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PREFACE

Tais work is at once old and new, and I cannot fairly
launch it afresh without some account of its origin.

Ten years ago a young Greek archaeologist, Chrestos
Tsountas, was commissioned by his government to con-
tinue the exploration of Mycenae which Dr. Schliemann
had begun. It could hardly have seemed an inspiring task
to glean after the great explorer who had dazzled the world
with the treasure of the Royal Tombs; but it was a task
that demanded thorough training, keen insight, and un-
limited patience. Armed with these qualities, Dr. Tsountas
went to work and a busy decade has passed without seeing
the end of it. Meantime he has restored to us the Palace
of the Pelopid kings; he has unearthed and studied the
bumbler abodes of their retainers and menials; he has
traced the fortress walls through all the stages of con-
struction and extension, and discovered the secret water-
way which enabled the citadel to hold out against a siege;
in short, he has laid bare the old Achaean capital in its
great enduring features, and has thus revealed to modern
eyes the typical Acropolis of the Heroic Age. More than
that, he has explored the lower town and particularly the
clan or village cemeteries, each composed of a group of
rock-hewn tombs whose disposition and contents have shed
new light on the civie and religious life of the time. While
patiently pursuing this great task, he has now and again
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taken a little archaeological diversion — always with bril-
liant results. Thus in 1889 he excavated the beehive tomb
at Vaphio (near Sparta), and there recovered those unri-
valed masterpieces of Mycenaean art, the Vaphio cups. A
year later he crossed Taygetus, and, under the height
crowned by the Homeric Gerenia, he explored another
tholos, which yielded the curious figures of lead known as
the Kampos statuettes. Still more recently he has made
more than one fruitful reconnoissance on the island of
Amorgos.

While thus establishing his fame as an explorer, Dr.
Tsountas proved himself an able expositor, as well, in the
reports and other papers contributed to the archaeological
journals of Greece and Germany; but it was not until
three years ago that he wrought into a volume the accu-
mulated spoil of his spade and: his studies. His ¢ Mycenae
and the Mycenaean Civilization ” ! was not simply a record
of his own finds; it went further and undertook for the
first time a systematic handling of the whole subject of
prehistoric Greek culture in the light of the monuments.
The book was warmly welcomed by archaeologists ; it was
crowned by the French Society for the Promotion of Hel-
lenic Studies; and in the subsequent literature of the sub-
ject its author has probably been quoted as often as any
other living writer.

The present volume is the outgrowth of that work of
Dr. Tsountas. When it came from the Athenian press in
the summer of 1893, I had just made my last visits in the
Argolid and was embarking for home after a four years’
residence in Greece. Reading the new book, as I did, in
Greek waters and under the spell of those great heroic

1 Muxfivas kal Muxyvaios loAtriouds.  Athens, 1893,
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memories, I was deeply impressed with its value, and deter-
mined at once to secure its author a wider audience than
the little world of modern Greece could afford him. My
first thought hardly went beyond an English version; but
it soon became apparent that no mere translation, however
carefully edited, would answer the purpose in view.

With all its wealth of matter, the method of the book
left much to be desired. This was due largely to an un-
certainty of plan, for Dr. Tsountas had begun writing a
special work on- Mycenae for a series of “ Ancient Greek
Cities,” and (on the publisher’s failure) had widened his
range to cover the field of Mycenaean culture.!

Then, too, further study convinced me that the subject-
. matter called for a thorough re-handling. Dr. Tsountas
had written for a public so different — a public with the
main spoil of the Mycenaean world on daily view in their
midst and the great Mycenaean centres but a few hours’
journey from their doors — that he could take for granted
much that the more distant audience must be told.

Moreover, the three years since he wrote have been
among the most fruitful in the whole history of Myce-
naean exploration. Dr. Tsountas himself has” gone on
with his great task at Mycenae; Noack and de Ridder
have explored the mighty Minyan works in and about Lake
Copais ; Staés and others have brought to light half a
dozen prehistoric settlements in Attica and the adjacent
islands ; Evans has made known the results of his memora-
ble researches in Crete; and, to crown all, Dirpfeld has
laid bare the walls and towers, the houses and (possibly) a

! Thaus his second chapter on “The City of Mycenae ” belongs distinctly to

the special work as first planned, while our new chapter on “The Fortress
City » has been adapted (so far as it could well be) to the more geueral plan.
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temple, of Homer’s Troy. And, while the spade has been
thus busy and effective, the literature of the subject has
been enriched by most important contributions, as a glance
at the notes to the present volume will show. Among sys-
tematic works, we may instance here Perrot and Chipiez’
volume on Mycenaean Art; and, among special studies,
Reichel’s masterly monograph on Homeric Armor.

In this rapid march of Mycenaeology, it is obvious that
a book even three years old must be behind the times ;
and, accordingly, we have undertaken a measurably new
one. The bulk of the material Dr. Tsountas has furnished
to my hand in his ¢ Mycenae,” enriched by his own manu-
script annotations, together with a new paper on Myce-
naean Writing (embodied in Chapter XI) and copious
notes on recent excavations (Appendices A and C). To
this material I have added whatever was found available
either in original sources or in recent literature; and, com-
bining the whole with a free hand, I have aimed to write
an English book, thoroughly adapted to our own public,
which should present a reasonably complete survey of My-
cenaean culture and register the main results of Mycenaean
research down to the present time. As far as practicable, I
have followed the lines drawn by Dr. Tsountas in his origi-
nal work, but I have not hesitated to adopt an order of
my own wherever clear method seemed to require it. As
regards his matter, I have not willingly sacrificed anything
which I felt warranted in retaining in view of the new plan
and the new public; and, in particular, I have sought to
represent with all fidelity his distinctive views. True, a
just regard for proportion has constrained me to abridge
the argument in some cases (for example, on the question
of the Grave Circle at Mycenae), especially by the omission
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of detail which seemed proper to a demonstration on the
spot rather than to a work addressed to readers at large.

To draw the line sharply between Dr. Tsountas’ part and
my own in the work would be no easy matter. While the
main substance of the book is his, there are few pages of it
to which I have not made some material contribution. In
particular, I have supplied matter introductory to many of
the chapters, intended at once to avoid abruptness and to
secure a closer articulation of the whole. The chapter on
Arms and War I have rewritten in the light of Reichel’s
important study ; and the concluding chapter on the Myce-
naean World and Homer — while taking up some of the
material of Dr. Tsountas’ epilogos —is mainly my own in
substance as well as form. I have also added Appendix B,
and the account of the “ Mykenaean Treasure” in Appen-
dix C. Less than one fourth of the illustrations and none
of the photographic plates are from the original work.
While the proofs of the new book have been in Dr. Tsoun-
tas’ hands and he has taken no exception to any point, he
cannot of course be held to that degree of responsibility
which a closer collaboration would warrant. In justice to
him and to the reader, I note below some principal changes
in the evolution of the new book from the old.!

1 For reasons stated in the proper connection (page 83) I have placed the
chapters on the Tombs immediately after those concerned with military and
- eivil architecture, thus leaving the subject of Dress (“the narrower dwelling )
and Armor to follow. I have also subdivided the matter so that Chapters
V-VI replace Tsountas’ Chapter 5; and Chapters VII-VIII his Chap-
ter 3. I have also inverted his order in which the subject of Religion preceded
that of Art, and introduced the new chapter on Writing between the two.
The original chapter on “Art and Chronology,” as covering three distinct
sabjects, I have broken up into as many chapters (IX, X, XIII), and redis-
tributed the matter accordingly. To facilitate comparison, I add a detailed
equation of the original chapters (designated by Arabic numerals) with the
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As already stated, the original plan contemplated little
more than an English version of Dr. Tsountas’ ¢ Mycenae,”
and it was so announced. In pursuance of this plan, the
first draft of a translation was made by Dr. Barker New-
hall, sometime member of the American School at Athens,
" and this T undertook to edit and publish as our joint work.
The result of the undertaking has been anticipated. The
translation was given up; and, in view of the very differ-
ent character which the book has assumed, it is Dr. New-
hall’s judgment that his name cannot properly appear on
the title-page. For all that, his version was a great help to
me in my preliminary work; and I am further indebted to
him for assistance in collecting the literature and gather
ing illustrations, as well as for the full index which he has
prepared. ,

Among the first to whom my acknowledgments are due,
I have to thank the American Minister at Athens, Mr.
Eben Alexander, for his good offices there.

On this side, I owe much to Professor Daniel Quinn, of
the Catholic University at Washington, whose intimate ac-
quaintance with modern Greek — an intimacy hardly shared
by any other American —has been freely placed at my
service, and has lightened my labors on Greek manuscripts
as well as on Greek texts.

Professor John H. Wright, of Harvard University, has
given me the benefit of his ripe learning and perfect taste
in the criticism of the concluding chapters; and I deeply
regret that a criticism so helpful should not have been
new (in Roman): 1=1;2=1I; 3=1II-1V; 4=VII-VIII; 6=V-VI;
6=XII; 7=IX, X, XIII; 8=XIV; 9 replaced by XV ; new, XI and
Appendices A, B, C. I had expected more fully to account for the mew

order in an introduction, which fortunately has not been left for me to write ;
but I trust the order may sufficiently vindicate itself.
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secured at an earlier stage and for the entire work. Two
comrades of my Athenian days, Messrs. F. B. Sanborn and
S. J. Barrows, have followed the work with unflagging
interest, and their trained literary judgment has been of
great service to me. Of my own associates at Brown Uni-
versity, Professor F. G. Allinson has read most of the book
in manuscript or proof, and made many helpful suggestions;
and Dr. George A. Williams has lent me assistance which
was simply invaluable in preparing the work for the press.
My acknowledgments are due also to Professors Wheeler -
and Bennett, of Cornell University.

In .the matter of illustrations, I am indebted to the
Council of the Hellenic Society, and their Hon. Secretary,
Mr. Geo. A. Macmillan, as well as to Mr. Arthur J. Evans,
for permission to reproduce from the ¢ Journal of Hellenic
Studies” most of the figures found in Chapter XI and
Appendix C; and to Professor R. S. Colwell, of Denison
University, who generously allowed us to use his own
negatives for some of the choicest reproductions in the
volume, — namely, Plates I, III, IV, V, X. The Ephor
Staés kindly placed at my disposal advance sheets illustrat-
ing objects found by him in his important excavations in
Attica and Aegina; and the photographs of the German
Archaeological Institute have been freely used. Many of
the illustrations were drawn at Athens expressly for this
work by Mr. H. B. Warren. Others have been reproduced
from the “Ephemeris Archaeologike,” ¢ Athenische Mit-
“theilungen,” “Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique,”
Furtwingler and Loeschcke’s « Mykenische Vasen ”’; while
some have been redrawn from the original editions of
Schuchhardt and Perrot-Chipiez.

For the use of books I am under great obhtratlons to the
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Librarian of Harvard University ; to Dr. James M. Paton;
to Mr. W. E. Foster, of the Providence Public Library;
and, last but not least, to Mr. H. L. Koopman and his
assistants at the Brown Library.

The Homeric citations in English are uniformly from
Lang, Leaf, and Myers’ Iliad and Butcher and Lang’s
Odyssey.

As I come to date this preface, I am reminded that there
could not well be a more auspicious moment for bringing
out a work like the present. It signalizes the end of the
second decade of Mycenaeology. Just twenty years ago
- to-day the wires flashed from Mycenae to King George’s
palace at Athens Schliemann’s jubilant message that he
- had found the Royal Tombs, with their heroic tenants still
masked in gold and their heroic equipage about them.
That find was the crowning historical revelation of our
time, and out of it has sprung a science whose progress is
hardly less marvelous than its origin,—a science which
has already in great measure restored the landmarks of pre-
Homeric Greece, and with them the real background of the
Homeric poems. It was but fitting that in this twentieth
year of the new science we should welcome to our shores
one of its foremost masters and learn from his lips the fas-
cinating story of its last great conquest and his own — the
recovery of Homer’s Troy. Dr. Dorpfeld’s mission here
was more than a triumph; it was an inspiration, and it
must profoundly and permanently influence the further
direction of the study of antiquity among us. And I am
sure that every one who has ever come under the spell of
his winning personality will seem to hear his voice again in
the Introduction which —in the midst of all his engage-
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ments — he has yet found time to write for this volume. -
That it is earnest and critical, and contests more than one
position taken up in the book itself, only marks it as Dorp-
feld’s own. It is by virtue of hard knocks that Science
moves on, and her good soldiers are ever ready to give and
take. Tsountas and Dorpfeld may not see eye to eye on
every point in controversy, but none the less they march
shoulder to shoulder in the forward movement of the
science to which both alike have made most solid and bril-
liant contributions.
J. Irving MaNATT.

BRrowN UNIVERSITY,
PROVIDENCE, November 28, 1896.






INTRODUCTION

I am very glad to comply with the request of my friend,
Professor Manatt, by writing an introduction to the present
volume. The work of Chrestos Tsountas on “ Mycenae
and the Mycenaean Civilization ” is recognized on all hands
as one of the best and most instructive in recent archaolo-
gical literature; and in this new form, greatly enriched
and amply illustrated, it must win many new friends. To
a work so excellent — happily summing up as it does all
that the latest excavations and researches have taught us of
life and art in the early bloom of pre-Homeric Greece — it
affords me peculiar pleasure to be able to make some slight
contribution.

Until recently the Homeric poems were our sole source
of light upon the civilization of the prehistoric or Heroic
Age of Greece. But the pictures which the poet gives us
of the Palaces and the life of that age appeared too fanci-
ful to pass for transcripts of reality. For example, who
could have believed that the Palaces were actually (as
Homer alleges) adorned with friezes of blue glass (kyanos)?
But the excavations at Tiryns, Mycenae, Orchomenos, and
elsewhere — in which Tsountas, as well as Schliemann, has
borne a prominent part — have changed our point of view.
We now know that in essentials Homer’s pictures answer
to reality. Accordingly, in an investigation of the culture
of the Heroic Age, we may and must base our researches
upon the results of those excavations and upon the Homerie
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data alike— a method which has been very properly fol-
lowed in the present work. The agreement between the
Homeric descriptions and the actual facts established by
the excavations is to be remarked, not only in the Palaces
of Tiryns and Mycenae and in the objects found there, but
also in the ruins of the Sixth or Mycenaean City of Troy.
A short time ago it was still held to be unscientific for any
one to look for points of coincidence between the ruins on
Hissarlik and the words of Homer, and there may be
scholars who still regard such a quest as altogether futile
or even reprehensible. But this is no longer the prevailing
view. '

In my opinion, it may now be considered certain that
the allusions of Homer to the scenery of the Troad and to
Troy itself harmonize in the main with the facts as deter-
mined by the explorations. As regards the buildings of
the sixth stratum, I have already (in my work, “ Troja,
1893 ’) pointed out certain coincidences which appear
specially noteworthy. I may be allowed here to recall
these four points : —

1. According to Homer, the Pergamos of Troy was not
a level citadel, for near the dwellings was an altar of Zeus
év moAe axporary (Iliad xxii. 172). Thus in the poet’s
view there was a highest point in the citadel, where doubt-
less stood the two temples of Athena and Apollo, as well
as the altar of Zeus. To the acropolis of the Second City
such a datum would be entirely inapplicable, for (as the ex-
cavations have taught us) its edifices were built on a leveled
site. But that the middle and northern part of the Sixth
City actually lay higher than the rest is proven beyond a
doubt by the strong supporting walls of the buildings we
have found. Further, for the Graeco-Roman times the pre-
sence of a temple on this spot is an established fact.
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2. The structures of Tiryns are built, partly in Cy-
clopean fashion of more or less huge unwrought stones,
partly of sun-dried bricks. At Mycenae, along with walls
of this kind, occur sections built of dressed blocks. Ac-
cording to Homer’s words, we should have to conceive
most of the structures of the Trojan citadel as built in a
different manner, 7. e., of smoothly hewn stones; for even
‘the dwellings of Priam’s sons and sons-in-law were £ea7oio
Aiforo (Iliad vi. 244). While this language would have
been quite inapplicable to the edifices of Tiryns, it exactly
fits the houses at Troy as well as a part of the circuit wall
with its towers. This is the more noteworthy, as it has
hitherto been thought well-nigh impossible that walls and
towers of carefully dressed blocks could have been built in
that early age.

3. In the Pergamos of Troy Homer knows quite a num-
ber of separate structures, some of them dwelling-houses,
some temples, apparently lying close together and yet de-
tached. In the citadel of Tiryns we look in vain for such
separate houses ; at most a second detached dwelling might
be recognized in what is commonly taken for the women’s
quarter. It is otherwise in the Sixth City at Troy. All
the buildings thus far discovered there are, in fact, separate
edifices, though but little removed from one another.

4. According to Homer (Iliad vi. 316), the house of
Alexandros was composed of three parts, the thalamos, the
doma, and the aule. By the thalamos, at all events, we
are to understand a closed apartment which formed the
interior of the dwelling and served also for sleeping quar-
ters. The doma is doubtless a general reception-room
before the thalamos, the ante-room of the dwelling. The
aule can only be an open court before the house. A simi-
lar tripartite arrangement recurs in other simple houses in
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the poems, as in the steading of Eumaeus (Odyssey xiv.
5ff.) and the “hut” of Achilles (Ilad xxiv. 452 f.).
In both these passages we read of an open court; of a
prodomos, where guests were received and, on occasion,
slept ; and, finally, of an inner chamber with the hearth
and with couches. In the Palace, also, as we have it
before our eyes at Tiryns and Mycenae, this tripartite dis-
position is present, to be sure, but it is not so obvious,
because each part is en suite. The court is a double one;
the doma is made up of hall, ante-room, and vestibule; and,
in place of the simple thalamos, we have a special women’s
quarter with several adjoining rooms.

Now some of the houses found in the Sixth City consist
of the same three parts, for there can hardly be a doubt
that we are to assume an open court before each of the
bipartite temple-like edifices. The large closed apartment
in these buildings is apparently the thalamos ; in the half-
open ante-room we may perbaps recognize the doma, which
would correspond in form to the tablinum of the Graeco-
Roman house; and, finally, the open court will be the
aule.

Of course, coincidences of this kind do not amount to a.
demonstration that the ruins uncovered at Hissarlik actually
belong to Homeric Troy, the Pergamos of Priam. But
such proof is no longer needed. For, if antiquity well-
nigh with one consent cherished the conviction tbhat the
Greek Ilion occupied the site of ancient Troy, and if the
people of that village as well as its visitors (a Xerxes and
an Alexander the Great, a Lysimachus and a Sulla) never
doubted that on that spot had once stood the citadel of
Priam, although they saw nothing of its ruins and knew
nothing of their actual existence deep underground, can
we still doubt that the mighty fortress of Mycenaean
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times, whose remains have now come to light beneath the
Greek Ilion, is actually the Troy of Homer ?

But these coincidences do have an important bearing on
the elucidation of the Homeric poems and on the problem
of their origin. Without any hesitation we may now draw
on the ruins of the Sixth City at Troy when we have to
describe the buildings and the culture of the age which
Homer celebrates. Hence an account of these remains has
properly found a place in this work (see Appendix A), thus
notably enriching the picture of Mycenaean -civilization
which it offers.

This picture, of course, can be correct and true to reality
only when the results of the excavations are set before us
clearly and distinctly, and when there can be no doubt
about interpretation or restoration. In the main, indeed,
these results as described in the following pages tell but one
story. Still there are instances in which the reconstrue-
tion proposed seems to me fairly open to criticism ; .and
I can hardly make a better contribution to the present
work than by reviewing the questions at issue. In the
interest of the reader and of science, the grounds of dissent
should be stated, however briefly.

1. In discussing the Royal Graves discovered by Schlie-
mann at Mycenae, Tsountas undertakes to show (page 106)
that over these graves a mound or tumulus was raised.
He believes that he can prove that the circle inclosed by
the ring of slabs was not an open precinct or temenos, but
that the ring was merely a retaining wall for the mound.!
Against this, I share the generally received opinion that
the graves lay in an open peribolos, of which the slab-ring
formed the inclosing wall.

1 For Dr. Tsountas’ last word on this question, see his reply to Belger in
the Jakrb. des. k. deutsch. Arch. Instituts for 1895, pp. 143-151. [M.]
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This ring consists of a wall of small stones and earth which
was faced without and within, as well as covered over, with
thin stone slabs. Now, in my judgment, the inner facing
would have been altogether unnecessary for a mound,
while for an open precinct it was indispensable. Moreover,
any architect will bear me out in saying that the wall is
not strong enough to have served as a retaining wall for an
earth-mound. At all events, had it actually been such a
wall, the slabs still in place should have an inclination out-
wards. Not only is nothing of the kind to be seen, but on
the east we distinctly remark the opposite — the slabs lean
inward. Finally, in the southern part of the inclosure
some of the pavement is still intact with the original layers
of soil beneath it. And it shows distinctly that the surface
within the circle was not horizontal, but had a gradual rise
toward the south, obviously to let the rain-water run off
through the entrance on the north. ~When houses were
afterwards built outside the entrance, and the surface there
had risen so far that it lay higher than the inside level, the
entire inclosure must have been filled up either artificially
or by gradual accumulations. Thus, I have no doubt that
the graves, originally lying in a group outside the acropolis,
were inclosed by means of the slab-ring in a peribolos,
which thus formed a heroton of the ancient kings.

2. Tsountas holds that the great beehive tombs were
closed shortly after their construction by filling their ave-
nues with earth. That all these tombs, great as well as
small, were once closed is certainly true; the only question
is when it was done. As both the great tholoi at Mycenae
were provided with rich fagades and had their wooden doors
overlaid with metals, it appears to me more probable that
they were not forthwith blocked up. Thus, it is conceiva-
ble that the Prince in his lifetime would have a tomb built
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for himself and his house, and that this would remain open
for many years —until his own death, or even until the
death of the last of his line. One thing which has an impor-
tant bearing on the question, Tsountas does not seem to have
given its due weight: it is the fact that the walls, built to
block up the two great tholoi, are not of the same material
as the tombs themselves. Moreover, in the case of the
tomb excavated by Mrs. Schliemann, one can clearly see
that the closing wall was built later than the dromos walls.

3. The oft-debated question of the existence of a walled
lower town adjacent to the Mycenae acropolis, Tsountas
answers in the affirmative (page 33), holding as he does that
the still extant remains of a town wall are of earlier date
than the destruction of the citadel, — that is to say, ante-
rior to the Dorian migration. According to this view the
lower town belongs to the Heroic Age, and was walled in
as a refuge in time of war for the clans ordinarily dwelling
in open villages. But in my opinion the circuit wall of
the lower town belongs to a far more recent epoch, namely,
that of the Doric temple on the palace ruins, or about the
sixth century B. c. For the masonry of the wall is not
Cyclopean but polygonal ; it is the same masonry which is
employed in the later repairs of the fortress wall (see
page 27).

4. How were the roofs of the Mycenaean houses formed?
Tsountas maintains (page 70) that only the Palace proper
had a flat clay roof, while the gable roof was in ordinary use
for simple dwellings. I do not share this opinion, but hold
that ordinary houses as well as palaces, not only in Myce-
naean but in early Hellenic times, were covered with flat
clay roofs. True, the gable roof was known in very early
times ; but as long as there were no brick or stone tiles
these gables.must have had a very steep pitch or the thatch
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which covered them would not have shed water. The flat
clay roof was not only more secure, but it offered still other
advantages ; and hence it is to this day in full use in many
parts of the East. That it was also usual in old Greek
times, we know from occasional references in the literature
as well as from representations in art; for example, the
temple and fountain on the Frangois vase.

The Greek gable roof, especially as we see it on the
Greek temple, was an invention of the Corinthians. They
did not (as is often thought) invent the pediment, for with
the pitched roof that came of itself ; but their important
service consisted in the invention of terra-cotta roof-tiles.
Not till these tiles were available could the roof receive
that pitch which was usual in ancient times. At first this
gable roof was employed only for temples and public build-
ings, and it was only after the production of tiles was
cheapened that they came to be used for roofing ordinary
houses.

But do not the chamber-tombs excavated by Tsountas at
Mycenae, with their ceilings hewn gable-wise in the rock,
make against the flat house-roof ? By no means. The
rock in which these tombs are hewn is a siliceous conglom-
erate so brittle as to put horizontal ceilings practically out
of the question. Indeed, as it is, the ceilings and door
frames in many of the graves have actually fallen in. No
doubt, the architects of the Mycenaean age, whose techni-
cal knowledge (as displayed, for example, in the great bee-
hive tombs) commands our admiration, knew well that in
such rock a sloping roof holds better than a flat one.
Indeed, in ceiling over the chambers in the walls of Tiryns
they observed the same principle. Hence I do not think
that the gabled ceiling of these rock-hewn tombs war-
rants any inference as regards the form of the timber
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roof on the ordinary dwelling-house. Nor can I agree with
Tsountas in assuming a gable roof for the building with
the columns— possibly a temple—in the Sixth City on His-
sarlik. For it is a technical error to hold that a central
row of supports is more necessary for a gable than for a
flat roof. Exactly the opposite is true. A clay roof, to be
water-tight, must be made much heavier than a thatched
or shingled gable roof. Besides, with the gable the an-
cients always employed horizontal cross-beams which in dif-
ferent ways, familiar to every architect, served to bear the
weight of the roof. It is not impossible indeed that all the
buildings of the old Acropolis at Troy had steep pitched
roofs, but it is far more probable that the flat clay roof
~ covered every one of them. In the Greek town of Ilion
down to Hellenistic times roof-tiles were not common ; and
to this day the villages in the Troad retain the old flat roof
of beaten earth.

5. Of still another architectonic problem, Tsountas’ solu-
tion appears to me not altogether correct. Among the
houses excavated by him he maintains that there are upper-
story dwellings with wooden floors and basements above
ground but unoccupied. This kind of house would corre-
spond with the primitive pile-hut; and so, from the litter
found in the basements, it is inferred that the people shared
the untidy habits of the lake-dwellers in disposing of the
refuse of the table and other rubbish (p. 68). But the
ruins of the houses in question do not warrant this theory.
Two kinds of house are clearly to be distinguished.
First, we find such as were provided with cellars and thus,
of course, had wooden floors; in these the cellars were
accessible by stone or wooden stairways and served for
storing provisions and other goods. Secondly, there were
houses without cellars, and these had floors of beaten
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earth with or without cement. The foundation walls of
the latter — now exposed, but in antiquity lying under-
ground — Tsountas has taken for the clear walls of his
lower stories. To be sure, these foundation walls were
at times visible from without, because the houses stood
on the sloping hillside, and in such cases the floors lay
in part somewhat above the ground level outdoors; but,
even in these houses, this would not be the case on the
side toward the hill. The bones, potsherds, and the like,
found in the earth between the foundation walls, are ear-
lier than these walls, and either must have been there
before the houses were built, or must have been brought
there with other rubbish for filling in the course of the
building.

6. In conclusion, a few further words about Troy. With
perfect right Tsountas has called attention to the difference
between the architecture of the houses and circuit-walls of
Tiryns and Mycenae on the one hand and those of the
sixth stratum of Troy on the other. I agree with him,
also, that the Cyclopean masonry, as it is employed in the
Argive fortresses, is earlier (generally speaking) than the
use of well-dressed blocks so common at Tray. Neverthe-
less, I hold that the Sixth City at Troy was contemporaneous
with those fortresses, and indeed perished still earlier than
they. In the later work at Mycenae the intrusion of the
new style can be clearly recognized in the Palace (for ex-
ample, in the walls of the court), as well as in the beehive
tombs.

After all the correspondences, the civilization which con-
fronts us at Troy is different from the Mycenaean. To be
sure, we recognize the influence of the latter in the Myce-
naean vases (undoubtedly imported) which we find in the
sixth stratum ; but the native culture of the Trojan rulers
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is a different culture. The fortress wall with its gates and
towers is built altogether unlike the walls of the Argive
citadels. The dwelling-houses, too, present an aspect other
than that of the palaces at Tiryns and Mycenae. Of inte-
rior artistic decoration we learn nothing from the houses at
Troy. Wall paintings, such as adorned the Argive castles,
seem to have been foreign to them; at least, not a frag-
ment of fresco has yet been found. Again, it is only in
the interior of a single edifice that we can make out col-
umns; in the vestibules they appear not to have been em-
ployed; and we have nothing to show how their shafts
and capitals were fashioned. The cornice (Gesimse) of all
buildings must have been of wood ; at least we have found
no trace of a stone cornice or coping. The house floors
were formed very simply with clay mortar; lime cement
_has been noted only on the great road leading up from
the main gate. Again, the domestic utensils, weapons, and
ornaments, so far as we can judge, appear to have been
more simple than the corresponding objects in use among
the Mycenaeans.

Whence the Trojan culture springs, Dr. A. Korte, of
Bonn, has recently shown. In the interior of Asia Minor,
in ancient Phrygia, he has found exactly the same gray
pottery which prevails in the sixth stratum at Troy, and
which, in distinction from the imported Mycenaean vases,
we have styled the local Trojan ware. It is, therefore,
probably the Phrygian culture which prevailed at Troy, —
a culture which, indeed, had points of contact with the
_Mycenaean culture described in this work but was never-
theless in essential points different from it.

WiLHELM DORPFELD.

New YORk,
14 November, 1896.
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THE MYCENAEAN AGE

"~ CHAPTER 1
LANDMARKS OF THE MYCENAEAN WORLD

THE Heroic Age of Greece has never been left quite
without a witness. From time immemorial certain of its
stately monuments have been known and un- pgurine
challenged. The Greeks themselves, from Pin- J%e ™
dar to Pausanias, were of one mind about these Hewic As
landmarks of their heroic foretime. Thucydides even goes
out of his way to reconcile the apparent insignificance of
the Mycenae of his own day with its ancient fame, and the
Tragedians repeople its solitude with the great figures of
tradition. So too with strong-walled Tiryns,—a wonder
even to Homer, — in which Pausanias sees not only a castle
of the Heroic Age, but a work to be compared with the
Pyramids of Egypt and to be accounted for only by its
attribution to superhuman builders, the Lycian Cyclopes.

And beside these enduring walls, there were other wit-
nesses less obtrusive but not less awe-inspiring. Of those
solemn and splendid sepulchres best known to us in the
so-called Treasury of Atreus, one at least — the Treasury of
Minyas — was even better known in Roman times, when it
could be named among the wonders of the world.!

Such landmarks, we may say, have been always in evi-
dence even through the ages that were too dark to read

1 Pausanias, ix. 38.
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them or hand down any judgment upon them; and since
Greece has come within the circle of modern civilization
the modern world has accepted them in_the spirit of the
ancient. To Leake and Curtius as to Pausanias and Thu-
cydides, these monuments have accredited themselves as
actual landmarks of a real world lying back of Homer and
more or less faithfully mirrored in the Iliad and Odyssey.
But neither these splendid monuments nor the still more
splendid epics, nor even both together, could convey an
Monuments dequate and authoritative impression of the
inadequate  Heroic Age. The monuments are too isolated and
distrusted  of £ uncertain date, while the poets of the Epos,
as it has come down to us, are too remote from the heroic
foretime whereof they sing to be regarded as altogether
competent witnesses of it. And, indeed, their authority
has often been questioned, when (as we now know) they
were keeping close to actual fact. For example, we have
looked upon the Shield of Achilles, with its wondrous living:
pictures wrought in precious metals of many colors, as a
pure invention of the poet’s fancy ; whereas now the Royal
Tombs of Mycenae have yielded up dagger-blades iniaid
with designs of the same technique with Hephaestus’ handi-
work as Homer describes it, and hardly a whit behind it in
living reality. So, too, the splendid palaces of Alcinous
and Menelaus we have thought of as-owning no designer or
decorator outside of the minstrel’s imagination; and the
“ much-golden ” Mycenae, even with Thucydides’ plea for it,
has seemed to hold its wealth by the poet’s gift. Indeed,
the world has distrusted the poet wherever his picture took
‘on a tone too bright to consist with the old saying of Hero-
dotus that “ Hellas hath ever had Poverty for her consort.”?
And this incredulity was not without show of reason.

1 T5 ‘EAAdS: wevin &el xore abyTpodds dori. — vii. 102,
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For whatever view we may take of the origin of the
Homeric poems, we assuredly cannot regard them __ . .
as thrown off at a single projection, and that on ‘thisdistrust
the scene and at the time with which they are concerned.
The arena of the epics is mainly the Achaean world as it
was before the Dorian conqueror overthrew its dynasties and
absorbed or displaced its populations. It is Achaean princes,
ruling their little domains in European Greece or leading a
crusade against the East long before the Dorian has come
in or the Ionian has pushed out, that Homer celebrates.
But Homer himself, if we are to take the consensus of his-
torical Greece, was an Ionian of Asia Minor who lived as
late at least as the ninth century B. c.

Thus the poet would be far removed from his proper
scene in European Greece and separated by centuries from
the overthrow of the social order and the supplanting of
the civilization which are wrought into the very texture of
his work. No wonder the poet or poets, thought of as
working at this double disadvantage and without written
records to bridge over the interval, should have failed to
obtain full faith and credit. Under these conditions, it
would seem too much to expect a true picture of the old
Achaean order tven in its main outlines ; and to fill in those
outlines with minute detail and light up the whole with life
and color —keeping all the time in touch with historic
reality — would be a yet more inconceivable task.

Hence the Heroic Age has been commonly regarded as
lying beyond the range of historic inquiry, if not forever
buried in prehistoric darkness. The life described ..,
in the poems, regarded as a mirror of the poet’s gpthe ,
own time, has been taken for the earliest known
stage of Greek civilization, the childhood of the race. Just
twenty years ago, however, through unlooked-for discover-
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ies, the Heroic Age began to be illuminated, the darkness
encompassing it began to lift little by little, and to-day our
knowledge of it has advanced so far that we can point con-
fidently to a great chapter of veritable history newly added
to the record of the Greek race. It is a chapter, indeed,
without precise chronology and almost without names, but
abounding in facts. We now know that the Homeric Age
was not the childhood of the Greek world. It was rather
an age of renaissance from national decline. Back of that
decadence we mount up to the meridian of national bloom.
This era of Mycenaean culture covers the period approxi-
mately from the sixteenth to the twelfth century B. c.

Our knowledge of this civilization does not rest upon
conjecture or vague poetic description, but upon its own
Abundance Multiform remains, the mass of which increases
of realdata with fresh discoveries from day to day. Hence
we know the Mycenaean age in many aspects more exactly
and authoritatively than we know the Homeric. The
excavations have tanght us how princes and people built
and adorned their palaces and dwellings; what was their
daily food and dress and armor; what was the character of
their art and their trade relations; how they fashioned
their tombs and were buried in them. All this we have
learned and much beside; so that, with all that still
remains obscure and enigmatic, this unearthing of the
Mycenaean age undoubtedly marks the greatest advance of
our times in rounding out the history of the Greek race.

Fittingly, it was from the ancient Achaean capital itself
b . the first clear light broke forth. After making
Disoovery:  his first essay at Ithaca (1868), and uncovering
ﬂhzc%‘::e' the pre-Mycenaean city on Hissarlik (1873),

Dr. Schliemann turned his attention to Mycenae,
where in 1876 he cleared out the Lions’ Gate, partially
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excavated the tomb of Clytemnestra, and crowned his cam-
paign by unearthing the royal sepulchre inside the fortress.
There, in five graves sunk in the rock, he found the remains
of fifteen persons, fairly loaded with gold and surrounded
with a wealth of other offerings well-nigh exhausting the
range of primitive art. These brilliant discoveries took
the archaeological world by surprise and brought on a
debate which is not yet closed.

But in the light of the Mycenaean finds, it presently
appeared that Schliemann had not been the first, abso-
lutely, to break into this Heroic world. Already (1866), at
Thera, the French geologist Fouqué had excavated houses
with their furnishings in earthenware and bronze, which had -
been buried by a volcanic eruption as early, he thought, as
about 2000 B.c.; and again, a little later (1868-71), the
English Consul Biliotti had opened forty-two rock-hewn
tombs of the same age at Ialysos in Rhodes. The fur
nishings of these tombs, consisting largely of rich vases,
had been presented by John Ruskin to the British Museum,
where they were relegated with other nondescripts to the
basement. But in the new light from Mycenae [Sir]
Charles Newton at once saw the relation of these several
finds and thus laid the real foundation of Mycenaean
archaeology.!

Shortly after Schliemann’s great discovery, a land-slip
near Spata in the Attic Mesogeia revealed a great rock-
hewn tomb, with three chambers and a dromos,
belonging to the same epoch and yielding pot-
tery and other objects of the same class with those of
Mycenae and Talysos. This, with a second smaller tomb,
was excavated by the Ephor Stamatakes, who had repre-

! In his article in the Edinburgh Review (1878), reproduced in his Essays
on Art and Archaeology, 246-302, 3 v
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sented the Greek government in the work at Mycenae and
who now returned thither to prosecute that work. He
discovered the sixth grave in the same inclosure with the
five already opened by Schliemann, excavated the private
houses already discovered, which yielded some important
gold finds, and cleared out the dromos to the Treasury of
Atreus, until then blocked up.

Again, in 1879, in the plain north of Athens near the

village of Menidi (ancient Acharnae) a domed structure of
the so-called Treasury type, discovered by the
villagers, was excavated by Dr. Lolling for the
German Archaeological Institute. Not only did it yield
a further store of the now recognized Mycenaean grave
furniture, but the presence of six skeletons lying undis-
turbed in the midst of the offerings positively established
for the first time the sepulchral character of these bee-hive
tombs.! :

Following upon this notable find, the Greek Archae-
ological Society excavated at Pronoia, a suburb of Nauplia,
. a prehistoric cemetery of rock-tombs hewn in

the base of Palamedes and- resembling those of
Spata, but of a humbler order and with offerings of slight
intrinsic value. ' '

In 1880-81, Dr. Schliemann cleared the famous Treasury
of Minyas at Orchomenos; and in 1884 he undertook a
Orchomenos Still more important task at Tiryns, where he
Tiryns discovered and laid bare a prehistoric palace
so well preserved that its ground plan is for the most
part clearly defined. In this work, Schliemann was for-
tunate in enlisting the cooperation of Dr. Dorpfeld, the
accomplished architect, who has been so long at the head
of the German Archaeological Institute at Athens. To

! Lolling, Das Kuppelgrab von Menidi.

Nauplia
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Dr. Dorpfeld’s rare training and keen insight is due in no
small measure the thoroughly seientific character of this
excavation, and we are further indebted to him for a very
clear and accurate account of the palace, including the
elucidation of some difficult problems of eonstruction.

The next advance carries the frontier of the Mycenaean
world as far north as Thessaly : there at Demini,
near Volo (the ancient Iolcos), in 1886, a domed
tomb closely resembling that at Menidi was cleared and
found to contain very similar offerings.

The same year Dr. Tsountas (acting for the Greek
Archaeological Society) resumed the excavations at My-
cenae, which still continue. He at once laid bare "
on the uppermost terrace of the citadel a palace the Palace

. . and Tombs
of the same general plan with that at Tiryns, as
well as private houses of the same period, situated below
the summit near the western wall. Thence he proceeded
to excavate the eastern extremity of the acropolis, where he
discovered a subterranean passage leading through the
circuit wall and to a reservoir at some distance without.
Outside thecitadel more than sixty tombs were found and
.excavated, all of them rock-hewn chambers, with the ex-
ception of two tholoi or vaulted tombs. Of the vaulted
tombs previously known, three were completely cleared
out, with the dromos and part of the interior of another,—
namely, the so-called Tomb of Clytemnestra, which Mrs.
Schliemann had partly excavated in 1876.

During the progress of this work at Mpycenae, Dr.
- Tsountas excavated (1889) a domed tomb at Vaphio (an-
cient Amyclae) near Sparta, in which he found, )
along with many other treasures, the now famous Vartan and
Vaphio cups, —two magnificent gold goblets
embossed with lifelike designs. Again (1890) he opened

Thessaly
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still another domed tomb in Laconia — namely, at Kam-
pos, on the west side of Taygetus, not far from the site
of the ancient Gerenia. The most curious archaeolog-
ical finds here were a pair of lead statuettes, especially
important for the determination of primitive Mycenaean
dress.

Following the important discoveries at Spata and Menidi,

Fig. 1. View of Thoricus from Theatre

other Mycenaean landmarks have since been found all over
Lo Attion Attica. These are (1) on the Acropolis of Athens,
and adja- which was cleared (1884-89) down to the living

rock, thus revealing the Pelasgic circuit wall as
well as scant remains of a prehistoric palace with a rock-
hewn stairway to afford a rear communication as at Tiryns;*-
(2) at Halike (Halae Aixonides) on the sea southeast of
Athens, where in 1880 a cemetery like that at Pronoia

1 This work was done by the Greek government under the admirable direc-
tion of the Ephor General Kabbadias.
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yielded many Mycenaean vases; (3) at Thoricus, where the
first beehive tomb was opened in 1888 by the Ephor
Staes, who has now (1893 on) found remains of Mycenaean
and still earlier houses on the summit above the theatre,
and excavated some domed tombs of a novel form; (4)
in the Mesogeia, where the same archaeologist has discov-
ered and explored three Mycenaean cemeteries at Marko-
poulo, Brauron, and Prasiae; (5) at Aphidna (now Kapan-
driti), where Dr. Wide, a Swedish archaeologist, has explored
a burial-place of the same age; (6) at Eleusis, where bee-
hive tombs have been explored by the Ephor Philios; (7)
at Salamis (1893), where Mr. Kabbadias has explored a
cemetery of over a hundred (late) Mycenaean graves; and
finally at Aegina, where Mr. Staes has recently excavated
prehistoric dwellings near the modern town, and found
much Mycenaean pottery of the earliest as well as more ad-
vanced types. To Aegina we must, no doubt, assign also
the mysterious “ Mykenaean Treasure ” lately acquired by
the British Museum.'

In Central Greece, undoubtedly the most important dis-
covery is that of the prehistoric palace on the fortress-rock
of Gha or Goulas, rising out of the waters of Bosotias
Lake Copais. This island fort (with very much Arne or’
the form but nearly thrice the area of Mycenae)
was explored by M. de Ridder and Herr Noack in 1893;
and its walls, gates, palace, and agora— the last a unique
datum — are now as fully in evidence as the
remains of Tiryns itself. At Delphi, also, M.
Homolle has made Mycenaean finds, —a small chamber-
tomb with Mycenaean vases, idols, bronze swords, razors,
and the like.

While Ithaca has not yet put in the clearest Mycenaean

1 Published by Mr. Evans in the Journal of Hellenic Studies (1893).

Delphi
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credentials, its neighbor Kephallenia is now an accredited
outpost of that civilization as shown by a beehive
and three chamber tombs recently described by
Dr. Wolters.!

In the Aegean, again, Crete is in a fair way to contest
the Mycenaean primacy with Mycenae itself. Without any
thorough-going explorations, we have already in
evidence there fortress and palace (at Knossos),
Cyclopean roads, beehive tombs, Mycenaean pottery, and
particularly great numbers of engraved gems (the so-called
~ island stones), often bearing pictographic or alphabetic
symbols which are clearly pre-Phoenician. And Mr. Evans
now announces® his further discovery in the Diktaion
Antron (the legendary birthplace of Zeus) of “a formal
inscription dating, at a moderate computation, some six cen-
turies earlier than the earliest Hellenic writing, and at least
three centuries older than the earliest Phoenician.”

In concluding this rapid survey, we return to Troy.
There, in 1893-94, Dr. Dérpfeld found in the sixth stratum
— four layers above the Burnt City which Schlie-
mann explored — the acropolis of the Mycenaean
age, and so, if ever there was such, the Pergamos of Priam.
Of this momentous discovery a fuller account will be given
in Appendix A.

As the outcome of all these discoveries and the studies
based upon them, there stands revealed a distinct and

o homogeneous civilization, — a civilization so sin-
A distinet .-

Hellenic gular in ma.ny'aspects that scholarx.; have bee.n

slow to see in it a phase of unfolding Hellenic
- culture. At first, indeed, it was pronounced exotic and
barbarous ; but the wider the area laid under contribution

Kephallenia

Crete

‘Troy

1 Ath. Mitth., 18%4.
2 Academy, June 13, 1896.
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and brought into comparison, the stronger has grown the
evidence, if not the demonstration, of its substantially in-
digenous and Hellenic character. To-day archaeologists
generally, while allowing more or less for foreign influence,
hold to this Hellenic view (if it may be so called); and it
is hoped that the present work will contribute somewhat
to its full demonstration. .

While other terms (as Achaean and Aegean) have been
proposed, it seems desirable for the present to adhere to
that name for this civilization which is at once o torm
suggested by its earliest known and (so far as yet Mveensesn
ascertained) its chief seat, Mycenae. And to the authors
and bearers of this civilization throughout Greece, we must -
apply the same term — Mycenaean. - For while Mycenaean
culture has left its landmarks, as we have seen, from one
end of Greece to the other, as well as on the islands and
coasts of the Aegean, there has been handed down to us
no inclusive name for the primitive occupants of this wide
area.

The present work aims to exhibit in the fullest view now
possible the life and culture of the Mycenaean age. As
the central hearth of that civilization and the g, .
repository of its main extant monuments, Mycenae ti* ok
itself will naturally claim the first attention, but we shall
also include in our survey whatever may seem pertinent
and important in any part of the Greek world.



CHAPTER II
THE FORTRESS-CITY

INn an age which looked on war as the only liberal
profession,' the fenced city must have been the prime
.. concern. So the hilltops of Hellas, often for-

The primi- e 171 .
tive Hill- bidding enough by nature, were turned into
frowning castles, each the seat of a Basileus lord-
ing it over a realm sometimes as wide as he could readily
watch with his own eyes, sometimes — as in Argolis —
with two or three rival royal perches within the range of
vision. Of these ancient hill-forts, the Acrocorinthos and
the Athenian Acropolis are perhaps the noblest examples —
the first, with” its beetling brow a thousand feet in air,
standing sentinel at the gates of the Peloponnese; the
second hardly half as lofty, but with a matchless distinc-
tion in its free and queenly relief above the Attic Plain.
Both these rocks, however, have had too long a history to
serve our purpose as types of the Mycenaean stronghold.
On each the Hellenic race, in its more perfect bloom,
covered up in great measure the monuments of the Heroic
Age; and on each the Roman, Frank, and Ottoman have
taken turns in wasting or burying the work of Greek
hands, historic and prehistoric alike. It was Wven worse
with Thebes and Megara, where the rock was cleared

1 In Homer, the agora is occasionally xudidveipa; but the epithet is still
the peculiar, as it must have been at an earlier day the exclusive, property of
udxn.
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afresh for each new occupation and nothing noble but the
rock is left. Troy fared better, for each new-comer merely
leveled up and built again on the old foundations ; but for
that very reason we cannot at Hissarlik isolate the Heroic
Age and study it by itself.

It was the good fortune of the old Achaean capital, on
the other hand, to perish in the height of its bloom and to
rest almost undisturbed in its buried glory until Tirros aud
Schliemann’s spade uncovered it twenty years Mm”
ago. By its fortunate catastrophe, Mycenae
remains the well-nigh perfect type of the ancient fortress
city. And where the lines are blurred we have but to
look across the plain to her elder sister Tiryns, equaled
with her in fate if not in fame, to round out the picture.
It is Tiryns and Mycenae, then,—and in this order for
reasons that will presently appear, —that we are now
to study.

As we havz said, the Hellenic hilltops in Heroic times
were so many frowning castles, but the choice of the hill-
top was conditioned not only by the security it piice of
offered but by the corn-land it guarded. It was ®ite
conditioned, too, as a rule by its relation to the sea, without
the daily sight of which no Hellene — unless he were also
an Arcadian —could ever feel quite at home. Now a
glance at the map of Argolis' will show at once the
singular attraction which the Argive plain must have
offered in all these aspects.

Among all the sheltered bays of the Peloponnese, no
other cuts so deep as the Gulf of Argos. Nothing but the
mountain ranges, with their eternal “thus far ., 5 .
and no farther,” fence it off on either side, but °f Argos
at its head it has left a bit of plain with a sunny southern

! See Plate II.
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exposure to break the rugged mountain circuit. It is
this bay and this plain which formal Greek history first
associates with the commerce of the East. In the opening
pages of Herodotus, we find the peddling buccaneers of
Tyre holding their bazaar on this coast and winding up
their week’s business by kidnapping the king’s daughter
and some of her maids. Thus broke out the eternal
Eastern question, in which the siege of Troy is a mere
episode, as are Marathon and Salamis and Navarino.

Fig. 2. Tiryns: Palace Wall on right, Mountains in distance

The Plain of Argos, thus inviting to early commerce, is
thick sown with heroic legends and crowded with heroic
The Argive Strongholds. At the eastern extremity rises the
Fo impregnable rock of Palamedes, ¢ the Gibraltar
of Greece,” as Tozer calls it, guarding the rocky headland
on which Nauplia is built; across the plain, on the north-
west, looms its counterpart, — the steep, sharp Larissa of
Argos, — with a city that has never ceased to exist lying at
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its foot. Between Argos and Nauplia, and less than three
miles from the latter, lies Tiryns on a rock that hardly
breaks the general level; while at the head of the plain —
on a mountain spur, indeed, that rises 912 feet above the
sea and is further sheltered by a background of mountains
twice and thrice as high — perches secluded Mycenae.
And, finally, between Mycenae and Tiryns, on the north-
eastern side of the plain, rises Mideia. Of these five
hill-forts, the round of which might be made in an easy
day’s walk, the beginnings are all lost in antiquity.
Strategically, the Larissa of Argos dominates the plain
watered by the Inachos, and tradition points to it as the
original stronghold of the district, the seat of the
first Pelasgian king Phoroneus as of the later Danaids.
Mycenae, on’ the other hand, seems placed not for defense
but for aggression. Curtius has likened it to Deceleia in
its relation to the Attic plain, and Steffen holds that a
mighty Mycenae so near Argos points to hostile relations
between the two. The same holds true of Tiryns; and
such relations between the Proitids of Argos and the
Perseid founders of Tiryns, Mycenae and Mideia are
again attested by the legends. Nauplia, too, occupies a
. threatening position, and tradition makes it an outpost of
Eastern commerce.

These considerations, strategic and legendary, have led
Steffen to the hypothesis that a warlike seafaring race, the
Perseidae, got a foothold on the Gulf of Argos Strategic
at Nauplia and Tiryns; then advancing estab- sition of
lished forts at Mideia and Mycenae on the edge
of the plain from which to operate against the autoch-
thons in their fastness at Argos. For Mycenae, a second
epoch opens with the advent of the Pelopids. In these
we recognize another group of Asiatic immigrants, coming
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overland by Macedonia and the Isthmus, and pushing on
into the plain of the Inachos, where they seize upon the
old Perseid fort at Mycenae and make of it a mighty
fortress to be the base of further aggression. The hy-
pothesis rests, specially, on two observations: first, the
coexistence in the Mycenae circuit wall of the rude Cyclo-
pean with the more advanced masonry, the former ascribed
to the Perseid founders, the latter to the Pelopid con-
querors ; second, the network of ancient roads connecting
Mycenae with Corinth, and pointing to Corinth as the
northern base of which the Pelopid Mycenae was an
outpost.

However this may have been, it was under the Pelopid
line that Mycenae rose to her Homeric eminence as a city
well built, with broad streets and rich in gold. Under
Agamemnon it has become the seat of an Achaean empire,
including “all Argos and many isles,” with a sort of suzer-
Mycone in ainty over the Hellenic world. At the same time
logend and Diomed is still Basileus at Argos, only nine

miles distant. But Agamemnon, after leading the
Panachaean host to Ilios and ultimate success, comes home
to find his doom at his own hearth; and the rest of his
line fall upon evil days. Only two generations after Troy,
the Dorians, pushing their slow but sure march southward,
appear as the second conquering race ‘before the Lions’
Gate. How long these mighty walls withstood them we
cannot know, but at last the Achaean castles fell, the
palaces with their splendid decorations and appointments
perished in the flames, and little of Achaean splendor was
left save in the mighty walls and in the hidden tombs.
The new lords saw what we have seen, that the key of the
plain was not Mycenae or Tiryns, but the impregnable
Larissa, and on or under that they took their post. Argos
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THE FORTRESS-CITY 17

once more became a capital; and while Tiryns and
Mycenae were not actually blotted out they must have
been but feeble dependencies.

Still there was a remnant left to have a hand in the
crowning glory of the Hellenic race. In the great struggle
with the Persian, Dorian Argos, for good reason 1, pyrsian
or bad, held aloof from the national cause; but “*™
eighty men of Mycenae marched with Leonidas to Ther-
mopylae, and a year later at Plataea, Mycenae and Tiryns
together mustered 400 strong.' For this noble stand their
names were inscribed, together with those of the other
cities which had united in the national defense, on the
offerings dedicated by the Greeks at Olympia and Delphi;
and on one of these we can still read them. It is the
serpent-column which once supported the tripod of gold,
— that unique soldiers’ monument set up at Delphi nearly
twenty - four centuries ago and now standing with the
glorious muster-roll upon its coils in the Hippodrome at
Constantinople.

But this very distinction sealed Mycenae’s fate. Hardly
a decade later (468 B.c.), the jealous Argives besieged
and took the place, and the inhabitants were
scattered, —some to Cleonae, some to Keryneia by t_thr:yed
in Achaea, others as far as Macedonia. If we e
are to believe the ancient writers, — Strabo, Diodorus, and
Pausanias, — the destruction was complete, and Mycenae
remained a solitude from that time on. But we are in
a position to correct their statements. Inscriptions found
upon the spot show that in the third century B. c., Argos
planted a colony of her own within the deserted walls,
where it remained for some centuries; and other inscrip-
tions recently unearthed tell of “a transplanting of the

1 Herodotus, vii. 202 ; ix. 28.



18 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

inhabitants by Nabis, tyrant of Sparta, to Lacedaemon, and
of their subsequent return to their country, and inform
" us of their government and tribal divisions.” !

With this necessarily brief sketch of their topography
and history, we proceed to a detailed study of our two
typical hill-forts. And we begin with Tiryns, not only be-
cause it is traditionally and actually the older, but because
it stands simply for the fortress and palace in contrast
with the bewildering complex of interests crowding upon
the attention at Mycenae. )

In its site, Tiryns hardly deserves the name of acropolis.
Indeed, it approaches the type of Arne rather than of
Tiryus: its A thens ; for it is nothing but a long low limestone
ridge, rising out of what is now a level plain and
was once a morass, as most of the ground lying between it
and the sea (hardly a mile distant) is to this day. Over
this marshy tract the fleur-de-lis runs riot, and all about
Tiryns tobacco grows rank, while right under its mighty
walls the grounds of Capodistria’s short-lived agricultural
school are a wilderness of fruit trees outvying in variety
the orchards of Alcinous. In its present aspect, the sea
plain certainly does not bear out Aristotle’s statement, that
at the time of the Trojan War it could support but few
inhabitants on account of its marshy soil, while the land
about Mycenae was fertile and valued accordingly.?

The limestone ridge which bears the fortress is about 328
yards long and 129 wide, or a little less in area than the
Athenian Acropolis; it rises gradually from its northeast
extremity to a height at the southern end of 59 feet above
the surface of the plain and 72 feet above the sea level.
By means of substructions and embankments the whole

" 1 Gardner, New Chapters of Greek History, p. 18.
2 Meteor. i. 14.
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ridge was fashioned into three terraces, which we may term
the Lower, the Middle, and the Upper Citadel. ¢ ..
The whole of the upper citadel is occupied by the wails
palace, and this part alone is included in the detailed plan
(Plate VIIL) ; but as the sketch plan (Plate VI.) shows, the
wall continues further to the north, and incloses the whole
ridge with its three terraces. The entire circuit is of Cyclo-
pean masonry ; that is to say, of huge masses of rock either
unwrought or roughly dressed with the hammer and piled
one upon another, not quite irregularly, as has been held,
but with an effort at horizontal jointing and with the use of
clay mortar (now mostly washed out) as a bedding mate-
ral.' The huge limestone blocks so impressed Pausanias?
that he declared that a yoke of mules could not stir the
smallest of them. This is an exaggeration, yet there are
actually found blocks as much as 10 feet long and more
than a yard square. The wall varies from 16 to 57 feet
in thickness, and around the lower citadel, where best pre-
served, it is still standing to a height of 24} feet.

The chief entrance is on the east or landward side, and
is approached by a gradually ascending ramp, 19 feet 4
inches broad, which starts some distance north,
and is carried along the wall on a substructure of
Cyclopean masonry until it attains the level of the upper
terrace. Here, at the north-east cormer of the upper
citadel, the wall is pierced, but without either threshold or
posts to indicate the presence of a gate. Thus the entrance
appears to have been simply an open passageway. To
reach it an assailant had to make his way for a considerable

trances

1 « All the walls of Tiryns are built with clay mortar, and this mortar,
wherever it is wanting now in the joints, has been removed by rain or other
agencies.” — Dirpfeld, Tiryns, p. 337.

2 Pausanias, ii. 25, 8.
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distance along the ramp exposed to missiles from the wall
above him, and then on entering he would find himself in a
cul-de-sac between the fortress wall without and the palace
inclosure within, while the real fortress gate was still
before him.! Of this gate the great stone threshold (43}
feet broad and 10} feet long) and the massive parastades
or gate-posts (10} feet high) are still in place, though the

Fig. 3. Postern at Tiryns

outside post is broken off above and the lintel has disap-
peared. The uprights are not mere squared blocks, but in
the outer side a special door-rebate (of one foot on each
jamb) or door-case is wrought, against which the great
doors rested. Halfway up (five feet above the sill), the
inner jamb is bored to the depth of 16 inches; while the
outer one is bored clear through. Thus the bolt could be
shot back through this jamb into the circuit wall and quite
out of the way when the gate was open. If the gate to

! In plan and dimensions,so far as can now be made out, it corresponded
closely with the Lions’ Gate, which, being completely preserved, will afford a
better description. (See page 29.)
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Achilles’ quarters in the camp at Troy ' took a bar like this
(say 15 feet long and 6} inches in diameter), it is no wonder
it required three Achaeans to ram it home.

Nearly opposite the main entrance, on the west side
of the citadel, there was found in 1884 an entrance
scarcely less important (T). This is a postern p . ana
gate, in a semicircular projection of the wall. ™ckstairs
It is 6} feet wide, and communicates with a stone stair-
way leading up to the Middle Citadel and thence to the
rear of the palace. The first 20 steps of this staircase are
cut in the living rock, and in all 65 steps are preserved.
This gate and staircase served partly to facilitate commu-
nication between the acropolis and the lower city, partly as
a sally-port in case of siege, and its construction rendered
it absolutely impregnable. A similar staircase has been dis-
covered in the north side of the Acropolis of Athens, near
the scanty remains of a palace contemporary with those of

Mycenae and Tiryns. In addition to these two entrances,-

there were two others,—a postern entering the middle
citadel on the west and another to the lower citadel on the
north.

But the most remarkable, if not the unique, feature of the
fortress architecture at Tiryns is the galleries. There are
two of them, one in the south wall, the other in
the southernmost section of the east wall, with a
staircase leading down to each; but of these staircases the
one leading to the southern gallery (D) alone remains.
This staircase ends in a narrow corridor (C) upon which
open five chambers (BB). The other gallery is composed
of a similar corridor and six chambers. The chambers and
corridors are vaulted in the Mycenaean manner; that is
to say, above a given height (say 6 feet) the stones of the

1 Jliad, xxiv. 450 ff.

eries
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parallel walls begin to overlap gradually, and so form a roof
shaped like a pointed arch.! These galleries were ob-
viously designed for storing provisions, munitions of war,
and the like. The southern gallery lies at a level of 24 feet
6 inches below the surface of the upper citadel. The cor-
ridor is some 50 feet long, and from 5 feet to 5 feet 7 inches
broad; at the west end it is completely closed; the east end

Fig. 4. Perspective View of Gallery

is lighted by a sort of window which, starting with the full
breadth of the corridor, narrows down to a four-inch loop-
hole. The two chambers on the west have a depth of 17}
feet, the three on the east of only 14} feet, while the uni-
form breadth is about 10} feet, with partition walls 6} feet
thick. The six chambers in the eastern wall are somewhat
smaller, and the corridor — whose southern end-wall is now
broken down — appears to have been closed at both ends.

1 «From within, the roofs of these galleries look like real vaults of pointed
arches, whereas they are really not vaults at all. Some stones, indeed, may
exercise an inward thrust, and in some places the uppermost stone may really

act as the keystone of an arch ; but these galleries cannot be regarded as real
arches because, generally speaking, there is no lateral thrust.” — Dérpfeld,

Tiryns, p. 83.
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Extraordinary as is this construction, it is not absolutely
unique. It occurs in the Punic cities of North Africa,
notably at Carthage. So close is the correspondence that
Dr. Dorpfeld at first found himself constrained to accept it
as “a proof that both [Tiryns and Carthage] were erected
by Phoenician builders.” At Carthage, indeed, the corridors
lie outside the chambers, and the chambers are not square
tut rounded. ¢ Still the conformity goes so far that the
length and breadth of the chambers in Byrsa (the Cartha-
ginian citadel) almost exactly recur in'the two central
rooms of the southern wall of Tiryns.”!

But the legends of Tiryns point consistently to Lyecia.
It is from Lycia that Proitos fetches the Cyclopes to build
his walls, as well as the queen to share his throne; and
Lycia, in its advanced civilization and artistic creativeness,
is “ the precursor and mtodel of the Hellenes,” although a
Semitic element — the Solymi — is early established there.
We may then assume that Phoenician and Lycian alike,
in Africa and in Argolis, are employing a construction
borrowed from an earlier Asiatic race. This is Dorpfeld’s

own alternative,’ though he regards it as the less likely.

one.
But the circuit of the Cyclopes now above ground is
not the oldest work here. A much earlier settlement is
attested not only by finds of pottery of the g, ..
primitive Trojan type, but also by traces of ear- °ccoPotion
lier buildings on the Middle Citadel and under the Palace.®

1 See Dorpfeld, ib., p. 324, where ground-plans are figured and compared.

2 Tiryns, p. 325.

3 «The existence of an older, settlement in Tiryns is therefore certain, but of
its size and form we know hardly anything. We do not even know whether
it was surrounded with a wall. For I regard it as certain that the gigantic
wall which is still preserved does not belong to the earlier settlement, but
was built at the same time as the stately palace.” — Dérpfeld, Tiryns, p. 252.



24 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

This primeval Tiryns — if we are to credit Eustathius —
was simply a fishermen’s shelter, and so named Halieis.

It would be readily brushed away by the Lycian giants, to

whom the neighboring limestone hills would offer good
quarries. Those quarries and certain blocks in the walls
still show us how they wrought. ¢The blocks of stone
(says Dorpfeld) were probably loosened by metal wedges or
simple pick-axes, the limestone being stratified in regular
layers and very loosely. Bored holes, which are found in
several blocks of the castle wall, prove, however, that the
stones were partly obtained by other methods. We sup-
pose that the holes, as well as the mortises in the pilaster
blocks, were made with wimbles, then filled with dry sticks
of wood, and that finally, by wetting the wood, the stones
were cleft. Almost all the stones, before being used, had
been wrought on one or several faces with a pick-hammer.
Thus the walls of Tiryns must be spoken of as composed
not of unhewn, but of roughly dressed stones. And in

most places the several layers of stone run in pretty exact.

horizontal lines.”

After quarrying and dressing, these huge blocks had yet

to be transported the better part of a mile, and raised to
their places: a task requiring something like the force and
organization it must have taken to rear the Pyramids, with
which Pausanias declares these walls to be worthy of com-
parison. , -

In sharp contrast with Tiryns, Mycenae is a veritable
mountain fastness. Instead of morasses, a rocky, arid
Myoemao:  Tégion lies before it and two lofty summits rise
ita site behind it, while the mightier mountain wall to
the north-west is broken only by the narrow defile through
which flows the Cephisus, followed by the wagon-road- and
railway. The fortress rock itself, which rises to an eleva-
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tion of 912 feet above the sea, is buttressed on the north-
east by Mt. St. Elias (2,640 feet high), and on the southeast
by Mt. Zara (2,160 feet). Their spurs fall together east
of the acropolis and are separated from it only by a slight
depression. Between Mycenae and Mt. Zara a deep nar-
row gorge, the Chavos, like a mighty moat guards the
fortress. On the north the castle rock is less precipitous,
but hardly less secure, being severed from the base of St.
Elias by another natural moat, the ravine Kokoretsa.
On the east the access is easy; while in front lies a depres-
sion defined on the west by a long ridge -— the main street
of the lower town — which bears, in the main, from south
to north, and then bends a little to the east, where it meets
the north-west corner of the acropolis.

The acropolis is inclosed by a strong wall, following the
natural configuration of the ground and so approximating
the form of an equilateral triangle. This wall is g,
preserved more or less completely in its entire “*!
circuit, save only where a landslip has swept away a sec-
tion of the line above the Chavos.

In its construction we distinguish three orders of masonry
—not all of them contemporaneous, but obviously due in
part to alterations and repairs made at different 5, ,
dates. Far the greater part of the circuit is Jrersof
built, like the entire wall of Tiryns, in the so- CYeloren
called Cyclopean masonry, though the blocks here are less
massive as a rule than at the older fort.

The second order is the rectangular or ashlar masonry,
which prevails in later Greek architecture. It employs
great hewn stones, placed one upon another in
horizontal courses, so disposed that the vertical
joints of one course shall not coincide with those of the
course immediately above or beneath. Such is the masonry

Regular
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of the approaches to the two fortress gates (illustrated in
the view of the Lions’ Gate, Plate I.), and of a tower in
the south-eastern wall. Strictly speaking, however, only the
outer faces of these sections are thus built, the core-structure
consisting, as in the first system, of unhewn stones bonded
with clay. Thus ashlar masonry is employed solely as a
facing, partly to dignify the great portal and its accessories,
partly, no doubt, because it offered no foothold to an
escalading foe, as would the Cyclopean with its great gaps ;
while the core of the wall, as well as the inner face, was
built in the simpler and less expensive fashion. It follows
that the Cyclopean, though certainly the earlier by origin,
continued in use along with the regular masonry, and the
employment of the one or the other, taken by itself, does
not enable us always to determine with certainty the rela-
tive age of a building. Moreover, the rectangular masonry
in the architecture of the acropolis of Mycenae is still far
from perfect, for there are spaces between the joints filled
up by smaller stones, the courses are not always quite hori-
zontal, and the vertical joints are sometimes found in the
same line.!

A third order is the so-called polygonal, which employs
stones carefully hewn into polygons with unequal sides,
and so closely joined that there are no gaps and
consequently no bonding with small stones or
mortar. That this masonry is much later than either of
the others is apparent on its face and admits of positive
proof. It is found in three places,—at the north-east
corner of the circuit wall; again to the north-west of the
Lions’ Gate ; and, finally, below the middle of the western
wall (H in the Plan). This last section is still standing to
its full height of some 56 feet, and is usually called a

1 See Schliemann’s Tiryns, Adler’s introduction, xiv.

Polygonal
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tower, although it does not project beyond the line of the
wall (see photographic view, Fig. 5). Excavations now
have shown that this so-called tower was simply raised at a
late day as a supporting wall for the terrace. On the inside
it is left without any facing, for the reason that it was built
snug against ancient houses of different dates — the ear-
Liest lying at a depth of 26 to 33 feet, and belonging to

Fig. 5. The “ Polygonal Tower ” (Mycenae)

the Mycenaean age (F in the Plan). It is clear now that
these ruins had either been already covered with débris
before the tower was built, or they were so buried at the
time, thus hiding the rough inner face of the wall as it
rose. This polygonal work is, then, much more recent
than the Mycenaean epoch, probably antedating by no long
time the destruction of Mycenae by the Argives in 468 B. c.
If the “tower,” with other repairs in the same masonry,
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may be ascribed to the Mycenaeans who had just borne an
honorable part at Thermopylae and Plataea, we may discover
in them further provocation for the jealousy of Argos.

The original height of the wall was not uniform, but
varied with the contour of the rock. As noted above, the
Strength of  50-called polygonal tower rises to a height of 56
walls . feet, but this is undoubtedly exceptional. Again,
the wall is not of uniform thickness, but in the portions still
intact it varies from 10 to 25 feet. It seems to have been
strongest at two points, namely, in the north line and in the
eastern half of the southern side, where the state of the
ruins (according to Schuchhardt) indicates “an original
thickness of as much as 46 feet.”” These stronger sections
of the circuit were once supposed to have been pierced with
galleries, such as we find at Tiryns, where they clearly served
as magazines for storing supplies and munitions of war.
But the excavations now (1895) show that no such gallery
exists or has ever existed in the walls still standing at
Mycenae, whatever may have been the case with the sec-
tions that have been destroyed. There are, it is true,
several passages of the same “ vaulted ”” construction with the
corridors at Tiryns; but corridors, in the strict sense, they
are not, for there are no chambers to give them a raison
d’étre. One of them (L in Plan) is simply a secret exit;
and another (K) is now found to be an entrance to a tunnel
communicating with a hidden reservoir outside the walls.!

The fortress has two gates, — one piercing the west
front near the north-west corner (A in the Plan) the other
Entrances: 10 the northern wall not far from its eastern
Lions Gate extremity. The first is the famous Lions’ Gate
(Plate 1.). It is approached by a gradually ascending
roadway, 50 feet long and some 28 feet wide, bounded on

1 See p. 40 for a full account of this unique arrangement.
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the left as one enters by the circuit wall, and on the right
by a nearly parallel wall which forms part of a large quad-
rangular bastion. Through this narrow passage, affording
room for not more than seven men abreast, an enemy would
have to approach the gate exposed to a rain of missiles in
front and on both flanks ; and on clearing the gate he would
find himself shut up in a small court 13 feet square and
opening on the citadel by a passage only 7 feet wide.

The gateway is nearly quadrangular, with a height of
10 feet 4 inches, and a width of 9 feet 10 inches to 9 feet,
narrowing upward as usual with the doors of the period.
The gate-posts, the threshold, and the lintel are great
blocks of breccia, showing clearly the traces of the saw by
which they were cut out of the quarry. In threshold and
lintel we still see the sockets in which the pivots of the
double gate turned. For the ancient door in general dif-
fered from the modern in this, that, instead of hingeing on
the jamb, it was mortised to an axis of its own in the shape
of a vertical beam which projected above and below it, and
fitted into two sockets cut in the threshold and lintel
respectively. The wooden uprights did not work directly
in the grooves, but were shod with bronze pivots—an
example of which has been found in the socket of a doorsill
in the Tiryns palace. There are several sockets also in the
gate-posts, and one of them, a large square hole in the
right-hand post, must have served to receive the strong bar
or cross-beam used to bolt the door on the inside.

Above the gate, the wall is not built up solid, but the
successive courses on either side overlap until they meet in
a sort of pointed arch (as already described) and g j;eving
thus leave a great triangular opening. This is ®P*°°
designed to lighten the otherwise enormous pressure upon
the lintel, for even that massive block — it is some 15 feet
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long by 7 wide and 31 thick — could hardly have supported
the superincumbent weight of a solid Cyclopean wall. The
pressure thus relieved, the space is closed by a single slab 10
feet high, 12 feet long at the base, and only 2 feet thick.
This was a favorite device with the Mycenaean builder, and
we shall meet with it again in the great vaulted tombs.

The triangular slab is of native limestone and bears the
famous relief which gives the gate its name. It represents
The Lion WO lions standing heraldically opposed, each with
Relief the fore paws planted on an altarlike pedestal.
The lions are parted by a column with the upward swell
peculiar to Mycenaean architecture, and crowned with a
curious capital and entablature. Over the abacus runs a
row of four disks surmounted by a second plate like the
abacus. The disks obviously represent the ends of timbers
laid close together on a beam (the abacus) and then covered
over with cross-planks. Thus we have the section of a
timber roof or ceiling translated into stone. The heads
of the lions (now missing) were not of a piece with the
bodies, but wrought separately, as is clear from the dowel
holes in the necks, where they were bolted on. They
must have been turned so as to face the visitor, friend or
foe, as he approached from without: the space hardly ad-
mits of any other treatment. Colors may have been applied
to accentuate certain parts of the body and to indicate the
mane, as well as to relieve the column which in its present
simplicity offers a marked contrast to the ornate pillar
of the period as known to us in other examples. Until
recently the lion relief was regarded as the oldest work of
sculpture on Greek soil : while it can no longer claim this
priority, it is still perhaps the most remarkable of its kind
and age. But of its place in the history of art we shall
have occasion to speak later. Here we are concerned only
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with its office in the economy of the fortress. Whether we
take the relief as profoundly symbolic or (perhaps with bet-
ter reason) as purely decorative, the lions seem fitly chosen
and happily placed. They remind us of “the golden
hounds and silver, which Hephaestus wrought by his cun-
ning to guard the palace of great-hearted Alcinous” ;' only
there seems a more truly Hellenic felicity in this choice
of the king of beasts to guard the gates of the King of
Men.

Designs akin to the lion-relief occur on other contem-
porary monuments, particularly on many engraved gems.
On a gem of this kind recently picked up by Dr. g grea
Tsountas in a tomb at Lower Mycenae, the subject &
is repeated (Fig. 131), but the animals are griffins instead
of lions, and the pillar has a spiral fluting. . But the most
interesting analogy is afforded by the colossal lions carved
above the doors of the rock-sepulchres of Phrygla, in atti-
tudes very like that of the Mycenae group.’

The postern in the north wall (B in Plan and Fig. 6)

a smaller gate, but of similar construction. Here the ap-
proach between the wall and tower is but 10 feet
wide, while the opening (for a single door) meas-
ures but 5 feet 11 inches on the ground and 5 feet 4 inches
at the top. Contrary to the general rule, however, the tri-
angular arrangement over the lintel is not employed.?

ostern

1 Odyssey, vii. 88 f.

* Ramsay, Jour. Hellen. Stud., ix. 369; Perrot and Chipiez, Hist. of Art in
Phrygia, p. 177.

3 Schliemann (Myc., p. 36), Adler (Tiryns, xvii.), and Schuchhardt (p. 143)
all credit this gate with the usual triangular relieving slab. But, in fact, the
space left was rectangular (as shown in the photographic view, Fig. 6), and
this is filled with two rectangular slabs,—before and behind, — leaving a
vacuum between them of 8 to 10 inches deep. Over these slabs the Cyclopean
wall continues. The ordinary device for relieving the pressure on the lintel
was evidently not considered necessary here, as the gate is so narrow.
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This postern has been called the ¢ Water Gate,” and
with especial propriety. For, as the most recent investiga-
tions' show, at the time of its erection it was very
near the north-east corner of the circuit wall and
50 in the closest practicable proximity to the springs lying

Other exits

Fig. 6. Postern Gate of Mycenae

to the east and north-east of the fortress. Subsequently,
as now appears, the fortress was enlarged in this direction
(as well as in front) and the new walls extending some
eighty feet farther east were pierced at three points: first,
with the passage (K) already mentioned, and again with a
small postern in the north-east corner — discovered only in
1895 — and a like postern opposite this on the south.

The castle circuit was the dwelling-place of the king
and his retainers only, while the people lived without on
the adjacent slopes and ridges. Moreover, as the remains

1 Tsountas, Jahrd. des Arch. Inst., 1895, p. 146.
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of houses and the grave-yards indicate, the lower town
was not a continuous settlement but composed of groups
of dwellings or little villages pitched wherever Ty, 1ower
convenient sites invited. These unwalled villages ™"
were probably inhabited each by a single clan, that is to say,
by a group of families descended or claiming descent from
a common ancestor. KEach group had its adjacent ceme-
tery, and, owing to the occasional proximity of village to vil-
lage, the tombs are sometimes found in the midst of the
dwellings. In this half-rural quiet and freedom, we may
assume, the Mycenaean folk went on living until at length
it became necessary to inclose a part of the town with a
wall, because the acropolis alone no longer af-

forded room for all the population which would Y™ Wall
seek refuge there in time of danger. Before the end of
the Mycenaean age, indeed, under the pressure of the advan-

cing Dorian, the need of a fenced city for the permanent

Fig. 7. Section of Wall of Lower Town (Mycenae)

shelter of the whole people must have made itself felt. At
any rate, the town wall, of which there are but scant remains,
is obviously later than the circuit of the acropolis. This is
shown by the close joints and the use of smaller stones in
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its construction, — the largest in a given section (Fig. 7)
measuring only 3} feet in length by 16 inches square. Of
course, a wall so frail has been for the most part completely
destroyed ; still we can trace the course in part with cer-
tainty. Starting from the south-west corner of the citadel
(in the Plan, its remains are noted at the point I), it at
first followed a westerly direction, then bent to the south,
keeping not far from the banks of the Chavos, and then
again to the west. Its further course is very uncertain, but
it seems to have turned to the north and followed the crest
of the ridge (on which the chapel of Panagia now stands),
until it rejoined the acropolis wall at its north-west corner.
At the southern extremity, near the spot known as Makry
Lithari, there are traces of a gate, as there must have been
others at various points.

In Homer Mycenae is a médig edpudyvia, that is to say, a
city of broad streets; and the epithet is not out of place as
applied to the suburban settlements. Between
the separate villages, each composed of but few
houses, and possibly between the several houses, once ran
broad country roads. Not so, indeed, within the walls of
the fortress and the town, where we cannot look for either
regular or broad streets. In fact, in the excavations of the
acropolis, streets were traced sometimes hardly 5 feet in
breadth, and near the polygonal tower (to the right of the
remains of a house marked F in the Plan) we have found a
narrow flight of 32 stone steps, which do not belong to a
house, but form a street of stairs leading up to the higher
levels of the fortress. Just such staircase streets, hewn in
the living rock, may be seen in many Greek towns to-day.
For all that, there was, even within the acropolis, one
broad road, in part indeed a carriageway. It started at the
Lions’ Gate, and winding first south and then east, at a

Streets
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steep grade, ended at the foot of the ascent to the palace
(M). The first section is over 16 feet broad and is, as far
as now preserved, entirely artificial, being composed of four
successive layers, first of stones and earth, second of large
stones, third of pebbles, and finally of earth. This road-
bed is supported on the right as one ascends, where the
ground slopes away precipitously, by a Cyclopean wall.
We shall see farther on that this made section of the road
lay originally outside of the acropolis, to which it served as
an ascent. When afterwards included in the acropolis,
it formed an extension, as it were, of a longer road, which
ran through the lower town from Makry Lithari to the
Lions’ Gate.

But the fortress-city required not only internal but exter-
nal communications, and we find in fact a network of Cyclo-
pean highways in the main binding together .
Mycenae and Corinth. The traces of these roads rosds
were discovered and noted by Captain Steffen, who gives a
clear account of them in the text accompanying his excel-
lent maps.! )

One of these highways, starting apparently from the gate
near Makry Lithari, led a short distance to the south, and
there crossing the Chavos by a Cyclopean bridge, half of
which still remains, continued to the Heraion, some three
miles distant.” The Lions’ Gate was the starting-point of
three other roads. Of these the first ran north-west to the
bed of the Cephissus, where it forked — the left branch
probably leading to Nemea and Phlius, and the right to
Cleonae and Corinth ; the second was the short cut across

1 Karten von Mykenai, Erliutender Text, Berlin, 1884.

2 This was the Sacred Way to the uational sanctuary, if we may ascribe
to Mycenaean times the beginnings of the Hera cult on the spot where Myce-
naean occupation is amply attested by beehive tombs —some of them but
recently explored by the American School.
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the mountains to Cleonae, whence it also went on to Cor-
inth ; the third and easternmost — again a mountain road
to Corinth — passed through the district of Tenea near
the hamlets Hagionori, Kleniae, and Chiliomodi.! These
roads are 12 or 13 feet wide, and along the mountain-
sides they are cut in the rock or supported by Cyclopean
masonry, with frequent cross-drains (every two paces) to
carry off the rainfall (Fig. 8). The mountain rills and
ravines were bridged with the same Cyclopean masonry

——

Fig. 8. Cyclopean Road, showing Drains

which prevailed in the fortress walls, the courses converg-
ing, as in the corridors and chambers of Tiryns, to form
the pointed arch, and being finally covered by a single
block. As a single span of this construction afforded but
a narrow water-course, we usually find several channels left
through the bottom course of masonry to relieve the
pressure on the main opening (Fig. 9). The narrowness
of these roads, and the fact that they nowhere offer turn-
outs for passing teams, as well as the exceedingly steep

1 «In diesem Wege haben wir also vermuthlich die Hauptetappenstrasse der
Mykenaier fiir ibre Verbindung mit Korinth zu suchen.” — Steffen, I c. p. 8.
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grade (as much as 30-40°) where bridges or hills are to be
crossed, all indicate that they were intended rather for beasts
of burden than for wagon-traffic. Nevertheless light char-

Fig. 9. Cyclopean Bridge near Epidaurus

iots drawn by two horses could certainly pass over them.
Even this was no small matter in a difficult mountain
region, intersected by frequent torrents; and the three
different roads to Corinth witness the great and prime
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importance which the Mycenaeans attached to easy com-
" munication with that city.

Along some of the roads we still see ruins of towers and
and forts 1o Other fortifications intended for their protection.
guard them  The most important of these is the fort on the
lofty summit of St. Elias, which served at the same time as
a watch-tower and beacon-station — commanding a wide
prospect in all directions, and with its signal-fires warning
the town betimes of an approaching foe. The essential
part of this fort is a small castle crowning the almost inac-
cessible summit, 2640 feet above the sea. This is sur-
rounded, wherever the rock is not too precipitous, by a se-
ries of walls at different levels, inclosing a space some 700
feet in circumference. Within these outworks rude houses
were built for the garrison, and communication was main-
tained, by means of a small gate on the north-east side, with
a fort commanding a spring of water on the Corinth road.
From this eminence the whole Argolic plain and gulf and
the mountain region to Corinth and beyond can readily be
watched.

There are several towers which Steffen would connect
with these Mycenaean roads; they do not, however, in fact
belong to the Mycenaean age, but were probably built much
later by the Dorian rulers of Argos. This is certainly true
of the polygonal towers near Phichtia, which guard the en-
trance from Phlius and Cleonae into Argolis, and which are
bardly older than the sixth century B.c. Contemporaneous
with them are fortifications found in other parts of Argo-
lis — for example, the so-called Pyramid of Kenchreae (south
of Argos),! and a small fort crowning a rocky hill at Ko-
phini, near Epidaurus.

! Probably nothing but a watch-tower, though taken by some for a monu-
mental tomb. At the base it measures about 40 by 50 feet, and a narrow
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We have now to consider the watersupply, aqueducts
and drainage. There are few springs in Mycenae, and
only one with an abundant flow. It is situated 390 yards
east of the citadel, and an aqueduct now carries Water
the water from it down to the village of Char- supply: the

Perseia
vati. This spring is doubtless the Perseia, which
the traveler Pausanias mentions as “in the ruins of My-
cenae,” thus indicating that in his time the water was

Fig. 10. The so-called Pyramid of Kenchreae

conducted as far as the city. In fact, under the north-west
‘corner of the acropolis, very near the place where the pres-
ent aqueduct passes, one can trace an older conduit. It is
not, however, of a very early date ; for while in places it is
cut in the living rock, elsewhere the cutting is in massive
blocks that had already fallen from the acropolis wall;

passage leads to an interior space (some 60 feet in area) which was ongmally
divided into two chambers. . :
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hence, in all probability, the work is later than the catas-
trophe of 468 B. c. In the Mycenaean age, apparently, the
water of the Perseia was not conducted into the citadel;
but owing to the difficulty of such an undertaking, per-
haps also to facilitate the supply of the lower town as well
as of the citadel, the conduit seems to have been led along
under the northern wall to a point not far from the Lions’
Gate. ’

Another spring, small but unfailing, bubbles up to the
north of the acropolis, about 325 feet in a straight line from
The secret  the Wall.  The water from this source was proba-
Reservoir by carried by a conduit as far as the foot of the
citadel hill, and there discharged into a deep well from
which there was underground communication with the inte-
rior of the citadel by the passage already mentioned (p. 28).
This passage pierces through the north wall and then con-
tinues underground, bearing north for a short distance, then
west, and finally north-east. Its entire length outside of
the wall is about 130 feet and, following the declivity,
there are 99 steps, mostly of stone slabs,— 16 of them
within the body of the wall, and 83 outside of it, — leading
down to the end of the passage. Here we find a well, or
rather a well-like reservoir, 12 feet deep and 2 feet square.
A part of the passage near the reservoir is roofed with
great horizontal slabs, while elsewhere the walls converge
in the upper course to form the Cyclopean arch. At the
end of the passage its height is 14} feet, its width about 4}
feet; and exactly over the reservoir is a large opening in
the roof (here horizontal) through which emptied the under-
ground conduit coming from the spring. As the passage
was completely hidden without, there was little danger of
its being discovered and the water cut off except through
treason within the walls. The purpose of this astonishing
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and truly Cyclopean work is clear: as the science of the
time was unequal to the task of carrying the water from
this lower spring into the acropolis, it was conducted to the
most convenient point in the course of its natural flow,
where a reservoir had been prepared to receive it and a
covered communication with the citadel provided. Thus
in time of siege the water-supply was secured. Even if the
spring were known to the enemy, it lay quite near the acro-
polis wall and was easier to defend than the Perseia.!

Although the present inhabitants of Mycenae declare
this spring to be unfailing, its flow is no longer copious.
But in earlier times, before the destruction of the forests,
the water must have been more abundant. Nevertheless,
either because even then it was not always sufficient or be-
cause it might be completely cut off by the enemy, the
passage was built with a view to serving also as a cistern
for rain-water. For this reason all the steps are coated
with a stucco of lime and sand, as are also the walls of the
lower half near the well. To this must be due also the
greater height (144 feet) of the passage at this point. By
closing the aperture through which the water from the con-
duit flowed, half of the passage was transformed into an
immense cistern. We ought, however, to remark that the
plaster (as now preserved) of the steps and walls is not the
pure lime coating of the Mycenaean age, but belongs to
repairs made probably in the second century B. c., when, as
we have seen, the long deserted fortress was again occu-
pied.

A third spring, with very slight flow and — now, at

! This water communication must be of the same date with the eastern
extension of the wall, in which we find its starting-point. It is far less likely,

indeed, to have been in the original plan of the fortress than an afterthought

— perhaps the fruit of bitter experience.
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least — not perennial, bubbles up in the ravine of Agrio-
sukia north of the acropolis. Of much greater importance
to the lower town than any other source except the Perseia
were two wells which are still in use, the Epano Pegadi or
upper well, and farther south the Kato Pegadi or lower
Cistérns ang  Well.  Beside the spring in connection with the
Wells underground passage, the citadel had other reser-
voirs from which it drew water. As we have seen, the
underground passage itself, on occasion, served this pur-
pose, and four others, one square, three circular or ellipti-
cal, lie on the west slope of the acropolis. It cannot be
maintained, however, that they all belong to the Mycenaean
age; in fact, one of them, the southernmost, which is now
destroyed, was found to have remains of Mycenaean houses
under it, and so certainly to be of a later date. This is very
probably the case with two of the others. The fourth and
largest, which was discovered only in 1890, belongs indis-
putably to the Mycenaean epoch. Its form at bottom is an
oblong, 26 feet in length by 13 wide, while above its two
long walls converge until they almost meet. The covering
is then completed by slabs, leaving only two broad slits,
through which the rain-water could flow in and be drawn
out. The depth of this cistern is 4} feet, and its inner
walls are covered with a plaster of lime and sand belonging
to repairs of later times; originally the plaster was of pure
lime. It is not improbable that this and the underground
passage were the only reservoirs in which rain-water was
collected in the Mycenaean period, the one draining the
eastern, the other the western slopes. There is indeed a
well cut in the soft rock near the prehistoric houses (F in
" the plan), but it has not yet been cleaned to the bottom,
and its use remains uncertain.

As with the water-supply, so likewise with the drainage,
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great pains have been taken. Drains have been discovered
in the palaces of Mycenae and Tiryns, and many

more under the streets and houses of the Myce-

naean acropolis. All are narrow and shallow, generally
formed of small slabs and covered with the same materials.
These drains must have had a thick coating of plaster to
prevent the escape of water, but the plaster of the period,
composed as we know of clay or lime alone, was easily dis-
solved by water, and hence but scanty traces of it can now
be made out. We find also drains built of burnt brick, but
covered with slabs of stone as above described; a section
of one of these has the shape of the letter IT turned upside
down. At several points occur openings through the wall,
by which the drains discharged outside the citadel; one of
these shows in the lower part of the polygonal tower (Fig.
5). The drains are provided with shafts at regular inter-
vals.

The importance of a good drainage is apparent when we
consider the nature of the ground. ~Without such pro-
vision, a heavy rain would turn these steep and narrow
streets into torrents, flooding and seriously injuring the
houses.



CHAPTER III

THE PALACE

Taus far we have recovered in various stages of preser-
vation at least three Mycenaean palaces, viz., at Tiryns,
Mycenae, and Gha (or Arne), not to mention the scanty
remains on the Athenian acropolis or the palace of the
second city on the hill of Hissarlik (Troy) which is now
known to be indefinitely earlier than the Mycenaean age.
Of all these the palace at Tiryns is far the best preserved
and most certain in its ground-plan. We shall therefore
study it in detail before proceeding to the palace at My-
cenae, with which Time and the destroyer have dealt more
ruthlessly.!

The palace of Tiryns, brought to light by Dr. Schliemann
in 1884, occupies the highest of the three plateaus compos-
ing the acropolis. To reach it you ascend the great ramp
under the eastern wall, pass through the open entrance,
traverse the high-walled approach and enter the inner for-
tress by the great gate (©). From this the road leads up to
a large court, closed on the east by the circuit wall which
here bears a covered colonnade opening on the interior of
Outer the fortress. Over against this colonnade is the
Gatewsy  outer gate of the palace (H). It is a spacious’
and stately portal —about 46 feet wide — composed of a

1 Of other palaces we shall have occasion to speak only by the way, but that
recently discovered on the island of Goulas (or Gha) in Lake Copais will
claim more careful notice (Appendix B).
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middle wall, pierced by folding-doors and covered by an
outer and an inner portico. Each of these porticoes has
the form of a temple in antis, that is to say, its fagade is
decorated by two columns between two pilasters formed by
the prolongation of the side walls. This gateway opens
into the great fore-court (F) around which we still trace
two small porticoes and several small chambers, though the
plan is partly obscured by later building and a land-slip on
the west. At the north-west corner of this fore- .
court is a second gateway (K) on the same plan Gstewsy
with that just described but somewhat smaller, being only
36 feet in breadth. In each of these portals we have
the prototype of all Greek gateways of later times. Even
the Propylaea of the Athenian acropolis is composed of the
same essential elements as these at Tiryns — only at Athens
the central wall is pierced with five gates and the hexastyle
porticoes are treated with a corresponding variety and
splendor.

This inner gateway opens into the chief courtyard of
the palace, the Men’s Court (L) — a quadrangle, measur-
ing 52 by 66 feet.! This court is almost sur- pp. . court
rounded by colonnades; but, as in the propylaea WithAltar
and the fore-court, only the stone bases remain, the wooden
pillars having perished. Midway along the south side of
the court before the portico stands a quadrangular block of
masonry (measuring 8 by 10% feet), with a central circular
cavity some 4 feet in diameter but less than 3 feet deep.

1« The whole floor is still covered with thick lime concrete, injured only here
and there. The escape of rain-water is very carefully provided for, for the
surface of the concrete is so leveled that the water runs off to a single point on
the south sides. There we find a vertical shaft, built of rubble and covered
with a stone flag. Throngh a hole in this covering stone the water fell down
the shaft and so reached a walled horizontal canal that probably led it to some
reservoir.” — Dirpfeld, Tiryns, p. 203.
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This was undoubtedly an altar or, more strictly speaking, a
sacrificial pit.'

Exactly opposite this altar on the north side of the court
two stone steps lead up to a vestibyle, again faced with two
columns between two pilasters. This in turn
opened by three folding-doors into a room which
served as the antechamber to another larger room (M) lying
behind it. This suite, occupying the very highest level of
the citadel, is obviously the centre of the whole palace ; and
in view of its close correspondence with the heart of the
palace, as described by Homer, we may apply Homeric
terms. Our vestibule, then, will answer to the Homeric
aithousa; our antechamber to the prodomos; and our
great hall (M) to the megaron.

The side-walls of the vestibule, which have a set-back of
some 16 inches immediately behind the antae, obviously
Aithonsa required a casing of some kind; and, in fact,
and Kyanos along the foot of the west wall was found a frieze

of alabaster slabs (Fig. 11) resting on the ground
and reaching all the way from the anta to the back wall.
For structural reasons Dr. Dorpfeld at first held that the
frieze could not have been originally designed for this place,?
but he now admits that “it may have been made for the

1 When first found in 1884, the circular opening was blocked up, and Dérp-
feld took the block for an ordinary domestic altar, like that of Zeus Herkeios
in the court of Odysseus’ palace, whereon “oft Laertes, and Odysseus too, had
burned the thighs of kine” (Od. xxii., 334 ; cf. Il. xi. 772-7). Its size (he says) -
was sufficient to burn a whole victim at once. But in the excavations of 1885
he discovered the opening. ¢ At first we thought that our altar must, after all,
have been a cistern or a well. But when we had the central hole excavated,
it was discovered that the circular masonry only reached to a depth of 0.90
wetres. Further down there were neither side walls of masonry nor any arti-
ficial floor. As the hole could by no means have been either a cistern or a
well, it must have been a sacrificial pit. Similar sacrificial pits have been
found in the Asklepieion at Athens and in Samothrace.”

? See Tiryns, p. 291 f.

The Men’s
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vestibule at the time of some thorough restoration of the
old building, and it need not be assumed that it had been
placed elsewhere first.” These slabs of alabaster are carved
with a rich pattern — the motives being palmettes, rosettes,
and spirals— and inlaid with blue glass paste. This paste,
it is now agreed on all hands, is the Homeric kyanos—
which enters into the splendid decoration of the palace of
Alcinous.! The poet must have fancied it employed as we

Fig. 11. The Kyanos Frieze.

actually find it in the palace of Tiryns. As we cannot
take Alcinous’ brazen walls to be of solid bronze but only
enriched with bronze plates, so the frieze of his megaron
cannot be of solid kyanos but simply inlaid with it. In
its composition, which is repeated with slight variations in
other works of the same period from Mycenae and Menidi,
the frieze recalls the triglyphs and metopes of the Doric
temple, with which possibly it may stand in some distant
relation.

Three large folding-doors, occupying almost the whole
partition wall, opened from the vestibule into the antecham-

1 Odyssey, vii. 80 : “ Brazen were the walls, which ran this way and that from
the threshold to the inmost chamber, and round them was a frieze of blue ”
(kyanos). On the kyanos frieze, see Dérpfeld, Tiryns, 284-292.
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ber. Each of these doors must have had a separate door-
case (about a foot thick), into which the open door fitted
The Pro. 50 a8 not to narrow the entrance. The ante-
domos chamber itself (of about the same dimensions as the
vestibule) has a single door in the west wall leading toward
the bath-room, but there is no direct communication on the
east with the women’s apartments. From this fore-hall, a
single doorway (6} feet wide) opens into the megaron. Here
the great breccia doorsill is still in place, but without the
usual pivot-hole, thus showing that the doorway was closed
only by a curtain.

The Great Hall incloses an area of about 1235 square
feet.! Its roof was supported in part by four wooden
The pillars, whose stone bases are still in place, as
Megaron  jndicated in the Plan. In the centre of the space
defined by these pillars was the great circular hearth, now
unfortunately destroyed, although we can still clearly distin-
guish its position.

In the west wall of the vestibule, as already noted, is a
door opening into a narrow corridor which leads by several
The Bath.  Z1gZags to a small square chamber (3). The floor
room of this chamber is made of one great limestone
block, measuring about 13 by 11 by 2} feet, with an esti-
mated weight of some 25 tons. Dowel-holes disposed in
pairs at recurring intervals, except where space is reserved
for the door, indicate that the walls were wainscoted with
wooden panels; and there is a square gutter cut in the
flooring-block at the north-east corner of the chamber and
connecting with a stone pipe which reaches through the
eastern wall. These arrangements prove beyond a doubt
that we have here found that indispensable appointment of

1« Tt exceeds in size the cellas of many Greek temples,—e. g., that of the
Theseion at Athens covers only 817 square feet.” — Dorpfeld.
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the Homeric palace,—the bath-room. Fortunately, too, we
have found fragments sufficient to determine the pattern,
material and decoration of the bath-tub. The pattern is
very like that in use to-day, but the tub is made q,

of coarse red clay not susceptible of a high polish. Batb-tub
It has a thick rim and stout handles on the sides; and the
decoration inside and out is composed of stripes and spirals
painted in white on the red ground.

From the bath-room we pass by zigzagging corridors
(yyy) and several doors quite around the megaron into
another court (N), which communicates more -y,
directly with the fore-court (F) by the passage Rome*
(88). This quadrangle (some 60 by 30 feet), with ™
two small porticoes on the west and north-west and traces
of benches against the wall, is taken to be the Women's
Court. The Women’s Hall, opening upon it, is smaller
and simpler than that of the men. There is but one
fore-hall, an open portico (18 by 20 feet), leading by a
single doorway into the hall (20 by 26} feet), which has a
square central hearth but no pillars. The portico has a
door at each end opening into a corridor, which runs
around three sides of the hall and communicates with
various chambers — one of them apparently provided with
a stairway leading to an upper story or terrace. The suite
immediately adjoining the women’s hall on the east (&), Dr.
Dorpfeld takes for the Royal Bedchamber answering to the
drauos Eoyatos of Odysseus and Penelope.! Adjoining
the Women’s Court on the south-east lies an open square or
forecourt ; and beyond this again a mere chaos of inter-
secting walls from which it is impossible to work out any
certain plan.

Still the structure as a whole offers a ground-plan that is

1 Odyssey, xxi., 8 ff.
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clear, simple and practical. The palace is composed’of two
Genemal main suites, one for the men, the other for the
Planof the women, each with a court of its own. Both
Palace . . .

quarters communicate directly with the outer
court (F), though their communication with each other is
only by narrow and winding passages. In easy reach from
the men’s hall is the bath-room, to which by Homeric cus-
tom the guest was conducted on his arrival. Adjoining
the women’s hall is the Royal Bedchamber, and disposed
about the same quarter of the palace are lodgings for the
rest of the household, storerooms and’the like.

The principal building materials employed in the palace
of Tiryns are limestone, breccia,! sandstone, clay, lime and
timber. The lower part of the walls, as a rule,
sndcon-  was built of rubble masonry, but in the upper

part sun-dried bricks are used as well. In two
places only (the hall and outer court of the women), the
brick wall starts from the ground, and is therefore in part
preserved. Elsewhere only the rubble footing (about a
metre high)is left; but nearly every room was found lit-
tered with bricks, so as to leave no doubt of their free use
in the walls. To strengthen these walls, at intervals
wooden beams were built in lengthwise. Such ¢ tie-beams”
are still much used in the East, as they were in classical
Wallsanga  antiquity? Walls thus built would be far from
Frescoss  weather-proof without a good outside coating,
and this was provided at Tiryns first by a layer of clay to

1 «Breccia, a conglomerate of pebbles, is used as freestone for door-sills and
antae blocks ; the gigantic door-posts of the gate of the upper fort are also of
this material. In proportion to limestone breccia is very little used ; for it is
harder, and hence more troublesome to quarry. Sandstone is used less than
breccia, only indeed for some antae-blocks and for the lower step of the great
Megaron.” — Dérpfeld, T'iryns, p. 255. ’

2 Cf. Winckler, Die Woknhduser der Hellenen, p. 77 f.
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give an even surface, which was then covered with a smooth
coat of pure lime. For burnt lime was already known and
freely used, but only as plaster or cement, never as mortar
in laying up walls.! On the inner walls this lime plaster
was often painted with frescoes — in black, white, red, yel-
low, and blue — and many fragments of these frescoes have
been found with their colors still fresh and bright. The
most notable fragment from the Tiryns palace represents a
bull coursing at full speed with a man apparently swinging
himself on to the animal’s back and seizing him by the
horn, —a subject repeated with slight variation in the Bull
Hunt on one of the Vaphio cups. Another fragment (Fig.
13), belongs to a border which offers a remarkable parallel
to the design of the carved ceiling at Orchomenos.

. The flooring of the palace is a concrete of lime and

Fig. 12. The Tiryns Bull (Fresco from Palace)

pebbles. In the more exposed places —as the men’s court
and the outer propylaea — the pebbles so predominate as

1 «Only in aqueducts do the Greeks in early times seem to have used lime
mortar.” — Dérpfeld, Tiryns, p. 255.
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to form a kind of mosaic, but in the inner rooms they
Flooring _ 8T€ little used, and the smoother floors (e. g, of
and Doors  the men’s hall with its vestibule and the women’s

hall) are laid off in checkers by incised lines. Apparently

Fig. 13. Wall Painting (Tiryns)

the checkers were painted red, and defined by narrow bands
of blue, thus giving somewhat the effect of a carpet
pattern. The door-sills were either of wood or of stone —
in the latter case always of a single block,' while the door-

! In Homer the stone threshold leads, though the poet mentions also sills of

" oak, ash, and bronze. “We find in Tiryns stone and wooden door-sills ; twenty-

two well-preserved stone specimens lie still in situ ; the wooden are.gone, but

remains of charcoal testify to their place. Of the twenty-two extant door-sills,

only six are of breccia, the rest of close-grained limestone. The kind of wood

in the other sills is not known, nor whether perhaps some of them were covered
with bronze plates.” — Dérpfeld, Tiryns, 276.
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posts were of wood — probably of one thick trunk, but gen-
erally set on square sandstone bases, two feet high, some
of them doweled to receive the upright. The wooden
doors revolved on pivots sheathed with bronze. One of
these bronze sheaths' was found in its socket in the sill of
the door leading into the women’s apartments.

The column which plays so large a part at Tiryns was
also of wood, while the base was of stone so imbedded as
to rise but little above the ground. The fact
that not a vestige of shaft or capital remains,
while we find thirty-one stone bases in situ, is sufficient
proof that the pillars were of perishable material, and the
evidence of their destruction by fire is conclusive.”

We come now to a more difficult problem : How was
this great pile roofed over ? In the débris we find neither
tiles nor roofing stones, and so we are shut up to
one of two hypotheses: that of the flat clay roof
and that of the steep roof thatched with rushes —like
Achilles’ quarters in the camp at Troy,® or the houses of
Sardis.* As has been shown by the accomplished architect
to whom we owe the scientific excavation as well as the clear
interpretation of this palace, the thatch roof could not have
been used at Tiryns. Says Dorpfeld :* “ A rush-thatch,
like one of straw, requires a steep roof, that the water may
not penetrate, but run down the individual straws. Such
a roof may be well suited for an isolated house; but to
thatch a great system of buildings like the palace of Tiryns

umns

1 «Jt is a hollow cylinder of 118 mm. diam. inside, and closed below like a
ball. The square cut in the cylinder is to receive the lower frame of the door,
which was mortised into the side beam used as the turning-post.” — Dirpfeld.

3 Cf. Dorpfeld, Tiryns, p. 270 £.

3 Iliad, xxiv. 450 ff.

¢ Herodotus, v. 101.

5 Tiryns, 272 f.
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in such a way is simply impossible, for if the whole building
was to be provided with one single-ridged roof, the height
at its centre would be far too high; but if you make sev-
eral, then there must be gutters between, which could not
be made water-tight with rushes. . . . There remains the
covering with clay. Every clay roof must be nearly hori-
zontal if the first heavy shower is not to wash down the
whole covering. On the great epistyles or girders came
the rafters proper, either separated or close together, like
the round timbers on the fagade of the beehive tombs or
in the lions’ relief at Mycenae. In the former case the
intervals were bridged with cross-pieces of wood; in the
latter rushes were sufficient to afford a close bed for the
clay. We must assume that the whole roof, as is still
commonly the case in the East, was covered with a thick
layer of clay.”

In the case of the Great Hall, the roof problem was com-
plicated with that of lighting. and was probably solved by
the application of the clerestory principle. * The arrange-
ment of the four inside pillars and of the great hearth in
their centre appears to me [says Dr. Dorpfeld] to point to
there having been some aperture in the middle of the hall.
It might be assumed that the whole square between the pil-
lars was open ; but so large an aperture, even in the southern
climate of Tiryns, would have made the hall temporarily
uninhabitable in winter. It would answer much better to
cover the square included by the pillars, after the manner
of a basilica with a higher roof ; in the vertical walls of the
upper structure (clerestory) smaller or larger apertures could
be introduced, through which not only light would enter
into the megaron, but also the smoke from the hearth
would find an easy escape. If we assume this kind of light-
ing, it follows that the roof was constructed by laying two
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or four great girders upon the pillars which supported
directly the beams of the lower roof. The beams covering
the central structure lay somewhat higher.” !

The palace is surrounded for the most part by a wall of
its own, which served at once as an inclosure and as a
retaining wall for the embankments used in leveling up the
surface.

To return, now, to Mycenae. There, again, the palace
occupied the very summit of the citadel —a far sightlier
and more commanding eminence than that of m,, umycense
Tiryns. Here, too, as at Tiryns and Athens,? FalaceSite
when kings by divine right (dwoyeveis) had had their day in
Hellas, the palace gave way to a dwelling for gods in their
own right. As early as the sixth century a Doric temple
(65 by 140 feet) was built upon the summit, and stood
there down to Roman times. The temple foundations lie
in part above the ruins of the palace, while on the higher
level to the north the palace walls appear to have been
destroyed to clear the ground for the sanctuary.

Thus it bappens that the palace remains, as we now see
them, occupy only the lower (S. W.) part of the summit.
There is no doubt, however, that the building extended as
far north as did the temple later, namely, to the wall which
served at once for a retaining and inclosing wall (like the
palace peribolos at Tiryns), and probably coincided on the
south with the circuit-wall. At the very summit the rock
is partly leveled, but all traces of building have disap-
peared ; while the foundations on the south and west, lying
some thirteen feet lower, were early buried under the débris
and so preserved.

! Tiryns, 218 £. :
2 At Tiryns, as early as the fifth century, a Doric temple was built over the

men’s hall ; and on the Athenian acropolis, we find the “old temple ™ cover-
ing some of the scant remains of the prehistoric palace. .
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In its ground-plan the palace of Mycenae corresponds
generally with that of Tiryns, but with considerable differ-
ences in detail, owing mainly to the very dissimilar site.
Apprarh 1o TDUS the road from the Lions’ Gate, instead of
bl leading directly to the outer propylaeum of a great
court on the same plane with the palace, came to an end at
the foot of the rocky elevation which the palace crowned.
Instead of the imposing propylaeum, we find scant remains
of a gateway leading to a little court (N), with stone
benches along two of the walls,' whence a great flight of
steps ascends to the principal court (P) of the palace. This
stairway is 7 feet 10 inches broad, and 22 of the steps are
still in place,— each with a rise of 4 to 5 inches, and a
tread of 14 to 18 inches, thus forming an ascent as easy as
it is ample. These steps are not single slabs, but each is
made up of three or four blocks of hewn poros set end to
end, yet so thickly coated with plaster as to hide the joints
and give the impression of solid work.

The court to which the stairway led is almost a square
(37 ft. 9 in.), and paved with concrete. On its east side
Men's lies the men’s quarter, composed, as at Tiryns, of
Quarter — the vestibule (Q), anteroom (R), and the Great
Hall (S). The vestibule, here paved with stone, presented
the usual front,— two wooden pillars between antae; and
over aguinst these pillars is the entrance of the anteroom —
a single door (6 feet 5 inches wide) instead of three folding-
doors as at Tiryns. The concrete floor of this room has a
continnous border of flagstone over a yard wide. From
the anteroom we enter the megaron by a single doorway
which (as at Tiryns) was closed simply by a curtain. The
hall measures 27 feet 9 inches by 42 feet 5 inches, thus be-
ing considerably larger than its fellow at Tiryns, though

! Recalling the polished stones before Nestor’s palace. — Odyssey, iii. 406.



AVNADAW A0 NVId XTI Awvid

-Buyirem(




. Digitized by GOOS[Q



THE PALACE 57

the anterooms here are decidedly smaller. As at Tiryns,
the roof of the megaron was supported by four wooden
pillars, and in the centre of the square defined by their
stone bases we again find the circular hearth. Enough
remains to show that it was some 11 feet in diameter, and
raised by two low steps only 6 inches above the floor.

This hearth was made (as they are still made in the coun-

Fig. 14. Hearth of the Palace at Mycenae

try districts) of beaten earth, and then overlaid with five
successive coats of stucco. Each of these had 4,

been painted, showing that the several coats were Hesrth
not laid on at once, but that the stucco and the paintings
were from time to time renewed. A view of this hearth
from a photograph is given here (Fig. 14), with Dr. Dorp-
feld’s drawing of the exquisite design on the third layer,
which is thus described by Schuchhardt-Sellers: ¢ The
vertical surface of each step is decorated with spherical tri-
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angles ; the one set is colored gray and white, the other red
and blue, each of the white fields being filled up by a small
star. 'The horizontal surface connecting the two is colored
blue. At the top a band of spirals, painted white, with blue
dots in the centre, and inclosed by red and blue lines, runs
around the hearth.”

The floor is in the main of concrete, laid off in‘squares
by incised lines as at Tiryns, but along the walls runs a
wide border of flagstones, such as we have already noted
in the anteroom. The walls, again, were plastered and
frescoed. These frescoes are distributed in horizontal
bands, with a wide range of design, including not only
linear motives but figure subjects. Indeed, we can almost
piece together a great composition in which hoplites and
horses (very like camels) play a conspicuous part.'

The south side of the court is destroyed, but its north
wall is still standing to the height of 7 feet 10 inches. This
The Mews 18 12id up in regular courses of dressed sandstone
Court blocks, with the elay still showing in the joints.
Not only so, but between the two lower courses there is
also a horizontal beam as in the palace walls at Tiryns.
This tie-beam is quite unnecessary here, where the courses
are already horizontal, and is to be explained as a survival
from the earlier rubble masonry.?

Part of the courtyard was covered by the foundations of
the temple until late in 1893. On clearing it then, three
stone bases were found which had undoubtedly fallen from
its north wall. This indicates the existence there of a
three-pillared portico opening upon the court, exactly as at
the north end of the men’s court at Tiryns.

1 See Eph. Arch., 1871, Plate IL.
2 Reichel (Ueber Hom. Wa(fen, p. 141), recognizes the same construction in
the walls represented in the Siege Scene, Fig. 95.
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Along the west side of the court, but not communicating
directly with it, Lies a large room (T) measuring about 21
by 24 feet. Against its north wall there is a g,
square hearth (about 31 by 42 inches and 2 inches fooms ¥ith
high), exactly like the hearth in the huts of the **™*
peasantry to-day. To the north of this room a corridor

Fig. 15. Wall-paintin} from Mycenae

leads from the courtyard to an open place, perhaps an outer
court, on the west; and on the right of the entrance to
this corridor at the north-west corner of the court there
are remains of a stairway ascending to a terrace or second
story above the corridor and the room (T). Of this stair-
case we have left two stone steps (with a rise of 6 to 8 inches
and a tread of 12 to 14) and a landing (3 feet 4 inches by 3
feet 7 inches) above which the steps were of wood.



60 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

Farther to the west (beyond the outer court mentioned
above) there was a second palace gate (V) probably
Postern and intended for communication with the women’s
Women's ~ apartments as the great staircase on the south-
Quarter .

west served for the ascent to the main court and
the men’s hall. And, in fact, the rooms to the north of
this court and the megaron, so far as their scant remains
enable us to make out, appear to have belonged to the
women’s quarter with its dependencies.

As at Tiryns, then, we have here two distinct suites, one
for the men, the other for the women. These communi-
cate with each other, first by the outer court and two
passages, and secondly by a door in the north wall of the
vestibule of the men’s hall, so that one could pass much
more directly than at Tiryns from the men’s apartments to
the women’s.

The walls of the palace at Mycenae are built like those
at Tiryns, although less use is made of crude bricks. Lime
Comstrue- 18 employed as at Tiryns for plastering the walls,
tion cementing the floors and the like, but never as a
binding material. No roof-tiles are found, but instead
fragments of a layer of clay and lime, still showing the
impression of reeds and twigs. Hence the certain conclu-
sion that the roofs were flat like terraces and formed very
much as Dorpfeld conceived them at Tiryns — namely, by
laying a ceiling of wooden beams from wall to wall, covering
these with a bed of reeds or twigs, and this again with two
layers, one of clay and the other of lime. The megaron at
Mycenae would be roofed and lighted, as at Tiryns, on
the clerestory principle. The door-sills were for the most
part of stone, but the door-posts of wood on stone bases.
The wooden doors turned by their pivots in grooves in the
threshold and lintel, as noted in our description of the
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Lions’ Gate. Of the ornamentation of the doorways we
can learn nothing from what is left of either pal- .,

ace; but we have light on the subject from an Deorvay
unexpected source. A rock-hewn chamber tomb, recently
(189%) discovered at My-

cenae, exhibits a facade

plastered and then paint-

ed with rosettes, clearly

in imitation of an actual

doorway (Fig. 16).! The

colors used are few and

simple,— black, white, red

and yellow; but their

harmonious combination

and the grace of the de-

sign, which recalls the

exquisite door of the

Erechtheion, assist us to

some faint conception of

the splendor and beauty

of the palace portals, en- Fig. 16

riched as they no doubt Fagade of Chamber Tomb (Mycenae)
were with lustrous metals. Of such enrichment we have
many a note in Homer. Alcinous’ palace is provided with
golden doors framed in silver jambs and lintel and a thresh-
old of bronze, while bronze walls and kyanos frieze diffuse

1 A faithful reproduction of this fagade may be seen in the Mycenaean room of
the National Museum at Athens. There the inner faces of the two doors are
painted in exact imitation of the tomb in all points except the moulding over
the lintel, which is conjecturally restored. The walls and ceiling also are cov-
ered with polychrome decorations, copied from wall-paintings and other works
of the Mycenaean age. Thus the present repository of the treasures of My-
cenae at the same time affords a fair general idea of the wealth of form and
color which the decorative art of that age had at command.



62 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

a radiance as of sun or moon through the high-roofed hall.'
Hardly less resplendent is the lofty palace of renowned
Menelaus, — where Telemachus bids his comrade ¢ mark
the flashing of bronze through the echoing halls, and the
flashing of gold and of amber and of silver and of ivory.”?
Now that we have abundant and unexpected evidence in the
remains of Mycenae of an art to back up the sober veracity
of the poet even when he seems to be'giving his fancy full
play (as in the Shield of Achilles), we can hardly doubt that
these splendid palace pictures had some real basis. They
warrant the inference, at least, that the Homeric chiefs
adorned their halls here and there with these rare and lus-
trous substances. And the inference is raised to certainty
when we find the like decoration already employed in the
beehive tombs of the far earlier Mycenaean age.

In the palaces of Mycenae and Tiryns, it is true, we no
longer find these metal decorations. In fact we find
scarcely any metal in any form. But this only goes to
show how thoroughly these royal seats were plundered
before they were given to the flames. That both palaces
actually perished in mighty conflagrations the spade has
demonstrated beyond a doubt: for their floors were found
strewn with ashes and coals, and in many places, particu-
larly about the doorways where the construction was largely
of wood, the very building-stones were reduced to lime.

These prehistoric buildings have, for the first time,
afforded us a key to the comprehension of the Homeric
The Myco-  Palace.  Their substantial correspondence can
Heanard  hardly be disputed, however this or that detail
Palace may differ. In the Homeric palace?® the essen-
tial parts are the court, the men’s hall and the women’s

1 Odyssey, vii. 86 fF. 2 Odyssey, iv. 71 .
3 Cf. Percy Gardner, Jour. Hellen. Stud., iii. 264.
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apartments ; the court is surrounded as at Tiryns by colon-
nades, apparently the usual resort of the prince’s retainers
and attendants. In this court stood the altar of Zeus
Herkeios, just as we still see the altar (or sacrificial pit) in
the court of the Tirynthian megaron. Doubtless, the
Homeric Bwuds is a real altar rather than a sacri-
ficial pit, — though Odysseus finds use for the
latter in the Nekuia,— but the difference may be accounted
for (as we shall presently see) by the progress of religious
belief between the Mycenaean age and that of the poems.
Again we seem to have in Homer the self-same distribution
of the megaron suite which we actually see in the palace
of Tiryns and Mycenae, namely, the aithousa or g, fore.
vestibule, the prodomos or antechamber, and the ba!!°rtve
megaron or hall proper. It is true that Homer’s aithousa
and prodomos, instead of denoting two distinct apart-
ments, are ordinarily (if not always) used of one and the
same, which is properly styled aithousa as being open to
the sun, and prodomos from its relation to the Great Hall.
On the other hand, while the great halls at Tiryns and
Mycenae are distinguished by the statelier arrangement, we
find the simpler single vestibule to the women’s hall at
Tiryns and in a private house (to be described further on)
at Mycenae. More important still is the fact that in the
recently discovered palace at Arne (or Gha in Lake Copais)
there is no room with more than a single vestibule. Again
the interior of the great hall, in Homeric times still
centering in itself the life of the whole house, is pictured
by the poet very much as we can actually see or reasonably
restore it in these Mycenaean palaces to-day. Around the
In the actual halls we still see the great circular ™™
hearth with the four pillars about it, just as we have always
known it in the vivid Homeric picture of the Phaeacian

Altar or Pit
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palace. There the good queen Arete “sits at the hearth
in the light of the fire, weaving yarn of sea-purple stain.
Her chair is leaned against a pillar and her maidens sit
behind her.” And the king’s throne tilts cosily against
the same pillar, as he sits and drinks his wine like an
immortal, while his Phaeacian lords occupy seats ranged
against the wall from end to end of the megaron.! In all
probability the hall floor at Mycenae, while cemented and
painted in the main, was provided with the broad paved
border (noted above) expressly to support the chairs ranged
along the wall. Certainly anything less solid, and espe-
cially a decorated cement, would soon have been the worse
for wear if heroic society was always as stirring as we find
it at Ithaca.

Among other correspondences not a few, we note but
one more. At the foot of the great staircase at Mycenae,
Stone there are stone benches extending the length of
Benches  two sides of the little court (N); and before the
palace at Pylos Homer introduces us to a family council,
the aged Nestor with his six sons and their guest Tele-
machus gathered about him, “before the lofty doors,
upon the smooth stones, — white, glistening with polish.”?
Not only do the stone benches of Mycenae restore one
more feature to the real world behind the Homeric tran-
script, but they serve to elucidate an obscurity in the poet’s
language. Hitherto we have been asked to believe that
Nestor’s smooth stones were polished by rubbing them with
oil ; the evidence of these actual marble benches, as of the
hewn-stone antae at Tiryns, goes to show that this polish
(&Aerpap) was simply a fine lime-dressing or whitewash.?

1 Odyssey, v. 305.
2 &wooriABorres &Aelparos. — Od. iii. 406 f. Cf. viii. 6, and Iliad, xviii. 563.
8 Cf. Helbig, Das Hom. Epos, p. 98.
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With all these correspondences, it cannot be denied that
there are differences as well. And if the poet is to be held
to the responmblhty of the architect, the dlﬂicul-
ties are serious. It would, indeed, be a task to erenee.
adapt the Tirynthian palace to the action of the
domestic drama at Ithaca; but some of the impossibilities
insisted upon have already been resolved by the spade as
others may yet be. For example, there is the incident with
which the twentieth Odyssey opens. Odysseus in his
beggar’s disguise has stretched himself for the .
night on a rough shakedown in the prodomos of gation
his own palace where he lies worrying and wake- mewssnd
ful. Lying there, his ire is stirred yet more as "*™*™
he sees the wanton women of his household stealing forth
from their quarters to meet the suitors. Now at Tiryns,
where there is no direct communication yet made out be-
tween the men’s and women’s quarters, this incident would
appear impossible. But not so at Mycenae. There we
find a door in the north wall of the vestibule leading
directly to the women’s apartments. Thus in the actual
palace of Mycenae, as well as in the ideal one at Ithaca, an
Odysseus, lying wakeful with his tormenting thoughts,
would be right in the track of the guilty women.!

But there is a more serious difficulty about the women’s
quarter. In the Homeric poems, as in historical 1y,
Athens, the women usually occupy an upper Hrrerson
story (omepgov), while at Tiryns their apartments, as well
as the men’s, are on the ground-floor. At Mycenae, indeed,

1 For the strongest argument against the essential correspondence of the
Tirynthian with the Homeric palace, see Jebb, Journal of Hellenic Studies, vii.
170, and Introd. to Homer, pp. 175-186. On the other hand, Leaf (Introd. to
Schuchbardt-Sellers’ Schliemann’s Ezcavations, xxxi.) holds that “the plan of
the Tirynthian palace admits of being converted into that of a fHomeric house
by the simple expedient of driving a door through the back of the megaron.”
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they are on a higher level than the men’s, but this is due
simply to the nature of the ground. Still in the Mycenae
palace we find a staircase leading to a second story or ter-
race, and even the private houses at Mycenae (as we shall
presently see) sometimes have an upper story.

Hence we are not to assume any radical difference in
plan and structure between the prehistoric and the Homeric
Unity with  Palace; at most, the latter has undergone modifi-
diversity ' cations to adapt it to the requirements of a later
age. Moreover, it goes without saying that, as the palaces
of the Argolid do not correspond in every detail, and the
palace at Gha differs widely from both of these, so neither
were the Homeric palaces built according to one fixed and
invariable type. The nature of the site, the circumstances
of the individual prince, and other considerations without
number would control the architect. Planning for a Priam
with fifty sons and a dozen daughters, most of them wedded
and biding at home,* he would take one line; building for
an Odysseus, in a long lineage of only sons,’ he would take
quite another. So the sharp hill of Aetos would deter-
mine one ground plan, the leveled terrace of Tiryns an-
other, the island-rock of Gha still another. With such
allowances, it is safe to say that the student of Homer
may justly conceive the palaces of Alcinous, Menelaus and
Odysseus as measurably realized in the actual palaces whose
- foundations we have uncovered.

1 Jhad, vi. 243.
2 Odyssey, xvi. 117 £.



CHAPTER IV

THE PRIVATE HOUSE AND DOMESTIC LIFE

WE have now to pass from the stately halls of the heroic
Basileus to the dwellings of his people.

About the palace which crowned the castle steep, at
Mycenae at least, there was room left for the Chief’s
immediate retainers — for the royal household in the wider
sense ; and of these abodes not a few may now be studied
in their ruins. Of first importance among them is a house
adjoining the polygonal tower in the south-west wall (G).
Like the palaces, this dwelling has two distinct parts. The
first part is made up of court, porch and hall; Private
the second, of three underground chambers, above house on
which there seems to have been a second floor °P
for the women. The two sections have a common outer
court, from which a wooden staircase communicated with
the basement rooms. In the middle of the hall there is a
square hearth, but there are no inside pillars and no ante-
chamber as distinguished from the vestibule. In other
respects the construction is that of the palaces: walls of
rubble masonry, coated with clay ‘mortar and then with
lime plaster and finally frescoed ; sandstone bases for the
wooden jambs; concrete floors in court and hall, and so
on. Obviously, then, the house is not only contemporary
with the palaces, — we have already noted (p. 27) that it is
far more ancient than the polygonal tower,— but it must
have been the residence of an important personage.
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Of the other private houses inside the fortress, some are
of very shabby construction, others fairly well built. From
the nature of the case, however, we cannot safely judge
the abodes of the people from these dwellings upon the
acropolis, which must have been occupied mainly by masters
and menials. Still it is a noteworthy fact that we find many
two-story houses — some of them entirely above
ground, others with an underground basement.
But as the lower story is often without either door or
window, it would seem that only the upper floor was used
as a dwelling. This second-story habitation would be
entered directly from the street or reached by an outer
stairway according as the first floor was under or above
ground.! The lower rooms of these houses have no other
Achaomn flooring than the earth, and in clearing them out
housekeep- the deeper layers of débris were found to be
i thickly strewn not only with potsherds, but also
with the bones of various animals. It would seem from
this that these upper-story people were not over-nice at
table, and habitually flung their leavings downstairs or
through chinks in the floor. However, we need not be
shocked at this, considering the table manners we some-
times meet with in Homeric society. The noble wooers of
Penelope are no more refined in their feeding. Not only
do we see them flinging the bare bones on the floor, but
there lie the hoofs of beeves ready to hand when a missile
is wanted, and the bloody hides for non-combatants to

Two-story
Houses

1So at Athens, we are told, many of the most ancient houses, whose fonnda-
tions we still see hewn in the rocks on and about the Pnyx, consisted of ground-
floor chambers without doors, and of upper stories accessible directly from the
street. This singular arrangement is to be explained, we believe, only as a remi-
niscence of a still more primitive age and a widely different mode of life,
namely, that of lake-dwellers. But the discussion of the subject must be post-
poned to a later chapter:



THE PRIVATE HOUSE AND DOMESTIC LIFE 69

shield themselves withal, not to mention other matters
scarcely befitting a royal banquet-hall. Here at Mycenae
we can turn this untidy habit to account in draw- Myoenacan
ing up the old Achaean bill-of-fare. Thus, at dietary
least, we can make out their favorite meats and somewhat
of their sea-food. We find bones of the swine, goat, sheep,
ox, deer, hare. From the sea, there are shells of mussels
and other mollusks, but never fish-bones.! The list might
doubtless be lengthened if the bones were examined by a
specialist, which has not yet been done. It may be safely
asserted, however, that the bones of swine exceed in quan-
tity those of any other animal, and only those of the goat
and sheep together equal them. Hence we may conclude
that the mountains round Mycenae were in early times
clothed with dense oak-forests affording covert and feeding-
ground for herds of wild boar; and in their glades we may
imagine many a glorious hunt like that upon Parnassus
which cost Odysseus his tell-tale scar. Indeed these now
naked hills with proper protection would still produce the
prinos and wild olive in abundance? Withal there are
found now and then bones of other animals — of the dog
certainly, apparently also of the horse and ass — the pres-
ence of which can hardly be accounted for on the food
theory.

1 We have other data for the dietary, as food seems to have been deposited
in the tomb with the dead. Thus in the first sepulchre (Grave IL), Dr. Schlie-
mann found a large quantity of oyster-shells, and among them several un-
opened oysters. — Mycenae, p. 332.

2The destruction of forests in Greece, especially by careless shepherds’®
fires, is an ever recurring national calamity. Often have we witnessed these
mountain fires, and we have even seen the whole Attic Plain down to the sea
shrouded with the smoke of burning pine woods on Pentelicus and Parnes.
When the forests in sight of the capital are thus exposed to the torch of this
modern Fury it is no wonder the tree has a poor chance for its life in the
country at large.
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The upper floors of these dwellings were constructed
very much like the palace roof already described — prob-
ably, in the simplest way, by laying slender sapling trunks
from wall to wall and so close together as to leave little or
no space between them. The ends of such trunks we have
found represented by the discs on the capital in the relief
above the Lions’ Gate, as well as in the decorated doorway
of a chamber tomb and on the fagade of the tomb of Clytem-
nestra. Of the roofing of the private house we have no
positive knowledge ; but we may infer that the pitched roof
Pichea  Was In prevailing (if not invariable) use. On the
Roofs one hand the excavations have brought to light
nothing which goes to establish a flat or terrace roof for
these abodes, while at Thera a chamber was found with the
sloping rafters of a conical roof still in place. And we
have the further testimony of the rock-hewn tombs, which
are undoubtedly modeled upon the habitations of the living,
and which in the great majority of cases have the gable or
hip-roof. The fair inference is that this was the prevailing
style for private houses in the Mycenaean age. The roof-
frame was of wooden rafters, doubtless covered with thatch,
as neither tiles nor slabs suitable for the purpose have been
thus far found. This pitched roof in popular use, as we
infer, must have been the national Mycenaean type, while
the flat roof was a borrowed form confined to the palaces of
the rich and powerful, who, as we may reasonably assume,
would be the first to introduce and apply such an innovation.
The flat roof, adapted as it is to warm and dry climates, was
always in use in the Orient, and from that quarter undoubt-
edly it was introduced into Greece. In the Homeric age
the two modes of roofing are still equally common, but in
the fifth century B. c. flat roofs obtain almost without ex-
ception at Athens, and the gable roof is reserved for the
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temples of the gods alone. The fact that the flat roof is
unheard of in temple architecture shows clearly that the
Hellenes looked upon the gable roof as an inheritance from
their forefathers with an ethnic and sacred character. It is
doubtless the same feeling which controls the type of those
rock-hewn tombs, which the Mycenaeans fashioned after
the pattern of their dwellings, and in which the flat roof is
never found. That the flat roof came gradually to prevail,
in private houses, as at Athens, was largely due to the
growth of cities, whose inhabitants, shut up in contracted
quarters, would need cool living-rooms by day and airy
sleeping-places by night. Both of these desiderata were
satisfied by the deep, flat roofs through which the sun’s
rays could hardly penetrate the dwelling, and which would
be delightful dormitories of a summer’s night, as the Greeks
who still sleep upon their terraces can testify.!

On the other hand the pitched roof is a necessity of more
northern climes with abundant snow and rain fall. 1In
Greece, with a situation between north and east, both
systems can and do coéxist. But the fact attested by the
rock-tombs, that the pitched roof is the more primitive and
the prevalent one in Mycenaean times, warrants the conclu-
sion that the settlers and builders of Mycenae came into
Peloponnesus from the farther North.

Of the interior furnishing of the Mycenaean house our
knowledge is limited ; but we know that it included
tables, round as well as square, and easy chairs with
semicircular backs. Sometimes, however, in place of mov-

Furniture

! A good Homeric habit. So in the Odyssey (x. 552 ff.), Elpenor goes to
sleep on Circe’s housetop — “ very fain of the cool air, as one heavy with wine.”
Rndely roused by the bustle of his departing comrades, * he leaped up of a
sudden and minded him not to descend again by the way of the tall ladder,
bat fell right down from the roof,”” and, of course, broke his neck.
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able seats, low benches would appear to have been built
along the wall. These were doubtless cushioned with rugs
or skins. Such benches, resembling the Turkish divan, are
still to be seen in a room of the women’s quarter in the
Mycenae palace; and a
very similar arrange-
ment is in use in parts
of Greece to this day.
While we find no ex-
amples of other furnish-
ings, there can of course
be no doubt that the
house was provided with
chests, couches and the
like.

We have a better
knowledge of the ves-
sels and utensils of daily
use, and particularly of
the costhier articles de-
signed for state occasions. For these, being made of more
Domestic  durable materials and not easily injured by time,
utensils  5re often found in perfect preservation. The
metals employed in their manufacture are gold, silver, cop-
er, bronze, and lead. — _
pWhile iron was known,’ @_\.}p;’
at least toward the end of the My- T )
cenaean age, it was so rare as to g
be used only for ornaments. In
fact, it has been found only four
or five times with proper Mycenaean objects, and always
in the form of rings. Of the other metals, lead was
1 See Jevons, Journal of Hellenic Studies, xiii. 25.

Fig. 17. Copper Jug

Of Metal

Fig. 18. Bronze Tripod
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doubtless the cheapest, for we find great leaden jars as much
as three feet high, used mainly for storing grain. Notwith-

Fig. 19. Skillet (from Vaphio)

standing its cheapness, lead was not a metal adapted to

many purposes. Instead,
use was made of copper,
either pure or alloyed with
some ten per cent of tin to
form bronze. Bronze is
much the harder of the two,
and could in fact serve
nearly all the uses of iron,
so that it was employed far
more freely than copper.
Of copper, a single one of

Fig. 21. Bronze Pitcher

Fig. 20. Bronze Bowl

(H. .085 m., diam. .016)
the Royal Tombs (Grave IV.)
at Mycenae yielded 34 large
jugs and caldrons — one of
the latter 2 feet 6 inches in
diameter. The copper jug
(Fig. 17) is 20 inches high
and 16 inches in diameter, and
has two handles; and six more
of the same pattern were found
in the same tomb.

Of bronze the Mycenaeans
made all their tools and cutlery,
as well as vessels and utensils
of various kinds, tripods, bowls,
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pitchers and cups, ladles, spoons, etc. Fine examples are
the bronze bowl, with graceful handle, and two bands of
spirals around the rim (Fig. 20), and the still more elegant
pitcher (Fig. 21), from
a tomb in the lower
town at Mycenae. Itis
made in two pieces and
fastened together by a
hoop of bronze, bearing
seven ox heads in relief,
while similar heads are
graven on the handle.
Of the two precious metals, gold and silver, were
wrought, of course, only smaller vessels, as cups, bowls, and
flagons (oenochoae) for display at sacrifices and
banquets. Of these we shall give illustrations in
later chapters.
Along with the metals we find stone still
used for spoons, cups, jars, and a variety of small
vessels — usually oval or bowl-shaped.
Sometimes a dark vein in the marble is
utilized to give a band of color, but as a rule
the surface is either perfectly plain or varied
with incised lines. Often they have no handles,
but merely small holes about the rim for fasten- S:«:Er.n%%’a-
ing on the lid. Others have two or three ears phio)
pierced for a cord: thus they could be hung up in the

house or swung from a pole for convenience of carriage.!

Fig. 22. Ladle (Vaphio)

Of Stone

1 So some of Mr. Evans’ primitive seal-stones might suggest (Journal of
Hellenic Studies, xiv. p. 337 ff.). On one of these we see a shepherd bearing
on his shonlder a pole from which are suspended what appear to be four skin
buckets, no doubt intended to contain milk — exactly after the fashion of the
shepherd in Argolis to-day, except that the latter usually substitutes woolen
bags for skin buckets in marketing his curds and whey. Such ¢suspension
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But we find also larger stone vessels, twenty inches or more

in height, and great bowls decorated with spiral reliefs or

other ornaments. Of all these vessels the finest is the

octopus vase from

Mycenae (Fig. 24).

The vase proper is

of a greenish quartz,

while the lid inclines

to gray; the form

is very elegant; and

the rendering of the

polyp relief is true

to nature. About a

dozen minute holes

in the bottom go to Fig. 24. Stone Vase with lid, from Mycenae

show that the vase Dismeter 18 in.

may have served as a filter. Among the alabaster vessels, of

which we have recovered not a few examples, the most ele-
gant is a three-handled vase
from Grave IV. (Fig. 25),
which, as Schuchhardt says,
“from its shape and technique
might come straight from a
modern drawing-room.”

But, after all, the staple of

Mycenaean house-furnishing
was earthenware, and the pot-

Fig. 25. Alabaster Vase fromGrave IV tory which has come to light

in the excavations of Mycenae and Tiryns alone would fill

vases,” but of terra-cotta, Schliemann found in great numbers at Troy, usually
having “on each side two long vertical tubular holes for suspension by a
string.”” In one case there were found in the hole remnants of the twisted
linen cord by which the vase had hung. See Ilios, pp. 215-217 and passim.
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a museum. This earthenware included not only the com-
mon vessels, such as bath-tubs, jars, pots, pans and the like,
but also (so far as they were not of metal) all the

P57 finer table-ware which nowadays is of glass, —

namely, goblets, pitchers and other vessels of most varied

form and use. Of these the
kitchen utensils and the like are
quite simple and destitute of
decoration, but the jars (7iflo)
often show incised rosettes and
even raised bands, due, no doubt,
to the fact that these receptacles
not infrequently stood in the
courts or even in the living-rooms,
where visitors would sce them.!
In Fig. 26, we reproduce one of
a dozen such jars found in the
ruins of the prehistoric palace at
Knossos in Crete. It is of a
dark brown clay, 3} feet high, and 2} in diameter, with
walls about an inch thick; but it is chiefly remarkable
for its decoration of bands in relief (like the hoops of
a cask) and wave-lines between them, and its two sets
of handles round the top and bottom.? Of other utensils
for the table and like uses, the surface as a rule was simply
smoothed with a stone polisher or else prepared with
a thin coating of black, white or reddish varnish, over

Fig. 26. Cretan Pithos

! Along the northern wall of the megaron at Tiryns, twelve circles were
visible in the floor marking the positions (as Dr. Dorpfeld thinks) of a row of
these pithoi. — Tiryns, p. 340f. Inthe Burnt City on Hissarlik, Dr. Schliemann
found over 600 pithoi — some as much as 8 feet high, and 5 feet in diameter.
Six of these, in situ, are represented in his Jlios, Fig. 8. Still finer magazines
of these pithoi have been unearthed by Dérpfeld in the Mycenaean Troy.

2 Cf. E. Fabricius, Ath. Mitth., xi. 135 £.
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which were traced various designs in simple colors (Figs.
27, 28). But the subject of vase-

painting must be reserved for a later

chapter.

Glass in the strict sense of the term
was apparently unknown to the Myce-
naean world, but a substance resembling
it was largely used. This is g paste
an opaque glass paste colored —Kvauos.
with copper ore and employed mainly in
moulding trinkets, which are found by —
the hundred at Mycenae and Spata. Fig 27 Glazed Vaso

. . (Grave 1V.)

Occasionally goblets were made of it,

but of these no example has been found unbroken. From
fragments we can make out that they were in some cases
at least not unlike the pattern in common use to-day.
These fragments are white, blue or greenish,—the last-
named tint being probably only a modification under the
action of time and weather of the ‘original kyanos,— and
they are decorated with spirals and the like in black, chest-
nut, or yellow.! ‘

There remain to be mentioned implements of two other
materials, namely, wood and ivory. It goes without say-
ing that many of the commoner as well as of the vy 4.
costlier utensils were of wood, but in the nature Vo
of things nearly all of these have perished — a box or two
excepted? We find also two or three ivory boxes — one of

! See Schliemann’s Mycenae, xliii. ff., and for examples of the stone monlds
used in casting glass trinkets, i., pp. 107-109.

2 In Grave V., Schliemann’s First Sepunlchre, he picked up two sides of a
small quadrangular wooden box, on each of which are carved in relief a lion
and a dog. “ Small as these scnlptures are, they are still of capital interest,
becanse they prove that the art of carving in wood flourished in the hervic age.”
— Mycenae, p. 332.
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them with a lid, — with figures of animals, griffins, and men
in relief. Ivory played a more important part, however, as
a decorative medium for fabries of
other material. It was the féshion,
namely, in the Mycenaean as well
as in the Homeric age, and still
later, to enrich furniture and other
fabrics of wood with ivory trim-
mings. The tombs have yielded
up numerous examples in the form
of bands, pillars, plaques, disks,
buttons " and the like, most of
which were undoubtedly once in-

Fig. 2':;}“2:3‘1;‘11? Vase laid, riveted, or otherwise fastened

' on articles of wood. The bands
and plaques bear animal and human figures, usually in
relief, occasionally in intagho.

One article of prime importance we have not yet men-
tioned — namely, the lamp. It has been reserved to the last
because its discussion involves the whole question
of lighting the Mycenaean house. Of windows
proper, even in the palaces of the period, we have said
nothing, because there is nothing definite to say. Of their
existence no proof is yet forthcoming. By day the halls
could be lighted fairly well from the open door and the
lantern roof. Rooms without such lanterns, whether in
palace or hovel, may have been provided with slits in the
wall to admit the sunlight. These rooms, however, would
be but dimly lighted in winter, when the weather forbade
open doors. There was, of course, the firelight on the
hearth, as in the peasants’ huts to-day, where the wooden
shutter still does duty in lieu of window glass, and to this
would be added by night the smoking torch and cresset.

The Lamp
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It is hard to believe now that the hearth and the torch
afforded the only means of lighting known to the Mycenae-
ans, — that it never occurred to them to put to this use the
fat of the animals which they slaughtered for their daily food.
Nor was olive oil unknown, however rare it may still have
been, in Greece. Olive kernels have been found both at
Mycenae and at Tiryns; and, moreover, the wild olive is
native to Greece and often bears abundant fruit, from which
good oil could certainly be extracted. At the same period
oil was abundant in Syria; and at Thera, in the ruins of
houses far more ancient than the Mycenaean, along with
most primitive pottery, was found a stone apparatus which
is taken for an oil-press. Oil, then, could not have been
unknown, however little used. And the Mycenaeans kept
swine in great plenty, as well as other domestic animals
whose fat is found in use for lighting among people of far
lower civilization. It is the more surprising, then, to find
in the Homeric poems no mention of either oil or fat in this
use, but solely of torches and firepans.! That the Ionians,
down to the close of the Homeric age, were without any
other highting, is incredible.

We are now (1895) in a position to maintain that the
Mycenaeans were not strangers to lamplight and that we
have actually found
lamps in one of
their chamber
tombs. One of
these 1s here repro-
duced from photo-
graphs, both in a
side view and as
seen from above (Figs. 29, 30). It is of stone (an ash-blue.

! 3afBes and Aauwriipes, as in Odyssey, xviii. 307 ff.

Fig. 20. Stone Lamp
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schist) ; measures 8 inches long and 3 high, though it is
hollowed only three
fifths of an inch deep;
and has two mouths,
and a square incision
underneath, showing
that it was to be placed
upon a standard. The
graceful spiral pattern
carved upon the lips
lends the little vessel
an air of distinction.
Other like stone vessels
have been found — all
very shallow, with two handles, usually with two spouts, in
one case with four. Three of them are mounted on a stand-
ard some 20 inches high (Fig. 31).
The general form, the shallowness
of the bowl, the number of mouths,
the height of the standard, and the
peculiar handles go to show that
they were neither ordinary recepta-
cles nor torch-holders. We take them
for lamps, in which oil or fat (more

Fig. 30. Bowl of same Lamp

probably the latter) was burnt, thus -

affording a steadier and safer light

than the fitful fire or the Hlickering

torch. Fig. 31. Standard Lamp

If we now sum up the results of this and the foregoing
chapter and reproduce in imagination a Mycenaean palace
our impression of it must be in many respects a brilliant one.
There is the Great Hall, with the pillars upholding the roof
and inclosing the great round hearth with its rich poly-
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chrome designs; the smooth concrete floors, scratched in
checkers of red and blue; the walls frescoed in bands, now
of animals or linear designs, now of hunting or battle scenes,
and crowned with richly carved friezes, while the doorways
and the woodwork generally are agleam with noble bronze.
Then, answering to all this variety, the furnishings — among
them easy chairs decked out, it may be, with gold, silver,
bronze and ivory, and doubtless spread with rugs or skins;
vessels in endless variety of form and stuff — terra cotta,
kyanbs, alabaster, bronze, silver and gold, some of them,
like the golden cups from Vaphio, wrought with designs of
wondrous life and beauty. Certainly in all this we have a
high-water mark of comfort and luxury, of wealth and taste.

But the picture has its shadows, which would no doubt
be deepened if we could look into the huts of the common
herd. Even the palace is without a chimney or a window,
and the refinement of the age, as we have seen, was far
from exemplary. Prince and peasant in a rude age do
not differ much in manners; and the lower-class coarseness
which we infer from the housekeeping still in evidence at
Mycenae is more than matched by the lordly suitors of
Penelope. But the Ithacan scene is abnormal : it is a scene
of license and riot in a state of social anarchy — a picture
of society saved from dissolution solely by one woman’s
high heroic faith. This is not the type of woman, indeed,
which the poets have set upon these Argive thrones. Cly-
temnestra we know too well, but oblivion has been kinder
to Anteia, the Lycian queen of Proitos, setting her snares
for virtuous young Bellerophon. It is easy to forget that
this prehistoric intrigue is a tale of Tiryns — whether we
refer it to the present palace or an earlier one — and that
we owe to the false Anteia the only letter in Homer, “ the
baleful signs scratched within a folded tablet,” which poor
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Bellerophon carried as his own death-warrant from king
Proitos of Tiryns to that king’s father-in-law in Lycia.

Still we like to think of these princely halls as associated
with princely manners. And if the ages could roll back
and give us one glimpse of Mycenaean life in its bloom, we
should hope to find in these halls a society in keeping with
the legacy it has left us —men and women moving in that
atmosphere -of radiant yet simple dignity with which Homer
has invested Arete’s household and exemplifying the grand
sweet courtesy which high-born Helen seems to breathe
through the Halls of Menelaus. -
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CHAPTER V

THE DWELLINGS OF THE DEAD : SHAFT-GRAVES

'FroM the abodes of the living, we turn directly to a
study of the tombs. This order is suggested, as we trust
it will appear warranted, by two considerations. In the
first place, we thus bring into proper relation and connected
view all the great branches of architecture, military, do-
mestic, and sepulchral, of which the age has left us monu-
ments. Indeed, such is the close relation of the primitive
house and tomb that neither can be well studied apart from
the other. In the second place, it is the tombs which have
yielded our chief data for the further study of the age;
and it is of great practical convenience to look on, as it
were, at the unearthing of these precious relics, before

taking them up as documents for the history of primitive

culture.

The Mycenaean tombs are of two general types. The
first is that of the oblong pit sunk vertically in the ground,
very much like the modern grave; the second g, . e
includes the beehive or tholosstructure and ‘the °f tomb
rock-hewn chamber, approached alike by an avenue (dro-
mos) cut horizontally into a hillside. It is the second which
offers the great monuments of sepulchral architecture ;
but the shaft-graves are obviously earlier in origin, as they
were the first and are still the foremost in their contribu-
tion to our knowledge of the age to which they belong.’
They are, therefore, entitled to the first consideration.
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If the visitor to Mycenae enter the citadel by the Lions’
Gate, and turn to the south, twenty paces more will bring
he Roval him to the entrance’ of a unique circular inclo-
Cemotery at sure. It is 87 feet in diameter and fenced in by a
Mycenae . . .

double row of limestone slabs set vertically in two
concentric rings. These rings are about three feet apart,
and the space between them was originally filled in with

Fig. 32. The Grave Circle at Mycenas

small stones and earth, and then covered with cross-slabs of
the same kind with the uprights, six of which were found
in place.! The result'ig a wall some 4} feet thick and 3 to
5 feet high, the variation being due to the slope of the
rock from east to west.

! These covering slabs (according to Schliemann) “are firmly fitted in and
consolidated by means of notches, forming a mortise and tenon joint” (My-
* cenae, p. 124) ; but Belger has recently undertaken to show that the notches

were for wooden beams, as in the covering of the graves.— Jaksrb., 1895,
p. 114 f.
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For this curious ring-wall does not inclose a level space.
On the contrary, the ground falls off so abruptly that on
the west a Cyclopean retaining wall over 18 feet high (at
the maximum) had to be built for the support of the ter-
race, and even this wall is still two feet below the level of
the native rock in the eastern part of the inclosure. Thus
to bring the ring-wall to a uniform level, the upright slabs
on the Cyclopean foundation are as much as five feet high,
while on the living rock they are only three. Entering this
inclosure by the open passage, about six feet wide, — there
is no trace of a door,— we see hewn in the western slope
of the rock, at different levels, six graves of varying size.

Such is the aspect of the Royal Necropolis of Mycenae
to-day, but it was very different when Dr. Schliemann put in
the spade twenty years ago. Then the area, in- D
cluding the circle, was buried under the deepest b;llnll‘:rln;m
mound to be seen on the citadel —a mound ris-
ing 9 to 10 feet above the top of the ring-wall and 12 to
13 feet above the highest level of the rock, while the bottom
of some of the graves lay as much as 33 feet below the surface.
Naturally, it was the ring of slabs which first came to light,
and Dr. Schliemann at once thought he had uncovered the
agora of Agamemnon and his counsellors — a notion not with-
out a very plausible show of reason in the Greek writers,'
and espoused at first by an archaeologist so sober and well-
trained as C. T. Newton. Even the discovery of the tomb-
stones and then of the tombs themselves, filled with skele-
tons and offerings, did not shake Schliemann’s faith, in view
of Pausanias’ statement that at Megara the sepulchre of
the heroes was within the council-house (BovAevrripior),
which would naturally be in the agora. But the “ bench
of the agora,” — namely, the ring-wall with its covering of

1 See Mycenae, pp. 125-132.
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slabs, — while it might have offered comfortable sittings to
the Cyclopes who fenced the citadel, could hardly have
answered for men of ordinary, even heroic stature.
Reserving for the present the further discussion of the
character of this precinct, let us follow the explorer as he

[ ]
®
31
: @
o

X

Fig. 33. Plan of the Grave Circle

breaks into this charnel-house of the Heroic Age. The
mound itself has yielded quantities of the now familiar
Mycenaean pottery with terra-cotta idols, bronze knives,
stone implements and the like before the spade strikes the
first sure indices of the real nature of the place. These
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are the tombstones, some of them sculptured with scenes
from life — heroes in their chariots engaged in war or the
chase, —one of which we shall presently reproduce and
describe. '

At adepth of 7} feet below two of these stelae,and 21 feet
below the surface of the mound, Dr. Schliemann came upon
“a number of skeletons of men lying on the slope )
of the rock,” — doubtless, as we shall see, slaves or opical
captives immolated at the funeral of their lord, — *
and 9 feet deeper still (i. e., 30 feet from the surface) he
found the sepulchre known as Grave III.! It measures 16
feet 8 inches by 10 feet 2 inches in length and breadth,
but such is the irregularity of the rock surface that the
depth on each side varies — from 2} feet (west) and 3} feet
(south) to 5 feet on the north and 7 on the east. The
tomb is lined with a slanting schist wall, 5 feet high and
21 feet broad. In this tomb Dr. Schliemann ¢found the
mortal remains of three persons who, to judge by the small-
ness of the bones, and particularly of the teeth, and by the
masses of female ornaments, must have been women ;” and
there are indications that two children were buried with
them. The bodies lay three feet apart on a bed of pebbles,
and were “ literally laden with jewels.” To these offerings
the explorer devotes forty-five pages of his “ Mycenae,”
enumerating and describing them much in the order in
which they came to light. We shall attempt here so to
classify them as to suggest at least a picture of the dead
with all their funeral trappings in place.

1 See Plan, which is a section of the large-scale map in Steffen’s Karten von
Mykenai. The graves are nnmbered in the order followed in the Museumn at
Athens and in the recent literature of the subject, but differing fromm Dr.
Schliemann’s. Graves III., IV.and VI.are the same as Schliemann’s, while

Grave I.—=Schliemann’s II.

Grave II. = “ V.
Grave V.= “ I



88 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

To begin with the objects in “gold : there were 6 dia-
dems, among them the splendid gold crown with the flower-
withita  crest (Plate XII.), which still encircled the head of
offerings  one of the women ; a gold comb with bone teeth ;
the ornate gold-headed hairpin (Fig. 67); 6 gold spirals
for the hair; 15 gold pendants; 11 gold necklace-coils;
6 gold bracelets; 8 gold crosses and stars; 10 gold grass-
hoppers hung from gold chains; 1 gold butterfly ; 4 gold
griffins — one flying ; 4 gold lions couchant; 12 gold orna-
ments, each with two stags reposing upon branches of a
date palm; 10 ornaments with lions — one with two lions
attacking an ox; 3 gold intaglios with vigorous figure-sub-
jects (Figs. 73-75) ; 51 gold ornaments embossed with cuttle-
fish, butterflies, swans, eagles, hippocampi and sphinxes; 4
female idols in gold, including two of Aphrodite with doves;
18 gold wheels and tubes; 2 pairs of gold scales; 1 gold
mask of child; 1 gold goblet embossed with fishes swim-
ming; 5 gold vases with lids; and, finally, 701 “large,
thick, round, plates of gold, with a very pretty decoration
of repoussé work in fourteen different designs — spirals,
flowers, cuttlefish, butterflies, etc.” In addition to this pro-
fusion of gold, there were 4 silver vases and goblets, 2 silver
rods plated with gold; a magnificent alabaster vase and
cup; 1 bronze vase and 3 large bronze caldrons ; several en-
graved gems; and “an enormous quantity of amber beads.”
Such is a rapid inventory of the funeral outfit of these My-
cenaean ladies, in which Dr. Schliemann enumerates 870
objects in gold alone (illustrated by 86 figures), not includ-
ing “many small gold ornaments,” “a large quantity ” of
gold beads, and “another large quantity of small pieces of
very thin beaten gold with which the whole tomb was
strewn.”

Leaving for the present all comment on this .funeral
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furniture, we proceed to a like rapid survey of one of the
graves occupied by men as well as women. Less Another
than five feet from Grave III., on the west, “at a peave
depth of 26 feet below the former surface of the mound
(says Dr. Schliemann) I struck an almost circular mass of ™
masonry, with a large round opening in the form of a well;
it was 4 feet lngh and
measured 7 feet from
north to south and
5] from east to west.
1 at once recognized
in this curious monu-
ment a primitive altar
for funeral rites, and
was strengthened in :
this belief by two Fig. 34. Altar over Grave IV.
slabs in the form of tombstones which lay in a horizontal
position below the altar and which must have once been
erected on the spot to mark the site of the sepulchre.” At
a depth of 26} feet (or about 3 feet directly beneath the
foot of the altar), was found a grave 24 by 18} feet in
length and breadth, with sides varying in depth from 6 to
10 feet, the bottom lying 33 feet below the mound surface.
The tomb was lined to a height of 7% feet by a slanting
stone wall, 4 feet wide at bottom, thus leaving an area of
16 by 10} feet available for interments. In this space,
again on a pebble bed, lay the bodies of five persons,' three
with heads to the east, the other two with heads to the
north.

¢ The five bodies of this Fourth Tomb (says Schliemann)
were literally smothered in jewels,” and again his inventory,

1 By a careful study of the offerings, Schuchhardt (p. 214 ff.) has shown that
in all probability two of the five were women.
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which fills over seventy pages of “ Mycenae” and includes
figures of 123 representative objects, goes far
to justify the statement. But there was more
than jewelry. Around the walls of the tomb were ranged
34 large copper jugs and caldrons — one of the latter 2}
fe:t in diameter and another of them countaining 100 gold-
plated buttons with intaglios; and in one heap lay more
than 20 bronze swords, among them the now famous blade
with the lion-hunts inlaid in gold; and to these we must
add hilts, pommels, and a sword-belt of gold. Three of
the dead had the golden masks (Fig. 35) still on their faces,
and two of the three had their breasts covered with large
golden breastplates.! Near the head of another lay a large
gold crown, and there were also two smaller diadems. There
were two signet-rings, with intaglios of a chariot hunt and
a battle-scene (hand to hand), and a massive gold bracelet
(Fig. 76) of enormous size; and the knee-bone of one of
the men was still encircled by the ornate gold clasp that
had fastened on the greave. Of other golden ornaments,
there were some 600, such as hairpins, ribbons, axes, rings,
buttons, flowers, cuttlefish, etc.; and to complete the heroic
outfit there were the dragon-pommel and part of the gold
sheath of a sceptre (Fig. 63), with a second smaller sceptre-
sheath; a gold lion-mask; a great silver ox-head with
golden horns, and 56 little replicas of the same in gold ; 3
gold models of a temple with Aphrodite’s doves perching
on the roof (Fig. 40); 10 splendid golden vessels, including
the dove-cup (Fig. 36); and 19 silver vessels, — goblets,
flagons, bowls, vases, etc. Further there were objects in
alabaster, bronze, terra cotta, and by two of the dead in
two heaps lay 800 amber beads varying from the size of a
pea to the size of a silver dollar, while the whole sepulchre

1 One of these proved to be a crested diadem. Schuchbardt, p. 217, Fig. 211.

Its offerings
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was strewn with small gold leaves, of which more than half
a pound were gathered up.

The mere inventory is enough to show the barbaric splen-
dor which went with the Mycenaean to his tomb, but for a
clear conception of ancient burial one should see the tomb
itself with its tenants and their offerings about them. This
every visitor to Athens may do, for in the National Museum
Grave V1. (discovered by Stamatakes) has been reproduced
(so to speak), and its occupants — two men — there lie out-
stretched on their pebble bed, with their drinking-cups at
kand and their armory in reach, while great vases are ranged
about their feet.

‘We now proceed to a general study of this Royal Ceme-
tery and the questions raised in connection with it. And
first, of the monuments. _

The stelae are of soft shelly limestone (a sort of poros
composed of countless minute shells), and so easily cut, but
at the same time easily fractured. Schuchhardt 1, Toms
has undertaken to show ¢ that only the graves of ®°"
the men were marked by sculptured slabs with reliefs rep-
res=nting occupations which belong exclusively to men,
whilst the graves of women only received modest polished
stones.” This is doubtless true, though even the men’s
graves are not invariably distinguished in this way. At
any rate, according to Stamatakes, the sixth grave, in which
men were undoubtedly buried, was marked by an unsculp-
tured slab. Beside the four sculptured stones found in
place (one on Grave II. and three on Grave V.) Dr. Tsountas
found a fifth at a depth of five feet near the polygonal
tower; and there must have been more, for some thirty
sculptured fragments have been found within and without
the circle —a third of the number showing parts of figure-
subjects.
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One of these stones from Grave V. is here published
(Plate XI.). In subject and treatment it is typical. The
space to be treated is laid off in two equal parts, one above
another. The upper and larger compartment 1s filled in
with a spiral decoration; the lower with a figure-subject,
representing a man mounted upon a chariot drawn by one
horse (apparently), with another man at the horse’s head.
Only the forward part of the chariot box with a single
four-spoked wheel' 18 represented: as we must assume a
second wheel, so undoubtedly we are to take the horse as
standing for a span. The charioteer holds the reins in his
right hand, while the left apparently rests on the hilt of a
huge broadsword which tapers to a point, like a spear-head.
There is nothing to show for pole or traces, the reins alone
serving to establish a relation between chariot and horse.
The footman seems to be grasping the horse’s forelock
with his right hand, while in his left he holds uplifted a
curiously shaped sword — broad in the middle and tapering
to both ends. This is generally interpreted as a hostile
encounter (so Schliemann, Schuchhardt, Perrot); but the
footman may be taken for an attendant rather than an
enemy. We prefer to read the subject as a chief bound
for battle or the chase, attended by his squire. In Homer
we should see the latter in the chariot with his chief ; but
the Mycenaean sculptor was not such a master of perspec- '
tive as to find room for him there or beside the chariot or
horse. The spaces about the figures are filled as usual
with spirals.

Another stele from this grave presents a kindred com-
position, but here the man in front is clearly making at the
mounted man with a spear. The third stone— of which

1 The Homeric chariot wheel has eight spokes — at least this is trne of the
Olympian car which Hera drives (x¢xAa xdAkea dxrdxvnua, Iliad, v. 723).
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only the lower compartment with the figure-subject is left,
and that sadly mutilated — seems to combine two distinct
scenes in the same space, namely, a charioteer riding over a
prostrate foe, and under this a lion chasing an ibex. These
subjects are in singular harmony with the offerings in the
tomb which the stelae marked — many of them distinguish-
ing the dead as warriors and hunters: not to mention the
gold breastplate and sword-belt, there are at least a dozen
objects — daggers, gold goblets and gold plates — with
designs relating to the chase.

The fourth stele (from Grave IL.) is laid off in three
vertical instead of horizontal compartments — the middle
one being left plain, while the two outer ones are carved
like the coils of a serpent in “a broad wave pattern ” which
may be regarded as the prototype of the meander.

It is clear from their technique that the tombstones are
earlier than the lion-relief. In the latter the modeling
of the figures is really plastic, while the figures of the
stelae look as if they had been drawn on a flat board and
then relieved by cutting away or sinking the adjacent sur-
face. Thus the figures are quite flat and always lie in the
same plane with the border of the slab.

The graves, as already noted, are oblong shafts sunk in the
soft rock, but varying in size. The smallest (II.) measures
about 9 by 10% feet, the largest (IV ) 18} by 24
feet, and the depth in the rock varies from 2 to 16
feet. These figures, however, do not represent their actual
capacity, for all the graves but one (the second) are lined
on every side with slanting stone walls, which in Grave IV.
are four feet thick at bottom, thus considerably diminishing
the available room. The walls'are not carried all the way
up,—in Grave IV, as we have seen, they are 7 feet 8 inches

high, while the grave is 10 feet deep,— and they were

The Graves
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doubtless intended to carry the wooden beams whereon
rested the covering slabs of stone. We owe this important
conclusion to the insight of Dr. Dorpfeld. Some of these
covering slabs had fallen when the wooden beams rotted .
away and were mistaken by Dr. Schliemann for casings.
But on careful inquiry Dr. Dorpfeld learned that one of
these slabs had actually been found on a body, and at once
“it became plain to him that the disorder in the graves was
not the result of a hasty burial, but of the falling of a roof
or lid formed by those slabs. The presence of the many
well-preserved pieces of wood was now explained; across
the grave lay one or two strong beams which carried the
slabs; when the beams rotted, the lid fell in, and the
greater part of the slabs just slipped down against the wall,
and remained there in an erect position ; but some of them
also fell on the bodies. Next, the bronze casings with
which the ends of the beams had been shod, were discov-
ered in the Museum among the finds from the third grave.
Each is 10 inches long, 5 inches high, and 4} inches broad,
and is filled with wood in fair preservation, which was
fastened all around with a number of strong copper nails.” !
It was only in Grave ITI. that such casings were used. -

In the six graves were found nineteen skeletons : namely,
three in the first, one in the second, five in the third (three
Nineteen ~ WOmen and two children, apparently), five in the
skeletons  fourth, three in the fifth, and two in the sixth.
Each lay at the bottom of the grave on a bed of small
pebbles ; although Stamatakes reports that in Grave VI.,
under this bed of pebbles, was another layer of small stones,
about twenty inches deep, and Schliemann notes the same

1 Schuchhardt’s Schliemann’s Ezcavations, ed. Sellers, 160 f. It was Dr.
Schuchhardt himself who discovered the true office of the copper casings which
Schliemann had taken to be “head pillows for the dead.”
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thing in Grave I. The orientation of the dead was not
-uniform, and the body was not (as nowadays) disposed at

full length, but in a half-sitting posture, with the head rest- -

ing on high pillows. More important is the evidence that
the Mycenaeans knew and employed the art of embalming.
Of the third body found in Grave V., Dr. Schlie-
mann states that ¢ the round face, with all its flesh,
had been wonderfully preserved under its ponderous golden
mask ; there was no vestige of hair, but both eyes were
perfectly visible, also the mouth, which, owing to the enor-
mous weight that had pressed upon it, was wide open, and
showed thirty-two beautiful teeth. The color of the body
resembled very much that of an Egyptian mummy.” ' As
the preservation of a body for 3000 years is otherwise inex-
plicable, Helbig? maintains that the dead were embalmed.
This is not improbable, although we have no evidence of
the fact from any other grave of this period. From the
Homeric poems we know that the bodies of the chiefs lay in
state for days, and even weeks, before being consigned to
the tomb, and without embalming this would have been
impossible.* Indeed, Homer has in mind some process of
embalming when he tells us how “on Patroklos Thetis
shed ambrosia and red nectar through his nostrils that his
flesh might abide the same continually,”* until Achilles
should slay Hector, and bury his comrade. And Aphrodite
anoints Hector’s body ¢ with rose-sweet oil ambrosial,” and
Apollo covers it with a cloud to keep the sun from shrivel-
ing his flesh.® A yet more direct proof is found in the fact

Embalming

1 Mycenae, p. 296 {., with figure from an oil painting made directly after the
discovery.

2 Das Homerische Epos, 53 f£.

3 For example, Hector’s body is not burned until the twenty-second day
after death, and Achilles lies in state seventeen days. — Odyssey, xxiv. 63.

4 1liad, xix. 38 f. 5 Iliad, xxiii. 186.
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that Homer thrice employs Tapyveww,! in the sense to bury,
while the.word is obviously only another form for the later
- current Tapiyevey to pickle, embalm. Hence it is not im-
probable that embalming was known in the Mycenaean
age, though employed simply for the preservation of the
body while lying in state. This, without doubt, continued
many days in the case of chiefs and princes — not so with
the common people ; hence, embalming would be exceptional.
And from the probable embalming of some corpses we have
no warrant for concluding that the Mycenaeans held views
of a future life akin to those of the Egyptians.?

The six graves obviously belonged to a single dynasty,
and are not all of the same date. The third, fourth and
AFamily ffth are distinctly the earlier, as we shall presently
Sepulchre  gee. More than that, it is altogether improbable
that the several bodies in any one grave were all buried
at the same time: and in that case every grave (except the
second) must have been reopened once or oftener before it
received its complement of corpses. On these occasions
the bones of those buried previously were often pushed
aside or gathered into heaps; at least, this seems to have
been done in the sixth grave (now set up intact at the
National Museum), and we shall see that it was a common
occurrence in the beehive and chamber tombs.

After the burial the grave was covered with slabs and
then mounded over, and the mourners sat down to the
Fumerat  funeral repast beside it, as may be inferred from
Banquet  the bones of beeves, goats, swine and deer which
litter the ground — partly due to these feasts, partly also

1 Iliad, vii. 85 ; xvi. 456, 674.

2 For valuable data as to embalming in other parts of the East (Phoenicia,
India, Babylonia, Scythia), as well as Greece, and in Mexico, Perw and the
South Pacific, see Helbig, L. c.
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to the victims sacrificed to the dead at the funeral and per-
haps afterward. Such offerings to the dead are attested
by the sacrificial pit above Grave IV., which was intended
to receive the blood of the victims slaughtered over it as
well as the customary libations. On no one of the other
graves, indeed, was such a pit discovered, and even that
just mentioned was covered by a deep mound without being
replaced by another higher up. This does not prove that
the worship of the dead ceased and their offerings were
discontinued,— probable as it is that toward the end of the
Mycenaean age ancestor-worship declined, —but merely indi-
cates that simple pits in the surface of the ground replaced
the old Cyclopean constructions.

Beside the bones of animals there were found in the
tumulus human skulls and skeletons apparently thrown
there pellmell. And, according to Stamatakes g, ..
(in his report dated December 4, 1877), « four . Secrifices
bodies of a later period were buried in as many different
parts of the eastern side of the inclosure. Two of the
graves were of the usual shape, but the others were round
pits. In these graves nothing was found but the bones.”
These graves, which Stamatakes thought to be late, were
probably as old as the Royal Tombs; indeed, pits contain-
ing bones are found also in the tholos and rock tombs, and
the absence of offerings from these pits in the Grave Circle
only goes to show the quality of the persons buried in them.
These, as well as the skeletons of men found by Dr. Schlie-
mann above the mouth of Grave III., must have been the
bodies of slaves or captives immolated on the master’s tomb.

But postponing for the present the further discussion of
the funeral repast and the immolation of victims, human
and brute, we must now consider briefly the funeral offer-
ings. These are, of course, too numerous for any detailed
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description, for which the reader must go to Schliemann’s
own original account or to Schuchhardt’s admirable con-
densation of it.

Here we shall confine ourselves to those of more general
importance or specially characteristic and illustrative. And
we may premise that these funeral furnishings included
many objects of no practical utility — especially the cheap
ornaments, fabricated expressly for the dead, though always

Fig. 35. Gold Mask (Grave IV.)

in imitation of things actually worn by the living. So the
golden knee-caps, the armlets of gold-foil and many other
gewgaws were doubtless substituted for the more substan-
tial and serviceable articles of actual use. Later, especially
in Roman times, the Greeks often buried with their dead
these gold-foil ornaments, such as ear and finger rings,
while the more solid and valuable jewelry actually worn by
the departed in their lifetime was kept by the survivors.
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Still, a great many of these Mycenaean funeral offerings
were solid and substantial and had undoubtedly seen actual
service.

Among offerings made expressly for the burial, the first
place belongs to seven gold masks from the third, fourth
and fifth tombs. Five of these in all probability Gold M
covered the faces of men, while the other two ks
from Grave III. belonged to children, whose hands and
feet were likewise moulded (so to speak) in gold-leaf.
These masks were undoubtedly intended to perpetuate the
features of the dead, and so there is a rude attempt at real
portraiture, but without any great success. So we must
regard simply as funeral decorations the great gold breast-
plates found upon the breasts of men in the Brosstolates
fourth and fifth graves. Of the same character, mﬁmp
probably, were the large golden diadems found
in graves (1., ITI., IV.) which appear to have been occupied
in whole or in part by women.

To men, of course, belonged the various weapons—
swords, daggers, spear and arrow heads. Most of the
swords were found in the fourth and fifth graves,
and there can be no doubt that these were made
not merely to deck the bier and the tomb of the dead,
but for actual service in life. Their solidity proves this.
So of the great copper vessels, particularly tlTe Caldrons
numerous caldrons. As late as the Homenc
period, these together with sheep and oxen served as the
current medium of exchange, and Agamemnon' tenders
Achilles as part of his peace-offering twenty shining cal-
"drons. They were placed in the grave as a form
of stored wealth, perhaps without the special '
meaning which apparently attached to the gold and silver

! Iliad, ix. 123.

eapons
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goblets. These are found chiefly with the bodies of men,
and may be regarded as their proper insignia, to be used
in the other world as well as this in their potations and
libations. One of these, a gold
goblet from Grave IV. (Fig. 36)
is not only a dénag dupuineilov,
but it has a dove perched on each
of the two handles, thus recalling
the famous cup of Nestor described
by Homer: “a right goodly cup
that the old man brought from
home, embossed with studs of gold,
Fig. 36. Gold Cup from  and four handles there were to it,
Grave IV and round each two golden doves
were feeding.”' Nestor’s cup, indeed, had four handles
and eight doves, while our Mycenaean - goblet has but two
of each, but the position of the doves is the same.? There
are also silver cups of splendid workmanship, — among
them the great goblet from Grave IV. whose sole remaining
fragment presents the vivid Siege Scene which we repro-
duce and describe on page 213. Another interesting silver
cup from the same grave is
enriched with inlaid decora-
tions of gold —golden lotus-
plants in gold flower-pots set
in a band defined by the rim
above and a ring of minute
inlaid gold disks running
quite round the cup below
(Fig. 37). All these enrich- Fig. 87. Tulaid Silver Cup
ments are cut out of gold-leaf and inlaid upon the silver
1 Jliad, xi. 632-5.

2 With this cup, cf. the Cyprian cups described by Ohnefalsch-Richter,
Kypros, the Bible and Homer, p. 275.
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body just as are the gold heads which encircle another silver
goblet from a chamber tomb (Fig. 117) and the golden
figures on the dagger-blades (see pages 201, 231, 235).

Of the other offerings, the great mass is made up of
ornaments for men as well as women. They include rings,
beads, clasps, possibly earrings, buttons, flowers,
leaves, human and brute figures, and all sorts of
trinkets or trimmings. Nearly all these offerings are of

Trinkets

Figs. 38, 30. Aphrodite Figures in Gold Leaf

gold, ornaments of other metals and of glass paste being
exceedingly rare in these graves. The beads, indeed, are
mostly of stone or amber, but even this class includes the
three gold intaglios, and the three engraved gems found
with them, which we describe more particularly on page 181.
Of the other votives the most important are the
figures representing Aphrodite with doves hover-
ing about her head. Two of them are here reproduced
(Figs. 38, 39). The first, with a single dove, is a simple
repoussé gold plate, hollow at the back, and pierced with
six holes for fastening it to the dress. The second consists
of two plates, and is finished on both sides. It may have

Idols
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formed the head of a hairpin, as Schuchhardt has conjec-
tured.

Beside these idols, there were found several models of
temples (or rather of temple fagades) in gold-leaf. On each
Goldieat Of these again perch two doves, symbols of the
Temples  oult of Aphrodite (Astarte). The temples are
raised upon foundations of regular masonry, and the roofs

Fig. 40. Model of Temple in Gold (Grave IV.)

are flat with a central upper structure of the clerestory
type. The fagade shows three doorways, and in the middle
of each stands a column crowned with a capital.!

1 These columns are hard to account for; it has been suggested that they
were needed to carry the broad lintel (Luschan, Ztschr. fiir Ethnologie, 1892, p.
207) ; and again (Schuchhardt, p. 200 f.) that “the artist wished to indicate
single columns or rows of columns standing in the interior, and clumsily showed
one through each entrance.” But Ohnefalsch-Richter takes these (as well as
the column of the lion-relief) as holy symbols — Maaseboth or sun-columns
— and the anchor-like projections as intended for the sun’s rays (Kypros, the
Bible and Homer, 179 £.).
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Among the furnishings of Grave IV. special interest
attaches to the great silver ox-head with golden horns, as
well as to its tiny gold-leaf replicas (as we may call them)
which were found with it to the number of fifty- ;.. o,
six. The silver ox-head is cast in a single mould &34 vith
while the horns are shaped out of gold-plate and Ho™
fastened on. The head itself 1s further bedecked and the
features brought out by the application of gold — plated
not directly upon the silver, which appears to have been
beyond the Mycenaean goldsmith’s art, but upon an inter-
mediate plating of copper. By this roundabout process a
splendid gold rosette (2} inches in diameter) is set on the
forehead, while mouth, muzzle, eyes and ears are accentu-
ated by gilding which has now for the most part disap-
peared. The head is hollow, and between the horns there
is a hole evidently intended to receive a double axe such
as appears in each of the gold-leaf replicas. This emblem
points unmistakably to their use: they are symbols of
sacrifices offered to the dead,' in conformity with the well-
known ancient custom of offering to gods and heroes metal
or terra-cotta simulacra of real victims. The silver head in
particular appears as if expressly adorned for the sacrifice
in the fashion familiar to the Homeric student. In the Iliad
(x. 292-4), for example, Diomede, invoking Athene’s aid,
makes this vow: “ And to thee will I sacrifice a yearling

1 Cf. Milehhbfer, Anfiinge der Kunst, p. 116 f. Ohnefalsch-Richter, Kypros,
the Bible and Homer, text, p. 240 ; plates, xliv.: “Heads of oxen, cows and
calves appear very frequently as a symbol of sacrifice among the monuments
of the eopper-bronzg period. Both the Kyprian and the Cappadocian ox-heads
recall the large silver ox-head from Mykenae belonging to the same period,
and the Kyprian example is not much below it in style and execution. . . . A
striking analogy to our Kyprian ox- cow- and calf-head amulets and bronze
votive tablets in the form of an ox-head, is found in the gold-leaf Mykenaean

ornaments in the shape of ox-heads with double axes between their horns, and
also in a terra-cotta votive plaque from Carthage.”
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heifer, broad at brow, unbroken, that never yet hath man
led beneath the yoke. Her will I sacrifice to thee, and
gild her horns with gold.” Again, in the Odyssey (iii.
382—4) we find Nestor making the same vow to the same
goddess, and we even witness the gilding of the horns by
Laerkes the goldsmith (ib., 429-438): “So the heifer came
from the field: . . . the smith came holding in his hands
his tools, the means of his craft, anvil and hammer and
well-made pincers, wherewith he wrought the gold ; Athene,
too, came to receive her sacrifice. And the old knight
Nestor gave gold, and the other fashioned it skillfully, and
gilded therewith the horns of the heifer, that the goddess
might be glad at the sight of her fair offering.”

Of the rich spoil of this grave, two more objects require
mention. One of these is a lion-mask in gold; the

) other a vessel of an alloy of silver and lead cast
St in the form of an antlered stag. With this may
™ be compared “the figure of an ox treated partly
as a statuette, partly as a vase” found in a grave at Hagia
Paraskevi in Cyprus.!

Among the finds from Grave V., which puzzled Schlie-
mann, were twelve rectangular gold plates, four of them
Gortonatea €Mbossed with interwoven spirals, the rest with
Caskets  two slightly different designs of a lion chasing a
stag. Schuchhardt found that ¢ these plates had belonged
to two small caskets, whose hexagonal wooden bottoms are
still in existence. The long sides correspond exactly to the
long plates [with the figure designs], the two short sides

to the two short ones.” These ornate boxes

would naturally be taken for a lady’s belongings,

but the inference would be erroneous, as only men were

buried in this grave. The genuine shell of an ostrich egg
1 Qbnefalsch-Richter, L. c.

Ostrich Egg
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found in this tomb is one more immediate voucher for the
early commerce between Greece and the East.

From Grave III again, in which only women and chil-
dren were buried, we have two pairs of golden scales (in
miniature). The trays are simply disks of gold- ¢ 4.n
leaf — one pair of them stamped with a butterfly, Balances
the other with a leaf and circle pattern —like the seven
hundred odd gold-plate dress-trimmings found in the same
tomb. The cords are thin strips of gold, and the beams
tubes of thin gold plate which must have covered a bar of
wood or bronze. Of course these balances are too frail
ever to have served any practical purpose. Dr. Schliemann
thought them symbolical, like “ the scales in the wall paint-
ings of Egyptian tombs, in which are weighed the good
and bad deeds of the deceased ; ” and he recalls the golden
scales wherein Zeus weighs the “lots of doom:”?

“Then the father hung his golden balances, and set
therein two lots of dreary death, one of Achilles, one of
horse-taming Hector, and held them by the midst and
poised. Then Hector’s fate sank down, and fell to the
house of Hades, and Phoebus Apollo left him.”

But these miniature balances rather represent simply a
part of the housewife’s outfit, as do the small knives found
exclusively in women’s graves in the lower town. In an
age without money, women as well as men would have fre-
quent occasion for weighing. Thus, when the Phoenician
kidnapper comes peddling his wares to the palace of Eu-
maeus’ father,” and displays “a golden chain, strung here
and there with amber beads,” we see the maidens in the
hall and their mistress ¢ handling the chain and gazing
on it and offering him their -price,” which could hardly be
determined without weighing the gold.

! Iliad, xxii. 210~213. 2 Odyssey, xv. 459 ff.
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We have now to consider the vexed question of the cir-
cular inclosure in its ancient aspect and office, and in its
relation to the original fortress —a question postponed to
this point because it is one that interests the archaeologist
rather than the general reader. Dr. Schliemann’s notion
that this was ¢ the circle of the agora,” we need not stop
to discuss ; if we have been fortunate enough to make out
an agora of the Mycenaean age, it seems to be at Gha in
Lake Copais rather than in Argos.

The current view is that the circle was a femenos, set
apart and consecrated to the illustrious dead entombed
within it. The uneven inclosure (it is held) was filled up
to the level of the entrance threshold, and on the level thus
formed the stelae were planted. So it remained until the
dynasty whose sepulchre it was had passed away. After-
wards in the course of ages the earth, washing down from
the upper terraces of the citadel, buried it under the great
mound Schliemann found there.

This temenos theory is one we find it difficult to accept,
and our objections to it may be briefly stated.

First, according to Schliemann’s account, the lower strata
of the mound were not such as they would have been if
Objections washed down by the l:a.ins; and the-débris above
to temtence the tombs to the height of the ring-wall con-

tained layers of nearly pure red earth, such as is
foreign to the formation of this rock-hill and must there-
fore have been carried from without.! This warrants the
the circle.  INference that the inclosure was not covered up
mound 0ot oradually by the action of the elements, and goes
chance to show that the circle was filled up at least to
the top of the ring-wall as soon as that wall was made.?

! The authority for this statement is Petros Christopoulos, who was employed
in the excavations, and has been custodian of the Museum at Mycenae ever
since.

2 This was Schliemann’s opinion (Mycenae, p. 88) : “ It deserves particular
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Second, a glance at the precinct as it remains to-day
shows that — contrary to the general belief —it was never
entirely leveled. For, in the first place, the rock-
surface of the eastern half is not only very uneven,
but actually lies higher than the threshold of the entrance.
Again, we find many unwrought stones laid against the
vertical slabs of the inner ring to keep them in position.
Had the circle been leveled, these of course must have been
covered up; but in fact — though disturbed and doubtless
lowered by the excavators — they still lie three feet higher
than the level of the threshold. Indeed, the precinct could
have been leveled only in one of two ways — by cutting
down the soft rock on the east (which would have been
easy enough) or by grading up to it on the west. The first
we know was not done; the second course would not only
have buried much of the ring-wall on the west, but would
have blocked up the entrance. More than that: it would
have buried all the sculptured tombstones. For, as we are
informed, " the three sculptured stones on Grave V. stood
twenty inches, and the one on Grave II five feet lower
than the ring of slabs.

Thirdly, the entrance was an open passage ; at least there
is no trace whatever of a gate. Now it is hardly g,
conceivable that a consecrated place should be °Fe"
left open to all comers, — even to dogs, which we know
were kept inside the Mycenaean acropolis.

Fourthly, as Steffen’s plan shows, before this entrance
there are remains of houses, later indeed than the ring-wall,
but still of the Mycenaean age. When these , 4 piocked
houses were built, the temenos (if such it was) by houses
could not have been abandoned, yet the houses blocked its
attention that on the inner side of the supposed circle . . . the vacant space

has evidently been filled up with débris to the very top of the wall immediately
after its completion.”

recinct not
eveled
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entrance and rendered access to it well-nigh impossible.
Such encroachment on a sacred precinet could hardly have
been tolerated.

Fifthly, the orientation of the stelae — of which nine
were found in place — makes against the ‘emenos theory.
Oriontation  According to Schliemann, all of these faced west
ofstelse  _ notably the four sculptured stones had their
reliefs turned that way. Why was this? Belger’s' answer
i8: “ The stelae, like the dead in the graves beneath, faced
the land of shades, i. e., the west.” But in fact, two of
the bodies in Grave 1V. lay with heads to the north ;* and,
further, we shall see that in the tholos and chamber-tombs,
as among the later Hellenes, in this matter no fixed rule
obtains. But had there been such usage, it certainly would
not have determined the orientation of the stelae. That
would depend on the place, e. g., in a street of tombs,
the tombstones would always face the thoroughfare.
On the temenos theory, the rule is reversed here: all the
stelae turn their backs on the sole entrance (so far as we
can positively make out) to the precinct and the road
leading through it. The reliefs ought to have faced not
west but east in order to be seen from the entrance or the
thoroughfare.

These considerations seem fatal to the theory that the
slab circle inclosed a temenos set apart and frequented for
Not s to. the cult of the dead: Not only so, but these very
menos but  considerations point to a radically different con-
a tumulus

clusion, which we hold to be the true one, namely,
that the ring of slabs was formed in the first place as a
retaining wall for this embankment. It was, that is to say,
the foundation of a tumulus raised above these tombs,
which resembled in many ways the tumuli of Attica. One

1 Mykenische Lokalsage, p. 38. 2 Mycenae, p. 215.
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of these, at Velanideza, was found to be inclosed for about
a third of its circuit by a wall of poros slabs and unbaked
bricks. Possibly there was a passageway here, as at My-
cenae, but even without this it was easy to effect an en-
trance whenever a new interment was to take place by
pulling down a section of the rude wall. At Myecenae, on
the other hand, the inclosure was too elaborate to be
breached in this way ; and so a passage was reserved. This,

Fig. 41. The Tumulus at Velanideza in Attica

however, was used only on occasion of burial, and was
kept closed the rest of the time by slabs or a stone wall,
such as we shall find actually closing the beehive and cham-
ber tombs. This is the reason, no doubt, that the threshold
shows scarcely any signs of wear, as it would do if the place
had been a temenos, and the entrance open for ages.

Now it is commonly held — and there is much to sustain
the view — that the slab-circle, with the supporting wall on
the west, is later than the graves, while the section of the
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circuit wall west of the inclosure is later than either of
The Graves these. This was long ago observed by Adler*
outside the  and is evident from the marked bend in the cir-
w cuit where it approaches nearest to the supporting
wall. This bend can be explained only by assuming that
the supporting wall is the earlier, and that the natural
course of the circuit wall was changed in order to leave a
passageway between the two for the garrison. And not
only this section, but the south-west wall entire and the
Lions’ Gate itself are later than the tombs. The tombs,
that 1s to say, were originally outside the acropolis.?
Further, even the graves are not all of the same date;
but the fourth is apparently the earliest as it lies lowest,
™ followed in order as the ground rises by the third
of diterent and fifth. Over the fourth grave (as we have
dates .
seen) and only three feet above its mouth was
erected an altar —in reality, a sacrificial pit for the wor-
ship of the departed in the tomb beneath. This altar was
8 feet below the level of the ring-wall, or on the theory of
a leveled temenos four or five feet under ground. Doubt-
less it was placed there when this was the only grave and
the rough rock slope in its natural state. Then when the
fifth grave was added the family sepulchre thus enlarged
appears to have been covered with a common mound or
tumulus, for whose support a rough foundation-wall on the
west would be required. Now, in fact, the present sup-
porting-wall does not seem to be all of the same age, for at

1 Arch. Zeitung, 1876, p. 197.

2 So Adler (Tiryns, xxvii.), who holds to the temenos theory: ¢Originally
lying outside at the old approach to the fortress, and afterwards included in
the circuit of the walls, this family sepulchre was at last made into a sacred
enclosure with an entrance gate, in order to celebrate solemn rites there.”
But Steffen maintains that the graves were ‘von vornherein innerbalb der
Akropolis > (Karten von- Mykenai: Erl. Text, p. 31).
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the point where its height is greatest (namely, 18} feet) it
1s vertical to the height of 5 feet, and thence slopes inward.
The perpendicular part is probably a remnant of the older
foundation wall, on which the present one was afterwards
built.! Again, although the second grave (which appears
to be later than the third, fourth and fifth, but earlier than
the other two) lies at the western side, where the rock falls
off abruptly, its bottom is 6} to 93 feet above the level of
the bottoms of the three earlier graves. Hence its total
depth in the rock is barely 20 inches. Now as an actual
grave so shallow as this would be out of the question, this
one must have been sunk when the rock lay considerably
beneath the surface. We may assume, then, that it was dug
in the side of an artificial tumulus, and hence the stele
upon it, although later than those, e. g., on the third tomb,
was set on a lower level than they. Before the first and
sixth graves were dug, the tumulus apparently was again
enlarged. Finally the present supporting wall was built,
the cemetery inclosed, and the inclosure filled up at least
to the height of the slabs. At each enlargement of the
mound, the old monuments — which, like the altar, could
not be removed, or which for other reasons were no longer
desirable — were covered up and replaced by others on the
new tumulus.

The tombstones faced the west, because they were placed
there before the cemetery was inclosed or the mound
raised, and consequently before the present west- g0 face
ern wall of the acropolis was built. At that time th°™
there must have been a frequented thoroughfare west of

1 It is generally stated that the supporting wall is only 13 feet high, and all
of it sloping (Mycenae, p. 87 £.). In fact its lower perpendicular part, which
is near the fonrth tomb, we discovered only in 1891, while seeking to ascertain

whether any remains of an older foundation were preserved.



112 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

the graves, undoubtedly the principal avenue leading to the
citadel. Upon this, naturally, the monuments fronted.
Had the slab circle already existed, its height would have
quite hidden them from view, but in fact, when the monu-
ments were erected, there was nothing but a low retaining
wall between them and the road.

Naturally, the tumulus which was used as a family burial-
place would be enlarged from time to time; and a parallel
Goadudl is afforded not only by the tumuli of Attica,
growthof  but also by the Homeric poems. So Achilles,'
the tumulus . .

grieving by Patroclus’ pyre and looking forward
to his own doom, directs that over his comrade’s ashes a
mound of moderate size be heaped, which should be after-
wards enlarged to receive himself. “No huge barrow I
bid you toil to raise —a seemly one, no more; then after-
ward do ye Achaeans build it broad and high, whosoever
of you after I am gone may be left in the benched ships.”

It accords with ancient custom, too, that we find this
family sepulchre just outside the citadel and on the main

road to it. Thus Euripides, in his Helena, repre-
Tomb at the . .
entering in sents "I‘hfaocl?'menw.s-—an Egyptian, 1nde‘(.ed, blft

Hellenic in his sentiments here — as saluting his
father’s tomb by the palace-gates: ¢ All hail, my father’s
tomb! I buried thee, Proteus, at the place where men pass
out, that I might often greet thee; and so, evei" as I go
out and in, I, thy son, Theoclymenus, call on thee, father.” 2

After its inclosure no more graves were dug within the
circle; but it is not improbable that some of the nineteen
persons, whose remains were found in the six graves, were
buried subsequently ; at least, the provision of an entrance

1 Tliad, xxiii. 245 ff.
2 Euripides, Helen, 1165-8, tr. E. P. Coleridge. See Fustel de Coulanges,
The Ancient City, p. 44.
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shows that further access to the cemetery was contemplated.

Be that as it may, it was apparently not much

later that the citadel was considerably enlarged mm&
. Citadel

by the erection of the present south-west wall and

the Lions’ Gate, as well as by a considerable extension

eastward from the Water Gate.

The oldest wall on the west began apparently at the
north-west corner of the acropolis and coincided with the
present wall as far as the Lions’ Gate; thence, however, it
followed an almost straight line probably as far as the Cha-
vos. A few traces of this work, indeed, are preserved on
the left of the ascending roadway (E) as one goes up. - The
earlier gate must have been about midway along this wall,
and, in fact, some 80 feet south-east of the end of the ascent
(E), at the point indicated by the letter C in the plan, some
blocks were found, which are in all probability remains of
this gate. The approach was not, however, from the
south-west, as Adler supposed,’ but from the north, just as
was that to the Lions’ Gate; it was, in fact, the causeway
with Cyclopean substructions (E), which was not destroyed
with the rest of the wall on this side on the enlargement of
the fortress, but was left to serve as an avenue from the
Lions’ Gate directly to the upper citadel —the only other
way being a narrow passage between the grave-circle and
the western wall.

As this ramp comes to an end some 80 feet before reach-
ing the gate now in evidence, we must assume at that point
in the wall another gate, or rather an open entrance. This
would be strictly analogous to the arrangement at Tiryns,
where we find a ramp carried along the wall and ending
before an open entrance, while the fortress-gate is some 60
feet further in.

L Tiryns, xv.
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This enlargement of the fortress was probably connected,
as we shall see, with a change in*the ruling dynasty. That
change undoubtedly put a stop to burials within the inclos-
ure, leaving the eastern half of it unoccupied. Thus, too,
we account for the building of houses which block up the
entrance ; that entrance was no longer required (as it would
have been on the temenos-theory) and the tumulus was
none the worse for the houses before it. It goes without
saying that this entrance had no relation to the Lions’ Gate,
but only to the street which followed the western curve of
the slab ring and then mounted to the citadel.

We may add that, besides the six ‘graves inside the
inclosure, there were probably several smaller ones, on the
outside of it, making up with these an entire cemetery. But,
after the change due to the enlargement of the acropolis,
these humbler tombs were neglected and houses were built
over them, while the royal tombs were preserved. In fact,
in the ruins of the houses south of the inclosure, we may still
see some oblong pits hollowed in the soft rock, but of little
depth, doubtless because the rock here lay below the sur-
face. One of these is clearly older than the houses, since
a house-wall is built over part of it. From some one of
these neglected graves, obviously, must have come several
precious objects found to the south of the circle, viz., two
gold rings (including the remarkable signet reproduced in
Fig. 65), and four gold cups. The remains of these houses
— in which was found also the oft-cited “ Warrior Vase”
— belong to the later Mycenaean period, while the gold
finds, and especially the large seal ring, are undoubtedly
contemporaneous with the earlier Mycenaeans buried in
the graves.
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CHAPTER VI
THE DWELLINGS OF THE DEAD: BEEHIVE AND CHAMBER
TOMBS

Tue tombs of the second class are subterranean cham-
bers approached by horizontal avenues hewn usually in a
rocky hillside. In their construction, the workmen began
at a given point in the slope and cut the dromos “in the
form of a trench ™ straight into the hill, so that the bottom
was horizontal while the vertical sides increased in height
as the work advanced. At the inner end of the dromos —
in effect a vertical rock-fagade — a doorway would then be
cut, and the chambers, usually square or oblong, hollowed
out. The débris would be carried out through the dromos,
of course, as the chamber, hewn in the solid rock, had no
other exit. These simple rock excavations we shall, for
convenience, call chamber tombs.

From them we must distinguish those ¢ artificial subter-
ranean chambers”” in the form of a vault or beehive. Both
have in common the dromos, but the construction g pive
of the tomb itself is notably different. Instead Tom™
of a horizontal excavation proceeding from the dromos, a
circular shaft is sunk vertically from the rock surface (just
as in making a lime-kiln nowadays) to the level of the
dromos and in due proximity to it. In this cavity the tholos
is built up in circle upon circle of regular ashlar masonry,
each course overlapping the one below 1t so as to form a
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continuous inward curve until the apex can be closed by a
single block. As the walls rise they are “covered exter-
nally with small stones bedded in clay mortar, and, when
finished, so completely piled over with earth that they
appear outside like simple barrow-graves,” if not quite
hidden like the chamber-tombs. The vaulted or beehive
tomb is further distinguished by the treatment of the
dromos, whose vertical sides are usually revetted with ashlar

masonry.

The beehive tombs thus far known are distributed as
Whero follows: at Mycenae, eight; near the Argive
foun

Heraion, three ; at Thoricus, three ; and one each
at Vaphio (ancient Amyclae); at Kampos (near ancient
Gerenia), four hours south of Kalamata; near Menidi
(Acharnae) in Attica; at Orchomenos in Boeotia; and
near the village of Demini in the neighborhood of Volo in
Thessaly. In addition to these more important or better
known tholoi there is another on the slopes of Taygetos,
near Arne, six hours south of Sparta; one at Eleusis in
Attica; one in Kephallenia; and three at least in Crete,
thus bringing the total up to twenty-five.!

1 Dr. Halbherr (under date of July 8, 1894) reports that he had “excavated
three Mycenaean domical tombs” in the necropolis of Erganos in Crete. One
of these (he says) was perfectly preserved. It contained the remains of six
bodies with all the sepulchral objects, consisting of different Mycenaean vases,
still apparently in the position in which they were placed some thousand years
B. C. (Am. Jour. of Arch. 1894, p. 541). Since then a number of others have
been reported from Crete, especially by Mr. A. J. Evans, who mentions
(Academy, June 20, 1896) a Mycenaean tholos tomb turned into a shepherd’s
shelter, and “a whole group of beehive tombs about 6 feet high internally.”
These were near Hagios Georgios ; and some kilometres distant, on a spur of
Mt. Selene, he found a “town of castles” or Cyclopean strongholds, one of
them “possessing a feature of exceptional interest. To the left of the entrance
ramp the outer wall of the stronghold bulged out in a semicircular form ; and
on the external face of this wall were small openings which proved to be the
dromoi of beehive tombs within. The same phenomenon was observable on
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At Mycenae the vaulted as well as the chamber tombs all
lie outside the citadel. Of the former two are of preéminent
importance, both of them within the town-wall
and alongside the road leading from Charvati to
the Lions’ Gate. These are the so-called * Treasury of
Atreus,” known in the neighborhood as the Tomb of
Agamemnon, and the so-called “Tomb of Clytemnestra.”
The former gets its current name not from Pausanias
directly (as does the kindred structure at Orchomenos) but
only by inference. While it is only in a general way that
he mentions at Mycenae ‘ underground structures of Atreus
and his sons, where they kept their treasures” (ii. 16, 6), in
another passage (ix. 38), he distinctly names the Orchome-
nos building the “ Treasury of Minyas.” Over these two
passages, years ago, there was a warm controversy among
archaeologists, some maintaining that these structures were
treasure-houses, others that they were tombs. At present,
however, the latter view is accepted on all hands and (we
believe) without dissent.

As the “ Treasury of Atreus ” is the type of the tholos
tomb in its highest structural perfection, as well as the
most perfectly preserved monument of Mycenaean .,
architecture, we shall describe it in some detail. °f Atreus
Starting about halfway up the eastern slope of the rocky
ridge from a terrace of Cyclopean masonry, a horizontal
passageway (or dromos) is hewn straight into the hillside.

At Myecenae

the north-eastern wall, and here marauders had thrown out the contents of a
ruined tholos within, consisting of red pottery of the Mycenaean type. This
system of intramural interment in its most literal sense, of which I was after-
ward to find other examples in Eastern Crete, is of the highest interest, and
the parallel to the tomb within the semicircular bay of wall and the acropolis
graves of Mycenae cannot be overlooked. It seems probable that the Spartan
practice of burial within the city was rooted in a widely spread Mycenaean
usage, of which we here see a very rudimentary version.”
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This dromos is 20 feet wide and 115 feet long, and its ver-
tical sides, rising with the slope of the ridge, are
at the end some 45 feet high. It is paved with
a whitish earth brought from without and trodden hard,
and its sides are revetted with massive ashlar masonry, a

Dromos

Fig. 42. Plan of Treasury of Atreus

single block of which measures on the wall face 20 feet .
long and 4 feet high. By this avenue one approaches the
imposing fagade of the tomb — a vertical wall 20 feet wide

)

Fig. 43. Section of “ Treasury of Atreus” -

and 46 feet high. The door is 17 feet 9 inches high and
its breadth varies from 8 feet 9 inches on the ground, to 8
feet 1 inch at top; while the depth of the doorway (i. e.,
the thickness of the facade) is 17 feet 6 inches. The lintel
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is composed of two enormous blocks, the inner one mea-
suring 29 feet 6 inches in length by 16 feet 6 inches in
breadth and 3 feet 4 inches in thickness, with an estimated
weight of 120 tons.

At either side of the doorway is a square plinth still in
situ. On these bases rose semi-columns, of which frag-
ments have been found elsewhere as well as one
of the capitals which is now in the National Mu-
seum at Athens. Both shaft and capital were of a dark
gray alabaster, and richly carved in zigzags and spirals,
as shown in the restoration
(Fig. 44); and there was
doubtless above the capital
a cornice of alabaster slabs,
as may be inferred from
fragments of such a cor
nice actually found in the
“Tomb of Clytemnestra.”
Over the great lintel we
find the triangular relieving
space, as over the Lions’
Gate. This is now open,
but was once closed by slabs
of red porphyry carved with
spiral ornaments.! Beside
the pilasters with their cap-
itals, and the colored marbles of the cornice and the tr-
angle screen, this stately portal doubtless presented still other
decorations ; at least, we may fancy it furnished with a
casing analogous to that of the rock-cut tomb represented.

‘agade

Fig. 4. Mycenaean Column

1 Two at least of these porphyry slabs are preserved — one at Athens, the
other in the British Museum. On the latter see Journal of Hellenic Studies,
1886, p. 168.
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in Fig. 16, only richer in every way, as would become a
royal sepulchre. Holes in the face of the lintel show that
in all probability this too was relieved by metal ornaments.!
Pivot-holes in the sill and lintel remain to show that the
entrance was provided with folding doors, and there are
Foding-  Other sockets in the deep jambs which may have
been designed to receive the knobs or hooks when
the doors were thrown open. Beside these, in each side of
the entrance there are many nail-holes, often retaining the
bronze nails which may have served for affixing plates of
bronze or other embellishments.
. The chamber entered by this stately portal is a tholos
or circular vault some 48 feet in ground diameter, and 48
feet in height. It is formed by thirty-three
courses of large hewn blocks, perfectly joined —
each course a perfect circle and all gradually converging in
a smooth curve to the apex where the dome is capped with a
single stone. Moreover, this structural perfection was still
further heightened by the resources of decorative art.
From the third course to the capstone the great concave is
fretted with holes at recurring intervals, some of them
with the bronze nails still in place. Along the third,
fourth and fifth joints these holes are in pairs, side by side,
evidently to receive double clamps, which in all probability
served to affix a frieze in two bands. Above this the holes
are single and smaller, and (as Dr. Dorpfeld conjectures)
they doubtless mark the somewhat regular pattern in which
(as at Orchomenos) bronze rosettes were distributed.® It
was once held that the entire wall was cased with metal,

The dome

! Chipiez in his brilliant restoration has here supplied five lion-heads, and
framed the door with the rosette-border of Fig. 16, as suggested in our text.
According to Adler (Tiryns, xxxix.), “bronze plates seem to have covered the
greater threshold and to have made a special frame for the prineipal door.”

2 Cf. Belger, Beitr. zur Kenntniss der Gr. Kuppelgrdber, p. 28.
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but the arrangement of the holes is not such as to bear out
this view.

From the tholos a second but smaller folding-door,
whose posts and lintel show traces of rich decoration, leads
into a square rock-hewn side-chamber. This g4,
chamber was once lined with rubble masonry, ch*mber
which was in turn cased with slabs of alabaster. Near the
centre of the chamber, there is cut in the rock-floor a pit
with four somewhat irregular sidesy measuring from 4 to 4}
feet, and about 1 foot deep. In it lay a square block of
breccia with two round holes drilled in its upper surface,
such as we find in the bases of the antae in the palaces;
from this we may infer that the stone served as basis for a
wooden pillar. Now if the walls were cased with alabaster,
we should.look for a ceiling of the same pattern, such as
we actually find in the corresponding chamber at Orcho-
menos. But in the Treasury of Atreus, the side-chamber
measures some 27 feet square by 19 feet high ; and with
all due allowance for the thickness of the rubble walls, it
would have been no easy matter to find slabs that would
reach from one wall to the other ; hence a supporting pillar
would be required.

Such, briefly described, is the Treasury of Atreus; but
the impression of the structure itself is beyond the power
of words. Every visitor must be awed by it, even apart
from its august and immemorial story. And the impres-
sion 18 heightened by the suddenness with which it breaks
upon the view. One may follow the road from Charvati to
the Lions’ Gate, quite unaware that this stately monument
looks down upon him. Only on scrambling up the hillside
to the Cyclopean terrace, does he catch sight of the portal
through the splendid avenue. But more imposing still is
the great buried dome. Ernst Curtius found no other
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monument of Ancient Greece so impressive as this “lofty
and solemn vault.”! And the architect Adler says of it:
“The room makes the impression of a natural vault, simply
by its proportions, its disposition, and its texture. . . . Here
the constructive power and rich experience of the architect
appear quite a match for the resources of the prince.”
Hardly less noteworthy, in some respects even more so,
is the second tholos in the same hillside, but 400 yards
«Tomb of further north, and nearly due west of the Lions’
Clytem- Gate. It is popularly known as the ¢ Tomb of
nestra
Clytemnestra,” or as “ Mrs. Schliemann’s Treas-
ury,” from the fact that that lady partially excavated it in

Fig. 45. * Mrs. Schliemann’s Treasury,” showing Wall across Dromos

1876. It is not yet completely cleared, nor is it so well
preserved as the Treasury of Atreus, the upper courses of
the dome having fallen in long ago. The dromos is 125

1 Peloponnesos, ii. 409. .
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feet long and nearly 20 feet wide, the sides being again
faced with ashlar masonry, though the blocks are less mas-
sive than in the avenue already described. As the dromos
18 10 feet longer than that of the Treasury of Atreus, so
the doorway is somewhat larger, measuring 18 feet in clear
height, and the same in horizontal depth. The ground
width of the door is a trifle greater, the upper breadth a
trifle less, than the corresponding measurements in the other
tomb. Here, too, the fagade was adorned by alabaster semi-
columns ; but instead of the carved zigzag-spiral pattern,
these have a regular Doric fluting. A considerable section
of one of these shafts — rising above the third course of
the breccia-facing — is still in situ. Like the column in
the Lions’ relief, and the pilasters of the Treasury of
Atreus, it tapers slightly downward — the circumference at
the base measuring nearly two inches less than at the top
of the fragment. An alabaster capital which lay by the
doorway, and was at first taken to belong to the column,
proves to be quite too small for the shaft. The lintel is
formed of three great blocks of leek-green marble; “in
the centre slab are the pivot-holes for folding-doors, which
opened inwards. The inmost block runs far into the wall
on both sides and joins a stone-course of the same height,
running right through, and made of thirteen blocks which
form a real tiebeam. The remaining square blocks are
very much lower and cut like slabs.”' The lintel is sur-
mounted by a sort of moulding composed of two project-
ing slabs of bluish-gray marble. The lower slab is carved
with a line of disks in low relief, evidently representing
again the beam-ends of a roof-frame, such as we have seen
in the relief above the Lions’ Gate; while the upper slab is
carved with spirals. The triangle, as at the Treasury of

1 Adler, Tiryns, xxxviii.
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Atreus, was closed by sculptured slabs of red marble, and
is still walled up on the inside —a fact showing conclu-
sively that this space was never meant for a window.

While very like the Atreus tomb in plan and dimensions,
this tomb differs from that in several features. It has no
Pocaliar  Side-chamber ; but it has a separate pit-grave (9
features  feet long, 4 feet wide, and about 1} feet deep)
sunk in the dromos some 18 feet outside the doorway.'
Further, at the centre of the tholos itself, there is a pit
hewn in the rock, and full of water for many months in
the year, with an underground conduit leading from it to
the outer end of the dromos. It would seem that the pit
was dug and the aqueduct constructed by the builders of
the tomb to collect and carry off the water which was
found trickling from the rock, and not only made the vault
damp, but endangered its stability. This tomb is still fur-
ther distinguished by the preservation of the wall of poros
stones which blocked the doorway, and which stood to a
height of nearly 5 feet, until necessarily destroyed a short
time ago; as well as by a similar wall more than 7 feet
high, which blocks the outer end of the dromos to this
day (Fig. 45). Of the six remaining tholoi now known
at Mycenae but one is inside the town wall. It lies be-
tween the tomb of Clytemnestra and the citadel, and was
discovered in November, 1892, but has not yet been en-
tirely excavated.

Of the five outside, all but one have been cleared. Of
all these the largest and best built is one situated to the
Theloi north-west of the Lions’ Gate not far from the
outside ~ town wall. The dromos is 70 feet long and 16}
. feet wide, and its sides are faced with squared
blocks of poros, while the outer end was closed by a wall

1 Here were found the ivory mirror handles described in Chap. VII.
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which is now destroyed. The doorway is 17 feet 10 inches
in height, 8 feet 6 inches wide below, and 16 feet 9 inches
deep. The fagade was dressed with hewn blocks of poros,

Fig. 46. Fagade of Beehive Tomb

while the sides of the entrance (which is nearly 17 feet
deep) are faced with breccia. Three huge blocks of the
same breccia form the lintel. A pivot-hole in the lintel
shows that this tomb also must have been closed by a door,
though the doorsill is not preserved to confirm the fact.
Of the tholos — whose upper part fell in long ago— the
ground course is formed of massive blocks of breccia, well

hewn, but from this up the wall is built of small limestone
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slabs. The ground diameter is about 47 feet, or very
nearly that of the Treasury of Atreus; the floor is leveled
and covered with lime-plaster, which here and there retains
traces of red color. In the floor were found two oblong
pits — tombs within the tomb. One of these measures 17
feet 9 inches by 5 feet 6 inches, and is 10 feet deep, thus
closely resembling the acropolis graves, although neither
side-walls nor covering slabs were found in it. The other
pit has the sides walled with poros, and appears to have
been covered in the same way, thus resembling the custom-
ary Hellenic graves; still it is undoubtedly coeval with the
tholos itself.

After the greatest of the domed tombs at Mycenae, the
first place belongs to that of Orchomenos in Boeotia. In
some respects indeed the Orchomenos tomb is more re-
markable than the Treasury of Atreus. With the like
structural perfection, its unique sculptured ceiling gives it
a distinct preéminence in decorative character. Moreover,
it brings more definite credentials from antiquity than any
other monument of its age. It was already known to
Pausanias as the Treasury of Minyas, and is thus tra-
ditionally associated with the great dynasty which made
Orchomenos a synonym for wealth and power, to be
coupled with ¢ hundred-gated Thebes.”' The old second-
century traveler, who found it open and turned to alien
uses, is not content to tag it in his usual way as a thing
“worth seeing.” On the contrary he is powerfully im-
pressed by it and expresses himself accordingly. After
telling us that Minyas (who is properly enough the son of
Chryses and grandson of Chrysogeneia) had revenues so
vast that he was richer than all his predecessors and was
the first of men to build a treasure-house to hold his wealth,

1 Iliad, ix. 381 f.
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he goes on to say: “But the Greeks are great hands at
admiring things abroad in preference to those at home:
thus eminent writers have seen fit to describe minutely the
Pyramids of Egypt while they have not a word to say of

Fig. 47. * Treasury of Minyas™ at Orchomenos

the Treasury of Minyas and the Walls at Tiryns, though
these are not a whit less wonderful” (ix. 36). And re-
turning to the subject further on (c. 38) he characterizes
the structure as “a wonder second to none in Greece or
in the world at large,” and adds a tolerable description —
so far as it goes — of the tholos as we know it.

This description shows that in Pausanias’ time the
Treasury was intact and open; and when Dr. Schhemann
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excavated it (1880 and later on) he found full evidence of
Macedonian and Roman occupation — apparently as a sanc-
tuary. Under the great blocks that had fallen in were
“layers of ashes and other burnt material 12 feet deep,
perhaps the result of sacrificial fires.”

Unfortunately the dromos was used as a quarry for build-
ing a chapel some thirty years ago and is so completely

Fig. 48. Fragment of the Orchomenos Ceiling

destroyed that only one stone remains in place. This datum
is sufficient to determine the breadth, which is 16 feet 9
inches ; but there are no means of determining the length.
The doorway is 17 feet 11 inches high, 8 feet 10 inches
broad at the bottom and 8 feet at the top. The tholos has
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a diameter of 46 feet and is built of well-wrought marble,
but all the courses above the lintel fell in long ago. From
the fifth course up, the blocks are pierced at regular inter-
vals by bronze nails which doubtless served, as in the
Treasury of Atreus, to fasten on decorations, — in all proba-
bility, rosettes of bronze. This tomb, again, has a side-
chamber, measuring 12 feet 4 inches by 9 feet. It is
however, not a simple rock-hewn chamber, excavated from
the tholos through its own doorway. Instead a separate
square shaft was sunk from the surface to the level of the
tholos floor, — like the ordinary shaft-grave but for its
greater depth, —and then lined to the height of eight feet
with walls of small quarry stones bonded with clay which
carried a roof of green schist slabs 16 inches thick. These
slabs formed a superb ceiling, their lower faces being so
carved as to make up one rich composition (Fig. 48) of
rosettes and spirals apparently reproducing a textile pattern ;
and the walls were faced in the same way. Above this
ceiling, it appears, the walls were carried up to a certain
height, and the cavity or second story thus formed again
roofed with slabs; then the shaft was filled with earth.
This upper cavity, like the ordinary triangular space, was
designed to relieve the pressure on the sculptured ceiling ;
and it answered the purpose for three thousand years or
more. It was not until about 1870, according to Dr.
Schliemann, that, under the pressure of the superincumbent
mass of rubbish, the ceiling fell in.

The remaining tholoi are comparatively unimportant
from a structural point of view. In no one of them is the
fagade decorated with columns or colored marbles, nor is
there in any case a side-chamber or a door to close the
entrance — every one being closed, as it appears, simply by
a stone wall. But there are certain peculiar features in
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various ones of these secondary tholoi which must be
noted.

In the doorway of the Vaphio tomb we found a pit meas-
uring 6} by 6 feet and 6} feet deep; this was empty,
though a thin layer of ashes covered the bottom. As
neither remains nor offerings were found in it, the reason-
able supposition is-that it was a sacrificial pit for the wor-
ship of the dead. Within the rotunda (as in the vaulted
tomb at Mycenae last described) there was another pit
71 feet long, 3} feet wide, and 3 feet deep — paved, walled
and covered with stone slabs. This pit, which we found
intact, was a man’s grave, and was furnished with a great
number of precious offerings, which will be enumerated
further on. Similar pit-graves were found in the tholos
of another vaulted tomb at Mycenae (namely, at the place
called Pera Sphalaktra), but these were neither paved,
walled, nor covered. Again, in the circular tholos at
Thoricus (see App. D) there have now been found three
more pit-graves, one of them covered with slabs and con-
taining a human skeleton; and, in addition to these, two.
wholly unprecedented quadrangular structures with walls
of small stones and clay some 16 inches thick. One of
these measures 10 by 5} feet and is 34 feet deep; the
other measures 83 by 4 feet and is 4} feet deep. The
first of these is built partly over one of the pits; but, not-
withstanding this fact, these sarcophaguslike structures-
undoubtedly date from the Mycenaean age and served as
separate graves for distinguished members of the family.
Finally, in the tholoi at Menidi and Demini there are
bench-like structures such as we shall find again in some
of the chamber-tombs.

The great majority of the beehive tombs had been plun-
dered already ages ago. This is true of the Orchomenos
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treasury and the great tombs at Mycenae and the Heraion.
Just when the spoliation occurred in any given case we can-
not determine; but the indications point to a very early
date. Before the doorways of two of the Mycenaean tholoi
(namely, the tomb of Clytemnestra and that north of the
Lions’ Gate) were found vase fragments of the geometrical
or Dipylon style which immediately succeeded the Myce-
naean. We conclude from this that the original despoilers
were the Dorian conquerors of Mycenae themselves, who
cut down into the dromos and so effected an entrance by
the doorway. By means of a similar device Veli Pasha,
then governor of the Morea, is said to have entered and
plundered the Treasury of Atreus in 1808, but it seems
very unlikely that he was the first to rifle it. On the
other hand, the tombs of Vaphio, Menidi, Demini, Kampos,
and one at the Heraion were found substantially intact, but
only the first two, and more particularly the one at Vaphio,
contained valuable offerings.

Like the grave-circle of Mycenae, these tholoi were un-
doubtedly the sepulchres of royal or noble families, while the
mass of the people buried their dead in the less w,mper
imposing and less costly chamber-tombs. These, *o=b
with few exceptions, are simple rock-hewn chambers without
facing or decoration. Of those now known, the majority,
numbering more than sixty, are in the suburbs of Mycenae ;
but there are many — usually of an inferior class—at
Pronoia, near Nauplia, and at Epidaurus; at Haliké, Spata,
Brauron, Prasiae and Markopoulo in Attica; at Talysos in
Rhodes; in Crete; and in Cephallemia. Two are known
to exist near Amyclae in Laconia, but they have not yet
been opened.

With these simple rock-hewn chambers we must class
certain constructions found near Volo in the confines of
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ancient Pagasae, and described by Dr. Wolters.! These
are imbedded chambers, some 7 feet square and 5 feet high,
built of irregular quarry-stones and covered with large slabs
of slate, while three similar slabs serving as jambs and
lintel frame the doorway, which narrows upward. The
doors seem to have been walled up with loose stones, and
there were probably dromoi, but these can no longer be
traced — indeed, they could hardly have been preserved in
the soft ground in which the tombs are imbedded. As the
vessels found in these tombs were all of Mycenaean type,
there can be no doubt of their age. Their variation from
the ordinary chamber-tomb is probably to be accounted for
by the fact that the rock here was not of a kind to lend
itself to this kind of quarrying. All the rest of this class
of tombs, as we have already stated, are hewn in the rock ;
still, in the case of a single one at Mycenae, three of the
sides were lined with clay walls because there, too, the rock
was not firm and had probably begun to crumble while the
excavation was in progress.

As already observed, the chamber and vaulted tombs at
Mycenae lie outside the acropolis-wall and are grouped in
separate cemeteries. That is to say, each of the villages
which made up the lower town had its burying ground’
on the boundary of its own district. Nothing of the kind
is known elsewhere, probably because nowhere else have
adequate excavations been made.

The approaches to the chamber-tombs are nearly always
shorter and narrower than those of the vaulted tombs.
Thus, at Mycenae they vary in length from 16 to
79 feet, and in breadth from 6} to 7 feet. Again,
whereas the dromos of the vaulted tomb has vertical sides,
those of the chamber-tombs converge toward the top,

1 Ath. Mitth., 1889, p. 263.

The dromos
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especially before the doorway. Indeed, in some Cretan
tombs, as it seems, the dromoi were cut in the form not of
open trenches but of tunnels.! The floor of the passage is
in some cases horizontal, while in others it slopes downward
to the doorway; at times, indeed, the inclination is such
that steps had to be cut to facilitate the descent.

The doorway is always narrower than the dromos, and
(as in most of the vaulted tombs) it was not provided with
a door but closed by a wall of loose stones or (at
times) of crude brick. Usually, the fagade was
unadorned, but we have found at Mycenae several tombs
which are notable exceptions :
to the rule. All of these have
the door-frame and the sides
of the entrance coated with
stucco (lime-plaster), which,
in the case of three of them
at least, was painted in fresco.
Two of these were found very
much injured, but the fagade
of the third was in a state of
almost perfect preservation.
It has bzen already described,
and reproduced (Fig. 16) as
an example of a Mycenaean
doorway. = The fagade of
another of these Mycenae chambers, found only in 1894,
is even more interesting (Figs. 49, 50). The parastades
(81 feet high) are painted brown, with base and capital in
black, while above the lintel (brown) was a row of six disks,
and over this a second beam. The restoration is quite

The fagade

Fig. 49. Fagade of Chamber-tomb
(restored)

1 Orsi, “ Urne funebri” in Monumenti Antichi Accad. dei Lincei, i. (1890),
Pp- 203 ff.
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certain, and we have here an actual example of Mycenaean
architecture clearly exhibiting the round ends of the roaf
ing timbers.

As a rule, the tombs of this class are square chambers,

Fig. 50. Same Fagade (actual view)

from 10 by 13 to 13 by 16 feet in area and 6 to 8 feet in
The burial  Clear height ; above this the longer walls converge
chamber ¢y form a gable roof : more rarely, all four sides
incline inward in the form of a hip roof. So far as we
know, there i1s no instance of a rock-hewn tomb with a
horizontal roof. We had before noted the occurrence of
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chambers approximately circular, with the roof hewn into a
rough vault ; but now (1895) we have found in a cemetery
at Mycenae three circular chamber-tombs hewn out with
great care. These show the transition from the tholos
to the square chamber, and leave no further room to doubt
that the one was evolved from the other. But the square
chambers are almost invariably the richer, as shown by the
offerings found in them.

The first example of this class to become known to us
was the great tri-cameral tomb at Spata in the Attic Mid-
land. The village is built upon a steep bluff ei-camena]
whose summit, the villagers declare, was until fomb at
recently surrounded by the ruins of fortress walls i
and 1s still strewn with other prehistoric remains. In the
south-western face of this hill, which has a slope of 52 de-
grees, is a dromos 72 feet long and 8 feet wide leading to
the fagade shown in Plate XVI. Thence an entrance 10
feet high and 10 feet long, but only 3} feet wide, leads to
the principal chamber, which measures 15 by 20 feet, and
has a height of 16 feet. Starting from the inmost corner
of this chamber, a passage 6} feet long leads eastward to a
second chamber about half as large as the first; and from
this again a like passage leads northward to a third chamber
somewhat smaller still. All are hewn out of the soft sand-
stone rock in the familiar form of dwellings with gable-
roofs whose slanting sides overhang the vertical walls some
8 inches, like the eaves of a house; but there is no trace
of a door to close any of the chambers, if we except a
rebate in the second entrance.

Like the treasuries of Atreus and Minyas, these tombs
may have a single side chamber, always smaller g,
and less carefully hewn than the first, and en- °bamber
tered by a door which sometimes faces, but is usually to the

%
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right of, the main entrance. In the principal chamber, now
and then, square niches are found, hewn as a rule in the
right-hand side-wall. In one of the Mycenae tombs the
niche is 6 feet long, 3} feet deep, and 5 feet high. Again,
like the vaulted tombs of Menidi and Demini, some of the
chamber-tombs have benches along one wall, either built up
of poros or cut out in the rock. We do not positively
know for what these benches and recesses were designed,
but they appear to have served as provisional depositories
— like our receiving vaults — for the body and the funeral
accessories, or possibly for the offerings to the dead. In
the tomb whose facade we have just reproduced, there is a
bench running round all four sides. It is 2 feet high and 2}
wide, and built of hewn slabs of poros. Above this bench
the walls are plastered to a height of 4} feet, and this white
dado is finished off by an upper border 4 inches wide, com-
posed of three narrow bands of color (red, yellow, and blue).

After this description of the form and construction of
the vaulted and chamber tombs, let us now see how the
Modoof  dead were buried in them. As already observed
burial of the tholoi, the chamber-tombs again were fam-
ily sepulchres: in each of them we find the remains of
several skeletons. As a rule, the body was simply laid on
the floor of the tholos or the chamber, not covered with
earth nor placed in a coffin of wood or stone, of which not a
trace has yet been found. However, in the vaulted tomb at
Vaphio, as we have seen, there was an individual grave in
the form of an oblong pit sunk in the floor of the rotunda,—
doubtless the last resting-place of some family magnate,
—and similar pits are found in two of the vaulted tombs
at Mycenae. In chamber-tombs, also, we now and then
find these pit-graves sometimes covered with slabs, as at
Vaphio, sometimes simply filled with earth. Their sole
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purpose cannot have been the safe-gnarding of funeral
offerings, for some of them contain no such valuables;
rather they are designed to secure an inviolable repose to
individuals of peculiar distinction in the family. For re-
peated observations prove that, as often as the area of the
chamber or the tholos became crowded with corpses, the
earlier remains were gathered in heaps in the corners, or
buried in shallow trenches, so as to make room for new
interments. Thus only actual burial within the tomb could
prevent the disturbance of the dead and the loss of iden-
tity.

The Cretans alone, apparently with greater reverence for
their ancestors, gathered their bones at last and deposited
them in terra-cotta coffins.! These oblong chests
occasionally take the shape of a bath-tub or of
a dwelling. These latter are of great importance,” for
thus far they alone re- '
produce the exterior of
the ordinary dwelling
of the Mycenaean age,
whether in Crete or
elsewhere. Their roofs
are such as we have
assumed for the private
houses at Mycenae (see
p- 70). Nowhere out-
side of Crete have such
coffins been found.

Where the tomb has
two chambers, we find human bones in both, showing
clearly that the dead were buried in one as well as the

Funeral urn

Fig. 51. Funerary Urmn. (H. 0.98 m.)

1 See Orsi, l. c. An entire urn and the lid of another, published by Joubin
(Bull. Corr. Hellen., 1892, p. 295), are reproduced in our text (Figs. 51, 52).
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other. This must be assumed also for the two great
tholos-tombs which have the side-chamber (namely, the
Burialin  Lreasury of Atreus and.that of Minyas), al-
principal 88 though the opinion prevails that in these the
chamber * dead were buried in the side chambers only;
while the round chamber was a heroon, or chapel for the
worship of the
dead. This can-
not be the case,
for the side cham-
ber is quite ex-
ceptional, while
the round cham-
ber is the family
tomb proper, and the offerings to the dead were made in it
precisely because it was a tomb. Further, the side cham-
ber at Orchomenos is barely 9 by 12 feet in area, or about
the size of the second acropolis grave, in which but one
body was buried. Now it is certainly absurd to suppose that
the royal family, to which this splendid tholos belonged,
had provided for the dead of their whole line a chamber
less commodious than even the ordinary rock-hewn tomb.
And the same may be said of the Treasury of Atreus.
These side chambers were, in fact, separate tombs con-
structed and decorated so richly for distinguished person-
ages — probably the successive chiefs of the clan (a purpose
served at Vaphio and elsewhere by the pit-grave within the
tomb), while the round chamber entombed the rest of the
family.

Fig. 52. Lid of Um. (H.0.21 m.)

The dead were never burned ; at least, thus far we have
Noproofof 1O conclusive proof of eremation. In nearly all
eremation  the tombs, indeed, more or less charcoal is found,
but some of this is doubtless due to torches; for these
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tholoi, as well as the chambertombs, being lighted only
from the doorway, were certainly in need of such illumina-
tion. Where charcoal is more abundant, it is due to the
burning of victims and other offerings in the tomb.

As regards the orientation of the dead, we have already
observed (p. 102) that there is no generally accepted rule —
no more, indeed, than in the classical period, — p_ure of
but the usage varied with the locality. Some lie thedesd
with their faces to the west, others to the east, others to
other points of the compass. So of the tombs themselves :
fagade and dromos look now to the west, now to the north
or south, according to the nature of the ground. But the
posture of the dead in the grave seems to have been always
the same, and that not the one that seems so natural to us.
As in the acropolis graves, so also in these, instead of lying
at full length, the bodies are seated almost erect.

After the burial the mouth of the tomb was closed by a
wall, and the entire dromos filled with earth ; and as often
as a death occurred in the family it was necessary (oing of
to clear out the approach and reopen the tomb. thedromes
In the case of the large tombs this certainly involved great
labor and expense; but that this was actually done, in all
the chamber-tombs and most of the tholoi, hardly admits of
further question. Only in regard to the Clytemnestra tomb
and the treasuries of Atreus and Minyas, the opinion still
prevails which was first advanced by Adler, namely, that
their avenues were not blocked up, nor their richly adorned
facades hidden in this way. For these tombs — and, we
may now add, the one excavated in 1892 to the north of the
Lions’ Gate — were provided with doors, which (it is said)
would have been of no use if the doorways were to be
blocked by walls, as were those of the other tombs. But,
as we have seen, the doorway of the Clytemnestra tomb
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was actually blocked by a poros wall which remained stand-
ing till quite recently — a palpable proof that the ap-
proaches to the three great tombs mentioned, as well as all
the rest, were filled up; and other facts point to the same
conclusion. In excavating the dromos of the tomb of Cly-
temnestra, we observed clear indications that the earth had
been brought and deposited there expressly to block up the
passage. 1t isa familiar fact that, in dumping from a higher
level, the stones roll to the edge of the mound so formed,
while the earth itself stays in the centre. This is just what
happened in the dromos in question, and it proves beyond
a doubt that the filling was not due to the action of the
elements, as assumed. The finds made in the lower strata
of the filling confirm this observation, for without a single
exception they all belong to the Mycenaean epoch, which
could not possibly be the case had the dromos been closed
only by natural agencies operating through long ages. It
is only at the mouth of the tomb that vase-fragments of
the geometric style are found, showing (as observed already)
that, immediately after the Mycenaean age, the dromos was
opened at this point for purposes of plunder and remained
open for some time. Again, there is the poros wall, more
than 7 feet high, still blocking the outer end of the pas-
sage ; what possible purpose could it have served save to
retain the filling? For, if we assume that the drqmos was
an open one, this wall was high enough to cut off the view
of the tomb-fagade ; only at a great distance and, of course,
indistinctly could it have been seen at all over the wall.
That it was actually, in origin and use, a retaining-wall —a
part of the great work of blocking up the tomb —is still
further attested by the existence of similar walls, not only
in the Treasury of Atreus and the tomb north of the Lions’
Gate, but in the tombs of the Heraion, Menidi, and Demini,
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as well as many of the chamber-tombs whose passages were
undoubtedly filled up in every case.

Where the tombs were provided with doors, it might
indeed be assumed that the dromos remained open and the
fagades visible as long as the families who built -
them survived, and that only after these became gr::!::(:aalso
extinct, and their tombs were to be closed forever,
were these end walls built and the approaches filled up with
earth. But a single fact suffices to overthrow this assump-
tion : at the Clytemnestra tomb the transverse wall, which
extends beyond the dromos on both sides, is built in three
sections, the length of the central one exactly coincid-
ing with the breadth of the dromos, so that it could be
removed (as a gate could be opened), leaving the outer
sections standing like gate-posts. This leaves no doubt,
not only that the wall was not built after the extinction of
the family, but that the further use of the dromos was con-
templated ; and this positive conclusion regarding the tomb
of Clytemnestra is more than probably true of the treas-
uries of Atreus and Minyas as well. We are, therefore,
constrained to believe that even the sepulchres with the
most richly decorated fzcades were, like all the other vaulted
and chamber tombs, in the strictest sense subterranean, and
that their splendors were displayed only on recurring funeral
occasions. For the few days while the dromos was cleared
the three splendid tholoi, as well as the fourth- one north
of the Lions’ Gate, were closed by their own doors. Such
security was needed, both because it was these tombs that
contained the richer offerings and because their occupants,
being of royal rank, would undoubtedly lie in state for a
longer period, whereas the burial of the humbler dead in
the doorless tombs involved less time and ceremony (cf.
p- 96). Moreover, as we shall presently see, the vaulted
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and chamber tombs conventionally pattern after the abodes
of the living; so that the door no more proves an open
dromos than the gable roof proves exposure to rain.

Our view is singularly confirmed by the painted fagade
of the chamber-tomb represented in Fig. 50; for it bears
impressions of stones rolled down upon the stucco while
it was still fresh, and this leaves no doubt that the dromos
was filled directly after the door-frame was plastered and
frescoed. This fagade, of course, is not to be compared
in richness and artistic merit with those of the three great
vaulted tombs. Rather, we may assume that the rock-cham-
ber belonged to simple burghers, while the ¢ Treasuries”
of Atreus and Minyas and the Clytemnestra tomb certainly
belonged to royal families. If the former thought it worth
while for a few days—so few that the plaster and colors
had no time to dry — to spend no little labor in the adorn-
ment of their tombs with polychrome designs, the latter
could certainly afford their lavish expenditure in enriching
their own sepulchres with enduring marble and bronze,
even though these were destined for the most part to be
buried out of sight. Indeed, had these splendid tombs
" been always accessible, as it is claimed they were, their
rich decorations were still in good part effectually buried;
the superb ceiling of Orchomenos, for instance, in a narrow
rock-hewn chamber unvisited by a ray of light except for
an occasional torch.

Strange as it may seem that these splendid monuments
should have been buried in the earth, we must accept the

fact as established by the evidence. In our study
Real abodes, . ey . oye . .
rather than' of a primitive civilization we are not at liberty to
&E{ﬂ;‘?& discredit all that fails to fall in with our own
ideas and feelings ; enough that it be consistent
with the ideas and feelings of the age in question. The
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tombs were fashioned, first of all, for the dead, and for
the dead they were adorned and stored with offerings of
great price. To us this seems a useless waste, as it did to
the Greeks of the classic age, in whose tombs we find few
precious votives. The Mycenaeans, however, as all peoples
at a like stage of development, looked upon it in a different
light. To them the future life was only a prolonging of
the present, and those who dwelt in splendid palaces in this
world craved a corresponding abode after death. Did not
these same people think that to insure their comfort in the
‘other world they must take with them some portion of their
riches, even slaves to wait upon them? It is true that the
older acropolis graves are simple and unadorned, but their
wealth of offerings compensated for the simplicity of their
construction, while the votives in the later and grander
vaulted tombs are neither so numerous nor so valuable.
This probably shows that with time the view of the future
life had begun to grow somewhat more rational, that is to
say, less grossly material. But for this very reason, just be-
cause the offerings were on the whole less costly, compensa-
tion was found in making the tomb-structures themselves
more grand and ornate, for with increasing refinement of
taste came a higher appreciation of pure art. And, apart
from concern for the dead, the pride,of opulent families, who
would flaunt their splendor even in their tombs, contributed
to the lavish adornment of these sepulchres, in spite of the
more or less rare occasion for their display.

If the offerings usually found in the vaulted tombs are
less valuable than those of the acropolis graves, it must not.
be forgotten that the four largest and finest of
the former (namely, the two “Treasuries,” the
Clytemnestra tomb, and the tholos north of the Lions’
Gate) had been already plundered in antiquity. Among the

erings
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others of this class, the Vaphio tomb has proved the richest
from the of all, and that of Menidi comes next. On the
Vaphio floor of the round chamber at Vaphio were found

thirteen engraved gems, two gold rings, silver
and bronze needles, some smaller gold ornaments, and a few
leaves of gold. But the most and finest of the offerings
lay in the pit already mentioned (p. 13¢), and, as they had
never been disturbed, it is worth while to describe their -
arrangement. For in no other vaulted or chamber tomb
hitherto has it been possible to note and distinguish so
accurately the funeral offerings to a single person, and
especially offerings of so great value. This is a matter of
course, when we remember that the dead were ordinarily
laid on the floor of the rotunda or chamber, where they
rested until their bones had to be removed to make room
for other bodies. The offerings were naturally carried
away with the bones; and indeed, in the crowding of the
bodies, these offerings must have been more or less mixed
up from the first. But it was not so in the Vaphio tomb,
for after the burial the pit was covered with slabs which
remained intact until the day we removed them. We
found no bones, for they had long ago mouldered away, but
everything went to show that the body had lain with the
head to the west, just as the Greeks bury their dead at
the present day. Doubtless this was only that the dead
might face the door of his tomb, which happens to front
the east; at least during the prothesis or lying in state, it
was the custom from Homeric times for the dead to be laid
upon the bier facing the vestibule.! Near where the head
had lain were two bronze vessels (one of them a sort of
skillet, possibly for sacrificial uses) ; a bronze sword, 3 feet

- long; two spear-heads; seven bronze knmives; the bronze

! Iliad, xix. 212,
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sceptre-sheath described on page 168; a large bronze spoon ;
a mirror disk; ten smaller disks of five different sizes,
probably making up five pairs of balances; five leaden
disks (possibly used as a sort of currency in trade); two
stone basins ; two alabaster vases, with a little silver spoon
in one of them (Fig. 76); two terra-cotta vessels; and
three other terra-cottas which look like lamps. All these
objects were disposed as if to form a pillow for the head.
Where the neck and breast must have lain, we found some
80 amethyst beads, with two engraved gems, apparently
forming a necklace of two chains. On the left lay a gold-
plated dagger, and in the middle of the grave a silver cup
with a gold-plated rim. At either hand lay two more cups,

one of silver and one of gold : the latter are the now fa- .~ ’

mous Vaphio cups, réproduced and described on page 227.
So at either hand lay a heap of twelve engraved gems, —
the two heaps obviously once forming a pair of bracelets, —
with three more silver objects, including an ear-pick, and
three rings, one of gold, one of bronze, and one of iron.
At the foot lay a bronze knife, two bronze axes (including
the remarkable one reproduced in Fig. 94), and four more
lead disks.

From the sword, dagger, knives, spear-heads, axes, and
staff, it is evident that the grave was that of a man, but of
a man who wore’ ornaments usually regarded as belonging
to women.

In the Menidi tomb, again, were found wany trinkets,
principally of glass paste; various objects of ivory, among
them a box carved with animal figures; six engraved gems,
etc. The rest of the vaulted and chamber tombs have
yielded ornaments of much the same kind, —trinkets of gold
and glass paste; gold leaves; ivory combs, boxes, plates
and bands with reliefs of men or animals; engraved gems;
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necklaces; beads of glass, stone, and (rarely) amber ; vessels
of terra-cotta, occasionally of bronze, very rarely of silver
(notably the silver cup inlaid with a band of gold heads,
Fig. 117); bronze knives; few spear-points, but plenty of
arrow-heads (the latter often of stone); bronze handles;
brooches ; gold and (in three or four instances) iron rings;
mirrors ; razors; idols mostly of terra-cotta, but now and
then of bone or metal, notably the two lead statuettes from
Kampos, and the like.

While the vaulted and chamber tombs are coeval, they
are both undoubtedly later! than the graves on the Myce-
Relativeage D2€an acropolis. Accordingly, in drawing the
oftombe ~ Jine between the earlier and the later Mycenaean
age, we rest mainly on this difference of date, which is
established by a simple enumeration of the offerings. The
Vaphio tomb was undoubtedly a rich one, but the offerings
found in it were far less valuable than those of the acro-
polis graves. Notably, the great bronze caldrons are want-
ing, and with them the gold-leaf trinkets. Again, in no
tomb of this class have engraved gold beads been found.
JIn the acropolis graves, on the other hand, we rarely find
engraved gems (such as were picked up by the dozen at
Vaphio) ; or ivory and glass paste ornaments ; or terra-cotta
idols (which so abound in the later tombs); and we never
find in them a fibula, mirror, or razor. The absence of
razors is in keeping with the testimony of the gold masks
that the men buried in those graves had not been in the
habit of shaving.

Of other differences two are of special 1mportance, though
probably without any bearing on the chronology: in the
chamber and beehive tombs there is no trace of embalming

! Cf. Leaf, Introd. to Schuchhardt, p. xxiv. Petrie (Journ. Hellen. Studies,
xii. 199 £.) holds that the great treasury tombs antedate the grave circle.
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and no masks have been found. Noteworthy, too, is the
total absence of swords in the chamber-tombs. In not one
of the sixty odd chamber-tombs at Mycenae has a single
sword been found, and spear-heads in only one. This is
certainly no mere chance, nor can we assume that all the
weapons were removed by the survivors. Still it is quite
probable that, as the tombs were reopened for new inter-
ments from time to time, the more valuable offerings previ-
ously deposited were thus taken away. Two facts go to
show this: first, we often find fragments which apparently
belonged to larger objects of metal, no longer found in the
tombs ; and, secondly, whenever bronze vessels have been
found, they were almost always concealed in pits. This
spoiling of the tombs is an indication that the prosperity of
the Mycenaean people was no longer at high tide.

Some of the offerings appear to have been purposely
broken before they were deposited and the fragments scat-
tered, for pieces of the same vVessel are often found in
different parts of the same tomb and'even in the dromos.
Again, in the pit-grave within the rotunda at Vaphio
(as noted) there were two spear-heads; and if the spears
were placed there (as is probable) shaft and all, they must
first have been broken, the pit being every way too short
for them. We know, moreover, that the Greeks in later

-times often broke their offerings, and then threw them
in or about the grave.

Much more rarely the offerings show traces of fire,
although, we repeat, the charcoal in the tombs comes
mostly from the piles whereon were burned, in
honor of the dead, not only victims but clothing o::nr;%s
and the like, as we infer from the almost con-
stant presence with the coals of trinkets and toilet accesso-
ries. The fact that these objects are not consumed shows
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that the pyres were usually slight, and intended only to
consume the cloth. The custom of burning raiment, which
the dead were thought to take with them, prevailed through-
out antiquity, and is illustrated by the familiar story of
Peigander, the Corinthian tyrant, and his dead wife Melissa.'
“fe had sent messengers into Thesprotia to consult the
oracle of the dead upon Acheron concerning a pledge
which had been given into his charge by a stranger, and
Melissa appeared, but refused to speak or tell where the
pledge was. ¢She was chill,’ she said, ¢ having no clothes;
the garments buried with her were of no manner of use, be-
cause they had not been burnt.” When this message was
brought him, he straightway made proclamation that all
the wives of the Corinthians should go forth to the temple
of Hera. So the women appareled themselves in their
bravest, and went forth as if to a festival. Then, with the
help of his guards, whom he had placed for the purpose,
he stripped them one and all, making no difference between
free women and slaves ; and, taking their clothes to a pit,
he called on the name of Melissa and burnt the whole heap.
This done, he sent a second time to the oracle; and
Melissa’s ghost told him where he would find the stranger’s
pledge.” The Mycenaeans seem to have shared this faith
and practice.

For the funeral sacrifices, we have evidence in the charred
bones sometimes found in the vaulted and chamber tombs.
Bleodand Lhese are the bones of burnt-offerings, for we
drink ofer- know that the bodies of the dead were not
dead burned. In the doorway of the Vaphio tomb, as
we have seen, was a deep pit never occupied as a grave
or otherwise. It was doubtless a sacrificial pit: over it the
vietim’s throat was cut, that the blood-offering might stream

1 Herodotus, v. 92, end.
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through it to the dead beneath; and into it were doubtless
poured other libations dear to the dead, such as Odysseus
offers in that weird underworld scene which throws so
strong a light on the whole subject. Sent by Circe to con-
sult the soul of Teiresias the seer, he has reached the
bourne :* “ There Perimedes and Eurylochus held the vie-
tims, but I drew my sharp sword from my thigh and dug
a pit as it were a cubit in length and breadth, and about it
poured a drink offering to all the dead, first with mead and
thereafter with sweet wine, and for the third time with
water. But when I had besought the tribes of the dead
with vows and prayers, I took the sheep and cut their
throats over the trench and the dark blood flowed forth;
and, lo! the spirits of the dead that be departed gathered
them from out of Erebus. Then did I speak to my com-
pany and command them to flay the sheep that lay slain by
the pitiless sword, and to consume them with fire, and make
prayer to the gods, to mighty Hades and to dread Perse-
phone, and myself I drew the sharp sword from my thigh
and sat there, suffering none of the strengthless heads of
the dead to draw nigh to the blood, ere I had word of Tei-
resias.” Before but gibbering ghosts, flitting shadow-like,
on drinking the blood they recover consciousness and
recognize Odysseus; for the blood is life.

The pit in the Vaphio tomb was used only at burials,
when the passage weuld be cleared. But the libations of
wine, honey, and milk, and the slaughter of victims over
the sacrificial pit— all indispensable to the well-being of
the dead — did not cease with the solemn funeral. These
rites were observed not only on special occasions, but also
at fixed times, namely, —if we may carry back so far the
known usages of historical Greece, — on the third, ninth,

1 Odyssey, xi. 23 ff.
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and thirtieth days after death, and annually thenceforward.
t That these rites were kept up at the Royal Sepulchre of
Mycenae is proven by the circular altar, which is nothing
but a raised pit. As no such structure has yet been
found in connection with any vaulted or chamber tomb,
we must assume that the libations there were poured into
pits dug for the purpose, —perhaps in the earth that
blocked the dromos before the doorway, — as was doubtless
the case on the Mycenaean acropolis after the Fourth Grave
with its altar had been covered by the tumulus.

In Homer the funeral feast — either before or after the
burial —is indispensable. Thus, beside the still unburied
The foners body of Patroclus, the people sit down to a ban-
foast quet which Achilles prov1des by slaughtering so
many oxen, goats, sheep, and swine that ¢ the blood
streams all around the corpse in cupfuls,”' a phrase sug-
gesting the dead man’s pleasure in the red libation. That
these feasts were customary in the Mycenaean age is evi-
dent (as we have observed) from the litter of bones about
the acropolis graves. In case of the vaulted and chamber
tombs, the bones of animals are found especially in the
dromos before the doorway. Hence we had inferred that
here the banquet was spread, pending which (it may be) the
rotunda door would be open so that the dead man lying in
the chamber might share the feast after a fashion, as did
Patroclus. But later observations.(1895) go to prove
that the funeral feast was held, not in the dromos, but
on top of the tomb, before the entrance was closed and the
dromos filled up, so that the leavings would naturally fall
or be flung down into it.

Following up Homeric parallels, we observe that Achllles,
when he burns his comrade’s body,—not content with

1 Iliad, xxiii. 28-34.
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holocausts of sheep and oxen, and horses and dogs, to gar-
nish the great pyre a hundred feet square, — [ ...~
adds a yet sterner sacrifice. “ And twelve valiant ©°f vietims -

sons of great-hearted Trojans he slew with the sword, —
for he devised mischief in his heart, — and he set to the
merciless might of the fire to feed on them.” ' This awful
immolation is never mentioned without some sort of an
apology : “because of mine anger at thy slaying,” the hero
himself puts it, in his address to the dead ; but in fact he is
only following a primitive custom. Apparently it had now
gone out of use and memory, so that the poet, borrowing
here from an earlier lay, feels the need of accounting for
the act. A like usage prevailed among other peoples re-
lated to the Hellenic stock, and must be assumed for the
Mycenaeans as well. We have already spoken of the human
skeletons found in the débris above the acropolis graves,
and not infrequently hodies are found buried in the pas-
sages of the chamber-tombs. Indeed, in one of these, six
entire skeletons lay crosswise before the doorway at different
depths. As indications go to show that all were buried at
one time, we assume that they were slain on purpose to
accompany their master to Hades, for it is certainly im-
probable that six slaves or captives —and such they must
have been to be excluded from burial in the chamber —
should have simultaneously met a natural death. The
woman buried in the dromos of the Clytemnestra tomb
must have been a slave, and qne highly prized. For, while
as a rule there are no offerings with the other bodies buried
in these passages, this grave yielded two bronze mirrors with
richly carved ivory handles (see p. 186), as well as several
small ornaments of gold. This pit-grave, which is without
either covering or revetment, is cut directly in the dromos-

! Iliad, xxiii. 175-177.
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floor, showing that the work was done while the passageway
was clear. Now we can hardly believe that the dromos was
cleared merely for the burial of a slave, and so we infer
that the woman’s death was coincident with that of some
one of the master’s family. May we not go a step farther
and venture the surmise that she was a favorite slain to
follow her master to the underworld ?

Further, as Achilles slays four strong-necked horses and
two house-dogs and flings them on Patroclus’ pyre, these
animals, too, being essential to the dead man’s comfort and
dignity in the other world, so we note that the entire
skeleton of a horse is reported to have been found in a tomb
at Pronoia. So in the tomb at Vaphio we found the teeth
of several dogs, and two or three like finds have since been
made in graves at Mycenae.

Finally, we remark that but three tombstones have been
thus far found about :

the vaulted or cham- TR
ber tombs. Of these N A1
Absence of the two 'é

tombstones  first dis-
covered were not in
situ, but built into
the wall blocking =
the doorway of a
shabby tomb. One
of these is quite
plain; the other (Fig.
53) is carved with
curvilinear  decora-
tions on the face, and
chevrons on the side.
The third stele, re-

Fig. 53. Tombstone (front and side)
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cently discovered, is plastered and painted, but unfortu-
nately it is not yet cleansed, and we can only make out
that the paintings are disposed in bands, and represent
animal and (posmbly) human ﬁgures as well as merely deco-
rative designs. .. .7 7
Now, as Homer regards the stele or some other monu-
ment as part of the due of the dead,' and we find the acrop-
olis graves actually marked by them, we can hardly believe
that the Mycenaeans just between these two epochs dis-
pensed with them. We may surmise, then, that as a rule
they set upon their graves, not artistically wrought pillars,
but simply large unwrought stones which are no longer dis-
tinguishable from the mass. KEven the trunk of a tree may
have served the purpose on occasion, like that one in the
Trojan plain which Achilles turned to use as a goal in the
chariot-race at Patroclus’ funeral? ¢ A fathom’s height
above the ground standeth a withered stump, whether of
oak or pine: it decayeth not in the rain, and two white
stones are fixed on either side thereof. . . . Whether it be
a monument of some man dead long ago, or have been made
their goal in the race by ancient men, this now is the mark
set by fleet-footed, goodly Achilles.” Elpenor’s grave is
marked by both wood and stone:*® ¢ But when the dead
. man was burned and the arms of the dead, we piled a cairn
and dragged up thereon a pillar, and on the topmost mound
we set the shapen oar.” The oar is as distinctive here on
the sailor’s grave as the chariot relief over the royal tombs,
but the ¢ pillar ” (6774n) is to be taken, under the circum-
stances, as nothing but a rough boulder.*

1 Iliad, xvi. 457 ; cf. xvii. 434 f.

2 Jliad, xxiii. 327 ff.

3 Odyssey, xii. 14 f.

4 Some editors (as Kayser-Faesi) cunously take the oar itself as the stele

(apposition).



154 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

We cannot conclude this chapter without a word on a ques-
tion much debated since Schliemann uncovered the Royal
Tombs, but not yet settled to everybody’s satis-

Pausanias

andthe ~ faction. As we have already said, the nineteen °

yeenaean g
tombe persons buried in those graves obviously did not

expire at one and the same time; and this of itself over-
throws the theory of Schliemann, who believed that he had
discovered the graves of Agamemnon and his followers,
butchered wholesale by Aegisthus and Clytemnestra. That
they are the tombs of a royal line is beyond a doubt, but
the name of that line we can no more determine than we
can tell those of the families which fashioned the great
domes. Whatever hypothesis be put forward, it must
always remain pure conjecture. It is another question,
however, and the only one that concerns us here, whether
the six graves of the acropolis are those which Pausanias
mentions as the graves of Agamemnon and his suite. The
passage ' runs as follows: “ Among the ruins at Mycenae
there i1s a spring, called Perseia, and also underground
structures belonging to Atreus and his sons, where they
kept their treasures. There is the tomb of Atreus, and of
all those whom Aegisthus slew at a banquet on their return
with Agamemnon from Troy. Cassandra’s tomb, indeed, is
disputed by the Lacedaemonians about Amyclae. There is,
further, Agamemnon’s tomb, and that of Eurymedon, his
charioteer, and the joint tomb of Teledamos and Pelops,
the twin children (as they say) of Cassandra, whom Aegis-
thus slew with their parents while they were yet babes.”
Here some words relative to Electra have fallen out, and
then Pausanias goes on: “For Orestes gave her in mar
riage to Pylades. And Hellanicus adds that Medon and
Strophios were the children of Pylades and Electra. But

1 Pausanias, ii. 16.
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Clytemnestra and Aegisthus are buried a little further from
the wall, for they were deemed unworthy of burial within
where Agamemnon himself lay and those who were slain
‘with him.”

Here Pausanias mentions underground structures used as
treasuries, and several tombs, most of them within the wall,
two further off or outside. The exact number of these
tombs is unknown, because of the lacuna in the text, but if
we assume (as the sense seems to require') that there was
mention of two more tombs, one for Electra and another
for her children, then there are nine in all, and two of these
without the wall. The question now is, what wall does
Pausanias mean, the citadel or the city wall? If the
former, as Belger maintains, then the seven graves in which
Agamemnon and his comrades were believed to be buried
lay within the acropolis, but the only graves in evidence
there were those within the circle; hence it must be these
he means. It matters little that the numbers do not agree,
for the graves had been covered with the tumulus, and
could no longer be counted.

If, on the other hand, it is the city wall which' Pausanias
here has in mind, it may be assumed, as many do assume,
that he is speaking of the domed tombs outside y; ine
the citadel, for these alone appear fit for princes. ~Pechives”
But in the first place their number as now known, namely,
eight, does not agree with Pausanias’ data; secondly, only
three of the eight are within the town wall, the remaining
five outside ; thirdly, in this very passage Pausanias men-
tions treasuries of Atreus and his sons, intending thereby
undoubtedly these very domes. This is clear from his char-
acterizing them as underground structures, and from the

! See Belger, Berl. Philol. Woch., 1891, p. 1122, and Myken. Lokalsage,
p- 22. ’
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fact that he calls the kindred structure at Orchomenos the
Treasury of Minyas. Finally, and this argument of Belger’s
is a very strong one, — the vaulted tombs lie scattered
over so wide an area that we cannot suppose them to have
given rise to the tradition handed down by Pausanias, —
a tradition certainly due to the existence of a group of
tombs whose real history had been forgotten. Had they
been scattered like the vaulted tombs, it would hardly have
occurred to anybody that one of them was the grave of
Agamemnon, while in the rest — remote from it and from
each other — were buried the persons who had been slain
with him, namely, his charioteer Eurymedon, and Cassandra
with her children. The graves of the acropolis, however,
lie in such proximity as to favor the hypothesis that the
people buried in them had perished together by a common
fate.

Belger ! further aims to show that the tradition came to
take just the form in which Pausanias has handed it down,
Oricin of from the presence of the nine tombstones which
Paussuias’ Schliemann has actually found.  According to
tradition . . .

the probable restoration in the text of Pausanias,
there were nine persons buried within the walls, — Atreus,
Agamemnon, Eurymedon, Cassandra, Teledamos and
Pelops, Electra and her two children. He conjectures,
then, that Atreus, Agamemnon, and Eurymedon were sup-
posed to be buried in the fifth tomb, marked by the three
stelae whose reliefs represent men mounted .on chariots ;
that the prophetess Cassandra was buried in the second
grave above which stood the stele carved with snaky bands,
recalling the fable (common to her with other seers) that
serpents had cleansed her ears when she was a child ; while
under the five unsculptured stones lay persons of less con-

1 Mykenische Lokalsage.
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sequence or without distinguishing attributes, — namely,
Electra with her two children, and Cassandra’s twins.

Clever as this conjecture certainly is, we cannot accept it
as it stands, for reasons already stated in discussing the
gravecircle .and the position of the stelae. Besides, to
the nine stones discovered by Schliemann must be added a
tenth, which Stamatakes subsequently found on the sixth
grave. Nevertheless, we consider it very probable that the
tombstones placed wupon the tumulus, which certainly dif-
fered but little in their designs from those actually recov-
ered, did in fact contribute to the development of the
tradition in this form. Pausanias, who made the tour of
Greece in the second century of our era, makes no mention
of tombstones; but the tumulus probably still retained its
form, and perhaps the tradition was still current among the
Mycenaeans that Agamemnon was buried there. Still, it
is highly probable, as Belger holds, that the traveler pieced
out his information, obtained by word of mouth, with data
from an older writer, e. g. Hellanicus, who lived in the
fifth century B. ©., and whom he actually quotes in this
connection.  Pausanias, indeed, does not say that the
graves were covered by a tumulus, but this does not signify
when we remember that to him the famous tumulus at
Marathon is simply a taphos, or grave.!

To conclude, then, we cannot name the families to whom
belonged the graves of the acropolis and the great domed
tombs outside. But we do know that many centuries later
there was current at Mycenae a tradition, certainly mistaken,
that the largest and the finest of the domed tombs were the

! “There is a grave of the Athenians in the plain, and on it are gravestones
bearing the names of the dead according to their several tribes.” i. 32. Again,
i 29, he uses for the same tumulus, as covering many dead, the plural taphoi :

“for these (who fell at Marathon) have their graves upon the spot because of
their valor.”
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treasuries -of Atreus and.his sons, and that within the acro-
polis were buried Atreus and Electra, with Agamemnon
and his followers, foully done to death by Aegisthus and
Clytemnestra.
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CHAPTER VII
DRESS AND PERSONAL ADORNMENT

ArTER our study of the Mycenaean fortress and dwelling
and of the tomb, —that real compendium of an ancient
people’s life, — we may now see what the monuments have
to say of Mycenaean dress. Hitherto we have looked to
Homer and the slight archaeological notices of the histori-
ans, along with the works of classical art, for our notions
of the primitive garb of the Greeks; but these were sources
of doubtful character and beyond any scientific control.

Now, however, we possess a great mass of actual Myce-
naean jewelry — entire toilets, we might almost say, as
well as contemporary art representations, in the
round, in relief and intaglio, in vase and fresco
painting — of men and women, from the rudest to the most
refined stage of Mycenaean culture. These enable us to
trace the evolution of dress from the primitive Aryan
breech-cloth to fashions which at least foreshadow the ele-
gance of Ionian Greece. This observation, indeed, applies
rather to the women, — the gentleman in full dress being
very little in evidence, except as the sumptuous funeral
outfit speaks for him.

One monument — the famous siege scene on the Silver
Vase — shows us Mycenaean warriors in a state of absolute
nudity defending their fortress. walls with bow . -
and sling ; but this can hardly be typical of every- A#™"
day life. We have a truer starting-point for our study in

Our data



160 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

the lead statuette found (1890) by Dr. Tsountas in a bee-
hive tomb at Kampos in Laconia, and here reproduced in
full size, front and back views (Plate XVII.). Whether this
be taken for an idol or an athlete, it certainly exemplifies
the elementary costume of the race. The breech-cloth, or
loin-apron, drawn between the legs and girded at the waist,
is too sharply defined to require any description. This
simple costume recurs again and again, notably on the
Vaphio cups, where, however, the men’s
aprons appear to hang free from the
) belt. So on a solid red jasper ring (Fig.
54), found in 1892 at Mycenae and
Fig.54. Jasper Ring  now first published, we have a clouted
man holding at arms’ length two lions, one by the throat,
the other by the heels. But in this case the belt-ends hang
down almost to the man’s knees, and the apron-costume is
supplemented by greaves strapped at knee and ankle, and
by sandals turning up at the toes. Other variations are
shown in two bronze idols (Figs. 55, 56); and on some
monuments — witness the lion-hunters on the inlaid dagger-
blade. (Fig. 89) — they take the form of bathing-drawers
pure and simple.

This apron, now, is undoubtedly the primitive, and must
have long remained the sole, garment of the Mycenaean
man, except as thé cold compelled him to add the cklaina,
or cloak, which was often nothing but the hide of a beast
thrown over the shoulders. The apron leaves the limbs
free play, and so we find it generally worn by men, not only
in the Mycenaean age but even on occasion by the later
Hellenes, as well as by the Romans and the peoples of
Northern: Europe.!

! Cf. Studniczka, Beitr. zur Gesch. der alt-griechischen Tracht, p. 31 ; Darem-

berg et Saglio : Dict. des antiquités s. v. cinctus ; and Sophus Miiller, Die Nor-
dische Bronzezeit, p. 106.
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Decidedly later, and clearly of Eastern origin, is the chiton,
or shirt, a cut and sewn linen garment which fits like an
onion peel,' in sharp contrast with the mere web

. . The Chiton
of woolen girt about the loins as an apron or
thrown over the shoulders as a cloak. We must regard the

Figs. 55 and 56. Bronze Statuettes

chiton as supplanting the apron by slow degrees, as foreign
fashions are wont to work down gradually from the prince

1 Odyssey, xix. 233.
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to the peasant. On the great Warrior Vase from Mycenae
the new garment is excellently shown. It is worn alike by
the six warriors we see sallying forth to battle and by the
four in actual combat on the other side of the amphora
(Plate XVIIIL.). The chiton is partly covered bya coat of mail
(thorax); but we see the long sleeves reaching to the wrists,
and the fringed extremities falling below the hips and
recalling the tasseled chiton of Homer.! Again, in a wall-
painting found at Mycenae in 1892, we have a man wear-
ing a pale-yellow chiton, but with very short sleeves (Fig.
15), — a form repeated in the case of the helmeted warrior
at the bottom of the Siege Scene, and in other instances,
so that this would seem to be the prevailing fashion.

The warriors of the vase, again, wear something like
sandals on their feet, and greaves of leather or
cloth strapped about the knees and ankles. Such
greaves or leggings were worn in peace as well as war.
Homer makes old Laertes wear them at his farm-work :
¢« He was clothed in a filthy chiton, with clouted leggings
of ox-hide bound about his knees, against the scratches of
the thorns ; and long sleeves (or mittens) over his hands, by
reason of the brambles; and on his head he wore a goatskin
cap.”? To this day the Greek rustics go “ well-greaved ”
(ebxvnuides). .

The apron, or the chiton alone, was of course inadequate
as an all-the-year-round dress for any but the hardiest. A
necessary complement of either was the chlaina,
or thick woolen cloak, reaching to the knees or
even to the ankles and doubtless worn habitually by the
elders and in winter at least by the young men. It ap-
pears on the two old men just behind the bowmen on the

Ves

The Chlaina

1 repubevra xirdve, Od. xix. 242.
? Odyssey, xxiv. 227 ff.
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background of the siege scene. This chlairna, which was
neither fitted nor sewn, but simply the great thick woolen
web as it came from the loom (always red or purple in
Homer), was fastened at the shoulder by brooches .
(mépnar), very much like the modern safety-pin.'
Several of these brooches have recently been found in the
excavations at Mycenae, so far forth bearing out Herodo-
tus’ tale of the prehistoric Athenian ladies who stabbed to
death with their brooches the sole survivor of the crew that
had gone to Aegina for the stolen Epidaurian zoana (v.
82, 87). That was the end of brooch-wearing at Athens,
the historian tells us, while the' Argive and Aeginetan
women forthwith began to wear their brooches half as big
again.

These Mycenaean brooches are all of bronze and of three
different patterns. Examples are here reproduced. That

T

Fig. 57. Brooch (1) Fig 58. Brooch (2)

The Brooch

shown in Fig. 57 is the commonest and earliest of all,
while the second (Fig. 58) seems derived from it simply
by giving a- spiral twist to the end of the bow so as to
sheathe the pin. Of this second pattern only a single
example has been found, and that in a Mycenaean chamber-

! How ornate this might be, we may fancy from the disguised Odysseus’
account of himself to Penelope : “Goodly Odysseus wore a thick purple man-
tle, twofold, which had a brooch fashioned in gold with a double covering for the
pins, and on the face of it was a curious device, —a hound in his fore-paws held
a dappled fawn and gripped it as it writhed. And all men marveled at the
workmanship, how, wronght as they were in gold, the hound was watching the
fawn and strangling it, and the fawn was wnthmg with his feet and striving
to flee.” — Od. xix. 225 ff.
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tomb together with another brooch of the earlier form
and about the same size (some eight inches long). In the
Salamis cemetery, Mr. Kabbadias has now (18Y5) found
several bronze brooches resembling the earlier pattern ex-
cept that the bow is much more bent. Of the third pat-
tern (Fig. 59), Mycenae
has thus far yielded but

one brooch, to which we
Fig. 59. Brooch (3) have now (1895) to add
another from a rock-hewn tomb at Delphi. This pattern,
again, was probably derived from the first, from which it
differs only in having its bow broad in the middle and nar-
rowing to the ends.

Shoes were evidently no every-day necessity in Mycenaean
times, as they were not even in Socrates’ day. When
- sandals are worn, we have seen that they usually
turn up at the toes, as is the almost invariable
fashion on the monuments of the Hittites.! But on this
fact by itself we can build no theory of relations — intimate
or otherwise — between this mysterious race and the Myce-
naeans. For the same peculiarity reappears occasionally
even on Greek monuments of the historic period; and,
indeed, the fashion was once common in the rest of Europe,
as it still is in Greece. .

The Mycenaeans of the monuments often appear bare-
headed as well as barefooted ; but the hair, worn long, is
sometimes bound by a fillet. Thus the man on
the second Vaphio cup (Plate XIX.) has his hair
gathered at the back of his neck in a ribbon, or (possibly)
a ring, to keep it out of the way. Again, the Kampos
statuette seems to show a ribbon wound two or three times

Sandals

Headgear

! Cf. Perrot & Chipiez, History of Art in Sardinia, ete., Figs. 284-286, 331-
334. ’
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around the head, although this may possibly be taken for a
cap made of leather straps stitched together, such as we
shall see later on the heads of warriors. But the ordinary
cap was a very high, conical affair, of woolen or hide
(Fig. 85).

For the rest, we know enough of the male toilet to justify
the conclusion that the Mycenaean men were no less fond
than the women of personal adornment, and that
in that respect their outward appearance was
quite Asiatic, not to say barbaric. Thus they wore on
their wrists bracelets of gold, — sometimes of precious
stones carved with life-like intaglios. In the Vaphio tomb,
for example, we found two dozen engraved gems lying in
two heaps where the hands of a man’s skeleton must have
lain. Men wore necklaces of gold, gems, glass, and amber ;
rings of gold, bronze, iron, and precious stone, and often
two or three of them together. Moreover, their garments
were spangled with gold-leaf cut out in round disks and
stamped with a great variety of designs, while curious gold
knee-clasps were used to fasten on the greaves. Several
of these clasps of gold — one, at least, still attached to the
bone — were found in the graves of the Mycenae acropolis.

In the Vaphio tomb, where had once lain the head of
the wearer of the bracelets, we found two alabaster vessels.
In one of these vessels there was a small silver .,
spoon, going to show that the vessel may have Awice
contained some kind of perfume or ointment. From the
same tomb came a bronze mirror before which we cannot
doubt the owner of all this finery had been wont to anoint
and adorn himself. That is to say, he was a genuine
Hellene. Even the rustic and the shepherd in Greece still
habitually carries a little looking-glass in his belt. The
Vaphio mirror does not stand alone; many more were

Jewelry
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found in the Mycenaean tombs, and another in a grave at
Pronoia near Nauplia. They are uniform in pattern and
material, and differ only in the ornamentation of the handle.
But these, as well as other articles and ornaments common
to the toilet of both sexes, will be discussed when we come
to describe the dress of the women.

"One morc article of the male toilet,! however, must be
mentioned here, namely, the razor. Four of these imple-
ments had been found at Mycenae, and now
(1895) five more have been found at Marko-
poulo in Attica, and one in a tomb at Delphi. One of
the Mycenaean razors is represented in Fig. 60,
another from Markopoulo in Fig. 61. All are
of bronze, and, as the reader will see, differ little
in pattern from the razor of to-day, except that
the blade does not open and shut, — the handle
being formed by riveting on to the shank of
the bronze a sheath of wood or bone. Actual
tests show that the bronze blades take a keen
edge and shave clean, though they of course do

Fig 60 not wear as well as steel. The monuments teach

" us that the Mycenaean shaved only the upper lip,
in this following a custom prevalent in the ancient East
and persisting long afterward in Greece. Thus Plutarch?
states on the authority of Aristotle that the Spartan ephors,
on taking office, annually made proclamation to the citizens
“to shave their moustaches and obey the laws.” In all
probability the Greeks borrowed this custom from the Ori-
entals, and that somewhat late in the Mycenaean age. At
any rate it was not till then that it became general. For

The Razor

! Perhaps not exclusively so. At least, Athenian ladies in the fifth century
appear to have used the razor (Aristophanes, Eccl. 65-67).
2 Cleomenes, ix.
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on some of the gold masks (Fig. 35), from the acropolis
graves, moustaches are
clearly indicated, while
on the later Mycenaean
monuments the men are
represented without them,
but usually with wedge-
shaped beards and long hair. (See Figs. 54, 62.) The hair
was not left to fall negligently on the shoulders, but combed
and carefully arranged, doubtless with- the use of ointments
and perfumes, as already noted. This coiffure is illustrated
by the Kampos statuette, and still better by
the remarkable head reproduced in Fig. 62.
This is one of twenty-one heads in gold,
forming a band around a silver cup (Fig.
117) from a Mycenae chamber-tomb. These

o heads show the smooth upper lip, the pointed
Gold Head from  Deard, and the hair arranged in three curls

silver cup or pig-tails.!

The costume of the men, at least of pnnces and nobles,
to be complete, required two things more, namely, the
sword and the staff. Like Homer’s heroes, they
certainly wore the sword even in time of peace,
as we shall see in the next chapter. Of the staff no ex-
ample has been recovered entire, although we have remains
of four or five. In the fourth of the acropolis graves at
Mycenae, Schliemann found * a beautiful golden cylinder,”
and “a splendid golden handle” (Fig. 63), undoubtedly
belonging together, and probably composing the pommel
and sheathing of a sceptre. The golden cylinder consists
of four-leaved flowers united at their points, each petal

Fig. 61. Bronze Razor (Markopoulo)

The Sceptre

! Tor a very full discussion of the whole subject of the hair, see Helbig, Das
Homerische Epos, 236 ff.
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being inlaid with a nicely-fitting piece of rock erystal, as
were also the spaces between ‘the flowers. The golden
pommel has the form of a scaly body, of which each ex-
tremity is finished off with a dragon’s head. The scales
are rendered by
bits of rock crys-
tal so nicely fitted
to the gold that
only one of them .
has fallen out.
This hollow pom-
mel still retains
some of the wood
with which it was
filled. In the
same tomb was
found in two
pieces a second
gold cylinder
(15.6 inches in
length), which ap-
pears to have been
the, sheathing of another staff (Fig. 64). A like cylinder
of bronze with transverse fluting, 21 feet long and about
an inch thick and closed at one end, was found in the
Vaphio tomb. At the time of the discovery several indica-
tions led us to suppose that this was a part of a spear-shaft.
There were rivets, namely, piercing clear through the cyl-
inder, fragments of wood left in it, and finally two spear-
heads lying near by. More recent discoveries, however,
go to show that it was a sceptre. In 1892 we found in a
tomb at Mycenae parts of another cylinder — aggregating
over twenty inches in length — which, like that at Vaphio,

Fig.63. Dragon-hilt and Sheath of Sceptre (Grave IV.)
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had once sheathed a wooden rod. This cylinder had been
composed of several sections riveted upon the staff with
bronze nails. As one of the fragments is closed at one end,
while another terminates in a little gilded knob, the object
could not have been a spear, but must have been a rod
cased with bronze. In the same year (1892) a small section
of a similar cylinder with a knob was found in another
tomb at Mycenae. If we recall now
how often Homer describes the staff
as “ pierced with golden nails,” —
assuredly not for mere decorative ef-
~ fect,— we can hardly doubt that we

have here to do with this badge of
heroic authority ; and we gain a
clearer notion of the Homeric sceptre.
We are to think of it as a wooden
staff whose metal sheath is fastened
on with many rivets, possibly of
gold. Such was Agamemnon’s sceptre
“gtudded with golden nails,” and even
this would have been outshone by the dragon-staff flashing
with crystals set in gold, which the tombs of Mycenae have
given up again.!

Coming now to the women’s dress, we have a more diffi-
cult subject to deal with. The feminine toilet is always the
more complicated, and our monuments are still vy 005
too few and often too clumsy to give us an en-
tirely clear account of it. Indeed, even the costume of the
classical period is anything but fully understood, notwith-

Fig. 64
Sceptre-Sheath (Grave IV.)

1 That the regal sceptre was a wooden staff to start with, we see from Aga-
memnon’s oath (lliad, i. 234£.) ; and that it might be at once “golden” and
stout enough for a cudgel, appears from Odysseus’ use of it on the person of
Thersites (ii. 265 ff.). .
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standing the mass of monumental and literary material for
its study.

The first monument to our purpose is a gold ring found
in the acropolis of Mycenae, near the circle of the tombs
(see Fig. 65). Of the remarkable intaglio de-
sign on this signet, we have for the present to do
only with the female figures. There are five of these,

three full-grown, two apparently
young girls, — all costumed alike.
But there is a greater distinction
in the larger women’s dress, which
is a chiton reaching from the
throat to the ankles. It is true
Fig. 65 that Milchhofer, who has contrib-

Groat Signet (Myoenso) uted much to advance the study of
Mycenaean culture,’ holds that the chitons start from the
waist, leaving the breasts exposed. Rossbach,’ however,
disputed this, and his judgment has been confirmed by
more recent discoveries, notably by a painting on a lime-

Chiton

.. stone tablet from Mycenae (Plate XX.). On this tablet the

painter has represented two women sacrificing, with acces-
sories which evidently recall those of our signet. The cos-
tume of the woman by the altar corresponds closely to that
of the women on the ring, but instead of being left white,
like the hands and face, “the bosom is painted yellow to
match the skirt.” The flounces are black, another indica-
tion that these were not of a piece with the garment, but
A Full sewed on. The chiton, then, was a full dress,
Dress but with a noteworthy difference between the
upper and lower parts. From the waist it falls rather free,
and is relieved with several tucks or flounces, while the

! In his Anfdnge der Kunst in Griechenland, Leipzig, 1883.
2 Archaeologische Zeitung, 1883, iii. 170, ff.
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space between these in the skirts of two of the larger
women is filled with a sort of scale pattern. Over the
bosom, however, the garment fits *“like an onion-skin,”
and is quite plain, so as to be readily mistaken for the
naked breast. This lack of trimming appears to show that
the jacket was of different material from the skirt.!

A second instructive design (Fig. 66) is likewise from
a gold signet ring. This was found re-
cently (1893) at Mycenae, in a chamber-
tomb, along with other notable offerings,
e. g., the bronze sceptre with the gilded
knob, the ivory handle (Fig. 84), portions
of a girdle, etc. On this signet we have
three women wearing chitons exactly alike, but differing
somewhat from those just described — the skirt being di-
vided into three horizontal sections, of which the two lower
are disposed in very thick folds. On the bodice, again, we_
can distinguish neither ornament nor fold, so that here, too,
we might suppose the breasts to be nude. Our third docu-
ment is an engraved gem from the Vaphio tomb (Fig. 155).
The two women in this design are dressed in the same
general style, namely, in the plain close-fitting bodice and
wide skirt, but each of these skirts shows novel and curious
details of trimming. A similar dress, but with interesting
variations of detail, appears again on the ladies of the ivory
mirror-handles (Fig. 84). These examples,—and their
number could be readily increased, — confirm the view
that the bodice was, generally at least, of different material
from the skirt; but it is not so easy to determine whether

1 These Mycenaean ladies, especially the one seated under the tree, suggest
more than a faint adumbration of our ¢ rational costume.” But we must take
the bifurcation as the artist’s effort to express the limbs rather than as a
voucher for the prehistoric origin of the divided skirt.
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bodice and skirt formed a single garment or two distinct
ones. In the latter case there would be the more need of
the girdle, which is quite clearly shown, especially on the
smaller gold rings. Possibly either fashion may have been
followed on occasion ; but in any case we may conclude
that they were in fact originally two distinct garments, the
valved gkirt being the principal one. And thus, by' an-
fromthe  other way round, we arrive substantially at Milch-
loin-apron . . N

hofer’s conclusion, — namely, that the women’s
chiton was evolved by a gradual lengthening of the apron.
In fact, it is not improbable that the apron formed the
primitive dress of the women as well as the men, with
the occasional addition of a separate breast-cloth.! A
transition stage seems to be indicated in the design of a
gold signet ring from Mycenae still unpublished. It rep-
resents a seated female, apparently a goddess, extending
her hand ‘to a man armed ‘with a spear. The woman’s
chiton is short, reaching only to the knees. This is prob-
ably unique among the recovered monuments of Myce-
naean art.

Certainly the dress of the women on the great signet is
very far removed from the primitive apron and the breast-
cloth, as here conceived ; but chitons somewhat resembling
those of our rings were worn in the Orient (especially in
Assyria) from the earliest times, and it is very likely that the
fashion there prevalent came — either by way of Phoenicia
or of the countries lying still farther north — to exercise an
essential influence on the evolution of the costume of the
Mycenaean women. Notably, its chief peculiarity — the
tucking or flouncing —is characteristic of the chitons of

! So in Northern Europe, during the bronze age, the women wore a separate
jacket, while the men had, like the Mycenaeans, a short apron and a cloak. Cf.
Sophus Miiller, L. c.
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the men and women on the most ancient Babylonian mon-
uments.'

The flounces, as a rule, run round the skirt horizontally,
though they sometimes describe downward curves starting
at the sides and meeting in front. (See Fig. 155.)
Some of the monuments show distinctly that
these are not of a piece with the body of the garment,
for they are usually’
represented as bands
breaking in upon the
pattern, and in one
case (namely, on the
limestone tablet) they
are rendered in a dif-
ferent color. We can
recall but one in-
stance where the two
bands join on to one
another so as to fill
all the lower part of
the skirt. The jacket
appears to have had
short sleeves, and
doubtless opened in
front, after the pres-
ent fashion. Atleast,
our lady of the hair- Fig. 67
pin (Fig. 67) wears Silver Hairpin with Gold Ornament (Grave IIL).
her bodice open between the breasts, and a parting line
down the bosom seems to be indicated on the dress of
another woman on a Vaphio gem.

1 Cf. Perrot & ChlpleZ, History of Art in Chaldaea, ete., Figs. 124, 150-153;
Sophus Miiller, . c.

Flounces



174 THE MYCENAEAN AGE

In the tombs we frequently find stone disks very like the
modern bone-button, except that they have but one hole.
These are commonly called « spindle whorls,” but
they are so small and occur in such quantities —
in 1893 we picked up 160 in a single grave at Mycenae
— that it seems more reasonable to take them for but-
tons. A button with but one hole would certainly not
meet our modern requirements ; still it could be attached to
the garment by means of a strong thread well knotted
at the end.

The girdle, which we often meet with on the monuments,
appears in some cases to have been of metal. At Mycenae,
at any rate, in the chamber-tomb mentioned above
(p. 171), we found fragments of a gold-plated
bronze band, some two inches broad, with spiral ornaments
in relief, and holes at the ends by means of which it had
once been stitched to cloth, apparently of a violet color.
It was probably a man’s belt, as it lay near the sceptre; but
the women’s girdles must have been very much the same.

The chiton already described, with its close-fitting bodice
buttoning in front and its wide flounced skirt, so singu-
Mako of the 1271y like the dress worn by the women of our day,
chiton was apparently cut out and made up — flounces,
folds, and all — after a definite pattern. It was, indeed,
so artistic and complicated that we can hardly take it for a
common every-day dress. It was a robe of quality and
occasion, rather, and there must have been in contemporary
use a simpler and freer garb, more like the primitive type.
This would be worn by women of the lower class, and for
this reason would figure but rarely on the monuments.
The artist, of course, prefers to represent ladies of noble
rank in their richer dress. However, the woman on the
% Warrior Vase” from Mycenae (Plate XVIII.) wears a looser

Buttons

Girdle
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chiton without flounces; and the dress of the primitive
female figures in terra-cotta, which occur in great numbers,
especially at Mycenae, is equally simple and unadorned.
The view here taken of the origin of the Mycenaean
woman’s chiton is supported by our clearer knowledge of
the evolution of the men’s dress. The apron, as g, jution of
we have seen, together with the chlaina, — often Pr=
nothing but a wild beast’s hide, — constituted the My-
cenaean man’s primitive wardrobe. And we know that the
diversity which now obtains in the costume of the two sexes
has come about through a long process of differentiation :
the further we trace them back the more we find them
assimilating. It is not surprising, then, if, at an epoch an-
terior to that known to us from the monuments, the costume
of the Mycenaean women was an apron which differed from
the men’s only in its greater length. Naturally, indeed, the
bosom would often be covered with a separate cloth. From
the union of these two primitive garments, or from a
lengthening of the apron so as to cover the bosom, the
Doric chiton, too, was probably evolved. For this chiton
is nothing but a square cloth covering the whole body from
the throat to the feet, but so draped as to meet at the side
rather than in front. It was usually girt in at the waist,
while below the flaps were either sewn together all the way
down or simply joined by a brooch at the thigh. In the
latter case the wearer could not move at a brisk pace
without exposing the leg. The Spartan maids wore the
chiton in this fashion and without any other garment, and
so Ibycus dubbed them ¢aivounpides. Above the waist.
the cloth was in two breadths, front an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>