
sion the * Fiorino largo di Galea” or Broad Galley piece was
struck to the exact size and weight of the Venetian ducat.
Ambassadors were at the same time despatched to the Soldam
of Egypt; or Babylonia as he was then denominated ; with full
powers to treat on commercial affairs, while another embassy
opened the portals of trade in the Morea at the courts of
Antonio Acciaiuoli lord of Corinth, and the Duke of Cepha-
lonia: & third mission proceeded to Majorca in order to
render the Florentine flag respected in that quarter, and thus
was fairly commenced the naval power of republican Florence.

Her position in Italy now stood high, her dominions were
wide, her friends and subjeocts numerous, and both Poggio and
Ammirato assure us; the latter more from the authority of
private records than public archives; that she never was in so
flourishing & condition or so full of wealth as during the inter-
val between the death of Ladislaus and the Milanese war in
1428. In those streets alone which surround the Mercato
Nuovo there were no less than seventy-two * Banchi di Tavo-
lello ¢ Tappeto ™ or regular banking establishments; and the
gold currency alone, as it would appear; but certainly the
metallic currency was estimated at 2,000,000 florins, which at
the lowest computation would now equal more than that number
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of pounds sterling*. The value of merchandise, of real and
moveable property and public stock is described as enormous,
but the necessity for so vast an amount of metallic currency
alone indicates the rapid exchange of commodities and conse-
quent prosperity ; yet we shall soon see how all this was dis-
sipated by war.

Meanwhile arts and sciences partook of the general vitality :
new manufactures, and amongst them that of golden thread,
were introduced or invented ; the cloth of gold and silk trades
received a fresh impulse, the powers of architectural genius
were carried to an extraordinary height in the majestic cupola
of the Duomo which Brunellesco raised without a centering in
the face of all the baffled architects of Europe: the arts of
sculpture and metal-casting then astonished the world in the
hands of Ghiberti, and still fascinate all those who now gaze on
the beauty of his brazen portals. Neither did painting tarry;
for under the fostering hand of Massolino, Massaccio's bolder
genius was fast approaching the higher regions of art. Leonardo
Bruni of Arezzo, better known as Leonardo Aretino the his-
torian, had revived eloquence and promoted the study of Greek
and Latin literature, and Florence was altogether full of saga-
cious citizens: many of the ancient nobility had gradually
become incorporated with the people and the whole community
enjoyed an unusual period of comfort and repose .

Such were the fruits of peace and such the state of Florence
when the distant sounds of war again rolled amongst the Apen-
nines, and the Lombard plains scarce dry from native slaughter
prepared once more for foreign hostilities.

This new breach with Milan seems to have originated in the
ambition of Philip Visconte supported and encouraged by Pope

* Grain for grain it would equal only 22 carats,

1,200,000 sovcreigns taking each of + Boninsegni, Memorie, Lib. i, pp. 16,
them roughly at 120 grains of gold of 17.—Ammirato, Lib, xviii., p. 997.—
24 carats, and the florin at 72 of the Poggio, Lib. v., p. 135.—Gio. Cambi,
sume fineness; but the sovereign is p. 150.
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Martin's intense animosity against Florence which spurred him
on to exalt the Ghibeline and humble the Guelphie
faction in Italy; but more especially was he bent on
chastising the Florentines for those indignities which they
had encouraged or at leest permitted to be practised against
him*, As this war was a powerful effort of the republic
under discouraging circumstances, snd comprised both naval
and military operations to as great an extent, if not greater
than in any former quarrel, some introductory notice becomes
necessary.

- Philip Maria Visconte was a faint reflection of his father Gian-
Galeazzo in everything except cruelty, but still more wayward
and unsettled in his designs+. One of his first acts of domestic
tyranny was to sacrifice his wife Beatrice, the first author of his
greatness, whose only fault seems to have been that of giving
her hand to so unworthy a man: Beatrice Tenda the widow
of Facino Cane had brought him a dower consisting of Tortona,
Novare, Alexandria, Vercelli, Como, and several other places,
together with 100,000 florins and a fine army of veterans,
and is described as a noble-minded, gentle, patient, and generous
woman ; but all this was lost upon a man of opposite character
and twenty years younger than herself{. When firmly seated
therefore and independent of her aid, as most of his father’s
dominions were recovered, Beatrice who probably never was
an object of affection ceased to be one of policy: she became
an obstacle that required displacement and was accused of
infidelity : her supposed admirer, tortured into the admission
of a crime as false as the charge, gave colour to this accusation :
she also was tormented, but in vain; she acknowledged no
guilt : both were condemned to the block, where some lingering
hope of ultimate pardon induced the feeble-minded Orombelli
to repeat his former avowal. He was rebuked by the noble

A.D. 1423.

* Poggio, Lib. v., p. 141.—Gio. Mo- * Poggio, Lib. v.,p. 141.
relli, Ricord., p. 51. + Corio, Parte iv°, p. 306,
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Beatrice. ‘ Are we then,” exclaimed she disdainfully, “ Are
** we then in a place where human fear is to overcome that of
< the living God? I also have suffered as you have, Michele
¢ Orombelli ; I have undergone the same torments that have
* torn this shameful confession from your lips; but all this
* cruelty has not succeeded in making me calumniate myself !
** An honourable pride would ever have preserved me chaste
« even had my own virtue not been sufficient to do so: never-
¢ theless whatever distance there is between us I do not yet
*« believe that you will be so base as to dishonour yourself at
«« the only moment offered you wherein to acquire some glory.
« The world abandons me ; the sole witness of my innocence
¢« gives his testimony against me ; it is thee O my God in whom
I will put my trust! Thou seest that I am without stain,
* and to thy grace I am indebted for having always been so:
* thou hast preserved my thoughts as thou hast my conduct
* from all impurity, but perbaps thou dost now punish me for
* violating by a second marriage the respect that was due to
*« the ashes of my former husband, and I receive with submis-
« gion the reproof at thy hand! I recommend to thy mercy
* him who owes his greatness to me; and I expect from thy
*¢ goodness ; as thou hast preserved my life innocent; that
¢ thou wilt also preserve my memory unsullied in the eyes of
“ men.” So saying she laid her neck meekly on the block
and with two of her female attendants and Orombelli was
immediately executed *.

By the great military talents of his General Francis Bussone,
surnamed Carmagnola from the place of his nativity, whose
early merits, although only a swine-herd’s son, Philip had the
discernment to appreciate; he had recovered most of the
Milanese dominions and amongst them the walls and houses
of Placentia: the city had remained desolate a whole year;
three inhabitants alone were found in three different quarters

* Sismondi, vol. vi., p. 206.—Corio, Parte iv°, p. 315.
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of the town; grass waved knee-deep in the streets, and tall
plants of hemlock grew rankly in the doorways. Such peace
as this having been restored to Lombardy Philip’s arms were
in 1418 turned on Genoa, then as ever distracted by the clash
of opposing factions*. She had driven forth the French in
1411 and the Marquis of Monferrato in 1413 and was at
this time governed by the new Doge Tommaso Campo Fregoso
a man of considerable talent but unable to restrain the wild
and stormy elements of a Genoese aristocracy. Apprehensive
of Florentine opposition Philip despatched ambassadors to
secure neutrality by the formal ratification of a peace that had
been tacitly maintained almost ever since his father’s death
and the consequent distraction of Lombardy. Much specious
reasoning and peaceful language were used by both sides, and
long discussions ensued in the Florentine councils. Nicholas
d’ Uzzano, Gino Capponi, with other leading citizens were
opposed to a formal treaty which by binding them would leave
him free to give full scope to his ambition and which they
firmly believed he only sought for that purpose. Florence
being once lulled, so great was his perfidy, an invasion of Tus-
cany might be expected on the first favourable occasion and it
was therefore proposed either to dismiss the embassy with an
equivocal answer or openly assist Genoa, but not abandon her
for a hollow and deceitful peace: better they said to do what
was really useful and safe even at the expense of existing
comforts than trust to doubt suspicion and uncertainty. The
opposition, in which was the great mass of the poorer citizens,
declared that existing quiet was not to be lightly sacrificed ; that
Genoa would not be easily taken, and even were she to fall
Lombardy itself was in no condition to undertake a new war
against those who had withstood the more able and powerful
Gian-Galeazzo when, besides his transapennine states, he pos-
sessed half Tuscany. This opinion prevailed and a treaty of

* Sismondi, vol. vi., p. 208.
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peace was signed in January 1420, by which Philip engaged
not to send a soldier beyond the Magra towards Tuscany, or
across the Panaro towards Bologna; nor pass the Modenese
frontier, nor hold any possessions nor assist any state beyond
those limits; the Bolognese, the Lord of Forli, and the Males-
pini of Lunigiana being included as allies of Florence in this
treaty. Leghorn as we have seen was purchased by the latter
in 1421, and Genoa pressed by the united forces of Visconte
and Alfonso of Aragon soon after capitulated and became a
province of Milan. The Doge was deposed and received
Sarzana from Philip as a compensation, but as this town was
on the Tuscan side of the Magra he was charged with a viola-
tion of the treaty. Martin’s enmity was kept warm not only
by the Florentines’ continued support of Braccio, who was
again his enemy and asserted that before he finished the pope
should say a hundred masses for a penny; but because they
had repeatedly refused to join with him for his own political
purposes *. This feeling was still more embittered by a recent
refusal to unite with Alphonso legate of Bologna against the
intrigues of Antonio Bentivoglio who was in the neighbour-
hood, and which threw Alphonso into the arms of Visconte :
the latter immediately signed a treaty of alliance with Martin
although Florence partly through fear of offending him and
partly through fidelity to Braccio, who must have been aban-
doned, had refused. Visconte's conduct was deemed a second
and graver breach of the peace, and occasioned strong remon-
strances and long discussions, until the death of Giorgio degli
Ordilaffi Lord of Forli brought the matter to a crisis. He left
his widow Lucrezia degli Alidosi of Imola and an infant son
Tedaldo under the guardianship of Visconte; but she fearing
her husband’s sister Caterina and the people, who were all
Ghibelines, renewed the Florentine alliance while Caterina’s
husband Bartolommeo da Campo Fregoso aspiring to the lord-

* Ammirato, Lib. xviii, p. 986.—Poggio, Lib. v., p. 135.
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ship of Forli embraced the Milanese party. Philip who was
the lawful guardian and wanted possession of both the young
child and its inheritance, dexterously played one sister against
the other by secret nogotiations with each, and putting doubt
and dissension between them ; while he, in consequence of his
Bolognese alliance, was enabled to throw several bodies of horse
into that territory but ready for action elsewhere.

These transactions, the most flagrant breach of the Floren-
tine treaty, ended in the exile of Lucrezia, and Caterina’s
occupation of Forli with the aid of Milanese troops. All
Florence was now in commotion, & detachment of soldiers was
sent to protect Lucrezia in Forlimpopoli ; letters and envoys
were despatched to Visconte and Martin, with no other result
than the removal of Alphonso from Bologna and plausible words
from both*. Milanese ambassadors arrived at Florence to
justify their master who appealed to the Roman law, which
even by the Florentine doctors was secretly owned to be in his
favour; but the Seignory laughed at law in opposition to treaties,
describing it as soft leather capable of being stretched into any
form at the holder's will. A proposition in the councils sug-
gested the reference of this question to a select committee
when Rinaldo Albizzi rose and loudly asserted that it was the
business of the many, not the few, and therefore needed the
counsel of many; adding, ‘* Let the case be determined by law
* and if that sanction the duke's treaty let us be quiet and
* contented : if not, and Philip still persist, then let the sword
“ be drawn from the scabbard, let the purse strings be loosened,
“and let money flow out in such a stream as to make the
“ soldiers drunk with our riches " {.

The final result was that on the twenty-third of August 1428
at four hours after sunset; this being the auspicious moment

* 8, Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 1000. iii. and iv.
—Poggio, Lib. v.,p. 136.— Cavalcanti, + Cavalcanti, Storis Fior., Lib. i°, cap.
Lib. i°, passim.~Lib. ii°, cap. i, ii., ix.,p. 18.
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indicated by public astrologers ; the truncheon of military com-
mand was formally presented to Pandolfo Malatesta with orders
to invest Forli: but these sages miscalculated; for he or his
lieutenant according to Andrea Bigli and the annals of Forli,
as quoted by Muratori, though omitted by Florentine writers,
was completely routed before that city on the sixth of Sep-
tember 1423. Whether this defeat is the same with that re-
corded by Morelli as having taken place just before the capture
of Imola by the Milanese; when Niccolé Tolentino was discom-
fited at Ponte-a-Ronco about two miles from Forli with the
loss of six hundred cavalry; is difficult to say, because the
date of the last is wanting. Cavalcanti's silence, although he
seldom spares his countrymen, proves nothing, for he is also
silent on that of Faggiola although he mentions Anghiari which
occurred within the same district and nearly at the same time;
and he tells us himself that he has not recorded all the events
of this war*.

Florence allowed no time to pass idly : Braccio was engaged
in case of need; the Balias of war and peace were appointed ;
special embassies excited the neighbouring Swiss and the Duke
of Savoy against Philip; the malcontents both in and out of
Genoa were encouraged to revolt, and Alfonso of Aragon then
fighting for the crown of Naples was invited to assist in curb-
ing the ambition of Visconte.

Alfonso's connection with Naples arose from the troubles of
that kingdom after the death of Ladislaus: this last monarch’s
sister Queen Giovanna II. & woman as loose and licentious
as himself, was along with her kingdom ruled by the favourite
of the day; but feeling the necessity of a legitimate protector
against the house of Anjou, she in 1415 married James of
Bourbon Count de la Marche who soon asserted his right and
more than his right to the sovereign power while he kept the

* Gio. Morelli, p. 51.—S8. Ammirato, Lib. xviii., p. 1006.—Muratori, Anno
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queen in confinement. Reinstated in authority by & popular
tumult she resumed all her licentiousness, and Ser Giovanni
Carraccioli became the favourite: after much contention James
disgusted with his position returned to France and died a monk,
while Louis of Anjou still contested the Neapolitan monarchy.
Giovanna being hard pressed finally resolved to adopt Alfonso
of Castille the youthful king of Aragon, Sardinia, and Sicily,
and accordingly implored his aid; but the latter kingdom for
many years had scarcely a name in Italian story; a succession
of feeble princes, minors or oafs, had annihilated all external
influence and engendered internal distraction. Frederic II.,
the sixth Aragonese king, died in 1368 leaving one child
Maria, wife of Martin Prince of Aragon who dying in 1409 both
realms were united by the king his father and descended in
the following year to Ferdinand his sister’s son by John of
Castille whose son Alfonso or according to Mariana Alonso V.
began to reign in 1416.

Young, warlike, and ambitious he attempted to wrest Corsica
from the Genoese but being baffled by Tommaso da Campo
Fregoso at the siege of Bonifazio, he quitted that enterprise at
Giovanna's invitation and ordering his army to Naples in 1420
followed in person the succeeding year. By formally adopting
him as her heir Giovanna reunited the two Sicilies and laid
the foundation of those struggles for Italian sovereignty be-
tween France and Spain which closed in the monarchy of
Charles V. accompanied by the annihilation of all republican
liberty. The houses of Aragon and Anjou were now fairly at
issue but as yet contended principally with Italian troops, and
availing themselves of Braccio and Sforza's,rivalry were fol-
lowed by many of the native condottieri. Giovanna and her
adopted son soon disagreed; she was tenacious, he ambitious
of power; she would not yield and he formed the design of
carrying her off to Spain; this was discovered, she kept herself
safe at Capua and Aversa; he imprisoned Carraccioli and open
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war commenced between them; Alonso was disinherited and
Louis ITI. of Anjou adopted in his place *.

. This divided the kingdom into two factions which soon
spread over Italy and embraced its conflicting interests: the
pope, Sforza, and Visconte were for Louis, Braccio for Alonzo,
but still more busy for himself in besieging Aquila with the
design of adding it to his own dominions. Thé Florentines
also looked to an alliance with Alonzo as more conducive to
their interests in consequence of his naval force and therefore
Iaid the foundation of a treaty with him at Leghorn on his
way to Catalonia in October 1423+.

As the Milanese had already occupied Imola, Forli, Lugo and
Forlimpopoli there.was no time to lose, yet Florence AD. 1e24
made a fruitless attempt to reconcile Braccio with Pope ~
Martin for the sake of placing him at the head of her army, but
this failing, Carlo Malatesta Lord of Rimini was through his
brother Pandolfo's means made captain of the republican forces,
having under his command Lodovico degli Obizzi of Lucca, and
Niecolo da Tolentino who seems to have been one of the most
respected and sagacious of the Italian condottieri: besides
these we find the names of Rinnuccio Farnese, Cristofano da
Lavello, and Orso degli Orsini of Monte Ritondo, all officers
of high distinction, with an army of seven thousand horse and
three thousand infantry encamped under Forli. The citizens
thus pressed had recourse once more to Philip who instantly
despatched Agnolo della Pergola a leader of great reputation,
with four thousand cavalry into Romagna, and the town of
Zagonara belonging to Count Alberigo da Barbiano an ally of
Florence was immediately invested. In this state of affuirs,’
with a strong war and a strong peace party at Florence, the
whole community was terror-struck about the fall and fracture

® Sismondi, vol vi., p. 201.—Ammi- x}., and xiii.«—Madrid, 1678.
rato, Lib. xviii,, p. 1008.—Mariana, ¢ 8. Ammirsto, Stor., Lib. xviii, p.
Historia de Espaiia, Lib. xx., cap. vi.,, 1008.—Muratori, Anno 1428.
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of one of the porphyry columns at the Baptistry gate, an event
deemed so portentous that great disasters were looked for and
the peace-party became more clamorous in their denunciations*.
The war the taxes and the government were alike condemned ;
the Popolani Grassi were aocused and perhaps not unjustly, of
seeking fame and riches at the public cost, and the general
burst of discontent at so much new and increased taxation is
forcibly described by Cavalcanti. By these imposts he says
the citizens’ property became unstable; and as high winds blow
the sand from one place to enother so flew the people’s sub-
stance from the weak to the powerful under the guise of taxa-
tion, rendered necessary by the war. This change of property
he adds is further augmented by the marriage portions that
are given and not less by those that are returned, which bring
poverty and misery into families. As war was made, taxes
became necessary, and they were placed, at the pleasure of the
rich and powerful, on the shoulders of the poor and weak, who
without enjoying the honours were made to bear the burdens
of the state. ‘“ When the new scale of taxation was promul-
gated,” continues this author, “ weeping and wailing, wringing
of bands and beating of cheeks, were everywhere seen and
heard. ‘O cursed country’ exclaimed one ‘why art thou the
‘ nurse of such men? Another in naming him who caused
his taxation cries, * He knows too well that it is impossible for
‘ me to pay this unreasonable tax! If he wanted my home why
¢ did he not ask me to sell it? and for less than its value I
* would have surrendered all I’ A third cries out ‘ They count
¢ even my very mouthfuls, they will not leave me what is abso-
¢ lutely needful, but deny me the common necessaries of life
¢ enly to drive my family to crime and dishonour! O God why
* dost thou delay thy vengeance on these cursed people!” A
fourth uttered imprecations on the authors of the tax, declaring
it ‘more tolerable to fly to the caves and the rocks where

* Gio. Cambi, p. 160.
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* Totila’s cruelty had driven their ancestors than remain in
* such a city.”” And thus throughout Florence the poor and
weak bewailed these searching imposts while the powerful and
their followers *adopted the maxim of Cecco d’ Ascoli where
he says ‘It is expedient to be silent on what lies within : in the
“ soul war, but peace upon the tongue.’ Their soul was glad for
they saw the stream run smoothly to their mill; their gains
were certain and to their heart's content, and everything con-
spired to gratify their wishes "*,

Neither discontent nor superstition were lessened by the
intelligence of Braccio da Montone's defeat and death before
Agquila, a real calamity to Florence which deprived her of pro-
bably the ablest captain in Italy. This celebrated leader fell
in battle with the papal generals Jacopo Caldora and young
Francesco' Sforza, then about three-and-twenty, whose father
bad been recently drowned while endeavouring to save his
attendant in crossing the river Pescara.

Meanwhile Count Alberigo da Barbiano closely pressed in
Zagonara by Guido Torelli ; one of the best, most loyal, and
noble-minded captains of the age; and by Agnolo della Per-
gola; called loudly on Florence for assistance before a certain
day, on which if not succoured he had agreed to capitulate.
Some thought his loyalty doubtful, but Malatesta was reénforced
and ordered to raise the siege: he was willing, nay eager to
obey but the condottieri were of a different opinion and Lodo-
vico degli Obizzi protested boldly and wisely against leaving
the greater for the lesser conquest, the main objett of the
campaign for a secondary one and that doubtful from inclement
weather and an inundated country. The silence of his compa-
nians proved their assent, but Carlo Malatesta perhaps irritated
at this general disapproval of his design rebuked Obizzo in a
taunting speech which as it inferred a want of knightly spirit
in this leader, silenced his better reason so that he only mut-

* Cavalcanti, Storia Fiorent., Lib. i., cap. xi., p. 24.
F 2

.
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tered, “If all do as I shall, few of us will escape, and still
« fewer of the enemy will ever return to Lombardy.” ‘

Thus determined the army began to move on a tempestuous
night when the sky was entirely clothed in heavy clouds from
which had fallen a steady rain which so flooded the whole coun-
try that the horses were up to their knees in water: roads fields
and ditches were equally covered ; all indications of path or
danger were obliterated ; stragglers were numerous ; every sol-
dier was wet wearied and dejected; horses could scarcely
stagger under the weight of knight and armour; the whole
army was disorganised and in no condition to contend with a
fresh and vigorous foe. Nevertheless Malatesta persisted, and
on a powerful war-horse with truncheon in hand marshalled his
soldiers, although from the depth of water no crossbows could
be strung and were consequently useless in the fight: he then
attempted to animate his men in an inflated speech that told
lightly on veterans who knew both their duty and danger but
flinched from neither*. Guido Torelli also addressed the
Milanese but in a graver style and with surer prospects: plac-
ing a reserve out of sight on one flank under Agnolo della Per-
gola he steadily received the impetuous attack of Florence and
ordering his troops to yield ground without disorder he gra-
dually drew the enemy on until the reserve was able to charge
their flank and rear ;- but as the Florentines were superior in
number means of flight were studiously left open ; & common
practice in those days ; and tired dispirited and beaten they were
soon taken advantage of by the enemy. The Florentine army
was finally dispersed, a great victory gained, three thousand two

® Cavalcanti here mentions a circum- do. Amongst the Florentine leaders

stance which he says is so marvellous
that to himself it even appears a fable
but because he heard it from men
worthy of credence he writes it, more
especially because he feels that nature
has reserved to herself so much power
that what she wills, she does and can

was Count Antonio da Pontadera who
had a korse with horns, which was of a
high spirit and well formed, and he
belonged to the troop of Messer Ba-
tista da Campo Fregosa. (Lib. ii°, cap.
xviii., p. 60.)
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bundred prisoners taken, but strange to say with the loss of
only a few lives! Lodovico degli Obizzi stung by Carlo's reproof
sprang foremost to the charge and.died gallantly, fighting to
retrieve the error of the man who had insulted him. The only
other of note was Orso Orsini who fell from his horse and was
drowned ; but the prisoners were sufficient both in number
and quality to render this battle famous over all Italy.

- The Lombard writers, whom Muratori follows, say that
many lost their lives and it is hard to conceive such a defeat
without bloodshed : its cost in money the Florentines estimated
at 300,000 florins, equal to more than that number of pounds
sterling: Carlo Malatesta was made prisoner, Pandolfo with
twenty-five followers escaped to Cesina, Niccolo Tolentino with
forty.more to Orivolo, besides a few others in divers quarters;
and thus was the month of July rendered lamentably notorious
in Florentine annals by the decisive but apparently bloodless
battle of Zagonara. The day of its occurrence is doubtful, for
amongst eight different writers six of whom are cotemporaries
some do not mention the date and the rest vary in their
sccounts from the twenty-first to the twehty-ninth of July;
% difficult is it to find the truth even about so simple and
notorious an event *,

Had Guido instantly pushed into Tuscany Florence might
have been reduced to extreme difficulty, but time was lost
i dividing the booty and prisoners, while she was preparing ;
yet the shock was great and filled every body with anger and
alarm.. The great citizens who had counselled war felt the
inconvenience of defeat where victory alone could have silenced
their opponents, and public clamour was consequently loud
sgainst them: success would have been shared by all, but
defeat was their own peculiar inheritance. Those who valued

* Gio. Marelli, Ricordi, p. 64.— Cronacs, p. 133.—Cavalcantc, Storis,
Gio. Cambi, p. 160.—Poggio Braccio- Lib. ii., cap. xiv. &c.— Ammirato
lini, Lib. v., p. 144. — Boninsegni, Lib. xviii., p. 1012.—Murstori Annali,
Mem., Lib. i, p. 23.—Buon, Pitti, Anno 1424.
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the comforts of a ten years’ peace and strove for its preservation
now goaded by new contributions and irritated by misfortune
were unmeasured in abuse of the government : shops, churches,
markets; every public place rang with vituperation, mockery,and
complaints of what were termed their proud and wicked rulers.
% Is this then,” was asked, “is this the great and glorious
* victory which our ten wise men promised us over the duke of
“ Milan? Is this the recovery of Imola and Forli? Is this
* the vaunted correction of Visconte's pride and power? To
“ whom shall we now turn for assistance? Without soldiers, with-
‘ out generals, without money, and almost without allies! To
* queen Johanna ? she whom these same wise men deserted and
“ by so doing forced her into the power of Aragon which has dis-
* tracted her kingdom with war and deluged it with blood? To
* the pope ? They well know how he loves us for exalting Braccio
* da Montone to the skies, that man who in the very blaze of his
* glory was stricken as by a thunderbolt and miserably perished !
*¢ To the Genoese? whom we might have succoured and sustained
* but whom we allowed to fall an easy prey to our most deadly
‘“ enemy!” Such exclamations were heard at every turn accom-
panied by a degree of public excitement so great as to cause the
assembly of a general council where Rinaldo Gianfiglazzi an
aged and respected knight of the ancient race in an encouraging
speech implored his countrymen, whatever might have been
the errors of government or other sources of existing evil, not
to increase it by mere clamour when manly resolution and moral
dignity were only required to meet it and overcome. The
army he asserted was not destroyed, no blood had been shed ;
leaders were forthcoming, Florence had always stemmed by
her own steady resolution the tide of every misfortune and
nothing was required but money. This, he continued, could
be easily spared by those who had it without oppressing the
poor, if they would only discard their avarice; and it was but
reasonable that men who enjoyed public power and public
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honours should defend the public, not those who were excluded
from both*. These words from a distinguished citizen of
ninety years old had some calming influence on the public
mind, and as the Milanese general delayed, more time was
gained for preparation in Tuscany while the war was actively
progressing in Romagma. A forced loan of 50,000 florins was
immediately raised and several condottieri engaged, amongst
whom were Oddo the natural son of Braccio da Montone, and
Niceolé Piccinini his most celebrated pupil, both saved with
four hundred lances from the battle of Aquila. Besides these,
all the disarmed and dismounted prisoners released from
bondage who had found their way into Tuscany were quickly
reéquipped and remounted, so that a new force was soon
in the field, but not before all the Florentine possessions in
Romagna, except Castrocaro and Modigliana, had been cap-
tared, some by force but most by treachery; and so much
had discord and defeat lowered Florence in public opinion that
even women left their distaffs and took the field against her.
Gentile the mother of Guido Antonio lord of Faenza actually
summoned Modigliana at the head of her followers and attendant
demsels, but was defeated and some of the latter paid dearly
for their temerity .

In the account of these transactions Maechiavelli, who follows
Cavalcanti and is copied by Ammirato, gives us two instances
warthy of record from their contrast ; one of low treachery, the
other of high-minded generous devotion, equal to any example
of antiquity.

* Jacopo Pitti, Dell' Istoria Fioren-
tins, Lib.i., p. }4.—~Cavaleanti, Lib.
ii, cap. xxiii.—Macchiavelli, Lib. iv.
—S8. Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1015.—
Dom, Boninsegni, Mem., Lib. i°.,p. 28.
This address is attributed by Mac-
chisvelli, and by Ammirato after him,
to Rinaldo degli Albizzi, but Caval-
canti & cotemporary distinetly gives it
to Rinaldo Gisnfiglazzi, and as the

others produce no authority we have a
right to follow him. Macchiavelli,
who evidently made great use of Ca-

Rinaldo ebbe pis amore alla patria,”
8., as referring to Albizzi instead of
Gisofiglazzi.  (Cawalcanti, Storia,
Lib. ii°, cap. xxfi.)

# Gio. Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. x.
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* Zanobi dal Pino podesta of Galeata surrendered that fortress
to Agnolo della Pergola, not only without resistance and trea-
cherously, but at the same time strongly urging an immediate
invasion of Tuscany where as he asserted, war might be waged
with less peril and more profit than in Romagna. Agnolo
although belonging to & class whose good faith was not prover-
bial, detesting such baseness, turned him over to his servants who
when weary of other mockery fed him on paper painted all over
with vipers, Visconte's cognizance, saying * Zanobi, thou art an
arch-Guelph, but we will soon make thee an arch-Ghibeline :”
a8 he received no other nourishment a fow days put an end to
his sufferings and in this cruel manner treachery was punished
by the man who scrupled not to accept the treason! There is
some pleasure though a melancholy one, in turning from this
mixture of crime and barbarity to the conduct of Biagio del
Melano governor of Monte Petroso, who after a gellant defence
found himself caged up in the citadel and so begirt with fire
and foes that every hope of preserving it had vanished. Making:
up his mind he hastened to throw a quantity of straw and soft
clothing from the only unfired portion of the battlements and
then taking up his two children cast them over on top of it
while he exclaimed: “O cruel and perverse men take those
“ treasures that until this moment I have enjoyed as my own,
* and for which, after you have taken them from me, I shall
*“ be doubly remunerated by the fame and fidelity with which I
« ghall satisfy my republic! Certes, more than death I cannot
“ receive at your hands, wherefore this separation of the soul
* and body which to others is common mortality to me will be
“ perpetual life. I shall be an example to the weak and give
‘ boldness and comfort to the -strong ; the former will be
‘* taught, the latter rewarded with everlasting fame and glory.”
And so he remained and perished! Who perished with him we
know not, they have received no meed of praise; but although
every entreaty and endeavour of his enemies tosave him proved
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unavailing, all that could be saved of his property was restored
along with his children to their friends, and the children them-
selves were ever after supported by Florentine gratitude *.
This state of affairs in Romagna was impatiently borne at
Florence : twenty citizens were formed into a committee of
taxation, and as the existing taxes had already crushed the less
opulent, and reduced many to poverty who were excluded from
any share in the government, it was determined in accordance
with Gianfiglazzi's advice to throw the principal burden on
those that shared the power and honours of the state, and a
tax of twenty-five per cent. was imposed on their incomes.
The noble popolani of the Albizzi or Uzzano faction and almost
all the powerful citizens were astounded at this resolution
which sprang from the influence of the minor trades and all
that new mass of citizens from country places which before the
sedition of the Ciompi were gradually enriching themselves,
and with a steadily increasing influence were in constant oppo-
sition to the popolani. The latter seeing themselves likely to
be reduced by this law to that comparative poverty into which
they had forced others by a long war and grinding taxation,
made strenuous efforts in the councils where the Medici fac-
tion were gaining ground, to reverse the decree; but the
Seignory however willing were never able to carry it. Exaspe-
rated at being thus compelled to take their share of the public
burdens they opposed by every means the levying of their own
new contribution while they pursued with cruelty all those who *
were still in debt for former taxes. Neither reason nor justice
nor equity stopped their hand, and instead of sparing poverty
as Gianfiglazzi recommended, the public collectors were now
armed, force was used, struggles ensued, wounds were given and
received, and many outrages committed by all parties, so that
the city was convulsed with the action of a tyrannical adminis-

¢ Cavalcanti, Lib. iii.,, cap. xxi.—Macchiavelli, Lib. iv.—Ammirato, Lib. xix.,
p. 1017.
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tration. Unable to gain their point and knowing that the
influence of the less opulent classes and artisans prevented it
they resolved to unite in a series of measures to preserve their
power for the future as they had done in pasttimes. Lorenzo
Ridolfi and Francesco Gianfiglazzi son of Rinaldo, both of their
faction, were then in power, and the former being Gonfalonier
their request for permission to call a meeting to consider the
state of the republic although quite irregular was granted with
a promise to support whatever they determined. Seventy
principal citizens of Uzzano's party accordingly assembled in
the church of San Stefano al Ponte under the conduct of
Matteo Castellani, Niccolo d’ Uzzano, Vieri Guadagni, who all
belonged to the Ten of War, and Rinaldo degli Albizzi.
Rinaldo being the greatest orator was commissioned to address
the assembly and as his speech is a curious and vivid sketch of
existing parties it will be considered in the following chapter
where the domestic transactions of Florence are resumed .
Meanwhile she again endeavoured to awaken a feeling of
sympathy, good policy, and real self-interest amongst the Italian
states and direct their views to ultimate consequences: to
Naples she could not apply; but Albizzi and Guadagni were
despatched to Rome, Palla Strozzi and Giovanni de’ Medici to
Venice ; a third embassy repaired to the emperor, and with
liberal promises of support invoked his presence in Italy to
assume the Cemsarian crown; but like the hare and many
friends Florence was forced to be contented with false com-
miseration and empty excuses from all. The pope had not
yet recovered Perugia from the Fortebracoi whom she still
favoured : the Venetians were at peace with Philip and had
no legitimate excuse for breaking it ; and Sigismund answered
in general and unmeaning terms. Nor was the being thus
neglected her only misfortune; long peace had brought the
manufacturing and commercial city of Florence into & rich and

® Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. i.




caar. xx1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 75

prosperous condition which war soon altered, but the contado
and district do not appear to have shared this benefit.

There is some difficulty of conceiving, unless coupled with
depopulation, how a rich and populous city placed in the centre
of a fertile district could have failed to communicate its pros-
perous influence to the swrrounding lands although in itself
purely trading and commercial : but when we consider that
war in most countries and especially in. those times, was accom-
penied by a grinding taxation within from domestic friends;
and unmitigated devastation without from destructive enemies,
the two notions are not irreconcilable: when we also consider
that corn though destroyed may be rapidly replaced, but that
vines and olives when once rooted up are long in growing,
longer in reproducing their fruits; that Florence was supplied
by the rural districts with these necessaries, but depended
more on commerce for her wheat, in exchange for manufactures;
that these manufactures were principally of that costly descrip-
tion which found only a slender market in the state, and that
she was thus almost independent of native agriculture; when
all this is considered we may imagine the unusual picture of a
flourishing capital with a distressed, impoverished, and almost
deserted territory. Certain it is that through war pestilence
and taxation the rural districts still remained so depopulated
8 again to engage public attention and a law was passed which
exonerated all agricultural labourers who should return to their
dwellings within two years, and who had been assessed for the
Estimo retrospectively from 1428, from any further taxation
for a period of five-and-twenty years after the date of their
retarn. One soldo per lira or five per cent. per annum being
the only charge, and after the first five years if any public
debt were contracted they could not without their landlord's
eoncurrence be molested for it, either persomally or in their
agricultural instraments *.

* 8. Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1018.—Gio. Cambi, p. 163.
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The notice of this law by Cambi and Ammirato is somewhat
obscure and much too brief; but the debts are evidently
public without any relation to private transactions, except be-
tween the ¢ Oste” or landlord, and his labourer, over whom he
had great power, and whom he for his own sake took care
should not be crippled by the seizure of cattle plough or
person. It is to be regretted that wading as he does through
every depth and shallow of Florentine treaties ; which excepting
as regards their main course have now little or no interest
and even then vanished with the passing day; Ammirato
scarcely and rarely touches on the more important and endur-
ing points of national prosperity as it affected the peasantry
and city poor; nor does he often dwell on the reasons for
specific legislation ; therefore it is only by detached and scat-
tered notices culled from the private journals of the day that
any conceptions, and those faint and unsatisfactory, can be
formed of this interesting subject.

The Decemvirate of War notwithstanding their recent fallnre
still imagined, as Ammirato asserts, that they could
dictate the movements of & distant army from behind
their desks, and therefore issued orders to Oddo and Piccinino
to march at once into Romagna by the pass of Lamone. This
road led down on Faenza, which Guido Manfredi still held for
Philip, and they had orders to invest that city; yet as Caval-
canti who never spares his government, makes no accusation
on this point but on the contrary attributes what happened to
the confidence and impetuosity of Piccinino, the former writer
may. possibly err when he tells us that in despite of every
remonstrance about the danger of threading narrow mountain
passes in face of a warlike enemy and a hostile population
in the depth of winter; the generals were forced to march *,
Passing the river Lamone at Fagnano about two miles above
Brisighella before dawn of day Piccinino left a strong guard

¢ Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1018,—Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. xi.

A.D. 1435,
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at the bridge to secure his retreat and sending on Antonello
da Siena’s brigade of cavalry followed by a corps of infantry
to crown the heights, advanced through the pass, strictly en-
Joining all parties to refrain from pillage until the way were
won. He was everywhere disobeyed; plunder commenced,
the bridge guard, eager to share, quitted their post which
was instantly seized by the peasants and the bridge destroyed :
thus engaged the fight closed thick around, man and horse,
knight and armour, were pitched headlong from the rocks;
there was no resisting distant missiles, and the mountain
detachments on which their salvation depended instead of
clearing the heights were busily engaged in plundering. The
whole army with the exception of Antonello's corps was dis-
persed and almost annihilated ; young Oddo -according to
Ammirato died fighting bravely; but according to Cavalcanti
while vainly supplicating for his life: Piccinino with his son
Francesco were made prisoners and carried to Manfredi of
Faenza whose confidence he gained, and backed by the sub-
sequent advice of that chief's uncle Carlo Malatesta at Milan,
persuaded him to abandon the distant and mortal friendship of
a single potentate for the permanent good-will of a near and
undying republic *.

The consequence of this advice was a treaty with Florence
which compensated in some measure for the recent disaster ;
but still fear and excitement increased and money became more
than ever necessary: two new stocks were created called the
“ Monte de’ Fanciulli " and the “ Monte delle Fanciulle”t in
which if a child’s parents invested 100 florins it was entitled

* Poggio, Lib. v., p. 146.—Ammi-
rato, Lib. xix., p. 1019.—Cavalcanti,
Lib. iii., cap. xii. and xvii.—Cagnola,
Storia di Milano, Lib. ii°, p. 25. —
Corio. Hist. Mil., Parte v*, falio 325.
+ Can this name for the public stocks
(Monti) be derived from the Floren-
tine children’s game of “ Cruscherella”
which some think, under the name of

« Ludere furfure,” was practised by the
ancient Roman children ? A large heap
or “ Monte™ of bran is placed on
the table, mixed up with which are the
various pieces of money to be played
for. This is divided into as many
smaller heaps (“ Monticelli ™) as there
are players, who leaving out the person
that distributed the heaps (because he
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either at the expiration of fifteen years or on marrisge, if
beyond that time, to receive five times the amount and more
in proportion according to the exceeded period. This was fol-
lowed by two more forced loans of 100,000 florins each with
severe penalties for non-payment including the forfeiture of
the right to be heard in any court of justice *.

With these helps the war proceeded ; a fleet of twenty-three
Catalonian galleys arrived on the coast of Tuscany in April and
there embarking a strong Florentine force and the deposed
Doge Tommaso da Campo Fregoso, appeared before Genoa but
could effect nothing like a revolt ; so hated and distrusted were
the Catalonian name and banner, Several descents were how-
ever made on the Riviera and divers places surrendered, so
that with the exception of a very severe check at Rapallo the
war in that quarter was tolerably successful. An unexpected
attack by the Milanese in the squadron’s absence nearly dis-
comfited the Florentines at Sestri, but scared by the sudden
shout of the troops; occasioned by their belief in the appearance
of a real or imagined reénforcement under Aloiso dal Fiesco
from Pontremoli ; the Milanese gave way and were completely
defeated with the then very unusual circumstance of seven
hundred being killed on the field of battle, and more than
twelve hundred made prisoners : had this victory the only
counterpoise to so many misfortunes, been skilfully improved,
Genoa might have been wrested from Visconte; but he soon
ensured its fidelity by exacting numerous hostages of high rank
and the fleet returned to Naples }.

is the last to choose) all draw lots for
the first choice and so on in succes-
sion.  After all have chosen each
searches in his own heap for the money
that fortune has sent him. (Vide
“ Malmantile, Racquistato di

i Per-

p- 128.) The slings
ot‘ the Paris cluldren gave their name

to a great political faction, that of
Monte might own as trifling & source.
* 8. Amminto, Storis, Lib. xix.,
p- 1020, &c.

4+ Paulo Interiano, Ristretto delle
Historie Genovesi, Lib. vi., p, 172.—
Giustiniani, Annali di Genoa, Lib. v°,
p- 187.—Ammirato, Lib. xix.,p. 1021.
—Ceorio., Parte v*, folio 326.
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In Romagna Piccinino on being liberated had resumed his
former command, a free passdge was opened into Tuscany, and
Faenza now a friendly town became the bulwark and rallying
point of the republic in that quarter *. Opposed to Piccinino

was Francesco Sforza who now though sca.rcely four-and-
twenty years of age, began to make a conspicuous figure in
Italian warfare; and the belligerent armies being nearly equal
little was performed for some time on either side until an
incursion by the Count of Anghiari on the territory of Borgo
San Sepolcro obliged that place to demand Milanese aid from
Romagna, and thus the war was gradually attracted to the
Aretine provinces. Into this district the Milanese captain
Guido Torelli carried Visconte's good-fortune by gaining two
victories over Florence within the short space of nine days
during the month of October 1425 ; one at Anghiari the other at
Faggiola, making altogether since the commencement of hostili-
ties no less than six victories with the sole reverse of Sestri {.

The Ten of War being somewhat doubtful of Guido Antonio
lord of Faenza, placed Piccinino with four hundred lances in
garrison there, two hundred under the nominal command of
Guido himself, who being young and inexperienced was per-
suaded by Florence that the former was only stationed there for
the sake of his great experience and counsel in war, therefore
entirely subordinate ; and the impatience of Piccinino at this
arrangement was soothed by an assurance of his being the only
safeguard of Faenza!. This was submitted to for a while;
but when his period of service with Florence had expired end
be found it not only unrenewed but himself undischarged,
therefore left without pay or employment, he somewhat sternly
demanded either instant dismissal or a fresh engsgement.
Receiving equivocal answers accompanied even by a notification
of his being indebted to the state, he saw there was no time to
* Cavalcanti, Lib. fii. L cap. xxiv. valcanti, Lib. iii ., cap, xxvi,

+ Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1018.— % Cavalcanti, Lib, iii., cap. xxiv.
G. Morelli, Recordi, p. 51, 68.—~Ca-
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lose, and opened immediate negotiations with Guido Torelli
the Duke of Milan's representative: the latter was too happy
to engage so famous a leader, and Florence now seeing her
error sent ambassadors to him with the most liberal offers.
His ouly answer was a loud laugh and the following fable.
‘ Seignors there was once a man who to quench his thirst
“under the heat of & burning sun plunged his face into a
“ pool of water and in the eagerness of drinking inadvertently
“ gwallowed a frog: feeling the heat of the human stomach the
« frog began to croak and the drinker made answer in his lan-
“guage*. *‘Tardi ciantes.’. ‘ You sing too late my friend."
“And that answer gentlemen you may carry back to your.
* countrymen from me; for I am the swallower and they are
* the swallowed. Renounce all hope of my ever returning to
* Florence; Count George and Lodovico de’ Manfredi's fate
‘“has taught me wisdom, who for their faithful service have

““been cast into prison "+

After this conduct which from some not clearly explamed
transaction wes justified by many in Florence, Niccolo repaired
to Perugia whence he continually harassed the Aretine territory
and then offered Guido Torelli to scour the whole country up
to the gates of the capital which he very mearly performed.
Guido would however follow him no further than the Chiassa
torrent and Piccinino continued his march ravaging all the
country ageinst the Arno’s course up to San Mams and even
to the Rassina, when feeling that a further advance unsup-
ported would be dangerous, he rejoined Guido at the Chiassa
and returned with him to Borgo San Sepolcro.

While Niccolo was absent Guido said to one of his officers
“Do not be surprised Fabricius at my remaining here, for it
« geems to me impossible that Niccold in so short a time should
“have changed from a foe to a friend, and if his anger were
* really so great as to make such contrariety possible, even the

* The Provengal. 4 See next chapter, on the war of Marradi.
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« ghortness of time would scarcely admit of this public expres-
“ gion of hatred and inconstancy. I must keep this pass open
“ by all means, for there are in these days many more traps
“get than mice to be caught in them : the sword no longer
* graces the hand of gentlemen who seek for fame; low-bred
“ knaves, enemies to virtue, have now taken it; men who call
“ cruelty boldness; treachery superior knowledge ; brutality
“ courage ; avarice gain; and so forth. Wherefore my Fabri-
“cius I will henceforth hold my own without loss or gain
* rather than subject myself to the chance of all those dangers
* that this base crowd is daily causing and practising " *.

The defection of Niccold Piccinino was a severe blow which
together with repeated disasters and growing taxation strongly
affected the public mind, but ruled as it was by a powerful fac-
tion of great resolution and ability there was no weakness or
vacillation in their measures. Rinaldo degli Albizzi was again
despatched to Rome but with even less than his former success,
for contempt and ridicule are not so easily forgiven as injuries,
and Pope Martin complaining of both, was still implacable.
Lorenzo Ridolfi had better fortune at Venice, but in the
interim Piccinino with five more deserters were painted on
the walls of the Bargello as traitors, each hanging by one leg
with his name written beneath, and a price set upon the heads
of all. Misfortunes now fell thick and fast, taxes became more
intolerable, the repeated loans oppressive and tyrannical, public
credit tottering, and when no more confidence existed several
mercantile houses were compelled to disburse their ready money
by the sole and absolute authority of government. The con-
sequence of this was a panic with the simultaneous failure of
Pallo Strozzi and eight other firms of high reputation : then
followed a general uproar and universal outery which the Seig-
nory and Decemvirate with all their power found it difficult to
pacify. Nevertheless these exactions were not less rigorously

¢ Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. xxvii. and xxviii.
VOL! III. G
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enforced, while intelligence of Venice being about to join them
assisted in allaying the storm and threw a gleam of doubtful
comfort over the people *.

Lorenzo Ridolfi made repeated attempts to gain over the
Venetians by representing them as the next morsel for the
Milanese snake after swallowing Florence; but finally disgusted
by their indifference he, in a conference with the Doge and
Senate thus abruptly addressed them. * Seignors; Genoa
* because we refused to assist her against Duke Philip made
“ him her lord; we if not aided by you now in our present
* necessity will make him a king : but you, when all the rest of
“ ug are conquered and none even if inclined are able to assist
“ you; you I say will make him an emperor.” This plain truth
which he had otherwise frequently urged in vain, startled them
when thus shortly and distinetly announced ; and the arrival
of Carmagnola full of enmity against Philip confirmed their
decision. Francesco Carmagnola was amongst the first soldiers,
if not the first captain of Italy, and well acquainted with all
the troops plans secrets and resources of Visconte, for his
talents had recovered the duchy and he had long been that
prince's chief favourite and counsellor. Seeing Guido Torelli
and others preferred before him, his enemies more heeded, and
himself deprived of the Genoese government, he retired from
court, but having secret notice whether true or false, that Philip
intended to poison him now fled to Venice and proved his sin-
cerity, of which that government doubted, by this explanation.
He also discovered many of Visconte's secrets and his designs
ageinst Venice after the fall of Florence, most of which seem
to have been corroborated by confidential letters of Visconte
unfairly made use of by the Florentine government and sent to
Ridolfi for that purpose.

* Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1024.— Florence by attempting to seize Cor-
Corio, Parte v8, fol. 326, who asserts tona. Itisnot like him.
that Piccinino proved treacherous to
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A gentleman named Perino Turlo who enjoyed the favour
and confidence of Philip was taken in an attack on Faenza and
being carried prisoner to Florence there received his liberty
accompanied by great attentions and flattery and was finally dis-
missed (after declaring his belief that Philip wished the friend-
ship of Florence) with an earnest entreaty to make peace between
them. This was a scheme to ascertain Visconte’s real designs
on Venice in order to facilitate the pending negotiations with
that state ; but Perino soon returned with various propositions
of peace which Philip he said most earnestly desired, and as a
proof of his sincerity produced a carts-blanche besides several
letters which the Seignory instantly despatched to Venice be-
eanse they contained matter of infinite danger to that republic.
Lorenzo Ridolfi lost no time in showing them, and the Vene-
tians seeing the liberal offers therein made to Florence, the
bold confidence of the Florentine ambassador in urging the
league, the important communications and promises of Cer-
magnola, and the temptation of conquering Brescia which that
captain had promised, determined to accept the alliance, and
a treaty was completed early in 1426 *.

This league was to endure for tem years with conditions
extremely favourable to Venice whose real sources of
strength still lay ih commerce, and whose geographical
position gave her considerable advantages in treating with Flo-
rence to whom her cooperation both in force and situation was
of the last importance in & Lombard war. The Venetian ter-
ritory in that province from its recent acquisition had not yet
become an integral portion of her national strength ; it was but
a lucky addition to an already consolidated power; a power still
rising, absorptive, and hitherto unweakened by expansion, and
therefore might be again lost without much dismay, because no
national interests had as yet taken root or identified themselves

A.D. 1426.

* Corio, Parie iv., p. 325.—Boninsogui, Lib. i., p. 26—Cavalcanti, Lib. iii.,
cap. XXV, 2
G
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in any way with those provinces. But for Florence war with
Milan was ever a matter of vitality, and especially after so
many disasters; wherefore she eagerly consented to any con-
ditions, and peace, truce, or war, were now equally submitted
to the fiat of that cunning and unbending aristocracy. Venice
also made some jealous terms about the Alexandrian trade, was
moreover to have every conquest that might be achieved in
Lombardy, and Florence all those in Romagna and Tuscany not
already belonging to the church. Sixteen thousand cavalry and
eight thousand infantry were to constitute the minimum of the
combined force, and strong armaments of galleys on the Main,
and flotillas on the Po, were to act vigorously against Genoa and
every other tangible point of Visconte's territory. Pope Martin
refused to join, but Siena followed Florence. Niccolé marquis
of Ferrara accepted the command of the Florentines, and united
with the league for the promised acquisition of Lugo and Parma
if conquered. Amadeus duke of Savoy for his own especial
objects, the lord of Mantua, and other Lombard seignors, all
signed their names to it, and Francis Count Carmagnola was
appointed Generalissimo *, The Venetians alone brought into
the field eight thousand eight hundred and thirty horse and
eight thousand foot, the Florentines six thousand one hundred
and ten of the former and six thousand of the latter at an
expense of four, and three florins a month respectively, for every
soldier of each arm. To oppose them Philip had eight thousand
five hundred and fifty horse and eight thousand foot, his whole
revenue amounting to 54,000 florins monthly. Other authors
and among them Cagnola, make the allied armies amount to
much larger numbers and by the testimony of all there were
full seventy thousand of both hosts at Casa al Secco; but
Cambi gives the name and following of each particular leader;

* Cavaleanti, Lib. iii., cap. xxix.— segni, Lib. i., p. 26.—Cagnols, Stor.
Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1026.—Pog- Milan,, Lib. ii°, p. 36.—Corio, Parte
gio, Lib. v., pp. 151 to 155.—Bonin- v+, folio 326.
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those of Sforza, Piccinino, Pergols and Tolentino being by far
the most numerous of the private condottieri and equal to any
of the sovereign princes *.

War then commenced and Philip withdrew his troops from
Romagna : Carmagnola in performance of his promise marched
directly on Brescia: by means of a secret understanding with
the Avogadori family and other Guelphs all inhabiting one
particular quarter of the city and all hating Visconte, he easily
excited a revolt, and on the seventeenth of March made such a
lodgment there, as immediately enabled him to lay close siege
to the rest of the town. Brescia; one of the chief cities and
most celebrated manufactory of arms in Italy was then divided
into three distinct fortified districts each commanded by its
citadel ; and besides them a strong elevated castle which over-
looked the whole t.

At first Carmagnola was only master of the ground he stood
on, but the battle soon began with all the fury of an assault
and all the bitterness of civil war until Francesco Sforza who
defended it was forced to yield and the allies completed their
lodgment. As this news spread to Milan and Florence the
whole force of war concentrated round Brescia; Arezzo and
Romagna were soon cleared of troops, and reénforcements poured
in from every quarter. One continued scene of war and
blood ; of fire, rape, and robbery, attracted the attention of all
Italy for eight successive months; so that, to use the words

* Gio. Cambi Istoria, p. 169.—Caval-
canti, Lib. iv., cap. xvii.—Poggio,
Lib. v., p. 164.—Cagnola, Stor. di
Milano, Lib. ii., p. 37.

+ The celebrity of Brescia s 2 mann-
factory of arms was proverbial : when
e man was completely armed it was
not unusual to say “He has all
Brecia on his back.” “Iltale ha
tutta Brescia adosso.” In Lorenzo
Lippi's poem of Malmantile Racquis-
éato (Cantare primo, Stanza 30) we

have, “ La dove Brescia romoreggia
e splende,” to signify a battle by
poetically substituting the place itself
for the weapons and armour made
there.
1 Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. xxxi. and
xxxii, — Poggio, Lib. v., p. 155 to
158.—Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1032,
—Cagnola, Lib. ii°, p. 86, who places
;he revolt and attack of Brescia in
427.
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of Cavalcanti, “ never was any tavern so deluged with water
as this unfortunate city was with blood.” A ditch encom-
passed it so closely without that no succours could enter
to mitigate the general suffering; within, nothing was heard
but shrieks, weeping, and lamentation mingled with the shouts
of struggling warriors and the clang of arms : with a masterly
hand, almost incredible perseverance, and in face of the
whole Milanese army led by the greatest captains of the day,
did Carmagnola in a few months subdue the three citadels
successively, and finally, aided by the Ghibelines themselves,
in November 1426 that almost impregnable castle, the last
stronghold of Visconte, submitted to his arms. A well-directed
artillery which under the name of ‘ Bombarde” was now
becoming common in sieges materially assisted him, and
the castle at the moment of its surrender is described as exhi-
biting the appearance of a porcupine from the innumerable
arrows that covered its walls, all fixed in the seams of mortar;
a fact that does more honour to the zeal than the training
of Italian archers and crossbow-men *.

Thus fell Brescia as much to the shame of the Milanese
commanders as to the glory, of Carmagnola, for its capture was
admired as one of the greatest military exploits of that age and
added a noble territory to the Venetian republic.

Pope Martin who in consequence of his alliance with Philip
had from that prince’s necessities recovered not only the papal
cities in Romagna but others that never had legally belonged
to the church; at last bethought himself of reconciling the
belligerent states and through his exertions and Philip's diffi-
culties a general peace was signed at Venice on the thirtieth
of December 1426, by which Savoy retained possession of all
her conquests on the Milanese state ; Brescia and its territory

* Corio, 8tor. Mil., Parte v*, fol. 326. &c.—Cagnola, Lib. {i°, p. 37, who
—~Cavalcanti, Lib. iv., cap. vii, and says with Corio that the citadel held
phassim. — Poggio, Lib. v., p. 155, out for thirteen months.
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remained to Venice ; all places captured from Florence were
restored and her merchants relieved by Philip, as lord of
Genoa, from the obligation hitherto imposed on them of em-
barking their English and French goods in Genoese bottoms.
Milan was once more bound not to intermeddle with the affairs
of Bologna, Romagna, Tuscany, or any state between that city
and Rome, while Florence subscribed to the same conditions
as regarded Bologna and that part of Romagna not subject to
her sway *.

To the great satisfaction of Florence this treaty was pro-
claimed early in 1427. She had up to the ninth of
November with little or no advantage expended
2,500,000 florins and her ordinary war expenses were esti-
mated at about 70,000 amonth{. Upon this Giovanni Morelli
a cotemporary historian, exclaims, * Make war, promote war,
* nourish those who foment war; Florence has never been free
* from war, and never will until the heads of four leading citi-
** zens are annually chopped off upon the scaffold!.” So true
as it would appear if any credit may be given to cotem-
porary writers though influenced by the prevalent spirit of
faction, that private gain was the great aliment of foreign and
domestic war in Florence. Many were doubtless excited by
this motive ; more there perhaps than elsewhere because those
who could most benefit by war were the same that directed or
at least materially influenced their country's councils and were
likely to be personally interested either commercially or officially,
and generally frandulently, in the expenditure of public trea-
sure. But such facts must be cautiously received, we should not
be wholly, and we cannot always be justly swayed by them :
neither ought the evidence of any single testimony open to
and perhaps strongly imbued with the factious sympathies of
the time, completely command our belief although with an

A.D. 1427,

* Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1032. + Ammirato, Lib, zix., p. 1033,
% G. Morelli, Ricord., p. 73.
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apparently honest indignation it condemns the drama and the
actors, or so much of either as was permitted to be publicly
shown. The historian must take higher ground; he must
look from the judgment-seat, contemplate the broad course
and current of the age, thence form, and impartially pronounce
his opinion.

- In this view it would appear ; although Morelli is not sin-
gular in his assertions; that whatever might have been the
private views and motives of certain citizens the war itself
seems to have been justifiable as well for the especial safety of
Florence as the general independence of Italy. The power
talents and ambition of the Visconti were always formidable,
and to Florence alone was due the credit of baffling both their
insidious and open advances to universal empire. The cause
was good ; the mode of conducting it essentially vicious; inter-
nal corruption led to external disasters, and an able and faith-
less adversary rendered errors dangerous: taxation pressed
unequally and cruelly on the poor, until the new mode of con-
tribution by the Catasto descended like an April shower on a
‘parched and withering country. This law, described to Vis-
conte as being calculated to insure a constant supply of
money for the war, coupled with the loss of Brescia and
general success of the allies was what principally induced him
to seek a momentary respite in the form of peace, bat which
seems from the first to have been a mere stratagem to gain
time, dissolve the allied army and afterwards take his adversaries
unprepared. The Catasto worked for peace in another way,
inasmuch as it threw the great burden of expense on rich and
leading citizens who had almost escaped with impunity under the
former method of taxation; this also seems to have sharpened
their sagacity as to consequences, and made them consider that
if Philip fell, the Venetians with their growing taste for con-
tinental power would be more dangerous as an unchanging
ambitious state with steady views and determined purpose, than
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the fluctuating mortality of the Dukes of Milan. The Vene-
tians on the other hand although quite aware of the Florentine
policy were anxious to secure their new Brescian territory,
therefore interposed no obstacle to the negotiations *.

Such were the various reasons that facilitated the treaty of
Venice ; but the ink was scarcely dry when Philip either re-
penting of what he had done or pursuing his secret intentions,
with the certainty of for ever losing Brescia if he executed the
treaty, invited Carmagnola in person to take possession of
Chiari a fortified town forming a strong outwork to that city on
the road to Milan. Niccolé Tolentino suspecting treachery
dissuaded his general from doing so notwithstanding orders
from the Venetian Seignory, and his counsel was soon justified
by information that the detachment sent on this duty was sur-
rounded and cut to pieces within the walls. Visconte followed
up this by the equipment of a large flotilla on the Po, the aug-
mentation of his army with disbanded soldiers from the allies,
and a sudden renewal of hostilities+. The astonished league
almost immediately took the field with what troops remained,
the general having orders to make fierce war while a strong
armament was preparing to meet the enemy afloat and attack
all the vulnerable points on the left bank of the Po.

The first encounter was at Gottolengo: Carmagnola had
assembled his military cars, (which in those days were an indis-
pensable portion of .all armies for the rapid movements of in-
fantry) and filling them with crossbow-men attempted to sur-
prise the enemy. The Milanese however were too experi-
enced for this and mustering their whole force attacked him
unexpectedly while in some confusion on his march, and
nearly defeated the whole army : Carmagnola however rallied
his people and after restoring order, began an obstinate
contest, ,

#* Cavalcanti, Lib, iv., cap. x. Cagnola nor Corio seem to think ne-
+ So short was the peace that neither cessary even to mention it.
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The heat was excessive, the dust intolerable, the visors of
helmets, the eyes and nostrils of the combatants were all
choked up so that respiration became almost impossible. The
Milanese were supplied with wine and water by the female
peasantry, but such was the dust and obscurity that friend and
foe seemed alike unknown and many of the allies received re-
freshment even from the handsof their enemies. Numbers fell
from their horses overpowered by heat and dust; the plain
was strewed with lances shields and wounded men; horses were
galloping wildly about the field, some with saddles, some
without ; others had them turned under their belly, and many
men threw off all their armour to escape suffocation. Piccinino
was conspicuous beyond the rest in knightly daring, and his
lance’s point was felt throughout the throng; for this battle
excepting amongst the infantry seems to have been a confused
mass of single combats, more like the mélée of a tournament
than a scientific fight of disciplined soldiers ; but the footmen
in firm well-ordered battalions with lowered spears charged
and withstood the charges of the men-at-arms killing both
them and their horses.

When the struggle had lasted some hours and the allies
were ready to give way, the Marquis of Mantua, hitherto
deceived by false reports from a cowardly fugitive, came sud-
denly up with his followers and dashing forward saved all
the cavalry and restored the day. The retreat was simulta-
neausly sounded on both sides, each host had been three times
broken, all but the infantry, who seem to have by their disci-
pline preserved the rest *.

The ducal forces throughout these two campaigns were
smaller in numbers than the allies, but better soldiers and with
a greater number of more able commanders ; yet they were un-
successful for want of a common chief, while Carmagnola was
implicitly obeyed, and all his advantages were gained by bring-

* Cavalcanti, Lib. iv., cap xii,
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ing superior numbers against the weakest points of the enemy.
To remedy this Visconte appointed young Carlo de’ Malatesti
of Pesaro as his captain-general ; a youth of no experience but
whose high rank and family reputation were likely to restrain
the continual bickering of the chiefs.

Meanwhile Carmagnola angry at the somewhat disgraceful
affair of Gottolinga conceived the idea of surprising Cremona
8 thoroughly Guelphic city and disaffected to every Ghibeline
authority : with this view he took up a strong position at Sommo
close to the town, intrenched and fortified his camp with a
thousand war-cars as was his custom, and trusted to those within
the city for ultimate success. Philip, for the above reasons,
became alarmed, wherefore assembling a large force and in-
stantly embarking on the Po he at once occupied and saved
Cremona. A council of war was of opinion that the enemy
should be attacked hecause Cremona secured their own safety in
case of defeat and a victory would almost insure the fall of
Mantua. To protect that place the army was encamped in an
open space about half a mile wide contained between the city
walls and the surrounding ditch, called «“ Le Cerchis di Cre-
mona " the defence of which involved that of the city itself:
but as the circuit was large a continual stream of armed pea-
santry came pouring in at their prince’s call, ranged under
various flags and banners and augmenting the aggregate of
both armies to full seventy thousand combatants*. The allies
were superior in the number of regular troops, the Milanese
in experience and discipline, and held themselves fully equal
to their antagonists independent of the peasantry: these
however in the unsettled state of that time and country knew

* Historians do not positively say that men of cavalry and infantry alone in
this enormous force included the armed the two armies; Cagnols says posi-
possantry but from their own state- tively that Visconte had thirty thou-
ments it can in no other way be ac- sand and Carmagnola forty thousand
counted for, yet easily by that; be- men under condottieri, (Lib. ii%,
cause at the lowest estimate there p. 37.)

were upwards of forty-five thousand
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well how to handle their weapons though despised by the
condottieri, who represented them to Philip as useful to fill up
ditches and as convenient marks for exhausting the adverse
missiles and sparing the regular troops; however their vast
numbers would it was said excite fear, ‘‘ the true harbinger
of defeat.”

Battle being resolved on, a corps of light-armed troops was
sent forward to begin, but these were quickly driven in on
the main body by Taliano Furlano one of the adverse chiefs
who seeing the Milanese cavalry already formed and the
whole country as far as the eye could reach covered with ban-
ners instantly turned to give the alarm. Carmagnola was soon
in his saddle and personally directing the defence of a narrow
pass protected by a broad and deep ditch which the enemy
would be compelled to win ere his main body could be attacked.
This was thickly lined with veteran soldiers and the road
within it flanked by a body of eight thousand infantry armed
with the spear and crossbow, and posted in an almost impe-
netrable thicket closely bordering on the public way. This pass
was called *“ La Casa-al-Secco,” and Agnolo della Pergola first
appeared before it with his followers, supported by a crowd of
peasantry * : the ditch was deep broad and well defended, and
an increasing shower of arrows galled his people so sorely that
he at once resolved to use the rural bands as a means of filling
it. Driving the peasant multitude forward he ordered the
regular troops to put every luckless clown to death who
turned his face from the enemy; so that these wretches
with the spear at their back and the crossbow in front fell
like grass under the scythe of the husbandman. But they
were more useful in death: by Agnolo’s command both killed
and wounded, all who fell, were rolled promiscuously into

* Ammirato who copies Corio gives his manner of relating it would appear
the leading of this attack to Sforza. I tohave been presentatthe battle,which
have followed Cavalcanti who from happened on 12 July, 1427,
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this universal grave, covered up with mould and buried alto
gether. Here were to be seen distracted fathers with un-
steady hend shovelling clods upon the bodies of dead and
wounded sons; sons heaping earth on their fathers’ heads ;
brothers covering the bloody remains of brothers; uncles ne-
phews’; nephews uncles’; all clotted in this horrid compost !
If the wretches turned, a friend’s lance or dart was instantly
through their body; if they stood, an enemy's shaft or javelin
no less sharply pierced them; alive they filled the pit with
sons and brothers, dead or wounded with themselves! They
worked and died by thousands: even the very soldiers that
opposed them at last took pity and aimed their weapons only
at armed men. “ And as a reward for this,” exclaims Caval-
canti, * God lent us strength and courage.” Nevertheless so
many were thus cruelly sacrificed that the moat was soon filled
to the utmost level of its banks with earth and flesh and human
blood, and then the knights giving spurs to their steeds dashed
proudly over this infernal causeway ! It was now that the fight
commenced, fresh squadrons poured in on every side and all
rushed madly to the combat, for on this bloody spot the day
was to be decided. ¢ Here,” says Cavalcanti, *began the
fierce and mortal struggle; here every knight led up his fol-
lowers and did noble deeds of arms; here were the shivered
lances flying to pieces in the air, cavaliers lifeless on the
ground and all the field bestrewed with dead and dying!
Here too was seen young Carlo Malatesta, himself and courser
cased complete in mail, and a golden mantle streaming from
his shoulders! Whoever has not seen him has not seen the
pride of armies ! * Here was store of blood, and lack of joy and
fear and doubt hung hard on every mind! Nothing was heard
but the clang of arms, the shock of lances, the tempest of

% This is probably intended as a mere amongst friends or enemies who both
sarcasm on Carlo Malatesta's vanity blamed Philip for his choice of a ge-
and imbecility, for he had neither ex- neral. (See Corio, Parte v*, p. 328.)
perience nor reputation in arms, either
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cavalry, and the groans, and cries, and shouts of either host !
The sun was flaming, the suffering dreadful, the thirst intole-
rable; everything seemed to burn, all conspired against the
wish of men, but the Cremonese women brought refreshments
to our enemies.”

The whole battle appears to have been concentrated in this
pass so that numbers made but little difference on either side ;
nevertheless the Milanese chivalry were severely handled by the
veterans in the wood who kept up a continual discharge of arrows
on horse and man from the moment the ditch was passed, or else
ran in with their lances and speared them. As many died from
exhaustion and suffocation as from blows, for the battle was
fought early in July and lasted from two hours after sunrise
until evening; others it is said expired from the stench of
carnage rapidly corrupted by excessive heat: Carmagmola
forced by circumstances into the thickest fight was unhorsed
and a hard conflict between those who tried to save, and those
who wished to take him prisoner soon concentrated all the
knightly prowess of both armies »ound his person: he was
remounted, and dust and confusion saved him more than once,
as they did Niccolé Piccinino, besides other leaders on both sides
from being recogmised and captured. The squadrons charged
and recharged in dust and darkness; no standards could be
seen; the voice alone revealed a friend; and when a retreat
was sounded whole troops of cavalry ranged themselves under
adverse banners in total ignorance of their own position. One
attack was made by a strong detachment upon the baggage and
for a while placed the allies in great danger; but being finally
repulsed with the loss of five hundred prisoners a general retreat
was sounded : the captives were equal, yet as the allies held
their ground and saved the camp the victory of * Casa-al-
Secco " was fairly claimed by Carmagnola*.

* Gio, Cavalcanti, Lib. iv., cap. xiv. —S8. Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1037.—
~—Poggio Bracciolini, Lib. vi., p. 166. Muratori, Annali, Anno 1427.—Dom.
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Philip previous to this battle had endeavoured to balance his
ill success by a naval victory: the Venetian armament on the
Po had been extremely active, and to check it he placed a
strong squadron under the orders of Pacino Eustachio of Pavia
with instructions to lose no time in bringing the enemy to
action. The latter commanded by Francesco Bembo did not
shun the encounter, which took place near Brescello ; but losing
three galleons in the commencement, Bembo doubtful of con-
sequences, with that rapid and bold decision that marks a
superior mind suddenly discontinued the contest and with-
drawing all the crossbow-men from his remaining galleons
manned them with the crews of others armed only with spears,
swords, spontoons, battle-axes, and short arms of every descrip-
tion. These he placed in the van, while the galleons thus
emptied were manned with crossbow-men alone and stationed
close in the rear of his first line, with rigid orders under the
penalty of death, to kill either himself or any other man that
should turn from the enemy. He then renewed the attack.

With the Milanese in front; in their rear the levelled cross-
bows ready to shoot into the first vessel that gave way and
themselves armed only with short weapons, the Venetian
sailors were compelled either to fight hand to hand with their
enemies or be transfixed without resistance by their own or
adverse missiles. The Lombards were thus rendered the
less formidable of the two, and the closer the fight the more
safety, because free from the arrows of either squadron: thus
excited the galleons were resolutely run along-side those of the
enemy and lashed there, and the battle became more fierce
and obstinate; the Venmetian mariners, chiefly Greeks and
Sclavonians, are described as displaying all the courage sagacity
and savage fury of those nations. ’

The scene was appalling; no room for tactics, no hope in

Boninsegni, Mem.,, Lib, i., p. 29.— Gio. Pietro Cagnola, Stor. Mil., Lib.
Bernardino Corio, Parte v., p. 827.— ii°, p. 36.
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flight; man encountered man with the eye and hand of death ;
the struggle was personal, unrelentiug, resolute; a struggle
for existence, not for victory: the Venetians, pressed by &
double danger had no other hope; the Greeks of Crete and
Negropont with the Sclavonian crews performed such deeds as
have been rarely equalled and never yet surpassed. Springing
with the force of tigers on their prey it many times happened
that when the Italian spear had pierced a Sclavonian body,
the wounded man would seize and draw himself forward on
the slippery staff until he grappled his enemy and then both
rolled struggling into the stream below! Again, two running
each other through at the same moment and sternly follow-
ing up their thrust would close and wrestle as long as life
endured, or fall while yet writhing into the bloody Po ;- for
that great stream, full, and broad, and ample as it was, became
strongly crimsoned ! Pacino at last gave way, and with a fow
as yet ungrappled galleys made good his flight, but left four-
teen captured vessels in the hands of Venice *.

After the battle of ** Casa-al-Secco” Carmagmola, who as
Cavalcanti asserts was now at the head of 50,000 tighting men,
laid siege to Casal Maggiore on the Po and recaptured Bina
which Sforza had surprised: he then reduced the former and
both armies cautiously manceuvred, narrowly watching each
other's motions until the beginning of October, when the allies
were besieging Pompeiano a town situated about six miles
from Brescia on the high road to Crema. While Malatesta
was absent with Philip the Milanese captains had so placed
their army as to impede the enemy's progress without risking
8 general engagement, but.when Carlo returned he posted
himself between Macalo (now Maclodio) and the allies, with an
intention to succour the besieged. The two camps only four

® Poggio, Ammirato and Corio say v*, p. 327, — Ammirato, Lib. xix.,
that the Duke lost but eight galleys p. 1034.—Cavalcanti, Lib. iv., cap.
in this bloody encounter which oc- xv.—Poggio, Lib. v., p. 163.—Mura-
curred on 21 May, 1427.—Corio, Parte tori, An. 1427.
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miles ‘asunder were separated by what then was an extensive
swamp, now a fertile plain; what was then fetid black and
stagnant pools full of reeds and thorns, and swarming with
snakes and every loathsome reptile; now abounding in corn
and vines and mulberries. The high road from Orci Novi on
the Oglio to Pompeiano and Brescia ran like a causeway
through this waste and passed by a wooden bridge over a
channel of deep water that connected the opposite marshes.
Adjoining the swamp and bridge one side of the road was
flanked by an extensive wood, so thick and wild and full of
savage beasts, that both men and domestic cattle shunned it.
Just at the bridge-head the road entered a sort of inclosed
space or bason of solid earth in the midst of the marshes; a
sort of trap from which no army once entered and cut off from
the bridge could hope to escape except by the destruction of a
superior enemy.

Niccolé Tolentino a leader of great influence having examined
this ground advised Carmagnola to occupy the position while
he and his friend Bernardino with a strong division of the army
concealed themselves in the wood on the other side of the
bridge and awaited Carlo's advance who it was supposed would
run headlong into the trap. This suggestion was followed ;
the ambuscade was posted in the wood that night, and the
other troops were under arms at daylight: Carlo Malatesta on
the other hand whether for the reasons mentioned by Corio*

® Scarcely two authors agree in their others (which are also Muratori’s au-
accounts of this battle which was thorities) gives a different account:
fought on the 11th October 1427. Poggio and Cavalcanti, (the latter
Cagnola, whom Corio copies, Corio evidently unknown both to Ammirato
himself, and Ammirato who copies and Sismondi) sgree more nearly are
him, say that Carlo was entrapped into both cotemporary authors, and Caval-
fighting it by his wish of being p t canti apparently an actor in the scenes
ata single combat between two sol- he describes; wherefore as being least
diers one from each army to which he known and more minute, though some-
snd his people went unarmed although what poetical, I have principally fol-
no truce existed.  Sismondi quoting lowed him.

Andrea Bigla, Simonetta, Redusio and

YOr. I, I
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or & wilful determination to fight, was on his march by dawn
of day: he soon crossed the bridge and entered the trap with
loud shouts of “* Viva il Duca” * Viva il Duca.” Carmagnola
had marshalled his army in the shape of a crescent and slowly
retired before him, but still deepening his centre as if fearful
of the encounter. When he heard that all had entered he
exclaimed, * They are caught,” and from a rising ground shortly
addressed his people before the battle.

The instant that the enemy’s rear was well over the bridge
and engaged with their antagonists Bernardino darted like
lightning from the wood and seized it at the head of a thousand
horse : he was rapidly followed by Tolentino with a much larger
force, but leaving the latter to defend the bridge he snatched up a
heavy and well-pointed lance and with two hundred men-at-arms
dashed deep into the Milanese rear with loud cries and great
confusion. The two horns of the crescent then rapidly closed in ;
Carmagnola charged in front; the crossbows pleyed unceasingly
from every thicket; “ San Marco,” * Duca,” and “ Marzocco " *
resounded through the field, « The shouts of men the neighing
of horses, the shock of lances, the tempest of swords was so
great,” says Cavalcanti, ¢ that the loudest thunder might have
rolled above unheeded. The wild beasts fled in terror through
the woods and in these infernal swamps many swarms of serpents
were seen rustling through the reeds at the unwonted uproar!”
* O reader think how cruel must have been this conflict when
80 many animals enemies to our nature fled in so wild affright !
All was terror and distraction; Niccoldo held steadily to the
bridge ; many were driven into the marshes or dragged by their
stirrups through them; the flights of arrows were sometimes
8o dense as to obscure the sun, and this deadly archery did infi-
nite mischief; the air itself seemed changed and terrified, and
this great multitude was full of groaning, blood, and death!”
Every hope of victory at length vanished and the Milanese

¢ “ Mareocco™ was the lion of Florence and the usual battle-cry of her armies,
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broke, surrendered, and fled in all directions: Carlo Malatesta
and eight thousand prisoners laid down their arms, but strange
to say, almost all were then or subsequently permitted to escape
by Carmagnols; and this first sowed the seeds of Venetian
Jjealousy *,

Guido Torelli, Piccinino, and Francesco Sforza escaped, and
by the next morning all but four hundred prisoners had ob-
tained their liberty : this produced strong remonstrances from
the Venetian commissaries, upon which Carmagnola sent for
the remaining captives and said to them **Since my soldiers
* have given your comrades their liberty I will not be behind
** them in generosity : depart, you also are free.” This battle
was the climax of Carmagnola’s glory : whether he were unwill-
ing to reduce his old patron too low, or was secretly influenced
by the desire of peace and the recovery of his wife and children
who were in Visconte's hands, or by less honourable motives,
seems uncertain ; but his subsequent efforts were insignificant.
There is no doubt says Poggio that he could that day have
destroyed Philip if he had retained the prisoners who were the
flower of that prince's army; but according to the custom of
modern soldiers they remained as lookers-on, intent only on
dividing the booty and let the men-at-arms go free +.

None of this was lost on the Venetians ; but not a reproach
was heard, not a sentence uttered, no sign of displeasure
reached his ear: he could still be useful, was adding bit by bit
to their conquests and as yet in too formidable a position to be
struck : on the contrary, as was their usual custom when medi-
tating the sacrifice of a victim, more deference was shown him ;
more respect paid him ; but he was not forgotten.

The liberated army of Milan was soon remounted equipped
and in the field; for most of these battles involved the waste

¢ Cavaleanti, Lib. iv., cap. xvii.— Sismondi, vol. vi, p. 257.—Cagnola,
Corio, Parte v, p. 828.—Poggio, Lib, Stor. Mil,, Lib. ii°, p. 38.

vi, p. 168.—Ammirato, Lib. xix., + Poggio, Lib. vi.,, p. 168.
p. 1041, — Muratori, Anno 1427.—

H2
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of more money than blood as dead men paid no ransoms, and
Visconte had ample resources. He nevertheless became
alarmed at his actual position and sought new strength by
rousing the emperor Sigismund against Venice, by marrying his
daughter Maria to the Duke of Savoy, and by stirring up the
poor remnants of the Carrara and La Scala families to agitate
Padua and Verona. He met these difficulties with an able head
and a bold countenance, but was in fact a strange character and
differing according to cotemporary writers from all other men.
No stability, no confidence, no belief, no firmness of purpose ;
mutable as the wind, no regard to promises, unsteady in his
friendships, and prone to sudden antlpa.t.hles against those who
were apparently his dearest friends: cunning, sagacious, vain
of his own judgment, despising that of others: whimsically
pacific and warlike by turns; fond of a solitary life he was
rarely visible but governed through his ministers and tempo-
rary favourites, and thence no doubt proceeded many of his
worst misfortunes *.
A slight check before Genoa, more important from the heroic
AD. 1, death of Tommaso Frescobaldi than from any other
injury, in some degree damped the joy of Florence for
this recent victory. Frescobaldi had distinguished himself as
Florentine commissary in the Aretine district by an able and
vigorous conduct under very trying difficulties and a total neglect
of him by the government : nevertheless he perseveringly with-
stood the Milanese forces until the siege of Brescia relieved him.
Indignant at this treatment he personally and boldly reproached
the Ten of War with their conduct, and in no measured terms:
Niccolé d'Uzzano tried to soothe him and was respectfully heard ;
but Vieri Guadagni so impatiently rated him as to be told by
Tommaso that nothing but his high official dignity was a protec-
tion from personal chastisement. Niccolo who fully appreciated
the worth of Frescobaldi reproved Vieri for his intemperance

* Poggio, Lib. v., p. 361.
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and that citizen was soon after sent as commissary to conduct the
war against Genoa where for a while his vigour and ability were
no less conspicuous than before. At last Fregoso and the Flo-
rentines were defeated in an attempt to enter Genoa and
Tommaso, who fought to the last, after all were routed was
wounded and meade prisoner. The governor, a stern and cruel
man, promised him life liberty and reward if he would divulge
his government's secrets and say who within the city of Genoa
were in league with Campo Fregoso; but the alternative of
death and torture if he refused. To this Frescobaldi firmly
answered, “ Obizzino, if for my silence on the subject of state
* secrets thou wilt put me to death, abandon all hope of knowing
* those things that duty to my country and constancy of pur-
“ pose, even did I know them, would prevent my revealing :
* and as I have no hope of mercy from thee so thou needest
*“ not expect any disclosures from me, for even if I were informed
¢ I would not tell thee.” He was instantly put to the torture,
his wounds broke out afresh in the agony; but he died with-
out uttering a syllable. A noble example for his living
descendants ! *

Florence now wished earnestly for peace because she could
no longer expect to gain anything by war and a continually
augmenting expense was exhausting her resources: the more
equal action of the Catasto promoted this wish because the rich
and great now bore the principal burden. They again argued,
and rightly too, that if war continued Philip must lose his state,
which Venice, not Florence, would gain by the very conditions
of the league, and thence with augmented power become more
formidable than Visconte himself, for there would then be none
but Florence to oppose her. Naples, ruled by a weak licentious
woman was distracted ; the pontiff would not move ; the emperor
would be shut out by Venice who held the keys of Italy, and
France was far too distant : better, it was once more repeated,

*# Cavalcanti, Lib. iv, cap. ii°, and iv°.—Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1043,
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to have an unenduring enemy than an everlasting and over-
powerful neighbour. Venice had now acquired a taste for
Italian conquest, and the petty acquisitions of Carmagnola were
still adding to her territory ; but her suspicions were awake and
she finally consented to treat while Visconte was really anxious
for peace in consequence of his recent overthrow. The sincerity
of all parties soon produced its effects and the cardinal of Santa
Croce at last restored tranquillity by accomplishing the signa-
ture of a treaty at Ferrara about the middle of April 1428 after
nearly five years of constant hostilities. The cost of this long
and ruinous war according to Cavalcanti amounted to three
millions and a half of florins, according to Macchiavelli three
millions and fifty thousand *.

The Florentines gained nothing by it but & heavy debt and
the institution of the Catasto; the Venetians in addition to
Brescia gained part of the Cremonese state with Bergamo and
its territory as far as the Adda which now became their western
boundary. Thus says Cavalcanti by the operation of wicked
citizens our people were loaded with poverty, the Venetians
with riches and territory ; and pride and covetousness was the
cause of all4.

Cotzuporary Monancrs.—England : Henry V. until 1422; then H
V1.—Scotland : James I.—France : Charles V1. aud VIL the last in 1422.—
Castile : John II.—Aragon : Ferdinand of Castile to 1416, then Alfonso or
Alonso V.—Portugal : Jobn I.—German Emperor: Sigismund of Luxem-
burg.—Greek Emperor : Manuel II. to 1425; then Jobn VII.—Ottoman
Emperor : Mohammed 1. to 1421 ; then Murad or Amurath IL-—Naplos:
Giovanna I1.—Sicily: Alfonso or Alonzo V. of Aragon.—Pupal See vacant from
1415 to 1417 ; then Martin V. to 1431,

* Cavalcanti, Lib, iv., cap. xviii. — p.30.—Macchiavelli, Stor. Fiorentina.
Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1043.—Pog- _ Lib. iv.—Muratori Annali, Annol 428,
gio, Lib. vi., p. 166.—Corio, Parte v., —Cagnola, Stor. Mil,, Lib. ii°, p. 39.
p- 828.—Gio. Morelli, p. 78.—Gio. °t Cavaleanti, Lib, iv., cap. xix.—Mac-
Cambi, p. 173.—Dom®°. Boninsegni, chiavelli, Lib, iv.

Mem®, dells Cittd di Firenze, Lib. i,
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CHAPTER XXXI.

FROM A.D. 1428 TO A.D. 1430.

—_—

TAXATION iS requisite, but all taxation is essentially unjust
because it can never be fairly distributed and strikes hardest
on those who are most helpless and indigent: by AD. 1496
obliging all who enjoy more than the necessaries of ~~
life to abridge their superfluities, thus diminishing employ-
ment and with it the means of existence, taxation descends
with increasing force through the various classes of society
and falls with a crushing weight upon the poor. These pos-
sessing no superfluities have both their moral and physical suf-
ferings unduly augmented, and being deprived of a sufficiency
their lives are shortened in the trial ; for though they seem to
wither by the hand of God man accelerates the blow. Yet
extreme evils generally, and often too roughly, work out their
own cure; the war just finished brought war's usual effects,
expense, debt, and unjust taxation; for that of Florence was
disgracefully abused and painfully unequal in its distribution :
nevertheless this very excess of suffering ended like the pains
of labour, in great consolation; and the birth of a new mode
of taxation under the name of “ Catasto” spread a smile of
satisfaction over the whole commonwealth.

But before we describe this celebrated act of national justice;
which was chiefly due to the policy or patriotism of Giovanni
de’ Medici ; it will be expedient to offer & short recapitulation
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of some earlier events connected with that subject. The revo-
lutions of 1893 and 1894, the timidity or prudence of Vieri
de’ Medici ; the banishment of Alberti, Donato Acciajuoli, Ale-
manno di Salvestro and others of the Medici family ; together
with the failure of the Cavicciulli and Ricci conspiracy in 1396,
and that of Galeazzo Visconte in 1400, all combined to add
strength and firmness to Maso degli Albizzi's able but despotic
and unscrupulous sway. Not that he or any leaders of his party
usurped or held the regular magistracies illegally, but they
managed to fill theelection purses with adherents'names, and not
only secured their own appointment to every Balia but contrived
also to retain the power of proposing these dictatorships when-
ever it suited them. Their aim was to perpetrate despotism
by repressing the middle and lower classes of artisans and
subduing their leaders amongst the noble popolani, such for
instance as the Ricci, Alberti, and others ; but more especially
the Medici, who had acquired a dangerous distinction by the
reputation of Salvestro and Vieri, by popular attachment and by
the enmity of their political antagonists, This policy was for
a while most rigidly pursued, but finally the confidence arising
from undisputed power, disagreements amongst themselves,
mutual jealousy, and above all the death of Maso degli Albizzi,
altogether slackened their vigilance, and the Medici, who had
been gradually increasing in opulence and public estimation,
became again politically conspicuous and were silently creeping
into the highest official dignities, when as it were to crown
their triumph Giovanni di Bicci appeared as gonfalonier of
justice in 1421.  His assumption of this high office had been
foreseen by means then well known in the political tactics of
Florence, and Niceolo da Uzzano strenuously endeavoured to
prevent it: but either from jealousy of his position as the most
powerful citizen, or confidence in the mild and upright charac-
ter of Giovanni, or an undue reliance on their own power,
Uzzino's advice was unheeded and the appointment took place,
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Nor did any immediate consequences ensue; Giovanni was
neither revengeful nor, according to most accounts, ambitious ;
nor greedy of personal gain: he probably saw more evil in the
means of revolution than utility in its accomplishment by the
abasement of a political adversary; the public good seems to
have been his great work and he accomplished it more quietly
and effectually by milder ways. Nevertheless this reopened
the door of public honours and employment to that family, and
his son Cosino who had previously conducted some diplomatic
missions became one of the Seignory in 1428 : but it ended as
Niecolo da Uzzano had foreseen in the Albizzi's destruction
and ultimate downfall of their party *.

The exaltation of Giovanni inspired new hopes, not only in
the artisans, but amongst a large mass of superior citizens who
were tired of a proud and imperious oligarchy regardless of
public good and disdaining to conciliate the people by any boon
that might soften the recollection of all that excessive rigour
which was made use of in the establishment of their existing
authority. Neither were these oligarchs contented with nega-
tive evil nor the exclusion of a large mass of citizens from
every chance of official employment, but even the latter's pos-
sessions were no longer safe from rapacity and extortion, from
undue and unjust taxation. In such a state of public feeling
Giovanni grew daily more popular, and as the acknowledged
centre of all men’s hope became the confessed though involun-
tary head of discontented citizens.

The two wars, against Philip and Ladislaus, increased public
dissatisfaction, not however so much from aversion to hostilities
as arbitrary taxation imposed by the sole will of the ruling
faction. The wealthy were spared and the poor oppressed ;
war was said to be made not for public benefit or necessary de-
fence, but without any real occasion, to enrich rulers and abase

* Ammirato, Lib, xviii., p. 992, — Filippo di Nerli Commentary, Lib. ii,,
p. 35.
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the people; and this cry was loud deep and general*. The
effects of such policy on public opinion have already been
noticed ¢ as well as the * Uzzaneschi's " determination to devise
some mode of retaining that power and licence which they had
already enjoyed for two-and-thirty years}. Rinaldo Gianfig-
lazzi had died in 1425, but Niccolé da Uzzano was still vigor-
ous and both able and willing to take a lead in that financial
agitation which in 1426 convulsed all classes; the rich by the
last severe imposition of twenty-five per cent. on their incomes ;
the poor by positive suffering and inability to pay up their
arrears. The former were resolved if possible to preserve
their ancient exemptions and repel the audacious crowd ; men
who while daily gathering political strength had by their influ-
ence in the councils not only nominated the committee of
finance which imposed the new tax, but defeated every attempt
at its abolition.

For this growing power of the plebeians the Uzzaneschi
blamed those in office, as by a careless admission of every new
upstart to civic honours they had filled the palace with men of
yesterday who only looked for able leaders to effect an entire
revolution§. Thus determined they waited for a favourable
occasion and this came with the election of Lorenzo Ridolfi and
Francesco Gianfiglazzi respectively as prior and gon-
falonier of justice in July 1426. Seventy principal
citizens of their party assembled by permission of this chief
magistrate in Saint Stephen’s church, where Rinaldo degli
Albizzi in a long oration implored them to sink all former
quarrels in oblivion and unite for the common good, because
said he disunion had given them such colleagues in political
power as their ancestors would hardly have accepted for domes-
tic servants. “ You,” exclaimed Rinaldo, ¢ are the community ;
« you are the honour, you are the council of this city, therefore
® Nerli Commentari de’ Fatti Civili } Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1026.

di Firenze, Lib. ii°, p. 36. 8 Ibid, p. 1027.
4 Vide ch. xxx., p. 74.

A.D. 1428,
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¢ your acts are those of the commonwealth. Through enmity
* to others you have injured yourselves; you have made bad
* worse, heaped errors on errors, and filled the election purses
‘“ with so many vulgar and mechanic names that their voices
‘ out-number all your suffrages. Recollect that in every com-
‘“ munity there is a never-ending hatred existing between the
* noble citizen and artisan ; not that we ourselves are strictly
* gpeaking noble; but we are noble compared with those whom
““we have made our fellows; men from Empoli, the Mugello
“and elsewhere; some even who came here as servants and
‘ are now our equals in the public government. Would that
‘ they were content with that; but they want to be masters
“and to make us their servants ! Why, they are not only eager
“ to favour every measure that may injure you and other citi-
*“ zens but are the first inventors and promoters of them. If
“there be a question of war they support it, and whisper
“ amongst themselves, ‘We cannot lose ; because if it succeed
¢« we shall be along with them in office and will fill the election
« purses with our own people—and if not, what is it to us?
“ We run no risk; our shops bring as much in as goes out ;
“we have neither lands nor funded property, wherefore our
* taxes are small and war to us is more useful than injurious.
¢ Our hope of gain will be the hope of victory, because then we
¢ ghall share in the spoils; and moreover the city during war
¢ ig full of soldiers who come to equip themselves ; and money
¢ i plentiful, and profits good.’ Citizens,” continued Rinaldo,
¢ consider that your ruin is their glory and exaltation; the
« war of wolves is the peace of lambs (and they call themselves
« the lambs and us the wolves,) therefore they oppose all your
“ measures and seek your ruin. They have no love for the
« republic, it costs them nothing; they know not even whence
« they came : how can they love others who care not for their
“own? I have seen a peasant from the contado come to visit
“*his son in Florence and have heard the son thus welcome
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“him. ‘When did you come? When will you go?’ By
* which he plainly showed that his father’'s absence was by far
* the most acceptable. Again I have seen others who forbad
* their parents to acknowledge them, ashamed of being known
« as the children of ploughmen and day-labourers! Well then
“ what love can such as these bear to you or your republic
“ when they have none for their own nearest kinsfolk? Certes
‘“ those who believe in a peasant’s love are most lamentably
“ deceived. Between gentle and simple there is no difference
<« at birth or death, but in their intermediate life and habits the
« difference is immeasurable, and mostly in their affections ;
* the gentleman loves and the peasant fears, and between the
“ peasant and mechanic I say there is little dissimilarity, so
‘“ that you may see where your own dissensions have placed
“you. Your original territory did not reach beyond Galuzzo
“ and Trespiano, and all since acquired can scarcely be called
“ your dominion, but rather that of the people whose faithful
* vassals these upstarts were before they removed to Florence ;
* wherefore their affection is rather with our primitive enemies
‘ than in your republic and they naturally desire your ruin.
* You must protect yourselves: do you not see that they have
* imposed extravagant taxes on all that hold the reins of
‘“ government? Do you not see that these will not satisfy
““them ? You have neither demanded new customs nor strange
*laws, but ancient long-standing native usages! In cases of
“ extreme taxation appeals have ever been received and listened
“ to, in order that unreasonable impositions might be corrected
“and abated; yet these people will admit nothing, but want
“ rather to set aside our ancient habits of appeal. You are
“aware that long-established custom is identical with law and
* whoso departs from law renounces life and civil liberty. They
“only seek your ruin: do you believe that they forget the
“ brutality of their fathers ? that they know not how their per-
* fidy trampled down your progenitors ? Search your cloisters
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* and there you will find the festering bodies of your sires and
‘“kinsmen! Look at the palace walls still stained with the
* blood of so many and such citizens that by their hands all
* Italy might have been bravely governed! What place is
‘* there that was not filled with the cries of widows and of
*“ orphans ? with mourning, with tearful eyes end dolorous
“ aspects ? Do ye not now hear the voices of wretched mothers
“and orphans, and deserted children crying aloud unto you,
¢« Have no companionship with those who have murdered our
‘* husbands and our fathers the honour and glory of this repub-
“Ue.’ Do .you not hear them ? Where is the place that shows
* not marks of their devastations and burnings ? Forty unhappy
“ months and more did they hold this people in servitude !
“ How many exiles ? how many perpetual banishments ? how
“ many noble citizens were falsely accused and fell by the axe,
« the knife, or the poison? and every foreign city was filled
*“ with your unhappy forefathers! Wherefore I beseech you
“ not to persevere in your dissensions lest they prove the match
* to such another fire as Bardo Mancini extinguished (in 1387).
¢ Commit no more errors, have no fellowship with those that
“ want to trample you under foot and already indicate your
* danger by their doings. You have mingled the clods of Cer-
« taldo Figline and such towns with other useless races in your
* government and not even to your own peasantry have you
“ vouchsafed the honours of the magistracy ; but a barbarous
 mixture of pedlars and hawkers with their shops on their
« shoulders have carried your standard of justice! To such as
* these you have added admonished citizens and rank Ghibe-
* lines who as you well know were always enemies to Guelphic
“rule; and you bave neglected your own nobles! This you
“ will say was for the insufferable pride of their ancestors:
I do not deny that such pride was abominable and insuffer-
“ able, but the present vexation of vile plebeians is at least
“ equal to the past haughtiness of our ancient nobility. Shall
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*“ we now term it intolerable pride if one of the Bardi wishes
“ to be greater than the grandson of Piero Ramini or the son
* of Salvestro the baker? Is it not just that the Rossi should
« precede the Stucchi rather than the Stucchi the Rossi? or
« that a dignity should not be denied to the Frescobaldi which
“is granted to Stuppino?* But our nobles do not contend
“for this, they ask only equality, and I say that this is not
* pride but merely natural rights commanded by the greatness
“and nobility of our republic. And yet you have neglected
‘ the nobles, and of your enemies have you made companions !
“ I say that in order to preserve your own station and influence,
“means must be found to clear the election purses of the
* low depravity of these evil men: you know that the city is
* governed under the Guelphic name, and by your insensate
‘“actions you have allowed a horde of barbarians to share the
* government along with you. You know that the city is divided
*“into three conditions of men; namely, the ¢ Scioperati’t the
* merchants and the artificers : you are likewise acquainted with
* the laws of your ancestors which declare that in the number
* of priors there shall be two of the minor and the rest of the
* major arts and scioperati, and the same in the colleges. But
* in the council of the people where all votes centre and where
“all acts are terminated, there are out of twenty-one trades,
* seven of the greater and fourteen of the lesser;. Now take
“ notice that there, two parts out of three are of the inferior
‘ arts, and the remaining third, only, of the superior; and
* thus the law is infringed. And so you will find every public
¢ council in like manner corrupted, the law unheeded, your
* measures unsuccessful, and the people hating you but with

@ These were names of certain low-
born citizons who were then making
their way into the magistracy.

+ The Scioperati were those who lived
on their rents or funded property or
other means, without exercising any

profession trade or official employment
for a livelihood.

1 The councils, it will be remembered,
were that of the two Aundred ; of the
comune which I have translated “ Com~
mon Council ;" and that of the people.
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“ a majority of the votes in their hands; and thus do you peril
‘ your own power and the public liberty! The remedy now
*« sought for is, that these fourteen trades should be reduced
*“ to seven, and their place in the government be filled by the
*“ Scioperati and greater arts, for thus we shall exclude them
* from the magistracy and none of your measures will be
‘“ defeated*. You know how our fathers strengthened them-
* gelves by reducing the two additional arts (in 1382) let us
« follow their example, and be ye suré that if the reduction of
‘¢ two so helped them what may we not expect from a diminu-
*¢ tion of seven? It will enable us to restore the old nobility,
“ now no longer formidable, to their just place in the common-
*¢ wealth and thus increase our own power of keeping down the
.« *ople who can never stand against such union: and lastly
* it is the province of reason and prudence to make a various
* use of men in various times and circumstances ; to our an-
** cestors their abasement was expedient ; and so to us is their
* restoration . All this is easy to accomplish because the
*“ votes will be in your favour; for as inexperienced men they
* know not what they want except to accomplish your ruin.
** They will believe that with a diminished number of trades
‘ the amount of public power will not be lessened and if two
* arts be reduced to one that single one will enjoy two offices ;
* which however may not be; nor will their expectations be
* realised ; for as the comments of him who made the text are
“ with reason preferred to every other gloss, so shall our own
* will, and our own interpretation of the law, be directed to
* one and the same object. All this is reasonable. But as a
* proof of their ignorance take the mode in which they acted
* when Bardo Mancini was in office : they then had half of
** the public honours and often the Gonfalon of Justice }, and
* Cavalcanti, Lib. iii., cap. ii°. 1387, the minor arts had already in
+ Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1028. 1382 lost their privilege of enjoying

% This scems to be an error.  When  half of the public magistracies and
Bardo effected so many reforms in  were reduced to ome third. Barde
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“ yet they all voted like fools and lost that which the law had
“ both promised and given to them! Examine their works
“ and you will find that they are a brutal and a cruel race : in
« 1878 and 1880 they made a clear demonstration of them,
“ for cruelty reigns in the minds of those who by nature are
* base, brutal, and cowardly ; wherefore you may be assured
¢ that fear combined with poverty of intellect will lead them
“ to vote blindly against their own interests. Knights and
« illustrious citizens, if you imagine that past times are no
« guarantee for the present because the people took their
« remedy when the office of gonfalonier and their own strong
“ position in the magistracy were taken from them, and that
“ by such demonstration they showed themselves more inte]li-
« gent than their predecessors ; wherefore you infer that tis
« great work for the restoration of our city’s honour will not
 gucceed *. Now I say that to new cases new rules must be
« applied, and different means and unwonted measures must
“ be adopted: this emergency does not entirely resemble
« those of old; neither is there that force in the present
* people which so conspicuously moved their predecessors in
“ past times: besides, all laws however just and efficient, are
« gtill subject to force, and the sword becomes the last and most
‘ competent arbitrator. Now, amongst you this war has
« placed the military force and government, and where that is
“ there will doubtless be found a remedy for every danger,
* because the same citizens hold along with the offence of the
“ enemy, the defence of the commonwealth in their hands :
“ what else then is necessary but to collect two or three
* thousand infantry, pretend to make a secret expedition,
* occupy the public place and all its avenues, on the pretext of
* military inspection ; and then let the Seignory rouse up the
Mancini reduced them to one fourth. consequent tumult of the Ciompi oc-
(Vide Ammirato, Lib. xiii.,p. 785, and curred in the gonfalonierships of An-

Lib. xiv., p. 759.) tonio Busini and Rinaldo Gianfiglazzi
* This reduction of power and the in 1382, See vol. ii.
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** palace itself and demand all the votes under cover of the
“gword? In this way we shall come to the right eonclusion.
“ You are certain that the palace is with you because this
** meeting is not unknown to the Seignory : your gonfalonier
‘¢ is the illustrious knight Lorenzo Ridolfi, and from him and
* from Francesco Gianfiglazzi you bave permission to hold
*it. How then, can you doubt of what is necessary being
« done for you? It only remains to settle the plan and follow
< orders and choose our time. What honour could so worthy a
*¢ knight a8 Lorenzo acquire, if after thus favouring us he did
« not follow up his work? Who can suppose that what he has
** glready conceded has been done so in ignorance or without
¢ deep consideration of all the perils of such an enterprise ?
¢ This is not to be believed nor apprehended ; for by nature
* he is sagacious, skilled in law and science, g.nd most cele-
“¢ brated for his learning; and where natural ability unites with
« profound knowledge and experience it may be supposed that
< gvery provision has been made from beginning to end, and
< that the end of such beginning will be admirable and fortu-
“ nate ; and thus you should have no doubt of every precaution
“ having been taken to conduct a great enterprise to its suc-
« eessful conclusion. But what are you doing? ‘- What are
* you thinking of? Why lose a moment in recovering your
“ liberty along with the assurance of enjoying your fortunes
* quietly with your families? Of again taking pleasure in your
«¢ expenses and of being the resl dispensers of your own pro-
¢ perty ? Doubt not that if you continue negligent and trust
“ glone to vows and prayers like week and foolish women,
« you will fall from your high places and perish. ¢ Ripe pears
 do not fall into the mouths of lazy pigs,’* and even irrational
* creatures tell you what to do, for how often do you see your
* dogs in fierce battle under the dinner tables for things of no

* «4 Porco peritoso non cade la pera mezza in bocea.”
VOL. IIIL. I
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“ moment? To you then, who are men in reason and intel-
* lect, the defence of honour, liberty, greatness, and every
* other enjoyment is not only expedient but necessary ; and if
* need be we must not avoid but enforce our cause with arms.
* But to what will these vile leaders resort? Why the bakers
* will arm themselves with their stakes and lament their injuries
“in company with your slaves*; and so the rest will with
“ their customers; they will complain and sorrow at your
* glory ; and this is the way they will oppose youn. What then
‘ are you about? For Heaven's sake awake and no longer be
* guided by such gentry! Fortune favours the bold and
“ gshuns the timid; but she rouses the sleeper with all the
* bitterness of wo. I have now touched on eight principal
* points each of which would alone form & great portion of the
‘“ matter wherein you have acted so indiscreetly. Wishing to
“ reduce these disorders to their natural level and to ancient
* practice I first insisted on public and private enmities being
* buried in oblivion and on all being of one mind and one will.
* Secondly I asserted that with your dissensions and rivalry,
* each striving to become more favoured than his neighbour in
“ the eyes of your common enemy, you have abandoned all
* well-considered order only to commit new errors; so that
* their names fill the election lists and they cordially unite in
* your destruction. You have been told why they thus hate
‘ you; you have heard of the mischief and cruelty of their
* fathers when the government fell into their hands; and of
“ the banished, and the exiled; you have been told of the
* remedy that lies in your own power; it has been made plain
“ and manifest; and also how the public government will
“ remain completely on your side without future danger, and
“ against which they will be able to make no defence. The

® Here and in Buonaccorso Pitti'schro- fifteenth centuries, except as men-
nicle are the only two direct manifes- tioned amongst other property in the
tations of the exi of slavery in Catasto.

Florence during the fourteenth and
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* power therefore is undoubtedly in your own hands because
‘* amongst you are those that can do everything*. The last
*¢ thing that has been shown you is how Fortune favours the
* adventurous and denies boldness to the timid and fearful :
* wherefore in everything she prays you, and me along with
‘ you, to settle the mode by which worthy men may have
* honourable places in the commonwealth; and how these
‘ hawkers may be dismissed to their peddling, and gain a
“ living for their families by a total exclusion from public
* honours as sowers of scandal and discord in the state. But
“ if a more efficient remedy can be suggested let it be so ; the
*¢ gooner the better; and let the most useful be put into imme-
‘ diate execution. By promptness, individual citizens from
¢« distant parts have often performed great deeds in their own
* country : let us'to work then; let what is uppermost in the
* mind be efficiently carried out so that liberty may yet remain
* to the commonwealth and its citizens "+.

After this exposition of the state of parties, which made con-
siderable impression on the assembly, all eyes were turned on
Niccolo da Uzzano whose age wisdom and experience stamped
him as their Nestor in times of difficulty. Uzzano proposed
the formation of a committee to carry out the project, but fore-
saw a great impediment in the opposition of Giovanni de’
Medici the steady friend of the plebeians, the chief of his own
numerous and potent race, the sagacious counsellor of the arti-
sans and even of many rich and powerful merchants who consi-
dered him as a father not only of the minor trades, but also as
their own stay and champion. With his countenance said
Uzzano their course would be smooth, otherwise doubtful and
almost hopeless: Niccolo therefore advised that an attempt
should be instantly made to gain over Giovanni, and Rinaldo
degli Albizzi undertook this difficult task. He instantly repaired
* The “ Diect della Guerra™ or ten chiavelli, Lib. ivo.—Ammirato, Lib.
ministers of war. xix., p. 1028.

+ Cavaleanti, Lib. iii., cap. ii,—Mac- 0
1
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to the Medici's house and declared his mission: Giovanni
listened to him for some time with great equanimity and then
quietly demanded where he had found out that the tumults of a
discontented people would produce peace and tmnqmlhty to the
commonwealth ? His father Maso never would have desired to
remove the people from their just position in the republic except
to relieve the more indigent from taxation and similar allevia-
tions, such as his diminution of the salt duty and the emanci-
pation of debtors from the power of creditors while public
councils were sitting, in order that they might freely exercise
their rights of citizenship ; the optional payment of taxation
by all those who were rated at only one-third of a florin; and
the exclusion of bankrupts from public office as men who were
no longer their own masters, who moved and acted at the will
of their creditors and were generally full of injustice and cruelty.
‘* Many other public benefits,” added Giovanni, * were due to
Maso degli Albizzi and yet with such examples, his son wants
to destroy the good that such a father had accomplished ! " The
project was therefore condemned ; Rinaldo was warned by the
Medici of its evil consequences to himself and others; he was
told that as unequal taxation was the cause, 8o & system of just
imposts would be the only cure for discontent ; that means must
be found to accomplish this ; that he himself would endeavour
to leave the power of the people as he had found it and advised
Rinaldo to follow his example *.

The meeting of Saint Stephen’s had not been so secret as to
prevent a rumour of what had passed from spreading through
Florence, when immediately all the poorer citizens and artisans
surrounded Giovanni de’ Medici imploring him to take the lead
at once and rule the commonwealth : but he steadfastly refused
all power, denounced faction, advised quiet and order; and
declared his determination to discountenance any citizen that

¢ Cavaleanti, Lib. iii., cap. .—Am- Pitti, Dell’ Istoria Fiorentina, Lib. i.,
mirato, Lib. xix., p. 1030.—Jacopo p. 15.
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endeavoured to create disturbances. When the result of his
interview with Rinaldo became known the Uzzano faction re-
solved if possible to humble him ; for although he himself was
peaceably inclined, his son Cosimo and still less his nephew
Averardo were little disposed to remain passive spectators of
public affairs, and both employed themselves most actively in
baffling the measures of their antagonists *.

Although the absorbing interest of the Catasto and the mili-
tary successes in Lombardy calmed down all other agitation for
the moment, five years of constant war had tired both weak
and powerful, rich and poor, and there was an universal cry for
the cessation of taxes. All asserted they could pay no more;
the poor with truth ; the wealthy not only to destroy the former's
hope of having their burdens lightened by increased taxation on
themselves but also with the notion of exhibiting a false example
of patience under apparent hardship to those who were suffer-
ing in reality. The tyranny and insolence of official minions
in collecting taxes were excessive, but it was rather their ine-
quality than extreme and general weight that fretted the com-
munity ; this arose from their arbitrary distribution which now
becoming intolerable an universal outcry for more just imposi-
tions rang through the commonwealth. The Popolani Grassi
opposed this in vain: Giovanni de Medici who from his opulence
it was hoped would denounce the measure stood alone amongst
them in its favour, and in June 1427 the Catasto appeared
amidst the shouts of an exulting people .

The Catasto wasa property tax, measured by the income, at the
rate of half per cent. on capital : whoever possessed 100
florins of property above the cost of living, paid balf a
florin, and whoever had 1000 paid five florins; seven florins of

A.D.1437.

¢ Macchiavelli, Lib. iv.—Nerli Com- + Dom. Boninsegni, Memorie della
ment,, Lib. ii, p. 37.—Cavalcanti, Citta di Firenze, Lib. i., p. 28.—
Lib, iii., caps. v. and vi.—Ammirato, Cavalcanti, Lib. iv., cap. viii.—Bruto.,
Lib. xix., p. 1030.—Counfesione di Nic- Istor. Fioren., Lib. i., p. 25.

cold Tinnuci, MS.
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declared income being settled as the representative of & hundred
of principal either in goods or money, and fourteen florins of
untaxed income were allowed as the estimated cost of mainte-
nance for each individual, but subject to some after modification
according to age and circumstances *.

To give a clearer notion of this impost which was followed
by the revolt of Volterra and other important consequences,
and as far as our slender materials admit to offer a general
view of the form and nature of Florentine taxation requires a
short but distinct relation that will perhaps facilitate the under-
standing of subsequent financial measures necessary hereafter
to be noticed.

It may be seen by the balance-sheet of Florentine revenues
given in the last miscellaneous chapter that in the years 1336
and 1338 they amounted to upwards of 800,000 florins, and
the ordinary expenses under 40,000 ; these revenues were
farmed out in 1837 but superintended by six citizens as guar-
dians against oppression: such a surplus more than covered
every extraordinary and contingent expense so that until 1336
it rarely happened that any necessity arose either for loans or
new impositionst. This revenue was principally drawn from
the duty on contracts and that which under the general deno-

* Cavalcanti, Stor. Fior., Lib. iv., cap.
viii.—25,500 florins were thus raised
in the city of Florence which at half
a florin for every hundred of principal
would make the aggregate of capital
belonging to the citizens equal to
5,100,000 florins or between 6 and 6
millions sterling exclusive of the
estimated cost of living at 14 florins
a head which on a population tazed
for the Catasto, of 37,225 citizens
would give 521,250 florins of income
more, representing (at 7 florins of
income for every 100 of capital)
7,446,400 florins additional capital.
So that the whole property of the
Florentine citizehs may be estimated

at about 12,546,4001. sterling. From
the first 25,5600 florins must however
be deducted the amount of a trifling
pole tax, levied on all between 18 and
60 years old, which would diminish the
14 florins a head for living income,
and hence that basis of calculation ;
but not a great deal. The above
population must I think be taken ex-
clusive of ecclesiastics and u d
inhabitants, who though subjects were
not citizens, but mere Plebs.—(Vide
Pagnini, Della Decima, Sezione ii.,
cap. vi.)

+ Ammirato, Lib. viii, p. 414.—
Ben. Varchi, Storia Fior, Lib. ix.,
p- 260.
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mination of Gabelle; or tolls and customs paid at the city
gates ; was a tax upon trade, food, and agriculture. As comforts
and luxuries increased they also bore their burden, and much
pains were expended in securing a fair imposition and prudent
expenditure of public money. But as war, that destroyer of
virtue and happiness in national society, became more frequent
and costly, more debt accrued, and to pay it, all ordinary re-
venues were mortgaged : the contest with Mastino della Scala
in 1886, required larger supplies than before ; and a loan was
attempted, intrinsically light but grievously unpopular ; for the
people as if with an instinctive feeling of future wo, received
this unwonted visitor with murmurs of fear and dissatisfac-
tion. The year 1336 may therefore be considered memorable
in Florentine history as the epoch of national debt and dis-
aster by the establishment of public funds under the name
of ““ Monti.”
" The reason for resorting to loans instead of direct taxation
was & desire not to increase the Gabelle at the expense of
general industry, wherefore the government adopted a deceitful
system of borrowing at a certain annual interest, partly from
companies of Florentine merchants and partly from individual
citizens to whom the ordinary revenues were mortgaged ; but
these debts were gradually and punctually discharged in due
succession. That portion imposed by authority on individuals
was named * Prestanza” or *“ Accatto” or loan*, and when
once established continued from its nature to increase until
public credit became exhausted under the. augmenting mass.
The distribution of these ‘‘ Prestanze ” rather conformed to
the nature of & poll-tax than to any clear estimate of income
or property; and sometimes the whole transaction was under-
taken by a company of merchants with all the public revenue
for their security. Thus in the war with Mastino those mer-

* From “ Prastagium” a barbarous to the Glossaries signified a tribute or
Latin word of the time which according forced loan.
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chants who took the loan received fifteen per cent. from govern-
ment, and borrowed on their own responsibility for eight with
immediate payment ; and for five with engagements to pay up
at more distant periods as the money should be required ;
while those who without ready money, but having sufficient
credit to borrow it, received twenty per cent. per annum*. In
goneral the Prestanza or Accatto was published by proclama-
tion, its amount stated, and the quota of each individual after-
wards specified and ordered to be paid at given periods into the
public treasury with an assurance of reimbursement from ocer-
tain revenues as soon as all previous loans should be discharged.
In these cases it does not clearly appear whether any interest
were paid befors the principal was liquidated, or whether both
principal and interest were paid together and thus became a
marketable commodity like our own exchequer bills. To fack
litate these loans many expedients were adopted ; amongst
others a certain quantity of salt proportioned to the individual’s
taxation was granted at a reduced price with a license to dis-
pose of it in Florence or the contado for its market value as a
government monopoly : this was no light favour if received and
sold at the state profits, which until Maso degli Albizzi reduced
them were above thirteen hundred per cent., that is a prime
cost of 12 soldi and a selling price of 160, for each staio or
Florentine bushel$.

The gross amount of a Prestanza was divided amongst the
sixteen gonfaions of companies, of which there were four in
each quarter of the city, in proportion to the number and riches
of the inhabitants, and this was again subdivided by the local
authorities amongst individual citizens. From some unfair
* See Antonio Pucci, “ Centiloquio,” Vecchio™ and “Capitolo Morale™ are
Cuanto xc., p. 169, vol. vi,, Delizie some interesting sketches of manners.
degli Eruditi Toscani. This poem is + Cavaleanti, Stor. Fior., Appendice,
a vensification of Giov. Villani’s Chro- vol. ii%, p. 465. The gain on prime
nicle and ends in 1373. Pucci is an cost by this royal monopoly in 1834

enthusiastic admirer of his country and was about 1100 per cent.
Gio. Villani; but in his « Mercato
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proceedings in these distributions great complaints arose about
a loan of 25,000 florins made in 1382, which on another being
exacted in 1390, produced an attempt to remove their cause.
For this purpose a committee was formed under each gonfalon
to point out where reductions ought in justice to have been
made in the former loan, in order to guide the forthcoming dis-
tribution. In 1890 therefore each gonfalon sent four deputies,
who, forming altogether a board of sixty-four persons, investi-
gated the whole principle of distribution and sent their report
to the government: this settled the grand division amongst the
sixteen gonfalonierships. The sub-division was first arranged
by seven local boards called the ‘‘Setts Settine” or seven com-
mittees of seven members each, who separately formed seven
distinct distribution lists and sent them sealed up to the priors.
The Seignory then consigned them to the monks of some spe-
cified convent, who after rejecting the two most severe and the
two most moderate lists struck an average of the remainder ; by
which the portion of each individual was determined ; and of
thig distribution distinct registers for every quarter and gonfalon
were drawn up with great care by the above named ecclesiastics,
and deposited in the treasury for public use.

Taxation is never popular, and even the form of loans with
the promise of ultimate restitution worked no real change in its
character; for being compulsory they checked trade, in which the
money could have been turned to greater advantage. Where-
fore to make the Prestanze more palatable as they incressed in
number, premiums and benefits for punctual payers; pains and
penalties for sluggards, defaulters, and those who had only
pertially acquitted themselves, were awarded. The benefits
consisted in being placed as state creditors on the books of the
public funds or ‘Libri del Monts” which in 1345 were first
kept alphabetically, and promised sure reimbursement of both
principal and interest within a specified period, but varying ac-
cording to the original promptness of payment; and the interest
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thus acknowledged ranged from eight to twenty per cent. per
annum. Secondly in complete eligibility to every public
office and honour ; and this was probably the door by which so
many low and strange families entered the republic and influ-
enced all its councils, to the great mortification of the Popolani
Grassi.

The penalties were of two kinds; one incurred by those who
deferred their payments until the last moment and were there-
fore placed last on the public books; the other, against those
that exceeded the legal period without any payment, consisted
of & more rigorous taxation and compulsory obedience with a
total forfeiture of the loan; the loss of their civic privileges ;
and an entire exclusion from the benefit of public justice in
courts of law besides the nullity of any sentence given in their
favour. Those who had paid up a third of their rate, if not
more than two golden florins, were exempt from the last penalty
but incurred the others; and thus many of the poorer citizens
were first ruined by arbitrary taxation, then as defaulters, lost
their political privileges, and finally were oppressed or made
tools of by the rich, who either paid up their arrears or saved
them from ruin at the expense of conscience and liberty. Thus
it was that Cosimo de’ Medici acquired much of his influence,
and actually purchased the Florentine republic *.

A poorer class as we have seen were excused altogether from
payment, except at their own option by a law of Maso degli Al-
bizzi, and all defaulters’ names were placed in a public register,
“ a specchio,” a8 it was termed; which forfeited their right to
office if elected; and this was extended by the Albizzi faction
to those who had failed in payment at any time for thirty years
previous to 1421.  But a peculiar feature in this law was the
obligation, by which any purchaser of property became liable
for all the public debts of his predecessor due from it, although
the latter, as it would appear, might be actually suffering in

* Della Republica Fiorentina di Donato Gisnnotti, Lib. i°, cap. v., p. 76.



CHAP. XXXI.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 123

prison for them at the time. According to the above regula-
tions and under the various names of Prestanze, Prestanzone,
Accatto, Balzello, Lotto, Sega, Piacente, Dispiacente, Cinquina,
Settina, Nonina, Decina and Ventina, all the loans between
1390 and 1427 were effected. The appellations of Piacente
and Dispiacente seem to have been given in bitter mockery by
the people; those of number proceeded in all probability from
that of the assessors, like the ** Sette Settine” of 1890, and

others called the *“ Novine " of 1406.

" Pagnini in his researches on this subject could discover no
existing documents which describe with any perspicuity the
particular rule and measure that regulated the assignment of
each contingent, either to the gonfalon or the individual; so
that there is ample grounds for belief, and the fact seems con-
firmed by Cavalcanti, that it depended on the conscience of
those who presided, and therefore in a community so distracted
by faction must have been continually and excessively abused.
No real justice could have been done by the most impuartial
assessors without full inquisitorial powers applicable to all sorts
of property, and in professional incomes this was in Florence
considered so objectionable that combined with other causes all
attempts of the government failed for a long time to establish
it, until the greater evil of unjust taxation overcame every other
consideration; and whether from the opposition of rich and
powerful citizens or a prying injustice in its execution, this
method was rarely pursued, but on the contrary the old one
generally adopted.

It has been already mentioned that the first registration of
property for the purpose of taxation was proposed by Count
Guido Novello in 1266, and proved the main cause of his
expulsion; but the first real introduction of such a measure
occurred in 1288, another was ordered by the Duke of Calabria
in 1826, when a foreign judge presided in each quarter of
Florence with the power of examining seven citizens of the
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vicinity on their knowledge of the state of each individual's in-
come and real property. For each of these a certain percent-
age was charged, and it began well; but the judges soon became
corrupt and great injustice followed. A fourth attempt of the
same nature was unsuccessfully made in 1351, and subse-
quently renewed under the name of *“ La Sega:" then followed
8 hearth tax, which ceasing in 1855 was succeeded by a more
serious attempt at registration under severe penalties both in
the city and contado; but the rapid change and circulation of
property alone baffled all attempts at perfection or stability,
and after great expense and trouble it was abandoned, as had
been foretold by experienced citizens; probably because the pres-
sure of extreme taxation had not yet reached its height. This
seems to have been the prototype of the Catasto of 1427, and
is in fact thus named by Domenico Boninsegni where he tells
us that there was a discussion in the councils about the great
benefit Florence would derive from the * construction of a
table or ¢ Catasto' or register where all the possessions and
moveable property of the city and contado, and of those who
resided therein should be described ; and it was opposed by
many old experienced men as an impossible thing and thus
it turned out; for after much writing and expense it was
abandoned "*.

Some of the most sagacious and ressonable demands of the
Ciompi were that such a register or *“ Estimo” should be made;
that no forced loans should be levied for six months, and that
all people then taxed at and under four florins should be abated
two-thirds, so sharply was taxation felt by the lower class of
citizens in those days; but this was only the root of that
cancer which spread afterwards so widely for want of some
such regulation. This necessity seems always to have been
acknowledged in the councils where the plebeian influence was
greatest, and an attempt was again made in 1369, with no

* Dom. Boninsegni, Storia Fior., Lib. iii., pp. 438, 449.
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better success than before ; but as the * Estimo” had long been
in actual operation throughout the contado it is probable that
besides the inquisitorial power and its inevitable train of abuse,
the self-interested opposition of the wealthy proved a main
obstacle to the introduction of the Catasto in any form until
forced on them by public indignation *. Their exemptions
from taxation, the surcharges of the poor and middle classes,
and all the injustice that in spite of every precaution was sure
to attend any system of forced loans unaccompanied by a
general estimation of property, such as the Catasto contem-
plated, were severely felt in Florence: and all these were
aggravated by the increasing number of loans occasioned by
the war with Philip, which literally forced that important act
into a tardy existence ¢.

If the answer of Giovanni de’ Medici to Rinaldo degli Al-
bizzi is genuine he would appear to have been the immediate
aathor as he certainly was the most powerful supporter of the
Catasto. ““ AU the evils of the republic,” said he, ‘‘ come from
past and present taxes and it is necessary to devise some means
Jor abolishing unjust and unequal taxation:” but the real
author was Filippo di Ghiacceteo, a man of subtle genius and
sound notions, who first conceived and proposed it, and at the
same time pointed out the many evils of the existing system ;
amongst them the fact of numerous noble families being reduced
to absolute poverty even to the tilling of their own lands for a
sustenance ; thence arose the hatred of poverty to riches; and
the wealthy would redress no wrong lest they themselves should
be involved in the general reformation .

Giovanni de’ Medici had always honestly paid the full
amount of his just taxation, and to him Pagnini attributes the
glory of bringing this bold and arduous enterprise to a success-

* Ammirato, Lib. xi., p. §96. 1+ Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1030.—
4 Varchi, Storia Fior,, Lib. xiii— Cavalcanti, Second. Storis, vol. ii., Ap-
Pagnini, Dells Decima, tomo i%, Sczione  pendice 40, p. 480.

Primo, passins.
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ful conclusion: what his real motives were we know not; whe-
ther from genuine patriotism, or from a long-sighted project
for exalting his family by enslaving Florence, as was afterwards
accomplished by Cosimo, is a matter of doubt with many: two
very different characters are given of him but even the least
favourable is full of good qualities. Therefore when enemies
can find but little fault; when almost universal respect at-
tended his steps ; where a long life seems to have been little
troubled by ambition and was unstained by crime ; where peace
abroad and tranquillity at home were the constant objects of
his mind ; where continual beneficence marked his steps, and
where his last words to his sons were a strong exhortation to
shun faction and neither seek eagerly for, or avoid public em-
ployments ; we may fairly give Giovanni de’ Medici credit for
honest motives in his political conduct. He was heard to ex-
claim with a joyous aspect when this great measure had passed
the councils, * When the commonwealth is safe and the power-
* less content, every honest citizen ought to be satisfied " *.

The Catasto, which derived its name from the word  Acea-
tastars” to heap up or gather together, was a book containing
the descriptions of all persons and property subject to taxation
in Florence. It was composed of four volumes arranged under
the heads of quarters and gonfalons, and divided amongst the
four quarters of San Giovanni, Santa Croce, Santa Maria No-
vella, and Santo Spirito. Sixty citizens were chosen by lot,
out of which ten were selected as a committee of management.
In these books they were instructed to enter the name of every
family liable to be taxed, with that of each individual belonging
to it; their age, health, capacity, industry, trade profession or
employment: to describe their real and moveable property
within and without the city, and even in foreign countries ;

* QGatteschi, Translat®. of Bruti 8tor. Lib. i., p. 14.—Cavalcanti, Lib. iv.,
Fiorent., Lib. i, p. 22, vol. i%— cap. ix.
Jacopo Pitti, Dell' Istoria Fiorentina,
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including their ready money, credits, slaves, cattle, and mer-
chandigse ; and the value of their business. In like manner
other Catasti were formed for the rural population, the various
societies of art and learning, the foreigners residing under Flo-
rentine jurisdiction, and finally a sweeping one for all other
persons not usually subject to taxation., In these registers
were noted the profits made by every species of property ;
that is to say, the quantity of food produced, with its average
value ; the rents of lands, dwelling-houses, and other build-
ings; and after a general estimate, seven florins of income
were settled as the index or representatives of 100 florins
of capital, proportionate sums being placed against the name
of every party. From this valuation was deducted all neces-
sary outgoings, such as rents, just debts, the hire of dwelling-
houses, shops where an establishment was maintained, the
value of horses and mules kept for private use, and 200 florins
of capital represented by 14 of income for every mouth they
had to feed.

After all these deductions were made, half a florin of tax or
the tenth part of five per cent. on every 100 florins of capital,
measured as above by the income, was imposed. Upon all the
mouths thus deducted who fell between the ages of eighteen
and sixty an arbitrary sum or poll-tax of small and limited
amount was levied, and varied according to the estimated
value of their services, considered as productive capital. After
these deductions, if no surplus remained for taxation, the as-
sessors were empowered to fix such a rate as should be agreed
upon between them and the tax-payer ; wherefore at this point
the imposition became unequal if not unjust; because it in-
fringed on necessaries, whereas superfluities alone were touched
in all superior stations. To stimulate the people to a fair and
honest exposition of their means any concealed property was
liable to confiscation ; and in all cases of dispute the commis-
sioners had a summary jurisdiction without any form of law.
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None of their assessments could be diminished by any appeal
unless sanctioned by the great council, until the regular trien-
nial period for renewing the Catasto had arrived, and this not-
withstanding any deterioration of the property; but it might
be augmented without such authority; and a final decree made
it illegal to levy any taxes not imposed according to the above
regulations,

The advantages of this Catasto were obvious and at once felt
by the suffering people : it arrested all clamour and brought
taxation to a nearer degree of equality; but like every other
form of impost after a certain point, acted as & direct cheek on
industry and by its frequent recurrence often deprived com-
mercial enterprise of the very funds destined to its fair and
honest action. According to Antonio Pucci the Prestanze
sometimes came every month *, and in the war with Gian-
Galeazzo more than a hundred thousand florins were paid over
and above the sum that each citizen was originally taxed with !
As much s fifty per cent of each man's revenue had been paid
in eleven months, and seventy on the whole year's income .
This, even had it been impartially distributed, was almost
intolerable ; hence the suffering and lamentations of Florence ;
hence the accumulated load of public debt; and hence the
ultimate breaches of faith, and national bankruptcy. To save
itself, the Florentine nation destroyed public credit, and was
forced to do so by the consequences of her own extravagance ;
an extravagance so great that with an ordinary revenue of little
more than three hundred thousand florins there were spent in
war alone between 1877 and 1406 no less than eleven millions

*# ¢ E quasi d’ogni Mese una Prestanzs ¢
Abbiamo avuta, e ciascuna riscossa
Abilmente,” &c*. Centilogwio, Canto xci,
And well nigh ev’ry month we had a loan
And each man ably paid his own.

t+ Jacopo Pitti, Storia Fiorentina, Lib. i% p. 15.—Dom®. Boniasegui,
Lib. iv., p. 719. .
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and e half independent of ordinary state expenses and the
enormous cost of public buildings and other embellishments,
which by some authors are estimated far above the prodigality
of war, and nearly all raised by these forced and repeated loans
on the citizens *. The Catasto therefore could not be expected

te restore national credit nor pay off any portion of the debt, *
or even insure a punctual discharge of all the interest: itonly -~

gave confidence for the future with present satisfaction and re-
lief by a more equal distribution ; but commerce always suffered
by these continual drains on its aliment ; drains which imparted
a distant and doubtful value to money that would have realised
far greater quicker and more assured profits in trade. This
was 50 well understood that the small merchants and artisans
who were not taxed at a higher rate than two florins of surplus
income, generally preferred paying the third part and losing it
while they employed the remainder in trade than becoming
public creditors with a promised interest for the whole.

Loans were first made in Florence to meet particular con-
Jjunctures ; they were repaid at stipulated periods by appro-
priated branches of revenue and differed materially from the
rapid succession of ¢ Prestanze " that followed : they were all
extraordinary ; but when once this destructive system became
ordinary and permanent its character changed into that of &
regular but severely impoverishing tax, a diminisher of profits,
an unsafe investment, and a caterpillar of industry, uncertain in
amount and variable in its periods: for like our own poor's-
rate it was frequently repeated even to twelve and sometimes
double that number of times in a year t,

The nature of Florentine liberty has been made apparent
throughout this work ; but of the civi¢ equality which accom-

* Varchi, Storia Fiorentina, Lib. ix., venue being about 140,1751, annually
P-115. Forty-four and a half guineas or 8,700,000L, in the above period.
weke 11b. Troy, so that 11,500,000 + Paguini, Della Decima, Sezione ii®,
florins are equal to 5,373,375/, of our passim.— Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap.
money in actual weight of metal, there-  xxviiis

YVOL. ITI. K
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panied.-it, especially as affected by taxation, and of the Catasto’s
vast importance ; a more distinct idea may be formed from the
single fact that Nicoolé da Uzzino, the ablest and perhaps one
of the honestest of the Albizzi faction, whose share of taxation
had never previously exceeded sixteen florins, after the esta
blishment of that system paid no less than 250, or between
fifteen and sixteen times the former amount! And this exemp-
tion from public burdens was audaciously claimed by the noble
Popolani as & compensation for the necessary pomp of those
public offices from which they so strenuously endeavoured to
exclude the poorer citizens and every other man that did not
belong to their party *.

This great financial revolution was followed ere long by the
death of its illustrious supporter Giovanni de’ Medici,
who however has not escaped the charge advanced
against his family of fomenting war for private ends. For such
reasons, if we are to believe the somewhat doubtful confession
of Niccolo Tinuccit, an expedition against Marradi was pro-
moted, and that fortress with Castiglione and all the estates of
Lodovico de’ Manfredi were, with the exception of Gattais,
unblushingly annexed to the republic ; even that town was
ceded to the lord of Faenza who claimed it as a family inherit-
ance. Although a mere episode in Florentine history the
conquest of Marradi, inasmuch as it was disgraceful to national
honesty, merits some notice !.

A.D. 1428,

* Qavalcanti, Storia Fiorent*., Lib. iv.,
xil

cap. xii.

4+ As Niccold Tinucci aformer adherent
of the Medici, made his ¢ Confessione o
vera Examing” in September 1433, un-
der the influence of a Seignory enemies
to the exiled Cosimo and to procure
his own discharge from prison where
he had been committed for high trea-
son, it may bo reasonably supposed
that his evidence was suited to the
taste of his examiners and as sdverse
as poesible to those whose secrets he
was betraying. He accuses Giovanni

of secking war and even the banish-
ment of Uzmzino while the latter ex-
pressly praises him for loving peace
and acquits him, as does Cavalcanti,
of seeking the downfall of any one,
Yet Bruto (Lib.i° p. 29,) repeats
this charge, on Tinucci’s assertion,
with great confidence and evident
satisfaction, although a few pages
farther on he seems rather doubtful of
this authority (p. 51).
3: C-uleum, toria Fiorentina, Lib.
8‘1 cap. xxxviil.—Morelli, Ricordi,
p 8L
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Shortly befors the battle of Zagonara Lodovico de’ Manfredi
da Faenza son of Giovanni d'Alberghettino, offered his services
%o the Florentines but not being able to come to an agreement
returned to Marradi, a strong mountain fortress in the Val di
Lamone of Romagna. The subsequent disaster of Zagonara
made Florence more tractable ; Lodovico's aid was eagerly
sought and with liberal offers; the lordship of Faenza if re-
daced, being especially promised as a place to which he had
some family claims, and with whose reigning chief no terms
uneanctioned by him were to be made. Notwithstanding
this the defeat of Niccolo Piccinino in the Val di Lamone
led, as already mentioned, to a treaty between the lord of
Faenza and Florence: indignant at this proceeding in which
ho had no voice, Lodovico retired to Castiglione and brood-
ing over his grievances hesitated whether to remain steady
or join her enemies, but finally and unwisely exhibited his ill-
bamour by various petty annoyances to Florentine trade which
his position enabled him to offer. The Seignory became so
elarmed at the prospect of his admitting an enemy into the
Mugello that a resolution was passed to secure his person:
after vainly tempting him for some time to visit Florence, with
the most flattering promises and protestations of amity he, in
an evil hour being over-persuaded by an old and confidential fol-
1ower, repaired to that city and was instantly imprisoned. Such
8 hostage secured the unwilling obediénce of his clan until it
suited Cosimo and Averardo de’ Medici with their party, who
now seemed to govern Giovanni, to imcorporate Lodovico's
states with the republic. It is asserted by Bruto that Giovanni
‘de’ Mediei loved war because it enabled him to bind Florence
by her pecuniary necessities ; he, according to this author, cal-
culated on the SBeignory being forced to levy new taxes or bor-
row from opulent citizens, and either of these courses would

favour his views: being the richest citizen Giovanni would .

be first applied to, and while gaining public applause for
X2
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promptness in thus risking his fortune he would be resdlly
reducing the country to a dependence on him for its military
success and thus acquire the power of prolonging hostilities
at his pleasure. If on the contrary new taxes were im:
posed he could then create a host of dependants by loans that
would enable them to pay their share of taxation. Thus either
by continual mortgages on the public revenue, which would be
& daily augmentation of riches power and reputation; or by
private loans to necessitous individuals of rank and influence who
would become his humble servants ; he was sure to gain. He
had besides & number of enemies without the means of paying
up their share of taxation; and as this incapacitated them.for
public office he would thus possess the power of putting them
“a Specchio” which necessarily brought them amongst the
4 Stracciati,” and being in this way excluded from public ho.
nours they remained powerless *. The * Specchio ” or mirror,
was an invention of Benedetto degli Alberti for compelling
great citizens to pay their taxes; as in his time their power
and insolence were at such a height that they either effect
tually avoided or flatly refused to pay. Public discontent
rose in proportion to the wrong, which became an esta.
blished custom until Alberti in declaring that all the great
citizens paid when they pleased but that the greater the citis
zen the. more ought to be required of him, proposed & law for
the formation of a Specchia or book in which were recorded
quarter by quarter, and gonfalon by gonfalon, the names
of all those citizens who from not having paid up their taxes,
or from any other cause, were considered as public debtors;
and no one who was ‘‘a Specchio ” or recorded as a debtor
in that book could accept or exercise any public office ; but
on a citizen's name being drawn for official situations, if
found in the above record it was instantly * Stracciato "
or torn up, and the office forfeited; and this law good in

* Bruto, Storia Fiorentina, Lib. i., p. 29."
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theory was als effectual in practice until made an instrament
of faction ¥, -

- All these charges were repeated with more truth against
Cosimo ; but a war on Marradi, whether by Medician influence
or .not, was decreed in the public councils; Bernardino della
Carda being named captain and Averardo de’ Medici commis-
Bary ¢ Marradi, and soon after Castiglione, with the rest of Lo-
dovico's estates capitulated in the autumn of 1428, but under
certain oonditions, the principle of which was this chieftain's
Yestoration to liberty. As generalissimo Bernardino had autho-
rity to make any capitulation he pleased ; but he neverthe-
less strengthened himself with Averardo’s approbation and
Lodovico’s territory became a Florentine province. Although
willing to receive the spoil, the governing party was opposed
to the above condition and shamefully refused to set the pri-
soner free, wherefore Bernardino although domiciled in the
country indignantly quitted their service +.

The principal official adherent of the Medici was Martino
Mertini notary or chancellor of the reformations; but the
imass - of Giovanni's strength lay in the middle and poorer
classes of citizens: these had neither forgotten the times of the
Ciompi nor their own grievances; for the former ‘were comipa-
ratively recent and the latter still unremoved. Incessant dis-
cord had ‘given no breathing-time for society to resume its
tohe, the people looked for a vindicator, and provided that he
only curbed the insolence of their enemies were ready to
sacrifice even their long dream of freedom to present revenge:
they now perceived that Liberty was only the rallying cry of
personal ambition and themselves the mere instruments of its
accomplishment ; and this at the very moment that they were

* Varchi, Stor, Fiorentina, Lib. viii, —Ammirato, Lib, xix., p. 1045.—

p 278 —Cavalcanti, vol. ii°, Appen. Cavaleanti, Storia, Lib. iii., cap. vii.

99, p. 512. and xviii.; Lib. vii,, cap, xxxviii.—
Confessione 0 Vers Examina di Ser Neri Capponi, Commentari Rer. lta.l.,
iccold Tinueci, Notaio dei X., MS. Serip., tom. xviii,, p. 1165.
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flattered pitied and deluded by the craft of designing poli-
ticians. In such a state the despotism of one who would
punish their oppressors became preferable to continual suf-
fering, and Giovanni de’ Medici who had every neceesary
quality for such a conjuncture was welcomed as the people’s
champion.

The custom of filling the election purses by seoret scrutiny
with the names of those citizens who for a given number of
years were eligible to public office has been frequently men-
tioned : every Seignory lasted two months, and any man who
once sat in it became ineligible until the next scrutiny took
place. In order to keep unknown the names of those citizens
which still remained in the purse after each succeeding elec-
tion, and thus prevent the previous bribery of the members of
government, the officers and assistants at these periodical
ceremonies were forbidden by law and by a eactamental oath,
to divulge the names of the elected. For these once known,
and those of the bimensal Seignory, being successively with-
drawn from the original number, the chances could be cal-
culated (particularly towards the termination of the period
of scrutiny) of who were likely to be drawn: and as the
residue diminished, the facility of bribing increased, so thas
when any revolution was contemplated it only became neées.
sary to wait for a.favourable Seignory to insure its accomplishs
ment. This like many other regulations was theoretically
good but easily circumvented by the same ingenuity that con-~
trived it and entirely rested on individual honesty, which
however will act conscientiously without the vain formality of
all those oaths and legal prohibitions that may uphold nghtl
but not teach duties.

Martino Martini therefore, according to the questionable con-
fession of Tinucci and the decided assertions of Bruto, being
under great obligations to Giovanni, revealed to him the names
of those who were in the election purses and indicated all that
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he oconceived would be most likely to govern under Medician
influence. The scrutinies of 1421 and 1426 were in this way
disclosed to Giovanni and of course enabled him to frame all
his political and personal conduct with that profound dissimu-
lation which Bruto attributes to him, and which was absolutely
necessary to work out his designs. Hence therefore his appa-
rent disregard of office, which he knew would be pressed upon
him; his absence from the palace, where he was sure to be
called; his courtesy, liberality, and general forbearance: he
was powerful, and naturally benevolent; and could afford to
be liberal because it increased his strength: but nearly all
this might have also proceeded from innate integrity of
character combined with the spirit of the time and the political
customs of his country; or it might be, as Bruto endeavours to
prove, a deep-laid scheme of usurpation: the same symptoms
often attend the most opposite maladies *.

However this may be, Giovanni and Cosimo de’ Medici
moved onward with increasing power until 1428 when the
health of the former began to decline, and aoccording to Bruto
and Tinucci, his death was accelerated if not caused, by
a strong apprehension of what might personally happen to
him by the sudden dismissal of Martino from office and his
own exclusion from the public palace which bad just been
decreed .  If he had ever been base enough to use Martino's
treachery as the instrument of his own exaltation, the sudden
fall of this man gave sufficient cause for fear because the torture,
which usually followed suspicion, would have elicited any tale
the torturers required : but the testimony of Giovanni's great
antagonist Niccolo da Uzzano one of the best and ablest of the
Albizzi faction is far less questionable than the prejudice of a
Venetian writer, or the interested evidence of a discarded friend

* Bruto, Istor. Fiorentins, Lib. i°, Fimntme, Lib. i, p. 81.— Tmnec:.
p. 25. nfessione. — Amminto, Lib. xix.,
1' Gio. Cambi, p. ls&—Bmto, Istorie |>. 1047
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and state prisoner, whose principal object was his own deliverance
from torture and incarceration *. .

Feeling the approach of death Giovanni assembled his
friends and kindred and thus addressed Cosimo and Lorenzo.
“ My beloved sons, neither I nor any other person that enters
« this world should grieve at the exchange of mun-
“ dane anxieties for eternal repose. I feel that my
“ last hour draws nigh, and from what might alarm timid
* women and cowardly men, I draw comfort ; because it-comes
“« in the course of nature and not from my own imprudence.
* To this I owe my length of years, and I have more than
‘“ my share of fortune when I consider how joyfully, in the
¢ triumph of peace and victory, my last movement is made
* from mortal to immortal life. I leave you with the ample
“ riches which God and my own exertions have given me
“ and which your excellent mother has so much assisted to
* acquire and preserve. I leave you with the fairest prospects
“ that ever Tuscan merchants had; with the favour and
* benevolence of every worthy citizen and the affection of &
“"people which has ever chosen our family as their polar star;
“and if you forsake mot the customs of our progenitors the
“ people will always favour you and confer their dignities
“upon you. In order to secare this be compassionate to the
¢ poor and assist them with your alms; to the rich be gracious
“and obliging, especially if in honest adversity. Never give
“ your counsel against the people’s will, unless they are bent
“ on ignoble or impolitic actions. I advise and I pray you not
* to frequent the public palace so as to make it appear like
« your shop, but rather wait until called upon by the palace
* jtself, and then be zealous and obedient to the Seignory: let
* your counsel be friendly, not diotatorial ; and be not rendered
*“proud and arrogant by public honours or popular applause.
s« Exert yourselves to keep thé-people at peaceand the markets

A.D. 1429.

* Confessione, &c*, di Niccolo Tinuecci.
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* abundant: avoid being seen in the law courts lest your pre-
* sence should endanger justice; for whoever proves an obstacle
* to justice, by justice will ultimately perish. I leave you free .
“from any moral stain because by me none has ever been
“acquired; I leave you the heirs of glory, not of infamy.
‘1 leave you with cheerfulness; but I should be still more
* bappy if I did not see you mixed up with sects and factions.
*To your care I commend Nannina my wife and your mother;
* gee that my death diminish not her accustomed honours and
*“ respect; and when I am no more do you my children pray
“to God that he may be the salvation of my soul: and now
‘“take my paternal blessing; and thou Cosimo be kind to
* Lorenzo ; and thou Lorenzo be obedient to Cosimo as if he
“ were thy father.” Having concluded this discourse after a
few hours he died *. :
Giovanni must be considered as the founder of Medician
greatness : before his time, although an illustrious influential
family and occasionally distinguished in national politics, they
were, With the exception of Salvestro and Vieri, historically
unimportant. After Giovanni their star shone with fitful but
enduring brightness; veiled in clouds or obscured by storms
its light still streamed through the murky atmosphere of na~
tional politics until it finally settled into a steady but falle-
cious ray which rather dazzled than enlightened the world.
Giovanni was a long-sighted and sagacious man who knew his
fellow-citizens and the way to lead them ; who saw their errors
and had the prudence to avoid them by steering a steady but

rt of Giovanni's last words dently mno fanciful oration. (Vide

* This repo

taken from an old MS. in the author's MS.

‘possession agrees nearly word for word
with that given by Cavalcanti and

nearly s0 with Ammirato’s account :

Macchiavelli's though abridged is sub-
stantially the same ; and as Amminato
says that he had seen it in MSS. older
than Macchiavelli's. birth, it is evi-

Memorie di Giovanni di Ave-
rardo detto Bicei de’ Medici, alla
morte sua Mll, 1428 (1429).—Caval-
canti, Storia Piorentina, Lib. v,,
cap. iii., MS. and snce printed.—
Ammu-ato, Lib. xix., p. 1047 —Mac-
chiavelli, Storia Fiorentina, Lib. ive.,
also Toscana lUustrata. .
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unusual course. He made his own fortune, knew the force of
gold, and whether artfully or undesignedly, worked it through
all the intricacies of Florentine character into a mighty and
extended web which ultimately enveloped the liberties of Flo-
rence. His nature was benevolent ; and he soon perceived that
popularity would do more than pride, generosity than avarice ;
beneficence than rapacity: and as he naturally leaned, even
by the admission of his enemies, towards these virtues, inclina-
tion and interest spontaneously united for his advancement;
other men's misfortunes served but as a foil for his own virtues
and as such he may have used them. Apparently unsolicitous
and even unambitious of honours he yet enjoyed their sub-
stance, and sagaciously based the greatness of his family on
public affection. His ambition was perhaps less personal than
prospective; less for himself than his posterity, for he well
knew the talents of Cosimo; and while he steadily upheld the
people’s rights and opposed the rich Popolani he appears to
have escaped the general hatred of the latter. His own interests
were apparently so identified with the public good that his mea-
sures were generally popular, and he thus laid deep foundations
for that edifice of family greatness which Cosimo was destined
to erect and Lorenzo to finish. What Giovanni’s secret motives
were; whether for himself or his descendants; or whether
they resulted from innate moral rectitude we know not, for few
have been so differently represented ; but they wore the garb
of virtue ; and the following character from his great and able
opponent Niccolo da Uzziano, a man whom say Bruto and
Tinucci he attempted by every means to ruin and drive into
exile, may not be lightly treated ; nor should the motives and
actions of his successors be suffered to cast retrospective oppro-
brium on his name *.

¢ This illustrious man,” said Uzzano with tears in his eyes,
as we are told by Cavalcanti a cotemporary historian “ this

® Tinuci, Confessione, &c.—Bruto, Storia Fior., Libro i°, p. 25.
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¢ illustrious man loved the good and pitied the bed, for he
¢« held that the latter were unfortunate, the former, virtuous
“ only by divine grace and their own exertions. This man
“ never complained of other citizens, and no one had any eom-
* plaint against him. He was ever compassionate to the poor
“and was the succour of the rich; a striver against the ad-
* versity and a friend to the prosperity of men wherever shame
“ did not thereby attach itself to the unfortunate person or the
* republic. His hands were always clear of bribes, and he
* chose rather to make others great than to be made so himself
‘“ by any man. He never asked for preéminence in' the state,
* but strennously exerted himself for the exaltation of others.
* The less he demanded the more he received : he never wens
“ to the palace except when summoned: he ever deprecated
“ war and favoured peace, to the best of his ability. Never
* did he ask any reward for the benefits that he had conferred
“ on the community, and they were great and many; wherefore
* let none of you his kinsfolk weep, or lament his loss ; because
‘“a man so just leaves you rich in glory, and you are made
“ more illustrious by the death than by the life of so good &
“ person ; it is after death that works are made manifest. Bus
* thou, O city weep! thou hast cause to weep, and te clothe
« thyself in sorrow and vexation ; for even as thy walls encircle
« thy people, so did the virtues of this man adorn thy citizens.
¢ This city, deprived of his light remains in darkmess; but
« those remedies that the Almighty God and good men have
« conceded to us, to them we must have recourse and implore
¢¢ the most high and immortal Creator that as he vouchsafed
« the grace of giving us 8o just a man, he maynowpleueto
« crown him with divine and everlasting glory " *.

Buch is the praise of a political enemy addressed to the two
sons of the deceased at a time when death exile and ruin were
generally the consequences of political defeat; and if insincere,

# Cavaleanti, Storis Fiorentins, Lib. v., eap.-iv,
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which Uzzéno's character forbids, it was a mockery too cruel
and insnlting to be addressed with impunity in the first momenta
of affliction, even by that powerful chief, to such a man as Cosimo
de’ Medici.

* Giovanni was tall and well knit, with a long face and dark
compléxion but not much colour. He had more humour than
was promised by & melancholy countenance, and was gracious
when in office; not eloquent, because unendowed by nature
with lingual fluency, but a clear arguer and sagacious counsellor
on public measures. He received general praise, and, says
Cavalcanti, if his rival lauded him so eloquently what must
have been the eulogiums of his friends! Yet it must not be sup-
posed that the rest of Uzzano’s faction had their leader's mag-
nanimity ; as an individual he was generally regretted, but he
had been an impediment and & formidable rival, sins not easily
forgiven, and his memory suffered accordingly. Giovanni is
praised by his friends for never having sought the downfall of
any man but only his own legitimate exaltation, and that by
simple gentleness: of conduct which according to its real
motive might be either pure Christian virtue or a deep a.nd
artful policy*,

- The latter part of 1428 and the commencement of the pre-
sent year were also distinguished by some liberal commercial
advantages granted to Siena, less from any good-will or broad
views of trade than with the object of securing her friendship
through fear of Visconte, and perhaps with some relation to
their own design of punishing Lucca for her treacherous conduct
in the late war. These were followed by & modification of the
duties on the produce of Romanla and the rest of Greece, in
order to attract the commerce of those countries to Pisa, which
however did not flourish under Florentine dominion. A law
against buying and selling by any but Florentine weights and
measures also distinguishes this period as well as the creation

. * Cavalcanti, Storis, Lib. v., cap. ve
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of an office calléd *“ The Conservators of the Laws " composed of
ten citizens and rendered necessary by the neglect, oppres
sions, and general maladministration of public offices. Like
most Florentine reforms it worked well for some years by
creating a strong and wholesome fear of its authority; but a
good spirit is more easily invoked than permanently maintained,
and reforms only last until haman ingenuity has had time to cir-
cumvent them : this was remarkably the case in Florence, and is
perhaps what impressed Macchiavelli so strongly with the ne-
cessity of periodically reducing institutions to first principles .
. Some severe enactments were also about this period renewed
which excluded illegitimate children from all public honours
and offices, laws essentially unjust without the advantage of
efficiency ; but a milder spirit shone forth perhaps from the
ascending influence of the Medici, in the restoration of the
‘long-persecuted Alberti to their native city ; and an attempt to
recover that city and contado from the injuries of war by allow-
ing all foreigners who settled there to hold real property, shows
that the country suffered in its. population more severely than
appears on the surface of historical records; but t.lus law ceased
in 14541,

The Catasto was too searching a medicine for opulent citi-
zens to swallow in peace, and Giovanni's death became a signal
for fresh discussions ; but even before this they had used every
art to make it hateful and while enforced with unusual severity
at home they insisted that the whole territory beyond the con-
tado should be made subject to its action ; this was ostensibly
to reach a mass of property said to be held by Florentine citi-
zens under other names, but really, as was believed, to' make
tha measure still more unpopular: nor is this unlikely, for
Niccolo da Uzzano, no friend of the Catasto, directly supported

the proposal, while Giovanni and Cosimo de' Medici were

® Bonineegni, Istor. Memorie della + Confessione, &c*, di Tinucei, MS,
Citta di Firenze, Lib. i° p. 8l.— —S. Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1046,
Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1046,
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strong in opposition. The poorer classes of Volterra were
generally favourable to this system, but the richer citizens as-
serted their national equality with Florence; declared them-
selves alliee under her protection, not subjects; and stoutly
refused to suffer any breach of the international convention
which guaranteed an independent self-government. The ques-
tion ; probably through the influence of Giovanni de’ Medici ;
was at first decided in their favour, but ultimately against
them; and after much discussion eighteen of the principal
citizens who had been sent to plead the cause of Volterra were
imprisoned for refusing to abide by the decree : their incarcer-
ation lasted six months until wearied out with suffering they
‘by the advice of Cosimo de’ Medici, yielded to the obnoxious
demand *.

The deputies’ return did not calm Volterra but on the con-
trary increased the agitation; they were at once accused of
sacrificing their country's cause to personal inconvenience and
the people called loudly on Giovanni Contugi, a citizen of some
note to head an insurrection. Contugi prudently declined,
yet proposed Giusto Landini, a young and popular citizen of
humble origin but unquiet and aspiring character, in his place :
he had little difficulty with Giusto who having been one of the
imprisoned deputies burned to revenge his individual wrong
and was nobly alive to all the glory of emancipating and ruling
his native country. The revolt soon became general; Giusto
assumed the government ; the Anziani acquiesced for the mo-
ment; and the cry of liberty and independence was echoed
from the ancient battlements of Volterra: this news flew
rapidly to Florence; a commission of ten was immediately
nominated to quell the revolt; but the country was at peace,
and the people were not alarmed.
¢ Neri Capponi, Commentarj Rer. 8tor* della Toscaua, Lib.iv., cap. ix.—
Ttal, Scrip. tom. xvii., p. 1166.—Gio. Cavalcanti, Lih. v., cap, vi—=Cambi,

‘Morelli, Ricordi, p. 82.—Ammirato, Ist. Fior., p. 177.
-Lib. xix,, pp. 1048, 1049.—Pignotti,
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Amongst the ten of war were Niccolo da Uzzano, Rinaldo
degli Albizzi, Palla Strozzi, and Puccio Pucci the friend and
able adviser of Cosimo: Palla Strozzi and Rinaldo were made
commissaries ; and Nicolas Fortebraccio called Niccolo della
Stella who then happened to be at Fucecchio with his followers,
was appointed general of the Florentines. They soon laid
siege to Volterra and had Pomerancia and all other dependen-
cies in their favour, but a general amnesty was offered on con-
dition of surrender; Giusto confident in the strength of his
position and the public union resolved on defence but demanded
assistance from Lucca and Siena; the latter refused as an ally
of Florence; and Paulo Guinigi of Lucca still dreading her
resentment for his treachery in the Milanese war, not only fol-
lowed this example but made a merit of revealing to Florence
what she was already acquainted with*.

Clamours against the Catasto and its unjust extemsion to
Volterra were loudly and industriously echoed by its more opu-
lent enemies at Florence in order to increase their own ranks
and destroy this salutary act; but the poorer people of Volterra
who eaw its justice and required its protection, declared their
good-will. They were informed that Florence did not wish to
tax their property but only that of Florentine citizens fraudu-
lently concealed under Volterranian names; that native rights
would not be disturbed, and that truth alone was sought for,
without which justice became impossible}. Meanwhile the
aspect of affairs began to alter in Volterra : Ercolano, the bro-
ther or kinsman of Contugi, seeing no prospect of success deter-
mined to propitiate Florence by the murder of Giusto and the
consequent termination of hostilities ; wherefore on the seventh
of November 1420 at the head of a band of citizens he sought
an interview with this chief who being a man of frank and
fearless character and heedless of danger, especially from Con-
* Orle. Malavolti, Btor. di Siens, + Cavaleanti, Storia Flmnt., Lib. v.,

Parte iii*, Lib. ii>.—8. Ammirato, cap. viii.
Storia, Lib. xix., p. 1031,
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tugi’s brother, was walking half-armed in the apartments of the
palace : Ercolano led him in earnest conversation amongst the
conspirators by whom he was almost instantly despatched, but
not before several had fallen under his determined hand. The
corpse wrapped in a mantle was cast from the palace windows
and his followers taken by surprise and terror-struck gradually
disappeared; Volterra was offered conditionally to the Florentine
commissaries and everything fell back, not to its former state
of freedom, but with an additional fortress, the inevitable
Catasto, a diminished territory, and lost independence *.

At Giovanni’s death Cosimo became at once the leading
citizen of Florence: Uzzano was verging towards the grave;
Rinaldo degli Albizzi with great talents and all the influence
of his father's name was intellectually inferior to Cosimo;
prouder ; perhaps more honest; but infinitely less opulent;
Neri Capponi deservedly enjoyed a great reputation and had
strong personal influence both from his own and his father's
virtues but was comparatively poor; his power therefore was
less and had it been more he might have been too honest to
use it with the unscrupulousness of Cosimo. The latter was
invariably supported by his cousin Averardo and Puccio Pueci
a citizen of low rank; both men of talent, but the last preémi-
nent, and the first compensating in boldness and energy for

* what he lacked of superior genius. - Without the advice of these
two, says Bruto, ** Cosimo never moved a leaf.” At his acces-
sion to power Cosimo found the city distracted by political fac-
tions and had himself been no idle spectator: he at once
aspired to lead the people and govern the commonwealth
against all the opposition of the great and he possessed the
requisite qualities; youth, sense, genius, a powerful eloquence,
becoming gravity, constancy of purpose, gentle manners, end-
less riches, liberelity, splendour, and a solid magnificence in his
* Gio. Morelli, Ricordi, p. 82.—Ca- p. 178.—Neri Capponi, Commentarj,

valcanti, Lib, v.,cap. xiv.—Macchia- Rtr Ital. Scrip .y tom. xviii., p. 1166,
velli, Lib, iv.—QGio, Cambi, Istorie,
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establishment ; all these caught the favour of the multitude,
and the more so because he was considered as their own. His
ambition too was veiled under an unassuming courtesy of de-
meanour which in so distinguished a person won every heart
but did not blind the eyes of his enemies, for his power over
the lower ¢lasses whenever it suited him to agitate shook the
magisterial authority to its centre. Thus the union of princely
riches and more than princely talent ; the memory of paternal
fame ; his frank and social bearing which put no distance be-
tween him and his fellow-citizens ; his extensive charities and
general beneficence as well as the peculiar times in which he
lived, when the whole nstion was ready to be bought ; all con-
spired to lay the foundation of that great power which under-
mined republican liberty and in his children’s hands completed
the subjugation of their country. Yet says Bruto; and his
favourable testimony to a Medici is important; “ All the au-
thors of those times agree that no man in any city into whose
hands public liberty ever fell was able by arms and violence to
acquire that authority to which Cosimo in a free city and in a
cause hateful to all (which greatly increased his difficulty)
achieved by public favour and esteem”*. Nor was it easy
even for those who had succeeded in penetrating his intentions
and discovering his real objects to rebuke or repress them:
they were checked by a certain air of blended gravity and
moderation that never outstepped the bounds of civic equality
and either deceived or disarmed the greater part of his coun-
trymen.

No sooner was Niccolo Fortebraccio again left free by the
submission of Volterra than he retired to his old quarters
about Fucecchio and recruiting his army with half the ruffians
of Tuscany whom he allured to his standard, prepared in the
month of November to ravage Lucca. To this he was probably
encouraged by the known anger of Florence against that state

* Bruto, delle Istorie Fiorentine, Lib, i°, p. 33.
VOL. ILI. L
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and the prospect of being adopted as her general; but his
ostensible reason; for even these lawless miscreants alleged
reasons for their deeds; was to recover some arrears of money
due since 1418 to his uncle Braccio da Montone of whom he
was the heir*. Paulo Guinigi from whom this money had
been similarly extorted by Braccio, despatched Jacopo Viviani,
(& man whose life he had formerly spared for & conspiracy to
murder him) with complaints against Fortebraccio's conduct :
the ambaseador delivered his remonstrance in public, but pri-
vately excited all Florence to hostility. To shield himself from
Paulo’s resentment he procured from the Seignory an order to
prohibit his return; and thus did he betray a master who had
mercifully spared his life when he might have legally and con-
scientiously taken it, so sure is it that a man rarely forgives
the person whom he has deeply injured.

The eager and exciting representations of Viviani backed by
encouraging accounts from Fortebraoccio of his own rapid pro-
gress and the disposition of the people ; and still farther corro-
borated by the various Florentine agents in the Lucchese
state, inflamed the public mind so0 as to engender an universal
desire of making the war its own. Resentment of former in-
juries and the ambition of conquering & weaker state that bor-
dered their whole frontier and was considered both morally and
geographically as the portal of their enemies, excited such a
spirit in Florence that nothing could stand againstit+. It was
said that Neri Capponi encouraged Fortebraccio secretly to the
enterprise ; but as Macchiavelli, Nerli, Poggio, Malavolte, and
Ammirato principally inculpate Rinaldo degli Albizzi, the two
latter giving his speech; while Bruto evidently following Ti-
nuoci's Confesgion, entirely exonerates him, and even asserts
that he was an active advocate for peace, it is difficult now to
name all who urged on this war, and still more so to discover
* Neri Capponi, Comment. Rer. Ital. + Neri Capponi, Comment., Rer.

Scrip., tom. xix., p. 1166.—Poggio Ital. Scrip., tomo xviii., p. 1167.
Bracciolini, Stords, Lib. vi,, p. 171.
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what party incited Fortebraccio to commence it; for Neri Cap-
poni tells us that some person did do so, and his manner of
relating it leads to the belief that it might have been himself.
It is improbable that this general would have ventured on so
bold a step unless well assured of Florentine approbation if not
support, and because various personal and party views induced
the leading factions to plunge Florence into hostilities, it may
be believed that all except Uzzano and a very small minority,
a8 will be seen by the votes, joined in this warlike agitation *.
Nevertheless as these intrigues, if they existed, were secretly
conducted unknown and unsanctioned by the state, the Seignory
asserted in answer to Paulo that Fortebraccio was no longer in
their pay and therefore acting without their orders on his own
responsibility : yet says Giov. Morelli, a cotemporary, * all was
done in order to bring the people under the yoke "+.

Cosimo and his faction were not indifferent spectators of
these things and their intrigues if we credit Tinucci may be
thus shortly narrated. Cosimo and Averardo de’ Medici being
determined to ruin Uzzano whom Niccolo Soderini one of their
own faction had unknown to them designed to assassinate ;
after promising him protection when discovered, took the
opportunity of another partisan, Nastagio Guiducei’s election
to the priorship and made bhim promise to arrest and accom-
plish the ruin of Uzzapo, for which he received a present
bribe and the promise of what more might be wanted. This,
had Nastagi been able to accomplish it, would have at once
cleared the way for Cosimo ; but the scheme failed and he re-
sorted to war as a secure road to political supremacy because
the * Specchio " and his ample resources enabled him either to
win over or neutralise the opposition of a majority in the public
councils but more especially in the Seignory. The Medici
* D ti, Cavalcanti, vol. fi.— iii%, Lib.ii% p, 19.—Nerli,Com. Lib. ii°.
Neri Capponi, Commentarj Rerum. —Poggio, Lib. vi., p. 172.

Ttal. Script., tom. xviii, p. 1166.— + Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1053.—Ri-
Orl°, Malavolti, Storia di Siens, Partc cordi di Giovan. Morelli, p. 87.
LR
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therefore rejoiced when Niccolo Tinucci first told them of For-
tebraccio's aggression, and immediately tried to secure the co-
operation of Tommaso Barbadori the gonfalonier of justice in
their prosecution of a war against Lucca. Barbadori was un-
willing to act openly as chief instigator; wherefore Nastagi
Guiducei and Tommeaso Franceschi were by means of Nic-
colo Soderini and Puccio Pucci established as the movers of
this question *.

Fortebraccio’s rapid progress excited the Florentines with
the prospect of new conquests although still faint from the late
war's exhaustion and the recent expeditions against Marradi
and Volterra; wherefore a united assembly of the three
councils was by the exertion of Nastagi summoned to discuss
the subject. The first meeting was early in November, at which
a hoary citizen named Lorenzo Rosso seems to have had much
influence in promoting war while many influential members
were bribed by the war party to stay away: the second was
summoned for the fourth or ninth of December; but the day
previous, Nastagi, Soderini, and Ser Martino Mastini had a
secret consultation with the Medici. Averardo advised an
energetic adherence to their actual plan, and Cosimo offered all
his aid to carry it out: the three former endeavoured to bring
Rinaldo degli Albizzi into their opinion, but he was adverse
to their mode of acting though not to the enterprise, and
being told that the Medici advised it said he objected because
he thought it should at first be more carefully pondered ;
but adding, * Do what you think good, for you of the Seignory
should not be opposed; yet I do not approve of it.” The
Councils of the People, the Community, and the Two Hundred ;
in all four hundred and ninety-eight members; assembled
the next morning, and after much discussion war was formally
voted with only ninety-nine dissentients, and even these when
they rose to speak were insulted, spat at, and their words

® Tinucci, Confessione.—S. Ammirato, Stor., Lib. xix., p. 1058.
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rendered inaudible by long-continued knocking and coughing *.
Ashamed of this disorder the Seignory imposed silence, and
Agnolo Pandolfini a citizen of exalted character and influence,
rising; first demolished the warlike arguments of Rinaldo degli
Albizzi, then demonstrated the impolicy of war, and if made,
asserted that domestic factions would render it ruinous to
Florence, because every individual was resolved to adhere ob-
stinately to his own opinion. *“It is enough for me” said
Pandolfini ““that I have striven to preserve the honour and
prosperity of my native city: I know that all is useless, yet the
authors of this enterprise will be the first to repent of it.” Nor
was there one who had the boldness to speak so warmly against
the war as Agnolo Pandolfini did for the public good, which he
put before all other considerations .

It was marvellous, says Ammirato, to see those who had
hitherto opposed war, now ardently promoting it, and on the
contrary it was loudly blamed by those who before had been
its warmest supporters! which perhaps, adds the historian,
*“arises from the greater desire that men have to seize the
property of others than to take care of their own ; because the
hope of gain is always greater than the fear of loss.” But the
more equal distribution of taxation caused by the Catasto, ren-
dered this burden generally lighter and the great mass of
citizens more willing to bear it for so alluring an object as the
conquest of Lucca : and moreover the Medician or war faction,
was the most powerful and energetic, and the multitude of
both factions who shouted along with them enormous. In this
conjuncture Niccolo da Uzzano rose and spoke strongly against
it as impolitic, unwarrantable, and difficult to accomplish. It
was unwarrantable because the only shadow of an excuse for

* « Anchiennes Croniques de Pise en 1456, Rer. Ital. Scriptores, vol. xviii.,
Ytalie,” from MS, No. p. 377, Royal p. 1162, &c. Giov. Morelli, Ricordi,
Lib., Paris. — Cavalcanti, Lib. vii, p. 87.—Giov. Cambi, p. 179,

cap. viii.—Neri Capponi, Comment®. + Vide note 2, Cavalcanti, Storis,
di Cose seguitc in Italia del 1419 al Lib. vi., cap. vii., p. 306.
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hostilities was the treachery of Paulo in the Milanese war, an
act not unprovoked, and which had been eompletely cancelled
by admitting him into the late treaty with that state as a
friend and adherent of Florence; but,said his enemies, expressly
to deprive him of Philip's protection and give Florence the
opportunity of revenge without offending the Duke of Milan *.
It was difficult said Uzzano, because our enemies will instantly
support Lucca, and above all Duke Philip will and can easily
assist that state without any hostile demonstration. Venice
he said was very little to be trusted, Siena doubtful, and on
seeing Pisa conquered and Lucca about to fall would provide
for her own safety. He finally urged the Florentines to be
satisfied with their actual dominion and give up conquest; but
was answered that if this reasoning were always good Flo-
rence would then have been only a petty community comprised
within her original boundaries instead of & powerful republict.
War and the siege of Lucca having been determined, appa-
rently with the intervention and consent of subordinate cities,
and a Balia of Ten nominated, two commissaries repaired to
the army and found Niccolo Fortebraccio before Villa Basilica
where he was instantly proclaimed General of the Floren-
tines. The town soon surrendered, the captured places were
delivered up to Florence and the army soon after marched to
Collodi.

Thenceforward the war began to languish; not from any
want of force talent or military skill, or any peculiar virtue of
the enemy; but entirely from the interested selfish ambition
of individuals and the clash of opposing factions. Those of
Uzzéno and the Medici were now at their full height ; and the
former, because it was entirely opposed to hostilities wished
for their failure even to the dishonour of Florence, rather than

* Neri Capponi, Commentarj Rer. held out to the last.—( Vide Docw-
Ital. Scrip., tom. xviii., p. 1166-7.— menti, vol. ii., Storia di Cavalcanti.)
This seems doubtful : the Florentine + Ammirato, Lib. xix., p. 1055.—
ambaszadors were strong against it and Cavalcanti, Storia, Lib. vi., cap. vi.
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success with the glory of their political antagonists and against
their own recorded opinions.

The Medici on the other hand seeing many of their rivals
employed in directing the war, became jealous of such exalta-
tion end therefore exaggerated their failures and disparaged
their success ; yet both chiefs were able and prudent men, both
competent to conduct the state; the one waxing, the other
waning ; but each struggling to acquire or preserve the ascend-
ent, and perhaps both turned somewhat from their natural
course by the intemperance of their followers*. The result
was a fierce encounter of factions; the object, exaltation of party;
the victim public good : national energy was distorted to party
purposes, national rulers were paralysed even when honest, for
they were forced to employ the partisan, not the individual.
The country suffered, the war was cruel beyond the age, pro-
crastinated, and proportionably feeble ;. an imp of faction fos-
tered by treachery and hate.

Amongst the “ Ten of War,” who were elected on 15th De-
cember, we find Giovanni Pucci, Martino Martini, Giovanni
della Stufa, and Neri Capponi ; a majority of them being either
direct partisans or under the influence of Cosimo. His brother
Lorenzo was immediately appointed ambassador to Milan and
Venice where he had opportunities of protracting the war at
the pleasure of Cosimo by a secret understanding with both
governments. But ere all this happened Fortebraccio had
made terrible progress: his soldiers swarmed over the whole
oountry like pismires hurrying to and fro and loaded with
prey : throughout all the valleys of Lucca, says Cavalcanti,
nothing was heard but the tocsin’s sound, the shouts of men
the screams of women and the cries of children; even the
very beasts of the field added to the fearful scene by their low-
ing and bellowing: the whole country was driven to ruin;

* Anchiennes Croniques de Pise en Ytalie.—Cavalcanti, Storis, Lib. vii., cap,
viii., p. 387. :
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“ for in this perverse man " says the same author, “not only
was there no pity but he gave not the slightest pause or respite
to his cruelty.” Town after town fell beneath him and was
crushed : Pontetetto first yielded ; then San Quirico, Lucchio,
Castellare, Monte Fegatese, Ghivizzano, Casole, Rocca dal
Borgo, Lugliano, Cotrone, and several others, were all suc-
cessively taken and ravaged even before the Florentine standard
was unfurled in the vales of Lucca*.

Rinaldo degli Albizzi was made commissary, and his suc-
cesses would quickly have brought the war to a crisis had he
not on that very account been removed through Medician influ-
ence : this removal was some time after followed by defeat,
and Averardo apprehensive of its influence on the public mind
hurried from the Mugello to the capital, and amidst a round
of private entertainments given for this sole object, succeeded
in persuading the citizens that if a new Balia were appointed
Lucca would soon be conquered : the suggestion was taken ; &
fresh Balia named ; and Cosimo and Puccio Pucci were of the
numbert. This gave the Medici complete command of the
war; new measures were adopted; Niccolo Tolentino and Mi-
chellotto were engaged with their respective followers; the
military expenses of course increased and so heavy and conti-
nued & drain of taxation was established that but few unas-
sisted by Cosimo, could pay up in time, wherefore numbers
were placed * Allo Speechio ™ according to the wishes of the
Medici. Averardo kept constantly with Michellotto secretly
directing his movements, and after an abortive attempt to cone
demn Giovanni Guicciardini for supposed peculation while
with the army, because he obstructed their projects and was
likely to expose them, the Medici created an * Offics of Rebel-
lion” to intimidate and persecute their opponents under legal
forms which searched out those who had been sentenced but had

* Cavaleanti, Lib. vi., cap. iv.
4+ Ammirato, Lib. xxix., p. 1070.—Tinucci, Confessione.
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escaped punishment, in order to carry all the rigour of the law
into action against them; and because Tinucci, as he asserts,
refused to be instrumental in injuring a certain Piero del Cara
and was moreover the means of his learning their adverse in-
tentions, he was never more trusted by the Medici*. Cosimo,
Averardo, Puccio Pucci, Piero Ginori, Lorenzo Verezzano,
Niccolo Bussini, Giovanni de’ Pucei and Tinucci usually met
at the houses of these two Medici to settle the proceedings of
the “Ten of War " and other magistracies, Averardo being
always described as chief actor in all these intrigues. Nor
were they idle abroad; for while Lorenzo de’ Medici was at
Milan he kept up a close intercourse and friendship with the
Duke and hed frequent nightly interviews with him and his
secretary, the account of which he used to write with his own
hand in cypher to Cosimo; so that his private secretary who
was Tinucci's informant remained entirely ignorant of what had
passed .

Astorri Gianni the other commissary, who wished to finish
the war, intended to possess himself of all the passes through
which succours might arrive for Lucca and therefore invested
Pietrasanta the capture of which would have given him Mog-
gano and so closed up that entrance against any foreign aid ;
but Averardo remonstrated through Martini with the Balia,
alleging that they could only gain Pietrasanta with the loss
of Pisa which was daily threatened by the ememy, Gianni
was immediately ordered to desist and reprimanded for hesi-
tating to obey this treacherous mandate; wherefore the road
remained open to Francis Sforza, and then followed a defeat and
subsequent disasters. But Averardo would allow of no success
in the army: Rinaldo at his instance was recalled from the
Val di Luni where conquest attended him: Neri Capponi who
* Bruto, Stor. Fiorent,, Lib. i. p. 74-5. aggerates every part, instead of receiv-
4+ Bruto not satisfied even with this ing it with that caution necessary to

and other par~ -« Tinu--'s e -idence be observed towards a man insuch cir-
sguinst the Medici, amplifies and ex- cumstances.
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followed in his steps also felt the influence of Averardo’s
Jjealousy, and Alemanno Salviati the man he most wanted was
finally put in their place. The war then languished according
to the intention of Cosimo, but the expense increased and
Medician power along with it: Salviati became rich, but
Rinaldo who was still serving and still successful in other
quarters, was finally through Averardo's influence removed
altogether ; the same jealousy kept Neri Capponi unemployed
for Cosimo feared his abilities and dreaded the power and
popularity which success would give him with the people.

The next expressly created obstacle to a termination of the
war was the vain attempt through Brunelleschi to swamp
Lucca by turning the river Serchio against its walls: it is
improbable that so able an engineer should have expected this
to be successful, but he was perhaps a partisan and probably
influenced by Cosimo, though Neri Capponi strongly objected
to and laughed at the undertaking*.

Cosimo left no stone unturned to support his own greatness,
and used to say to his confidants, that a drain of the money
market and & loan of the produce to government on good
security was the way to effect this, because he gained much by
it and at the same time secured the people’s admiration of his
patriotism for thus risking fortune in the public service t.

No sooner had war begun than an embassy was despatched
from Siena to remonstrate against it; but the Florentines
declared that their hostility was directed against the tyrant
alone not the people of Lucca; that on his abdication peace
would be instantly restored, and if he refused the Sencse
were free to demand any other security they deemed necessary
for their own safety which would be instantly given by the
Florentines. This quieted Siena for the moment, and Flo-
rence having sent ambassadors to justify her own conduct at

* Commentario di Neri di Gino Capponi. (Vide Rerum. Ital. Scriptores,
tom, xviii., p. 1166. t Confessione di Tinuoci.
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Milan Venice and Rome, as well as to the other potentates of
Italy, all of whom except Visconti returned doubtful answers,
commenced the year 1430, by the continuance of a war which,
begun in injustice, produced nothing but misfortune *.

This sketch of Medician intrigue as given by Tinucci will
throw some light on the subsequent history of the war, and is
so far unobjectionable as it agrees in its outline with other nar-
ratives : nor is there anything in the more minute details to
induce a suspicion of its general authenticity as in the case
of Giovanni: Cosimo's conduct bears Tinucci out; Giovanni's
did not : the latter was universally liked and respected ; and
those who rejoiced in his death as a political adversary, mourned
him as a man, and soon found themselves in a worse condition
than before. * For Cosimo,” says Nerli, * knowing the reputa-
tion that Giovanni had bequeathed to him and his house
amongst the citizens, the people, and minor artisans; and
aware of the great number of his friends and partisans in many
families of noble popolani; began to attend with greater eager-
ness to state affairs and take a livelier interest in them than
his father had done, wherefore the number of his adherents
became more manifest and to the heads of the government it
plainly appeared that he was advancing without impediment
direct to the sovereignty "+.

This was Cosimo's grand political movement, and Tinucci’s
Confession casts some light on the springs that worked it: he
is evidently Bruto’s great authority; byt Bruto himself, born
about fifteen years before the fall of the republic, and associating
with the bitterest enemies of the Medici especially at Lyon
(where he first published his work in 1573) seems to have im-
bibed much of that party spirit which so disfigures almost every
pege of Florentine history. He was a Venetian, and the Doge
Marco Foscarini thus writes of him. * To render this work

® Poggio Bracciolini, Lib. vi., pp. 172 + Commentarj del Nerli, Lib. ii°,
—180. p. 38.
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one of the most complete amongst the number that have ap-
peared since the restoration of literature, Bruto perhaps wants
‘that single condition which he wished for in others ; namely, a
soul uninfluenced by passion ; for he never ceases biting at the
house of Medici, and moreover adopts a style in writing of them
that discovers his adverse spirit more than is becoming to a wise
and considerate author. It is credible that such a party spirit
may have gradually possessed Giovanni Michele Bruto in con-
sequence of his intimacy at Lyon with several Florentine refu-
gees enemies to the Mediciar: sovereignty.” His history there-
fore, now our principal guide until the death of Lorenzo, must
in all that is adverse to the Medici, be received with that in-
stinctive caution which usally springs up in the unbiassed mind
a8 a natural protection against the high-wrought vehemence
of party men. Like Gibbon with priests and Hume with
Stuarts is Michael Bruto with the Medici *.

CotexporarY MoNarcus.—No change.

* YVita e Opere di Giov. Michele Bruto, p. 25.
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CHAPTER XXXII.

FROM A.D. 1430 TO A.D. 1438

——

THE ultimate destination of all the so-called Italian republics
was a real monarchy under democratic forms which blinded the
people’s eyes to the veritable nature of their govern-
ment and so far answered the purpose of liberty by
a persuasion that they were incontestably free. Lucca was
not an exception to this rule: the family of Guinigi was one of
the first in that republic, and its chief Francesco had taken a
conspicuous part in the restoration of his country’s indepen-
dence. After his death their power alarmed the jealousy of
others; many ambitious citizens united to diminish it and
were for a while successful, until Lazzaro his son recovered the
ascendant : still a fierce enmity existed between the Guinigi on
one side, and the Fortiguerri and Rapondi on the other, which
in 1892 burst into open war and ended by the death of Forte-
guerri and the exaltation of Lazzaro to the chief place in the
commonwealth. He governed Lucca with great prudence for
many years but at last fell by the band of his own brother in
the following manner: having a ward of eight years old, the
only remaining descendant of the famous Castruccian race, she
became the object of his brother Antonio's aspirations, but
whether from her extreme youth or other cause Lazzaro refused
his consent to the marriage and promised her to his younger
brother Paulo. Furious at this rebuff and encouraged by their

A.D. 1480.
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common brother-in-law Niccolao Sbarra, he conspired with the
latter and murdered Lazzaro while writing in his cabinet; but so
far from being seconded when they called on the people to rise,
they were ou the contrary delivered over to the tribunals, con-
demned, and beheaded. Paulo succeeded to all his brother's
authority, and aided by the Duke of Milan became captain and
lord of the Lucchese republic which he ruled with mildness if
not wisdom for thirty years, until ruined by this dispute with
the Florentines. Paulo Guinigi never was a friend to Florence,
and if conjecture may be substituted for historical facts when
the latter are unexplained, the real causes of this war seem to
have been the public antipathy to kim ; & strong desire for con-
quest; individual ambition; intrigue, agitation; and tempting
opportunity. Fortebraccio made his incursions with the true
spirit of a condottiere and as regarded Florence with the saga-
city of a statesman, relying on national hatred for impunity
and on national ambition for ultimate support. The great ma-
jority of Florentines, dazzled by the success of a handful of
brigands and urged by Lorenzo Rosso, panted for conquest;
the Medici whose game was war worked every engine to stimu-
late the prevailing humour; but their object was prolonged
hostilities, while the mass of citizens was for a rapid and bril-
liant conquest, with perhaps ulterior views. Hence alternate
success, failure, accusations, removals, and indecisive events,
until time was given for other actors to enter on the scene of
this disgraceful drama.

Amongst those who were originally opposed to hostilities
may certainly be placed Neri di Gino Capponi; before Forte-
braccio's inroad he had in consequence of the long and recent
war advised peace and an entire forgiveness of former injuries:
when or why he changed is now unknown; perhaps tempted
like many others by Fortebraccio’s victories; and Cavalcanti
not only repeats the very credible rumour that the latter acted
under the auspices of Neri, but expressly names him as one of
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the four audacious citizens who impatiently rose and offered to
take the consequences of the war upon themselves*: Averardo,
Rineldo, and Martini were the others. * What,” said they,
““are you about? Why is time lost? Everything may be
*‘ recovered but loss of time. Heed not those citizens who
*¢ come here well stuffed with Paulo’s gifts. Let not that which
* belongs to all be denied by a few, neither allow horses and
“rich velvets to be the defensive armour of your enemy.
‘ Be yo assured that he will get no foreign aid, for the ink is
* hardly dry that signed the peace of Milan, and Philip has not
‘“yot ceased trembling at the dangers of that war. What
*then are you thinking of? Why delay so glorious an en-
* terprise ?”

Such was their language as given by a cotemporary ; and yet
Bruto, without ever having seen Cavalcanti's history, rates
Macchiavelli who drew largely from it, for making Rinaldo the
warm advocate of war; in which the latter is also borne out by
Poggio Bracciolini another cotemporary historian. Cavalcanti
himself decidedly condemns the war as unjust, rapacious, and
impolitic; and he, though a state prisoner at the time, was a
diligent inquirer, and could scarcely have been in error as to
the persons or language of four such citizens in a public assem-
bly whose proceedings were no secret; wherefore his testimony
may be fairly received as true .

The forces immediately assembled for this war were im-
mense : besides Niccolo Fortebraccio and Guido Antonio Lord
of Faenza, there were no less than ten condottieri of the first
rank and many inferior leaders engaged in the Florentine
service. 'This military aristocracy was however anything but
united or obedient, and a family feud between Bernardino
della Carda of the Ubaldini, and Fortebraccio, increased the

® Neri Capponi, Commentarj Rerum. p. 295 ; cap. vi., p. 305.
Ital. Serip., tom. xviii, p. 1166.— } Cavalcanti, Storia, Lib. vi., cap. xv.,
Cavalcanti, 8to a Lib. vi, cap. ii., and Lib. vii., cap. viii., p. 385.
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disorder so much that Astorre Gianni was ordered to take the
supreme command of these arrogant leaders in the name of
the Florentine people. ~ Gianni from his rapacity cruelty and
corrupt inclinations, was called the ¢ Uccellaccio” or bird of
evil, and his gratuitous barbarity at Serravezza more than
justified the appellation.

The thoroughly Guelphic inhabitants of that valley hating
a Ghibeline ruler were desirous of withdrawing from Paulo
Guinigi's authority and placing themselves under Florentine
protection : they accordingly named one Barzo, a man of rough
eloquence and some distinction in the community, to offer the
sovereignty of their valley to the commissary Astorre Gianni,
then investing Pietrasanta, for the Florentine republic. Barzo
was instructed to inform him that the town could hardly be
taken without their assistance and yet was absolutely necessary
to any successful attack on Lucca; for no aid could reach that
city from the Pisan frontier, and the valley of Seravezza gar-
risoned by Florentines could exclude all succours from Lom-
bardy; so that Lucca and Pietrasanta were equally dependent
on Seravezza which was in fact their citadel. The territory
of Seravezza is entered and defended by & narrow pass which
gradually expands into a broad and spacious valley encom-
passed by lofty mountains, and through this ran the road from
Lombardy to Pietrasanta and Lucca. Barzo in an animated
speech offered this important position with the hearts and
hands of its people to Florence, at the same time telling
Astorri that no unworthy fears had moved them to the step, for
they could easily defend themselves against every attack, even
though his army were far more numerous; but they thus acted
because the anger of fortune was fierce against Lucca and
they had no means of turning it but by endeavouring to save all
the country in their power from devastation. If therefore
their offer were accepted Lucca and all its territory would
quietly fall into the hands of Florence and the country remain
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uninjured ; and the sooner done the less the evil, and the
more beneficial to Florence. * For when was it ever before
* known,” exclaimed Barzo with energy, “ when was it ever
“ known that a defensible country was reduced to submission
* without a frightful slaughter of the human race? It is
* reserved for thee O general of the Florentines, to accomplish
* this ; wherefore lose not thy time but take the offered good.”

The gift was accepted and the valley occupied; but how?
Not by friends and allies as was expected, but by & jealous
suspicious soldiery, who after garrisoning every post to the ex-
clusion of all natives summoned them to the church, where
they were to hear the commands of the Florentine people
and formally confirm their allegiance. The order was strictly
obeyed, but no sooner were the inhabitants assembled in and
about the sacred edifice than they were startled by a sudden
gleam of arms, with loud shouts and shrill cries of death to
the Seravezzans ringing throu'gh the aisle: those who resisted
fell, the men were made prisoners, the women shamefully dis-
honoured, the dwellings plundered, and the valley devastated !
No cause seems to have been assigned for the perpetration of
this atrocious deed, and we should with Bruto be inclined to
reject the tale were it not minutely related by a cotemporary
author whom Bruto never saw, followed by Macchiavelli, con-
firmed by Ammirato, and, as to the main fact, by Tinucci
also and the public displeasure of Florence. Unscrupulous as
they generally were when successful, the Florentines expressed
great indignation at this treachery and loudly demanded As-
torre’s punishment: it was granted, and the decemvirate of
war despatched the following characteristic letter as recorded by
Cavalcanti.

¢ To Thee.—Unbeloved of thy Country.”

“ The numerous acts of infamy that are attributed to thee by
* loyal citizens have for many days past been stunning our
“ ears; wherefore we enjoin and expressly command, that

VOL. ITI. M
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« after having seen our letters no interval of time shall be con-
“ ceded to thee for thy appearance at our residence. ~And if
“ thou dost not obey, thou wilt fall and deservedly, under our
« displeasure, which will not pass away without thy most
« grievous punishment.” Astorre Gianni returned, was con-
demned, and admonished, by which he became ineligible to
public office, and was moreover compelled to restore some
plunder to the Seravezzans who were otherwise indemnified
as circumstances allowed, but nothing could compensate the
tarnished honour of their wives and daughters*. Rinaldo
degli Albizzi a bold and able man, succeeded Gianni: he was
proud, unpopular, and deemed by the vulgar avaricious, for he
despised luxury and sensuality : but he infused a better spirit
into the army, invested Lucca, and reduced it to such straits
as alarmed the jealousy of his rivals who accused him of trad-
ing with the soldiers for their plunder. This made him re-
turn without permission to Florénce and indignantly throw up
his appointment: Giovanni Guicciardini succeeded, followed
up Rinaldo's success, and was forced to return by a similar
process, perhaps in this case with more reason; but he was
absolved in defiance of the Medici by Uzzano's influencet.
These accusations, civil broils, and military failures augmented
the general disorder and so equal were parties that every
election was minutely analysed and the relative numbers com-
pared, with all the eagerness of individual interest; so that by

* As an illustration of the military
licence of that age take the following
anecdote from Michele Bruto’s History,
Lib. i., p. 65 (Volgarizzate da Stanis-
lao Gatteschi). “Ed io Stesso (cid &
Bruto) trattenutomi un tempo in Lucca
curioso di saper le cose dell’ etd pas-
eata, udii raccontarmi da alcuui, come
giovanetti saputo avevan dai padri
loro, che i soldati eran usi rimandare
ai parenti le bennati donne, avanzo di
lor libidine, dopo avere a quelle scor-

ciato fin dove men conveniva,lagonna;
perché cosi, in aumento degli altri
guai, le pungesse pid vivamente 1’ onta
del violato pudore.”

Orlan. Malavolti, Storia di Siena,
Lib. ii., Parte ii*, p. 19.—Macchiavelli,
Stor. Fior., Lib. iv.—Cavalcanti, Storia
di Firenze, Lib. vi., cap. ix., x., xi., xii.
— Amnmirato, Lib. xix., p. 1058.

+ Nerli Commentarj, Lib. ii., p. 39.
Fol. Ed.—Cavalcanti, Storis Fiorent.,
Lib. vi., cap. xv., xvi.
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disunion and other obstacles the stream of public business
became impeded disordered and overswollen, and a crisis was
evidently at hand. '

It has been already mentioned that the Med.lcm.n party in
concert with the great architect Brunelleschi conceived the bar-
barous idea of overwhelming Lucca by turning the river Ser-
chio against her walls, and Tinucci asserts that it was pro-
posed, not with any idea of succeeding but expressly to prolong
the war: success indeed could scarcely bave been expected ;
military men were silently opposed to it ; Neri Capponi openly
ridiculed it, withstood it in council for two days, and predicted
its failure : he insisted that Paulo would at any moment be
able to destroy the works and send the water back to the Ser-
chio. Brunelleschi at his desire was despatched to examine
the ground, and was too powerfully supported to receive much
opposition from the army. The architect of the great dome of
Florence was no light anthority and he reported the feasibility
of this scheme ; the thoughtless multitude shouted gallantly
for the swamping of Lucca because the plan was novel and
destructive as well as plausible; and the TEN thus urged com-
manded its immediate execution*. Some plausibility was in-
deed attached to the notion that no common ramparts could
withstand the mighty pressure of the Serchio's waters, and a sort
of barbaric grandeur to the idea of washing a whole city away
in its wave; but the result belied it and the Lucchese destroyed
these works as often as they pleased. Their mode of stopping
the enemy's labour was ingenious: Guinigi ordered a great
number of pits to be dug during the night near an unfinished
part of the dike each deep enough to cover 2 man to the eye-
brow and long enough for two crossbow-men to stand and ply
their weapons. Morning brought the Florentines in dense
masses to labour at the works but they were received with
showers of arrows by the half-buried invisible enemy and felt

@ Neri Capponi, Comm. Rer. Ital. Scr., tom. xviii,, p. 1170.
M2
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the shaft even before they heard the twang of the crossbow ;
* they looked fearfully around but no foe was visible yet arrows
flew thick and fast, striking upwards as if from the infernal
regions, and a superstitious fear came over all the host. Thus
stupefied they knew not whether going or staying would most
favour the enchantment, but the longer they remained the
sharper the shower and the quicker they fell under this invisi-
ble archery, until at last all fled in terror from their work : the
alarm soon became general, for unable to discover the source
of 80 inevitable a death they believed it pure devilry and would
in nowise face it. The dikes were eventually broken, the ene-
my's camp swamped, the army compelled to dislodge, and Bru-
nelleschi retired with shame and mortification to Florence,
where the inconstant stream of popularity which before had
borne him up as a god, now rushed over him and the very boys
in the streets sang scornful ballads in ridicule of his failure*.
This as may be supposed hurt him deeply, nevertheless there
was no diminution of the excitement and sanguine expecta-
tions of Florence. The conquest of Lucca was not only consi-
dered certain but bore public ambition onward to more distant
objects, and even the future acquisition of Siena floated in vision-
ary splendour before the people : the reduction of that state was
now so familiarly discussed, that the very children chanted pro-
phetic distichs on the subjectt. Assmoke warns us of fire, said
the Senese, so do these trifles indicate evil, wherefore let us suc-
cour the seignior of Lucca, render this chanting harmless, and
revenge all the injuries we have received from the Florentines.
Such ebullitions of public feeling were prudently repressed by
the government, and Antonio Petrucci was despatched as a
mediator between the belligerent states. Antonio on his
arrival demanded an audience, but was repeatedly rebuffed by
* Coment. di Neri Capponi, Rer. Ital. + Such as:—

Serip., tom. xviii., p. 1169.—Tinucci,  “ Ave Maris grazia piens
Confessione, MS.— Ammirato, Storia, Avuto Lucea avremo Siena.” and

Lib, xx., pp. 1061,1062.—Cavalcanti,  “ Guarti (guardati) Siena
Lib, vi., cap. xvii. Ché Lucca triems.”
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frivolous excuses and recommendations to return at a more
convenient season. This mockery of the war party was ren-
dered more pungent by their adversaries, who told him that he
was designedly scorned and insulted ; whereupon after many
days of vain expectation Antonio indignantly quitted the town,
repeating a common proverb*. * You have reckoned without
your host,” said he to those that accompanied him to the gate,
“ and I say so that you may repeat it from me to your Seignory
“‘ @8 most suitable to their proud demeanour. Tell them how
“ Antonio Petrucci demanded peace for Lucca, and now from
¢ the Senese he flings you menaces of war.” He then quitted
the city. The Senese were furious at this treatment and An-
tonio tried to stir up their passions to immediate hostilities
but the government still prevailed: burning with anger he
raised a considerable force for Guinigi, but Florence remon-
strated and fearing the result he mustered them on the eccle-
siastical frontier, passed the Pisan territory unchecked, entered
the Lucchese state, and aided by a company of Genoese cross-
bows broke though the Florentine legions, their bastions and
their dikes and entered Lucca in triumph. This was the
first fruit of his indignation, nor did it end there; on the
contrary he so worried the besiegers by his activity that Flo-
rence despatched another embassy to insist on his recal : the
request was complied with, but Antonio refused obedience as
inconsistent with the honour of a condottiere engaged in his
lord's service; he then left Lucca well supplied and repaired
to Milan with the Lucchese envoys for the purpose of engag-
ing Philip Visconte in defence of that state. Petrucci was
further exasperated because the Florentines had prevented his
being Podestd of Lucca therefore had double cause to act
against them and all the vigour of Guinigi's defence was in
fact the result of his spirit, for though nearly every fortified
* « Una coss penss il ghiotto

Ed un’ altra il tavernajo
E altra colui che spends il mal densjo.”
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town in the provinces of Lunigiana, Garfagnana, Valeriana and
other places was captured Lucca still stood, undsunted un-
injured and alone*.

A new Balia was appointed by Florence in June and ambas-
sadors despatched to Milan and Venice to reéxplain her con-
duct and justify the war; the latter was friendly, and from the
former came assurances of approval and offers of assistance which,
though duly appreciated, prevented the ambassador's recal.

The troubles of war were now fearfully augmented by pes-
tilence ; the Florentine poor suffered miserably, and in conse-
quence of the great drain of money to support this contest no
aid could be administered to them nor any funds procured. The
interest of money was in fact so enormous that to alleviate
public distress a decree issued for the admission of Jews to a
permanent domicile in Florence and the privilege of lending
money at an interest not exceeding four denari for each lira
per month, or from twenty to nearly twenty-two per cent. per
annum, according to lunar or solar reckoningt.

At Lucca Paulo Guinigi, persuaded against his own opinion
by his son Ladislaus and some principal counsellors, espe-
cially Piero Cenami and Giovanni da Ghivezzano, sent Lo-
renzo Bonvisi and Salvestro Trento to Milan for the purpose
of soliciting aid against Florence ; but they were secretly
instructed by some distinguished citizens to offer the sove-
reignty of Lucca to Visconte and to deliver Paulo into his
hands, under the belief that he was secretly negotiating for
their sale to Florence!. This suspicion was artfully raised by
a stratagem of the TEN, who addressed two apparently respon-
sive letters to Paulo Guinigi, and to the principal citizens of
Lucca. The first lauded Paulo’s implicit faith in the Floren-
tines and large offers were added if, according to the hopes he
had already given, Lucca should be surrendered : the last was

¢ Cavalcanti, Stor. Fior., Lib. vi., cap. folio xix.
from xix. to xx.—Orlando Malavolti, *+ Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1063.
Stor. di Siens, Lib, ii., Parte iii*, I Cavalcanti, Lib. vi,, cap. xx., xxi.
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in praise of a resolution supposed to have been taken by the
citizens to kill or expel their tyrant, which it was affirmed
would at once terminate the war because Florence fought
only against Paulo, not against the Lucchese nation. These
despatches were sent with wrong directions, the last reaching
Paulo, the first falling into the hands of the citizens. By this
unworthy trick one of two results was expected; either Guinigi,
from not knowing whom to trust, would come to terms with
them ; or the citizens by violently getting rid of him would
fall into dissension and be more easily mastered *.

According to their open instructions the Lucchese ambas-
sadors first demanded in Paulo’s name a sufficient force to repel
the Florentines: in that of the people—nothing. But instead
thereof was proffered the state's sovereignty which from Paulo’s
treachery they declared their right to dispose of, as the sale
of themselves and country was the return he had made for
thirty years' obedience after placing the sceptre in his hands.
They further pledged themselves to deliver Paulo and all his
family in chains to Visconte, and Visconte accepted the offer
but without rejecting Paulo’s demand, which he thought would
facilitate its accomplishment .

The result of this interview was immediately communicated
to Niccolé Piccinino then in Visconte's service who was com-
manded to march and achieve so glorious an enterprise. * Be-
< lieve me O Niccolo,” said Philip, * events proceed conjointly
¢ from the gods and the working of sagacious men; for by
¢ the latter are known both the disposition of the heavens
* and the powers of the human mind : assemble thy soldiers ;
« give thy victorious banners to be sported with by Atolus
« the god of winds; seek the frontiers of Tuscany; refresh
*¢ thyself in the limpid waters of the Magra ; pass the full stream

* Anchiennes Croniques de Pise en + Cavaleanti, Stor. Fioren., Lib. vi.
Ytalie.—Mazzarosa, Storia di Luces, cap. xxii., xxiii.
tom. i° pp. 278,279,
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« of the Serchio; and thrust thy lances into the livers and
* bowels of our cowardly enemies! Go, and reside where the
« chief citizens call thee; enter the city; from Paulo thou
“ will have the reward of thy labour; they will deliver him
‘“into thy hands;.and then bring him and every other that
“ they give thee, under a powerful escort to Milan! O Niceold
« thy glory will transform thee from mortal to immortal, and
« thy fame shall endure for ever!” This address was strongly
seasoned with promises and flattery, for in both Visconte ex-
celled; but Piccinino was of too rough a stamp to glide easily
into such treachery. ¢ The brighter my fame,” said he, * the
- more palpable will be the slightest stain; and hitherto it
‘“ has been unsullied with anything but what falsehood has
“ uttered against me: by the senseless multitude I have been
“ calumniated, but that I consider as praise; and my fame
* would be so much the more tarnished by this enterprise as
“ I am more clear in fidelity and loyalty. Wherefore I pray
* thee O prince to excuse my not moving in this matter. I
“ will remind thee of a saying rife in Tuscany on the subject
* of national character. They are wont to exclaim, ¢ Tosco
“ rosso, Lombardo nero, ¢ Romagnolo d'ogni pelo.! I am a
* Tuscan from the very lap of the Tuscans; but my eolour is
“ written Bruno; wherefore I am not a reputed master of
‘ such matters ; but search Romagna which according to the
* proverb is fruitful in them; or you may haply find amongst
* your own followers those who are admirably adapted to such
« gervice and will feel proud in doing that which to me is replete
“ with sin and infamy. I believe that the gods have given me
“ 80 many victories only for my zeal fidelity and frankness :
* perhaps I have not more of these than others and if better
“ men exist would to God I were equal to them! When the
“ Florentines see Paulo and Ladislaus led away captives their
« forces and efforts will be redoubled, and then it will be my
« duty to march because all will be open war; and it will



- E———

cuaP. xxX11.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 169

* moreover be just and merciful, to succour the distressed and
‘¢ protect the women and children™ ®.

As the embassy of Petrucci and his coadjutors was secret it
is uncertain whether the fact became known at Florence or not,
but it was about this time that Lorenzo de’ Medici arrived as
ambassador at Milan; and whether his conduct were honest
but imbecile, or that he merely played Cosimo's game as
Tinucci asserts, is difficult to prove; if the latter his supine-
ness is simply explained; and as no effectual step seems to
have been taken by him to check Visconte there is strong
reason to believe in that intrigue, for he is described by Caval-
canti as a sharp investigator who was proof against all the
Duke of Milan's flattery and deception t.

On Piccinino’s refusal Philip despatched Trenta and Bonvisi
to Francesco Sforza at Tortona with their original instructions
strengthened by his own approbation, and simultaneously
released that general from the Milanese service on pretence of
his engagement being expired, with permission to look after
his own interests in the kingdom of Naples for which a mili-
tary force was requisite. Sforza, then generally called the
“Contecino,” was not troubled with Piccinino's scruples there-
fore engaged himself nominally in Paulo’s service while really
acting for Visconte.! This intrigue became known to the TEN
who being principally of the Uzzaneschi faction immediately
sent Boccacini Alamanni, an old friend of the elder Sforza and
therefore supposed acceptable to the younger, with ample funds
to turn his march from Lucca. Sforza looked only to his own
interests and avoided committing himself but managed to create
a favourable, or at least uncertain belief of his friendly inten-
tions in the envoy’s mind until all was ready and his movement
cantiously begun§. He was on one side incited to & shameful

* Cavalcanti, Lib. vi., cap. xxvi. xx., p. 1063.—Poggio, Istoria Fior.,
+ Ibid. Lib. vi., p. 183.

$ Cavalcanti, S8toria, Lib. vi, cap. § Cavalcanti, Lib. vi.,, cap. xxviii.
xxvii.—Ammirato, Stor. Fior,, Lib.
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act of treachery by Philip and the Lucchese commissioners ;
and on the other to refuse his aid and become the friend of
Florence: bribery was rife on both; but as he pursued the
enterprise it is probable that the Florentine offers were inferior -
to those of Visconte, for to Francesco Sforza says Cavalcanti,
infamy or good repute, faith or perjury, were of equal value
provided that his own affairs prospered . Wherefore, con-
tinues this author, * Let all believe that as by men, men
are generated, so does their condition proceed from soil and
climate, their inclinations from heaven, their customs from
the community, and their social laws from the wise; all these
are more or less according to the liberty of our will, and men
and provinces not only produce divers characters in their rational
inhabitants but even in irrational creatures and the whole inani-
mate world; all are affected by the nature of their country.
The falcons of Calabria, the horses of Puglia, the mules of
Spain, the wines of Crete, the wheat of Loro, the oil of Signa,
the saffron of Val-d'Elsa are all remarkable; and thus it is
with men.t In Romagna there ever was a dearth of sincerity
and faith; amongst Lombards an abundance of cruelty, and in
Tuscany cheating and an inordinate love of gain " {.

Francesco Sforza's arrival without opposition on the banks
of the Serchio where he defeated Fortebraccio was, as before
noticed, the result of abandoning the siege of Pietrasanta ; the
sieges of Lucca and Monte Carlo were instantly raised, the
Florentine army retired to Librafatta, or Ripafratta, on the
Pisan road; and in July 1480 Sforza entered Lucca more as
the master and conqueror of Paulo than his retainer and friend.
Without showing any respect to the unlucky seignior he sternly

* Cavalcanti, Lib. vi., cap. xxix.

4 Loro, in the upper Val d’Arno, was
famous for wheat: Signa, near Flo-
rence, was as it appears, then celebrated
for its oil; and saffron was anciently
grown in Val d'Elsa. These reflec-
tions are inserted because they exhibit

the writer’s train of thought, and asa
record of celebrated natural produc-
tions of the time, as well as of native
character.

1 Cavalcanti, Storia, Lib. vi., cap. xxix.
and xxxiii. This is probably meant by
Piccinino’s % Tosco Rosso.”
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ordered him to disburse certain moneys because as he truly
said, where that failed there was much misery; and “ do it
quickly,” added Sforza, ¢for time flies faster than arrows
and its speed makes it all the more precious.” Large sums
were immediately collected and Ladislaus marched cheerfully
with him to recapture the Florentine conquests; but after
a successful campaign they, were repulsed in an attack on
Pescia by the bravery of Giovanni Malavolti who successfully
defended it when abandoned in the most shameful manner by
his commander Ghiacceto *.

Genoa, who owned Visconte's rule but claimed the right of
independence, at his secret instigation now acted as a free state
and sent ambassadors to remonstrate with Florence against
the war, but being taunted with their subjection they left that
city in wrath, united with Lucca, lent her 15,000 ducats, and
received Pietrasanta and Motrone as security +. This new ally
with Sforza's aid, changed the aspect of the war which now
menaced Florence in her own territory ; the Venetians were
therefore urged to attack Philip for a breach of the treaty of
Ferrara, while Guido di Montefeltro Count of Urbino, was in
consequence of the quarrels between Fortebraccio and Bernar-
dino, made generalissimo of the Florentine forces. Philip sent
an embassy to explain and excuse his conduct; but neither
Florence nor Venice were deceived and preparations were made
for hostilities in Lombardyj. Meanwhile Sforza returned to
Lucca with further demands ; but Paulo’s coffers were empty
and seeing no hopes of safety he began or was believed to have
begun a negotiation with the Florentines. Whether true or
false it served as a pretext for Antonio Pucci, Cenami, Che-

® Poggio, Lib. vi., p. 184.—Caval- -} Interiano, Istorie Genovisi, Lib. vi.,
canti, Storia, Lib. vi., cap. xxix.— p. 174,.—Poggio, Lib. vi., p. 186.—
Orlan. Malavolti, Stor. di Siena, Lib. Gio. Morelli Ricordi, p, 92.— Giusti-
ii®, Parte iii*, folio 19.— Ammirato, niani, Annali di Genos, Lib. v°, carta
Lib. xx., p. 1064. — Giov. Cagnola, clxxxix.

Storia di Milano, Lib. iii°, p. 39. $ Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1065.
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vezzano to conspire with Sforza and about forty other citizens,
who availing themselves of Paulo’s confidence arrested him and
all his family and sent them in chains to Milan, where Ladislaus
and this mild but unfortunate prince soon after expired.

Sforza finding himself unable to remain longer in Lucca
began negotiating with the Florentines on pretence of an old
and probably fictitious debt due by them to his father: he
made & truce with their general, received 50,000 florins and
left the city, now weakened by plague and famine, to the
enemy’s mercy, with a promise to return in the spring *.

Philip being still pressed by the Lucchese and his own de-
sires, secretly ordered Niccolé Piccinino, then nominally in the
Genoese service, to march with a large force on Lucca towards
which he instantly pushed forward with a chosen body of cavalry.
Fortebraccio advised the government not to give battle but
rather adopt his plan of defence ; he was unheeded, but
Urbino bad orders not to risk the safety of the army. Picci-
nino meanwhile appeared on the Serchio, assembled all his
troops and forcing a passage across that river carried joy and
abundance into Lucca. )

During his march the whole army was struck with wonder at
a marvellous occurrence which they witnessed while crossing
the plain of Sarzana. Daylight suddenly became obscured by
the movement of what seemed a wide-spreading cloud which
on nearer approach proved to be one vast flock of crows whe
coming up in the army's rear shaded all the heavens and by
the simultaneous vibration of their innumerable wings agitated
every terrestrial object even more than a common zephyr.
The broad shadow of this airy multitude for a while completely
veiled the sunlight and the troops halted in doubt and super-
stitious terror, thinking that as a single crow was deemed a
messenger of evil, such multitudes might be expected to bring

® Neri Cuppom,Com Rer. Ital, Smp., —C.vdnnﬁ, Lib. vi., cap. xxx.,
tom. xviii., p. 1170.—Poggio, Lib. vi.,, xxxiii.
p- 185.—Amminato, Lib. xx., p. 1065.
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infinite mischief. While gazing stedfastly on this object they
beheld in the opposite direction of Piombino a greater mass of
these ill-omened birds who were rapidly winging their way to
meet it and when immediately above the troops both the fea-
thered hosts met in fierce and mortal combat : their shock was
80 strange and terrible, says Cavalcanti, that vast quantities of
each dropped dead upon the ground with broken legs and wings;
some with wounds so large that the bowels were trailing from
their mangled bodies, and they fell in such numbers that many
sacks might have been filled with the slain. The cavalry
dismounted merely to handle them and be able to say that they
not only saw this wonder but touched the actors in it with
their own bands. After several hours of obstinate contest the
Lombard flight bore down their enemies, spread triumphantly
over all the heavens, and flying towards the shores of Piom-
bino finally disappeared.

Piccinino instantly availed himself of this phenomenon to
reassure his soldiers, and infused new spirit into the most timid
by crying out: “ Thus the divine intelligence promises success!
* Away ! Let us march to victory! Even as you beheld the
* long line of aérial warriors that just now followed us clear
* the wide heavens and disappear in the quarter of our ene-
* mies, so will we trample on the wicked ones.” Thus saying
he bade the trumpets sound to horse and resumed his march
towards Lucca *.

‘When he arrived on the deep and swollen Serchio the whole
country resounded with the din of armies, now only divided
by its stream. “The neighing of horses,” says Cavalcanti,
* the clang of arms, the beat of drums, the shouts of soldiers,
the noise of instruments, and the braying of trumpets was so
great as to fill everything with wonder to the very depths of
earth. The ground seemed to move, the fowls of the air

® Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. iv.
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abandoned their element, but more from the recent battle
above than the tumult of men below. Within the city women
and children were seen moving barefooted in solemn march to
the temples and holy places, mingled with priests and monks,
chanting their hymns, and offering supplications for their own
safety and our destruction ; all the citizens were in arms and
ready to join that battle preparing without the walls.” Niccolo
Piccinino was seen riding to and fro on the river’'s bank pro-
mising rewards and distinctions, and infusing & bold and cheer-
ful spirit into his followers, while the housetops of Lucca
were covered with females and aged men praying in tears for
victory.

In this state of suspense a Florentine knight with his fol-
lowers dashed suddenly into the stream and charged bravely
on the enemy ; he was rudely handled and lost three horses,
but what was worse, this rash act discovered the ford to Niccolo
about which he had previously been in some anxiety *. Fear-
ing that Urbino would allow of his entrance into Lucca without
resistance and thus shut him up in a place that must have
soon been in further want of provisions, he across the water
verbally demanded this permission on purpose to insure the
enemy's refusal and at the same time give notice of his inten-
tion to the besieged. The Florentines he thought would thus
believe him apprehensive and therefore become more eager for
battle, which was precisely what he wanted, because without de-
feating them he could not effectually raise the siege. Urbino
for the same reasons would have allowed him a free passage
sooner than risk a general engagement with somewhat inferior
force but was overruled, and Niccolo after an animated address
to his men in which he made good use of the late aérial battle
to inspire a superstitious confidence, gave the word to begin.

¢ Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. ix.—Neri, Comment., Rer. Ital. Scrip, tom.
xviii., pp. 1171-2. .
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Three squadrons of men-at-arms lowering their lances instantly
dashed into the stream and pushing gallantly across were
charged with equal spirit ; they were repulsed but not pursued,
and Piccinino seeing the enemy in a disorderly cluster crossed
the river with his whole force. The conflict now became fierce
and obstinate ; many feats of personal prowess adorned the
annals of that day; the Florentines fought hard and well, but
with little concert in consequence of personal quarrels; the
besieged made a bold sally, aided by a detachment which
Piccinino had previously thrown into Lucca, and fully occupied
the lord of Faenza with all his followers; but the battle though
brave was short and Florence was defeated *.

The destruction of fifteen hundred of her best cavalry,a
rapid and disorderly retreat on Pisa, and the entire loss of
Lucca were its results. In that city prayers and tears were
turned to smiles and joy; the conqueror was welcomed in
triumph ; tables of refreshments were spread at the city gates ;
rich wines and cool drinks were now produced notwithstanding
the general distress, and gracefully offered to the soldiers by
groups of young women who danced round the victorious libe-
rator chanting their orisons, while the bells rang loud and mer-
rily, and priests sang hymns and psalms; and all was pleasure
joy and festivity. Artists were immediately engaged to paint
the victor's portrait, * and thus says Cavalcanti keep him per-
petually before mortal eyes and to the future, present ” {.

Part of the vanquished saved themselves at Ripafratta,
part took refuge in Pisa; Florence itself was agitated fear-
ing the loss of that city; and the reproaches of faction, and
general disunion were fearfully augmented : Niccolo was in
fact urged by the malcontents to advance instantly on Pisa
which it is said he might have taken in the general alarm ; but

® Neri Capponi, Comment., Rer. Ttal. mirato, Lib. xx., p. 1068. — Bonin-
Scrip., tom. xviii., pp. 1171-2.—~Ca- segni, Lib. i., p. 34. ‘
valeanti, Storia, Lib. vil., cap. xii. and + Cavalcanti, Storia, Lib. vii., cap. xv.
xiv.—Poggio, Lib. v°, p. 187.—Am-



176 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [»oox 1.

his first object was to clear the lines of communication with
Lombardy and Genoa and perhaps not to commit Visconte by
doing more at that moment than relieve the city of Lucca.
Afterwards nearly all the contado of Pisa fell before him includ-
ing Montemagno and Pontetetto the great military magazines of
Florence. Many other places surrendered by means of Antonio
Count of Pontedera a Pisan exile, and this occasion was not lost
by his countrymen to strike a blow in the cause of liberty, for the
Pisans though vanquished were unsubdued by four-and-twenty
years of tyranny ; their spirit still stood high and was ever in-
dignant at the rough and detested government of Florence *.

The Count of Urbino had orders to defend Pisa; Forte-
braccio marched to his old station at Fucecchio ; Neri Capponi
and Lorenzo da Pisa were to place Pescia in a state of de-
fence ; Bernardo di Gualdo was recalled from Pontremoli and
sent to guard the Valdinievole; and on the eighth of Decem-
ber, six days after the battle, Francesco Tornabuoni repaired
to Venice with news of the defeat and urged an immediate
irruption into Lombardy; for this the lord of Faenza was pro-
mised with all his followers and two thousand men besides ; or
if too late in the season there, they were urged to send a re-
énforcement without delay to Florence which was now reduced
to purely defensive warfare. It must have been at this crisis
that Averardo de’ Medici hurried up from Mugello to the
metropolis and, as Tinucci asserts, feasted the citizens into
electing a new Balia with Cosimo and Puccio Pucci amongst
its members.

Public affairs had now become so unpromising, the city so
divided, and Niccolo's progress so rapid, that all the
enemies of Florence were watching their advantage and
the principal citizens of Pisa held secret consultations about the
successful issue of revolt: they were all people of distinction led

A.D. 1481,

* Poggio, Lib. vi,, p. 188.— Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. xx.—S. Ammirate,
Storia Fior., Lib, xx., p. 1069,
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on by the Lanfranchi, Gualandi, Sismondi and about six more
of the most ancient name and reputation. Meeting continually
they excited each other by enumerating all the wrongs of Pisa
and the insolence of Florence: how * their dignities were tram-
pled on, their honours torn from them ; the Pandects, those wise
and reverenced laws that illuminated the human mind, and with
admirable measure meted out impartial justice, harmonising
the weak with the strong, the greater with the less; those
honoured relics the Florentines had carried off in triumph to
adorn the musty shelves of their national libraries. How they,
the Pisans, had been compelled to pledge the sacred girdle, and
in spite of themselves had then lost it for ever: how their
unhappy countrymen had been dispersed like the Jews of old
through every nation: how their women, who before had been
accounted the most chaste, were now corrupted ; and their city
degraded from the noblest to the vilest in the world. The
honourable buildings, the regal palaces, the towers that seemed
once to touch the clouds, were now razed to the very surface
of the earth, and Pisa had become & den of thieves, a sink of
infamy, and a receptacle for every vagabond.” Thus mutually
encouraged they agreed on augmenting their numbers, and
finally assembled to arrange every detail in the chapel of the
Gambacorti. Giovanni Gualandi, the most eloquent and one
of the noblest citizens, addressed the assembly, and after having
proved, according to the style of those ages, by the example of
almost every species of animal, that liberty was natural to man,
he declared that the hour was come for his compatriots to doff
their servile robes and boldly free themselves from Florentine
oppression. Antonio of Pontedera their friend and countryman
was abroad and active, the worthy comrade of Piccinino, whose
assistance would thus be secured : the Lucchese would algo aid
them : the power of Visconte ; the wrongs of Lucca; the time;
the circumstances; all cried aloud for liberty and vengeance.
Arms, adherents, and secrecy were then recommended; any
YOL. IIL N



178 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [z00R 1.

waste of time above all things deprecated, for time was ever
lost when not followed by adequate results; but beyond all
else, he conjured his fellow-citizens to die free rather than live
in servitude. The last hour of our existence, added Gualandi,
is not death; but that life which is tamely dragged along in
unjust and tyrannical servitude is real death to a generous and
independent mind. As Christ’s birth into this sinful world was
his true death, his veritable crucifixion ; and his death only &
return to everlasting glory, so shall the last day of our life be
the first of perpetual repose. Your enemies the Gambacorti
with their Bergolini faction sold both themselves and you to
the Florentines; now let your deeds restore the Raspanti to
their high station and along with them the liberties of your
country; and if you fail, why then you become compulsory
servants, but not sold and abject slaves. Servants at least are
contented with the fair price of their labour, but slaves are ever
the receptacle of others’ passions and injuries, and thus become
the prop and nourishment of their most heinous sins. Do not
believe that long continuance in this servitude will render such
masters compassionate ; compassion reigns in the breast of the
magnanimous, cruelty in that of the perverse. How can they
pity you who have no pity on themselves? Look at their city!
You will find none there who have arrived at the third genera-
tion, that still enjoy the riches their grandfathers bequeathed !
Banish all hope then; for hope is vain; expect nothing from
the Florentines. Remember their ancient and glorious families
and to what they have reduced them! Poverty and misery, in
public and in private, have taken hold of them; they are scat-
tered through the country and herd with the sheep and the
swine; certes they now can tame young bulls and comb the
yielding earth with plough and harrow: they do it with their
own hands: they dig the vines and prune their useless shoots
and touch not them that bear; they have been taught that of
which they had before been ignorant or unaccustomed to. And
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why i8 this if not because the Florentine community is poisoned
by the infusion of a base crowd of the vilest and lowest caste:
there are now so many * Stucchi,” and so many “ Truffi,” and
*Nini” and “Tini” and * Bencini ” that I scarcely believe so
motley a collection of animals could be found in the Libyan
deserts, wherefore expect no compassion from a people so wicked
and insatiable; neither look for, I will not say liberty, but even
the most trifling kindness. Be quick then O valiant citizens ;
arm ; haste to the market-place; drive fear and pity from your
breasts, and slay your execrable tyrants : seize the nearest gate,
call on Count Antonio for assistance, on Piccinino for present
favour, and on the friendly exertions of Lucca. Tell that peo-
ple that your freedom is their safety, and bid them remember
how your forefathers gave them liberty when Florence received
them fettered from Mastino della Scala. Public injuries should
be avenged by a temperate chastisement; public benefits re-
warded by public justice: and justice is only the rendering of
what was his own to each individual: the pride of Florence
will thus be humbled and our injuries revenged. Look at your
cxty i—your fallen palaces, your polluted beds, your dishonoured
virgins, your violated widows: remember all this, be bold and
fear not! None will speak for them, none against you ; all will
deem your rising just and reasonable : your towns are in Picci-
nino's hands; your enemy’s force depressed in spirit, scattered,
and comparatively trifling: the victory of Lucca has tamed
their pride ; but you still have strength and daring, and these
have ever subdued the timed. Will you who are citizens fear
to attempt what your very peasants have already accomplished ?
Only follow my counsel and you will acquire eternal glory great
benefits and inestimable joy. Your fame will be the messenger
to recall that multitude of expatriated citizens who disdained
the galling fetters of another’s will: Sicily and every Christian
land are full of them, but all will return at the sound of your
glorious achievements, and will sing of you as saints and demi-
N2
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gods, while your exploits will be incomparable to anything but
the vast and boundless ocean *.

When all was settled the conspirators dispersed ; but unfor-
tunately for them, a woman who was at her devotions in a
neighbouring chapel overheard all and immediately revealed
the plot to Ricci Archbishop of Pisa, a stern prelate who lost
no time in taking effectunl measures agninst them: he rode
completely armed through the streets, more like a paladin than
a priest; reénforced every guard, supplied the fortress, and in
concert with the captain had everything in readiness; but all
passed off quietly: great severity was afierwards uvsed ; many
of the conspirators were exiled; and from this period perhaps
may be dated the malignant and destructive policy of Florence
towards the unfortunate and devoted Pisa ¢.

Amongst Pioccinino’s numerous conquests was a place called
La Pietra then existing in the Val d’ Evola, besides several
other towns, all gained through the treachery of Rosso de’
Rossi a Florentine officer of authority in that district. It was
doubtless excessively galling to the government in addition to
all their other ills to see the country betrayed by its own
citizens ; but their mode of administering law in this matter
will give a fair notion of what the justice of a republican govern-
ment and the ties of kindred were, at that epoch, in Florenoce.

[=oox 1.

* This is the substance of Gualandi's
long oration, as given withoat a date
by Cavalcanti, (Lib. vii.,, cep. xxi.),
about a serious conspiracy not noticed
by, and probably not known to, other
writers, unless the Milanese historian,
Biglia, alludes to it. (Rer. Jtal. Script.,
tomo xix., p. 148). The speech given
by Cavalcanti (here much abridged)
was probably the substance of what
was uttered, but arranged in the hie-
torian's own manner, and is now given
because, whether spoken by Gualandi
or not, it is a cotemporary’s exposition
of the evils of Florentine rule, and

probably the expression of popular
feeling amongst the oppressed; and
this too by an enemy, a noble Floren-
tine, one of those victims of popular
oppression who were reduced by ex-
cessive taxation, first to a prison, and
then to till the soil with his own hands.
These cotemporary orations, if they do
nothing else, at least embody the
popular feeling of the day, and are
consequently interesting and [instruc-
tive.

4 Anchiennes Croniques de Pise en
Ytalie, from Paris MS.
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The Seignory sent for Rosso’s nearest relations and thus
addressed them. ‘< What is the reason of your kinsman's
‘ enmity? If his disgraceful conduct did him any service
‘ there would be less to blame; but he robs himself and
‘ enriches our enemies. . What would ye say if upon your
* heads were to fall that vengeance that is due to his treachery?
* Who is there that would blame us except our enemies? And
““ be ye certain that we know so well how to do it that the
¢ punishment may be felt ere the crime be completed.” The
Rossi comprehending the full force of this address implored for
mercy and a short respite, and in the space of a few days Rosso
del Bonica de’ Rossi fell by his own nephews’ hands ; while his
two sons, said to be no less culpable than he, and an innocent
daughter with an infant at the breast were placed in the hands
of government. Cosimo de’ Medici touched with pity for the
mother and child bumbly implored the Seignory not to allow
such cruelty to be inflicted at their hands and offered himself
as security for both, promising to produce them whemever
required. “ Guido"#, says Cavalcanti, “ being one of the priors
answered this good man in & loud voice and with all his father’s
“fury. Cosimo, understand clearly, that while we hold this
« station the commencement and termination of every proposal
“ and opinion shall rest with ourselves, and neither thou nor
* any other individual citizen shall oppose us; for we are the
* law, and we are the judge. Depart in peace and attempt not
“ to become the steward and manager of the commonwealth.’
* At these insulting words the patient Cosimo retired giving no
« gign of any feeling but humility. Now I know not which was
* greatest Cosimo's humility or Guido’s haughtiness "} .

. i i -
e T o ™ e s e
prior of that name given by two an- Tommaso Deti, in March and April,
cient MS. “ Prioriste™ in my pos- 1433. We are not told what was the
session, or by Morelli, in his printed fate of the lady and her child.

Priorista, from May 1430 to May 1433, 4 Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. xxiv.
is Guido di Beso Magalotti, although
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Notwithtsanding this example no less than fourteen towns
revolted in favour of Piccinino during one night, all sending
their keys, and generally imprisoning the- Florentine autho-
rities ; yet amidst the sharp oppression and barbarity of the-
time, it is refreshing to find that some of the latter were spared-
in consequence of their just government; and with their
families carried safe across the frontier by the revolted people;
but such exceptions only prove the general rigour of Florentine
sway.

In this state of things Micheletto Atendola of Cotignolo a.
nephew of Sforza was made captain of the Florentine army, to
which some spirit was soon after restored by an advantage
gained at Colle against Count Alberigo da Barbiano Picci-
nino’s successor by Bernardino degli Ubaldini and also by the
gallant behaviour of Ramondo Mannelli and Papi Tedaldi,
which cast still greater credit on the Florentine arms. Stung
with a late defeat on the Po where they were completely
routed by a Genoese admiral the Venetians sent a squadron.
to the Tuscan coast and Riviera of Genoa to revenge this
injury: they however seem to have been shy of coming to a
general engagement until the Florentines tired of such haras-
sing inactivity fitted out two galleys under the above officers
and either forced or shamed them into an attack on the Ge-
noese squadron. Principally by their own daring courage, the
latter were completely beaten near Portofino and their admiral
Francesco Spinola and eight galleys captured*. But long ere this
Niceolo Piccinino had ridden triumphant over most of the Flo-
rentine territory, capturing or destroying town after town from
Pontremoli to the gates of Arezzo which would also have fallen
had he not unaccountably stopped to besiege the little fortress
of Gargonza on his march. This unchecked career of victory

* Cavalcanti, Lib. vi., cap. xxix., Toscani, vol. i%—Poggio, Lib. vi., p.
xxx. —Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1076. 194.—Giov. Morelli, p. 107.
—Raccolta d'Elogi d'Uomini Illustri



CHAP. XXXII.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 183

rivetted his favour with Philip Visconte while it raised the
jealousy of Niccolo Tolentino who was fed by that prince on
promises alone, wherefore the latter quitted Milan in dis-
gust and engaged with the Florentines who lent him to the
pontiff with two thousand followers, and the consequence of
this defection was Piccinino’s recall to defend Lombardy now
threatened by the league. Pope Martin the Fifth's decease
in February 14381 brought joy to Florence which during all his
reign he had never ceased to hate, and the election of Gabriel
Condelmerio cardinal of Siena and a Venetian who assumed
the pontificate as Eugenius IV. was scarcely less satisfactory.
His first measure was an attempt to restore tranquillity; but
this was done with so decided a leaning towards Florence as
to disgust the Senese, Visconte, and all her numerous enemies *.
War therefore became certain, and the league between Florence
and Venice was more closely rivetted; but Siena in concert
with Genoa, both of whom had long been favouring Lucca
and were encouraged by Piccinino, soon broke into open war;
she commenced hostilities under Visconte's general Alberigo,
and by means of Genoa seduced the seignior of Piombino a
recent ward of the Florentines, to take up arms against them £.
The incursions of these neighbours in Val d'Ambra in-
creased Florentine difficulties and an attempt was made to
engage Francesco Sforza; but true to his own interest he was
bought off by the promise of Visconte's infant daughter Bianca
in marriage }.

To cope with him and Piccinino, Carmagnols, notwithstand-
ing his strange conduct in the late war, was again placed at the
head of the Venetian armies and he advanced into the Cremonese

state but was defeated with great loss by Sforza on the sixth
- of June, 1431.

* Amminato, Lib. xx., p. 1071. — Poggio, Lib. vi., p. 191.
Giov. Cambi, p. 182. 1 Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1070.
+ Amminto, Lib, xx., p. 1072. — .
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A flotilla consisting of one hundred vessels of all descriptions
was equipped on the Po and under Niccolo Trevigiano moved
straight on Cremona; Visconte had also prepared his squadron
under the command of the Genoese admiral Grimaldi, or as
some say, Pacino Eustachio of Pavia who had formerly suffered
a defeat, probably both were employed; but Venice was too
quick, and excelled the Milanese fleet in numbers, size, and
equipment so that for some time they had command of the
river. The hostile armaments ultimately met at Bina near
Cremona and fought until night parted them, with the loss of
seven Milanese galleys. Sforza and Piccinino who had manned
the squadron from their troops and feared an attack from
Carmagnola during the next day's fight, deceived the Vene-
tian general by means of some pretended deserters who re-
ported that they were' preparing to attack him in the heat of
the naval battle. Whether Carmagnola were really deceived,
or, as the Venetians thought, had come unwillingly to war is
still unsettled; but he acted as if he were, and not only re-
mained under arms all day but refused any succour to the
admiral. Sforza and Piccinino on the contrary reénforced the
fleet with almost all their troops and next day, towards the end
of June, the most obstinate naval battle then on record was
the consequence.

The Venetian galleys took a position with their bows to the
stream and all chained together the better to resist it: the
Milanese less in number but crowded with men bore gallantly
down on their antagonists ; both fleets were glittering with steel
and rough with pikes and lances. The adverse admirals had
a national hatred then far from extinct ; the two Milanese gene-
rals served personally on board inspiriting their troops as if on
the field of battle: the defect of a weaker line of vessels was
compensated by a stronger personal force on the side of Milan,
while on that of Venice the last day's success animated every
breast to new and more daring courage.
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Thus prepared the fight began, and the struggle was long
and fierce; but Grimaldi observed that the Po had risen during
the night and at that season was unlikely to remain so: he
therefore watched its fall, and cheering his men to a little
longer struggle seconded by the efforts of both generals, looked
anxiously for the grounding of the large Venetian galleys while
his own lighter craft would still be afloat and able to attack
them. All turned out fortunate; the stream began to fall,
the water shoaled rapidly; the Venetians felt their galleys take
the ground and tarning ‘all their attention to this accident
exposed themselves to the whole fury of Grimaldi who renewed
the assault with double vigour: Sforza and Piccinino fought
like private men; the latter was severely wounded in the
neck and lamed for life, but all dashed boldly on to victory
while the Venetians struggled for existence: their admiral’s
galley at last struck, he himself escaping; but this was a signal
of defeat and Grimaldi remained the conqueror. About twenty-
nine galleons and eight thousand prisoners were captured; the
number of dead must have been immense but is not recorded,
and Venice was furious: yet the.government looked in pro-
found silence on Carmagnola with all the mystery of its natare ;
no reproach, not an outward sign was suffered to awaken his
apprehensions; but a squadron immediately sailed to vindicate
national honour on the Tuscan and Genoese coasts the result
of which has been already narrated *. On some erroneous sus-
picion of the Senese, Count Alberigo was arrested and sent
prisoner to Milan where the Duke abeolved him ; but Bernardino
who had quitted the Florentines succeeded and waged destruc-
tive war against them while Micheletto remained so idle and
indifferent, particularly in purposely neglecting a fair occasion of
surprising Lucca, that Niccolo Tolentino was ordered to super-
¢ Corio, Storie Milanese, Parte v*, fol. Stor. Milan., Lib. i°, p. 40, who does

829.—Boninsegni, Lib.i., p.40.—Am- not mention Grimaldi.
mirato, Lib. xx., p. 1074. — Cagnols,
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sede him. This general had some immediate success, but
receiving undue praise was imprudently tempted to attack
Bernardino at a place called the Capanne in Val d’ Elsa where
at the moment of defeat Micheletto came generously up to his
rescue and routed the enemy with great slaughter *.

This raised the public spirits; but meanwhile the whole rural
population of Pisa revolted and elected ten persons of a superior
class with authority to govern and tax them for all the purposes
of war, resolving to strike for Visconte while his forces were
engaged in regular hostilities : besides which a strong body of
rustic youth were completely armed and fought under their
countryman Count Antonio da Pontedera the most active of
Visconte's partisans. Thus in addition to foreign war an exten-
sively organised rebellion pervaded the whole Pisan state, and
these untrained clowns battled with such valour and bitterness
a3 shows the excessive and universal detestation of Florentine
rule, for no justly governed although conquered people would
have fought so rancorously. * Like mad dogs, their bite is
mortal,” said the men-at-arms: ““we have not to grapple with vil-
lage clowns but with demons of hell.” Wherefore none of them
were bold enough to meet this furious peasantry on equal terms ;
‘““unless,” says Cavalcanti, ‘it were those who rather loved the
requiem of death than the pleasures of this world .

Giovanni Fiesco lord of Pontremoli feeling the awkward
position of his states which were alternately the prey of both
parties, now sold that town to Visconte ; the war then became
universal, malignant, destructive and attended with far more
than common horrors ; there was no present mercy and a dismal
prospect for the future: famine stalked with withering footsteps
over all the land ; fear and suspicion lurked in every eye; and
town and country, hamlet and village, castle and cottage, were
promiscuously overwhelmed in one vast flood of unutterable woe,

¢ Cavaleanti, Lib. vii., cap. x1., xli. xliii, xlv.
+ Cavalcanti, Lib. vii,, cap. xlv,
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The condition of Pisa was lamentable: Giuliano di Guccio was
the Florentine captain or governor; Giuliano de’ Ricci the arch-
bishop; both of them men of stern, determined, and implacable
natures, and the city was pining from want. In this state, and
probably fearful of a siege, Guccio issued & hard command
“ which for him," says the historian, *“was extreme cruelty and
for others tears.”

All the women, and their young and innocent children with-
out distinction, were sternly driven from the town and their own
homes! * This unjust command was obeyed by the wretched
victims, whose bitter cries drew tears of pity even from the
depths of the earth! Alas what a sight to behold these poor
defenceless women and their nurslings thus cast forth: some
with an infant on each arm and on the back behind ; other
little creatures clinging to their mothers’ skirts, naked and
barefoot ; and thus they hastened along tripping and weeping
with the pain of their tender feet, and crying out with streaming
eyes and uplifted faces, *Where are we going to mother ?’ and
making all beholders weep to hear their sobbing voice and in-
fantile questions, while the wretched women answered, ‘We
are going where our own evil fortune and the cruelty of per-
verse men are sending us.. O earth! Why art thou so hard-
hearted as to sustain a life which compared to death is sharp-
ness? O profound abyss send forth thy messengers and let
them drag us to thy dark recesses, for thy bowels are sweeter
than honey when placed beside the bitterness of man! From
some of us they have torn our husbands, from some their
brothers, from others fathers; and now they cast us out deso-
late among strange contending people, and we know not
where to go! O God provide for thy creatures and punish
us according to our sins, proportion the punishment to the
crime, and vouchsafe that support which will give us patience
to bear this unmitigated woe.’” TUttering such lamentations
they wandered towards Genoa but finally spread in all direc-.
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tions, and settled particularly about Porto Venere and Pon-
tremoli *.

The archbishop also had his share of this and other cruelties
of a similar nature: the times made people hard, but it becomes
a priest's duty to try and soften them rather than ride by night,
as this prelate is described in the memoirs of his own family,
on a powerful war-horse armed cap-a-pié, patrolling the strests
to watch over the public tranquillity: and if any wretch came
under his suspicion in these nocturnal rounds a waxen taper was
instantly lighted and death and confiscation of property, or else
exile, submitted to his choice before ithad finished burning+.

But the soldiers outdid even the priests. Baldaccio d’ An-
ghiari was one of those favourite generals of the Florentines
that rendered war more terrible by his nataral or acquired
ferocity. ‘ He called homicide boldness and resolution: the
want of audacity he described as fearfulness at alarming and
doubtful things : fidelity was in his mind to be always subser-
vient to the cause headvecated ; and sheer brutality was desig-
nated as virtuous audacity. By such maxims he was led, and
led others after him with wonderful fortune to the most perilous
achievements, and he often put to death the enemies of Flo-
rence with his own hand, leaving others to linger away a life
which he had made worse than death itself.” This man, thus
described by a cotemporary, took Collegioli and in & sally that
he made from that place captured amongst a crowd of prisoners,
one named Guasparri da Lucignano who in person exactly
resembled himself; it gave rise to a strange notion which he
hastened to realise thus. Next morning Guasparri was attired
in Baldaccio’s garments while his men were ordered to give the
Milanese war cry * Duca,” *“ Duca;” a8 if in open mutiny,
and follow it up by murdering the prisoner whose bloody and
disfigured corpse was thrown from a tower into the ditch below.

* Cavalcaati, Lib. vii., cap. xlvii.
+ Ricordanzo di Casa Ricci, p. 229, tom. xiv., Delizie degli Eruditi Toseani.
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The remaining prisoners were then set free and the body shown
to them as Baldaccio's against whom the troops affected to have
mutinied : they were ordered to disperse without delay and
spread the news of this wicked man's death through the country
telling how the mutineers held the castle in the duke’s name
and waited for assistance. The story soon got abroad and the
Pisans in multitudes, armed and unarmed, crowded to see the
joyful spectacle, when suddenly the true Baldaccio appeared
with his troops, surrounded them ard sent them all prisoners
to Florence *. Such atrocities committed, not only without
remorse, or necessity, but as it would seem for mere military
pastime gave the wars of this epoch a character of barbarous
vindictiveness and horror that was calculated to lay a heavy load
on the consciences of their authors; and if Cosimo de' Medici
were really the fomenter of the Lucchese war, all his good acts
and good qualities were but a sorry exchange for the mass of
humen suffering that his ambition inflicted and entailed wpon
his country. That he could have prevented it there is no doubt
had he only seconded Niccold da Uzzano ; that he on the con-
trary strongly advocated and supported it is equally certain;
and that it was unjust and void of political necessity can scarcely
be questioned. Wherefore, putting aside all minor accusations,
he must stand convicted of advocating and fostering an unjust
and unnecessary war, waged with unusual horror, atrocious in
its character, and destructive in its consequences.

The Venetians from their incipient discontent at Carmagnola’s
conduct after the victory of Maccalao, had become
deeply suspicious of his fidelity since the naval action
near Cremons, and this was further strengthened by his conduct
at Cremona itself. His own troops had scaled the walls and
taken a gate of that city, where they defended themselves
for two whole days, vainly expecting assistance from Carmagnola
who was near at hand; at length exhausted with fatigue

A.D. 1433.

* Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. xlviii.
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they could hold out no longer and were all cut to pieces!
He afterwards allowed Piccinino to capture two fortified towns
successively, under his very eyes and without an effort to save
them ; so that whether treacherous or not Venice had good
cause for doubt and dissatisfaction *. Carmagnola’s military
movements are said to have been always slow and well con-
sidered ; nor was he in the habit of permitting inclination to
overcome reason; but the Venetian commissaries attached to
his army never ceased to urge him on with all the confidence of
ignorance : he, who was beyond measure proud and never re-
strained his tongue, answered them in the manner of Hawkwood
to Andrea Vettori. *Go and prepare your broad cloths and
“leave me to command the army.” “ Foolish people,” said
Carmagnol, “are you going to teach one that was born in battles
* and nourished in blood? Go, mount your senseless horses
« and visit the Caspian, then talk to me of its wonders, and in
* guch things I will place implicit faith; but be now content to
* trust my experience, for I am not less expert on land than you
‘“ are at sea. You Venetians are rich in enterprise and pros-
“ perity, and if you deem me faithless, why then deprive me of
* office and I will seek my own fortune.” The Venetians were
both nettled and alarmed at this reproof, particularly at the hint
of seeking his own fortune which indicated an intention of
returning to the duke, or what would have been equally bad,
attaching himself to the emperor who was already in Italy.

At what time they first began to entertain the idea of putting
him to death does not appear, but Cavalcanti asserts that it was
continually in debate and the secret closely kept for eight months
by an assembly of two hundred senators without a suspicion
getting abroad, or a word being divulged on the subject. Finally
his fate was decreed and in a manner congenial to the time
and country: for having been summoned to Venice on pretext
of giving his opinion about negotiating a peace, and receiving

* * Poggio, Lib. vi., p. 195.
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marked honours at every stage of his journey, he finally
arrived to end it in prison, torture, and in death. Carmag-
nola was decapitated before the palace of Saint Mark on the
eleventh of May 1432, and his mouth being gagged at the time,
a very natural suspicion arose that he could and would have told
more than those dark rulers wished the world to hear. The
Venetians as we have said had much to complain of, and as they
could make but little of him themselves, were resolved that no
enemy should have the benefit of his talents; but some strong
proofs of his infidelity must have influenced that wary govern-
ment (and their proofs it is said were sufficient) before they took
the resolution of depriving themselves at so critical a moment of
one of the ablest generals of the age if they had the slightest
doubt of his guilt; and he certainly seems to have acted in so
equivocal & manner as would have made him amenable to any
modern court-martial with little chance of absolution *.
Carmagnola's death was satisfactory to Philip: it relieved him
at once from a skilful enemy and an injured friend ; from that
moment he would listen to no overtures of peace and broke off
the negotiations then proceeding at Ferrara. The emperor
Sigismund who for & long time had been exclusively occupied in
quelling the Hussites of Bohemia and had succeeded in restor-
ing a semblance of peace to that country, resolved to seize this
opportunity for assuming the imperial crown. In the autumn
of 1431, he had already arrived and was crowned at Milan as
king of Italy but without seeing Philip who in fear of the plague
had retired to Bigrasso. While at Lucca in the spring of 1432,
he vainly tried to establish peace between that city and Florence
and a correspondence by his desire was begun but ended in
nothing, the best comment on it being an incursion of the
Florentines up to the very walls of Lucca, unmindful of the
imperial presence; also the occupation of Ponsacco on the Cas-

* Ammirato, Stor. Fior., Lib. xx., p. 196, 197.—Muratori, Annali, Anno
1080.—Poggio, Lib. vi., pp. 192,195, 1432.—Cavalcanti, Lib. vii., cap. xlix.
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cina river in Val d’ Elsa, to 'stop his further progress towards
Siena or Rome. While Micheletto was before Lucca in this
incursion, & young Hungarian knight issued from the town on
pretence of speaking to him, but with the faithlessness then
attributed to that nation attempted the Italian's life and was in-
stantly laid dead by his sword*. This augmented Sigismund’s
anger but his force was too small to cope with Florence who kept
him confined to Lucca until it suited the ascendant faction to re-
lease him. Both Venetians and Florentines now wanted peace ;
negotiations were talked of, and the latter in expectation of its
speedy accomplishment determined to employ the interval in
punishing Siena for her hostility. That devoted state was
accordingly ravaged with a cruelty so great that even the wild
leaders of the Florentine army, touched with unwonted pity, at
last restrained their followers! ‘ Better,” exclaims Cavalcanti,
*“to be silent than write down such things as were never before
seen in common usage."”

Hitherto Sigismund had been arrested in his journey, but it
it was now deemed expedient to give the pope his share of the
imperial presence, in revenge as some say, for his refusing under
an exorbitant price to prevent that monarch’s passage into Tus-
cany. But according to Tinucci both this act and the ravaging
of Siena were done by Cosimo's influence at the instigation of
Averardo de’ Medici, because Pope-Eugenius was a personal
enemy of the former; and thus the unutterable devastation of
Siena, if Tinucci can be trusted, may by Averardo’s own acknow-
ledgment to him be brought home to his and Cosimo’s hands .

While Sigismund remained at Siena his Hungarians joined
in the Senese inroads with congenial barbarity : a prisoner was
taken by them and sent back with both hands chopped off to
the Florentine camp; Arrigo Squarcialupi determining to re-
venge this; began a negotiation to surrender the important

* Cavalcanti, Lib, viii., cap. ii. P. Rer. Ital. Scr., p. 1178.—Confes-
+ Neri Capponi, Comment., tom, xviii., sione di Ser Niccolo Tinucci, MS.
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fortress of La Castellina in the province of Chianti, and
8 day was fixed for the event. The Hungarians being punc-
tual, found the gate open, and were allowed to enter in what
was deemed sufficient numbers: Arrigo then dropped the
portcullis and with Baldaccio’s aid killed all that resisted and
made the remainder prisoners: the gate was now reopened
and a bench being placed outside, every man was compelled to
lay his arm upon it and thus each hand was cut off in succes-
sion, the Hungarians being tauntingly ordered to carry the
severed members back to their comrades and share them out
by number and lot to show how the riches of Italy were mea-
sured. For this Squarcialupo, who was a noble, received the
high reward of being allowed to enter the ranks of the people
without changing name or arms *.

The emperor remained several months at Siena and, ap-
parently with augmented_force, waged war against the Flo-
rentines: the latter now saw their error in allowing him
to cross the Cascina; they had thus reénforced Siens and
were themselves deficient in disposable troops to cope single-
handed with both. By Neri Capponi's advice a conjunction
with the papal army under Fortebraccio was resolved upon and
he was charged to effect it: but Micheletto, with his term of
service nearly expired, remained still unpaid and the other
commanders would not move until he was satisfied ; it was a
common cause; nor did its settlement much hasten opera-
tions, yet a time and place of rendezvous with the pope’s forces
were named but similar difficulties occurred there: Forte-
braccio also demanded his arrears which not being forthcoming
he was conciliated with the high and important office of gon-
falonier of the church : in such delays the season wasted and the
troops retired to winter quarters; the Venetians too had been
totally defeated by Piocinino in the Valteline with immense

* Cavaleanti, Lib. viii., eap. v.—Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1086.
VOL. III. o
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loss and were thus beaten into a similar disposition for the
termination of hostilities *.

Success and failure were nearly balanced and much nego-
tiation went on, fruitlessly with Siena and the emperor, but
with better prospects in Lombardy wheresafter long dis-
cussions Ferrara once more became the scene of general paci-
fication.

Through the efforts of Niccolo Marquis of Este and Lodo-
vico of Salluzzo, a treaty was signed in April 1438
between the league and Milan in which it was stipu-
lated that a general restitution of conquests should take place
and everything revert to its state before the war : Venice alone,
as was her wont, contrived to benefit herself; and while Vis-
conte restored all his acquisitions from her, she was allowed to
retain all that she had conquered from him 4.

A growing desire for peace had been for some time prevalent
in Florence : the national force was diminished, the citizens’
purses emptied, no solid good had accrued, and considerable
reputation was lost ; Lucca, instead of subjection, had recovered
her liberty, and much of the Florentine dominion had been
wrested from the commonwealth ; commerce had been checked,
agriculture injured, and general suffering inflicted on the people.
The popular rage for war therefore began to lull and with
it the influence of Cosimo’s faction. Niccolo da Uzzano seiz-
ing this crisis, vehemently urged the necessity of peace and
exerted all his influence to obtain it: this was his last act, and
he died in the autumn of 1432. The Medician party appre-
hensive of public inconstancy and the virulence of an adverse
faction unchained by Uzzano's death and now in the ascendant,
determined not to risk their popularity by still upholding war,
therefore joined with the Uzzaneschi in concluding a treaty to

A.D. 1433,

* Neri Capponi, Commentarj, Rer. Lib. vii., p. 202.
Scri. Ital, tom. xviii, p. 1178. — + Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1086.
Ammirato, Lib. xx.,p. 1084.—Poggio,
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which Siena soon after became a party and the road to Rome
was thus opened for Sigismund.

He had been about a twelvemonth in Siena to the infinite
damage and discomfort of the people, during which time being
assisted by that republic he smoothed all difficulties with Pope
Fugenius about his coronation and at the peace proceeded to
Rome where it took place on the thirty-first of May 1433, after
his having exercised all the imperial functions as king of the
Romans for one-and-twenty years *. Sigismund soon returned
by way of Romagna first to the council at Basle and then into
Germany, as well satisfied to escape from the fierce broils and
cunning intrigues of the Italians as they were to get rid of the
imperial presence, ever a fertile source of trouble in Italy .

The Florentines immediately nominated a board of five
citizens to re-arrange the affairs of Pisa and investigate the
cause of the late disorders; who finding that the towns of Cap-
rona, Calci, Marti, Rasignano, Orciatico, and Donoratico, had
wantonly revolted, and not through any apprehensions of the
enemy dismantled them with several others in Val d’ Ambra
and the territory of Arezzo}. Thus after three destructive
years of incessant war, commenced in injustice through the.
ambition of faction; after a fearful diminution of human life
and joy and comfort ; after a painful augmentation of misery and
calamity; of wretchedness, poverty, and want; of national
weakness and public debt; of civil discord, ambition, and new
inroads on private and native liberty ; was this vain and unjust
contest terminated, without an approach to its original ostensible
object, the subjugation of Lucca §.

¢ Malavolti, Stor. di Siena, Lib. ii°,
Parte iiis, from folio 24 to 27.—Bruto,
Storia di Firen., Lib. i., p. 75.—Mura-
tori Annali, Anno 1433.— Corio,
Parte v*, folio 330.——Cavalcanti, Lib.
viii., cap. vi.—Ammirato, Lib. xx.,
p. 1086,

+ Neri Capponi, tom. xviii., p. 1179.

—Corio, Parte v*, folio 330.

1 Neri Capponi, Commentar., Rer.
Scrip. Ital., tom. xviii,, p. 1180.—
Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1057.

§ So determined were the Lucchesé,
that in their scarcity of everything,
but especially of wood, they drew lots
to see whose houses should be pulled

o2
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True to their inherent character, or perhaps to the nature of
those institutions that formed it, the Florentines were no
sooner free from external war than internal commotion gathered
double force; and now relieved from the pressure of Uzzano’s
sagacity it flared up in all the fury of its ancient democratic
character,

_ That sage and moderate statesman had foreseen and fore-
told the exaltation of the Medici: he perceived its beginning
in Giovanni, and its more dangerous progress in Cosimo, Lo-
renzo, and Averardo; and he felt that after half a century’s
duration the ruin of Albizzi's faction was at hand. Never-
theless, between the cares of war, the danger and uncertainty
of revolution, and the bad opinion and want of confidence,
dashed perhaps with some jealousy of Rinaldo he never would
consent to proceed against Cosimo by any extraordinary means,
and during his life no such measure was attempted. When
his friend Niccolo Barbadoro one day came to urge his check-
ing the rapid progress of Cosimo, this venerable statesman
was sitting thoughtfully in his study, his cheek resting on his
hand, and Barbadori thus addressed him. ‘I know that thou
* art full of the very matter that brings me here : now leave
“ all else and advise the remedy for that evil which is day by
* day announced to thee lest it should ultimately fall upon thine
“ own head. Unless thou persuadest me otherwise I will
* wait until I am drawn for gonfalonier of justice which now
* cannot be long; I will then call a parliament and remove
* from the people this man who sits amongst them as though
“ he were one of the immortal gods amongst the Gentiles. I
* mean Cosimo. Remove him, the others will soon follow, and
¢ we shall stand secure in their absence ; we shall remain as
*“ we ever have been wont at the head of the government and
« gtill be the dispensers of its dignities. What I have now said

down to supply it, and this was cheer- was furnished daily.—(Vide Bruto,
fully scquiesced in. Thus s sufficiency Storva di Firenze, Lib. i., p. 75.)
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* to thee I have said to none, nor will I mention it except by
* thy dictation ; for surely thou art ever of that mind which
* most conduces to the public good.”

¢ Niccolo, Niccolo Barbadoro,” exclaimed Uzzano, ‘ would
“ to God that thou might be reasonably named Niccolo ¢ Barba,
* argenta,’ because it would indicate an old experienced man
“ in whom might be found a sound judgment and excelling
‘ prudence ; for with this prudence, O Niccolo! we forget not
** past times, are acquainted with the present, and provide for
‘ the future. If thou hadst known these things thou wouldst
‘ not have uttered what thou hast; but as thou dost not know
‘¢ thyself it is reasonable that thou knowest not others: in this
*“ however there is no marvel, for self-knowledge is not amongst
* the least of heaven's gifts. Now understand, Niccolo; that
* T have at divers times debated this matter with myself, and
* replied for our antagonists, and then rejoindered for our-
“ selves; and finally concluded that it is better to be still
* than to stir up so perilous a contention for the commonwealth
*“ as thy parliament would produce. None of us agree toge-
* ther in wishes or intentions; nay, we are opposed to each
* other in everything and more from nature than accident:
“ knowest thou not that there never yet was any exhibition of
* friendship without concealed danger between the popular-
* ised nobles and the Popolani Grassi? Messer Maso degli
* Albizzi especially was ever an obstacle: consider that in
“ 1414, only to drive us from power and destroy our popularity
* he made peace with King Ladislaus, and dost thou imagine
. “ the son to be different from the father? In nothing does he
“ vary except in being more morose and proud ; he is incon-
“ gtant where his father was constant and friendly to those
* who sought his friendship : but this man has no more affec-
* tion for friend than foe; he wears the same countenance for
“ both and despises all. Dost thou believe.that when he
* goized his father’s mules it was from motives of impartial
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*¢ justice or the vain-glorious pomp of pride ?* Believe me it
« was only some smoke from the fire of hypocrisy and pride,
“ and not justice that made him do it. Thou mayest judge of
* his mutability and inconsistency by his public conduct. Thou
* sawest him one of our principal leaders in San Stefano, and
“ in a moment after he joined Averardo in being one of the
* most aetive promoters of the Lucchese war! And merely to
“ become one of the TEN, did he not directly oppose us and
“ throw himself on the side of the Medici? Why we can
“ expect no more firmness or constancy from him than from
“ g swallow in the air. Think not O Niccolo, that Rinaldo
« seeks these changes in the state so much for the downfall of
¢ Cosimo as our ruin and his own exaltation, which exaltation
« cannot be achieved but by our fall. He disdains to concur
“in opinion with any citizen, but expects that every citizen
« will bow to him. He wants his will to be received as law by
* the people, and that of others to be written in ashes for cour-
« tesy, and then exposed to the winds. What hope can we
“ have in a man who seeks the ruin of those that exalted him,
« and that only to make his way to political power? He either
“ wants to deceive us or is a thankless ingrate to his party.
« Believe it Niccolo he shall not deceive me; nor do thou
« either, suffer thyself to be deceived : the man who seeks to
¢ provoke so dangerous a change in the state will be abandoned
“ by all, and all will seek his ruin; and if thou livest remem-
“ ber me as a true prophet. I well believe; such is man’s
* inconstancy, and so powerful Rinaldo's eloquence and impor-

® When Podestd of Prato he had ex-
officio arrested a carrier for money due
to a citizen of Florence who had sold
him two mules, and on questioning
the man while in prison, was answered :
that if his own creditors paid him he

(Rinaldo's) own father. The man re-
plied, “ Your father then does owe me
for two mules, the very sum for which I
am now in prison.” On which Rinaldo
said to his officers, “ Go, and seize my
father’s mules.” Theorder was obeyed,
the mules seized and sold, the debt

could pay all, but he never expected
justice. Rinaldo said he should have
justico, though it might be from his

paid, and the carrier libersted.—(Vide

Cavalcanti, vol. ii., Appendice, § 79.)
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‘ tunity; that some one will be found to carry out his intent;
* which in a brief period will recoil on himself, disturb the
‘ citizens, and ruin the republic. Cosimo is too useful to the
** people, especially in the expenses of war; and what crime or
* what cause can be alleged against this man to keep the peo-
* ple quiet when he falls? Certes he hath no fault that needs
* o perilous a step. Be thou assured, O Niccolo, that this is
“ 8 game of hazard stirred up by evil-minded men; I mean
*“ Cosimo’s exile; which I see will soon take place: he will
* leave you, a good and well-disposed citizen, and will return
** the contrary ; for he will be forced by circumstances and by
* the iniquity of his exile to change his habits and his nature,
* and he will outstep every honest mode of political life. And
* this not so much from himself as from the prompting of bad
““men; for he will go into exile free and unshackled, and come
* back under a burden of obligations to each of his rabid fac-
* tion: in return for the benefit of his restoration he will be
¢« compelled by necessity to promise or act so as to carry their
* iniquitous projects into execution. And for no other reason
* did Messer Maso promulgate the law that excluded bank-
“ rupts from public employment but because they were not
* free agents, but the very slaves of their creditors. Thus
“ will the commonwealth remain in the hands of the wicked !
* Believe me Messer Niccolo, that were it not for the prompt-
, “ ing of Averardo, this man would sooner be accepted by us

‘¢ than loved by them ; because we must believe that he retains
*¢ the customs of his father which thou knowest to have been,
*“ more than any other citizen's immaculate. But my advice
* and opinion is that thou and our other friends remain quiet
‘ spectators and we shall have both sides of the game: above
~ “all let us not be less observant of our partisans’ doings than
« of those that consider us their enemies ; and let who will,
“ gain, we shall from the mere balance of parties resume our
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“ power ; but whoever first begins will cause his own and his
‘ country’s ruin "*.

This discourse stopped all violence while Uzzano lived ; but
no sooner was he gone than Rinaldo occupied his place, rallied
his adherents under the name of Rinaldeschi, and determined
on Cosimo's destruction : he compared past with existing times:
in those he saw Piero his great uncle overborne by a Medici
and ultimately beheaded. In these he saw another and a
stronger Medici, more powerful in wealth and intellect, rising
like a monster on the broad wave of popularity and advancing
to devour him, and he knew not how to defend himself.
He saw him supported by the unscrupulous audacity of Ave-
rardo and the deep sagacity of Pucci. The latter was a plebeian
of the minor arts, but so wise in counsel and prudent in action,
and so necessary to Cosimo that partly for this, and partly as
a mockery of that faction by their antagonists on account of
his low origin, they were insultingly called ** Puccini” and not
“ Cosimeschi.”  Averardo, bold, confident, overbearing, and
prompt of tongue and hand, carried great authority, and Rinaldo
left no means untried to alarm the minds of the citizens and
prejudice them against the man whom he insisted was aiming
at the destruction of public liberty +.

The first election of magistrates threw all Florence into
agitation ; votes were eagerly counted and extreme excitement
prevailed: fear, hope, doubt, and suspicion were strongly
marked on the public mind and each new drawing renewed
the scene. So high was the excitement that a bevy of
young men had actually plotted together to seize the election
purses, in their periodical passage from Santa Croce-to the
Palace, and give them all to the flames, and this was only
avoided by a change in the hour, and persons who carried
them. Parties were still vibrating, and the measures of

* Cavalcanti, Storis, Lib. vii,, cap. viii.,ix. + Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1088.
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one were negatived by the other as a matter of course from
mere spirit of faction, for they would rather have seen the
country fall than saved by their antagonists : nothing that came
before any magistracy from the Seignory downwards, just or
unjust, useful or injurious, but was made a subject of rivalry
and party strife; and as even the very lowest magistracies, all
being judicial courts, were drawn by lot from the grand purse
of the * Squittino;” faction penetrated everywhere and in its
most malignant form ; and thus was the republic governed !

Rinaldo although one of the most able and eloquent of the
citizens was 8o unsteady and disdainful that neither party could
divine his real objects or say to which of them he belonged :
now acting with the Medici, now with the Uzzaneschi, then
back again to the former, he was in a constant state of alternacy;
and as time, says Cavalcanti, is measured by points and hours,
80 were the turns and doubles of Rinaldo degli Albizzi. Many
asserted that he himself knew not his own sentiments, but the
more sagacious averred that this strange instability was pro-
duced by his ambition to be the sole party leader and chief of
the Florentines: he wanted a great following; was too proud
to follow, and his father's reputation made him arrogant and
ambitious, but not wise. Wrapped in that statesman’s mantle
Rinaldo vainly imagined he could bear the weight and move as
he did, but was soon smothered in its folds; for Maso if his
eulogists speak truth was no common man; he is said to have
possessed above all others the power of making his enemies
acknowledge their errors; he excelled in the art of government,
and with far less pecuniary means than either Giovanni or
Cosimo, preserved the friendship of the nobles while he acquired
the affection of the people. But Rinaldo could not or would
not understand these things; nor was he capable of compre-
hending how much a popular and conciliatory manner creates
personal attachment, promotes good government and even recon-
ciles many a discontented mind to bad *.

* Ammirato, Storia, Lib. xx., p. 1088.—Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. ii.
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During these disjointed times ancient regulations were so
neglected that the names of all forthcoming magistrates were
previously known, even from year to year; all were predicted
by a certain sightless man called Benedetto Ceco who by some
party-juggling became the prophetic instrument of political
intrigue and was believed, not because things were so ma-
naged in secret, but superstitiously, and because ** the blind
man said s0!"” Nor was Rinaldo, as far as his economy would
allow, a bit more scrupulous than the Medici in clearing off
arrears of taxation amongst his supporters, or making new
friends of ancient enemies to strengthen his political influ-
ence. Amongst the latter was Bernardo Guadagni grandson
to that Migliore who, once an enemy of the Albizzi, had sud-
denlychanged to their side,and hated the Medici faction because
his grandfather’s house was burned by the Ciompi in 1378 *.
On this foundation Rinaldo built, and knowing that Bernardo
would be gonfalonier of justice at the next drawing if he were
not “a specchio,” soon removed that obstacle by paying his
- arrears and had no difficulty in persuading him to aid in
Cosimo’s downfall. His mind was excited by a vivid pictare
of Cosimo’s insidious course towards supreme power and the
percolation of his riches through every channel and crevice that
led to it, from the humblest citizen to the conductors of armies,
and even the republic itself; all were indebted to his bounty
and his will was law in Florence: the generals of her forces
were appointed or dismissed at his command ; Niccolo Tolen-
tino wished for his discharge and through Cosimo it was granted;
he ultimately engaged with Visconte and again at Cosimo’s nod
returned to Florence: Micheletto was by him or through his ~
influence elected ; all bowed to his pleasure: he in fact held
¢ Migliore Guadagni's house, though was one of the Captains of Party, and
burned by the populace in Salvestro thence he was supposed by the Cavoni
de’ Medici's riots, was supposed tohave to haveconsented to it ; the actualincen-
been destroyed by ome of his own diarybeing his own son-in-law!—(Vide

kinsmen, of the Cavoni family which Ammirato, Lib. xiv., p. 719.)
had been admonished while Migliore
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the Florentine sceptre, as yet concealed by his civic mantle, but
had only to uncover it for the accomplishment of his will.

‘ Seize then the standard of justice,” exclaimed Rinaldo
to Guadigni, “for whosoever upholds tkat the gods give strength
to.” The answer was short, prompt, and decided. ‘* Where
‘“ action is necessary few words are best : it is enough for thée
* O Rinaldo, that I will do my utmost for the commonwealth :
““be thou prepared with armed adherents without; and I will
“ bring my colleagues to the point within.” He assumed office
on the first of September 1433, and amongst the eight priors
only Bartolomeo Spini and Jacopo Berlingheri were in Co-
simo's interest. Rinaldo made every military preparation with-
out alarming the citizens, while Guadagni sounded those in the
palace and initiated all whom he could trust, wherefore sure of
an internal majority as well as external aid, he on the seventh
day of his office cited Cosimo before the Seignory and committed
him to prison *.

In a small room called the ‘“ Alberghettino " or * Barbaria™
the highest in the palace tower, was this powerful citizen sud-
denly immured without any pointed charge or form of accusa-
tion by the power of the Seignory alone, and not in the naked
strength and majesty of law, but under the disguise of armed
conspiracy which trembled as it worked !

-« I was written to in Mugello ” says Cosimo, * where I had
been staying for several months to escape from party contests,
that I should return; and accordingly on the fourth I did
return; on the fifth a council of eight citizens was ordered,
the Seignory declaring that they wished to discuss every mea-
sure with their advice, and they were Messer Giovanni Guic-
ciardini, &c., Messer Rinaldo degli Albizzi, and I Cosimo.
And though a report spread through the city that some change
was preparing, still having from them what I had, and deeming
* Neri di Gino Capponi, Com. Rer. Cambi, Stor., p. 183.—Ammirato,

Scrip. Ital,, tom. xviii, p. 1180.— Lib. xx., p. 1088.—Cavalcanti, Storia,
Gio. Monaldi, Ricord., p. 112.—Gio. Lib. ix., capi. iv., v, vi.
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them to be friends, I did not believe the rumour. It fol-
lowed that on the morning of the seventh of September un-
der colour of holding the said council they sent for me, and
when I arrived at the palace I found there the greater part of
my colleagues ; after a considerable time and while standing
in conversation I was commanded on the Seignory's part to
proceed up stairs and by the captain of the guard was placed
in a room called the * Barbaria,” and was locked in there; but
the whole town on hearing it rose in tumult”*.

Much unusual parade and public notice were adopted on this
occasion in sending for Cosimo, managed as was supposed by his
friends in order to warn and give him time for his escape; and
either Piero Ginori or Piero Guicciardini implored him with
strong remonstrances not to trust himself at the palace for
he was going to his destructiont. All were anxious they
said, even from self-interest to save him, for the safety of many
depended on his : Cosimo changed colour, but replied ; * Piero,
* Piero, thy intentions are surely good, but I feel too jealous
“of the republic’s greatness to disobey; besides I do not see
“ that I have anything to apprehend, not having committed
‘“any crime: I have also written to Giovanni di Matteo (dello
“ Scelto) and he has bidden me trust to him and fear no-
“ thing.” Thus saying he proceeded. The news of his arrest
ran wildly through Florence; the astonished citizens were un-
able to move; Rinaldo appeared in arms with his followers
advancing towards the palace and seconded by the Peruzzi,
Gianfiglazzi, and all the Uzzaneschi faction: two days passed
before Guadagni and the priors ordered that the great bell
should be tolled for a general parliament; this drew the whole
population round the palace; its gates were thrown open ;
the Seignory and Colleges with the standard and Gonfalonier
of Justice occupied the Ringhiera to the sound of silver

® Ricordi di Cosimo, Vide Fabroni, Life of Cosimo, Appendix.
+ Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. vii.
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trumpets and other instruments. Silence was commanded.
Ser Filippo Peruzzi Secretary of the Reformations then came
forward and with sonorous voice demanded, *“O people of
“ Florence, believe ye that in this assembly there are nmow
« present two-thirds of your civic population?” * Yea certes
“ we are two-thirds and more,” was the reply. He then asked,
* Are ye willing that a Balia should be nominated for the pre-
« sent reformation of your community and for the public good ?”
At this the voices rose so loud and high and long that the air
trembled and no demand was made to which the people did
not answer “ Yea.” Then Ser Filippo unfolded a roll of parch-
ment on which the names of the proposed members of the Balia
were inscribed, and read them consecutively to the number of
two hundred, all of whom were adopted by the public voice.
After this the Seignory and Colleges reéntered the palace with
the same state and order as before *.

Such was the formality of assembling a Florentine parliament
for conferring extraordinary powers by the sovereign people to
be used without any control; it was doubtless an act of pure
and legitimate sovereignty by a general assembly of the nation;
but the nut was large and the kernel small, and a packed mi-
nority at the foot of the Ringhiera generally disposed of the
commonwealth, while the distant masses shouted at every
word and then imagined themselves as free as water over a
precipice!

Like all Balias this had supreme, irresponsible, dictatorial
power while it lasted ; save any meddling with the catasto or
destroying of the election purses ; but its authority must not be
confounded with that of the TEN, which though unlimited in its
functions as regarded war, had no other rule. This Balia was
ordered to assemble on the following morning, and thus the
scene closed immediately round and within the palace, but not

® Neri Capponi, tom. xviii,, p. 1180.—Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., eap. viii,.—Am-
mirato, Lib. xx., p. 1089, + 1Ibi
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in Florence and still less so in the suburbs where the poor
resided: there as we are told, like Dante's ““Segrete Cose,”
cries lamentations, beating of hands and breasts, prayers and
vows, were heard on every side for Cosimo's liberty, and bis
escape from the violent death that all believed now threatened
him*. Nor was it in Florence alone that such feelings showed
themselves: amongst the Mugello hills and in its remotest vales
a powerful commotion was manifested, which even extended to
Venice and Ferrara, and the captain-general Niccolo Tolen-
tino advanced as far as Lastra to succour his friend with the
whole military force of the republic, but was unwisely persuaded
to retire by the prisoner's kinsmen lest Cosimo's safety should
be jeopardied; ““ A thing well meant,” observes the sagacious
Medici himself; “ but it was not good counsel; for if he had
« gdvanced I was free and those who had caused this, ruined " }.
Venice sent her ambassadors, whose influence did much, to save
him ; and Nicholas of Este ordered the Captain of the People
who was his subject to deliver bim if possible. The affection for
this man amongst the lower classes, whatever might have been
its source or means of acquirement, was strong, universal, and
# « Quivi sospiri, pianti, ed alti guai
Risonavan per I'aer senza stelle,
Perch'io nel cominciar ne lagrimai.
Diverse lingue, orribili favelle,
Parole di dolore, accenti d’ ira,
Voci alte e fioche, e suon di man con elle,
Facevano un tumulto, il qual s’ aggira

Sempre in queil’ aria senza tempo tinta,
Come la rena, quando 'l turbo spira."—(Inferno, Canto iii.)

Sobs, lamentations, and loud-sounding cries
Resounded through that murky starless air,
So that at first in pity I did weep.
Tongues of all nations, horrible discourse,
‘Wailings of torture, accents of deep ire,
Shrieks, hoarse, and shrill, and beat of hands withal,
M-rde one wild tumult, which for ever sweeps
Through that eternally-thick-tinted air,
Like eddying sand-drifts when the whirlwind blows.

+ Ricordi di Cosimo, Vide Fabroni, Appendix.
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the chief cause of his persecution: the higher classes of his
party saw their personal safety endangered by his fall; the
lower classes had no such fear; but they would miss his private
bounty and lose their champion in the public councils. While
Cosimo trembled in the palace-tower above, his fate was the sub-
Jject of dark and earnest discussion in the palace-hall below ;
not whether he should live or die, for the latter without spe-
cific charge or form of trial seems to have been settled from
the first; but only the time and manner of his death. Fre-
deric Malavolti the grandson of Orlando an illustrious Guelphic
exile from Siena, had him in custody, and being questioned by
Mariotto Baldovinetti as to how Cosimo was employed and
what he thought of his predicament; replied, *“ He is full of
‘ anxiety and refuses food ; saying, ‘ It is not his usual hour,’
« ¢He is not hungry,’ and so forth.” Upon which Mariotto
replied, * Or rather he fears being poisoned, the miscreant !”
At this moment Giovanni dello Scelto, the man on whose
friendship Cosimo most relied, entered and said, * It is for him
¢ to consider whether he will eat or no, for it is he that finds
¢ the meat and we the broth”*. Mariotto then addressing
Malavolti said “ O Federigo, as I want thee to be the man
* that will terminate our danger and his suspicions, thou art
* now informed that the whole government will adore thee with
* clasped hands, and none of thy wishes shall pass ungratified
« if thou wilt only administer to Cosimo a poisoned beverage
“ and thus relieve us from danger and him from any further
* apprehension.” To this atrocious proposition Malavolti in-
diguantly aunswered, * Signior—No difference exists between
* the gentleman and the peasant at their birth or their death ;
* but only in the conduct of their life : the gentleman abhors
* shame, which the peasant cannot do because he is unconscious
“ of the feeling: the virtues of my forefathers, of whom I
* « Egli metterd la carne, ¢ noi il finds the meat, not for them who only

Brodo.” A proverbial expression, to find the water, which costs nothing.
signify that the cost will be his who
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* inherit, give me gentility and forbid my undertaking so
* wicked, so shameful a work; and in order to preserve an
* inheritance so ancient I will not be the instrument of this
“ most unjust proceeding; but I will for the sake of your
* honour keep so shameful a demand a profound secret.” Two
of the seignors then said. ‘* Federigo we enjoin thee to be
* gilent about our intentions and blind to our actions ; but let
* us enter Cosimo’s chamber by night when he sleeps, and there
“we will strangle him ; we will then throw his body from the
“ tower, and tying a broken rope to the balcony make the people
“ believe that he fell in the act of escaping, and thus we shall
* remain in safety.” This too was sternly refused by Malavolti,
who immediately returning to Cosimo said in a cheerful voice,
¢ O Cosimo, how is it that during all the time thou hast been
“ here thou never hast demanded food? Certes I fear that
« thou believest I may be thy executioner and give thee poison ;
* wherefore I must tell thee that I am of the Malavolti, and for
“ no sum were it ever so great, would I lose that gentle name ;
“ nor could I lose it except by consenting to treachery and other
« guch abominations, of which none would be half so infamous as
« allowing thee to be poisoned while under my protection. Thou
« shalt eat, and trust to me; for as the son of a true knight, and
* grandson of Orlando Malavolti, I promise that thy only food
* ghall be what mine own hands have prepared.” Cosimo re-
sumed courage, gazed & while in Malavolti's face, then burst-
ing into tears embraced and kissed him, exclaiming * May God
« give you grace for me "*. A few days after this, some friends

the probability of the act, for Cosimo

* If Pignotti had seen all Cavalcanti's
must have known his men. It is

history, instead of chap. xi., lib. ix.,

alone (which was copied into various
MS. collections as an insulated frag-
ment of anonymous biography), he
would hardly have cast a doubt on the
little story of poisoning it contains,
Cavalcanti is evidently not a party
writer, and Cosimo's own fears showed

strange that a cotemporary MS. history
of so interesting a period, of which
many copies are no doubt in the public
and private libraries of Florence, and
one of which the author bought at a
common book-stall, in 1835, should
have escaped the researches of Pignotti
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brought Malavolti a present of game half of which he presented
to the Seignory remarking that he kept the remainder for the
guest they had given him. There happened to be then present
a certain boon companion of Guadagni's called Ferganaccio, who
with the liberty of a buffoon invited himself to partake the
banquet and being of a witty agreeable turn was welcomed by
Malavolti. At dessert Cesimo significantly touched the latter’s
foot who immediately retired on pretence of business and the
prisoner took this opportunity to send a message and a thousand
florins by Ferganaccio to Bernardo Guadagni with the request
of an interview; or according to others the money went next
morning, but the interview took place and Cosimo’s intended
death was changed for exile. Such is Cavalcanti’s story and
it differs from others only in detail, the main fact remains ;
that Cosimo in conjunction with Venetian influence secured his
life by bribing the chief magistrate of Florence; and this and
more is confirmed by his own words. * Bernardo was offered
money by two persons, that is the Captain of the Forces 500
florins, and the Director of the Hospital of Santa Maris Novella
500, which he had paid down; and Mariotto Baldovinetti, by
Baccio, 800. T was taken from the palace on the night of the
third of October and conducted out of the town through Porta
San Gallo: they had little spirit; for if they had insisted on
more money they might have had 10,000 florins and upwards
to deliver me from danger " *.

Although rage and consternation pervaded Florence not a
whisper broke forth from the citizens in outward demonstra-
tion ; on the contrary a mournful silence reigned throughout :
a few. threatening voices might here and there be heard but

and Sismondi, and even the giant Mu-
ratori himself seems to have overlooked
it. That demvelh, however, drew
largely from it is very evident, though
he never mentions his authorities.

Thus has this valuable and often elo-
quent writer remained dormant for

VOL. IIL P

four hundred years, until published
by the public-epirited, and deserving
editors of the  Documenti di Storia
Ttaliana,” in 1838 and 1839.

* Ricordi di Cosimo, (Vide Appen-
diz to Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo.)
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nothing general, for the alarm was deep not loud, and silence
only broken by one individual who like the frantic prophet
.of Jerusalem traversed the streets .crying out *“ Wo! wo!™
“This man was Piero di Francesco di Ser Gino, who unappalled
‘by the fierce bearing of the Rinaldeschi ran shouting through
Florence; *“We are approaching our ruin! We are chang-
* ing joy for sorrow! We are near the acknowledgment of
“our sins! What justice is this? what promise of social in-
* tercourse when good citizens are expelled, and the succour
“ of the humble is banished? When the nourishment of the
* merchant, the milk of the poor, the shield of the nobles’
* labout, is exiled as a guilty man for things he never thought
* of ; and by those too, whose abounding wickedness has never
“ failed!” Thus he continued rating the Uzzaneschi yet no
man dared even to reprove him, much less to punish his audacity.

At the first meeting of the Balia the means of establishing
a new order of public affairs was discussed and Cosimo’s exile
prolonged for ten years at Padua; Averardo was condemned
to ten years’ banishment at Naples without regret from any;
his son Guiliano to Rome; and all the house of Medici, the
descendants of Vieri excepted, were placed amongst the great
and exiled; or excluded from public employment for ten
years ®*. In the second sitting, the “ Otto della Guardia,” &
board of eight citizens, was created for six months and their
election given to the Seignory, but with authority so great
and inquisitorial to defend the government from plots, that a
violent opposition to the decree was made by Cosimo’s friends,
even in the Balia itself, until through sheer weariness and late
at night it was ultimately allowed to passt. In the third ses-
sion the ancient custom, of two-thirds of the whole Balia being
necessary to the passing of a bill, was annulled and a like por-
tion of those actually present substituted. This probably arose

* Ricordi di Cosimo.—Cavaleanti, Lib. ix., eap. xiii.
1 Ibid., cap. xiv,
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“from the obstinate discussion of the former assembly when the
Cosimeschi were found much stronger than was convenient and
excluded the prospect of carrying any stringent measures against
them; whereas in the smaller number lay greater safety, for
more influence was expected.

Yet it was soon discovered that force alone could preserve
the present faction, so strong was public feeling in behalf of
Cosimo ; wherefore, in the fourth meeting of the Balia, extra-
ordinary and dictatorial power was conferred on the Captain of
the People for three months. This was a decisive stroke, for
that officer was always formidable ; he was a stranger and almost
necessarily devoted to the existing government of whatever
faction, wherefore the Cosimeschi and poorer classes were
terror-struck and “cowered like doves under the eagles’ claws:"
none dared to murmur against this; it was teo late; the power
was in actual existence that stopped all murmurs: but saith
Cavalcanti, ‘“ Men shrugged their shoulders, covered with their
hands the bathed eye and arched eyebrow, and showed their
grief at Cosimo's banishment.” Some indeed supposed that
Averardo's exile rendered Cosimo’s bearable and prevented
tumult, and that his wickedness almost necessitated it because
relationship included both guilty and innocent; and that as
property was inherited by kinsmen of all characters so did the
Jjust inherit the punishment of the unjust: wherefore as good
and evil are commonly balanced, so the joy at Averardo’s mis-
fortune partially neutralised the sorrow for Cosimo’s.” Asa
necessary precaution however, a guard of two hundred men
was embodied for the palace and Niccolo Tolentino was com-
manded to retire from Lastra, an order that would have been
unheeded had his march not been already arrested by the
advice of the Medici *.

While Cosimo remained a close prisoner in the tower where
he probably received much intelligence of what was passing,

# Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. xvii,
PR
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the redoubted Capitano del Popolo despatched an officer to
his cell; the harsh noise of the bolts as one by one they were

removed struck terror to the prisoner'’s soul, for so many days

had elapsed since Guadagni’s visit that he knew not what to

think : his heart now sunk within him, nor was the messenger’s

ruthless countenance any relief to his feelings. Convinced that

he was going to instant execution, the great the powerful high-

reaching Cosimo; the popular idol, the bold sagacious and

ambitious leader of faction; the unflinching advocate of war,

and the feared of his opponents; this same Cosimo fainted

suddenly away; we must not say like a woman, for they are

generally examples of noble fortitude in the last moments of
existence ; but as a craven of the basest caste; and fell asif he

were dead, upon the pavement! Even the stern messenger of
justice was touched with pity and condescended to cheer him.

His life was declared to be safe, but exile certain. Thus reas-

sured Cosimo broke forth into strong and grateful expressions

of feeling to the officer, promising not to forget either him or

the Captain of the People should his fortune change.

Cosimo, who according to Varchi, (and he wrote for the first
grand duke of that name) *“ with open and manifest virtues, and
with secret and hidden vices, made himself the chief, and little
less than prince of a republic, rather not subject, than free,”
was here at least no hypocrite either in fear or gratitude, bat
surely somewhat less than man*. And if he believed it true,
that God and he were ever striving which could do each other
most service, as was once most impiously remarked, he might in
this trial either have put more trust in that protecting hand, or at
least have borne with greater fortitude the prospect of appearing
before so bountiful & mastert. In the evening of the third of
October after six-and-twenty days of confinement Cosimo de’ Me-
dici was brought before the Seignory: they had kept him so long

* Bened. Varchi, Della Storia Fiorentina, Lib. i°, p. 5.
+ Cavalcanti, Storis, Lib. ix., cap. xix.
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imprisoned ; first, to command a majority in the Balia with
menaces of death if thwarted by his friends there ; and secondly
to cause a bankruptey by neglect of his business; but against
this he was amply protected by foreign lords and merchants
who sent large sums to Venice on his account*. Being before
his judges he was sternly commanded to begone to Padua and
there remain for his full period of exile; but no specific charge
seems to have been even then formally and publicly advanced
against him, and he certainly had no trial. The Lucchese war,
which he advocated and fostered, was the most tangible crime ;
but it was that of the whole nation as well as Cosimo’s. Bruto
asserts that amongst the * other accusations” the blame of that
war singularly attached itself to Cosimo who was its principal
instigator ; but these other accusations are not on record, ex-
cept in the complaints and general assertions of the opposite
faction ; wherefore Cosimo’s banishment seems to have been
decidedly cruel and unjust; against the will of the majority ;
and worse than useless as & messure of public safety +. o
It is said that he delivered a valedictory address to the Seig-
nory in which amongst other grateful expressions for the lenity
of his sentence, he offered both purse and person to assist
his country in any part of the world; he enumerated his ser-
vices, asserted that he had never wronged any one, nor by his
conduct caused a single place to revolt; that he had sustained
the country's credit and even paid the army with his own pri-
vate resources, and finally entreated for a guard to protect him
from those who were waiting outside to murder him : this being
granted he quietly retired to his own house, supped with his
friends, and then rode forth an exile. Cosimo was escorted to
the frontier by Francesco Soderini and Niccolo del Chiaro,
members of the new magistracy of Eight, and proceeding by
way of Pistoia and the Modenese Apennines, his whole journey
is described more as that of a triumphant than a banished

* Ricordi di Cosimo de’ Medici. + Bruto, Ist. Fior, Lib. i., p. 75.
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man *. The road was thronged, the people: poured down in
streams from the hills to behold the illustrious exile and offer
him their sympathy and assistance if he would only turn back
and manfully dispute his sentence. * Aid thyself O Cosimo,”
was the cry. * Aid thyself and God will aid thee; and we
“ too will assist thee ; we will pull thy enemies to pieces as a
“ good housewife does the flax on her distaff, strive for thyself,
* for though ease is at first soft as feathers its effects are like
“ the quills of the porcupine.” During this time thousands of
rough hands were thrust forward to convince him of their sin-
cerity. Cosimo gently refused their proffered service and con-
tinued his journey to Ferrara, where the Marquis of Este
received him with princely honours, and on the eleventh of
October he was safely lodged at Venicet. Here he tells us
that he was welcomed by many noble gentlemen, and enter-
tained less as an exile than ambassador: on the thirteenth he
arrived at Padua and in the house of Jacopo Donato waited for
more fortunate times and circumstances;. The expulsion
of Cosimo was treated by the ascendant faction as a national
triumph, the removal of & great public calamity, a service that
required honours and rewards to those who achieved it; where-
fore governments and privileges were showered on the victorious
Seignory§. Rinaldo alone was sad; he wanted death, and
Cosimo’s escape was to him destruction; for a powerful foe
wounded but not killed was implacable, and no vengeance so
deadly as that of a restored exile.

It might have been deemed that the decided means taken
to strengthen the new government would have sufficed to its
end. The *Otto della Guardia,” (though not described by
Forti, if they be the same as the  Otto " noticed by Giannotti)
could dispose of the life and property of any citizen by six:
¢ Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. xxi., xxii. I Ricordi di Cosimo.—Caval. Stor.,
—Amnmirato, Lib. xx., p. 1090. Lib. ix., p. 544, Note 1.

+ Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. xxii. § Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1090,
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votes. The Capitano del Popolo was made fearfully powerful ;
ten citizens called “ Accoppiatori,” in conjunction with the
Balia, were given the power of choosing any man from the
purses as gonfalonier of justice, of depositing what names they
pleased in the “ Borsellino” as priors, and of causing a new
scrutiny under their own influence ; besides other strong mea-
sures of self-preservation but destructive of public liberty *.

- The worst of such laws was that no political opponent
attempted to abolish them on accession to power ; they were
generally useful to any ascendant faction and that was the only
real liberty of thegreat citizens ; for the public, as a public, was
never considered, independent of party. But all this did not
satisfy Rinaldo; he assembled his partisans and demonstrated
to them that no security existed while Cosimo lived, especially
as Puccio Pucci was still free ; whereupon the latter was exiled
for ten years to Aquila. The very means they had adopted to
strengthen themselves he declared would in the hands of a
Seignory favourable to Cosimo insure his return and bring
destruction on their authors; wherefore he should either have
been untouched or destroyed: * Believe me, believe me,” ex-
exclaimed Albizzi, *“he will remember the debt and repay
you cent. per cent. in torture and bitter exilet  But there
is one means of safety, an alliance with the nobles, who are
still the most valorous of men.” They had in fact been ene-
mies of the Medici ever since Salvestro’s day when he nWimed
their power and the Guelphic party together, and caused the
subsequent fines and commotions by which they suffered so
severely.

There were many irresolute spirits too amongst his own
party to whom Rinaldo or Cosimo were in reality indifferent ;
these required gentle management, and as they still remained
in the election purses it would have been dangerous to meddle
* Tommaso Forti, % Foro Fiorentino,” — Ammirato, Lib. xx., p. 1090,

MS. Magliabechiana Library.—Donsto + Tbid., p. 1091,
Giannoit, Repub®, Fiorentine, cap. vi.
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with them ; but still all this was to be compensated by restoring
the nobles to their place in the commonwealth *. Mariotto
Baldovinetti however proved by a running commentary on their
history the imprudence of such & measure, and finished by ad-
vising Rinaldo to follow the counsel of the Count of Montefeltro
to Boniface VIII.+ Hold them in expectation of relief by gentle
language but in deeds be more stringent than before. *‘ For,”
said Mariotto, “he who forgets injuries abandons justice and
* despises himself ; and we have no right from reason, law, or
“ good custom, to forget the evils those nobles have caused to
‘ the commonwealth. Let the conflagrations of Neri Abati,
“ the battles of the Bardi and Frescobaldi with the citizens,
“ the tyranny of the Duke of Athens; let all these cry loudly
“ against so monstrous a proposition.” Rinaldo though politi-
cally right in his suggestion failed in getting it adopted, but
gave a bitter reply to Mariotto whom he taunted, and justly,
with being purchased by Cosimo’s gold.

Meanwhile that exile fared sumptuously at Padua: honours
were showered on him by the Venetians, and 150,000 florins
offered him on loan to meintain his mercantile credit: his
residence was a sort of shrine to which people of all ranks
resorted in pilgrimage : at the express desire of the senate his
place of exile was extended to Venice and all the Venetian
territory not within a hundred and seventy miles of Florence:
they presented him with one of their superb palaces for a
dwelling, and requested through their ambassador that in im-
posing the Catasto his property should be considered as though

* Cavalcanti, Lib. ix., cap. xxiii.
4 “E dissi : Padre, da che tu mi lavi
Di quel peceato, ove mo cader deggio,
Lungo promesss coll’ attener corto
Ti faré trionfar nell’ alto seggio.”—Infer,, Can. xxvii,
Father said I, since thou can'st wash me clean
From sin, in which I'm now about to fall,
promise ever, with performance scant,
Will make thee triumph in the lofty seat.
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he were a Venetian citizen. No doubt this crafty government
foresaw that Cosimo would return with augmented power and
the complete discomfiture of his foes, and they like the unjust
steward, propitiated or endeavoured to propitiate the mammon
of unrighteousness, the future lord of Florence.

The council of Basle; the third for church reformation ;
which had met in 1431 under the sanction of Eugenius IV.
was not long in following the usual course of public assemblies,
and began to assert its own real or imagined rights at the
expense of the pontiff while the latter could only regret having
allowed it to be held so far from his own jurisdiction. His
repentance came too late to prevent a contest of right and pre-
rogative with the united episcopacy of Christendom: this was
in truth & vexatious commencement of his pontificate but he
fels still more sensibly the temporal enmity of Milan. Duke
Philip, annoyed by Eugenio’s alliance with Florence during
the late war, reconciled himself with Francis Sforza whom he
had just attempted to poison, and sent him, under pretence of
defending his own property in the kingdom of Naples, to attack
the ecclesiastical states. Sforza soon reduced Ancona and
then all La Marca to obedience: seeing this, and stimulated
as they said by the council of Basle; perhaps too in concert
with Visconte; various condottieri such as Taliano Furlano,
Antonella da Siena and some others, entered the duchy of
Spoleto and ravaged all that country; even Niccolo Forte-
braccio the pope's own general revolted, took possession of
Tivoli and invested Rome *. Sforza with forces increased by
his recent conquests passed into Umbria, reduced Todi, Ame-
lia, Toscanelli, Otricoli, Mogliano, Sonano, and other places.
The pope astounded at this storm promptly resolved
to sanctify the aggressions of Sforza with the eccle-
siastical standard, andin March 1434, advanced him to the high
dignity of gonfalonier, with the possession of La Marca as

A.D. 1434.

* Mouratori Annali, Anno 1433,
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papal vicar during his lifetime. Sforza instantly marched
against Fortebraccio, attacked and beat him at Tivoli, and laid
siege to Montefiascone: this town would soon have fallen if
Visconte, angry at Sforza's serving Eugenio against his wishes,
had not thrown a large force under Piccinino into Perugia to
arrest his progress. That city had become alarmed, but its
illustrious citizen soon quieted all fear, saved Montefiascone
and opened communications with Fortebraccio, while the latter
awakened such a sedition in Rome that on the tenth of May
Eugenio fled in a low disguise, hunted like a dog, and closely
pursued to Ostia where he embarked in a small Neapolitan
vessel and made his escape by way of Leghorn to Florence on
the twenty-third of June *.

Rome remained in possession of Fortebraccio, but so tor-
mented by various armies and the sallies from Saint An-
gelo that a truce followed and the bishops of Recanati and
Turpia with general consent reéstablished the pope’s authority.
By Visconte’s means & truce was then signed between Sforza
and Fortebraccio, and Piccinino engaged not to meddle in the
" affairs of Rome. The people of Imola had also revolted from
the pope and attached themselves to Visconte, upon which the
lord of Faenza attacked them, and both Florence and Venice
cried aloud that Philip had broken the peace. From Bologna too
the papal governor had been expelled and Milanese troops were
demanded : wherefore Venice; and Florence at the request of
Venice and the pope; despatched Niccolo Tolentino with his
army to preserve the peace while Visconte brought up Piccinino
to oppose them. The latter threw himself into Imola, but
being short of provisions enticed the allies to a battle and de-
feated them on the twenty-eighth of August at Castello San
Piero or Santermo near Castelbolognese. Tolentino and four
thousand five hundred men were taken prisoners, but only four
were killed and thirty slightly wounded! This as regards the

* Neri Capponi, Com., tom. xviii.,p. 1181.—Muratori Annali, Anno 1434.
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men-at-arms who were sealed up in the finest armour ever
made, can be comprehended; but with the light-armed troops
seems marvellous, and totally different from the naval actions,
where the slaughter was sickening. Piccinino gained this vie-
tory with inferior forces by skilful generalship against a com-
bined army whose chiefs were at variance: yet no fault was
attributed to Niccolo Tolentino, who died, or was murdered
some months after to the great regret of Florence *,

The friends of Cosimo were not idle; Agnolo Acciajuoli, a
young man of talent and heart whom Rinaldo attempted to
browbeat in council, withstood him to his face and showed that
his extreme youth did not prevent him from speaking and acting
for the public good. This was not lost upon Rinaldo who early
in the year managed to secure & letter which Agnolo had written
to Cosimo urging immediate action or the renunciation of all
expectation to return, and advising him also to secure Neri
Capponi'’s support, who had been for a while banished by the
Rinaldeschi and was therefore their enemy. Capponi's influence
was great in Florence, where Cosimo’s adherents were also
increasing in number and discontent. “ My dear friend,”
writes Acciajuoli, *thy exile is placed by Heaven in thine own
* hands ; for if thou wilt once rouse thee to work and not for-
* get thyself amidst the down of ease, the pleasures of the
“ table, and the delights of lasciviousness (for Sardanapalus
“ from being a great monarch became the author of his own
* death by such pleasures) it will be brief ;—but if thou wouldst
‘¢ expect favours from the merits of fasting, and votive offerings,
*“ and holy pilgrimages, thy exile will be 8o long that it may be
*“ called perpetual, because it will have had a beginning but no
*“end”t. Acciajuoli then professes his belief that unless de-
® Muratori Annali, Anno 1434.— fort.y-ﬁve years of age, does not give
Ammirato, Storia, Lib. xx., p. 1092, 3, higher notion of Cosimo’s moral quali-
8, 9.—Neri Capponi, Commen, Rer. ties than his interview with the Cap«
Ttal. Secrip., tom. xviii., p. 1181, 2. tain of the People’s officer does of his

+ Such advice and exhortation froma personal courage.
very young man to one who was nearly
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generated from ancient usage the present rulers would not be
long before some quarrel with their neighbours brought on
another war, in which case his return would be sure; be-
cause the mere want of money must render him necessary;
for there was not a single citizen that could supply the govern-
ment with a pistacio nut. Torture and ten years' exile to
Cephalonia was the consequence of this epistle *.

September had now arrived and nearly a year of Cosimo’s
banishment was gone, when a new Seignory came into office
with Niccolo di Cocco di Donato as gonfalonier of justice. The
two priors for the minor arts were Piero di Dino and Fabiano
Martini: the six others were Simone Guiducci, Neri Bartolini,
Baldassero de’ Santi, Giovanni Capponi, Luca di Buonaccorso
Pitti 4, and Tommaso Redditi; all staunch friends of Cosimo,
wherefore the hopes and fears of antagonist factions were highly
excited.

Rinaldo, who instantly comprehended the result, summoned
his party to a secret meeting where it was proposed that in the
usual interval of three days which elapsed between the election
and installation to office, the late Gonfalonier Donato Velluti
should summon a parliament, create a Balia, annul by popular
authority the new Seignory, destroy the election purses after
having chosen a favourable government, and prepare more
stringent measures to secure the existing powers. This bold
Pproject was generally approeved, and dangerous as it was, would
probably have been attempted had not Antonio della Cava, a
presumptuous citizen of indifferent reputation, declared the
counsel good if Velluti had been a fit man to conduct such an
enterprise, but as he was utterly insufficient success was im-
possible. The assembly remained silent; some because there
was truth in the objection, others from fear, jealousy of Rinaldo,

* Cavalcanti, Storia, Lib. ix., cap. the “ Cronica™ so frequently quoted
xxviii.—Piguotti, Lib. iv., cap. ix. in this book ; and Luca the man who
4+ Buonaccorso Pitti was the suthor of built the Pitti Palace.
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or promises from the antagonist party; so the new Seignory
were quietly initiated on the first of September 1434.

The gonfalonier’s first act was to commit his predecessor to
prison for public peculation and this confirmed all Rinaldo’s
apprehensions, wherefore assembling his party in the vestry of
San Piero Maggiore he proposed an instantaneous attack on the
palace as the only resource to secure their own safety and pre-
serve their power*. But Palla Strozzi a refined and gentle
person, more adapted to the delicacies of the table and the plea-
sures of study and the drawing-room than to lead armed men
and bridle a tamultuous people, directly opposed Rinaldo because
it was unlikely as he thought that with a beaten army and the
vicinity of such a victor as Piccinino, the Seignory would plunge
into domestic conflict at the first moments of their government.
Niccolo Barbadoro’s avarice it is said worked against his more
warlike nature, and fears for his property made him eschew
aggression: he deemed it better to wait for the attack than thus
commit themselves: Rinaldo seeing that he was not supported,
abruptly dismissed the assembly with an engagement to meet
him in arms accompanied by all their followers on the place of
Sant’ Apollinare at the least movement of the Seignory +. Nic-
colo Donato lost no time in sounding his colleagues, and wrote
the favourable resalt to Cosimo who was warned to be in readi-
ness, a8 were also his friends in Florence : this was so promptly
answered by the latter that the Seignory gained confidence
enough to summon Rinaldo, Peruzzi, and Barbadoro before
them. It was answered by an armed assemblage of the Rinal-
deschi; at which, besides the above, the Guasconi, Rafficani,
and Arriguci assisted, along with some of the Bardi, Serraghi,
Gianfiglazzi and Castellani besides many more great families
and a multitude of clients. Giovanni Guicciardini and Palla
Strozzi were looked for; the former sent a frivolous excuse, the

* Cavaleanti, Storia, Lib. x., cap. iii. Comm. Rer. Ital. Scrip., tom. xviii,, p.
—TIbid., Lib. x.,cap. iv.—Neri Capponi, 1182. + Cavalcaunti, Lib. x., cap. vi.
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latter appeared with two unarmed attendants, and many more
followed these examples; so that not above six, or according to
Cambi eight hundred armed men mustered on the twenty-sixth
of September at the place of rendezvous. To oppose them on
behalf of the Seignory were Rinaldo’s brother Luca degli Albizzi,
Niccolo Valori, Martelli Ginori, Neroni Dietosalvi, the Capponi,
Pitti, Corbinelli, Minerbetti and Alessandri: besides these there
were Paulo Rucellai, Bernardo Guigni and Niccolo Serragli wha
acted as mediators*.

The followers of Rinaldo were numerous and their fierceness
superior to their force : bold as he was, their leader was taunted
with slowness ; many came for plunder many for blood and the
slaking of long-delayed revenge. * Let usscour the city” cried
Simone de’ Bardi, *let us fill it with widows' tears, and the
4 gtreets with blood and carcases!"” Others shouted aloud,
and especially a certain Piero Arrigo, “Let us run to the
“ dwellings of the Seignory and plunder their goods; and
“ geize their mothers, and their wives, and their sons, and
“ their daughters, and their brothers; and all their nearest
“ and dearest relations, and bind them to our shields and
‘ targets, and carry them before us as we march to attack
* the palace, so that the enemy’s weapons shall only reach us
“ through the most precious objects of their love.” *Carne e
Jfuoco,” * Flesh and fire,” was their savage war-cry! And all
this was the result of party spirit carried to its extremes ; those
dark and misty bounds that loom so distant and are yet so near;
-which passion never sees, and reason seldom contemplates !

Successive reports of all this were carried to the Seignory
who were for a season intimidated ; they hurried from chamber
to chamber, from hall to hall in utter confusion, unable to de-
cide on any plan until the leading citizens poured in to animate
them: by their advice all the provision shops and markets were
# Cavaleanti, Lib. x., cap. vi.—Am- ment. Rer. Ital. Scrip., tom. xviii.,

mirato, Lib. xx., p.1160.—Gio. Cambi, p. 1182,
Stor., p. 194.—Neri Capponi, Com-
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suddenly and secretly emptied and the palace victualled for a
siege; a more manly spiritnow excited the government and every-
thing was prepared for civil war*. Nevertheless the media-
tors, amongst whom was Pope Eugenius and Giovanni Vitelleschi
bishop of Ricanati, endeavoured to bring the insurgents to reason
and prevent mischief, for the whole town was full of peasantry
and armed followers, all ravenous for plunder and thirsty for
blood, but unconcerned about the justice or injustice of their
cause or whom they massacred, and provided booty was to be
had their conscience was proof against any crime however ex-
ecrable : * No misdeed,” says Cavalcanti, *‘ could be so great as
not to seem little to their desires;” and this infamous crowd
struck such terror into the artificers and tradesmen that their
shops were shut and they remained quiet, anxious, and discon-
tented t, for the whole city was in despair ;. Negotiations
and discussions continued for some time until a final meeting
took place at the papal residence : Ridolfo Peruzzi and Barba-
doro submitted on understanding that the recall of Cosimo had
not been brought into discussion by the Seignory; Rinaldo
on the contrary, though shaken by the coolness and defection of
his principal supporters, remained still obstinate. That night
passed quietly, and next morning the two former citizens were
pardoned; but Albizzi had at the pope’s request repaired in
sullen and lonely grandeur to his palace, as unbending as ever :
he was received with soft words; and as Cavalcanti avers, cro-
codiles’ tears : between persuasion and artifice his followers
were dismissed, and with a promise of disarming even he him-
self consented to remain a prisoner under papal protection §.
This and the insurgents’ dispersion doubled the confidence of

* Neri Capponi, Com. Rer. Ital, artefici cheti e mal i,
Scrip., tom. xviii., p. 1182. — Caval- non altrimenti che sta I' asino alla
canti, Storia, Lib. x., capi. vii., viii. gragnuola.”

+ Gio. Cambi, p. 194, — Cavalcanti,
‘Lib. x., cap. x.

% « Like an ans in a hail-storm,” is
our author’s elegant simile.. “Gli

§ Memorie della Citta di Firenze da
Boninsegni, Lib. ii°., p. 53, &c.—Gio.
Cambi, p. 195.
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government and troops of their rural followers came pouring into
Florence under Papi de’ Medici, Bartolommeo Orlandini and
other popular chiefs, so that every entrance to the public square
was strongly occupied and all the city teemed with armed men.
The return of Cosimo hitherto unmentioned, was now generally
discussed ; and thus supported, the Seignoryon the twenty-eighth
of September ordered the great bell to sound for a parliament.
At its deep and well-known tones the whole republic rushed in
arms to the palace : the Seignory accompanied by the episcopal
mediators descended to the Ringhiera whence the usual ques-
tions were put, and answered in the affirmative by about three
hundred and fifty voices immediately round the Ringhiera;
nevertheless the most numerous Balia ever made in Florence,
consisting of three hundred and fifty-nine members, was ap-
pointed *. This was a strong representation of the people
and in this instance probably a fair one for the immediate ob-
ject proposed; but foul or fair, whenever a parliament was
called in Florence to create a Balia the appellants always took
care to occupy every avenue to the hustings and all the space
about them with their own staunch adherents, armed or un-
- armed as the case might be. In this Balia, united with the
colleges, Cosimo’s recall was voted almost by acclamation on the
twenty-ninth of September 1484, one bold and eloquent young
men named Bartolommeo di Cresci alone declaiming with
daring energy against it, and audaciously offering, if any would
join him, to pitch the gonfalonier and eight priors from the
palace windows: several secret negatives appeared, but were
smothered amongst the multitude of black beans which carried
the all-absorbing questiont. By the same act that created the
present Balia all former ones from 1393 downwards were
revoked ; butthough at the pope's intercession indemnity had
been promised to the insurgents, neither the government nor
* Gio. Cambi, Storis, p. 194.—Caval- + Giov. Cambi., p. 196 —Gio. Morelli

canti, Lib. x., capi. xiii., xix.—Gio. - Ricor. p. 122.—Cavalcanti, Lib. x.,
Morelli, Rec., p. 122. cap. Xv.

|
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the people were inclined to pass things off so smoothly ; and the
Cosimeschi in the teeth of this solemn promise which probably
saved their party, and certainly the city from ruin, exiled without
scruple Rinaldo, Strozzi, Peruzzi, part of the Guicciardini and
Guadagni, some of the Uzzani, Barbadoro, Gianni, and many
others ; and these proscriptions were renewed from time to time
after the month of November, when Cosimo was already re-
turned and & new Seignory drawn, or rather selected by his party
for their rabid persecuting violence and vindictive character *.
The members were Lando di Biliotti, Piero del Benino, An-
drea di Nardi, Leonardo da Verazzano, Brunetto di Domenico
Bechaio, Antonio d’ Agnolo, Antonio di Masi, Ugolino di Mar-
telli, with Giovanni Minerbetti for their gonfalonier, a man
described by Cavalcanti, as more bold than rational, and who
loved discord better than his country’s goodt. Near eighty
citizens were thus banished, fined, imprisoned, tortured, or
otherwise punished by the vindictiveness of faction. The
scrutiny purses were diligently weeded of all enemies, and ** 4c-
coppiatori” nominated, by whom the above Seignory had been
studiously selected .

‘When Rinaldo heard his sentence, from which all the feigned
or real remonstrances of Eugenius were unable to shield either
him or his companions: he is said to have exclaimed with a bitter
smile, “Did I then ever hope that I should be allowed to remain
* in my country by one who had been driven from his own ?”
The notice of his exile, sent as a matter of form to the pontiff
called forth some common-place condolence and advice, to which
Rinaldo contemptuously answered: *“ O Eugenius, Holy Father!
*« T marvel not at my own ruin; but I do blame myself
*¢ for trusting to the promises of one who being unable
* to aid himself could never vindicate the rights of others. 1

A.D. 1433.

b Nlrth, delle Istorie di Firenze, Lib. Lib. x., cap. Xx.
p. 15. 1 Ibid., Lib. x., cap. xvi.—Ammirato,
1' Gu). Comln, p- 199.—Cavalcanti, Lib. xx,p. 1102.

VOL. OI. Q
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* ought to have known that the fluent tongue of your messenger
¢« Vitelleschi was only used to entice me to disarm. I did kmow
‘“ it. But love of my country prevailed! Let none believe that
“ I had not ample means of resistance with the Guelphic aid.
¢ But because I would not bathe the streets in blood, fill the city
« with corpses and her dwellings with tears, I resigned myself
* into your hands ; yet be ye assured that I had my remedy.
* Niccolo Piccinino is at hand with ample forces not only to pro-
* tect me, but to expel all my enemies, as they now expel me
* from the city: and to pay for this I had only to league with
* Philip Maria Visconte and thus after so many wars have
* secured a permanent peace. You know well Eugenius that I
“ believe this to be a freak of fortune augmented by wicked men,
* and that times may change however unpromising, and how I
* or others will be better taught by this example; and you know
« algo that as the injury is more bitter, so much sharper should
“ be the revenge. Behold the heavens! A long rain makes a
* long drought, a hot summer a cold winter. But let us quit
*¢ this trifling, for I long to be gone from so bad a race and labour
« for my return with a leafy crown as the conqueror of a faction
“ 8o hateful. And to this city I say (for the shame of thy citi-
« zens) that I quit thee with glory and praise: because in the
* many dignities thou hast given to me I never pronounced
* judgment against reason, nor ever wronged an individual,
“ nor ever denied a debt, nor prolonged a suit; but always to
“ poor and rich, even before the legal period, I gave my judg-
“ ment. And for thee O Florence I bore all the weight of la-
‘ bour that the cares of such a city impose; and as my reward,
* under thy favour,—I am expelled ! Certes he who confides
“ in a priest's word, is like a blind man without a guide.” He
then departed *.

The wheel of fortune had turned, and Rinaldo’s great rival

* Cavalcanti, Lib. x., cap. xix.
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when fully certified of his recal came back like & Roman con-
queror! From Venice to Florence was a chain of
flowers; honours and festivities met his homeward
steps, and joy and gladness accompanied him to his native city:
Cosimo arrived on the sixth of October, dismounted at the pub-
lic palace, supped and slept in the same place, next morning he
visited the pope and then quietly resumed his former position
in the commonwealth.

Then came all the mischiefs of a restoration; and fines, exile,
imprisonment, torture, and death ministered to the evil passions
of an angry faction: Averardo did not long exjoy this triumph;
he died unregretted on the fifth of December, but his spirit re-
mained in full vigour ; and with the exception of engaging his
friend Francesco Sforza as captain of the Florentine armies,
Cosimo finished the year 1434 in an uninterrupted course of
political vengeance *.

A.D. 1434.

Cotenporary MoNarcus.—England, Scotland, France, Castile and Aragon.
No change since 1428. (Chapter xxx.)—Portugal : John I. to 1433, thenEdward
I.—The German, Greek, and Ottoman Emperors, as in 1428.—Popes, Martin,
V. to 1431, then Eugenius IV.—The Council of Basle, the third Great Council
for Church Reformation lasted from 1431 to 1438, It abolished Annates and
Reservations, and made other reforms.

® Ricordi di Cosimo de' Medici.—Gio. Cambi, p. 204.— Ammirato, Stor., Lib.
xx., p. 1102-3.
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BOOK THE SECOND.

CHAPTER 1.

FRODM A.D. 1435 TO A.D. 1451,

—_——

OSIMO'S restoration is perhaps the most important event of
Florentine history, inasmuch as it curbed the turbulence of
faction undermined what liberty existed, and gained a power
for his family that was never permanently lost. All
" previous revolutions were either transitory or only mo-
difications ofa state of things already existing, the mere phases
of the political planet with more or less of illumination; but
from this point the star of Medici burned with a clear and
steady though deceitful light which no subsequent tempest
could totally obscure. All after-events were only consequences
or ramifications of this deep root, and every pretension to real
liberty withered in their shade ; it left the outward form of a
republic impregnated with the steady and permanent character
of absolute monarchy.

But ere we proceed it may be convenient to review the Flo-
rentine institutions in order to judge more impartially of what
Cosimo accomplished ; what liberties he undermined, what
powers he destroyed; what good, or what evil were the imme-
diate consequences of his successful ambition; for under him
the future principality may be said to have been conceived and
formed and in progress of nativity.

A.D. 1435
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In contemplating the story of Florence our eyes are natur-
ally attracted towards the institutions of that republic with
which she was so often and so intimately connected ; the dark,
enduring, and mysterious Venice. Venice from a pure demo-
cracy became by a singular combination of circumstances one
of the most exclusive aristocracies in the world; and became
80, broadly speaking, without any usurpation of the rights of
others. The first Venetian refugees had equal privileges; but
when time and successful industry had bettered their condition,
the stream of emigration which had been constantly flowing
towards the Lagoons was gradually augmenhed and as the
oommumty enlarged a change in their civic regulations was
deemed expedient. Hitherto all settlers had entered into
coequal rights and duties as they successively established their
domicile amidst the free waters of the Adriatic: but at a cer-
tain period of their history the Venetians refused any longer
to continue this or give such strangers as might thereafter
arrive any political privileges beyond what were due to them as
subjects ; namely, the protection of person and property, and
perfect freedom of action in all but state affairs: to these they
were no longer admitted and thenceforth became subjects,
not citizens. A rapid increase of population, the commerce,
riches, power, and growing influence of this community, gave
great value to the original democracy which gradually became a
privileged and powerful class: primitively large, and identic
with the old population; afterwards small, from the growth
and pressure of the new; but condensed by that very pressure
into a more strongly knit and compact body the concentra-
tion of ancient power, which assumed a general empire. In
this there was no infringement of others’ claims; no usurpation
of illegitimate anthority; no encroachment on public liberty ;
the aristocracy reserved their pristine rights, but did no more ;
they made and enforced certain laws applicable to all who
sought the advantages of their government; and if strangers
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found this convenient it was with a clear understanding that
they were not citizens ; they might demand protection, but
could hardly complain of injustice.

Such is the broad principle upon which rose the aristocracy
of Venice : its details, policy, secret history, and early strug-
gles for power, are all foreign to this work except as they
occasionally bear on the affairs of Florence. But there was a
remarkable difference between these two states: under their
DOGE, their TEN, their SENATE, their GREAT couNciL and other
auxiliaries the Venetians worked silently mysteriously and un-
changeably: all was veiled: decrees went forth of the sanctuary
but they issued from an ideal being: they were not the work
of any single citizen; none proposed, none seconded, none
opposed them: to the public eye they were the fiat of some
invisible everlasting power without feelings, passions, or any
touch of humanity: awful, severe, all-seeing, all-powerful, but
not all-just. The exhibition of political talent, eloquence,
passion, virtue, vice, or patriotism ; whatever it might have
been within the political cloisters; was mnever, in matters of
domestic government, breathed beyond them. The people
knew neither friend nor foe, for all varieties of opinion were
fused into one homogeneous whole which alone went forth as
a decree of the Venetian republic: popularity was there un-
known to statesmen : no eye was on them, no ear heard them,
no shout greeted them, the voice of public opinion was
smothered in the Lagoons; and except as warriors, praise or
blame from their fellow-citizens never influenced & single
action of Venetian statesmen after the final settlement of their
government. Hence the stern, searching, relentless character
of all their acts; and the immolation of honour, virtue, religion,
moral dignity, and every gentler feeling to the murky idol of
their state. But in suppressing faction it secured strength,
union, decisiveness, and domestic peace; and enabled the
republic to maintain a steady oneness of policy, which gene-
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rating uniform movement and lastingness, preserved it until
the whole body becoming effete expired of mere imbecility.

Florence on the contrary was all openness, faction, turbu-
lence, disunion, and mutability; the faults and virtues of her
sons were palpable ; there was no national, no constitutional
secrecy ; but there was oivil war, massacre, conflagration, ruin
of families, exile, and depopulation; which the Venetians had
not. On the other hand; in Florence men looked to personal
fame, reputation, popularity, and public opinion for advance-
ment and support (although this last was generally sectarian)
and the whole body of citizens had, or believed they had, a part
in the commonwealth. They did in fact share in the appoint-
ment of their magistrates; that is they had the privilege of
electing them. But what were those magistrates? Not the
strong self-acting movement of Venetian power that owned no
master and made each its slave; but the flexile talons of
ill-omened faction. There was in fact no government in Flo-
rence : there was a rattling mass of powerful machinery, ready
for any impulse and never without one; good if honestly
managed, but harsh and dangerous in self-interested or un-
skilful hands. The national spirit was called up to give force
to the commonwealth and it did so; but the commonwealth
had neither the power nor the inclination to secure civil
liberty as we know it, from the vindictive fury of party or
the tyranny of potent citizens. There was mo balancing
power; the people were satisfied with that of electing their
magistrates and clothing them in popular authority without any
stipulation for their manner of using it.

‘When Baldaccio d’Anghiari was treacherously murdered and
thrown from the palace window, his corpse lay for nearly a
whole day in the public place where it fell, and although he
was & friend of Neri Capponi, the most influential man after
Cosimo in Florence, and an old and valued general of the
republic, few thought it strange; enough that the Seignory
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had done it, some secret necessity was supposed, fear acted its
ususal part with friends and none else ever troubled themselves.

Yet, with a mutability beyond example in domestic affairs,
the foreign policy of Florence was as constant and prudent as
that of Venice in regard to the balance of power and general
condition of Italy: true, the fear of Milanese dominion as it
more nearly affected themselves was the moving spring, and
when their own ambition held the scale the balance often
wavered. But to judge better of these institutions it may be
useful to examine their powers, as well at least as our scattered
and uncertain records will permit, for many things are alluded
to by Florentine writers as then of common notoriety which are
now incomprehensible.

The extreme jealousy amongst both Venetians and Floren-
tines of their so much boasted liberty would naturally lead us
to the modern notion of that word, even now in many countries
but ill understood and therefore not duly appreciated; but
where thought even was almost fettered, as at Venice, could
there have been any real liberty ? Neither thought nor tongue
were shackled at Florence, and so far they were free ; but no
individual or his property were safe from the vengeance of a
powerful enemy ; a poor Florentine's house was not his castle,
his possessions were not his own, nor was even his life, though
harmless, always to be counted on when faction needed its
sacrifice: witness Baldaccio's fate which as will hereafter be
seen mainly originated in the private malice of an Orlandini.
The Florentine magistrates could oppress the weak but were
bearded by the strong ; they could assist one faction to crush
another; but could hardly prevent it if they would, for they
themselves were always partisans and often tools in the hands
of others. We have seen that besides heavy and unequal taxes,
an early source of Florentine discord was the ambition of rich
men to govern as a body and the higher wish of some amongst
them to rule alone and individually. In opposition to this was
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the desire of the lower classes to prevent such usurpation and
acquire for themselves a degree of civil liberty free from pri-
vate oppression which would relieve them from illegal masters;
while that of the middle classes when they existed was in addi-
tion to enjoy those legitimate honours and employments to
which their position entitled them. The great object of good
government is to gratify -these natural desires and many
others, without public injury, collision of classes, or undue pre-
ponderance in any order of the state ; but this was not achieved
by Florence.

Frederic II. upheld the Ghibeline aristocracy; but at his
death the Florentines asserted and established their liberty
under new forms of popular government, yet so awkwardly
that it begat infinite discontent directed as it was against the
nobles especially the Ghibelines who had previously been
omnipotent in Florence. They naturally watched their opportu-
nity and under the auspices of Manfred regained authority with
a wide-spread banishment of Guelphic families: but intent on
power they did not trouble themselves about the people; and
when fear ultimately compelled them to attempt the reconcilia-
tion of all parties by a popular government it was too late, for
they were immediately expelled by a great national movement.
The citizens being anxious for peace recalled every exile and
they came, but had learned no wisdom ; their passions and preju-
dices were in full force; old quarrels broke out afresh and no
man seems to have arisen who was equal to the task of restor-
ing tranquillity by the establishment of a wise constitution.
It would indeed have been an arduous one where the same
spirit of domination possessed the whole aristocracy and the
people were as yet not sufficiently exasperated to feel their full
power, or sufficiently experienced to use it with moderation.

Renewed insolence and oppression on the part of the former
soon after produced the gonfaloniership of justice as a curb;
then came the law of the Divieto which spread public hon-
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ours over a wider surface and prevented the nobles from per-
petuating them in their own families : many other regulations
followed in succession, but every step was a quarrel ; the city
was divided against itself; two fierce parties with antagonist
interests were in constant strife; there was mo union but in
external war ; the people were insulted and oppressed in every
private transaction, against laws which were sharp enough to
irritate but insufficient to control *.

These evils brought out Giano della Bella and his * Ordi-
nances of Justice ” which were too harsh even as a punishment,
yet with strong provocation: they did not succeed, for they
were a penal sentence against delinquents with arms in their
hands ; a bill of pains and penalties against a powerful mass ;
an attainder; the punishment of existing innocence, and of
children yet unborn. Indefinite punishment for finite crime
is injustice ; yet Giano’s honest indignation blinded him to the
true character of his work and noble families were at once
excluded from the Seignory, besides other degradations, and
power given to increase the number of delinquents at will. Mili-
tary force was necessarily added to give vitality to law, and four
thousand civic guards were placed at the gonfalonier's disposal.
The severity of this act produced more fury than obedience,
more restraint than respect; yet Giano meant well; he gene-
rously and fearlessly repelled oppression and the blow hit hard,
but recoiled on his own head : he was banished ; tumults fol-
lowed, and there was a partial restoration of rights to the
aristocracy. Soon after came the Bianchi and Neri factions, and
they proved the weakness of Florentine institutions by allowing
private quarrels to swell into public war and national calamity.
The pacification effected by the Cardinal of Prato lasted but
a moment ; his creation of gonfaloniers of companies and all

* Tt has been well said by Lendor, in law is on the poor; its shadow only
his Imaginary Dialogues, but alluding on the rich.”
to England, that “the kand of the
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his restrictive laws against the aristocracy were insufficient to
maintain the peace even while he legislated ; and ere he quit-
ted Florence all was again in commotion, and soon after in
arms. His labours were exclusive, sectarian, partial; and
inspired no confidence : blood and conflagration were the com-
ments on his work, and seventeen hundred houses were con-
sumed in the struggle! Afterwards the drawing of magistrates
by lot was introduced and the two councils, of the People and
Community created : then the Duke of Athens was placed at
the head of the commonwealth and presently became its tyrant,
but was forthwith expelled by the united strength of every
faction. This restored liberty, justice, peace, and & moment’s
good fellowship between the nobles and people: the lull was
brief : discord again burst forth and civil war once more thun-
dered in the streets of Florence. The Bardi, Frescobaldi,
and other clans were fiercely driven from their homes and the
nobles reduced to complete and final subordination. The
other extreme of society then rose up, and the sedition of the
Ciompi reigned paramount for three years: Georgio Scali the
people’s champion was subsequently beheaded and the fire
mastered ; but with partial bursts and sudden explosions from
the ruins. The Popolani Grassi now resumed their authority ;
but suspicion was abroad ; no confidence connected man with
man, and fear was ever on the watch lest fortune should place
the government in the hands of antagonists: when this oc-
curred it was jealously wrested from them on trifling pretences
as happened to Alberti and Magalotti in 1887. Then followed
a recal of exiles and the strong. government of Maso degli
Albizzi; rigorous and severe at first, afterwards comparatively
gentle and popular, but at all times able : Niccolo da Uzzano
had continued this to more than half a century’s duration when
his setting sun beheld the rise of Cosimo.

In contemplating such a state of perennial turbulence and
misrule with all their unmentioned evils, we can scarcely
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wonder at the Florentines being finally wearied and disgusted ;
and hailing the man who would restore peace, though at the
expense of their $o-called liberty, as the ‘Father of his
Country.” Up to this period there were always two parties in
Florence, one of the great, the other of the people: by the
Great, in the beginning was meant the nobles; after whose
downfal the principal burgher families stepped into their politi-
cal position and under a more popular name followed a'similar
course of insolence and oppression, but with greater impunity.

The ¢ People ” must not be understood as the mere popu-
lace, who were no more in the civic institutions of Florence
than menial servants in a private family ; they were necessary,
but had no voice nor any political rights in the commonwealth.
The * Peopls ” was that portion of the poorer citizens with civie
rights or civic responsibilities who were opposed to the aggres-
sions of the rich and powerful ; in other words to the  Great.”
They were not only that multidude which did not share in the
public government and yet possessed something or exercised
some trade in the city ; but many others besides who did par-
ticipate in the magistracies, All these in common desired
liberty ; or more strictly speaking protection in their private
affairs from the tyranny and arrogance of the great; but the
last portion cherished the further hope of a more frequent par-
ticipation of public honours, and of subordinate political power
as a means to that end. The middle class if it can fairly be
called so, during the meridian of aristocratic sway was com-
posed of the principal popular families; but they soon became
a virtual aristocracy though despised as such by, and totally
distinct from the ancient nobility.

At first therefore there seems to have been no middle class
properly so called, for the populace as an extreme, were never
considered part of the commonwealth nor cared for by any
party, and the people came into immediate contact with the
higher orders whether ancient nobles or Popolani Grassi, but
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roughly, not courteously*. The result was a continual struggle
between a body, composed of rank dignity and intelligence, re-
énforced by riches and insatiable for power; and a humble
though numerous mass of poorer citizens who felt its misuse and
panted for emancipation: thence everlasting strife and often
the submission of both to the command of a stranger, such as
the Duke of Athens and others. Still the two parties retained
their balance; for when the people ruled, one powerful citizen
frequently defied all the potency of government and with the aid
of friends, clients, and his own resources audaciously defended
himself; trusting if too hard pressed to the general support of
his class. From this preponderance of individual power and
general balance of parties it followed that the strong oppressed
the weak: for had that of the people been superior, the noble-
man who had no moral scruples about robbing his neighbour
would still have refrained through fear of the law had the law
been efficient: but this rarely occurred.

A middle class of citizens ; or what may for distinction be so
designated ; did spring up in Florence from the popularising of
noble families; (probably those which are sometimes called
* Spicciolati,” as detached from the ancient stock and yet not
united with their adopted order) and also from the promotion
of some popular families by Cosimo, of which more anon; but
principally from those who being eligible to the magistracy, yet
from choice and other reasons lived retired and aloof from
faction as well as from insult and injury, if they could accom-
plish it; yet sometimes wished to enjoy the civic honours to
which they were entitled. It seems probable that many of
those called * Scioperati,” who entered so frequently into the
public magistracies, belonged to this class and exercised some
modifying influence over the violence of party spirit.

The “ Plebe " or lowest classes, as already said had no civic
rank ; they possessed no real property and lived from hand to

* Donato Giannotti della Republica Fiorentin., Lib. i, cap. v., p. 48.
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mouth by manual labour; but they loved quiet, because com-
motion stopped trade, and then they starved: their tumults
were from want, hard task-masters, and misrule; or its conse-
quences as affected themselves. According to Giaunotti if quiet
reigned amongst the higher classes of Florence the people were
never tumultuous, and unless excited by their superiors in rank
and reputation were rarely so at any time*. The sedition of
the Ciompi was probably the unintentional work of Salvestro
de’ Medici and others who thus excited a really suffering and
therefore inflammable people, and then were unable to control
them. The poor could not obtain their reasonable desires and
therefore revolted ; for people are attached in general to those
governments that afford such gratification, or which they believe
afford it: the Florentine poor desired no compulsory masters
but the laws or the magistrates who represented them; they
sought impartial justice and had no further ambition : the mid-
dle classes, or rather the people, had ; they as already remarked
looked to legitimate honours and office; and the highest class
to arbitrary rule. In Florence, generally speaking, only the
last succeeded and that partially, but attended by tumult and
difficulty : the result of all was discontent with excessive and
general excitement so that any change became palatable.

The principal defects of Florentine institutions up to Cosimo’s
return were what we shall now endeavour to describe. These
institutions were composed in the first place, of the ** Seignory,”
namely a Gonfalonier of Justice and eight  Priors of the Arts” or
«of Liberty: " of two auxiliary *“Colleges,” one of twelve Buono-
mini the other of sixteen Gonfaloniers of Companies, and alto-
gether named * The College” or more generally the “ Seignory
and Colleges " the latter being a sort of counsellors to the former.
Then came the Senate, which varied in name and number from
1843 to 1494, and seems to have been identical with the Coun-
cil of Two Hundred. Besides these were two greater councils:

* Donato Giannotti, Della Republica Fiorentina, Lib. i., cap. v., p. 58-9.
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that of the People, composed exclusively of Popolani; and that of
the Community, or Common Council which admitted both people
and nobles. Inferior magistracies will be noticed elsewhere.

The nomination of all magistracies which at first was open,
afterwards fell into the hands of a more select body called the
*Squittino ” or scrutiny; and the act of selection to fill the grand
purses was denominated *“ Squittinare” or scrutinising ; because
the character, qualities, and pretensions of the candidates were
then minutely investigated. This was theoretically good, but
its effects are described as evil and corrupting ; for this ceremony
taking place only every three or five years and being secret,
those candidates for the public magistracies whose names once
entered the purses (and this seems always to have been well
known) became negligent of their conduct ; for honesty in those
days appears only to have been practised as far as it was the
best policy. All laws, decrees, or provisions of any kind,
whether public or private, proposed in the Seignory were obliged
to be approved by the colleges, senate, and finally by the two
remaining councils *.

This also seemed theoretically good, but as the priors were
drawn by lot it frequently happened that one Seignory was of
one faction the next of another, or perhaps a mixture of both ;
and the colleges partook of the same mutable and motley cha-
racter, or peradventure differed altogether from the Seignory :
thus a reasonable, a tyrannical, or a divided government turned
up as chance directed. Hence also the many evils so fre-
quently related in these pages as the exclusive results of
faction ; and hence the permanent despotism of Cosimo who
ruled the rulers and dispensers of life and death. In order not
to quit this convenient instrument he chose the “ Accoppiatori”
so dexterously, besides other means hereafter to be mentioned,
that his own creatures were sure to form the bulk of every
council and magistracy in the state. Cosimo here only practised

* Nardi, Storia della Cittd di Firenze, Lib. i°, pp. 11, 12, 13.
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the lessons his enemies had taught him, the actual political arts
of Florentine statesmen ; but he did it on a great scale, with a
harder hand, a heavier purse, and a bolder conscience than
any. No people can pretend t6 more freedom than the liberty
of dubbing themselves slaves where, (even when uninfluenced by
faction) the pleasure of six citizens out of nine was in many
cases law, and could destroy or pardon as they listed. * We
are the Law and the Judge,” cried the prior Guido Magalotti
to Cosimo himself when he wanted to save an innocent woman
and child from destruction! And Cosimo bowed meekly to
the rule for he intended to practise it.

Although the general decrees of the Seignory where every
measure began had also to pass other councils, they were yet
rarely opposed, and much despotic authority was assumed by
them in individual cases even to the instant deprivation of
life : their power was feared and fearful, and only depended on
themselves to be tyrannical, as it commonly proved.

The Balia or Decemvirate of War was another power of
enormous strength and amazing amplitude: seven citizens
could there make peace or war impose the most grinding con-
tributions, or form any regulations they pleased to carry out
their views; and even raise armies to unlimited numbers, or
only limited by the public credit and resources of which they
were the managers; and all without control. Considering the
far-reaching consequences of war even in its mildest form, but
at that time peculiarly horrible ; no nation could call itself free
when exposed to the action of such powers, unless it were
proved to be with the general national consent and not by the
intrigues of a faction ; and even then it was only the liberty of
ruining and enslaving themselves and their posterity.

To direct this formidable engine Cosimo made use of the
* Specchio ” as already told, and so gained extensive influence
if not always a majority in that council. This was before his
exile ; for afterwards things were more shortly and effectively
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arranged ; but it served to encourage war and consolidate his
personal influence, and though the country was disgraced and
ravaged Cosimo prospered; yet all this mischief could be
effected by seven citizens without control or responsibility*.
The necessity for.such a board arose out of the ephemeral
nature of the Seignory which allowed no time to carry on any
extended operation whether external or domestic, and neces-
sarily exposed state secrets to the knowledge of a rapid succes-
sion of chief magistrates who in their retirement from office
might neither be discreet nor honest.

In domestic matters the evil of this system was glaring : each
new Seignory, eager to distinguish its ephemeral existence by
some attractive performance hurried forward every affair ; their
acts followed each other with the rapidity of a blacksmith's
hammer ; & few favourite materials were hastily worked up for
the nonce and, finished or unfinished, left to their fate with the
succeeding government; but no regulated warmth in constant
action remained to temper and anneal society or improve its
character.

The college of gonfaloniers created by the cardinal of Prato
for the defence of liberty, that is of the people against the
great, was generally composed of young men and frequently
acted with more violence than judgment; imbued like every
other magistracy with the passions of the day, they were often
as we are told, the authors of oppression and tumult and causers
of much mischief, for it was a powerful and reputed office and
greatly coveted. In one of the many plagues that devastated
Florence; probably that of 1348 when few would remain there
for the purposes of government, a remedial law was passed which
rendered every citizen ineligible to office whose grandfather had
not sat or his name been seen (or ** Peduto ”) amongst those lia-
ble to be drawn for the *“ T're Maggiori” as they were called,
that is the Seignory and the two colleges. Many, who would

* Giannotti, dells Rep. Fior., Lib. i., cap. v., p. 78, &e.
VOL. III. R
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otherwise have fled were arrested by the wish of securing that
right for their posterity and it was of infinite service to Cosimo,
who by means of his influence could at pleasure infringe this
law and virtually nominate them all ; wherefore the whole city
paid court to him not only to accomplish their own but even
their infant children’s nomination.

These infant magistrates were not new in the history of Flo-
rentine faction, but the system was perhaps more securely, and
certainly more permanently organised by Cosimo, and thus the
“ Defenders of Liberty;” as the gonfaloniers of companies
affectedly called themselves; became the mere handmaidens of
despotism. The gonfalonier of justice had no greater voting
power than the priors, but he had the privilege of presiding over
them and every other council at his pleasure: this right was
given in order to form a session of the Seignory independent of
their Proposto or diurnal president in case of his refusing at
any time to propose necessary messures, a circumstance that
faction rendered of frequent occurrence. Thus the gonfalonier
although only equal in authority was superior in dignity and
official influence to all the Seignorial magistrates ; and as
they and all the other courts were despots in their line, and
generally tyrannical, he also must have had the power of being
8o, for none deliberated without him if he wished to attend
and their decrees were his : wherefore it follows, that although
he could not compel he influenced every one, and they in a
manner depended on him. Hence the gonfalonier of justice
really governed the state, because by means of the Seignory
and colleges he could carry any measures and not only arrest
the proceedings of other magistracies but altogether prevent
their deliberations. For this, says Giannotti, he had only to
humour the Seignory and colleges and profess himself a staunch
defender of liberty against the great, (which in Florence was as
sure a catch-word as Church and State once was in England) and
if supported by them he became omnipotent. But without such



CHAP. 1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 243

management success was rare and difficult; for if he worked by
favour of the *“Ten " alone he displeased the priors and colleges,
and through them the citizens, as the former would complain of
neglect and slight both by him and the Balia, and the latter
would echo it; and according as this system was skilfully fol-
lowed or neglected so was the gonfalonier popular or otherwise.

The office being so ephemeral great constitutional mischief
could not ensue, yet much particular injury and private tyranny
was practicable and practised ; but when one private, irrespon-
sible, and extraneous power, like Cosimo’s, brought en irresis-
tible and permanent influence to bear on every magistracy ; or
rather when every magistracy was his own creature and worked
like puppets to his will, it became a permanent though invisible
monarchy *,

These were some of the radical evils that generated misrule
and general discontent in Florence and spoiled its character as
a free nation, for republics are seldom free except for licentious-
ness. But to these evils may be added the great length and
cost of law-suits and the general corruption of law: the rich
and powerful influenced both civil and criminal justice publicly
and privately as suited their interest or faction; plaintiff and
defendant were often ruined together after long years of litiga-
tion ; strangers who had the misfortune to get into the Floren-
tine courts lifted up their hands and cried in amazement * Is
this liberty ?” and some of the noblest of native families had
been reduced to destitution.

In this state of things Cosimo returned, an angry vindictive
chief with a still more vengeful crew to keep his passions upper-
most : he had been ill-used, he was the people's leader and idol,
and soon banished almost all their greatest enemies of the
opposite faction ; few remained but the insignificant or abjectly
submissive or those who shrunk into obscurity and oblivion at
his frown. The people rejoiced at their enemies’ discomfiture

* Giannotti, Della Rep. Fiorent., Lib. ii., cap. viii,, p. 94.
R 2
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and Cosimo was finally hailed by a public decree as “Papre
DELLA PaTRIA.” The father of that country which he depopu-
lated by the most numerous proscription ever known in Flo-
rence even in its wildest periods, and which has been compared
only with those of Sylla and the triumvirate; for blood, although
not profusely spilt, and when shed, perhaps it was with some
show of justice, yet blood was not wanting to satiate Cosimo’s
vindictiveness and the vengeance of his exasperated followers.
Boninsegni and Cavalcanti give us the names of more than a
hundred families either exiled or rendered incapable of office,
without counting all the individuals of houses which are only
named collectively, and apparently innocent of any crime except
that of relationship with the chiefs of an antagonist faction *.
The nobles of his own party he made Popolani, but excluded
all others by a sweeping edict prohibiting them thenceforth
from the enjoyment of any public office whatevert: this as
will be seen hereafter was a sagacious act, and collaterally
strengthened by his intimate connection with the Italian states
which enabled him to paralyse all his enemies’ efforts to return.
One result of this searching persecution was, that in Florence,
which had been previously divided into two great parties, the
third order of citizens already mentioned became moulded and
augmented in several ways. First, those great families which
submitted to Cosimo necessarily reduced their former magnifi-
cence and sank down somewhat nearer to the more social level
of popular equality; and without throwing off that inexpres-
sible delicacy of tastes and manners inherent to gentle blood,
and thus losing themselves in the common crowd, they main-
tained a neutral position somewhere between their former station
and present necessities. Secondly, Cosimo ennobled many popu-
lar families ; that is, he advanced them from the Minor to the

¢ Cavalcanti, Lib. x., cap. xvi. and xx. —Nerli,Comment., Lib. iii.—Pignotti,
—Boninsegni, Memorie della Citta di Stor. Tos., Lib. iv., cap. x., p. 54.
Firenze, Libro ii°, p. 56.— Macchiavelli, + Boninsegui, Lib. ii., p. 61.

Lib. v.—Nardi, Istor, Fior., Lib. i°.
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Major Arts, which amongst other advantages rendered them
eligible to more of the superior offices of state than before.
These citizens without shouldering the nobles and great Popo-
lani still rose above their former station and increased the
numbers of this detached class of society. Thirdly, many other
great families although not forced to retire yet having in this
revolution lost political power and influence and being neces-
sarily excluded from public employment, soon found themselves
deserted by old adherents; wherefore they also dwindled to
comparative insignificance and augmented this new order of
citizens. Thus but few families remained who were not Cosimo’s
friends and creatures and many of these with diminished great-
ness, but all subservient.

The mainspring of sedition was also slackened by weakening
the great Popolani, diminishing their means of oppression, and
even their power of resistance to the people, of whom Cosimo
was the declared champion. The management of the former
was thus facilitated ; that of the latter became comparatively
easy because they were not generally ambitious to govern but
did look for quiet and protection ; and both these they had in
the beginning from Cosimo *.

8o far, if we consider these results alone in comparison with
foregone times and independent of the severity that produced
them, Cosimo’s advent to power was eminently beneficial, for
nothing could be worse than the former state of distraction in
Florence; but to accomplish it the. people were decimated.
¢ Better,” exclaimed the inexorable Cosimo to a friend who
expostulated with him on the exile of so many citizens and
noble families, by which said the latter “this city will be deso-
¢ lated,” ‘‘Better have a desolated than a lost city, and as to
“¢ the diminution of citizens,” he contemptuously added * there
* need be no alarm, for with seven or eight yards of scarlet we
“ can daily make enough of them.” Alluding to the scarlet

* Ammirsto, Lib. xxi., p. 1.—(tiannotti, Lib. i., cap, v., p, 53.
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cloaks worn in those days by Florentine citizens*. Cosimo
doubtless felt that a new system required new men, and men
who depended on his favour alone for their advancement ; hence
a number of Florentine families rose with the Medici from the
inferior trades to subsequent distinction, and even at that mo-
ment showed a strong front against the noble Popolani, who
were treated with such rigour that the ascendant faction feared
a general union amongst them in opposition to Cosimo.

To subdue them more effectually and at the same time con-
ciliate the ancient nobles their hereditary enemies, he restored,
as Albizzi had before proposed, almost all the latter to popular
rights, and amongst them the historian Cavalcanti. The few who
were excluded from this benefit remained in & more helpless con-
dition than before, for they were rendered ineligible to any office
in the commonwealth ; and even the more fortunate of those
restored could not aspire to the Seignory for ten years. Thus by
a present benefit and the prospect of complete emancipation the
support of a powerful body was secured for ten years without im-
mediately clothing them in much or dangerous authority {.

This brief review it is hoped will help us to enter with more
facility on the second great epoch of Florentine history, the
Medician ascendancy; for though the republic lasted nearly
a century in form and name and outward feature, and with its
institutions apparently untouched, its story becomes almost that
of the Medici; and subsequently identified with it until the
extinction of that dynasty.

Cosimo became gonfalonier of justice for January and Feb-
ruary 1485, and his triumph as already said, was followed by
more than the usual number of exiles, admonitions, and persecu-
tions ; not from politics alone but from rapacity, cupidity, and
all the evil passions springing out of clanship and private in-
® Ammirato, Stor. Fiorent, Lib. xxi., —Ammirato,8tor. Fior., Lib. xxi., vol.
vol. iii., p. 4. —Bruto,Storia Fior., Lib. iii°, p. 4 —Cavalcanti, Lib. x., cap. xx.

iy E} 42, 43. —Rinaldo as we have seen would have
t Norli, Commentarj, Lib. iii., p. 45. thus acted for the same purpoee.
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fluence linked with power ambition and revenge. Some blood
too flowed, for during the gonfaloniership of Neri Capponi, in
1436, Antonio di Bernardo Guadagni and four other citizens
were decapitated. Amongst the latter were Zenobi Belfradelli,
Michele and Cosimo Barbadoro and Antonio Pierozzi, the three
first quitting their place of exile had gone to Venice and having
been found. plotting with Pierozzi were to the disgrace of that
state delivered up to punishment at the demand of Florence
and unmercifully though not illegally executed *. Others were
condemned to death but saved by Cosimo who declared that he
would not have his gonfaloniership stained with blood; but
many of the possessions belonging to the opposite faction were
sold at a low price to his partisans and this gave fresh zest to
persecution }.

On the other hand the Alberti and all others banished by the
Albizzi were recalled ; the name of every suspected person was
removed from the purses and replaced by that of a partisan ;
all judges of life and death were exclusively chosen from the
chiefs of the ascendancy, and a decree passed against any exile's
return after his term was expired unless thirty-four out of
thirty-seven votes were favourable in a government of the most
deadly enemies! All correspondence with exiles was for-
bidden ; every sign, every custom, every word, that displeased
the ruling faction was severely punished ; and where no cause
existed for persecution the parties were ruined by contribu-
tions levied expressly for that purpose; so that ere long the
whole of their antagonists were either beheaded exiled or ruined
by Cosimo's party, besides those that died in banishment. And to
hold all suspected persons in terror, power over life and property
was given to the Otto della Guardia who were authorised to
punish not only overt acts of sedition but any intemperate ex-
pressions displeasing to Cosimo and his supporters.

For external security alliances were formed with Rornse,

* Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 7, vol. ifi. ¢ Cawleanti, Lib, x., cap. xx., p. 619.
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Milan, and Venice; peace having been signed and a league
made in August 1435, between those powers, under an engage-
ment that if any one of them waged war on another all three
powers were immediately to attack the aggressor ; all other con-
ditions remaining as before this outbreak.

Thus were the lives and happiness of whole nations sacrificed !
‘War was not felt by sovereigns or by soldiers; the poor alone
suffered : two armies mancuvred, encountered, struggled a
while as if for exercise in almost pre-concerted movements ; and
then one dispersed : prisoners were taken, examined, and ran-
somed, and the adjacent country plundered; the dwellings
burned, the harvests ruined, and the people murdered! And
thus ended war, without gain or glory! And then came peace
with general impoverishment and no security!

Two rival schools of arms occupied Italy at this period: the
* Braccesca,” or those who had learned war under Braccio da
Montoni, and the ¢ Sforzesca " or the pupils of his rival the
first Sforza. At the head of the latter was his son the cele-
brated Francis Sforza afterwards Duke of Milan; and Niceolo
Piccinini and Fortebraccio, a nephew of the elder Braccio, were
chiefs of the former*. To one or other of these sehools all the
various bands of condottieri attached themselves but that of
Sforza from his expected marriage with Bianca Visconti was in
most favour, yet Sforza became the General of Florence while
Piccinino remained faithful to Milan! About the beginning of
1485, and during the gonfaloniership of Cosimo de’ Medici
Giovanna II. Queen of Naples died and left her kingdom to
Regnier Duke of Anjou, but Alphonso or Alonso King of Ara-
gon then in Sicily and invited by the barons, attempted to get
possession of the throne. " The lords of Anjou's party demanded
Visconte's assistance and under his auspices a Genoese squadron
defeated and captured Alphonso, his son, and nine galleys in
July off the island of Ponza after a battle that lasted from sun-

* Ammirsto, Lib. xxi., p. 12
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rise to sunset, the captives were sent by Philip’s desire to Milan
and Alphonso soon convinced him that his true policy was to
keep the French out of Italy instead of assisting a prince of
that nation to establish himself there. Philip became his
friend and gave him his liberty without ransom, at which the
Genoese, who hated Alphonso, were so indignant that they
revolted from Milan, and under Francesco Spinola succeeded
in regaining their independence : an offer of their alliance was
made to Florence who accepted it, and by so doing
irritated Visconte and induced him to listen to some ,
propositions of Rinaldo degli Albizzi*. His anger was further
inflamed at seeing Genoa admitted in May 1436 as a member
of the confederacy by both Venetians and Florentines and sup-
plies of men furnished her in consequence : this breach of the
league was justified in the opinion of those states by Philip's
attack on Alphonso, because according to its conditions he was
not to interfere in Neapolitan politics t.

But wheresoever lay the right, war seemed inevitable espe-
cially as Rinaldo was at Visconte's elbow exasperating him
against Florence, where as he asserted, a strong party of mal-
contentd were ready to support him : Philip had already sent
Piccinino against Genoa with subsequent instructions to harass
Florence as if on his own account in order to encourage the
malcontents, and this republic opposed Cristofano da Lavello
the Milanese commander, first by Taliano and afterwards, when
Piccinino entered Lucca in the beginning of October, by Sforza
himself. The latter’s head-quarters were about Pontedera;
Piccinino demanded a passage for his troops towards Naples
where Luigi del Vermo had already gone, which being refused he
haughtily threatened to force his way; whereupon Sforza ad-
vanced and being nearly matched they remained watching each

A.D. 1436.

® Costanzo, Ist. di Napoli, Lib. xv. Comm. Rer. Ital. Scrip., tom. xviii.,
and xvi., vols, ii® and iii°>.—Muratori, p. 1184.—Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 3.
Annali, Anno 1435.—Neri Capponi, * Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 6.
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other until the twenty-second of December when Niccolo
began hostilities by scouring the country, taking Santa Maria
di Castello, and finally investing Barga. Florence who at the
pope’s request had hitherto avoided breaking the peace, now
sent troops to defend that place and repulsed the Milanese
with some dishonour to their general under the walls of Barga
in February 1487 *. This victory at which Neri
Capponi commanded the Florentines under Sforza,
forced Piccinino to retreat and saved the mountain of Pistoia
from devastation.

In April with nine thousand men and a hundred war-cars
and bombards he invested Santa Maria in Castello and planting
one of these engines (which cast a stone of 530 Ib. troy) against
it he in four shots brought down a strong tower from its base
and the place surrendered. Piccinino hearing of these things and
seeing his troops wasted, retired to Lombardy where he was
more wanted against the Venetians+. After this Sforza and
Neri Capponi made rapid progress : Camaiore, Massa, Viareggio,
Carrara, Moneta, Lavenza, and Sarzana successively fell : the
siege of Monte Carlo was begun and the place soon reduced ; all
the Lucchese contado was wasted ; the citizens of Lucca wanted
provisions but were stout in defence of liberty ; and neither the
destruction of their corn, the cutting down of vines olives and
other fruit trees, the plunder of cattle, nor the conflagration of
villas and hamlets could induce them to think for & moment of
yielding. Meanwhile Venice had teken up the war in Lom-
bardy, but disgusting her captain the Marquis of Mantua he
resigried, and strong applications were made for Sforza: this
was an awkward demand ; for trusting to the Venetians finding
work for Visconte beyond the Po the Florentines had resolved
to renew their designs on Lucca whose reception of Piocinino
gave them a fair pretext; but the real reason of this design
was Cosimo’s ambition to illustrate his government with some-
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thing as brilliant and beneficial to Florence as the conquest of
Pisa under that of the Albizzi*,

Sforza who had long aspired to something above a mere con- ’
dottiere became intimate with Cosimo by whose support and
the favour of his promised bride he hoped to share seme of the
Duke of Milan’s territory if not his whole dukedom as the
latter had no legitimate issue : knowing however that fear alone
brought forth the promise and that fear alone would secure its
performance, he "determined by an apparent union with Vis-
conte’s enemies, but not drawn too closely, to keep himself in a
formidable position with respect to Philip, yet free enough to
change when his own interest required it. For this reason he
had stipulated with Florence not to cross the Po, and she was
more unwilling to part with him at the moment of her projected
conquest because there was reason to believe that Venice was
against it: nevertheless the Florentines, fearful of driving
her to a reconciliation with Visconte who would then assist
Lucca, determined to comply when Sforza had reduced all the
Lucchese strongholds; but to gain his own consent was also
necessary, and this he was urged to give in a private letter to the
Seignory, by which Venice would be quieted and Sforza himself
not bound to more than he wished, as a private promise could
never annul a public treaty. His conquests therefore continued
uninterrupted until the whole Lucchese territory was subdued
and Lucca itself so closely blockaded that all supplies were
stopped : in October he met the Venetian deputies at Reggio,
refused to make war beyond the Po and returned to Tuscany:
here however he became equally restive and refused to stir
against Lucca unless Florence procured his arrears of pay due
from Venice : Cosimo from his extreme popularity in that capital
was chosen as ambassador on this service and he went the more
willingly from his anxiety to conquer Lucca .

¢ Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 9.—Ibid, pp. 8, 10, 11.
*+ Ammirato, Lib. xxi., pp. 9, 10.
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But though honoured as an exile he failed as an envoy be-
cause Venice had already dismissed Sforza for refusing
to pass the Po and denied him his salary: the Floren-
tines however would have paid this as well as their own share,
but he also wanted the support of Venice and she refused both :
Sforza then threatened to join Philip whose offers were large,
and again was Cosimo employed, but with as little success, so
he repaired to Ferrara and entreated the pontiff’s interference.
Giuliano Davanzani succeeded him, but Venice was still inexo-
rable and Sforza joined Visconte in March 1488. In the follow-
ing April he was the mediator of a peace between Florence,
Milan, and Lucca by which the latter was left free with a circuit
of six miles and Florence kept her conquests. The duke was
moreover bound not to meddle with the affairs of Tuscany or
Romagna by his agreement with Sforza, who feared for his own
dominions in the latter neighbourhood; but by a stratagem of
Piccinino and an affected quarrel with Philip the pope was de-
ceived, and Visconte's troops overran all that country his object
being to insulate the Venetians and recover Brescia and Ber-
gamo*. Florence and Sforza, whom Philip had been deceiving
throughout, were astounded at this sudden outbreak, and in
1439 their connexions with Venice were renewed and prepara-
tions made for a fresh war against the Duke of Milan+4. This
went on languidly until Neri Capponi persuaded Sforza
to cross the Po in June when a brisk trial of skill took
place between him and Piccinino: Sforza was baffled in his
attempts to relieve Brescia but gave his adversary a complete
discomfiture at Tenna on the Lago di Gardo in November. Pic-
cinino escaped in a sack carried on the back of a strong soldier
and then with wonderful activity rallying a few troops, fell
suddenly on Verona and captured the town: three citadels
remained and Sforza promised to recover it if only one held

A.D. 1438.

A.D. 1439.

* Poggio, Lib. vii., pp. 208, 9, 10.—Neri Capponi, p. 1187.—Ammirate, Lib.
xxi., p. 13. + Ammirato, Lib. xzi., pp. 13, 14.
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out: he performed this promise, and the allies retired to winter
quarters *,

Cosimo again became gonfalonier of justice for the two first
months of 1439, and his official dignity was made illustrious by
the removal of the pope and council of Ferrara to Florence : Eu-
genius had taken up his residence at Bologna in 1436 and could
no longer bear the insolent encroachments of the council of
Basle which in 1487 had not only summoned him to appear
before it as a culprit but in November 1439 created Amadeus
Duke of Savoy, (who had abdicated the throne and turned monk)
a pope under the name of Felix V. Previous to this however,
having been driven by the plague from Ferrara, and Bologna
being in Piccinino's hands he removed to Florence accom-
panied by the Greek Emperor John Palwologus and the Patri-
arch, with a large suite of ecclesiastics, for the purpose of healing
the schism between the eastern and western churches: the
Arminians were at the same time reconciled and many car-
dinals created from all nations to correct the baneful influence
of an anti-popet.

In 1440 Philip resolved to defend Lombardy by carrying war
beyond the Apennines into Tuscany and La Marca; to this he
was urged not only by Piccinino but by Rinaldo degli
Albizzi's strong representations of the internal state of
Florence which he assured him was ready toreceive the exiles with
open arms if strongly supported . Besides this, the Patriarch
of Alexandria, Giovanni Vitelleschi who governed the pope, &
cruel unscrupulous man notorious for his ambition, love of war
and licentiousness ; commanded his army with absolute power
throughout the ecclesiastical states. This man commenced an
intrigue with Visconti apparently through hatred of Sforza
who had defeated him in La Marca; and because both Vene-

AD. 1440.

* Poggio, Lib, vii, p. 225.==Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 18, &c*.
4+ Muratori, Annali.—Ammirato, Lib. xxi., pp. 16, 21.
% Cavalcanti, Lib, xiii., cap. ii.
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tians and Florentines had incurred his anger; the latter by
her conduct towards Albizzi, and the other exiles whose safety
he had guaranteed; but he had also cheated both Venice and
Florence and hated them for complaining to Eugenius who
showed him their letter which Vitelleschi was not the man to
leave long unanswered. He therefore offered to join Piocinino
- with all his forces, and as Poggio asserts and others believed,
even intended to murder Eugenius himself and seize on the
keys of Heaven *.

These things determined Philip; and Piccinino accordingly
crossed the Po in February with six thousand horse to form a
junction with Manfredi of Faenza and then proceed into Tus-
cany. Neri Capponi and Davanzati heard of this movement at
Ferrara on their way to Venice and gave instant notice of it to
government : the Seignory referred them to Sforza whose pre-
sence was anxiously desired ; but still their instructions were
not to urge him against his own judgment as Florence could
manage withoutt. The two ambassadors joined the Venetians
in pressing him against his own inclinations to remain, as Gat-
tamelata his lieutenant had lately become paralytic and there
was nobody to succeed him. Sforza in fact knew and suspected
Vitelleschi and therefore trembled for the fate of La Marca and
his other possessions; and the conjuncture became still more
dangerous by the defection of the Malatesti who joined Piccinino
after receiving the pay of Florence for a thousand men-at-arms;
moreover, the Marquis of Este's son joined Philip Visconte
with all his followers although already paid by Florence, scorn-
fully telling her officers that they might deduct the amount
from his father's shares in their national funds. To make up
for all this, intercepted letters in cipher were brought, or said
to have been brought from Montepulciano which revealed
though indistinctly all Vitelleschi's treachery, and Luca Pitti

® Muratori, Annali.—Poggio, Lib. vii., pp. 228-9,
1+ Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 22.
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was instantly despatched to Rome with orders from Eugenius
to Antonio Redo captain of Saint Angelo to take him alive or
dead. This was no easy task, but it was effected by stratagem
and the cardinal received a deep wound during the scuffle:
while the surgeon was in the act of probing it Luca Pitti as
Ammirato tells us, struck the instrument into his brain and
he expired on the spot! Others say he was poisoned, and others
again that his life was taken differently; but he was promptly
removed in some mannmer, to the great relief of his holiness
and of Florence *.

The pope’s physician who was patriarch of Aquilea then took
charge of the army which instantly marched to the defence of
Tuscany with six thousand men of all arms and this event de-
cided Sforza, so, with some remaining anxiety for La Marca, he
detached a thousand men-at-arms under Neri Capponi to reén-
force the Florentines. Meanwhile Niccolo Piccinino after a
repulse in the mountain pass of San Benedetto as he attempted
to enter Tuscany by the Montone, tried the equally strong one
of Marradi which might have been as easily defended; but
Bartolommeo Orlandini who commanded there with absolute
power a8 Florentine commissary fled shamefully before him and
left all the Mugello and even Florence itself open to his arms+.
Excursions were immediately made as far as Fiesole and over
those hills to Ponte-a-Sieve and Remoli; and some soldiers
even crossed the Arno, so that cattle and peasantry were driven
in to Florence for shelter.

While the country was thus exposed all within Florence was
quiet, the lower classes were attached to Cosimo and the inte-
rests of the great were identified with him, so that the malcon-
tents did not raise a finger although Rinaldo and almost all the

* Nandi, Stor. Fior., Lib. i°, p. 11.— + Neri Capponi, p. 1193.—Amminto,
Cavalcanti, Lib. xiv., cap. iii.—Mura- Lib. xxi., pp. 23, 4, 5.—Poygio, Lib.
tori, Annali.— Ammirato, Lib. xxi.,p. vii., p. 229.—Cavalcanti, Lib. xiii,,
23.—Poggio, Lib. vii., p. 228-9. cap. i, ii., iii., iv.— Macchiavelli, Lib. v.
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exiles were in Piccinino's army*. Nevertheless apprehensions
of every kind were rife in the city, and it was at first be-
lieved that the peasantry and rural town-population would
through rebel influence deliver the strong places into his
hands, because throughout those classes any appearance of
civic commotion spread great joy and they considered them-
selves the more fortunate in proportion as greater discord
reigned in the capital. Their popular saying was, that « War
amongst the wolves gave quiet to the lambs"4. Such was
the gentle rule of that republican government over its rural
subjects ! Again, a rising of the internal malcontents if Picci-
nino were to attack the town would have proved a serious and
almost irreparable disaster and hence, though terror reigned in
their hearts, the government assumed a firm aspect and did
not even show the force they really had in the city lest the
people should discover their alarm and the disaffected gather
courage to revolt. Arms were denied with equal firmness to
the people lest the sword, if once drawn, might not so easily
return to the scabbard : those conscious of undue severity were
now most cowardly while the lesser tyrants acted with prudent
boldness.

Micheletto was recalled from La Marca; Pietro Gian-Paulo
Orsini posted at the gate of San Gallo; Niccolo Gambacorta
da Pisa who had repulsed Piccinino at San Benedetto, and
Pietro Torello occupied Borgo San Sepolcro, and every other
measure of present safety was adopted by them. Cosimo de’
Medici prepared for the worst and expected a second exile.
« It is better for the republic,” said he, ‘‘ that I should go,
than subject the citizens to such peri.” And so strong was
this resolve, that Neri Capponi, according to Cavalcanti, (though
the former does mot himself mention it) hastened before day-
light to the gate of San Gallo which being shut, he called out

* Ammirato, Lib. xiii., p. 24.
*+ “ La guerra de’ lupi genera pac: intra gli agnelli.”
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to the warder to tell Orsini from him that he must be careful of
his own honour * and the people’s safety for Niccolo and all his
men were near the gates; but above all things he was to have a
hundred horse ready for Cosimo’s security alone. And this
alarm, says Cavalcanti, arose from Cosimo’s consciousness of
the wicked deeds that had been done by others in his name,
and which he was either constrained unreservedly to approve,
or gshut his eyes upon; for all his remonstrances were
met by the fact that these people had restored him to his
country and that he wes beholden to them, not they to him ;
and thus was he compelled to sanction in silence their wicked
doings. The alternative was plain to an honest man, but Co
simo did not choose to take it ; for ambition in him was stronger
than virtue, independence, or humanity. Audacity, fear, and
severity, divided public opinion and made confusion in their
councils: some wished to imprison all suspécted persons;
others to come to terms with the enemy; others again to re-
store the exiles and send Piccinino away in peace : there was
0o unanimity until Puccio Pucci, seeing the danger, rose and
i an animated speech restored spirit and confidence to the
government ; and Pietro Paulo Orsini was finally appointed to
the supreme military command t.

* Tired of this trifling warfare and seeing no prospect of sig-
nalising himself in the Mugello the Milanese general accepted
an invitation from Francesco di Battifolli Count of Poppi to
occupy the Casentino, and passed into that province with his
whole army. This branch of the Guidi family had almost
always been staunch adherents of Florence, and Francesco
himself was at the very time her commiseary for the Casen-
tino: he was an intimate friend of Rinaldo’s, and yet was said
to have betrothed his beautiful daughter Gualdrada to Cosimo’s
son Piero: after having consented to this marriage, Cosimo as

# Orsini was at this moment very un-  Cavalcanti, Storis, Lib. xiii., cap. vii.;
justly suspected by the citizens. Lib. xiv., cap. xxiv,
YOL. IOT. 8
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we are told, was persuaded by Neri Capponi and other citizens;
who dreaded such alliances with feudal lords and strangers;
to break the engagement, and so made & bitter enemy of Count
Francesco di Poppi *. However this may be his reasons were
private and his anger led to dishonour and to ruin.

Bibbiens and Romena were soon captured by Piccinino,
the latter with retaliative cruelty, and all the Casentino occu-
pied. San Niccolo on the Solano, a tributary of the Arno pear
Poppi, was closely besieged and every intercepted fugitive
thrown back into it from the * Briccole” or Catapults; but
under the gallant Morello it held out for one-and-thirty days
and only surrendered on the twenty-fifth of May when every.
means of defence were exhausted.

Morello had been a poor inhabitant of Poppi where his
mother was still living at the time of the siege: he had also been:
wild in youth, had disobeyed the law, and became a banished
man ; but attracted by the military pomp which he beheld in
all directions, like the first Sforza he quitted the mattock and
gave himself to arms. His reputation must have been good,
for the “ Ten of War” had intrusted him with the protection
of San Niccolo and a garrison of a hundred and twenty men,
and he performed his task most gallantly. At length the
Count of Poppi bethought him of an expedient. He sent the
aged mother of Morello bound in cords and chains as a culprit
close under the walls of San Niccolo and offered her life to him
with honours, and rewards, and restoration to his country, if
he would only surrender the castle. In this trying moment
the young man gaye a noble yet fearful answer: he felt that
no private interest should shake his allegiance to the country
or obstruct his duty as a soldier, and said; * Life is short even
“ to the young, to the old still shorter; but a good name is
* everlasting; wherefore I choose eternal fame rather than
« prolong the few remaining days of an aged mother. Go back

* Ammnirato,. Lib. xxi., pp. 24, 25.
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‘ and tell the Count that I would rather he continued to live
‘ an unjust and cruel man than I should be called a traitorous
‘ and a cowardly one "*.

-The defence of this post gave full time for preparation in
Florence, and Piccinino after wasting the summer without any
real advantage; after failing to acquire the Seignory of Perugia,
and to get possession of Cortona by treachery, and Citta di
Castello by force; was suddenly recalled into Lombardy where
Sforza’s success overcame all Visconti's opposition. The papal
army had now arrived under Lodovico Patriarch of Aquilea and
the whole allied force amounted to about nine thousand men
of all arms nominally commended by Piero Gian-Paulo Orsini,
who had orders not to molest Piccinino in his retreat. - The
latter was eager for battle to counterpoise a recent victory
gained by Sforza between Orci and Soncino on the fourteenth
of June, after having relieved Brescia and crossed the Mincio,
besides numerous other advantages over the Milanese general .

The Florentines had occupied Anghiari a town about four
miles distant from Borgo San Sepolcro on the opposite side of
the Tiber and on a low range of hills dividing the valleys of the
Sovara and that river. Piccinino was aware that but little dis-
cipline existed in the enemy’s army, and much disagreement
between the three commanders, Micheletto Attendolo, Orsini,
and the Patriarch of Aquilea: he also knew that it was their
custom to remain under arms until noontide while their forag-
ing parties were out, and then to disperse and amuse themselves
withont any attention to discipline: wherefore he settled to
advance in the afternoon accompanied by two thousand of the
inhabitants of San Sepolero who joined for the sake of pillage.

On the twenty-ninth of June as Micheletto was reconnoitre-
ing the country towards Borgo San Sepolcro he observed a light

* Neri Capponi, Comment., p. 1193. Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 234.--Sismondi
—Cavalcanti, Lib. xiv. cap. xv. vol. vi., chap. Ixix., p. 384.
+ Corio, Parte v., folio 339-340.—

82
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and distant dust which gradually increasing convinced him
that Piccinino was at hand ; immediately giving the alarm he
hastencd with his own division to occupy & bridge in front of
the position which he foresaw would be the principal point of
contention. This bridge crossed the torrent Gora* whose
banks were steep, and protected the whole front of the allies :
Micheletto’s promptitude gave time for arming and placing the
troops in order of battle: their position was on the right bank
of the torrent to the right and left of Micheletto who remained
as a centre. Orsini occupied the latter station with the Flo-
rentine army and commissaries Neri Capponi and Bernar-
detto de’ Medici. The Patriarch and his army formed the
right wing, and the infantry were posted along the steep banks
of the Gora to protect the flanks in case the enemy's cavalry
succeeded in crossing it beyond them. This disposition was
scarcely completed when Piccinino’s advanced guard charged
furiously on the bridge but were driven back with great gal-
lantry : more troops came up, charge after charge followed with
various success; sometimes the allies were borne completely
back and the battle raged in the plain ; at others the Milanese
were driven amongst ditches and inclosures on the other side
where they necessarily fought at a disadvantage, and could not
handle their cavalry in large bodies ; while on the Florentine
part all had been fairly levelled before the action, so that
when driven back they could quickly form in masses and
charge the unformed chivalry of Milan ; most of the counflict was
on the latter ground. The battle was obstinately contested
for four hours until towards sunset, when the Milanese fatigued
with the march and conflict, and overcome with heat, began to
flag : then suddenly a strong wind rose from the hills which
blowing clouds of dust in their faces obstructed both breath
and sight and they gave way: retreat soon became flight, the
® Sismondi says the Tiber, but this polcro ; and no other writer speaks

could not be; because that bridge is of the battle being on the Tiber ; but
only a mile from the Borgo San Se- under Anghiari.
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whole army dispersed, and Piccinino under great difficulties
escaped with a thousand horse to San Sepolcro.

The success of this battle, fought on the feast of St. Peter
and St. Paul, was attributed to those apostles, and Piccinino’s
defeat to his desecration of that holy day: according to Neri
Capponi twenty-two out of twenty-six chiefs of squadrons were
captured, with four hundred men-at-arms and fifteen hundred
and forty citizens of San Sepolcro, besides three thousand
horses. Macchiavelli startles us by asserting that only one
man was killed and he by a fall; and his great authority Ca-
valcanti, barely alludes to the action without giving any details ;
but others with more probability say that sixty were killed and
four hundred wounded, besides the loss of six hundred horses
on both sides; and moreover that many fell by artillery *.
This victory in consequence of the usual want of discipline was
not immediately followed up and Piccinino escaped : prisoners
were pillaged, ransomed, and released, by which that general
recovered some of his finest veterans, and in despite of all the
exertions of the Florentine commissaries, seconded by Orsini
alone, the army remained intent on securing its plunder and
no great hurt was done to Visconte but Tuscany was saved ;
for if this battle had been lost that state must have remained
at the mercy of Piccinino t.

Rinaldo degli Albizzi and the other exiles seeing their hopes
blasted dispersed into various countries; he retired to Ancona,
thence went in pilgrimage to Palestine and died suddenly at
Ancona after his return while assisting at the festivities of
his daughter’s wedding. The Florentines soon reduced all
Casentino to obedience, delivered over Borgo San Sepolcro to
the pope, besieged and took Poppi, and sent Count Francesco
with his whole family and as much property as they could carry

* Cagnols, Storia di Milano, p. 54.—  Lib.viii., p. 231,to p. 236.—Ammirato,
Gio. Cambi, p. 229.—Sismondi, vol. Lib. xxi., p. 20 to 28.—Neri Capponi,
“wi., p. 380.—Cavalcanti, Lib. xiv.,cap. p. 1195. )
xxxiii,—Macchiavelli, Lib. v.—Poggio, + Ammirsto, Lib. xti., p. 29.
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to wander the wide world over after having enjoyed that fief for
five hundred years *,

The victorious army then entered Romagna, where Malatesta
had returned to his ecclesiastical allegiance and alliance with
Florence, and took Dovadola, Bagnacavallo and Massa Lom-
barde. Philip began once more to talk of peace to which all
the other parties were inclined, and even put his daughter into
the bands of the Marquis of Ferrara as a pledge of his sincerity
to Sforzat. Nevertheless peace was yet distant, and the death
of Cosimo’s brother Lorenzo was the only event that signalised
the remainder of the year 1440,

Meanwhile Sforza mistrusting Philip's peaceable language
did not relax his warlike attitude, nor was Venice more
anxious for a peace while her general was adding con-
quest to conquest.  Piccinino’s arrival and rapid organisation
of a new army of ten thousand men stopped Sforza from pass-
ing the Adda; he therefore attacked the Marquis of Mantua
and took Peschiera, a fortress of great value to Venice as it
ruled the communications between Verona and Brescia. While
at Venice in February 1441, he was suddenly called away in
the midst of negotiations for peace by the defeat of a detachment
of his army at Chiari by Piccinino, who simultaneously spread
a report that Sforza being suspected by Venice would speedily
suffer the fate of Carmagnola; on this Sforza hastened to reassure
his army but his best officer Sarpellione had already gone over
with three hundred men to the enemy. As soon as the season
permitted he crossed the Oglio and besieged Martinengo a
fortress that cut off all communications between Brescia and
Bergamo ; here Piccinino out-generalled him; for throwing a
thousand men into the beleaguered town he took up e position
about a mile distant which completely blocked up Sforza's line of
retreat and was far too strong to be forced. Sforza was thus

A.D. 1441,

* Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 831.—Poggio,  Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 238.—~Ammi-
Lib. vii., p. 287. rato, Lib. xxi., p. 32.



cuar. 1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 263

caught in a trap and shut up with thirty thousand souls in
his camp; his troops being principally heavy-armed cavalry
could do little against Piccinino’s strong intrenchments; pro-
visions began to fail; the foragers were forced to spread to an
immense distance and generally fought for or lost their provi-
sions; every hour of every night new alarms occurred; the sol-
diers were half-starved and exhausted in mind and body; even
Sforza himself was sinking into despondency and prepared to
force his way out at all risks, when in the middle of the niglit
Antonio Guidabona di Tortona a friend of his own and con-
fidant of Philip's was unexpectadly announced as the har-
binger of safety * |
- Piccinino on seeing that his prey was secure had written to
Philip and reminded him' that after long and faithful service
and severe wounds he had not in his old age, cut and crippled
as he was, even a single castle as a recompense or place of
, repose: but that now as he had brought the war to a crisis the
enemy's captain and army being in"his hands and that Philip
might make himself king of Italy; he asked for the lordship
of Piacenza and other places, and if not deemed worthy
of this, demanded his dismission. A request, made at such
a moment and in such a manner exasperated Visconte, who
was already excited by the insolent claims of his other captains :
Lonis de San Severino asking for Novara; Louis del Verme
for Tortona; Taliano Furlano, for Bosco and Figaruolo in the
territory of AlexAndria, and all the rest.expecting similar
rewards. Wherefore sooner than submit to such exactions
Visconte preferred the advancing and honouring of Sforza
and making peace with his allies, the Venetian and Floren
tine repubhesf
* Cagnola, Sforia Milaness, Lib. iii°, 57.—Macchisvelli, Lib. vu—-Amml
P 56.—Poggio, Lib. viii., P 2412 rato, Lib. xxi., p. 35.—Pogglo, Lib.
Amnirato, Lib, xxi., Pll'w viii., p. 241-2,—8ismondi, vol. vi., p.
folio 342,

% Corio, Stor. lﬂm., 892,
—Cagnols, Stor. Milan,, Lib, iii°, p.
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After relating these facts Antonio Guidabona at once offered
Sforza on Philip's part, his daughter Bianca in marriage; the
delivery into his hands as pledges of sincerity several places
which had been taken by Piccinino beginning with Martinengo ;
and constituting Sforza himself arbiter of the peace which was
now proffered. This was a joyful change for that general who
unhesitatingly accepted the conditions and in the morning an-
nounced to the Venetian Procuratore Malipiero at his levee that
& truce was made, and convinced him of the imprudence of wait-
ing for the senate's approbation to conclude the treaty. The
result was that Sforza received the beautiful and accomplished
Bianca Visconte in marriage with Cremona and Pontremoli as
her portion ; and in November 1441 dictated a peace as um-
pire in the town of Capriana where the ambassadors of the
belligerent states had assembled. The Duke of Milan, Venioce,
Florence,and Genoa, ; the Pope and the Marquis of Mantua were
all reéstablished in their former rights and boundaries as they
existed before the war, with some exceptions to the disadvan-
tage of the two latter who were the only parties discontented
with Sforza's decision. The pope was angry at not recovering
those places in Romagna which Visconte held, yet Sforza was
at one moment going to cede Bologna, but Philip would not
consent because as was believed, he wanted it as point of dis-
pute thereafter. Thus another period of blood and desolation
terminated, and the peasant's son mounted a step nearer to the
throne of Milan *.

Cosimo was now complete lord of Florence ; she had been in
the market and he purchased her ; but those who had no benefit
from the sale and saw their liberty torn from them brooded in
silence over their fate though they feared to give & tongue to
their reflections; they were indignant at seeing the whole
power of the commonweelth wielded by one alone, although
without ostentation and under the formsg of liberty; from one

* Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 242.—8ismondj, vol, vi,, p. 394-5.
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alone, says Bruto, proceeded laws, judgments, magistrates ; &
single man regulated the public rights, the scrutinies, the mu-
nicipal affairs, war, peace, and everything: he overawed the
patriotic with the terror of his punishments and gained the bad
by his rewards ; and all this lest a free voice should be heard
amongst a free people to demand the reéstablishment of ancient
privileges. But in the midst of all, what moved them most to
anger was the calm and specious show of moderation and mo-
desty which belied those virtues, in order to hide enormous
power and blind the intellects of deluded citizens.

Thus Cosimo remained lord of the city, and beyond it no
name was heard but his ; yet to temper this dominion, he not
only overlooked all the wickedness of his adherents and became
a sure rewarder of their services but affected no unusual state
that could tell of bygone liberty and offend his countrymen : no
guards, no mace-bearers, no pages, no attendants, no following
in the public places; no courtiers were seen to frequent his
palace or await his movements: Cosimo went forth a private
citizen, alone, unattended, confident ; but he had first cleared
his way by the sweeping besom of destruction *. His fault was
in the determination to enslave his country ; after this he had
no other course. But not content with thus influencing the
republic, he was jealous of any other man's popularity; and
especially that of Neri di Gino Capponi, a citizen of marked
reputation, high actions, great popularity, and more intellectual
power than Cosimo himself }.

They were the two greatest of Florentine citizens, but Cap-
poni was somewhat honest, and not rich ; yet in addition to his
father's roputation his own force of character had preserved a
distinguished place for him under both the Albizzi and the
Medici: he was not bound to the one ; he paid no court to the
other, ‘but became in a manner formidable and necessary to
both. He had mixed much in war, had often led the armies to

* Brato, Lib, i°, pp. 81,83,  + Cavalcanti, Seconds Storia, cap. xvi.
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victory, and possessed the confidence and affection of the soldiery.
Individually, he was probably beyond even Cosimo's reach but
not his fear or enmity, and the sword of faction fell upon his
friends. Amongst these, strange as it may appear considering
his ruthless character, was Baldaccio d’Anghiari constable or
commander of the Florentine infantry, a celebrated and faith-
ful soldier of the republic and one of great powers of mind and
body. The union of such men was much too dangerous for
the ascendant faction to tolerate, because if Neri were inclined
to oppose Cosimo and be drawn for gonfalonier of justice, with
Baldaccio's assistance he would have been able to effect its
downfall. This question was secretly discussed and Baldaccio’s
death resolved upon: whether Cosimo were cognisant of the
fact or not is unproved ; Cavalcanti says no; but so strong a
measure of injustice committed against so distinguished and
powerful an officer, whether approved of or not by Cosimo
could hardly have been decreed without his knowledge.

The cowardly Bartolommeo Orlandini was at this time gon-
falonier of justice and had never forgiven Baldaccio for both
-writing and speaking his mind on the disgraceful flight of the
former at Marradi when he left that pass open and his country
exposed to the mercy of Piccinino; wherefore his private ven-
geance was made a political weapon with the whole power of
government to wield it. Orlandino wrote to his brother in the
mountain of Pistoia to send him a gang of ruffians who would
have no compunction in shedding blood ; they were promptly
sent, and he concealed them in his chamber.

Baldaccio had come to Florence about private business and
was instantly requested to attend at the palace but baving
-heard various accusations spread about the town to his disad-
ventage he became suspicious ; it was said that he had plun-
dered the town of Sughereto, which belonged to Piombino, and
laid the blame on the Seignory ; that in so doing he had injured
the lady of Piombino who had complained to the Florentines;
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and that he had engaged to serve the pope in La Marca ageinst
Sforza whom Cosimo supported through everything: these
and other stories were rife before and after his murder ; but
the obvious reason of it seems to have been political expediency
and private vengeance. Whatever were his sins Baldaccio be-
came suspicious, and applied to Cosimo himself for advice on
the prudence of answering the requisition of the Seignory.
< Cosimo,” says Cavalcanti, ““as one who was unaware of the in-
sidious snare ; said that obedience was ever praiseworthy, due to
the dignity of the republic, and coneidered as the greatest
virtue of citizens.” This decided Baldaccio's fate : he repaired
to the palace and was there received by Orlandini who took
his hand and led him towards his own chamber whence sud-
‘denly sprang forth the murderers and soon despatched him : his
body was thrown from the window into the captain of the
people’s court where the head was chopped off by order of the
Seignory: the dead man was then declared a rebel and his
moveable property seized by government, but afterwards re-
stored at the supplications and tears of his wife Annelena who
begged for it with an infant in her arms: the child soon died,
she retired broken-hearted from the world, and finally turned
Baldaccio’s residence into the convent that still bears her name.

His body remained exposed for several hours, and people
wondered, and some were indignant ; but the murder made more
noise in the rest of Italy than in Florence where a sentence of
rebellion was promulgated which though an unusual and scan-
dalous proceeding against the dead, was attended by little
explanation and fewer inquiries ; for this people, who fancied
they had liberty and were so jealous of the phantom, believed
a8 & matter of course that Baldaocio must have committed
some secret crime, and were content thus to place life and
property at the mercy of their rulers. This struck a hard
blow on the party of Neri Oapponi and humbled all his ad-
herents as much as it exalted the Cosimeschi; for excepting
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the unlikely engagement to serve against Sforza all the other
reasons for his death become frivolous when the military license
of that period is considered : they might haply have occasioned
a public process if expedient for faction but not a secret death ;
and to private vengeance and party hatred alone can Baldaccio's
murder be reasonably attributed *.

Dissatisfied as Eugenius was at losing Bologna which was

not to be restored for two years, he became more so
" on learning that by secret articles between Sforza
and Piccinino the latter was permitted to retain all the church
property he held in Romagna and to get possession of Perugia
and Siena if he could ; and Sforza was guaranteed & similar
freedom of action both as regarded the church and his own
Neapolitan possessions. The pontiff therefore threatened war
which Cosimo exerted himself to prevent, and effected a recon-
ciliation between him and Sforza which was however of brief
duration, for Regnier Duke of Anjou brother of Louis III. of
Naples being libereted from the Burgundian prisons repaired
to that city where his wife Isabella had hitherto not only main-
tained some ground ageinst Alphonso, but gained the hearts of
all by her wise and benevolent rule; yet after great struggles
he lost the whole country except Naples itself which was still
defended against all the efforts of his rival, his only hope being
in Sforza whose estates had been sequestered +.

Alphonso exerted his influence with Philip to prevent this,
and Visconte finding that no persuasion could detach Sforza
from Florence and Venice, became angry and gave Eugenius
to understand that the moment was come for recovering La
Marca; at the same time offering the services of Piccinino dur-
ing the whole war. The pope, who was as restless and quarrel-
some as Visconte himself, immediately broke with Sforza not-

A.D. 1442

* Orlando Malavolti, Lib, ii°, Parteiii*, —Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 7.—Pignotti,
fol. 30.—Cavalcanti, Seconda Swrh, Lib. iv., cap. x., p. 8

cap. xvi.—Macchiavelli, Lib.vi—Giov. * Giannone, Storia Civile di Napoli,
Cambi, p. 234.—Boninsegni, Lib. ii., Lib. xxv., cap. vii.

P. 75.—Ammirato, Lib. xxi., p. 87,
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withstanding Cosimo’s mediation and formed a close alliance
with Piccinino whom he made gonfalonier of the church and
the latter repairing to Perugia arranged the invasion of La Marca.
Florence resolved if possible not to infringe the peace, nor did
the occupation of Cittd di Castello and the expulsion of her
commissary alter this resolution ;- but learning that Piccining
had captured Todi and that Naples had been taken by treachery
she again exerted herself to restore tranquillity while Regnier
was personally soliciting her aid along with that of Eugenius to
recover his kingdom. . Both remained undecided, awaiting the
turn of events in La Marca where Piccinino had already added
Belforte, Sternano, and Montefortino to his conquests and where
Sforza from numerical inferiority was unable to keep the field.
The Florentines supplied their ally with money and his forces
augmented ; he marched to encounter Piccinino, but when tid-
ings of battle were hourly expected letters from Bernardino
de’ Medici informed the gonfalonier that he had reconciled the
contending chieftains.

Being now easy about La Marca Sforza directed his troops
towards Naples but was instantly compelled to recall them in
order to face Piccinino who had unscrupulously broken the
peace and taken Tolentino. This event destroyed Regnier’s
1ast bope and he returned to Provence; a second treaty was
soon after signed and again broken by Piccinino who took
Gualdo and stormed Assisi in the month of November with
great barbarity. This rejoiced the pontiff whose opposition
to the policy of Florence rendered his longer residence
there disagreeable, and he departed in January 1443
fully bent on the conquest of La Marca: he was soon
on good terms with Alphonso who wanted his natural son Fer-
dinand to be made legitimate and if possible acknowledged as his
successor *.

The combined armies were to act against La Marca where

A.D. 1443.

® Gisnnone, Lib, xxvi., cap. ii., Storia Civile di Napoli.
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Alphonso was to command in person, and this so alarmed Sforza
that he sent repeated applications for assistance to Venice and
Florence endeavouring to convince both that the next step after
his expulsion from La Marca would be the division of Italy into
three parts in concert with Visconte, and thus they would end
the contest. But both repyblics hesitated until a revolution
in Bologna decided them : Francesco Piccinino who commanded
there for his father Niccolo, became fearful of Anibale Benti-
voglio’s influence with the citizens and took an opportunity of
arresting him while hunting ; he was sent a prisoner into Lom-
bardy but escaped and appearing secretly in Bologna caused an
instantaneous revolt with the imprisonment of Piccinino and
the restoration of Bolognese independence.

Florence and Venice were immediately applied to for assist-
ance and after some hesitation reénforced the insurgents with
two thousand men: a Milanese force under Luigi del Verme
was repulsed by Simonetto the Florentine general, the citadel
was taken and razed to the ground, and in the month of July
Bologna was publicly received as an independent member of
the league*. Piccinino enraged at this disaster, but without
help, wreaked his vengeance on the enemy: he instantly
joined Alphonso at Norcia and with a combined army of
twenty-four thousand men ravaged the country and captured
Visso. Sforza with only eight thousand was unable to face such
numbers and therefore retired to Fano after reenforcing all his
garrisons : here he proposed to remain with his son-in-law Sigis-
mund Malatesta until winter dispersed his enemies, but eagerly
renewed his applications to Venice and Florence for assistance.
The latter alarmed at this fierce invasion under such a monarch
as Alphonso, sent ambassadors to learn whether Philip still
held to the league or if he considered the troops sent to assist
Bologna as a breach of it: they found Visconte lamenting that
he had pushed his son-in-law so hard and willing to reconfirm

* Cavalcanti, Seconda Storis, cap. xxxviii.
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his alliance ; this was publicly made known at Florence on the
eighteenth of October amidst great rejoicings, which were in-
creased by his having previously despatched an embassy to
Alphonso entreating for a cessation of hostilities.

The engagements of this king with Eugenius prevented any
attention to the request and Sforza between capture, disaffec-
tion, and revolt lost about fourteen walled towns with four of
his oldest commanders, and, as he imagined, his staunchest
friends, amongst them his own brother-in-law Troilo Orsini !
So loosely did honour, or friendship or the ties of kindred sit
on the hearts of Italian leaders in those melancholy times! Even
Miilatesta began to waver when Alphonso appeared in the vici-
nity of Fano with the avowed purpose of besieging it. But just
at this moment another embassy arrived from Milan; the Ve-
netian and Florentine succours were at hand ; Fano was strong
and well provided for a siege, and winter rapidly approaching :
Alphonso therefore gave up the project and moved to Naples
while Niccolo Piccinino hastened to cross the allies’ line of march
and prevent their junction with Sforza. The latter thus re-
lieved quitted Fano, followed the enemy, and ere he could en-
counter the allies overtook and defeated him in a pitched battle
on the fifth of November at Monteloro in the contado of Pesaro,
where he would have soon ended the war had not winter put &
stop to all further operations for that year*.

Amongst the traitors to Sforza were Piero Brunoro and
another, whom he resolved to punish, and did it in the true
character of the age: he sent letters to them by a messenger
whom he knew would be intercepted declaring that then was
the moment to execute their plans according to agreement t.
Alphonso in whose army they enjoyed a high command imme-
$ Zohanepetro Cagnola, Stor. Milan., + Cavaleanti, who never spares Sforza,
Lib. iv., p. 61, &c*.—Corio, Storia asserts that he did not pay his officers,
Milan., Parte v., folios 345, 347.~= but rather, when they became impor-~
Muratori, Annali, An. 1443.—Ammi- tunate, got rid of them by violent

rato, Lib. xxii., p. 39 to 44.—Poggio, deaths, and that Troilo Orsini and
Lib. viii., p. 243. Brunoro were really sent by him to
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diately arrested both, gave their followers up to be pillaged by
his own soldiers and sent the chiefs themselves off to a dungeon
in Valentia where they languished for ten years. But Piero
Brunoro had a steady friend in one of those who when the heart
is once engaged but seldom fail. He had taken away from the
Valteline a young girl named Bona who followed him through
all his wars in soldier’s attire and even fought by his side
wherever his duty called him. At the moment of his imprison-
ment she set out to visit all the princes both of France and
Italy to whom he had ever been known, and procured letters from
them in his behalf to Alphonso, who being of a generous and even
chivalrous nature was at last touched by her devoted affection
and granted Piero's liberty. But not satisfied with this, she
mansaged so well as to procure him & command in the Venetian
army with a salary of 20,000 ducats, for which services he mar-
ried her and she continued to combat by his side until he was
killed at the siege of Negropont in 1468 ; after which she fell
sick and died on her return to Italy, it was supposed from
affliction for his loss*,

The description of them by Porcelli an eye-witness in 1453
after Brunoro’s liberation, and when serving under Jacomo Pieci-
ninj, is, that Brunoro was then old, squinting, and paralysed on
one side ; and that Bona who accompanied him carried a bow in
her hand a quiver over her shoulder and a helmet on her head:
that she was little, old, yellow, and extremely thin, but sincere,
and faithful to her lover, and crossed the ocean several times
to see him and procure his liberty+.

The blow so surely aimed at Neri Capponi through Baldaecio
d’Anghiari, severe and effectual a8 it was, did not quiet
the alarms of Cosimo: some bolder spirits now began to
talk and much toofreely, of hisgovernment; discussions were even
do mischief in Alphonso’s camp on ® Cristofero da Costa, Elogi delle
purpose to ruin them. He calls Sforza Donne Illustri, apud Muratori An-
the “Morte e sepoltura d’ oyni ciascun  nali, Anno 1443.

somo.”—(Vide Secconda Storia, cap. + Sismoendi, vol. vii., p. 11, note, and
xix, p. 173.) Rer. Scrip. Ital, tomo xxv., p. 43,

A.D. 1444,



cmar. 1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 273

taking a reprehensive character and an immediate check became
necessary. Ten years had elapsed since the Cosmeschi usurped
the government ; the legal duration of the Balid had expired ;
their enemies were showing unwonted energy, and they them-
selves were unwilling to relinquish a power which was in fact dic- -
tatorial ; a power placed by the laws above all law ; a power that
in a really free country would truly represent the people’s sove-
reignty ; but composed, as it generally was in Florence of the
creatures and followers of an ascendant faction, became a
mockery, and & tyranny of the most revolting kind, a tyranny
of the many with all their variety of passion, enmity, and
vengeance : and with this constantly recurring despotism, the
Florentines wrapped in the folds of imaginative liberty still
dreamed that they were free !

The Seignory and colleges with about two hundred and fifty
citizens were invested with the supreme authority of a Balia
composed entirely of partisans : they remodelled magistracies,
gave the power of choosing the Seignory to a select few ; re-
moved Ser Filippo Pieruzzi from the office of Reformations,
sent him ten miles from Florence; substituted a creature of
their own; prolonged the exile of banished citizens; com-
mitted some to prison; transported others; deprived the
adverse Accoppiatori of all honours; rendered many incapa-
ble of office and imposed new taxes: thus with a strong
arm and a heavy blow they exalted themselves, cowed the
suspected, and humbled the pride of their enemies *.

As soon as Cosimo had thus cleared the way, by lopping
each plant or flower that crossed his path while trampling
on every obstacle to his ambitious progress, he and his
party turned their attention with greater security to external
affairs. Sforza was still hard pressed on every side; his
demands for money and succours were most urgent and Picci-

* Boninsegni, Mem. di Firenze, Lib. Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 44.—Mac-
il.y p. 79.—Cambi, Storia, p. 246.— chiavelli, Lib. vi.
VOL. III. T
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nino was again in the field when Philip in compassion ordered
a truce to be made and recalled him on pretence of more urgent
matters : the fiery old warrior well acquainted with Visconte’s
wiles was not deceived and at first refused to obey, but finally
" returned to Milan leaving his son Francesco in command of
the army. Sforza pushed to extremity by the closing round
of hostile forces, according to Cavalcanti treacherously broke
the truce, sought out Francesco, defeated and took him pri-
soner after a severe and at one time doubtful action at Monte
d’ Olmo which soon after capitulated. This bettered his for-
tune but hurt his reputation, and by the advice of Cosimo
and Visconte he seized the occasion to offer peace: Eugenius
whose affairs looked gloomy came to terms without difficulty ;
his legate and general were prisoners, Sforza was making
rapid progress, and his great hope the old Piccinino died at
the Villa di Corsico near Milan of a fever, (or some say poison)
brought on as was believed by chagrin for the loss of Bo-
logna and his son’s new disaster*.

The preliminaries of peace were therefore signed at Perugia
in October and the definitive treaty soon after by a commission
of three cardinals with Cosimo de’ Medici and Neri di Gino
Capponi. By this each party was to retain what they actually
possessed in La Marca with certain exceptions. The league
with Perugia and Venice was then renewed for ten years; and
thus terminated another period of wild war in Italy; but the
respite was brief, for a union of barbarity and uncontrolled
power makes sad havoc of mankind$. When a licentious
indulgence of our worst passions is confined to private men,
the evil is comparatively small and generally recoils upon
the doer; but when whole states or princes break away from
humanity and plunge the world in war, society is shaken
* Cavaleanti, Seconda Storia, cap. x1. Lib. iv., p. 64.—Ammirato, Lib. xxii.,
vol. ii., p. 223. p. 45.—Macchiavelli, Lib. vi.—Mure-

+ Corio, Stor. Milanese, Parte v4,folio tori, Annali.
350.—Gio. Pietro Caguola, Stor. Mil,
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to its base and universal misery soon or late will cry aloud for
vengeance. .

The new amity between Sforza and Philip was short, and an
accident presently embroiled them : Piccinino’s death
left Visconte without .a general and he fixed his
regards on Ciarpellione or Sarpellione, Sforza’s most valuable
officer, but one who had once before deserted him. A secret
negotiation commenced between them which coming to Sforza's
ears both angered and alarmed him for Ciarpellone was the
depository of his secrets, and he well knew Visconte's dan-
gerous character ; whereupon he first imprisoned this officer
and then henged him in the autumn of 1444 on the charge
of conspiring against the life of his general. Philip vowed
vengeance for the deed, but both Venice and Florence rejoiced
for they dreaded the friendship of two such kinsmen. Sigis-
mondo Malatesta lord of Rimini and Sforza's son-in-law, was
also indignant at Alexander Sforza's having been advanced to
the lordship of Pesaro instead of himself, and therefore stirred
up the pontiff with Alphonso and Philip, all willing agents,
against him. Visconte in particular eagerly seized this occa-
sion of settling his own dispute with Sforza and urged Euge-
nius to make Sigismondo his general with the prospect and
promise of recovering Bologna. Neither was Alphonso slow
to move, for the city of Teramo -and several barons had
revolted and given themselves to Sforza; and in Bologna too,
apparently the result of Visconte's promise, a tragedy was soon
after performed that made a becoming prelude to the war.

The families of Bentivoglio and Canetoli or Ghisilieri, the
first in. Bologna, were connected by marriage ; but the former
was most popular and bore unlimited sway : this was too much
for the latter's jealousy and Annibale de’ Bentivogli being in-
vited to hold Francesco Ghisilieri’s child at the baptismal font
was unscrupulously murdered by that family after the cerdmony.
The people rose in their wrath and massacred the Ghisilieri and

TR
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their followers guilty and innocent, man, woman, and child, all
that could be recognised, while Visconte who had excited the
commotion despatched Taliano Furlano to support the mur-
derers *. He came too late to follow up the conspiracy but in-
stantly made war on the territory; Venice and Florence poured
in their squadrons to protect the city ; Visconte's forces daily
augmented and the whole country swarmed with armed men,
yet little was this year effected beyond the security of Bologna
and the usual devastation of the land. Meanwhile Alphonso,
Eugenius, Malatesta of Cesina, Sigismondo of Rimini, Taliano
Furlano, besides other chiefs and their numerous armies all
closed round Sforza until he was driven for shelter into Pesaro,
and at the end of November notwithstanding Cosimo’s repeated
subsidies Jesi was the only town that remained to him of all his
possessions in La Marcat. In addition to these misfortanes
the papal malediction was twice launched forth against
him ; and when Bianca brought forth her first child
Eugenius exclaimed that a second Lucifer was come to perplex
mankind : so indignant was this pontiff against Sforza that to
make Florence smart for assisting him he commenced a nego-
tiation with Alphonso in hopes of directing his anger upon
her, which was not without its consequences in the succeeding
year. :

Unsatisfied with the ruin of Sforza in La Marca Philip
attempted to seize Cremona and Pontremoli; but Venico de-
fended the former and Florence the latter, and thus was war
in full flame over the greater part of Italy: Romagna, Lom-
bardy, Tuscany, La Marca, were all blazing with hostile arms
and the kingdom of Naples itself was far from tranquillity. The

A.D. 1446.

* Whoever wishes for the horrible de- to load our pages unnecessarily with
tails of this affair will find them in the crimes of other countries,
Cavalcanti : they are a melancholy + Cavaleanti, Seconds Storis, cap. xlvii.
example of the frenzy of faction; but ==Cagnola,Lib.iv.,p.65.—Corio, Parte
as Florence supplies a sufficiency of v.,folio 351.—Muratori, Annali, Anno
this ware we do not think it expedient 1445.—~Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 48.
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Venetians under Micheletto Attendolo achieved a signal victory
over Francesco Piccinino at Cassalmaggiore in the latter days
of September and this frightened Visconte into supplications
for peace which Venice proudly rejected, continuing her tri-
umphant course until a second victory in November opened the
whole territory of Milan to her arms, and devastation was car-
ried up to the very gates of the capital *.

After the former defeat Philip wrote to Alphonso, the pope,
and even to the king of France for assistance, and implored
Sforza in affecting terms not to abandon an old and sightless
father in his extremity: from the first prince, after concluding
a hasty truce with the latter, Philip had received the succour of
four thousand horse, a part of which immediately deserted to
the Venetians: Sforza had also received a strong reénforce-
ment of Florentine troops, but no pay either from Florence or
Venice and was doubtful about his proceedings. He was
no less exasperated at Philip's attempt on Cremona than
dazzled by the magnificent proposals of Venice, who offered
him the dukedom of Milan with the perpetual command of
her armies, if he continued the war in La Marca and pre-
vented Alphonso from advancing to the aid of Visconte+. On
the other hand he was dissatisfied with the confederates’ irre-
gularity of payment which erippled his force and movements,
for the Florentines having no longer any fears of Milan were
becoming less attentive to Sforza ;: thus between his plighted
faith, his prospects from the league, and the prayers of his
father-in-law, he remained in considerable perplexity ; he
could not help suspecting that concealed poison lay in the
golden cup so frankly exhibited by Venice, and his
choice was soon made when intelligence reached him
of that republic having imitated Philip’s example without his

A.D. 1447,

* Ammirato, Lib, xxii., p. 52.—Mu- + Ammirato, Lib, xxii., p. 52,
ratori, Anno 1446.—Corio, Parte v., 1 Ibid., p. 53.
folio 3565.—Cagnols, Lib. iv., p. 70.
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rights by making a treacherous though unsuccessful attempt to
get possession of Cremona *.

Sforza had assembled his army at Cotignola ready to pass into
Lombardy when he syddenly heard of Visconte's death which
had taken place on the thirteenth of August 1447. This was
a hard blow, for his troops were in arrears of pay and both Flo-
rence and Venice were now his enemies, the former however
more in form as an ally of Venice than in reality, for Cosimo
alarmed at her conquests was far from desiring the ruin of
Philip by that republic. It had been always the policy of
Florence to curb the Visconti but not destroy them ; and both
for her own benefit and that of Italy at large the aggrandise-
ment of Venice by Philip’s destruction would have been unsound
and dangerous policy .

Sforza could expect no assistance from the new pontiff for he
feared Alphonso; Cosimo, however friendly, could not quit the
league to succour him ; wherefore his only hope was in the re-
solution of the Milanese who now as a declared republic could
scarcely dispense with him if they persevered in the war with
Venice. Resolving then to brave every danger and trust to
fortune for the result, he gave the word to march, passed
through the states of Bologna, Modena, and Reggio, and halted
on the Lenza, whence he despatched his offers of assistance to
the new republic of Milan}.

On Philip's decease that city had resumed its freedom, but
was divided into monarchists and republicans, these last differ-
ing in their choice between Alphonso and Francesco Sforza;
the latter in right of his wife and his own adoption by Philip ;
the former by testamentation; but the republicans prevailed

* Cavalcanti decidedly acquits Philip ever denies his right, says Cavalcanti,
of treachery in attempting Cremona, will deny all right. ( Vide Seconda
He had given it in pledge until Bian- Storia, cap. 1., lix.)

ca’s portion should be paid, and when + Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 53.

he offered to pay that, Sforza very un- I Gio. Pietro Caguola, Stor. Mil., Lib.
justly refused to give it up; upon iv., p. 72.

which Philip attacked it; and who-
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and that form of government was instantaneously established.
Other cities took different courses, the people of Lodiand Pla-
centia giving themselves to Venice while Pavia and Parma de-
clared their independence: Sforza retired to his own city of
Cremong where he concluded an engagement with the Milanese
to be their general with the same allowances and conditions as
were offered by the late duke including the city of Brescia,
which he was to exchange for Verona whenever he could re-
cover those places from the Venetians: parties were thus
matched but though belonging to the league Florence ap-
parently took no active part in the war now about to rage in
Lombardy with more violence than ever *.

The reign of Pope Eugenius IV. was a scene of constant
war and vexation ; the former proceeding from himself, the lat-
ter from the Council of Basle which still continued and tor-
mented him with characteristic virulence; but the hand of
death relieved him from these troubles on the twenty-third of
February 1447. He was succeeded ten days after by Tom-
maso da Sarzans cardinal of Bologna, a man of great learning
and virtue but of obscure birth, under the name of Nicholas V.
This pontiff was of a mild pacific character but firm, and had
been so much beloved at Bologna that on his election that city
voluntarily returned to its allegiance +. He dislodged Alphonso
from Tivoli which the latter had suddenly occupied during the
vacancy, set the French monarch against the anti-pope Felix
of Savoy and purchased Jesi of Francesco Sforza for 80,000
ducats which completed the restoration of La Marca to the
church. He soon after acknowledged the legitimacy of Prince
Ferdinand of Aragon which Eugenius had established, and
confirmed Alphonso on-the throne of Sicily * on this side of
the Pharo ;" for the island kingdom had never acknowledged
the pope’s feudal supremacy since the Sicilian Vespers }.
¢ Macchiavelli, Lib. vi.— Muratori, Gio. P. Cagnoli, Lib. v., p. 74.

Annali—Corio, Parte v4, folio 356 to 1 Cavalcanti,SecondaStor.,cap. Ixxxiii.
359.— Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 56.— I Gisnnone, Lib. xxvi., cap. iii.
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We have said that Eugenius IV. had infused into King
Alphonso’s mind his own dislike of Florence, and though he
had passed away the venom remained ; so that in the month of
September 1447, the movements of that prince pointed at Tus-
cany. Aninvasion soon followed on pretext that the peace of
Italy was disturbed by Venice, who neither could do this
nor wage so fierce and successful a war against Milan without
Florentine assistance ; and that duchy having been bequeathed
to him by Philip he was thus compelled to vindicate his rights;
but if Florence would only withdraw from the Venetian alli-
ance he was her firmest friend. Such were the reasons alleged
for the justification of a war already begun without previous
explanation or remonstrance.

His proposition was debated in the senate and rejected ; &
Balid of war was named, an army sssembled, for though Al-
phonso was an able and experienced general with fifteen thou-
sand men actually on their territory there was no timidity or
indecision in the government and he commenced hostilities,
after trying in vain to seduce Siena from her alliance, by
marching through the Maremma into the lands of Volterra and
occupying Pomerancia. We shall not follow the course of this
war through all its channels until finished by Alphonso’s re-
pulse on the walls of Piombino, because however right it may
be that national and cotemporary historians should indulge in
military details, to the general reader and especially the alien,
they are not only useless but wearisome. Still when they are
strongly romantic, like this assault of Piombino, or didactic,
or of universal interest from their great scale and important
consequences ; their casual introduction may form a not un-
pleasing relief to the dryness of historical narrative. In all
other cases a very slight sketch of the military operations with
the simple exhibition of results to show their practical bearing
on national policy is sufficient; and assa clear and useful nar-
ration of the details of war can scarcely be expected from any
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but professional men, it may in general be wiser not to attempt
them.

Pomerancia was taken in November 1447. Castiglione della
Pescaia, of which the existing townwould appear to have then
only constituted the citadel, followed in March 1448.
Rinaldo Orsino who had married Caterina d’Appiano
Lady of Piombino, warned by the fate of Count Francesco of
Poppi at once shut his gates against Alphonso and with Floren-
tine aid was enabled to maintain himself during the whole time of
the Aragonese monarch's occupation of that country: a drawn
battle was fought off hisshores between the Aragoneseand Floren-
tine squadrons, and desultory warfare with no tangible result ex-
cept the occupation of Castiglione, continued in the Maremma
until the autumn of 1448, when Alphonso gathering up all his
forces which had been much thinned by the marsh fevers of that
unhealthy district, led them on himself to a desperate assault
on Piombino. There was here no breaching, or mining, but
much artillery both by sea and land ; it was & chivalrous noon-
day assault by escalade ; the women and children of Piombino
were marshalled below to supply their husbands their fathers
and their brothers with refreshments, while Rinaldo his soldiers
and all the male inhabitants glittered on the lofty battlements ;
lime, boiling oil, scalding water, and melted lead, were collected
in abundance and showered upon the assailants who attacked
boldly and were as gallantly resisted : Alphonso was conspicuous
throughout the day leading and cheering his men to victory :
many acts of desperate valour great prowess and warlike devo-
tion were shown on both sides in the attack and defence of that
little town, acts that would have graced a mightier enterprise ;
until at last the King of Aragon was forced back with diminished
numbers by the unshrinking valour of the besieged.

Rinaldo Orsini was triumphant; for apprehending the ap-
proach of the Florentine army Alphonso withdrew, and leaving
a garrison in Castiglione della Pescaia continued his retreat to

A.D, 1448.
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Ansidonia, which appears to have been then inhabited though
now overgrown by wild arbutus with a forest of flowering
shrubs mantling its grey Cyclopian battlements. Thus
ended the King of Aragon's invasion of Tuscany: he con-
tinued his retreat to Gaeta and there embarked for Naples
with promise of a second visit to Florence in the ensuing
spring *.

Before the Duke of Milan's death Pope Nicholas V. endea-
voured without effect to restore peace to Italy and the
negotiations were in fact completed but not ratified
in consequence of that event; the Milanese desired to finish
them but Venice in all the flush and insolence of conquest
refused to listen, and the more confidently because Florence
was too much occupied with King Alphonso to interfere in
their behalf. This was not displeasing to Sforza for it made
him more necessary to Milan and his first act in despite of
ancient rivalship was to give his hand to Francesco and Giacomo
Piccinino ; then taking the field he received the submission
of Pavia on condition of not giving it up to the Milanese :
this was a palatable restriction, for Pavia was an acquisition
admirably adapted to Sforza's circumstances, nor, says Mac-
chiavelli, was he deterred either by fear or shame from breaking
his plighted faith, “ for great men only consider it shameful to
lose, but not to gain by treachery.” He excused himself to
the Milanese by asserting, perhaps truly, that parties being
divided within the town if the offer had not been accepted either
Savoy or Venice would have bad Pavia, and they although
angry and clear-sighted enough as to his real motives, were
obliged of necessity to succumb : they indulged too in a falla-
cious hope that when once relieved from their present troubles
they would be able also to get rid of him. He was at that moment
necessary for their protection not only from Venetian aggressions

A.D. 1449,

* Muratori, Anno 1448.— Macchia- Parte iii*, folio 37.—Ammirato, Lib.
velli, Lib. vi.—Orl. Malavolti, Lib. ii., xxii., p. 59.
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but against Genoa and Savoy, both acting for the Duke of
Orleans in right of his mother Valentina Visconte the sister
of Philip: but these enemies were of little moment and soon
repulsed by Sforza, leaving the more formidable Venetians
commanded by his kinsman Micheletto Attendolo, to be coped
with. Placentia was next besieged and in despite of all the
efforts of Venice taken by assault in November 1447 with revolt--
ing cruelty and every species of barbarism; the nuns alone
having been saved from dishonour by his orders *.

Spring beheld the revival of hostilities under a darker and
more terrible aspect, and the Milanese, perceiving that Sforza
only made use of them for their ultimate subjugation, sued
humbly to Venice for a peace while that haughty republic be-
came more arrogant at every application; yet her hardest
conditions would have been accepted had not a sedition amongst
the populace putan end to all further negotiations.

Sforza meanwhile made rapid progress, and Milan hoping
for better terms from Venice ordered the investment of Lodi
as soon as Caravaggio fell ; for here both armies had already
assembled, one to take, the other to save that important town,
whose surrender was expected to seal the destiny of the for-
mer. On the fifteenth of September 1448 the Venetisns
attempted to surprise Sforza in his trenches when one of the
most memorable battles of that conflicting age was the con-
sequence: Sforza triumphed, and out of twelve, or accord-
ing to Cambi, sixteen thousand cavalry scarcely fifteen hun-
dred escaped to tell the tale of their discomfiture. The
lands of Brescia were soon overrun and siege laid to that
city; the Venetians demanded and received succours from
Florence as a member of the league, but her heart was with
Sforza : perplexed between his design on Brescia which was to
be his own, and the well-founded suspicions of the Milanese

* Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 248.—Corio, Pietro Cagnols, Storia Milan, Lib. v.,
Stor. MiL., Parte v*,folio 365.—Giovan. p. 83.
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who enjoined him to reduce Lodi the moment Caravaggio sur-
rendered, this general became doubtful what part to take for
both the Piccinini had secretly thwarted all his plans and now
marched with four thousand cavalry to attack Lodi in obedience
to the commands of Milan.

‘What Venice lost in the field she generally regained in the
cabinet, and being well aware of Sforza’s ambition and Milan’s
jealousy, and that peace with her was for the moment an
acceptable object to both; this from fear, that from interest; she
at once offered her hand to Sforza, confidently looking forward
to Milan's hatred preventing his ever being received there as
master. Hoping therefore to step in and ultimately reap the
fruits of this anticipated conflict a treaty was concluded with
Sforza in October 1448 by which all he had taken in the war
was to be restored to Venice, and if Milan were conquered he
should keep no more than Philip Maria Visconte possessed at
his death.

The rumour of this treaty silenced the shouts of victory at
Milan and realised the worst fears of the citizens ; rejoicings
died away, lamentations broke from every tongue and curses
everywhere followed the name of Sforza. Nevertheless that
chief maintained a steady course until his victorious ensigns
fluttered under the walls of Milan. Expecting every moment
to be deserted by Venice he was prepared for the event, and
after the reduction of Crema which completed all her pol-
tical arrangements dependent on the alliance of Sforza, she
fulfilled his anticipation to the letter by making a separate
peace and treaty of alliance with the Milanese in the autumn
of 1449 *,

Florence during the latter part of these transactions had no
scruple, notwithstanding the opposition of Neri Capponi, in
supplying Sforza with money both publicly from the national

* Corio, Parte v., folio 871 to 398.— nali.—Macchiavelli, Lib. v.—Cagnola,
Gio. Cambi, p. 262.— Muratori An- Stor. Mil., Lib. v.



cHar. 1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 285

funds, and privately in fuller measure from Cosimo who strongly
encouraged him; and in the beginning of 1449 she sent a
resident ambassador to his camp as & mark of her friendly
spprobation, the King of Aragon intent on other things having
left her in present tranquillity *. The treaty between Venice
and Milan retarded Sforza's operations for a season; but he
was now too strong and had been too well prepared for such an
event to be easily baffled, wherefore by a steady and skilful
management of his means he contrived, in spite of all the force
and cunning of Venice to starve the Milanese amongst whom
he had once a strong party, into a surrender of their city and
liberty.

On the twenty-sixth February 1450 he was proclaimed Seig-
nior and Duke of Milan, the cherished object of his ceaseless
labour, consummate prudence, and deep-seated ambition.

Sforza lost no time in concluding a close alliance with Cosimo
and the Florentines against Venice and the King of
Aragon, who hated Florence for her intimacy with the
house of Anjou. He at once joined the Venetians in an effort
to shake the new-made sovereign from his unsteady throne
and Florence immediately despatched Piero de Medici, Neri
Capponi, Luca Pitti, and Dietisalvi four of her chiefest citizens,
to mark the public approbation. It was indeed no light matter
(whatever might have been the state of domestic parties) to be
at once relieved from a dynasty of able, powerful, and heredi-
tary enemies ever seeking her destruction, and see it replaced
by a friendly ruler with congenial interests who mainly depended
on their alliance and support.

About this time also another embassy was sent to make one
more attempt at securing the friendship or at least the forbear-
ance of Alphonso, who with outstretched arms brought the
strength of Aragon and the Two Sicilies to bear at once on Italian

hd ggoggio, Lib, viii, p. 249. — Macchiavelli, Lib. vi. — Ammirato, Lib, xxii.,
p. 62.

A.D, 1450.
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politics, and paved the way for princes yet unborn to crush the
freedom and independence of Italy.

Alphonso's terms were hard but finally conceded, he re-
tained" Castiglione della Pescaia and the island of Giglio, and
was acknowledged lord paramount of Piombino with a small
tribute of a golden cup from Caterina de’ Appiano now a widow;
for the brave and chivalrous Rinaldo Orsino after being honoured
and rewarded by Florence expired during the negotiations *.

Although Francesco Sforza's exaltation was generally popular
yet one man of great capacity and influence decidedly and
strenuously opposed it ; but whether from faction as averred
by his adversaries, or from honest patriotism, the charac-
teristic of his race, is now uncertain, Neri Capponi deemed
it inconsistent with the interests of his country and the
safety of Italy that Milan should thus have fallen, because
ample dominion united to splendid military talents was ever
dangerous in a bold ambitious man, and if as a simple Count,
Francesco could hardly be endured, he would become absolutely
intolerable as a sovereign prince. Wherefore this distinguished
citizen judged it more safe and beneficial that Sforza should
have remained in a comparatively private station, and Lom-
bardy be divided into two republics which would neither unite
to molest others, nor be strong enough single-handed to
injure the rest of Italy. He therefore voted although unsuc-
cessfully against sending any assistance or taking any other
part in the contest.

On the other hand Cosimo’s party accused Capponi of oppos-
ing the grant, not from any belief in his own ressoning but
merely from the apprehension that with Sforza’s public and
private support Cosimo’s prepotency would become monstrous.
Neri Capponi did probably think such danger possible, but
with his distressing experience of Cosimo’s actual authority he
could scarcely contemplate much augmentation of it ; especially

® Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 63.
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when he himself, the ablest, the most popular, and most influen-
tial citizen in the commonwealth could not with all his own power
and reputation withstand him. But Neri like all the Capponi was
a staunch republican though not a low democrat and therefore
believed that the multiplication of free states was better for
those actually existing than the establishment of despotism
whose evil working in the rich and powerful Lombardy Flo-
rence had so long and painfully experienced. He was conse-
quently true to his political principles in objecting generally to
the establishment of a despot whether it were Sforza or Cosimo,
but in the then existing circumstances as far as we know them,
Cosimo’s own reasoning would now seem the more plausible.

He declared there was a great lack of wisdom in those who
imagined that the Milanese could maintain their liberty; be-
cause their luxury, their social relations, their ancient factions,
their mode of life, their very character, their habitual and
hereditary subservience to successive tyrants, altogether not
only rendered them incapable of satisfactorily working any form
of self-government but were directly opposed to it. Wherefore
it followed that their choice lay between Francesco Sforza as
duke, or the Venetians as masters; and no man was supposed
to be so silly as to doubt whether a strong friend or a most
powerful enemy were the better neighbour.

Looking at the broad question divested of party prejudice,
an aggrandizement of Venice by the vast addition of the Mi-
lanese dominions would have given to that grasping republic a
dangerous preponderance ; but the substitution of an able and
aspiring soldier for a crafty but unsteady politician; however
safe for Florence at the moment; was not better adapted to
steady the great political balance than the sway of a clever and
ambitious but unmilitary sovereign, even though a Visconte;
and the only real security against Sforza was his trouble and
difficulty in consolidating a new and usurped authority ; a task
most likely to prevent any ulterior schemes of ambition *.

® Macchiavelli, Lib, vi.
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The extinction of the male line of Visconti was in every
respect an event of vast importance to the Italian peninsula,
and powerfully influenced the subsequent history of Europe by
generating consequences that are yet in active operation. In
Lombardy it occasioned a disputed succession, and opened
golden prospects to the house of Orleans and the crown of
France; but it also prepared the northern, as Alphonso’s con-
quests did the southern channels, for those sweeping billows
of transalpine power that from time to time have rolled their
angry surges over the fairest provinces of Italy, and still sub-
merge it !

Coremporary Soveueions.—The only changes are, Portugal : Edward L
to 1488 ; then Alphonso V.—Scotland : James 1., murdered at Perth 1437 ;
James I1.—German Empire : Sigismund until 1437 ; then Albert IL. in 1438
to 1439 ; Frederic III. 1440 ; Pope Eugenius IV. to 1447 ; then Nicholas V.
—Greek Empire : John VIL %o 1448, then Constantine XL, the last
to 1453, when Constantinople was taken by Mohamed II. vm.h a force of t!u'co
hundred ships and three hundred thousand men.
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CHAPTER 1IL

FROM A.D. 1450 TO A.D. 1465

—

BErORE recommencing a narrative of wars unmitigated by
any touch of humanity, unanimated by generosity, undigni-
fied in their cause, cruel in their action, base in their A.D. 1451
objects, and devoid of that grandeur or even didactic ~ =
interest which despite of crime is so deeply felt in the exploits
of Hannibal and the deeds of Rome: before recommencing
these it perhaps may be well to offer as marked a sketch as
our materials allow, of the state of Florence during the first
sixteen years of Cosimo’s government; but more especially
after every effort at the free and effectual expression of poli-
tical opinion was crushed by the stringent measures of 1444.

The favourable sentiments at first so extéhsively formed of
Cosimo de’ Medici became greatly modified when the battle of
Anghiari by blasting the hopes of every exile removed all fear
of a new revolution. From that moment fresh and unusual
license was allowed, not in words alone but in all the insolence
of power ; in rapine, corruption, and every shameful act destruc-
tive of justice and morality; so that an administration at first
so popular began to displease many even o¢f Cosimo’s own
adherents and disgusted every other citizen. Cosimo and
Neri di Gino Capponi were beyond comparison the two leading
men of Florence ; the latter esteemed the wisest, the former
immeasurably the richest; for Neri seems to have inherited
so much of his father's honesty as never to have fattened on
the substance of the commonwealth. Next to these came four

VOL. TII. v
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principal citizens of the ruling party, who were not so scrupu-
lous, and all devoted to Cosimo : the first was Puccio Pucci
the boldest, ablest, and most eloquent of his friends without
whom Cosimo never stirred a finger: he had been advanced
from an inferior class and was enriched by the command of
public money. Alamanno Salviati was the next, and said to
be a grasping selfish man who cared as little for the public
good as for his own reputation, provided that his desires were
gratified. Alessandro de’' Alessandri bore a more honest but
haughty character : vain of his imagined merits, and not with-
out some ; believing that his natural position was amongst the
loftiest of the state he frowned at any infringement of his will.
Neroni Dietisalvi was at this time supposed to be the least
-intriguing of the four, but after Cosimo’s death he also proved
that there was no deficiency; and was & man of penetrating
genius with great influence in the republic. Besides these
there were Ugo Buondelmonti a nephew of Esau, despot of
Romania, who enjoyed considerable reputation ; then came Ag-
nolo Acciaioli, a young citizen of parts and character already
spoken of, who however finally attached himself to Ranieri or
Neri Capponi and at last quarrelled both publicly and privately
with the Medici. Luca Pitti next appears as a man of great
audacity but moderate talents and bad character, who became
from peculiar circamstances conspicuous in Florentine history
though now better known by the palace which bears his
name than through any merit of his own either as a man or a
statesman *,

There seems to be a retributory character inherent to wars
that torpedo-like strikes back on the makers and revenges the
injury they inflict : those of Florence fomented by Cosimo and
his faction were gradually undermining her strength, for while
she increased in fame and territory she diminished in force

¢ Cavalcanti, Seconds Storis, cap. i., ii.y xvi.— M. Bruto, Storia, Lib. ii.,
p- 109; Lib. iiio, p. 299.
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solidity and real power. The incessant pecuniary demands of
Sforza, who thus supported by Cosimo was far from popular,
exasperated the people to that degree that many secret discus-
sions were held by the Cosimeschi to adopt protective measures
aguinst the tumults which were apprehended in consequence.
Sforza's unjust appropriation of ecclesiastical property in the
conquest of La Marca was condemned by a great body of the
people who were unwilling either to abet the sacrilege or aug-
ment his possessions by the ruin of their own. This war

‘therefore, coupled with muth individual and general oppres-

sion arising from it, began to irritate the public mind and nume-
rous but secret meetings of the ascendant faction including what
was called their “ Caorsini” was summoned. These * Caorsins”
were certain' parasitic instruments of faction possessing two
useful qualities which enhanced their value and rendered them
universally acceptable to Cosimo’s party: one was poverty,
which unaccompanied by principle, kept them ready for the
basest acts ; the other was an eager desire to live by ways and
means that most men would spurn, but for which they cared
not. Numbers of these Caorsini were mingled with the crowd
of Cosimo's followers, and although of a ceftain rank and out-
ward reputation, and with civic rights; were needy, insolent,
mean, partial, and repacious; men who never checked the gra-
tification of their passions and to whom justice and injustice,
integrity or dishonesty were equally indifferent. Self-will dis-
placed reason, self-love honesty, and any extremity of evil was
cheerfully endured sooner than forfeit the pleasures of personal
vengeance, while good was measured precisely by the extent of
their own enjoyments*. This band of citizens was mainly
composed of a class of business agents then and for centuries
after much used in Florence under the general name of * Sen-
sali” or brokers: they were the middlemen who managed all
contracts, bargains, sales, and marriages; and entered as &

¢ Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. xvi, xx.
vl
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third party into almost every transaction of commen life
amongst all classes of citizens. Their business was in fact
analogous to that of modern agents and attorneys, but embra-
cing the whole range of agency from the common bargains of
the market-place to low political intrigues; for as their diver-
sified affairs brought them in contact with every rank they
were admirably adapted, in the hands of artful statesmen, to
feel the public pulse and direct great masses at the pleasure
of their employers. By means of these agents the leaders of
Cosimo’s faction secretly summoned their adherents to a noc-
turnal meeting in Saint Mark's church where Giuliano Dava-
zani an able man, addressed them on the alarming state of the
public mind as it affected their own stability ; and from this
meeting proceeded the despotic measures of 1444 *.

The city was then pregnant with commeotion, apparently
amongst the poorer classes or “ Plebe” but under the mani-
pulation of higher maloontents of Patrician rank; there was
famine also ; the people lived on vetches and other pulse im-
ported by the state and which, strange to say, brought a greater
price than wheat. *The markets,” says Giovanni Cavalcanti,
*“were exceedingly dear, not so much from the price of wheat as
the scarcity of common grain which forced the people to grind
vetches and these were wont to fetch a higher price than wheat™}.
"All this gave energy to discontent, or probably caused it; for
the poor are seldom turbulent when they have labour and food :
but the agitators wrought on a suffering population by identify-
ing their misery, and justly too, with useless war and repre-
hensible government; & war undertaken as was said only to
favour the joint ambition of a foreign adventurer and a powerful
native citizen.

The comparatively liberal conduct of the Rinaldeschi at
Cosingp’s expulsion had left in the election-purses a sufficient
number of Cosimeschi to effect his recall, and even Cosimo him-

* Cavalcanti, fi* Storia, cap. xx. 1 Ibid., cap. xx. and xxxi.
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self searching and implacable as he was, had not yet weeded out
all his opponents. The knowledge of this power though feeble,
produced a certain confidence in the higher malcontents, who
from present dissatisfaction and change of sentiments joined
with the older antagonists of Cosimo ; and they were a far more
formidable party than the mere Plebe. Murmurs were heard
of the disgrace of being subject to an unworthy tyrant and a
peasant of Cotignola whose mother was a low woman of repre-
hensible character, and yet this adventurer they said did not
even condescend to request, but commanded the republic to do
his bidding.

The old nobles also joined this cry. * We were before bad,”
said they, “but are now worse; for under the empty shadow of
“ a boon we are almost ruined : they offered us honey and now
* they give us gall, the bitter fruit of unjust and insupportable
* taxation which only secures us a dungeon and the insolent
* outrages of official myrmidons.” There were moreover loud
complaints of corrupted justice: citizens were interdicted even
from pleading in the public courts against the injustice of
government and the oppressions of its officers; and when causes
were at last decided the parties were commonly ruined unless
they happened to have offered the first or the largest bribe. It
was said that many vexatious judgments were given by secret
enemies of the government on purpose to create dissatisfaction,
and by others to revenge their own private injuries with impu-
nity: but the common cry was, “ We are the servants of Fran-
* cesco Sforza, not the companions of King Alfonzo as we ought
*“ to be; yet he has offered to guarantee us peace for 10,000
* florins a year, and if war be ever necessary, to wage it at his
* own cost, provided we will only withdraw our aid and favour
‘ from the count”*

- No historian but Cavalcanti mentions these terms, but if
accepted they would probably have changed the fate of Italy

* Cavalcanti, ii* Storis, cap. xx°



204 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [soox 1.

by avoiding the dangerous aid of France: without Florence
Sforza, driven from La Marca, could scarcely have conquered
Milan, and Neri Capponi's project of two Lombard republics
might possibly have been realised, or Alphonso's power have
been firmly established in that country, which by securing the
Spanish ascendancy would at least have prevented Italy from
becoming the coliseum of transalpine gladiators.

We have said that in consequence of the agitated condition
of Florence a new Balia with a thorough weeding of the magis-
tracies was resolved on in 1444. This Balia was made up of
men who were sure supporters of any measures that the party
dictated, and though appearances were slightly preserved by the
cautious admission of a few adverse, or at least not friendly
citizens, they were either so foew that no alarm was excited, or
8o irresolute as to insure their floating with the general stream.
But in the councils were still many secret enemies, peaceable
but timid men who foreseeing disaster yet feared to buffet
against the storm *.

Thus strengthened there were no bounds to the extravagance
of the Cosimeschi : Puccio and others enriched themselves by
open or secret plunder; the public funds became corrupt or
discredited ; dividends were paid to the powerful, refused to
the weak or only paid in billets, which being worthless in the
market were purchased at a fourth and a fifth of their value by
secondary officials who through their political influence after-
wards recovered the whole amount from the treasury. The
marriage portions of young girls, secured on public faith in the
Funds, were refused on the plea of state necessity; sincerity
and honesty were utterly abandoned and even any pretension
to those virtues was laughed to scorn : gain, no matter how, was
the all-absorbing passion, and ‘ more honest men were mocked
and ridiculed than culprits menaced.” Asperity universally in-
creased ; comparisons with other times and other rulers were

* Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. xxii.
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sullenly drawn, and the governing faction was pronounced to
exceed all its predecessors in wickedness. This partly pro-
ceeded from the admission of many vindictive men to power all
hot with long-nursed wrath against their adversaries; vengeance
was necessary ; nay, almost imperative; a vengeance mnot con-
demned, but cherished as a virtue in gentle blood; and as indis-
pensable to family honour in those wild days of barbarous vio-
lence as the duel is in our own ; yet the time may not be far
distant when our posterity will read of the latter with the same
painful feeling that we ourselves now do of the former *.

Thus the sweet savour of Cosimo's early rule had evaporated ;
men of nothing were seen suddenly in office and as suddenly
enriched, no man knew how ; but all felt that taxation pressed
on life, tyranny on freedom, knavery on honesty, and misery
onall. In this state of things the period for a fresh scrutiny
approached, but the angry citizens gave their secret votes to
all the kinsmen of the exiles and to suspected persons, for
their conduct was now felt to have been more tolerable than the
corruption, injustice, and peculation of the Puccini. Such con-
duct was too dangerous, too bold, too independent, for the latter ;
they called this scrutiny the * Lily,” because that flower though
fair to the eye has a fetid odour and the scrutiny although
bright with illustrious names, to them smelt strongly of cor-
ruptiont. The image is somewhat forced but Cosimo’s deeds
were not poetry, and the whole election was annulled against
all law and precedent : several families which formed part of it
were banished or otherwise persecuted, and ten Accoppiatori,
or as Cavalcanti denominates them, *Ten Tyrants,” were
appointed $.

This Decemvirate was empowered to preserve its authority

* Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. xxiii. Soderini, Francesco Orlandi, Alamanno
4 The allusion is to the Iris Lily, the Salviati, Manno #i Temperano, Do-
Florentine emblem. menico Michele, Guariante, Ugolino
1 The names of nine of them are pre- Martelli, Nerone Dietisalvi,and Nice
served by Cavalcanti, viz., Tommaso eolo Buonvenni.
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from scrutiny to scrutiny, that is from three to five years, and
to choose every magistrate from the gonfalonier dovmwards
previous to holding the mockery of a public drawing. Thas all
that the exasperated spirit of the people had accomplished was
placed by Cosimo’s inflaence under the talons of this omnipo-
tent authority and the exbausted citizens sunk back into
despondency. The Accoppiatori drew whom they pleased not
whom the people elected ; and their choice was a selection of
subservient tools and farious partisans, of low birth and base
character ; men of yesterday; rural upstarts who crowded the
city and shouldered the pride and honours of the ancient race;
this alone made them hateful, for an aristocratic spirit was ever
strong in Florence and pride of ancestry whether of the feudal
families or Popolani was still generally respected. There was
a common saying of the time that “a wealthy woman and a
prosperous upstart were the two most insufferable things on
earth ;" wherefore the virtues of these last, if they had any,
were not likely to be seen or appreciated : like the rest their acts
were evil and their mischief deep*, for its noxious influence
percolated through every official stratum until one mass of cor-
ruption pervaded the commonwealth unchecked by shame by
conscience or remorse. 'To supply this waste taxes were multi-

plied ; twenty-four rates were

* Domenico Michele, one of the new
Accoppiatori, is especially designated as
one of these, and his picture as painted
by Cavalcanti gives us the outward
and visible signs of a hypocritical knave
in the middle of the fifteenth century
at Florence. * Proud, iniquitous and
false, a public peculator and a receiver
of bribes : he is tall and thin ; with a
womanish veice; lean shanks, com-
pressed in the waist, narrow shoul-
dered, a cunning sharp look, a grizzled
and scarce beard, a blotched face, his
goit measured, and his chest forced
forward more than is necessary for his
height. All these tokens show that in

levied within the year, and in

those things for which men are usually
denominated knaves this man surpasses
overy one.”—The portrait may still
be recognised without travelling so far
as Florence. (Vide Caval., Seconda
Storia, cap. xxv.) Giovanni Corsint
was another imbiber of the public
nourishment, and with freer action as
gonfalonier in 1445. But he filled
himself in secret and was only known
by his gradual expamsion, while Puc-
cio’s was 2 bold, open, usurieus accu-
mulation of national funds in his own
person. The one was a bladder, the
other a snow-ball. (Ibid, oap. xxvi.)
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1442 half that number raised 180,000 florins which were
remitted to Sforza in lieu of troops, to avoid the pope’s
displeasure *.

The ancient families unable to support these repeated de-
mands retired in numbers to their villas to seek for peace and
escape imprisonment, for the jails were never empty of the
powerless. But this availed not; the most searching edicts
were relentlessly hurled against defaulters, and there was no
shelter! The public * Messi” and *Berrovieri” or official
bailiffs and tip-staves hunted them out like vermin; they
swept the rural districts of cattle and produce, cleared the
houses of furniture, wasted even the day's victuals of the
miserable families, and when harvest came cleared the fields
either partially or completely of their crops. Yet these dis-
traints were never balanced against arrears, but taken as a
positive fine from the defaulter who after so wide-spread a deso-
lation often finished by long and loathsome imprisonment !

But even this was insufficient because numbers were ab-
solutely ruined, so another decree was issued to banish all
defaulters to the frontier : the ascendant faction attempted to
justify it by an assertion that their enemies had punished the
same crime by the axe and the block! To so startling a fact,
which appears in no other author and only adds to the accamu-
lation of evils inflicted under the name of liberty; it was replied,
** You deprive us of existence when you take our goods; when
you sell our funded property; when you set aside our wills;
when you deny our marriage portions, which having been pur-
chased by individuals on public faith unite that faith with liberty ;
and you thus defraud our danghters and sisters of their fortunes!
You have sped everything from bad to worse, and paralysed the
Catasto to avoid your own contfibutions. Your rivals left at
least two things untouched and thus proved that they did not
seek our total ruin; the Catasto and the election-purses; but

* Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. xxviii.
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you have destroyed both and snapped all those ties that united
the greatness of the commonwealth with the credit and stability
of public securities. There is no concealment ; oppression and
rapacity are your avowed motives; you unblushingly demand,
¢ What is the difference between the rulers and the ruled except
that the one commands, and the other is compelled to obey?
* Who is there,’ you ask, ¢that would obey if the Catasto were
in active operation? We had once to obey the laws ; but while
the Catasto sleeps both laws and men will bow to us, and we
shall still be lords where we once were only vassals. Do you
believe,’ is again your cry; ‘do you believe that the authors
of the Catasto had they foreseen its consequences would have
made it? Believe it not, or you will err; for who from the
rank of seignior voluntarily descends to that of vassal? from
the elevation of the Seignory to the depths of servitude? We
would ratherdie!’” Such were the unblushing avowals of suc-
cessful faction: the powerful received their dues, escaped their
contributions and imposed taxes ; nominally to pay Sforza ; bat
the fruits of which they shared and, as he said, made his name
odious without any personal benefit. * I have had the odium,”
exclaimed Sforza to the Venetian and Florentine ambassadors,
“I have had the odium, the people the cost, and their rulers
the money " *,

The desire of gain increased by what it fed on and became
insatiable ; no villany was too deep or too daring; in whatever
aspect or wherever it appeared it was clutched at by maul-
titudes. Francesco della Luna proposed and carried a law
that the ** Catasto should be laid aslesp until such a time as a
new law should awaken it . None cared for present or future
dangers or remembered past misfortunes, one object alone pos-
sessed their soul, the thirst of gold, and that by crooked ways ;
ways that led every finer feeling to destruction. All equality
was lost, and in its stead, sudden individual wealth, an impo-

* Cavaleanti, ii* Storis, cap. lviii. + Ibid, Appendice, No. 40.
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verished nation ; suffering, recklessness, deterioration of female
modesty, and general licentiousness ®.

This fraudulent state bankruptcy was not long confined to
natives, for even the king of Portugal’s dividends were withheld
until he arrested all the Florentines in Lisbon : nor was mis-
rule confined to finance alone ; blood too was shed by the great
and powerful, and shed unquestioned if the victim's family
was impotent. A band of young men on their way to a wedding
met a citizen of humble rank with whom it may be supposed,
though not mentioned, they had had some previous difference,
and unhesitatingly attacked and murdered him: then through
their political influence, before there was time for any public
charge, they procured a state proclamation which denounced
the dead man as a rebel, and thus legalised his death by retro-
spective condemnation; but none inquired why the murdered
man was made & rebel or in what he had offended !

The vengeance of the great was rightly-denominated cruelty
by poorer citizens, but by the former any legal opposition to it
received that name, because their vengeance as they argued,
only applied & punishment-equal to the injury received. Salim-
bene Bartolini's son murdered the son of an innkeeper without
a remark being made. Salimbene d’Antonio was stabbed by
Ramondo d’ Antonio Carialla and the murderer remained un-
punished : the son of Baldassarre di Santi kicked a girl to death
not only with impunity but unrebuked and almost unnoticed by
any one. This open contempt of law and justice emboldened
others, and Zenobi Capponi's son thought that he also might
assassinate without danger; wherefore entering the residence
of Piero Vermiglio he dragged that citizen’s son out by force
and killed him in the Piazza di Santa Maria Vecchia. This
murder was probably accompanied by some unwonted cruelty
for it created considerable agitation, and Zanobi repaired to
entreat his kinsman Neri Capponi's influence on behalf of the

* Cavaleant, ii* Storis, cap. lviii., Ix.
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homicide : *“ A Capponi” he said * did not deserve less favour
“ than the Vespucci, the Bartolini and others who held an
* inferior rank in the republic.” But Neri sternly answered.
“ It is not the misery that I have caused or the murders I
¢ have committed which have placed the greatness of our house
*“in my hands; on the contrary I acquired it by my earnest
* endeavours to act according to law and reason: wherefore let
“ justice take its course "*. This was & stern sentence to a
father's ears, but a just one. The conduct of ngx Guicciardini
vicar of Castello San Giovanni and one of Cosimo’s staunchest
partisans is a contrast. A quarrel broke out between two very
young children in one of the petty towns of his district, which
ended in a pugilistic encounter then as common in Tuscany as
now in England ; the country rector or podesta, after a rebuke,
reconciled the children and confirmed the peace by making
them drink together, but in consequence of the ephemeral and
puerile character of this squabble no report was made to Guic-
ciardini. Hearing of it by some indirect means he sent for the
rector and without any previous examination applied the usual
torture of the “Colla” so unmercifully that the old man expired
under the infliction. This too pessed unnoticed either by the
local inhabitants, the Florentine government, or by Cosimo,
TrE FaTHER oF His CoUNnTRY, who is described as the hinge
and pivot on which the whole republic moved. ‘- Wherefore,”
exclaims Cavalcanti, * if you Florentines suffer these things to
“ be, and without remonstrance : blame yourselves first, ere you
* reproach the government; for he that silently regards such
*¢ crimes is the cause of them "}.

‘While the people reeled under their burdens they beheld
Cosimo abounding in wealth; they saw & palace rise to their
view such as Florence had never witnessed ; they saw churches
and convents built at his command with accumulated treasures;
but, as the cry ran, with more hypocritical pride than true reli-

@ Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. xxx. + Ibid, cap. xxxii.
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gion ; and, whether fact or falsehood, their cost was believed to
flow from the national treasury in Sforza's name. * Who,” it
was everywhere asked,  who would not build in this princely
style when it cost them nothing?” ‘ The Medician balls,”
they ironically added, *were to be seen everywhere, even in
* the privies of the convents, the nation was oppressed with an
* unholy war to establish Cosimo’s friend in the unjust pos-
* session of sacred property, and society was fast falling back
“ to its pristine state when one man's will was law.” The
spectacle exhibited, by the city gate-tolls being daily carried
to Cosimo’s treasury grated on public suffering, although pro-
bably the mere interest of money lent by him to govern-
ment; and so strong was this feeling that one night the
gateway of his new and splendid palace was deluged in blood.
This spiteful act might have been easily traced, but Cosimo
had the moderation not to notice it although the whole city was
scandalised .

In 1446 new burdens were imposed at the mere discretion
of a public board ; the poor were squeezed still harder as well
a8 aggravated with surplus charges; their more powerful neigh-
bours remained underrated, and all by favour of these officers
who under the name of ““ Gli Uomini” formed a Decemvirate
with so vast a power as was never before seen in Florence t.
When Francesco Sforza abandoned the league for Visconte, he
audaciously demanded another subsidy ; this raised such a storm
that Cosimo was unable to carry the question constitutionally
through the councils : he made a long speech from the Ringhiera
which was received in sullen silence and supported by Boccaccino
Alamanni alone ; wherefore quitting all rule, a bolder measure
was taken. Cosimo was a member of that board called the
« Officers of the Mount” which entirely controlled the public
revenues ; availing himself of this power he and his colleagues
passed & resolution, or rather a law, for the decrees of each

¢ Cavalcanti, ii* Storis, cap. xxxiii. 4 Ibid, cap. xxxvi., L.
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magistracy were laws in their own department, granting them-
selves full authority to enforce the instant liquidation of all
arrears of taxes or other moneys due to the state notwithstand-
ing any previous composition, security, or acquittance. Every
debt was now restored to vitality or overlooked altogether at
the pleasure of these officers and the dictation of Cosimo
round whom all turned as a centre; and he had less regard
for those who could not, than for those who would not pay; for
the latter being solvent and of his own party, were consequently
favoured *.

The rich were in this manner allowed to escape and greater
sufferings heaped on the powerless, but Sforza’s necessities
were supplied, and Cosimo was satisfied ; for his own freedom
of will was enlarged, says Cavalcanti, and individual liberty
restricted : he levied the money at pleasure, settled the prin-
cipal and interest, period of payment; all power centered in
his will, and most rigorously was it handled+. This infamous
law was passed on the seventeenth of June 1447.

At length even Cosimo’s own supporters became alarmed if not
touched by the public calamities, and in the summer of 1447, a
little after his cruel edict, Giovanni Bartoli being gonfalonier
and Alessandro de’ Bardi one of the priors, they began to cast
about for a remedy, for they could no longer shut their eyes to
the disastrous state of the commonwealth, to the present danger,
and to the mass of future evil that was overshadowing the
country. These two citizens therefore proposed a law which
prohibited the arrest of any man for a public debt: they were
wont to say that as woman's greatest ornament was rather her

¢ The haystacks in Tuscany were then
as now built circularly round a long
pole or mast firmly fixed in the ground
running like a spit through the centre
of the stack and crowned with an
earthen vessel to keep the wet off.
When hay is wanted the stack is cut
round from the bottom, so tbat the

whole mass slips regularly down the
pole as fast as it is used, and though
always resting on the earth, slides on
the spar as a pivot. Cosimo was com-
pared to this mast, and the republic to
the haystack. He was also the knifo
that cut it.

4+ Cavalcanti, ii* Storis, cap. Ixxiii,
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modesty than rich attire, so that of a city was the multitude of
its citizens rather than splendid mansions and public edifices.
This law was intended to permit and even induce the emigrants
and banished defaulters to return and pay what their poverty
allowed, and it was proved by reason and experience that
Florentine exiles were sufficiently numerous to increase the
Gabelle by augmented consumption on their return to an
amount nearly equal to all arrears due. This indeed appeared
by the registers which averaged four florins of Gabella for
every mouth in Florence, and ten thousand souls were ex-
pected to return under the protection of this salutary decree;
all expatriated by Cosimo PADRE DELLA PATRIA and his myr.
midons! This edict was received by the Seignory the col-
leges and the citizens genersally as a great relief and its
authors were justly and universally commended; all parties
rejoiced, because it relieved the unfortunate without injuring
the powerful .

To this politic and merciful proposition then, it was supposed
that there could be no opposition because its justice affected all,
its impartiality was self-evident, and its humanity universally
acknowledged. “ Yet Cosimo,” says Cavalcanti, * tempted by
diabolical instigation hastened instantly to the palace to ruin
this well-ordered law ; regardless of public wishes, the fair fame
of the commonwealth, or the means of impoverished citizens ;”
and moreover by a long oration succeeded in defeating it! His
objections were rather an exposition of points that opposed his
own will than arguments against the measure ; and he finished
his tedious harangue says the same author, by artfully asserting
that this bill would open the city gates to his enemies, who were
also those of the republic and of each citizen in particular. That
as all the vegetable and animal creation required particular cli-
mates and aspects, so did man ; and it would be impossible for
both parties to exist at the same time in the same atmosphere!

® Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. lxxxi,
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The law in fact never contemplated or touched even by impli-
cation on the exiled faction; it named state debtors alone: but
though Cosimo had no argument he had vast power, and that
bore down all opposition. So the bill dropped and despotism
triumphed * !

Cavalecanti tells us that at this period there were three dis-
tinct parties of different opinions contained within the circle of
the government itself: these were; first the Popolani Grassi
who, rough and harsh in their administration, were mingled with
a great number of “ Arrabbiati:” a name given at various
times to different parties, but here apparently meaning the
most bitter and violent of the Cosimeschi. The second was
made up of decayed nobility who lived like desperate men and
were disgusted at having those for their companions in the
government whom, if all had been justly dealt with, they would
have excluded as unworthy of the magistracy. The third class,
composed of artificers or mere tradesmen, was always opposed
to the other two; but the Popolani Grassi; especially the
more recent families ; were jealous of the man to whose dwell-
ing they saw the public revenues flow in a constant stream
and therefore wished to put a speedy end to it by his ruin.
The Arrabbiati or other portion of the first class were violent
men whose zeal was as much more fervent in wickedness as
a thirst of vengeance for past injuries overcame the feelings of
recent benefits: the aristocracy who formed the second class
were angry at seeing men preferred to themselves in publis
magistracies who being enemies to Guelphic ascendancy they
considered as enemies to the state, and would, says Caval-
canti, have willingly given one eye provided that Cosimo who
mixed up this heterogeneous mass were deprived of both.
The artificers were accused of being always envious of their
superiors and glad of any quarrel or commotion amongst them;
but all these discordant elements were held together and

* Cavalcanti, ii* Storia, cap. lxxxi. and lxxxii.
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played against each other by the strong but pliant hand of
Cosimo *.

At last in the autumn of 1447 Puccio Pucci became gonfa-
lonier of justice and even he is said to have attempted to stop
this course of misrule, but unsuccessfully and probably insin-
cerely although with sound reasoning, for his coffers were filled
with the fruits of those evils which he now appeared so anxious
to mitigate ; he failed, and oppression continued : yet there was
under all this a marvellous elasticity in the commercial spirit of
Florence which enabled a few years of public peace to repair
most of these and all other ravages of war, except the debt .

This somewhat prolix exposition of the state of Florence
from 1434 to 1451 will probably be sufficient to modify that
delusive glitter which has usually and artfully served to conceal
the true character of Cosimo de’ Medici as a man and a states-
mau; and for whom the most that can be said is that he was
at once the lord and the slave of his party. The foregoing
account is principally drawn from a cotemporary writer whose
history after lying almost dormant in manuscript for about
four hundred years has been recently published at Florence :
he was a keen inquirer ; evidently of an open and honest dis-
position and one of those ancient and noble families which
benefited by the Medici's exaltation: one also who begins with
unmeasured praise of Cosimo; a praise that as the history
proceeds and events thicken, he is forced to qualify, and ulti-
mately change into honest indignation at his conduct. Caval-
canti's account may therefore be taken as veracious as far as
veracity can be found in history, but there are few things
more adapted to petrify belief than a weary and disappointing
search for truth in the contradictory records of past ages.

Reasons for war are never wanting when inclination tends to
it, therefore the alliance with Venice and peace with Alphonso
were but slight obstacles and in 1451 all parties again prepared

* Cavalcanti, Seconda Storis, cap. Ixxxii. + Ibid., cap. Lxxxvi.
VYOL. II. X
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for hostilities. The Venetians were exasperated at missing
the conquest of Lombardy through the means of . Florence
whose powerful aid enabled so dangerous a neighbour as Sforza
to achieve it; they had gained but little yet had exposed their
ambitious spirit and became conscious of the waning of that
deference with which Florence had treated them while her fears
of the Visconti were lively. Early suspicions of a hostile union
between Venice and Alphonso had arisen amongst the Floren-
tines and were far from removed by the vague declaration of
its being solely defensive and conservant of Italian tranquillity
which these powers intimated that the Florentines wanted to
disturb: Venice who dreaded Sforza, especially complained of
their having granted a free passage through Lunigiana to the
bands of Alexander Sforza for the support of his brother in
Lombardy; of their having assisted the latter with money
and reconciled him with the Marquis of Mantua to her manifest
injury, and Florence was plainly told that were this line of
conduct persevered in she must not be surprised if hostilities
followed.

The meaning of all this was clear, and to Cosimo as acknow-
ledged chieftain of the republic the task of replying was de-
puted ; but it was a formal mockery; for though Cosimo, cool
and firm, had justice on his side and urged it home ; Venice
had already resolved on hostilities and Alphonso was no less
determined.  As a prelude they ordered all Florentines, mer-
chants and citizens to quit their respective territories under
ruinous penalties, and this caused a rapid fall in the public
funds from twenty-nine and thirty to less than twenty per
cent.*. The Venetians made an alliance with Siena and tried
- bard to attach Bologna to their cause; but that city under the
rule of Santi Bentivoglio remained devoted to Florence. This
young man, whose proper name was, Santi di Cascese, the

® Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 250. — Ammirato, Lib. xxii, p. 65.— Boninsegni,
Lib. il., p. 93.
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reputed son.of Ercole Bentivoglio by a lady of Poppi as was
said ; althougp her frailty seems very doubtful; had been
elected chief of the Bolognese commonwealth, and his story is
curious.

‘While Ercole was serving in the Casentino he became ena-
moured of the wife of Agnolo di Cascese of Poppi and always
boasted amongst his own friends that her child was his ; never-
theless neither Agnolo nor any of his family had any suspicion
of the lady's infidelity even after her death; and Santi was
brought up as his own child while he lived, and afterwards by
his paternal uncle Antonio, who was in the woollen trade of
Florence, until eighteen years of age. Anibale Bentivoglio left
only an infant son, and his party felt the want of some mature
head as a guide and rallying point: wherefore, hearing of
Santi's existence Agmolo Acciaiuoli was commissioned to en-
gage Neri Capponi, who was an intimate friend of Antonio di
Cascese, in the negotiation. It was a delicate subject, and the
fact of Santi's being a Bentivoglio not only new but incredible
to all; nevertheless with the aid of Cosimo de’ Medici, the
proposal of Bologna was made known to the young Santi him-
self who instantly coloured up with shame and anger at the
idea of thus injuring his mother’s reputation. Neri told
him on such an occasion he himself would have no scruple in
accepting so brilliant an offer as the son of any one, whether it
were Gino Capponi or Hercules Bentivoglio ; but both he and
Cosimo agreed in advising Santi to be guided by his own feel-
ings and not act hastily ; Cosimo in particular told him that
if he felt the spirit of the Bentivogli rise within him he would
go where fortune called him and pursue & brilliant career: if
on the contrary the blood of the Cascesi predominated he would
remain in Florence and follow his calling in tranquillity. Santi
and his relations after considerable hesitation and delay left the
decision in the hands of Neri who himself, as he tells us, felt
the importance of the trust and gave his advice accordingly.

x32
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The result was Santi's acceptance and election by.public accla-
mation to the chieftainship of the Bentivoglian Jaction and the
republic of Bologna *.

The Venetians seeing this young Florentine's fidelity to his
native land, conspired to unseat him by a domestic plot coupled
with the secret introduction of their troops and a band of exiles
by night through some of the public sewers. This was at-
tempted and the city thrown into terror and confusion; Santi’s
friends urged him to fly and avoid the fate of Anibale; bat
with the name he had also assumed the spirit of the Bentivogli
and scorning such council led on his followers to the charge
and beat the conspirators from the city+. This attack at once
decided Florence : hostilities now became certain ; and Cosimo,
Neri, Agnolo Acciaiuoli, Luca degli Albizzi, Domenico Bonin-
segni with five others were nominated to the Balia of war:
Simoneto di Campo San Piero was again made general of the
forces ; a close alliance was concluded for ten years with Fran-
cesco Sforza; Siena was warned not to assist the enemies of
Florence, and this warning was backed by a special embassy
from Milan; Genoa was engaged on the same side and a joint
embassy subsequently despatched to Charles VII. of France to
secure his codperation. Every means were adopted by Venice
to annoy and weaken Florence previous to the declaration of
hostilities and though Alphonso was equally in earnest he acted
with more generosity and less vindictiveness than that republic.
As both wished to give some reason for the war passports
were demanded for a conjoint embassy to Florence and at once
conceded to the royal ambassadors, but refused to the Vene-
tians under pretence of not being able to treat without the ac-
quiescence of Sforza: this was in retaliation for the same sort
of treatment to their own ambassadors a short time before
when sent to remonstrate against the expulsion of their citizens
* Neri Capponi, Commen. Rer. Ital. xlviii—Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 67.

Scrip., tomo xviii., from p. 1207 to + Miscella, Hist. de Bologna, Rer.
1211.—Cavalcanti, Seconda Stor.,cap. Ital. Script., p. 697, tomo xviii.
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and was done on purpose to show how little the Venetian re-
public was now regarded by Florence *.

. Hostilities scemed now imminent but were a while suspended
by the emperor’s arrival in Italy : Sigismund died in
December 14387, and was succeeded as King of the
Romans by his son-in-law Albert Duke of Austria, a man of
excellent reputation who after a short reign of two years ex-
pired as was supposed by poison. He was succeeded in 1440
by Frederic II1. King of the Romans who this year demanded
a passage for himself and two thousand followers through the
Florentine territory. It was freely granted, for the fears and
pretensions of German emperors had now equally diminished
and revolutions no longer followed their traces: Frederic was
therefore received with great pomp and hospitality by the Flo-
rentines, and the whole of his expenses were paid to the amount
of 85,000 florins while within the republican territoryt. He
was crowned with both crowns at Rome in March but his de-
parture seemed to be the signal for war : on the ninth of April
the French monarch's adhesion to the Florentine league was
published ; on the sixteenth of May Frederic quitted Ferrara
after investing Borso d'Este with the dukedom of Modena and
Reggio, and county of Rovigo and Comaccio ; on the same day
the Venetians attacked Sforza with a large army, and in July
Alphonso’s son Ferdinand of Calabria with twelve thousand
men of all arms under Frederic Count of Urbino marched
towards Tuscany ;.

‘While Venice began hostilities on the side of Lodi the Mar-
quis of Monferrato principally through her influence made a
corresponding movement on that of Alexandria; but Sforza
met both with vigour and having beaten the Marquis concen-

A.D. 1452.

* Poggio, Lib. viii., pp. 250 and 253.° 1 D. Boninsegni, Mem, di Fir., p.
~—Ammirato, Stor., Lib. xxii., pp. 68, 100.—Gio. Cambi, p. 302.—Ammi-
69. rato, Lib. xxii., pp. 70-72.—Muratori,
4 Giov. Cambi, pp. 286, 290.—D. Bo- Annali, Anno 1452.—Sismondi, vol.
ninsegni, Mem. di Fir., Lib. ii., p. 95,. vii., p. 143.

&e.
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trated his troops to the number of eighteen thousand horse and
three thousand footmen on the Venetian frontier and assailed
the Brescian territory with great success and damage to his
enemies. The Duke of Calabria advanced by Perugia with the
intention of taking Cortona, but deterred by its strong position
sat down before the small fortress of Foiano which commands
the road of communication between the Senese and Florentine
territory in the Val-di-Chiana. This small place, weak in de-
fences and garrisoned by only two hundred men besides the inha-
bitants, under the gallant conduct of Piero di Somma baffled the
young prince and the experienced Count of Urbino, with all their
army for forty-six days, and then made good terms of surrender.
The prolonged siege of Foiano gave Florence time for preparation
which was increased by the enemy’s failure before Brolio and
Cacchiano two private castles of the Ricasoli family: he then
besieged Castellina only ten miles from Siens on the Florentine
road, a place weak in its position and defences, which however
stood out for forty-four days when the siege was raised with dis-
honour. Nevertheless Florence during all this time seems to
have been very inactive, and allowed her territory to be ravaged
without mercy even to within six miles of the capital : she had
only collected about ten thousand men of all arms under Simo-
neta, Astorre da Faenza, and Gismondo Malatesta, which were
stationed at Colle with orders, according to the usual military
policy of Florence as recommended by Gino di Neri Capponi,
not to hazard a pitched battle but save important posts without
attending to smaller places which could always be recovered
by treaty. Gino had always advocated a prolonged warfare.
“Let pitched battles ever be shunned by our community,” said
he, ¢ because men-at-arms are made like sheep: wherefore it
is our game to conquer by time.and not in one moment by for-
tune ; for in the day of battle no man can tell ere it finish who
shall have the victory, whatever advantage he may have ; be-
cause he is subject to a thousand perils.”
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After the fruitless siege of Castellana which was raised in
November Ferdinand and the Count of Urbino withdrew their
army, now much diminished, to winter quarters and thus this
formidable campaign terminated in nothing but the usual
plunder of the unfortunate peasantry *.

To avoid the inconvenience of & continual change of magis-
trates and with it their variable designs and opimions; to secure
a prompt supply of money for active warfare; and probably to
strengthen the Medician authority ; a decree passed the councils
as early as Alphonso’s invasion in July, for the creation of a new
Balia of three hundred citizens with full powers to make fresh
scratinies, impose taxes, create loans, and exercise every other
act of sovereign authority that circumstances might render
expedient. They were moreover authorised to elect the gon-
falonier of justice at their will instead of by lot, during the
existence of hostilities and for six months after; or for two
years certain under any circumstances. They were empowered
also to divide themselves into fractional parts, or otherwise
appoint boards of citizens for specific purposes with great
powers in their several departments. Five citizens were chosen
to form a committee of ways and means which was not long in
proposing that 580,000 florins should be raised within the
year, by a tax, apparently on the value of property and profits
in trade; six rates were also imposed called the * Decime
Nuove” to be collected monthly; but all apparently as forced
loans at the enormous price, under certain conditions of imme-
diate payment, of three florins stock for one of value ; and yet,
after the recent fall, this was about thirteen per cent. dearer
than the market price of stocks. KFive additional officers of the
public fands were also nominated, as well as another board of
equal number to levy a tax on the clergy and other “ Non
Sopportanti” or untaxed citizens of the community.

* Poggio, Lib. viii., p. 2563.—Bonin- tomo xviii., p. 1149.—Boninsegni,

segni, Lib. ii,, p. 100.—Ricordi di Lib. ii., p. 101.
Gino di Neri Capponi, Rer. Ital. Serip.,
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The inhabitants of Florence were in fact divided into two
great classes ; one registered on the public books as liable to
ordinary taxation and called * Sopportanti” but subdivided into
two parts, one of which was eligible to the honours of office the
other not. The second grand division was into those not liable
to ordinary taxation: these were called ** Non Sopportanti,”
and, excepting the clergy, lived for the most part by manual
labour in the exercise of mechanic arts and the lowest trades
under the general denomination of ** Plebe,” * Plebs " or *
beians " as in ancient Rome *. All refugees for public or pri-
vate debts being inhabitants of the contado or district were
allowed to return to their habitations free from any demand for
five years, and the twenty * Accoppiatori " and secretaries who
were in office from 1444 to 1448 were reéstablished with the
full authority of that important office ; besides which the Balia
itself assumed the power of passing measures by a bare ma-
jority of votes when only two-thirds of their number were
assembled, in the same manner as if two-thirds of the whole
number had concurred. This was considered a violent and
shameful infringement of constitutional law and ancient cus-
tom. * Wherefore,” exclaims Giovanni Cambi, * let the people
beware how they bestow power on any citizen if they wish to
live free from tyranny in their city: by arms or secret voting
the people can never be overcome, but the power of the great
can subdue them.” Another Board of Five was appointed to
recover the arrears of taxes due to the state, which was accom-
plished with great success and therefore probably with great
severity. The Gonfalonier of Justice was selected from three
citizens chosen for each quarter by the twenty Accoppiatori

" without being affected by the Divieto which was shortly after
abolished at the instance of Neri Capponi and Vettori for
every office except those of the Seignory, Colleges, and Decem-
virate of War.

* Varchi, Stor. Fior., Lib. iii., p. 168.
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In the month of September these three councils with the
twenty Accoppiatori and the Great Balia of three hundred, all
assembled to elect eight citizens for six months, to whom there
seems to have been delegated extraordinary and sanguinary
powers except in civil cases *, and the Grand Balia assumed
that of choosing the priors at will instead of by lot during
the war and for two years after. This seems to have been
an unusual if not illegal stretch of authority either by the Balia
or councils, not sanctioned even by the empty forms of a par-
liament : it was however repeatedly renewed by that assembly
and never permanently relinquished until the revolution of
14944 Besides all these a board of five citizens was nomi-
nated for five years to superintend the enlargement of the great
council-chamber now rendered necessary by the numerous
influx of citizens from Venice and Naples in consequence of
the late decrees of those states : this like all other commissions
bhad great authority in its department ; it was paid by one penny
in the pound deducted from the soldier’s pay, and in this manner
by an accumulation of places with salary, privileges, and pa-
tronage, Cosimo and his new Balia multiplied their hold on
public power and influenced every particle of the commonwealth.

It is now necessary to return for a moment to the general
affairs of Italy. Pope Nicholas V. only mixed in Italian
politics as a peace-maker : he was a man of learning,
of literary taste, of a peaceful and virtuous character, more
absorbed in literature and spiritual government than in worldly
politics, and therefore impatient of the numerous interruptions
to these favourite pursuits by the necessity of administering the
civil government. He set no value on, and probably, from his
education amongst the lower ranks of the priesthood, did not

A.D. 1458.

* These were probably the « Otto della mentarj de' Fatti Civili di Firenze,
Guardia™ but Giovanni Cambi's lan- Lib. iii,, p. 45.

guage is very old,confused, and difficult 4 Giov. Cambi, p. 296 to p. 302.—
to disentangle, Nerli however places it Ammirato, Lib. xxii., p. 72.

nearly beyond a doubt. (Vide Com-
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even comprehend the practical value of political rights; or it
may be that he beheld them so abused by faction that they lost
all estimation in his eyes, and he expected as implicit obe-
dience to authority as if they were cause and effect. There were
however many Roman citizens of very different sentiments who
bore impatiently the rule of Italian priests and still less so the
dominion of foreigners. KEugenius and others had felt this
spirit, and even after that priest’s death but before the accession
of Nicholas, Stefano Porcari a noble of high intellectual ac-
complishments dazzled by ancient Roman fame and the modern
exploits of Rienzi, thought to signalise himself by an attempt
to wrest his country from the grasp of prelates and a restoration
of the democratic government. In 1447, and in the Bishop of
Benevento's presence, he openly addressed an assembly of his
fellow-citizens on the right of choosing their own rulers and
form of government ; and though that prelate checked his elo-
cution and afterwards denounced him as a dangerous subject he
nevertheless did not desist, for his hopes were based on the
scandalous manners of priests and the discontent of every order
of Roman citizens :—but, according to Macchiavelli, he relied
ahove all things on the concluding lines of Petrarca's ‘* Spirto
Gentile " which say,
“ Sopra 'l Monte Tarpeo, Canzon, vedrai

Un cavalier ch’ Italia tutta onora,
Pensoso pidt d° altrui, che di se stesso. Digli &c.” *.

For poets being then superstitiously regarded as the recep-
tacles of a prophetic spirit, he believed that what Petrarch
uttered was the voice of Heaven and that he Porcari was the
chosen instrument.

Elated with this enthusiasm he at the public games excited
his countrymen to revolt and was banished for it to Bologna,
with the further punishment of presenting himself daily before

* On the Tarpeian Rock, my song, thou who is more thoughtful of others than
wilt see a knight that all Italy honours, of himself. Tell him &e.
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the cardinal legate Besarion. Rome for the three last ponti-
ficates had been the scene of war sedition turbulence and
sanguinary executions, and although more tranquil under
Nicholas the public mind was still averse to the rule of priests
and foreigners which brought with it a strange mixture of
anarchy and despotism and trampled on the very name and
shadow of liberty. While in Bologna, Stefano Porcari had full
leisure to revise and reorganise his plans and not only managed
to continue his intercourse with Rome but, what is scarcely cre-
dible, to visit that city several times and return within the period
of his daily presentation to the legate. In 1458 his nephew
Baptista Sciarra was instructed to assemble his friends at
supper and have four hundred armed followers in readiness,
promising to be with them ere the repast was finished. All
this was executed according to his desire and he suddenly ap-
peared and harangued the assembly dressed in rich attire, not
from vanity but to facilitate his entrance unquestioned into the
scene of action. After an eloquent address the mode of rising,
making the pope and his great officers prisoners, and revolu-
tionising the state, were all settled; but Nicholas had timely
information of this plot; he surrounded the house imprisoned
all the guests, and hung Stefano with nine more conspirators
untried and even without the last comforts of religion; and
this was the spirit even of a mild and gentle pontiff ! *

Such enterprises although mostly generous and sometimes
glorious are rarely fortunate and, as Macchiavelli remarks,
ever attended in their execution by certain evil. They are
seldom successful because they require a congenial spirit in the
community ; they require the same virtue, patriotism, inde-
pendence of mind, honesty of heart, and even enthusiasm in the
citizens as in the authors ; and as such things are only attempted
or become necessary in times of extreme tyranny or general
corruption, they are commonly alien to the spirit of the age

® Gio. Cambi, p, 306.—Macchiavelli, Lib. vi.—Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 174.
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and ultimately fail for want of nourishment even though at
first prosperous; but the reaction is always sure and terrible.
Nicholas from having been a good man became a cruel and
suspicious tyrant so that the vengeance and executions for this
conspiracy were bitter, numerous, and long continued.

Although the French monarch Charles VIL., felt well dis-
posed to mingle in Italian politics and had warmly embraced
the Florentine league, he was prevented by a war with England
and particularly by his exertions to recover Bordeaux, from
sending immediate succours ; whereupon Agnolo Accisinoli and
a Milanese ambassador were in the beginning of 1458 des-
patched to France to secure the cooperation of Regnier of
Anjou, with the further assurance of subsequent aid in the
conquest of Naples. Preparations for war recommenced in the
spring and Sforza exchanged his superabundance of men for
Florentine gold; two thousand soldiers were despatched into
Tuscany under his brother Alexander, 80,000 florins being
received in return, and Agnolo Acciaiuoli succeeded in engag-
ing Regnier with two thousand four hundred men-at-arms to
be in Lombardy by the middle of June.

But while these wars and seditions were convulsing Italy all
Christendom was astounded by the intelligence that Constan-
tinople had fallen under the Turkish scimitar on the eighteenth
of June 1458, that the Emperor Constantine and all the
Grecian forces besides many other Christians were cut to
pieces, and that Sultan Mahomed II. was lord and master of
the Grecian empire, which ended as it began, in a Constantine
the son of Helena. This did not relax the sternness of Italian
warfare ; on the contrary Regnier’s advent in Lombardy with
his Frenchmen gave a more savage and cruel aspect to hos-
tilities and exasperated every Italian both friend and foe:
for bad as they were, the Italian soldiery of this period seem
to have been far inferior to both French and English in the
ferocity of their military character. One of the immediate
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consequences of this disgust seems to have been Regnier’s
withdrawal to France against all Sforza's entreaties, but with
the promise of sending his son as a substitute, who however con-
fined his operations to Tuscany and the military command of the
Florentines amongst whom he became extremely popular. In
that country the sickness which thinned Ferdinand's army quar-
tered in the Maremma allowed Florence to make an easy re-
conquest of all she had lost during the preceding year, and
even to think of chastising Siena for her hostile conduct in the
war. This was strongly opposed by Cosimo, and still more
energetically and effectually by Neri Capponi who insisted that
such a proceeding would at once force Siena into the arms of
Alphonso for protection and thence would assuredly follow her
subjugation : the truth of this was afterwards admitted by
Ferdinand, who praised it as one of the wisest acts of Floren-
tine policy ; for the first arrow-flight against Siena would have
made him lord of that republic*.

Unhappy at the perils of Christendom Pope Nicholas vainly
tried to restore tranquillity and turn the tide of war on the Turks;
but no efforts of his availed against the ambition and passions
of exasperated or self-interested rulers, until necessity led them
to grant what religion and humanity entreated for in vain. It
was this necessity which finally led Francesco Sforza and the
Venetians to conclude the peace of Lodi in April
1454 without consulting, and therefore affronting
Alphonso. The Venetians, whose richest possessions lay prin-
cipally in the east, were terror-stricken at the Turkish conquests
and wished for peace while the Duke of Milan anxious to
consolidate his power and secure a tranquil succession was
equally desirous of it so that they soon came to terms and
Cosimo's ambassadors assisted in concluding the treaty. Al-
phonso angry with the Venetians for treating him as a mere

A.D. 1454,

* Neri Capponi, Com. Rer. Ttal, Scrip., tomo xviii.—Corio, Histor., folio 404-5.
—Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 153,
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adherent refused to become a party and continued at least the
appearance of hostilities until the following year *.

The peace of Lodi was followed by a defensive league for
twenty-five years between the two republics and Milan, to
which Alphonso, appeased by the subsequent behaviour of
Venice, acceded in 1455, but only on condition that Ghis-
mondo Malatesta, Astorre Manfredi of Faenza, and the Geno-
ese republic should not be included ; the two former for having
first engaged themselves in his service, received their pay, and
then deserted him for Florence; the last because he had never
forgiven his own defeat and capture and the devotion of Genoa
to the house of Anjou, besides a long-standing national hatred
between the Genoese and the Catalans. While the Adorni were
in power he was appeased by a nominal tribute, for he had assisted
them when they were in exile and exasperated at their in-
juries; but amidst the numerous rapid and bloody revolutions
of that stormy republic, when the rival house of Fregosi rose to
power, the Adorni again shared Alphonso’s enmity and led his
hostile legions against their country. The fall of Constantinople
had ruined Pera one of the most valuable colonies and establish-
ments of Genoese commerce and all her other Levantine pos-
sessions were in jeopardy, therefore Alphonso attacked that
convulsed and exhausted state at great advantaget and the
government in this emergency probably foreseeing a failure of
means to maintain these colonies made over their sovereignty
with all its cares to the rich and wisely-ordered Bank of Saint
George which from its establishment in 1407, had sailed on
quietly and steadily, unruffled by the violence of political tem-
pests. Alphonso made a desultory and galling war on them by
land and sea; their allies were bound by treaty not to assist
them : aid was vainly sought for in Italy, and all seemed hope-

* Poggio, Lib. viii, p. 257.— Ammi- his commentarics with this peace of
rato, Lib. xxiii., p. 78.—Neri Capponi, Lodi.

p- 1215, &c. — Poggio Bracciolini % Justiniano, Annali di Genoa, Lib. v.,
finishes his history and Neri Capponi Carta ccv.
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less when the Doge Piero Fregoso in a fit of despair conferred
the Seignory of Genoa on Charles VII. of France. John son
of Regnier d’Anjou the titular Duke of Calabria and Alphonso's
most dreaded rival was appointed viceroy, wherefore the war was
continued with increased vigour until the death of Alphonso in
June 1458 *.

After this monarch had ratified the peace of Lodi he made
a double marriage with the house of Milan; first between
his grandson and namesake, and a daughter of Francesco
Sforza ; secondly between the prince’s sister and that duke's
son Giovan-Galeazzo, both of which were publicly announced
by a herald with great ceremony to the Florentine people and
afterwards produced important consequencest.

Pope Nicholas also became a willing member of the league
by binding himself and his successors to maintain it
for five-and-twenty years and with such eagerness,
that a decree was issued from the papal court for its publica-
tion on the twenty-fifth of March in every city belonging to
the confederacy, but Nicholas died on the night of the twenty-
fourth only a few hours before its accomplishment. He was
succeeded early in April 1455 by Alphonso Borgia of Valentia
under the name of Calixtus III. who began the fortunes and
notoriety of a family infamous throughout the world. But
though peace was made, war did not cease ; for the condottiere
Jacomo Piccinino, dismissed according to custom from the
Venetian service, still held his followers together and being
joined by other chiefs determined to maintain himself after the
manner of the ancient companies ; wherefore passing into Ro-
magna and thence into the Senese territory he made war on
that republic until his army was repulsed at a place called
* Valle dell’ Inferno " near the river Fiore by the united forces

A.D. 1466.

* Paulo Interiano, Ristretto delle Is- noa, Lib, v., cap. ccxi., and Carta ccv.
tor. Genovesi, Lib. vii, fol. 203.— + Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 82.
Agostino Justiniano, Annali di Ge-
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of Florence, Sforza, and the Venetians. Success or extraneouas
aid could alone keep an army together whose general had no
funds ; wherefore Piccinino retired with diminished forces to
Castiglione della Pescaia then in the possession of Naples:
there he was succoured by Alphonso and even engaged in his
service in 1456, when he was compelled to restore all his recent
captures from Siena for 20,000 florins *.

We must now return to the domestic affairs of Florence
which in the quiet of peace and the absence of political anta-
gonists began to assume a different aspect. In December 1458
the all-powerful Balid was renewed for five years accompanied
by a fresh scrutiny, and the election purses were still continued
in the hands of the Accoppiatori of 1444 and 1448 to draw
whom they pleased for the Seignoryt. In the following year
it was annulled and the city restored to the legitimate drawing
of all magistracies and the ordinary rule of the councils; but
about this change a few more words will be necessary !. The
divisions and enmities of Florence were always those of fac-
tion ; not on the broad principles of a national party, but faction
in its narrowest and vilest sense as connected with the govern-
ment of a civilised community, and were therefore always mis-
chievous. While influenced by fear of their rivals each party
held together but when that band was broken they split into
pieces and quarrelled with each other. These factions were
almost a necessary consequence of the system of government ;
that extreme jealousy of permanent power which never allowed
any magistracy to last more than a few months, except when
some universal danger or strong sentiment absorbed the public
mind, was an inconvenient obstacle to consecutive acts and
steady councils: hence resulted the permanent existence of
some one party in the state, the depository of & particular
system of political action and the nucleus for all those of

* Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 181,—Ammi- + Boninsegni, Mem. di Firenze, Lib.
rato, Lib. xxiii,, n. 81. ii., p. 107. 1 Ibid., p. 109.
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gimilar opinions to settle upon. If this party were in power,
its leaders though aloof from office ruled the state, and its
politics were steadily supported, as under the Albizzi and
Medici; but such authority could only be gained by the
total abasement of every rival, a course always pursued without
mercy by the winners. The losers could only acquire power by
a fresh revolution, generally bloody, but always vindictive and
michievous ; and thus every ‘ Novita " or change of adminis-
tration became a serious business within, though it seldom
altered the external policy of the country. National prosperity
was of course much impaired and impeded by these struggles;
yet whenever tranquillity returned and taxation lessened and
commercial energy became free, the great masses recovered
with wonderful elasticity and the state advanced in power and
opulence until war and revolution again reduced it. The in-
sufficiency of ordinary government in difficult times occasioned
repeated creations of & Balia whenever anything extraordinary
occurred, and the ascendant party always resorted to this
dictatorship to trample on their opponents. As the Balid was
above all law, the faction by whom it existed, and of whose
creatures and partisans it was composed, was also above the laws
although acting in apparent accordance with them; and in the
first twenty years of Cosimo’s reign this office was renewed re-
peatedly without any cessation of its functions, nominally by the
free voice of the Florentine people in full assembly, but really
under the glitter of a thousand mercenary lances. It has been
already said that for the greater .security of Cosimo and his
faction new scrutinies were ordered by the Balia of 1434. That
the purses were accordingly filled with his partisans; that the
ancient mode of drawing the Seignory by lot was suspended,
and by means of a set of officers called ‘“ Accopiatori” and
« Secretaries of the Scrutiny” combined with the expiring
Seignory, their successors were elected, so that the same party
constantly retained the government, the Divieto itself being
VOL. IIL Y
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sometimes disregarded, and Florence became a close corporation.
We have shown that even this was insufficient for Cosimo’s
Jjealousy of the as yet unbanished but suspected citizens, where-
fore to the * Otto di Guardia ™ was given full power over the life
and property of any citizen that attempted to ** Far novita ™ or
make a change in the existing government; or who acted in
any way against the state; or who even presumed to find such
fault with the ascendant faction as to excite their suspicion or
displeasure. We have seen also that their non-adherents were
studiously oppressed with a taxation heavier than they counld
bear, and that by this jealous and rigorously executed policy at
home, combined with foreign alliances which were more per-
sonal than national, Cosimo was enabled for twenty years te
meintain a stern and steady course of domestic government,
modified nevertheless by the utmost personal urbanity and ap-
parent equality and without any violence ; for his most despotic
and oppressive acts were sanctified by legal and constitutional
forms however unjustly made use of.

Much of this success no doubt arose from the forbearance and
even codperation of Neri Capponi, and it is not a little in
Cosimo’s favour that such a citizen should ever have supported
him: the former had acquired his renown by public services in
the field and cabinet and therefore had gained many friends
and admirers, but few partisans; the latter both by public
acts and private beneficence had won reputation friends and
adherents in abundance. Neri had reputation alone; Cosimo
added wealth and authority: Neri attracted and influenced ;
Cosimo, in addition, commanded ; either direotly by his own
power, or indireetly by the innumerable liens he had on Flo-
rentine society. Nevertheless Capponi had a party with suf-
ficient honesty to admire his character, or sufficient enmity
against the Medici to cling to the skirts of their rival; but
he was too weak to overcome Cosimo though too powerful to
be vanquished. He therefore was perhaps more really useful
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in checking unlawful power and mitigating domestic oppression,
as well as in the conduct of foreign affairs and external war,
than he would have been in attempting, perbaps vainly attempt-
ing, to crush his adversary and restore Florence to that liberty
which he must have seen had been willingly bartered for the
wealth and protection of Cosimo. His example probably re-
pressed his party while he lived ; yet two years before his death*
a change came over the spirit of the people and disposed
many to shake off the unbounded authority of Cosimo nay
some of his followers forgetting that even their very existence
depended on him, began to look still further and contemplate
their own complete emancipation. They therefore expressed
their wishes more frankly than was either expected or palatable
and obliged him to discuss the remedy with his most confiden-
tial advisers.

Two ways immediately presented themselves : open force or
an apparent yielding : either to grapple at once with the dan-
ger and trusting to friends and self-sufficient power, to new
partisans and even the restoration if need were of some exiled
citizens, to maintain himself against aggressors : or else to let
the new spirit have its way and work itself into a labyrinth
of difficulties until compelled to supplicate his assistance, when
he would return more despotic and unshackled than before.
He chose the latter; consented that the Balia should expire,
the magistracies be drawn by lot, and the whole constitution
return to its legitimate and original movement. He was well
aware that the election purses were full of his partisans, that
his power was safe, his influence undiminished and certain to
remain go, because it depended on his riches, his personal cha-
racter and his exalted station, not alone in Florence but
* Both Nerli and Macchiavelli errone- 1455, as the above authors attribute
ously place Neri Capponi’s death in the political changes of that year to his
1455, but the codicil to his will is death which was supposed to have re-
dated in 1456, and he probably died moved the last and most formidable

in 1457.—It secms probable that he impediment to Cosimo’s supremscy.
may have retired from public life in

Y2
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throughout Christendom and even beyond it. He also foresaw
that those who imagined him unnecessary to their greatmess,
instead of the trains of obsequious clients that attended
them while power was sure and permanent, would when
the magistracies were thrown open to the crowd be utterly de-
serted and sink into the neglected obscurity of private men.
He knew that they could never bear this, nor the equality they
would be compelled to suffer, nor the sight of inferiors sur-
passing them in the acquirement of those honours that they
had hitherto exclusively enjoyed, nor the neglect, nor derision,
nor insolence, nor humiliation to which they would be exposed
when they had only their own reputation to support them; and
all this he expected would soon convince them that not he but
they had fallen.

All happened exactly as he had foreseen; but he pretended
not to notice it, and supported every popular measure in the
councils : the citizens rejoiced in their recovered liberty; liberal
and popular acts became frequent ; tongues were loosened ;
opinions openly declared ; and the lately enthralled Florence
bounded with all the elasticity of recovered freedom. Cosimo
looked on and smiled ; being resolved to let things run to extre-
mity ere he interfered to stop them : Rucellai was the first freely
chosen gonfalonier for July and August 1455. Under him the
artisans and less powerful citizens assumed unwonted power
and triamphed over their late oppressors ; democracy raised its
many-headed form and with all the wantonness of newgotten
power scorned and insulted the very men who had procured it,
as the dogs of Scylla barked at their enchanted mother.

Sensible of their mistake the new seceders most humbly
entreated Cosimo to reéstablish his authority by a Balia but he
refused; their supplications were frequent but he was inexorable
and resolved to humble them. This state of things
continued through the two following years; in the
latter of which the plague and a conspiracy by one of the Ricci for

A.D. 1456-7.
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a while perplexed the community : but in January 1458, public
boldness had so much increased with this brief period of liberty
that a decree to reéstablish the Catasto of 1427 was proposed
and carried in the councils! This struck terror into
the great, and coupled with an increasing audacity of
the citizens startled even Cosimo, for it imposed taxes impar-
tially and legally, and not by the mere will of one or several
powerful citizens. The seceders now became still more hum-
ble and importunate ; they asked for a parlinment and Balis ;
he was still implacable and would only consent on condition
that the proposal was carried in a regular manner through all
the councils without coercion. This motion was made and lost
a8 Cosimo expected ; another and still more abject deputation
followed, but he was still inexorable and resolved to bring
down their pride to the lowest: the gonfalonier Matteo Bartoli
tried in spite of him to carry it in the Seignory, but was soon
made sensible of Cosimo’s imposing influence there: he was
laughed to scorn and retired in anger, and a law passed making
it penal for any Balia to be created, except by acclamation
in all the councils. The Medici however, after these proofs
of supremacy, not choosing that things should get quite beyond
his reach, deemed it high time to curb the rising spirit of
the people.

Luca Pitti, 2 man of more audacity than honesty or wisdom
became gonfalonier in July and Cosimo resolved to make him
the instrument of his will and the scape-goat for any odium that
might be attached to the resumption of his former authority.
Pitti accordingly proposed in the councils the formation of
a new Balia, but in vain: he then plainly threatened that
what they refused in the palace they should be compelled to
do on the Ringhiera by force of arms, and after a month spent
in unsuccessful attempts he prepared the Seignory, assembled
a strong body of troops, garrisoned the palace, occupied all
the leading streets, and certain of the armed assistance of

A.D. 1458.
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Cosimo and his numerous followers, summoned a parliament on
the eleventh of Aungust and forcibly carried his decree. Thus
was Cosimo’s game well played for him ; a Balia was appointed,
absolute dominion reéstablished, the citizens again reduced to
servitude, and the car of the Medici once more rolled onward
with increasing majesty * !

To mark this epoch more distinctly Luca Pitti was subse-
quently made a knight, and as if in mockery, the priors of the
Arts assumed in 1459 the title of * Priors of Liberty!" The
name for the substance ! This was intended to exalt the Seig-
nory above all civic equality and in a manner separate them
from those citizens by whom they were to be no longer elected.
The gonfalonier was ordered amongst other forms to take pre-
cedence of both foreign rectors, which was never before at-
tempted ; and the bold successful Pitti became after Cosimo,
one of the most distinguished leaders of the republic .

This resolution was not unattended by severity : more than
two years of emancipation had opened manya bold and imprudent
mouth and filled many a heart with the fallacious hopes of
permanent liberty, so that when Luca Pitti first proposed the
re-appointment of a Balia he was resolutely withstood by Giro-
lamo Macchiavelli a doctor of laws who naturally demanded rea-
son for this change at a time when profound peace existed and
nothing extraordinary had occurred. If money were required
there was the Catasto ready to supply it without favour or op-
pression, wherefore he asserted that some deception lay concealed
under this veil, a deception which required exposure and that
the people should be no longer kept in ignorance of their own
affairs. *He saw no such merits in the more powerful citizens
that they should, by excluding the rest as bondsmen from the
government, rule alone as tyrants,” wherefore he boldly opposed
¢ Jacopo Pitti, Storia Fiorent., Lib.i°, Macchidvelli, Lib. vii.—Morelli, Cron.
p-19. p- 177.—Boninsegni, Lib. ii., from

4+ Nerli, Com., Lib. iii., p. 45— 113 to 123.—Giov. Cambi, p. 358 te
Ammirato, Lib. xxiii, p. 82-5.— 367.
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the bill. This opposition defeated the project for the time but
brought down vengeance from the Seignory and potent citizens
on his audacious head ; and, as it were to exhibit an example of
Florentine liberty, he and his brother were arrested and put to
the torture in order to have this question answered, By whom
“ he was instigated to speak so disrespectfully of the government
* and propagate words so offensive as ‘ slaves and tyrants,’ in a
* free city ; and what open or secret practices he held against
* the tranquillity of the commonwealth?” Macchiavelli over-
come by the extremity of torment confessed to having intelli-
gence with many citizens whose opinions were similar to his
own, and amongst them named Antonio Barbadori and Carlo
Benizi as the principal. These two were also tormented: they
confirmed Macchiavelli's confession and unveiled so widespread
a spirit of political liberty as to determine Luca with Cosimo’s
covert acquiescence to summon a parliament and establish a
Balia by force of arms, as already related *. .

Ten new accopiatori and ten secretaries were added to those
of 1434, and three hundred and fifty-two citizens were chosen
to conduct the forthcoming scrutiny; these widely extended
selections while they enlisted a host of rich and powerful families
in his favour by the participation of public honours and autho-
rity, showed also the vast political influence of Cosimo, who could
thus implicitly trust to the assured support of so many citizens.
After this came persecution, and eighteen distinguished citizens
including the above prisoners were banished, the Macchiavelli
and Benizi for five-and-twenty years, with a deprivation of
civic rights for all their descendants besides a large fine on
the first named family. The rest were punished by mulects,
exile, and admonition for themselves and descendants ; and all
this as Cambi quaintly observes “ For placing the eggs in the
basket after their own fashion"+. This was followed in Novem-
* Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 87 .—Gio. + Per assettare 1’ uova nel paneruzolo

Cambi, p. 358.—Lionardo Morelli, p. & lor modo; (Gio. Cambi, Istorie, p.
177. 362.)
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ber and December by a sentence of ten years’ additional exile
against all those not banished from the state, and even the old
offenders of 1434 had their time prolonged to a period of five-
and-twenty years after the original sentence should be expired.
Eleven entire families were thus expatriated *. *Wherefore "
exclaims Giovanni Cambi, “Learn all ye that read this, never
“ to consent to the creation of a Balia or the assembly of a par-
“ liament ; rather die with sword in hand than suffer & tyrant
“ gver you ; for in a short time the tyrant will humble those
* who have made him great and exalt new and ignoble men of
*“ no reputation in the community in order to secure their sup-
“ port ; for his destruction would be theirs .

About the same period forty of the banished citizens were
proclaimed rebels and five more beheaded, besides Girolamo
Macchiavelli who was taken by the treachery of some friend in
Lunigiana while plotting against the government and died under
the toxture, bringing down a sentence of exile on twenty-five more
citizens.

A new council of & hundred was created in January 1459
from the principal citizens of each quarter for two
months and with a Divieto of six; but it seems to
have been ephemeral and its precise object not apparent. Not
8o another smaller council called the * Otto di Balia" which
also came into existence at this epoch, and which Ammirato
believes to be that subsequently called the “Otto di Pratica.”
It was invested with the power of capital punishment, or at
least that of declaring exiles to be rebels, a formidable autho-
rity as we shall hereafter see; and with these rigorous pro-
ceedings finished the duration of this Balia }.

So determined a course of policy of which both the credit
and odium were artfully left by Cosimo to Luca Pitti raised

* Namely, the Castellani, Bardi, Ar- + G. Cambi, p. 363.

dinghelli, Belfradelli, Strozzi, Peruzzi, % Francesco Cei, Mem. Storiche, p. 6,
Guasconi, Rondinelli, Brancacci, Gus- MS.—Giov. Cambi, p. 864.— Ammi-
dagni, and Baldovinetti. rato, Lib. xxiii., pp. 87, 88.

A.D. 1459,



CHAP. 11.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 329

the reputation of the latter so high that he nearly eclipsed the
Medici himself and was almost considered as chief and leader
of the commonweelth ; and so high was the Seignory's power
then held, that many citizens deemed him perfectly justified,
after vainly trying to carry his measures legitimately through
the councils, in thus forcibly vindicating the dignity of govern-
ment. Whoever wanted anything addressed themselves to
him; on him were showered gifts and offerings innumerable
from Cosimo downwards; while passing through the streets
he was reverenced as a prince ; he was attended in his house,
followed to the palace, to churches, to assemblies; all made
way for him : nor did he fail to increase this popularity by
gracious manners ; he rendered himself acceptable to everybody
by attentions, conversation, and every kind of urbanity*. Thus
aided and honoured he soon accumulated a mass of additional
riches to-the amount of 20,000 florins and began to build two
palaces; one which still bears his name, and the less grand
but magnificent villa of Ruscianot. The former eclipsed every-
thing of the kind before attempted in Florence, and here
again not only the Florentine but other communities pressed
forward in rivalry to supply labour, materials, and every re-
quisite for the construction of his kingly residence ; nay, even
thieves, robbers, homicides and all other criminals, provided
they were useful, there as Macchiavelli assures us found a
sanctuary]. But this popularity was nevertheless attended by
oppression, tyranny, and breach of law, especially in an indis-

trary, he says this was done by a pupil

* Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 87.
called Luca Fancell who built many

+ Thus Macchiavelli, Ammirato, &e.

But these buildings according to Va-
sari, would seem to have been com~
mencedlong before,because Filippo Bru-
nelleschi who furnished the design for
both died according to that author in
1446. Yet it is possible, nay probable,
that the above historians are right, be-
cause Vasari does not say that Brunel-
leschi executed the work ; on the con-

things for Brunelleschi. (Vide Va-
sari, Vita di Fil. Brunmellesco, vol.
i, p.250, &c.)

1 There were not wanting those who
denicd these charges, and chhnvelh
has been d of misrep

from private anger at the cruel treat-
ment of Girolamo Macchiavelli. (Tide
Bruto, Ist. Fior., Lib. ii°, p. 181.)
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criminate protection of malefactors; yet he was not singular ;
for all who had been restored by Cosimo to their former state,
although they did not build, says Macchiavelli, were as violent
and tyrannical as he*.

In this condition were the affairs of Florence when the death
of Pope Calixtus III. made room for Aneas Sylvius Bishop of
Corsignano in the Senese state, under the name of Pius II.
His whole soul was bent on sending a crusade against the
Turks then a more legitimate and reasonable undertaking than
in preceding ages, for they were rolling westward in a mighty
wave and threatened the submersion of Christendom. A con-
gress was summoned for this purpose et Mantua where the
pontiff appeared in May 1459 ; but unable as yet to effect
any movement he returned to Rome in January 1460
when war had already broken out between King Fer-
dinand of Naples and John of Anjou titular Duke of Calabriat.
Ambassadors arrived at Florence from both these princes to
solicit aid, and true to their Gallic predilections the Floren-
tines without hesitation voted 80,000 ducats annually to the
latter, but by Cosimo’s advice the grant was kept secret until
Francesco Sforza's opinion became known. The Duke of Milan
with a long-sighted policy was not only opposed to the measare
but so fearful of French interference, and of course influenced
by his family connections with Naples, that he had already
determined to assist Ferdinand and had even engaged the
pope in his views for the maintenance of Italian tranquillity, as
more likely to be preserved by a native monarch than a trans-
alpine stranger. This unsettled the Florentines who after
some warm debating rescinded their vote and dismissed both
embassies with a declaration of pure neutrality on the ground
of impotence, the consequence of public debt; but not with-
out loud complaints from Ferdinand as a palpable neglect of
the late alliance.

* Bruto, Ist. Fior,, Lib. ii. p. 129.—Macchiavelli, Lib, vii. Cavalcanti also
condemns him. + Muratori, Annali.

A.D. 1460.
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About the same time Girolamo Macchiavelli's arrest and
death by torture occurred, with the above noticed banishment
of twenty-five more citizens, and this led to a prolongation for
five years of the close election system or drawing the magis-
tracies ** by hand,” as it was called, together with a public offer
of reward to any who would murder those exiles that had been
declared rebels by the “ Otio di Balia.” In this the benevo-
lence of Cosimo and his party may be seen, not that such
severities were singular under the Medician rule, or even per-
baps in the better days of the republic against individual rebels
in times of high excitement; but Cosimo always professed his
aversion to blood.

Piero his eldest son became gonfalonier in 1461, and Flo-
rence was calm ; but according to Macchiavelli it was
the leaden rest of despotism ; for the rule of Pitti and
his faction continued almost intolerable until Cosimo's death in
1464 ; strengthening as that veteran waned and even, as is said,
embittering his last days by political violence. Soon after
their reéxaltation old age and its attendant weakness seem to
have gradually diminished his energy and withdrawn his atten-
tion from public business so that those whom he had at first
humbled and then restored rode onward with a slackened rein
and trampled as they listed on the commonwealth. Francesco
Sforza when low in fortune had promised Cosimo if ever he be-
came Duke of Milan to aid him in the conquest of Lucca ; an
object as we are told much at the Medici's heart not only to
compensate for his former intentional and calamitous failure
against that city, but also because he was eager to signalise his
administration like the Albizzi, by some notable acquisition,
and none seemed so advantageous or popular or, with Sforza’s
aid.so easily accomplished as that of Lucca.

The Duke of Milan's views however differed from those of
Francesco Sforza the adventurous condottiere : tired of war and
with sufficient occupation in the settlement of his own states he

A.D. 1461,
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disregarded the promises made to a man on whom he was no
longer dependent. This was wise and politic, but ungrateful,
and painfully felt so by the Medici to whom he was above all
others indebted for his success : yet Cosimo would never quar-
rel with Sforza; his alliance, his nominal support, the very
glitter of his reputation were of importance not only to his
own family and private interests but the republic, and his last
instructions were to keep well with Milan *. Nevertheless
Francesco's conduct grieved him as much as that of his own
party is said to have disgusted him ; and the more so as from his
growing infirmities he probably felt himself unable effectually
to oppose them. Yet his son Giovanni, who is described as
having been fully equal to maintain his father's reputation, was
now in middle life and therefore able to control any unruly
citizens, but as we hear nothing of him until his death it may be
supposed either that the violence of faction was less than has
been represented, or else not so displeasing to Cosimo. How-
ever this may be, the latter seems now to have retired much from
public life and devoted himself to literature and the fine arts ;
to building and the embellishment of his native city, more espe-
cially in religious edifices, a strange turn for one who declared
““that states could not be held with a paternoster in the hand.”
But Cosimo felt sure that the good word of the priesthood and
the praises of literary men would be a more favourable passport
to posterity than a rigid historical scrutiny of his political con-
duct. Yet with all his errors, and they were many, he never
apparently stepped beyond the ranks of civic equality; his rule
was modest and quiet ; the guiding hand was little seen ; its
force and management were felt rather than its ostentation ;
but he was all the while esteemed as a sovereign prince by
foreign states and acknowledged as the arbitrator or
mediator of every league or peace that was made in
Italy. He bad already passed the year 1462 and most of 1463

* Bruto, Lib. i., pp. 91, 95.

A.D. 1462.
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in comparative seclusion when his spirit became completely
broken by the death of his youngest son Giovanni at forty-two
years of age. Piero, though probably of a more
amiable nature than Cosimo and far from deficient in
ability, was too great an invalid to encounter the growing auda-
city of faction ; his two sons Lorenzo and Giuliano however pro-
mising were at this time only fifteen and ten years old and the
son of Giovanni had already passed away, so that when Cosimo
crippled by gout was borne to his splendid palace, he said
with a deep sigh, *“ This house is now too large for so small a
Samily "

The pope who had finally succeeded in assembling an arma-
ment at Ancona against the Turks died there on the fourteenth
of August 1464, just as the Doge of Venice arrived with his
fleet and army. He was succeeded by Pietro Barbo a noble
Venetian under the name of Paul II. but Cosimo, who on hear-
ing of this enterprise had remarked that the pope, an old man,
was engaging in a project fit only for a young one, did not live
even to see this proof of his foresight. He had reached the
age of seventy-five and feeling his end approach assembled his
friends and kinsmen and addressed them as we are told by the
historian Bruto substantially as follows.

* If it be true that I ought to have so lived as now to reap
“ the fruits of life, I might well believe that I had gathered
* them in abundance, because I hardly remember anything in
“ my past conduct that gives me cause of repentance. And
« gince I feel that the throwing off of this mortal nature opens
* the door to a better life I am now with a light and cheerful
* heart prepared to quit the world. Although I might during
“ my lifetime have easily enjoyed all that is most useful and
* ornamental to man, I yet nourished my soul with the brighter
* hopes of those joys that awaited me in another and more
* blessed existence, and thus it cost me but little to despise
* the remainder. I am now arrived at that death which leads

A.D, 1463.
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* to immortality, and although it may come with bitterness to
* you who expect it later, I think that for me it is best. In
* the conduct of life I was ever distressed, when, failing in
* those sacred duties imposed on me by nature towards my
* country and kindred, I rather chose to follow my own ples-
* sure and convenience, wherefore my heart is now pained by
“ the thoughts of that country and kindred which are still
* dearer to me than life.—I had sons.—One of them
“in whom (if I am not blinded by paternal affection)
“ to singular virtue and magnanimity was joined an equal
* vigour of body, I have lost by an untimely death. I leave
* another, who wants not patriotism nor affection towards .his
* friends, nor prudence, nor firmness of mind that is proof
* against every fortune; but on him, in consequence of his
* inconstant health and strength, the reliance can be but weak.
‘¢ Yet to him and to his sons, although without my protection,
** you, while you prosper, will bear an affectionate remembrance,
“in order that they may not only be sheltered from misfor-
“ tune but even feel this blow less sensibly; and I trust to
‘ your thus acting because I have so often experienced your
* great benevolence and fidelity when the public good forbade
* me to make use of them. I declare, as I hope for and have
* ever wished to go from this world to God's presence, that the
“ thought of the commonwealth alone afflicts me: I see ruin
*“ and devastation overhanging it, so that even if some hope
*“ remein I still foresee that the evil-disposed can destroy it
* (and at this they are aiming with a wicked and impious con-
“ gpiracy) but that the good and lovers of their country cannot
“ 80 easily preserve it. Throughout my whole life I have been
** ever anxious as far as I could, when my rivals allowed me,
* to merit well both privately and publicly of the community:
* thus when I returned from exile, while maintaining soncord
“ amongst the different orders at home, I cultivated and I
* gained the friendship of foreign. powers either by council or

A.D. 1464,
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* conduct, but always with that public authority which I never
* claimed, but which you wished me to hold in the city ; and
** thus acting as becomes a citizen towards his country I ruled
* the commonwealth. It is now unsteady, for wicked men
‘ have been long conspiring to ruin it : I leave to your wisdom
“ your suthority your vigilance the charge of staving off this
* calamity, a charge which you will cheerfully undertake, and
* doubtless place the safety of that country by which you have
‘ so much benefited before your personal and private interests.
** Nevertheless to this hope is opposed that canker which eats
* into the heart of even the well-disposed.—I mean ambition.
* —But the state need not fear even this, if without resorting
** to that violence which has so often been the ruin of empires
‘¢ it cede to the love of country. Beware of this, and you have
* an easy and expeditious mode of defending the republic; and
* you may easily break up and enfeeble all the powers of that
*« vice if you entrench yourselves on one side with reason ; and
** suffer no surprise on the other by the deceitfulness of honours
¢« and command ; if you detest and execrate those with whom
** rapacity can do more than patriotism ; and if you determine
“ to build your own reputation on the praise that men will
* bestow on you for justice piety and moderation.—We have
“ no foreign war; and the concord of the citizens when the
¢ ambitious, (who are the cruel and constant pest of their
* country) shall be repressed, will preserve peace within; and
* then have no fear.

*t One thing I wish more especially to impress on you: by
“ every means try and maintain the friendship of Francesco
« Sforza whatever may have been his conduct towards us who
* have made him the lord of so fair a dominion. But as regards
« the safety and reputation of the community trust him only so
« far as that in your prosperity alone, rather than in your ad-
« versity, he may be able to give you proof as he has already
« done of his ingratitude. I would rather he were our friend ;
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* but as he appears, and really is so great, I would advise that
“ the circumstance of his power not being turned against you
« should be considered a positive benefit. Of what he already
* owes to the republic make little or no account; but take ye
* good care that for the future he shall owe nothing, and when
* you have accomplished this be satisfied. From this time for-
** ward let not the recollection of former friendship induce you to
* give him your confidence : man by nature is so composed that,
* against the common rule of right, he who receives and ought
* to remember a benefit quickly forgets it, while the benefactor
“ who ought long to have forgotten it carefully preserves its
“ memory: and this must necessarily be when both one and
“ the other follows his interest instead of his duty. He that
“ receives a favour and has made use of it cares for nothing
“ further; he drives away the recollection, which is peradven-
* ture troublesome and burdensome unless nested in a grateful
“heart; and on the contrary he that confers it keeps the
“ remembrance constantly fitted in his mind ; and nourished
“ by the expectation of a future and useful return it remains
* tenacious and lively within him. Hence, such benefits being
*“ venal, the benefactor as if doomed to deserved punishment
* expects in vain that the obliged ingrate may return the favour.
* Sforza will never make war for you as long as he wishes to
‘ maintain the peace of his dominions; more especially as be
* is wearied after the achievements of so many great exploits;
“ but that he may not be engaged by your enemies against you
* should be most sedulously provided for. Let him then remain
* quiet, but keep his friendship; because if you ever be engsged
“in war the reputation he enjoys will be a most powerful aux-
“iliary.” Here Cosimo paused for breath and then turning to
his son continued. “Thou also Piero in whom the republic is
“about to place its confidence, since the violence of my in-
« firmity will not allow me, as I intended, completely to fulfl
« this last office of paternal affection, I pray and conjure thee
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“ to preserve as thou best can that devotion to thy country, of
* which, being now of mature age, from long experience of
« affairs, domestic discipline, and the example of thy forefathers,
* thou art capable; a devotion that no man, however prudent
* ever found it easy to preserve. In the government of the
* republic demand advice from those whose opinion is most safe,
* because of their fidelity benevolence and wisdom. Remember
** that if thou seekest fame and glory, the brightest and highest
*is that which the memory of a grateful country consecrates
“ to patriotism : if power and riches, remember that for these
* things we should only be anxious as they promote the public
* welfare. Far be from thee the desire to exalt thyself above
« thy fellow-citizens, because the wish of surpassing them, ex-
“ cept in virtue and respectability of life, is an impious and
« execrable crime. In private life let all the world behold thy
* temperance and equality: towards honourable and retiring
*“men use liberality, which without ostentation or display of
* power, or suspicion of prodigality, may find its praise in bene-
* ficence alone. In the magistracy be thou mild as long as
* mildness conduces to public utility, but severe if the times
* require it; so that all may kmow that the one to humanity,
* the other to fidelity and the magisterial office are indispens-
‘“able. Pardon men, but make war on their crimes. Let the
« friendship of foreigners be cultivated if not detrimental to the
“ commonwealth; and on the contrary, have no enmities ex-
* copt on behalf of thy country and against the wicked. Let
“ war be made on foreign powers either to sustain national
“ rights or repel injuries ; but so that it may seem defensive
“ not aggressive; and only after every endeavour to avoid it.
“ Ag the desire 'of extending the national territory is unbounded
* go let moderation in doing it be conspicuous; and let it be
* done (an important and generally neglected thing) in the best
« and honestest manner. All these things will be most easy if
* thou rememberest who thou art and what part thou art des-
VOL. IIL z
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* tined to act for thy country; particularly observing this ; that
* not satisfied with having consulted the wisest and best citi-
“ zens about thy measures, confide little or nothing in thyself,
* but implore the assistance of Him who alone is powerful when
* human strength fails ; implore the aid and succour of the
* Almighty " *.

We learn from Piero's letter to his sons that Cosimo did just
before his death converse on these subjects, but whetber this
discourse as given by Bruto, certainly no friend of the Medici,
were reported at the time or whether it is a mere historical
compilation from common fame is difficult to tell. But says
the above historian, if while alive he had exhibited such a dispo-
sition as is apparent in his last words he would have been truly
worthy (as he really appeared to many) from his excellent and
illustrious mental endowments to be compared in power and
dignity to the greatest monarchs of the age {-

The striking discrepancy between Cosimo’s dying words and
the principal actions of his life except in & politic, and perhaps
natural absence of ostentation, is startling ; but becomes less so
when we consider that he addressed himself exclusively to the
chiefs of his own faction; and that faction, in the eyes of Cosimo
and all his auditors, identical with the commonwealth. There-
fore when he speaks of ruin overhanging the republic, he means
his own party ; when he talks of the good, or of wicked and evil
disposed men he indicates the friends, or the adversaries and
apostates of that party, such as Girolamo Macchiavelli and the
Benizi. When he mentions conspiracy it must be taken as
against Medician ascendancy; and if he declares the republic un-
steady his auditors comprehend only dangers against that fac-
tion. In a similar strain he deprecates ambition as tending to
the separation and destruction of that which he had raised and
cemented : patriotism is fidelity to the same body; the inor-
dinate love of honours and office tend to weaken ; concord and

* Bruto, Lib. i*., p. 91. + Ibid., p. 101,
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self-abnegation to strengthen the state or predominant faction.
The friendship of Sforza is strongly pushed -forward, certainly
not as necessary to Florence for it was a fertile source of evil
and loud complaint; but as all-important to the preservation
of Medician rule, because a Milanese force was always supposed
to be ready for assisting the politic Cosimo; and the reputa-
tion remained useful after both necessity and amity had ceased.
His mortification about the conquest of Lucca is an apt com-
mentary ou his injunctions touching the enlargement of na-
tional dominion and principle of war; and his whole discourse
must be taken, if ever really uttered ; as exclusively partisan ;
though probably, if his circumstances be considered, believed
by himself and his audience to be just and true. A few days
after this he expired at his villa of Careggi on the first of Au-
gust 1464, in his seventy-seventh year regretted by everybody;
for his very enemies looked forward in dismay to the future
acts of men who even when awed by his presence were so un-
reserved in their misrule, and Piero inspired no confidence *.
There are few men whose actions and public character have
been more difficult of appreciation than those of Cosimo de’
Medici: that he was a man of high intellectual powers and
consummate prudence ; bold, ambitious, and politically unscru-
pulous his actions testify: that he was by nature benevolent
in all that did not thwart his ambition is vaunted to the skies
by his admirers and hardly denied by his enemies; and that
even his ambition itself was nourished and carried forward to
complete and permanent success by an apparent generosity, a
benevolence that alleviated want and supplied public necessity
while it blinded men to his secret rule of action, is asserted.
But who shall discriminate between real benevolence and poli-
tical intrigue, between pure religious feeling and hypocrisy, be-
tween patriotism and personal ambition ? Cosimo mingled them
altogether with so cunning a hand and veiled them with so

* Piero di Medici, Ricordi.—Macchiavelli, Lib. vii.
z2
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thick a veil that even his cotemporaries though they suffered
by his deeds were staggered in the belief of what their senses
testified *.

For all these things he must be judged by a higher tribunal
than that of history. Thus much is certain; Cosimo was re-
solved to be supreme in the republic, but in solid power, not
pageantry; and anything that crossed that resolution found no
mercy at his hands : neither did he ever risk a diminution of
authority by the acceptance of any external employment that
might remove him long from the seat of government; appa-
rently following the maxim of Gino Capponi, who advises thoes
that aspired to be great within the city not to absent themselves
too frequently, unless on great occasions in which they were
likely to give much pleasure to the community, and the conse-
quences of which were immediate and palpable . His adminis-
tration of the laws is said to have been just where it did not in-
terfere with politics, but his suspension of the same Catasto in
which his more virtuous father gloried and which was intrinsi-
cally so just and popular, and the substitution of a partial,
grinding, and arbitrary taxation is emough to show that his
whole mind was imbued with that ambition which his dying
accents so strongly deprecated.

But we have already asked, who is now to draw the line be-
tween sincerity and deceit ? If we are to judge from appear-
ances, and literary adulation, and filial love; Cosimo's life was
one of religion, humility, benevolence, and moderation ; many
were they that blessed him ; none had ever just cause of com-
plaint against him. If we are to judge from facts, his whole
life seems to have been one of deep and all-embracing simula-
tion; of stern, unrelenting ambitien ; and unmitigated selfishness
in everything connected with that absorbing passion. His de-
ception was the more easy because there is reason to believe

* Bruto, Lib, i>~—Varchi, Lib., i° Scrip., tom. xviii., p. 1149.—Ricordi
P 5 di Pierode’ Medici.
t Ricordi di Gino Capponi, Rer, It.
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that the virtues his ambition led him to affect were not unna-
tural, and had he been a legitimate hereditary sovereign he would
have been a blessing to his country and an honour to the age.

As relates to public tranquillity in the common concerns
of life after peace relaxed taxation, Florence under Cosimo’s
administration at least enjoyed a respite from the sanguinary
turbulence of by-gone times; and that the labouring classes
were more satisfied may be inferred from the apparent absence
of tumult and Cosimo's popularity amongst them. After
having once passed the rubicon he was compelled by necessity
to annihilate his adversaries or be annihilated himself ; and
as he was indebted for his success and subsequent support to
a hydra-headed implacable faction, he found himself forced by
another necessity to satisfy, perhaps far beyond his own desires,
its insatiable avarice, its cruelty, and revenge. Cosimo and his
partisans like a famished crew devoured some for the general
safety, but carefully selected their victims. A reciprocal ex-
change of crime between him and his followers became neces-
sary for the support of an unholy cause, and Cosimo saw
himself exalted, a splendid criminal, on the neck of his sub-
jugated countrymen.

He was nevertheless one of the most celebrated men who
ever rose without military glory to the head of a free state.
Fairly considering the notions and customs of the age, when no
means of destroying a rival faction were considered foul as
long as they were successful, Cosimo had fewer personal crimes
to be reproached with than most usurpers; while the perma-
nent adherence of such a man as Neri Capponi speaks strongly
in his favour. His wisdom, his riches, his prudence, his libe-
rality, and his gracious unassuming manners undermined the
hearts of men, and there was scarcely a distressed citizen of
any note whom he had not assisted even without solicitation.
The whole city publicly and privately, individually and col-
lectively, was his debtor; not in gratitude alone but solid

-



342 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [soox 11.

gold ; all Florence was at his feet, and thus he became her
master. *‘ Florencs,” said Niccolo di Uzzano, * was ready to
* sell herself and Fortune had been so favourable as to find her
‘“ @ purchaser.” His riches were great, yet not so great as the
number and magnificence of his public and private works would
lead us to suppose: in the division of his father's fortune his
brother Lorenzo’s son had even a greater portion than Cosimo
for he had shared his commercial profits without his political
expenses or those of his domestic establishment. His nume-
rous buildings raised the wonder of cotemporaries and still
make posterity marvel ; and as if Italy were too narrow a field,
he generously built and endowed an hospital at Jerusalem for
wayworn pilgrims. Cosimo was accused of using the public
moneys in these works, but along with charities and taxes he
expended of his own as much as would be equal, grain for grain,
to about 887,727L. of English gold, and probably to between
800,0001. or 900,000l of our present money. This estimate
however continues the expenses on to six years after Cogimo's
death, a period which was probably necessary to complete what
he had begun.

He courted princes for ambition, not for family alliances,
which were all amongst his fellow-citizens : sagacious and long-
sighted, he was a8 quick in perceiving as he was prudent in
removing incipient evils or turning off their mischief, so that
for thirty years together he succeeded against his own and the
public enemies: all those who stood by him prospered, their
opponents sunk; and when Venice and Naples leagued together
aguinst Florence and Milan, Cosimo accelerated the peace by
using his unbounded credit to drain both cities of their specie*.
Borgo San Sepolecro, Monte d'Oglio, the Casentino and the Val
di Bagno, were either by purchase or conquest added in his
time to the Florentine state; and Lucca would probably have
followed if Sforza had been true to his promise.

* Macchiavelli, Lib, vii.
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It was lucky for Cosimo’s fame that he lived at the moment
when a combination of circumstances began to raise a new
spirit of literary inquiry and improvement in Italy and when
the progress of Turkish conquest with the fall of Constantino-
ple drove the remmant of ancient literature to seek a home
there. He had the sagacity to perceive and the intellectual
greatness to favour this crisis, and merits the honourable dis-
tinction of having promoted civilisation by nourishing reviving
literature with heart and hand and more than regal munifi-
cence : he thereby stamped a pleasing and peculiar character
on his nation and family, and his descendants followed up this
example with equal enthusiasm and far more learning, for
Cosimo though loving and appreciating literature, was not
himself instructed. Nevertheless, dazzled as Europe was by
the Medici's brilliancy, his political opponents at Florence saw
through, or thought they saw through all this apparent mode-
ration and humility, all this ostentatious display of religion,
petriotism, and assumed benevolence which, as they asserted,
covered enormous vices, such as a superb and haughty disposi- .
tion, and a love of tyranny, insolence, disdain, scorn, hatred,
and cruelty : by him, they averred, even while his father lived,
the magistrates were corrupted with bribes; snares were laid
for the best and most illustrious citizens ; assassins who had
attempted the life of Uzzano received shelter and protection in
his house : he afflicted the country within by perpetual discord ;
without, by foreign arms : he it was who fomented the Lucchese
war so dishonourable and unfortunate for the country: it was
he that decimated the community by unjust exiles and the ruin
of ancient houses, and after reducing his fellow-citizens to a
bitter servitude he left them as a sort of heir-loom to his family,
besides inflicting numerous other misfortunes which ultimately
destroyed the republic. Such were the opinions secretly mur-
mured but not openly heard in Florence ; for they were drowned
in the shouts of his followers, in the praises and emphatic
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eloquence of the learned, and in the surging power of his race
now fast rolling onward to absolute and overwhelming sutho-
rity *. Cosimo was tall and handsome, of a dark complexion
and venerable presence, and a republican in everything but his
ambition; but according to his son Piero’s record, which it seers
but fair to transcribe, he was good and amiable in all things.
‘ He was & man,” says Piero,  of extraordinary prudence snd
‘ much greater goodness; and the most reputed citizen, and
“ of the greatest credit that our city has hed for'a long time;
“and one in whom more confidence was placed and who was
* more beloved by all the people : nor is there memory, in this
* age, of any man who enjoyed more favour or greater fame,
*“ or whose death was more generally lamented ; and with rea-
* son, because none can be found who may fairly complain of
*him. But many were they whom he benefited, aided, and
*“ supported ; in which he delighted more than in any other em-
* ployment ; andnot only relations and friends, but what seems
* difficult to believe and much more to do, even those who
** were unfriendly : by such laudable proceedings he made many
‘“and many & person who, from their own or others’ defects,
“were not his friends, most friendly. He was extremely
“ liberal, charitable, and compassionate, and bestowed alms in
* profusion while he lived, not only in the city and district,
* but also in distant places, as well for theamultiplication of
* religious houses as the repairs of churches, and generally
* for every good work that occurred. He was greatly esteemed
* for his wisdom, and consulted by all the lords and potentates
* both in and out of Italy. He was honoured with all the most
*“ worthy offices in our city, for beyond the walls he would not
"+ accept of any. He fulfilled the most honourable and important
* legations that occurred in his day, and in the city he made
‘“ many a man's fortune by his commerce, over and above the

® Jacopo Pitti, Intoria Fiorentina, Medici.—Bruto, Lib. i, p. 88.—Ti-
Lib. i% p. 19.—Ricordi di Piero de’ nucci, Confessione.



caar. 1.] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 345

* profits that remained to himself; in which business he was
* not only a wise but a very fortunate merchant.*” He would
have no funeral pomp and was therefore as privately buried as
filial affection and his exalted station would admit, in the
Church of Saint Lorenzo on the 2nd of August 1464, and by
a public decree was inscribed upon his tomb the doubtful but
high-sounding title of * PADRE DELLA PaTRIA.+”

Corexrorany Moxarcus.—FEngland : Henry VI. to 1460 ; then Edward
IV.—8cotland : James II. until 1460 ; then James III.—France: Charles
VIL to 1461 ; then Louis XI.—Castile : Jobn II. to 1454 ; then Henry IV.
to 1465.—Aragon: Alphonso V. to 1458 ; then Jobn II. King of Navarre by
marriage from 1425.—Portugal : Alphonso V.—German Emperor, Frederic
IT1.—Nsples and Sicily : Alphonso V. of Aragon until 1458 ; then Ferdinand
his natural son.—Popes : Nicholas V. to 1455 ; then Calistus IIL. (Borgia) to
1468 ; then PiusIL. to 1464 ; then Paul II.—Greek Emperor : Constantine
X1, son of Helena, and last Emperor.—Turkish Emperor: Mahomed II.,
the Conqueror of Constantinople.

* Ricordi di Piero de’ Medici.
+ Leonardo Morelli, Cronacs, p. 179. - Macchiavelli, Lib. vii.
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CHAPTER III

FROM A.D. 1464 TO A.D. 1478

—

THE death of a great man is generally regretied even by
his adversaries as the parting of so much intellectual bright-
ness from mankind; his errors fade with his fading
days and his worth becomes more vivid as public
crimes or misfortunes produce comparisons between the past
and present. Cosimo de’ Medici’s loss was thus felt by all
parties : thirty years of successful and absolute power had
familiarised the citizens to his rule, and his errors were so
greatly surpassed by the crimes of his followers that almost
every party bewailed his death. The first of his son Piero’s acts
was to place all private business in the hands of Dietisalvi Neroni
to whose advice and assistance Cosimo had especially recom-
mended him ; nor is it a slight testimony in favour of the latter
that so far from leaving enormous riches to Piero, the family
affairs were in such difficulty as to occasion the sudden de-
mand of immediate payment from all his father's creditors.
This seems to have arisen from the extent of Cosimo’s public
works and private beneficence in which, if he ever made use of
the national funds, he certainly did not spare hisown. As the
distribution of this money had gained innumerable friends and
followers, so did its reclamation lose them; and Neroni is
accused by Macchiavelli of having advised this course from
interested political motives. Dietisalvi Neroni had the cha-
racter of great artfulness, but he was the unlucky leader of &
successless faction, and as his conduct to the Medici was marked

A.D. 1465.
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by private ingratitude it naturally became exposed to many sub-
sequent attacks from the adherents of that more prosperous race.
In this way more ungenerous motives for the above counsel may
have been attributed to him than he deserved, and according
to Bruto there is some reason to believe that he had nothing
farther to do with it than the availing himself of Piero’s conse-
quent unpopularity to overthrow his power. But whatever
Dietisalvi's real motive was, it is clear that after an examina-
tion of Piero's affairs (which resulted in a balance sheet of
nearly equal debts and credits,) and the prospect of many im-
portunate creditors rendered apprehensive by Cosimo's death
and Piero's precarious health, this counsellor had but one of
two courses to take; either to allow his benefactor's family to
be ruined in their private resources while they retained their
public influence, or to save them by exacting immediate pay-
ment of their numerous creditors at the risk of that influence.

Now Dietisalvi Neroni however inclined to bow to Cosimo’s
ascendancy had no idea of paying hereditary allegiance to
his family; and considering himself one of the ablest men
in Florence, became ambitious to govern it. He therefore, as
Macchiavelli asserts, advised Piero who was neither a good
merchant nor a great statesman, to demand payment of the
loans made by Cosimo for political purposes and turn all into
land. Such advice was equally sound either as a friend or a
politician, whether his political views were selfish or purely
patriotic; whether his object were to succeed to Medician
power or restore his country’s liberty. The blow was felt not
only in Florence but with great and extensive evil wherever
the commercial affairs of that city and the Medici extended : in
Venice, in Bologna, in Avignon, and other places numerous
failures occurred, and Piero was universally execrated only for
attempting to recover his own family property and satisfy his
lawful creditors.

Luca Pitti, Agnolo Acciaioli, and Niocolo Soderini were the
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chief conspirators with Neroni against the Medician power:
the first puffed up by his own vanity and public adulation could
scarcely bend even to Cosimo's superiority; and despising Piero,
resolved to establish his own. Neroni aware of his weakness
determined to make use of him as an instrument for Piero’s poli-
tical destruction and then cast him off for the accomplishment
of his own purposes. Agnolo Acciaioli had long been secretly
incensed against Cosimo for some private wrong which is va-
riously related, and he appears to have been in close friendship
with Neri Capponi for a long time before the latter died. Nic-
colo Soderini who when young had been as Tenucci asserts,
protected by the Medici from the consequences of a plot to kill
Niceolo da Uzzano, was & man of spirit learning and consider-
able eloquence : from him much was expected, and he was said
to have been moved by a sincere and warm attachment to his
country’s good. All these various designs were carried on
under the cloak of liberty which cut from the same false web
as that of religion is of universal application, and ever ready
for the selfish use of hypocritical, ambitious, and self-interested
citizens *.

The odium against Piero increased daily and the projected
marriage of his son Lorenzo with Clarice degli Orsini of Rome
gave fresh cause for scandal; he was instantly accused of des-
pising the Florentines, and, perhaps not unjustly, of aiming at
princely rank and seeking high foreign alliances to support
his influence at home. Thus did the swarm follow the tink-
ling sound of liberty until many of Piero's friends dreading
serious disturbance proposed the exhibition of public games
and amusements to dissipate more dangerous and uneasy
thoughts amongst the citizens. These trifles being over, old
troubles returned ; Luca Pitti through Neroni's secret influence
and his own inclination had long appeared as the open opposer

* Ammirsto, Lib. xxiii.,, p. 93.—Jacopo Pitti, Lib. i°, p. 20.—Bruto, Lib-
ii°, p. 125.
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of Piero de’ Medici: he declared most justly that no free city
could for a moment submit to the hereditary succession of
supreme power in one family. The age, the wisdom, the pru-
dence, the genius, the public services of Cosimo were so many
claims to respect and deference, all of which Piero wanted: he
on the contrary was proud, avaricious, and ; from bad health
and inexperience; of little public utility: Luca on the other hand
was accused of selling Florence by retail, of bestowing public
offices at his pleasure, of constantly entertaining criminals and
every sort of disreputable person within his palace, in despite
of all law; of indiscriminately robbing the public and private
individuals under a deceitful appearance of courtesy and liber-
ality, of despising heaven and the saints and confounding all

The Pitti palace built on the skirts of the * Poggio " or hill
of Saint George gave to Luca's faction the name of ¢ Del Pog-
gio; " and that of the Medici in Via Larga from its compare-
tively low situation was contradistinguished by the appellation
of “ Del Piano” or the plain. These dissensions continued
with one slight intermission until the gonfaloniership of Nic-
colo Cerretani in September and October 1465, when the spirit
of freedom soared so boldly over the public councils that the
election purses were closed almost by acclamation and the con-
stitational mode of drawing the magistracies by lot reéstablished
amidst the shouts of the citizens*. This was an alarming
symptom for Piero’s friends but he made no opposition to the
vote nor any attempt to renew the Balia which had just ex-
pired, although the most gentle of his enemies counted largely
on the latter for his gradual ruin without either exile or blood-
ehed. It was thought, in the involved condition of his family
affairs, that having once lost the power of supporting private
credit with public money ruin must necessarily have ensued
and liberty have been established without violence, because

* Morelli, Cron., p. 181.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii.,p. 94.
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many would step forward to.support a persecuted man who
might have calmly looked on while the same individual quietly
sank under the sole influence of his own misfortunes.

This was however too slow a process for the more ardent
unature of faction a8 all lost time tended to strengthen Piero,
and it was thought better to ruin him in the midst of his
unpopularity *. Bolder measures were therefore expected
when Niccolo Soderini amidst the shouts of the citizens was
led crowned with olive to the palace, and installed as gonfalo-
nier for the last two months of 1465. He had however a rela-
tive named Tommaso Soderini, an abler and more practical
statesman and strongly attached to the Medici, who seeing how
things stood, determined that his brother should not be the in-
strument of their fall. The folly of risking public safety by
useless dissension, after the freedom of election had been re-
stored and the Balia had expired, was urged by Tommaso on
Niccolo who without any decisive plan was simultaneously in-
cited to stronger measures by his own party until his period of
office slipped imsensibly away unimproved and fruitless. Tom-
1aso’s purpose was thus accomplished and Niccolo wasted his
time in theoretical elocution : he first addressed an assembly
of five hundred, then a more select council of three hundred
citizens, but from so many discordant particles produced nothing
solid and all unity of action became suspended. A proposal
to investigate the public accounts was opposed, probably with
good personal reason, by Luca Pitti, and the only measures
carried were a fresh scrutiny of every magistracy and the
repeal of a law passed under the gonfaloniership of Tom-
maso Soderini which had set a price upon the head of rebels.
This trial of Niccolo not only proved his incapacity as a public
leader but by strengthening the opposite party prevented any
present violence ; yet preparations were silently and earnestly
continued until March 1466 when the death of Francesco

* Macchiavelli, Lib. vii,
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Sforza presented a favourable occasion for political conflict and
a fresh point of discussion on which to found it.

Piero deprived of Francesco Sforza's countenance would it
was thought be more easily overcome if the connection
between Florence and Milan were completely severed
and as the Florentines had been paying him an annual pension,
but rather in his character of condottiere than sovereign prince,
it was resolved by the Poggio faction to weaken their adversa-
ries of the Piano by refusing this to the young Duke Galeazzo-
Maria, This roused up Piero to unusual exertion, and in an
eloquent and able speech before the councils he not only
defended his own conduct and exposed his opponents, but
insisted on the sound policy of: retaining Milan by an annual
subsidy as a bulwark against the ambition of Venice whose
success in Lombardy he insisted would not only involve the
conquest of Tuscany but even Italian independence. The
other party asserted that this pension was a mere expedient of
Cosimo’s to support his own usurpations from which Florence
had never received the smallest benefit but on the contrary was
compelled to pay the very instrument of its subjugation.

These disputes continued with great heat but small progress,
for the foundations of Medician power were laid too deep to
be easily shaken even by all Piero’s unpopularity : the ““Plebe”
still clung to their idol house, those families who had risen by
and still depended on the Medici were true, and the general
reputation of their party was better than that of their oppo-
nents. Dietisalvi Neroni’s dissimulation wes not as yet un-
masked, but some decisive step became necessary : a proposal
to kill Piero was discussed but relinquished as impolitic at
that moment and the support of some able condottiere re-
commended ; whereupon Hercules of Este who disliked the
Medici willingly engaged to support them by an immediate
advance on the capital. This assurance of succour renewed
the proposal of Piero's death, and the evils that resulted

A.D. 1466.
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from sparing his father’s life in 1488 were adduced in evidence
of its necessity; for freedom and the Medici it was asserted
could never flourish gsimultaneously in Florence.

During all these intrigues Piero de’ Medici was far from
dormant; he watched their progress, confirmed the faith of his
older friends, attracted new ones by promise and reward, drew
even neutrals and enemies to his side by present liberality and
flattering prospects, and left no means untried to secure a mul-
titude of adherents. His enemies when aware of this activity
in one whose infirmities and inexperience were supposed to
have incapacitated him, at once resolved on violence, and life
itself was to answer for such energy. He was first doomed to
be murdered while passing in a litter from Careggi to Flo-
rence; then they were to strengthen themselves with foreign
soldiers and so compel the Seignory to order another scrutiny
and fill the purses according to their dictation with citizens
who would offer no opposition. But during all these consulta-
tions in which Neroni was a chief actor he still continued his
intimacy with Piero, visited him at Careggi, conversed on pub-
lic affairs, insisted that no revolution was contemplated and
discussed the most efficient means of keeping Florence united
by maintaining the existing government. Dietisalvi was well
adapted both by nature and long practice for such deceitful
missions ; but Piero whom he contemned was no longer de-
luded ; many of his partisans had free access to the adverse
conclave and kept him well informed of all that past while he
affected ignorance of everything and by thus confirming their
mean opinion of him prevented any sudden movement until he
became able to strike a hard and unexpected blow*. In fact
Niccolo Fedini, acting as secretary to the Poggio faction, showed
the list of conspirators to Piero who surprised at their namber im-
mediately bound all his own adherents also by subscription ; and

* Macchiavelli, Lib. vii,—Bruto, Ist. Fiorent,, - Lib. ii*, p. 125 ; Lib. iii°,
219,
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such was the corrupt and inconstant state of public principle
that many names appeared at the same time on both rolls.

Much of this was caused by Soderini's failure and the weak-
ness of the really liberal party: Luca Pitti who had been en-
riched by peculation was no friend of one that proposed an
examination of the public accounts, while the new scrutiny
alienated all those who had been or were likely to be rejected
by it; so that in this state the timid the doubtful and the
calculating clung to old habits, future prospects, and the
powerful name of Medici.

While thus determined Piero was informed by his friend
Domenico Martelli that Dietisalvi’s brother Francesco had been
repeatedly urging him to imitate his ancestors and join the
liberal cause ; but though he prized the sacred name of Liberty
and the fame that posterity might bestow on its defenders, he
was by no means sure of them that were most loudly calling
on it, and if they were insincere infinite mischief would befall
the community : wherefore he advised Piero to act promptly
and either make peace, or if resolved on war to temporise no
more, but boldly try the chance of arms; for if the enemy
began, supported as he was by crowds of reckless men, the
whole city would be plundered ; consequently for his own and
his followers’ safety there ought to be no delay lest his adver-
sary's augmented strength should render the conflict doubtful.
Piero though well aware that contempt for him had made them
comparatively heedless and that a little delay was not impo-
litic, yet determined to avail himself of this good spirit in his
followers to strike hard and suddenly on the first favourable
occasion *. :

The fact of Hercules d'’Este having espoused their cause was
not unknown, and Piero took care that not only the intelligence
of that prince’s advance to Fiume d' Albo with evil intentions
towards the commonwealth, should be spread abroad but that

* Bruto, Ist. Fior., Lib. iii., p. 225.
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he had or feigned that he had warning letters from Gio-
vanni Bentivoglio of Bologna (whose messengers arrived on
27th July) which confirmed it; and this was more easily cre-
dited because of the well-known intimacy between the Benti-
vogli and Medici *.

Whether this intelligence were real or feigned matters but
little ; the main fact was true as well as Piero’s resolution to
arm, so that he lost no time in collecting all his strength and
especially summoned a Milanese commander then stationed
with two thousand five hundred men in Romagua to advance
by forced marches towards Florence. On the twenty-third of
August he quitted the villa of Careggi and proceeded under an
escort to the city where he arrived safely but with a narrow
escape from assassination : the whole road between that villa
and San Gallo had been clandestinely occupied by armed men
on the watch for his life; but his son Lorenzo de’ Medici's
suspicions having been awakened he ordered that Piero's
litter should be carried through by-lanes while he himself
anxiously but boldly proceeded by the ususl road where he ex-
pected to meet the assessins. Nor had Lorenzo gone far when
a party stopped him to ask whereabouts he had left Piero, but
promptly answering that his father was close at hand they
allowed him to pass unmolested, for the latter's death alone
was required, and that from political necessity not private ven-
geance +. Macchiavelli takes no notice of this anecdote, which
is related by Niccolo Valori in his Life of Lorenzo, and
repeated on his authority by Bruto and Ammirato; but on
the contrary asserts that Piero entered Florence at the head

_of an armed force, which could hardly be if this incident, as
is probable, really took place ;.
® Leonardo Morelli, p. 181.—Bruto, 1 Macchiavelli's im: y is noto-
Lib. iii., p. 225.—Ammirato, Lib. rious: Ammirato thus speaks of him,
xxiii., p. 96.—Maccbiavelli, Lib. vii. ¢ Which obliges me to rcfute what
+ Niccolo Valori, Vita di Lorenzo de' Macchiavelli says, namely that Piero

Medici.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 96. feigned the having received Bentivog-
—Bruto, Lib. iii., p. 227. lio’s letter; more especially because 1
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Whatever credit may be given to Macchiavelli's assertion
Piero without doubt bad either then or very soon after, a strong
force in Florence and this threw the whole town into commo-
tion: the adverse faction hastily armed, but thus taken una-
wares were hurried and incomplete in their preparations while
the Medici were ready for any enterprise. ~Neroni, whose
residence was near that of the Medici, fearing for his own
property and doubtful of the resolution of his party promptly
repaired to the palace and urged the priors to command the
immediate dismissal of Piero’'s followers and invite him to
bring forward his grievances in a legitimate manner before the
Seignory ; then seeking out Luca Pitti and the rest he encou-
raged them to be firm in the cause; Niccolo Soderini now
displayed more spirit than he did as gonfalonier; with two
hundred friends, three hundred Flemish weavers, and most
of the quarter of Santo Spirito in arms he endeavoured to
inspire some resolution into Luca Pitti, who somewhat encou-
raged by this junction of forces discussed their next proceeding :
some wished to attack the palace where the gonfalonier and

bave compared it with other very
faithfal memoirs which show that the
fact passed as I have related it : be-
sides which in truth Macchiavelli's
want of care is seen throughout his his-
tory. If we were to go on reproving
bis errors we should either become un-
observant of the decorum of history or
bo blamed as malignant. He places
Duke Francesco's death before the
gonfaloniership of Niccolo Soderini,
and makes Piero de’ Medici to be alive
after Pope Paul's death. He attributes
to Luca Pitti that which belongs to
Ruberto Sostegni ; names Bardo Alto-
viti as gonfalonier of justice after Ru-
berto Lioni which he never was. In
short he changes years, alters facts,
substitutes names, confounds causcs,
sugments, diminishes, adds, subtracts,
4nd lets his fancy run without a bridle

or any legitimate control ; and what
most annoys is, that in m:né places he
seems to act thus more from design
than error or ignorance of what oc-
curred ; perhaps because by thus doing
he was enabled to write more elegantly
and less drily than he would have
done if obedient to dates and facts. As
if the things to the style, and not the
style to the things were to be accommo-
dated.” (Vide Ammirato, Lib. xxiii,,
p- 96.) Bruto aleosays (Lib.ii.,p.125)
I propose to follow Macchiavelli when
T can get at no better authority ; but
where he wants sincerity (which fre-
quently happens) or y, I will
not shield him. * * * Let me not be
blamed, for I do not find fault with the
author, whose style delights me and
whose genius is very dear tome ; but
with the things he has left written.”

AAR
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four priors were friendly; others proposed setting fire to the
houses of their adversaries; but while Piero was organising
his adherents he produced Bentivoglio's letter and sent it to
the Seignory as an excuse for his having armed in self-defence,
and to impress on them the necessity of providing for public
safety.

However favourable to the Poggio faction no government could
pass such intelligence unnoticed; they therefore despatched
Bernardo Corbinelli as their commissary to know what army
this was that approached the city, by whom and for what pur-
pose sent, and to stop its further progress ; while by means of
common friends they urged both factions to disarm : but neither
were so inclined and Piero was continually receiving reénforce-
ments from the country; many of his party would have at once
crossed the Arno and attacked the enemy in his own quarters
but others opposed this and Medician authority kept everything
quiet, so that nothing was as yet done by either side. Luca
Pitti and Niccolo Soderini now began to reproach each other as
the particular cause of failure, whereby both time and means
were wasted in negotiations and vain attempts at restoring
tranquillity. This delay was satisfactory to Piero who hoped
little froth the existing Seignory but much from its successors,
because the gonfalonier would then be chosen from the quarter
of Santa Croce where he had many adherents : in the interim
he gained over Luca Pitti himself by the most tempting offers;
amongst others a matrimonial alliance with his family; and
also increased his own forces to four thousand, or according to
Jacopo Pitti six thousand men: in this way Piero ably ma-
naged to occupy his enemy's time until the twenty-eighth of
August when a new Seignory was drawn who together with their
predecessors sent for the hostile chiefs, Luca appearing for
his party, and Lorenzo and Giuliano de' Medici for Piero ;
and effected an apparent reconciliation *.

* Jacopo Pitti, Lib, i°. p, 22, 23.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 97, 98.—
M. Bruto, Lib,. iii., p. 243.
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Here we have a striking example of the strength of Flo-
rentine faction and the weakness of Florentine government: its
favour to either party would have insured victory; but mis-
trusting both it stood anxiously watching the event, and unable
between two angry factions to vindicate its own authority as-
sumed the more timid part of a mediator and humbly sued
for peace! According to Jacopo Pitti all Piero's acts both
political and military were advised if not exclusively directed
by Nicodemo Franchedino the Duke of Milan's ambassador
who had dwelt long in Florence and was attached to the house
of Medici by the benefits received both from Cosimo and Piero;
this and his son Lorenzo’s spirit will perhaps account for the
vigour and promptness with which an almost bed-ridden invalid
like the latter acted amidst so much danger and difficulty *.

Soon after this pacification a meeting of all parties with
the single exception of Niccolo Soderini who disdained to bend;
took place at the Medici palace where Piero was obliged to
receive them in bed, and where much bitter language and
reproach preceded another hollow reconciliation : Soderini then
made one more indignant attempt to rouse Luca up to a sense
of his own honour and dignity: for a moment he was successful,
a new revolutionary movement was felt and the city became
anxious and agitated; an appeal to arms was again resolved on;
the Ferrarese succours advanced to San Marcello in the Pistoian
hills and everything once more looked gloomy. These mock or at
least unsatisfactory reconciliations repeatedly occurred, and Piero,
though conscious of his own strength and desiring tranquillity,
was yet afraid to disarm, while his enemies disunited in councils,
in objects, and resources, were so continually shifting, and so
little to be trusted; for though unable to make head against the
Medician power they still disdained obedience.

Alarmed at these new commotions Piero employed Lorenzo
de’ Medici and others to confirm Luca's hesitation in their

® Jacopo Pitti, Istor. Fiorent,, Lib. i°, p. 21.
[ ]
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favour: he was now seventy-two and disposed for tranquillity;
desirous to finish his vast palace ; doubtful of his companions’
ultimate objects; and hoping, through his promised alliance
with Lorenzo, that when Piero died he should be able from the
former’s youth, to rule Florence at his pleasure. All this was
known and worked on, and he accordingly deserted his friends;
but such vacillation, which had long thwarted Dietisalvi and
Soderini's efforts, became now so suspicious that along with the
new elections it annihilated every hope of their party. What-
ever might have been Piero’'s inward motives or wishes in this
dangerous crisis the language which he held to his fellow-citizens
at the last interview was moderate and reasonable. He encou-
raged them to act in a manner consistent both with their own
dignity and public duty; and, without showing favour to any
man, pass those measures which should be most conducive to
public decorum, liberty, and general tranquillity. He advised
them to look forward only to the future distinction which their
public conduct would give them a fair and honest claim to from
Florence ; and as to himself whatever they enacted, whether to
continue the government by Balia or otherwise, he would ap-
prove of, as an honest citizen eager for tranquillity and his
country’s happiness, was bound to do *.

There was a general desire for repose ; but repose was not
easily acquired in an age when life was despised as 8 mere load
of infamy unless hatred and injury were washed away in the
blood or destruction of one or the other party : Piero’s faction
eagerly voted for the death of the four adverse leaders, but he
would not hear of blood and a parliament was resolved on. The
new gonfalonier Roberto Leoni is said rather to have calculated
his own chances than the public benefit4, and to have discovered
that these lay entirely with the Medici: wherefore on the
second of September 1466, he by Piero's direction summoned
a parliament and with the accustomed precautions created a new

® Bruto, Lib. iii°, p. 257. + 1bid., 274, 275.
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Balia composed of the captain of the people and eight citizens
who with absolute authority were empowered to reform the
commonwealth. On the sixth they were embodied and
their functions commenced, whereupon Agnolo Accaiuoli and
Dietisalvi Neroni at once fled from Florence as Soderini had
done some days before, to escape from the usual and inevitable
persecutions ¥.

The Balia was elected for ten years, a much longer period
than even Cosimo ventured upon, and with restricted numbers;
8o true is it that unsuccessful resistance imparts new strength
to despotism: the elections of priors were again made at pleasure
for an equal period ; the Neroni, the Soderini, the Panciatichi,
the Gondi, the Nardi, and many others were exiled, fined, or
admonished ; Neroni's brother the archbishop of Florence fearful
of consequences retired into voluntary banishment; the Balia's
myrmidons scoured Florence in search of proscribed citizens,
and were clothed in such terrors that even the very children,
according to Jacopo Pitti, began to question their memory lest
they should ever have unwittingly offended Piero de’ Medici or
any of his faction. Many people fled from the city, but this
was met by an arbitrary act of the ‘ Otto di Balia,” who at
their own pleasure summoned any citizen to appear before them
under the penalty of immediate banishment, Luca Pitti alone
of all his faction remaining unscathed yet disappointed at the
failure of his granddaughter's marriage with the young Lorenzo
de’ Medici; which was probably never intended : despised, self-
blamed ; and with the shadow rather than the substance of
authority he gradually sunk into insignificance +. Nardi tells
us, though not confidently, that Luca furnished Piero with
accurate lists of all his unfortunate companions ; and Macchiavelli
that he lived despised ; and having been driven into obscurity
by public opinion wandered through the vast solitudes of his
® Jacopo Pitti, Lib. i°, p. 23.—Ammi- Maechiavelli, Lib. vii.—Filippo Nerli

rato, Lib. xxiii., p. 99.—Bruto, Lib. Lib. ii°, p. 52.
ii®, p. 277.—Lion. Morelli, p. 182.— + Jacopo Pitti, Lib. i°, p. 24,

-
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deserted palace, once the emblem as well of his prosperity as
the adulation of a corrupted people, and finally a token of his
pride, his folly, and his infamy *.

Severity did not terminate here ; a few days after, some more
citizens were exiled, fined, or admonished, and no less than
forty deprived of their arms on suspicion of an intention to use
them. Such was the termination of Luca Pitti's attempt to
unseat the Medici; thus the conspiracy commenced and finished
within the city and the yoke was more firmly fixed ; but with-
out, a different scene presented itself; the exiles, banished
proscribed and ruined as they were, still maintained their
spirit, whether it were vengeance or patriotism, and resolved
not to sink without a blow. Dietisalvi repaired to Venice and
began a secret negotiation with that republic and its general
Coleoni (for the Venetians had never forgiven Florence's sup-
port of Sforza) wherefore he was declared & rebel in December
1466, and Accaiuoli and Soderini in January 1467 ;
all having left their place of exile and repaired to
Venice. The ‘son of Palla Strozzi who bad settled at Ferrara
and become wealthy by commerce, joined them heart and
hand with most of the older exiles, and money was not wanting
to promote their enterprise. This proceeding was met with
as livély a spirit at Florence where 100,000 florins were
instantly levied, preparations for war begun, and notice sent
to the various powers, that although the Florentines desired
peace, if they were compelled to take up arms in self-defence
all might be aware from what quarter the disturbance of Italian
tranquillity proceeded.

An alliance for five-and-twenty years was made with both
Milan and Naples; the latter was now tranquil, for Ferdinand
had beaten John of Anjou and his rebellious barons, and thought
by a close alliance with the Florentines in their present need

A.D. 1467,

* Bruto, Lib. iii°, p. 297.—Macchiavelli, Lib. vii—Nerli, Lib. ii., p. 52—
Nardi, Lib. i°, p. 11,
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to detach them entirely from that prince. Nor was he insen-
sible to the general danger of Italy if by a restoration of the
Florentine exiles their republic became tributary to Venice ;
for with such an accession of strength her fleets would com-
mand both coasts, her armies subdue Milan, and her ambition
look to the conquest of all the peninsula. Amongst the Flo-
rentine refiugees Agnolo Acciaioli alone seems to have sued
for peace and forgiveness from the Medici: in a supplicatory
and at the same time reproachful and undignified letter to
Piero, unworthy of a man who professed to act and suffer for
the cause of freedom, he endeavours to move the justice and
gratitude of Cosimo’s son while he wishes him to believe that
it is not so much for his own interest, although in great neces-
sity, as through his anxiety for Piero’s reputation. He was
answered with sense and spirit and some degree of ridicule,
softened however by as much mildness as could well be ex-
pected in such times and circumstances, and not in the sharper
language of Macchiavelli's more elegant paraphrase *. Agnolo
seeing his pardon hopeless quitted Naples for Rome and united
with the other exiles, even those whom he and his party had
banished in 1434. Here they formed a plan that was near
proving fatal to the Medici ; for knowing Piero's difficulties, they
succeeded in producing so sudden and extended & run on his great
banking establishment in that city that with all the assistance
of his friends he could scarcely withstand the torrent +.
Frederic duke of Urbino was without loss of time engaged as
general of the Florentines and several other condottieri were
attached to their standard ; nor was this speed unnecessary for-
Bartolomeo Coleoni the Venetian commander being nominally
released from that service had already taken the field with six
thousand horse and a numerous infantry accompanied and guided

® Macchiavelli,Lib. vii.—Roscoe, Life ii°, p. 36.
of Lorenzo de Medici, Appendix.— + Bruto, Lib. iii.,, p. 309.—Macchia-
Fabroni, Laurentii Medicis Vita, vol. velli, Lib. vii.
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by the Florentine exiles at whose cost this armament is said to
have been principally maintained, and whose general Coleoni
was reputed to be, the Venetians keeping as much out of sight
as possible. There were various reports about Coleoni's move-
ments and precise objects ; but in May he crossed the Po sup-
ported by Hercules of Este, Sforza of Pesaro, Cecco and Pino
Ordelaffi of Forli, the lord of Faenza, those of Mirandola and
Carpi, the count of Anguilara and several others, so much wealth
and influence had the exiled Florentines and so congenial was
the hatred of the Medici to many Italian princes. Venice how-
ever was undoubtedly the mainspring of this enterprise, for her
enmity was intense against that family once so caressed and
honoured within her walls: Coleoni as one of the last remnants
of the old Ttalian generals preserved a sort of reflected reputa-
tion for military talent which he scarcely deserved, and certainly
not more so than his no less veteran adversary Frederic of Mon-
tefeltro duke of Urbino. Both were men of learning and lite-
rature, both experienced in war, and both too old and cautious
for the conduct of an enterprise that required from either side
the vigour of a bold and youthful energy with rapid and decisive
consequences *.

The result was protracted operations and general dissatisfac-
tion ; but still Coleoni's movement allowed of no slackness in
Florence ; a Balia of war was named and Urbino at once des-
patched with eight hundred cavalry to watch the enemy's mo-
tions in Romagna, where after the reduction of several towns he
had encamped near Imola. The Florentine confederates soon
collected in great force round Montefeltro's banners under Gio-
vanni Bentivoglio, Prince Frederic of Naples, and Giovan-
Gealeazzo Duke of Milan in person. The two armies were
nearly equal and the Florentines in each strongly desirous of
battle, as both suffered from excessive expense and anxiety ;
but the two generals sparred long and cautiously and the war

* Sismondi, vol. vii., p. 364, &e.
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appeared interminable : the exalted rank of Giovan-Galeazzo
Sforza gave him powerful influence, while his folly vanity and
empty vaunting destroyed all confidence and led the troops into
difficulties that might have proved fatal with a younger, less
cautious, and more enterprising adversary. The decemvirate
of war perceived this danger and either flatteringly invited him
to honour Florence with his presence ; or, as Bruto and Mac-
chiavelli assert, cunningly induced him to return home and
watch the enemy’s designs on his own frontier which might be
endangered by his absence. Probably both ; but his interference
was given as the true reason of Urbino's inactivity, so that on the
twenty-fifth of July, only four days after his arrival at Florence,
the two armies engaged in a long and somewhat bloody battle
at a place called San Piero or La Molinella in the Bolognese
state, and judged to be won, or nearly so, by the Duke of
Urbino. It would be difficult to determine who gained the day
for both generals fell back astonished from the shock, neither
of them knowing whether he were beaten or victorious; an
armistice soon followed and opened the way to final negotia-
tions for a permanent peace which however was not so speedily
accomplished *.

The circumstances of this expedition are variously related :
Macchiavelli, and Bruto who follows him in this portion of his
work ; assert that there was no blood shed in the battle, and
Valori says that Galeazzo was present in it4: the Cardinal of
Pavia gives a somewhat different story and Sabellico asserts
that the Florentine exiles never were admitted to an audience
by the Venetian senate; that the army of Coleoni was his own
and paid by them, and that hostilities began without any parti-
cipation of Venice ; withother variations that onlyadd more proofs
to the everlasting doubtfulness of all records; an uncertainty
that often makes the writer pause in despair ere he risks the
¢ Lion. Morelli, p. 183.—Ammirato, + Niccold Valori, Vita di Lorenzo de’

Lib. xxiii., p. 102,—Sismondi, vol. Medici, p. 6.
vide, p. 365.



364 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [sqox 1.

addition of another unit to the daily accumulating mess of his-
torical apocrypha.

The armistice for twenty days began in August, yet peace was
retarded ; for Florence would not treat with Coleoni, but with
Venice alone as the real belligerent power; nor would she at
first consent to the arbitration of one so unfriendly as Borso
d’Este ; nor to the pope’s being left unnoticed ; nor to the grant
of indemnity demanded for her exiled citizens. Some of these
difficulties having been overcome, negotiations were allowed to
commence while fresh reénforcements arrived from Naples, and
Giovan-Galeazzo incensed against Urbino for giving battle in
his absence marched off the Milanese troops to aid his friend
the Marquis of Monferrato whose states were threatened by the
Duke of Savoy's brother. The truce finished, summer wore
away, and the armies retired into winter quarters without any de-
cisive event either diplomatic or military; but in Florence
1,200,000 florins for the war expenditure during the three
forthcoming years were voted in the absence of any appearance
of an amicable settlement of hostilities. Coleoni wanted a sub-
sidy, the exiles an amnesty, to neither of these would Florence
consent ; moreover Pope Paul II. who was a Venetian and
incensed against Ferdinand began to take a leading part in the
negotiation and alarmed all the confederates. These apprehen-
sions were soon realised by his arrogantly publishing
a treaty entirely of his own composing, and contain-
ing amongst other unpalatable things an engagement to retain
Coleoni with a salary of 100,000 ducats for the war in Albania
against the Turks, each state paying a part according to its then
estimated wealth and dignity.

According to this scale we find that Rome, Naples, Milan, and
Venice were taxed at 19,000 ducats each, while Florence
Siena and Ferrara, contributed fifteen, four, and three, respec-
tively ; two thousand only being assigned between Mantua and
Lucca: 8o low was the last and Siena fallen in consequence of

A.D. 1468.
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war, conquest, civil dissension, and the superior genius of Flo-
rence ; while the once powerful Pisa was blotted altogether from
the list of independent nations.

Excommunication was the penalty awarded for non-compli-
ance with this exclusively Venetian and ecclesiastical treaty,
and Florence, at first temporising, declared her readiness to pay
whenever Coleoni should actually take the field in Albania;
but on learning that the Duke of Milan openly declared his
determination not to contribute, Tommaso Soderini and Antonio
Ridolfi were despatched to arrange an effectual mode of resist-
- ance with him and King Ferdinand, whereupon it was resolved
to meet any attempt at excommunication by the threat of a
general council. Paul was indignant and refused to recede, so
that preparations for renewed hostilities were again in progress
when through Borso d’ Este’s influence a wiser and calmer
spirit came over him and a more satisfactory treaty was pub-
lished in April 1468. To Florence this peace was a blessing,
but it did not hinder discontent; new conspiracies, new expa-
triations, and other punishments succeeded each other for several
months, and the exiles in spite of defeat, banishment, death,
and incarceration, ‘but almost without hope, continued to harass
their native country. Influenced by the lords of Forli and
Faenza several were captured while attempting to surprise
Castiglionchio, and afterwards decapitated at Florence: this
produced a momentary calm, during which Sarzana and Sarza-
nella were purchased for 30,000 florins and added to the Flo-
rentine dominions: buttranquillity was soon disturbed. Towards
the end of 1468 died Gismondo Malatesta Lord of Rimini a
man who is said to have surpassed all others of his day in
cruelty, rapine, licentiousness and every description of infamy :
he had murdered two or three wives because they had borne
him no children, but left an illegitimate son Roberto, who was
for the time and country as virtuous and well-beloved as Gis-
mondo was vicious and detested. This popularity coupled with
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some treachery towards the pope enabled him to succeed his
father in the Lordship of Rimini which as an ecclesiastical fief
rightly devolved on the church. Paul II. after waiting some
time for Roberto's voluntary resignation, at last sent an army
against him under the Archbishop of Spalatro; yet de-
pending more on the assistance of Alexander Sforza of
Pesaro, who indulged the hope of gnining that principality as
his brother Francesco had Milan. Roberto wanted neither
friends nor spirit : his wife's father Frederic Count of Urbino ;
Ferdinand King of Naples, the young Duke of Milan, and
the Florentines, all supported him in order to preserve the
threatened peace of Italy, but Venice aided her countryman,
though it is said unwillingly, because her own views extended
to the future conquest of Rimini; Paul however having been
beaten in a pitched battle was compelled to resign his preten-
sions and all further designs on Romagna and receive the victor's
conditions *.

These events kept up a certain degree of agitation in Flo-
rence while the rest of Italy was at peace with a general desire
to maintain it; and even in Florence tranquillity was desired
by the ascendant party, for in the gonfaloniership of Bardo
Altoviti a resolution passed that none who were suspected of
favouring the exiles should have the power of doing so; and
to accomplish this the gonfalonier employed himself in banish-
ing, and admonishing, and forcing to a premature resignation
of office and withdrawal from Florence, all who were likely to
give any trouble to the government, and this by his sole will
and pleasure! The tyranny of faction now rose so high that
even Piero with all his moderation and authority could not, for
want of physical energy, in any way control it. His followers
seemed, says Bruto, more like foreign conquerors than native
citizens ; robbing both private and public property; abusing
their official powers and oppressing without distinction every
man from whom profit could possibly be extracted. To this

® Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 104-5, &c. — Muratori, Annali. — Sismondi,
vol. vii., p. 378,

A.D. 1469.
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Piero’s failing health could oppose little resistance, and even
had he possessed all the spirit and vigour of youth it would
have been difficult to restrain those by whose arms and fidelity
he like Cosimo had overcome his political opponents.

Nothing is more malignant than the acts of a successful
faction ; the spirit of the bad flames through the whole com-
munity and involves even the virtuous and well-meaning in the
general ferment : leaders however averse, are compelled for
party purposes to wink at the excesses of their subordinates or
lose their favour, and party hatred smothers every feeling of
humanity or justice in the multitude.

Piero de’ Medici, according to Bruto; and any praise of a
Medici from him may be safely trusted ; endeavoured to re-
press this disorder ; sometimes by gentle and friendly admoni-
tion, sometimes by severe reproof ; and occasionally even with
menaces he implored them to cast an eye of pity on their
country and put some limit to their exorbitant pretensions. If
they were determined to continue their inexorable course he
bade them remember that even violence is weak against the
will of many should they once rise in their wrath ; and when
hated by the rich and opposed to an injured people it was
rarely that any faction could endure. These exhortations fell
pointless: nay to such a height did the tyranny of this faction
mount that whomsoever they had a mind to ruin needed only &
gimple indication, given by his enemies, as one of their oppo-
nents, to be instantly run down and persecuted by those both
in and out of office, publicly and privately ; so that general
and individual tyranny ruled with unmitigated rigour. The
unhappy Piero, though tormented by unceasing pein, was still
more vexed by the conduct of his partisans and the consequent
misery of his fellow-citizens, and in despite of all his suffering
made one more effort at reform, firmly resolved to put an end
to such misrule either by force or persuasion *.

* Bruto, Lib. ivo, p. 379.
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Assembling the various leaders of his party, he in a eevere
and eloquent discourse, as given by Bruto, and more concisely
by Macchiavell, is said to have addressed them thus :—

* I never could have believed, after all my exertions for the
* gafety and welfare of Florence; I say I never could have
*“ believed that I should now be most sorrowfully yet impera-
“ tively and necessarily compelled to raise my voice against
* those who were once my confidential supporters. I thought
‘ that I had selected for my companions the most honoured
* and respected citizens ; men who would not only second me
*“ but, (and I declare it with sincerity) incite me to aim at the
‘ welfare and prosperity of the commonwealth. They had so
* nobly backed me in overcoming those seditious and turbu-
* lent citizens who with the pretence of my ruin plotted against
* liberty and public good that I never for an instant suspected
“ the time would come when I should have to save my country
* from the wickedness and rapaciousness of the very men in
* whose fidelity I had trusted. And this unworthy conduct is
* the more painful and mortifying, because I had hoped that
“ in times so unfortunate for my fellow citizens, I, (half dead
* a8 I am with extreme suffering) should have had some relief
“from your wisdom and fidelity. If I am now cheerfully
“ awaiting that death which must speedily arrive, it is because
*“it brings along with it the termination of my bitterest
* anguish : yet I have other apprehensions; because I also
“ foresee that then will be increased the vice and inhumanity
* of the wicked to the injury of my country: the good man's
* hope will be blasted; if any good man escape from your
* rapaciousness and cruelty; and the whole commonwealth
* (Oh! how my soul shudders in saying so!) will tumble into
*¢ utter desolation! It is even too true that by the conduct of
“ those very men, to whom I am indebted for that life so often
« perilled by the treachery of my enemies, I should at last be
« driven to wish for a speedy death! We conquered ; yes; as
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“ was to be desired, for our nation's good, which all should
‘ wish for: but it was for ourselves we really conquered ; not
* for our country: and what none who have their country’s
* good at heart can tamely suffer, you in order to satisfy pri-
* vate enmity and ruin the place of your nativity assume and
‘“ abuse the sacred name of patriot! And yet; as if words
* were better than deeds we are become so shamelessly inso-
* lent that we still aspire to the name and repatation of good
‘“ citizens! But what hope can I ever have, identified as I
‘ am with those whose prowess once helped me to defend my
* country and save my fellow-citizens, when I am now com-
* pelled to implore them to respect that fidelity, religion, and
‘ humanity, of which they have completely divested them-
“gelves? Oh! how changed! how changed from what you
* were ere you made passion and self-interest law, and the
* infamous propensities which have deprived you of both sense
‘* and reason, your rule of government! Ere vindictiveness
‘ overcame pity; sensuality modesty; rapaciousness fidelity ;
“ and cruelty humanity! But I must now patiently discuss
“ what may be really useful and conducive to your true inte-
“ rest: yet 1 abandon much discussion with men blinded as
** you are by passion and determined to act capriciously. It
* is not therefore my intention to show (what could easily be
‘ done) that in a free city that knows its own strength, servi-
*“ tude cannot long exist without the advent of a liberator :
* neither will I stop to declare, what is understood by all, that
** private hatred will kindle & smouldering fire under the sur-
* face, which gaining strength from secret nourishment (may
* it please God to falsify my words!) will suddenly break forth
* to the destruction of many and burst fearfully over all. I will
‘“ not argue with you hypothetically nor generally from the
*¢ times, nor from offences committed against nations, nor from
*« the wrongs you yourselves have inflicted, nor yet from my
** apprehensions of coming evil although you are well aware
VOL. IIL BB



370 FLORENTINE HISTORY. [soox i1

« that the exiles have only disarmed from necessity not relin-
* quished their resentment, or their hopes, or their faith in
* the coming of better times. I will not stop to declare that
“ as bitter foes they are intently watching for your destruc-
« tion ; that their ferocity affects not their counsel, while their
« prudence increases their energy and loftiness of mind ; which,
* when occasion offers, will overwhelm you with the very hatred
* you have created for yourselves. They will never want friends,
“ because your oppressions will always keep the city full of
« desperate spirits ready for any change; and as no reasons
* deduced from the nature of the times and the condition of
* the republic will move you, perhaps the examples of your
« forefathers, and these placed in such a light that you may read
* them, may warn you of the coming end of all your tyranny.
« Others have also conquered as you have done, because in a
« geditious city furiously tormented by faction matter is never
* wanting for civil war; but as they, like you, desired such a
* victory as would bring gain to themselves rather than tran-
“ quillity to their country, the gates were soon opened for an
* easy return of the vanquished as well as for the multitude
 to expel the victors. Omitting the examples so numerous
“ in our annals that they would furnish matter for a day's dis-
“ course, I will confine myself to one, and that in my own
* house ; not so much because the fact is recent and in the re-
* collection of all, as for its present utility ; for by reminding
* you of what my excellent father did I shall be able to ex-
* plain what I think you ought to do. What calamity more
* bitter than his exile could have befallen our family? And
* yet what will be more glorious for him in future ages, what
* more illustrious event than that very exile? God assisted
* him in the depth of that misery to which his enemies’ injustice
* had condemned him! None can deny this assistance, nay any-
* thing may be believed sooner than God’s forsaking good and
* right intentioned men ; but that the exile might be brief and
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* the restoration easy, none managed more admirably than his
* rivals themselves. They had deeply injured him; but after
“ he, (who from conscious innocence believed himself secure)
“ after he returned to that home from which he had been so
* unjustly driven, and brought back so much joy to his friends,
‘ perhaps you may think that prosperity made him insolent ;
¢ perhaps more cruel to the vanquished ; or a fierce and infa-
‘ mous conqueror such as you yourselves are become by your
* rapacity cupidity and haughtiness? I tell you no! but the
“ contrary, however desirous the evil-minded may be to dimi-
“ nish his glory by slandering his reputation! To some he
* showed clemency, to others magnificence and liberality ; he
* maintained the attachment of his partisans with ample recom-
“ penses ; and by forgiving injuries (a surprising liberality of
* mind !) and adopting all moderation and courtesy, he concili-
* ated even his adversaries and from that moment fixed both
* friends and enemies more firmly in his favour. Remember
* that when you pardon a rival you provide not more for his
¢ than your own welfare ; because he will either be grateful to
* his preserver (for there is not a more praiseworthy act than
* preserving those whom you could ruin, and clemency and
* humanity are never without reward) or he is of so hard a
*¢ heart that he more easily remembers ancient hate than recent
** benefit, and even then his ferocious and inhuman disposition
* will be at least softened towards the man who showed himself
* kind and gentle in the flush of victory. And as an enemy
« cannot be pardoned without at the same time saving a man,
“and a citizen; you will always act like a good Christian
“in doing so besides paying a debt to humanity and your
** country by the forgiveness of injuries. But if the force of
** benevolent actions is sufficient to destroy an enemy's recol-
“ lection of former injuries and make him a constant friend,
“ what should be thought of those who having no hatred that
* prevents their wishing you every prosperity, are moved by
BB 2
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* gratuitous beneficence on your part to desire it with more
“ ardent and lively aspirations 2 And as it is natural for those
** who love us to become more and more attached by the bene-
« fits we bestow, so if we injure those whom we ought to be-
“ nefit the more keenly will they be affected ; because they
“ feel that from the source of their present evil, good should
“ have come. Now you seek but one object : your own interest!
“ But certainly it is a brutal and evil wish, if it be not nefa-
* rious, and even impious, that of attempting to acquire what
“ may be denominated tyrannical rule rather than the just
« chieftainry of the citizens. However, since you have thus
* resolved I would wish to lead you right: you have two ways
“ to accomplish your purpose: benevolence and terror. You
* may choose between them ; you may employ rewards to in-
“ gratiate yourselves with the citizens; or punishments to
“ make yourselves hateful; but you will never finish, never
‘“ arrive at your object: men will not long remain unjustly
“ curbed by terror unless carried to an inhuman excess ;
“ neither are they to be cajoled by those trifling boons which
‘ are generally bestowed (because even with liberal wishes the
* means are not always forthcoming) to bear servitude in tran-
* quillity. Nor can I, supposing you to be of this mind be-
“ lieve you to be the ‘ Liberators of the Republic,’ of which
« title you vaingloriously bosst in order to claim merit from
“ your countrymen; but on the contrary I can only consider
“ you as oppressors of your native city and as most inhuman
* and proud tyrants, so that you cannot even listen to the voice
* of so culpable an ambition without having previously divested
* your soul of every kind feeling of humanity! But now, what
“ is your object? What will be the end of such cruelty? The
* way that I have shown to you as the most gentle and simple,
* is not palatable ; but you are on the contrary eager to adven-
“ ture on that which, difficult, arduous, tortuous, full of turns
“ and windings, will conduct you with ignominy and maledic-
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“ tions to your own destruction. Up then ; listen to the voice
“ of cruelty, of inhumanity, of your own caprice: be hard-
* hearted to the citizens, insult their misery, prepare tortures
* and massacres, and rapacity, and every sort of barbarity for
“ your country : imprison, decapitate, exile, admonish, plant a
* human butcher in the market-place, fill up your measure of
* infamy ; let cruelty overflow! But with all this you will not
* have made & road to the rock of tyranny so garrisoned and
* barricaded as to prevent your being ultimately forced to ac-
* kmowledge that the few must fear the union of the many
** more than the many the oppressive violence of the few. Alas
“ for my poor country! And yet how well she has merited of
‘“you! She has exalted you to splendour ; she has showered
* on you the highest honours! Therefore, if you refuse to act
* with sufficient filial affection as to repay her the debt of duty,
* you should at least be somewhat less cruel and not commit
“such crimes against her! Now, even through me, this
** miserable country implores you, and supplicates you, and
* conjures you ; (and in thus doing she shows how you should
** recede from your cruelty when she recedes so much from
“ her rights) she supplicates you I say; your country suppli-
*“ cates you! If you have a remnant of humanity, if you have
** any remembrance of the benefits she has bestowed on you
* so bountifully ; she conjures you to pause and pity her! But
** because no respect for your duty, no charity towards her can
“ move you; and because you show the thirst of power, rather
* than the zealous preservation of the highly honoured and
* respected rank which each of you enjoys; try at least to
* merit the love of your fellow citizens by beneficence, instead
* of rousing their anger and hatred against you by malevolence.
* As to myself, death is close at hand ; nevertheless, feeling
* too sensibly that I am not considered worthy of obtaining
* from citizens so ungrateful the salvation of my country
“ which even barbarians often concede ; in order not to appear
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** from mental weakness to be forgetful of my native place and
“ my own dignity ; I now declare that what I am unable to
* accomplish with your good will; against your will and in
“ despite of you, I will achieve by force; and having rendered
** this last service to my country and in my last days merited
** something of my fellow citizens ; in accordance with my past
* life, and with a light and joyful mind I will depart for the
* other world.” Piero’s auditors somewhat abashed by this
angry discourse, answered with apparent compunction, and
promised amendment ; but they were incredulously listened
to, and dismissed from the sick man’s chamber without a single
‘mark of approbation *,

This exhortation had no real effect, so that according
to Macchiavelli Piero determined to strengthen himself
by an alliance with the exiles and had an interview with
Agnolo Acciaioli at the villa of Cafaggiolo to arrange the con-
ditions of their return, but died early in December before
they were completed, at the age of fifty-three. Ammirato takes
no notice either of this interview, Piero’s determination in the
exiles’ favour, or his severe reproof to the dominant faction as
above given on the authority of Bruto and Macchiavelli : the
latter though, as already said, notoriously incorrect in his facts,
could scarcely have invented one of such consequence so soon
after the event; and an enemy like Bruto who lived so much
with Florentine exiles would without reason hardly have followed
and even enlarged on these two occurrences so favourable to the
Medici. *Piero de’ Medici,” says this last author, “as in
wisdom and prudence so in resolution and magnanimity was
inferior to his father but equalled him in every other virtne.
In the splendour and affluence of private life, whether natu-
rally inclined to them or that the times required it; he sur-
passed Cosimo. He was less celebrated, for he had less time to

* Macchiavelli, Lib. vii.—Bruto, Istor. Fiorent., Lib. iv °, p. 38]1.—Sismondi,
vol. vii., p. 372.
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signalise himself, and because he lived mostly with his
father whose glory obscured the merits of the son; and also
from constant bodily suffering which compelled him to attend
more to himself than to his country. After Cosimo’s death
Piero ruled the commonwealth but a brief space; but never-
theless it was so governed that in the midst of the most bitter
contests, although numerous citizens conspired for his destruc-
tion he showed himself wanting neither in force nor resolution
in the administration of public affairs ; nor in wisdom nor vigour
in the defence of his position, nor firmness in expelling his
adversaries. All these things either proceeded directly from
himself, in which case he merits the praise of a virtuous and
prudent man ; or by others’ counsel, which gains him the repu-
tation of justice and moderation, for a man cautious in choos-
ing friends seems naturally to place himself on a level with
them, to take the advice of the wisest and best and to command
himself: and this deserves so much the more praise, as it
more becomes a chief who holds the reins of government, to
avoid inconsiderate rashness as well as ignorance ™ *,

Piero's character was decidedly humane, and there is reason to
believe that he alone restrained his faction from blood ; yet com-
ing, and but for a short sickly and tempestuous interval, between
such men as Cosimo and Lorenzo, his genius has not received
the justice it merited or the praise which a longer and more
unimpeded course would probably have gained. He was learned,
and an encourager of learning, and filled several public em-
ployments with great credit : during his latter years he is said,
and probably with truth, to bave been materially assisted in all
public matters by Lorenzo whose extraordinary talents and
social disposition were even thus early appreciated as well
as the inclination he then showed to conciliation and
clemency. The counsel and steady friendship of Tommaso
Soderini also aided Piero in life and continued after his death,

* Bruto, Lib. iv., p. 899.
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when the youth of Lorenzo and Giuliano required such support
from one of the most powerful and influential of Florentine
citizens.

No sooner was Piero dead than all eyes were simultaneously
turned on Tommaso Soderini as chief of the republic, or
rather perhaps as chief of the dominant faction calling itself
the republic; so necessary did these people find it to have
an acknowledged lord. Nor by the Florentines alone but
also by the potentates of Italy was he considered in this
light, so that his house as we are told was filled with native
courtiers, and his table with foreign despatches; but the last
were left unanswered and the first directed to the palace of
the Medici as their legitimate destination. Tommaso chose
rather to go on -quietly directing the republic in the name
of Piero’s sons as he had probably done for their father, than
create new disturbance and new jealousy: men were from long
habit becoming reconciled to the Medician rule, and would
more easily follow what they had been used to, than cling long
to a new order of things however eagerly they might at first
have embraced it. Moreover Tommaso's protection had been im-
plored for Lorenzo and Giuliano by his dying friend, and he was
of an honester stamp than Dietisalvi Neroni, of equal, perhaps
superior talents, and infinitely less ambitious. By whatever
meens acquired all historians allow that he possessed extraor-
dinary influence in the republic, of which he had frequently
held the highest offices both at home and abroad ; so that, says
Ammirato, none dared to mount the Ringhiera before Sode-
rini's opinion was known ; and Bruto tells us that he regulated
the public councils and from his singular reputation for virtue
all eyes and minds were fixed on him. This may be true;
indeed his subsequent conduct proves his worth and fidelity to
the Medici whose hereditary succession it is evident he pre-
ferred to a turbulent democracy ; but it seems strange that one
so virtuous and powerful and so closely linked with Piero
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should for a moment have suffered the disorders which drove
that chief to the desperate alternative of recalling his enemies
to oppose his friends! And yet as they did continue unchecked, -
we must either discredit his influence, or else condemn his
character; by identifying him with the authors of these dis-
orders : be this as it may, the people looked to him, and he
to the house of Medici, as leader of the commonwealth.
Wherefore, at a nocturnal assembly of the chief citizens Lo-
renzo and Giuliano being present, he expatiated on the state
of Florence as connected with Italian politics; disclosed the
secret intentions of Paul II. to bestow Bologna on Venice ;
showed the necessity of internal peace and union to prevent
such transactions and maintain their own independence ;

_ pointed out the advantages of continuing the chief citizenship

in the same family, and conjured them to place that confidence
in Lorenzo and Giuliano that they had already given to Piero
and Cosimo; inasmuch as it was safer and easier to maintain
established things than uphold novelties. Tommaso’s speech
was effectual, for independent of his personal influence both
himself and friends had prospered under the Medician banner
in the name of the commonwealth : his auditors could be cer-
tain of nothing but strife and jealousy by a change, and of the
two representatives of that house one was still a child, the other
devoid of experience, ineligible from his years to the public
magistracies, and though of great intellectual promise, unlikely
for some time to interrupt their movements: still there was
some reluctance in the old statesmen to bend before the fiat of
a youth; but the conviction that he would act with graver
counsellors and that they themselves would not be without a
voice in the government reconciled them.

When the discussion ceased Lorenzo rose and spoke with
modesty gravity and eloquence, addressing his discourse to the
existing feelings of his auditors he had little difficulty in unit-
ing every suffrage and a general reconciliation followed : ulte-
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rior views were closed, individual ambition for the moment
repressed, the two young Medici were hailed as the leading
citizens of Florence and escorted to their palace amidst univer-
sal acclamations in which the name of Tommaso Soderini was
loudly mingled. Nor did Lorenzo immediately mix a great
deal in politics ; he and Giuliano followed their studies and
amusements and for some time were content to be guided by
Soderini’s councils *.

This assembly confirmed the union, the tranquillity, the sub-
jugation of Florence, and was mainly conducive to the political
balance and general peace of Italy; it placed a man at the
head of the commonwealth with broad views of Italian policy
combined with clear notions of his own private interest, in
which the general good of the Peninsula was intimately blended
if not identified with that of his family, as regarded the main-
tenance of its political ascendancy in Florence. Henceforward
with little intermission it is Lorenzo alone that acts, not the
Florentine people: he now becomes an Italian potentate
backed by the vast resources of his country yet averse from
war and unambitious of conquest; with deep and expansive
thought, clear views, and extreme prudence, his influence extends
itself through the Italian Peninsula and penetrates the rest of
Europe, and he stamps a peculiar character on his own time
and country. But the political position of Florence is hence-
forward changed ; she has fallen from her pride of place, and
is scarcely more than the metropolis of arts and literature and
the private domain of this extraordinary and fortunate family.

High spirit, discontent, and poverty rendered the exiles still
troublesome ; a young man of family called Bernardo Nardi

* Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p.106,—Bruto,
Lib. v., p. 13.—Macchiavelli, Lib. vii,
—Sismondi, vol. viii., p. 1, &c.—This
account, which all native historians
agree in, is doubted by Roscoe because
unnoticed by Lorenzo himself: but
his Ricordi are merely short notes

giving results rather than transactions;
nor is there anything discordant in
these records with the above account
except the time necessary for Soderini
to have received letters from foreign
potentates, a circumstance not affecting
the general truth of the statement.
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with more enterprise than discretion but encouraged by Die-
tisalvi Neroni; having some intelligence within the
town of Prato, especially with an officer of the Podesta
Cesare Petruccio, and backed by a few companions made an
attempt to surprise that place and nearly succeeded. He and
his whole party were ultimately taken or killed, and Ber-
nardo with six others decapitated. It was a bold and desperate
attempt the success of which might have shaken Lorenzo
and his whole faction; but its failure preserved him not
only at that moment but afterwards in the conspiracy of the
Pazzi, by the suspicious caution it impressed on the mind of
Petruccio *.

This danger was succeeded by a visit of Galeazzo Maria
Sforza and his wife Bona of Savoy to Florence on pre-
tence of a vow, but in reality to make some political
arrangements with Lorenzo the result of which was a close
alliance between them on personal as well as general grounds:
and according to some authors, though the fact is doubtful, it
was also secretly agreed that the city of Imola from which
Galeazzo had recently expelled Taddeo Manfredi should be
sold to Florence but that afterwards Pope Sixtus IV becom-
ing aware of this resolved to defeat the bargain. Eager for the
aggrandisement of his family, the Pontiff hastened before its
conclusion to propose a marriage between Girolamo Riario a
reputed nephew and the more celebrated Caterina Sforza
natural daughter of Galeazzo, with Imola for her portion. This
exasperated Lorenzo and his faction who thus saw a city filched
from their grasp on which they had counted for extending the
republican influence in Romagna ; and it was also believed to
be one of the chief causes of that quarrel with Sixtus IV which
concluded so tragically in the conspiracy of the Pazzi. Another
object of this visit, besides the useless display of barbaric pomp

A.D. 1470.

A.D. 1471.

. lliruto, Lib. v., p. 43.— Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 106.—Lionard. Morelli,
p- 186.
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and splendour that accompanied it, was the securing of
Florentine support against King Ferdinand of Naples with
whom Galeazzo had recently quarrelled and was preparing to
make war *,

The death of Borso d'Este who had just been created Duke
of Ferrara by Paul II. and the decease of that pontiff in July
1471, made some change in the aspect of Italian affairs; for
the former was celebrated for virtues that not only spread hap-
piness amongst his own subjects but became a proverb in men's
mouths, and often led to the peace of Italy; and the latter was
succeeded by Francesco della Rovere Cardinal of San Pietro in
Vincula under the name of Sixtus IV. a man who materially
influenced the destinies of Florence. To congratulate him an
embassy consisting of Lorenzo de’ Medici, Agnolo della Stuffa,
Buongianni Gianfiglazzi, Domenico Martelli, Piero Minerbetti
and Donato Acciaioli ; all leading citizens ; was despatched to
Rome and received by Sixtus with marked distinction, which
was not only shown in public honours and private attentions
but by conferring upon Lorenzo more solid marks of gra
ciousness and esteem. The administrators of his bank at Rome
were made treasurers of the holy see; he received a lease of
the lucrative alum mines of La Tolfa in the pontifical state ;
his brother Giuliano was promised a cardinal’s hat, the subse-
quent refusal of which was said to be one cause of their quarrel,
and many precious objects of antiquity were bestowed upon him.
amongst them the busts of Agrippa and Augustus Ceesar. From
the excessive nepotism of Pope Sixtus IV it is certain that
all this kindness was not lavished on Lorenzo without some
ulterior view, for the latter's public and personal character
were as yet comparatively unknown, and only his prospective
power and political influence in Florence could call for these
unusual marks of attentiont.

* Bruto, Lib. v., p. 69, &.—Ammi- —Ricordi di Lorenzo.—Bruto, Lib. v.,
rato, Lib. xxiii., p. 109. p- 69.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 109.
4 Platina, Vite dei Pontefici, p. 468.
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One of the earliest measures of 1472 was to reduce the trade
corporations back to their ancient number of twenty-
one for they had been diminished to twelve in some
of the various changes and reforms of Florentine institutions,
though so important an alteration is apparently unnoticed by
any author but Lionardo Morelli and Ammirato and by
them only incidentally while relating the fact of their reéstab-
lishment *. Nothing perhaps tends more directly to show the
quiescent state of Florence and its complete obedience to the
Medici than this incident which a century before would have
been attended by violence and revolution; and though we are
not told when or by whom this was effected there is no doubt
of its having been under their immediate influence.

More proscriptions followed this act, and then all eyes were
attracted towards Volterra, where after many years of perfect
submission, a rebellion suddenly burst forth as from an extinct
volcano, and startled the Florentine republic. The cause was as
follows. In the preceding year Benuccio de’ Capacci of Siena
asked permission of the municipality of Volterra which was
locally independent of Florence to work the alum mines then
recently discovered in their territory: this permission with
some opposition on account of legal or constitutional informality
was at last accorded and three Florentines, namely a Capponi,
a Giunti, and a Boninsegni were associated with Benuccio in
the speculation. There also seems good reason to believe that
Lorenzo de’ Medici was taken into partnership after the first
disagreements and while solicited in his public character to
settle the dispute : he had the bad taste to accept this task and
thus became both judge and party in the cause: whether this
partnership remained secret or open we are not informed but
there seems to have been no objection made by Volterra to his
arbitration. Disputes had been maintained from the beginning
between the company and the Seignory of Volterra; the first

A.D. 1472

¢ Lion. Morelli, p. 189.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii., p. 110.
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asserting the validity of their grant, the second declaring it
illegal and null from informality and the negligence of their
official predecessors. The speculation was doubtful; alum
until the time of Pius II, as we are told, was not known and
believed not to exist in Italy; the discovery in that pontiff's
reign of the rich mines of La Tolfa and afterwards those of
Montione* near Massa Maritims, (if indeed the latter were not
previously known) destroyed this illusion, and the extensive
use of this mineral in the Florentine manufactories afforded
great encouragement to the enterprise. Its success probably
made the community of Volterra dissatisfied with their bargain
and caused the quarrels, for we find that the company weary
of constant altercation offered, apparently by Lorenzo's advice
to compound for a higher rent; negotiations began on this
basis but were soon broken off in arranging details. The
people of Volterra then drove their adversaries from the
mines ; this displeased Lorenzo and the Florentines, who sent
officers to reinstate them; but even these were opposed by the
angry citizens and nothing more was effected. The Florentine
podestd exerted his authority to subdue this insubordinate
spirit, when a furious insurrection followed with the massacre
and expulsion of many belonging to the company and their
adherents; a committee of government was instantly appointed
and the usual fierce persecutions of civil discord and party-
hatred ensued. Nevertheless order was so far maintained that
the whole case was referred, perhaps for the second time, to
Florence and in the beginning of February Lorenzo de’
Medici accepted the office of judge in his own cause; but the
citizens of Volterra probably doubtful of justice from such a

* These mines after a long respite were one season (eight months) from three
reopened in 1803 by Napoleon's sister hundred and sixty to four hundred
Eliza and soon employed many hun- thousand lbs. troy which is packed in
dred people : now the price of alum is casks and sent to Leghorn for exporta-
low (1834) and about forty people are tion. (Extract from theauthor’s Jowr-
at work who excavate and crystalize in nal, 1834.)
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quarter though their leaders had accepted him, would not wait
for his judgment and according to their historian Cecena at
once broke out into open rebellion : Macchiavelli says that it
was after a decision of the Florentines against them, and thereis
some reason to believe that there might have been two decisions
before the final rupture : however this may be, Volterra on the
twenty-seventh of April 1472, after forty-three years of tran-
quil obedience again revolted.

In a warm discussion at Florence it was decided at the
instance of Lorenzo (who wanted to strike terror by extreme
severity, and against the wishes of Soderini) to hear no excuses
and at once reduce the insurgents by force of arms. Frederic
of Urbino was again called to the military command ; 100,000
florins were voted for the war; an extraordinary Balia of
twenty leading citizens was nemed to conduct it *; from six
to twelve thousand men were quickly in the field, and towards
the middle of May Volterra found itself invested on every side
with only about & thousand insubordinate mercenaries enlisted
in its service $.

The result was a short and weak defence and a capitulation
which being broken by the misconduct of a single soldier
others soon followed the example, insubordination became
contagious and Volterra was exposed for a whole day to all
the horrors of a storm : slaughter rapine and violation over-
spread the town, and penetrated even to the convents and
most sacred places, both friend and foe uniting in one headlong
course of unmitigated outrage and devastation. This enterprise

* They were Luca Pitti, Giannozzo
Pitti, Antonio Ridolfi, Jacopo Guicci~
ardini, Giov. Serristori, Girolamo Mo-
relli, Piero Minerbetti, Nicolo Fedini,
Jacopo de’ Pazzi, Loreuzo de’ Medici,
Tommaso8oderini, Gio. Cangiani, Ber-
nardo Corbinelli, Bern®, del Nero, Ru-
berto Lioni, Bongianni Gianfigliazzi,
Lionardi Bartolini, Agnolo della Stufa,

Antonio di Puccio, and Bartolomeo
del Troscio.—These were the leading
and most powerful citizens of the Me-
dician faction. (Vide Ammirato, Lib,
xxiii., p. 110.)

+ Bruto, Lib. v., p. 90, and Note 13.
—Ammirato, Lib. xxiii.,, p. 110.—
Sismondi, vol. viii., p. 9.
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being deemed entirely the work of Lorenzo procured for him
deep curses from the vanquished people while it exalted his
reputation amongst his own for success in those days covered
every iniquity and suffering humanity met with scanty com-
miseration. But when Soderini was asked what he had now
to object, as Volterra was gained? *To me,” replied Tom-
maso, “it seems lost; for had you acquired it by negotiation
“you would have got utility and security; but now you must
““hold it by force, and therefore will only derive weakness and
* vexation in war, and in peace injury and expense.” As a com-
ment on this the Bishop of Volterra's palace was demolished and
a citadel erected in its place which for a long time was the only
tie by which that unfortunate city remained united to Florence *.

Nothing remarkable signalised the year 1473 except a reso-
AD. 1473 lution to nominate fresh accoppiatori every year, in

"7 order to secure the governing power in the hands of
confidential persons and the exhibition of extreme commer-
cial jealousy by outlawing & certain Florentine cloth manufac-
turer for refusing to discontinue the teaching of his trade in
Naples where he had settled for that purpose .

But though all was quiet at home symptoms of coming
uneasiness began to show themselves elsewhere: the pope,
himself of an ambitious unquiet nature, was governed by more
unquiet and ambitious sons under the usual appellation of
nephews, and became eager to advance them : anxious also to
hold the ecclesiastical fiefs in obedience he had plundered the
rebellious Spoleto and turned his arms against Citta di Castello
then governed by Niccolé Vitelli, who had also shown symp-
toms of restiveness. Vitelli was in alliance with Lorenzo de’
Medici from whom as well as Galeazzo of Milan he
received assistance which though insufficient to save
him laid, along with other things, the foundation of that enmity

A.D. 1474.

¢ Bruto, Lib. v, p. 109..—Ammirato, + Ammirato, Lib. xxiii,, p. 112, —
Lib. xxiii., p. 111.— Macchiavelli, Lion. Morelli, p. 190.
Lib, vii.
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between Sixtus and the Medici which terminated so unfor-
tunately *. This enmity would not have long remained hidden
if the pope's son Piero Riario cardinal of San Sisto had lived :
he was a bold intriguing licentious man, magnificent in every-
thing, and possessing great influence over his father who
amongst numerous other benefices had given him the arch-
bishopric of Florence. Piero died suddenly at Rome not without
suspicion of having been poisoned by the Venetians who feared
the power of Sixtus when directed by such mind and energy.
The death of this prince for a while relaxed the pontiff’s acti-
vity; but Florence became suspicious at seeing him in close
friendship with the King of Naples and in order to be prepared
renewed her league with Milan and Venice for five-and-twenty
years leaving a place for Sixtus and Ferdinand if they pleased
to join. They however kept aloof and appointing Count Fre-
deric of Montefeltro, soon after created Duke of Urbino, as
their general, held a separate policy: thus Italy was divided
into two factions between whioh daily causes of enmity were
occurring ; one was the desire of Ferdinand to possess himself
of Cyprus then in the power of Venice, by marrying
his illegitimate son to the natural daughter of the
late king. Nothing however occurred of importance until the
month of December 1476 when all Italy was startled by the
intelligence of Galeazzo Maria Sforza's assassination AD, 1478
in the church of San Stefano. This discomposed Flo- =~
rence because the young Duke Gian Galeazzo Maria was but
eight years old and his uncles, particularly Lodovico the Moor,
ambitious restless and unscrupulous. Except by an unsuccess-
ful attempt of Carlo da Montone, son of the celebrated
Braccio, to possess himself of Perugia with the secret
connivance of Florence, and his ravaging the Senese country
until again quieted by the Florentines, the peace of Italy con-

A.D. 1475.

A.D. 1478.

® Ammimato, Lib, xxiii., p. 113.— Macchiavelli, Lib, vii. ~ Murateri,
Anno 1474.
VOL. IIL ccC
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tinued undisturbed until 1478, when the famous conspiracy of
the Pazzi broke its slumbers.

Corrurorary Moxarcas,—England: Edward IV.—Scotland : James IIL
—France : Louis XI.—Castile : Henry IV. and Alphonso struggling for the
crown; Alphonse dies in 1468 ; Henry in 1474 ; then his sister Isabells, who
married Ferdinand of Aragon in 1469 succeeds to the throne of Castile.—~ Aragon :
Jobn II. (King of Navarre) from 1458 to 1479 ; then Ferdinand; union of
Caatile and Aragon in 1479, under Ferdinand I1. «nd Isbella; inquisition in-
troduced in 1480—Portugal : Alphonso V.—Burgundy: Philip the Good to
1467, then Charles the Bold to 1477, then his daughter Maria who married
Maximilian of Austria in 1477.—German Emperor : Frederic IF1.— Naples:
Ferdinand.—Sicily and Sardinis provinces of Aragen in 1460.—Popes: Paul 11
to 1471 ; Sixtus IV.—Ottoman Empire : Mahomet 1I.

.
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CHAPTER 1V.

FROM A.D. 1478 TO A.D. 1481.

——nc—

‘WaILE the Medici were contented to remain as simple citizens
with more extensive influence and aunthority than the rest of
their countrymen, the adverse families could fearlessly
and legitimately oppose them either in council or in
arms ; and the supreme magistracy being to a certain extent free,
it was not until one party had completely gained the ascendant
that their opponents had any personal cause of alarm: it was
an open struggle of faction against faction for supremacy with-
out treason sgainst the government. But after Piero’s vic-
tory in 1466 when the sovereign authority became restricted
and placed completely in the hands of his family by the dic-
tatorial power of a Bali, and then by the still narrower council
of five Accoppiatori, who as will be hereafter seen had the privi-
lege of choosing the priors and gonfalonier without consulting
any body: when therefore supreme power thus fell into the
hands of the Medici, it was no longer an equal struggle or a
safe opposition : the forms of a republic remained, but the sub-
stance was absolute monarchy. The connection between the
citizens and that family then lost its balance; freedom and
oquality mouldered away; the garb was indeed there but it
covered a skeleton. Those who saw clearly through the illusive
veil and mourned their fallen hopes were filled with anger;
with jealousy, with every selfish emotion generated by disap
pointed ambition ; some few perhaps with real sorrow for their
country’s wrongs and shame for her present degradation. They

©c?

A.D, 1478.
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had either to suffer in patience; plunge into open war with
foreign aid ; or remove the obnoxious family by secret conspiracy
and assassination. For the first their republican spirit was
still too high and buoyant ; the inefficacy of the second taken
by itself had been recently demonstrated ; wherefore the third,
or if possible & combination of these two, was the only expe-
dient that remained to vindicate the country and avenge their
private injuries. The murder of rulers is always a difficult
exploit and rarely attended with any benefit when the deed is
private; that is, when the act of an individual or a faction. If
it do not succeed the tyrant is doubly armed and strengthened:
if it do, a single man or set.of men is removed, but the people
are not more free, for liberty neither sits on the dagger's point,
nor lurks within the poisoned bowl.

¢ 'Who loves her must first be wise and good.”

But when tyrants are openly brought to the scaffold and fall
by the solemn act of a nation; howsoever private feeling
and private judgment may condemn the deed and pity the
offender, there is yet a halo of majestic justice about the pro-
ceeding; a scorn of concealment; a noble avowal of the bold
and lofty spirit of freedom that almost sanctifies the oblation
while the unhappy fortune of the victim is deplored! Such
examples are felt in distant times and climes; they are high
and solemn warnings to the human race ; and while vindicating
the dignity and rights of man they serve as beacons for both
prince and people to beware of. If a whole nation be imbued
with the true spirit of liberty, and not licence; it will burst
forth like a summer's sun : if not, the death of a tyrant will
never bring it. Cesar’s gave no liberty to Rome.

The Medici had purchased Florentine independence with a
price, wherefore they assumed a right to dispose of it as they
listed and mould the constitution to their will : they accordingly
changed the provisional authority of the Balia into permanent




cuaP. 1v. ] FLORENTINE HISTORY. 389

power by constant renewals, and this office being placed above
all law governed without law, according to the pleasure of the
dominant family. Summary condemnations, excessive and
arbitrary taxation, retrospective and aggravated punishments
inflicted on old offenders without new offences, and an uncon-
trolled expenditure of public money, were amongst the many
despotic acts of Medician oligarchy. A hundred thousand
florins from the public treasury saved Lorenzo’s banking esta-
blishment at Bruges, and divers sums to other Medician houses
were applied in various ways by public peculation to support
the credit and supply the wants of that family; for Lorenzo
and Giulieno apparently without having been initiated into
business continued the extensive money trade of their grand-
father unsupported by his skill or experience, and hence arose
the disorder: but this assistance occurred at a somewhat later
period and more than two years after the death of the latter
Medici*.

Lorenzo and his brother, even independent of the powerful
aid of Tommaso Soderini, had not nor were they likely to have
much disturbance in their government; not only because of the
multitude of citizens who were flourishing under their auspices
and who had been raised through their favour, but also from the
numbers still in exile from a want of union in their remaining
opposers, and the slender following which any one of them could
bring single-handed to withstand so long established an autho-
rity. Besides which the great body of citizens, though often
forced by factious violence into the vortex of civil commo-
tion, was still more keenly intent on private traffic and not
unwilling to keep aloof from disturbancet. The Pazzi at this
moment were perhaps the only family in Florence that trod
closely on the heels of the Medici, for Luca Pitti, although

® Jacopo Nardi, Lib. i% p. 13.— Ja- diti Toscani, p. 1—3.— Sismondi, vol.
como Pitti, Ist. Fioren., Lib. i°, p. 25. viii y p. 57.

— Ammirato, Lib. xxiv., p. 145.—Gio. + Jacomo Pitti, Istor. Fiorent, Lih,
Cambi, vol. xxi., Delizie degli Eru- i°, p. 24,
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we find his name in the Balia appointed for the expedition
against Volterra, had lost all public influence and was moreover
too old for political struggles.

The Medician party was now apparently composed of all
the ancient popolani who had shared the fortunes of, and de-
pended on that family for their present greatness; almost all
the men of letters, poets, and artists who frequented the
Medician halls and enjoyed their friendship or patronage; and
finally of all the lower classes of both citizens and “ Plebe ™
who since the days of Balvestro and Vieri had clung faith-
fully to their house; a strong presumption that apart from
political intrigue and personal ambition, there must have been
some substantial good, whatever might have been the secret
motives of that able and designing rece. It might have been,
and perhaps to a great degree was the result of a deep laid
policy ; but happy should that country be where the prosperity
of the humbler but more numerous classes is acknowledged as
identical with that of the ruling power. Almost ell the re-
maining citizens of the ancient popular families who had for-
merly opposed the Medici were still sullen and inimical : these
formed the only free class in Florence, the only class that
really felt the loss of liberty, who looked with despair on its
contracting circle, and not sharing in the profits of despotism
were unmodified in their aversion to the despot. Many of
them were scattered throughout the world by the proscription of
1434 and its successive repetitions; but a great city is not
easily depopulated, and the wrongs of the fathers are multiplied
in the children, as the fragments of a single mirror sparkle
with a thousand lights: the spirit of party outlives much, and
enocugh of them remained to form a strong though silent band
of discontented men had they honestly united for their country’s
good.

Giuliano de' Medici, who is described as a milder and more
amiable person than Lorenzo, frequently, as we are assured
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by Bruto and Macchiavelli, remonstrated against his brother's
despotic conduct and hinted the probability of his losing all by
attempting to guin too much: Lorenzo on the contrary full of
the spirit and confidence of youth and great ability, perhaps
belonging 1o a higher order of genius than his gentler-minded
relative ; ambitiously resolved to ackmowledge no equal in the
state; and as the chief opposition families ware already dis-
porsed and the Capponi with the suspension of hereditary talent
had lost their ancient influence, Lorenzo determined that none
of the Medici faction should so luxuriate as to overshadow his
greatness ; for even he and Ginliano had already begun to enter
into a sort of rivalry about the government *.

The family whom Lorenzo most feared and hated was the
Pazzi of Val &’Arno which for antiquity riches and numbers,
was one of the first and noblest in Florence : along with the
Dbertini, Ubaldini, Tarlsti and ‘others they had been conti-
nually opposed to ¥Florence; many of their castles were reduced
in 1268, and that family afterwards became graduaHy incor-
porated and identified with the citizenst. Excluded from public
office like other nobles by the ortinanses of Giano della Bellain
1292 they were amongst those restered to civic honours by
Cosimo in 1484. Andrea dei Parzi first profited by this act,
end the family through its extensive banking trade, its riches
and high nobility, became 8o powerful that Cosimo endeavoured
to fix their good-will by the marriage of Lorenzo's sister Bianca
with Guglielmo the son of Antonio de’ Pazzi and grandson of
Amdrea. Lorenzo howsver, with different views; and perbaps
on the same prineiple which makes some think that money
-dealings should be avoided betwesn intimate friends and rels-
tions, as indulgence or delicacy often oceasions inconvenience,
wished to be quit of any such associates and accordingly denied
¢ M. Bruto, Lib. vi, p. 203. — Mac- Casa dei Medici, M8., p. 82.—Jacopo

chiavelli, Iib. viii. — Sismondi, vol. Nardi, Storia, Lid. i°., p. 12,
viii, == Origine ¢ Deacendenza dells ¥ Ricor. Malespini, cap. 1x.
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them all public honours and employments ; not however directly
and openly as his own individual act; but by artfully leaving
the appearance of originating public measures to the magistracy
whose every motion he secretly and jealously directed. All
this was too well and too generally understood to deceive rivals
80 keen-sighted and aspiring as the Pazzi: their chief Andrea
had three sons Antonio, Piero, and Jacopo, and eight grand-
sons by the two first; but Jacopo remained single : the two last
had been gonfaloniers of Justice in 1461 and 1469. Piero
had five sons namely, Galeotto, Renato, Andres, Giovanni and
Niceold ; and from Antonio there issued Francesco, Giovanni,
and Guglielmo who became the husband of Bianea de’ Medici *.

Without a clear knowledge of latent motives it is always a
difficalt task to judge of the right and wrong, the just and un-
just of private quarrels, and still more so when they are almost
identified with the enmity and jealousy of political faction or
the intolerance of religious belief; and where this acrimonious
feeling extends both publicly and privately beyond the state,
and generates the most lamentable disasters, the subject be-
comes still more intricate. The grounds of that dispute between
Pope Sixtus 1V., with the Pazzi and Salviati, on one side; and
the Medici and Florence on the other, which led to Giuliano's
murder, have been frequently discussed without producing any
clear or certain conviction. What one asserts another denies,
and the same quotations which clearly elucidate contested
points to the first have no light for the second: neither does it
‘866m necessary to scrutinize such discrepancies : it is enough
for history to ascertain that an implacable aversion was in being,
at least on one side, and but little friendliness on the other;
and that both private and public reasons existed for it, if any-
thing could be called public in those days of low unscrupulous
ambition and selfish recklessness of purpose.

Tt will nevertheless be expedient for the sake of perspicuity

* Gio. Cambi, tomo, xxi., Deliz. Er. Tos.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiv., p. 116.
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to give the most probable and generally received account of
those incidents that led to the melancholy catastrophe of
Giuliano's death. Bianca de’ Medici's brother-in-law Giovanni
de’ Pazzi had married the only child of Giovanni Borromei, an
opulent citizen who died intestate, which according to Florentine
law made her heiress to all his property : this was disputed, we
are not told on what grounds, by the nephew Carlo Borromei
who claimed a portion of the estate: but while the cause was
pending a new and retrospective law was promulgated by Lo-
renzo’s influence which constituted the nephew hejr-at-law of
any person dying intestate, to the exclusion of females, and
thus Giovanni and his wife were deprived of their inheritance *.

There were nine of the Pazzi eligible at this moment to pub-
lic honours, but all their hopes were blasted by Lorenzo’s in-
fluence and the véry name of Pazzi seems to have been blotted
out of the registers of the Seignory between 1469 and 1478,
Jacopo remained quiet under this persecution ; but a deep and
deadly hatred took possession of some, and Francesco a bold
and violent man could least of all brook the notion of obeying
an enemy to whom he was far superior in rank, and considered
himself equal in every other quality. He therefore left Flo-
rence, took charge of the family bank at Rome, was made pon-
tifical treasurer instead of the Medici, and necessarily became

® Macchisvelli, Lib, viii.—M. Bruto, freak that Lorenzo (by his absence) pro-
Lib. vi., p. 203. — M. Jacopo Nardi, bably escaped being concerned in ; and

Hist. Fior., Lib. i°, p. 11, — Pignotti,
Lib. iv., p. 190. —Sumondl, vol. viii.,
p. 58.—Ammirato, Lib. xxiv., p. 116.
~—Percival, Hist. of Italy, vol. il., p.
195.—Lorenzo da Ponte, Hist. of Flo-
rence, vol. ii., p. 41.—Origine ¢ Dis-
cendenza de’ Medici, MS., p. 82. —
Roecoe endeavours to throw the odium
of this proceeding off Lorenzo by
citing Luigi Pulei’s letter to the latter
while yet a boy on his travels in 1465,
The private and familiar allusions in
this epistle are difficult to comprehend;
but they seem to indicate-some boyish

the letter itself is anything but conclu-
sive of the fact which it was cited to
establish, Bat it is not required ; for
Sismondi truly aseerts that Giov. Bor-
romei's name is to be found amongst
those of the Seignory for March and
April 1471 as given by the co

rary historlan Giov. Cambi, (p. 407,
tomo xxi., Delizie degli Enni Tos.)
wherefore he could not bhave been dead
in 1465, and the law must have been
made after April 1471. This is aleo
corroborated by an ancient manuscript
“ Priorista® in my possession.
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intimate by his official situation with all the papal femily. The
nomination of Francesco Salviati, & man of bed charaster
and inimical to Lorenzo, as archhishop of Pisa disgusted the
ascendant faction and he was vexatiously obstructed in the
taking possession of his see far a considerable period : this na-
turally augmented his former enmity and drew him closer to
the pantiff and the Pazzi.

The fears of the Medici and the openly expressed indignation
of the Paxzi who saw themselves frowned on by the megistrates
and excluded from every civic privilege, acted and reacted vn
each other; and the latter's emmity was not diminished by
Francesco's being summoned from Rome to Florence on some
trivial ocoasion, thus discarding in his person all the respect
usually paid to great citizens by the Florentine magistracy *.
Insult, wrong, and jealousy therefore, united with ambition to
goad on this powerful family to any excess; and their unmea-
sured abuse of the government augmented its suspicions and
their own injuries, although without any apparent breach of
personal itercourse with Giuliano or even with Lorenzo him-
self. This may be easily conceived when we recollect that
Lorenzo governed with a long and hidden wand that set all
the ordinary wheels in motion &t his will, while they ap-
peared to be self-acting instruments of good or evil and alone
responsible to the commnnity. * His private life and hahili-
ments,” eays a Genoese anthor and almost a contemporary,
¢t differed little from those of other Florentine citizens, but his
name was great amongst his own people and amongst strangers;
he had followers out of mamber; cattle, money, and possessions
also in abundance; so that all the things he possessed surpassed
the condition of any private citizen : and he appeared so great
that he already followed the contumaciousmess of some kings
and princes against the Church of Rome, by not permitting the
exercise of any papal rights or jurisdiction except what pleased

* Macchiavelli, Lib. viii.
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him. He maintained continual embassies in foreign courts and
exerted himself not only to preserve but to augment the Flo-
rentine rule which he had entirely absorbed, and exaltsd or
abased whatsoever citizen it pleased him to favour or oppose :
nor would he suffer a single enemy to remain in the city;
and it was believed that he was striving to banish the family
of the Pazzi (who were his rivals in banking and merchandisé)
by a magistracy that he had created in Florence of persons
entirely devoted to him; and he also belonged to this ma-
gistracy. When this was discovered by the Pazzi they instantly
(as is said) communicated with King Ferdinand and laid a
snare for the destruction of Lorenzo,” &c.*

This attempt to shake the pontiff s power might alone acoount
for his enmity; but there were other reasons, and amongst the
first, Lorenzo's secret assistance to Vitelli of Citta di Castello
a contumarions vassal of the charch ; also his supposed counte-
nance of Carlo da Montone's intrigues to possess himself of the
ecclesiastical city of Perugia, of which Braccio da Montone had
once been master: thirdly his strong opposition to Salviati's
nomination as archbishop of Pisa and his subsequent perse-
cution of that prelate. Fourthly Lorenzo's intrigues to dis-
possess