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PREFACE.

THoUGH Prefaces are seldom read, an author naturally reviews
the work on its completion, and is desirous of attracting the
sympathies of the reader.

The subjects treated of in the following pages are the most
important which can engage the attention of the human mind ;
subjects which freemen can alone understand, and which
Englishmen who have, by God’s blessing, attained to so full
a measure of civil and religious liberty can especially appreciate.
Those who are the best acquainted with the Sixteenth Century,
in all its various and important phases, historical, literary,
philosophical, biographical, and religious, will be the most in-
dulgent readers. They will be fully aware of the difficulty of
describing a gallery of portraits, and the events with which
they are connected, so as to bring out the individual interest of
each picture, and at the same time shew their connection with
the course of events. After much consideration, it has been
thought best to follow the regular chronology in the life of
Paleario, and in the general history. On these two threads hang,
a8 it were, the various characters which illustrate the life
of Paleario. Each episode is complete in itself, but varies in
chronology according to the age of the persons whose lives are
recorded. 'This necessarily involves some recapitulation of
events, but offers less inconvenience than a consecutive series, in
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which all the actors are introduced at once on the scene, and
their history so mixed up with that of others, that it is almost
impossible to present a clear idea of the influence of each
individual during the great movement of intellectual progress
and religious reformation. One book alone has as yet appeared
on the Reformation in Italy. The able and well-known work of
the late Dr. Thomas M‘Crie opens a mine of wealth, which only
such a mind a8 his could properly work out. Such has been
Dr. M‘Crie’s diligence and accuracy in collecting all the most
striking information relating to the more remarkable of the
Italian Reformers, that whoever desires to follow in his track
has only to fill up his sketches by extracts from the writings
and correspondence of the actors in the tragic scenes recorded,
and make them speak to posterity in their own stirring and
spirited language. Intelligent readers will be glad to be put in
direct communication with the heroes and the martyrs of the
middle ages. A long residence in Italy, while it was groaning
under temporal and spiritual despotism, has impressed the author
with & deep sense of the miseries inflicted by the Roman
Catholic Church, and of the mischief of its system of police, which
has been sustained by the reigning powers with the view of
maintaining their own authority. Much valuable information has
been obtained in the public libraries and archives of Italy ; and
the precious collections of Switzerland have been visited to
gather up the records of the Italian refugees who fled for their
lives across the Alps. The libraries of Zurich, Geneva, Berne,
and Bale are rich in M8s. and in scarce Italian books, and much
more treasure has been collected than could possibly be made
use of. A warm expression of gratitude is due to the librarians
of all these public libraries for their courtesy and kindness, and
the facilities afforded for making the necessary researches. To
Mr. Steiger, of Berne, and Professor Hagenbach, of Bale, I am



PREFACE. vii

under peculiar obligations; also to Mr. Griiber, of Lucerne,
where however I found fewer scarce books than in the other
libraries. The library of Geneva was closed, but through the
kind offices of Prof. Binder, of the Oratoire, access was had to
several scarce books, and great obligation incurred by his ready
assistance in copying the Archives of the Consistory relating
to the Italian Church at Geneva.

Whatever may be the defects of this work, and none can
know them 80 well as the author, no pains have been spared
to give each separate biography its just and full proportions;
collateral history has been diligently studied, and every effort
made to catch the spirit of the times. Opinions are so various as
to the limits prescribed to history and biography, that an author
can only hope that in the kaleidoscope of public estimation
bright colours may prevail. The age of enthusiasm is past, that
of poetry fades into distance, and authors must acquire an
established reputation before they can be permitted to leave the
smooth and even tenor of conventional monotony.

But those who write neither for fame nor advantage, but in
order to advocate the great duties, and defend the prerogatives of
mankind, must be pardoned if they express themselves with the
enthusiasm which a noble subject inspires. ~Though the accu~
racy of all historical and biographical details has been strictly
and impartially weighed, yet the author does not hesitate to
avow a partisanship in the great principles for which the
Italian Reformers suffered exile, poverty, and death. It is but
a sorry object of ambition for a writer to balance the scales of
argument with such delicate nicety, that the reader, if not left
doubtful to which side truth inclines, is at least dubious as
to the opinions of the author. It was not on such waveless
seas that the Reformers embarked: they never learned to call
“ bitter sweet, nor sweet bitter.”” So.much does the neutral tint
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prevail in modern writings, that it gives rise to the question
whether the extension of learning and the diffusion of knowledge
have not diminished the vigour of thought. It is gold still, but
beaten out so thin, to cover an expanded surface, that it sometimes
looks like tinsel. Compare the unimpassioned speeches and
sermons of the nineteenth century with the burning zeal and
eloquence of St. Paul, and the energetic arguments of Luther,
and his followers in the sixteenth century, and we shall not be
surprised that Christianity makes so little progress in the world,
but rather stand in dread of the Apocalyptic warning against
lukewarmness.

Thus much, candid reader, is offered in defence of a zeal
which, in so good a cause, can scarcely be immoderate. Cast
your eye with indulgence over these pages; they are neither
learned nor recondite, but contain subjects for thought and
reflection on the dealings of God with mankind. They have not
been written in haste, for they have occupied the writer at
intervals for more than twelve years. The best recompense for
this self-imposed task, will be to see the subject taken up by abler
hands, who may dig deep, where hitherto the ground has only
been stirred. The materials are immense, and so much has been
laid aside, that, were this not the day of small books, the writer
would gladly apologize for the brevity of this history. We are
now intellectnally reproducing the fabulous times of fairy lore,
when epicurean feasts started up as if by magic. Compendiums,
summaries, abridgments, are the crucibles from whence the
pearls and diamonds of wisdom fill the student’s mouth without
trouble or application. Quick as the train which hurries to its
destination, is the march of knowledge; but does the intellect
keep pace with it? Does the constant reliance on the thoughts
and researches of others impart vigour to the mind? Reflec-
tion requires leisure; and if the mental banquet be either too
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abundant or too trifling, memory is overstocked, and originality
extinguished.

From causes beyond the author's control, the publication
of this work has been unexpectedly delayed; some remarks
interspersed throughout will shew that it was partly printed be-
fore the wonderful changes which have since taken place in Italy.
Not being a history of modern times, the misplaced reflections
are of no great moment, and will only serve as a background to
the glorious picture which Italy has presented to the world of
a whole nation rising to free itself from servitude. The great
revolutions which have been accomplished during the last year
want but one thing to make them as perfect in aim and purpose,
as anything on earth can be.

The noble character of the Italians has come out grandly ;
all selfish considerations have been sacrificed to the general
welfare. Let them but serve God as faithfully as they have
served their country, and they may justly be extolled as
examples to mankind.
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PALEARIO.

INTRODUCTION.

THE sixteenth century, so fertile in stirring events, was at the
same time remarkable for progress both in art and learning,
and distinguished for the study of those humanizing sciences
which raise man to the high intellectual rank to which he is
entitled ; but its greatest glory is the Reformation. It is a re-
deeming point in our fallen nature, that in its struggles towards
progress it has not confined itself to material aims, but has
sought also for spiritual light, and a guide to the seat of the
Most High. Aspiring after a renovation in religion, it desired
the adaptation of its forms and doctrines to the pattern of primi-
tive Christianity. A strange and unwonted conflict then arose
between long-established usages and the regenerating views of
the Reformers, between ecclesiastical decrees and scriptural com-
mands. The lovers of confirmed abuses heard with surprise the
eager controversies which threatened the overthrow of all that .
was in their eyes ancient and venerated.

As in India the priests of Brahma now dread the encroach-
ments of civilization, and mourn over the fall of their super-
stitions, 8o was it with Rome three hundred years ago. In this
our day of liberty and privilege, we can scarcely comprehend
the spiritual thraldom under which men groaned during the full
strength of the papal power. We hear of its tyranny and
marvel at its influence ; but it is only by following the Reforma-
tion step by step, by tracing its workings in the hearts of the
faithful and the unfaithful, that we can form an adequate idea
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2 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PALEARIO.

of the warfare maintained between the servants of God and
the servants of the Pope.

We must look back to a very distant period of our own
history to understand the difficulties which beset those who im-
bibed what was called the new doctrine. New, not in sub-
stance or in truth, but new to that age in which the doctrines
of divine inspiration were hid under the corruptions and super-
stition of accumulated centuries.

The awakening which had its rise in Germany resounded
throughout Italy. Many spiritually blind began to discern
something of the purity and grandeur of the Christian religion,
and to separate its essential characteristics from the mass of
puerile ceremonies and pompous rites with which it had been
encumbered. The presence of the Germans in Italy, who had
protested so loudly against the sale of God’s mercy under the
name of indulgences, and exclaimed against the vices and pro-
fusion of the clergy, had a great effect in rousing the Pope’s most
devoted subjects to correct some of the abuses of the Church.
The old edifice seemed like a venerated fabric overgrown with
moss and crumbling to decay, unable to withstand the slightest
shock without falling to the ground.

The cry of reform and the demand for a general Council to
settle the points in dispute made those who sat in high places
as ecclesiastical rulers check the glaring corruptions which so
generally prevailed; many moderate and superficial reforms
were introduced into the Romish Church; no longer profligate
and voluptuous, it substituted for the vices of a life of pleasure
the darker deeds which a proud spirit and an unbridled love of
power suggest and encourage.

The recent invention of printing was a powerful engine in
the hands of those who sought both spiritual and temporal
liberty. Italy was inundated with books, which awakened the
attention of all reflecting minds, and pointed out the true scope
and meaning of the gospel. The Romish Church soon under-
stood that its very existence depended on the suppression of all
free discussion. With this end in view, no coercive measures
were spared to crush all dissidence from its opinions.

The whole frame of the Romish Church is so adapted to the
fallen and depraved heart of man, it is so upheld by its sppea]s
to the passions and the interests of mankind, so curious a mix-
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ture of truth and error, that it is no wonder its votaries are
blinded by its delusions; it professes to be based on Christ and
his apoetles, yet signally departs from the very essence of the
gospel.

The Pope, a servant of servants, yet the ruler of kings, dis-
plays the fisherman’s ring and the pomp of a Roman emperor;
is adored as a god, and despised as a prince; the lustre of this
false glare is so dazzling to understandings weakened by its
continual contemplation, that its votaries lose their singleneas of
eye, and receive for truth the ministrations of error. Truth,
eternal trath, however, we know must and will prevail; and
however slow be its progress in Italy, recent events have not
been without their fruit and future significance.

During the seventy years of Paleario’s life no less than
" twelve popes assumed the papal crown. They embodied in
their several characters every variety of vice and ambition ;
while, at the same time, some of the brightest traits of human
excellence were seen struggling forth from beneath the shade
of the papal tiara.

The wicked and unprincipled Alexander VI. was succeeded
by the warlike Julius, who, had he been a king instead of a pope,
might have achieved great things for his country’s weal; but
martial enterprise and worldly aggrandisement are ill suited to
the self-constituted vicar of Him who said, “they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword.” This turbulent reign was
followed by that of the pleasure-loving Leo, whose patronage of
literature conferred singular benefits on Italy; but while the
encouragement of ancient learning cast the ceremonies of super-
stition into shade and paved the way for the Reformation, it
ill prepared the Roman Court for the conscientions measures of
the upright though unpolished Adrian. He was succeeded by
the weak and treacherous Clement VII., whose wily and vacil-
lating policy brought ruin on his country, and exposed the
papacy to the bitterest contempt. The wise and judicious re-
forms projected by Paul III., and his admirable choice of learned
and virtuous men as cardinals and rulers of provinces, were
greatly counterbalanced by a deep tinge of bigotry and an
obstinate resistance to the sitting of the Council of Trent.
Julius III. was one of those negative characters who abstain
from doing harm, but have no ambition to do good. The short

B2
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reign of Marcellus II. (twenty-two days) shed a gloom on the
hopes the reformers had built on his upright and liberal cha-
racter, and the land was too soon called to weep tears of blood
by the cruel edicts of the ferocious Paul IV. The reign of Pius
IV., a man of peace and letters, afforded a short respite of seven
years. He was sworn at his election to reform the abuses of the
Church, and refrained from persecution. His successor, Pius V.,
was a man of the harshest and most austere character: long
practised in deeds of cruelty as chief inquisitor, he was no sooner
elected Pope than he devoted himself heart and soul to what
he called the extirpation of heresy. Bigotry had so blinded his
judgment, that he unhappily believed he was doing God service
when persecuting unto the death all who differed from his own
peculiar branch of the Church of Christ. The power being in
his hands, he condemned to the flames the most devoted servants
of the Most High. Paleario was only one of an infinite number
put to death for following Christ in the simplicity and purity of
the gospel.

Volumes would not suffice to give a just idea of the various
influences brought into play by this constant change of irre-
sponsible rulers, each of a different temper and character. The
continual change of officials and parties allows the leaven of
corruption to spread throughout the land, and impedes the
advancement of moral progress. Such are the disadvantages
of an elective and ecclesiastical princedom. The temptations
offered to private ambition in all elective governments are
reasons sufficient for preferring an hereditary monarchy subject
to constitutional laws; for without some hope of durability
nothing great or stable can be attained.

The wisest human institutions appear to be those which tend
to counterbalance the futility of all human efforts, and which
press on with steady progress to the correction of all abuses.

In all countries where the principles of the Reformation have
been rightly understood, they have been supported by comsti-
tutional liberty and religious toleration, a liberty and tolera-
tion sought for by the nation at large, in order that all men may
enjoy the rights of conscience, and none be suffered to domineer
over the faith of his neighbour.

Italy has deeply suffered from the want of this social element.
Though not now, as in the sixteenth century, spiritually
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awake, she still by turns hugs and raves over her chains, and
thus loses the opportunities offered her of attaining freedom.
Even after the events of 1849, when the Pope fled from his eapital
and his temporal power was declared abrogated for ever, may
we say this: for though the Pope is individually blamed and his
authority despised, yet never in any part of Italy has the real
question been mooted—the true root of the matter, namely whether
Christ or the Pope is to be the head of the Church, His word
or tradition to be the rule of faith. Political agitation gives
little time for spiritual meditation ; the authority of God is lost
sight of in the pretensions of his ministers; and in a climate
where all exertion becomes a burthen, men contentedly shift on
another the responsibility of their souls’ salvation. The temporal
authority of the Pope has ever been a bar to national independ-
ence. Weak as respects territory, Rome must in actual warfare
lean for support on some foreign ally who rules the fate of the
whole peninsula, and consigns the inhabitants enslaved and
bound into the hand of strangers.

In the sixteenth century this dependence on ultramontane
aid was not peculiar to Rome. Italy was then a country of
petty sovereigns arrayed against each other. The larger re-
publics, such as Florence and Venice, were filled with an in-
satiable desire to possess the smaller states of Genoa, Pisa, and
Siena; for this they leagued themselves alternately with France
and Germany. Both these countries had claims on Milan and
Naples, and their contentions filled the whole century with a
succession of wars and leagues, of treachery and rapine.

By the overruling providence of God, these international dis-
putes and martial enterprises were made the means of bringing
into contact thinking men from the most distant parts of Europe,
and of spreading those great principles of civil and religious
liberty which were so freely discussed in the Germanic diets.
The most eminent men in Italy, cardinals, prelates, and scholars,
took up the subject with eager enthusiasm, saw the claims of
divine inspiration to supreme veneration, and began diligently
to study the grand charter of the Christian religion.

Among these celebrated men few were more remarkable for
talents and learning than Aonio Paleario. Deeply imbued with
the study of the ancients, his fine taste aimed to imitate the
purity of their style both in prose and poetry. To the erudition
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of a scholar he added the learning and profound thought of
a philosopher and a theologian. His vigorous intellect and un-
compromising love of truth exposed him to the ceaseless enmity
of the priesthood, and to harassing jealousies from literary rivals;
but nothing could divert him from his purpose, or restrain him
from devoting his whole life to the advancement of knowledge
and the propagation of truth with an energy which far out-
stripped the spirit of the age.

Many of his works have perished, some have never seen the
light, and others are utterly lost. One of the most remarkable,
¢ A Treatise on the Benefit derived by Christians from the
Death of Christ,” was a few years ago considered irrecoverable,
but two or three copies have been recently found at Cambridge.
A reprint of one, supposed to be an early edition of the original
work, has, by the diligence and accuracy of a modern scholar,
been given to the public.' All who love true scriptural doctrine
may now judge for themselves of the soundness of the author’s
theological views, and his manner of setting them forth.

Although 40,000 copies of this work were sold in a few years
after its first publication, no trace of them now is to be found
in Italy.® The same ruthless edicts which cast the persons of
believers into the flames, piled up for destruction all written
testimonies to divine truth.

To commemorate this eminent christian martyr, who lost his
life for believing the truths of the gospel, is the object of the
following pages. He is singularly worthy of our veneration and
regard, whose faith gave him courage in a day of persecution to
write according to his conscience; counting not his life dear
unto himself ¢ that he might win Christ.” Nor was he the only
victim of papal persecution. Though alone in his solitary

1 See The Benefit of Christ's Death, with a Prefacs, by Churchill Babington,
B.D., F.L.8. A reprint of the original work, Trattato utilissimo del Bemaficio d&i
@iesd Christo Crocifisso verso § Christiani, Venetiis, apud Bernardinum de Bindonis,
Anno Do. 1643; and a French translation of 1662. (London : Bell and Daldy.) See
also a small edition of TAe Bexefit of Christ's Death, with an introduction by the
Rev. John Ayre, M.A., published by the Religious Tract Society ; and Dr. M’Crie’s
Reformation in Italy, new edition. (Blackwood.) This last work was the first book
in English on the Reformation in Italy, and is still the most complete and accurate
work on the subject.

* This does not necessarily imply that none exist; Lazzari seems rather to imply
the contrary.
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dangeon, the unseen combat was going on around him. Crowds
of white-robed martyrs passed from the bridge of St. Angelo
to the gates of everlasting bliss.

Highly esteemed among his learned contemporaries, he lived
on terms of intimate friendship with most of the eminent scholars
of his time. Their history is so much wound up in the eventful
period of the sixteenth century, that in_writing of Paleario we
must necessarily bring in many of the highly gifted individuals
who hailed with joy the rise of the Reformation. Some went but
a little way, and halted when they found that they were passing
the pale of the Romish Church, as if heaven itself were not
worth having, except under papal permission. Others fled to
foreign lands, there to proclaim the gospel closed to Romish ears.
Not a few, among whom was our Paleario, remained during
“the burden and heat of the day,” looked death in the face, and
clothed in the Christian’s panoply waited the onslaught of the
enemy.

Baut he being dead yet speaketh : his little ¢ golden book,” as
it has been called, has again made its appearance in its native
tongue, and by means of a translation from a foreign copy
travelled through the land of its birth.' His body indeed was
burned three hundred years ago, and his ashes thrown into the
Tiber, but “ his works do follow him.”

The late revolutions in Italy, though not of a religious
nature, have been of great use in dispelling prejudice, and in
preparing the public mind for clearer views of civil and religious
liberty. One state in Italy is nobly working out its constitu-
tional principles and consolidating its social institutions, headed
by a liberal and true-hearted king.

If it were once thoroughly understood that freedom of conscience
i the only solid foundation for true political liberty, Italy would
then perceive that hitherto she has been working on an unstable
foundation, and would see that it needs more than human means
to understand the commandment which ¢ enlighteneth the eyes.”
All political revolutions not based on the perfect law of God
end in disappointment; but a firm footing once placed on this
indestructible foundation, the mind acquires strength from the

! From an English translation of a French copy edited by Rev. John Ayre, M.A.,
with an Introduction, 1847. Printed at Pisa and Florence in 1648 and 1549.
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sanctity of its object. “ The fear of the Lord is clean, en-
during for ever.”

It cannot be that those who have shewn 8o just an abhorrence
of temporal absolutism will always remain abjectly croucliing
under papal dominion, or that those who know the value of civil
liberty should fail to discover that liberty of conscience is man's
dearest blessing and highest prerogative. The understanding
once enlightened can never consent to take from the lips of
a priest a sentence of life or death thronghout eternity; much
less can the mind of man, brought up under free institutions,
submit to the rule of petty superstitions, worship of images,
belief in wonder-working miracles, or any of the thousand in-
ventions which are as pins in the tabernacle to keep it together.
Perhaps the time may yet arrive when a purer faith will take
the place of the corruptions of Rome, when the Church may be
reformed, not destroyed. Then the thousand members who now
only desire it with secret aspirations will speak out as with one
voice, and claim liberty of conscience as the natural right of
every rational and intelligent being.
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1516—1530.
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ANTICHRIST—PEACE OF CAMBRAY—TWO LADIES—OORONATION OF CHARLES V.—
DIETS OF SPIRES AND AUGSBURG— PROTESTANT CONFESSION OF FAITH—SEVEREB
EDICT ISSUED BY CHARLES V.

BEFORE entering on Paleario’s individual history, we propose to
give an outline of the principal events in connection with Italy
during the first thirty years of Paleario’s life: a period scant
in details of his personal history, but rich in events of public
importance.

We shall thus become acquainted with some of the causes
which led men like Paleario to seek freedom from the trammels
of superstition, and induced them to desire the purification of
religion, and a return to the simple observances of the Primitive
Church. This will enable us to trace the origin of his religious
opinions, and observe how they grew slowly out of his meta-
physical studies on the nature of the soul and its immortal
essence, till he was gradually brought to understand the great
purpose of divine revelation.

As to mark the connection of cause and effect in the material
world is the peculiar province of the Physical philosopher, so in
like manner is it the aim of the Moral philosopher to investigate
the springs of thought which actuate intelligent beings.

That spark of the divine essence, a ‘living soul,’ when
roused to a sense of its responsibility before God and to a due
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consideration of its immortal nature, can never submit to be
dragged on in a dull round of arid forms and ceremonious ob-
servances. Awakened to discern its high birth and heavenly
destiny, it aspires to dwell in the pure and spiritual atmosphere
of scriptural light. Satisfied that the Divine Author of our
being has vouchsafed an unerring rule both for faith and practice,
it disclaims all additions to the inspired code, and counts them
as spurious and futile.

The sale of indulgences, for the purpose of producing a large
sum of money to build and embellish the church of St. Peter’s
at Rome, filled to the brim the cup of papal corruption. The
consequences are too well known to need detail here.

The court of Leo X. made not even a pretence to religion.
The Pope and his courtiers spent their time in pagan revelry
and literary enjoyments. The wars and rapine which had
ravaged the country under the two former Popes made the
people rejoice in the peaceful contrast: the treasury was empty,
dependents and friends numerous, the traditionary taste for
luxury which Leo had inherited pushed him to extraordinary
measures for the supply of his pecuniary necessities. What so
easy as to purchase heaven by a piece of coin, absolution from
crime by sums of various value? The thought was ingenious
and of universal application. What so meritorious as to con-
tribute towards the building of a gorgeous fane dedicated to
St. Peter? Even the dead were not deprived of this privilege :
weeping mourners were taught that the souls of their friends
were expiating their sins in the flames of purgatory, but that no
sooner did the St. Peter’s pence chink in the collector’s bag,
than the soul passed free from torment. Who could be so hard-
hearted as to refuse so trifling a pittance to release their friends
and relations from suffering? Roscoe has so well depicted the
court of Leo' that we need not go over the same ground, though
we may differ in the estimate of the pontiff’s character, and regret
that his moral proportions have not been brought out in contrast
with his literary tastes. 'When a man assumes the title of Vicar

! In Balbo's Sommario there is an admirably true and philosophic opinion on
the character of Leo X. ¢ Le nature facili, liete, pompose, leggeri, trascurate od
anche un po’ spensierate, sogliono pit che I'altre trovar fortuna in vita, e gloria dopo
morte. Tal fu, tal sorte ebbe Leon X.; del resto, non gran principe politico ed
ancor meno gran papa.”’ —Sommario della Storsa & Itakia, p. 282. Firense, 1856,
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and follower of Christ, it becomes all Christians to look for some
semblance in character to that of his heavenly Master.

In the early part of the sixteenth century the quarrels of the
Pope and the Emperor had become matters of public notoriety.
The discussions at the Germanic Diets brought to light the
genuine tendencies of Christianity : liberty of conscience was
soon claimed as a right, and in defiance of papal prohibition
the Scriptures were eagerly and diligently studied.

The accession of a young Emperor in 1516, who owed his
election chiefly to Frederic the Wise, Elector of Saxony, a great
favourer of reform, gave weight to the discussions on the sale
of indulgences. Though Charles had not sufficient elevation of
mind to put himself at the head of the great spiritual and intel-
lectual movement passing before his eyes, yet he was prudent
enough to temporise, and sufficiently farsighted to perceive that
the Pope’s interests and his were not the same, and that
Germany was too independent to submit without a struggle to
the sacrifice of liberty of conscience.

Charles V., by turns an abettor of the Pope and a restraint on
his authority as the fluctuations of his contest with Francis I.
rendered it politic, had in 1521 called a Diet at Worms for
the purpose of checking the spread of those opinions which
threatened to destroy the ancient superstitions. The members
of the Diet openly withstood the Pope’s advocates, who wished
to condemn the Evangelic opinions without deliberation or in-
quiry; they insisted on having them discussed in their presence.
To the great indignation of the Pope’s partisans as well as of
the Spanish Roman Catholics, Luther made a most spirited and
lucid defence of the Gospel doctrine. Next day the Emperor
presented a paper written by his own hand, stating that his
ancestors had always been devoted to the Papal See, and that
he would follow their example in defending and upholding it;
and that if Luther would not retract his errors he would proceed
against him as a heretic. These harsh and indiscreet expressions,
wrung from Charles’s inexperience by the solicitations of the
papal party, produced murmurs and complaints throughout the
assembly ; for he had broken the established rules of the Diet
by being the first to give his opinion. The Diet thought its
privileges attacked by being thus deprived of the liberty to vote
freely without a knowledge of the Emperor's sentiments; but
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Charles took good care not to push matters to extremes, till
he had obtained a vote in his favour against the machinations of
his rival, Francis I., well knowing that the German Princes would
resist the Emperor's wishes if he exercised severity towards the
courageous defenders of their religious liberty.

The death of Leo X. in 1521 gave Charles an opportunity
of raising to the Papal See Adrian of Utrecht. He had been
his tutor, and was remarkable for integrity and uprightness of
character. It was a new thing for Italy to have a Pope who
had never appeared at the court of Rome as Cardinal, and who
had never filled any diplomatic mission. His having been the
Emperor’s instructor, and the fame of his learning and virtuous
habits, raised the hopes of those who desired a sincere and
thorough religious reformation in the Church: the Pope, feeling
that he would not be suspected of arts or intrigue by his country-
men, eagerly set himself to quiet the agitation in Germany by
sending a legate to the Diet which was just about to assemble at
Nuremberg. He resolved to make some reforms in the system
of indulgences, and to enact that they were not to be granted
merely on paying money, but must be merited by some good
work. Cardinal Cajetan however convinced him that this
expedient would not answer; for if they were not to give in-
dulgences unless they were deserved by the performance of real
works of piety and merit, indulgences would fall into disrepute
and no longer bring in revenue to the Church. Concessions
with the view of gaining Germany, he observed, might lose
Italy; the remedy, however suitable to the evil, would be too
strong, and, so far from curing, would destroy. Cardinal
Soderini enforced all these arguments, by saying that if the
Church of Rome were to attempt any reforms, it would only
embolden those who cried out against its abuses to increase their
demands; that it did not become the dignity of the court of
Rome to make any change, or own itself capable of corruption
or improvement.

The Pope, really in earnest in his desires for reform, poured
into the ears of his confidants Encker Ward and Theodore Heze
his deep disappointment and sorrow at the difficulties thrown in
the way of executing his good intentions. A pope, he said, was
most unhappily situated, since he was not free to do good, how-
ever much disposed ; that he would wave his projects of reform
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till he could himself go into Germany, but that he would not
give up the hope of executing his plans, even if it cost him
his temporal power and reduced him to apostolic poverty. He
then sent a Nuncio to the Diet of Nuremberg who complained
that the Edict of Worms against Luther and his writings was
not put into execution. He urged them with all diligence to
use both fire and sword against all who departed from the
tenets of the Romish Church. Onme article of the Nuncio
Cheregato’s instructions is remarkable as shewing how fearful
the Pope was of discussions on matters of faith. ¢ If any,” says
he, “object that Luther be condemned without being heard and
allowed to defend himself, the Nuncio is to answer:—it is just
to hear him on the fact whether or not he wrote such and such
a writing or preached such a doctrine; but by no means is he to
be allowed to explain or reason on any article of faith, or presume
to shadow with the possibility of doubt what had been approved
by the Church.”

The Diet made answer that they rejoiced at Adrian’s exalta-
tion to the Popedom; that it had not been possible to execute
- either the sentence of Leo or the edict of Charles, because they
feared a rising among the people who were much set against the
abuses of the Church; that milder measures were necessary ;
and as the Nuncio confessed there were evils and the Pope pro-
mised to reform them, the best remedy was to take away some of
the causes of complaint and relieve Germany from the payment
of the annates for the war against the Turks, as they had never
been used for this purpose. There was but one remedy, they
alleged, for the removal of the corruptions which had crept
into the Church, the calling of a general Council. They
doubted not that his Holiness would promptly take measures to
this effect; they meanwhile would endeavour to prevent books
adverse to Rome from being published, and would enjoin the
preachers throughout Germany to content themselves with
preaching the gospel in its purity. They advised bishops to
watch over their dioceses, that]they might not be suspected of
endeavouring to impede the circulation of divine truth.

The Nuncio was little satisfied with this moderate answer,
and more particularly objected to the opinion of the Diet as to
married priests, who, it was contended, had not by marrying
brought themselves under the cognizance of the civil law, and
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could only be punished by canonical penances; if priests were
guilty of any crime the magistrates would punish them accord-
ing to the laws. This roused the utmost indignation of the
Nuncio, who vehemently insisted that it was an infringement
on ecclesiastical liberty, and on the rights of Jesus Christ to
whom the clergy belonged, who being under the power of the
Church must ever remain subject to its authority alone.

The Princes of Germany who had embraced the reformed
opinions drew up & memorial containing one hundred grievances,
and sent it to the Pope after the departure of the Nuncio. The
chief subjects of complaint were the heavy taxes with which
they were burdened in the name of the Church, the sale of
indulgences, trials referred to Rome, the exemptions claimed by
the clergy in criminal courts, and compulsory payment for every
spiritual advantage, while the people were kept in ignorance and
servitude, and the laity robbed of their property for the benefit
of the clergy.

The discussions, objections, and replies both of the Diet and
the Nuncio, together with the one hundred grievances presented
to the Pope, were soon after published and spread abroad till
they reached Rome. The Pope’s candid avowal that there was
need for some reform displeased the prelates exceedingly, for
they thought it portended a future reformation of some of those
abuses from which their princely revenues were derived. The
Germans on the other hand were equally dissatisfied with the
Pope’s language, particularly where he spoke of advancing
gradually and slowly : there was no fear, they said, of the Pope
being in haste, most probably a century would intervene between
each improvement; for Popes were always willing to promise,
but never performed their engagements.'

However true this assertion might be in general, all who
knew Adrian were convinced of his sincerity and uprightness;
he was spared the stormy conflict which awaited him between his
court and his conscience ; a sudden illness carried him off almost
immediately after the return of Cheregato from Nuremberg.

‘While these discussions were going on, and the question was
generally agitated whether there was to be a reform in the
Church or not, Paleario was pursuing his studies, and most
probably his youthful mind received then for the first time the

! Paolo Sarpi, Jstoria del Conoil. Trident.
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idea that a reform of any kind was necessary in a Church
hitherto considered as infallible.

Clement VII., elected in 1523, was of a prudent, wily cha-
racter, inclined rather to conceal the evils of the Church than to
remove them. He pursued a policy altogether different from
that of his predecessor. He sent Cardinal Campeggio to Nurem-
berg in 1524 to gather up the threads of the negotiation already
begun ; pretending to be ignorant of what had passed between
the Diet and Adrian, he entirely overlooked the petition con-
taining the one hundred grievances. The whole object of his
negotiation was to prove that all reform was unnecessary. But
the Germans, in a plain straightforward manner, told the legate
that as their Centum Gravamina' had been printed and dis-
tributed at Rome they were aware he knew what they required,
and should wait the Pope’s answer. The legate evaded every
effort of the Diet to strike at the root of the matter, the abuses
of the court of Rome; and as the Diet knew these were the
sources of all the evils in the Church, they refused to sanction
the trifling reforms which the legate proposed to make among
the inferior clergy of Germany. The Diet, seeing they could
not agree with the Cardinal, published a decree to the effect
that the Pope, with the consent of the Emperor, would as-
semble a Council in some free city, and that the States of
the Empire should meet at Spires to determine what was
to be done till this meeting of the Council; that mean-
while all libels and defamatory writings should be sup-
pressed. After the dissolution of the Diet the legate prevailed
on the princes and bishops most favourable to the court of
Rome to issue a decision that the Edict of Worms should
be more strictly observed, and produced his projected plan
for the reformation of the clergy. It contained thirty-seven
chapters, on their robes and manner of living, on holidays,
fastings, and ceremonies; but not one word as to diligence in
their duties, of spiritual teaching, or of scriptural doctrine.
It was full of high-sounding phrases of attachment to the
religion of their forefathers, when in fact it was the Church
of Rome which, by her material images and useless forms, had
departed from the primitive doctrines and observances of the
Christian religion.

Y Comcil. Tridont.
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Charles, in the full plenitude of his power, was displeased
that the Diet had taken upon itself to give so positive an answer
to a foreign power without his consent. His fear of offending
the Pope gave way after the battle of Pavia, which left Francis I.
a prisoner in his hands, and so confirmed his power in Italy that
he found himself able to make head against the Pope, while at
the same time he kept the German states in check. In 1526 he
ordered the_Diet assembled at Spires to deliberate on the best
means of preserving the Roman Catholic religion; but as
opinions were various on this point, the letters of the Emperor
from Seville were read to the Diet, in which he enjoined them to
come to no final decision till he himself should go to Italy to be
crowned, when he would consult with the Pope as to the calling
of a general Council to treat expressly on matters of religion.
Charles’s great object was to prevent the Diet from discussing the
matters in dispute, and this induced him to hold out the promise
of a general Council so ardently desired by Europe in general.
Influenced by those who dreaded the investigation of religious
opinions, he abrogated the decree of the Diet of Nuremberg,
which enjoined an examination of Luther's writings, telling them
that the resolutions of these assemblies had only encouraged
the multitude in their errors, and made others bold in teaching
doctrines which had been condemned by the Church.

However respectfully the Diet felt disposed to listen to the
opinions and wishes of their Emperor, it was composed of men
of too independent spirit to submit unreservedly in matters of
conscience; and the deputies replied to the letters of Charles
that it was impossible to execute the resolutions of the Diet of
Worms against Luther and his writings, for fear of a public
commotion ; people’s minds being daily more enlightened as to
the abuses and superstitions of the Church of Rome. As to the
hope held out by the Emperor of a general Council under the
sanction of the Pope, they begged him to remember that this was
promised when the Pope and he were friends, but now that they
were at variance there was not much prospect of his granting
that to which he was naturally so averse ; they therefore entreated
the Emperor to call a Germanic Council without delay to decide
the points in dispute, and if he would not consent to this he must
at least delay the execution of the Edict of Worms till some
general Council could be held. They denied having made any
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changes in that true and holy faith which was founded on Christ
and his eternal, immutable word ; they neglected no ceremonies
but such as were contrary to Scripture, and only desired to live
according to the simplicity and purity of the Gospel. The
deputies pointed out the heavy burdens which pressed upon the
people, and their being obliged to support so many mendicant
friars, who stripped them of every comfort, and often procured
legacies and estates to be devised to them by dying persons.
They entreated that ecclesiastics might stand on the same
footing with the rest of the Emperor's subjects, and not
enjoy immunities to the injury of the industrious population.
They begged that the number of holidays might be lessened,
and the Gospel have free course among the people. These
reasonable requests were opposed by a part of the Diet who
leaned to the Roman Catholic party, and so considerable a
division of opinion arose that it threatened a stormy interrup-
tion of the Diet itself; this however was prevented by the con-
ciliatory tone of Ferdinand king of the Romans, and at length
the Reformers suggested an expedient which was consented to
by the whole assembly. They proposed a resolution that the
welfare of religion and the maintenance of the public peace
rendered it necessary to call a general or national Council within
the space of a year; that the Emperor be earnestly entreated to
call such a Council; and that in the meantime they would engage
to conduct themselves so as to be able to give to God and the
Emperor a good account of their administration. This proposal,
though couched in ambiguous terms, gave general satisfaction
and was unanimously agreed to. The Reformers hoped that by
gaining time their opinions would spread and take deeper root;
the Roman Catholics confided in the numerical force of their
party, in case the national Council assembled; thus the Diet
broke up without any visible schism. Both parties hoped to win
the Emperor over to their side; and it must be owned that
though Charles during his whole life was actuated more by
policy and ambition than by motives of principle or honour, yet
on his election to the imperial crown there were some visible
signs of his intention to abridge the papal power, which
aroused both the indignation and fears of the reigning Pope.
Charles had been educated in Germany at a time when the
power of the Papal See was universally detested, and when all

VOL. 1. c
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men were exclaiming against its abuses. One of his first acts
on coming to the throne was to pass an edict annulling its
authority in Spain, and forbidding his subjects to plead causes
relating to Spain in the Roman courts. The Pope’s authority
was publicly set at defiance in his own capital soon after the
publication of this edict by a Spanish notary, who entered the
court of justice at Rome and in a public sitting forbade two
Neapolitans to plead there. This open insult stung Clement to
the quick, and made him fear that a prince who thus uncere-
moniously defied the power of the Roman See would set no
bounds to his ambition. He lived in continual apprehension of
the dreaded Council, which might not only abridge his temporal
power, but also call in question the validity of his election as
Pope on account of the illegitimacy of his birth. In vain he
looked to France for support. Francis, who had been taken
prisoner after the battle of Pavia, was still in the power of the
Emperor. Clement therefore temporised till the liberation of
the French king, when he despatched two messengers; one to
Francis, absolving him from all his engagements to the Emperor,
and offering to enter into an offensive and defensive league with
him for the maintenance of his claims on the Duchy of Milan.
At the same time he sent a messenger to Charles bearing letters
full of indignation at the affront put on his authority in the
public tribunals. Having fully vented his anger in this first
despatch, he next day wrote more temperately, pretending to
have recalled the first as written in haste. In the second letter
he entreated Charles to restrain his people within due bounds;
alluding to cardinal Colonna, his former rival and now open
enemy, whose disappointed ambition outstripped the limits of
moderation, and so displeased the Pope that he cited him pub-
licly to Rome; but the Viceroy of Naples having declared in
his favour, and Clement’s allies not coming forward to assist
him, he deemed it wisest to revoke his edict against the Cardinal.
About this time the death of the king of Hungary and other
events so startled the Pope that he began to think it wisest to
propose measures of reform; he made overtures for a general
peace, and entreated the Cardinals to advise how he might pro-
mote tranquillity and extirpate heresy.

The Emperor perfectly understood the Pope’s diplomacy in
writing to him in two different strains, and answered him in the
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same style, first angrily, and then more mildly; but his boldest
stroke was the sending a letter to the Cardinals complaining of
the Pope, and inviting them to convoke a general Council if the
Pontiff refused to do so. This letter was printed and published
throughout Germany, Spain, and Italy, and had a wonderful
effect in confirming the opinions of the Reformers, and in shew-
ing the Germans how little the Emperor respected the Pope;
it also enlightened the world in general as to the sincerity of the
two parties.! In Clement this letter produced a deep desire for
revenge ; he looked round on all sides for means to avert the
storm he saw approaching.

To save expense the Pope had disbanded his troops, and
before he could take measures for his defence the Colonnas sud-
denly entered Rome at the head of their tenantry and friends,
all armed to the teeth in hostile array. Clement, though natu-
rally of a timid and wavering disposition, at first thought of
imitating Boniface VIII. by awaiting the enemy arrayed in his
most gorgeous robes and seated in pontifical state; but as the
foe approached he was easily persuaded to fly to St. Angelo
by the private gallery which communicates with the Vatican.
Meanwhile the Colonnas, adberents of the Emperor, pillaged the
church of St. Peter, and carried off all the farniture of the
Pope’s palace. They were proceeding to sack the city, when
the Onsini, their hereditary rivals, joined the inhabitants in
defending their property and obliged them to retire. ~Upon this
Clement eagerly concluded a treaty with Moncada, minister
of the Emperor, on condition that the Neapolitans and Colonnas
should leave Rome, and the Pope recal his troops from Lom-
bardy ; but no sooner was he protected by the arrival of these
troops, than he fulminated an ecclesiastical censure against the
Colonnas, declaring them heretics and excommunicating all their
adherents. Pompeo was degraded from the dignity of Cardinal ;
he appealed to a general Council, and cited the Pope before
the Diet at Spires. This manifesto Pompeo posted up at night
on all the churches at Rome, and spread it throughout Italy;
and thus prepared the minds of men for the still more daring
insults to the majesty of Rome which took place the following
year.

The Viceroy of Naples declared that the Pope had violated

1 Comeid. Tridont.
c2
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the truce by excommunicating the Colonnas: at their instigation
he advanced to attack Rome, while at the same time danger
threatened from the North. George Fronsperg, a remowned
German general, whose very name spread terror and alarm,
advanced by rapid marches at the head of 1500 men.
Fronsperg was a man of gigantic stature and great strength ;
his life had been spent in military warfare, and to the bold
and courageous virtues of a soldier he added the equally valuable
qualities of great experience and judgment as a commander.
It was greatly owing to his valour and skill that the battle
of Pavia was won by the Emperor’s troops; and to crown the
suitability of his character for the Italian expedition, he had
imbibed the Reformed opinions, and nourished a deadly hate
towards the papal power as a system of spiritual oppres-
gion. The spirit in which he declared war towards the Pope
and all his followers cannot be commended; it partook of
the passions of the day in the early dawn of an escape from
thraldom, before men’s minds were sufficiently freed from the
intolerance of persecution under which they had so long groaned.
Charles, who during his whole reign knew how to make use
of the passions both of his friends and his enemies in order to
attain his own objects, when Lombardy was in peril sent word
to his brother Ferdinand to send some German officers to take the
command of the troops and relieve Milan. Gaspar, Fronsperg’s
eldest son, was in command there; he wrote to his father that
he should be lost, unless some extraordinary effort was made for
his relief. Fronsperg was advanced in years, and had given up
all idea of active service; his sons were grown up to take his
place, and he looked forward to a quiet repose upon his laurels
for the rest of his life ; he was besides of 8o enormous a size, that
he felt himself unequal to the fatigues of a military life: but
when the combined motives of paternal affection, duty to his
sovereign, and the prospect of being a second time a conqueror
in Italy were presented to him, he buckled on his armour and
roused the enthusiasm of his soldiers, who were all Lutherans,
by telling them they were going to destroy the power of the
Pope. Neither Ferdinand nor the Emperor could supply him
with money ; 8o he pledged his paternal estate for 1500 crowns,
which he distributed among his men in a bounty of a crown to
each man, telling them they must look for their pay in the riches
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of the Vatican and the pillage of Italy. His bold confidence of
success encouraged his troops to brave the hardships of a new
campaign ; and in order to remind them of the ultimate end of
their expedition, he carried with him, say the Italian historians,
a golden halter which he every now and then pulled out of his
bosom, alleging it was prepared for the neck of his Holiness ; at
his saddle-bow hung a similar halter of red silk, to which he
pointed as ready for the Cardinals. It is more than probable,
from the rude spirit of the age and the want of pay for the
soldiers, that this was only an idle boast suited to the ears of his
Lutheran soldiers to lure them on to Italy; for we do not find
that the Protestants were guilty of greater cruelty or rapacity
than the Spanish troops. Be this as it may, Fronsperg himself
was cut off in the midst of his martial career. He was suddenly
seized with a paralytic stroke which obliged him to be taken in
a litter to Ferrara, where he soon after died, leaving the command
of the troops to Bourbon, who led on the Spanish forces.

At the very moment that Fronsperg was marching to relieve
Milan, Charles sent Fieramosca, a Neapolitan gentleman, with
amicable letters to Clement desiring him to treat with the Viceroy
on terms of peace. Clement despatched Fieramosca to Bourbon,
informing him of the treaty and requesting him to delay the
advance of his army. Bourbon replied that nothing but a large
sum of money could arrest his progress ; his soldiers were without
pay and could not be restrained. The Pope drew letters of
credit on a bank in Florence for 50,000 florins to satisfy the
necessities of the troops. The soldiers, fearful of losing their
hopes of pillage, endeavoured to tear the messenger to pieces;
he contrived however to escape from their fury, but fell into the
hands of the peasants, who, but for the intervention of a monk
of Camaldoli, would have put him to death.

The wary policy of Charles may lead us to doubt whether he
was sincere, or whether he was only keeping up the farce of
a certain outward respect for the Pope, while at the same time
he issued secret directions to push the advantage against him to
the utmost. The Pope saw his danger, and agreed to a suspen-
sion of arms for eight months. He consented to remove the
interdict against Colonna, and to pay 60,000 crowns; thus hoping
to avert the approach of a foreign army to the gates of Rome.
Bourbon however refused to be bound by this truce. He had
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reason to complain of the Emperor for having broken his promises.
The duchy of Milan', which had been offered as a reward for his
treachery to his king and country, was still withheld. He found
himself at the head of a numerous army of soldiers without means
to pay them, and even if his own ambition had not pushed him
on, he could never have controlled the advance of the army who
had come so’ far with the hope of booty. A general without
money has but a slight command over his troops. What aggra-
vated the miseries of war in those days was, that undisciplined
armies frequently dictated terms to their leaders, and committed
all those excesses from which humanity shrinks.

The duke of Ferrara, eager to be relieved of so large a body
of soldiers, on the death of Fronsperg gave them cannon, pro-
visions, and all they required. The army turned with eager
gaze towards the Campagna of Rome. Destruction rushed on
the eternal city when it was least expected. Clement had just
concluded a truce with the Emperor; the army of the League
was strong and well appointed ; the duke of Urbino, the Venetian
general, was a courageous and experienced captain, but Clement
did not inspire confidence. Urbino had private wrongs to re-
venge, and while Bourbon advanced, the army of the League
delayed at Perugia to substitute one tyrant for another in the
command of the city.

An eye-witness® has given a fearfully graphic account of the
capture of the city. On the 5th May, 1527, Bourbon was at
the gates ; his army was so ill provided that they could not have
existed another day without food; the troops dispirited and
weakened were little disposed for an assault; but Bourbon saw
there was no alternative between certain destruction and the
capture of the city. After allowing them a short respite, towards
evening he assembled his army and addressed them in an ani-
mated speech, which so excited their courage that they with one
accord declared themselves ready to follow his commands. He
dismissed them to take a few hours of repose, with orders to be
under arms at dawn. He himself passed the night in consult-

1 The duchy of Milan was the great bone of contention during this war.
Clement, through his legates and nuncios, was making every effort to get it out of
the Emperor’s power; he secretly raised different detachments of troops to unite
against Milan. See Letters de Principi a* Princips.

3 Jacopo Buonaparte, Sacco di Roma dell’ anno 1527. Ragguaglio Storico.



1530.] HISTORICAL SKETCH. 23

ation with his generals and captains on the best plan of attack,
and enjoined them to represent to their several companies the
certainty of victory.

Meanwhile all was terror in Rome; scarcely had the Pope
heard of the enemy’s army having left Siena, when their arrival
at Viterbo was announced ; he was utterly confounded and at a
loss how to act. But a short time before he had disbanded 2000
Swiss and 2000 infantry of the Bande Nere. In vain he turned
to the cardinals and prelates asking counsel and assistance ; they
all stood aghast and dismayed. At one moment he thought of
flying to a seaport, at another of cutting the bridges and await-
ing the arrival of the army of the League: it was even proposed
to buy at any price the inactivity of Bourbon. This, the only
chance of safety, could not have been accomplished without an
enormous sacrifice, for which the Roman nobles were little pre-
pared. At length it was resolved to collect a body of troops
from among the artisans, workmen, servants, and stable-boys.
Renzi de Ceri took the command of this undisciplined corps,
about 3000 in number. The Pope assembled the Roman people
and exhorted them to take arms in defence of their country; he
entreated the wealthy inhabitants to advance the money neces-
sary. One only replied to this proposal, Domenico de Massimi,
the head of one of the richest families: so low was public spirit
fallen in Rome, that with the enemy at the gates he ironically
offered to lend 100 crowns.” He suffered most severely afterwards
for this parsimony ; his daughter fell a prey to the soldiers, while
he and his son were taken prisoners, and obliged to pay enormous
ransoms. ’

The Pope used the most exciting arguments to urge his
people to defend the city, pointed out the starved condition of
the enemy, their want of artillery to make a breach in the walls,
the extreme improbability that Lutherans would be allowed to
capture the Holy City; on the contrary, he doubted not that they
were brought there for their destruction: so energetic were his
remonstrances, that if it had been possible for him, consistently
with his papal dignity, to mount the walls and direct the city to
be put in a proper state of defence, something possibly might
have been done. But the ignorance of the multitude and the
gelfishness of Renzi lulled them into a fatal security. With the

! Guicciardini, Storia, vol. ix. c. 3, p. 48.
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Pope for their shield and 3000 troops in arms they thought
themselves invulnerable; the army of the League, they were
assured, would arrive next day and fall furiously on the famished
enemy to his utter destruction. So secure did they feel that they
would not allow the Pope to leave the city, nor the merchants to
send their most precious effects with their wives and children to
Civita Vecchia. They shut the gates and pronounced all ex-
aggerated alarm groundless ; yet with all this bravery there was
so much consternation that no active steps were taken to avert
the impending calamity. Renzi wounld not let them cut the
bridges for fear of a panic.!

Several days before, a man of the lower ranks, Brandano,
a native of Siena, a poor emaciated creature, went about the
streets almost naked, his red skin visible through his tattered
garments, fortelling the ruin of the priests and the court of Rome
as the prelude to the reformation of the Church. In a loud and
lamentable voice he repeatedly exclaimed that now was the time
to repent. The Pope even was not respected in his prediction,
but his ruin and that of the city was boldly foretold. When
cast into prison he only insisted the more on the truth of his
warnings, and the event established his character as a prophet.

The imperial army under arms at the gates of Rome consisted
of 30,000 foot,® of whom 9000 were archibugiers (sharp-shooters),
and a body of 6000 cavalry. Bourbon, clad in white uniform®
(sopravesta bianca), led the attack on horseback, riding hither
and thither encouraging his troops, and urging them to keep up
the character of their ancient valour and to fight even to the
death for the rich prize within their grasp. The Spanish troops
pushed forward to the assault, but were repulsed with bravery
by the Pope’s Swiss guard near Strada Giulia. The artillery
also played on them from an adjoining height, and committed

1 Guicciardini, Storia, vol. x. p. 49.

3 Muratori says that Bourbon’s army consisted of 500 men-at-arms, a con-
siderable body of light horse, 5000 picked Spanish troops, 2000 Italian infantry,
besides 4000 Germans who joined Fronsperg’s 1400 or 1500 men. It is difficult
to know accurately the number of the besieging army, as it was much increased in
its passage by needy adventurers, who hung on the rear with the hope of spoil ;
every one in those days was a soldier, and all were ready, and greedy of acquisition.
—See a full account in Ragguaglio Storico.

3 As sopravesta means an outer or over garment, it most probably was a
white oloak.
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great havoc where the battle was thickest. The enemy resolved
to enter towards S. Spirito near the garden of Cardinal Ermellini,
where the walls were low, and where there was a small house at
one corner ill defended: a thick fog prevented the artillery from
being rightly pointed ; the cannoneers were obliged to trust more
to the ear than to sight. Bourbon became impatient, and gave the
example of valour to his soldiers by first ascending the scaling-
ladders, then beckoning with his right hand he urged his men
to mount ; at this very moment a ball struck him and he fell
mortally wounded. When dying he desired them to conceal his
death; a cloak was thrown over his dead body, and the army
was kept in ignorance of their loss, lest the soldiers should be
discouraged. The ball which struck Bourbon is said to have
been fired by the eminent and eccentric artist Benvenuto Cellini,
whose account is as follows :—

“ Bourbon’s army had already appeared before Rome ; Ales-
sandro del Bene asked me to go with him to see what was doing;
on the way we were joined by a young man called Cecchino
della Casa. We arrived at the wall of the Campo Santo, and
here we saw this wonderful army making strenuous efforts to get
within the city. Many of the enemy lay slain; near that part
of the wall which we approached they were fighting with all
their might, the fog was very thick; I turned to Alessandro
and said to him, ‘Let us return home as quickly as we can, for
there is no possible remedy (remedio al mondo). See, some are
mounting and others flying.’ Alessandro much frightened said,
“Would to God we had not come here!” and turned round quickly
to go away. But I reproved him, saying, ¢ Since you have
brought me here we must do something worthy of men; and
pointing my gun where I saw the fight thickest and closest, I
aimed at one raised above the others, though the fog did not
allow me to see if he was on horseback or on foot. I immediately
turned to Alessandro and Cecchino and told them to fire off their
guns, and shewed them the way to avoid a shot from without.
This we did twice each of us. I dexterously drew near the
wall, and saw an extraordinary movement among the enemy,
caused by our shots having killed Bourbon: it was he, as I
afterwards learned, whom we saw carried off by his men. We
then left, and passing by the Campo Santo entered by St. Peter’s
and out by the church of St. Agnolo, and thus arrived at the
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gate of the castle with great difficulty, because Renzi da Ceri
and Orazio Baglioni wounded or killed every one who quitted
the combat on the walls.”

The impulse had been given, and notwithstanding the death
of Bourbon the generals renewed the attack with desperate
vigour. The denseness of the fog was favourable to them ; those
within made an obstinate resistance for more than an hour, but
about five in the afternoon some Spaniards were seen in the city,
they had passed through the window of the house which had
been overlooked. Renzi, who was the first to discover the
presence of the enemy, instead of making some show of defence
and selling his life dearly at the head of his troops, called out,
“The enemy is within, salvatici,” and fled towards Porto Sisto,
taking refuge in St. Angelo. The Pope, hearing the loud cries
of the soldiers, escaped by the covered passage on the walls to
the castle, weeping as he went, and lamenting that he was
betrayed by every one. He could see from the windows the
flight of the Roman soldiers and the butchery of the citizens.*

The castle was totally unprovided with provisions and am-
munition. The fugitives snatched in haste from the nearest
shops and houses whatever they could find. Such was the
crowd of prelates, merchants, nobles, courtiers, women, and
soldiers, who rushed to the principal entrance of St. Angelo, that
they could scarcely shut the drawbridge ; it fell with difficulty,
being rusty from disuse. About 3000 persons got in, among
whom were a goodly number of prelates, and all the cardinals
except Valle, Araceli, Cesarini, and Siena. They, being of the
Ghibelin party, thought themselves safe in their own palaces,
but soon found how woefully they were mistaken. Cardinal
Pucci while running to St. Angelo fell, was trodden on by the
crowd and much wounded in his head and shoulders; he was
pushed by his servants half dead through a window. Cardinal
Ermellini® and Jacopo Salviati, brother of the cardinal, were
drawn up in a basket, the archbishop of Capua, the Datary
Giberti, and several others. Many Spaniards, Flemings, and
Germans, who had inhabited Rome for years, took refuge in the
palace of the Colonna.

1 See Vita di Benwenuto Cellini, p. 70. Firenze, Felice le Monnier, 1852.
2 8ee Appendix A.
3 Jac. Buonaparte, Sacoo di Roma, p. 64. Milano, 1844.
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The Spanish stragglers who first entered, seeing the city
undefended, summoned their comrades, and killed every ome
they met in the streets. Some of the Roman soldiers were so
vile as to join the Spaniards and act with them to save their
lives ; but we must remember these were not regular troops, but
servants and stable-lads musterad in haste, without discipline or
military training. The Spanish soldiers put to the sword every
band of military they met; even when they laid down their
arms and fled, they followed them into the churches and cut
them to pieces, for by the laws of war a city taken by assault is
not entitled to mercy or quarter.

The whole army soon entered Rome; they broke open the
Pancrazio gate and fell upon the wine and provision shops to
satisfy their hunger. At first some respect for the Pope was
manifested ; they said as Bourbon was dead they were willing
to come to terms. Upon tHis he sent the ambassador of Portugal
to treat with them, but the army, filled with wine, changed
their minds ; everything was in their power, why should they
submit to conditions? Luigi (Gonzaga, surnamed Rodomonte,
passed the wall by the Pancrazio gate near the vineyard of the
Settimana, crossed Ponte Sisto at the head of his detachment,
masgacring in his way an enormous multitude. Sciarra Colonna
and Luigi commanded a body of infantry ; the men of all arms
were led on by Ferrante Gonzaga, but the supreme command
was given to Philibert, Prince of Orange. This numerous army,
set free from all restraints of discipline, advanced through Rome
towards the castle of St. Angelo, sacking, destroying, and mur-
dering as they went along. Their great desire was to have
the Pope in their power; they fiercely attacked the castle; a
Spanish captain tried to force the gates, but he being killed by
a cannon-ball the others were discouraged, and turned to gratify
their brutal passions in the massacre of the Roman people.!

Leaving a guard at St. Angelo they divided into different
bands, killing every one, and sparing neither age nor sex. At
the doors of the houses might be seen the fathers and mothers of
families whose sons had been murdered on the entrance of the
enemy, bathed in tears and clad in deep mourning; they offered

1 Muratori says that 4000 persons were killed by the victorious army, and Paolo

Giovio makes the number amount to 7000, and the booty to some millions of gold
florins. —See Muratori, Annals, vol. x., and Paoclo Giovio, Storia di suoi temps.
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their property, their houses, all they possessed, and besought
them in the most lamentable accents of heartfelt grief to spare
their lives and the remainder of their families. Their helplessness
only excited the ferocity of the soldiers, they were deaf to the
instincts of humanity, and put every living creature within their
reach to the edge of the sword. .They appropriated to their own
use the treasures of this wealthy city ; the abundance of precious
things within their reach seemed to whet the insatiability of their
greedy appetites ; but everything in this world has a term, and
even atrocity may be weary of its misdeeds.

There was but one house in Rome exempt from outrage, the
palace of the Holy Apostles, inhabited by Isabella, Marchioness
of Mantua, whose son, Ferrante Gonzaga, was one of the com-
manders in the imperial army. She had come to Rome in the
year 1525 to keep the jubilee, and had protracted her stay there,
expecting the Pope to confer on her son Hercules Gonzaga the
diguity of Cardinal; but he had always on one pretence or other
delayed doing so, and it was not till the 6th of May, 1527, the
very day of the capture of Rome, that he sent the red hat to her
palace.! By this time, warned by her son of the approach of the
imperial army, she had fortified herself in the palace of the Holy
Apostles, walled up the windows and doors, and placed a guard
to defend it. She shut herself up there with all her family,
dependents, and property. Domenico Venieri, the Venetian
ambassador, took refuge with her, and she afforded protection to
many Roman families. Isabella had received reiterated promises
of safety from Bourbon,’ and from her son Ferrante; they told
her if she could but defend herself for two hours they would
come to her assistance and preserve her from the general calamity.
The same day the city was taken, Alessandro di Nuvolara,

Y dyrchivio Storico, Dispensa xvi. Append. xi. p. 235. Cromaca del Daino.
Firenze, 1845.

2 Bourbon was maternally descended from the Gonzaga family.  Clara,
Bourbon’s mother, was the daughter of Lodovico Gonzaga, Marquis of Mantus,
father of Francesco, Marquis of Mantua, Isabella’s husband and Ferrante's father,
" 8o that Bourbon was cousin of Ferrante, the General of the Spanish forces. His
parentage and consequent intimacy with the Gonzaga captains stimulated him to
aggressive incursions in Italy. Italians were not then awakened to the evil of
joining foreign invaders against their own countrymen. In former times it was
the Italians themselves who summoned and led on foreign troops to the ruin of
their country.
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captain of the Italian infantry, ran alone on foot with a small
black-and-white silk flag stuck in the crest of his helmet, to the
palace of the Holy Apostles, to see his sister Camilla, who was
with the Marchioness Isabella. As soon as he was recognised
by those within, a rope was thrown down to him from the top of
the wall, fastened firmly to a pole; this he secured round his
waist and was drawn up to the top: we can better imagine than
describe the terror of the ladies and all those immured within
. the palace, when he related to them the capture of the city and
the death of the duke of Bourbon. A short time after a Spanish
captain, called Alonzo, arrived as directed by Bourbon. Next
came a German captain to defend the palace. Finally, Ferrante
Gonzaga', Isabella's son, set a guard of soldiers at the gates.
For eight successive days Rome was exposed to the evil and
licentious passions of the soldiery; this, says the old Ms. from
which this account is taken, wounld not have been allowed for
more than a single day had Bourbon lived to retain the command.
The palace was taxed with a sum of 50,000 or 60,000 golden
crowns as compensation to the soldiers; this was paid by the
nobles and other persons who took refuge there. Isabella and
her own immediate family alone remained exempt; the Venetian
ambassador also, because he was not known to be there. It was

1 He was the youngest son of Francesco, marquis of Mantua. Being without
patrimony he resolved to make himself a name and a fortune by the military pro-
fession. For this purpose he went to Spain in 1523, when he was only seventeen
years of age. Three years after in 1526, tired of idleness and pleasure, he returned
to Italy at the head of a hundred men-at-arms, and took service under his cousin
Bourbon, then on his way to Rome. His Roman Catholic education filled him with
some scruples as to the legality of taking up arms against the Pope. He was on the
point of allowing his soldiers to depart without him, when the recollection of his
mother's hazardous position at Rome caused him to change his mind, and de-
termined him to march for her protection. At this time he was twenty-one years
of age, war had not yet blunted his compassion, and his biographer describes him as
more occupied in protecting the defenceless than in securing plunder. ¢ Perciocchd
mentre con sete, e con aviditd insaziabile attendevano gli altri a saccheggiare,
e a far prigioni, egli con filial pietd, e con fatica e con pericolo incredibile atteso
a porre in sicuro, con la Marchesana, la pudicizia e I'onore di molte matrone, e vergini
nobilissime Romane........ D. Ferrando lontano da far preda e guadagno di cose
altrui, che in quells tanta e si gran confusione, perde egli buona parte delle sue
proprie pid care: per ristoro delle quali, e per usar la magnifica madre gratitudine al
magnanimo figliuolo del pietoso ufficio, si opportunamente fatto per lei, e per I altre
da lui, la detta Marchesana gli fece dono di diecimila ducati.”—GosELLINI, Vils
di Don Ferrando Gongaza, p. 6. Pisa, 1821,
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reported that Ferrante,' Isabella’s son, got 10,000 of these crowns
for his share of the booty as captain.

After many days of violence and bloodshed the Spaniards
began to feel some compassion for the helpless multitude. The
Germans, more brutal, indignant at this departure from what
they called the rules of war, began to suspect treachery; but
they were soon quieted when told by the Spaniards, that the city
being taken, and no resistance shewn, it would be folly not to
retain some alive in order that they might discover the immense
hidden riches yet to be found. This reasoning gave rise to a
new and more dreadful species of torment. They entered the
most splendid houses, and bound the owners, fathers and brothers,
while they committed every species of indignity and outrage.
‘When the daughters at the approach of these wretches fled for
protection to their mothers’ extended arms, they caught hold of
them by the hair of their heads and threw the mothers on the
ground, already frantic with grief and indignation. Some even
tore out their eyes that they might not see the violence offered
to their daughters death in such cases was hailed as a blessing.
Many fled to caves and cellars, where they died from fright and
hunger.*

Two days after the capture of the city, Pompeo Colonna, the
personal enemy of Clement, came to Rome to rejoice over the
misfortunes of his fallen foe; but the sight of the streets filled
with dead bodies, the groans and lamentations of women,
children, and prelates, crying out for relief in their torments,
awakened him to better sentiments; he devoted his whole

1 ¢Isabella remained shut up in the palace for twelve days. As soon as the
chief miseries had subsided and there seemed a pause in the lawless violence of the
soldiers, she left Bome with all her suite. She was escorted by a strong band of
military to the Tiber, where she embarked for Ostia. The Venetian ambassador,
disguised as a porter, passed unnoticed through the crowd. From Ostia she went
on horseback to Urbino to see her daughter the duchess, then passing by Ferrara
she stopped to visit her brother, duke Alphonso; from thence, says the chronicler,
she proceeded to Mantua. At Governolo she found her son Hercules waiting her
arrival.  With her own hands she placed on his head the Cardinal’s hat conferred
on him by Clement VII., and taking boat went by the Mincio to Mantua; here
the Venetian ambassador left her, it is said, without taking leave—but these were
not moments for compliments; he did not feel secure till he reached Venice,
where he fortunately arrived in safety.”—drchivio Storico, No. x1. Append. p.

3 Jac. Buonaparte, Sacco di Roma.
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attention to relieving the distresses of the innocent sufferers, and
used his influence and authority with the army to mitigate the
horrors to which the city was exposed. He put the citizens in
places of security, and prevented them from being tortured by
fixing a price for their ransom, and when they could not pay he
advanced the money himself. His vast palace was filled with
ladies, whom he nobly protected from insult, and his doors were
opened to all who fled to him for relief.*

In those days of family and hereditary vengeance it was con-
sidered an act of singular greatness of mind, that he forgot the
injuries of his enemies, and made no difference between them and
his friends. He paid a large sum to ransom a noble matron and
her beautiful young daughter, of the family of Santecroce, a
member of which had killed Pompeo’s father. In one act only
did he gratify his vengeance—he set fire to Clement's vineyard
near Ponte Molle. Clement, when he saw from the heights of
St. Angelo his vineyard smoking, turned to the Cardinals and
said, “Pompeo is only doing what I deserve in return for my
having burned his villages in the Campagna of Rome.” The
lancers surrounded the castle, with loud cries of ¢ Death to the
Pope!’ but Clement still held out, daily expecting the arrival of
the army of the League.

During this interval of anxious suspense, such was the
scarcity of provisions in the castle of St. Angelo that even the
Pope was obliged to eat horse-flesh, and subsequently he and
the Cardinals sat down to dine on the carcase of an ass. The
Spanish captains, Philip Cerbellione and Mendano, who besieged
the castle, dug a trench round it, and were so determined to
starve the Pope into compliance with their demands, that they
adopted the most rigid and cruel measures against all who con-
veyed provisions to the castle. A poor old woman found carry-
ing some lettuces to the Pope was barbarously strangled with
a halter, and hung up before the walls: some boys were shot in
the act of fastening some green vegetables to a cord which was
let down from the windows.

The number of dead bodies lying unburied corrupted the air.
The plague made its appearance; if the sword had slain its
thousands, this fell disease cut down its tens of thousands; here
there was no distinction of country, of victor or vanquished,

! Paclo Giovio, Vita del Card. Pompeo Colomna, p. 174 seq.
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the poisoned breath passed over all. It crept into the castle of
St. Angelo, and the Pope began to fear for his life. In this
emergency he laid aside all pride, and stooped to ask assistance
from his bitterest enemy. He sent a message to Pompeo Colonna
signifying that there was no hope but in the lance of Achilles,
meaning Pompeo, and requesting him to come and consult
with him what was best to be donme. Pompeo, though of
a violent and vindictive temper, was of a noble and generous
disposition : grieved at the sufferings of the Roman people,
touched by the Pope’s misfortunes, his resentment was dis-
armed ; he willingly consented to the interview desired. They
met with mutual emotion, and on Pompeo’s part with a sincere
desire to mitigate the evils he had himself brought on his
country. The Pope and he wept together over the ruins of
Rome, and the insults offered to the dignity of the priesthood.
Both blamed themselves for the folly of their unholy resentment
and forgetfulness of the clerical character, and deeply mourned
over the ignominy to which the temporal and spiritual authority
of the Pope and the clergy had been exposed. This burst of
emotion over, they concerted means for Clement’s deliverance.!

The first thing was to procure money to pay the soldiers;
their demands were exorbitant ; there was no possible means of
satisfying their lust of gold. The church plate and ornaments
had already been melted down ; no more money was to be found.
Clement in vain pleaded that if they would but set him at
liberty he would then have credit to find the sum required.
They would not trust his word, but at last an expedient was
found. The Pope consented to give hostages, and the soldiers
themselves were to make the choice. They selected six of
the richest Florentines, relations of the Pope: Giovan Maria di
Monte (afterwards Julius ITI.), Onofrio Bartolino, archbishop of
Pisa; Antonio Pucci, bishop of Pistoja; Giovan Matteo Giberti,
bishop of Verona; and Lorenzo Ridolfi, brother of Niccolo the
cardinal.

These hostages were delivered up to the Geerman troops as
security for the fulfilment of the Pope’s engagement. They
carried them off with barbarous threats of vengeance on their
devoted heads, if gold was not forthcoming. But it was by no
means 80 easy & matter to procure the enormous sum demanded.

1 Paolo Giovio, Vita di Pompeo, p. 176.
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The merchants as well as the nobles were ruined. The Pope
as a prisoner had no credit, no one would advance him money.
The soldiers, enraged at the delay, frequently brought out the
hostages to Campo de’ Fiori chained like malefactors; they
erected a gallows and summoned the executioner to do his office;
the slightest excitement among the spectators would have com-
pleted the tragedy. These unhappy gentlemen were thus ex-
posed three times to taste the bitterness of anticipated death;
each time their entreaties and promises prevailed on the soldiers
not to lose the only security they had for payment, and the
hostages were spared to renew the negotiations on behalf of their
persecutors.

Their friends, especially Pompeo, indignant at this barbarous
treatment, were determined to release the hostages from their
distressing situation; after much consultation they contrived a
plan which was crowned with complete success. They corrupted
the guard with handsome presents, invited them to a sumptuous
banquet, where rich wines secretly drugged were copiously
served ; in a few hours the partakers of this feast were sunk in
8o deep a slumber that even the firing of a cannon at their ears
would not have awakened them: the friends of the hostages
seized the auspicious moment to set them free, unloosed their
chains, and assisted them to mount the roof, from whence over
the tops of the houses they secretly made their way out of Rome,
and reached the camp of the duke of Urbino in safety.'

Their escape was a new dilemma for the Pope, and the army
was more eager than ever to get him into their power to wreak
their vengeance. Clement still indulged hope that the army of
the League would free him from his painful position; he had
also expectations from Florence ; but his native city, which had
prospered so many years under his family, proved faithless in
" this critical conjuncture. Besides the fear of bringing such a
powerful, greedy army into Tuscany, there was a strong party
who hated the Medici family, and gladly seized this opportunity
to throw off its yoke. Clement, notwithstanding his abilities
and talents for business, was universally disliked ; he was of an
uncertain, slow, and treacherous nature; no one could confide in
him, for he broke his most solemn promises whenever it suited
his interest, and reaped the natural fruit of such conduct—he

! Vita di Card. Pompeo, p. 176.
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was thoroughly despised, and deserted in the hour of his greatest
need. His avaricious turn of mind induced a love of hoarding;
he paid his body-guard so badly that he could scarcely keep
them together! The name of Antichrist was commonly and
familiarly applied to him.

For twenty-five years previous, the pulpits had resounded
with warnings of ruin to Rome: ever since the time of Savo-
narola, who in 1497 preached so boldly against the vices of
luxury, there had been a general impression that the papal power
was about to fall and the end of the world near at hand.
Those men who had no thought of the glory of God or the
spread of true religion, and who would at another time have
fallen down in adoration before the deified Vicar of their own
creation, joined in the general outcry against Clement for his
treachery and bad faith.

But the Christian, however much he may detest the papal
system as in direct opposition to the whole spirit of the gospel,
cannot but compassionate the sufferings of the man. We can
scarcely imagine a more pitiable situation than that of Clement :
shut up in the castle of St. Angelo, deprived of the necessaries
of life, trembling for his very existence, listening to the loud
derisive shouts of the soldiers who were leading about his friends
and companions under his very windows, and subjecting them
to every species of insult which could shock the eyes and offend
the ears of a Pope accustomed to the utmost show of deferential
respect from those who call him infallible. Few perhaps know
better than the Popes themselves what a vain boast is this
infallibility ; but in proportion to the height to which this pre-
tended infallibility had raised him, was the depth of the humilia-
tion to which Clement was exposed. The cruelties and atrocities
exercised by a victorious army during the capture of Rome, of
Christians against Christians, may be written on the same page,
with few exceptions, as the horrors of the late mutiny in India.?

1 “La paga di Clemente non era tale, che bastasse a dar I’ orzo a' cavalli ne
a cacciare loro la fame, o miseramente vestirgli. Perch? servendosi Clemente dell’
Armelino avarissimo Camerlingo, e con lui per simigliansa di natura congiunto
haveva talmente assottigliato le paghe de’ cavalli che non se ne vedeva alcuno pur
degno del soldo, non che della guardia della persona e del palazzo.”—Paolo Giovio,
Tita ded Card. Colonna, p. 165. Venet. 1657.

3 In proof of this we need only cite one instance of greedy barbarity recorded
by Jacopo Buonaparte in his history of tho sack of Rome. “A troop of Germans
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An anonymous Italian writer, says Gerdes, has given an
account of the sack of Rome, which was translated into Latin by
the learned Gaspar Barthe.! The account runs nearly thus:

We must not be silent on the evil doings of the German
troops, who surrounded the castle of St. Angelo scoffing at the
Pope. They mounted asses and mules, and went in procession
through the city, exhibiting to the whole Roman population
a spectacle calculated to throw ridicule on the priesthood, acting
as it were a comedy in their dresses, under the windows of the
castle of St. Angelo. One of them, taller and handsomer than
the rest, put on the richest pontifical robes, placed the triple
crown on his head, mounted a magnificent charger, and led a
procession of soldiers dressed as cardinals and nobles, with
bishops’ mitres on their heads; some in scarlet robes, others in
white tunics to represent the priests; they were followed by
persons blowing trumpets and beating drums, in imitation of the
Pope’s band. When this procession passed some noble’s house
or in front of St. Angelo, the pretended Pope raised his hand in
imitation of his holiness, as if in the act of blessing the people.

When the fictitious Pope was tired of going on horseback
they carried him in a chair of state, and in view of their prisoner
held up a cup, drinking to his health and to his 'perpetual im-
prisonment ; the pretended cardinals and bishops each drank in
their turn as faithful sons of the Holy Father, and swore that
they would never again contribute to the building of the Temple,
but would obey the Emperor as their sole and lawful prince,

had taken prisoner a prelate richly adorned with gold chains and jewels; on his
finger was a fine diamond ring worth about £60. or £80. One of the soldiers struck
with its brilliancy seized on his hand to draw it off, but growing impatient at not
being able to get possession of it so quickly as he wished, & corporal of his company
exclaimed, ‘I will soon get it off.” Then with his sword at one stroke he severed
the finger from the band, took the ring and gave it to his comrade, and threw the
finger in the face of the prelate.”’—Jacopo Buonaparte, Sacco dé Roma dell’ anno
1527, p. 84.

1 Barthe, or Bartheus, a German of noble family, was born at Custrine in 1587.
He studied at Eisenach; at twelve years old he translated into Latin verse the
Psalms of David, and at the age of sixteen he published a treatise on the manner of
reading the Latin Classics. He visited Italy, Switzerland, and France, and finally
established himself at Leipzig and Halle, where he died in 1658. He left several
esteemed commentaries on Latin authors.—See Niceron Memosres, and Barthii
Pornodidas calon Cygnae, 1660, 8th edit. p. 137, apud Fabricium in Centifolio
ZLutherano, Pt. 1. p. 96 seq.
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maintain their oath faithfully, and never by deceit or falsity
undermine the Roman Empire, but act according to the precepts
of St. Paul, who commands obedience to magistrates, as do also
Christ and Peter and all Christians. They swore to maintain
this oath at the peril of their lives.

The Roman Poutiffs and Cardinals had always acted in a
contrary manner, and had excommunicated kings and emperors
of Christian States for no other reason but because they refused
to submit their royal heads to the arrogance and pride of the
Pontiff. Thus innumerable evils had arisen which roused God's
anger against the whole human race ; every age under the Popes
had been marked by civil wars, parricides, and sacrilege, to the
detriment of everything good or right.

After much long-suffering God had turned their avenging
arms against the seat of all iniquity: we now see what those
have deserved who have moulded religion according to their
own fancies. There was no doubt that the Emperor had both
strength and power to avenge his ancestors and predecessors, on
whose heads the Pontiffs had placed their wicked feet.

He indeed swore (this was the military declaration of the
self-elected Pope) to be faithful and obedient to the Emperor as
long as he lives; after his death, all rights appertaining to the
pontifical dignity, by the consent of his predecessors, shall be
transmitted by will to Martin Luther, to the intent that he may,
for the public good, extirpate from the Apostolic See the vices
which for ages have been introduced by the intemperance of the
Popes ; that he may refit the barque of St. Peter, and furnish it
with new sails and cordage and fresh oars, the rowers having
too long allowed it to be exposed to the fury of the winds and
waves; those who sat at the helm have been unfit to guide its
course, and have gone about day and night amusing themselves
instead of attending to their office. He (the speaker) then cried
out with a loud voice, ¢Let those who are content to follow this
decision and ready to assist, give their consent by holding up
their hands.” Upon this the whole army raised their hands,
vociferating, ‘ Long live Pope Luther! long live Pope Luther!’
These things were done under the very eyes of Clement VII.,
whose feelings we may easily imagine.!

1 Dan. Gerdes, Specimen ltalias Reformatac, p. 18.
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In vain the Pope and his unhappy people looked for relief
from the army of the League: it was the 20th of May before it
arrived within nine miles of Rome.

The variety of opinions among the confederate generals, ex-
aggerated reports of the numbers and ferocity of the enemy, and
the small zeal entertained for the Pope’s interests, combined to
paralyse their energies. When at last they did march and
arrive near the city, a vague alarm made them quickly wheel
round again, on the pretence that they had not troops enough to
cope with the victorious army.

The Pope, when Urbino retired, saw there was nothing left
but to regain his liberty by consenting to all that was required
of him.!

A report that Lautrec the French general was advancing
with a considerable force to unite with the army of the League
in the liberation of the Pope, made the chiefs of the imperial
army fear to lose the fruits of their rapine. They resolved to
sally out of Rome to meet the enemy; but the soldiers were no
longer manageable, they refused to stir without their pay, and that
not of months but of years. The Pope as a prisoner could raise
no money, the Emperor’s dubious instructions were susceptible
of different interpretations ; some of the generals thought he did
not wish the Pope to be liberated till he paid the uttermost
farthing. The Prince of Orange and Morone the chancellor
were of this opinion, but Pompeo and the Colonnas advocated
his liberation under certain conditions, and assisted him in
getting an advance of money from the rich artisans, through
Bernardo Santi da Ruti, podesta of Rome. To Francesco Angeli,
the Emperor's messenger, who had just arrived from Spain,
a cardinal’s hat was promised. Morone, the imperial chancellor,
was rewarded by the gift of the bishopric of Modena for his
son.! Pompeo had the legation of La Marca; several cardinal’s
hats were put up to auction and bought by the highest bidders ;
Grimani and Cornaro, both Venetians, were successful purchasers.
Sanseverino, Caraffa, and Palmieri, Neapolitans, came forward
with money, which they exchanged for cardinal’s hats. To

1 For an exact and impartial statement of all that regards Francesco Meria
della Rovere, duke of Urbino, commander-in-chief, see Denistoun’s able work,
Momoirs of Dukes of Urbino, vol. iii. 1851.

2 Paolo Giovio, Jetoria de swoi temps, p. 178.
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satisfy the Emperor five cardinals were given as hostages;
three were sent to Naples, Trivulzio, Pisano, and Gaddi. Pom-
peo became security for Orsini and Cesi; he took them with
him to Subiaco, loaded them with benefits, and then let them
go free.

All was now arranged for the Pope to leave the castle; a
detachment of troops was to accompany him to Orvieto, a town
which then belonged to Tuscany. Pompeo gave him a fine
Turkish horse for the journey, and some baggage mules; he
presented him also with a Spanish jennet as white as snow, for
the purpose of carrying the host, it being the custom to carry
the wafer in a box covered with crimson velvet on horseback
before the Pope, when he travelled or moved from place to place.

But Clement was afraid of trusting himself to the troops.
They were appointed to do him honour, but he felt there was
a possibility they might detain him prisoner. The night before
his journey he disguised himself as a servant of his steward, or
maestro di casa, and escorted by Pompeo reached Montefiascone,
and from thence proceeded to the convent of Orvieto.

Charles, when he heard of the sack of Rome, expressed the
deepest horror and distress : it is possible these were at first his
real feelings; at such a distance he could scarcely have been
cognizant of the event till it had actually taken place. Bourbon
was a soldier of fortune; he had been promised the Duchy of
Milan, and there can be little doubt that the object of this ex-
pedition was the hope of the kingdom of Naples. His death left
the army without a leader, their pay was in arrears; Philibert,
Prince of Orange, who took the command, had not the same in-
fluence as Bourbon over the soldiers. But though Charles may
not have planned this insult to the Pope, he was just the character
to profit by its occurrence. Mercurino di Gattinara, commissary
to the imperial army, in his letter to the Emperor, which gives
an account of the army’s entrance into Rome, says, ““ One thing
requires your Majesty’s careful consideration, namely, how is
this city to be governed, and whether or not ts anything of the
Apostolic See to be retatned? There are three other points which
it is necessary your Majesty should consider by anticipation:
one is, what would your Majesty wish done should his Holiness
and the Cardinals go to Naples, as has been proposed; are they
to be taken to Spain, or not? another is, what if the Pope should



1530.] HISTORICAL SKETCH. 39

escape from the castle by aid of the enemy ? in the third place,
should it come to an assault, and the Pope unluckily fall 2’ Here
we see the imperial ministers were prepared for the most extreme
contingencies, and openly sought direction from their master.
The mention of carrying him to Naples in this letter shews that the
Pope’s fears of putting himself into the hands of the escort were
but too well grounded. For a moment Charles thought of bring-
ing the Pope a prisoner to Spain; this however was but the vain
ambitious thought of a young monarch, who wished to be able
to say that two such princes as Francis I. and the Pope had
been his prisoners within two years. On cooler reflection he
listened to the objections advanced by the Spanish prelates, who
entreated him not to offer so great an affront to the head of the
Church. He then wrote to order the liberation of Clement, but
secretly dictated such hard conditions that he was detained six
months in prigon before money could be raised to pay the soldiers.
Such was the scarcity of specie that he was obliged to take all
the gold and silver offerings from the shrine of Loreto, and to
put up the dignity of Cardinal to auction to.complete the sum
demanded ; this covered the Papacy with ignominy. He was
also forced to give up Ostia, Civita Vecchia, and Civita Castellana,
put the strong fortress of Forli into the hands of the Emperor,
and to send to the imperial court his two nephews, Ippolito and
Alessandro de Medici, to grant him a crusade in Spain, and the
tithe of all property throughout his (the Emperor’s) dominions.
Charles also obliged the Pope to promise to call a general Council
within a given time.

Such were the hard terms of a treaty which Clement was
obliged to ratify before he obtained his liberty ; but much as he
had suffered at Rome, the defection of Florence cost him a still
deeper pang. As soon as the news of the Pope’s imprisonmsent
reached Florence, the republican party shook off the authority
of the Medici family, and Cardinal Cortona, who governed in
Clement’s name, was obliged to withdraw. As a proof that
their power was gone, the Florentines took down all the arms
of the family® from the palaces and from public establishments,

! Seo translation of this most interesting historical document in Dennistoun’s
Momotrs of the Dukes of Urbino, vol. iii. p. 18.

* This seems a favourite practice with the Tuscans: in 1848, when the Grand
Duke secretly left Tuscany to screen himself from the usurpations of the Radical
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and ran their swords through the portraits of Leo and Clement
which hung in the new church of the Annunziata.

This was a blow which deeply wounded the dispirited Pope ;
he had already experienced how little he could count on the
French party, and knew not where to look for succour. Not-
withstanding all he had suffered from the Emperor, or rather on
account of what he had endured, he resolved to lean on him as
the only power strong enough to assist him in recovering Florence,
and determined on the first favourable opportunity to make a
league with Charles.

While the princes of Italy were occupied with incessant wars,
the doctrines of the Prince of Peace were making rapid progress
throughout Europe. For two years there had been no Roman
court ; the troubles and disasters of Rome were looked on by
the world in general as a chastisement for its corruptions; its
doctrines and abuses were publicly preached against, both from
the pulpit and in private houses. This was most remarkable
within the circle of the Pope's dominions ; Faenza, a town in
Romagna, distinguished itself especially by its efforts to throw
off the papal yoke.

The army of the Holy League, as it was called, instead of
defending the Pope, occupied itself exclusively about its own
interests. It was composed of troops raised in several states, all
of whom had occasion to complain of papal rapacity aund injustice,
and who availed themselves of this opportunity to reclaim such
portions of their different patrimonies as had been wrested from
them by the Popes. The Venetians took Ravenna; the duke of
Ferrara occupied Modena, which had been taken from him by
Julius IL ; the duke of Urbino and other smaller states re-
possessed themselves of different fortresses and towns which had
been forcibly snatched from them, and instead of defending the
Pope a8 their spiritual head, they evinced by their actions that
they looked on him as their common enemy.

The same causes worked to prevent national independence
in Italy three hundred years ago which contributed to rivet her
chains of servitude in the revolutions of 1849 ; for then, as in

party, within twenty-four hours after his departure every insignia of his family
arms or sovereign rule was pulled down, the escutcheons burned and broken, and:
a mild and indulgent reign of twenty-five years forgotten in a moment. Such is
popular clamour !—8ee Porsecwtion in Tuscany. (Seeley, 1863.)



1530.] HISTORICAL SKETCH. 41

the nineteenth century, hopes beat high of freedom from foreign
domination, while the same petty jealousies and blind self-con-
fidence paralysed her noblest efforts and enfeebled her most
powerful armies. It was in 1526, before the sack of Rome, that
Giberti, Clement’s datary and confidential minister, wrote to
Ennio Filonardi, bishop of Veroli, “ This war decides the liberties
or perpetual slavery of Italy. There will be no need for foreign
aid ; ours alone will be the glory, and so much sweeter the fruoit.”*

In 1848 the newspapers rang with ¢ ltalia fara da s2, Italy
will herself accomplish her purpose. The issue in both cases has
been nearly the same, and the fruit disappointment and sorrow.

A memorable oration, recited at Rome by the bishop Jo.
Staphileus* Siburicensis, on the 15th May, 1528, in presence of
the Auditors of the Rota, is well worthy of being recorded. It
proves the strong conviction which upright men entertained that
Rome deserved the chastisement it had received. In this dis-
course he pointed out the true cause of the ruin of the city,
and declared that Rome was the very Babylon spoken of by the
apostles and prophets. These are his words.

“Tt is not we by any spontaneous act of ours, or of our own
free will, but God himself, the stern avenger of our wickedness
and iniquity........ God himself, I say, who by the hands
of most abandoned men, or rather savage beasts, has closed our
courts, overturned our tribunals, plundered this sanctuary of
justice of all the customary accessories to divine worship, and
profaned our books containing both human and divine laws
with which we administered justice to the whole world. ......

1 In essa si tratta O della salute, & della perpetua servitd di tutta I'Italia.
Lettere di Princips, 1ib. i. p. 194. Venet. 1581.

2 Staphyleus was in England in 1527. He was sent to Rome by Henry VIII.
to negotiate in favour of his divorce. His instructions were both public and
private. First he was to promise assistance in public affairs, and secondly
endeavour to convinoe the Pope and the Cardinals by learned arguments of the
invalidity of the king’s marriage. Taking advantage of Clement's distressed con-
dition after eight months’ imprisonment, he was desired to represent to him how
important it was that kings and princes should receive justice and relief from the
Apostolic See. As a reward for his exertions a French bishopric was promised to
Staphyleus, and a Cardinal’s hat was held out in perspective. The bishopric must
have been very speedily conferred, for in Burnet's History of the Reformation
we find a letter written from Bologna, bearing the date of 20th of January
1628, and signed Humsllimus Servitor Episcopus Staphyleus. See Burnet's Hist,
Reform. vol. ii. Record 12. p. 18.
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“ From whence, I ask, and for what cause, have so many and
such severe disasters come upon us? Because all flesh had
corrupted their ways. We were all citizens and inhabitants
not of Rome the holy city, but of Babylon the sinful city.
Concerning which the word of the Lord, spoken by lsaiah, is in
our time accomplished: How 1s the faithful city, full of justice
and holiness, decome an harlot! righteousness lodged tn st; but
now sacrilege and murderers : once a holy nation ; now a
like unto Gomorrah, a seed of evil doers, wicked children, un-
faithful priests, companions of thieves.' . ........ But let no
one think that this prediction of the prophet has already been
accomplished in the overthrow of Babylon, or of Jerusalem
under the Roman Emperors Titus and Vespasian. The words
of the prophecy evidently refer to a time present to the pro-
phet, not to the future. I think we must consider that, ac-
cording to ecclesiastical verity, future events were presented
in such a manner to the prophets, that by mental vision the
future became present. This we often find in Holy Writ. Bat
not to look far for a proof of this, the same prophet suggests
this very idea in the passage before us:* The daughter of Zion is
left desolate in the midst of hostile devastation.

“ This daughter of Sion, the apostle John in the Apocalypse
interprets to be, not Jerusalem but the city of Rome. This is
clear from his description if we examine it closely. John, or
rather one of the seven angels, expounding the vision which
John saw of the condemnation of the harlot, under the name of
Babylon means this city. The woman, he says, wkom thou
sawest 18 that great city whickh reigneth (this is to be understood of
the spiritual reign) over the kings of the earth.” He says that
she is seated upon seven hills: this description is appropriate
to Rome, for it was from this very circumstance called by the
ancients Septicollis.  She is said to be seated on many waters,
which signifies the many languages, races, and people which we
find here assembled more than in any other city in the Christian
world. Thus truly is it called the common country of all from
whatever place they come. He (the apostle) says also, that she

1 Jeaiah i. 21; Exodus xix.; 1 Pet. ii. 9; Isaiah ix, 23.
3 Jgaiah i. 8.
3 Rev. xvii. 18.
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is full of names of blasphemy, the mother of impurity, forni-
cation, and abominations of the earth. These words are so clear
a description of the city that they require no further explanation.
For these crimes, though they reign almost everywhere, have
here their seat and empire.” On this oration Gerdes judiciously
remarks:

“Who does not see here the corrupt state of the ecclesiastical
order and of the Roman court? In contemplating the divine
judgments, we perceive that a reformation of morals and of abuses
was absolutely necessary. Through the wonderful providence
of God the Lutherans or Evangelicals, who urged such a refor-
mation, made daily progress even in Italy. The Italians them-
selves strove to emerge from darkness, and to return within
the bounds of that gospel truth and Christian life which they
had forsaken.’

The popish clergy had engrossed the greater part of the
riches and power of Christendom. They lived in the utmost ease
and luxury; so numerous were the corruptions in worship and
doctrine, that a very small proportion of common sense and
a moderate study of the New Testament brought the abuses
into open day.’

In the beginning of 1528 war was publicly declared against
Charles by the kings of England and France; his injurious
treatment of the Pope was the pretext for this aggression, but
Francis was urged to this hostile attitude, partly to defend his
injured honour for refusing to ratify the humiliating treaty
which he had signed while a prisoner in Spain. Indignant at
an insult offered to his ambassador,' Francis told Granvelle,
Charles’s envoy, that as a gentleman he had never forfeited his
word or honour, and he who dared to say otherwise, “I give
him the lie to his face, and instead of explanations, let us meet
in the field for single combat, and decide our differences by the
sword.” In answer to this defiance, Charles sent a herald-at-
arms to the French court, where a curious scene took place in
the great hall of the royal palace at Paris. A sort of tribunal

1 Johan. Wolfii Zectionum memorabilium et reconditarum, tom. ii. f. 300—2.

3 Dan. Gerdes, Specimen Italiae Reformatae, p. 23. ed. 1766.

3 Burnet, Hist. Rsform. vol. i. p. 23.

4 Calvimont, whom Charles arrested; in return Francis sent Granvelle to the
Chatelet. Lacretelle, Hist. d¢ France, tom. vi. p. 342.
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or court was constituted, with a raised seat of fifteen steps’ ascent,
with a marble table in front. On the 10th of September, 1528,
the herald-at-arms sent by the Emperor was solemnly received
by the king, who sat in state, surrounded by the king of Navarre,
his nobles, and the foreign ambassadors. Francis told them
the object of their meeting was to settle the terms on which the
Emperor and he should meet in single combat, to clear their
honour and avoid the effusion of blood. Then turning to the
herald, said, “ Have you brought a writing, fixing the time and
place of combat?” The herald, who had nothing decisive to
communicate, evaded the question. Francis insisted on a clear
and pointed answer: this not being forthcoming, the king dis-
missed him in anger and loaded his master with reproaches for
his injustice and cowardice.

Italy was the battle-field where their quarrel was to be fought.
Lautrec was named generalissimo of the French forces; and
after hovering some time in the north of Italy, he marched through
the Roman states, and quickly subjected the whole kingdom of
Naples ;' if any city was so unfortunate as to make the slightest
resistance, it was sacked and given over to the licence of the
soldiery. Lautrec, after taking possession of the Abruzzi, marched
on to Calabria; but while he was pursuing these conquests the
imperial army advanced by another route to defend Naples.

This large and populous city had now to contend with the
evils of famine as well as those of war; and great therefore was
the joy of the inhabitants when they saw four large vessels laden
with corn and provisions nearing the port. Doria, at that time
in the pay of France, drew these off with his gallies, and finally,
being succoured by a reinforcement of troops sent him by
Lautrec, a fierce engagement took place at sea, in which the
valour of Doria gained the victory.

But this success, so far from proving advantageous to the
French, was in fact the great cause of their ruin in Italy. The
viceroy of Naples, eager to snatch the loaded gallies from the
power of Doria, had the imprudence to risk his own life in the
battle; he was joined by several persons of eminence, among
others the marquis of Vasto and Ascanio Colonna. The viceroy
was killed in the engagement, and the rest taken prisoners. The
marquis of Vasto, seeing Doria somewhat disgusted with the

! Giannone, Storia di Napoli, vol. xi. p. 67 seq.
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French, made such seducing promises of freedom for Genoa, his
native town, that when his time of service expired with France
he made offers to Charles. These overtures were gladly accepted,
for they brought Genoa within his power without striking a blow.
The French felt this loss very sensibly, and became aware too
late, how important it was for them to have retained the friend-
ship and services of Doria.

A deadly enemy shewed itself at this time in the French
camp. The imperial army, whose excesses at Rome had been
visited with the plague, carried the infection to Naples; it not
only raged within the walls, but spread through the surrounding
country, and mowed down the most distinguished persons. The
pope’s legate fell a victim. Lautrec their general being a strong
man was able to bear up for six weeks against its debilitating
effects, but he sank at length under the discouraging state of his
army and the harassing conviction that none of his plans were
successful. Discipline was lost at the death of their leader, and
the cause of the French ruined. The marquis of Saluces took
the command, but finding the army so reduced in numbers, re-
treated towards Aversa, then invested by the Prince of Orange.
He held out but three days, and was obliged to capitulate, giving
up his standards, artillery, and baggage. The officers remained
prisoners of war, and the soldiers, reduced from 30,000 to 5000,
were allowed to return to France.

On the first turn in the success of the French, all the towns
which had submitted to them returned to the allegiance of the
Emperor, and revenged on the weakened and disordered troops
the cruelties which had been exercised on themselves. There
were no other means of paying the imperial army than by con-
fiscating the estates of those who had sided with the French;
and the nobles, who had been obliged to submit to the violence
of the enemy, were now forced to ransom their lives by paying
large sums of money to the imperialists, who sacked and burned
the cities quite a8 much as the French had done; and the miser-
able inhabitants, who had no choice of peace or war, were in all
cases the sufferers.

While this contest was going on in the kingdom of Naples,

! See Guicciardini, vol. ix. p. 163, ed. Pisa, 1820, Muratori, Amnali, vol. x.
p. 300. Du Bellai, Lacretelle, Hist. de Franos; and Paolo Giovio, Istoria di suoi
tomps.
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a like struggle took place in Lombardy, between the same parties
and for the same objects. Antonio di Leva the Spanish general
had possession of Milan; the Emperor here pursued the same
gystem he had followed at Naples, that of sending no pay for his
troops, and leaving his generals to their own expedients for
raising money. Di Leva, after fleecing the inhabitants to the
uttermost farthing, was reduced to put a heavy tax upon bread
and flour; no person was allowed to bake at his own house on
pain of death; every loaf was stamped with the Austrian double
eagle, and none but the rich could enjoy the luxury of eating
bread. On this occasion it was jocularly said that the Emperor
to his numerous titles had added a new one, that of baker. As
soon a8 the siege of Naples was taised, Doria sailed for Genoa,
got in by night, shut up Trivulzio the French general in the
castle, and announced to his countrymen that they were free,
and at liberty to secure their freedom by rational laws. Trivulzio
capitulated, and was allowed to march out of the castle with the
honors of war.

Charles finding his affairs prosper, was by no means averse
to secure these advantages by an honorable peace. Clement
preferred reconciling himself with his enemy to treating with his
friends : and Francis, seeing it impossible to hold both Naples
and Lombardy, thought it wisest to come to terms with his rival.

Clement got the start of Francis in his arrangements with
the Emperor. He sent a legate to Barcelona to negotiate with
Charles, and thus gained the darling wish of his heart; for
the Emperor engaged to replace the Medici at Florence in their
former power. Clement secured its durability by obtaining
the consent of Charles to give Margaret his natural daughter in
marriage to Alexander, natural son of Lorenzo de Medici, whom
he promised to place on the ducal throne. In return for this
concession on the part of the Emperor, the Pope granted him the
investiture of the kingdom of Naples, and he agreed to do homage
for it, by sending him a present of a white horse every year.
The Pope also gave him the patronage of twenty-four churches
within the Spanish dominions, and promised to crown him with
the imperial crown and give his troops a free passage through
the Pontifical states.  All this was agreed to without difficulty,
but there was one article which produced a warm discussion.
The Pope wished Charles and Ferdinand to oblige the Lutherans
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by force of arms to return to the bosom of the Church; but
these princes knew better than he did how vain it was to expect
men of free and independent minds, enlightened by the word
of God, to return to the practice of idle ceremonies ; neither was
there any hope that they would submit to have a religion forced
on them by violence. Charles therefore proposed rather to
convince them by a general Council; but this was the most
obnoxious of all remedies to Clement, and the treaty was in
danger of breaking off at this very point; till at length Charles
agreed that the Pope should first employ his spiritual arms
against the refractory, and if he failed of success he might
appeal to the other powers of Europe, when Charles and Ferdi-
nand would come to his aid with more substantial weapons to
reduce them to obedience.

The peace of Cambray soon followed this reconciliation be-
tween Charles and Clement, assured the tranquillity of Europe,
and greatly redounded to the glory of two ladies, who, possess-
ing the unlimited confidence of both monarchs, were mainly in-
strumental in bringing it to a conclusion. Margaret of Austria,
aunt to Charles V. and Governess of the Low Countries, and
Louisa of Savoy, mother of Francis L, met at Cambray to confer
upon terms. They inhabited houses contiguous to each other,
and were employed for more than a month in regulating the
different articles.

These two ladies had both been brought up in adversity,
and became widows at an early age; they were both accom-
plished and full of talent, though their characters were essentially
different. Margaret was endowed with a deep and penetrating
genius, she was a perfect adept in self-possession, and conse-
quently an excellent politician: during her administration of
the Low Countries she avoided war, cultivated literature and
the fine arts, encouraged agriculture, and made the general
welfare of the people her constant study. She bore a grudge
in her heart to France, from being early affianced to Charles
VIIIL., brought up in that country as its future queen, and then
sent back to her father Maxmilian on Charles's marriage with
Anne of Brittany.

It was owing to her skill in negotiating the peace of Cam-
bray, that Austria was so greatly favoured, and the interests
of France sacrificed. This was the last act of her life; she died
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at Brussels in 1530, rejoicing that she had secured the good
of her country. She had been twenty-nine years a widow : her
husband Philibert le bel, duke of Savoy, died four years after
their marriage; she evinced her tenderness for his memory
by desiring to be buried in the white marble tomb which she
had erected over his remains, in the handsome church of Brou
near Bourg in Bresse.

Louisa of Savoy, duchess of Angouléme, was younger than
Margaret. She was a beautiful woman, of a fine commanding
figure. At twenty-two years of age she lost her husband, Charles
of Orleans, count of Angouléme, and was obliged to retire
from court with her two children, Francis and Margaret! Her
affections thus cruelly wounded centered entirely in her children,
and she was fully repaid by their affectionate attachment. She
taught them also to love each other, and amid the trials and
temptations of a throne Francis found his purest joys in the
affection of his mother and sister. Louisa was not deficient
either in firmness or penetration, but was so excessively avari-
cious, that she sacrificed the best interests of the son she loved
8o well, to gratify her love of hoarding. The loss of the duchy
of Milan was occasioned by her withholding a sum of 40,000
crowns, destined to pay the troops. Though she remained a
widow, she was not exempt from the influence of the tender
passion ; her love for the constable Bourbon, at forty years of
age, was the ruin of France; unsuccessful in her designs on his
heart, she claimed his estate and drove him forth a traitor from
his native land. When not warped by avarice, she governed
well and impartially, as was proved when she was regent after
the battle of Payia, during Francis’s imprisonment.

She wrote a journal® of passing events, which extends from
1501 to 1522. Some have thought that this private record
betrayed a leaning to Protestantism; but there does not seem
much ground for this opinion, except that we find no allusion
to saints or the Virgin, and a constant acknowledgment of God
in all things. In fact, it is chiefly a sort of note-book for insert-
ing family births, deaths, marriages, and misfortunes. On the
25th January, 1501, she notes that her son’s horse ran away

1 Francis I. raised the County of Augouléme to a Duchy. Lacretelle, Hist.
de France, vol. vi. p. 223.

? 8ee Journal de Louise de Savoie. (Bound up in the best edition of Philippe de
Comines.)
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with him and put him in great danger, and adds, “but God,
the protector of widows and defender of orphans, who foresees
all things, would not abandon me.” She several times notes her
son’s attention to her. For instance, 11 January, 1514, “my
son, to shew his love for me, accompanied me on foot from
Cognac to Angouléme, and was most agreeable company ;" and
15 October, 1522, at St. Germain en Laye, she says, “I was
very ill of the gout, and my son sat up with me all night.”
There is only one entry which shews her dislike to religious
orders, and seems to savour of Protestantism. In December,
1522, “my son and I began by the grace of the Holy Spirit to
know the hypocrites, white, black, and grey, colour of smoke,
and of every shade; from whom may God by his goodness and
clemency preserve us; for if Christ is not a liar, there are not
more dangerous persons in all the human race.” At her death
in 1531, 1,500,000 gold crowns were found in her coffers.

By the treaty of Cambray, Francis was to pay two millions
of crowns as the ransom of his children, who were hostages in
the hands of Charles, to renounce all pretensions to the kingdom
of Naples and the duchy of Milan,' and to marry Charles’s sister
Eleonora, the queen-dowager of Portugal. The 24,000 crowns,
which were to be paid at the moment of the delivery of the two
princes, were put into wooden boxes, 12,000 in each box, carefully
packed and sealed with the seal of the Spanish deputation, and
also by the French deputies. To prevent all fraud or mistake,
it was arranged that a boat should cross the river Bidassoa, which
divides the two countries, containing only two persons, a French-
man and a Spaniard; that when the boat was examined the
Spanish gentlemen should call Velasco, the constable of Castille,
who was waiting on the Spanish side, and the French gentleman
should call Montmorency, who was on the French boundary; and
then the constable of Castille should push off his boat which
contained the queen-dowager of Portugal and the French king's
sons, while at the same moment Montmorency should arrive

. 1 John Galeazzo Visconti, duke of Milan, married Isabella of France; her
daughter Valentina became the wife of Louis duke of Orleans, brother of Charles
VI. Bhe brought him for dower the cities of Virtd and Asti. From this marriage
sprang Charles, duke of Orleans, father of Louis XII., and of John, count of Angou-
1éme, grandfather of Francis I. Thus arose the claims of these two kings to the
Duchy of Milan, as heirs of the Visconti property.—S8ee Lacretelle, Hist. de Fromce.

VOL. L. B
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with the money.' There were other articles in the treaty deeply
humiliating to Francis. The suit which had been instituted
against Bourbon was to be annulled, the stigma against his name
removed, and the family property restored to his heirs.

The Pope and the duke of Savoy were included in this peace,
and Francis bound himself not to prejudice Charles’s interests
either in Italy or Germany. Distasteful as many of these
articles were, Francis eagerly signed them, determined to recover
his children at any price; and even stooped so low as to be
faithless to his allies, the Venetians and Florentines, rather than
leave his sons any longer in Charles’s power. As he had no
intention of keeping any of his engagements he made little
difficulty about the terms, though he evinced some sense of
shame on deserting his allies, by avoiding a meeting with the
ambassadors when he went to pay his respects to Margaret
after the ratification of the treaty.

‘When Charles signed the treaty with the Pope at Barcelona
he was already on his way to Italy. He had been the more
ready to make peace with the Pope as he wished to receive the
imperial crown from the hands of the pontiff; and on the 12th
of August, 1529, he set sail in Doria’s galleys, twenty-eight in
number, accompanied by sixty vessels, having on board 6000
foot and 1000 horse, and after a passage of fifteen days reached
Genoa. Florence trembled at the news of his arrival with so
great a force, for it knew well who was to be be the victim:
but the Pope, unwilling that more damage should be done to his
native city than was necessary for its submission, persuaded the
Emperor to send his troops to Lombardy ; both the Pope and
the Emperor felt anxious, though from different motives.

The Pope arrived first at Bologna about the end of October,
it being etiquette for the prince to whom the greatest honour
was paid to be waited for. Charles set out from Genoa on
horseback, followed by a numerous suite. Knowing the Pope’s
displeasure against the duke of Ferrara, he tried to avoid passing
through Modena ; but Alfonso, anxious to appeal to the Emperor’s
justice and to recover one of his cities which had been taken
from him, presented himself before Charles at the confines of
Reggio, and behaved with so much deference and courtesy that
he insinuated himself into his good graces, and was allowed to

1 See Varillas. Du Bellai, Memosres.
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accompany him during the remainder of his journey. Charles,
in this his first visit to Italy, was anxious to form as impartial
a judgment as his interests permitted; he took therefore great
pleasure in the conversation of Alfonso. Finding him a person
of rare penetration and great experience, he frequently granted
him secret audiences, during which Alfonso succeeded in shewing
him how he had been pressed on all sides, and obliged to enter
into treaty with the allies. His frank and noble bearing won
the esteem of Charles and of all his suite, who were regaled with
the atmost luxury and magnificence during the two days they
were at Reggio.

Charles reached Bologna on the 5th of November, a time of
year when the weather in Italy is usually bright and clear. The
evening before he slept within a mile of the city, where magnificent
preparations had been made for his reception in due form.! He
entered the town accompanied by a numerous train of cardinals,
who with the chief nobles had gone to meet him at the Certosa,
escorted by a troop of horse and foot soldiers. He was arrayed
in a splendid suit of complete armour, over which was thrown
a gorgeous mantle of gold brocade, leaving the right arm and
breast exposed to view, and he was mounted on a beautiful dark
bay charger richly caparisoned in the Spanish fashion. The
young nobles who escorted him and carried the canopy were all
dressed in rich vests of white satin lined with gold brocade,
which contrasted tastefully with their black velvet hats, white
feathers, and rose-coloured stockings.

The Pope, robed in his pontifical state dress, awaited his
arrival seated in a chair of state on the lofty steps of the church
of St. Petronio. Intelligent spectators must have found matter
for curious reflection at the meeting of these two great persons.
It would be difficult to describe the feelings of Clement when
he saw the powerful young monarch approaching, whose troops
had inflicted such deep and cruel injuries: but they were both
such complete masters in dissimulation, that not a word or look
betrayed their inward thoughts. Charles, as he drew near,
dismounted and advanced to kiss the Pope’s toe, but he withdrew
his foot and gave him his hand to kiss, and then kissed him

1 There is a minute description of the order in which he made his entry, written
by an eye-witness, Isabella, Marchioness of Mantua, to Renée, Duchess of Ferrara,
her sister-in-law.—8ee Appendix B. '
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on the cheek. Clement seemed all paternal kindness and affec-
tion; they entered the church of St. Petronio in solemn proces-
sion, and were lodged in the same palace in adjoining apart-
ments ; this was purposely arranged, in order that they might
meet and discuss the affairs of Italy in general, and their own
peculiar interests, without ceremony or etiquette. Charles was
quite ready to gratify the Pope in his wish to subjugate Florence,
for he saw that unless the Medici family were reinstated, French
influence would prevail there; he agreed therefore to send the
army of the Prince of Orange into Tuscany, provided the Pope
would give 60,000 ducats for the maintenance of the troops.

" The restoration of Modena and Reggio to the duke of Ferrara,
and the arrangements with Venice, were knotty points which
occupied the diplomatic talents of the two princes. Charles
hoped to have displaced Francis Sforza, and to have taken im-
mediate possession of the Duchy of Milan; but Sforza’s close
alliance with the Venetians made this more difficult than he
expected, for he had not sufficient ready money at command to
hire additional troops to take it by force. Anxious to return to
Germany, where the troubled state of the empire on account of -
religion, and the dread of the Turks, made his presence necessary,
he reluctantly listened to the Pope’s persuasions to pardon Sforza,
and at length sent him a safe conduct, with leave to come and
justify himself. When introduced into the Emperor’s presence
he protested his innocence of the accusation against him, and
declared that such was his confidence in Charles’s justice that
he willingly gave up the safe conduct granted him: as he spoke
he threw it on the ground at Charles’s feet. This noble action
8o won Charles’s confidence that he instantly saluted him Duke
of Milan, thus avowing his intention to grant him possession.
It took however more than a month to settle the terms with the
Venetians; but at length it was arranged that Francis Sforza
should within a year pay to the Emperor 400,000 ducats, and
500,000 more in ten years’ time; meanwhile, till the first year’s
payment was made, he agreed to give up Como and the castle of
Milan. This enormous sum occasioned heavy taxes to be laid
on the impoverished inhabitants of Milan, already half ruined
by the exactions of s0 many contending armies, and the ravages
of famine and the plague; but ambition has no bowels of com-
passion, and must be supported at any cost. The Venetians
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were obliged to give up Ravenna and Cervia to the Pope, and to
cede to the Emperor all their possessions in the kingdom of
Naples; the duke of Urbino was included in this peace, and
Ferrara was left to make terms with the Pope. These pre-
liminaries settled, Charles agreed to withdraw his troops from
Milan, and thus all Italy, Florence alone excepted, was freed
from the miseries of war; and the Emperor now became impatient
for the ceremony of his coronation. For this purpose the Pope
and he prepared to go to Rome by way of Siena; but just as
Charles was about to set out, he received letters from his brother
Ferdinand hastening his return to settle the disputes about re-
ligion. This urged him to press the Pope to confer on him the
iron crown, as king of Lombardy, at Bologna. The crown was
sent from Monza; it is described by Muratori,' who quotes
Rinaldi, a8 a circlet of gold about five inches wide with a thin
plate of iron within to strengthen it: not that any body at that
time ever dreamed thas this piece of iron had formerly been
used as a nail at the crucifixion of our Lord; it was not till a
hundred years after that any particular veneration was shewn
for this crown. The 24th of February,® 1530, was the féte of
the Apostle St. Matthew, it was also Charles’s birthday, and
more than once during his life it was signalized by some happy
or prosperous circumstance : on this day the battle of Pavia was
won, Francis taken prisoner, and Charles’s preponderance in
Italy confirmed; and now the Pope on this same day placed
the imperial crown on his head in the presence of all the chief
princes of Italy. He had been already crowned at Asquigrana
in 1520, with the crown of Charlemagne, with more pomp.! In
Charles’s Itinerary we find that he received the iron crown from
Cardinal Cinque Porte, and the imperial crown from the Pope.*

1 «On cerchio d’oro, largo pid di cinque dita, con una lamina di ferro nel di
dentro, per tenerla a mio credere forte, senza che alcuno sognasse allora quel ferro
essere un chiodo della Passion del Signore, convertito, e spianato in quella lamina,
N alcuni d’essi scrive, che si mostrasse alcun segno di venerazione a quella Corons,
come cento anni dopo immagind il Ripamonti nella sua Storia di Milano.”—
Mouratori, Annali, vol. x. p. 316.

2 Robertson says the coronation took place on the 1st of January, 1530, but the
Italian historians Muratori and Guicciardini date it on the 24th February, 1630.
Paolo Sarpi says 24th February, 1529, but this discrepancy of a year is accounted
for by the different modes of calculating the commencement of the Christian era.

3 Bee Sleidan, Commentar. ed. Argentorati, 1621, pp. 60, 181.
4 Thus there were three distinct coronations. Charles was crowned with the
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The Pope would not allow the duke of Ferrara to be present
at the coronation ; but Charles, anxious not to leave behind him
any cause of discord, prevailed on the Pope to give him a safe
conduct to come to Bologna, where he pleaded his case before
the Pope and the Emperor; and it was finally decided that
Charles should be the umpire: meanwhile the contested cities,
Modena and Reggio, were to be put into his hands. The Pope
was in the end much disappointed, for on due examination
Charles decided in favour of the duke of Ferrara.

The Emperor left Bologna in the month of March, and pro-
ceeded towards Germany, satisfied that whatever trouble Ger-
many might give him, Italy was quiet and under his command,
and he was now at liberty to devote undivided attention to his
German subjects.

A Diet had been held at Spires in the beginning of 1529,
to which the Pope sent the Count de Mirandola as his legate,
urging them to make war against the Turks; but the Diet re-
fused to take any other subject into consideration till the points
in dispute with regard to religion were settled. The discussions
which had been going on for some years, both in print and by
word of mouth, had deepened the general sense of the corrup-
tions of the Church, and conscientious men began to see it to
be their duty to make public protestation against these abuses.
The Church saw the danger, and endeavoured to weaken its
opponents by suggesting subjects on which all were not unani-
mous; but the landgrave of Hesse, a man of a wise and
penetrating judgment, warned them that dissension among
themselves would ruin their cause. After a long discussion, the
Diet resolved that a decree should be issued to the effect that
the edict of the former Diet of Spires required explanation.
That the Diet of Worms was to be obeyed till a Council was
held. That those who had made changes in religion should not
go farther, but be content with the innovations already made.

silver crown as Emperor of Germany, with the iron crown as King of Lombardy, and
the golden crown as Roman Emperor. A temporary bridge which united the palace
with the church of 8t. Petronio broke immediately after the Pope, the Emperor and
their train had passed, and numbers of the spectators were killed. The interpreters
of omens declared that this accident was a token that Charles was the last German
Emperor who would be crowned by a Pope; a prediction which was literally veri-
fied. See Bradford's Correspondence of Charles V. Begni, Storie Fiorentins,
vol. i. p. 243.
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That the mass was not to be abolished, and even where the
reformed opinions prevailed, it was not to be forbidden. The
doctrines of the Anabaptists were to be condemned under
pain of death. That with respect to preaching and printing
they were to be guided by the two last decrees of Nuremberg,
and their preachers were to be circumspect in their conduct
and guarded in their language, so as to avoid personal offence
or occasion of sedition amongst the people. That they were to
abstain from introducing new doctrines, and to preach the Gospel
according to the interpretation by the Church, without touching
on matters in dispute till the Council pronounced its opinion.
To these articles, mentioned by Paolo Sarpi, may be added
another against the Sacramentarians, which ordered them to
be banished the empire, and utterly condemned their opinions
relating to the Lord’s Supper.

The Elector of Saxony and five other Princes' (De Thou says
eleven) opposed this decree, saying they could not legislate
contrary to the preceding Diet, which had granted liberty of
conscience till the assembling of the Council ; this having been
unanimously agreed on, it could not now be altered except by
general consent. That in the Diet of Nuremberg the causes of
their discontent had been clearly pointed out, and even the
Pope (Adrian) had acknowledged the abuses which existed;
that notwithstanding the complaints made, no remedy had been
applied, and the one hundred grievances were still unredressed.
That a Council had always been looked on as the only means
of settling matters, but that by receiving this new decree they
would be rejecting the plain and simple word of God; if they
permitted the mass to be performed the former tumults would be
renewed. That they approved the article which enjoined them
to preach the Gospel according to the interpretation put upon it
by the Church, but it remained to be seen which was the true
Church of Christ. That by passing so vague a decree they
would be opening the way for much contest and disorder. In
conclusion, they determined never to give their consent to this
decree, and professed their readiness to lay their reasons before
the Emperor and the world at large. Till the meeting of a
general or Germanic Council they would take no decisive step.

Fourteen of the principal cities in Geermany joined in their

1 See De Thou, Hist. de son Temps.
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oppoeition to this decree; they published their protest and ap-
peal to the Emperor and a general Council, and from thence
were called Protestants, a name which was subsequently applied
to all those who embraced the reformed opinions.

Charles, when he heard of this bold step taken by the princes
and cities of Germany, was much displeased, and immediately
resolved to convoke a Diet at Augsburg for April 1530. In the
month of March of that year he left Bologna, fully resolved to
carry out the Pope’s advice to put down by force the reformed
opinions, and oblige his subjects to return to their obedience
to the Papal See. The papacy, by its very constitution, is an
enemy to liberty of conscience ; knowing it cannot command the
heart, it insists on external conformlty, and hesitates not to use
violence to produce submission.

Charles’s first step against the doctrines of the Gospel was
to forbid all preaching or printing opinions which appealed to
the word of God as of higher authority than that of the Roman
pontiff. As soon as the Emperor reached Innspruck, he sent
a message to the Protestant princes, requesting them to forbid
the preaching of their divines during the sitting of the Diet at
Augsburg. To prove that they were not actuated by any seditious
or revolutionary motives they immediately complied with his re-
quest, though it cost them something to deprive themselves of
the services of public worship ; but this matter had been debated
before between the theologians of the reformed party. Luther,
on being referred to, gave it as his opinion they ought to yield.
Melancthon seconded him, saying the Elector had no jurisdiction
in Augsburg; and on this point even Maimbourg, the popish
historian, who has given so erroneous an account of facts, gave
them full credit. “It must be allowed (he says) that these two
men, heretics though they were, taught a good lesson to all who
are under authority, shewing them by example that they are not
to make their own judgment their rule of action, nor to imagine
themselves absolved from obedience, unless the thing com-
manded be positively sinful.” The princes however, unwilling
to leave the field entirely open to popish preaching, would not
silence their own ministers till the Emperor promised to forbid
also the most zealous of the papal party from setting forth their
doctrines. This was a very important decision; for, contro-
versy being forbidden, the preachers who were appointed gave
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no offence to either side. Melancthon writes, ““ Nothing con-
troversial is introduced, but edifying instruction concerning the
- Saviour, and such as is necessary for the reformation of men’s
lives.” And in order to confirm Charles in these energetic and
repressive measures, Clement sent Cardinal Campeggio® as legate
to the Diet of Augsburg.

He also sent Peter Paul Vergerio, bishop of Capo d’Istria,
as Nuncio to Ferdinand, begging him to prevent the discussion
of religious subjects in the Diet, or the holding of a Council in
Germany ; and in order to render him favourable to his interests,
allowed him a part of the church property, and the loan of
all the silver plate in the churches to carry on the war against
the Turks.

‘When Charles reached Augsburg, about the middle of June,
he found all the electors already arrived, and was soon sur-
rounded by men of a different stamp from the wily courtiers and
abject flatterers who had waited on him at Bologna. The day
after his arrival being the féte of Corpus Domini, when they
carry about in procession the pretended body of our Lord, he
had a proof of the firmness and decision of the Protestant princes,
who refused to join the procession. The legate, piqued at this
open disavowal of the authority of the Church, suggested that
the Emperor should insist that the duke of Saxony be present at
mass at the opening of the Diet ; and if he refused, advised that
he should be deprived of his office of bearing the sword before
the Emperor on state occasions. The Elector in this dilemma
consulted the Protestant divines, and they were equally puzzled
how to decide; but at length seeing how important it was for
their party to maintain their station and dignity in the state,
gave it as their opinion, that in his quality of sword-bearer he
might, in this civil capacity and in obedience to the orders of
his sovereign, be present at mass; as Elisha did not forbid the

! Lorenzo Campeggio was the son of John Campeggio a celebrated lawyer, who
followed his father’s profession, and lectured on civil law at Padua and Bologna. He
was married and had three sons. After the death of his wife he went to Rome and
entered the Church. He was made bishop of Feltre in 1512, and created cardinal
by Leo X. while he was Nuncio from the papal see to the Emperor. Besides being
sent legate by Clement VII. to the Diet of Augsburg, he was also legate in England
to Henry VIII. He died in 1530 at Rome. His letters throw great light on the
history of histimes. He was thought to be & man of consummate ability and upright-
ness, though a bigoted Roman Catholic.
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Syrian captain after his conversion to go into the idol’s temple,
when the king required his services, and leaned on his arm to
worship. .

After mass, before the offertory, the papal Nuncio made a
speech in Latin which had little reference to religion, but con-
sisted chiefly of exhortations to declare war against the Turks,
and reproaches for suffering their inroads so long. He concluded
by proposing the Turks as an example ; ¢ they (said he) are true
and staunch in obedience to their prince, they have but one
religion and are faithful to it; but the Germans make new
religions every day, and look ipon thelr old forms of worship as
cumbrous and superannua

In the first sitting of the Dxet which was opened on the 20th
of June by the Elector Palatine, Cardinal Campeggio presented
his bull of legation, and harangued in Latin before the Emperor.
He was deputed, he said, by the Pope to exhort them to submit
to the reestablishment of his authority ; the changes made in the-
ceremonies of public worship and in doctrines had been the cause
of much confusion in the Church and disorder in the state ; this
was owing to a want of Christian charity and forbearance: he
entreated them in a courtly tone, for the love of Christ to lay
aside their errors, and think only of the safety of Christendom,
by which they would obtain the approbation and blessing of his
holiness. This has ever been the language of Rome, smooth
and conciliating to the ear, but in action fierce and unrelenting,
while pursuing its cold and calculating system for the subjuga-
tion of the minds of men. ‘

The archbishop of Mayence answered for the Diet, that the
Emperor would do all that lay in his power to reconcile differ-
ences of opinion, as well as to defend his empire against the
Turks; in this he hoped for the cooperation of the other princes
of Europe, and thus the Pope’s most anxious wishes would be
fulfilled.

The other ambassadors having spoken to the same effect, the
Elector of Saxony, conjointly with the reformed princes and
Protestant cities, respectfully presented to the Emperor their Con-
fession of faith in Latin and German, entreating him to allow
it to be publicly read. But the Emperor, not choosing it should
be read in full Diet, put off the reading till next day, when it
was recited aloud before the Emperor in a saloon capable of
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holding two hundred persons. The legate would not authorize
by his presence so bold a step, by which men presumed to think
for themselves on matters of faith, independently of the authority
of the Church. None but official persons were present, the Pro-
testant princes, and the deputies of those cities who had embraced
the reformed opinions. A copy in Latin and German was pre-
sented by Bayer' and Pontanus. They came forward into the
middle of the assembly with the papers in their hands, and as
Bayer opened the German copy, Charles intimated his will that
it should be read in Latin ; but Frederic the Elector said mildly,
“ As we are in Germany, we entreat your majesty to allow us to
express ourselves in our mother tongue.” Bayer then proceeded
to read in so loud and audible a voice, as to be heard beyond
the precincts of the hall by the numbers who were eagerly listen-
ing. He read slowly and distinctly, and the reading of the
whole document occupied two hours. The Emperor listened
attentively, promised to take the subject into serious considera-
tion, and, having taken the Latm copy, courteously dismissed
the assembly.

. This Confession of faith, or as it was then called ¢ Apology,’
had been drawn up with great care. Luther furnished the
outlines, but it was polished into form by the elegant pen of
Melancthon, who spared no pains in making it clear and concise.
It consisted of two parts. The first treated chiefly of points
which were in the main acknowledged by both parties, namely,
the unity of God, original sin, the incarnation, justification,
the ministry of the gospel, the church, the administration of
the gacraments, ecclesiastical orders, the ceremonies of the
church, civil government, the day of judgment, free will, the
cause of sin, faith, works, and the worship of saints.

The second part contained an explanation of the controverted
articles, and the enumeration of some abuses; these occupied
seven chapters, namely, communion in two kinds, the marriage of
the priests, the mass, confession, difference between meats, vows,
monastic orders, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

The Protestants expressed themselves willing to give a fuller
account of their belief, if required, and declared they had com-
mitted these articles of faith to wntmg in obedience to the
Emperor’s cominands ; if the other princes would do the same,

1 Scott’s Cont. of Milner's Ch. Hist. Istoria del Coneil. Trident.
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they were ready to confer amicably with them, in the hope of
coming to a mutual understanding ; but if this was impracticable,
they trusted in the Emperor’s promise to induce the Pope to call
a general Council, when they would be ready to come forward
to defend their opinions in a free and Christian assembly.
Having in 8o many previous Diets appealed to a general Council,
they were determined never to desist from their demand until
they could arrange their differences by mutual consent.

The Emperor, desirous to consult the legate before he made
any reply to the Protestant princes, adjourned the debate. The
Italian theologians who had accompanied the legate advised
a refutation of the ¢ Confession,’ and that a censure, with Cam-
peggio’s name appended to it, should be published. But he was
too prudent to take so decided a step, and evaded all discussion
of doctrine by saying, that there was rather a difference in words
than reality in their definitions of articles of faith, and that he
could not compromise the dignity of the Holy See by entering
on what he considered disputes of the schools.

To the Emperor he remarked, that it would be a dangerous
precedent to enter upon disquisitions of doctrine, as it would
only sharpen the ingenuity of unquiet spirits who were eager for
novelty. That as to the abuses complained of by the Protest-
ants, their suppression would lead to greater evils than those
pointed out. He advised Charles to use his utmost endeavours
to influence the several members of the Protestant cause by
different motives, either by fear or hope of reward, as best suited
them.

In order to weaken in some degree the effect produced by the
reading of the ¢ Confession,” it was resolved that a refutation
should be also read, but without giving copies of it, in order to
prevent discussion and quench the interest felt on the subject.

There were various opinions about the ¢Confession’: some
were shocked at the impiety of the Protestants in touching with
unhallowed hands subjects held sacred for ages; others were
struck with the truth and simplicity of their confession of faith,
and thought it reasonable they should seek to have abuses re-
moved. Cardinal Matthew Lang, archbishop of Saltzburg, said
that a reform in the mass was necessary, the liberty to eat
different meats reasonable, and the abrogation of so many pre-
cepts purely human, just; but it was not to be borne that they
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were all to be reformed by a miserable monk. Cornelius Scoper,
the Emperor’s secretary, who had just come from Italy where
he had witnessed the venality and corruption of the papal court,
said, “if the Protestant preachers had money they might have
bought of the Italians what religion they pleased, but without
gold they would make no way.

The Emperor, following the advice of the legate, strove to
sow dissension between the princes and the ambassadors from
‘the German towns; but not succeeding, he ordered a refutation
of the Protestant ¢ Confession’ to be drawn up, and a separate
answer prepared for the deputies from the towns. He then
assembled the Diet, told them the ¢ Confession’ had been ex-
amined by pious and enlightened persons, and ordered the
refutation to be read in which their errors were condemned.
He acknowledged, however, that there was some need of reform
" in the Roman Catholic Church, which he promised should be
looked to, and begged they would trust to him and unite with
the Catholics, by which they would ensure to themselves every
reasonable concession; but if they refused, he would not fail
to take such measures as became his duty as protector and de-
fender of the Church.

The Protestant princes replied, they would go as far as their
consciences permitted, and that they were ready to lay aside any
error which could be proved from scripture to be such. They
requested a copy of the refutation to compare it with the ¢ Con-
fession,’ but their request was refused.

After much deliberation, seven Catholics and seven Protest-
ants were chosen to discuss the points in dispute, but these being
found too many to give any hope of unanimity, the number was
reduced to three; but they could only agree on what was unim-
portant, and the rest remained untouched.

The Emperor still entertained hopes of winning them over.
He told them they were in the minority, that their doctrine was
new, that it had been often refuted, and he was astonished
how they could have the boldness to accuse the Emperor, and
80 many princes in Germany, of error and mistakes in religion,
to say nothing of the stigma cast on their own ancestors and
near relations. But these reasons were not likely to have any
weight with persons who appealed directly to the authority of

1 Istoria del Concil. Trident.
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God himself for their belief; they denied that their opinions
were new, and begged to prove this from the writings of the
apostles as far back as the foundation of the Christian Church.
The Roman Catholic ceremonies, they said, were of comp'a.ratively
modern date, and had been gradually added by successive popes;
whereas thelr faith was in fact the most ancient. Though it had
been but newly revived, it dated from the time when the canon
of scripture was closed at the death of the apostles.

The legate, finding the Protestant princes immovable in their
religious opinions, drew forth the last arrow from his quiver.
He advised the Emperor to treat separately with each of the
princes, and offer them in private, for their compliance with his
wishes, some peculiar benefit or privilege; and, on the other
hand, threaten them with serious consequences if they refused
to return to the bosom of the Church.

To the Elector of Saxony he offered the investiture of his
estates, to (teorge marquis of Brandenburg the tutelage of his
nephew Albert, to the landgrave of Hesse he held out the hope
of the restoration of Ulric of Wurtemburg to his dukedom.

But these princes, being moved solely by conscientious
motives in throwing off the Roman Catholic religion, were deaf
to all offers of advantage, and publicly shewed forth the noble
and disinterested feelings which a true appreciation of the gospel
imparts. They would not 8o much as consent to the reestab-
lishment of the Roman Catholic rites in their dominions till the
assembling of the Council, which the legate promised should be
held within the year; rightly judging, that if once these cere-
monies were resumed, there would be no more talk of a Council.
The event proved their penetration, for fifteen years after the
Council was still a matter of promise. Clement’s successors
were as unwilling as he was to meet a free deliberative assembly -
called to sit in judgment on the abuses of the Church.

The answer to the refutation was rejected by the Emperor;
he forbade all further debate, declaring he would never forsake
the ancient religion which had been handed down through suc-
cessive ages. The Elector of Brandenburg' further took on him

1 Joachim, Elector of Brandenburg, had previously distinguished himself in
persecuting the reformers. This bigoted prince had confined to her chamber his
own wife Elizabeth, on account of her attachment to the Gospel, and was intending
to immure her perpetually; when by the help of her brother, the exiled king of
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to say, that unless they obeyed the rest of the states he would
join the Emperor in compelling their submission to his decrees.
But in this he went too far, a8 the other princes denied their
consent, and even the Emperor deemed it an unwarrantable
threat. The Elector of Saxony desired his chancellor Pontanus*
to reply to the Elector of Brandenburg in the name of the Pro-
testant princes.’

Luther, though he had not deemed it expedient to be present
at the Diet, accompanied John, Elector of Saxony, as far as
Coburg, in order to be near enough to communicate by letter with
his friends. He diligently employed his pen during these few
months of retreat, and was the comforter of the most desponding
of the reformers, being strong in faith, and sure that God would
protect and prosper his own cause. 'When he heard of the
weakness and inanity of the refutation drawn up by the popish
divines, he congratulated Melancthon *that all good and wise
men seemed in better spirits since they heard this empty refuta-
tion.” One of Luther's writings which made a great impression
was an address or admonition to the ecclesiastical members of

Denmark, she escaped from Berlin, was conveyed in the waggon of a peasant, and
hospitably received by the Elector of S8axony.—8ee Milner’s CAwrch History, vol. v.
P 543.

! Gregory Pontanus was the son of the chief magistrate of the town of Witten-
burg, who brought up his three sons to different learned professions. Gregory had
8 fine literary taste, and while studying the law as a profession he made also con-
siderable proficiency in general learning. When about thirty years of age, he was
appointed Chancellor to Frederioc the Wise. He held frequent communications
with the Pope’s legate, and Gattinara the Emperor's minister. At the Diet of
Augsburg much happy influence was attributed to the eloquence of Pontanus. He
was always a favourer of pacific measures. He diligently studied the scriptures,
and was well versed in the controversies of the Church, but he sought chiefly to
cultivate the true spirit of religion, as shining in its daily influence on the heart and
life. His eloquence is much celebrated, and it was aided by a fine powerful voice,
a comely presence, and a dignified deportment. He firmly advocated what he
thought right, even though it were not agreeable to his superiors ; yet he knew how
to yield a ready and graceful concurrence when arguments were suggested which
his judgment could approve, even though his first impression had been different.
He never used his influence at court to advance his private interest or ambition.
He was by nature prone to anger, but had obtained a complete command over this
feeling. The Elector Frederic, he used to say, was his first preceptor in this art of
self-command ; he frequently repeated the words of our Saviour, * Learn of me, for
I am meek and lowly of heart,” and observed that he deprecated being hindered in
prayer and other religious duties by nourishing angry and resentful feelings. He
died at Jena, Feb. 20, 15567, at the advanced age of seventy years.

3 Melchior Adam. See Soott’s Cont. of Miiner's CA, Hist. vol. i. p. 536.
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the Diet. Among other things he says, “ The most specious
charge against us is innovation ;" and after enumerating various
particulars, he exclaims, ¢ The really ancient usages among you,
usages sanctioned by the canons and fathers of the Church, may
be comprised in a nutshell ; while the world itself is filled with
your novelties. One worships and invokes St. Ann, another St.
Christopher, another St. George, &c.; in short it is impossible
to recount the new objects and new rites of worship that have
been introduced, the date and origin of most of which may be
distinctly traced ; but where were the bishops and dignitaries
to raise their voices against these innovations?’ Speaking of
sermons he says, “Nothing was heard in them of Christ,
nothing of faith; the very best resounded only with the in-
vocation of saints and the worship of the Virgin.” His testimony
upon the last of these topics is very remarkable. “I myself
once, as much as others, paid to Mary what was due only to
Christ. Him I regarded as an angry judge: Mary as the
fountain of grace, to whom all our hopes were to be directed, if
we would not be left utterly to sink in despair. And was not
this an absurd and horrible novelty? Yet who reproved the
authors of such falsehood and blasphemy? They taught us to
fly from Christ as a minister of vengeance, and to transfer to
another all the confidence which we ought to have placed in him.
From such deceivers therefore we learned nothing but idolatry.
I know the truth of what I say, for I was brought up among
them, I saw it with my eyes and heard it with my ears.” In
another passage he says that “he and his friends sought no
diminution of the rank and revenues of the prelates; it hurt them
not that they were lords and princes : they were ready to obey
their authority as far as conscience would permit; and they de-
sired no provision for themselves: God would take care of them
in that respect. They only asked peace and exemption from
persecution : they had sought, and would seek nothing but that
the gospel might have free course.’

Soon after the violent threats thrown out by the Elector of
Brandenburg, the Elector of Saxony left Augsburg. Before his
departure, on taking leave of the Emperor, he expressed his con-
viction “ that the doctrine of the ¢ Confession’ was firmly founded

1 See Scott’s Cont. of Milner's CAurch Hist. vol. i.
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on Scripture, and that the gates of hell could never prevail, or
even stand against it.""

The Diet rose at the end of October without coming to any
decision. After the departure of the princes, the Emperor passed
an edict for the maintenance of the ancient usages of the Church
of Rome, and forbade all changes in the mass, the sacraments, or
in ceremonies; the images were to be set up which had been
destroyed, and their worship continued. He forbade justification
by faith to be taught, ordered the married priests to put away
their wives, church property which had been sold to be restored,
the Virgin and saints to be still invoked, fasts and holydays
observed, and the monasteries to be newly peopled. He an-
nounced that the Pope would be entreated to convoke a Council
within six months, or a year at the latest. To ensure the
observance of this edict, it made void every appeal and exception,
and enjoined all to devote their property and energy, nay even
their lives, towards its execution, under penalty for disobe-
dience.

But though the Emperor had sat in the judgment-seat, and
assumed the prerogative of God himself by dictating a re-
ligion to his subjects, and in his decrees annulled the oracles
of divine truth, he had no power to force the conscience, nor
could he even please the Pope. Though he had been guided
by the suggestions of the legate in his negotiations with the
Protestants, the Pope thought he had infringed on the province
of the Holy See, simply by hearing the opinions of the Re-
formers, and much more by making any changes without his
authority ; he was still more deeply grieved at the promise of
a Council, and a given time being fixed for its meeting; this
he thought was taking too much upon him, and that it reduced
the Pope to be his agent, instead of his superior.

With these impressions Clement deemed it prudent to write
letters to the several princes, giving them an account of what
had passed, with his own interpretation. He had hoped, he
said, that the presence of the Emperor would extinguish the
heresy of the Lutherans; it was to press him on this point that
he met him at Bologna, but having understood from Charles
and the legate that the Protestants were intractable, and finding
from his conferences with the Cardinals that there was no

1 See Scott’s Cont. of Milmer’'s Chwrch Hist. vol. i.
voL. I. ¥
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remedy but a general Council, he entreated them to favour his
wishes by preparing to honour it with their presence, or at least
to send their ambassadors to the free and general Council he
was resolved to convoke in some convenient spot in Italy.

But however artfully these letters were worded, they did not
deceive any one; it was too well known how averse Clement
was to a Council, and that he had no real intention of reforming
any of the abuses of the Church.

The Protestants, perceiving that the object of the Pope’s
letters was to render them odious in the eyes of the princes, and
arm all Europe against them, indited a public appeal to the
princes of Christendom in general; in which they said, that
their majesties were well acquainted with the complaints made
in different countries as to the sale of indulgences; that this
traffic had been also carried on to a shameful extent in Germany,
which had given rise to a great outcry, and had occasioned their
origin to be carefully looked into. This, indeed, had been a
principal subject of discussion during the six Diets which had
been held during the last nine years. The first was that of
‘Worms in 1521, which proscribed Luther and condemned his
doctrine. The second, that of Nuremberg in 1522-3, at which
the Pope (Adrian VI.) acknowledged the need of reformation.
The third held also at Nuremberg in 15234, after Clement'’s
accession, when it was agreed to observe the edict of Worms
‘““ag far as they could.” The fourth convoked at Augsburg
1525, and adjourned to Spires 1526. The fifth at Spires 1529,
when the indulgence granted at the preceding Diet was repealed.
The sixth, that of Augsburg 1530, at which it was resolved to
coerce the Protestants to submission ; “ but,” said they, *when
we had considered the subject so deeply as to present a public
protest against abuses, and an avowal of our own opinions, it was
not to be expected that we should give up so precious a right as
liberty of conscience.” Their adversaries, in consequence, had
loaded them with calumnies, and sought to irritate the Emperor
and animate other princes against them and their cause, by
asserting that they refused obedience to magistrates, and with-
held the respect due to their rulers. This they said was far
from being the case, as they had shewn in their ¢ Confession’
of faith read at the Diet of Augsburg, that they were ready to
honour and obey those who were set over them, because it was
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commanded of God : and as this was an accusation which would
cause their opinions to be held in horror by sovereigns, they
gladly embraced this opportunity of exculpating themselves,
and entreated the princes to join them in beseeching the Em-
peror to assemble a free and liberal Council in Germany to settle
these disputes of the Church, and that force be not employed
till this last remedy had been tried.

Meanwhile, attempts were made to execute the edict of
Augsburg; but confiscations only took place when the property
of the Protestants was situated in the midst of a Catholic popula-
tion; elsewhere no aitention was paid to the sentences passed,
and the edict became a dead letter. We shall see as we advance
further, how Charles’s necessities obliged him to conciliate the
Protestant princes, and to treat them with a toleration, which,
however congenial to his own personal feelings as the head
of a great empire, was yet in opposition to his political interests,
as it exposed him to the displeasure of Clement, and to the
danger of his making an alliance with the French, which would
imperil the tranquillity of Italy.

The ¢Confession’ of Augsburg was circnlated throughout
Europe, and read with eager curiosity by numbers who had
been told that the Reformers believed neither in God nor in
Jesus Christ. The way had long been prepared for laying
aside senseless superstitions; the political vacillation of the
Pope, and his want of integrity, formed a strong contrast to this
act of moral courage on the part of the Germans ; it was spoken
of with wondering enthusiasm ; many a brave spirit still chained
to the car of the Pope's supremacy, rejoiced at the boldness
of those who dared to avow their intention “to obey God rather
than man,” and longed to possess the word of God, that they
might search out the rule of faith revealed in the inspired
writings. .

The Scriptures began to be religiously studied, and those
even who had not sufficient strength to release themselves from
the imposing authority of the Church, sought to reform the
habits of the clergy, and to point out to the cardinals and bishops
the sanctity and dignity of their office. The ¢Confession’ was
read with deep and peculiar interest by those who desired to
take their religion from the Bible; the doctrine which it set
forth, that man was unable by his own efforts to save or purify

¥2
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himself, made a strong impression on all reflecting minds ; those
endued with penetration perceived at once that the cultivation
of true piety and spiritual worship would demolish the whole
fabric of exterior observances, which are the very essence of the
Roman Catholic Church.! It confirmed many wavering spirits,
and prepared the high and holy mind of Paleario for making
a noble confession of divine truth, and for bearing the testimony
which he sealed in after years with his blood.

1 Melancthon, after the harsh decree issued at Augsburg, wrote, “It cannot be
denied, that we are brought into trouble and exposed to danger for this one only
reason, that we believe the favour of God to be procured for us, not for our own
observanoces, but for the sake of Christ alone.” —Melancth. Epist. i. 120,
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ANTONIO PALEARI) or Paleario, was a native of Veroli or
Verulo, formerly Verulum, an episcopal city situated on the river
Cosa, at the extremity of the Roman Latium, now called the
Campagna of Rome. This ancient town still exists among the
hills on the confines of the Neapolitan States. Pliny describes
the Verulani as living in the first region of Italy, from its being
the centre or nucleus of the Roman Empire. All the tribes which
composed the province of the Hernici' (in Latium) made war
against the early Roman settlers, except the Alatrini and Verun-
lani. When, after a long struggle, the whole region of Latium
was ceded by treaty to the Consul Martius, these two tribes were
especially favoured ; they were allowed to live under their own

! He signed himself Palearj in his letters, and was called Palearius in Latin,
from whence came Paleario, the name by which he is most generally known.

* The Hernici were so named because they inhabited a rocky country. The
word Hernico means hard, wild, stony. (Alberti, Descrittione di tutta I Italia,
p. 146.) Niebuhr says the Hernicans sprang from the Sabellians, their name being
derived from the Marsic word Aermae, rocks. The bond of union with Rome was
their common hostility to the Ausonian tribes, their neighbours. In 441 all the
Hernici tribes, except Alatrium, Ferentinum, and Verulae, declared war against
Rome. The Consul Martius marched against them; after a long struggle they
were conquered in the year 447, and all except the three friendly tribes were
deprived of the connubium with their own people, and treated in all respects as a
conquered province.—See Niebuhr, Hist. of Rome, vol. i. p. 100; iii. pp. 254, 261.
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laws, possess their own lands, and intermarry among themselves.
These were rare privileges, and a departure from the general
manner of treating conquered provinces. It was the policy of
the Romans to remove the inhabitants from their native soil, and
to people the conquered countries with fresh colonists, less under
the influence of traditional attachments, and more amenable to
their new masters.

There are various accounts of the family of Paleario, some
debasing it to the lowest grade of vulgar origin, others exalting
it to claim lineage with the princely house of Salerno.! It would
be difficult at this distance of time to decide which is the correct
genealogy, nor is it of any real importance ; our business is with
the man himself, his character, his talents, and his unflinching
constancy in advancing truth.

His parents’ names were Matteo Paleari and Clara or Chiara
Janarilla. Some say the name was Pagliara, Pagliarola, or
Paglierella; there is a memorandum to this effect in the library
of Siena, in a letter asserting that his father was a locksmith,
who came from La Marca, and was called La Pagliara. Another
document in the same library® cites a letter written to Paleario
by order of Ferdinando San Severino, Prince of Salerno,® in
which he speaks of his willingness to be of use to him, not only
for his personal excellencies, but ¢anchora come a cittadino e
nobile de Salerno,’ and begs him to come and see ¢ I’ antica stirpe
vostra.' There still exists at Veroli a family of the name of
Pagliaroli which claims to be descended from Paleario. They
were at one time wealthy, but have so dissipated their property,
which amounted to 12,000 Roman crowns, that some of them
have fallen into the deepest poverty and distress.

Paleario was baptized Antonio, but in accordance with the
fashion of the times he subsequently changed this name into
Aonio, as being more classical and euphonious.

The exact date of his birth is not known,* but from later
documents® we gather that he was born about the beginning of

1 8ee Appendix A.

? See Appendix B.

3 See Lottore di xiii HUOMINI. 1682.

4 The baptismal registers of Veroli only date as far back as 1500 ; his name is
not found there, probably he was born previous to that year. Some say he was

born in 1504. See Laszari Miscellanea.
5 His letters to his family just before his execution.
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the year 1500. His studious habits and intimate friendship
with the able Ennio Filonardi,' bishop of Veroli, lead us to
suppose that he enjoyed great early advantages. His parents
died before he grew to man’s estate; he shewed his filial devotion
and affectionate attachment to their memory by erecting, and
subsequently restoring, a sepulchral monument to their memory.
His early privation of parental care left him master of his little
patrimony, and probably enabled him to leave Veroli in order to
pursue his studies; he had been at Rome several years before
the sack of that city, but we are ignorant whether he was within
the gates at the approach of the victorious army.

An ardent admirer and diligent student of the Greek and
Latin classics, he took Cicero for his model, and aspired to the
imitation of his pure and elegant style. But a mind like his
could not rest satisfied with the mere graces of oratory. Filled
with an enthusiastic love of philosophy, he dived into the depths
of this science: despising the cavils of the schools, he sought
that abler and purer philosophy which strengthens the powers
and enlarges the views of the human mind. He studied Aristotle
and his method of logic, without adopting the errors of the Peri-
patetic school. Physical science was at that time almost in its
infancy, but the secrets of nature engaged a large measure of the
enquiring mind of Paleario. His habits of severe study kept
him aloof from evil companions and fitted him for the enjoyment
of an extensive range of knowledge : the law was his destined
profession, and theology, that better part of philosophy, his choice
and most favorite pursuit.

Paleario had the happiness to be born at a period when the
attention of all Europe was directed to the subject of religion;
and it was his privilege to live in one of those seasons, periodical
in the history of the world, when man, roused like a giant
awaked from sleep, shakes his chains, and makes a simultaneous
effort for intellectual freedom and liberty of conscience. The
corruptions which had gradually become an integral part of the
Church of Rome, as it had progressively departed from the sim-
plicity of primitive Christianity, were beginning to be universally
felt and acknowledged. The revival of letters and the invention
of printing had strengthened the influence of learned men, and
diffused the advantages of literature beyond the precincts of

1 See Appendix C.
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convents ; 8o that the minds of men were already prepared to use
their reason in examining the points in dispute.

The early history of Paleario is involved in obscurity; his
letters and orations contain the only authentic imformation of
his personal history. They do not indeed afford very ample
materials, but they furnish us with accurate data from which
a faithful picture may be drawn of his character and sufferings;
but are unhappily so deficient in dates, that the utmost dili-
gence and the closest study of collateral history connot ensure
a perfect freedom from error. The various accounts of this
eminent man have been chiefly copied the one from the other,
and thus mistakes have been perpetuated.

Besides notices in several biographical dictionaries, there are
extant three separate accounts of him in Latin. Two of these,
by Jan de Witt* and Halbauer," are prefixed to complete editions
of his works. The third® is written by a painstaking Italian,
the Abate Lazzari: while examining old MSS. in the library
of the Jesuits’ College at Rome, he found twenty-five unedited
letters written by Paleario. To these he has prefixed a short
account of his life which is compiled with great care. He had
means of access to papers and documents unknown to others,
and he has cleared up some obscurities, and corrected several
chronological errors which had before passed current. There are
also three short dissertations on the works and character of Paleario
by modern Germans.*

He is mentioned with praise by several distinguished writers,
such as Tiraboschi, Ricci, Bayle, &c. The Italiae Reformatae,
by Dan. Gerdes, contains much valuable matter, and is a precious
text-book for the study of the Italian Reformers. Several un-
edited letters have been found in the rich MS. collection at Basle.
The admirable work of Dr. M‘Crie, on the ‘Reformation in

1 Tt is doubtful whether De Witt or Gremvius wrote the memoir prefixed to the
Amsterdam edition; Aonii Palearii Verulani Opera. Amstelsedami, apud Henricum
‘Wetsteinium c10 0CXCVI.

2 Aonii Palearii Verulani Opera. Ienms, ex offic. Chr. Frane. Buchii.
CIO1DCOXXVITI.

3 Aonii Palearii Miscellaneorum, ex M88, Lib. Biblioth. Coll. Rom. Soc. Jesu.
Roms, 1757.

. 4 1. Carl. Heinrich Theune, Programme de A. Paleario Verulano. Sorav. 4to.
1734. 2. Ekerman, Dissertat. de A. Paleario. Upsal, 1763. 3. Joh. Gurlitt, Leben
des Aonius Palearius. Hamburg, 1805.
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Italy,” is doubtless known to most English readers, as the best
guide to the vast stores of historical knowledge on the Reforma-
tion in Italy.

Paleario presents himself to us in his letters in all the
varied circumstances of social and intellectual life, and here we
find the energies of his impulsive character fully displayed. At
one time eager in the pursuit of good, at another indignant at
the infliction of wrong. Not devoid of ambition, but earnestly
seeking better things. He was endued with one of those finely
organized natures capable of the loftiest aspirations, and partook
largely of those keen sensibilities which “ turn at the touch of
joy or woe, and turning tremble too.” Living in an age when
injustice trampled upon right, and when the morals and the doc-
trines of the Christian religion were almost unknown, he has
transmitted to posterity the animating spectacle of a life of self-
devotion to a glorious canse. With all the warm affections of
humanity full within him, he pressed forward, through good and
through evil report, to the accomplishment of his great Idea—a
Reformation in Religion. For this, throughout the vicissitudes
of a long life, he unceasingly strove; till at seventy years of age
the flames of persecution hwrried him to that eternal kingdom,
whose dominion on earth he had so ardently desired.

Paleario’s letters begin with an epistle addressed to the poet
Mauro d’ Arcano, who had just left Rome. He had accompanied
his friend part of the way, stood gazing as he rode off, and only
lost sight of him when Soracte and the adjacent woods and hills
hid him from his view.

Paleario was at this time, like many other poor scholars,
domesticated in the house of a rich noble, whom he called Ceesar.
He writes to Mauro: “As I descended towards the river, I met
Cesar noster,’ accompanied by a numerous suite; with his
usual politeness and munificence he warmly recommended me
to his people, and directed that during his absence every-
thing should be at my disposal. Never was there a more illus-
trious or more affable person. God grant me to behold the

! Possibly Cmsar noster was the Cardinal Cesarini to whom Mauro d’ Arcano
was secretary. See a letter to Gandolfo Porrino, written by Mauro in Dionigi
Atanagi, Letters 16 Dec. 1531. Giuliano Cesarini, a Roman, was made Cardinal
by Alexander V1.



74 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PALEARIO. (1500~

return of those whom I have seen depart. On returning to the
city it seemed to me a desert.’”™

He concludes a subsequent letter to the same friend with
the mention of a rumour, not thoroughly authenticated, that
there is displeasure between the Pope and the Emperor, becanse
Clement is seeking to form a matrimonial alliance with the king
of France. - “ Bologna,” he says, ‘ has taken arms, the Germans
are preparing to fight; if this be the case we are lost. See what
a tempest is impending. Do not wait till the combat is begun.
Set off immediately. If you can reach Mantua, this will be the
safest refuge.’”

This letter is dated from Rome, and must have been written
before the arrival of the imperial army, probably some time in the
year 1526.

The next epistle contains some obscure allusion to Mauro’s®
affairs, warning him against trusting money to Verrucoso, who is
go loaded with debt that he dare not stir out of the house; he is
grieved to see a friend's property badly managed, and runs the
risk of importunity, preferring rather to be accused of immode-
rate zeal, than want of affection. He then proceeds to relate an
annoyance to which he had himself been exposed, in the

following terms:

“Do you know what disgrace I am in with Cwmsar? I am surprised
you have said nothing of it in your letters, The evil designs of the emnvious
have at last found vent. What is itP A trifle, which you can easily arrange.
I am accused of having in my possession a copy* of a voluminous index of the

1 Palearii Opera, lib. i, ep. 1. 3 Ibid. lib. i. ep. 2. 3 See Appendix D.

¢ Printing at this period had only been introduced into Italy about seventy
years; the transcribing of books was still an engrossing occupation in convents and
in the houses of the great. The first book printed in Italy was ¢ Donatus pro
Puerulis,” at the Benedictine convent of 8t. Scolastica, near the ancient town of
Subiaco, about forty miles from Rome; it is not now to be found. In 1465, a
printing-press was established here by Conrad Sweynheym and Arnald Pannarts,
German printers; here they printed this, and an edition of Lactantius, the first
book extant printed out of Germany. The date of this book is, Sub ano. dni.
m.ocoo.Lxv. Pontificatus Pauli papae II. anno eius secundo. Indictice xmm
die vero antepenultia mensis Octobris in uenerabili monasterio Sublacensi. The two
printing-presses were subsequently taken to Rome, to the house of Pietro de’ Mas-
gimi. St. Benedetto founded twelve monasteries, of which two only remain.
St. Scolastica was the sister of St. Benedetto. At the convent a small garden and
plot full of thornless roses isshown. It was once, says tradition, only thorn-bushes,
but when 8t. Benedetto threw himself on the prickles to lacerate himself by way of
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books of Livy, with notes by Cattaneo. In the first place, how could I in so
short a time copy this volomeP And for what purpose? The work is so
confused and diffuse, that unless additional labour were bestowed on it there
would be no advantage. The author is rather to be praised for being the first
to undertake this trouble than for the accuracy of the work. If then they
accuse me of having seen the index, and of following, or as they say pla-
giarising, the method of arrangement, mark the injustice of these men.
Before this book fell into my hands, I had nearly finished my Commentaries
on the Orations of M. Tullius. Verily, on no account would I usurp the
praise due to another; I never even dreamt of such a thing. Induced, as you
know, by the handsome reward offered by a munificent personage, I cheerfully
devoted nights of labour to this work. I cannot imagine how any one can
be s0 foolish as to believe me capable of appropriating to myself the labours
of another. Muzio, who is an excellent man, a worthy Roman citizen, and
distinguished for his gentleness, piety, and integrity, has been of great use to
me; and has shewn not only by words, but by actions, that nothing is more
ungenerous than to wage war against the innocent. Thus did this courageous
man take up my defence. What harm, said he, is there, if a scholar has taken
such a copy P Suppose even that he has transcribed itP Is this so great a
crime that the patron (patronus) should reproach him with angry countenance
and threatening words, and say, ‘I will take further measures ; you shall not
go without giving security. The library was confided to you, you received
the money; give security, and go where you please.” How contemptible
this appeared to me, and how indignant I felt, I need not say. You, had you
been here, would have burst forth. Cincio Phrygipani, a most courteous and
modest young noble, did not fail me on this occasion: when he saw the pre-
dicament in which I was placed, he voluntarily came forward and offered
security. Is this then the reward of all my vigils! I make you responsible
for the glaring wrong done me. But you will eay, all this is done unknown
to Cemsar. I would rather die than be exposed to such treatment. Shall
I remain in Rome after being so grossly affronted P No, never !

From this letter it appears that Mauro had recommendéd
Paleario to Ceesar as a learned scholar, that he had been left
master of the valuable library, and devoted himself with unceas-
ing diligence to writing comments on Cicero’s Orations. The
recompense offered was necessary to his existence; he had a
small patrimony, but it gave him but a slender income, and he
was obliged to depend on the patronage of the great. The
nobles and cardinals had generally two or three promising young
men in their households, who passed their literary noviciate in

mortification, they miraculously turned to roses; these roses when blown bring
forth serpents. The meaning of this is not clear to uninitiated ears. This legend was
recounted on the spot to the author. See Storia di Sudiaco.

! Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 8.
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their service, acting as secretaries or amanuenses, with more or
less salaries according to their standing. The payment of these
compensations was left to stewards (maestrs di casa) or other
officials; they were uneducated men, responsible for their masters’
property, and, as we see in the case of Paleario, shewed little
judgment and less delicacy in the fulfilment of their office.

Paleario’s next letter to this same friend was written in a
much calmer spirit; he begins by telling him that his last letter
was written late at night, but that no sooner had morning ap-
peared, than he regretted having expressed himself so vehe-
mently. But Paleario was not of a character suited to a de-
pendent position; the affront put aupon him roused his former
dreams of study and independence, and he resolved to follow out
for himself a new way of life,. The following letter was written
after the sack of Rome, as he says he intends “to return to
those studies to which he had devoted six years before the
capture of Rome, now for two years suspended.”

As the sack of Rome took place in 1527, this brings us to the
year 1529, when the following letter was written.

Aox10 PaLrARIO TO MAURO D’ARCANO.

“None lay aside their anger more quickly than those in whom it is easily
kindled. On the 13th, when the night was far advanced, I wrote you a letter
full of complaints. Scarcely had morning light appeared when I regretted
having done so; for though the indignation which guided my pen was just,
yet, as you know, such are my feelings towards you, and my unwillingness
to offend, that I am disposed to bear everything. You cannot oblige me
more, than by taking care that Caear is informed that those whom he left in
the city are neither handsomely nor liberally treated by his people, while
I have behaved to them in the kindest manner imaginable. I wish to dismiss
from my mind what has been said and done against me; if ever I think of it
again, may the gods visit me with their displeasure! Though you would
believe me without an oath, yet I have sworn, that you may not imagine I am
under the influence of anger if I now follow out the plan of life which I had
laid down from my boyhood, and that neither you nor any one else may mis-
construe my intentions. So earnestly do I thirst after philosophy, and those
studies to which before the capture of Rome by the Spaniards I had devoted six
years, that now, having laid them aside for two years past, I ardently desire to
resume them. From the avarice of those whom it would not be proper to
name,’ there are no professors of philosophy at Rome. I hear that literature
flourishes in Tuscany; there is nothing to prevent my going straight to
Siena, unless I first visit Perugia, where my friend Ennio is vice-legate. Ilong

! Clement VII., femarkable for his avaricious character.
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much to see him, for he is greatly attached to me, and the philosophers of
Perugia are said to be by no means despicable. If the inveterate barbarisms
with which commentators in false Latin have disfigured that branch of
learning do not prevail there, I can nowhere be happier; but if I find that
this vicious style of composition has reached that part of the country also,
I desire nothing 8o ardently as to pass the Po, and visit your countrymen.
In the city of Padua, if report speaks true, Lampridio, a man of great talent
and rare learning, interprets the Greek compositions of Aristotle in Greek and
Latin, and translates them into elegant Italian.

“T have entered thus fully into my plans, because I foresee that there will
be many remarks made, such as, So he has left Rome! Oh, what incon-
stancy! Many will not scruple to insinuate, especially to Cssar, that in-
dignation has been the cause of my departure. Some will say that I do not
myself know what I wish; for the present, I beg you will answer them : here-
after, when I have found that tranquillity necessary for study, the event will
speak for itself. But you will say, Do you then abandon the (Roman)
court? Yes, I shall indeed leave it, for what can be more base than to settle
down in the prime of life, without employment, a mere drone and idler, in
inglorious ease at Rome P

“The most eminent philosophers, in order to add to their knowledge, have
visited on foot barbarous lands. Shall I, to dispel my ignorance, shrink from
mounting on horseback and traversing a part of ItalyP If God had granted
me a rich and ample patrimony, the first thing I should have done would
have been to travel, not only in Italy, France and Germany, the most cultivated
provinces of Christendom, but even through the whole of Greece, where there
is scarcely a foot of ground exempt from the power of the Turks. Such
a desire ought not to appear to good men either frivolous or reprehensible ;
while our studies and our affairs at howe are in so gloomy a condition, travel
cannot be mean or ignoble to a prudent and sagacious mind. As when
there is smoke and a smell of burning in the house, those who stay in are
more to be blamed than those who go out; so young men are to be com-
mended wherever they may go in search of light. Would to God I could speak
to you on these subjects rather than write on them; for I am not afraid of
bringing you over to my opinion, or that if you thought me wrong you would
admonish me as a friend and reprove me as a brother; but under the cir-
cumstances everything turns out inconveniently. The road is not sufficiently
secure, and the courier Fabio will set out for Perugia tomorrow, or at the
latest the day after. I shall go with him. If you write to me, let the letter
be forwarded to Perugia. Farewell. Rome.”

There is no date to the above letter, but as in epistle the
5th to the same friend he says he received his answer the 14th of
February, Paleario must have arrived at Perugia early in 1530.

These letters disclose the nature of Paleario’s studies, his
high intellectual aspirations, and his dissatisfaction with an idle

1 Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 4.
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and dependent life. 'We must not overlook the decision of cha-
racter which prompted him to brave the opposition of his friend
in the prosecution of well-grounded aims, nor the dignity of
nature which led him to reject assistance combined with insult.
Mauro, it seems, approved of his resolution to leave Rome,
and zealously defended his reputation. In return for this kind-
ness Paleario expresses the warmest gratitude. He reaped the
usual reward of decision ; his friend, though he would not have
recommended the step he had taken, now that it was done, ap-
proved and extolled it. 'We remark also in this letter Paleario’s
contempt for riches when unaccompanied by higher qualities.

Aox10 PanraRIO TO MAUBO D'ARCANO.!

“ Nothing, believe me, could give me greater pleasure than your letter
which I received on the 14th of February. In it I perceive your kindness,
benevolence, and devoted attachment. After having oonfuted the calumnies
of the malevolent, confounded and overthrown the envious, you then undertake
my defence at every point. What is this but devoted friendshipP.........
And so, most upright and excellent Mauro, you approve of my determination.
I frankly tell you that though I remembered that you were always fond of
all kinds of literature, yet I feared that the society of those with whom you
live on suoh intimate terms might induce you to think I had done wrong in
not following those persons from whom you cannot separate yourself. Now
that I find your opinion after mature consideration is such as becomes a most
learned man, it will be well with me wherever I go.

“You have done a kind act in restoring me to Cesar’s good opinion. You
oconsider your career bound up with mine, but I do not like you to have
#o much trouble. As to the French bishop, to whom you wrote day after day,
saying you had no friend dearer to you than me, I thank you: but he is
aman who has shewn himself proud in every state of life. He is very rich
I own, but as miserly as an usurer. He enjoys a most splendid ecclesiastical
benefice, and would excite my respect if he were also gifted with wisdom
and piety. I beg you not to ask me what I think of men of this kind, for
I consider them miserable in whatever class of life they may be placed.
You finish your letter with these words: ‘I assure you he would be of use
to you’ And if not, will this be a bar to my existence? Truly, if our
daily meetings and your interesting conversation, of which I am now de-
prived, have had so little influence on me, I shall be like him whom you thus
apostrophise, O fe beatum, qui istam inis viam! But the dawn appears,
and Apollonio's servant is knocking at the door,—here he is, coming towards
me. Adien. Perugia.”

The Mauro d’Arcano here spoken of was a poetical genius of

1 Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 5.




1531.] PALEARIO'S EARLY HISTORY. 79

the sixteenth century. The light sparkling talents encouraged
by Leo X. in his joyous assemblies, were chiefly employed
in writing facetious poetry. These verses, recited at the
Academy of the Vignajuoli, or at private banquets, kept the
whole company in roars of laughter. He who could succeed
best in a witty play of words, without regard to propriety, won
the greatest applause. Neither music nor good cheer were
wanting to exhilarate the guests. Mauro himself gives an
account of one of these poetical suppers in a letter written to
Gandolfo Porrino, from Rome, 16 Dec. 1531. Musettola,' he
says, “ gave a supper to the poets, at which no other wine was
drunk but that from the vineyard of Pontano,® which was sent
for on purpose from Naples. Such was its poetic vigour, that
we all got heated not only by seeing, but in tasting and
drinking it seven or eight times each; some even went so far
a8 the number of the Muses........ Our M. Marco of Lodi,
at the end of supper, sang to the sound of the lyre played by
M. Pietro Polo. He sang, Per me 81 va ne la citta dolente.™

This kind of inglorious occupation was by no means suited
to our Paleario, and we cannot wonder that he gladly exchanged
these giddy companions for more serious studies. To judge
truly of his superiority of character, we must be intimately ac-
quainted with the spirit of his age. Mauro, Berni, and other
poets attached themselves to wealthy patrons whom they changed
a8 often as interest or caprice suggested. Living only for the
wants and amusement of the hour, they could detail the same
jokes and recite the same verses from circle to circle with
thoughtless jocundity.

Mauro was a native of Arcano, in the Friuli. He had been
successively secretary to several distinguished persons, and died
in the service of Cardinal Cesarini at Rome, in consequence of
an accident. While pursuing a stag, he fell from his horse into
a ditch and fractured his leg; fever ensued, which carried him
off in 1536, at the age of 46 years." Similarity of tastes and
a mutual love for poetry produced great intimacy between him
and Berni. Their burlesque poems were printed, together

1 Translator of Lucretius into Italian.

3 P. Giovanni Pontano, the glory of the Neapolitan court, born 1426, died 1603.
3 Dionigi Atanagi, Letiere Facets, p. 220. Venet. 15682.

4 He was born in 1490, died 1586. See Tiraboschi, Let¢. Ital. vol. vii. p. 64.
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with others, by Giunti in 1548, Ruscelli preferred the poems
of Mauro to those of Berni, and thought the versification
smoother and more harmonious. Mauro occasionally rose to
higher subjects and a nobler style. Berni, of whose writings
we shall hereafter have occasion to speak, was thought to be
imbued with a leaning to the Reformed opinions towards the
close of his life ; but the keenest satire of the corruptions of Rome
is no proof of real convictions.

Paleario was received at Perugia with the utmost kindness
and hospitality by Ennio Filonardi, the governor of the town.
They were old friends and fellow-townsmen. Ennio invited
him to take up his abode in his house, and in order to induce
him to establish himself there, offered him an honourable post
in the College ; but Paleario did not find the state of literature
sufficiently advanced, his mind was bent on improvement: re-
ports of the high state of intellectual cultivation at Siena and
Padua increased his desire to press forward, and his next letter
was dated Siena.

Perugia is one of the twelve Etruscan cities about whose
origin there is so much uncertainty. It had been for ages suc-
cessively in the power of the Romans, the Goths, and the
Greeks. The French held it in the reign of Charlemagne.
During the middle ages it fell under the dominion of. petty
princes, whose hereditary hatreds and tyranny produced per-
petual conflicts. The successors of Charlemagne gave it to the
Papal See, but when at war with the Pope they frequently re-
sumed possession of their gift. In Paleario’s time it was more
than once a scene of treachery and assassination. The rivalry
and ambition of various members of the Baglioni' family cost
their native town both blood and treasure. At the accession of
Paul IIL. in 1534 he built a strong fort near the entrance to the
town, which obliged the inhabitants to resign themselves to the
Papal dominion.

Perugia is indeed a city worth contending for; the extreme
beauty of its situation, the salubrity of its air, the rich fruitful
country which lies at its feet, with the forests of ancient oaks

1 The last revolution was effected by the duke of Urbino, general of the
League, in 1527 ; instead of asaisting the Pope in his distress, he delayed with his
army at Perugia to substitute Orazio Baglioni for Gentili in the government of the
town, who was subsequently replaced by the Pope.
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near the beautiful and classic lake of Thrasymene, make it a
possession greatly to be desired.

It is celebrated as the birthplace of Pietro Vanuccini, com-
monly called Pietro Perugino, who in 1494 was Raphael's master.
One of its greatest modern attractions is the well-preserved Etrus-
can tomb of the Volumni,' two miles from Perugia, a little out of
the old Consular road. The discovery of this tomb, 5th Feb-
ruary 1840, was purely accidental : some oxen were ploughing
a piece of land belonging to a descendant of the Oddo Baglioni
family, once lords of Perugia, when the earth appeared to sink
suddenly under their hoofs at one particular spot; the grpund
was opened, and a way found which led down to a flight of
steps, at the end of which was a massive door of stone with
enormous hinges of the same material, which when rolled open
discovered a tomb in as perfect preservation as if just completed,
cut out of the solid tufo rock. It contained several Etruscan
statues of the Volumni family,® with the usual patera in their
hands, reclining in a half sitting position: one a female, ap-
parently the mother of the family, is seated in a chair; under
each statue an inscription in the Etruscan language notes the
names of the deceased. In front, side by side, but not touching
each other, stand two sculptured allegorical figures, intended to
represent the genii of Good and Evil, supposed to guide and
accompany every mortal in his walk through life. In several
corners there were serpents’ heads in iron or bronze, with their
tongues out, as if hissing displeasure on the beholder, the mean-
ing of which is not exactly known. This tomb had not been
opened during the Christian era, although it must have been en-
tered since its first construction ; for besides the white Etruscan
statues shining like ghosts in the gloomy tomb, there is a
marble monument of more recent date, sacred to other members
of the Volumni family, apparently of Roman workmanship; the
inscription is in Latin, and the words being similar, greatly
assisted in deciphering the writing on the other monuments,
which were purely Etruscan.

Such was the delight with which the learned Vermiglioli

! Bee Appendix C.

2 A king of Veii was called Larth Volumni, or Lartius Volumnius. In the war
against Tarquin, a Dictator was elected for the first time; his name was T. Larth
or Lartius. Larth in the Etruscan language means Lord.

VOL. I. (]
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contemplated this discovery, that for the first two or three days
he could neither eat, drink, nor sleep, nor leave the tomb, so
eagerly was he engaged in examining the bronze lamps and
other relics found there, which threw so much light on a
subject which bad been his waking dream and nightly study
for many years. On the return of Pius VII. from France in
1816, Gio. Battista Vermiglioli waited on the Pope to beg a
grant of an uninhabited convent at Perugia to be used as a re-
pository of art and antiquities. It now forms a magnificent
public exhibition of curiosities, and has a superb gallery of casts
from, the best Grecian sculptors. =~ When .the Etruscan tomb
was discovered he gave himself up to the joy of beholding a full
confirmation of his Etruscan theories; the proprietor having
married one of his nieces, La Contessa Vermiglioli Oddi, he had
full opportunity of examining it to his heart’s content. These
allusions to modern Perugia are only a well-merited tribute to
the memory of a learned man of the nineteenth century, who
was always kind and courteous to strangers.'

The University of Perugia was founded in 1307 by Cle-
ment V. It was in a highly flourishing state in the fifteenth
century, when its professors were men of great talents and
learning. During the sixteenth century it somewhat declined,
or rather did not keep up with the progress made in classical
literature.® Paleario found the study of the ancients had fallen
into neglect, and the University more remarkable for juris-
prudence than for the Belles Lettres: fresh from the reading
of Cicero and his Orations, he turned with disgust from the
barbarous Latinity of the schools. The writings of the Roman
orator were among the first which were printed in Italy, and
though still extremely scarce, yet they were accessible to stu-
dents, and not only formed the taste but trained the mind to
high thoughts and noble conceptions: and we shall presently
see what suggestive hints Paleario received from his classical
studies, and how he was led on step by step to the fountains
of divine inspiration.

After a few months’ stay® in Perugia, Paleario arrived at

! Perugia is now, as ever, remarkable for the beauty of its inhabitants, both men
and women ; the regularity of their features aund the elegance of their forms might
well inspire the young Raphael to seek a higher style of excellence in painting.

2 Tiraboschi, Lett. Italiana. t. vii. p. 100. 3 From February to October 15630.
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Siena, full of high hopes and eager expectations. The flattering
reports he had heard of its learning and love for literature led
him to expect to find there a repose favourable to study, and all
those aids and appliances from men of learning which his taste
and his circumstances rendered necessary to his very existence.
Nor was he utterly disappointed, though the envy and ill-nature
of some dressed in a little brief authority threw him into
serious difficulties, and laid the foundation for after evils. His
first impressions will be best given by translating a letter written
to some friends at Veroli, who wished him to return to his
native place. .

AoN10 PaLEARIO TO FRANCESCO BONO AND MATTEO PAVONIO, OF VEROLI.

“I wish indeed I were with you. Nothing is more delightful to me than
the recollection of my dear country, and love for my friends; but such is
the desire of travelling which has taken possession of me, that it seems as if
I should be for ever deprived, not only of the country where I was born, and
which even on your account is dearest to me, but of any other, if such there
bey which may hereafter bind me by the ties of wife and children. I never
hear it said that in France and Germany literature flourishes, but I wish im-
mediately to fly thither. When I left Rome last year I went to Perugia, where
our excellent Ennio Filonardi is vice-legate. You need not ask how everything
had been prepared for my reception while I was in Perugia ; he wished me to
stay in his own house; if I had consented he would have procured my appoint-
ment to an honourable post in the College of young students, and promised me
his influence and authority ; nothing was wanting on his part. I never knew a
better man, either for his upright life, or for his zeal in giving assistance. But as
this College is full of barbarisms’, my first object was to leave as soon as possible.

I came to Siena on the 27th of October (15630). The city is seated on the brow
of a beautiful hill, surrounded by a fertile and abundantly productive country,
but it is corrupted by party-spirit and almost exhausted by factions : the greater
part of the nobility, who are in general the only patrons of literature, live scat-
tered in villages and hamlets; so that when the Nine Muses are, so to speak,
banished and discomfited, we cannot wonder if there are no illustrious philoso-
phers, no orators or poets in the state. The inhabitants of Siena, as well
as the Tuscans in general, are of acute and vigorous intellects ; their women
are handsome; the young men, since the Academies? have been estab-
lished, take delight in works written in their mother-tongue. The progress
which the Italian language is making has this advantage, it diverts the at-

1 Tiraboschi, Lett, Italiana, vol. vii. p. 100.

3 The Academies to which Paleario here alludes were the Rozzi and gP’ Intronati.
The latter was founded in 16256 by dntonio Vignals, Claudio Tolommeo, Luca
Contile, and F. Bandini Piccolomini, afterwards archbishop of Siena ; also Lancellotto
Politi, who subsequently became & Dominican monk and took the name of Ambrogio
Catarino, and Mariano Soccini the younger. Its principal object was to cultivate and

a2
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tention from the Latin and Greek languages, which are acquired only by labour,
which of itself is so formidable an enemy to study, that very few attain more
than a superficial knowledge of literature. I wish to leave, for I feel an inex-
pressible desire to prosecute my studies in philosophy; but persons of dis-
tinction have hitherto retained me in their castles and villages. Their affa-
bility is great, their liberality still greater, and their splendour almost regal:
were I not so wedded to study, nowhere could I remain with greater pleasure.
« After the capture and sack of Rome by the Spaniards, and the ravaging
of Latium, what presents a greater spectacle of devastation than the provinces
to which you recal me? What can be more destitute than the condition of
our nobles? These things often make me reflect and resolve to quit my
country. To these considerations I might add the unfriendly disposition of
my companions, who have tormented me ever since ¥ was a boy; corrupt and
wicked youths, who, as they grew up, shewed they had no enemies so great as
themselves. They, to say nothing of aught else, (I cannot write it without
tears) have dared to destroy a part of my mother’s tomb,! a most excellent
woman of rare virtue and modesty : may heaven guard her ashes! Now it is
your duty, who have religiously and carefully fulfilled all the claims of friend-
ship, in return for the marked regard I have ever shewn you, to collect together
the relics of my beloved ones, wherever they are scattered, and put them in an
urn. The expense will be my care. I entreat you to do thus much to gratify
my filial affection. I wish that in that part of the sacred edifice where my
mother’s tomb was, a large stone be placed, with the following inscription :*

MarrE=0 PALEARIO, BT
CrAaR=E JaNARNLLE,
OrTDs PARENTIBUS : ET
Evvsz, Francmscz,
JaNTLLR, PALRARIS,
Sororrsus HoNBsTISSIMTS :
Ao~rus PALRARIUS POSUIT
Murato Soro.

embellish the Tuscan or Italian language. To it is ascribed the new letters, j, u,
and 5 added to the Italian alphabet, which Treesino claimed as his invention.
Tolommei, one of the founders of this Academy, was the originator of a new manner
of writing Italian poetry in imitation of Latin verse, but it was found that the
genius of the two langnages was too different to allow of their being subjected to
the same rules. Moreri says Paleario is mentioned in one of the theatrical com-
positions of the Intronati, but a diligent search has failed to find what he alludes to.
The Intronati, like its predecessor the Rozsi, was much employed in composing
satirical theatrical pieces.—Fontanini, Elog. Italiana, vol.i. p. 30. Tiraboschi,
Zett. Ital, vol. vii. p. 129.

! In the universal licence caused by the presence of the invading army it would
appear that the love of mischief, added to the desire of gold, increased the calamities
of this unhappy country.

3 Enquiries have been made at Veroli respecting the existenoce of this tomb; it
is stated that i sspoloro attuale ¢ nel profondo avvenuto in quella chiesa forse per
lo rialsamento fattosi del pavimento in tempi posteriori all Aonio : siccome lo scrivents
ha ragione di yiteners per le osservasione che vi ha praticato per sua curiosita.”
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“Y have written about this two or three times to Maria, daughter of my
mother’s sister, but she is either overwhelmed with grief or declines writing.
However this may be, let me know, so that if I am ever in favour with the
Muses, T may consecrate those dear to me in every kind of monument.
Farewell.”?

Paleario, though a man of good family and some fortune, was
not rich enough to live without the assistance either of a patron,
or of a stipend as professor. We have already seen how the
natural spirit and independence of his character unfitted him for
residing in the houses of great men. We find from his letters
that he had accepted some pecuniary assistance from a rich
young Roman friend, Cincio Phrygipani, to whom he had
probably given lessons at Rome. It had been agreed between
them when Paleario left Rome, that Cincio should accompany
him to Padua, pay the expenses, and assist him in purchasing
a library. The rich young man however had many temptations
at Rome ; his mentor absent, he forgot his promises, and even
neglected to write. The following letter was sent to him by
Paleario soon after his arrival at Siena : the tone of reproach, and
even command, may perhaps offend the fastidiousness of modern
refinement ; but we must recollect that these are genuine letters,
which faithfully depict the manners of the times. There is some-
thing intellectually wholesome in the doctrine that there are
things better than money or birth, and that those who are
superabundantly endowed with either should consider themselves
but as stewards for the benefit of others.

Aox10 Parrario 10 CiNcIo PHRYGIPANI.

« Do not expect me to write you what I think are the duties of a young
man of intellect and noble birth. Our daily conversations, if you have not
forgotten them, are admonition sufficient ; if however, as I rather fear, they
have passed out of your recollection, or if listening to other advice you have
changed your mind, my letters will not persuade you to come to us, more par-
ticularly as I hear you have much neglected your studies. I do not know
who they are who counsel you less faithfully than I have done. You have not
answered my two last letters written a few days ago, but I was still more
surprised when Livio came from Rome without bringing a line from you.
When I asked him of your coming, about which he had written so often
when he was in Rome, always praising your good sense, he replied that he
could not give me any positive confirmation of what he had formerly promised.

1 Palearii Operg, lib. i. ep. 9.
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So then, after having deceived us with hopes, you keep us, who are longing
so much for your arrival, still in expectation. If indeed I had ever imagined you
could do without me, I should have been on my guard, and prepared not to
suffer so much pain in case of being deprived of your society, and thus gradu-
ally strengthened myself for my disappointment. 'Who so happy as I, when
you promised to come? Who so grieved at this last news? For though
Livio does not positively say yon will not come, yet I too easily believe that
which I fear. What! will you really not come? If I am not mistaken,
you will not. Are you so given up to the pleasures of Rome, that you
cannot tear yourself away P What more can I say? As to your domestic
affairs, your able and excellent brothers will take good care of them,
and after all there is not more business than can be despatched in a day.
I do not admit this as an excuse. If you have any regard for us and
for your own reputation and dignity, do not allow yourself to be turned
aside by the advice of companions. You share our opinions and follow the
same studies, of which they are bitter enemies. It is due to your own noble-
ness and greatness of mind to reflect how you have promoted our wishes and
to remember the promises you have made. When we came into Tuscany, we
brought with us as much money as your generosity bestowed : if you had come
yourself we should want nothing. I beseech you, if we should be obliged to
go to Padua without you, to take care that we are not left unprovided.

“ You have a great inheritance (may God prosper it !) ; your family is small,
you have an excellent heart, and aspire after great things. What is there so
heavenly and divine, as to assist another in every emergency? What so Roman,
as to sustain a guest and an old friend? What so like yourself, as to receive
and heartily entertain scholars ? We are in need of your generosity to con-
tinue those studies which are dearest and most attractive to you: we want to
purchase a library of Greek books, and complete a collection of Latin authors.
These last cost a great deal, and it is exceedingly difficult to procure Greek
books. You who are of a noble race, richly endowed with the goods of
fortune, and highly gifted with talent, should consider yourself as born to
supply our wants. Adieu. Siena.”?

The closing sentence will doubtless provoke a smile from the
English reader: learning was not then, as now, attainable by all,
but confined to a privileged class, who were occasionally the
gatirists, or the flatterers of the great; Paleario was neither, he
spoke his mind plainly. This young man had money, he had
not ; therefore it was the duty of Cincio to assist him.

A subsequent letter to the same young friend informs us
that Paleario still delayed his journey to Padua, waiting for the
arrival of Cincio; but at length he resolved to set out without
him, when an unexpected communication revived his hopes.

! Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 6.
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AoN10 PaLEARIO TO CINCIO PHRYGIPANI.

“ Oh most delightful and much desired news! Oh, here is your long-
expected letter. When I had resolved to leave Tuscany, and my companions
were ready to set out, behold the courier Fabio brings a letter, which imparts
to me the purest joy. What! you say, going without me? I was indeed
grieved to go without you. I had long delayed, and each day sought fresh
excuses not to hasten. But at last, wearied out, what can I do P without
books, without handkerchiefs, and without sheets, having sent everything
before me that I might not need Mariani’s mules on the journey. You ought
not to make us wait for you more than a month. Though you write
as if it were an affront to doubt of your arrival; yet, nevertheless, I am
tormented with some doubts on account of the persons by whom you are

““You will reside with us; you will live in the society of scholars, students
of the Belles Lettres; you will reap great profit from your intercourse with
companions of superior minds, and still greater from association with older
men, well farnished with learning and erudition. You will derive also from
study that delight which it has always afforded you, and even more, for
here you will have no other amusement. At Padua there are poets, orators,
and distinguished philosophers; wisdom is there congregated as in a house,
where Pallas herself presides over the Belles Lettres: nowhere can you
better gratify your insatiable thirst for reading and hearing lectures. Upon
this however I need not dwell, for I know the eagerness of youth when they
have taken a thing into their head. You who are arrived at man’s estate,
and filled with a desire for mental cultivation, ought not to require our
exhortations, but rather hasten to join us. I thank you for your generous
offers and promises ; and see that nothing can be greater than your affection for
me. For the present you need not trouble yourself about money. In conse-
quence of your delay and your not having answered my letters, I have been
obliged meanwhile to borrow. I have sent an order to my friend Pterigi to
gell my house and land which are in the province of the Hernici: if he does
not find a good purchaser, he is to sell them by auction. I am willing to
give up everything rather than renounce the study of philosophy. I shall
get rid of my servants, furniture, house and land, and all that I possess. In
order that this might be done without difficulty during my absence, when I was
in Rome I appointed Corsini my agent. I earnestly beg of you to get the
notaries of the capital to prepare the power-of-attorney (formulam mandats),
and to hand it to Corsini when he comes. But I rather fear that he is perhaps
gone for the summer with Ennio to the island of Fibrene. If this be the
case, I shall be extremely obliged to you if you would arrange for Pterigi to take
Corsini’s place, and that with this letter the order and power-of-attorney may
be sent to my friends the Cantelmi. I am glad that your amiable brother
Gregorio is so well. Of Girolamo I hear all the good I could desire; he is
a young man of spirit and munificence, and also of virtue. He has managed
my affairs in the most honorable manner ; pray congratulate him in my name,
and salute him heartily. Adieu. Siena.””

1 Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 8.

\
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The above was probably written in 1531, about a year after
Paleario’s arrival in Siena, during which time he had remained
there, though always intending to go to Padua. When on
the point of setting out he was detained by the earnest per-
suasions of some rich and influential friends, Antonio Bellanti
and Carlo Buoninsegni, who kept him with them for a year,
hospitably received him at their villas, put their libraries at
his disposal, and offered him every facility for study. Very
possibly also, as we may glean from his letters to his Roman
friend, his purse was empty. Cincio had not answered his
letters ; the plan of going to Padua in company with a rich and
studious young noble had failed, and he was glad to accept the
temporary kindness of his Siena friends: but the love of phi-
losophy was as strong as ever; hence his joy when he received
Cincio’s letter, which reproached him for thinking of going to
Padua without him. We may trace too the characteristic in-
dependence of his mind : he would have been glad and willing to
accept the assistance of his friend if he had come in person and
devoted himself to study; but this not being the case, he de-
termined to follow out his own intentions. With the true im-
providence of a scholar he thought no sacrifice too great for the
accomplishment of his wishes, and for this purpose resolved to
sell his patrimony and all his possessions at Veroli.

The next letter is written to his confidential servant, whom
he had despatched to Veroli with orders to sell his property, but
who on his arrival seems to have listened to the opinions of
persons on the spot, and transmitted them to his master. This
produced considerable irritation in Paleario’s mind : impatient
to set out for Padua, he could brook neither delay nor op-
position, and only wanted his agent to follow his directions.
Pterigi was probably something above the rank of a common
servant, perhaps born on his estate, who had his master’s interest
so much at heart, that he ventured to oppose his wishes when
he thought them against his interest.

AoN10 PaLEARIO TO PrERIGI GALLO.

“You drive me mad. Is it thus you despise my commands? What I de-
sire most you attend to the least; thus do I pay the penalty of my sins. As
usual, I am foolish enough to think that what I would not do myself, no one
else would attempt. Why ask advice of others when you know my opinion P
I profer Tuscany to any other part of Italy, and when I can devote myself to
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the repose of study, I shall choose that part of this country which is the most
remarkable for the purity of its air, and the courteousness of its inhabitants.
After the sack of the city (Rome), the fields ravaged by war, the inhabitants
dying of hunger, the cities depopulated by the plague ; what aught is there now
in Latium but an open plain, air, and solitude? I wish to sell my paternal
estate. The house is honoured by a new successor. Corsini will arrange about
the garden and the farm. Basil and Alexander will require something; this
shall be done at once. My furniture was good, the library by no means an
ordinary one; this shall be their share. You have now received your direc-
tions ; see that you execute them faithfully. If you are a man, that is to say, if
you wish for my regard, make your will bend to mine and change your opinion ;
for if you cannot do this, I do not know how the affair will end. There is
nothing so contrary to my wishes, as that those who coveted my property with
hopeful avidity should think to obtain it even against my will. If you have
made any promise do not at present confirm it, but rather withdraw gradually ;
pretend that you are expecting a letter from me. It will be best to leave
without doing anything. It is quite absurd that I should have to teach you
how to act in every case. I have need of your prudence in my behalf that
the business for which I sent you thither may be completed. Well! do you
understand ? I write to you in Latin, because you do not understand Italian
well, and because I think there is more point in the Latin tongue. When
you arrive at Rome, go and salute Cincio Phrygipani cordially from me, and
say how well I understand, by the many letters he writes me, that he has
no need either of my entreaties or exhortations. I fear however that his
crocodile tears, so hard to squeeze out, will extinguish his ardour for study..
But I have fulfilled the duties of friendship, and have given this young man
both sound and faithful counsels. Incite him, however, as much as you can by
word of mouth. I am very desirous to withdraw him from Rome, and from
the envy which follows, as the shadow does the body, all who live under the
eyes of their fellow-citizens. I have always from his childhood hoped that he
would become a man of high integrity and ancestral virtue. I am greatly
attached to him, and hope he may accompany you to Tuscany. We set out
for Padua the 26th of September. Oh, what sad intelligence of Lorenzo Carolo !
‘Was he carried off by a fever? Is it possible? in so few days! All the
circumstances are sad and distressing. What will become of his mother, and
his most unhappy sisters? I can write no more for tears.” !

This letter is thoroughly Italian. The way in which Paleario
desires him to withdraw from the fulfilment of his promises is
not straightforward, the want of moral courage is strikingly
displayed. Instead of telling his agent to say plainly he had
gone beyond his directions in making any promises, he was
instructed to draw off by degrees, keep up delusive hopes, and
finally leave without saying anything certain, and thus break
off his engagement. But Paleario had not yet directed his
attention to the Scriptures, the only true source of moral courage.

1 Palearii Operg, lib. i. ep. 12.
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Perhaps there is nothing contributes more to the healthiness
and soundness of the moral atmosphere, than the being able to
hear and to bear unwelcome truths. It clears the visual eye of
the mental organ, saves it from delusive expectations, and thus
prepares the intellectual faculties to discern and grapple with
difficulties which, in a world so full of evil, must be perpetually
arising. As the experienced general confides in his reserved
force to repair any disaster or mistake in the course of a battle,
8o, in the battle of life, moral courage, the offspring of truth, is
the great reserve to fall back upon, with which to renew the
combat secure success, and inspire confidence.

In consequence of Paleario’s letter to his friends Bono
and Pavonio of Veroli, expressing his determination to stay in
Tuscany, he received a letter from Giovanni Martelli,' a friend
of his father's, offering to buy his property on certain conditions ;
he immediately acceded to his proposal, and returned the follow-
ing answer.

AoN10 PALEARIO TO GIOVANNI MARTELLI.

T received your most kind letter, in which you tell me that you are will-
ing to relinquish your own paternal mansion and purchase mine if I approve
of the terms of payment. I have often commissioned Pavonio and Bono,
persons who know well my good will towards you, to say that I have nothing
which I consider mine more than yours. I am content with the conditions,
and send the agreement. Corsini, an active man and much your friend, will
carefully attend to everything. I hope the purchase may turn out a good
and satisfactory one for you. In the course of my whole life I never experi-
enced greater pleasure than when I heard that you wished to take possession
of my house. You wish to pay in five instalments ; well, be it s0; but I excuse
you one: I give you a sixth. Pay the rest at your convenience. If any one
objects, I am sorry, for I desire first and foremost that all the world may know
that I hold you most dear, and next that my friends may enjoy it. With
three fourths I shall take care that the tomb be repaired, so that if these relics
of my dear ones can feel anything, they may take a kind of pleasure in it.
‘What need is there for you to say so much of certain persons? I know these
provincialists. It is my greatest consolation to think, as I cannot do so, that
you inhabit my house. If I were there we should spend whole days together.
Do you think I have forgotten that when I was a little fellow my father took
me to you? and how he used to rejoice at having found a man to whom he
could safely confide his children. Your kindness has been essential to me even
from my boyhood.”

1 Probably a relation of Vincenzo Martelli, secretary to the Prince of Salerno.
2 Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 10. The writer of the letter from Veroli says there is
a tradition there, that this Gio. Martelli who bought Paleario’s house composed
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As Siena was the residence of Paleario for several years, and
it was there that his religious opinions attained maturity,
a slight sketch of its history and political changes will not be
irrelevant to our subject. i

Siena was at one time a city of considerable strength. There
are no authentic documents of its origin earlier than the year
290 before the Christian era. Livy mentions a colony of Ro-
mans having been sent there about that time; and there is
a tradition that it was built by the Gaulish tribe, Senones,' as
a city of refuge for their old men. This is alluded to by Fazio
in his Dittamondo :*

“ Per quella strada, che vi era pii piana
Noi ci traemo alla citta di Siena,
La qual’ & posta in parte forte, e sana.
Di leggiadria, di bei costumi, & piena
Di vaghe donne e d’ huomini cortesi,
E I'aer dolce, lucida, e serena.
Questa cittade per alcun’ intesi
Lasciando ivi molti vecchi, Breno,
Quando i Romani per lui fur morti, e presi,
Habito prima, e l'altri da l'altro seno,
Che dice quando il buon Carlo Martello
Passd di qua, che i veochi lasenno.” ?

As soon as Siena‘ became a Roman colony, it was governed,

& legend upon the life and death of our holy mother Maria Salome, mother of the
apostles James and John, in which, at Aonio’s instigation, he inserted delle menzogne
¢ falsita.

1 Universal Hist. vol. viii. sec. v. p. 891. .

3 Bee Fazio, Dittamondo, lib. 3, canto 8.

3 Alberti says the more ancient writers contradict this. The two accounts
may perhaps be reconciled, if we reflect on the frequent wars of those times,
when cities were destroyed and afterwards rebuilt by the conquerors.

¢ The accurate Alberti says of Siena: * La Cittd dimandata Colonia Senensis, o
parimente da Cornelio Tacito nel 4 libro dell’ historie, ove si dice: Manlius pa-
tricius ordinis Senatorii pulsatum se in Colonia Senensi cetu multitudinis, et jussu
magistratuum querebatur, nec finom injurie Ric stetisse.. . .. Addstumg. 8. C. quo Senen-
sium plebes modestie admoneretur.. ... .. Edificarono questa cittd (come par voglia
Polibio) i Galli Senoni scacciati da i Romani, quando egli dice che i Galli Senoni
.edificarono un’ altra Colonia, nominandola Sena, oltra di quell’ altra da loro fabri-
cata presso al mare Adriatico. Il che conferma Gottifredi nel libro della memoria
di tutte le cose, dicendo che fosse fatta da i detti Galli Senoni, essendo loro Capitano
Breno contra i Bomani. Il simile dice Policarpo nel sesto libro delle croniche,
soggiungendo che da quelli fosse edificata per habitatione de i loro vecchi, accid
che quivi si riposassero: e cid fosse fatto avanti I’ incarnatione del figliuolo di Dio
382 anni.”—Alberti, Descrittione di tutta ¥ Italia, p. 68, Ed. Veneszia, 1557.
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according to the laws of Roman jurisprudence, by prefects sent
from Rome; while all criminal causes were carried to Rome
itself, Siena being within the given jurisdiction of 100 miles
which appertained to the city. There still exists at Siena the
fragment of a tablet containing an inscription, which was affixed
to the wall, as marking the bounds of municipal jurisdiction.

Christianity was introduced into Siena by a person named
Ansano, who fled from Rome during the persecutions in the
reign of Diocletian; but the desire of rooting out what they
termed a new religion pursued him to Siena. He was beheaded
by order of Licius the proconsul for being a Christian.

It is not surprising that the Romans, though a polished and
intelligent people, should endeavour to crush all religions which
differed from that of the state. Their ignorance of the true God
prevented them from comprehending the love and clemency of
His character. Unacquainted with the spiritual worship of the
heart, their devotion consisted chiefly in pompous ceremonies;
they carried images about in solemn procession, before which
every creature was obliged to scatter incense in token of re-
spect to these inanimate gods of man’s creation. Those who
ventured to refuse this act of homage, did it at the peril of their
lives.

When Charlemagne was called by Pope Adrian L in 773
to assist him against the Lombards, Siena was made a French
colony, and was not, like Perugia and other towns, given over to
the Church, but maintained its independence till a much later
period. Upon Charlemagne’s arrival in Rome, he kissed every
step of the church of St. Peter as he ascended to meet the
Pope, who stood waiting at the entrance to receive him. Adrian
met him with a cordial embrace, and they entered the church
together. :

His successor Alexander III., who was elected Pope in 1159,
was a native of Siena. He fell under the displeasure of the
ferocious Frederic Barbarossa, because he had been elected three
days after the death of Adrian IV. without waiting for the
Emperor’s consent. Being master of all Italy, and determined to
maintain his power there, it was necessary for Frederic to have
the Pope as a creature of his own. The struggles for power
between the Emperor and the Pope had been the misery of the
last papal reign. Adrian was an Englishman (Brakespear), of
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a firm and unbending spirit. He bearded the Emperor when he
was at the gates of Rome for his coronation, and before he
permitted him to enter, compelled him to give up Armaldo di
Brescia. This zealous reformer had been bold enough to attack
the temporal and ecclesiastical power of the Pope. Such daring
audacity roused the personal enmity of the Pontiff, and his
spirit knew no rest till he had issued orders for the destruction
of his victim. He ordered him to be hanged, and his dead body
was actually spitted and roasted before the fire.!

During Alexander’s reign, which lasted twenty-seven years,
Italy never enjoyed the blessing of peace. Frederic cited him
to appear before him, he refused; Frederic deposed him, and
set up an antipope in the person of Octavius, who took the
name of Vittorio. The wars of the Guelfs and Ghibellines were
renewed. The Pope was more than once obliged to fly, but at
length Frederic’s faithless and savage treatment of the Lom-
bards roused the princes to form a league against him: though
before this time they had been divided among themselves, they
now united in one common cause against the Emperor. This
unity, so rare among the principalities of Italy, turned the tide
of victory, which had hitherto been favourable to Frederic. In
a desperate battle which was fought near Como, Frederic was
thrown from his horse, and lost sight of for a time. He cut his
way through to Pavia, and reappeared when all thought him
dead and were searching for his body. An escape from such
imminent danger made him more ready to yield to the advice

_ of his counsellors, who persnaded him that his defeat was a chas-
tisement for his disobedience to the Church.

Alexander, who had survived four antipopes upheld by the
Emperor, was equally willing to come to terms of accommoda-
tion. They met at Venice in the church of St. Mark, when
Frederic, laying aside the imperial mantle, threw himself before
the Pontiff and kissed his feet.® Alexander shed tears of joy at

1 ¢ Amaldo fu tratto dal castello ove stava nascosto; fu consegnato nelle mani
dei Cardinali, e da questi rimesso al prefetto di Roma che lo fece impiccare, abbruc-
ciare, infllzato in uno spiedo il suo cadavere e spargere le sue ceneri nel Tevere,
perche il popolo non lo venerasse qual Santo. Cid avvenne I'anno 1155, prima de’
18 di Giugno in cui segul la coronazione di Federigo, essendo Arnaldo in etd, per
quanto io penso, di circa 50 anni.”’—drnaldo di Brescia, di Gio. Battista Niccolini.
Firenze, 1843, Platina, Vite dei Papi, p. 321, Ed. Venexis, 1665.

3 There is a fresco in the Sala Regis, in the Vatican palace at Rome, represent-
ing Frederi¢’s humiliation.



94 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PALEARIO. [1530-

seeing his bitterest enemy and the disturber of the peace of Italy
humbled and subdued. He kindly raised and saluted him, and
the lofty vaults of the church resounded with the Te Deum, as
Frederic, giving his right hand to the Pope, walked to the choir,
where he received the papal absolution and benediction in due
form.

The next day; in the presence of an immense concourse of
people, the Pope performed mass, and preached in St. Mark’s,
when Frederic paid him public obeisance, and presented an
offering of great value. After mass, the Emperor held the
stirrup while the Pope mounted his horse, and would have led
him by the bridle, walking by the Pope’s side as his equerry,
but this Alexander would not permit.

Mouratori, the historian on whose accuracy the greatest re-
liance may be placed, treats as a fabulous legend the old and often
repeated story of Alexander putting his foot on Frederic's neck,
and saying, Super aspidem et basilicum ambulabis, conculcabis
leonem et draconem, ‘thou shalt walk upon the serpent and the
basilisk, and tread upon the lion and dragon,’ with the reply,
Non tibi sed Petro, ‘not thou but Peter,” which called forth the
haughty response, Et miks et Petro, ¢ Peter and I also.” Though
these words are cited by Dandolo and other chroniclers, they
are altogether contrary to the habitual moderation of Alexander,
who had learned wisdom from a long course of adversity.

We have entered more into the history of Alexander’s con-
tests with Frederic than relates to our subject, not only because
he was a native of Siena, but because in his reign a very im-
portant change took place in the election of the Popes. The
farther we go back in the history of the Church, the less power
and the more simplicity we find in its institutions. The very
name of Pope (Papa) only meant, originally, the head of a Chris-
tian family associated together for religious purposes. He was
to minister to them in holy things, that is, to teach and instruct
them; and he, as well as the other ministers, were at first
gelected by the people whom he was to guide in the way to
heaven. Until the eleventh century the Popes were chosen by
the whole of the Roman clergy, the nobility, judges, citizens,
and people in Rome, subject to the assent of the Emperor. As
corruption increased, and the- title of Pope became more desired,
the choice often gave rise to all the evils of a popular election.
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On this account, Nicholas II. in 1059, taking advantage of
the minority of Henry IV., passed a decree which raised the
power of the Cardinals, by giving them authority to choose the

‘Pope. This was a bold step towards an independent authority

over the world at large, and gave great offence to the seven
palatine judges, and to the Roman clergy in general, who were
deprived of a voice in the election. In 1059, Alexander ITI.,
actuated by the same desire for absolute power, passed a law by
which the election was vested in the Cardinals alone, without
any reference to the clergy of Rome or to the Emperor’s ap-
proval ; henceforth the Popes were chosen by and from among
the College of Cardinals." The dying Pope frequently pointed
out his successor. In some cases the votes were bought by the
reigning powers, or by the Roman princes ; in others, the election
was carried on with great haste to shew its independence.

Siena was so alarmed at Frederic's power throughout Italy
that it refused to open its gates to him. Being a place of great
strength it was able to withstand the intruder, who left his
brother to besiege it and take it by force ; but the Sienese made
so successful a resistance that he punished them by revoking
many of their privileges. These were however in time restored,
and in 1186 they were empowered to elect their own consuls,
subject to the approval of the Emperor. The Sienese contributed
large supplies of troops towards the conquest of the Holy Land,
and many of their nobles and young men volunteered their per-
sonal services.

During the absence of the nobility in the Holy Land the
Sienese introduced a popular form of government, and took the

1 Cardinals were not formerly what they have become in process of time, and
especially since the 12th century, when the power was given them to choose, or,
as they call it, to create a Pope. They were originally parish priests, deacons, and
sub-deacons. Those were called cardinals who had the charge of a parish, because on
them hung, as it were, the cardins or immoveable hinges of the Church. We find
them anciently called cardinal bishops, to distinguish them from those who had no
fixed charge. There are many old documents to prove that each town had its
cardinal presbyters and sub-deacon cardinals. Rossi, in his history of Ravenna,
mentions that the canons of Ravenna did not lay aside the title of cardinal till
1568. The Church of Naples had also its cardinals. Ughelli speaks of two cardinal
presbyters in the Neapolitan Church. There were also cardinal priests in the
Church of Lucca. The etymology of the word appears to give the derivation from
cardinare, to connect, incorporate, or fix.—Muratori, Antickita Italiana, tom. iii.
p- 3, ed. Roma, 1575. Rossi, Storia Ravennate. Ughelli, Italie Sacre.
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supreme power out of the hands of the Consuls, which caused
both parties to have recourse to arms to defend their rights.
Before they came to actual fighting mediators interfered, and
their differences were reconciled by a resolution to increase the
number of Consuls to six; one-third of this number was to be
chosen from the people, and two-thirds to be gentlemen and
Ghibellines. The people, having once found what they could
gain by popular commotion, renewed their endeavours every
year to encroach further on the power of the nobles; this gave
rise to an infinite variety of changes in the government. Thus
in 1273 the Consuls were removed, and twenty-four Signort or
gentlemen replaced them; these twenty-four were soon after in-
areased to thirty. In 1279 the government of the Qutndict, or
Fifteen magistrates, was established, and in six years after that
of the Nine Priors and Defensors; this form of government gave
so much satisfaction that it remained unchanged for seventy
years. The nobles then rose, determined to obtain more power,
and a new form of government appeared, called the Magistracy
of the Twelve Prastors. From 1368 to 1384 the government of
the Riformators was prevalent. During these frequent changes
the inhabitants were divided into four different factions, the
Monts, the Dodici, the Riformators, and the Popolo.'

The popular faction was generally the strongest, and when
the state became beyond control, its liberty often fell a sacrifice
to popular cabals, under the influence of individual ambition.
Thus from 1390 to 1404 Siena was governed by the Duke of
Milan ; under the Pontificate of Pius II. it was tyrannised over
by the nobles; afterwards it fell a prey to the intrigues of the
Duke of Calabria.

In 1499 the Sienese, who in the time of Dante had so
vigorously withstood the princelike Provenzano, were compelled
to submit to one of their own citizens, Pandolfo Petrucci, who
governed the city till his death in 1512. His two sons and
a nephew usurped the reins of government; the citizens freed
themselves from his tyranny by violent resistance, but shewed
their incapacity for governing by falling into a state of anarchy.
This in time opened the way for the entrance of the Medici family.

1 Siena took its Podesta from Modena as far back as 1225, in which year ¢ Gorar-

dus Rangonus f Podesta di Siena. Poscia all’ anno 1227 fa Podestd, Inghiramus di
Macerata Modenesc,’ and so on till 1500. Muratori, Antickita Italiana, tom. iii. p. 30.
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Clement VII. with his papal bulls, and Charles V. with
his Spanish troops, compelled the unhappy Republic to appeal
to Francis I. On the defeat of that monarch at Pavia, Siena
was obliged to yield to the imperial arms. Charles governed it
by deputy till 1555, when Cosmo I., Grand Duke of Tuscany,
attacked and conquered it. According to the terms of the
capitulation, a nominal degree of liberty was permitted them.
The government was composed of a Capitano del Popolo and
eight Priori: the Company of the Balia (Town Council), the
Chief Magistrate of Bicherna, the Consulta or Privy Council,
and the Secretary of the Laws, the Captain of Justice, were all
different phases of magistracy, who governed by turns till the
time of Pietro Leopoldo 1., when he included Siena in his wise
and parental reformation of the laws of Tuscany.'

! Malvolti, Storia del Siena. Gigli, Diario. See Appendix E.
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CHAPTER IIIL

PALEARIO AS AN ORATOR.

1531—1533.
’

PALEARIO GOES TO PADUA—LAMPRIDIO—TUNIVERSITY-—PALEARIO RECALLED TO
SIENA—BELLANTI FAMILY—ORATION IN BEHALF OF ANTONIO BELLLANYI—
CAUSE GAINED—SUBSEQUENT ORATION-——PALEARIO'S ITALIAN POETRY—BEMBO—
HIS HISTORY.

THoUGH Paleario had been detained a year at Siena, he was
still desirous of accomplishing his original design of going to
Padus, there to pursue his studies and join the learned society
of which he had heard so flattering and attractive a description.
Being now furnished with the means of accomplishing his
journey, he prepared to set out.

The distinguished poet and linguist Benedetto Lampridio
was at this time in the zenith of his fame. Paleario in all pro-
bability had known him at Rome, for Lampridio went there
very young, and was received into the house of Paolo Cortese.!
He was so well versed in the Greek and Latin classics, that the
learned Giovanni Lascari® took him as coadjutor in the formation
of the new Greek college established by Leo X. At the death

1 Paolo Cortese (born 1465, died 1610) was descended from a learned Tuscan
family of St. Gemigniano. He was the first theological writer who ventured to
discard the barbarisms of the schools, and introduce classic elegance into scholastic
theology. As apostolical secretary he had great influence at Rome, and was one of
the chief supports of the literary academy which met in his own house. In the latter
years of his life he resided in his Castello Cortesiano at St. Gemigniano, where he
kept a kind of literary court, and was visited by all the learned celebrities of his
time. His works were printed at Basle, in 1540, with a laudatory preface by
Beato Renano. Among his Latin tracts may be named De Sacrarum Literarum
omniumgue Disciplinarum Seientia, and De Cardinalatu.—Tiraboschi, Lett. Ital.
vol. vi. p. 228.

3 See Appendix A.
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of this Pope in 1521 he left Rome and went to Padua, where
be opened a private school and lectured on Greek and Roman
classics. Paolo Giovio says he was too proud to submit to
competition as candidate for a public chair; but the fact was
that private lectures were more remunerative, as well as more
independent. The fame of his talents and character induced
Federigo Gonzaga,' duke of Mantua, to invite him to come and
undertake the education of his only son Francesco. Bembo held
him in such high estimation, that he sent his son Torquato to
Mantua on purpose to profit by his instructions. In urging the
youth to application, he tells him that he is more fortunate than
all the boys in Italy, or even in Europe, for none of them have
so good a master, “cost eccellente e singolar precettore, e cosd
amorevole, come hai tu sebbene sono figliuoli di gran Princips
e gran R2* He died at Mantua in 1540.

‘When Paleario visited the university of Padua, it was just
rising to its greatest glory. It had existed 200 years, and
shared the various fortunes of its possessors: at one time raised
by the protection of its sovereign to the highest pitch of pros-
perity and distinction ; at another, its lecture-rooms closed, and
its professors dismissed. In 1313 Padua belonged to Henry
VIL of Germany. The inhabitants having exhibited symptoms
of revolt, he issued a decree to close the university altogether,
and refused them the privilege of conferring degrees. His death
alone, the same year, saved the university from destruction. At
the close of this century it changed masters. ~Ubertino of Car-
rara recovered possession, he restored its ancient privileges, and
by fresh concessions encouraged a revival of its reputation and
splendour.

Padua came into possession of the Venetians in the beginning
of the fifteenth century. The senate was so desirous to raise the

1 Son of Isabella &’ Este, the Marchioness of Mantua, mentioned in Chap. 1.

3 Gregorio Cortese, a learned Benedictine monk, related to Paolo, wrote to
Cardinal Contarini on the 8th of March, 1536 : *“Non tacerd come i giorni passati
essendo in Mantova fui pregato da quell’ Illustrissimo Signore di fare che M. Lam-
pridio andasse a stare con lui ad effetto, che il suo unico figliuolo avesse la creanza
sotto esso, ed anche desiderando il prefato Signore avere una compagnia, con la
quale alle volte potesse esercitarsi in ragionamenti virtuosi; e cosi conclusa la cosa
M. Lampridio se n’ & andato con provisione di trecento ducati, e le stanze, e le spese
per tre bocche.” —Tiraboschi, Lett. Ital. vol. vii. p. 199.

3 Bembo, Letters, vol. ii. p. 128. Ed. Venetia, 1560.
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fame of their university, that every other public school or uni-
versity in their dominions was closed, and the professors’ chairs
richly endowed. This monopoly of education, however, did not
produce the advantages expected. Scholars, finding no other
university than that of Padua, sometimes went out of the state
for instruction. The senate, not sufficiently enlightened on the
subject of free trade and reciprocal advantages, enacted that
degrees conferred by other universities were of no value within
the Venetian territories. But this, instead of increasing the
number of students, was the cause of the total withdrawal of
foreigners. Several Italian sovereigns followed the example
of Venice, and would not allow the degrees conferred by the
Paduan university to be of force in their dominions.

During the long vexatious war between the Pope and the
Venetians, which lasted twenty years, the university had been
closed. On the restoration of peace in 1529, the inhabitants of
Padua sent messengers to Venice, for permission to reopen the
university. This request was immediately complied with. Three
patricians, with the title of Reformers, were commissioned to
superintend the regulation of the university. It soon recovered
its ancient fame. Students flocked in great numbers from
all parts of Europe. Youths came even from the extreme con-
fines of Russia, to carry back to their cold and uncivilized
country the polished graces of civilized life, and a knowledge of
classical literature. A new and spacious building was erected,
and the most eminent men were selected to fill the professors’
chairs, The university of Padua' was, however, more indebted
for its revival to the energy of a single individual, Pietro Bembo,
than to the protection of the senate.

Paleario spent nearly a year at Padua, in the full enjoyment
of the delights of study, and in enthusiastic admiration of Lam-

1 In 1643 the university began to fall off. Bonfadio writes: ‘¢ We are in rather
& miserable state here. Yesterday the professor of law had a quarrel with the
university. Oradino gave the lie to Ansuino, who returned the compliment by a
violent blow: I do not know what will be the consequences.” In 1568 Falloppio
writes to Aldobrandini that many professors’ chairs are vacant; and in 1561 he says,
¢ These gentlemen (the patricians) are by no means alive to the importance of
study. They have no money, and take no trouble to procure any for the benefit of
the university. I wes even obliged to advance a few florins, and woe be to those
who should ask them for 400 florins for & work on natural history.”—Bonfadio,
Lettere.
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pridio’s eloquence. He wrote in ecstacy to his friend Maffei
on hearing him lecture on the Orations of Demosthenes :

“ He lectures with so much energy as almost to bring before his auditors
the senators mentioned by Demosthenes. In his manner and gesture he
seems to imitate the vehement eloquence and sonorous voice of the great
orator himself’; nothing finer can be imagined. How I wish, my dear Maffei,
you had been present, for you would, I am sure, have acknowledged that
a single lecture from Lampridio is worth all the magnificence and popular
glory of Rome.”!

He then seems to have intended visiting Rome ; but, when he
reached Bologna, he was recalled to Siena by the entreaties of
his friends there, who wanted his professional assistance. On
his return he wrote the following letter to Bernardino Maffei.

“ While I was eagerly expecting a letter from you (having sent mine the
16th of May by Girolamo Riario), our friend Paccio came in a boat from Venice
to Padua, and made it his business to visit the citizens of Rome. He told me
you had not received any letter from me. This is very annoying, for though
my letters were written in a familiar manner, and not in the eloquent terms
with which yours, I hear, abound, still they were full of affection and good-
will, and expressed my regard for you. I was very near coming to visit you,
but was prevented by the affairs of friends, to whom I am under deep obliga-
tions for their great kindness. Just as I had reached Bologna, I received
letters from them, entreating me to return immediately to Tuscany. This
I did; how could I refuse to comply with the claims of friendship P’’

The popular faction at this time prevailed at Siena. Its
violence and injustice evinced its incapacity for government;
indeed, the liberty of those boasted republics seems only to have
been a license for wicked men to enrich themselves at the ex-
pense of others. Acting on the true levelling principle, wherever
there was an honorable, rich, prosperous man, he became the
object of envy, his property was coveted, and no means left un-
tried to compass his destruction.

Antonio Bellanti was descended from a wealthy family of
French origin, formerly one of the most ancient and noble of
Siena,’ but now entirely extinct. Some conjecture that they
sprang from Bellanda, a celebrated warrior in the time of
Charlemagne.* One thing however is certain: when Charles

1 Palearii Opera, lib. i. ep. 19.

2 Ibid, 1ib. i. ep. 11.

3 Gregorio Gigli. Diario Samese, p. 216.

4 In proof of this, they shewed that Bellanda’s arms were uniform with those of
Bellanti, a lion with a bar.
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VIII. passed through Siena in 1495, his barons acknowledged
the family and arms as French. Robert Guiche, bishop of
Nantes, a maternal relation, (made Cardinal by Julius IIL in
1505,) shewed great favour to this family; and we may add
that Petrini Bellanti had inherited a large fortune from a distant
relation, who died in France in the fifteenth century. Various
members of this family had filled the highest civil offices; their
wealth, as well as their integrity, entitled them to a share in the
government. They possessed no less than six estates in the
Sienese territory. Petrini was a theologian of great talent, as
well as a philosopher and lawyer; though blind at five years old
he was professor of Law in the Universities of Pisa and Siena;
he played on all kinds of musical instruments, and invented one
called the Angelica, now fallen into dis<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>