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PREFACE

IN the summer of the year 1883 it was my
- good fortune to make the acquaintance of the
late Sir Henry Rawlinson, and the book which is
now at length published is due to his suggestion.
In the first place Sir Henry called my attention
to the Ibn Serapion MS., of which the British
Museum possesses an unique copy, and he urged
on me the desirability, by its means, of working
out the topography of mediaeval Baghdad; assuring-
me that, with the numerous articles on this subject
contained in the great Geographical! Dictionary of
Yikat and other early authorities, a reconstruction
of the old plan of the city was quite feasible.
Ibn Serapion I published in the Fournal of tke
Royal Asiatic Society (January, April, and October,
1895).

Other occupations hindered the conclusion of the
present work; it took much longer than I had at
first imagined to sift and set in order the mass
of information scattered through the voluminous
writings of the Arab geographers and historians;
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and even now a good deal might be added from
incidental notices, other than those which I have
found, in the later volumes of the Annals of Tabari,
if the Index to that great chronicle had been
available—but unfortunately this has not yet been
published.

There is indeed no lack of material, as will be
seen by glancing over the names of contemporary
Arab Geographers given in the accompanying
Chronological Table (which the bibliographical
List of Authorities completes); but the real basis
of the present reconstruction of the mediaeval plan
is the description of the Canals of Baghdad written
by Ibn Serapion in about the year a.p. goo. By
combining the network of the water system, as
described by this writer, with the radiating high-
roads, as described by his contemporary Ya'kabi,
“it has been possible to plot out the various quarters
of older Baghdad, filling in details from the accounts
of other authorities, which, taken alone, would have
proved too fragmentary to serve for any systematic
reconstruction of the plan.

As far as I am aware, no one has yet attempted
to write a complete history and draw the plan of
the great metropolis of the Abbasid Caliphs. A
beginning was indeed made by the late A. von
Kremer in his Kulturgeschichte des Orients unter
den Chalifen (vol. ii. pp. 47-94); but unfortunately
this went no further than a single chapter, giving
an account (derived from Ya'kabi) of the original
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burg, or Round City of Mansfr, which was to later
Baghdad much what the City of London has come
to be in relation to greater London which now
encompasses it for miles on every side.

The bibliographical list of original Authorities
and Editions, given at the head of this work, is as
complete as I can make it, being more especially
intended to serve for the references in the notes;
further, in the last three chapters some account
will be found of these various authors and the
nature of the description which each has left us of
Baghdad.

The system of transliteration adopted is that now
commonly used ; but for the sake of brevity I have
generally omitted the Arabic article, A/, before the
names of the Caliphs, as also in many common
place-names : and for so doing the sufficient authority
of Silvestre de Sacy may be cited, who has followed
this system in his Religion des Druzes (see vol. i
Introduction, p. v, note 2). It has the merit of
brevity, and while rendering these names less uncouth
to the English ear, makes them, I think, more easily
distinguishable to the eye.

In many plural names, such as Bazzizin, Tustarlyin,
and the like, I have kept to the termination in #x
of the objective case (instead of writing Bazz4z(n,
Tustarlyin) to avoid a double transcription, since
this #z-form properly occurs in the full name—e. g.
Nahr-al-Bazz4zin, the Canal of the Cloth-merchants;
Rabad-at-Tustarlytn, the suburb of the people of
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Tustar; further, this is the post-classical form and
the one now in use. It has not been thought
necessary to mark dotted letters and long vowels
in the names of authors cited in the notes.

In mentioning dates, the years of the Hijrah are
given, with the year A.p. following in brackets,
which last is reckoned to be the year with which the
major part of the Moslem year corresponds: thus
A.H. 200 beginning on August 11, A. D. 815, is given
as equivalent to A. p. 816.

The Map and Plans will serve to show what
I conclude to be the disposition of the various
quarters of the city as described in our authorities.
Nobody can be better aware of the shortcomings
of these Plans than I myself am, and they court
criticism from any who will take the trouble of going
through the evidence. The course of the Tigris
has considerably changed during the last thousand
years, of that there is ample proof, but it is not
so easy to say where exactly, at any specified epoch,
the bed of the river lay.

For modern Baghdad and its environs I have
followed the great plan of the city published by
Commander Felix Jones in his Memoirs, Bombay
Government Records, No. XLI1II, New Series, 1857;
while the surrounding country and the course of the
Tigris generally are given from the Map of Ancient
Babylon, in six sheets, compiled by Mr. Trelawney
Saunders from the surveys of Felix Jones, Bew-
sher, Collingwood, and Beaumont Selby, which was
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published by Stanford in 1885 on the scale of 4,000
yards to the inch.

My plans of mediaeval Baghdad are, to a certain
extent, tentative; in the main lines of roads, and
the relative positions of the various quarters, how-
ever, but little question is likely to arise, since
the evidence is fairly complete. What is now more
especially needed is excavation on the spot to show
where, on the western side of the Tigris, the great
Mosque of Manstr stood, and on the eastern bank
what was the exact position of the Rusifah Mosque.
Both these buildings appear to have been standing
in the middle of the fourteenth century of our era;
and, since tiles or kiln-burnt bricks were largely used
in their construction, some considerable vestiges of
their foundation-walls would certainly be found were
the mounds of rubbish, on either bank of the Tigris
above modern Baghdad, to be carefully examined.

I have many to thank for aid in the carrying
through of this work, and in the notes I have in
all cases acknowledged more special obligations.
For general bibliographical information, however,
I may take this opportunity of expressing my thanks
to both Professor Lane-Poole and to Mr. A. G.
Ellis, Assistant-Keeper of Oriental Books and MSS.
in the British Museum, and while recalling the names
of Mr. A. A. Bevan and of Mr. E. G. Browne of
Cambridge, who have always afforded me their
friendly advice and assistance, I must not close
my preface without recording how deeply I am
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indebted to Professor De Goeje of Leyden for his
constant courtesy in answering many questions,
and in affording me every kind of information,
unstintedly, from his unrivalled knowledge of
mediaeval Arab geography and history.

G. LE STRANGE.

ATHENAEUM CLUB, PALL MALL.
August, 19oo.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

Year. Abbasid Buildings and Events Contemporary
A.H. (A.D.) Caliphs. in Baghdad. Authorities.
132 (750) | SAFFAR. Builds HAshimiyah.
136 (754) | MANSOR. (The First Period.)
Foundation of Bagh-
dad; the Round City.
158 (775) | MAHDL. Completion of RusAfah.
169 (785) | HApt.
170 (786) | HARON-AR- | Ja'fart Palace founded.
. RaAsHID.
193 (809) | AMIN. First Siege, 197 (813).
198 (813) | MAMON. Ja'fari Palace com-
: pleted, and called the
Hasant.
218 (833) | MU'TASIM. Palace on Nahr MsA.
(The Second Period.)
Caliphate removed to
S4marri, 221 (836).
227 (842) | WATHIK. S4imarra.
232 (847) | MUTAWAKRKIL.| SAmarra.
247 (861) | MUNTASIR. S4imarra.
248 (862) | MUSTA'IN. Returns to Baghdad.
Second Siege, 251
(865)-
251 (866) | Mu'Tazz. S4marra.
255 (869) | MUHTADL. SAmarra. -
MU'TAMID. Bfirin restores the | Ya'fd4f.

256 (870)

Hasani Palace. The
Caliph returns to
Baghdad, 279 (892).
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Chronological Table

Year.
A.H.(A.D.)

Abbasid
Caliphs,

Buildings and Events
sn Baghdad.

C onlemporary
Authorities.

279 (892)

289 (9o2)
295 (908)
320 (932)

322 (934)
329 (940)

333 (944)

334 (946)

1363 (974)

381 (991)
422 (1031)

467 (1075)

MU'TADID.

‘ALt MUKTAF!.

MUKTADIR.

KAHIR.

RADptL.
MUTTAK!.

MUSTAKF1.

MuTtt'.

TAr'.

KADIR.
KAim.

MUKTADL.

The Caliph resides in
East Baghdad. Pa-
laces of the Thurayya
and the Fird@s built.
The T4j Palacebegun.
The Hasant Palace
enlarged.

TheTaijPalacefinished.

Mosque of the Caliph
built.

The Palace of the Tree
and others. The Greek
Embassy, 305 (917).

The wall of the Round
City falls to ruin.

Palace of the Golden
Gateruined, 329 (941).
The Round Cityinun-
dated.

(The Third Period.)
Buyids: Palace of
Mu'izz - ad - Dawlah
and his Dyke. The
Peacock Palace, the
Octagon and Square
Palaces.

The ‘Adudi Hospital.

(The Fourth Period.)
Saljiks. Tughril Beg
and Milik Shah. The
Nizimiyah College.
The inundation of
466 (1074).

The Mosque of the
Sultan. Suburbs of
the Muktadiyah, &c.

Ion Rustah.

Tabart, Ibn
Seragpion.

Mas'4dt.

Istakhs.

Iin Howkal,
Mukaddast.

Khagt,

200, e



Chronological Table Xxxi
Year. Abbasid Buildings and Events | Contemporary
A.H. (A.D.) Caliphs. in Baghdad. Asthorities.
487 (1094)| MUSTAZHIR. | Wall round lower East
Baghdad, 488 (1095).
The Rayhéntytn Pa-
lace.
512 (1118) MUSTARSHID. | The Bib-al- Hujrah
Palace.
529 (1135)] MANSOR Third Siege, 530(1136).
RAsHID,
5§30 (1136)) MUHAMMAD | The T4j Palace burnt, | KAdkdnt.
MUKTAF!L. | 549 (1154),and in part
rebuilt. Fourth Siege,
551 (1157). Inunda-
tion of 554 (1159).
555 (1160)] MUSTANJID. | (The Fifth Period.) Benjamin of
Tudela.
566 (1170)| MusTAD1. City Wall restored,
568 (1173). Inunda-
tion of 569 (1174).
Older T4j Palace de-
molished. The second
TA4j and Dyke built.
575 (1180)] NASIR. Inundation of 614 | Jon Jubayr
(1217). Talism Gate | Vdgde.
repaired, 618 (1221).
622 (1225)| ZAHIR. Restores the Bridge of
Boats.
623 (1226)] MUSTANSIR. | Mustansiriyah College.
Mosque restored.
640 (1242)] MUSTA'SIM. | Library of the Rayha- | Jén Khallikin.
nfyin, Last Siege:

Hlaga, 656 (1258).




BAGHDAD
DURING THE CALIPHATE

CHAPTER 1
THE FOUNDATION OF BAGHDAD

Previous capitals of Islam. Medina and Kdfah. Damascus. The
fall of the Omayyads. Need of a new capital for the Abbasid dynasty.
The two Hashimiyahs. The Riwandi insurrection. Courses followed
by the Euphrates and Tigris during the Middle Ages. Mansfr chooses
the site of Baghdad. An Assyrian Baghdad ; Etymology of the name.
Az-Zawrd and Ar-Rawhi. The legend of the name Miklds; Stk
Baghddd. The advantages of the situation of Baghdad.

THE history of Baghdad, as a metropolis, coincides
with the history of the rise and fall of the Abbasid
Caliphs, for in the East it would appear to be almost
a necessity of the case that every new dynasty
should found a new capital. In the earlier annals
of Islam the Era of the Flight (or Hijrah) com-
memorates the date when the Prophet Muhammad,
being forced to leave Mecca, went to take up his
abode in the little hamlet of Yathrib. This change
shifted the political centre of Arabia from the older
commercial city to Yathrib, now to be named
Medina, ‘the City of the Prophet,” and which, from
a small provincial town, suddenly rose to be the
capital of Islam, becoming in a few years’ time
the seat of the theocratic government that had

BAGHDAD B
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imposed new laws on the desert tribes and trans-
formed all Arabia into one nation. The first three
successors (the Khaltfahs or Caliphs) of the Prophet,
namely his companions Abu Bakr, ‘Omar, and ‘Oth-
mén, continued to govern Islam from Medina; and
among the secondary causes that brought about the
fall of ‘Alt, the next Caliph, is certainly to be
counted his ill-advised abandonment of Medina
and the Hijaz. In going to reside at Kafah in
Mesopotamia, ‘All overset the balance of power
among the Arab tribes, as established by his pre-
decessors ; also he was unable to found a strong
administration in his new capital, discovering when
too late that at Kofah the majority of the popula-
tion was unreliable, ever rebellious and inimical to
his theocratic claims. Mu'dwiyah, who now became
the rival of ‘Alt in the Caliphate, had more than
a score of years before this period been named
governor of Syria by the Caliph ‘Omar; and, fore-
seeing the struggle from the beginning, had made
it his work to colonize Syria with relatives and
dependants. The knife of a religious fanatic settled
the question of who  should be Caliph. ‘Alt perished
at Kaofah, inaugurating by his death the long line
of Sht'ah martyrs, and Mu'awiyah, first Caliph of
the house of Omayyah, ruled Islam unquestioned,
residing at Damascus, which thus from the capital
of a province suddenly became the metropolis of
the Commander of the Faithful

Damascus was well situated to be the seat of
government of the purely Arab Caliphate of the
Omayyads. It lay in a most fruitful land; well
within striking distance of the Hijiz, where Medina
and Mecca still remained the double centre of
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religious power in Islam; further it was backed by
the Arabian Desert, from whence the Caliphs drew
their soldiers, and where such of their kinsmen as
still clung to the nomad life roamed at pleasure,
but close at hand in case of need. Damascus was
also conveniently near the Byzantine frontier, and
during the ninety years of the Omayyad Caliphate
the Arab armies ever and again poured from the
north of Syria into Eastern Asia Minor, making
almost continuous rdids against the unfortunate
Christian subjects of  the Greek Emperor. Finally,
that Damascus did not stand on a navigable river
was of little disadvantage during the infancy of
Moslem commerce, when all the carrying trade
followed the old caravan-routes over the desert,
and was of such small amount as could still be
borne on the backs of camels.

Of the many causes that led to the overthrow of
the Omayyads, the two most potent factors would
appear to have been the decay of the Arab tribal
system on which the military power of the Damascus
Caliphs depended, and the disaffection towards the
government caused by the continued misrule of the
New-Moslems, who were nof Arabs—being mainly
the subjects of the old Persian kingdom of the
Chosroes—and who, both in numbers and in intel-
lectual gifts, far surpassed their Bedawin conquerors.
The Persians had accepted Islam cordially, but dis-
tinctly after a fashion of their own, which the Arab
party regarded as heterodox; and the Abbasid
claims to the Caliphate were made good, to no in-
considerable extent, by trading on the inborn hatred
which the Persians, already Shi'ahs, nourished against
the Sunni Caliphs at Damascus, who, though lax in -

B 2
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morals and given to wine-bibbing, were orthodox in
faith, and, before all things, Arab in sympathy?,

The last Omayyad Caliph, Marwén 11, was routed
and slain in the year 132 (a.D. 750), and the first
Abbasid Caliph well merited his name of Saffih—
the ‘ Shedder of Blood '—he having been constantly
occupied, during the four years of his reign, in
hunting down and putting to death every male
descendant of the house of Omayyah, save one
youth only who, escaping to Spain, ultimately
obtained rule there, and founded the dynasty which
afterwards came to be known as the Caliphate of
Cordova. In 136 (A.D. 754) Manstr succeeded his
brother Saffsh on the throne, and during the twenty-
two years of his reign built Baghdad, and there
organized the government of the Abbasids, which
first established in power, and then suffering a long
decay, was destined to last for five centuries seated
on the banks of the Tigris.

A new capital for the new dynasty was indeed
an imperative need. Damascus, peopled by the
dependants of the Omayyads, was out of the ques-
tion; on the one hand it was too far from Persia,
whence the power of the Abbasids was chiefly
derived; on the other hand it was dangerously
near the Greek frontier, and from here, during
the troublous reigns of the last Omayyads, hostile
incursions on the part of the Christians had begun
to avenge former defeats. It was also beginning
to be evident that the conquests of Islam would,

! The causes which led to the overthrow of the Omayyads, and the
revolution of which the house of ‘Abb4s skilfully profited to obtain the
Caliphate, are discussed in a recent pamphlet (named in the List of
Authorities) by the Dutch orientalist, G. Van Vloten.



1] The Foundation of Baghdad 5

in the future, lie to the eastward towards Central
Asia, rather than to the westward at the further
expense of the Byzantines.” Damascus, on the high-
land of Syria, lay, so to speak, dominating the
Mediterranean and looking westward, but the new
capital that was to supplant it must face east, be
near Persia, and for the needs of commerce have
water communication with the sea. Hence every-
thing pointed to a site on either the Euphrates or
the Tigris, and the Abbasids were not slow to make
their choice.

During the first Moslem conquest of Mesopotamia,
two Arab cities had been founded there for the
garrisoning of the troops—Basrah near the mouth
of the twin rivers, and Kafah on the Euphrates,
where the desert caravan-road, from the Hijiz to
Persia, entered the cultivated plain of Mesopotamia.
The Caliph Saffdh, when not occupied in fighting
and butchering, had lived at the Palace called
Héshimtyah (after the ancestor of his race), which
he had built beside the old Persian city of Anbar
on the eastern side of the Euphrates, near to where
the great canal, afterwards known as the Nahr ‘154,
branched off towards the Tigris. At this Hashimiyah
(of Anbar) the first Abbasid Caliph died in 136
(a.D._754); and his brother Mansar, shortly after
succeeding to the throne, began to build for him-
self another residence called by the same name.
This second Héshimtyah, according to one account,
was a town standing between the Arab garrison-city
of Kafah and the -old Persian town of Hirah; that
is to say, on the Arabian side of the Euphrates, not
far above the place where that river, in the tenth
century A.D., spread out and became lost in the
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Great Swamp. Another account places the later
Hashimlyah of MansGr near the town (Madinah)
of Ibn Hubayrah, which last lay close by Kafah,
and therefore must not be confounded with the
Castle (Kasr) of Ibn Hubayrah, a town of some
importance lying higher up the Euphrates than
Kafah, and on its left or eastern bank!.

The exact position, however, of this town of
Héshimtyah is of little importance, since Manstr
very soon abandoned the site as most inconvenient
for a capital. It was too near Kafah, with its popu-
lation of fanatical Shf'ahs, and its garrison of Arab
tribesmen, who constantly rioted and otherwise
gave trouble. Lastly, Mansr took a permanent
dislike to Hashimtyah after the insurrection of the
Rawandts, when a multitude of these Persian
fanatics surging round his palace had insisted on
worshipping him as the Deity. The indignant
Caliph had repudiated their idolatrous homage,
whereupon they began a riot, attacking the guards,
and Mansdr at last found himself in some danger
of losing his life at the hands of those who had
pretended to revere him as their God.

If the capital of Islam was to be shifted to

! Ya'kubi, 237; Tabari, iii. 271. This duplication of place-names,
in the immediate neighbourhood one of the other, is one of the
difficulties of mediaeval Arab geography. Dictionaries of homonyms
exist—as, for instance, that of Yakut called 4/-Mushtarik—and they
are useful, though seldom affording sufficient information about places
of minor importance. That there was a Hishimiyah at Anbér, as
well as at K(fah, is evident by the comparison of two such good
authorities as the Kitdb-al-Uyéin, pp. 211, 214, 236, with the passages
in Tabari and Ya'kubi cited above. It is also evident from the passage
in Tabari that the Madinah, or ‘town,’ of Ibn Hubayrah close to
Kdfah, was not identical with his Kasr, or ¢Castle, a place which,

however, afterwards rose to be a town of some importance standing
on the high road from Baghdad to Kdfah.



1] The Foundation of Baghdad 7

Mesopotamia, the advantages of a site on the
Tigris, rather than on the Euphrates, were con-
spicuous. The new capital would then stand in
the centre of a fruitful country, and not on the
desert border, as was the case with Kdafah and
the neighbouring towns, for the barren sands of
Arabia come right up to the western bank of the
Euphrates. By a system of canals the waters of
this latter river were used to thoroughly irrigate
and fertilize all the country lying in between the
two great streams, while the waters of the Tigris
were kept in reserve for the lands on its left or
Persian bank; and thus the whole breadth of the
province, from the Arabian Desert on the one side
to the mountains of Kurdistdn on the other, was to
be brought under cultivation, and converted into
a veritable garden of plenty. Lastly, the Lower
Tigris before its junction with the Euphrates was
more practicable for navigation than this latter
river, inasmuch as the great irrigation canals, by
effecting the drainage of the surplus waters of the
Euphrates into the Tigris, scoured the lower course
of this river, and kept the water-way clear through
the dangerous shallows of the Great Swamp imme-
diately above the Basrah Estuary.

To understand the problem as presented to
Mansar in his search after a suitable place for the
new capital, it must also be borne in mind that
during the period of the Abbasids, neither the
Euphrates nor the Tigris followed the course
marked on our modern maps. From the account
given by Ibn Serapion, it is evident that the main
stream of the Euphrates, at a short distance above
the ruins of Babylon, took the right or western
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channel, and, very soon after passing Kofah, dis-
. charged its waters into the Great Swamp, which
is so important a feature in the political and
physical geography of that day. The Tigris, on
the other hand, when it reached the latitude of
the present Kdt-al- Amirah (about a hundred miles
as the crow flies below Baghdad) turned due south,
and passing down to Wa4sit by the channel now
known as the Shatt-al-Hayy, shortly below this city,
also entered the Great Swamp where, however,
unlike the Euphrates, its course continued to be
marked by a series of navigable lagoons, called
Hawr. Finally the whole body of water collected
in the Swamp, from both the great rivers, drained
into a channel leading out immediately to the head
of the tidal estuary, which, after passing Basrah,
flowed into the Persian Gulf at ‘Abbadéin!,

1 At the present day the Tigris, below K@t-al-'‘AmArah, instead of
flowing down past Wasit, turns into the more easterly channel, and
after making a great bend due east, takes its course south to Kurnah,
where it joins the waters of the Euphrates to form the estuary of the
Shatt-al-‘Arab. It is still a question when this change of bed took
place, for no direct evidence of the date is to hand ; but the change
doubtless was effected gradually, and probably during the course of
the sixteenth century A.D. The western bed, going through Wasit,
certainly continued to be full of water as late as the middle of the
fifteenth century A.D. It is plainly thus described by all our Arabic
and Persian authorities of the Middle Ages, to mention only the latest
in date, by Hamd Allah Mastawfi in A.D. 1330, by ‘Ali Yazdi, the
historian of the campaigns of Timur, who took Wisit, ‘ on the Tigris,’
in A.D. 1393, and by HAafiz Abrfl, who wrote about the year A.D. 1420.
After this must have come the change, and our next authority, more
than two centuries, however, later, is the Frenchman Tavemier.
After visiting Baghdad in February, 1652, he describes his journey
down the Tigris, which (he says) some distance below the city, divided
into Zwo branches, so as to enclose a great island that was traversed
by numerous small canals. The western channel (the older course by
‘Wisit) apparently was then already no longer navigable, and Tavernier
did not travel by it, but describes the river here as running ¢ vers la
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Manstr made many journeys in search of a site
for his new capital, travelling slowly up the banks
of the Tigris from JarjardyA to Mosul. A site near
Barimm4 below Mosul was at first proposed, where
the hills called Jabal Hamrin are cut through by
the Tigris, but the Caliph finally decided against
this, it is said because of the dearness and the
scarcity of provisions. The Persian hamlet of
Baghd4d, on the western bank of the Tigris, and
just above where the Sarit canal flowed in, was
ultimately fixed upon, and in the year 145 (a.D. 762)
Manstr began to lay the foundations of his new city.

From the discovery made by Sir Henry Raw-
linson in 1848, during the low water in an unusually
dry season, of an extensive facing in Babylonian
brickwork, which still lines the western bank of the
Tigris at Baghdad, it would appear certain that
this place had already been occupied by a far more
ancient city. The bricks are each stamped with the
name and titles of Nebuchadnezzar, and it has since
been found that in the Assyrian geographical cata-
logues of the reign of Sardanapalus a name very

pointe de la Mésopotamie.’” The French traveller went by boat down
the eastern (the present) channel, which took its course ‘le long de
I'ancienne Chaldée.’ He was ten days going from Baghdad to Basrah,
and after passing (K0t-al-) ‘AmArat, a clay-built fort, he mentions the
villages of Satarat, Mangfiri, Magar, and Gazar, when he reached
Gorno (Kurnah) ‘where the Euphrates and Tigris come together.’
(Tavernier, i. 240.) It is evident, therefore, that the Tigris has followed
its present course from K(t-al-'AmAarah to Kurnah since the middle of
the seventeenth century, some time before which, but after 1420, it
began to change over from the Wasit channel that it had occupied
during the Middle Ages. It is curious further to notice that this
present eastern course, running from ‘AmArah to Kurnah, is also the
channel taken by the Tigris in pre-Islamic days, namely during
the Sassanian period; as has been already pointed out in a note to
my translation of Ibn Serapion (/. R. 4. S., 1895, p. 301).
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like Baghdad occurs, which probably refers to the
town then standing on the site afterwards occupied
by the capital of the Caliphs.

Be this as it may, the name of Baghd4d in its more
modern form is presumably Persian, for which Yéikat
and other Arab authorities give various fanciful
etymologies. Bdgk in Persian means ‘ garden,’ and
the city, they say, had the -name of the garden of a
certain Ddd or Dédwayk ; or else Bagk was the name
of an idol, and ddd, meaning ‘given’ or ‘gift,'the name
of the town would thus have signified ¢the gift of
the idol Bagh’—for the which reason, some pious
Moslems add, its name was changed by the Caliph
Manstr to Madtnat-as-Saldm, ‘the City of Peace.’
This last was more especially the official name for
the capital of the Caliphate, and as such Madtnat-
as-Saldm appears as a mint-city on the coins of the
Abbasids. In common parlance, however, the older
name, Baghdad, maintained its supremacy, and the
geographical dictionaries mention several variations
in the spelling, doubtless Persian or archaic forms,
viz. Baghdddh and Baghd4n, also Maghd4d, Magh-
dadh, and Maghdin. From an elegy quoted by
Tabart on the ruin which Baghdad had suffered
during the great siege in the reign of the Caliph
Amtn, it would seem that the pronunciation Bagh-
dddh was then held to represent what had been the
name of this town in the Persian or infidel days, as
against Baghd4d of the Moslems. The poem in
question closes with these two lines :—

¢ And, in this present state of affairs, it will be well indeed,
If (Moslem) Baghdidd do not shortly relapse and again become
(Infidel) Baghdadh !’

The true etymology, however, of the name would
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appear to be from the two ancient Persian words
Bagh, ‘God’ and Dddk, meaning ‘founded’ or
‘foundation’—whence Baghdad would have signified
the city ‘ Founded by God.’

The western half of Baghdad in Moslem days
was also known by the name of Az-Zawr4, meaning
‘the Bent’ or ‘the Crooked,’ in allusion, it is said,
“to the Kiblah-point (or direction towards Mecca) not
precisely coinciding here with any one of the cardinal
points of the compass. Another explanation given
is that Baghdad took the name Az-Zawri from the
river Tigris, which was ‘bent’ as it passed by
the city : while Eastern Baghdad is said to have
received the name of Ar-Rawh4, ‘the Widespreading,’
or ‘the Shallow,” from its position in a curve of the
stream; and Mas'ddi in mentioning these names
adds that both Az-Zawrd and Ar-Rawhi were in
common use among the people in his day. Itis to
be remarked that the grammatical form of both
these names is Arabic, but the explanation given
for the use of the terms is in neither case very
plausible; it is therefore noteworthy that Hamd-
Allah the Persian geographer, writing in the eighth
century (a.D. the fourteenth), states that while the
Arabs always spoke of Baghdad as Madinat-as-
Saldm, ‘the City of Peace’ it was in preference
named Zawri by the Persians, which almost looks
as though this Arabic word Zawr4, ¢ Crooked,” may
have stood for some more ancient Iranian name,
now long forgotten!.

! Tanbih, 360; Nuzhat, 146 ; Tabari, iii. 273; Yakut, i. 677, 678 ;
Rawlinson, Encycl. Brit., s.v. Baghdad. The verse quoted will be
found in Tabari, iii. 872; and this reference I owe to Professor
A. A. Bevan.
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During the last period of the Sassanian dynasty,
Persian Baghdad, on the western side of the Tigris,
had been a thriving place, and at the period of the
Moslem Conquest a monthly market was held here.
It became famous in the early annals of Islam for
the very successful raid of which it was the scene.
During the Caliphate of Abu Bakr, Khilid the
general of the Arab army, after advancing some
way into Mesopotamia, suddenly dispatched a body
of troops against this Stk Baghdaid, as the ‘ Market’
held at the Sarit Point was then called ; the raiders
surprised the town ‘and the Moslems filled their
hands with gold and silver, obtaining also the where-
withal to carry away their booty,” for they promptly
returned again to Anbér on the Euphrates, where
Khilid lay encamped.

After this incident of the year 13 (a.D. 634)
Baghdad appears no more in history until Mans0r,
seeking out a site for the new capital, encamped
here in the year 145 (a.D. 762). We are told that
the spot was then occupied by several monasteries
(Dayr), chiefly of Nestorian monks, and from them
Mansar learned that among all the Tigris lands this
district especially was celebrated for its freedom
from the plague of mosquitoes, the nights here being
cool and pleasant even in the height of summer.
These lesser advantages, doubtless, had no incon-
siderable influence with Manstr in the final choice
of this as the place for the new capital of the
Abbasids in Mesopotamia; but the practical fore-
sight shown by the Caliph has been amply confirmed
by the subsequent history of Baghdad. This city,
called into existence as by an enchanter’s wand, was
second only to Constantinople in size during the
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Middle Ages, and was unrivalled for splendour
throughout Western Asia, becoming at once, and
remaining for all subsequent centuries, the capital
of Mesopotamia. Wars, sieges, the removal for a
time by the Caliphs of the seat of government to
Samarrd! (higher up the Tigris), even the almost
entire destruction of the city by the Mongols in
A.D. 1258, none of these have permanently affected
the supremacy of Baghdad as capital of the Tigris
and Euphrates country, and now, after the lapse
of over eleven centuries, the Turkish governor of
Mesopotamia still resides in the city founded by the
Caliph Mansr.

It is related by the historian Tabart that a pro-
phecy was found in the ancient books of the
Christian monks, foretelling of a great city to be
built in course of time between the Sardt Canal
and the Tigris, by one bearing the name of Mikl4s.
The Caliph Manstr hearing of this prophecy greatly
encouraged his people by telling them that this
very name had been given him as a boy by his
nurse. The real Miklds had been a celebrated
robber of that day, and the young prince had
earned this nickname for himself by stealing on one

! This city had already been a flourishing place under the Sassanian
kings, and in Aramaan or Syriac the name was written SAmarrd. It
became the capital of the Abbasids under Mu'tasim, and from the
year 221 to 279 (A. D. 836 to 892) seven Caliphs resided here, the name
of the place being then (officially) changed to Surra-man-ria, meaning
‘Who sees it, rejoices.” Under this form the name appears as a mint-
city on the coins of the Abbasids, beginning with the Caliph Mu'tasim.
Six ways of pronouncing the name are cited by Ibn Khallikin, and
YAkGt quotes a variety of fanciful etymologies, giving, however, the
pronunciation SAmarri at the head of the article in his Geographical
Dictionary. In Tabari,and the earlier authorities, the name is always

spelt Surra-man-ria, but this form appears only to have been used
officially. Yakut, iii. 14 ; Hoffmann, 188; Ibn Khallikan, No. 8, p. 15.
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occasion his nurse’s distaff and selling the thread
from it to provide a banquet, all his companions
having been invited to do honour to the collation.

The manifold advantages of the position of
Baghdad are 3 theme on which Moslem geogra-
phers and historians fondly expatiate. Mukaddasi,
for instance, states that the Caliph took the advice
of those who had had experience from living here
both in summer and in winter, and all agreed in
its praise, that geographer summing up in the
following terms said to have been addressed to
Manstr: ‘We are of opinion that thou shouldst
found the city here between the four districts of
Bak and Kalwidh4, on the eastern bank, and
of Katrabbul and Bé4durdy4, on the western bank :
thereby shalt thou live among palms and near
water, so that if one district fail thee in its crops
or be late in its harvest,in another will the remedy
be found. Also thy city being on the Sarit Canal,
provisions will be brought thither by the boats of
the Euphrates, and by the caravans through the
plains, even from Egypt and Syria. Hither, up
from the sea, will come the wares of China, while
down the Tigris from Mosul will be brought goods
from the Byzantine lands. Thus shall thy city be
safe standing between all these streams, and thine
enemy shall not reach thee, except it be by a boat
or by a bridge, and across the Tigris or the
Euphrates®.’

! Baladhuri, 246; Tabari, iii. 274, 276 ; Mukaddasi, 119. The
Miklas story is also given, with amplifications, in Yakut, i. 68; and
another summary of the advantages of the site will be found in

Tabari, iii. 275, the speech in this account being put in the mouth
of the SAhib, or Lord of the District, of BaghdAd.
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CHAPTER 1II
THE CITY OF MANSOR

The foundation of the Round City. Shi'ah insurrection: delays.
No traces of the Round City now extant. Plan marked out in cinders ;
Abu Hanifah. The Four Gates. Measurements. The Central Area,
and the Palace of the Golden Gate. The Concentric Walls. Bricks
used. The origin of the Gates. Description of thoroughfare going
from outer Gate to Central Area. The original Markets and Arcades.
The Prison, and the Central Area. The Water-conduits.

THE Round City in Western Baghdad which, as
already said, was founded by Mansr in the year
145 (A.D. 762), formed the nucleus of the great
metropolis which afterwards, radiating from this
centre, spread itself over both banks of the Tigris.
This burgh, generally referred to as Madtnat-al-
Manstr or the City of Mansfr, was built with a
double wall and four gates, it was exactly circular
in outline, and stood-close to the right bank of the
river, at the angle formed by the inflowing of the
Sarat Canal. Hardly, however, had Manstr begun
to lay out the plan of his new city, when the work
was stopped by reason of a Shi'ah rebellion in the
Hijdz. A certain Muhammad, grandson of the
Caliph Hasan, son of ‘Alf, rose in arms, at Medina,
asserting the rights of his house to the Caliphate.
He was before long defeated and slain by Humayd
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ibn Kahtabah and ‘Is4 ibn Mos4, a nephew of
Manstir, who had been sent against him with an
army. Then his brother Ibrahim once more raised
the standard of the Alids in Basrah, and imme-
diately marched on Kafah, where ‘fs4, the nephew
of the Caliph, opposing him with his victorious
troops from the Hijiz, this Ibrahim, too, was ulti-
mately slain. Manstr, who had himself meanwhile
crossed Mesopotamia to Kafah, and superintended
the dispatch of the troops, now returned to Baghdad,
where his nephew ‘Is& and Humayd, the son of
Kahtabah, now joining him, they were both re-
warded by a grant of fiefs in the new city as will
be more particularly described in a later chapter.

It was, however, not until the year 146 (a.p. 763)
that the buildings at Baghdad were sufficiently
advanced to enable the Caliph to remove the
Treasury and Public Offices (Diwans) from Kafah,
where they had been temporarily established, to
his new capital. No further mishap occurring, the
constructions were now rapidly pushed on, 100,000
craftsmen being constantly employed on the works,
and by the year 149 (a.D. 766) the new burgh, the
Round City of Mansar, was finished %,

Of this Round City, apparently, no traces now
exist ; but the reason is not far to seek when it is
remembered that the country where Baghdad stands
being entirely wanting in stone quarries, the walls
and houses were for the most part constructed of

1 Ibn Kutaybah, 192. The following description of the Round City
is derived mainly from Ya'kubi, who wrote about 130 years after the
date of its foundation and when most of it was still standing. The
historian Tabari, who wrote some twenty years after Ya'kubi, has

given a detailed account in his Annals of the circumstances connected
with the foundation of Baghdad.

— . R s o L . ey
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those sun-dried mud bricks, which, with the lapse
of centuries, are inevitably converted back into the
clay from which they were originally moulded.
Kiln-burnt bricks and tiles were indeed used to
some extent, especially for facing the buildings, and
fragments of these might still be found, marking
the sites of ancient mosques and palaces, if suitable
excavations could be made.

It is said that Mansr caused workmen to be
brought together from Syria and Mosul, from Persia
and from Babylonia, as also architects and land-
surveyors; and over the craftsmen he appointed
four chief overseers, one of these being the Imim
Abu Hanifah, well known as the founder of the
Hanifites, the earliest of the four schools of orthodox
Sunni theology. He is said to have been the first
Moslem to discard the older method of counting the
bricks prepared for building, and in its stead he
measured the stacks with a graduated rod and then
computed their number. The plan of the city was
first traced out on the ground with lines of cinders,
and, to mark it the better, all along the gutline
they set balls of cotton saturated with naphtha and
then set these on fire. On the lines thus marked
were dug the foundations of the double walls, with
a deep ditch outside, filled with water, and a third
innermost wall round the central area, the whole
thus forming concentric circles, four equidistant gate-
ways being left in each of the circuits of the walls.
Of these gates two, the Kafah Gate (SW.) and the
Basrah Gate (SE.), both opened on the Sarat
Canal; the Khurisin Gate (NE.) was on the
Tigris, leading to the Main Bridge of Boats, while
the Syrian Gate (NW.) led to the highroad of

BAGHDAD C
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Anbé4r, which came down along the northern or left
bank of the upper Sarit Canal. As the Moslem
writers remark, the main feature of the City of
Manstr was that it was circular, with four equi-
distant gates, and this was a novelty in Islam,
probably derived from Persia. Externally from gate
to gate measured 5,000 ells, or about 2,500 yards,
and this gives us a diameter for the outer circle
round the ditch of nearly 3,200 yards'.

In the centre of the city was a great circular area,
at first only partially occupied by palaces and the
mosque, but which in time came to be built over
like the rest of Baghdad, and this area, which
measured about 2,000 yards (over a mile) across,
was enclosed by the innermost circular wall with
its four gateways 2 In the centre of this area stood

! Baladhuri, 295 ; Tabari, iii. 276, 277; Ya'kubi, 238. The ell used
was the Héshimite or Black Ell, which may be roughly estimated at
half a yard. The measurement given above is from Ya'kubi, p. 238.
Other and later authorities vary considerably. Thus Yakut, i, 683,
says that from gate to gate measured an Arab mile, i.e. 4,000 ells or
2,000 yards, which agrees fairly well with Ya'kubi. On the other hand,
Khatib (folio 65 b) states that the Caliph Mu‘tadid, who reigned from
279 to 289 (892 to 9oz A.D.), used to point out the limits of the old city
as covering an area two Arab miles across in every direction. Khatib
also cites (folio 68 b) another tradition, namely, that while from
the Khurisin Gate to that of Kifah measured 8oo ells (400 yards),
from the Syrian Gate to that of Basrah measured only 600 ells
(300 yards). This tradition, however, appears to be untrustworthy,
af’it is supported by no other known authority, and would make the
city oval, while all other accounts agree that it was circular in plan;
Khatib himself later on implying this, when (folio 69 b) he asserts that
the diameter of the city only measured 2,200 ells, that is 1,100 yards,
though this last must certainly be an under estimate.

% There is an apparent confusion in the descriptions of the Round
City, which speak of fwo walls and describe #kree. This is because
the inner wall, round the central area, which was not a rampart, is not
counted as a town wall. The double walls are the two outer ramparts,
and these for clearness are in the following pages designated the outer
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the Palace of the Caliph (called the Golden Gate),
and beside it the Great Mosque; while from the
four gates of the inner wall round the central area
the four highroads led out, radiating like the spokes
of a wheel, each in turn passing through the gate-
ways in the double walls, and finally crossing the
ditch. Apparently the gateways in thg_tmtgg_
walls had each double gates, for it is stated that
from the outermost city gateway to to the gateway
leading into the central area there were in all five
gates to pass. This system of concentric circular
walls with a central palace was, as already said,
an innovation in the plan of a Moslem city; first
introduced by Manstr, who declared that the
sovereign should thus live in the centre of all and
equidistant from all. .

The walls of Baghdad were built with sundried
bricks of extraordinary size. It is stated that some
bricks were cubical, and measured an ell (18 inches)
every way, and these weighed 200 ratls or pound
weights. Others were half bricks, shaped square
(somewhat like the Roman brxcks) being g inches
thick, with the surface measuring 18 inches by the
like, and these were of the weight of 100 ratls.
That these weights, as reported by tradition, are not
fictitious, but substantially correct, is shown by the
fact that when part of the wall built by Manstr was
afterwards demolished, an ancient brick was found
on which was written in red paint, ‘weight 117
ratls, and the trial then made proved that this
was exact. We are told further that the courses
of bricks in the city walls were not bonded together

and the main wall. The inner wall was merely a partition to enclose
the area of the palace and mosque.

Cc 2
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with wooden beams (as would seem to have been the
common usage among the Arabs), but with bundles
of reeds: and it is stated that 162,000 bricks were
set in each course. Of the double walls the inner
was the higher, and sufficiently broad to be of the
nature of a rampart. According to one account
this, the main wall, was go feet high, and at its
foundations measured 105 feet across (another ac-
count giving the lower width at go ells, or 135 feet,
but this appears to be a clerical error), while at the
summit it narrowed to 374 feet. The outer wall
was, by all accounts, less massive in its construction,
and apparently it is this wall whose dimensions are
given by Tabart as 75 feet across at the foundations,
narrowing to 3o feet at the summit, with a height
that may be set down at about 60 feet!.

The doors of the four gateways in the main wall
were of iron, and some curious details as to their
origin are given us by Tabart. It is said that King
Solomon, the son of David, had founded a city in
lower Mesopotamia called Zandaward; and near
this ancient town, in the days of the Omayyad
Caliphs, Hajjéj, their great viceroy in ‘Irik, had
built the Moslem city of W4sit. Now by command
of King Solomon the Shaytins of old had made
five iron gates for Zandaward, and these, being
such as no living man could have made, Hajj4j took
from the old city, already then a ruin, and set them up

! Khatib (folio 69b) gives other dimensions for the main wall:
namely, height 35 ells (or 52} feet), and width below 20 ells (or 3o feet).
Ya'kubi, however, is the better authority, and his figures are those
given above. To avoid needless repetition in the following pages,
measurements in the Arab ell (DAsrd’) are given in feet or yards, at
the rate of two ells to three feet, which is a sufficiently exact estimate
for all practical purposes.
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in the gateways of Wasit. This was about the year
84 (703 A.p.), and half a century later Mans(r ordered
these famous gates to be carried away from Wisit,
bringing them up the Tigris toadorn the rising walls of
Baghdad. Tabart states that in his day (say 300 A.H.)
the five gates of Solomon were still to be seen, but
what their subsequent fate was is nowhere recorded.
Four out of the five closed the four gateways of
the main wall of Baghdad, and the fifth was the
gate of the Palace of Mans(r in the central area. In
the outer wall the four gates were of diverse origin :
the Khurisin Gate which had been brought from
Syria, was said to be of Pharaonic workmanship;
the Kofah Gate had been made in that city by a
certain Khilid, son of ‘Abd-Allah, a Moslem crafts-
man; the Syrian Gate, recognized as being the
weakest of the four, was constructed in Baghdad
by order of Mansar; lastly, where the Basrah Gate
came from is not known .

Any one entering the City of MansOr would, after
crossmg the ditch which encircled the outer wall,
pass in by one of these four gates, from ‘each of which
a thoroughfare led directly to the great central area.
The ditch was kept filled with water brought by
underground conduits from the Karkhﬁyé Canal,
which will be described later, and on the inner side
of the ditch rose an embankment or dyke, leading
in quarter-circles from gate to gate round the city,
this dyke having its sides lined with kiln-burnt
bricks, carefully cemented.

} Khatib, folios 68b, 69b; Ibn Serapion, 50, note 4; Tabari, iii.
277,278, 321, 322 ; Ya'kubi, 238,239 ; idem, Hisiory, ii. 449; Marasid,
i. 454. Zandaward was also the name of a Nestorian monastery in
East Baghdad, as will be seen later.

/
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Above the dyke and the ditch rose the outer wall,
crowned with battlements described as ‘circular,
and this wall was flanked by bastions. Between the
Kafah Gate and that of Bagrah there were twenty-
nine bastions, while between each of the other gates
there were only twenty-eight, which reckoned out
would give a bastion for about every sixty yards
of wall length.

It is to be noted that the four thoroughfares
leading respectively from each of the outer gates
to the central area were all exactly alike, and hence
the following description will apply indifferently to
the Kafah roadway, or that entering by the Basrah,
the Khur4sén, or the Syrian Gate.

Each of the four gateways of the outer wall was
surmounted by a great gatehouse, the hall or
passage-way of which was flanked by porticoes,
both hall and porticoes being vaulted with burnt
bricks set in mortar. The hall of the gatehouse
measured 120 feet in length, and it therefore must
have traversed not only the outer wall, which, as
already said, was 75 feet in width at base, but also
have extended over the dyke and part of the culvert
crossing the ditch®. Passing in through this hall
and thus traversing the outer defences, the thorough-
fare from the gatehouse led to a small square, paved
with flagstones, and enclosed by walls 30 yards long
by 20 yards broad, occupying the space between
the gatehouses respectively of the outer and the
main wall. For purposes of defence, the ground,
measuring 50 yards across, was left unoccupied

! Khatib, folio 70a, gives the dimensions of the gate-hall as only
30 ells by 20 (45 feet by 30); possibly this was the size of an outer
portico.

o
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between the two outer city walls, this forming a
circular ring in four quadrants, and making a con-
venient roadway from gate to gate immediately
within the outer line of defence, each quadrant of
the ring being reached at either end from the paved
squares within the outer city gates.

On the inner side of each paved square, afore-
said, rose the gatehouse of the main wall, surmounted
by a great dome or cupola, with a portico before
the gateway. The iron doors closing these four
gateways have already been described, and it is
reported that each of these was so ponderous that
it took a company of men to open or to shut it;
while the gateway was so lofty that, as Ya'k(bi
writes, ‘a horseman with his banner, or a spearman
with his lance, could enter the same freely and
without lowering the banner or couching the lance.’
The main wall, as already stated, was a great
rampart of sun-burnt bricks, 9o feet high and 12}
yards broad along the top, one account adding that
it was surmounted by battlements and little turrets,
these last being each 7} feet high. The upper
level of the main wall could be reached from each
of the four gatehouses by a gangway, probably
rising in gradients, for it is said that a horseman
could ride up, and this gangway was carried over
the vaultings which fermed the roof of the portico
in front of the gatehouse. Within, the portico was
occupied by the horse and foot-guards of the Caliph,
and the vaulted roof is described as of unequal
height, part being constructed of great unburnt bricks
and part of burnt brick set in mortar, the gangway
(already mentioned) rising over the various levels of
the vaultings to the summit of the wall, from whence
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the cupola crowning the gatehouse was reached.
The various passages were all closed off by doors,
and the top story of each gatehouse in the main
wall was occupied by an upper chamber (Maj/is)
overlooking the city, that above the Khurisin Gate,
especially, having been a favourite resting-place of
the Caliph Manstr. Mas'adi relates an anecdote of
how an arrow, bearing a warning, was shot up and
fell at the feet of the Caliph as he was once seated
here, and the historian takes occasion to remark
that this Gate of Khurisin was in old days often
called B4b-ad-Dawlah, the Gate of Good Fortune
or the Gate of the Dynasty, because the Dynasty
(Dawlak) or Good Fortune of the Abbasids had
come to them out of Khurasin.

The cupola over the upper chamber of each gate-
house was supported on columns of teak wood; it
was green in colour outside, being probably covered
with tiles, and within the cellmg was wrought in
gold work, vaulted, the interior height being 75 feet
above its flooring. Crowning the cupola was a
figure which served as a wind-vane, ‘the equal of
which was not elsewhere to be seen.’ Lastly, it is
stated that the hall below the cupola of each gateway
in the main wall was 18 feet broad and 30 feet long,
and this hall apparently occupied part of the thick-
ness of the wall.

Between the main wall and the third or inner wall
enclosing the central area was another broad circular
ring of ground, which (like the outer ring already
described) was of course divided into four quadrants
by the thoroughfares from the gates. Summing up
the measurements given by Khatlb, it would appear
that its width from the main-wall to the inner wall
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must have been somewhat less than 150 yards
across, while each of its four quadrants measured
in length about a mile from gate to gate. Unlike
the outer ring (which was vacant), these quadrants
were occupied by houses forming streets and lanes,
and though the space between the main and inner
walls was somewhat narrow, the total area of the
four quadrants was not inconsiderable, amounting
to over a third of a square mile in the aggregate.
The thoroughfare between the gates of the main
and the inner wall began and ended respectively in
an outer and inner square—a double line of arcades
connecting the two—and from these squares and
the arcades access was obtained, right and left,
to the streets and houses. Returning, therefore, to
_the gate in the main wall, after passing in through
this, the outer square would be reached, measuring
10 yards in length and breadth, from which to right
and to left gateways opened to the road which ran
on the inner side of the main wall separating it
from the houses; while straight on from the outer
square, and leading to the inner square in front of
each gateway of the central area, was the roadway
flanked on either side by the arcades. This road
was 73 yards broad, being 100 yards in length
from square to square; and the archways form-
ing the arcades. are stated to have numbered
fifty-three, probably twenty-six on either hand,
and one at the end, through which lay the
entrance from the outer square. The archways
were all alike, and at its entrance the road could
be closed off by double doors of teak wood. The
arcades were vaulted, being built of burnt brick
set in mortar, and they had ‘Grecian windows’
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(Kiwd Rimiyak) opening on the roadway, these
being probably of pierced tiles, which while letting in
the sunlight kept out the rain; and rooms in the
arcades were originally tenanted by the Ghulams,
the pages of the Caliph'. The markets, within the
City of Manstr, had originally occupied the four
roadways from the gates flanked by these arcades,
but before many years had passed the -Caliph
ordered all the shops to be removed from within the
city, and he then built the suburb of Karkh, as will
be described in a following chapter, for the accom-
modation of the market people and the merchants,
the arcades thus cleared of the shops being used as
permanent barracks for the city police and the horse-
guard. At the end of the arcades came the inner
square, measuring 10 yards by the like, which fronted
the gateway in the circular wall enclosing the central
area, while close to the gateway stood a double row
of small arcades, these probably being on either side
of the portico before the gatehouse.

Between the main and the inner wall, as already
said, the area of the four quadrants divided off by
the thoroughfares from the gates, was in the earlier
times built over by the houses of the immediate
followers of the Caliph Mansir, to whom had been
granted here plots of land, and before long the
whole space had come to be covered by a network
of roads and lanes. But the Caliph did not allow
his people to build their houses close up against
either the main wall or the wall of the central
area, for immediately within the main wall an
open ring 12§ yards broad was kept clear as

! Ya'kubi, 239 ; idem, History, ii. 449; Ibn Rustah, 108; Khatib,
folios 68 a, 69 b, 70a, b, 72a ; Mas'udi, vi. 171.,
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a roadway, while outside the wall of the central
area there was also a clear space forming a road.
The houses in the streets and lanes of each quad-
rant could also, at need, be closed off from these
roads by strong gates.

The streets here in most cases continued to be
called after the names of those who had become
the owners of the houses and gardens when Mansar
had first built the Round City: the full list is given
in Ya'k(bt, but this being merely a catalogue of
proper names, it is needless here to transcribe. In
the quadrant of houses on the south side, that
between the thoroughfares leading respectively to
the Basrah and Kiafah Gates, the Caliph built his
great prison called the Matbak, standing in the
street of the same name, ‘ constructing it with well-
built walls and solid foundations;’ and until the
reign of Mutawakkil, grandson of Hé&rGn-ar-Rashid,
this remained the chief prison of Western Baghdad.
One of the roads near here was called after the Sunnt
Im&m Abu Hantfah, who, as already mentioned,
had aided the Caliph Manstr when laying out the
plan of the city. In some of the quadrants also '
the streets were named after the trades of their
inhabitants, thus for instance between the Bagrah
and the Khurisin Gates was the Street of the
Water-carriers, and in another quadrant we find
the Street of the Mu'adhdhin (or Crier to prayer),
and the Street of the Horse-guards.

The great central area of the Round City, as
already stated, was enclosed by the inner wall,
pierced by the four gates leading to the main
thoroughfares, and its circle must have had a
diameter of nearly 2,000 yards, being in other
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words over a mile across. The gatehouses, which
thus opened into the central area from each of the
four squares at the end of the arcades already
described, were alike, and each gatehouse had
a vaulted portico before it, built of burnt bricks
set in mortar, leading into a great hall or passage-
way closed by an iron door. It would appear that
at first the wall of the central area had been pierced
by many doorways leading directly to the houses and
streets in the four quadrants immediately outside
this wall; but these openings the Caliph Mansar,
. at an early period, caused to be walled up, only
the four gates to the thoroughfares being kept open.
Manstr further commanded that no one but himself
should enter the central area riding, and everybody
else had to leave his horse or mule at one of
the four gatehouses. It is related that ‘fsa ibn ‘Alf,
uncle of the Caliph, complained that he suffered so
much from weakness as to be unable to walk the
distance of about half a mile from the gatehouse
across to the palace, and he petitioned to be allowed
to ride in on his horse or else to make use of
a sumpter mule. Mansdr, however, bade him in
that case betake himself to a woman’s litter, and
when ‘1sa replied that he was ashamed before the
people to appear thus, the Caliph declined to allow
any exception to be made in his favour. On the
other hand it is reported that Datdd ibn ‘Al
another uncle of the Caliph, being very gouty, was
for a time permitted to be carried to the palace in
his litter, and the same privilege was also granted
to the heir-apparent Mahdi. On another of the
uncles of the Caliph, ‘Abd-as-Samad by name, ask-
ing for a similar favour, the Caliph was induced to
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promise him the privilege of being carried by one of
the pack-mules commonly employed for bringing
in the filled water-skins for the use of the palace, so
soon as he, ‘Abd-as-Samad, should succeed in laying
a conduit to bring water direct from outside the
Khurisin Gate into the palace tanks. This work
‘Abd-as-Samad successfully accomplished, making
the conduits of teak-wood (S4;), and the Caliph
afterwards improved on the invention by digging
permanent watercourses from both the Dujayl Canal
and from the Karkhays, thus bringing a plentiful
supply of water iffto the palace and other parts of
the Round City. The beds of these new water-
courses he laid in cement, and they were arched
over throughout their whole length with burnt
bricks set in mortar, so that both summer and
winter (as it was said) in after-times water never
failed in any of the streets or quarters of the City
of Mang(r .

1 Tabari, iii. 322, 323, 324; Ya'kubi, 240, 241; Khatib, folios 72 a, b,
73a, b; also Yakut, i. 284, where (line 9) read Munakrisan (gouty) for
Mutafarrisan, which, in this context, has no sense. Ibn Khallikan,
No. g, p. 16; No. 128, p. 30.



CHAPTER 1III

THE CITY OF MANSOR (confinuced)

The Palace of the Golden Gate, and the Diwins or Public Offices.
The history of the Great Mosque of Mansfir. Khalid the Barmecide
and the Palace of the Chosroes. Sums spent. The Khuld Palace
outside thé Khurisin Gate. The*foundation of Rusifah. Question
how long the Round City remained standing : the siege in the reign of
Amin. The Main Wall. Inundations destroy walls and houses.

Txe middle of the central area was occupied by

the palace of the Caliph and the Great Mosque, the
" two standing. side by side with a space kept free of
houses all round, except on the north-west side, in
the direction facing the Syrian Gate, where two
buildings had been erected close up against the
palace wall. One of these was the barrack for
the horse-guards of the Caliph, and the other is
described as standing adjacent, and probably stretch-
ing beyond the guardhouse ; it consisted of a broad
gallery, divided into two parts, and was supported
on columns of brickwork set in mortar. This double
gallery had originally been intended to serve, on
the one side, as the audience hall for the chief of the
city police, on the other for the audience hall of
the captain of the horse-guards; but in later times,
when Ya'kabi wrote, they were, he says, for the most

—— - - i T ﬂ-——_~



The City of Manstir 3t

part used by the people as convenient places in
which to say their prayers. Beyond the space
which, as already stated, was kept clear all round
the palace and mosque, and thence extending back
to the limit of the encircling inner wall, were built
the various palaces of the younger children of the
Caliph Manstr and the houses of his servants, also
the public offices, such as the Treasury and the
Armoury, with the various buildings of the Chancery
(or Secretariat), of the Office for the Land Tax, of the
Privy Seal, of War and the Department of Public
Works, of the Household of the Caliph and the
Public Bakery, and finally of the Pay Office.

The great palace of Mans(r, in the centre of his
Round City, was known as the Golden Gate (BA4b-
adh-Dhahab) or the Palace of ;he Green Dome
(Al-Kubbat-al-Khadr4) ; sometimes also it was
named the Golden Palace. Its area covered a
space originally measuring about 200 yards square,
and its central building was crowned by a great
dome, green in colour as already said, on the sum-
mit of which, at a height of 120 feet above the
ground, and visible from all quarters of Baghdad,
was the figure of a horseman. In later times this
figure was credited with having been endowed
orxgmally with the magical power of pomtmg its
lance in the direction from which the enemies of
the Caliph were about to appear?’,

1 The account of the Magic Horseman is apparently first mentioned
by Khatib, who wrote in 450 (1038 A.D.). It is copied by Yakut
(i. 683), who is very angry at his predecessor for relating such fables,
‘only worthy of Balinis,’ i. e. Apollonius of Tyana, adding that ‘the
religion of Isldm is not glorified by such fables,’ and assuring his
readers that all this ‘is but a cheat and a manifest lie.” It is seldom
that Yakut shows so much common sense.
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Under the dome, on the ground-floor of the
palace, was an audience chamber measuring 30 feet
square, with a vaulted ceiling that was 30 feet
high at the summit; and above this was built
a second chamber, of like dimensions to the first,
and its ceiling was formed by the interior of the
green dome. In front of the lower audience
chamber was a great open alcove—after the Persian
fashion and called the Aywan—surmounted by an
arch, the key-stone of which was 45 feet above the
pavement, and the width of this open Aywin was
30 feet.

This was the first palace that Mans(r built himself ;
then, a few years afterwards he began laying out
the celebrated palace of the Khuld (to be described
later), which stood outside the Khurisin Gate of the
Round City, on the Tigris bank. The Palace of
the Golden Gate, however, appears to have been
the official residence of Mans@r and his immediate
successors. HarOn-ar-Rashid, it is true, preferred
the Khuld and lived for the most part there when
staying in Baghdad, but his son Amin again held
his court in the Palace of the Golden Gate, where
he is said further to have added a building of his
own invention, probably some sort of pinnacle or
belvedere!. During the great siege of Baghdad
in the year 198 (a.p. 814), when Amin began to be
hard pressed by the troops of his brother Mamdn,
it was within the Golden Gate with the walls of
the Round City for a bulwark that his partisans
made their final stand. The great palace must

! The word used by Tabari is /and#, literally ¢ a wing,’ but apparently
here not a ‘wing’ of a building as we use the term: cf. Dozy, s.v.
Jandh.




m.) The City of Mansir 33

then have suffered considerable damage, for during
this siege the whole of the Round City was, for the
space of several weeks, continuously bombarded by
the catapults which T4hir, the commander of the
troops sent against his brother by Maman, had
erected in the suburbs; and though the Green
Dome stood intact for more than a century after
this time, the palace itself does not appear to have
been used as a royal residence after the death of
Amin. Three-quarters of a century later a con-
siderable part of the Golden Palace was pulled down
in order to enlarge the neighbouring mosque; the
Green Dome, however, was left standing, and this
only fell to ruin in the year 329 (a.D. 941). During
the month of March of that year there were great
storms in Baghdad with heavy rains, and finally,
on the night preceding the eighth day of the month
Jumadt II, the Green Dome suddenly collapsed,
having been just before struck by a thunderbolt
and probably set on fire®.

The Great Mosque, as already stated, was built
by Mangr side by side with his palace of the
Golden Gate. The mosque did not exactly face
the Mecca point, as it should have done, the cause
being that its plan having only been laid down after
the palace was completed, the quadrangle of the
mosque, for the sake of symmetry, had to conform
to the already existing lines of the palace walls.
Hence the Kiblah point was askew, the true direc-
tion of Mecca (it is said) bearing rather more
towards the Basrah Gate than the compass-point,
marked by the Nich (Mihrib) in the end wall of

1 Ya'kubi, 240; idem, History, ii. 450; Tabari, iii. 326, 930 ; Khatib,
folios 68 b, 69a, gg9b; Yakut, i. 683, 684.

BAGHDAD D
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the mosque, would indicate. To the spectator who
faced Mecca-wards, the Great Mosque must have
stood on the left or south-eastern side of the
Golden Palace—the guardhouses and halls it will
be remembered were on the opposite, north-western,
side—while the main fronts of both buildings, more
or less in a line, looked towards the Khurisidn Gate.
Assuming that this gate stood exactly to the north-
east in the line of the circular walls, the back wall of
the mosque, with the Kiblah point marked in its
centre by the Nich or Mihrdb, would thus have
pointed due south-west, while the true direction of
Mecca from Baghdad is found to lie about south-
south-west, or as the Moslem writers have described
it, ‘more towards the Basrah Gate,’ than due south-
west. '

When first planned, the mosque covered an area
one-quarter that of the neighbouring palace, namely
a square measuring 200 ells or 100 yards either
way; and the original structure was of sun-dried
bricks set in clay, with a roof supported on wooden
columns. Most of these columns were constructed
of two or more beams or baulks of timber, Jomed
together endwise with glue and clamped with iron
bolts ; but some five or six columns, those near the
minaret, were formed each of a single tree-trunk.
All the columns supported round capitals, each
made of a block of wood, which was set on the
shaft, like a drum. This was the first mosque built
in Baghdad, and, as originally constructed by Man-
slr, it stood for about half a century, when it was
pulled down by Harn-ar-Rashid, who replaced its
somewhat primitive structure by an edifice solidly
built of kiln-burnt brick set in mortar. An inscrip-
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tion in honour of the Caliph HAir0in, mentioning
also the names of the architects and master-masons,
with the date—it was begun in 192 and finished
a year later (. D. 809)—was set up on the outer
mosque wall, facing the Khurisin Gate; and this
inscription, apparently, was seen by Khatib, who
wrote in 450 (A.D. 1058). This mosque in subse-
quent times was commonly known as As-Sahn-al-
‘Attk (the Old Court). However, before many years
had elapsed, its precincts had come to be too
narrow for the number of the worshippers who
crowded thither to the Friday prayers, and a neigh-
bouring house called the DA4r-al-Kattin, which had
" originally been erected by the Caliph Mansr for
one of the Diwans or public offices, was pressed
into service by the people, and used as an additional
mosque. This place, being the more convenient,
by the year 260 or 261 (a.D. 875) had come to be
almost exclusively used for the Friday prayers, and
the older mosque was left empty, a state of affairs
which was considered uncanonical by the reigning
Caliph Mu'tadid, who was moved to remedy the
case by ordering the restoration and enlargement
of the Great Mosque. In the year 280 (a. p. 893),
therefore, a part of the neighbouring palace of
the Golden Gate was thrown down and its site
added to the area of the mosque; and to this
extension access was given by seventeen arches,
pierced in the partition wall originally separating
the two buildings—thirteen archways opening from
the palace area into the Mosque Court, and four
into the Riwaks, the aisles or porticoes. Further,
and by order of the Caliph, the pulpit, the Mecca
Nich (Mihr4b), and the MaksOrah or oratory, were
D 2
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all fully restored and beautified, while what still
remained standing of the old mosque of the time
of Hartn-ar-Rashtd was thoroughly cleaned and set
in order. Khatib mentions that Badr, the celebrated
Wazir of Mu'tadid, was more especially made re-
sponsible for carrying into effect these additions
made to the mosque from the adjacent area of the
old palace of Manstir, and Khattb adds that, in his
honour, these newer portions came afterwards to
be known as the Badrtyah. Thus enlarged and
restored, the mosque is described by Ibn Rustah,
who wrote about the year 290 (A.D. 903), as a * fine
structure of kiln-burnt bricks well mortared, which
is covered by a roof of teak wood supported on
columns of the same, the whole being ornamented
with (tiles the colour of) lapislazuli.’

During five centuries and more, while the Abbasid
Caliphs ruled in Baghdad, this mosque of the City
of MansQir continued in use for the Friday prayers,
and its name frequently recurs in the chronicles.
In the year 450 (a.D. 1058) the rebel Basisirt, when
master of Baghdad, temporarily desecrated it by
causing the heretical Fatimite Caliph of Egypt to
be prayed for publicly on the Friday from its pulpit;
but this was only a passing insult to Sunnt ortho-
doxy, and the mosque was, on the defeat of the
rebels, restored to the true Commander of the
Faithful. The Jew, Benjamin of Tudela, who visited
Baghdad about a century after this, namely in A.D.
1160, relates how the Caliph, who now had come
to be but rarely seen outside the walls of his great
palace in East Baghdad, once a year, at the feast
of the close of the Ramadan fast, visited in state
‘the mosque of the Basrah Gate quarter,’ as the
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Jewish traveller names it, adding that this was still
the metropolitan mosque of Baghdad. The building
appears even to have passed unhurt through the
great Mongol siege of the year 656 (a.D. 1258), for
its name does not occur in the list of the mosques
and shrines which were burnt and subsequently
restored by order of Hal4g; and in the year 727
(a.p. 1327), when Ibn Batdtah visited Baghdad, the
mosque of Mangtr is mentioned as still standing.
At the present day, however, all traces of it have
entirely disappeared, and no remains apparently
were to be seen even in the last century, when
Niebuhr visited Baghdad, though the exact date
of its demolition is unknown'.

As already remarked, the houses of Baghdad
were for the most part built of sun-dried bricks;
a fact which must account for there being now
hardly any ruins of the ancient city. Kiln-burnt
bricks were, of course, to some extent used in man many
of the public buildings, and at one time it would
appear that the Caliph Mangtr had even had some
intention of taking the stones from the ruins of
Madaiin (the ancient Ctesiphon and Seleucia), a few
leagues below Baghdad, on the Tigris bank, which
lay, therefore, conveniently to hand as a quarry for
building materials. In connexion with this matter
an anecdote is given, in which Khalid, the first of
the Barmecides who rose to power at the Abbasid
court, plays a prominent part: he representing

! Tabari, iii. 322; Khatib, folios 99a to 100b; Ibn Rustah, 109;
Ibn-al-Athir, ix. 441; Benjamin of Tudela, i. 97 ; Ibn Batutah, ii. 107.
Timur took Baghdad in the year 795 (A.D. 1393), and a year afterwards
ordered the city to be rebuilt: the old mosque of Mans(ir may have

disappeared at this time, though no mention of it is made by Sharaf-
ad-Din.
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the Persian influences which were later on to be
supreme. This Khilid, son of Barmak, was a
native of Balkh, where his father, a Magian of
some note, had become a Moslem at the time of the
first Arab conquest. Khalid himself had emigrated
westward when the Abbasid armies had been raised,
and had taken service under the first Caliph of the
new dynasty, Saffah, by whom he was appointed
Waztr, in which post Manstr had retained his ser-
vices after his brother’s death. When Baghdad was
founded it became a question, as already said,
whether the plentiful materials of stone and brick
existing at Madain might not be used with advan-
tage for the buildings of the new city. There was
in particular the great White Palace of the Chosroes,
which MansOr now proposed to demolish, and he
took counsel of Khilid the Barmecide how the work
should be carried out. The latter, however, im-
mediately strove to hinder its execution, trying to
persuade the Caliph to go elsewhere for his building
materials: this ancient palace, said Khélid, had
become an abiding proof of the might of Islam;
it was an enduring monument, for all who should
behold it, of how the worldly glory of its builder,
the great Chosroes, had come to naught before
the religion of the Arabs, who had overthrown the
Persian monarchy, and whose sovereign now ruled .
in its stead ; and Khilid is reported to have added,
‘ Further, O Commander of the Faithful, the Caliph
‘Alt did make his prayer in this palace, wherefore
indeed let it stand.” Mans(r, however, was not to
be turned from his purpose; he told Khalid that,
with al] this specious reasoning, his real objection
to the destruction of the palace of the Chosroes
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lay in his (Khalid's) veneration for the ancient
Persian monarchs and their monuments, and despite
his advice the Caliph ordered the demolition
of the White Palace to be begun. When in part
this had been accomplished, it was found that the
cost of breaking down the walls and then trans-
porting the materials upstream was greater than
the price that new material in Baghdad would come
to; and Mans0r without further loss of time put a
stop to this extravagant demolition. Kha4lid there-
upon came forward and urged the Caliph for very
shame to continue his work, and pull down the
palace to its foundation; otherwise, as he pointed
out, men would say that Mansqr, the Successor of
the Prophet, was impotent even to destroy what
the Chosroes had built. The Caliph, however, with
practical common sense declined to ruin himself on
account of what men might say, and the work was
permanently abandoned. At a later date, as will
be mentioned in a subsequent chapter, part of this
Mada4in palace was pulled down to supply materials
for building the T4j, a palace in Eastern Baghdad
begun by the Caliph Mu'tadid. On this latter
occasion, however, the work of demolition must have
been only in part carried out, for the ruins of the
White Palace still tower above the Tigris bank
at Ctesiphon, the solid building of the Sassanian
epoch having survived the palaces of the Caliphs,
to be a record, if the anecdote be true, of the
patriotic spirit displayed by the first of the Barme-
"cides. This Khilid, son of Barmak, it will be
remembered, was the father of Yahy4, who with
. his two sons, the Wazir Ja'far and the courtier Fad],
enjoyed the favour and contributed so much to the
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glory of Harin-ar-Rashtd: their ultimate disgrace
and sudden downfall being the proverbial example
in Oriental history of the change of fortune and
the mutability of royal favour.

Some curious details are given by our authorities
regarding the sums of money which the Caliph
Manstr, who was noted for his parsimony, spent on
the building of Baghdad. The sum total disbursed,
when the Caliph came to take the accounts, for
building the palace and the double walls, and for
digging the ditch, is set down by Tabart at 4,000,833
silver dirhams, and in addition of copper coins (//s)
they had spént 100,023,000. These figures (with
minor variations, probably due to the errors of
copyists) are repeated by many subsequent authori-
ties, and turned into modern currency the sum in
dirhams is équivalent to about £160,000, while the
copper coins come to some £200,000. Khatib, and
Yakat (following him), on the other hand, estimate
the sum total at 18,000,000 gold dinirs, equivalent
to about £9,000,000 sterling in our money, and some
further variations in the figures are given by Khattb
in his history of Baghdad®.

Such was the Round City, the building of which
Mansar had completed by the year 149 (a.D. 766);
and shortly after this date the great suburbs, which
will form the subject of the following chapters, began
to be laid out beyond the three gates of Basrah,
Kfah, and Syria.

At the Khurisin Gate, opening on the Tigris and
the Main Bridge of Boats, the Caliph, as already

1 Tabari, iii. 320; Yakut, i. 426.
 Tabari, iii. 326; Mukaddasi, 121; Khatib, folio 65b; Yakut, i.
683.
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stated, built himself a second great palace which he
called the Khuld, and the later history of this palace
will be given in a subsequent chapter?,

The opposite or eastern bank of the Tigris had
hitherto been unoccupied by any buildings, when
Manstr, the Round City being now completed, in the
year 151 (A.D. 768) proceeded to lay the foundations
of a mosque and palace on the Persian side of
the river, and the new suburb took the name of
Rusifah (the Causeway), from the dyked road leading
across the marsh-land in the bend of the Tigris.
This causeway started from the further end of the
bridge of boats; and the suburb of Rugifah formed
the nucleus of Eastern Baghdad, which afterwards
came to be the main half of the metropolis when the
Caliphs, after building the eastern palaces, took up
their abode here, and transferred the government
offices to the Persian side of the stream. Hence it
came about that the Caliph Mangstr was not only the
founder of Western, but also of Eastern Baghdad,

1 It is nowhere precisely stated what was the orientation of the four
gates of the Round City; but they are known to have been equidistant,
and a number of considerations tend to the conclusion that they must
almost exactly have faced respectively the NE. and the NW,, the SE.
and the SW. points. Trial on the map shows that no other position
will better suit the circumstances of the case, for, since the course of
the Tigris going through Baghdad ran from north-west to south-east,
(1) the Khurasan Gate, which opened on the main bridge, must have
faced north-east, being at right angles to the river, and (2) the Basrah
Gate south-east, this opening on the road which went down parallel
with the Tigris. Then, as will be seen in the next chapter, from
outside (3) the Kfifah Gate two roads diverged, one south to Kdfah,
the other turning westward to Muhawwal and Anbir—south-west,
therefore, halfway between the two points, will suit the requirements
for this gate; while (4) the Syrian Gate which faced north-west gave
access both to the northern suburbs and to the AnbAr road, which last
turned off at a right angle to the northern roads and ran due west
from beyond this gate to the nearest point on the Euphrates.
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which last in time totally eclipsed the glory of the
Round City on the Arabian side of the Tigris.
Eastern Baghdad will be described in later chapters :
at present it is enough to note that the plan of
Ruséfah having been laid out by Manstr in 151
(a.p. 768), Mahdi the son, and in after-times the suc-
cessor of Mans(r, arrived in the month Shawwil
of that year from Khurisin, at the head of his
troops, and the Caliph gave orders that these should
remain encamped on the Persian side of the Tigris.
The land round the new mosque and palace of
Rusédfah being thus occupied by the troops, their
leaders received grants of fiefs, and many houses
were built, the new quarter taking the name of
‘Askar-al-Mahdt, or the Camp of Mahdi.

In concluding this description of the Round City
of Mangfir, the question will be asked—how long,
with the rapid growth of Western and then of Eastern
Baghdad, this burgh or citadel with its four gates,
triple concentric walls, and ditch, continued to exist
intact. The chronicles nowhere definitely state when

! During the earlier centuries of the Abbasid period, the Tigris,
within the limits of Baghdad, was crossed at three places by bridges
of boats. These will be more particularly noticed in a later chapter ;
in the following pages, for the sake of brevity, and clearly to distinguish
them, they are referrsd to as (1) the Upper Bridge, (2) the Main Bridge,
and (3) the Lower Bridge. The second of these is the bridge of boats
in front of the Khurisin Gate of the Round City; the first being the
bridge crossing about a mile above this point, immediately below the
Upper Harbour, while the third was the bridge of boats crossing
the Tigris probably at a point below the mouth of the Sarit.Canal.
As will be explained in chapter xiii, the single bridge of boats which
in modern times connects Eastern Baghdad with its western suburb,
cannot be identical in position with any one of the three above
mentioned, but is that referred to by Yakut in the seventh century
(the thirteenth A.D.), and which apparently was first moored opposite

the palaces of the Caliphs, at about the close of the fifth century (the
eleventh A.D.),
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the City of Mansfr fell to ruin ; but it is evident that
of the triple walls, the innermost, namely that sur-
rounding the central area, being merely an enclosing
wall and not a rampart, must have disappeared before
long, from the encroachment of the houses built in the
ring beyond it. Except in the descnptton of the first
building of the Round City, this inner wall is indeed
apparently never mentioned in n the chronicles of
Tabari and his successors; neither does the ditch
encircling the outer wall appear to have existed for
long after the time of Manglr, for no reference to it
occurs in the accounts of the (first) siege of Baghdad,
in the time of Amin. In the main, however, it
appears that the Round City remained standing as
MansGr had built it, till the death of HAarQn-ar-
Rashtd, grandson of Mans(r, in 193 (a.D. 809). Five
years later, at the close of the civil war which imme-
diately after the death of HarGn had broken out
between his two sons Mam@in and Amin, the latter
had as a last resort entrenched himself within the
Round City, after garrisoning the Khuld Palace, on
the western bank of the Tigris, with his troops. The
siege of Baghdad at this time had already lasted for
over a year; T4hir and Harthamah, the two generals
sent by the Caliph MamQn against his brother, were
blockading respectively Western and Eastern Bagh-
dad, and T4hir finally found himself obliged to storm
the Round City, which was stubbornly defended to
the last by the partisans of Amin.

The first destruction of the double walls must
have been in part the work of the soldiers of Tahir
during the assault which ended the first siege of
Baghdad in the year 198 (a.p. 814), but through-
out the succeeding century much of the Round City
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would appear to have remained standing. The palace
of the Golden Gate in the centre, as has already been
mentioned, only fell to ruin in 329 (a.D. 941), and
the mosque was in use down to the eighth century
(the fourteenth A.p.) after the Mongol siege. In
regard to the main wall of the Round City, Ibn
Serapion, writing about the year 300 (A.D. 91 3), states
that a canal coming down the road outside the Kafah
Gate threw off a branch which entered ‘ part of the
remains of the City of Mans(r,’ proving that the line
of the main wall in this quarter must have been cut
or tunnelled through at the date in question. On
the other hand Khattb reports that in the year 307
(a.p. 919) the populace of Baghdad, having risen
in insurrection, broke open the prisons in the
City of Manstr and set free their inmates. The
prisoners, however, were promptly recaptured by
the city police, who closed the iron gates of the City
of Manstr, and at their leisure hunted down the
malefactors, who were thus entrapped within the
circuit of the walls; but this is apparently the last
mention of these gates being closed. Inundations,
both of the Tigris and of the Euphrates (the last
coming down through the ‘Is& Canal), were wont
periodically to lay Baghdad in partial ruin—the
waters having at all times been difficult to keep in
check—and one such inundation is reported by
Khattb to have taken place in the year 330 and odd
(about A.p. 942), which destroyed the arcades in
the Round City near the Ktafah Gate. This inun-
dation was caused by the bursting of the dams on the
Euphrates at a place called Kubbin, which regulated
the waterflow of the ‘Is4 Canal. A volume of black
water, it is reported, burst suddenly into the Round
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City, and the flood destroyed many houses, among
others the house of the narrator, from whom Khatib
had copied his account, who was forced to remove
his family up stream to Mosul, where he had to
remain for two years, until the damage done by the
flood had been repaired. In regard to the four great
.gatehouses in the main wall, Mas'adt, writing in the
year 332 (A.D. 944), alludes incidentally to these as
still standing in his day, apparently with their upper
chambers and vaulted cupolas still intact; further
(and in this he confirms the account given by Khattb),
the same author speaks of the green dome of the
Palace of the Golden Gate as having fallen ‘in our
own times,’ evidently alluding to the ruin caused by
the great storm of the year 329, which was just three
years before Mas'adi finished his chronicle called the
Golden Meadows (Murgj-adh-Dhahab).

With the close of the fourth century (the tenth
A.p.) much of the older City of Mangr must have
disappeared, and in the year 370 (a. D. 980), as will
be described more fully in a later chapter, the
site of the great palace of the Khuld outside its
walls, which had remained for some decades an
uninhabited ruin, was cleared, preparatory to the
building of the New Hospital (Bimaristin) by the
Buyid Prince ‘Adud-ad-Dawlah. From many inci-
dental allusions in the chronicles, it would appear
that various remaining portions of the Round City
had gradually come to be absorbed among the
buildings, forming the quarters of West Baghdad,
which rose up beyond and round the four ancient
gates of the City of Manstr. Thus the Great
Mosque, down to the period of the Mongol invasion,
was counted as forming part of the Quarter at
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the Basrah Gate; the Khurisin Gate and its
neighbourhood became incorporated into the market
(Sak) which had sprung up round the ‘Adudt
hospital, and was connected with the quarter along
the river bank, known as the Shari : while from the
Mosque of Mansar to beyond the Syrian Gate ruins
extending over nearly a mile existed in the time of
Y4kot, namely the seventh century (the thirteenth
A.D.), and the inhabited houses of the older city,
round this gate, were then considered to form part
of the Harbtyah Quarter, which had formerly ex-
tended to the northward beyond the gate. Lastly,
the Kafah Gate, which, as has been above described,
had suffered much injury from the inundations,
together with its adjacent streets and houses, would
appear to have been absorbed into the Muhawwal
Gate Quarter on the west, or to have come to form
part of Karkh on the south, which latter quarter
having survived all its rivals is now the only
relic left standing of the ancient city of Western
Baghdad .

! See Plan, No. VII; Ibn Serapion, 25 ; Khatib, folios 71b, 72b;
Mas'udi, vi. 171; Marasid, ii. 388, who mentions another bursting of
the Kubbin dam during the reign of Musta'sim, the last Abbasid
Caliph.









CHAPTER 1V

THE CANALS OF WESTERN BAGHDAD

Ya'k(ibt and Ibn Serapion. The older Dujayl Canal. The Nahr ‘fsa
and the Sarit Canal. The Katrabbul and BAduriya districts. The
Trench of Tahir. The KarkhiyA Canal and its branches. The Canal
of the Syrian Gate. The BatitiyA and the channels of the Harbiyah
Quarter. Comparative sizes of these various watercourses.

Our systematic knowledge of the topography of
Baghdad is derived from two nearly contemporary
sources, namely Ya‘'kbi, who wrote near the end of
the third century of the Hijrah, and Ibn Serapion,
whose work dates from the beginning of the fourth,
in other words, respectively a short time before
and after the year goo A.p. The first of these
authorities, Ya'kab!, describes the various quarters
and buildings of the city as Wr would
pass them when riding, in ~furn, along one or
other of the great highroads which radiated to the
chief points of the compass from the four gates
of the Round City. Ibn Serapion, on the other
hand, chiefly occupies himself with tracing out the
network of canals whose ramifications traversed
the suburbs of the Round City, which in his time
had come to form Western and Eastern Baghdad.
In the following pages it is by the intersection of

oy
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the various watercourses with the highroads that,
combining the two descriptions, we are enabled to lay
out a rough sort of triangulation, and thus remake
the plan of the great city of the Caliphs, of which
otherwise the few ancient ruins that still occupy the
sites of its former buildings would hardly have
afforded us sufficient data for the reconstruction
of its topography.

As is'well known, the Arabs had inherited from
the Persians, their predecessors in Mesopotamia,
the system of canalization which connected the
lower course of the Euphrates with the Tigris,
making the Sawdd—as the alluvial plain to the
west and south of Baghdad was named—one of
the most fruitful countries of the East. The system
of canals thus adopted had for its object to employ
the surplus waters of the Euphrates entirely for
irrigating the lands lying between the two great
rivers; while on the other hand the waters of the
Tigris, being tapped by canals from its eastern
bank, a portion of its stream was thus carried
by irrigation channels through the lands which lay
on the Persian or eastern side of the river. The
greatest of the canals taken from the Tigris was
the eastern offshoot called the KA4t0l-Nahrawin
channel, dating from the days of the Chosroes,
from which directly or indirectly the lands of
Eastern Baghdad were irrigated; but at a sub-
sequent period a lesser system of canals was also
derived from the western bank of the Tigris
above Baghdad—namely the Ishiktyah and the
later Dujayl—from which, after the date when Ibn
Serapion wrote, the lands to the north of Western
Baghdad likewise came to receive their water supply
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from the Tigris. The four great irrigation canals,
which in part drained the Euphrates into the Tigris,
bore respectively the names of the Nahr ‘Is4, the
Nahr Sarsar, the Nahr MAlik, and the Nahr K:ath4,
of which the highest up, namely the ‘isa Canal,
supplied water to a full moiety of the lands of
Western Baghdad. Further, at the time when the
Caliph Mans0r was building the Round City, the
older Dujayl Canal running from the Euphrates
to the Tigris, with a course parallel to and above
the Nahr ‘Is4, was still in existence; and thus,
during the first two centuries after the foundation
of the city, Western Baghdad was irrigated solely
by the waters of the Euphrates. At a date sub-
sequent to this, namely by the close of the fourth
century (the tenth A.p.), the Dujayl, by the silting
in of its upper course, had ceased to receive the
waters of the Euphrates; and a new, shorter channel
was then dug connecting the lower Dujayl with the
Tigris, from the right bank of which it continued to
draw its waters, irrigating the district of Maskin and
supplying the needs of the Harblyah Quarter of
Western Baghdad, during subsequent times .

In order to gain a general idea of the ground
plan of Western Baghdad in mediaeval times it will
be convenient to summarize in this chapter the
account which Ibn Serapion has given of the canals
which embraced the Round City of Manstr in a
network of waterways. All these, as already re-
marked, were derived from one of two sources,
namely, either from the Nahr ‘fsa4 or from the
Dujayl Canal. ,

! See /. R. A. S., 1895, Notes on Ibn Serapion,’ p. 747. The follow-
ing description is from the Arabic text, pp. 14, 15, and pp. 24 to 28.

RAGHDAD - E
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The point where the Nahr ‘Is4 left the Euphrates
was almost on the same parallel of latitude as that
occupied by Baghdad on the Tigris, and the ‘fsa
Canal flowed, speaking generally, due east. At what
Ibn Serapion describes as ‘a short distance’—say
one mile—before coming to the township of Muhaw-
wal, which itself lay three miles distant from the
City of Mansr, the ‘fs4 Canal bifurcated, and the
left branch took the name of the Nahr-as-Sarit.
The main channel, to the right, still keeping its
name of the Nahr ‘{s4, curving first southward and
then north-east almost through a semicircle, traversed
the great southern suburb of Karkh, and finally
flowed out into the Tigris at a spot some little
way below the City of Mansr, which was known
as Al-Fardah or ‘the (Lower) Harbour.’

The Sarat Canal (the branch to the left at the
bifurcation of the Nahr ‘Is4 above Muhawwal) fol-
lowed a course almost parallel in direction with the
parent channel, which ultimately brought it to
the south-western side of the Round City at the
Old Bridge, a short distance outside the Kafah
Gate. From here it curved round the city wall,
passed up in front of the Basrah Gate, and con-
tinuing north-eastward for a short distance, flowed
out into the Tigris below the gardens of the Khuld
Palace, which, as already described, lay outside the
Khur4sin Gate, and to the right of the road leading
to the Main Bridge of Boats.

., The line of the Sarit Canal formed the boundary
* dividing the two districts of Katrabbul and Baduraya
one from the other, which, occupying the western
bank of the Tigris, lay opposite to the two districts
of Nahr Bok and Kalwidh4 on the eastern side
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of the river; and hence the two halves of Baghdad,
west and east, are described as standing on the
ground where these four districts met. On the
western side of the Tigris, with which we have
now to deal, the land that lay on the left bank
of the Sarit, and upstream as regards the Tigris,
or as the Arabs deemed it, the ‘western’ side
of the Sarit, was the Katrabbul district ; while from
the right bank, or, as they wrote, to the ‘east’ of
the Sarit, stretched the BAduriyd district, down-
stream along the course of the Tigris. Hence, while
the suburb of Karkh lay in Baduriy4, the City of
Manslr and its northern suburbs were situated in
the Katrabbul district.

The Sarat Canal, at a distance of one league from
its point of origin (and therefore a mile or more
before it reached the City of Mansar at the Kafah
Gate), bifurcated, and the left branch was called the
Trench of Tahir. This canal, turning sharp off
to the north-east, almost at a right angle, flowed
round the outer side of the northern suburb of
Baghdad (called the Harbtyah), and beyond this
its waters joined the Tigris about a mile above the
Round City, at a place which, like the mouth of
the Nahr ‘Is4, is known as ‘the Harbour’ (Al-Fardah).
In the following pages, however, in order clearly to
distinguish between the two Fardahs, they will be
named respectively the Upper and the Lower
Harbour.

At a short distance down its course the Trench
of Tahir threw out a branch canal to the right,
which flowing south-east was known as the Little
Sarit, and this after a comparatively short course
curved back to join the main Sardt Canal at a point

E 2
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just before the latter reached the wall of the City of
Mangtr outside the Kafalr Gate.

From the foregoing description it will be seen
that, upstream, the Round City and its northern
suburb (the Harbtyah) stood in the space embraced
between\ the Sarit Canal and its left branch the
Trench of Tahir; and that, downstream, the great
southern suburb of Karkh covered the tract of
ground which lay enclosed between the lower
reaches of the Sarit and the ‘fs4 Canal; while
the right bank of the Tigris, in either case, formed
the third side of these two triangular parcels of land
on which Western Baghdad was thus built. '

The water-channels which, flowing between the
Sarit and the Nahr ‘Isa, traversed the southern
suburb of Karkh, were exclusively derived from the
Karkhdyid Canal, a stream which the Nahr ‘isa
threw off from its left bank at a point about a mile
below the Muhawwal township. The Karkh4ya, as
its name implies, was in fact the ‘ Canal of Karkh’;
and after sending out four branches to the left and
one to the right, it finally discharged the remainder
of its waters into the parent channel of the Nahr
‘fs4, at a place close above the Lower Harbour,
where the ‘gsﬁ Canal, as already noticed, itself dis-
embogued into the Tigris.

Of the four left-hand branches of the Karkh4y3,
the first was called, in its upper reach, the Nahr
Raztn, while lower down it became the Nahr Abu
‘Attdb. It traversed Inner Karkh, passing through
the Pool of Zalzal, and ultimately flowing out into
the Sarat Canal just below the New Bridge outside
the Basrah Gate of the Round City. The second
left-hand branch was called the Nahr Bazzizin

’
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(the Canal of the Clothes-merchants). It passed
through the Mart of the Clothes-merchants and other
markets, finally flowing out direct into the Tigris
after traversing the Sharkltyah or ‘eastern suburb,’
which lay outside the Bagrah Gate on the river
bank. The third branch, also to the left hand, was
called the Nahr-ad-Dajij (the Fowls’ Canal), its
banks being occupied by the poulterers, and this
again ran out direct into the Tigris, following a
nearly parallel course to the Nahr Bazzizin. The
next branch from the Karkhay4 was the single canal,
which was taken from its right bank. This was
called the Nahr-al-Kildb (the Canal of the Dogs),
and it carried a moiety of the waters of the Karkhéya
back into the Nahr ‘is4, going to rejoin this last
immediately below the Thorn Bridge (Kantarah-
ash-Shawk), which will be spoken of later. The
fifth branch of the Karkh4y4 (being the fourth to
the left) was called the Nahr-al-Kallayin (the Canal
of the Cooks who sold fried meats), and this after
a short course flowed out into the third branch canal,
already mentioned, namely that of the Poulterers or
the Nahr-ad-Dajij. Finally the Karkhdya fell into
the ‘Is4 Canal, as before stated, and its lower course
took the name of the Nahr T4bik, as will be noticed
in its due place.

It has been already mentioned that the northern
part of Baghdad, on this western bank of the Tigris,
was called the Harbiyah Quarter, and this neigh-
bourhood was supplied with water from canals which
branched from the Dujayl. Before, however, pro-
ceeding to describe these, we must give attention
to the small watercourse into which two of these
channels from the Dujayl ultimately flowed. This
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is called the Canal of the Syrian Gate, and it was
a derivative of the first branch canal from the
Karkh4y4, namely the Nahr Razin, from the left
bank of which it was led off shortly after the Nahr
Raztn had itself branched to the left from the parent
stream of the Karkhaya.

This minor canal ran at a higher level than the
neighbouring S$arét, and turning northwards from
the Razin, its waters were carried over and across
the main stream of the Sarit by a conduit built in
the masonry of the Old Bridge. Here the channel
skirted the Kofah highroad, and after going up
some way towards the Kafah Gate, it turned off
to the left, and curved along outside the wall of the
Round City (which lay to the right), flowing on
towards the Syrian Gate. Before, however, reaching
this, it sent off a branch to the right hand, which,
as mentioned in the previous chapter, penetrated
across the circular walls, disappearing among the
remains of the City of Mansar. Immediately before
and again after reaching the Syrian Gate, the
main channel of the small canal which we are
describing, received on its left bank the surplus
waters of two of the Harblyah waterchannels (as
will be detailed in the next paragraph); it then
finally turned northwards, and after flowing along
the road leading from the Syrian Gate to the Upper
Bridge of Boats, its stream ran dry in the quarter
near this bridge, called the Zubaydiyah Fief.

Coming finally to the water system of the Har-
btyah Quarter, it is to be noted that the three small
watercourses which were brought into this suburb
from the north, by conduits crossing the Trench of
Téhir, all ran at the same high level as the small
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canal of the Syrian Gate, just described. These
three Harbtyah watercourses were all derivatives
of the canal called the Nahr Batatiy4, which finally
gave its name more especially to the westernmost
of the three branches, and which itself was taken
from the right or western bank of the Dujayl Canal,
some distance above Baghdad.

Of these three branches of the Nahr Batitiy4,
the first, from its left bank, and therefore that
flowing most to the eastward and the nearest to
the Tigris, passed into the Harbiyah by the bridge
crossing the Trench of T4hir at the Harb Gate, and
after traversing the suburb by a somewhat serpentine
course, finally poured its waters into the lower reach
of the Canal of the Syrian Gate, as has been already
mentioned. The next branch from the Batatiya
Canal came into the Harbtyah Quarter by a conduit
specially built for the purpose, which spanned the
Trench of T4hir between the Harb Gate and the
next gate to the west, called the Iron Gate. This
watercourse, like the first, also poured its overflow
into the Canal of the Syrian Gate (after throwing
off two minor channels, right and left), its point of
junction being somewhat to the westward of the
Syrian Gate. The third branch, called more par-
ticularly the BatitiydA Canal, entered the northern
suburbs by the bridge at the Anbir Gate, the
westernmost of the four gates on the line of the
Trench. This canal then flowed down the Anbar
Road, but after a short course its waters failed, and
it finally ran dry in branch-channels. It will thus
be observed that all the water channels of the
Harbtyah Quarter sooner or later ran dry and failed,

no water from them flowing out into the Tigris.
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They were, indeed, mere water-conduits (Kanit)
rather than canals, and we are told that within the
limits of the Harblyah Quarter their courses were
underground.

An estimate of the respective sizes of the various
canals which we have above enumerated may be
gained by noticing which of these needed to be
spanned by bridges (Kantarah) of stone or brick
at the points where they were crossed by the high-
roads. By this criterion it becomes evident that
the Nahr ‘fs, the Sarat, and the Trench of Tihir,
all three crossed by numerous bridges, were main
streams, and the same term may be applied to the
upper reach of the Karkhdy4 before it branched off
among the numerous canals of Karkh. All the
remaining canals—though each bore the title of
Nahkr (canal or river)—were mere watercourses,
partly open and partly carried underground, but all
of a size to be easily crossed on the level by the
various thoroughfares, under which their waters
must have been carried through culverts.
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