








Part of a jubilee scene of 
Mentuhotep II from 
Armant. His throne name, 
Sankhkare, appears in the 
cartouches and the king is 
wearing the Red Crown 
(left) and a nemes 
headdress (right). The 
texts wish him Life, 
Prosperity and Health. 
Brooklyn Museum. 
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18th Dynasty Queen Hatshepsut) is a mystery. Nevertheless, the design 
of the temple-tomb was innovative: a great stepped podium with square­
cut pillars around it, and the next terrace with a hypostyle hall at the 
rear at the base of the cliffs. 

In the plain in front of the temple is the entrance to a deep tunnel 
known as the Bab el-Hosan, the Gate of the Horseman (so-called because 
Howard Carter's horse stumbled into it and led to its discovery). The 
tunnel leads to a chamber beneath the temple which held an impressive 
seated stone statue of the king; he is depicted in the tight white heb-sed 
costume and wearing the Red Crown but with a black face, thereby 
assimilating him to Osiris as an Underworld deity of fertility (p. 73). 

A number of Mentuhotep's high officials - including the chancellor 
Akhtoy, the viziers Dagi and Ipi, and the chief steward Henenu - chose 
to be buried close to their master's tomb, some having also served his 
son. Dagi's splendid limestone sarcophagus had a particularly full ver­
sion painted on its interior of the Coffin Texts (magic spells introduced 
in the Middle Kingdom, designed to protect the soul of the deceased on 
the journey into the Afterworld, similar to the Pyramid Texts). 

MENTUHOTEP II 

The long reign of Mentuhotep I was used to good advantage, allowing 
the king to bequeath to his son, Sankhkare Mentuhotep II, the throne of 
a flourishing country. It also meant that Mentuhotep II was relatively 
elderly when he came to power in 2010 Be, and indeed he was only to 
rule for 12 years. Despite the brevity of his reign, the new king contin­
ued the policy pursued by his predecessors of maintaining a defensive 
attitude towards the neighbours on the northern frontiers, as well as 
looking keenly to the south of the First Cataract to trade goods. 
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THE TOMBS OF THE� 
ROYAL LADIES� 

(Above) Queen Kawit has her hair arranged, 
from the exterior of her sarcophagus. 

In 1920, the shrines and shaft tombs 
of six young royal ladies - Henhenet, 
Kemsit, Kawit, Sadeh, Ashayt and 
Muyet -were found under the 

Mentuhotep II carried out a number of building works, including tem­
ples and shrines, and he evidently initiated a series of expeditions to 
gather raw materials. One such excursion in Year 8 of his reign (recorded 
on a long inscription in the Wadi Hammamat) was led by his steward 
Henenu, who was sent there to obtain suitable stone for statues to 
erected in the temples. The expedition seems to have been the first t 
the area for some time, since Henenu took 3000 soldiers with him (an 
that was only after local rebels had been cleared from the road by othe 
troops). Henenu sank a total of 12 wells en route and made sure that hi 
force was adequately provided for, everyone having a leather bottle, 
carrying pole, two jars of water and 20 loaves a day; furthermore, in tha 
hard terrain, 'the asses were laden with sandals'. 

After his death in c. 1998 Be, Mentuhotep II was probably buried in 
bay in the cliffs to the south of his father's great monument at Deir eI 
Bahari. Little remains there except for a causeway that apparently en 
at a sloping passage going into the rock. Hieratic graffiti scratched on th 
rocks in the area by priests of the mortuary cult at least indicate that th 
king found his resting place somewhere close by. 

MENTUHOTEP III 

Mentuhotep II is given in both the Saqqara and the Abydos king lists 
the last king of the 11 th Dynasty, immediately preceding Amenemhet I 
founder of the 12th Dynasty, but the fragmentary Royal Canon of Turir 

pavement at the back of Mentuhotep I's 
tomb-temple. The youngest, Muyet, was 
only about five years old and none of 
the others were more than 20. 
Henhenet's sarcophagus was made up 
of six limestone blocks fitted together 
on a sandstone base, but the lid was 
inscribed for Kawit and clearly did not 
belong to it. 

Numerous other royal ladies were 
buried in the area too, including Queen 
Tem, who was the mother of 
Mentuhotep II Sankhkare. Another of 
Mentuhotep I's queens, Neferu (his 
sister), lay buried in a tomb a little to 
the north. In later years this obstructed 
the building of Hatshepsut's temple, but 
it was carefully conserved and obviously 
the object of interest for 18th Dynasty 
tourists. In spite of the earlier visitors, 
Herbert Winlock's excavations 
recovered fragments of finely carved 
wall reliefs and some sad remains of (Above) Princess Ashayt enjoys the scent of� 
Neferu's funerary provision, including a lotus, from the interior of her� 
small wax ushabti figures. sarcophagus. 80th Cairo Museum.� 
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THE WOODEN MODELS OFto 

THE CHANCELLOR MEKETREI d 
ard The tomb of Meketre, chancellor to� 
be Mentuhotep I, was located near his� 

to master's, and built according to the� 
contemporary fashion with a steeply md 
sloping approach ramp and a huge 

ber entrance with a passage cut deep into 
hi the cliff face. Although the tomb had 
~, a been heavily robbed and damaged in 

antiquity, investigations conducted byhat 
Herbert Winlock in 1919-20 revealed 
a small concealed chamber containing 

na 25 of the most exquisite wooden 
el- models of daily life that have survived. 

The cache includes the great cattle 
count model, two female offering 

the 
bearers, model butchers' and bakers' 

the shops, granaries, weavers' and 
carpenters' shops, fishing skiffs and 
the great man's flotilla, including the 
kitchen tender that obviously must 
have sailed unobtrusively down wind. 
There were even two models of 

a� Meketre's porticoed house, complete 
with its garden pool shaded by trees.. I, 

lI'1l1 
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The model carpenter's shop from the tomb of the Chancellor Meketre, complete in every 
detail, even to spare tools being provided in the large chest. Cairo Museum. 

papyrus says that there was a period of seven years without a king after 
Mentuhotep n. Into this lacuna must fit Nebtawyre Mentuhotep III and 
his short reign of about six years. 

Records of this shadowy king are sparse. His name, together with that 
of Amenemhet I, occurs on a fragment of a slate bowl found at Lisht in 
the first nome and must date to the latter's reign as first king of the 12th 
Dynasty. Mentuhotep III's vizier and Governor of the South was also 
called Amenemhet, and it seems highly probable that he and 
Amenemhet I are one and the same. The vizier Amenemhet is well 
attested from a long inscription that he left in the Wadi Hammamat. He 
records that he went with an army of 10,000 men into the Wadi to seek 
and retrieve a fine block of stone suitable for the lid of the king's sar­
cophagus. They were led to the block by a pregnant gazelle which, hav­
ing dropped its young on to the stone to mark it, was immediately 
sacrificed upon it. A further wonder occurred with a shower of rain. 
Eventually, the huge block was detached from the rock, and 
Amenemhet returned with it to Thebes. Unfortunately neither the tomb 
nor the sarcophagus of Mentuhotep III has ever been found. Perhaps the 
king was never able to use the stone, since it seems that Amenemhet, 
with the backing of his 10,000 men, overthrew his master and pro­
claimed himself king and thus, in what was rapidly becoming the norm, 
founded a new dynasty. 
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DYNASTY 12 
1991-[182 
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ROYAL NAMES AND BURIALS 

AMENEMHET I 
Birth name 

Amen-em-het 
('Amun is at the 
Head') 

Also known as 
Amenemhat I, 
Ammenemes I 
(Greek) 

Throne name 
Sehetep-ib-re 
('Satisfied is the 
Heart of Re') 

Burial 
Pyramid, el-Lisht 

SENUSRET I 
Birth name 

S-en-usret ('Man of 
goddess Wosret') 

Also known as 
Senwosret I, 
Sesostris I (Greek) 

Throne name 
Kheper-ka-re ('The 
Soul of Re comes 
into Being') 

Burial 
Pyramid, el-Lisht 

AMENEMHET II 
Birth name 

Amen-em-het 
('Amun is at the 
Head') 

Also known as 
Amenemhat II, 
Ammenemes II 
(Greek) 

Throne name 
Nub-kau-re ('Golden 
are the Souls of 
Re') 

Burial 
Pyramid, Dahshur 

SENUSRET II 
Birth name 

S-en-usret ('Man of 
goddess Wosret') 

Also known as 
Senwosret II, 
Sesostris II (Greek) 

Throne name 
Kha-kheper-re ('The 
Soul of Re comes 
into Being') 

Burial 
Pyramid, el-Lahun 
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Amenemhet I 
Sehetepibre 
1991-1962 

Senusret I 
Kheperkare 
1971-1926 

Amenemhet II 
Nubkaure 
1929-1895 

Senusret II 
Khakheperre 
1897-1878 

AMENEMHETI 

According to Manetho, the 12th Dynasty consisted of seven kings fr 
Thebes. Our present lists agree, with the addition of a que 
Sobeknefru, at the close of the dynasty. The first king of the dynasty, 
Amenemhet I and, assuming that it was he who had been vizier 
Mentuhotep III (p. 77L he seems to have risen from humble parents.. 
inscription from Karnak records a 'god's father' Senusret, a common 
as the father of Amenemhetj his mother, Nefert, came from the area 
Elephantine. Amenemhet was thus of Upper Egyptian origin and his r 
gious allegiance was to the god Amun, It is from this period that Am 
begins his rise to prominence, taking over from Montu, god of war, 
supreme deity at Thebes; he was to reach his apogee in the 21st Dyna_ 
when Herihor, High Priest of Amun, declared himself pharaoh. 

Amenemhet's almost 30-year reign brought a degree of stability 
Egypt that it had not seen for 200 years. It also laid the foundation 
the strength of the 12th Dynasty, itself to continue for a further two c 
turies until the breakdown under Queen Sobeknefru and the confu i 
of the Second Intermediate Period. 

Following his enthronement in c. 1991 BC, Amenemhet's first mo 

10---------,-----­

1990 1980 1970 1960 1950 1940 2000 



SENUSRET I 79 

(Left) Granite bust of Senusret I, from 
Memphis. British Museum. 

(Above) Detail of the head of 
Amenemhet I from a painted and carved 
lintel block found in his mortuary 
temple at Lisht. Metropolitan Museum, 
New York. 

(Below) Senusret I embraces the creator 
god Ptah on a pillar from the king's 
destroyed heb-sed temple at Karnak. 
Cairo Museum. 
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was to cruise the Nile with his fleet, crushing recalcitrant nomarchs, 
Asiatics and Nubians on the southern frontiers. He then set up a new 
power centre, away from both Thebes and Herakleopolis, almost 20 
miles (32 km) south of the old capital of Memphis. The king chose the 
site so that he might keep a watchful eye on both Upper and Lower 
Egypt, and accordingly called his new city Itj-tawy, 'Seizer-of-the-Two­
Lands'. The actual site of this fortified city has yet to be found. 

Amenemhet's reign brought many changes, and to emphasize this 
renaissance, the king took the additional title of Wehem-meswet, 
'Repeater-of-Births', implying that he was the first in a new line. 
Amenemhet's most significant act, however, was the introduction of the 
practice of co-regency, an institution that was to endure throughout the 
12th Dynasty. Thus, in Year 20 of his reign, he associated his son 
Senusret with him, and they shared the throne for the ten years before 
Amenemhet's murder. During this period, the younger man was mainly 
in charge of military matters, such as maintaining the eastern and west­
ern borders and continuing to push to the south. An inscription dated in 
Year 24 of Amenemhet and Year 4 of Senusret, for example, records an 
expedition against the 'sand-dwellers' - the Asiatics who lurked on 
Egypt's north-eastern frontier towards the Gaza Strip. 

The royal burial ground was moved once again and now located at 
Lisht, not far from the new capital, at the entrance to the Faiyum. 
Amenemhet's pyramid was similar to those built during the Old 
Kingdom, only smaller. The inner core was constructed with small lime­
stone blocks, many of them taken from ruined Old Kingdom monu­
ments at Giza and Abusir, while the exterior was faced with white Tura 
limestone, long since stolen. Likewise, the once finely relief-decorated 
mortuary temple on the east face has been largely destroyed. Little is 
known of the internal arrangements of the pyramid since access is 
denied by ground water seepage; the burial chamber was probably robbed 
in antiquity, although this has yet to be confirmed. 

SENUSRET I 

Judging by the 'The Story of Sinuhe', the young prince Senusret was 
away on an expedition against the Libyans in the western desert when 
Amenemhet was murdered. Senusret obviously hurried back to the capi­
tal and brought matters swiftly under control: he scotched any further 
attempts to spread the coup, and made arrangements for his father's bur­
ial at Lisht. The old hng's astute decision to rule with his son for a 
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was to cruise the Nile with his fleet, crushing recalcitrant nomarchs, 
Asiatics and Nubians on the southern frontiers. He then set up a new 
power centre, away from both Thebes and Heraldeopolis, almost 20 
miles (32 km) south of the old capital of Memphis. The king chose the 
site so that he might keep a watchful eye on both Upper and Lower 
Egypt, and accordingly called his new city Itj-tawy, 'Seizer-of-the-Two­
Lands'. The actual site of this fortified city has yet to be found. 

Amenemhet's reign brought many changes, and to emphasize this 
renaissance, the king took the additional title of Wehem-meswet, 
'Repeater-of-Births', implying that he was the first in a new line. 
Amenemhet's most significant act, however, was the introduction of the 
practice of co-regency, an institution that was to endure throughout the 
12th Dynasty. Thus, in Year 20 of his reign, he associated his son 
Senusret with him, and they shared the throne for the ten years before 
Amenemhet's murder. During this period, the younger man was mainly 
in charge of military matters, such as maintaining the eastern and west­
ern borders and continuing to push to the south. An inscription dated in 
Year 24 of Amenemhet and Year 4 of Senusret, for example, records an 
expedition against the 'sand-dwellers' - the Asiatics who lurked on 
Egypt's north-eastern frontier towards the Gaza Strip. 

The royal burial ground was moved once again and now located at 
Lisht, not far from the new capital, at the entrance to the Faiyum. 
Amenemhet's pyramid was similar to those built during the Old 
Kingdom, only smaller. The inner core was constructed with small lime­
stone blocks, many of them taken from ruined Old Kingdom monu­
ments at Giza and Abusir, while the exterior was faced with white Tura 
limestone, long since stolen. Likewise, the once finely relief-decorated 
mortuary temple on the east face has been largely destroyed. Little is 
known of the internal arrangements of the pyramid since access is 
denied by ground water seepage; the burial chamber was probably robbed 
in antiquity, although this has yet to be confirmed. 

SENUSRET I 

Judging by the 'The Story of Sinuhe', the young prince Senusret was 
away on an expedition against the Libyans in the western desert when 
Amenemhet was murdered. Senusret obviously hurried back to the capi­
tal and brought matters swiftly under control: he scotched any further 
attempts to spread the coup, and made arrangements for his father's bur­
ial at Lisht. The old king's astute decision to rule with his son for a 
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