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Alas! what boots the long laborious quest

Of moral prudence sought through good and ill;

Or pains abstruse to elevate the will

And lead us on to that transcendent rest

Where every passion shall the sway attest

Of Reason seated on her sovereign hill ;

‘What is it but a vain and curious skill

If sapient Germany must lie deprest

Beneath the brutal sword? Her haughty schools

Shall blush ; and may not we with sorrow say,

A few strong instincts and a few plain rules

Among the herdsmen of the Alps, have wrought

More for mankind at this unhappy day

Than all the pride of intellect and thought ?
‘WORDSWORTH.






CHAPTER 1.
THE FIRST RISING OF GERMANY,

THE outlaw had only a few hours’ grace, and was obliged to
set out ‘not knowing whither he went,” but desiring only to
escape beyond the range of the French army. He determined
to cross into Bohemia, though he could not yet know whether
the Austrian Government was disposed to give him shelter. It
was in the night of the 5th of January that he set out. He
went by Sagan, and on the next day to Bunzlau. Then in a
sledge to Lowenberg, and after a little sleep he started again at
one in the morning ; and Pertz describes, I suppose from Stein’s
own mouth, the beauty of the night and the thoughts that oc-
cupied his mind. It seems that he called to mind a New Year’s
sermon of Schleiermacher’s ¢ On what a man should fear and
what is not to be feared.” On the morning of the 9th he pre-
sented himself to his old friends, the Redens, at Buchwald in
the Riesengebirge. They were much astonished, but welcomed
him warmly. French soldiers, however, were still within a few
miles, and it was necessary to form further plans. Next day
came letters from Berlin; his wife sent a passport which she had
procured from the Austrian Ambassador, and begged him to
cross the frontier at once; she would follow with the children
wherever he might appoint. He replied, begging her to come,
as soon as her health would allow it, to Prag. He then wrote a
letter to Dalberg, who was now Prince Primate of the Confedera-
tion of the Rhine, asking for the help of his influence towards
saving the Nassau property for his family, and procured an Eng-
lish passport under the name of Carl Friicht (Friicht, it will be
remembered, is the name of the estate near Nassau where he now
lies buried.) It is pleasant to read that an old friend of his youth
sought him out at Buchwald, expressly in order to share his
trials ; and it is also pleasant that, from a description by the poet
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Arndt, we are able to picture to ourselves this faithful friend,
and the kind of chat with which they cheered each othet in the
snowy days when they crossed the Bohemian mountains together.
His name was Count Gessler; and

He was (writes Arndt) a friend of Korner and Schiller; his acquirements,
his intelligence and wit could not but be extolled by all who knew him; his
German heart and noble devout spirit I was to learn more and more to appre-
ciate till the day of his death. He was an early friend of Stein’s and knew
how to play with him as no one else did; indeed, Stein would not have allowed
any one else to play with him so. Stein loved and esteemed him much, and
yet their talk was an eternal quarrelling and carping. No doubt that is often
& way with people who have had merry days together in youth; partly from
habit, partly for remembrance sake. In this petty teasing and carping,
Gessler, more quiet and more witty, had generally the better; he knew how
to play with the lion like a gadfly who bites his muzzle till he roars again; it
amused him to awake for a moment the wrath of the Titan, to whose might
and greatness nevertheless he paid due homage.

A little chafing of this kind may have been really beneficial,
for their journey over the mountains was very cold. In fact, so
much snow fell that a day later they would have found it impos-
sible to pass, but they reached Trautenau in safety, and from
this place Stein wrote to two of the Austrian Ministers, Count
Stadion, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Count O’Donnell
of Tyrconnel, Minister for Finance. He asked that the Emperor
would grant him an asylum in his State, where he proposed to
live in retirement and devote himself to the education of his
children. On the 16th he reached Prag; here soon received en-
couraging unofficial answers to his application, which were fol-

lowed on January 24th by an official communication from Stadion,.

expressing the Emperor’s pleasure at receiving within his States
a Minister equally distinguished for the services he had rendered
to his Sovereign and for the misfortunes they had drawn upon
him, but at the same time the Emperor’s desire that he would
choose Briinn, the capital of Moravia, for his residence rather
than Prag, which was full of Prussian refugees, generally esti-
mable but often injudicious persons, who would not allow him to
enjoy the quiet he sought. Stadion added that he personally was
glad to have Stein within a short journey of Vienna, rather than
so far off as he would be at Prag.

Stein accordingly proceeded to Briinn, still accompanied by
Gessler, who did not leave him till the latter part of February.
On March 1st arrived the Frau vom Stein and the daughtors.
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On the back of the letter in which the wife announced her com-
ing is to be read, according to Pertz, in Stein’s hand, the well-
known lines from Schiller’s Bell, then of course a poem of the
day — quotations from Goethe and Schiller are rare in Stein’s
letters : —

Einen Blick
Nach dem Grabe
Seiner Habe

' Sendet noch der Mensch zuriick —
Greift frohlich dann zum Wanderstabe;
Was Feuers Wuth ihm auch geraubt,
Ein siisser Trost ist ihm geblieben;
Er zdhlt die Haupter seiner Lieben
Und sieh’ ihm fehlt kein theures Haupt.

Adversity even thus early began to produce its compensations.
His wife, who had, I imagine, nothing either of patriotic or poli-
tical heroism, now displayed the heroism of duty, and Stein
began to feel a passionate gratitude to her for the perfect devo-
tion with which she clung to him in his misfortunes.

During his short stay at Prag he had renewed an acquaintance
formed long before with the most remarkable public man then
living in the Austrian empire, Gentz, the Burke of Germany.
The day before the Emperor’s directions reached Stein, Gentz
wrote to him as follows : —

All those who still know on what road salvation and preservation are to be
found, though they have long abandoned the hope that they will be sought
on it, look up to your Excellency as the Patriarch and Supreme Head of
their Church; in this light at least I and those who think with me have
regarded you for several years past, and the last occurrences have set the seal
to our belief. And for my part I hereby declare that if I could this day pro-
cure to be given to your Excellency the Dictatorship (in strict Old-Roman
sense of the word) over all which would need to be undertaken for the
redemption of Germany, I would leave the world to-morrow satisfied with
my day’s work and at ease with respect to the issue and the future.

In the next act of the European drama Stein does not appear
upon the stage. For the next three years his name was forgot- -
ten, and probably few people knew what had become of the
active and conspicuous Minister of 1808. But it is not till the
end of the year which opened with his flight that his influence
upon the course of affairs ceases to be felt. The great German
war of 1809 was the event for which in the last months of his
Ministry he had been preparing, and in the incidents of it we
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can plainly trace his influence. We see efforts ending in feeble-
ness and failure, because he was absent who might have given
unity to them. But in these abortive efforts is foreshadowed
much which in 1813 was successfully accomplished under
Stein’s guidance. Upon this war then we must delay for a
moment.

From the German point of view it resembles the war of 1813,
except in being unsuccessful. Like that, it is a War of Libera-
tion. It is conducted in a similar spirit of patriotism, a spirit as
unlike as possible to that in which the wars of 1805 and 6
had been waged, and since Russia stood aloof it was even more
thoroughly national than the war of 1813, or than any German
war except that of 1870. In one respect it is unique. Owing
to the King of Prussia’s decision and to the fall of Stein Prussia
has no share in it, so that this once Austria really heads the
German nationality, and for a time she shows a spirit and hero-
ism by which she seems likely finally to eclipse her rival. This
is the year of the Acts of Austria. Like Agamemnon she exerts
herself to compensate for the absence of Achilles. But Jove is
against her, as against Agamemnon, and she goes limping away
to her tent.

We have seen that the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that is the
leading Minister in Austria at the time when Stein sought an
asylum there, was Count Philipp Stadion. This statesman’s
character and career present a remarkable parallel to those of
Stein. Like Stein he was of a very old family, an Imperial
Knuight, though with the title of Count, not Baron. Like Stein,
it is curious to observe, he had taken the birthright from his
elder brother, the first-born, Friedrich, having embraced the
ecclesiastical life. Like Stein he had been at the University of
Géttingen and, being only six years younger, must have had
much the same set of University friends. He had been a wit-
" ness of the enthusiasm of the members of the Hainbund and
seems to have shared it somewhat more than Stein did, though
less than his brother Friedrich. His character was strongly
marked, and marked with much the same traits as that of Stein.
He was proud and downright, capable of grasping great ideas
and of retaining them firmly. His Imperial Knighthood gave
to him, as to Stein, a feeling of independence in the presence of
sovereigns, and as he claimed to be something in himself and not
to owe every thing to the favor of a prince, so like Stein he ex-
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pected others to have individuality, and despised all mere court-
iers or mere officials. What difference there was between the
two men was caused by Stadion having chosen the career which
for a man of his birth was natural, while Stein by a sudden
resolution had thrown himself into a different course. Stadion
had chosen the service of Austria and the department of diplo-
macy ; Stein, as we have seen, had attached himself to Prussia,
and had declined the diplomatic career. Had it been otherwise,
Stein might have had almost precisely the position in history of
S ion, and even in the service of Prussia Stein, with the train-
in!i)f a diplomatist instead of that of a local administrator and
financier, would have been perhaps no more than a Prussian
Stadion, that is, he would have been a Minister above the aver-
age in energy and ghe power of rousing the national spirit, but
he would have left no monument of himself in durable reforms,
and the sum of his work would have been honorable failure
instead of solid success.

Stadion like Stein had been called to the head of affairs at a
moment of disaster; as Stein after the Peace of Tilsit, so Stadion
after the Peace of Pressburg. In general he worked on the
same lines. He had the same idea of calling in the people to co-
operate with the Government, and as his Ministry began nearly
two years before that of Stein, he may certainly claim to have
set the example to Stein rather than to have imitated him. The
official style of Austria in his time had an elevation very unusual
in the country of Thugut, Cobenzl and Metternich. The follow-
ing is a specimen : —

In futuore it will be necessary that the noble intellectual endowments
which belong to the different nations of the Austrian Empire should be
developed and enriched with acquirements of every kind by a better educa-
tion, better organized schools, greater freedom of the Press, and unimpeded
use of the treasures of culture offered by other nations; slumbering or
eramped talents must be encouraged, timid merit brought forward, by which
means assuredly the number of great men will soon be augmented, of whom
the Sovereign has need, &c., &c.

But Stadion contented himself with giving a better tone to
Austrian politics. He was no Reformer. He had neither him-
self noted the shortcomings, which surely were many, of the
Austrian organization, nor devised better methods, nor did he
readily take up suggestions of reform made by others. He had
held all the principal diplomatic posts. He knew the Court of
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Stockholm, that of London, that of Berlin, and that of St.
Petersburg, but all the experience he had acquired thus had not
given him, as it was not calculated to give him, any new light
upon the internal needs of Austria. And this deficiency spoiled
his destiny, though it did not make his character less elevated
and admirable. Our own ambassador, Adair, writes, ‘I can
never speak of that excellent Minister without the highest
respect for his honorable character and frankness, and without
lasting gratitude for his kindness to myself.” But in history he
appears only as a Stein manqué ; Austria does not look back to
his Ministry as the commencement of a better order of things,
but as an honorable though melancholy period when she strug-
gled for a moment to rise out of her degradation, only to fall
back disappointed, sacrifice an archduchess to Napoleon, and
commit herself blindfold for a whole generation to the guidance
of Metternich.

Austria’s great need being precisely the same as Prussia’s,
namely, military force to withstand a threatening enemy, it was
natural that in both countries the ablest soldier should assume
an exceptional position and divide with the Minister the direc-
tion of affairs. Accordingly the Archduke Charles holds in
Austria a position corresponding to that of Scharnhorst in Prus-
sia, as Stadion one corresponding to that of Stein. Of all the
leading commanders of that period the Archduke Charles was
the youngest. He was younger than Napoleon himself and than
Wellington. And yet he had led an army to victory in 1794,
that is, many years before Wellington’s name was heard of in
European war and two years before Napoleon rose to supreme
command. In 1796 the admiration of the world was divided
between him and Napoleon, when he contended with such lead-
ers as Jourdan and Moreau and drove them both across the
Rhine. Again, in the first year of the second war, in 1799, he
won over Jourdan the battles of Osterach and Stockach. Em-
ployed in Italy in the disastrous year 1805, and entirely uncon-
cerned in the disgraces of Ulm and Austerlitz, he had as yet lost
nothing of the renown which those early successes had procured
him. On the 10th of February, 1806, that is almost immedi-
ately after the Peace of Pressburg, the Emperor, against his
inclination, but constrained as the King of Prussia so soon after-
wards was to send for Stein, created him Generalissimus of all
the Austrian armies, giving him at the same time the position
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of War Minister and President of the War Board. Such pow-
ers were quite exceptional in the Austrian system, in which
hitherto even the ablest generals, and none more than the Arch-
duke himself, had been hampered in their operations by the
dictation of this very Board of War.

No one perhaps had held so proud a position in the Austrian
State since Eugene. It might seem that much more was to be
expected from him than from Scharnhorst in a similar position.

*The Archduke was only 34 years old, and his reputation was
not, like that of Scharnhorst, mainly the reputation of a military
aathor and lecturer. A military theorist indeed he was, but he
was also a laurelled general surpassed in fame at this time by
Napoleon alone. And while Scharnhorst had to bear up not
only against the disadvantage of having won no victories, but
also against that of his low extraction and his foreign birth, the
Archduke, as a Habsburg, was at home in his command and
had all the authority which belonged to so many famous com-
manders of the old régime, to Gustavus, Condé, Charles XII.,
Frederick, the authority conferred by belonging to the royal
caste. The Archduke could not but adopt measures similar to
those of Scharnhorst, for the great idea which marks the period
of the Anti-Napoleonic Revolution, the idea of a popular army,
was in the air, and to imitate the Spaniards was the dream of
war-politicians in all countries alike.

Armies were to cease to be mere machines, and were to
acquire in addition to the force that comes of regularity that
which comes of vitality ; to discipline they were to add spirit,
and to have a sense of liberty as well as a sense of control.
This reform divided itself into two parts. One part, and that
the principal, consisted in establishing a connection between the
army and the people, in presenting military service no longer
as a mere skilled Iabor undertaken for pay, but as a duty of the
citizen to his country to be performed with free loyalty and zeal.
Another and more obvious part consisted in treating the soldier
considered as a mere hireling in a more rational manner. The
private would certainly fight better if he were kindly treated
than if he were treated brutally. The officer-would certainly
be more serviceable if he were better taught, and if he had a
prospect of promotion in proportion to his merit. It was this
latter reform which the Archduke undertook first, and he seems
to have been as much impressed as any great reformer ever was
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with the necessity and importance of the changes to be made.
¢ No intellectual principle,” he writes, ¢ balanced the dead mech-
anism of a drill pressed upon them in pure geometry.” And his
favorite, Count Griinne, exclaims, ¢ What could possibly come of
the methodical course of our military administration ? — of our
school-boy responsibility, of the Economy Commissions which
ruin us, the Commissariats which starve us, our book-keeping
which is always wrong, our Boards of Control to find who steals
least, our Council of War that never gives any counsel, our
Bureaucracy that presses us to the earth?’ Accordingly in
three years between the Peace of Pressburg and the Campaign
of Wagram the Archduke carried on a process of purification
which consisted in dismissing incompetent officers, who had
come in under the old corrupt system of favoritism, in establish-
ing new schools for the training of officers, in encouraging the
study of military science, particularly by the method to which
we have seen that Scharnhorst attached so much importance,
viz., the publication and circulation of military journals, and in
issuing Drill Regulations in which a kindly and rational treat-
ment of the private soldier was earnestly recommended. The
great effects of this reform were plainly visible, as is admitted
by the harshest critics of the Archduke, in the Campaign of
1809, in which it was plainly not good fighting but good leader-
ship that was wanting on the Austrian side.

But the Archduke went further and risked the great innova-
tion of creating a citizen army. While he was occupied with
organizing a reserve to garrison the towns of the interior in case
of an invasion, the suggestion of a Landwehr was dropped by
some one, perhaps by the Archduke John, and from the end of
1807 we find that this scheme is under consideration. In March,
1808, a draught plan is laid before the Emperor. Late in May
the Provincial Governors and Military Commissioners are sum-
moned to Vienna to discuss it under the presidency of the Arch-
duke John, and finally on the 9th of June, that is, near the end
of Stein’s Ministry, the Patent appeared by which the Austrian
Landwehr was called into existence.

It consisted of the men between nineteen and forty-five not
otherwise liable to military service. There were many exemp-
tions, and substitutes were allowed. On Sundays and holidays
there was to be drill in each parish. In time of peace it was to
be subject to no other authority than that of the local magis-
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tracy ; in time of war an oath was to be administered, and the
force was then to be placed under the authority of the com-
manding general, and to be united with the reserve army for
defence of the fatherland. All men not included either in the
army or the Landwehr were to be enrolled in a citizen force
for purposes of police. The Archduke calculated that by this
means he could count upon a reserve force of 240,000 in addition
to troops of the line amounting to 300,000.

Thus the Landwehr came into existence in Austria earlier by
several years than in Prussia. The war which followed in the
next year, and which, when Stein came into Austria, was on the
point of breaking out, receives a special character from the great
military changes which had preceded it. It is unlike the three
great wars which Austria had waged before against revolutionary
France, those of 1792-1797, 1798-1801 and 1805, and on the
other hand it is like the great German war of 1813. For the
year of transition, 1808, is past, and the Anti-Napoleonic Revo-
lution has begun. The war of 1809 is the first effort made to
resist Napoleon in the strength of the Spanish principle of popu-
lar war.

Had this effort been successful, or had Napoleon come out of
the war of 1809 with only a slight superiority, the consequences
would have been incalculable. Not merely would the Russian
Expedition in all probability have never taken place, and so the
whole later course of Napoleon would have been different, but
Austria’s position with respect to Prussia and Germany would
perhaps have been at this day quite unlike what it is. I have
already quoted Stein’s judgment about Austria at this time, and
pointed out that he seems to have given it a decided preference
over Prussia. Had Austria had the good fortune to give Napo-
leon the first decisive check, her superiority to Prussia would
perhaps have been established for good. And, moreover, had
she met with this success under the guidance of the high-minded
Count Stadion, and through the operation of the liberal military
policy of the Archduke Charles, she would have found herself
the representative of popular principles in Europe. For, since
the Spanish discovery of the military resource to be found in
popular enthusiasm had been appropriated by the opponents of
Napoleon, popular principles, from which Napoleon for his part
had finally severed himself in 1804, had become the watchword
of his enemies. Accordingly in 1809 it was the cry of all Napo-
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leonists that Austria had become a revolutionary Power. The
King of Bavaria in his manifesto complains of the insidious
proclamations of the Austrians, ¢ which assail the rights of sover-
eigns and seek to diffuse a reckless spirit calculated to undermine
civil order.” In similar language the King of Wurtemberg com-
plains of ¢the demagogic principles announced by Austria in
commencing the war.” Had these principles led Austria to
victory it would have been difficult for her afterwards to repudi-
ate them, and had the Government been disposed to do so they
would have become rooted in the people. That principle which
made the rising against Napoleon the germ of a political revolu-
tion in almost every State, the principle, namely, that the citi-
zens who have saved the State by their self-sacrifice in the field
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