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Ova last volume terminated with the battle off St. 
Domingo, which, following the splendid victory of 
Trafalgar, seemed to have completed the ruin of the 
French navy. 	The history of nations has few exam- 
ples of such a series of .successes as those obtained. 
by the fleets .of Great Britain between the 22d of 
July, 1805, and the 6th of February, 1806. 	In that 
time the enemy had lost thirty-four sail of the line; 

were either destroyed or and their crews, amounted 
made prisoners, 	to twenty-five thousand . 	. 
men. 	Their merchant marine had long since been 
nearly annihilated; Their colonial trade was carried 
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on by neutrals; rarely under a hostile flag, unless in 
fast-sailing letters of marque, or frigates equipped 
and manned at a great expense; and of these it will 
be shewn that the greater part were conducted- to 
British ports.. 	Viewing these splendid exploits of 
our navy, we might be led to a conclusion, that 
Great Britain had no longer an enemy to cope with 
on the ocean, that. she might have- disarmed her 
fleell, and confined her naval operations to small 
Squadrons with active officers, harlssing the enemy's 
coasts, and preventing. the revival of commercial 
intercourse. 

But when the ample and alMost boundless re-
sources of the extended empire of France are con-
sidered,- it becomes evident that no relaxation could 
be allowed to our naval energies—that the blow 
which had been given must be followed up, or its 
effects would' be lost on the power of our gigantic 
enemy. 	France, in the possession of the Texel, the 
Scheldt, CherbOurg,:Brest, L'Orient, Rochefort, Tou-
lon, Port Espezia, Genoa, and Venice, with the ex-
tensive forests of ship timber, either contiguous to, 
or within water-carriage. of these places, still pos-
sessed the means of building ships.: Her forest laws 
were all subservient to the public good, without any 
reference to individual right.' Where the " marteau 
national" (national hammer) had imprinted on a tree 
the mark of its appropriation to the service .of the c 
dock-yards, it became from that moment sacred ; 
'the owner was indeinnified ..by an arbitrary valua- 
tion, and was answerable for its safety: 	By these t 

B 2 
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means the register of the ininister of the marine con-
tained an account of all timber necessary • for his 
purpose; and though the expedient was incompatible 
with a free government, it answered the purpose of 
a despot, and gave him that temporary power which 
a British monarch and a British parliament could, 
not attain. 	Another navy, as if by magic, sprang 
forth from the forests to the sea shore; manned by a. 
maritim 	conscription, exactly similar in principit to, 
that , edict by whibh the trees were appropriated. to 
the building of ships. 

In France the merchant service is divided into 
what is technically called " le grand. et  le petit ca—
botage;" the first is the foreign, the latter the coast- 
ing trade. 	Though it has been proved that France 
could have had little of no communication under her 

, own flag directly with her colonies, or with distant 
nations, yet in spite of all our endeavours she en- 
joyed a very considerable coasting .trade; which, tor . 
gether with her seamen sailing under neutral flags, 
furnished 'her at A "short notice with a sufficient 
number of hands to . man her fleets; and however 
inefficient, the ships had at least that appearance of 
equipment, and readiness, which required a naval • 
force on our part equally numerous to guard them, 
allowing for a certain number of our ships to be 
always necessarily in port refitting, or detached. 
The seamen of France have long been subject to the 
'regulation of a registry; moving only by permission, 
their places of residence and mode of, occupation 
were always known to the municipality of the arron- 
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dissement, or :district, in which they were domi- 
ciliated. 	In this manner they were permitted to 
follow their individual callings, until the service of 
the state required their appearance at the naval 
head quarters of their department. 	By such means 

, arbitrary power could form a naval militia, which 
could not fail to give us some cause •  for alarm; 
though, for want of practice and habits of disci- 
pline, it was never so effective as our own. 	Thus 

!while .the enemy's - marine decreased in strength, 
and her commerce diSappeared, the duties of the 
bloc!, ade, for these very reasons, became more tedi-
ous, holding out no prospect of either honour or 
reward, at the same time that the experise of 'Our 
ships was undiminished. 	Bonaparte, by this sem- 
blance of a fleet, waged a war against our finances, 
and paralysed a large' portion of our navy. Our men, 
it is true, bad the advantage of constant practice, 
while those of France were condemned to the narrow 
limits of their own harbours; an advantage not over- * looked-by the immortal Nelson, and justly considered 
by him, in. a. national , point of view, as more than 
equivnt"for the loss of masts, or the destruction of 
shipping. 	After these observationS, the reader will 
riot be surpri%ed to find, that in the course of • a few 
years, Bonaparte had nearly ninety ships of the line 
in the different ports of his, empire; and though he 

',:had long decided, that the' attempt to invade Eng-
innd could only end in mortification and disaster to 
,himself, . and had relinquished the project, yet he 
knew that:the flotilla, if only kept in view of the 
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coast of England, would answer all the purposes 
of intimidation, to•one part of the nation, and of 
expenSe to the whole. 	In fact, 	Boulogne was 
watched, during many yedrs, with a British force 
far exceeding the importance of the object; at the 
same time the best ships of the enemy.were employed 
in cruising in small squadrons, to our considerable 
annoyance. 

We find from official returns laid before the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty, in the.years 1810 . 
and 1812, the following total' of enemy's ships of the 
line : in the Texel, eight; Antwerp, seventeen; Hel-
veot, one ; Cherbourg, two ; Brest, one ; L'Orient, 
one ; Rochefort, three ; Toulon, seventeen ; Genoa, 
one; Naples, one ; Venice, three ; 	amounting to 
fifty-eight sail of the line, and fifty-one frigates ; 
besides twenty-nine sail of the line building in the 
ports of France, or her tributary states. 	Such was 
the maritime power of this revolutionary hydra, and 
Such the difficulties .almost insurmountable, against 
which thel3ritish navy contended for so many years, 
and which she finally conquered, confirming to the 
United Kingdom, the well-earned title of Mistress of 
the, Seas. 	In the acquisition of this title. Great 
Britain had effectually excluded from the ports of 
France, those . articles of colonial produce, which 
habit had rendered indispensable to the comforts of 
the French people. 	Sugar, coffee, cotton, indigo, 
spices, and similar commodities, were obtained only 
at such' a price as, confined their use to the .upper 
clas;es. 	By them so much was the want 'of srgar 
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felt, that the National Institute, under the direction -
of Napoleon, offered rewards for the discovery of a 
substitute, and beet-root was declared to contain the 
same properties as the sugar-cane. 	The speculation 
was never reduced to practice ; the small quantity 
procured could. not have reimbursed the projector, 
nor supplied a thousandth part of the public demand. 
' 	But that which keenly mortified Napoleon was 
the conviction, that France : alone was deprived of 
these luxuries, while the other nat1ons of the conti-
nent, enjoyed them at a trifling advance of price; 
Hence .his Berlin and Milan decrees ; hence his invp 
potent threats against British commerce; the confis,  
Cation of .  our produce wherever it could be found, 
and however legally imported. 	This was .a • part of 
the continental system which he hoped would bring 
the British government suppliant at his feet : but the 
fallacy of these hopes was soon displayed in the 
re-action of his own injustice ; a strict and universal 
blockade, as it regarded the enemy's colonial. pro-
perty, from Memel to the ports of the Adiatic, soon 
taught him, that the loss was on his side, and not on _ 
ours. 	'England became the mart, to which the car- 
rying merchant resorted to purchase his cargo ; and 
France, through the ports of her allies, received from 
us that colonial produce, which having in its transit . 
conferred a considerable benefit on England, went to 
her with our permission. 	Here began a new cause of 
complaint with the neutral carrier, under the numerous 
flags with which the states bordering on the German 
Cre-An abounded : America too, which engrossed so 
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large.i share of colonial importation, felt, and loudly 
complained . of the injury done to her commerce. 
.England could not recede from her rights; if she did 
she was lost, and the crisis, for her, was a fearful 
one. 	. 	 , 
.• 	Before we proceed to. detail the naval operations 
Of the year, it will be necessary, to take a . view of 
European politics, and if, in tracing the outline of 
military positions, we may appear to depart from our 

-proper element, it. must be remembered,' that this is 
no-deviation from our original plan, but rather a cony 
tinuation of it. 	A view of the .contending empires, 
.as to their military preparations, is absolutely neces-
sary, to. shew the relative value and effect of nav,ai 
co-operation. 	Did the armies of France cross the 
Vistula?---a British fleet met them in the Baltic ; did 
they approach the banks of the Elbe or the Scheldt ?—
our navy cruised on the dangerous Flemish banks, in 
the dead of winter; if . the states ofVerona, if Istria 
or Dalmatia were the scenes of action, our, squadrons 
met, them . in the Adriatic, with , the harbours and. 
creeks :of which our officers were as well acquainted 
as the natives themselves. 

The Count de Dumas, in his Precis des Evenemens 
lifilitairei; vol. xi. p. 52, makes some observations 
which are not inapplicable to our subject. 	". The 
emperor, Francis II. 'renouncing the vain title of 
emperor of Germany, took that of hereditary emperor 
of Austria. 	To this arrangement Francis was com- 
pelled to submit, -but received very coldly the noti= 
, 	g ncation of,the accession of the emperor Napoleonor 
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more properly 'speaking, his assumption of the im-
perial crown. ' The emperor of Russia refused to 
acknowledge him, nor was the murder of the 'Due 
D'E-nghien-  the only motive which guided Alexander 
in this decision ; he seized with avidity every oppor-
tunity of obtaining that influence in the affairs of 
Europe which the house of Austria had lost by the 
treaty of -Luneville. 	Embracing the system of Ca- 
tharine II. agreeing with. England, and 	secretly.  
attached to Prussia, under the mask of neutrality, he-
revived the hopes of, and prepared a powerful pro- 
tection for, the humbled princes of Bourbon." 	,, 

In the eleventh chapter of our last volume;  we left 
the formidable army of Bonaparte .encamped on the 
heights of Boulogne, awaiting with anxious expecta-
tion the ' result of a battle between.  Villeneuve .,and 
Lord Nelson; ready to cross the Channel the moment 
the defeat of our fleet was announced, and to fulfil 
the long suspended threat of invasion. 	The arro-
gance and delusion of such a project began' to be 
clearly foreseen : the defeat of the' combined fleet off 
Trafalgar had no . share in changing the views of 
Napoleon : his camp was broken up before the dis- 
astrous• account had reached him. 	A powerful di- 
Nr.  ersion, which was planned by our ministers, began 
to develop itself. 	The•active preparations of Austria 
and Russia called the legions of France to the bank 
'of the Danube : the object therefore of Mr. Pitt was 
to form a league • among :the states of Europe, to 
force the French troops to 'evacuate Hanover "and the 
north of Germany; to obtain the indep,endente of 
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Holland and Switzerland ; the - re-establishment of 
the king of Sardinia in Piedmont; the integrity of 
the kingdom of Naples; the evacuation of Italy; and 
the establishment of such an , order of things in 
_Europe, as should oppose a solid barrier to future 
usurpations.. The emperor- of Austria declined for 
some time to become a party to this treaty ; but at 

• length acceded to it, as did also the king of Sweden'. 
.. The moderation of Francis .was contrasted with 

:the hostility of Alexander, who acted- under the in- 
stigation of England. 	Squadrons froth Revel and 
Cronstadt cruised in the Baltic: another, of nine sail 
of the line, and several frigates, passed the Sound,. 
and proceeded to, the Mediterranean to join the fleet 
in the Black Sea. - Five expeditions sailed from Se-
bastopole, the finest harbour of Russia in the Crimea, 
passed the Dardanelles, and landed eight thousand 
men in the. Ionian Islands. 	Induced by similitude 
of language and religion,. the Greeks, on the southern 
coast of Elyria, were shaken in their allegiance to the 
Porte. 	Russian officers formed regular. corps of 
Montenegrins, and no longer concealed their inten-
tion of making, in concert with the English, some 
diversion on the coast of Lower Italy. 	The rupture 
between France and Russia became certain. 	Ge.= 
neral Hedouville, the French ambassador, quitted St. 
Petersburg. 	Gustavus of Sweden recalled his mir • 
nister from Paris, Without deigning to answer -the 
'official notification of the accession of Napoleon : he 
united himself with Russia and England; recruited 
his Marine ; .concluded a treaty of alliance, offensive 
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and defensive, with the enemies of France ; and ac-
cepted the subsidies offered by the cabinet of St. 
James's. 
' The acknowledgment of Napoleon met the same 
obstacles it Constantinople, owing'to the efforts of 
England. 	The Ottoman government beset by two 
parties,. England .and Russia, being unable to pre-
serve her neutrality, placed herself under the protec-
tion of her ancient rival ; and the Bosphorus was 
thrown open to the naval forces °and convoys of 
Russia. 	She refused to acknowledge Napoleon; and 
Marshal Brune, who notified his elevation, received 
only cold compliments ; and, after six months' fruit-
less application, unable to obtain the acknowledg-
ment of his new credentials, demanded his passports, 
and quitted Constantinople. 

The Count de Dumas says (vol. ii. p. 89), " Dressed 
by -.the imminence of the danger, the English gor 
vernment redoubled its efforts -and its sacrifices to 
induce the great powers .to declare against Frances 
The emperor Alexander had, on the 11th :of April, 
1805, signed a treaty with England, which" (says 
the count, p. 81), " no longer occupied withler own 
defence, recommenced offensive operations , at all 
points, drew into her policy all the sovereigns of Eu-
rope, scattering among them her gold, and the cala- 
mities of war." 	In a demi-official answer to the de-
claration of the allied powers, the ministers of. Napo-
leon declared, " that France had as .much right to 
prescribe limits to the conquest of Russia, as Russia 
had to France. After the partition of Poland, France 
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had -a right to Belgium, and the left. bank of the 
Rhine. 	Russja took the Crimea, Caucasus, and the 
mouth. of the Phasis. 	France had a right to an equi- 
valent in Europe; her interest and herself-preserva-
tion demanded it: Let the powers of Europe place at 
the disposal of congress all they have /taken within 
the last fifty years; let Poland be re-established.; let 
Venice be restored to the senate; Trinidad to Spain.; 
Ceylon to Holland ; the Crimea to the •Porte; let 
Russia:,renouncethePhasis and the.Bosphorus; re-
store Caucasus and Georgia; let Persia breathe after 
go many misfortunes ; let the empire of the Mahrat-
tas and the Mysore.be restored, and. be  no longer 
the exclusive property of England 	then, and not 
before, France will return to her ancient limits." 
Neither the emperor of Russia, nor the king of Eng-, 
land; reeling disposed to listen to such pretensions, 
Mr. Pitt raised a third coalition, in .whiCh Russia, 
England, and Sweden, were the first to join.. Austria 
hesitated too long ; but at length-  acceded. 	Prussia 
stood neuter, and declared she would .remain so ; 
but her.neutrality was of a timid, cautious, and even 
treacherous character, which, whether in nations or 
individuals, is. sure .to. be visited with vengeance or 
contempt. 	The elector .of Bavaria threw himself at 
once into the arms of France. 

The Aulic council had placed its grand army, of 
eighty thousand men, in Swabia, and gave .the, com-
mand to General Mack,' whose character seems to 
have been justly . appreciated, by the great Nelson.. 
, Napoleon, turning from the , Ocean to the Rhine, 
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appeared at Strasburgh, on the 29th of September, 
preceded by his best generals, Murat, Ney, Ma r-
mo9.t, and Davoust ; the , latter with the army from 
Boulogne. 	These corps crossed the.Rhine between 
the-27th and 'the 1st of October, in the neighbour= 
hood of Huningen, Spires, Strasburgh, and May- 
ence, and marched towards Aschaffenburg. 	Berna- 
dotte, with sixty-three thousand men, violated the 
neutrality. of Prussia, by passing through .Anspach, 
on his .way from Wurtzburgh : this movement the 
Count de Dumas calls an inevitable viol.ation, a 
coup de maitre. 	Against this, the king of Pr ussia 
feebly remonstrated, and permitted a Russian army 
to pass through Silesia, to join th ‘ allies in Swabia : 
had he resolutely supported this measure, by a de-
claration of war, and an order for his own troops to 
join the allies, he would have saved himself and his 
country from disgrace and ruin. 	• 

Gustavus IV. king of Sweden, accepted of a Bri-
tish' subsidy, and placed an army of twelve thou-
sand men in Pomerania, under the orders of the Rus-
sian General Count Tolstoy, who, with twenty-four 
thousand Russians, was to dispossess Prussia of 
Hanover, which she so dishonourably held, by the 
permission of Napoleon, as the price of a base 
neutrality. 	This army was conducted to Stralsund, 
whence, on the 20th of October,. it set out through 
Mecklenburgh to join the Hanoverian Legion raised 
in England. ( 	Mack concentrated his forces on 
either bank of the Danube, in and about Ulm ; Na-
poleon crossed the Rhine on the 1st of October; 
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Davoust, on the 6th, crossed the Danube at New-
burgh ; and, Munich was entered .by Bernadotte. 
Soult crossed at Donawert, and marched upon Augs-
burg, which he entered on 'the 8th. _ Thus, was a 
junction effected by those skilful warriors, and one-
hundred thousand soldiers, almost at the same hour, 
appeared on the right bank of the Danube'. 	The 
'effect of these movements was to cut off the retreat 
of the Austrian- army into Bavaria, and enclose' it in 
Swabia, between the mountains of the -Tyrol and 
the Danube. 	The Marshals Ney, 'Lannes, and Mu-
rat, with their corps, joined the army of Napoleon, 
whose lead-quarters were at Donalwert : Murat was 
sent with seven thousand cavalry to 'cross the Lech, 
and cut off the communication between Ulm and 
Augsburg, 	Disconcerted by the rapidity of these . 
movements, Mack found himself suddenly surrounded, 
without a hope of relief, except from the Russians 
under Kutuzoff, calculated by 'the sagacious Napo-
leon 10 be at that time one month's March from the 
scene of action. 	Gunsburg was taken, and twelve 
thousand men killed, wounded, or made prisoners. 
The Archduke Ferdinand, and General Mack, with 
fifty-five thousand men; shut themselves up in Ulin 
and its suburbs. 	Ney defeated the Austrians at 
Echlingen ; the city became 'completely surrounded 
and invested, an attack was made, and the French 
repulsed, when- Bonaparte looking down from the 
heights of Michaelsburg, ordered hisr, tr.o.o.p_s,,  to fail 
back, out of the reach of fire, while they loudly 
clamoured to be led to the Assault. 	The city-  was 
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;,. already crowded with more troops than were neces- 

sary for its defence: 	The Archduke Ferdinand 
marched out with twenty-five thousand men, but 
pUrsued by Murat, lost .nearly the whale of them. 
Mack, finding resistance useless, surrendered on 
the 19th of October : thirty thousand men marched 
out with the honours of war, and flung their arms 
indignantly from them. 	Napoleon, seated by a 
bivouac fire, on the pinnacle of a rock, surrounded 
bY his staff,- saw, for five hours, the garrison defile 
before him. 	It was on this occasion his pride and 
insolence dictated that celebrated speech, which the 
victory of Trafalgar, gained only two dais after, 
turned into a bye-word of contempt and derision :— 
" I want nothing more on the continent, I want only 
ships, commerce, and colonies ! ! !" The unexpected 
success of the French arms alarmed the Aulic coun-
cil, which now looked with anxiety for the junction 
of Kutuzoff with Mack and the Archduke Ferdinand, 
,whom they sought to reinforce by all the means in' their 
power. 	The Archduke Charles, who with the Aus-
trian army in Italy had received orders to cross the 
Adige and The Mincio, and lay siege to Mantua, was 
suddenly stopped, and directed to detach the whole 
of his infantry through the Tyrol, to join the Arch-
duke Ferdinand ; .but this was prevented by the 
French, and the Archduke Charles remained on the 
left bank of the Adige, between Verona and Legnano. 
On the 28th of October, Massena received The news 
of the capitulation of Ulm : the terrible battle of Cal-
diero succeeded; the Austrians were beaten)  and the 
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Archduke  effected his retreat through Vicenza, fight-
ing his way for three days successively, until the 4th 
of November, when he crossed the Brenta and thee 
Piave, pursued by the intrepid Massena, until the- 
French ,halted at Treviso. 	The Archduke,. forced 
to abandon the Venetian States, left at the same time- 
a very -  strong garrison in Venice, under 'General 
Bellegarde, and pursued his. way to the Tagliamento, 
with the hope .of joining the Russians in Upper Aus- 
tria. 	Masser'a came up with him at the bridge of 
Valvasone, and partially defeated him. 	The Arch- 
duke at rived at Isonzo, about the 13th of November; 
the Russian army, • under Kutuzoff, had in the mean 
time reached the Inn ; the Archduke used every 
effort to join him. 	Bonaparte at Augsburg, watched 
and skilfully counteracted these movements. 	On 
the 24th of. October, he was at Munich : his army 
marched the next day towards the Inn. ' Ney was 
Ordered to conquer the Tyrol. 	The army of ' Ange-
reau, which was to have been embarked at Brest,. on) 
board the squadron of Gantheaume, was directed to 
support him : this, which was called the seventh,  
corps, had, like that from Boulogne, gone through 
France, .and crossed the Rhine at Huningen. Prus-
sia, after the violation of its neutrality, had become 
inimical to France. 	The Emperor Alexander went 
to Berlin, and Frederick consenting tO enter -the 
coalition, the treaty, of Potsdam was, signed on the,  
3d of November. 	Alexander and the king of Prus- 
sia, joining their hands at midnight on the tomb of , 
'the great Frederick, swore an eternal friendshipJ.i 
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Early in November, the emperor Alexander, quitting 
Berlin, passed through Saxony and Bohemia to 
Brunn . in . Moravia, where he found the Emperor. 
Francis. 	Having excited his hopes, and with him 
concerted farther operations, he let off to join his_ 
second army in. Gallicia. 	It was late in November 
before Lord Harrowby, arrived at Berlin with full 
powers to regulate the payment of subsidies. 	Bona-. 
parte allowed. no time to mature these combinations, 
but crossed the Inn in great force; and on the 29th and 
30th of November, the whole French army, having 
gained possession of Brannau and Altheim, prepared 
a flotilla to. cross the Danube, under the. direction of 
an able sea officer. 	The bridge of Lintz fell*into the, 
hands .of Murat,, and the allies retreated until they. 
reached the gates of Vienna. 	Marshal Ney having 
entirely possessed himself of the Tyrol, and entered 
Inspruck, Dupont was -Ordered to quit.Passau, and 
to move along the left tank of . the Danube towards 
Vienna, supported by Marshal Lannes. 

Napoleon, holding his court at Lintz, decreed the 
formation of the army of the North, under the orders of 
Prince Louis; his brother, and commanded the Spanish 
division of twelve thousand men, under Romana, to 
pass through . France, and repair to. Lubeck. 	The 
army of Kutuzoff coming out of Bavaria, down' the 
right bank of the Danube, fought its way with valour, 
and gave the French a bloody.day at Amstettin and 
Mariazell. Crossing the river again at the noble bridge 
of. Khrems, Kutuzoff came to .the left bank, and_the 
bridge, the finest on the river, was burnt: 	Murat 

vol.. Iv. 	 C 
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gained the ' bridge 'of the Danube at Vienna ' by 
treachery. -The Emperor Francis retreated to B.runn ; 
the French entered Vienna on the 14th of Novem- 

\ ber, and Napoleon made his head-quarters at the 
palace of Schoenbrunn. In six weeks from the 'day on 
which he crossed the Rhine, he had gained possession 
of the.capitafof the German empire. About the same 
time that the French were victorious on the Danube; 
Massena still pursued. the Archduke Charles, who, 
having re-crossed the Tagliamento, evacuated Palma 
Nova and Udino, crossed the Isonza, and entering 
Carniola, entirely evacuated Italy, with the excep- 
tion only of the city of Venice. 	.The French in 
posseLion of Leghorn prepared 'for a siege, while an 
army of British and Russian troops of twenty-four 
thousand men, assembled in Sicily to invade the 
kingdom of Naples, at that time bound in a treaty of 
neutrality with France. The French took possession 
of Trieste on the 19th of November, driving out the 
Austrian garrison, which followed the route of the 
Archduke Charles. 	General St. Cyr having left 
Leghorn in October, went to Ancona and Pescara, 
then threatened by the Russians in the Seven Islands. 
Having provided for the security of these places, he 
-returned to the blockade of Venice, and defeated a 
gallant attempt of the Prince de Rohan, who, with 
ten thousand Austrians, had wonderfully escaped out 
of the Tyrol, in hopes to raise the siege of that place; 
but the Archduke Charles having marched to Laybach, 
and his brother the Archduke John to Klagenfurth, 
Bellegarck evacuated Venice, and with his divisicn 
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joined them at Prevald. The French entered Fiume, 
and remained completely masters of Upper Italy, and 
both shores of the.  Adriatic. 	. Mr. Pitt -had in -the 
mean time been preparing another diversion for the 
French armies in Italy : he contrived that a body of 
English and Russian troops should land in the bay 
of. Naples, supported by e strong squadron of our 
ships of war. 

On the promulgation of the King of Prussia's 
decree for shutting the ports of th& German Ocean 
against the English, dated 28th of March, 1806, his 
Britannic Majesty, who had borne with patience the 
invasion of his Electoral dominions, caused an im-
mediate embargo to be laid on all Prussian vessels,  
im the ports of his empire; and on the 16th of May, 
an order in council was issued, by which. the ports 
of the continent, from the Elbe to Brest, inclusively,- 
were--  directed to be blockaded. 	But this order was 
more formidable in appearance than reality ; the' 
exceptions were too numerous, and so weakened the 
whole, as to leave naval officers in Much doubt arid 
perplexity : the order -did not extend'io property ,iot 
belonging to the enemy, or not 'being <contraband *of 
war, except to the ports from Ostend to-  the river 
Seine (inclusively); which no vessels were permitted 
to enter. 	Other places they were: only, permitted to 
enter, under the certainty of their not having loaded 
at an enemy's port; nor 'could a vessel sailing from 
any .of these ports be permitted to pass, unless bound 
to .a friendly port, and affording proof of not having 
violated the blockade. 	In the course or the year., 

c2 
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exceptions werergr.  aated .to  the Elbe and Weser,' 
the blockades of which were raised. *Prussia was 
allowed to import into France articles of innocent 
merchandise : • indulgences ' were granted to 'the 
Spanish ports is the West Indies, trading to,ouf 
colonies; 'and Spain was permitted to be supplied 
With grain. 	The questions 'of maritime right arid,  
blockade became more complicated than ever;: and 
finally involved' us in* a. 'war with America,'-which 
ended without settling the' disputed points. 

' We now -proceed to, the detail Of 'Naval opera= 
tiOnS. 	The important 'events. of- 1805, left us no 
roo.m.to  -notice in the third ,volume; the successful 
cruise ' of Rear-admiral 'Allemande, who; with Ihe 
RoChefort squadron, early in that year, had sailed' 
from Basque Roads, and 'committed most' serious 
ravages 'oh the Commerce Of 'Great Britain. 	He, 
captured, in September; the Calcutta, of 54'guns, 
aad 360 men, commanded by Capt.' D: Woodrift 
`This gallant officer was returning' home. from.St-, 
Heleria;' with ' the Indus, East Indiaman, and four 
Whalers under his convoy. 	Being chased by five 
sail,,of the' line; and Tour frigates, in the ,true spirit 
of NelsOn's counsel; "Let them sink youi. but do not-
let :them touch a hair of the head of 'one of youf. 
convoy" (See vol. iii: p. 434), Captain, Woodriff 
sought first the safety of the ' charge confided to 
hini; he threw himself between . the chasing ships 
Of the enemy; and the British merchant vessels ;, 
engaged the Armide, a frigate of 44 guns arid 350 
men, and afterwards the Magnanime, of 74 guns, 
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for fifty minutes ; having occupied the attention 
of the enemy until all his convoy, except one brig 
from the West Indies, were in safety, and. finding 
.the rertainder 'of the enemy's squadron approach-
ing; his .ship. disabled, ond of course no prospect of 
escape, Capt. Woodruff surrendered. 	On his.  're- 
prn from France he was honourably acquitted by 
the sentence of a court-martial. Admiral Allemande 
,took many. other valuable prizes, besides the Cal- 
cutta. 	He captured a British sloop of war, and 
fifty-two sail of merchant vessels of different 
,nations ; for, the French were never very -serupu- 
,lous, on. the article, of neutrality. He landed aboit 
one:thousand two hundred piisoners in the 'month 
of December, at the isle of Aix, after a cruise of 
,one,hundred and sixty-one days, during which the 
_yalueof property taken from Great Britain only is 
.said to have amounted. to 750,0001. 

The squadron of Allemande consisted of— 
Gun.. 	Men. 	' 	Commanders. .* 

Admiral Zacharie Jaques Theo-. 
dore  Allemande.—First 

Le Majestueux .116. • .1150 	Captain, Etienne Joseph 
'Willaumez. --,Second 

• .Ditto, Charles Auguste 
• Fourre. 	• 

' Le Magnanime 	74. • • 700 Captain Pierre Francois Violette. 
Le Lion 	 14. 	700 	' E. J. N. Soleil. • • 	— 
Le Jeinappe  	700 	J. N. Pettit. 74.. • 	— 
Le, Souffrein : • • 74... 700 	- 	A. Gilles Fronde. 
L'Armide 	 44. • . 350 	A. F. Lovell. 0 — 
-La 	 44. 	 E:  M. 	Bonami.. Glotre  	• . 350 	 I. 
1 Lia Thetis 	44. 	 I. Pinson. 	 • • 350.  - 	. 
- 	 . 18. 	120 	P. 	Jauce. Le Palineure • 	•'• 	— 	F. 
•Le Sylphe 	, 	18. • • 120 	— 	J. J. .T. Langlois. 
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In the , beginning of the year 1806,1 Admiral 
Cornwallis held Gantheaume blocked up in the 
harbour of Brest, and it is a remarkable fact,. that 
the French Admiral never was able to elilde the 
vigilance of our fleets, and escape by sea from that 
port. He went some time after by land to Toulon, 
where he took the command; and, although he did 
get to sea from thence, never did any thing worthy 
of commemoration. For thirteen months the inde-
fatigable Cornwallis kept his station off. Brest; but 
in the Month of February, 1806, the Earl of St. 
Vincent was ordered by His Majesty, in person, 
to hoist, the Union at the Main, and take the corn: • 
mand of the Channel fleet. 	His Lordship obeyed 
the royal commands on the 8th. of March, and on 
the 12th sailpd in the Hibernia, of one hundred 
and ten guns, for his station off Ushant. 	He had 
under his command two and forty sail of the line, 
and fifteen frigates, besides sloops, and other small 
-Vessels. 	He immediately detached Rear-Admiral 
Sir Richard Strachan in the Caesar, with six sail ' 
of the line, to watch Ferrol, and to intercept the 
squadron expected home under. the command of 
Willaumez. 	Captain Sir Joseph Yorke, in the 
Barfleur, of ninety-eight guns, was ordered with 
four other ships of the line to cruise for the same 
purpose fifty leagues west of Belleisle ; Rear-
admiral Eliab Harvey was sent, with a squadron, 

'toff Cape Finisterre. 	.Captains Lawford of the 
impetueux:and Oliver of the Mars, 'were ordered 
to anchor off the Black Rocks ; a crowd of small 
vessels were kept in shore to watch and report the 
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slightest movement of the enemy from Ushant to 
Bilboa. 	One great object of this vigilance was to 
intercept the supply of provisions from the out-
pdrts reaching the French fleet in Brest. Admiral. 
Cornwallis served under Earl St. Vincent, as 
second in command ; and never was the British 
fleet in.every respect better officered, manned, and 
equipped. 

In our account of the Naval transactions of the 
preCeding year, we left the Frencla Admiral Linois 
off the Cape of Good. Hope, after his unsuccessful 
attack, and fortunate escape from Sir Thomas 
Trowbridge, ,in the Blenheim. 	Returning from 
India in the .Marengo, with the Belle Poule, a 
large frigate, M.- Linois was so unfortunate as to 
encounter a squadron under the command of Rear-
admiral Sir J. B. Warren, who had his flag in the 
Foudroyant, of eighty-four guns. The London, of 
ninety-eight guns, commanded by Captain Sir 
H. B. Neale, the Ramillies, seventy-four, Captain 
F. Pickmore, and the -Amazon frigate, _Captain 
W. Parker, with some other ships, were in company. 
On the 13th March, at half-past three in the morn-
ing, the London being to windward, got sight of ' 
the enemy, and gave the requisite information, by 
signal, to the Admiral, who immediately went in 
chase. The London soon brought the. Marengo to 
action, and as daylight appeared, they were seen 
in close conflict; while Captain Parker, in the 
Arnaion, was equally fortunate width the Belle 
Poule. The ship of the line having nobly contended 
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with the London; surrendered; on receiving a few 
broadsides 'from ,  the 'Ramillies ;• and the- Belle 
Poule in ten mind* after, to the Amazon. The 
Marengo mounted-  seventy-four '.guns,• and had 
seven hundred and forty men ; -the - Belle Poule 
forty-four guns, with three hundred and' twenty 
men.' The London had eleven • _men-, killed add 
fifteen wounded : the Amazon lost her 'first lieu 
tenant, Richard Seymour, an officer of _uncommon 
professional ineEit; also; her lieutenant ormarines, 
Mr. Edward Prior, and two seamen ; five more 
were wounded. 	The- loss on board' the ,captured 
ships, though not stated, was very- severe. Linois • was himself wounded, ,He was on the Whole_ a 
most unfortunate officer: his victory at Algeziras; if 
such it may be called; in 1801, was more the effect 
of accident • than skill ; and in every sUbSequent 
'attack or engagement, whether with the Centurion 
on the Coast of Coromandel, the East. India fleet 
off Pulo A'or, or with, the Londoiroff the Western 
Islands, Linois was nniversally defeated.- 	In this, 
last action he spewed much bravery, and yielded, 
to superior, numbers. 	On his arrival in England, 

"(unwilling to trust himself in' the presence of 
- Napoleon) he retired on his parole to-Bath, where 

he _remained A considerable , tirne;,  but having at 
'length, made- his:.  peace 'with - the Emperor, he re- 
turned to Frances 	- 	i' 	- 

In detailing the actions of single ,or% detached 
ships, those of the Pallas, or the Imperieuse, 
commanded by that distinguished and promising 
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officer, Lord Cochrane, stand iir&eminent. 	The 
'career ,of this young, nobleman thd been marked 
by a series of actions, useful to' his country, and 
honourable to.. himself.' Their value was always 
greatly.enhanced by the' skill and judgment with' 
which they: were executed ; :the effect of this was 
particularly observable on reference to hisliits of 
killed'and wounded. -No officer ever attempted 
or succeeded in more arduous enterprises, with So 
little ;loss. 	In his attacks- on 'she' enemy,. the 
character of "Tigilans - et -audax" was , entirely 
hiS: 	Before he fired; a shot, he reconnoitered in 
person, took soundings and bearings, passed whole 
nights in his boats under .the, enemy's batteries, 
his: lead ..line and. spy glass i incessantly at Work; 
Another fixed principle with this, officer was, never, 
to; allow his boats 'to be unprotected by his ship; 
if it were possible • to lay her within reach of the 
object of •attack: 	With the -wind on: shore,- he 
would ;veers one of ,  his boats in by -a; bass . halsei 
(an Indian rope made of, grass; which is so light as 
to float on the surface of the water) :.by this means 
he.established a communication with.the ship; and 
in case of a reverse or check, the boats were hove 
off by 'the capstan, while the people in them had 
only to attend to the use of their weapons.,  
- iAt the breaking out of the Spanish- war, in 1805, 
his lordship was appointed to the Pallas, a new 
frigate of thirty-two guns, .whichle fitted for sea, 
and manned with a celerity peculiar to hiniself, at 
a time when seamen for other ships could rarely 
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be procured. Having got off the Western Islands, 
he soon returned to Plymouth, with prizes to an 
enormous amount. In April, 1806, Lord Cochrane 
Was stationed in the . Bay. of Biscay, under the 
orders of. Vice-admiral Thornborough. 	Off the 
.Gironde 'he. - obtained information of an enemy's 
Corvette being in the mouth 'of that river : after 
dark in the evening of the 5th of April, he an-
chored. his ship close to the Cordouan light-house, 
and sending his'•boats in, they boarded the vessel, 
and brought her . out, . although she lay-  twenty 
miles. above the intricate shoals, and :within two 
heavy batteries. 	This enterprise was conducted 
by Lieutenant Haswell ' of the Pallas : day light, 
and the tide of flood found this gallant officer, and 
his prize,. still within the probability of recapture. 
Another French, corvette, weighed, pursued, and 
brought him to action, but was defeated, and only 
.saved. from. ,capture by .the rapidity of the tide: 
The prize which' had been so .nobly acquired, and 
so .bravely defended; ,was called La Tapageuse; 
mounted fourteen long twelve pounders, and had 
ninety-five men. 	 . 

:While- the officers and a part of the ship's coma 
pang of the Pallas were away on this. duty,,  Lord 
Cochrane perceived three vessels approaching 
him:. He weighed, chased, and drove them all on 
shore; , and with' the' injury only of three melt 
'wounded, furnished 'to the admiral the following 
surprising result of this enterprise :-:--, 	• 
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T :Vessqls . taken—LA Tapageuse, 14 guns, 05 men, 
I.,a Pomone. (amerchant,brig). 
Another ditto (bnint). 

• And two 	mare‘s. chasie 
' 	Vessels wrecked-4a Malicieuse 	 18-guns. ' 

' ' 	' 	Imperial 	' 	, 	 24 ••• 	. 	, 	guns.- 
, 	. 	• Imperial, 	 22 (also)-a ship.of 	guns.. 

 And (-7--  _ 	 a chasse maree.  
In the month of 'May  following, his .lordship 

finding himself much annoyed. by the signal posts 
on The 'French coast, conveying* intelligence .of all 
his movements,- determined: to interrupt . their 
communication. 	He landed .and destroyed two at 
Pointe de la Roche ; one at ,Caliola; and, one. at 
Ance de Repos.: the flags were all brought away ;. 
the: houses burnt; the batteries destroyed ; . guns 
spiked, and shells thrown into the sea. 	The. .bat.; 
tery and signal post 'of l'Equillon; shared the 'same 
fate, 	After these exploits the Pallas cruised off 
1'Isle d'Aix, when, • on the 14th of May; a frigate 
and .three.  brigs came . out to engage her; and a 
smut action_agaifist this .unequal force .took place, 
pnder,  the , fire of their -own batteries, while .the 
Pallas was working to windward among- the shoals 
of the Pertius D'Antiothe: 	the, action had con-* 
tinned from half-past eleven, till one o'clock. . One 
of the brigs was disabled ; and the Pallas, by ,the 
skill:and courage of her captain, having got .be. 
tween the frigate and the battery of Aix, gave her 
a few ,vigorous broadsides, .which. silenced her fire, 
and then ran her on board ; the guns of the Pallas 
were driven in by the shock, she ' also carried 
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away her jib-boom, fore and main top-sail yards, 
sprit7sail:yard, bumpkin, cathead, chainplates, fore;  

.rigging,. -and . bower anchor; 	"with which last," 
says his lordship, "I intended to hook him." Yet, 
with, his ship a perfectly. helpless wreck, he , still 
would.have made another effort, but two more fii7  
gates being sent ..out by the. admiral, the hero re-
tired to the :offing to repair his damages, with the 
loss of only one man, killed, and two 'wounded. , i 

,On the. ,  8th cf `April, : orders were received ,to 
detain _and bring, in, provisionally;  all Prussian 
Vessels : 4this:measure.was dictated by the . strange 
vacillating policy ofthe•King of PrOsid, Frederick 
III. ,  as alluded to in a former part .of this chapter. 

On the 11th of June, Sir Samuel Hood was sent, 
in • the Centaur of seventy-four guns, to ,relieve 
Rear-admiral, ThornboroUgh, in the.Pertius ,D'Ani- 
tioche. 	On .the 17th, Sir Charles Cotton, with 
six sail of the line Sand some frigates, was left off 

-Brest, while, ,Lord St. Vincent and Admiral Corn- 
wallis returned into port. 	His lordship arrived at 
$pithead in. the Hibernia, and,,  on the 23d•i of 
June, attended the Privy Council,-in London, still 

'.retaining his:command, and, issuing orders to the 
fleet.... He. returned: to Portsmouth on the 3d of 
July, hoisted his flag. again in the .Hibernia;  and 
.sailed immediately,for his station. i On his arrival 
,off Brest,le.detached Captain.  Keats.  with six sail 
pf the line to , relieve Rear-admiral. Stirling,lon the 
.station, Which: had been occupied by Sir Joseph 
!Yorke, fifty leagues westward:of .Belleisle. 	The 
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summer passed away with very few naval occur-.  4  
rences -of any -note: " Many, indeed, could.not be... 
expected, after -the. disasters- experienced by the is 

• enemy in .the preceding winter. 	- 	.- 	- - 
Captain'Ahe honourable Charles -Paget,' in ,the' 

Egyptienne,► had, in the month of March, sent his 
boats into the harbour of Murose  whence ther-crit-
out., by boarding under the batteries, a large frigate-; 
built privateer, pierced for thirty-four guns.: the 
affair was-.conducted by Captain Handfield, iwho,' 
having been first lieutenant of the Egyptienne, had 
been promoted to the rank of commander, and• 
volunteered :his services on this occasion.- 	, 
, i Rear-admiral Eliab Harvey held the command.. 
of the squadron -14fiff Cape , Finisterre. 	. Captain, 
G. R. Collier, in the Minerva ofthirty-two guns,-
(one of the -squadron) ,had the duty of. watching 
the enemy between' -Ferrol and Vigo. On,the.23d 
'of June he sent his boats into Finisterre-bay, under. 
'the - command,  of Lieutenant William Howe. tMul-
caSter, who landed: and stormed a fort of 'eight 
guns, ,twenty-four and twelve., pounders, carried; 
it, with -the' pike arid bayonet, .before.the guard 
could raise,  :the drawbridger or .discharge.a twelve 
pounder, which they- had placed opposite to the 
gate. - Having- spiked the- guns, Lieutenant Mut-. 
'caster- brought out. five Spanish Inners, loaded 
with wine;. for the fleet, in Ferrol, and:  returned. to 
his -ship , without a. man , hurt. - Commodore',  Sir, 
Samuel , ,Hood 	was .,off .Rochefort -iii . ,the .Cen-. 
taur, of seventy4ur guns, and by his officers and 
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boats' crews, another: brilliant enterprise was per=` 
formed. 	The Gironde, or mouth of the river at 
Bordeaux, , takes that name only from the con= 
fluence of the Dordogne, and the Garrone, a little 
belovi the city ; it is full of dangerous shoalS, ren-
dered still more so, by the rapidity Of the stream. 
This river and the city of Bordeaux; form the great 
mart ••Of trade, betWeen France and America ;. 
and an intercourse mutually advantageous was 
carried on by 'means of fast sailing vessels, in• 
the construction, and management . Of which, 'the 
Americans are peculiarly 	skilful, 	and expert. 
Schooners of one hundred and fifty or two hundred' 
ions; have been known' to convey from France' in 
one .voyage, .to• the value of 60;000/. sterling in 
jewellery, clocks, 	watches, 'silks; lades, wines, 
brandy, oil of olives, and drugs. 	These', on their 
return voyages, 'frequently rewarded the labour of 
our cruisers: 'their 'cargo from Anierica consisted 
usually of tobacco, coffee, flour, rice, and Cotton. 

'In the month of July, two corvettes were lying 
in the Gironde, with a large convoy' of traders ;•and 
the Commodore' gave permission' to Captain I. T. 
Redd, of . the . Indefatigable, to cut' them • out if 
possible: 	For this.purpOse each ship in the'sqta.-: 
drop furnished a boat well 'manned : all assembled 
alongside•the Indefatigable, and the command of 
them was. given to' Lieutenant E. 'R. Sibley, first 
of the Centaur, Who,•proceeding to Verdun Roads; 
boarded and carried 'the Caesar of eighteen, gunS; 
and eighty.:six men ; a vessel not.  only well pre-, 
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pared, but most honourably • and obstinately, 'de-
fended; the victors and the vanquished were alike 
covered with renown, the decks of the prize being 
strewed with dead and dying. 	Lieutenant Sibley 
himself received no less than seven wounds ; six of 
his followers were killed, and thirty-six. wounded 
One of the boats . of the Revenge,. owing. 'to the 
strength of the tide, ,was taken. with twenty-one 
of her people, who long afterwards regained their 
petty. 	 e 	 „ 	, 

Captain Lavie, in the Blanche of. thirty-six 
guns, having been sent to protect the - whale 
fishery in the Northern seas, fell in, off the. Feroe 
Islands, with the French frigate,. La Guerriere, of, 
nearly equal force with himself in point of guns 
and men ; but after an action of fifty minutes,;  he 
captured her. 	 . 

In August, Captain Keats, in the Superb, comT 
manding one, &Abe Western squadrons in the bay 
of Biscay, fell in with four-French frigates. 	• Cap- 
tain Oliver, in ,the Mars of seventy-four guns, out-
sailing the others,, was.the only ship • which could 
keep sight of the enemy, and .after a:-chase of one 
hundred and fifty. Miles, ran alongside of one of the .  
frigates,, which immediately surrendered: she was 
called Le Rhin, mounted forty-four guns, eighteen 
pounders, and had .a complement of three hundred 
and eighteen men; 	During the chase, the frigate 
had thrown over board her quarter-deck and fore; 
castleguns. 	The squadron,  was cominatided by 
Commodore La Marre Lamillerie, in the Hortense, 

   
  



32 	 CHANNUL. 	 [1806. 

who, with the Hermione•• and the Themis, was on 
hii way from Porto Rico to France. , 

r  It Wai' not in the power of Captain Oliver to 
secure more than this : frigate : the weather . was 
extremely •bad ; and while his - boats were ,  ex-
changing the prisoners, the other ships escaped. 

'During the absence of Lord St. Vincent on the 
affairs of Portugal, the command off. Ushant de-
volved on Vice-admiral Sir. Charles Cotton ; Ad-
miral Cornwallis having retired from ill health. 
Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis, had his flag in 
the.-Canopus of eighty guns, and cruised to the 
southward, with his division, which, on• the 6th of 
SepteMber, in latitude 47° 17' N. and longitude 
6° 52' W. captured, after a chase of eighteen hours; 
the French frigate Le President of forty-four guns, 
and six hundred and thirty men. This frigate was; 
no doubt, one of a .  very strong squadron, full of 
troops, which had sailed or were about to proceed 
against our colonies. 

Sir Samuel Hood had with him six sail of the line, 
and was about six or seven leagues from Chasseron 
light-house, when,rat one o'clock in the morning of 
the 25th Sept., Capt. Richard Lee, of the Monarch, 
made the signal for an enemy. 	The Commodore 
very soon perceived them to leeward of him; and 
made the signal for a • general chase. 	The • Mo- 
narch being the nearest, was the first:in action; 
the Mars, 'Captain -William Lukin, the second; 
followed by the Centaur; daylight discovered the 
enemy's force, which consisted 	of five 	large 
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frigates, and'tWo-  corvettes. 	One of the frigates 
bore a broad pendant ; this is alwayS thd case with 
the senior officer 'of a French squadron. 	At Ave 
'o'clock • the Monarch began .upon' the stermnost 
ship ; the Mars was,  sent in pursuit 'of . the . wea-
thermost which :had 'hauled up ; one' frigate 'and 
the two -  corvette's edged away to the south-east ; 
the remaining three . frigates kept in close order. 
Captain,, Lee in the 'Monaich, at a quartei past 
ten, got his. broadside to bear on tfteM, and ahOhW 
eleven; the Centaur came - Up'; • the sea was' rinin4 , 
high; and the lower-deck poits 'of the .Mon6A 
Could , not be kept open for any time. 	The enemy' 
fought-with -bravery, and the three frigates did not' 
surrender to these two ships of the line; a Past' 
twelve • o'clock; about :which time, Sir Samuel 
Hood had his arm shot away. -  The. squadron was 
hoviever very successful; the Mars had come tip'. 
With her , chaSe ;. and four 'of the French frigates' 
were secured. 	Their names were, 

La Gloire,‘ ...... -• • •,• •46 guns, Captain Soleil. 
44 ditto 	Giradiers. .L'Indefatigable 	 t 

La Minerve 	 44 ditto 	Colet.. 
L'Armide  	44 ditto 	, 	L'Anglois. 

, 	 . 
They were all remarkably fine ships, each having 

on 'board,- about six hundred .and fifty men, ,iii.i 
eluding. troops; with a ,vaSt , ..quantity of stores;' 
arms, ammUnition, and provisions 	This- captures  
was ,a very unfortunate blow to the- projects of 
Napoleon.  

VOL. IV. 	 D 
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it was not long before the object of Lord St. 
Vincent's 'return to Portsmouth, and journey to 
London; in the month of June, was discovered. 
The unhappy condition of the' court of Portugal 
had induced the. Prince of Brazils, who held the 
government of that country, to think seriously of 
transferring the seat of his government to his South 
American dominions. 	• 	 . 

In pursuance of the orders of the British cabinet 
the commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet pro-
ceeded to Lisbon, 'taking with him eight sail of 
the line to protect the.  Tagus, and if necessary, 
and agreeable to, the wishes of the Prince, to 
embark -his royal highness and family, with their 
suite and treasure, on board tbq British squa- 
dron, and, proceed with them to Rio Janeiro. 	His 
Lordship arrived in the Tagus on the 14th of 
August ; the Illustrious and Defiance having been 
previously detached with orders to join him off the 
Rock of Lisbon. 	The ships which composed his 
squadron were the Hibernia of one hundred and 
ten guns, Captain Western, flag; Prince of Wales, 

. ninety-eight; Colossus, seventy-four, J. N. Morris; 
Im petueux, seventy-four, John Lawford; Illustrious, 
seventy-four, William Broughton; Donegal, seven- 
ty-four, Pulteney Malcolm ; 	Defiance, seventy- 
four, Henry Hotham ; Kent, eighty, Thomas 
Rogers : frigates, Lavinia, forty; Pomona, forty ; 
Flora, thirty-§ix. 

The state of Portugal at this time may be best 
described by the following letter from the Earl of 
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St. Vincent to Lord 'Viscount • Howick, then.first 
lord of the Admiralty : 	 . 

• , 
• Hibernia, in the Tagus, 24th August, 1806. 

MY DEAR LORD, 
For the melancholy picture of the court I must refer you to 

Lord Strangford's despatches ; the description is too bad for 
the pen of a seaman. 	Monsieur d'Aranjo returned to Lisbon 
on the 18th; the following morning, .we were admitted to 
Pratique, 	having had 	notice 	overnight, ,the squadron 	was 
unmoored, and run up a-breast of the palace ; as soon as the 
officer of health had done his business, I landed, while the 
ships were running up ; and after paying my respects to Santa 
Martha, the residence of his majesty's minister, I waited upon 
Monsieur d'Aranjo, who received me with cordiality, as far as 
the outward and visible sign went. 	He made an awkward apo- 
logy for keeping us so long in quarantine, which I did not suffer 
to pass without a remark upon it; and expressed my astonish-
ment, that my appearance should have created suspicion in the 
minds of the Portuguese government (which had been artfully 
worked upon by the French party, and had sunk the paper four 
per cent.). I observed, that the selectionof an officer who had 
always been the fast friend and protector of Portugal, ought to 
have reconciled the government and people to the sudden ap- 
pearance of a British squadron. 	He interrupted me at this 
sentence, and observed, that the Prince had said, upon ills com-
municating our arrival," Lord St. Vincent is my friend.'! Upon 
the whole, our conversation, as far as it went, was satisfactory, 
and would have been continued, but that the Spanish ambas-
sador was announced, when I took my leave, and faced the 
Spaniard in my way through the room of audience ; be did not 
seem to like me at all. 	On Wednesday I called upon the Vis- 
count d'Anadria, minister of the marine, who has been very 
friendly in the prompt supply *of a miin-topmast for the Illus-
trious, and a main-topsail yard for the Kent. 

A complete change in the sentiments of the people, touching 
the object of my mission, is manifested in the kindness shewn 
to myself, and every officer in the squadron, by all ranks and 

D2 
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orders, particularly the clergy, from the Pope's nuncio down-
wards; and I have every reason to believe, that they have the 
most. unbounded confidence in the rectitude of my intentions. 
The army is very much diminished in numbers, since I was last 
in Portugal. 	Thirteen thouiand ill-armed infantry is the utmost 
that can be counted upon; and the cavalry beggars all descrip- 
tion, both as to officers and men. 	The magazines, and all the 
wood work of the interior of the barracks in and about Lisbon, 
have been torn away, and consumed in cooking the seidieis' 
dinners. 	One seventy-four-gun ship, and a few frigates are 
cruising in .the Straits' mouth, and they are now making every 
effort to equip a sixty-four and a frigate to go out after an 
Algerine of twenty guns; but I doubt whether they will be able 
to.effect it. 	 1 

Most truly yours, 
ST. VINCENT. 

Viscount Howick. 	 . 

The number of ships, of the line, which by 
treaty we were allowed to bring at one time into 
the Tagus, was six ; two therefore were left to 
ciuise off the Rock, and were occasionally relieved 
by two others; but in the autumn, the Illustrious 
was sent to England. 	It appears that the French 
party in Lisbon expected the arrival of a 's-qua-
dron to' counteract the Intentions of the British 
Admiral; 	and the sullen coldness of the court 
of Portugal induced his Lordship to be very 
much on• his guard. 	It was some time before he. 
was adinitted to Pratique ; he therefore remained 
belOw the Castle, and kept the Lavinia off Cape 
Roxent, to give him the earliest intimation of the 
approach of an enemy. 	In a letter to a friend in 
office, he 'says, " there. never was such ..a scene of 
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apathy and aneantissement as Portugal presents.. I 
could not have conceived it possible that a country, 
low enough certainly seven years ago, should have 

-been so sunk; no one seems aware. of the im- 
pending danger. 	Lord Strangford stole on board 
yesterday, and though a very young - man, seems 
up to his situation. 	The French squadron at 
Martinique must have the devil's luck if they 
escape all the squadrons which Lord Howick has 
so judiciously placed to interrupt them." 
- 	Unwilling to renounce his native country,. the 
Prince of Brazils long hesitated, while the dangers 
pressed around him. 	It was a cruel necessity to 
be forced to leave his faithful people a prey to a 
blood-thirsty and rapacious enemy ; yet his stay 
among them Could not alleviate their misery, 
while it exposed him to insult and cruelty ; but 
being unprepared to take advantage of the pro-
tection of the British squadron, the Earl of St. 
Vincent was suffered to depart; and • on the 18th 
of October we find his Lordship off Ushant, re-
newing the blockade-of Brest. 

. In the early part of the year, a communication 
had been opened with Flance, which would un-
doubtedly ha-ste terminated in a general peace, had 
not Napoleon been inaccessible to every feeling 
but that of ambition. An assassin, by the name of 
Gillet de la Gevrilliere, made an offer to Mr. Fox, 
to take the life of Bonaparte ; the infamous pro- 
posal was received by the British minister with A - 
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'• abhorrence, and the villain ordered to quit the 
country. 	Information of the circumstance was 
immediately sent to the Trench government. 
M. Talleyrand returned a suitable answer, and 
at the same time made some slight overtures for 
peace. 	This led to a correspondence, and 11;1 the 
month of June, Lord Yarmouth, who had been 
detained a prisoner at-  Verdun, was liberated at 
the request of Mr. Fox, and brought over with 
him the substance.  of a conversation he had held 
with the French minister, respecting the views of 
Bonaparte, which appeared so pacific, that the • 
British cabinet, desirous of terminating the•war, 
directed Lord Yarmouth to return, and commence 
immediate negotiations. 	His 1,ordship, in the 
month of August, was followed by the Earl of Lau- 
derdale with full powers. 	This nobleman' soon 
discovered, that the object of Bonaparte was to 
separate the interests of Great Britain and Russia, • 
and to deceive both. 	The basis of the first offer 
was, the restoration of Hanover, and the uti possi- 

. 
ditis. 	Joseph Bonaparte was to relinquish the 
claim he had made on the island of Sicily, as king 
'of .Naples; a kingdom which he had usurped. 
The French cabinet while treating with Lord 
Lauderdale, had without his knowledge induced 
Monsieur D'Oubril, to sign a separate treaty be-
tween France and Russia ; but Alexander refused 
his ratification, even before our court could make i, 
any representation ; and while the negotiation was 
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pending, the perfidious Corsican and his, prime • 
minister Talleyrand, 	left 	Paris with 	General 
Clarke, who had been specially appointed to dis- 
cuss the question with Lord Laudeidale. 	Cham-
pagny, his substitute, acknowledged he had no 
pow6r1 and Lord Lauderdale, justly indignant at 
such conduct, demanded his passports, and re-
turned to London. 

Captain Burrowes, in the Constance, a small 
frigate of twenty-four guns, had under his orders 
the Sheldrake, sloop of war, Captain J. Thicknew, 

. and the Strenuous, gun-brig, Lieutenant Nugent. 
•These vessels were part of the squadron .of Rear-
admiral Sir James Saumarez, on the Guernsey 
station. On the 14th, they fell in with a large ship 
near St. 1V1aloes, to which tliey gave chase : • the 
enemy took refuge under a strong battery close to 
some rocks, and carried out bow and quarter 
springs.. 	Troops lined the beach; and nothing 
was omitted 	to ensure an 	obstinate defence. 
The Sheldrake, owing to her superior sailing, led 
into action ; and the three British vessels anchored 
within pistol-shot of their enemy. 	The action . 
began at two r. m.And continued till four, when, in 
spite of all the field-pieces, and troops, andguns, 
they could bring to her support, and in spite of 
her own heavy battery, she was compelled to 
surrender. 	She proved to be the Salamandre, 
a frigate-built ship, mounting twenty-six long 
twelve and eighteen pounders, and manned with 

.one hundred and • fifty men ; commanded by a 

   
  



40 	 CONDUCT.  OF PRUSSIA. 	 [IBM 

lieutenant, . who, was killed in the action, and 
was bound from St. Maloes to Brest with ship 
timber. 	. 	. 	 , 

This was an action of no common merit : .it was 
a remarkable display of valour and perseverance ; 
and although the assailants failed ina. part of their 
enterprise, it. convinced the enemy of the increased 
difficulty of carrying on their coasting trade, where 
ships of such force were not safe .under their .own 
batteries. 	The Salamandre took the ground, as 
did the Constance.. 	Captain Burrowes was killed, 
• and thirteen. of his, men : 	many others badly A 

wounded.' Captain Thicknesse, on whorn the-com- 
mand deVglved,.used every endeavour to get off the 
Constance and the prize, but Was forced to leave 
the former to. her fate, and set fire to the latter, 
bringing away all the wounded out of the French 
ship, and one hundred of the crew of the Constance, 
which was totally wrecked and destroyed. 	. 

We now call the attention of our readers to the 
affairs of the North Seas and the Baltic, where the • 
politics of Prussia had opened a new scene . of 

. maritime warfare. 	We have already adverted to 
the miserable state of bondage to which that mo-
narchy had 'sunk, .in consequence of- her .treaty 
with France, concluded soon after the disastrous 
battle 'of Austerlitz, when she consented to the 
exchange of the three provinces of Anspach, Ba- 
reuth, 	and 	Nuremburg, for the Electorate of 
Hanover. If the Prussian monarch considered this 
treaty to have been made in sincerity by Bona._ 
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parte, he had soon- abundant reason 'to alter his 
opinion. 	But the infatuation of his ministers in 
plunging him into' a war single-handed against 

' France, can only be compared to the treachery 
of their conduct in making the treaty. 	Having 
lost the glorious opportunity of restoring liberty 
to degraded Europe by joining an effectual alliance 
with Russia and Austria, Frederick waited until . 
Bonaparte had crushed the coalition, strengthened 
his frontier by .new conquests, &augmented his 
armies by additions to the already enormous po- 

. pulation of his empire, enriched his treasury by' 
contributions, and flushed his soldiers by con-
quest, then came forward; more as a victim to the 
slaughter, than as a monarch resolved to maintain 
his rights. In the month ofJ uly, Bonaparte having 
matured his plans, gave the finishing bloW to the 
Germanic constitution, and established on its ruins 
the famous confederation of the Rhine, of which 
the Emperor of France was to be the head, the 
states having- among them a force of two hun- 
dred and forty thousand' men. 	Prussia was kept 
quiet with a promise of being permitted to esta-
blish herself at the head of a similar confederation 
in the north of Europe, including the Hans towns. 
But amidst all these demonstrations of friend-
ship, the Prussian minister at Paris discovered 
that Bonaparte, in the course of negotiations, 
had 	actually 	offered 	to 	restore 	Hanover to 
England ; and at the same time he had endea-
voured to conciliate Russia, by urging her to take 
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possession of any part of Polish Prussia she might 
desire. 	Prussia now began seriously to prepare 
for war with France : early in October the Prus-
sian army, under the command of the Duke of 
Brunswick, amounting to one hundred and fifty 
thousand men, had taken the field on the banks of 
the Saall, their head-quarters at Nautriberg, 	Bo1 
naparte having now no other enemy to dread in 
his immediate vicinity, resolved to avail himself of , 
this favourable circumstance, and collecting all his 
forces, advanced in three. divisions, attacked the 
Prussian flank, killing, wounding, and making pri- . 
soners nearly two thousand men, taking thirty 
pieces of cannon, and gaining possession of Naum- 
berg, with the Prussian magazines. 	On the sixth 
day, from what may be considered the commence.:  
ment of the, campaign, the fatal battle of Jena took 
place, and the Prussian monarchy for the time 
was annihilated. 	From this period the north of 
Germany, was overrun by the French army, and 
the whole continent, from the Weser to the Vistula, • 
fell into their hands, with the exception of the 
Danish peninsula. 	How awful and sudden was 
this retribution; and what a lesson does it afford 
to politicians who endeavour to conciliate an un-
principled conqueror, by becoming his willing 
instruments of base aggression I 

The Mediterranean fleet Was at this time under 
the command of that distinguished officer, Vice-! 
admiral Lord C011ingwood, who had succeeded to 
it by fair inheritance, on the death of his friend, the 
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immortal Nelson. 	The Mediterranean was still a 
station of great importance, the 'principal part of 
the enemy's naval 'force being in the ports of Ca-
diz,' Carthagena, and Toulon. 

Cadiz, which still contained the sad remains of 
the fatal day of Trafalgar—the fugitive ships of the 
combined fleets—was blockaded by Collingwood 
in person, with a squadron of ten sail of the line : 
in Carthagena there were eight sail of Spanish line 
of battle ships ready for sea ; Toulon had a strong 
squadron preparing, to sail. 	There were also at 
that port three ships of the line on the stocks. 
The movements and preparations of the enemy in 
all these ports were strictly observed by our fri-
gates, the captains of which made the most accu-
rate reports to the Commander-in-chief. 

We have already noticed the resources which 
France drew from her coasting trade in the Medi._ 
terranean,, both. as to seamen and revenue. 	Her 
foreign commerce being destroyed, this became 

`her next great nursery. 	In the earlier period of 
the war, when our ships had full occupation in 
cruising for the enemy at sea; we scarcely attempted 
to annoy them in-shore ; but when the ocean was 
cleared of their flag, our officers naturally resorted 
to the coasts and harbours for prizes, and these 
were found to yield a plentiful reward, although 
obtained with very considerable danger. 	The 
European coasts of the Mediterranean bad for 
ages. been subject to the incursion's of the Bar-
bary states.' Hence the erection of strong towers 
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on every point or inlet, to defend the.merchant or 
the agriculturist from their depredations. 	These 
towers had obtained the name of Martello, and 
have been before mentioned in the second voluthe 
of this work. 	Vessels seeking their. protection 
anchored as close as the nature of the land would 
permit, securing themselves with strong 'kaisers 
made fast to the shore in every direction, and not 
unfreque,ntly with one to the .keel, which being 
unperceived by 'the assailants, in many instances 
gave rise to fatal consequences, stopping the vessel 
under fire, after she had been boarded, and every 
other mooring cut away. 	These remarks become 
necessary, as we have now to detail an entire, new 
species of naval war. 	The most daring acts of 
intrepidity-were daily performed by our officers:in 
every part of the. shores of France, Spain, -and 
Italy. The kind of vessels in.which,the trade was 
carried on in. these countries we have already 
described: in p. 169 of vol. iii. 	No part of the 
voyage; or very little of it, was performed in the' 
night; nor did they attempt to run in the day, 
unless the signal-posts announced the coast to 
be clear of enemy's cruisers. 	The signal was in- 
variably made at daylight, and it is wonderful, 
considering the length and the celerity. of the 
communication, which extended from, Corfu to 
Estepona, that 'oar ships could, ever get within 
gun-shot of the enemy, who moved in large con.. 
voys, escorted by gun-boats, and heavily 'armed 
vessels. 	If a British cruiser appeared, the trade 
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ran'for the land, and the gun-boats covered their 
retreat; but frequently the whole were captured. 
The shore of the Mediterranean is usually high, 
affording excellent situations for signal-posts. The 
hills were occupied by corps of Douaniers, gens 
d'armes, cavalry, and infantry, which, together 
with the armed crews of the merchant vessels, 
formed a powerful body, and, sometimes rendered 
their positions nearly impregnable. 	The intre- 
pidity of our officers, and the . skill which they 
gradually acquired in pilotage, overcame all 'these 
obstacles. 	One spirited enterprise stimulated to 
another; and we shall soon shew, that the trade of 
the Mediterranean in the latter part of the war, 

• was safe in no ports but such as were calculated 
to sustain-  a regular siege. 	The celerity of our 
movements from one place to another.  obliged the 
enemy to supply large bodies of cavalry and in-
fantry to protect their coast; hut even these were 
often defeated, or only arrived in time to see their 

' •batteries destroyed, their guns spiked, and their 
magazines blown up ; while the victorious British 
sailors, with animating cheers, towed their prizes 
out to sea, or proceeded to the attack of another 
port. The best commentary on this state of things 
is the history of the naval transactions in these 
seas, to the detail of which we now proceed. 

In April, 1806, Captain Prouse, of the Sirius, of 
thirty-six guns; stationed to the eastward of Civita 
Vecchia, having heard that an enemy's force, was 
about to proceed from that port to Naples, made 
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all possible sail to intercept them. 	On the 17th, 
at four o'clock in the afternoon, he saw 'them, 
formed in compact order, having taken up a ju-
dicious position, within two leagues 'of the Tiber;  
and near a dangerous shoal, to await the attack of 
the British 'frigate. An action commenced at seven 
o'clock, within pistol-shot, and lasted two hours, 
when the French Commodore hdiled to say he had 
surrendered : the rest of the squadron escaped, the 
Sirius being too much disabled to pursue them, 
and the darkness of the night, and the shoals fa- 
vourinetheir retreat. 	The vessel captured was 
called La Bergere, mounted eighteen long eighteen 
pounders, and.  one thirty-two pound carronade, 
with a complement of one hundred and eighty- ' 
nine men. 	The others were L'Abeille, of eighteen 
twelve pounders, two  thirty-six pounders; and 
one hundred and sixty men ; La Legere, twelve 
nine pounders ; Le Janus, twelve nine pounders ; 
which,' with five heavy gun-boats, and the advan-
tage of local knoWledge, made a force in that 
smooth water, fal• exceeding that of one of our 
lirgest frigates. 	The Sirius had one officer and 
eight seamen killed, and twenty seamen and ma- 
rines wounded. 	The whole of this affair was 
highly creditable to the professional character of 
Captain Prouse. 

On the 10th of April, the Renomme, of thirty-
eight guns, Captain Sir Thomas Livingstone, and 
-the Nautilus sloop, were watching eight :sail of 
the line in the port of Carthagena, when two of 
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them, and a frigate, came out and chased them off 
towards the Barbary shore near Oran. 	This was 
intended to facilitate and cover the departure of a 
convoy which sailed at the same time from Car-
thagena, and ran to the westward, under the pro- 
tection of a brig of war. 	Sir Thomas Livingstone 
comprehending the intention of the enemy, sent 
the Nautilus to communicate with Lord Coiling-
wood, while he proceeded in the Renomme, in 
search of the brig and her comPoy. 	He fell in 
with them off Cape de Gat, under a battery, the 
guns of which were soon silenced, the brig's main-
mast shot away,. and she brought out a prize. She 
was a vessel of war of twenty guns, and one hun-
dred and thirty men, called La Vigilantia : the 
convoy being all small vessels, were hauled up on 
the beach; and it was not deemed worth the 
trouble or expense of. time to attack them. In the 
following month the boats of the same frigate and 
the Nautilus, conducted by, lieutenanti Sir William 
Parker and Charles Adams, first and second of the. 
Renomme, boarded a 'Spanish armed schooner, 
under Torre de. Viagas, and although she was pro-
tected by batteries, boarding nettings, and guards 
of soldiers, they obtained possession, and brought 
her out. She mounted nine guns of heavy caliber. 

In the early part of this chapter we have given 
a sketch of the military movements of the French 
and Austrians .in Italy, under the command of 
Massena and the Archduke Charles—the evacu-
ation of Italy by the 'latter—his retreat into Car- 
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tiola—and the -landing* .of twenty-four thousand 
men of the Anglo-Russian army in the Bay of 
Naples. 	 . 

The treaty of neutrality, concluded between 
France and Naples, in September, 1805, had been. 
interrupted. 	The 	ships.  of Great Britain . and 
Russia appeared in the Bay of Naples on the 20th 
of November, and landed a body of fourteen thou- 
sand troops, under General Lasey. 	The French 
ambassador immediately demanded his passports, 
and quitted the place. 

The British' forces consisted of ten thousand 
men, under the command of Sir James Craig : 
they landed at Castel a Marti, and were cantoned 
in the neighbourhood of that place and Torre del 
Greco. 	Bonaparte, in consequence of these mea-
sures, declared that the Neapolitan dynasty had 
"ceased to exist. 	The Emperor of Russia soon 
after sent an order to withdraw his army from that 
country. 

The British troops, unable to remain without 
their auxiliaries, quitted. the Continent, and Sir 
James Craig retired with his army to Sicily. The 
King of Naples was again driven' from his throne, 
in consequence of which the . country was in the 
hands of the French, and Sicily alone remained to 
give him shelter. 	The Calabrian army was dis- 
persed. 	A British squadron, as ,usual, attended, 
to afford succour and protection during all these 
disasters. 	Captain Sotheron, of the Excellent, of 
seventy-four guns,' had the direction of this force, 
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which he conducted until relieved by Captain Sir 
S. Smith, in the Pompee, of eighty guns. The un-
happy and disheartened Neapolitans considered 
all resistance to their invaders entirely hopeless ; 
and that the progress of the French army was irre- 
sistible. 	Gaeta, however, still held out. 	The for- 
tress was commanded by His Serene Highness the 
Prince of Hesse Philipsthal. Sir Sidneyrelieved the 
wants of the garrison; while the enemy redoubled 
their fire on the breach as the supplies went in.; 
but the courage of the governor and the troopso  
rose with the assistance which they received. 
Four of the lower-deck guns of the Excellent were 
sent on shore, and being placed in battery returned 
the fire of the besieging army. 	The Intrepid, of 
sixty-four - guns, brought a second convoy, with 
farther supplies, and the French were in their 
turn compelled to act on the defensive. 	Captain 
Richardson, of the Juno,' of thirty-two guns; was 
ordered to remain in co-operation with the Prince 

' of Hesse, having also under his orders a Neapolitan 
frigate, and eight gun-boats, 	Sir Sidney having 
thus provided for the safety 'of Gaeta, took with 
him the Pons*, of eighty ; Excellent, seventy-
four; Athenienne and Intrepid, of sixty-four guns 
each ; and proceeded to Naples; where he found 
the city illuthinated in honour of Joseph Bonaparte, 

v who had been proclaimed king of the two Sicilies. 
The Eagle, of seventy-four guns; having joined the 
British force, Sir Sidney had with him five sail of , 
the line, with which, he observed, that "he might' 

VOL. IV. 
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have easily interrUpted their festivities ;" but as it 
would only have reduced 'the -city to ruins; and 
destroyed the innocent inhabitants, he very wisely 
and humanely, according to his invariable prac-
tice, spared the destruction of human lives, when 
the sacrifice could not further. he common cause.. 

- lie, however, summoned the island of Capri, which 
not complying with his demands, he directed 
Captain Charles Rowley, in the Eagle, to cover 
the landing of the marines and seamen. 	After an 
hour's cannonading from the Eagle, which was 
placed within musket-shot of the works, 	the 
enemy's fire began to abate, and Lieutenant W. F. 
Carrol, and Captain Stannus, of the royal marines, 
landed, ,and mounting a steep staircase in face 
of the enemy, gained the heights, where the 
governor fell dead under the. sabre of Captain- 
Stannus. 	The garrison immediately capitulated ; 
and the troops being allowed to march out with 
the honours of.war, passed over to Naples. 

In the Mean time, .Captain Richardson, in cOn-
j unction with the Prince of Hesse, made two sorties 
from Gaeta with Very considerable success, and 
the Neapolitan navy distinguished itself. 

In July,,,1806, Major-general Sir John- Stewart; 
who commanded the British army in Sicily, for 
the protection of that island and theneighbouring 
kingdom of Naples, crossed over into Calabria, 
with a body of near five thousand troops, including 

4 artillery. 	Landing in a bay in the gulf of St. 
Euphemia,:he attacked General Regnier; who was 
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encamped near the village of Maida with' nine thou-
sand men. He completely overthrew him, taking, 
killing, and wounding, near five thousand of his 
troops, with the very small . loss on our side of 
forty-five killed, and two hundred and eighty-two 
wounded. 	Such was tile .famous battle of Maida, , 
in which the navy had no other share than that of 
landing the supplies, being ready to cover the 
retreat in case of need, and receiving on hoard the 
wounded men and prisoners. 	Sir Sidney Smith 
had arrived at the anchorage the night before the 
action,4which ',took place too far inland to admit ., 
Of his being pregent. 	Captain -Edward Fellowes, 
of the Apollo, had with his ship been attached to 
the army by command of the Rear-admiral, and 
was very honourably mentioned in the dispatches. 
This brilliant victory was of important consequence 
to the cause of the allies : Cotrone' immediately 
surrendered to the naval and military force of Great 
Britain; and the French army evacuated Upper 
and Lower Calabria, leaving those countries 'once 
more to the government of their lawful sovereign. 
Captain William Hoste, •of His Majesty's ship 
Amphion, and Lieutenant-Colonel M‘Leod, of the 
78th regiment, were the officers who conducted 
the 	attack, and 	received 	the 	capitulation 	of 
Cotrone : but neither the reduction of this' place,  
nor the victory gained at Maida, could save the 
Calabriang from the power' of the French arms. 
Sir John Stewart returned after his victory to the 
island . of Sicily, leaving a garrison in 'the fort of 

E2 
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Sylla, and having possession of Messina, at the 
north-east point of the island : he also occupied 
the pass of the Faro. 

Sir Sidney Smith made good use of the com-
mand of the sea, by transporting supplies and 
bodies of the insurgents; from one part of the coast 
tp another, and cutting off the intercourse of the 
enemy, whose -artillery could be moved only by 
water, the roads being impassable for heavy car- 
riage. 	His utmost exertions, however, did not 
save the fortreSs of Gaeta: from falling into the 
hands of the French. 	The gallant Prince df Hesse 
Philipsthal having been wounded, was compelled 
to retire ; and his successor, Colonel Hotz, though 
a brave soldier, seeing himself without a hope of 
saving the place, surrendered ,:, thus the south of 
Italy again became a prey to foreign invasion, civil 
discord, rapine, and murder. 	The royal family 

- retired to Sicily, and their existence seemed to 
depend on the presence of their British allies. 	. 

Our readers will recollect, at the surrender of 
Malta, the capture o'f a sixty-four gun ship, called 
the Athenienne : she was taken into the Britigh 
service, and having had a thorough repair in Eng-
land, returned to the Mediterranean station in 
1806, commanded by Captain Rainsford. 	On the 
night of the 20th of October, she was running at 
the rate of nine miles an hour, between Sardinia 
and the coast of Africa, being bound to Malta 'with 
specie, and some troops. 	At half-past nine, .in 
the evening, she struck on a reef of rocks called, 
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the .Esquerques, or Skerki, and in less than five 
minutes, 	filled up to. 	the 	orlop-deck ; 	in five 
minutes more her masts fell over the side. 	Two 
cutters and the pinnace, lying on the booms, were 
stove by this accident; the barge, which they had 
hoisted out and were towing astern, was swamped 
by too many people crowding into her; two jolly-
boats and a gig were got out, and the launch was . 
-striking heavily on the ship's booms, while the 
people were sinking and drowning In all directions. 
The ship which on first striking heeled over on 
her' starboard side, suddenly righted, and fell over 
to port. 	The sea then rose to the middle of the 
quarter-deck, and broke violently 	against 	the 
wreck. 	Nothing was now to be heard but the 
.shrieks of the drowning, and wailings of despair. 
The man who would courageously meet death at 
the mouth of the cannon, or the point of the bay-
onet, is frequently unnerved in a scene like this, 
where there is no other enemy ' to contend with 
but the inexorable waves, and no hope of safety 
or relief, but what may be afforded by a floating 
plank , or mast. 	The tremendous shocks, as the 
ship rose with the sea and fell again on the rocks," 
deprived the people of the power of exertion ; 
while at every crash, the shattered hull, loosened 
and disjointed, was scattered in dreadful havoc 
among the breakerg. 	Imaginafion can scarcely 
picture to itself any thing more appalling, than the 
frantic screams of the women and children, the 
darkness of the night, the irresistible fury- of the 
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waves, which at every moment snatched away a 
victim; while the tolling of, the bell odcasioned by 
the violent motion of the wreck; added a funereal 
solemnity to the horror of the scene.  

The moon gave but little light, and that at in,- 
tervals.. 	Darkness was scarcely relieved but by 
the flashes.of the-signal-guns, the livid glare of the 
blue lights; or the streams of fire from the rockets 
as they darted into the air ; signals of distress, 
alas; unavailing ! as no human aid was near. The 
only;boat on board Was the .launch,-which.  could 
not contain;above.a fourth part of their number. 
This boat about eleven o'clock was crowded with 
people, and a heavy sea lifted her off the booms, 
clear of the ship. 	•Three loud cheers succeeded 
this slender relief, and the gallant men in the boat 
came under the stern, to save, if possible;  more of 
their shipmates, who in that hope threw themselves 
into the sea from the poop, which was crowded 
with people. 	Nine of them were picked up, but 
the. officers in the boat,, perceiving the impossibi-
lity of her containing any more, pulled 'away to a 
safer distance, long listening to the cries of their 
drowning companions, and of the sad . group 
huddled together on the poop and taffrail; the only 
place of refuge left to them, and that rapidly giving 
way to the overpowering element. At twelve o'clock 
as the moon sunk below the horizon, they took the . 	i 
last glimpse of, the Athenienne, with three hundred 
and fifty officers and men clinging to the wreck, 
and prolonging a hopeless and painful existence. 
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Nor was ,the situation of those in the boat yet 
free from peril : the launch had neither sail, bread; 
nor water, on board. 	There was. a compass, and 
for a sail the officers displayed their shirts, and 
the seamen their frocks. 	On the following morn- 
ing they fell in with a 'Danish brig, which re-
lieved in some degree their urgent necessities. 
Lieutenant John Little, a passenger in the Athe-
nienne, with a party of seamen, went on board of 
her to return to the wreck, and 'to endeavour, if 
possible, to save some more of their unfortunate 
shipmates : this generous attempt was frustrated 
,by violent and adverse winds. 	On the 21st, in 
the evening, the launch arrived .at Maretimo, ancl 
the.next day at Trepani. in Sicily. 	On the 24th 
she reached Palermo, where the news of the event 
had been conveyed to Sir Sidney.  Smith, by means 
of a letter which had been written from Maretimo. 
The Eagle,:  of seventy-four guns, was instantly 
ordered to , the .Esquerques, but returned with 
the certain intelligence, that all, except two .men 
left on the wreck, had perished. 	These poor 
fellows, who had been picked up from a raft by 
some, fishermen, related, that the poop separated 
about eleven o'clock, on the morning after the 
launch left them ;. that themselves and ten others 
embarked on it, hut that they had all been wash- 
ed off, or died, except the'two. 	There were two 
.other rafts, on one of which there were three 
variant officers, and on the other Captain Rains-
ford, Lieutenants Swinburne and Salter, and, a 
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great many people;, but those upon it being half-
leg deep in water, and unable to disengage it from 
the rigging, with which it was attached to the 
ship, every one perished. 

The number on board before the accident was • .475 
•• 

Saved in the launch, jolly boats, and gig 	W 
Picked up off the raft  	2 

• 
Lost 	3d1 

The existence of the ESquerques had long been 
doubted by some, and as positively asserted by 
other, experienced officers in the Mediterrangan. 
They must, however, have been accurately laid 
down, as Captain Rainsford observed one moment 
before the ship struck, "If the Esquerques do exist, 
we should now be upon them." 

The true bearing, by the most accurate survey, 
now in the Admiralty, is N. by W. i W. from 
Cape Bonn, distant forty-five miles; from Cape 
Spartevento, -in Sicily, S.E. / E. distant one hun-
dred and eleven miles ; and from the island of 
Maretimo, W. by S. i S. sixty miles. 	• 

When the squadron, which was defeated by 
Sir John Duckworth, in 1806, first put to.  sea from 
Brest, in December of the preceding year, it was 
accompanied by another, under the command of 
Admiral Willaumez, whose destination was long 
'unknown. 	The united number of ships amounted 
to fifteen sail of the line, six frigates, and four cor- 
vettes 	Soon after their sailing the ships sepa- 
rated : the division under the orders of Rear- 
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admiral Lesiegue, went to the West Indies, where. 
we 	have recounted ' its 	motions ; 	that 	under 
Admiral Willaumez, was probably intended to 
reinforce the Cape of Good Hope. 	His arrival in 
its . neighbourhood was proved by the capture 
of the Volontaire, and the testimony of the mer-
chant vessels which had. seen him : touching at 
the island of Ferdinand de Noronha, Willaumez 
learnt that the Cape had fallen into our hands ; 
he therefore changed his route, and steered for 
St. Salvador, in South America, whence, after 
having taken in a supply of water and provisions, 
he steered for Martinique, with six sail of the line 
and one frigate, which outnumbered our squadron 
on that station. 	Sir Alexander Cochrane, having 
with him only four sail of the line, kept sight 
of his rival, and on the sailing of Willaumez from 
Martinique, f011owed him to the northward, with-
out any intention of bringing hini to action, unless 
he should meditate an attack on our islands. 	In 
passing St. Thomas's, another French ship of the 
line joined their squadron, with three frigates. 

'Having traced them as far as Porto Rico, the 
Admiral left two frigates to watch their motions, and 
returned to Tortola. 	Sir. J. Warren arrived at Bar- 
badoes on the 12th of July, with a squ adronof six sail 
of the line : he had been dispatched with all possible 
diligence, from England, the moment the accounts 
arrived, that Willaumez had moved to the north- 
ward of St. Salvador. 	Another squadron 'of five 
ships of the line, under the command of Rear-
admiral Sir Richard Strachan, was sent in quest 
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of the same enemy ; and a third undef Sir Thomas 
Louis. Thus pursued abroad, and the ports block-
aded at home, the French Admiral considered 
his safety, would be best secured by separation. 
He detached in the Veteran, of seventy-four guns, 
Jerome Bonaparte, the younger brother of the:em-
peror, who, falling in with the Quebec convoy, 
under the protection of the Champion, of twenty-
four guns,. captured six sail of them, which he 
burnt. 	Approaching the coast of France, in the 
latitude of Belleisle, he was chased by the Gib-
raltar, of eighty-four guns, and was so fortunate 
as to find his way into the little port of Concarneau, 
in Britanny, close to the Glenan Islands, into 
which no ship of the line had ever been before. 
The Veteran ran on the beach, and there re- 
mained for some time. 	Jerome, happy in thus 
escaping from his pursuers, resolved to trust his 
fortune no more' on the ocean ; and.  his brother, 
the emperor, established him in the splendid 
palace of the Landgrave of Hesse, in the beautiful, 
city of Hesse Cassel. It is related of Jerome, that, 
having taken a British transport, he conversed on 
terms of familiarity with the captain; told him what 
great things his brother, the emperor, intended 
to do for him ; that he should soon be a king ; 
but, • he added, laying his finger on the map of ." 
England, ‘ 5' This is the country I mean to be king 
of, and, rely on it; I shall I" 

Willaurnez, after parting with the Veteran, en-
countered a hurricane in the gulf of Florida : , his 
ship the Foudroyant was dismasted, and reached 
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the Havannah with much difficulty, after a severe 
action with the Anson, of forty-four guns, com-
manded by the gallant and unfortunate Captain 
Lydiard, who. drove him for. protectiOniunder the 
guns .of the Moro Castle. 	The Impetueux, of 
seventy-four guns, dismasted and disabled, bore 
away for the. Chesapeake. 	On the 14th of Sept. 
she fell in,, off the Capes of Virginia, with the 
Belleisle, of seventy-four guns; commanded bk.,  
Captain William Hargood; the B'ellona, seventy,  
four ; and Melampus, frigate. 	These .ships had 
been separated from the squadron under the com-
mand of Sir Richard Strachan, and were looking 
for him when the Impetueux appeared. 	§he no 
sooner saw our squadron than her captain ran for 
the land, and laid his ship on shore within a mile 
of the beach. 	Captain Hargood anchored near• 
her, took out the prisoners, and directed Captain 
Poyntz, of the Melampus, to burn her. From the 
French captain they learnt that the squadron' of 
Willaumez, afterthe Veteran had parted company, 
consisted of the Foudroyant, weighty; Patriote, 
seventy-four; Eole, seventy-four; Cassard, seventy-
four; Impetueux, seventy-four; and Valeureuse, 
frigate: We shall conclude the adventures of these 
ships- in another chapter. 

'The gale, which had disabled the French squa-
dron, did considerable damage to that of Sir 
Richard Strachan, who was compelled- to run to 
Halifax for new masts and yards. 

The union of interests between Napoleon and 
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America grew more intimate as the former ad-
vanced to arbitrary power ; atld consequently the 
presence of a British naval force became more ne-
cessary oil, that coast. • The nature of the contest 
in which we were engaged with our implacable, 
enemy, rendered it next to impossible not to give 
offence to America; the most active and successful 
of all, the agents and carriers of the French colo- 

'ties. Their vessels and cargoes were not the only 
objects of our search. 	The British seamen by 
which they were conducted were forcibly taken 
away; and, in some instances, real Americans may 
have been included in the impress. 	This was' un- 
avoidable on our part; and, we maintain, not a fair 
cause of hostility on the part of America. 	The 
orders in council, to which we have .so often re-
ferred, tended very little to allay the ferment. When 
the colonial produce of the enemy is permitted to 
be imported into the mother country only-  by 
• pa-ying a duty to the government of the • neutral 
state, to whom the carrier flag belongs, we can- 

- not suppose the airangement would be very per-
manent. The government which framed this order 
was not long insensible 	of its utter inutility : 
the Americans, and all neutral nations, took the 
advantage of it; and we discovered that we had 
given up our maritime rights, and permitted the 
trade of the enemy to enter any of their ports not 
blockaded; 	The order of 1801 was then revoked; 
America became discontented, and passed her 
non-importation laws. 	The stoppage of their 
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trade by our ships of war became in consequence 
still more frequent,*until a national animosity was 
engendered against us, which finally produced a 
bloody and a useless war—useless, siince it left 

ithe questions precisely where it found them. 	The 
realcause of our hostility with America was a de-
sire to enrich herself at our expense, by her vessels 
becoming the carriers of the colonial produce of our 

- enemies; by supplying them with warlike stores, 
and by the scandalous forgeries of certificates of 
naturalization, which , it is well known could be 
purchased 'at any time in America by our seamen, 
or on board of her merchant ships for a dVar, if 
not given gratis. 	The right of search we never can 
concede, nor the right of taking our seamen wher- 
ever we find them. 	 , 

The first and most' unfortunate circumstance 
which 'attended this state of things occurred off 
New' York, where the Cambrian, of forty guns, 
and Leander, of fifty, were ordered to cruise- in 
search of the enemy's ships, and also to examine 
the cargoes of such merchant-vessels of any nation 
as might be passing to or from the ports of the 
United States: 

The Lep,ndei- was commanded by Capt. Henry 
Whitby, a young officer of talent and strict honour. 
lie had been ordered by Captain Beresford, of 
the Cambrian, to gain intelligence of what was 
passing in the Tort of New York. 	In the per:. 
formance of this duty, Captain Whitby made a 
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point of not infringing the neutrality, by firing at 
any vessel or using any force within the buoys 
laid down- on the coast to mark the dominion of 
the Ainerican government. 	On the 25th of April, 
1806, Captain Whitby had gone .at half-past two 
P. 13/1 . 	to dine on board the Cambrian ; while 
there several coasters were fired at by that ship 
and the Leander, to bring them•to for the purpose 
of examination. , This was not done within the 
limits, but at a distance of from five to seven miles 
from the shore. - 	In performing this service a shot 
was fired from the Leander, when Captain Whitby 
was not on board of her, which, passing over the 
deck of a schooner, killed, or was declared to have 
killed, a man named John Pearce : whether the 
assertion was true or not, and without taking 
much pains to come at the real fact, a proclamation 
was issued by Mr. Jefferson, forbidding -the en-
trance of -the .Leander into -the American ,ports. 
Captain Whitby was rashly' and intemperately 
accused of having " wilfully and of malice afore,  
thought," murdered a man whom he never saw nor 
heard of, and whose death, if it really happened at 
that time, was never satisfactorily proved. 	Mr. 
Jefferson went with the-stream, and complied with 
the popular fury. 	Public dispatches, containing 
false , depositions and grogs misrepresentations; 
were transmitted to the British admiral at H alifax 
On these documents, without a witness to sub-
stantiate the charge, Captain Whitby wiS soon 
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after ordered to England, placed under an arrest, 
and informed that he was to be tried by a court- 
martial for 	" wilful murder." 	By 	numerous 
vexatious delays on ,the part of his accusers, the 
trial was put off; but he was *at length brought to a 
court-martial, in the month of April following, and 
after a patient investigation, fully acquitted. 	On 
these simple facts, it must be evident that the 

;whole was a scandalous conspiracy, concerted to 
favour the views of a popular candidate for the 
office of President. 	One conclusion of two the 
impartial reader must come to : either that John 
Pearce was not killed, or that the vessel was 
loaded with enemy's property, and the master, 
unwilling to submit to inspectipn, made his way 
into New York. , No British officer ever saw the 
body of John .Pearce; nor did -any formal process 
ever verify the fac . The elegant defence of Captain 
Whitby, while it carries conviction of his inno-
cence, gives so just a picture of the public feeling 
in the United States against this country, that we 
regret we cannot insert the whole of it,* though 
we earnestly recommend it to the perusal of every 
young naval officer and true friend to his country. 

The recovery of some portion of the West 
India Colonies, or the destruction of our own,' 
was the constant object of Bonaparte to the last 
moment. bf his political existence. 	Such-was the 

It is to be found in the Naval Chronicle of 1807, and 
Ralfe's Naval Chronology, vol. ii. 
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opinion of the Earl of St. Vincent, who addressed 
the following letter to one of his Majesty's ministers : 

Raim house, Nov. 30th, 1806. 
SIR, 	 • 

It is evident that Bonaparte 	has in his mind's eye the 
recovery of St. Domingo from the Blacks, and that he will feed 
the garrison from time to time with European troops. 	From 
the numbers of Germans and Poles found in the frigates captured 
by Sir Samuel Hood, it is probable they were bound thither; 
for it has been his constant maxim to employ foreigners in the 
French colonies. I therefore think that the commanders of our 
squadrons in the West Indies should be instructed to keep a 
watchful eye on the north side of Porto Rico and the Mona 
passage. 	Sir Alexander Cochrane no doubt keeps a cruiser off 
Deseada, which is the land they always make if they do not 
touch at Martinique: there have been instances of their going 
to Cayenne for refreshments and intelligence, after‘ a long and 
circuitous passage. 

it has been invariably remarked, that after every 
signal defeat of the enemy's fleets they have always 
redoubled their efforts, and. turned their naval 
resources to small expeditions, composed of light 
squadrons of frigates, with troops, and a small 
body of artillery. 

Captain G. C. Mackenzie, of the Wolfe, sloop 
of war, on the Jamaica station, captured two large 
privateers after a smart action : 	Captain C. B. 
IL Ross, in the Pique, of thirty-eight guns, cap-
tured the Phaeton and the Voltigeur, two brigs of 
war, of sixteen guns and one hundred and twenty 
men each; and the boats of the same ship, under 
the command of Lieutenant Ward, boarded and 
carried a Spanish armed schooner of one nine- 
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pounder and thirty men. 	The action which the.  
two brigs sustained with. the frigate 'was , highly 
creditable to them: they.  did not surrender till cut 
to pieces, with one half of their crew killed or 
wounded. 	The Pique lOst her master, had eight 
men killed, and fourteen • wounded. 	Lieut. Ward. 
was promoted to the rank of commander into one 
of the brigs. 	. 
; Captain Charles 	Brisbane, 	of the Arethusa, 
of thirty-eight guns, having the Enson, .of forty:- 
four guns under his orders, attacked a Spanish 
frigate, 	lying near the • Moro Castle, off 	the 
Hava.nna : 	although defended by a fort, 	and 
assisted liy twelve gun-boats, each carrying a.  
twenty-four pounder and one hundred men, Capt. 
Brisbane and. his brave associates succeeded in. 
taking the frigate, destroying the gun-boats, and 
silencing the fort. 	" The line of defence," says 
Captain Brisbane, in his letter to Vice-adthiral 
Dacres; " certainly appeared formidable, added to 
a lee shore i but well knowing the able and gallant 
support I. should meet with from Capt. Lydiard, 
I decided instantly to attack the enemy in their 
strong position, and bore up for the purpose, 
having previously passed a boWer cable through 
the stern port." 	At ten o'clock he anchored the 
Arethusa close alongside the Pomona, in one foot 
water more than his ship drew : the Anson on the 
larboard bow of the. Arethusa. 	The action lasted 
thirty-five minutes, when the frigate struck her 
colours; three of the gun-boats blew up ; six of 

VOL. IV. 
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them were sunk ; and three went on shore in the 
breakers. 	The enemy now began to fire red hot 
shot, which set the Arethusa on fire; but the flames 
were soon extinguished, and a tremendous explo-
sion at the castle, whence the annoyance pro-
ceeded, announced some melancholy catastrophe: 
its firing ceased; and the-Pomona (so the.Spanish 
frigate was called), was brought out and conducted 
to Port Royal. The Arethusa had two men killed, 
and thirty-tw6" wounded ; the Anson none killed 
or wounded. 	The Spanish frigate had twenty 
men killed and thirty-two wounded : she had on 
board a considerable quantity of plate and mer- . 
chandise. 	 ,. 

  
The Captains J. R. Dacres, George le Geyt; and 

Samuel Chambers, commanding the Baccliante, 
Stork, and Port Mahon, were very successful in - 
destroying and capturing the trade and privateeis 
of the enemy, in the ports of St. Domingo and the 
adjacent seas. 

The Wolf sloop of war, under the command of 
Captain G. C. Mackenzie, went into Port Azarades, 
and attacked two French privateers, both of which, 
after an action of one hour and fifty minutes, she 
took : one was called Le Napoleon, mounting one 
long eighteen pounder, four brass six pounders, 
and had eighty men ; the other,,  Le Regulateur, 
mounted a long nine pounder, two twelve pound 
carronades, two fours, and sixty-six men. 	The 
great merit of this action consisted in the difficulty 
of getting the sloop of war near enough to engage, 

   
  



1806.] 	 WEST INDIES. 	67 
from the intricacy of _the shoals with which the 
enemy's schooneis were surrounded. 	The Wolf 
had two men killed and four wounded. 

Captain Charles Dashwood, in the Franshire, of 
thirty-six guns, having heard of a Spanish vessel 
of war lying off the town of Campeachy, carried 
hii ship as near to the coast as her draught of 
water would admit, and anchored in a quarter-less 
four fathoms, five leagues from the shore.. He then 
dispatched his boats under the command oILieu-
tenants John Fleming and P. J. Douglas, and 
H. Mends, of the Royal Marines, with a party of 
volunteers, who, after rowing a whole night, found 
themselves at four in the morning, in the midst of 
a Spanish force, consisting of two. brigs of war, of 
twenty guns *and one hundred and eighty men 
each ; one of twelve guns and ninety men ; an 
armed schobner of eight pins, and seven gun-boats, 
With two guns each. 	On perceiving our three 
boats,. the whole of this little squadron slipped 
their cables, and went in pursuit ; but Lieutenant 
Fleming, with heroic presence' of mind, laid hi4 
boat 'alongside of one of the brigs, which was pre-
pared for his reception, by having her boarding 
nettings triced up, and her sweeps run out to 
prevent his approach. 	Lieutenant Douglas S in- 
stantly followed, and both were in a very few 
minutes in possession of their prize, the enemy 
pursuing and firing at them with great impetuosity. 
The British sailors, by superior seamanship, foiled 
them in every attempt, and brought the vessel .out 

r 2 
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in triumph. She proved to be the Raposa, pierced 
for sixteen gufig, but mounting Only twelve, with 
a complement of seventy-five men: 	Only seven 
Englishmen were slightly wounded in this daring 
enterprise. 	One officer and four men were killed 

. on board the enemy; many of her men jumped 
overboard and were drowned; and the comniander 
and twenty-five men were wounded. 

In • the month of August, Captain James R. 
Dacres, of the Bacchante, of twenty guns, recon-
noitring the harbour of Santa Martha, saw 'a brig 
and two feluccas lying there, which he determined 
to take; sending his boats iii for that purpose 
under the command of Lieutenant Norton. 	This 
gallant young Officer, in defiance of the heavy fire 

• of the fort; the beach lined with:musketry, and the 
vessels, boarded and took theth all, driving their 
crews for shelter to the shore. Two of the vessels 
had their sails unbent, which detained the boats 
four hours longer under the fire of the batteries ; 
but they returned to the *ship with their prizes; 
and *had not a man hurt. 

Among the brilliant displays of valour and sea-
manship in the West Indies, that of. Lieutenant 
Michael Fitten deserves to be noticed. • . 

This officer, acting only in the .command of the 
Pitt, a schoober mounting ten eighteen pound 
carronades, , and two long ' six pounders, with a 
crew of fifty-four men and boys,• fell in with the 
Superbe, a French *privateer, or, More properly 
speaking, a pirate, commanded by a man flamed 
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DirOn ; a noted.character in these seas, famed for 
his depredations on the trade of every_ country, no 
matter whether, friends or foes : his vessel mounted 
fourteen guns, and had ,ninety men. 	• Mr..Fitten, 
aware of the force and character of his enemy, was 
perfectly prepared for the worst, and made all, sail' 
in. chase, . out of Cape Nicholas Mole. 	The. pri- 
vateer, with two prizes, was- steering for the har, 
bouy of laracoa, in Cuba. Coming up with him off 
theharbour's mouth, a sharp action ensued, which 
lasted' near three quarters .of an hour, when the 
Pitt being much, disabled, the Superbe for a time 
escaped from her. 	There were four or five pri- 
vateers of the, same. flag lying in the harbour; but 
these people never assist ,each other, unless im-, 
pelled 	by the prospect of gain. 	Mr. Fitten 
repaired. his damages, and renewed his pursuit, 
which, after nearly" three days and nights, ter- 
minated by his driving on. shore 	and. totally 
destroying the vessel, bringing away the colours 
and some other articles, as -trophies of his victory: 
the captain. and greater part of the crew escaped 
to the shore; but on her decks-were found several 
dead, and many Mortally wounded. 	This vessel 
had done great injury to our commerce ; and Mr. 
Fitten was highly commended by Admiral Dacres 
for his brave and zealous conduct. 	 , 

In the month of August, Rear-admiral Dacres 
having learnt that the enemy had collected a 
number of small vessels at Batibano, detached the. 
Captains le Geyt and Rushworth in the Stork 
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'and Superieure sloops of war, with the Flying Fish 
and' Pike schooners, to bring them out. The whole 
enterprise was crowned with complete success. 
Captain' Le Geyt' finding, on reaching the isle of 
Pines, that the Stork could not, from her draught 
of water, approach nearer than thirty leagues of 
the port, detached Captain Rushworth in the Su-
perieure, with the two schotiners, and a party of 
seamen and marines from the Stork, to carry, the 
AdMiral's eiders into execution. 	Ori the 25th of 
August, Capt, Rushworth and his little squadron 
parted from the Stork; and on the 3d of Septem-
ber, finding from calms and baffling winds that they 
Could not bring the vessels nearer to Batibano, ,he 
landed with a paity of sixty-three men, ten of 
Which he left to guard the boats, and boldly ad- 
vanced yvith the others to attack a battery two 
miles distant : marshy ground obstructed their 
progress ; and a party of the enemy's soldiers 
concealed themselves in the thick bushes, which 
lay in their road ';, but these were quickly dis-
lodged and put-to flight, leaving two of their party 
dead and one wounded. 	The situation of out 
people now became desperate : the whole country 
was alarmed ; the regulars and the militia were 
under arms, assisted by the crews of the vessels 
in the bay : to retreat was impossible; safety 
only was to'be expected from the most desperate 
measures. 	Captain . Rushwortli, at the head of 
his men, started forward, and in the midst of a 
volley of great guns and small arms,' mounted 
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the enemy's walls, and carried the fort in three 
minutes : here they found six eighteen pounders, 
on traversing carriages, which they spiked, and 
then proceeded to take possession of the vessels, 
which consisted of one felucca, pierced for four-
teen guns ; a schooner, pierced for twelve ; and a 
French privateer, of four guns ; with three other 
Spanish vessels, of one gun each, and six vessels 
with cargoes. 	The loss on our part, was one man 
severely wounded, that-  of the enemy very con- 
siderable. 	 . 

Captain Chambers, ' in the Port Mahon, a brig of 
sixteen guns, having chased a Spanish letter of 
marque into the harbour of Banes, sent in his boats 
under the command of Lieutenant John Marshall, 
who boarded and brought her out, though lying 
under the protection of a battery. 	She was called 
the San Josef, was richly laden, mounted one long 
eighteen pounder, a midships four twelve pound 
carronades, and two tour pounders, with thirty 
men, who were all on deck, and well armed, pre- 
pared to defen'd their vessel to . the last. 	It is 
remarkable that though the oars were broken, and 
several shot struck the boats, not an Englishman 
was hurt in this daring enterprise. 

In the third volume of this work, we briefly 
noticed the second capture of the Cape of Good 
Hope, by the British land and sea-  forces, under 
the command of Captain Sir Home Popham, and 
Major-general Sir David Baird. 	Captain Popham 
remained senior officer at the Cape of Good Hope. 
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. While lying in Table Bay with his squadron, • 
a French frigate was seen coming in, the captain 
of which was quite ignorant that the place had 
changed masters ; - the forts still: retained 	the 
Dutch colours, which were also displayed. by 
his majesty's ships. 	The frigate at 12 o'clock' 
passed within hail of the Diadem, when Sir Home, 
having tIm. Raisonable, of sixty-four guns,. and 
Narcissus, outside of him, and under sail, hoisted 
the British colours, and commanded the French-
man to strike, • which he immediately did, and 
was taken possession of. 	She was called La Vo- 
lontaire, one of their largest class frigates, mount-
ing forty-six guns, with a complement, of three.  

+hundred and sixty lnen ; in her were also re-cap-
tured a detachment of the fifty-fourth regiment, 
consisting of two hundred and seventeen men,. 

i which she had taken in transports in the Bay of 
Biscay. 	.. 

On the 26th, Captain John Stiles of the Ada-
imant, of fifty guns, arrived in False Bay, at the 
Cape, with the Spanish ship of war, Nuestro.  
Senora de Los dolores, mounting thirty guns, and 
carrying three hundred and fifteen men. 	This  
ship had been fitted out in the Rio de La Plata; 
and manned with a desperate gang, collected from . 
all nations. 
• The  officers of the Terpsichore of thirty-two 
guns, Captain Walter Bathurst, performed a• piece 
of service, which may justly tank in the highest 
class of naval enterprise. 
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A French corvette, called La Turliviette, pierced 
for eighteen guns, two only mounted, and having 

.'on board a half cargo of coffee, -was moored under 
the forts, and secured by halsers to the shore, in 
the port of St. Denis, in the Isle of Bourboh. She 
was guarded by an armed ship, and several small 
craft ; 	field-pieces were brought doWn to the.  
Water side, where troops, riflemen, and her own 
drew, awaited the expected attack. 

Lieutenant Augustus L. 	R.. Collins, of - the 
Terpsichore, Lieutenants Laurence and Sweet, of 
the royal marines, Robson, Orlebar, Aplin, and 
Wormold, midshipmen, with a party of seamen 
and marines, ventured in a elear.moonlight night 
to attack. this vessel. 	They. Were received with 
Volleys of shot and shells, but got on board. Mr. 
Collins cut her'moorings, and loosed the few sails 
she had bent. 	It was nearly calm. 	Mr. Lau- 
rence with all the boats took her in tow : his own 
boat was instantly sunk, himself wounded, and 
one man killed ; he got into the next, which had 
the same fate, and three men killed ; he then with 
his people jumped into the launch, 'the only .boat 
remaining, and finally succeeded in towing the 
prize clear out to sea. 	This capture was con- 
sidered by Sir Edward Pellew, •as deserving his 
approbation in public orders. 

Captain James Jameson of - the Honourable 
Company's ship, the Fame, carrying sixteen guns, 
and one hundred men, fought La Piedmontaise, a 
French frigate of forty-four guns, and four hun- 
dred men, 	for forty minutes, killing six, and 
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wounding many more of her people. *The Fame 
had one min killed, and five wounded ; but the 
ship being completely disabled, and without any 
prospect of escape, Captain Jameson surrendered: 
His conduct was highly approved by the Court 
of Directors, and he was -soon after intrusted with 
a much better command. 

In the eastern seas, the success of, the cruisers 
was far more conspicuous. 	Captain *Charles El- 
phinstone, in the Greyhound, of thirty-two guns, 
and Captain T. Trowbridge, in the Harrier, of 
eighteen guns, after having destroyed two Dutch 
armed brigs, discovered four sail of large vessels, 
on the 25th July, in. the. straits of Salayer. Wait-
ing till daylight to . ascertain the force of the 
strangers ; they ran down and discovered one of 
them to be a frigate, another a sloop of war, and 
the two others armed ships of eight hundred and 
five hundred tons burthen. 	The enemy formed a 
line to receive the Greyhound and Harrier, who 
were very soon in the midst of them, in close 
action. 	The Dutch fought for some time with 
tolerable brdvery ; but when Trowbridge saw his 
friend Elphinstone engaged with the frigate, he 
ran under her stern; and a-head of her second, 
engaging on .  both sides, and raking them with
execution ; by such valour and skill united, these 
two British vessels soon overpowered their ene- 
rnim 	The frigate, and the two large ships 
were taken ; the brig escaped. 	The whole of 
them had on board very valuable cargoes, the pro- 
duce of the Molucca Islands. 	The frigate was 
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called the Pallas, mounted thirty guns. 	The Vic= 
.toria and the Batavia were the. names of the 
others. 	This gallant action terminated with the 
loss on,  our • side of one man killed, and eleven 
wounded. 	The enemy had twelve killed, and 
thirty-nine wounded : 	Captain Aalbers of the 
Pallas died of his wounds soon after his  capture. 

On the 18th of October; Captain Rainier took a 
brig from Bantam; and learnt that a Dutch frigate 

. of thirty-six guns, called the Phoenix, was refitting 
at Omrust ; determined to bring her out, he made 
sail for that port. 	On his 'Way thither he fell in 
with two Dutch brigs of war at anchor ; one of 
these he captured, the other escaped : the vessel 
taken was called the Zeerop,1 of fourteen guns. 
While employed in securing her, the Phoenix w,as 
observed to slip from the road Of Omrust, and run 
for Batavia.. 	The Dutch prisoners informed Cap- 
tain Rainier, that the Maria, another Dutch frigate, 
was lying in Batavia roads, manned from the 
shore, and aware of their approach. 	The Caro- 
line held on her course, till she discovered the 
Maria, and with her the William, a sloop of war, 
and 	the 	other brig which had escaped. 	In 
pite of all this force, and a swarm of gun-boats, 

the gallant Rainier 	selected the Maria as the 
• largest frigate, and consequently the most worthy 
his attention, for an antagonist; and with springs 
on both cables, ran into a very intricate roadstead, 
sustaining the fire of his numerous adversaries; 
without returning a shot, until he was within 
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half pistol shot of the frigate, when" he began and 
continued the action, till the enemy struck. 	On. 
boarding, she proved to be the Maria Rygersber-
gen, of thirty-six guns, eighteen pounders, and two 
hundred and seventy men. 	Unable to effect any 
farther operations'on the other vessels, being fifty-
one men short of complement, when he went into 
action, Captain,  Rainier brought out his prize, and 
anchored both ships in the offing. 

In this action .the Dutch frigate had fifty men 
killed and wounded, and the loss on board the 
Caroline, was-  four killed, six mortally. and twelve 
slightly wounded.. It is remarkable that after the 
surrender of 'the Maria, the force which remained, 
being still sufficient to have destroyed the Caro-
line, preferred running on shore, together with 
seven merchant ships. 

The invasion of the Spanish settlements on the 
Rio de La Plata, in the year 1806, may be con-
sidered as the commencement of a new era in the 
continent of South America; and to have given 
another turn and character to 	the politics of 
Europe. 	The ;capture of the rich settlement of 
Buenos Ayres 'seemed at once to open a new 
Source of commerce to the merchants of Britain, 
then debarred from direct intercourse with their 
neighbours; and to have threatened the immediate 
ruin of Spain, by depriving her of the treasures 
which she drew from her inexhaustible mines in 
Mexico and Peru. 	These anticipations have been 
in a great measure realized : but the enterprise of 
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Sire Home Popham, undertaken without orders 
from home, `caused very singular and contradic- 
tory sensations. 	From the moment the -British.  
flag was seen to wave on the forts of a Spanish 
colon'y, their entire separation from the mother 
country was decreed and it was not long before 
the flame of liberty spread from La Plata to Flo-
rida, and from Valparaiso to Mexico. 

We have already observed that Sir Home Pop-
ham-  had been left with the command of his ma-
jesty's ships at the Cape of Good Hope. That newly 
acquired colony was scarcely Well secured from 
insurrection or invasion, when he collected all the 
forces, both naval and military, which could be 
spared from it, and taking on board Major-gene-
ral Beresford, proceeded to St. Helena, where 
they expected a further reinforcement of troops 
from the garrison of that island ; ' sailing thence 
on the 2c1 of May, they made Cape St. Mary's on 
the coast of South America, on the 8th of June.. 
Sir Home Popham had preceded  the fleet some 
days in the Narcissus frigate. 	The expedition 
anchored on that day • near - the Island of Flores, 
passed 'Monte Video on the following day, and 
proceeded to the south side of the river on which 
the 	city of Buenos Ayres 	is situated. 	The 
Rio de La Plata is remarkably shbal , the flats 
extending so far from its banks, as to render 
the approach impracticable fort  large ships, and 
dangeroui for small ones. 	The attack on the 
capital was nevertheless determined ; the trans- 
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ports and smaller vessels approached with the 
troops and artillery. 	The ships of the line, Dia- 
dem and Raisonable, arid the Diomede of forty-
four guns, being ordered by the Commodore to 
cruise off Maldonado, and the mouth of the river. 
The depth of water not admitting of the approach 

• of the Narcissus, within less than twelve miles of 
the town. 	The expedition anchored;  on the 25th. 
of June, off Point Quelmey a Pouichiou, where the 
army landed in,  the evening, accompanied by' the 
marine battalion, under- the command of 'Captain 
William King of the Diadem. 	General Beresford 
having effected his landing without loss or opposi-
tion, found his enemy posted behind a morass at 
the village of Reduction, about two miles from 
the beach, 	The General advanced until his guns 
were checked in the, bog ; and the Spaniards, who 
had foreseen the difficulty, opened a fire on them. 
General' Beresford finding the artillefy could not 
readily be brought up, advanced without it. 	The 
Spaniards, who had two thousand cavalry, fled at 
the approach of our troops ; the British army 
mounted the hill in spite of all their fire of ' ord- 
nance 	and .musketry ; 	dislodged 	the enemy, 
pursued and drove them to the opposite side of 
the little river Chuelo, the bridge of which the 
Spaniards burnt, to' secure their retreat ; a precau- 
tion which gave them very little respite. 	On the 
27th, it blew so hard that ho intercourse could be 
kept up between the fleet and the army; and on 
the 28th, the British flag was .displayed on.  the 
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walls of Buenos 'Ayres. 	The castle fired a royal. 
salute, which Was answered by the ships of the. 
squadron. 	The governor had capitulated, giving 
up every thing to the mercy of the captors, who 
generously restored all the private property to the 
owners ; which, in vessels alone afloat on the river, 
amounted to one million and a half of dollars. 
The property taken, belonging to the government, 
amounted to One million two hundred and ninety-
one thousand three hundred Arid twenty-three 
dollars, in specie, bonds, ordnance, and other 
stores. 	The news of the capture of the" colony 
was received in England with great acclamation, 
except at the Admiralty. 	Their Lordships were 
dissatisfied with the mode of its execution, and 
disapproved of the conduct of Sir Home Popham, 
both in diverting the forces front. the Cape, and 
in assuming the rank and title of a Commodore 
with a Captain under him. 	Rear-admiral Stirling 
was sent out to supersede him, and he was or-
dered home under arrest, • to be tried by a court-
martial. 

Sir Home- Popham it appears, had been di-
rected, after having secured the possession of the 
Cape of Good Hope, to embark as many troops as 
could be spared, and to send them on to India, 
under convoy of the, Belliqueux ; and by a sub-
seqfient order, he was'directed to send home, 
without delay, all the transports not wanted to go 
to India. 	These orders, he positively disobeyed. 
That he had reason to expect an attack would 
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soon be made on the Cape, was evident from the 
capture of the Volontaire, which came into the 
Bay, in perfect confidence that it was in posses-
sion of the Dutch, or that the fleet of Admiral 
Willaumez, to which she belonged, had arrived 
before her. 	The approach of this squadron re- 
ceived farther confirmation by the arrival of a 
whaler, which had seen a number of large ships in 
latitude 33° south, and longitude 50° east. . On 
the same day a brig from Tonningen reported 
that she had been boarded by a squadron of 
French ships of war, in the latitude of 33° 23' and 
longitude 6° 10' east.' 	From all the information 
he could obtain from these sources, he might as 
justly have inferred, that they were bound to the 
Cape of Good Hope, as to the Isle of France, or to 
the West Indies. He received this intelligence on 
the 10th. of March, and on the 13th of April, ad-
dressed a letter to Mr. Marsden, the Secretary.of 
the Admiralty, announcing his intention of attack-
ing Buenos Ayres ; at the same .time that he fur-
nished' the Most unanswerable reasons why he 
should have remained on his post, with redoubled 
vigilance. 

After his departure, a circumstance occurred 
which proved the defenceless state in which he 
left the colony, as to ships of war, and afforded a 
strong argument against 	him• at home. 	The 
Canonniere, formerly La Minerve, taken from us 
in 1803, at Cherbourg, anchored in Simon's Bay, 
and sent her boat on shore, with an officer and 
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eight men, who were-taken. 	The forts immedi-
ately opened on the frigate with red-hot shot; but 
she cut her cable and escaped to sea, there being 
no ship to pursue her. 	. 

At that time it was too much the fashion to 
estimate every conquest by the quantum of Bri-
tish merchandise which the newly acquired sub- 
jects might consume. 	In his letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, Sir Home says—" I have 
only presumed to say a few words on the advan-
tages which we may derive by the exports from 
this country ; by the channel of importation which 
it opens up a navigable river of many hundred 
leagues, to supply several millions of inhabitants 
with the manufactures of the United Kingdom ; 
there is, however, another of not less consequence, 
on any consideration,.which is that of depriving 
the enemy of this most valuable trade, carried on 
entirely under neutral flags." 	It was, however, 
very justly observed ' in answer to this, that the 
commerce carried on by neutrals supplied the 
South American continent from our markets, and 
brought us hides, tallow, tobacco, 	and specie 
in return. 	Sir Home arrived in England early 
in 1806; 	his trial commenced on board the 
Gladiator, in Portsmouth harbour, on the sixth of 
March. 

The names of the officers who composed the 
Court were— 	. 

VOL. IV. 
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ADMIRAL WM. YOUNG, President. 
Vice-Admiral S. E. GOWER. 	Vice-Admiral HOLLOWAY. 
Vice-Admiral S. B. ROWLEY. Vice-Admiral H.E.STANHOPE. 
Rear-Admiral J. VASHON. 	Rear-Admiral Sir I. COFFIN. 
Rear-Admiral Sir Rim J. 	Capt. S. H. LINZEE. 

J. STRACHAN. 	Capt. M. SCOTT. 
Captain THOS. GRAVES. 	Capt. Hon. C. BOYLE. 
Captain JOHN IRWIN. 

MOSES GREETHAM, Judge Advocate. 

T1N order to Admiral Young from the Admiralty 
was then read, part of which was as follows :— 

(Copy.) 
• ADMIRALTY ORDER. 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of the United kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, efe.  

"Whereas, by an Order, dated the 29th of July, 1805, Sir 
Home Popham, then Captain of his Majesty's ship Diadem, was 
directed to take under his command his Majesty's ships Belli-
queux, Raisonable, Diomede, Narcissus, and Leda, the Espoir 
sloop, and Encounter gun-brig, for the purpose of capturing the 
enemy's settlements at the Cape of Good Hope, in conjunction 
with the troops under the command of Major-General Sir David 

`Baird, which settlements were surrendered to the ships and 
troops aforesaid, in the month of January, 1806: And whereas 
it appears, by letters from the said Sir Home Popham to our 
Secretary, dated the 13th and 30th of April following, that with 
a view to attack the Spanish settlements in the Rio de la Plata, 
for which he had no direction or authority whatever, he did 
withdraw from the Cape the 'whole of the naval force which had 
been placed under his command for the sole purpose of protect-
ing it; thereby leaving the Cape, which it was his duty to guard, 
not only exposed to attack and insult, but even without the 
means of affording protection to the trade of his Majesty's sub-
jects, or of taking possession of any ships of the enemy, which 
might have put into any of the bays or harbours of the Cape or 
parts adjacent; all which he the said Sir Home Popham did, 
notwithstanding that be had received previous information of 
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detachments of the enemy's ships being at sea, and in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape; and notwithstanding he had been 
apprized•that a French squadron was expected at the Mauritius, 
of which he informed us, by his letter to our Secretary, dated 
the 9th of April, 1806, only four days prior to his departure 
from the Cape for the Rio de la Plata. 

" And whereas it appears to us, that a due regard to the good 
of his Majesty's service imperiously demands that so flagrant a 
breach 	of public duty should not pass unpunished : 	And 
whereas by our order dated the 28th of July, 1806, Rear-
admiral Stirling was directed to send the said Sir Home Popham 
to England, which he has done accordingly; And whereas Sir 
Home Popham was . on his arrival put under an arrest by our 
order, and is now at Portsmouth awaiting his trial." 

The prosecution was conducted by, Mr. Jervis, 
the Solicitor of the Admiralty. 	It consisted in 
reading the orders under which his force had been 
sent out, with the views and intentions of govern- 
ment; 	and imputing blame to Sir Home for 
having exceeded his orders,  and quitted his sta-
tion. 

When this was finished, the prisoner entered on 
his defence, which occupied three days. 	Lord 
Melville, Mr. Sturges Bourne, and many distin-
guished persons were subpoenaed to give evidence 
in his favour. 	At the conclusion he thus address-
ed the Court :- 

4' MR. PRESIDENT, 
" I here close my defence; and I throw myself upon the 

wisdom and justice of this Honourable Court; my feelings and 
my character have suffered' severely, but I trust to your judgment 
to relieve the one, and to rescue the other. 	If I have, in the 
exercise of my zeal, exceeded the strictest bounds of discretion, 
1 hope it will be evident, I have been actuated solely by a desire 
to promote the honour, the interests, and the glory of my 

G 2 
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country; and if, in the prosecution of those great objects, 
4" aided by my gallant followers, and fostered by the superintend-

ing band of Providence,. it has been my good fortune to be put 
in the possession of the two capitals of two quarters of the 
globe, I trust it will be found, upon a close examination of my 
defence, that the very head and front of my offending bath this 
extent—no more !"  

After which the Court being cleared for a short 
time, it was ri-opened, and the following sentence 
given : 

" That the charges had been proved against the said Captain 
Sir Home Popham.—That the withdrawing, without orders- so 
to do, the whole of any naval force from the place where it is 
directed to be employed, and the employing it in distant 
operations against the enemy; more especially if the success of 
such operations should be likely to prevent its speedy return, 
may be attended with the most serious inconvenience to the 
public service, as the success of any plan formed by his 
Majesty's Ministers for operations against the enemy, in which 
such naval force might be included, may by such removal be 
entirely prevented. 	And the Court further agreed, that the 
conduct of the said Captain Sir Home Popham, in the with-
drawing the whole of the naval force under his command from 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the proceeding with it to the Rio 
de la Plata, was highly censurable ; but in consideration of 
circumstances did adjudge him 	to 	be 	ONLY SEVERELY 
REPRIMAND ED." 

, 
Whatever difference of opinion there might have 

been as to the merits of this affair in London, the 
sentence pronounced by thirteen officers decided 
its character, and vindicated the authority of the 
Admiralty and the discipline sof the navy. But for 
this sentence no dependance could have been 
placed in the continuance of any force in the 
station assigned to it. 
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Sir Home Popham attempted to justify himself 

by the example of Earl St. Vincent, who, from 
Cadiz, ordered a detachment under Lord Nelson 
to attack Santa Cruz. The naval reader will per-
ceive that there could not be the slightest analogy 
between the two cases ; the Earl being a com-
mander-in-chief, with almost unlimited power ; 
with a force sufficiently large to admit of such a 
subtraction ; and the state of mutiny in which the 
fleet then was, requiring some object to divert the 
attention of the seamen : Sir Home, on the con-
trary, ' had been sent on a specific and limited 
service, without any discretionary power ; and 
having • completed the object for which he was 
sent out, he was expressly directed how to dispose 
of the remaining superfluous force. 	It was also 
justly observed that the valuable colony of the Cape 
was exposed to danger, for the uncertain chance 
of great private gain to individuals. 	The capture 
of Buenos Ayres, and the acquisition of wealth 
and honour, were almost immediately succeeded 
by the defeat of General Beresford, and the sur- 

• render of his whole army, with the disappointment 
of all the hopes, and the ruin of most of the spe-
culators who had listened to the flatteringprospects 
held out by the Commodore. 

Long before the dispatches reached England, 
containing the account of the surrender of Buenos 
Ayres, the place was retaken. The Spaniards had 
recovered from their first surprise and panic: they 
saw with indignation that they had been dis- 
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possessed of their capital by a handful of men, 
whom they with little difficulty might overcome. 
Colonel Liniers, a Frenchman of talent and intre-
pidity, crossed the river from Monte Video to 
Buenos Ayres, with one thousand men. With this 
reinforcement the inhabitants acquired confidence; 
the British troops in the citadel were summoned 
to surrender ;, the whole population rose in arms. 
The General would have retreated to the ships, 
but bad weather prevented all communication. An 
action ensued in the square and streets of the 
town ; every house was a fortification, from the 
roof and windows of which musketry and missiles 
were unceasingly directed, until our men were 
compelled to lay down their arms and become 
prisoners of war. 	One hundred and fifty were 
killed or wounded, and the-  General, with one 
thousand three hundred men, marched away to 
the interior. 	Sir Home Popham, who from the 
quarter-deck of the Diadem was a witness' to this 

1 reverse of fortune, made bitter complaints in his 
public letter of the Bishop of Buenos Ayres, who 
had. permitted a gun to be placed on the tower of 
a church to annoy the British troops. 	In defend- 
ing the houses of his countrymen from violation 
and plunder, we admire the bold ingenuity of the 
patriotic bishop ; and even if the act could by the 
most scrupulous be considered a profanation, we 
humbly conceive that the last person who could 
have any right to complain would have been Sir 
!Ion►ic Popham. 
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While these events were passing in the south, 

the Spanish settlements in the• Caraccas, were 
slightly disturbed by the enterprise of Francisco 
de Miranda, whose fortune had grown out of the 
French revolution: he was a native of South 
America, and had been a general under the ce-
lebrated Dumourier, with whom he served in 
Flanders; but not deeming himself safe under the 
government of the Convention, he had quitted 
that service, and, in 1807, aimed at the inde-
pendence of his native land. 

Wearied with fruitless applications in England, 
where his projects were disregarded as chimerical, 
Miranda sailed for America ; and having gained a 
few partisans at New York, left that place early in 
February, 1806, in a ship called the Leander, with 
not more than two hundred followers, and a very 
small supply of ordnance stores and clothing, the 
vessel 	being only two 	hundred tans 	burden. 
Miranda held out to his followers every encourage-
ment of support from the British government at 
home, and her admirals and generals abroad. 
Steering for the Mona passage, he fell in with the 
Cleopatra British frigate, by the captain and offi-
cers of which he was severely scrutinized; nine-
teen of his men were impressed, being Irishmen ; 
and it became a question whether the Leander, 
under her suspicious character, should not be 
taken to Bermuda for legal adjudication. Miranda, 
to escape this detention, was compelled to shew 
his papers, and impart his designs to the British 
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captain ; on which he was suffered to depart, and 
reached the port of Jaquemel in Saint Domingo, 
where he established his printing presses, . and 
struck off his proclamations ; wrote out com-
missions for his officers, heading them, " By Fran- 
cisco 	de Miranda, Commander-in-chief of the 
Columbian army ;" and on or about this time he 
hoisted the Columbian flag on board of his ship. 
Having made a small addition to his force in vessels, 
if not in men, he exacted oaths of fidelity, and 
his followers swore to obey him, to be governed 
by the American articles.  of war, and to be true 
to the people of South America, as independent of 
Spain. 	Shortly after he sailed for the island of 
Bor -lair, a dependance of Curacoa ; but by mis-
management found himself seventy miles to lee-
ward of it, in the bottom of the gulf of Venezuela. 
Having at length reached Aruba, another little 
island dependant on Curacoa, he sailed for the 
main, and arriving off OCumara, prepared to land.: 
here he was suddenly attacked by two Spanish 
guarda costas, who took the two schooners which 
had accompanied him from Jaquemel, and with 
them sixty of his officers and men. 	The whole of 
these were landed, tried, and condemned : ten of 
them suffered death, and the others were sentenced 
to ten years' imprisonment. 	Miranda was much 
blamed by his officers for this misfortune ; the 
truth is, he was not acquainted with the disposition 
of his countrymen; nor had he a sufficient force to 
support an insurrection. His attempt was prema- 
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ture, and to have persevered at that time would 
have been madness : he therefore left the coast. 
After beating about for some time in the neigh-
bourhood of that chain of islands along the main 
land from Curacoa to Trinidad, suffering greatly 
for want of provision and water, and running 
away from every vessel he saw, he was at last met 
by the Lilly, a British sloop of war; commanded 
by Captain Campbell, who had directions from Sir 
Alexander. Cochrane, the naval commander-in-
chief at Barbadoes, to afford him protection and 
relief. 	Captain Campbell having supplied his 
wants, conducted the Leander to Grenada, where 
Miranda was hospitably entertained by General 
Maitland, the governor : thence he went to Bar-
badoes, where he arrived on the 9th of June, 
and found the Admiral disposed to support him, 
but both Lord Seaforth, the governor, and Gene-
ral Bowyer, the commander-in-chief, as decidedly 
against him. 	Miranda made an agreement with the 
Admiral, that in the event of South America being 
revolutionized, Great Britain should be received as 
the most favoured nation. At Barbadoes he suffered 
much from detention in the Court of Admiralty, 
and the defection of most of his best seamen ; he, 
however, with the assistance of the Lilly, reached 
Trinidad, where General Heslop afforded him some 
further relief in army clothing and field-pieces. Sir 
Alex. Cochrane added some small vessels to his 
force.; but Vice-admiral Dacres, who commanded 
at Jamaica, refused to give him any assistance 
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without orders from home, considering the whole 
as a buccaneering enterprise. 

"They sailed from Port D'Espagne, in Trinidad, 
on the 25th July; and in a very few days anchored 
at La Vela de Coro. The natives and the Spaniards 
neither opposed nor joined him, but fled to the 
mountains. 	Miranda landed and took possession 
of the place, And then , marched on to the city of 
Coro, about twelve miles distant. 	The town he 
found evacuated by the inhabitants ; the jailer and 
his prisoners only remaining. In an attack on the 
prison at night, the invaders fired on each other—
one life was lost, and some severe wounds inflicted. 
After an absence from the sea-coast of four days, 
Miranda guided Coro, and rejoined his squadron 
in the bay ; but in his absence the captain of the 
Leander and fifteen of his men had been taken in a 
watering party by the Spaniards, and marched up 
the country. 	Captain Dacres, of the Bacchante, 
coming up at this time, assisted in covering the 
retreat of these unfortunate people, who retired to 
Trinidad, and soon after dispersed. 	Miranda was 
too sanguine : a disciple . of the new school, he 
fancied South America would have risen as readily 
as France against the Bourbons. All that we know 
of his private character is to his honour ; of his 
talents as a general, or his reasons for this under-
taking, we can say little ; but certainly Miranda on 
the north coast of the southern continent, and Sir 
Home Popham t on the southern and eastern part, 
gave the first signal for South American freedom. 
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. 
CHAP. II. 

1.  State of Europe—Designs of Bonaparte on Prussia— 
French enter Pomerania—Magnanimity of Gustavus—Siege 
of Dantzic—Retreat of Swedes from Stralsund to Rugen— 
Danger of Danish fleet falling into the hands of Napoleon— 
Capture of the Dauntless—Attack on Copenhagen by Ad-
miral Gambier and Lord Cathcart-;—Capture of the Fredrick-
scoarn—Sir Arthur Wellesley defeats the Danish land-forces — 
Capitulation of Copenhagen—List of the ships brought away 
—Capture of Heligoland. 

2.  Channel fleet—Destruction of the enemy's coasting trade— 
Courts of Admiralty—Number of seamen voted—Emigration 
of the court of Portugal—Lord Cochrane on the coast of 
France—Sir Richard Strachan. 

3.  i 	. Affairs of the Ottoman empire—War between it and 'Russia 
—Great Britain joins—Russian ambassador quits Constan-
tinople—Sir Thomas Louis sent up—Marmont in Dalmatia— 
Russian armies in Moldavia—Death of Selim IIL—Sir John 
Duckworth's squadron quits Malta—Arrives off Tenedos— 
Loss of the Ajax by fire—Proceedings of the fleet—Passage 
between Cestos and Ahydos—Attack on the Turkish squa-
dron—British squadron anchors off the Prince's Island— 
Negotiation—Retreat—Passage of the Dardanelles—Damages 
sustained by our ships—Sir John Duckworth's letter to Lord 
Collingwood—Russian Admiral joins Sir John Duckworth-- 
Peace between Russia and the Porte;—Capture of the Tifton-
delle, by the boats of the Glatton—British forces in Egypt 
are defeated at Rosetta—Death of Sir Thomas Louis—Affairs 
of Naples—Escape of the Spartan front Gantheaume. 

4.  North America.—Public feeling on the acquittal of Captain 
Whitby— Affair 	the -Leopard 	Chesapeake—Detection of 	 and 
and punishment of the deserters--Observations on the court-
martial—Non intercourse act—Message of the President. 

5.  West Indies.—Capture of Curacoa—Captains Dacres and 
Wise attack Santana—Gallant action of Lieutenant Coombe 
—French privateer taken by a packet—Surrender of St. 
Thomas and St. Johns. 

6.  East Indies.—Loss of the Blenheim, and death of Sir Tho-
mas Trowbridge—Capture of the San Rafael—Desperate 
affair on board the Victor—Captains P. Rainer and F. renew 
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distinguish themselves—Sir Edward Pellew attacks a Dutch 
squadron at Greisse, and destroys it—Action between St. 
Fiorenzo and Piedmontaise—Death of Captain Hardinge— 
Destruction of the Dutch naval force in Java. 

7. South America.—Rear-admiral Stirling and Sir Samuel 
Achmuty sent out—Maldonada taken—Storming of Monte 
Video—Rear-admiral George Murray and General' White-
locke sent out—Attack on Buenos Ayres—Capitulation of 
the British army—Retreat from the Rio de La Plata—Trial of 
General Whitelocke. 

PuusHED with victory, the enemy of the human 
race resolved to carry the war from the • centre to 
the extremities of Europe. 	Prussia had, as we 
have shewn, rendered herself the instrument of his 
unbounded ambition. 	Had Frederick driven from • 
his councils his perfidious ministers, and listened 
to the dictates of honour and patriotism, neither 
Russia nor Spain, nor his own' kingdom, would 
have suffered the miseries which fell upon them 
in succeeding years. 

After his successes on the Danube, the ancient 
and honourable confederation of the Hans Towns 
became a prey to the rapacity of Napoleon. 	The 
shores 'of the Baltic, from Stralsund to Memel, 
were overrun. 	Eastern and Western Prussia, and 
the peninsula of Jutland, were at his mercy. The 
whole kingdom of Denmark, west of the Baltic, 
with the important island of Zealand, containing 
the royal arsenal, and a fleet of twenty sail of the 
line, might be said to lie within the grasp of his 
power. Nor did it require any depth of penetration, 
to discover the use that would be made of this un-
expected accession of resources. England was on 
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her guard ; all tended - to the subversion of her 
empire. 	Russia and Sweden were still in our in- 
terests, and for a time lent their assistance to stem 
the torrent of adversity that threatened our utter 
destruction. 	Every means was resorted to by 

• Napoleon, but in vain, to gain the noble minded 
Gustavus to his cause. 1  The Swedish shipping, 
both naval and mercantile, were indispensable to 

, , the maintenance of the French armies in 	the 
north ; and while endeavouring to carry this object 
he was equally anxious, on the other hand, to 
excite the Turks against the Russians, in which 

,.he partly succeeded. 	Of the wreck of the Prus- 
sian-army from Jena, amounting to not more than 
thirty thousand men, one half were shut up in 
Koningsberg, Dantzic, and Colberg. 	The Swe- 
dish army, though feeble, was compelled to send 
part of its forces for the defence of Stralsund. 
The army of Bonaparte amounted to two hundred 
thousand men; with these he overran Pomerania, 
and obtained possession of the important port of 
Elbing, containing immense magazines, and afford-
ing the strongest barrier against the attacks me-
ditated by the EmperorAlexander, who sought, by 
.obtaining possession of the strong places on the south 
shore of the Baltic, to starve out the French army. 
This was perceived by Bonaparte, who directed 
the,united corps of Bernadotte and Ney, to invest 
and get possession of Dantzic. 	The defence of 
that city, against the reiterated attacks of these 
generals, excited hopes that the enemy would 
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be forced to abandon his enterprise ; but Bona-
parte only withdrew for a while, that he might 
return with greater impetuosity. 	Uniting his 
forces, he made a vigorous attack on the centre 
of the Russian army, which, after the battle of 
Eylau, was compelled to fall back on KoningS- 
berg. 	 . 

Mortier had, in February, plundered Hamburgh 
and Lubeck, and laid siege to Stralsund ; but soon 
after retreated from that place, in order to rein- 
force the army before Dantzic. 	The Swedes, 
under General Armfeldt, followed and attacked 
him with great gallantry, taking some thousand 
prisoners. 	On the 18th of April, an armistice was 
agreed on between the Swedes and the French, 
for an indefinite period. 

In the mean time, the French army, under the 
command of Marshal Lefebre, renewed the siege 
of Dantzic. 	This was a place of great strength 
and importance in every point of view ; situated at 
the mouth of the Vistula, that and Elbing are the 
only sea-ports of Western Prussia. 

About seventy miles east of Dantzic is Kon-
ingsberg, on the river Pregel, also a place of im-
portance ; its sea-port is Pernau, where a harbour 
is formed for merchant shipping by a promon-
tory, and the long and slender island called the 
Nehrung, extending from thence as far as Dantzic, 
which gives its name to the deep gulf contained 
between the two head lands. 	The coast is shoal 
and dangerous, with northerly winds. 	The re- 
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mains of the Prussian army, we have observed, 
had drawn round Koningsberg, and Lord Hut- 

, chinson, attached to the staff of his Prussian ma-
jesty, was with it. Captain George Sanders, com-
manding the Falcon, a British sloop of war, was 
lying at Pernau : and Captain Edward Chetham, 
in the Sally armed ship, was with the Charles, 
another armed ship, off Dantzic. 	The relief of 
that city became a matter of the most serious 
consideration, and it was agreed that General Ka-
menski should proceed thither with four regiments 
of Cossacks, and twenty pieces of artillery. 	This 
force, amounting to seven thousand men, required 
a number of transports to convey them; 	and 
Captain Sanders was requested by Lord Hutcllin- 
• son, to hire vessels at Pernau, on the best terms 
he could, for the British government. This measure 
was carried into effect with very becoming zeal 
and energy, by Captain Sanders, who, though a 
young 	officer, executed the 	whole 	service in 
seven days, landing the troops at the intended 
place, as near as possible to the scene of action. 
The French were encamped on the western ex-
tremity of -the Nehrung, or Holme, which lying 
before the mouth of .the Vistula, divides the river 
into two branches, one running to the south-east, 
towards Pernau, the other to the north-west, 
forming a basin, called the Fair Water ; here Cap-
tain Sanders, after having landed the troops, joined.  
Captain Chetham. 	The French had strongly in- 
trenched themselves on this point of, the Nehrung, 
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and had thrown a bridge over to the main land, 
west of the city. 	Thus effectually cutting off all 
supplies, and securing a communication with their 
own army on the main land. 	The Prussiaith 
having landed to the eastward of the enemy, Ge-
neral Kainenski determined to storm their in- 
trenchments on the island : 	the British naval 
captains represented to him, that if he would 
delay the attack until the wind should enable them 
to bring the ships up, and enfilade the bridge, the 
event would not be doubtful. 	This wise counsel 
was disregarded, and the first success of the Prus-
sians seemed to justify their general ; but the 
French pouring in fresh bodies of men across the 
bridge, as had been foretold, soon turned the vic-
tory to a defeat, and the Prussians retreated with 
loss. 	The enemy also suffered severely. 	The 
situation of the city now became desperate, and 
Captain Chetham resolved to relieve it, by forcing 
the bridge, and if possible, driving the enemy 
from the Holme. 	Finding he could only bring 
one ship into action at a time against the bridge, 
he ordered Captain Clephane, in the Charles, to 
cruise before the port, and intercept the supplies 
of the enemy ; and in order to lighten his own ship 
as much as possible, sent all his heavy stores on 
board of the Falcon: 	He then took with him 
Captain Sanders, and most of the officers and 
men of that ship, to strengthen his own crew, and 
advancing towards the enemy's redoubts, gallantly 
hove his ship through the shoal water of the 
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sluices. 	The governor and garrison of Dantzic 
were the • admiring .spectators of this glorious act 
of.devotion to a cause; in which the French would 
fain have . represented the English as only luke- 
warm. 	The Sally was now within pistol-shot of 
the enemy's works, and at half-past six in the 
evening began a furious action. 	Two thoUsand 
French troops, with three pieces of artillery, .shel- 

Jered by field works and old houses, engaged her 
on,  the -right; while on the left bank was a' strong 
battery, called the Legan, supported also by infan- 
try. 	At nine o'clock; the larboard guns of the Sally 
were nearly all'disabled, and the current running 
too strong to bring the other broadside to bear, Cap-
tain Chetham was forded to abandon .his position, 
and drop down again to the Fair Water, having his 
first lieutenant and nearly one half of the' officers 
and crew wounded. 	Some idea may be formed 
of the close nature of the combat, when we can 
assert from occular demonstration, that the lar-
board side of the Sally contained musket-balls 
too numerous to be.  counted. 	.The loss of the 
enemy was computed at between four and five 
hundred men. 

Although defeated, the conduct and bravery of 
the British officers and men excited the highest 
admiration of General Kalkreuth, the governor of 
Dantzic, as well- as the brave garrison and the 
inhabitants. 	Captain Clietham was immediately 
promoted ; and all the other commanders subse-
quently to the rank of post-captains. 

VOL. IV. 	 IT 
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The next attempt to relieve the city was. made 

by Capt. Christopher Strachey, in a praam sloop 
. of war, called the Dauntless, which had on board 
six hundred barrels of gunpowder for the garrison. 
Capt. Strachey having as he supposed a favourable 
wind, ran up the river with his studding sails set, 
firing on the enemy as he passed ; but the breeze 

' suddenly became unfavourable : he broke round off, 
and there was no room to work his ship. 	The 
enemy's fire Was very heavy, and he ran on shore 
on the Holme, within half musket-shot of their 
batteries ; resistance was useless, and the Daunt-
less, with her valuable cargo, became a prize to 
the enemy, in sight, and almost within gun-shot; 
.of the mortified and disappointed garrison. 

The city, in consequence of its distresses, was 
compelled to surrender on the 26th of May ; and 
Marshal Le.  Febre was created Duke of Dantzic. 

The battle of Friedland was fought on the 14th 
of June : the Russians retreated; Koningsberg and 
Elbing fell into the hands of the enemy, ,with an 
immense quantity of ordnance stores, and one 
'hundred and sixty thousand stand of arms, which 
had been sent from England. 

The peace of Tilsit followed these disastrous 
events : Russia, like Austria, now became the 
friend of France, but the magnanimous Gustavus 
'refused to listen to any overtures of a pacific 
nature, nor would he ratify the armistice beyond 
the period of ten days. 	His navy blockaded all 
the ports in the Baltic, where the French had 
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entered : Marshal Brune attacked him in Stralsund, 
and on the 19th of August compelled him to evacuate 
that place. 	On the 28th, the Swedish troops and 
artillery were landed -on the island of Rugen, 
where they were joined by eight thouSand British 

. and Germans, under Lord' Cathcart. The conduct 
'of the king of Sweden at this period, offers a noble 
example of manly courage and military skill, and 
forms 'a striking contrast with that of Frederick. 
Yet the same powers who witnessed unmoved the 
abdication of Gustavus, restored Frederick to the 
full possession of his dominions. 	The encroach- 
ments of Naliolleon on the liberties of the north, 
became every day more alarming. 	Denmark saw 
her danger, but knew not how to avoid it : to have 
defended herself she thought impossible ; to give 
up her fleet to the safe' custody of England would 
have exposed her to open war with France. 	The 
Berlin 'decree having forbidden all intercourse be-
tween Great Britain, and, any other powers, 'the 
violent measure was answered by the kink of Eng-
land, with a moderation as remarkable as the rage' 

' of his adversary, Napoleon ; the British order in 
council of January, 1801, simply prohibited the 
trade by neutrals from one of the enemy's ports 
to another, or with the ports under his control. 
The court of Denmark with palpable injustice and 
ingratitude, • while it passed over in silence the 
arrogant mandate of Bonaparte, remonstrated with 

- bitterness against the self-defensive step of the 
cabinet of St. James's. 	The French government 

11 2 
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made an offer tO"Gustavus of the whole of Norway, 
to be annexed to the crown of Sweden, as a 
bribe for shutting the Sound against us ;. the offer 
Gustavus not only refused, but acquainted the 
Court of Denmark .With it, and tendered his assist-
ance to support her independence : of this the 
Danish government took no. notice, thereby af-
fording the most undeniable evidence of being 
under the control of France, which she shortly 
after owned; and declared that, not having the 
means of resistance, the attempt would be an act 
of madness.  

In a public document, put forth in.  1807, Napo-
leon states, that all the nations of the world were 
arming; he therefore demanded from his senate an 
additional levy of two hundred thousand men, a 
force, he pretended, which could only enable him 
to act on the defensive; and in the same document 
he adds, " In .the course of six months we have 
made ourselves:masters of the strongest places in 
Europe-2Madgeburg, Hameln, Spandau, Stettin, 
Custrin, Glogau, Breslau, Schweidnitz, and Breig 
—we have passed the Main, the Saal, the Elbe, 
the Odder, and the Vistula—have taken eight 
hundred pieces of cannon on.the field of battle, and 
sent four thouiand to France, with, four hundred 
Russian and Prussian standards, and taken two 
hundred thousand prisoners." 	Yet he wanted a 
new conscription ! ! 	With unblushing hypocrisy 
the tyrant avows his wish for peace, while he is 
preparing for war, and proclaims with unparalleled 
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falsehood, that England was the only obstacle to 
that desirable event. 	. 

Austerlitz and Jena had laid Germany at his 
feet, and one more effort he thought would have 
given him the command of the Russian empire 
and the world. 	His victorious legions were as- 
sembled on the banks of the Vistula, and the 
armies of Russia appeared but a feeble barrier to 
his future conquests. 	To have added the navies 
of Russia,-  Denmark, Sweden, and Portugal to his 
own, was no improbable contingency ; 	and an 
enemy's fleet of forty sail of the line with as many 
frigates, might, at the very lowest calculation, have 
issued from the Baltic. 

Having detailed the events and causes which led 
to our attack.  on Copenhagen, and consequent war 
with Denmark, it only remains to be observed, 
that when the British government found all re 
monstrance vain, and that the province of Jutland, 
and the whole of Denmark Proper, was at the 
mercy of the French emperor, it prepared to take 
such steps as would at least deprive him of the 
services of the Danish navy. 

A fleet of twenty-five sail of the line, under the 
command of Admiral Gambier, assembled in North 
Yarmouth Roads, in July 1807 ; a vast number of 
frigates, bomb-vessels, and small craft, were added 
to this force; and an army of twenty-seven thou-
sand men, to. be under the command of Lieu-
tenant-general Lord Cathcart, was embarked in 
the ships of war and transports. 

32235 
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The Admiral sailed on the 28th of July, and 

reached the Cattegat about the 1st Of August, 
when he detached Commodore Keats with four sail 
of the line, three frigates, and ten gun-brigs, to 
secure the passage of the Great Belt between Hol-
stein -and Zealand, and prevent the transport of 
any land-forces from one side to the other. 	The 
British fleet sailed by Cronenburg Castle, and 
anchored in the road of Elsineur on the third of 
August : not a shot was fired on either part, but 
a foreboding silence—an awful preparatilin, an-
nounced the approach of some great event, 'and 
Denmark saw too late • the consequences-  of her 
mistaken policy. 

Lord Cathcart, with a part of the troops, did 
not join the Admiral till the 12th, when the 'dis-
positions were made for the landing of the army; 
but it was not till the 14th that the wind would 
permit the transports to move, towards Copen-. 
hagen. On the evening of that day the fleet arrived 
off Wibeck, a village situated half-way between 
the capital and Elsineur : here the army was dis.i 
embarked without opposition, ,and the following 
proclamation circulated among the inhabitants: 

By the Commanders-in-Chief of his Majesty's Forces, 
by Sea and Land. 

Whereas, the present treaties of peace, and changes of 
government and 4 territory acceded to, by so many foreign 
powers, have so far increased the influence of France on the 
continent of Europe, as to render it impossible for Denmark, 
though it desires to be neutral, to preserve its neutrality, and 
absolutely necessary for those who continue to resist the trench 
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aggression, to take measures to prevent the arms of a neutral 
power from tieing turned against them. 

In this view the King cannot regard the present position 
Of Denmark with indifference, and his Majesty bath sent 
negotiators with ample powers to his 	Danish Majesty, to 
request im the most amicable manner such 'explanations as the 
times require, and a concurrence in such measures as can 
alone give security against the fuither mischiefs which the 
French meditate through the acquisition of the Danish navy. 

The King, our royal and most gracious master, has therefore 
judged it expedient to desire the temporary deposit of the , ' ' Danish ships of the line in one of his Majesty's ports. 

This deposit seems to be so .just, , and so indistrensably 
necessary under the relative circumstances of the neutral and 
belligerent powers, that his Majesty has further deemed it a 
duty to himself and to his people, to support his demand by a 
powerful fleet, and by an army amply supplied with every 
preparation necessary 	for the most determined and active 
enterprise. 

We eagle, therefore,' to your shores, inhabitants of Zealand, 
not as enemies, but in self-defence, to prevent those who have 
so long disturbed the peace of Europe from compelling the 
force of your navy to be turned against us. 

We ask deposit—we have not looked to capture ; so far 
from it, the most solemn pledge has been offered to your. 
government, and is hereby renewed, in the name, and at the 
express command, of the King our master, and if our demand 
is' amicably acceded to, every ship belonging to Denmark shall, 
at the conclusion of a general peace, be restored to her in the 
same condition and state of equipment as when•received under 
the protection of the British flag. 

It is in the power of your government by a word to sheath 
our swords, most reluctantly drawn against you; but if, on the 
other hand,-the machinations of France render you deaf to the 
voice of reason, and to the call of friendship, the innocent 
blood that will be spilt, and the horrors of a besieged and 
bombarded capital, must fall on your own heads, and those of 
your cruel advisers. 	 . 

His Majesty's seamen and soldiers, when on shore, will treat 
Zealand, as long as your conduct to them permits it, on a foot-
ing of a province of the most friendly power in alliance with 
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Great 'Britain, whose territory has the misfortune, to be the 
theatre of war. 
. • The persons of all those who remain at home, and do not 
take a hostile part, will be held sacred. 

Property will be respected .and 	preserved, and the most 
severe discipline will be enforced. 
• Every article of supply furnished or brought to market 
will be paid for at a fair and settled price; but as immediate. 
and constant supplies, especially of provisions, forage, fuel, 
and transport, are necessary to' all armies, it is well known 
that requisitions are unavoidable, and must be enforced. 

Much con-venience must arise to' the inhabitants, and much 
ii,  confusion and loss to them will be prevented, if persons in au- 

thority are found in the several districts to whom requisitions 
may be addressed, and through whom claims for payment may 
be settled and liquidated. 	 . 

If such persons are appointed, and discharge their duty with-
out meddling in matters which do not concern them, they shall 
be respected, and all requisitions be addressed to them through 
the proper channels and departments of the navy and army; but 
as forbearance on the part of the inhabitants is essential to the 
principal of these arrangements, it is necessary that all manner 
of civil persons should remain at their respective habitations, 
and any peasants or other persons found in arms, singly, or in 
small troops, or who may be guilty of any act of violence, must 
expect to be treated with rigour. 

The. government of 	his 	Danish 	Majesty having hitherto 
refused to treat this matter in .an amicable way, part of the 
army has been disembarked, and the whore force has assumed 
a warlike attitude; but it is as yet not too late for the voice of 
reason and moderation to be heard. 

Given in the Sound, under our hands and seals, this 16th 
August, 1807. 	(Signed) 	JAMES GAMBIER, 

CATHCART. 
List of the Ships of the Line which composed the Fleet of 

Admiral Gambier. 
Ships. 	 Guns. 	 Commanders. 

Flag. Sir Home Popham, 
• ' Prince of Wales . • .. 	98 	• • • • 	Captain of the fleet. 

•Adam M‘Kenxier  Capt. 
of the ship.. 
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Ships. 	Guns. 	 Commanders. 

	

74 	.. .. 	f Rear-admiral Stanhope;. 
Pompee 	 1 	Captain J. R. Dacres. 

Centaur 	74 	• • • • 	5 Commodore Sir S. Hood; 
Cap.W.H.Webley(Parry) 

Mars  	74" 	• • • • 	Wm. Lukin. 
Brunswick  	74 	• • • • 	Thomas Graves. 
Hercule   . 74 	• • • • 	Hon. J. Colville. 
Maida 	74 	• • • • 	S. H. Lenzee. 
Spencer 	' 	74 	• • • • 	Hon. R. Stopford. 
Superb  	74 	• • • • 	Daniel INPLeod. 

Minotaur 	74 	• • • • 	5 Rear-ad in. W. ,Essington; 
i 	Cvpt. J. C. Alanstield. 

Valiant  	74 	• • • • 	James Young. 
Alfred 	74 	• • • • 	John Bligh. 
Captain    	74 	• • • • 	Isaac \Volley. 
Defence  	74 	• • • • 	Charles Ekius. _ 
Ganges 	' 	74 	• • • • 	Com. R. G. Keats;  I 	

Captain P. Halket. 
Goliath  	74 	• • • • .. Peter Puget. 
Orion  	74 	• • • • 	Arch. C. Dickson. 
Resolution  	74 	• • • • 	George Burlton. 
Vanguard  	74 	• • • • 	Alex. Frazer. 
Agamemnon  	64 	• • • • 	Jonas Rose. 
Dictator • 	64 	• • • • 	Donald Campbell. 

' Inflexible  	64 	• • • • 	Joshua R. Watson. 
Leyden 	• 	64 	• • • • 	Wm. Cumberland. 
Nassau  	64 	• • • • 	Robert Campbell. 
Ruby 	 r 	64 	• • • • 	John Draper. 

Between thirty and forty sail of frigates, and 'more than 
three, hundred transports, accompanied the fleet. 

A Danish frigate having put to sea on the 15th 
of August, from Elsineur, the Admiral dispatched 
the Defence, Capt. Ekins, and the Comus, Capt. 

. E. Heywood, in pursuit of her. 	The Comus was 
called a twenty-gun ship, though mounting in all, 
carronades included, thirty-two guns ; the . Fre-
derickscoarn, her opponent, had thirty-six guns;  
but all of a heavier calibre, as twelve pounders to 
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nine, with a complement of two hundred and; 
twenty-seven men—the Comus had only one 
hundred and forty-five ; but the 	Danes were 
unused to war. 	On his arrival within hail, Capt. 
Heywood desired the Danish captain would sub-
mit to detention : this was declined, and an action 
commenced by the Danish frigate firing her stern-
chase guns ; the Comus got alongside, and the 
firing continued for forty-five minutes, when the 
two ships. fell on board of each other. 	..At the 
moment they were locked, the boarders from the 
Comus; headed by the Lieutenants G. E. Watts, 
and Hood Knight, very gallantly rushed upon her 
forecastle, and carried her. 	On our side the loss 
was only one man Wounded : the enemy had 
twelve killed, and twenty wounded. 	This was 
the first act of hostility. Light and variable winds . 
prevented the Defence coming within guh-shot. 

- 	It appears by .an .order of Admiral Gambier, 
dated on board the Prince of Wales, off Copen-
hagen, the 17th of August, 1807, that some Danish 
gun-boats had captured a British merchant vessel; 
the admirals and captains of thelleet were there-
fore directed to possess themselves of any ships 
and vessels of war, or merchant vessels, they might 
meet with belonging to .Denmark, or to the sub-. 
jects of his Danish. Majesty, and to leave their fur-
ther disposal to the orders of the Commander-in= 
chief. 	The island of Zealand was now surrounded 
and blockaded in every direction. 

The London Gazette of the 29th September, 
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1807, contained a declaration from his Majesty 
the King of Great Britain, setting forth the grounds 
on which he had undertaken this expedition. 

" His Majesty had received the most positive 
information, that the Ruler of France was deter-
mined to occupy with a military force the territory.  
of Holstein, for the purpose of excluding Great 
Britain from. all her accustomed channels of com-
munication with the Continent; and -of inducing 
or compelling the court of Denmark to close the 
passage of the Sound against British commerce, 
and of availing himself of the aid of the Danish 
marine for the invasion of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

" Notwithstanding .these injuries, and the con-
duct of the Court of Denmark in 1801, when it 
joined the Northern Confederacy, and became an 
active and powerful enemy, His Majesty was un-
willing to take any decided steps until a complete 
and practical disclosure of the plan had made 
manifest to all the world, the absolute necessity of. o 
the measures he was about to adopt." 

As soon as a part of the cavalry and infantry 
had landed on the island of Zealand, a flag of truce 
was sent to the Commanders-in-chief from the 
Danish General, .Peymann, demanding passports 
for the princesses, nieces to his Danish Majesty 
these were immediately granted. 	As our army 
advanced to the capital, it was attended by the 
fleet, and Copenhagen became in a few days com-
pletely invested by sea and land. The princesses, 

   
  



10$ 	 COPENHAG EN. 	 [1807. 
on the. 17th; came out of the city on their way to 
Colding, and were received with the honours due 
to their. rank, by the brigade of guardS, near the 
palace of Fredericksburg. 	' On the same 'day, 
about noon,_ our. picquets on the. left of the town 
were attacked, while the enemy's gun-boats rowed 
out: of the harbour, and opened their fire on the 
left • of our line with grape and round shot; but 
these were soon compelled to retire, by the fire of 
our gun-brigs and bombs, which.  had .come up in 
time to support.the troops. 	On the-18th, the-gun- 
boats .renewed their attack on our flotilla, but the' 
brigs , having in the night exchanged ' their 'car-
ronades for long eighteen-pounders, the. 'Danes 
retired• for reinforceinent, and again 'advanced, 
When'a brigade of British nine-pounders from the 
Park took them in flank, on. which they turned 
their fire from . the shipping to the army : some 
field-pieces 'were brought out at the same * time 
from ' the tarrion, hilt the whole were speedily 

drive'driven in.. _On' the. 19th, our works' were carried n 	 a 
on with vigour by labouring parties bisix hundred 
men, relieved every four . hours ; the gun-boats 
came out at daybreak, but the 'field-pieces on the 
shore again' dispersed them ; some of the pipes 
which convey water to the town from Emdorp 
were cut off; the frigates. and gun-brigs took their 
stations off the: entrance of the harbour within 
shell range of the town, and 'our batteries hourly 
increased in strength and number round -the City. 
Brigadier-general Dick en surprised and took the 
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post of:Fredericksburg, commanded by.  an aide-
de-camp to the Crown Prince, eight hundred and 
fifty officers and men, besides a foundry and depot 
for cannon and powder. 	After this the household 
of the King of Denmark, with his plate, wardrobe, 
wine, and books, were allowed to come out of the 
town, and to follow his Majesty, who, having 
obtained passports for•that. purpose, withdrew to 
Colding. 	In ..this . state of affairs many Danish 
gentlemen offered their services 'to the British 
general 	as 	magistrates and superintendents of 
•police, in their respective districts, and an order 
was accordingly granted to enable them to dis-
charge these functions agreeably :to the Troclainar  
tion of the commanders-in-chief. On the 20th, the 
works still approaching the town with an increased 
strength, a body of Danish cavalry and infantry 
was attacked by Colonel Rearden's cavalry, who 
.charged and put them to. the rout, killing sixteen.or 
eighteen men, and taking -twenty:- nine horses. 

The corps under the command of Lieutenant-
general the earn of Rosslyn disembarked on the 
21st, in the north part of Keoge bay, with two 
batteries 	of 	artillery. 	Prince 	Frederick Fer- 
dinand quitted the. town, and notice was given 
that-no more passports would be allowed. 	At the 
same time the commanding officer of the garrison 
was urged to consider. the dreadful consequences 

• of a siege and bombardment to a city constructed 
so much of wood, and other perishable 'materials. 
Melancholy; indeed, was the prospect of that 

,beautiful 	city, 	devoted - to, destruction, by the 
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power of its enemy, and the folly and obstinacy 
of its friends. 	Great Britain and Denmark were 
now at open war. General Peymann published an 
edict, declaring.  all British property in the island 
to be under sequestration ; and Admiral Gambier 
immediately declared all the Danish ports to be in 
a, state of blockade.  

On the 23d, the battery intended for the defence 
of the left wing of the army being completed, and 
mounted with thirteen twenty-four p o unders,4mortar 
batteries began to be formed, and the enemy's flotilla 
moved out of the harbour to interrupt the progress 
of our works. 	This brought them, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, in contact with our naval advance ; 
three praams, each carrying twenty guns, and a 
number of gun-boats, (said to be more than thirty) 
opened their fire, supported by the crown batteries, 
floating batteries, and block-ships. 	This. was con- 
tinued for more than four hours, when it'ap.peat-
ing  that our gun-brigs, which were the farthest 
in advance, had made but little impression; they 
were recalled, and the firing ceased, with the loSs 
'on our part of one officer and three seamen killed, 
-and thirteen wounded. 	On the 24th, the enemy 
finding our army had advanced to the S.W. side 
of the town, set fire to the suburbs in that quar- 
ter, that they might notfford shelter. 	On the 
25th, there was. much firing between our advance 
vessels and 	the batteries. 	On the 30th, tie. 
Admiral communicated by telegraph to the fleet • 
that a complete victory had been obtained over 
the Danish army, in the island of Zealand, by 
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Lieutenant-general Sir Arthur Wellesley. On the 
31st, the attack on the city and its outworks, 
being still carried on with vigour, the garrison of 
Copenhagen 	made a sortie, and attacked our 
troops and batteries, while their flotilla; crown 
batteries, and block-ships, kept up a heavy fire on 
our advanced works and gun-brigs. 	One of our 
armed transports was sunk, and the firing ceased 
,about two P. M. but was renewed at five A. M. ; the 
ships 'of war in the mean time landing their guns, 
and making sand-bags. On the same day, the Danish 
general Oxholin, with his officers and staff, arrived at 
,head-quarters; these had been taken by Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, and were immediately dismissed on pa-
role. In the evening; fifteen hundred prisoners were, 
put on board the British fleet. 	On the 2d of Sep- 
tember, our gun and mortar batteries opened a 

. heavy fire on the city of Copenhagen. The Congreve 
rockets also did much execution; these'destruc-
tive instruments were thrown from boats prepared 
for the purpose, 	this continued till 	midnight. 
At daylight in the morning of the 3d,,, the firing 
was renewed, and continued on both sides during 
the day, relaxing towards the evening. 	It was 
renewed on the 4th, when both sides displayed 
their best efforts; the town was on fire in seve-
ral places, and at forty minutes past four, one 
of the churches fell. 	On the 5th, at five . A . Iti. 

home of our batteries ceased firing; and at three 
p. m. the fife of the enemy was silenced. 	On the 
6th, the town was still burning ; providentially 
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the wind was light,, and by great exertions, three , 	• 
quarters of the .city were saved from. Vital confla: 
gration ; but a dreadful havoc was made, and a 
timely surrender saved the miserable inhabitants. 
from the'horrors Of a general conflagration... 	On ( 
the night of the 5th, it appears by Admiral Gam-
bier's letter; that a flag of truce:had been sent out; 
with proposals for an armistice, to settle terms of 
capitulation. 	Some difficulty ensued in conse- 
quence of the peremptory demand of the Admiral 
and General, that the delivery of the Danish fleet 
into our hands should be' the.  sine qua non. 	To, 
these hard , conditions the DaneS atlength were 
forced to submit, and the British troops took pos- - • 
session of. the citadel 	of Copenhagen, and the 	: 
crown battiries, while. our: ships of war moved 
into the arsenal, and immediately commenced the. 
work of dismantling that noble repository of ship-- 

J 	. 	- ping and -stores ; one of the' finest and most coin-, 
plete establishments of the kind at that time in 
Europe.  

Lord Ctthcart in his letter to the secretary ,of 
state; says, " The object of securing the Danish 
fleet having been attairied,every thing of a ten-
dency to wound the feelings, or irritate the nation, 
has been avoided ; and althotigh the bombardmentz  
and .cannonade have made considerable havoc in 
the town, not a shot was fired' into it till after it, 
was summoned, with the offer' of the most favour, 

1 	r 

able terms which existing circumstabOs would , 
admit."  
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The capitulation was conducted by Major-ge-

neral . Sir Arthur Wellesley, Sir Home Popham, 
' and Lieutenant-colonel Murray, by whom it was 
signed, in the might of the 6th, and 7th. 

The British grenadiers, with detachments from 
all the other corps present, marched into the cita-
del, with two brigades of artillery, the whole under 
the command of Colonel Cameron, 'of the seventy- 
ittinth.regiment. 	Major-general Spencer, with-his 
brigade, landed at the dock-yard, and took pos-
session of the line of battle ships, and of the 
arsenal. 

In justice to the British government it should 
.: be observed, that when the commanders-in-chief 

were prepared by land and sea to carry .the inten-
tions of their royal master into effect, by bom-
barding the city of Copenhagen, until  the fleet 
should be delivered up to his disposal, and even 
during the operatil-ms of the siege, they tried 
every method which humanity could suggest, to 
induce the Danish government to comply with 
their deniands, without having recourse io arms, 
with . which they were so amply supplied. 	For 
this purpose, on the 1st of September, they ad-
dressed a lettek to the governor, stating that, his 
majesty, the king of Great Britain, had used every 
means in his'power to settle the question through 
his diplomatic servants ; and, that at the moment 
when the troops were before the town, and the 

. batteries were ready to open, they renewed the 
offer of the same advantageous and conciliatory 

vot.. iv. 
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terms,'which 'were proposed through his,MajeSty's 
ministers. 	 - 

They again demanded the surrender- of the fleet, 
which they promised 'should be • restored .:in as 
good a 'state 'as itr was'received, whedeVer a gene-
ral peace ,shOuld 'remove the necessity for its;.fai'-: 
tiler detention. 	 .  . 

They declared that every species of property 
taken. •since ' the :commencement of hostilities; 
should be restored to its owners; but that if their; 
offer was -rejected,: it could not. be  renewed; :ancl-, 
that the public and private property must belong 
to the captors,;:and the City, when 'taken, 'must 
§hate the fate of conquered places. 	. 	- 

-.To this communication. General Peymann re-
plied :• 

MY LORDS, 	 , 
. ()Du fleet, our indisputable property, we are convinced is as 

safe in his Danish Majesty's hands, As it ever 'can. be in thoie 
orthi king of England, as.our master never intended any'bos-: 
tility against yours. 	• 	 . 

If you are cruel enough to endeavour to destroy a city which 
has never girven you any 'the least cause fOr such treatment at 
your hands, it must submit to its fate ; but honour and duty bid-
us reject a proposal unbecoming an independent power,. and we 
are resolved to repel any attack, and defend ,to the utmost, the 
city and our good cause, for which we are . . ready to laydowd . 	• our lives. 	• 	' 	- 	' 	. 	' 	- 

The only proposal. in my power to•make, in. order Ai, prevent • 
farther effusion of blood, is to send to my 'royal master for 
learning his final resolution with respect to the contents .of'yoiii 
letter, if you will grant a passport' for that purpose. 	•- 	• 	f 

• (Signed) • 	FEYMANN. ii 
- .1st. September, 1807. 	 ' 	 • 	• . 	. 
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. 	To this request the Commander-in-chief cbuld 
not accede, 'and the siege went on. ' Copenhagen 
was nearly destroyed; her fleet taken away, her' 
arsenals dismantled. 	Sixty sail of valuable flier-.  
chantinen were taken in the Sound and Cattegat; 
besides an immense number in the North seas, 
and other parts of the world; and the 	whole 
were considered as the lawful prizes of the c4-., 

' tors': besides these, Denmark lost All her colonied . 	• in the East and West Indies. 
His Majesty's order in council, of • November 

1807, gives farther reasons for his ordering these 
'decided measures against' the commerce of the 
north of Europe. 	The blockade of the British, 
islands, declared by Bonaparte, is replied to ,by 
an' order to blockade every port in•the world, 
under the control of France, from which the 
tritishflag was excluded. The differenCe between 
the King of Great Britain, and the Emperor Napo-
leon on this occasion, was, that while his Britannic 
Majesty had a fleet to enforce his commands, the 
orders of the emperor were a mere dead letter, the 
impotent effects of weakness, rage, and 'despair. 

The following are the articles of capitulation for • 
the town and citadel of Copenhagen : 

I. The troops of his Britannic Majesty to be put into posses-
sion of the citadel. 

II. A guard of British troops to be put into possession of the 
dock-yard.. 	. 
' III. The ships and vessels of war of every deserilition;with all the 
naval stores belonging to his Danish Majesty, shall be delivered 

t2 
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intd the 	barge of such. Odom as shall•le ,appointed ,114.the 
commander-in-phiet to reeekve them., 	1 , 	 __. 	- 01.,•_1  

1V. The store-ships and transports in the service of his,Britifi= 
ine Majesty, td b& allOwed, if •necessarY; to' come-intd the hail 
hour,; for the purpose. of embarking' suck stores and 'troops as 
they may have brought into .the island. 	 .• 	I 	1 .11, , ; 
, 	V. As soon as'the ships 'shall' have been removed from the 
dock-yard, Or within six weeks from the date ()flint; eapitnlatiOth 
or sooner, if possible, the troops of his Britannic Majesty shall 
deliver up the citadel to the troops of his Danish Majesty, in 
the state in which if shall be found when they occupy it. 4 His 
Britannic Majesty's• troops shall likewise, within the befOremete= 
tioned time, or sooner if possible, be embarked from the island 
of Zealand. 	 - 	r • 	 `1 Vi. ' From the date of this capitulation, hostilities shall cease 
through out.  the Wand of Zealand. 	 1 • 	-_ if 

VII. All persons whatever, and all property, publicpr private, 
!with the exception of the ships and vessels of war, and the naval 
stores before mentioned, belonging to his Danish MajestYlliall 
be respected ;• and all civil and military officers in the service of 
his, Danish Majesty shall continue in the full exercise 'of they 
authority, throughout the island of Zealand.; and everything 
shill he done which shall tend to produce Pinion knd harmony 
between the two nations. 	 • 	 I I ft 

,VIII, All prisoners taken on both sides to ,be mutually se,- 
stored. ' 	 : 

IX. •Any English property that may have been sequestered; in 
,consequence of existing hostilities, shall be restored •to:,tbe 
owners. 

'1 	k i' This capitulation shall be ratified by the respective com;- 
, matide'rs4ns-chief, and the ratification shall be exchanged ficfore 
,twelve o'clock at, noon,, this day. 	 i f 	t 	)1 

Done at Copenhagen, this 7th day of September; 1807. 	, r (Signed) 	ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
HOME POPHAM: 4.2.1  

MURRAY -I  , 	 GEORGE 	 1 . 	, 	• 	1 	' Ratifie par moi, 
' '' PEYMANN. 	• 

, 	• 	i• 	. 	i 	 ri 	1 

,.In taking a strict inspection, of the Danish ships 
we .were somewhat disappointed at the ,state in 
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which' they . were found, and from 'the-age of the 
generality, much could 'not have been expected 
from them. 	They would, however, have served to, 
cover an invasion, .and as such were worthy..of our 
notice. This was.not all; ' had Denmark, in a state 
4, doubtful neutrality,, possessed eighteen sail Of 
the line in•her arsenals, ,ready to put tosea, -Great 
Britain must have kept a like force either' at Gat 
tenburg, or. cruising between the, Naze, and, tie 
iScaW:' 	" 	 toil 

The devastation committed in the city of doi,k-
hagen by the bombardment, was far More ,serious 
than any thing which it might have suffered-in' 'the 
(memorable battle of April, 1801. 	From thet4 `Of 
a tower, well known by its spiral .road, and gentle 
ascent, the author beheld, in October, 1807, the 
'ins, of one quarter at least of that beautiful city. 
Whole streets were level with the 'ground ; eigh-
teen 'hundred houses were deitroyed; the principal 
'church was in ruins, and almost every house i in 
the) town . bore some' 'marks of • violence; about 
fifteen hundred of the inhlbitants lost their lives, 
:and' a vast number were wounded. 	The Danes 
certainly defended themselves like men, and left to 
%he English the poignant regret that malice, and 
the insatiable ambition of Bonaparte, had made-. 

•this gallant people our enemies. In the capture of 
this city, a strong contrast forces itself upon our 
minds, between the conduct of the French and 
"En'gliSh on; similar 'occasions: the French, wlien- 
&et they gained admission of a town bylorce \of 
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arms, never 'failed' to exercise the.utmostrigotirs 
of war, accompanied by every species of atrocity. 
Look at Belgium, Italy, Spaip, Germany,' Swit- 
zerland, 	Egypt, Holland, Poland, and Russia. 
The English, on the contrary, were remarkable for 
honour, justice, and benevolence, Awards those 
whom the fortune of war had placed in their power. 
Yet the -French on leaving those countries :were 
generally .more. regretted than the. English. 	The 
reason seems to have been, that the • French were 
supposed to' have -the power;  of "renewing .their 4  
visits; and policy induced their enemies to Wear at 
least the 'appearance of 'sorrow at their 'departure, 
and joy at their return. 	 . 7 1 ' 

List of the ships and vessels delivered up' by. the tapitulation of 
Copenhagen to his Majesty's forces : 	• 	. 	, 

When 	 When 
Ships of the line.- 	Ouns. built. 	• 	Frigates. 	Otnis.• built. 

Christian VII. 	96 1803. 	Pearlen • • . ; • • l• ,•:.• 	444 , AciaN• 
Neptune 	 84 1798. 	Housewife 	 44 1789•. 
Waldemar 	 84 1798. 	Liberty 	 44 1793. 

'Princess Sophia 	 ' 
Frederica 	 74 1775. 	Iris 	 • .. 44 1794. 

Justice 	 74 1777. 	Rota 	 .44 1801- 
Heir Apparent 	 74 1782. 	Venus '• • '• • 	• 	44 1805: 
Crown P. Frederick • 74 1784. 	Naiaden • • • ., • • • • 	36 1796. 
Fuen 	. 	74 1787. 	Triton 	, -• 	28.179q. 
Odin 	• 	 74 1788. 	Frederickstein• • • 4.  28 1800. 

. 	 Three Crowns 	 74 1789. 	Little Belt 	W. 180x. 
Skiold 	,.,  ' 	, 74 1792. 	St. Thomas . ,. ••;• • 22 1770. 
CrownPrince.ssMaria 74 1792. 	Fylla 	 24 1.E102., 
Danemark ' 	 74 1794. 	Elbe 	  20 1800. 
Norway 	• 	74 1800. 	Eyederrn 	 • 20' 180. 
Princess Caroline • • • • 74 1805. 	G,I uckstadt 	 20' 1804, 
Ditinarsden   64 1780. 	 Brigs. 	. 	,1  • , 
Conqueror   64 1795. 	Saipe • 	 18 1791. 
Mars 	  64 1784. 	Olotniuen• • . • • • 4 • 18 1791. 
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' 	 _,.!  	Brig?. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	i I 	.' -' 
Ned Elven  	1,8 5.7p:; .1.  

4.  	 . Courser. • 	* 	14 1861 . 
Mercure 	 ,18 i 8061 
FlyIng Fish  , 	-47(1.9. 

Ga 	Boats. 
' 	Il with two guns in the bow. 

. 	. 14. With, one gun in the boxy-and one in thestern. 
• . 	• 	.. 	, 	 . 

As :the period drew near when, by the-expira-
tion p£ the six weeks stipulated in the capitulation, 
'the British troops were ..to , evaeuate_ the island, 
it was found that much .confusion and htrrry must 
arise, for . want _ of that. time, which, in• the darof 
danger, the. Danes would have extended, inde-
finitely, and, now refused to prolong for one houi.: 
The ships were drawn. out of.the basin, the :timker 
and stores embarked, the transports loaded with 
troops.; and as the winter approached the utmost 
anxiety prevailed to get the convoys, and. the half . 
manned ships.of war, through the dangerons,navi.i 
gation of the Sound, the Sleeve, and the Cattegat. 
. Nor was. the period of final 'embarkation viewed 

without some degree of anxiety, lest . an attack 
'should be, made on our rear-guard by the enraged 
Danes, 	The whole. was:however managed with 

'great precision; not the smallest confusion ensued ; 
nor was ant insult offered to the brigade of guards, 
the last which quitted the unhappy shore. 	"In 
the. space of .six weeks!' says Admiral Gambier, 
in A. letter to the Honourable Wellesley Tole 
" sixteen sail of, the .line, nine frigates, fourteen 
sloops, of war, besides. gun-boats. and smaller Nes- 
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sel§,1 have. ;been' fitted, for, sea,! and all 1 the large 
ships ,laden';with masts, yatds,/ timberl and other 
stores from; the 'arsenal,'-whence also.-,ninety,twO 
cargoes have been . shipped' on 'board. of ;tram-
ports, and. other. vessels chartered for thd purpose', 
the sum,,of whose burden exceeds twenty thod, 
sand tons. 	A; considerablp, number of masts and 
spars.have .been put on board. the Leyden; and In 
flexible, and. , some. valuable . stores' onboard. His 
Majesty's :.ships: r, 	In nine days, fourteen ;.sail of 
the line' were brought out;of the-harbour, although 
Many .of them; 'required; and;:received, . from bUir 

" ihipWrights, considerable repairs: - Two. ships on 
the' stocks were. taken .to  - pieces,' and: their,  ipfin- 
Cipal timbers brought. away, . and. a third.being.in  a 
state of forwardness, was. sawed in several -placed, 
and, •suffered to (fall over-;, two frigates; were also 
destrOyed:; Rear-admiral .Essington;stiperiritended 
the embarkation Of;the troops-  and.stores. .. • 1 	1,, . 

While the Britishi fleet and .army were. convey-
ibe. the navy .and. the .commerce of the,  Danes 
from their own .shores, Vice-admiral 'Russel, who 
commanded .the fleet; off the Teal, had,  taken 
possession .of the island of Heligoland, formerly 
belonging.. to, the .senate of Hamburgh. 	The-,p6-
sition Of this island,  is singularly adapted ',by 
'nature as a .barrier to the- shoals at the mouths; of 
the Elbe, the Weier, the. Emms, and the Eirdelt, 
while its' posiession .was of:essential ,importance 
to the commerce of ..these rivers,. being,  the 

of the pilots„, the beacon_ to. guide them to 
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the ,entiatice bf..these pores,. :'and 'by:which they 
were enabled 'to avoid, the. dangeiS: of alio, &:teigh: 

' . iscitiridg.coast: 	The' Governor at :first threatened. 
resistance.) Lord Falkland; captain of the Quebec 
frigatepllid 1prepared to 'attack• it.; 	but whey} 
Admiral Russel approached .in. - the , Majestic,: of 
iseventy,foUt gunsi a capitulation was. immediately 
sittied,. a' British governor was' appointe‘and the 

',Wand .now. continues in our possession 	, i -r: pa 
1. The Channel fleet continued under the command 
'of the Earl of ,St. .Vincent,, until rthe -month.mf 
'February, .when :his. Lordship retired, im.. account 
'.of ill ihealth. 	Sir Jameg Saumarez was-ordered 
outia_a frigate to assume.. the temporarocorarname 
,in,the 'absence of Sir Charles Cotton., 'Ilie , French. 
Sleet remained blocked up ,intheir ,ports;; „and so 
successful had been our squadrons on, itlie.:coO.sti 
that the trade of the enemy was nearly annihilated,: 
capture or r destruction awaited them, with ,very 
few,  exceptions, wherever they appeared, between 
,onei.port and another; the little capital of ,their 
4 Merchants was .embarked under neutral flags, and 
ias we Wive before i observed, not unfrequently 
.insured, ,though at. an enormous premium, 	in 
Lyndoh. The 'war was transferred from the ocean 
,to the ,courts, *of admiralty,. and, ',from. , the . very 
circumstance of-the insurance, the gentlemen, of 
the long robe, reaped a better harvest than th,o$e 
:of,the sword.,  The orders in council were attacked 
and defended with; as much 1 violence, as the ,com- 

. 	anerce ,of the enemy. Napoleon, Wort he cleclated 
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England' n a itatc•of blockade,: should -have, pro-
vided a navy to execute hiS commands. 
' 	.The number of seamen voted for the service of 
the•year--1807, -was one hundred and twenty thou-
sand;  to which by a subsequent vote ten.  thousand 
inorewere added; not because the King of Holland, 
following the example Of his brother *Napoleon, 
had echoed hiS blockade decree,-  but because the 
British government was resolved to let the nations 
ofEtifope,  sed,that though.we could be merciful, 
it livag:ii'cit 'for want of the power of annoyance. , 

0  !As. Napoleon advanced his conquests. into Pm.- 
fugal, lie increased in the insolence of .his deinands: 
Froth On act of Oppiession he went on to another; 
working-his own ruin with inconceivable rapidity. 
Tlli 'Berlin-decree was thought to have exceeded 
in vidlencef any thing that could have been pro, 
duced: to the world as a 'state, paper. 	But in 
November and DeceMber, 1807, we were favoured 
with those of Milan, the last of , which, after the 

_ usual torrent of abuse against Great Britain, has 
in Substance- the following article : " That every 
ship;  - of whatever nation, which should have sub-
niitted-to- be searched. by a British cruiser, or 
have been a voyage to England, should for that 
gone be declared 	denationalized,' and should in 
‘con§equelictit, become lawful prize to the French 
cruisers.' 	, 	- 	- 	 . 	• 	, 	. 	• 

- The-tritith islands are by, the .same :decree , • 
again declared in • a state of blocka9le: " Every 

. ship, -of whatever nation, sailing from*the. ports of 
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England,_ or her colonies, or to countries occupied 
by-  Byitish troops, _is good 'and lawful ,pr*.",--- 
" These 'measures," says the tyrant, ' ,are resorted 
to only in just retaliation of the barbarous policy 
of England; which assimilates its legislation to-  that 
of Algiers; they shall cease to have any effect with 
respect, to all the nations who shall have the firm- 
neSS to -.make :the English government` • respect 
their flag; they shall continue inlorce as. long as 
that government does not return to • the principle 
of the law of nations.!' 	 • 	• , 	•• , 	.  

This .celebrated decree was coeval, hut did. not 
produce the crisis which - had been some time 
expected in Portugal, 	It will be remembered, 
that in the autumn of the preceding: year; the Earl 
of St. Vincent had been sent with- a squadron of 
eight.sail_of the line to assist the Prince. Regent 
of that country, in defending his dominions against 
the French or if that was deemed, impracticable, 
to convey his Royal Highness, with his family; 
suite, and effects, to Rio Janeiro. • The.  offer was at 
that time declined; but in this year, Rear-admiral 

ir Sidney Smith was.  sent out .with similar proi- 
,posals. 	As the armies of France had passed the 
frontiet, and the danger was pressing, the Prince 
decided to embark on board. of his-own fleet, and 
go, to South America: with the assistance of the 
British Admiral, the flight of the royal family 
of Braganza, from their hereditary dominions, was 
finally accomplished. 	 . 	%.. 	. 

In the month of December, Captain J. L. Yea, 

   
  



I • 

' 124. 	 PORTMA.L.1 . 	 p£407. 
• 

of Ithes Constaned; of, twenty-four: gins, .arrived' at 
the .Admiralty,r with dispatches from .Rear-admiral 
Sir Sidtley Smith, 'dated on the 6th; and stating 
that the Phil& Regent. of Portugal; withrthe 
whole of t the 'royal family, had embarked 'for :the 
Brazilsion board of his own. squadron. 	The Poit 
tuguese 'fleet was attended by' a British squadron 
tinder the..command of. Captain Graharril Moore; 
of ttlie ,,Marlborough, of seventy-four guns: 	The 
London of ninety-eight, Mdnarch and Bedfoid, of 
'seventy-four guns each,,  also accompanied lint 
One Portuguese ship. of. the line Was )sent.+.to 
Plymouth, arid the Vasca de Gama, a fine:ship; 
but 'not ready for sea; left in the Tagus;wiih eight 
Russiati 'ships, of the line, three :of which.  only 
were fit .for,sea service. 	, 	, - 	_ 	I 	. 	r 	I 

We are 'now to view the affairs of the,  whole 
peninsula in a very different and far more-Interest-
itig light, than we have hitherto done,. A part of. 
the letter of. Lord Strangford to 'Mr.- Canning. iS 
,Worthy.  of being transcribed, as thoroughlyt,de-
igetiptive:ofth4 politicS and circumstances attend 
Ing the great migration. 	It states that the Prince 
Vont had retired from a kingdom which he could 
11'6 longer retain, but as th'e vassal of Fran'ae..Thle 

' event was not (he' says) to be' attributed soleV 
tol the appearance Of a- French I army within,  the 
Trontievof Portugal, but the genuine result Of,  the 
systeth of persevering.  confidence bnd moderatiot 
adopt 	-by-His (Britannic) Majesty Iowa tds- thlit 
country. 	. 
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I). The. Rear=admiral had frequently, And, distinctly, 
stated to the .cabinet: ,of LiSbon,; that in,agreeing 
pato,  resent thesexclusion'iof British commerce. 
from :the ports; of . P.ortugal, ,his Majesty had sekt 
hausted (the. means of forbearance ;, that, in. making 
that coneession to the 'peculiar _circumstances of 
thei:Prince, Regent's situation, his, Majesty had 
done !all :that_ friendship; and the rethembrance , of 

- 	' ancient alliance, • could justly require; but that'w 
'single step beyond this: line: of modified hostility.  

- must ;necessarily lead to, the ,extremity of actual 
war The Princellegent, hoWever, suffered him= 
sclf. for 4,raoment to forget ithat, in the, existing 
state of Europe! no country could be the enemy of 
Anglaiid, with impunity. 	,On . the 8th of Novelty. 
ber, his Royal- Highness was induced;‘, sign ,an 
to'rdei, for the detention, of the few British subjects, 
and .oflAhe inconsiderable portion of British,  tarot 
perty, still remaining at Lisbon: ;On the' publica-.  
Cop., of this paper, Lord- Strangford ordered the 
arms of England to be taken down from, the gates 
of his residence, demanded his passports, presented 
a final remonstrance toi. the. court, and proceeded 
10, . the British squadron. 	When ;on board ,_the. 
Hibernik, he advised the Admiral to, institute, the 
blockade, which was approved. of by the British 
government, !The effect of this decided measure 
was a renewal of negotiation, in which a proposal 
,was made,  by his Lordship, that the, Portuguese 
ships of war, should be surrendered to; his Majesty, 
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or.that they. should be etriplOyed - in -rdmov4ig the 
Prince • Regent. and 'family to 	the 'Brazils.;-. His 
Majesty being determined that if those-ships could
not be :instrumental in saving the royal family of 
Braganza, they should. not fall into .the hands 'of 

_ the French, 	‘.T1161 Prince Regent," says,  Lori' 
Strangford, ‘:‘ wisely directed all his apprehensions 
to a Frerich.,:arrny, .and his . hopes - to ati English 
fleet ;:he receivel the most explicit assurance from 
me, that ;his Majesty would gracioully overlook 
those' acts of unwilling and momentary hostility;  
to which ins:Royal Highness's consent had been. 
extorted ;_and, I proinised, on thefaith of My Sm.: 
reign, that the British squadron-before the Tagus. 
should, be. employed-  to protect his' retreat from 
Lisbon; and his". voyage to the 'Brazils.."—A. This 
morning, Nbiember 29," continues. his Lordship, 
‘-‘ the Portuguese fleet :left the Tagus. I .had th6 
honour..:to accompany the Prince in -his passage 
oNterlthe bar. 	The -fleet Consisted of eight sail of 
the: line;: foui large. frigates, several armed -brigs; 
Sloops,. and. 'corvettes, and a number of Brazil 
ships, amounting to about thirty sail in all; .as they 
passed through the. British Squadron, 'his Majeity'S 
ships-  fired a salute.  of twenty-one guns,. which was 
returned With an , equal number. A more interest' 
ing spectacle: than that afforded by the junction of 
the two fleets has been rarely beheld.' To this 
scene' the French army, on. the hills near the tea: 
Past Were. the,  ' witnesses ; 'what their emotions 
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may have been, it 'is' • useless to inquire :- •thoit 
probably they saw with regret the departure of 

i the Prince and a vast treasure, conveyed away in 
the fleet. Could • that_ fleet. by any means..3have 
been placed within their control; how little, of the 
property would. hare been retained by the lawful 
owners. .. The unhappy exiles, after completing 
few. necessary arrangements, - shaped their. couree. 

' for Madeira, and bade adieu (most -of them for 
- ever) tojheir native land. . 

. 	 . 
,List of the Portuguese ships which came out of the Tagus, 

with the Royal Family, November 29th,1807. 
1 	, 

Ships.' 	. 	.Guns. Frigaiei. 	. 	Guns. 
Principe Real 	' 	• 	. 84 	Minerva 	 ' 	 44 
Rainlia de. Portugal  • ' 	-74 	Golfinho 	• - - 	" 	t6 	• 
Conde Henrique • - • i. •••• • -74 	Urania • • .4 	 - .. 	r 	, 32 
Meduza   	'74 	One other, name unknown, and 

' Principe de Brazil 	 74 	Three corvettes 4.22 guns. 
Alfchizo d'Albuquerque• 4' 64 	• 	. 
Juan de Castro 	 • • 	64 
Martino,de rreitas 	 64 .. 	„.  . 	 • 

Ships which remained. at Lisbon, and fell into the hands of 
the French. 	„ 

Ships. 	Guns.  

	

St.' Sebastian • •-• .. 64 	requirin.
t' 
 much repair • 

	

Maria Prima • • • • 74 	floating battery 	.. 

• , Vasca de Gama .• • 74 	under repair, and nearly ready 
. 	Pxincesa de Beira • 64 	floating- battery 

And five frigates quite worn out. 
. 	 . 

'• Captain Graham Moore, of the Marlborough 
reteived..an order. from Rear-adnifral.Sir Sidney 
Smith; 'to. hoist a broad pendant the moment . he 
should have passed: the island' of Madeir-a: , I This 
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island,- in consequence of the politics of theparent 
state, was soon to bear the British flag. 	A squa-
dron under the command of Rear-admiral. Sir 
Samuel Hood; and a land force under Major-gene-,  
ral,Beresford, were sent out to take possession of, 
and to keep it until the issue of the contest should 
be decided between France and England. .The 
island, though nominally a Portuguese settlement,' 
has such.a predominance of British property upon 
it, that the natives are in their hearts English, and— 

. consequently its surrender immediately followed 
the summons. .The ships employed on this service, 
were the Centaur, seventy-four, flag, 	Captain 
W. H. Webley (naw Parry) ; York, seventy-four, 
R. Barton.; Captain, seventy-four, Isaac Wolley; 
Intrepid, sixty-four; 'Africaine, Shannon, Alceste, 
and Success, frigates. 	 , 

Lord Cochrane having been removed from the. 
Pallas to  the Imperieuse, of thirty-eight guns, 
returned again to the Bay of Biscay ; and when off.  
the Basin of Arcasson, sent his boats into that 
port, to bring out whatever vessels might be found 
there. 	Lieut. Mapleton, who-  led the attack, first 
landed, and stormed the fort of. Roquette; at the 
entrance of the harbour, spiked the artillery which 
consisted of four thirty-six pounders, two field- 
pieces, and a thirteen-inch mortar, 	burnt the 
carriages, destroyed the ammunition, and laid the 
fort in ruins. „Raving thus disarmed the place; he 
hrought, out, , burnt, or destroyed, fifteen sail of 
vessels, loaded with merchandise. 
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Rear-admiral ' Sir  Richard 	Strachan, in 	the 
Caesar, bldckaded Rochefort and Rochelle, lying 
at anchor in the Pertuis D'Antioche ; Captain 
Robert Barrie, in. the Pomone,- being under his 
orders, fell in with a French convoy of about , 
twenty-seven sail of small vessels, :- escorted by 
three brigs of war. 	To these he instantly gave A 
chase, but calms and light winds, prevented his' 

/cutting off more than fourteen sail of the:nierchant 
vessels, thirteen of which he brought out, and one' 
he destroyed : they.-were laden with stores and' 
provisions for .the fleet in Brest. 

In July, Captain Charles Mikes, in the Hazard ' 
sloop of •war, on. the same station, • fell iri, with ' 
another convoy. off the ,Pertuis Breton, and capil 
tured nine sail of them, laden and bound similarly f 
to the former.. 

As the events and transactions of the Channel 
were unimportant at the end of the year, Are shall I 
now present. our , readers with Bonaparte's cele-
brated manifesto, dated November 12. 

It states, -first, 'that England iiad . sent out fo.ur 
expeditions, viz:—." one against Constantinople, the '-
result of which had been the confiscation of all -the 
English merchandise, and the expulsion of their 
commerce from the Levant, with the loss of 'several 
ships, and • that the British admiral had been 
happy to find safety in flight." 

l' The second- was against Egypt, still, more. 
disastrous and disgraceful,: its army, defeated and 

vol... iv. 	 K 	' 	 r  
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surrounded on its march, lost near four thousand 
chosen men. 	In vain did England break down 
the dykes, cut through canals, and inundate that 
unhappy country, in order to secure themselves in 
Alexandria : the Pacha arrived from Cairo on the 
22d of September, defeated them, and obliged 
them to surrender. 	It is difficult to find a more 
humiliating expedition." 

" The third, against Buenos Ayres and Monte 
Video. 	Ten thousand men failed in an attack on 
an unfortified town, and were toe happy to be 
allowed to return."  

" The fourth was the most notorious. It was tjiat 
of Copenhagen, the most atrocious of which history 
can preserve a -remembrance. 	Why, it is asked, 
did England evacuate the place when the Danes 
refused to ratify the capitulation, and the engage-
ment nolonger existed? because they were aware 
of their weakness and inability by'land; the ap-
proach of the season when the ice would render 
the arrival of the Danish.troops probable, deter-
mined them prudently to take to flight." . 

From these four defeats the manifesto goes on 
to infer, that " the moral and military character of 
England was gone :" it points out the state in 
which she had left Portugal ; " The Prince Regent 
loses his •throne by the intrigues of England; 
loses it because he would not seize upon. the 
English merchandise then at Lisbon. 	England 
sees this with indifference : in the midst of so 
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many disastrous events the committee of oligarchy, 
which direct its government, declare perpetual 

Disappointed of his rich prey at Copenhagen, 
the rage of Napoleon knew no bounds. 	He com- 
pares the conduct of our ministers on that occasion 
to Marat, and the worst times of the French revo-
lution ; and he consoles himself with the reflection, 
that no .port of egress was left for,  our ambassa-
dors from the Continent, but Trieste; that Austria 
had declared war against us; and that one hundred 
thousand letters, with bills of exchange, 'to the.  
amount of several millions sterling, had been inter. . 
cepted and detained on the Continent 

We have given but a very slight sketch of this 
document, and that merely to expose the folly and 
the falsehood of its author ; but as our readers 
have already seen the account, in this wort, of the' 
battle of Trafalgar, as circulated and believed on 
the Continent, they will readily conclude, that 

• 

Napoleon thought nothing too gross for the palate 
of the people who had submitted with, placid 
resignation to his arbitrary power. 

We shall only offer a few remarks. 	That some 
triflipg losses were sustained in our Levant trade 
in 1806 and 1807, is doubtless true; but the in-
tercourse with Turkey was not entirely suspended, 
as may be seen by a reference to Moreau's Tables, 
and other authentic works ; no ship was lost except 
the Ajax, and surely the tyrant could not mean to 
say that disgrace attached to that dreadful catas- 

x 2 
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trophe. That the force of the 'British squadron was- 
.totally incompetent to contend against the nume- 
rous batteries, fortresses, and armies, on the shores- 
of the Hellespont, is admitted • and proved ; but 
Who shall dare to say that the retreat of the British 
admiral was not both skilful and gallant. in the-
highest degree ?—who shall •sarthat a squadron of 
any other nation.  would have been equally daring_ 
and well-conducted ? 
• The Egyptian expedition' was disastrous 'no 

doubt, but there was no disgrace, there was no 
want of faith. We need not call to the recollection 
of -our readers, how little faith the Chief Consul: 
evinced, and how much disgrace he engroSsed to 
himself, on the fatal Egyptian. shore in 1799. 

The misfortunes which attended our arms in. 
South America are too well known to be denied, 
were we so inclined; but this is not our intention: 
we have stated the facts as they occurred: 	The 
valour of our. men was never more conspicuous ; 
their failure was owing to error in judgment on 
the part of their leader : and Napoleon in his exile 
might have remembered, ,that if British troops 
Were. forced 	by the Turks and. Spaniards to 
quit Egypt and South America, our soldiers 
drove. his legions out of Spain and Portugal, 
overthrew him in Belgium, and confined him to 
the rock of St. Helena. 	The last great charge . 
against us, the attack on Copenhagen, we reserve 
for another place. 	At present we shall only ob- 
serve, that our crying sin was in having gone 
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before him. . ' Of the moral and military character 
of ,England .we shall say .nothing, because the 
events of succeeding years have completely falsi-
fied not only that but every other. assertion of our 
implacable - enemy. 	If France had . her Auster- 
litz and Jena, 'England had her Trafalgar and 
Waterloo. 	 . 

The full details of the pains and penalties at-
tached by Napoleon to the violation of his Berlin 
and Milan decrees, wilt be found among the 
official papers of the year 1807 ; and we will 
venture to say, that the ingenuity of the blackest 
heart never devised any thing more cruel, more 
void of every principle of justice, of humanity and 
policy, than the decree of the 17th of December, 
1807.  

The feeble descendants of Othman, who held 
the reins of the Turkish empire at Constantinople, 
trembled at the arrival of every courier from the 
North; and the wavering, policy of the Sultan, 
Selim the Third, was decided by the account of 
the battle of Austerlitz. Sebastiani, who in 1805 
had quitted Constantinople in resentment at the 
scorn with which Napoleon was treated on his• 
assumption of the purple, now returned, and was 
met with the most flattering salutations. 	A dis-
cussion had taken place between Russia and the 
Porte, in 1806, on the nomination of the Hospodars 
of Moldavia and Wallachia : these officers, by a 
former treaty, were not to be removed without the 
consent of Russia; but the French ambassador, 
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after the successes of his master, found no diffi-
culty.in obtaining their dismissal from the Turkish 
.government. 	The Emperor of Russia having 
refused to ratify the treaty signed by M. D'Oubril, 
Sebastiani acquainted the Ottoman government, 
that the object of that treaty was to secure the 
Porte against the attacks of Russia, by removing 
the latter from the Mediterranean; by restoring 
Ragusa to independence under the protection of 
Turkey, and cutting off all communication with the 
Montonegrians and revoltedaServians. This treaty, 
the artful minister further insinuated, would leave 
the French armies in Dalmatia and Albania a safe= 
guard to Turkey. All this was to be considered by 
the Turks as a most disinterested proof of regard 
on the part of Napoleon, " who never acted froi 
selfish motives !" In return for this kindness, he de-
manded that the Bosphorus should be shut against 
Russian Ships of -war, or those of any other nation 
carrying warlike stores or provisions •; that it could 
not be opened -without hostility to France, and 
without giving the armies of Napoleon the right 
of a passage over the Turkish territories; to attack 

.the Russians on the banks of the 'Dneister : the 
French Minister concluded by observing, 	that 
France had a large army in Dalmatia for the pro.-
tection of Turkey, unless compelled by her to 'use 
it in a different manner. 	To this communication 
an immediate categorical answer was desired. 
The Sublime Porte became alarmed : the British 
and Russian ministers on one side, the French on 
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the other, all thgeatening the vengeance of their 
courts, when it was decided 'by the Turkish 
governMent to reinstate the Hospodars ; but the. 
court of St. Petersburg, either not having heard - 
of this concession, or determined on a war, sent 
an army into Moldavia, under General Michaelson, 
who took possession of Benda, Chokzin, and 
Jassi, on the 23d of November, 1806. 	This was 
probably done to counteract the ascendancy which 
Bonaparte had acquiredsby his army in Dalmatia. 
The Russian minister at Constantinople was left 
without any instructions, for some time; the Porte 
was still unwilling to commence hostilities, but the 
people were clamorous for war : a Russian brig, 
charged with dispatches for the minister, was 
seized in the straits of the Bosphorus, and her 
dispatches destroyed. 

Mr. Arbuthnot, the British minister at Con-
stantingple, wrote an account of these events to 
Lord Collingwood, assuring him that the Turks 
were more afraid of a British squadron than of a 
French army i and that  the appearance of our 
ships before the city would produce a great effect 
on any negotiation which might be pending. The 
Admiral immediately dispatched Rear - admiral 
Sir Thomas Louis, in the Canopus of eighty guns, 
and. two other ships of the line, with a frigate. Sir 
Thomas had not been long there Wore Italinski, 
the- Russian minister, found it necessary to ask his 
protection. 	War was declared by the Turks 
against Russia. 	Sir Thomas Louis received, the 

   
  



136 	• 	DARDANELLES. 	 [1807. 

Russian minister, and retreated in the Canopus 
• down' the Dardanelles, leaving the • Endymion to 
attend the British embassy. - 	 . 

It was highly expedient at that time that peace 
should be preserved between Russia and the 
Porte; and as the presence of our squadrons was 
supposed to contribute to that object, the British 
government approved of the steps taken by Lord 
Collingwood, and directed him to reinforce Sir 
Thomas Louis with two more ships of the- line. 
His, Lordship sent•  Sir John Duckworth with five 
more; but before his arrival, Mr: Arbuthnot, our 
minister, had been forced to quit Constantinople, 
and having embarked on board the Endymion, 
proceeded to join Sir Thomas Louis off Tenedos. 

The French army in Dalmatia amounted to fgrty, 
thousand men, under the command of Marmont, 
-who, by an arrangement with' the Austrian govern-
ment, had- secured a free passage for his troops 
,through Italy, so that• the armies in Friouli and 
Dalmatia might mutually support each other. 

Sir John Duckworth was ordered to second the 
negotiations of the English minister, but in the 
event of his having qUitted Constantinople, or 
that the negotiations should have ceased, he was 
directed to take such a position as would ensure a 

. compliance with his demands, which, in few words, 
were like those sent to Copenhagen—" a surrender 
of the fleet and arsenal." 	It will be shown that 
the British Vice-admiral had not _the- means of 
enforcing this requisition. 
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Some unavoidable -delay was unfortunately oc-

casioned in sending out the orders to Lord Col-
lingwood; they were put on board the squadron 
intended as a reinforcement to the Mediterranean 
fleet : these ships having been detained by con-
trary winds, his Lordship did not receive his 
dispatches till the 6th of January; and it was in-, 
timated to him, that the British squadron should 
wait for that of Russia 	under 	Rear-admiral 
Siniavin, but that officer did not join until the 
enterprise was abandoned.  

The squadron under the command of Sir John 
Duckworth,' consisted of— 

Ships. 	Guns. 	Commanders. 
1 The Royal George• 100 	Flag—Captain R. D. Dunn. 
. 2 Windsor Caitle • • • 	98 	Captain C. Boyles 

3 Canopus*  	'80 	Rear-Admiral Sir Thos. Louis 
4 Porn* 	80 	Rear-Admiral Sir Sidney Smith 
5 Ajax 	80 	Hon. H. Blackwood 
6 Repulse, 	74 	Hon. A. K. Legge 
7 Thunderer  	'74 	Captain I. Talbot 
8 Standard  	64 • Thomas Hervey 

Frigates.— Endymion 	38 	Hon. T. B. Capel 
Active• • • 	38 	R. H. Moubray 
Juno • • • • 	32 	Charles Richardson 

And Madras store-ship. 

Sir John Duckworth assembled a part of his 
ships at Malta, whence he sailed on r the 3d .of 

. February, with a fresh gale from the westward ; 
on the 6th made Cape Matapan, the southernmost 
extremity of the Morea : here he was joined by 
the Delight sloop of war; and passing between 
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Cerigo (ancient Cytherea) and the main land, came 
to the wind for the night, with an easy sail, under 
the lee of the 'island of Milo. 	On the 7th our 
ships were among the cluster of islands called the 
Cyclades, where they procured Greek pilots ; 
after which the Admiral shaped his course to go 
between Cape Doro, on the island of Negro-
pont, and the north-west point of the island of 
Andros. 	The Pomp& led through this passage, 
which she cleared at eleven o'clock at night, 
making signals to denote her situation: the whole 
squadron followed Without any accident. 	The 
night was very dark, and the wind 'strong froM 
the W. S. W. 	On the 8th and 9th they were 
in sight of the island of Tenedos ; the wind 
being easterly they made little progress. 	On 
the 10th the squadron anchOred in fifteen fa- 

- thorn water, between Tenedos and the main land 
of Asia Minor : here they found the Canopus, 
Thunderer, Standard, and Glatton ; also -the Me.-
teor and Lucifer bombs, which had parted com- 
pany on the night of the 7th. 	Every prepara- 
tion was made for battle, and Nelson's precau-
tion was not forgotten, to bend the sheet cables 
through the stern-ports. 	On the 11th, all being 
in readiness at half-past nine, A. M. the squadron 
weighed and stood for the passage of the Darda-
belles, between the south point of Gallipoli and 
the 	of Asia Minor ; but the wind suddenly 
shifting to the N. E. and blooding strong in heavy 
squalls, they were obliged to anchor in the west 
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part of Tenedos, bearing W. by S. and the entrance 
to the channel of the Dardanelles N. E. by E. 	• 

About a quarter past nine in the evening, the 
Ajax, of seventy-four guns, was seen to be in 
flames fore and aft, and was very soon burpt to 
the water's edge. 	The particulars of this tragical 
event are copied from the MS. narrative of the 
Hon. Captain Blackwood, her commander. • At 
nine o'clock in the evening there, was an alarm of 
fire in the after part of the ship : the Captain and 
officers went down to the cockpit, whence the 
smoke issued; they threw down a great quantity 
of water, but in three 'minutes found it impossible 
'for any. person to remain below, the men, with 
buckets of water in their hands, falling down from 
suffocation. 	The lower-deck ports were then 
ordered to be hauled up, to give vent to the smoke; 
but this adding to the force and fury of the 
flames,,they were closed again, and the hatchways 
covered over, in order to 'gain time for hoisting 
out the boats; nor was this measure resorted to 
until the destruction or 'the ship was inevitable : 
the carpenter had been ordered to scuttle the after 
part of the ship, but that, it1 ten minutes after the 
alarm was 'first given, Was found impracticable; 
and so dense was the smoke on deck at this time, 
that, though it was moonlight, the officers could* 
not see each other : all attempts, therefore, to 
hoist out the boats became ineffectual; the jolly. 
boat alone, having been got into the water, began. 
tor pick up the men who had jumped overboard. 
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The flames bursting up the main-hatchway, the 
Captain desired each man to provide for. his own 
safety: the ship at that moment was in one com-
plete volume of flame, from the centre of the 
booms to the taffrail: about four hundred of the 
crew were assembled on the forecastle, bowsprit, 
and spritsail-yard, whence Captain Blackwood 
jumped overboard, and was picked up when he 
ha'd been half an hour in the water, and taken on 
board the Canopus, much exhausted. 	Such was 
the fate of this noble ship, by a conflagration more 
rapid than had -ever been known, except in cases 
of instant explosion. If fortitude or courage could 
have saved her, she would have been saved. The 
court of inquiry in the first instance, and a court-
martial subsequently held, by order of Lord Col-
lingvvood, most honourably acquitted the Captain, 

- officers, and crew, of any blame. 	The cause of 
the fire- seems to have been a light which was 
left burning by the purser's steward in the bread- 

, room. 
The wreck drifted onshore, on the north side 

of the' island of Tenedos (so celebrated in classic 
history), where, at five o'clock in the morning, she 
blew up. 	The squadron anchored again before 
daylight, having by • its exertions saved about 
three hundred and fifty of the crew: two hundred 
and fifty were drowned. From that period till the 
18th, 'the ships were employed in regaining the 
anchtirs from which they had cut, and preparing 
for farther operations ; 	the 	weather continued 
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.very bad; and the wind being directly down -the,. 
channel,. prevented their advancing towards 'the 
city. 

On the 19th, the wind came to the southward : 
the squadron weighed at daylight, formed the line, 
and stood for the Dardanelles, and the Vice:ad-
miral made the signal to prepare forbattle. At eight 
o'clock, the squadron being M the narrowest part, 
the batteries on either. side began to fire on the 
Canopus, the leading ship; .and at thirty minutes 
past nine, the forts of Sestos and Abydos opened 
their fire, 	The ships received some damage, and 
the Admiral made the signal to prepare to anchor. 
At ten, the British squadron discovered that of the 
Turks at anchor, above the castles': it consisted 
of one ship of the line, four frigates, three corvettes, 
and some gun-boats. 	The hostile squadrons were 
so near before they were visible to each other, 
that the action began as soon as they -hove in 
sight. 	The Pomp& anchored with all sail set, 
between the ship of the line and the four frigates, 
and engaged them on both sides, until the whole 
of the Turks cut their cables and ran on shore. 
The Standard, -Thunderer, and Active, anchored, 
:and engaged the enemy at the same time : Sir 
Sidney Smith made the Active's signal to chase 
a Turkish frigate, Which she did, came up with 
and burnt, while the.Repulse worked up, and with 
the boats of the squadron boarded the sixty-four-
gun ship as she lay on shore, and set her on fire : 
by three o'clock the whole of them had blown up, 
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r xcept a corvette and a vessel loaded with artil- , 
lery, which were taken. 	Having performed this 
service, Sir Sidney Smith weighed, and: rejoined 
the Admiral. 

As soon as the squadron had passed the batteries 
on Pesques Point, which, though not perfectly 
finished, mounted thirty guns, the boats of the 
rear division with a large party of royal marines, 
under the command of Captain Nicholls, of that 
corps, landed and spiked the guns, but had riot 
time to effect the' destruction of the works. 	This 
was completed by Captain Mowbray of the Active; 
who remained at anchor, and with the boats of the 
Pompee, under the command of Lieutenants Car-
rol and Arabin, and Laurie of the marines, the 
redoubt was destroyed, and some of the guns 
brought away. 

- 	On the 20th, the squadron anchored off the 
Princes Islands in twenty fathoms water, the 
island of Antigona bearing N. E. 

The British squadron was now eight miles from 
the city of Constantinople : the Endymion ad-
vanced four miles nearer, having a flag of truce 
flying. A Turkish squadron, of five sail of the line 
and four frigates, came out of the harbour and 
anchored in the fair way. 	From the 20th to the 
26th, inclusive, the squadron.  was at anchor ; in 
tb,is 'situation flags of truce were passing and 
repassing. 

On the 27th, the Repulse, with the. Lucifer 
bomb, and the boats of the squadron, well:manned 

. 	, 
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and armed, stood in for Princes Islands : with three, 
great guns. they attacked a body of Turkish troops, 
who' appeared to be throwing up works : our 
people landed, and drove the enemy from their 
post, took their field-pieces, and destroyed the 
battery.. The boats of the squadron watched the 
motions of the enemy during the night, and a very 
large fire was seen in Constantinople. 	On the , 

..1st of March the Admiral weighed, and worked 
up with the whole squadron : the wind was at 
N.E. and moderate. When off the city they hove 

. to, in order to give the Turkish squadron an op-
portUnity of coming out to fight; if they wished to 
do so, and continued in that situation the remainder 
of the day and the following night, tacking occa., 
sionally. 	It now appeared that the presence of 

'the British squadron had no effect on the decisions 
of the Divan, for on the 2d we find all hope of 
an amicable arrangement was abandoned, as well 
as any farther design of attacking Constantinople. 
On that day, the wind being E. by S. the squadron 
cleared for action, and made sail in order of battle; 
the ships having the bomb vessels in tow, they 
stood down the Dardanelles, and . anchored off 
Pesques Point on the evening of the 2d. 

On the morning of the 3d, they weighed and again 
prepared for action;in close order of battle. 	At 
ten o'clock the battery on Point Pesques opened. 
on the Canopus, the leading ship, with a very 
heavy fire, and on all the others as they passed : 
this was returned by all but the Ponwee, who 
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reserved her fire for the forts of a still more for.: 
midable description. 

The -Point of Pesques is a promontory termi- 
nating in a shoal on the Asiatic side of the Darda-
nelles or Hellespont, and about four miles to the 
northward of the fort of Abydos ; nor is this the 
narrowest point. 	The Thracian Chersonesus also • 
(erminates in a point bending to the eastward, on 
which stands a fort or castle, close to the ancient 
Sestos ; at this point the distance from one side 
to the other may be nearly two miles, so that a 
common piece of artillery would throw a shot 
more than half-way across : our ships kept in 
mid-channel, the .Turks having possession of both 
sides: 	The ships passed the Point of Pesques, 
entered the basin which it forms with the point of. 
Sestos, leaving the fort of Abydos on their left 
hand : at forty minutes past ten, that fort opened 
its fire on the Canopus, still the leading ship, and 4  
on all the others as they passed. 	The fire was 
returned, but with what effect it is difficult to 
say ; the rapid change of position occasioned by a 
fair wind and current would prevent the certainty 
of aim, and almost the probability of striking an 
object, unless very near. 	At forty minutes past 
eleven, the whole squadron had passed this for-
midable line of batteries, and in the evening 
,anchored seven miles from the entrance of the 
channel. 

The ' damage sustained by our ships was very 
considerable, and, never since the invention of 
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artillery were shot of such magnitude fired against 
shipping, nor can there be the smallest reason to 
suppose that, with the force under his command, 
Sir John Duckworth could have made any im-
pression on the .city of Constantino))1e, had even 
the weather and current permitted him to place 
his. ships 'as he desired; but this never once oc- 

, ,curred. 	"The Turks," says Sir John Duckworth,* 
"had been occupied unceasingly in adding to the 
number of their forts :. the fire of the two castles 
had, on our going up, been severe; in returning, 
it was doubly formidable ; in short, had they been 
allowed, another week to complete their works 
throughout the channel, it would have been very 
doubtful whether a return would haye been open 
to us at all."  

The calibre of their guns could have been 
nothing short of two feet three inches in diameter, 
judging from the size of the shot. 	An officer, who 
visited the forts some time afterwards, assured the 
author, that he was one of five young midshipMen 
who, all at the same time, followed each other on 
their hands and knees into one of these guns, then 
loaded with a stone shot : this may 'enable us to 
form some idea of the dimensions of the piece, 
both as to length and breadth. 	It cannot be sup- 
posed that metal of this weight was ever trained 
or pointed at an object ; the gun lying in one fixed 
position, and commanding a point where the ship 
must necessarily pass, the Turks waited till the 
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mark was on, and fired with great success, making. 
due allowance for the rate of sailing.  

If such were the batteries of an enemy on either 
side of this celebrated channel, may we not agree 
with the gallant 'Admiral, that he was fortunate in 
effecting his retreat? 	The forces with which he 
was sent to reduce, the Sublime Porte to terms of 
reasonable concession, and to grant only one hour 
for their acceptance, proved quite inadequate to 
the purpose. 	His admiration of the British navy 
led Afr. Arbuthnot to overrate its powers. 	The 
fleet and army of Copenhagen or Walcheren would: 
Piave been barely sufficient for the object which 
he. had stipposea, might be accomplished with, 
seven sail of the line. 

In his letter to Lord Collingwood, the Admiral 
says, " I am now come to the point of explaining to 
your Lordship the motives which fixed me to decide 
on repassing, the .channel of the Dardanelles, and 
relinquishing every idea of attacking the capital ; 
and I feel confident it will require no argument to 
onvince your Lordship of the utter impracticability 
of our force making any impression. 	At the time 
that the whole line .of coast presented a chain of 
batteries, twelve Turkish line of battle ships, two 
of them three-deckers, with nine frigates, were, 
with. their sails befit and in apparent readiness, 
filled with troops ; two hundred thousand men 
were reported to be in Constantinople ready to 
march against the Russians, and an innumerable 
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quantity of small craft and fire-vessels were pre- 
pared to act against us. 	With batteries alone we 
might have coped ; or with the ships, could we 
have got them out of their strong-holds ; but 
• your Lordship will be aware, that after combating 
the opposition which the resources of an empire 
had been many weeks employed in preparing, we 
should have been in no state to have defended 
ourselves against them as described,- . and then 
repass the Dardanelles. 	I know it was my duty, 
in obedience to your Lordship's orders, to attempt,  
any thing (governed by the opinion of the am-
bassador) that appeared within the compass of 
possibility ; but when the unavoidable sacrifice of 
the squadron, committed to' my charge, must have: 
been the consequence of pursuing that object, it at 
once- became my positive duty, however wounded 
in pride and ambition, to relinquish it." 

In what instance in the whole course of our 
naval warfare, have ships received equal damage 
in so short a time as in this extraordinary en; 
terprise ? 	The Royal George had a part of her' 
cutwater carried away by a granite shot, which 
very nearly- sunk her; another 'cut -the mainmast 
of the Windsor 4Castle almost in two ; a shot 
of the same description .knocked two ports into 
one on board the Thunderer : the Repulse; by 
another, had her wheel shot away, and twenty-
four men killed and wounded, nor was the ship 
saved from going on shore without the most won- 
derful exertions. 	A granite shot - came through 

L2 
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the larboard bow of the Active, on her lower-
deck, rolled aft, and brought bp.  abreast of the 
main-hatchway; another took away the whole bar-
ricade of the forecastle between the two ports, and, 
fell into the sea on the opposite side, destroying ' 
three planks on the forecastle-deck; a Third lodged. 
in the bends, abreast of the main-chains, but fell 
overboard soon after. 	The Standard was also 
struck: by a single shot, which did her very con-, 
siderable injury. These shot were all of the largest- 
dimensions of any we ever met with. 	• 
. The number of men killed and wounded on 
board the squadron; on this occasion, including 
those who fell in the unsuccessful attack on the 
island of Prota, were— 

Guns. 	 Commanders. 	K. W. 
Royal George• 100 	Flag.—Captain R. D. Dunn • • • 8 	61 

Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis Canopus  	80 	(4 missing) 	  6 	26 / 
Windsor Castle 	98 	Charles Boyles 	  4 	20 
Repulse 	 . '74 	Hon. A. K. Legge 	 10 	14 
Thunderer• • • • 	74 	John Talbot 	  6 	26 
Standard 	64 	Thomas Hervey (4 missing) • • • • 4 	55 
Endymion •'• • 	44 	Hon. T. B. Capel 	  0 	12 
Active 	38 	It. It Mowbray 	  0 	7 
Meteor Bomb •   0 	8 

38 231 

V 
The Baron de Tott, in 1770, speaking of one of 

the enormous guns in these forts, zays,. " It was 
cast in brass in the reign of Amurath : it was com-
posed of two parts joined together by a screw at 
the chamber ; its breech resting against a massy. 
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stone work: the difficulty of charging it would not 
allow of its being fired more than once ;" but, 
said the Pacha to the Baron, " that one discharge 
Will be sufficient to destroy the whole fleet of an 
enemy." The Baron prepared to fire this monstrous 
gun;  and the Turks trembled at the proposal : the 
oldest among them declared it never had been 
fired, and that its discharge would occasion such 
a shock as would overturn the castle and the city. 
The gun was however loaded, according to the 
Baron's assertion, under his directimi, with three 
hundred and thirty pounds of powder, and a ball 
of .  granite weighing eleven hundred pounds!! 	" I 
took my station," says the Baron, ‘c behind the 
stone work, and felt a shock like that of an earth- 
quake. 	At the distance of eight hundred fathoms 
I saw the ball divide into three pieces, and these 
fragments.  of a rock crossed the Strait, and re-
bounded on the mountain." Before the expedition 
of Sir John Duckworth, an incredulous person 
would have supposed he had been reading the 
travels of Munchausen. 	The heaviest shot which 
struck our ships was'of granite, and weighed eight 
hundred pounds, and was two feet two inches 
in diameter. 	The quantity of powder required to 
propel it we have not ascertained; but we should 
think it overrated by,De Tott. 	The usual weight 
of powder to shot at the commencement of an 
action is one-fourth part, but the quantity is de-
creased as the metal gets heated. 

Can any person of common sense believe that 
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with this small squadron, without a single com-
pany of artillery or land force, "the capital of the 
Turkish empire. Was to have . been subdued? 
Compare the difficulties of the Dardanelles with. 
those of. the Cattegat, and the strength of Cow 
Stantinople with that Of Copenhagen; look at. the 
magnitude of the force employed against the one? 
and the contemptible insufficiency of the other ; 
and then let the impartial reader determine which 
of the two services was the most deserving of 
reward. 	We have no wish to depreciate the 
merits of Lord Gambier, which, as a sea-officer4 
we have acknowledged, and shall always be proud 
to do so ; but when we hear it said, that Sir John 
Duckworth. " was stuffing a cushion for his fall," 
we cannot help offering these observations in vin, 
dication of his injured memory. 

Scarcely had Sir John Duckworth cleared the 
passage of the Dardanelles, before he was joined 
by the Russian. Vice-admiral Siniavin, with eight 
sail of the line. 	Siniavin requested Sir John to 
return with him, and renew the attack or the,  
negotiations ; but this was declined, and it was. 
observed, p 	haps with too much national vanity, 
that where. a British squadron had failed no other 
was likely to succeed. 	A war between Great 
Britain and Russia was soon after produced. The 
Sultan, Selim the Third, fell a sacrifice W popular 
fury jn his own capital, in June, 1807, and his 
successor, Mnstapha, became the friend of Na-
poleon. 
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The - Russian squadron repaired to the Tagus; , 
where we shall hear of it again. - An armistice .  

between Russia and .the PorteyWas signed on the 
24th of August, 1807. 	Hostilities were not td 
recommence before March 21, 1808. 	The troopg 
of both nations were to evacuate Moldavia and 
Wallachia, and to return within their respective 
territories : Russia was to evacuate Tenedos, and 

- 
other places which she might hive taken in the 
Archipelago. 

While the Glatton lay off the island of Teriedos; 
, a Turkish ship was seen at anchor in the port of 
Sigr6. 	Captain Seccombe ordered his boats in, 
covered by the Hirondelle, brig of war. 	They 
boarded the vessel, took her, and brought her out; 
but in the daring attack, Lieutenant Edward Wat-
son, of the Glatton, a sergeant, a corporal, and 
two private marines were killed, and four seamen' 
and five marines wounded. 

FrOm the Dardanelles, the Vice-admiral steered 
with his fleet for Alexandria, in Egypt, to which 
quarter he knew that a British force had.  been' 
directed to proceed, in order to dispossess the 
Turks of those places, which they 	id received 
from our hands but six years before. 

The land forte employed on this expedition was 
commanded by Major-general Frazer, who had 
been sent with his troops from Sicily by General 
Fox. 	The naval part, having the troops and trans- 
ports under convoy, consisted of the Tigre, of se-
venty-four guns, commanded by Captain Hallowell;  
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the Apollo, thirty-eight, Captain Fellowes; and. 
the Wizard, sloop of war. 	They' made the Arabs! 
Tower on the 15tlf of March, with fourteen sail of 
their convoy ; nineteen sail had parted company 
in bad weather, on the night of the. 7th : Captain' 
Hallowell stood in to obtain information, before 
he allowed the transports to shew themselves in 
sight of the coast. 	Major Misset, the British 
resident, and Mr. Briggs the vice-consul, having 
been received on board the Wizard, both concur-
red in the expediency of an immediate landing, 
founded on their knpwledge of the actual strength 
of the place, and the favourable disposition .of 
the inhabitants towards the English. 	The trans- 
ports were therefore called in, and the squadron 
anchored off the western harbour : a summons 
was sent to the governor to deliver up the fortresses, 
on an assurance that persons and private property 
should be respected. 	This was rejected, and un- 
der every difficulty of. bad weather and a heavy 
surf, the troops, to the number of one thousand 
men, were got on shore, with five field-pieces and 
fifty-seven seamen, under the command of Lieut. 
Boxer. On the following day they moved forward, 
and carried the enemy's advanced works, with tri- 
fling loss. 	In the meanwhile, the castle of Abou- 
kir having been taken, the Apollo, with the re-
mainder of the convoy, anchbred in that bay. 
Seeing this accession of strength, the govertior of 
Alexandria immediately capitulated ; and by a.  
singular coincidence the 21st of March was a se- 
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cond time celebrated for our successes in Egypt : 
on that day our army took possession of the city off' 
Alexandria, with all its fortresses and harbour : in 
the latter were found two Turkish frigates, and a 
corvette, all mounting brass guns ; one was an 
eighteen, the other a twelve pierced frigate. 	Cap- 
tain Hallowell landed, and served with the army 
,leaving the Tigre under the command of Lieutenant 
Towel. 

Here ended the success of our arms in Egypt. 
The naval force having been augmented by the 
arrival of the squadron under the command of Sir 
John Duckworth, the Admiral and General decided 
on attacking Rosetta and Rhamanie, without which 
there was imminent danger of the garrison and in- 
habitants of Alexandria being starved. 	To gain 
these places, Major-general WauchOpe and Briga-
dier-general Meade were detached with the 31st 
regiment, and the Chasseurs Britannique. 	The 
forces advanced and took possession, without any 
loss, of the heights of Abourmandour, which com- 
mand the town of Rosetta. 	From this post it 
appears the Majorgeneral advanced into the town; 
and here, as at Buenos Ayres, the gallant. Br,itish 
troops were sacrificed in the streets, to an enemy 
concealed on the roofs and within the houses. The 
Major-general was killed, the Brigadier-general 
wounded, and the detachment obliged to retreat, 
with the loss of four hundred officers and men 
killed and wounded. 	Mortified and dejected as 
the General and Admiral were at this unexpected 
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repulse, the necessity of perseverance increased 
• with these difficulties. 	Famine threatened 'the city 
of Alexandria with still more disastrous conse-
quences than before : Sir John Duckworth had 
gone down the Mediterranean ; and the naval force 
in the bay of Aboukir was commanded by Sir 4  
Thomas Louis. 	Another attack was decided oh, 
and its execution committed to Brigadier-general 
Stewart and Colonel. Oswald, with strong detach-
ments of the royal artillery, a body of seamen, 
the first battalion of the 35th regiment, second 
battalion of the 78th, and De Roll's regiment; 
amounting to about two thousand five hundred 
men. The enemy sent a large reinforcement down 
the Nile, which occupied the.  city of Rosetta, and 
obliged our forces to fall back, with the loss of one 
thousand officers and men, in killed, wounded, and 
missing. 	About this time, that excellent officer 
and amiable man, Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis, 
died on board' his ship off Alexandria. 	It is not 
easy to comprehend what advantages could have 
been gained by our second invasion of this country, 
had we obtained possession: the French were nei-
ther gone nor going there, and the injury to the 
Turkish government would have been, in its utmost 
extent, trivial in its consequences ; Egypt was a 
country which sad experience had taught us we 
never could keep, and accordingly its final.  eva-
cuation soon followed. 

Having detailed all the transactions of the Arai:- 
pelago and the upper part of the Mediterranean; 
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we return to Sicily and the Calabrias, which had 
been neglected and injured by the absence of sp: 
large a detachment, naval and military. 	Captain 
'Charles Boyles, with four sail of the line, was sta-
tioned at Palermo, at the express desire of the 
Court. 	He had with him-his own ship, the Wind-
sor Castle, of ninety-eight guns ; Eagle, seventy-
four, Charles Rowley.; Thunderer, seventy-four, 
John Talbot ; and Swiftsure, seventy-four, George 
Rutherford. 

The French general Regnier commanded the 
army in Lower Calabria, and obliged our troops 
and those of Naples to abandon the fort of Reggio. 
He next attacked Sylla, captured four Sicilian 
gun-boats, each mounting a twenty-four pounder, 
which he immediately landed, and placed in battery 
against the place. 	Thus the vigilance of the Bri-
tish forces, which had. till then prevented the ene-
my from bringing cannon into that part of Calabria, 
was rendered ineffectual, and Sylla was more 
closely invested. 

Captain Handfield, of the Delight sloop of war, 
a most promising young officer, who had so often 
distinguished himself as first lieutenant of the 
Egyptienne, was killed. near Reggio ; and his ship, 
which had grounded on the Calabrian coast, set on 
fire and burnt to prevent her falling into the hands 
of the enemy. 	With Captain Handfield fell many 
of his brave crew, and. Captain Seccombe, of the 
Glatton, who was on board the Delight, was 
wounded and taken prisoner, but sent over ibe,' 
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next day to Messina, where he died. 	In conse-: 
.quence of these reverses, Major-general Sherbroke 
was under the necessity of withdrawing the gar-
rison from ' Sylla : this was effected by Captain 
R. W. Otway of the Montagu, and Captain Trollope 
of the Electra. 	The force which defended the 
fortress consisted of not more than two, hundred 
British, and from four to five hundred Italians, of 
what were called the Masse.• The army of General 
Regnier amounted to about six thousand men, with 
a heavy battering train : the whole of our troops 
and allies were taken off without leaving a man in 
the hands of the enemy. 

The Spartan frigate.of thirty-eight guns, com-
manded by Captain (now Sir J.) Brenton, met 
with a severe loss on the 14th May, off Nice ; she 
had been all day chasing a polacre ship, and at 
sunset both were becalmed, at the distance of 

_ about five miles from each other : the vessel ail- 
peared to be an unarmed merchant ship. 	The 
boats of the Spartan with the two senior lieute- 
nants, Weir and Williams, and seventy of the best 

.men, pulled alongside in two divisions, and at- 
tempted to board her on the bow and quarter with 
the usual determination and valOur of British sea-
men ; but the vessel was defended by a numerous 
and equally gallant crew, with boarding nettings 
and every other means of resistance. 	The first, 
discharge from their great guns and musketry 
laid sixty-three of our brave fellows low, the first 
and second lieutenants and twenty-six men being 
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killed or mortally wounded ; seven men only re- 
mained unhurt. 	The few remaining hands con- 
ducted the boats back to the ship. 	The narrow 
' escape of one of the men . was very remarkable. 
James Bodie, the coxswain of the barge, was miss- 
ing. 	The deceased men were all laid out on the 
main-deck : the wife of Bodie, a beautiful young 
woman, flew with a lantern from one to the other 
in search of her .husband, but in 0vain : all the 
'survivors declared that he had undoubtedly pe 
rished ; they saw him wounded, and fall between 
the ship and the boat. 	The poor woman became 
delirious, got into the . barge on the booms, and 
taking the place _lately occupied by Bodie, .could 
with difficulty be. moved from it. 	A few days,. 
with the soothing kindness of the officers and crew,- 
produced a calm, but settled grief. 	At Malta, a 
subscription of eighty guineas was made for her, 

.and she was sent to her parents in, Ireland. 	Some 
weeks elapsed when the Spartan spoke a neutral 
vessel from Nice,- and learnt. that. a polacre: had 
arrived. there; after a.severe action with the boats 
of a frigate ; that she had beaten them off, and that 
when they had left her, a mounded Englishman 
was discovered holding by the rudder chains ; he 
was instantly taken on board, and after being cured 
of his-  wounds, sent off to Verdun. 	Captain Bren- 
ton, concluding this could be no other than his 
coxswain, wrote to his friends at that dep6t, and 
the fact turned out to be as he had supposed. 
Mrs. Bodie was . made acquainted with the mira7 
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culous escape of her husband, who remained a 
prisoner four years. ' He 'was at length' restored 
to his family, and now enjoys a birth on board the 
Royal Charlotte yacht, with his old captain ; his 
wife is with him, and both are highly and de-
servedly respected. 
4., Before she had recovered from this misfortune, 
the Spartan had a narrow escape from capture: 
proceeding' from Palermo towards Toulon, she 
fell- in 'with a French seventy-four gun ship, twa 
frigates, and a brig., Captain Brenton determined 
to watch their motions during the night, and the 
enemy gave chase to him : at daylight they had 
got within three miles, but a light breeze springing 
up, the Spartan ran along the east side of Cabrera, 
pursued by the ship of the line; the frigates and 
the' corvette, went round the west side in hopes 
of cutting her off, the Spartan lying nearly be-
calmed,. while they were coming up at the rate of. 
seven miles an hour:' the headmost frigate, being 
within range, tried single shot, which striking the 
object, she gave her whole broadside. 	The effect,  
of firing in light winds has been before noticed irr 
this work ; we shall now see the 'consequences 
fairly illustrated. 	Captain Brenton would not 
allow a shot to be returned. 	In a few minutes 
the French frigate was involved in a4  dense cloud. 
of her own smoke, and lay becalined, while the 
Spartan, having received very little damage from. 
their shot, kept the breeze, and left' her unskilful,  
pursuers to themselves. 	We notice this fact as a 

   
  



1807.] 	, 	AlEpITERUANEAN. 	 159 
warning to young officers when similarly situated, 
to confine their whole attention to trimming their 
Sails; for not only does the firing destroy a breeze 
of wind, but even in'fresh gales the motion of the 
guns, and the men, are unfavourable to the velocity 
of the ship. 
• After the peace of Tilsit, the Russians gave up 

Corfu to the French. 	A garrison was dispatched 
to take possession of it, but meeting with Captain 4  
Clavell, in the Weasel brig of war, the whole force 
was defeated and taken by that officer. 

On the 6th of August, .1807, Captain George 
Mundy, of the Hydra, chased three armed polacres 
into the harbour of Bega; having anchored his 
ship so near the .port as to abate its fire after little • 
more than an hour's action, he seiit his boats, 
well manned, under the command of Lieutenant 
Drury, with Lieutenants Hayes and Pengelly, of 
the royal marines, to attack it in flank, while he 
devoted the 'fire of the frigate to the three vessels. 
The party which, landed met at first with great 
opposition, but very soon compelled the enemy 
to fly, gaining possession of the heights, whence 
they commanded a view of the polacres, and 
looked down upon their • decks. 	Having spiked 
the guns in the batteries, and cleared the town of 
all the troops, the people deserted the vessels, and 
our gallant fellows brought them all out, with the 
loss of Only one than killed and two wounded. 
For this service Lieutenant Drury was soon after 
promoted to the rank of commander. 	The. vessels 
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taken were a polacre ship of sixteen guns and 
one hundred and thirty men; another (brig) of ten 
guns and forty men; and a third, ten guns •and 
twenty men. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1806, nego-
tiations between England and America had taken-
a favourable turn, when they were in some measure 
interrupted by the death of Mr. Fox, the British 
minister. The non-importation act was suspended 
by the President, from motives of conciliation, and 
we believe the government of the•United States 
was desirous of preserving peace. 

On the 1st of January, 1807, Lord Howick 
announced •to the Lord Mayor, that a treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, had been signed. 
the preceding day, but until the ratification by 
both governments, the articles could not be made 
public. This treaty, it appeared, was never signed; 
for although the British government had spon-
taneously made every reparation in its power for 
the injuries which had unavoidably taken place, it 
could not concede the right of searching for British 
seamen and deserters. 	As no ' art of seduction 
was left untried to induce our seamen to quit 
the service of their country, another disturbance 
arose, far more serious than any of the preced- 
ing. 	Lord James Townshend, commander of the 
Halifax, sloop of war, was lying in Hampton 
Roads," when his jolly-boat, with a midshipman 
and five men, was run away with; the crew, in 
defiance of their officer, took the boat on shore, • 
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where they all deserted. 	Lord James went to 
claim them, and was insulted by them in the 
streets, but could obtain no assistance from the 
magistrates, .and the men entered on board the 
Americtn frigate Chesapeake. 	Lord James im-
mediStely communicated the circumstance to Cap-
tain (now Rear-admiral) John Erskine Douglai) 
of the Bellona, the senior officer, then cruising off 
the Capes of the Chesapeake, and through him to 
Vice-admiral the Hon. G. Berkeley, who sent out 
suitable instructions : Captain S. P. Humphries, , 
of the Leopard, of fifty guns, joined Captain*  Doug- ' 
las; and on the 22d of June, 1807, was ordered 
to chase a strange sail, which he very soon came 
up with, and found to be the Chesapeake, an 
Ametican frigate of thirty-six guns, eighteen-
pounders, and three hundred men. Coming within 
hail, Captain Humphries conducted himself with 
the most exemplary coolness and propriety, send-
ing an officer on board the American frigate, with 
a copy of the Commander-in-chief's ordet to 
search for the deserters, and a note from himself 
at the same time to the following effect : 	, 

The Captain of his British Majesty's ship the Leopard,. has 
the honour to enclose to the Captain of the United States fri-
gate Chesapeake, an order from the Hon. Vice-admiral Berke- 
ley, Commander-in-chief on the 	North American station, 
respecting some deserters from ships therein mentioned under 
his command, and supposed now to be serving as pant of the 
crew of the Chesapeake. 

The Captain of the Leopard will not presume to say any 
VOL. JV. 	 M  
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thing in addition to what the Commander-in-chief has stated, 
more than o .express a. hbpe that every circumstance respecting 
them may be adjusted in such a manner, that the harmony sub-
sistingbetween the two countries may remain undisturbed. 

' 	' The boat, after an absence of three-quarters of 
an hour, returned with the following answer : 

I know of no such men as you describe.; the officers that 
were on the recruiting service for this ship, were particularly 
instructed by the government through me not to enter any de-
serters from his British Majesty's ships, nor do I know of any 
being here. 

I am also instructed never to permit the crew of any ship 
. that I command to be mustered by any but her own officers. It' 

is my disposition to preserve harmony, and I hope this answer 
Will prove satisfactory.' 

(Signed) 	 JAMES 'BARRON. 
• 

I 	Never were two officers placed in a more diffi- 
cult or delicate situation than Captain Humphries 
and Commodore Barron.. With an avowed and open 
enemy, their duty would have been obvious; but 
in this instance the question of peace or war be-
tween two nations, depended on the conduct of 
two individuals. 	The aggressor (for we can view 
the American captain in no other light) was pre-
vented by the orders of his government from 
-taking the only step, which could have preserved 
peace, by frankly admitting that  the deserters( 
from the Halifax, or other British vessels,,' 	on 
board his. ship (of which he neither was, nor could 
have been, ignorant), and giving them up to the 
laws of their/.  country. 	Captain Humphries had 
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o ne line of conduct to pursue:,--to that he but 	 - .  

adhered, and it was his duty to have sunk,.atong,- 
side of an American seventr-four, rather than hav'e, 

'conceded- the important point. 	He cautiously 
fired a shot a-head of the Chesapeake, and did not 
take this step till he found expostulation useless. 
The shot was returned : an action ensued, which 
ended in ten minutes by the surrender of the' 
American frigate, with five or six of ,her men killed 
' and some wounded. 	Captain Humphries then 
proceeded to muster her crew, and, having selected 
the deserters, who, notwithstanding the assertion 
of Commodore Barron, were found on board, took 
them out, and returned to his ship, arid soon after 
received the following letter from the Commodore: 

SIR, 
I consider the frigate Chesapeake as• your prize, and am 

ready to deliver her, to any officer. authorized to receive her : 
by the return of the boat I shall expect your answer, and have 
the honour to be, &c. 

J. BARRON. 

To which Captain Humphries replied—. . 

. SIR, 
Having to the utmost of my power fulfilled the instructions 

of my Commander-in-chief, I have nothing more to desire, and 
must in consequence proceed to join the remainder of the 
squadron, repeating that I am ready to give you any assistance 
in my power, and do most sincerely deplore that any lives 
should have been lost in the execution of a service which might 
have been adjusted more amicably not only with respect to our- 
selves but to the nations to which we respectively belong. 	' 

I have the honour to be, 
S. P.. HUMPHRIES. 

M2 
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• The deserters .found on board :the Chesapeake 
were taken to HalAx •and.trie.d by a court-martial. 

• One of them, being the only one belonging fo . the 
Halifax, was condemned to suffer death, and exe- 

' cuted, the oihers.were sentenced to receive five 
hundred lashes, but their punishment was remitted. 
They had belonged to the • Melampus. 	In the 

• course of the trial some evidence was elicited, 
which proved, that the right of search denied by 
the Americans to Captain Humphries, had been 
forcibly exerted by them in the port of Gosport, 
in Virginia, where his. Majesty's ship the Chiches-
tefwas lying alongside the wharf: she was boarded 
by an officer and a party of soldiers from Fort 
NelSofi, who would insist on searching the ship, 
And took out three men, two of whom, were Bri- 
tish born subjects.. 	At the same time some of the 
crew and many supernumeraries of the 'Chichester, 
deserted to the Americans, and were not restored, 
thOtigh 'officially demanded.' The answer returned 
to Captain Douglas was, " that if any deserters 
from . the English service had entered into the 
American service they have 'been sent with a de-
tachment into the country." .. A gallant young 
midshipinan, it appeared by the same evidence, 
was put under arrest by the captain of the Chi-
chester, for having said that " we 'ought not to 
give up deserters to America while she refused the 
same indulgence to us." 	This violent proceeding 
in the first instance, produced the non-intercourse 	, 
act, passed by the American Congirs ; and the 
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feeling between, the two nations was worse than a P 	4. 
state of actual war,-'to which it ultimately led. 
Captain Humpliries. retired on half-pay, and either 

' from his own choice, or the disposition of his su-
periors, was never employed afterwards. 

On the 27th of October; 1807, the President of 
. the United States addressed the following message 
to the Senate :  

" He had convened the house at an earlier period 
thail usual,. in consequence of events threatening 
the peace of the country. 	The repeated injuries 
committed against their commerce on the high seas 
for many years past—the innovations on the. prin-
ciple of public law, which had been established by 
reason ,and the usage of nations, as the rule of in—
ter cour se , had led to the extraordinary mission to 
London. 	The ministers from the United States, 
after endeavouring by fruitless efforts to settle all 
points in difference, concluded to sign such as 
could be obtained, and forwarded them for consi-
deration, candidly owning that they felt they were 
acting against their instructions, and that the 
government could not be pledged for their ratifi-
cation : some of the articles might, be admitted, 
but others were highly disadvantageous, and no 
sufficient proVision was made against the principal 
source. of irritation and 	collisions, which were 
constantly endangering the peace of the two na-
tions. Still anxious not to close the door of friendly 
adjustment, new modifications were made, and 
ministers instructed to resume the negotiation ; 
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but while reposing in this amicable discussion, a 
British admiral, on the 22d June last, gave a formal 

. order to attack the United States frigate Che'§a- 
peake. 	This ship, leaving her own port for a diS,  
tant service, was disabled from proceeding, had 
several of her crew killed, and four men taken away. 
He had in consequence forbidden all British 
armed vessels from entering the waters of the United 
States, arid all intercourse with them. 	He had 
dispatched an armed vessel (why armed we know 
not) to the American minister in London, desiring 
hith to call on the British government for an ex- 
planation. 	The aggression thus begun had been 
continued. 	The, British commanders, in defiance 

-Of the' authority of the country, had remained 
Within the waters of the. United States, and at 
length had put to death one of the persons whom 
they had thus forcibly taken from the Chesapeake. 
These aggressions must lead to the maintenance 
of such a force as may constrain obedience to the 
laws. But to former violations of maritime rights, 
another is added, of more extensive effect, the in-
terdicting from neutrals any trade with ports not 
in amity with England, afid as they are no'A' at 
war with every nation bordering either on the 
Atlantic or Mediterranean, American vessels are 
required either to sell their cargoes at 'the first 
port, or to return without the benefit of a market." 
Thus the dispute with America had no appearanceof 
terminating, as( long as Great Bfitain. was a belli-
gerent and America the carrier 'of enemy's.prop.erty. 
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The democratic party, at that time by far the t 

most powerful in North America, greatly exas-
perated at the acquittal of Captain Whitby, ad- 

' mitted neither of his innocence nor the justice of 
our laws ; and the attack on the Chesapeake, and 
the just execution of the culprit found on board 
of her, together with the exposure of the falsehoods 
of their government, and its agents, completed 
their indignation against us, and paved the way 
i for another tragical event which we shall-  relate 
hereafter. 

A faint gleam of peace and civilization, with a 
mutual interchange of kind offices between the Eng-
lish and the Blacks, began to dawn in the hither-
to distracted island of St. Domingo, or Hayti, the 
name which its new government had re-assumed. 
General Christophe, the president, had discovered 
a plot amongst the turbulent and restless spirits 
in the south side of the island, whose views 
extended to the horrid purpose of revolutionizing 
Jamaica, and delivering the white inhabitants to 
the swords of the Blacks. 	Having made the 
colonial government acquainted with the plan, 
and put -it on its guard, his Majesty's ministers, 
when informed of the benevolent act, were not 
slow in shewing their gratitude. 	An order in 
council was passed, authorizing all British vessels 
bound to Buenos Ayres (but compelled from recent 
events to change their destination), to dispose of 
their cargoes in the ports of Hayti, not subject to, 
or - under the control of, France or Spain, and. to 
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import the. pioductions of. the island into 9reat 
Britain, . or to. ship them.  in neutral bottoms, and 
send. them for sale to enemies' ports: 	These 
indUlgences were received as they, were meant, 
and the inhabitants of Jamaica were in. some 
degree relieved from the fear which had been 
excited by the neighbourhood of the new Negro 

• republic. 	 • 
- If the value of her colonies to France were to .. 
be' estimated by the sacrifices she made to pre-
serve or recover them, it would be difficult to say 
to what a degree she had suffered by her losses in 
the West Indies : squadrons with troops, arms, 
and supplies of every description, and at every. 
risk, were incessantly poured into the Carribean 
seas, and generally fell into the hands of our 
cruisers. 
• Among the naval enterprises of the late war, 

the capture of the island of Curacoa may justly 
be esteemed one of the most daring. 	The splen- 
dour of the. achievement can . scarcely be appre-
ciated by any but those who have seen the town 
and harbour of Amsterdam, and considered the na-
ture of its defences against almost any force that 
could have been brought against it from the sea. 

The island is situated about forty miles from 
the coast of Venezuela : it belonged at the time:of 
its capture to the Dutch, and carried on a lucrative 
trade with the main, chiefly by smuggling. 	The 
little islands of Aruba and Bonair, one to the 
eastward, the other to the westward of it, are its 
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dependencies. Captain. Brisbane, in the Arethu§a, 
had been sent by Rear-admiral 'Dacres, the Com-
mander-in-chief on.  the Janiaica station, to watch 
the island. of Curacoa, and -  intercept the trade of .
the enemy: while employed on this services  he 
learnt that the Dutch had a custom of drinking out 
the old year .and drinking in the new one ; 'he 
therefore conceived the possibility of taking it by a 
coup-de-main, and havingcommunicated his in- 

-Mentionsto the other captains, it was decided that 
by or before dawn of day on the morning of the 
1st of January, 1807, the squadron should be soi  
close off the harbour's mouth as to be ready to 
run in, and with their boats manned, land a party 
of seamen and marines, surprise the fort of Am-
sterdam, .and summon the Governor to surrender. 
In the execution of this measure there were diffi-
culties to overcome, which to many might have 
appeared insurmountable. 	The .harbour's mouth 
is only eighty fathoms wide, beset with rocks, and 
requiring not only the most perfect knowledge •of 
the pilotage, but the greatest skill and nicety in 
steering the ships, a spoke too much of the wheel 
one way or the other being a fatal error: the wind, 
during the regular season blows constantly from 
the S. E. and previously to hauling into. the harbour 
it is necessary to have the yards braced sharp up.  
on the starboard tack, ready to came to the.wind 
at a moment's warning. 	Had the soldiers in the 
fort on the weather side of the harbour's mouth set 
fire to a truss of straw, or a tar-barrel, the attempt 

• 

- 
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nlust 'have been rendered abortive, as the pilots 
could not have seen their way in. 	Having calcu- 
lated all these chancei, the undaunted Brisbane, 
guided by his own valour and judgment, pro-, 
ceeded in the execution of his plan. 	The ships 
were the Arethusa; the Latona, Captain J. Athol 
Wood; the Anson, Captain C. Lydiard ; and the 
Fisgard, Captain W. Bolton; all frigates of forty- 
four guns, well manned and officered. 	Holding 
himself in readiness off the' east end of the island; 
on the last day of the year, he ran down during 
the night along the coast, and when daylight 
appeared, he made all possible sail for the har-
bour's mouth, passing the whole line of sea bat- 
teries. 	He braced his yards up, formed the line 
of battle a-head, and in the closest order entered 
the harbour of Amsterdam, and anchored in a 
style of grandeur and precision to which no words 
can do justice. 	It was six o'clock when the jib- 
boom of the Arethusa passed over the walls of the 
fort in which the government house is situated, 
and where the Governor lay in bed, unconscious 
of the dangers which awaited him. 

The harbour is defended by regular fortifications 
on the right, left, and in front. 	The fort of 

' • 

Amsterdam, on the starboard hand, mounted sixty 
pieces of cannon, disposed in two tiers ; on the 
larboard hand was another fat of great power, 
and a-head of our -ships, situated on a steep hill, 
stood Fort Republique, which might have sunk 
every frigate in half an hour.  
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Acrogs the harbour's mouth lay the liatslaer, a 
frigate of thirty-six guns, the Surinam, of twenty-
two guns, and two large armed schooners; a chain 
of forts defended the heights of Misselburg ; and. 
our ships lay completely exposed to "the whole. 
Five shots only were fired from the fort on the hill, 
every one of which took effect : the actions of our 
men were however too rapid to be controlled by 
such obstacles, 	The frigate, corvette, and schoo-
ners were all carried by boarding ; but unlike 
Napoleon, who fought only for himself, and disre-
garded the effusion of human blood as long as it 
contributed to his own personal interest, the gal-
lant Brisbane, while the shot of the enemy fell in 
showers about him, stood at the capstan head of 
the Arethusa, and wrote the following note.to the 
Governor of Curacoa : 

SIR, 	. 

The British squadron is here to protect, and not to conquer 
you—to preserve to you, your liberty, and property. 	If a 
shot is fired at any one of my squadron after this summons,. I 
shall immediately storm your batteries. 	You have five minutes 
to accede to this determination. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 	 . 
C. BRISBANE. 

This note, not unlike that of Nelson's at Copen-
hagen, seems to have produced no immediate re-, 
laxation of fire from the enemy. 

Captain Brisbane not having been answered as , 
he desired, instantly latded, with .his marines 
mounted the walls of Fort Amsterdam, and pre-
senting himself in person before the Governor, 
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demanded an acceptance of the terms which' had 
been sent. 	His Excellency, ill prepared for such 

I,a visit, had no alternative. 	His prindipal fort on 
,the hill was his only defence ; that alone still held 
out, although, its fire was unaccountably slow ; 
but -in the meanwhile he feared the confla-
gration of the , town, and a rising of the Negro 
population in favour of the English, or with a view 
to plunder. 	Tine was not allowed him to. deli- 
berate, and by seven o'clock in the morning 'all 
was in our possession except Fort Republique, 
which might still have sunk *the ships without 
receiving any comparative injury. 	At ten o'clock 
the British flag was displayed on its walls. 	The 
Commandant had been taken by our boats, as he 
crossed the harbour to repair to his post, and, we 
believe, paid with his life the. price of his negligence 

-or timidity. 	Thus, in the short space of four 
hours, an island, sixty miles' in 'extent, defended 
by.  the strongest fortifications, numerous popu-
lation, and a squadron of ships and vessels of war, 
was taken by four British frigates, whose crews 
united made scarcely the sum of one thousand two 
hundred men ! Of this number three -only were 
killed and fourteen wounded. . 

The articles 	of capitulation 	granted, to -the 
GoVernor, were as follow: 
. 
1. Fort Republique to surrender immediately to the Bri-

tish troops; garrison to march out with the honours of war, lay 
down their arms, au,d become prisoners. 	• 

2. The Dutch garrison of Curacoa shall become prisoners of 
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war, and be sent to Holland at the expense of his Britannic 
Majesty; not to serve in this war, until regularly exchanged; and, 
for the due performance of this article, the Officers:pledge their 
words of honour. 	 . 
. 3. ,The officers and men of ,the Dutch ships of war are  

included in the above article. 
4. All the civil officers may remain at their respective ap 

pointments if they think proper; and those who choose shall 
be sent by his Britannic Majesty to Holland. 	-, 

5. The inhabitants :to be respected in their persons and 
property, provided they take the oaths of allegiance to hii 
Britannic Majesty. 	 4 

6. All merchant vessels, with their cargoes in the harbour, 
of whatsoever nation they belong to, shall be in possession of 
their owners. 	 • 	. t  

7. A definitive capitUlation shall be signed on -this basis in 
-Fort Amsterdam. 

• 

On the 2d of January, this treaty was iputually 
signed by Captain Brisbane and the Governor, his 
Excellency Lieutenant-general Changuion, who; • 
having refused to take the oaths of allegiance, was 
permitted to leave the island, and Captain Bris-
bane appointed himself the governor until .his 
Majesty's pleasure should be known. 	Captain 
Brisbane for this gallant exploit was knighted, 
and confirmed in his appointment, frozn which he 
was soon after removed to the more permanent 
government of the islandO 	St. Vincent, which he 
has held ever since. 

On the Jamaica station, Captain J. R. Dacres, 
in the Bacchante, and .Captain W. F. Wise, in the 
Mediator, performed a very important service to 
the trade in the -leeward part .of the West Indies, 
having taken several privateers, and among others 
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• one called Le Dauphin, a remarkably fast sailing 
vessel : they found she was _known at the port 
of Samana, in $t. Domingo, and that that port 

Was the constant resort of vessels of her descrip- 
tion. 	Captain Dacres, being the senior officer, 
saw, with Captain Wise, the possibility of sur- . 
prising the place, and clearing the harbour of 
all enemies' vessels: sending the Dauphin in.be-
fore them under her French colours, they fob: 
lowed with- the ships, and running through the 
intricate channels, anchored within half a mile 
of the -batteries before their real character was 
discovered. 	A heavy ofmRonading immediately 
commenced from the shore, and was returned by 
beth the ships for four hours, when Captain Wise, 
with the Lieutenants Baker, Norton, and Shaw, 
and a party of seamen and marines from both ships, 
landed and carried the fort by storm. They found 
in the harbour an English schooner, which had 
been taken, and two privateers fitting for sea. 
The Bacchante had five seamen wounded ; the 
Mediator, three seamen killed and thirteen sea-
r. _,2n.  and marines wounded. In this country, as in 
the Mediterranean; the enemy was nowere safe 
from our intrepid seamen, unless within the walls 
of regularly fortified places.  

Disapproving as we ever shall of sending boats 
to attack. ships of war, we feel a want of words 
and deficiency, of 	expression, 	in 	relating the 
achievements of our younger officers in the ardu-
ous services of boat expeditions, when under the 
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most fearful and extraordinary circumstances they 
attack the enemy's vessels on the open seas, or in 
their harbours, guarded by batteries. 	Our voca- 
bulary scarcely affords epithets sufficiently strong' 
to convey all the approbation, which conduct like 
that of Captain Coombe and his associates so 
richly deserves. 	On the 22d of January, Captain. 
George Sayer, of the Galatea, cruising off La 
Guira, saw .a sail steering for that port ; the wind 
was light, and the stranger so far distant, that her 
top-gallant sails only were visible above the-hori- 
zon. 	Lieutenant W. Coombe, with five officers, 
fifty seamen, and twenty-  marines, pursued her 
in the boats, and after running nearly twelve 
leagues in eight hours (part of the time under a 
burning sun), came up with the enemy, then going 
about two knots. 	.11/r. Coombe first hailed, then 
boarded, but was repelled by the fire of the ship's 
guns, 'and a numerous crew assembled on her 
quarters ; 	*a second attempt failed in the same 
manner. 	Dropping astern,, he poured into her 
chase-ports a heavy fire of musketry, which cleared 
the decks of many of her people, and in a thira. 
attempt 	succeeded in getting 	on board,. the 
Frenchmen flying to the tops, to the jibboom7end, 
and to the hold for safety. The Captain and most 
of his officers lying wounded on'the decks, in.a 
quarter of an hour the French flag was struCk, 
,and the victory complete. 	The vessel was, called 
La Lynx, an imperial French ship Corvette, of 
sixteen, but pierced for eighteen, guns, fourteen 
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twenty-four pound carronades, and two' long nine 
pounders, manned with one hundred • and sixty-
one men, and bound with dispatches from Guada- 

"- loupe to Carraccas. 	Her commander, Monsieur 
Yarquest, four officers, and - fourteen men, were 
Wounded, and fourteen officers and men were 
killed. 

In the British boats Mr. Coombe was wounded; 
he had before lost his leg in another action. 	,The 
second lieutenant; Mr. H. Walker, five seamen, 
and three marines, were killed, and twenty-two 
officers and men wounded. 	Lieutenant Gibson 
was the only officer unhurt. 	This vessel, being 
found very ft for his Majesty's service, was pur-
chased, and called the Heureux: the.  command of 
her was most justly bestowed on Mr. Coombe, who-
first hoisted the British flag, at her mast-head. 
This action, considered in every point of view, may 
have been equalled, but never has, or . p;obably 
never will be, surpassed. Independently of the im-
mense difference of position between the assailants 
and the enemy, the height and strength of the" 
sides, the heavy guns, and other numerous re-
sources, the French -were more than two to one 
against the English, and-afford, in this single in-
stance, a remarkable proof of the superiority of 
.the latter, in the powers of body and mind over 
the most valiant of their • opponents. 	We are 
aware of the capture of the Gamo and Cerbere.; 
but these vessels, though nobly taken, were taken 
by surprise: 	the Lynx had her men at their 
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quarters perfectly prepared, fresh .and.. vigorous, 
with an abundant supply of water, while the poor 
Englishmen were worn out ' with labour, thirst, 
and anxiety. 	 . . 

Another . action, fought by a packet, claims a 
very high encomium, as in this instance they had 
not the advantage' Of naval discipline to give effect 
to courage.  

Captain Rogers, in the Windsor Castle packet, 
going out with the mails for Barbadoes, and the 

'Leeward Islands, fell in with a French privateer, 
of such force as to induce him to avoid her if possi-
ble ; but finding the enemy gained on him, Captain 
Rogers.  prepared for resistance. 	The Frenchman 
coming within hail desired him to strike; meeting 
with a refusal, he ran alongside the packet, grap-
pled, and attempted to board her : being repulsed, 
he cut his own grapple ropei and attempted to get 
away, but in this he also failed, his main-yard 
being linked in the rigging of the Windsor Castle. 
The crew of the British'vessel were in the mean 
time preparing to receive the enemy, who made a 
second attempt to board ; standing collected for 
that purpose, a carronade loaded with grape, 
canister, and musket balls, 'was discharged among 
them, and laid the greater part dead or wounded 
on her decks : following his advantage, the un-
daunted. Captain Rogers rushed, with only five, of 
his crew, on board the enemy, and driving all the 
remaining men from her decks, laid on her hatches, 
and secured his prize. 	She was called Le Jeune 
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flichard, 	mounted six six-pounders, 	one long 
eighteen-pounder, and had ninety-two men : of 
these, twenty-one were' found dead on her deck, 

. and 	thirty-three wounded. 	The crew of the 
packet consisted of no more than twenty-eight 
men and boys, of whom three were killed and 
ten wounded. 	A more gallant action . than this 
was never fought by a ship of war. The Patriotic 
Fund presented Captain Rogers with a very hand- 
some reward. 	The officers and crew were also 
remunerated for their wounds, and received suit-
able marks of approbation for their valour. 

The war with Denmark having been begun in 
Europe, its effects were speedily felt in the West 
Indies, where, in the month of December, 1807, i 
the islands of St. Thomas and St. John's, sur-
rendered to the arms of his . Majesty, under the 
command of Rear-admiral the Honourable Sir 
A. Cochrane, and General Bowyer, who, having 
left garrisons in . them under the command of 
Brigadier-general Mac Lean, proceeded to Santa 
Cruz, which capitulated to them in the .same 
manner. 	. 

The mode adopted by the governor of St. 
Thomas, to justify himself to his government and 
save his honour in surrendering his settlement, 
was singular : he sent off three officers on whose 
report he could depend, to inspect the British 
troops, and ascertain their number. 	This indul-
gence was granted by the British commanders, 
ands, the officers returned with such a report as 

   
  



1807.] 	 . EAST INDIES. 	 1.79 
induced the governor to consent to -a capitulation. 
The proper way, we apprehend, to defend either a 
ship or a garrison, is to try first what can be done 
by force of arms ; when that fails, negotiation or 
surrender must follow. 

The terms on which-these islands were surren-
dered to his Majesty's -arms, were the same as if 
they had been taken by siege and bombardment : 
all the public property became prize to the captors; 

' 	' all private property and persons were -respected; 
the inhabitants were required to make oath as to 
the exact extent of their own property, and to 
point out what might belong .to. the enemies of 

' Great Britain ; the garrisons to . be considered 
prisoners of war, and conducted to Europe as 
soon as -possible. 	The religion to remain un- 
changed ; the laws were to be at the option of his,  
Britannic Majesty. 	The property found in those 
islands was inconsiderable—a number of - small 
vessels, chiefly in ballast. 	The ordnance stores 
Were very limited in quantity. 

Rear-admiral Sir Edward Pellew, having by an 
order from home assumed the chief command in 
the Indian seas, Rear-adiniral Sir Thomas Troiv-
bridge, who had divided the station with him, 
was directed to proceed to the Cape of Good 
Rope as Commander-in-chief. 	His flag was on 
board the Blenheim, 'of seventy-four guns, for-
merly a second-rate, but cut down, and a worn-
out ship. Early in 1806, she had got on shore in 
the Straits of Malacca, where she received sq, much 
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damage as to render her unfit to cross the bay of 
Bengal ; but having repaired her at Pulo, Penang, 
and Jigged jury-masts, Sir Thomas, whose pride 
was to overcome difficulties, proceeded in her to 
Madras, where, he arrived in safety. 	Here the 
defects of the ship became daily more apparent : 
her back was broken in a most extraordinary 
manner, and hei beams and riders shewed that she 
was falling to pieces, while the labour.  of the crew 
at the pumps barely sufficed to keep the 'water 
from gaining on her 'as she lay at anchor. ' Captain 
Bissel, whose history we have related in a former 
volume, commanded the ship, and, as was his 
duty, represented her state to the Rear-admiral: 
Sir Thomas, however, persisted in his purpose of 
sailing in her to the Cape, and such was the con-
fidence reposed in his talents, that many pas- 
sengers from Madras embarked with him. 	He 
sailed, on the 12th of January; the Java, of thirty-
six guns, an old Dutch. prize-frigate, commanded. 
by Captain George Pigot, and the Harrier, brig of 
eighteen guns, Captain Finlay, being in company. 

On the 1st of February, when in lat. 22° 44' S. 
and long. 66° 11' E., not far from the S :E. end of 
Madagascar, they were caught in a tremendous 
gale of wind, and forced to lay to. 	In the even- 
ing, the Java, which was to• windward, bore up, 
to close with the Blenheim, both ships having the 
signal of distress flying : the Blenheim was ob, 
served by the officers of the Harrier to have settled 
much olower in the water, and it was the general 
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opinion that Captain Pigot, even in his own dis-
tress, had, while generously attempting to save 
some, at least, of the unfortunate people on board 
the Blenheim, ran foul of her, and accelerated 
their destruction. 	As night 'came on, the gale 
increased, and the Harrier bore away for the 
Cape, where she arrived on the 28th of the same 
month. 	Snell are the last and only accounts we 
haVe ever had of the Blenheim and)Java. As soon 
as Captain Finlay's letter reached Sir Ed. Pellew, 
in India, he conceived a faint hope that the two 
ships might have put into some port to repair; he 
therefore ordered Captain Trowbridge, only son of 
the Rear-admiral, and then commanding the Grey-
hound, of thirty-two guns, to go in search of his 
father. 	He -was first directed to proceed to the 
island of Roderigue, then to the Isle of France, 
and to. send in a flag Of truce to the Governor for 
that information:which, even in war time, would 
not be refused by. a generous enemy; after which, 
he was to go to St. Mary's, on the S.E. point of 
Madagascar, and, failing there, was to return to 
Madras. 	. 

The gallant and unhappy young officer com- 
menced 	his melancholy search, pursuing the 
course marked out by his Admiral. On his arrival 
at the Isle of France, General De Caen sent him 
every information which it had been in his power 
to collect from the different signal stations, toge-
ther with a description of certain pieces of wreck 
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which had been cast on shore, but there was 
nothing which could give the smallest clue to the 
fate of the Blenheim and Java, beyond the letter 
of Captain Finlay. 

Thus perished Sir Thomas Trowbridge, one of 
our most gallant and effective admirals, the friend 
of St. Vincent, the companion of Nelson. 	His 
maxim " never to make a difficulty," copied from 
his great patron the Earl of St. Vincent, he perhaps 
carried to an extreme; it was -the compass by 
which he had ever steered—by which he had risen 
from the lowest to the highest ranks in the service. 
He was supposed. to command more resources in 
his ship than any officer of his time. 	The Cul- 
loden was always prepared for service, a proof of 
which was afforded previously to the battle of the 
14th of February, when, being disabled in such .a 
manner as would have induced many officers to 
have gone into port, he refitted her at•sea, and had 
a very distinguished share in that glorious victory. 
He died •a baronet, and had been a lord of the 
Admiralty, 	Among others who perished with him 
in the Blenheim were, Captain Charles Elphin-
stone, son of the respected chairman .of the East 
India Company : he was a young officer of great 
talent. 	The Lord Rosehill, son of the Earl of 
Northe§k, was a midshipman on board, and there 
were about seven hundred people : in, the Java 
there were about three hundred. It is remarkable, 
that the Harrier, which escaped. from that gale, 
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foundered in the following year, nearly about the 
same spot. She was then commanded by Captain 
Ridge. 

Captain Peter Rainier, in the CarOhne, of thirty-
six guns, in the month of January captured, near 
the Straits of St. Bernardine, the Spanish register 
ship San Rafael, of sixteen guns and ninety-seven 
.men, 	of whom twenty-seven were 	killed 	of 
wounded in attempting to defend themselves and „ . 
escape from their enemy. 	She had on board a 
very valuable cargo, besides . one thousand seven 
hundred quintals of copper, and half a million of 
dollari in specie. 	She was from Lima, bound to 
Manilla.  

One of the most singular and bloody conflicts 
took place on the decks of the Victor sloop of war, 
in the Straits of Malacca, which.we have ever met 
with, in the records of English naval history. We • 
cannot refrain from presenting it to the reader, in 
the words of the gallant officer who commanded 
the sloop on the occasion : 

Extract of a letter from Captain George Bell, commanding 
his Majesty's sloop Victor, to Rear-admiral Sir Edward Pcf 
lew, Bart, commander-in-chief of his Mgjesty's squadron in the 
East Indies, dated Port Cornwallis, Prince of Wales Island;  
22d May, 1807. 

Your Excellency has undoubtedly, ere now, received one of 
my letters, respecting the capture of four brigs out of Batavia 
.roads. 

Off Cheribon (a little td the eastward of Batavia) on the 15th 
of April, we chased and hrought-to three prows under. Dutch 
colours; at five P. M. Ofi its falling calm, anchored; out boats 
and sent them armed to bring the prows alongside; two were 
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brought to the larboard .side, the other hung on the quarter; 
got the prisoners out of the two alongside (amounting to near one 
hundred and twenty), and placed a strong guard over them, 
under the direction of Lieutenant Wemyss, as I intended send-
ing them away ,after overhauling their cargoes. 

Lieutenant Parsons had been on board the prow on the quar-
ter, but returned with his people, on finding it impracticable 
to get the crew from below. 	I instantly ordered her to be 
hauled close up under the quarter, fired a carronade into her 
and musketry, which they returned by throwing spears, and 
firing-  pistols, &c.; got a gun out of the stem ports and fired' 
into her, the spark], of which most unfortunately reached some 
powder (which must have been carelessly handed out of some of 
the prows) abaft, and blew the after-part of the ship up ; at this 
alarming moment, the guard over the prisoners dropped their 
arms and ran to extinguish the fire. 

The prisoners instantly seized their arms, and picked 	up 
several spears and knives which had been thrown on board, and 
attacked the ship; by this time (eight P. M.) the tire'most provi-
dentially, by great exertion of officers and men, was got under, 
prows cut adrift, and the attention of all bands directed to the 
defence of the ship, which was admirably performed; for, in 
little more than half an hour, eighty of them lay dead in a most 
mangled state, the rest driven overboard ; but sorry am I to 
add not without severe loss on our side, including those blown 
overboard, and those who have since died of their wounds, a list 
of which 1 herewith enclose for your Excellency's satisfaction. 
Amongst the killed is Lieutenant Blaxton, who bad a spear ruu 
through him, while accompanying me on the main-deck.—He 
died most gallantly. 

A list of the killed and wounded on the 15th of April, 1807. 
it 'Killed—Mr. H. Blaxton, lieutenant, and five seamen. 

Wounded—Captain C. Bell ; Thomas Coultherd, gunner ; 
one sergeant of marines, one private ditto, 'twenty two seamen. 

gergoant of marines and eight seamen since dead of their 
wounds. 

(A true extract.) 
• EDW. HAWKE LOCKER, Sec. to his Excel. 

. 	 . 

The Malays have been long distinguished in 
India for their treachery. 	The caution of former 
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days appears to have subsided, but in 1791, we 
should never have admitted so Many of those 
people.  on, board of one ship, without placing them 
under -the most secure confinement. 	The slaugh- 
ter of eighty human beings, only suspected of 
having enemies' property in the vessels, , must 
have occasioned the most poignant - reflections to 

aptain Bell, particularly when to their death was 
added that of fourteen of his own men, and the 
severe wounds of others. .Nothing short of the most 
determined valour and coolness could have saved 
the ship and the people in such complicated peril. 

Sir Edward Pellew sailed from Malacca in the 
month of May, having with him the Culloden, 
seventy-four; Powerful, seventy-four; 	Caroline, 
thirty-six ; 	Fox, thirty-two, with the Victoria, 
Samarang, Seaflower, and Jaseur sloops, and Wor-
cester transport; with this force, including a body 
of troops, he arrived off the harbour of .Griesse, 
where a Dutch naval force was assembled, and 
sent in.  a flag of truce to the Governor to "demand 
their surrender, which being granted, the Resolutke, 
of seventy guns; Pluto, seventy; and Rutkoff, of 
forty, with a sheer hUlk, - were set on fire and 
burnt : they were old ships, though perhaps they 
might, except the hulk, have made a voyage to 
Europe. 

On the coast of Ceylon an action was fought 
between the St. Fiorenzo, of forty-four guns, and 
the Piedmontaise, a French frigate, of very .supe-
rior qualities, both in construction and equipment. 
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The action . was brought on by the,  Fiorenzo, 
chasing to windward, in the evening of the 7th of 
March ; at five she shewed her -colours, and made 
the private signal, which was not answered. 	At 
forty minutes past eleven, P. M. the Fiorenzo, on 
the larboard tack, ranged alongside of her enemy, 
and received his broadside : the action continued 
for ten minutes, when the Frenchman made off, 
and the Fiorenzo.chased ; at daylight, finding he 
coula not avoid fighting, .the Captain of the Pied- 
montaise hove to, to receive his enemy.; 	at 
twenty-five minutes past six, the abtion was re-
mewed at the distance of half a mile, and gradually, 
diminished ; at a quarter past eight, the enemy 
again . made sail away ; the fire of the Fiorenzo 
being directed to the hull, that of the French 
frigate to the rigging,of her opponent, the former 
was more disabled than the latter in her masts 
and yards. 	 . 

It was long before the Fiorenzo could repair 
her numerous damages so as to be enabled to 
pursue her enemy. 	They, however, continued to 
keep. sight of him during the night; and on the 
morning of the 8th, being perfectly prepared to 
renew the action, bore down upon him under 
all sail ; the Piedmontaise made no attempt on 
this occasion to avoid fighting : at three, P. M. 

they came again alongside of each other, and 
renewed the bloody _contest; at the second broad: 
side, the gallant young Hardinge, the heroic and 
lamented captain of the Fiorenzo, fell by a grape- 
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shot in 'his neck. 	Lieutenant George Dawsoh 
succeeded to the command, and nobly terminated 
the day; after one hour and a half more of severe 
and close contest the enemy surrendered, and 
hailed for a boat to be sent to them. - 
. The Piedmontaise was commanded by Monsieur 
Epron ; she. had on board_ at the commencement 
of the action, three hundred and sixty-six French-
men, and two hundred Laicars,.making five. hun-
dred and sixty-six : of these forty-eight were killed-, 
and a hundred and twelve wounded : the St. Fio-
renzo had thirteen killed and twenty-five wounded,,  
but few dangerously. Lieutenant Dawson was pro, 
moted to the rank of p_ctst-captain,-and a monument 
in St. Paul's cathedral', commemorates the name!,  
of Captain Hardinge, and the victory in which he, , 
fell. 	 ._, 

Captain the. Honourable George Elliot, in La 
Modeste, of thirty-six guns, captured on the 9th 
of October, off the Sand Heads, the French na- 

• tional corvette, La Jena, pierced' for .twenty-four 
guns, but mounting only eighteen, and having a 
complement of one hundred and sixty men. 

Sir Edward Pellew having information of an 
enemy's naval force being in some of the ports in 
the . island of Java, took with him a squadron, 
consisting of the Culloden, seventy-four (his flag 
ship), commanded by Captain Christopher Cole; 
the Russel, of seventy-four guns, Captain Robert 
Williams ; Belliqueux, sixty-four, Captain George 
Byng, now Lord Viscount Torrington; Powerful, 
seventy-four, Captain R. Plampin; Sir Francis 
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Drake, thirty-eight, Capt. George Harris; Psyche, 
thirty-six, Captain Fleetwood-Pell ew ; Terpsichore, 
thirty-two, Captain Walter Bathurst, with the 
SeafloWer, brig, Lieutenant W. Owen. 

Passing through the Straits "of Sunda, the Rear-
admiral captured the Wilhelmina, a Mitch armed 
brig, and on the following morning arrived off Bar 
tavia : ' directing a. frigate and a brig into the road, 
by passing between'the island of Ornust and Java, 
the Rear-admiral with the. other ships took a more 
circuitous route. 	The Dutch, on perceiving the 
meditated attack, cut their cables, and ran on 
shore ; the ships of the line . were unable to ap- 
proach from the .shbalness of the water. 	The 'Sir 
Francis Drake, and Terpsichore, got near enough 
td 'cover the boats, which; led in by Captain 
Fleetwood Pellew, boarded and destroyed all the 
enemy's vessels in the road, disregarding the heavy 
fire of the ships and batteries. • 

This was one of the severest blows on the com-
merce of Holland, which it had hitherto received 
in the eastern seas; her principal sea-port had been 
found so vulnerable as to be insufficient to protect 
even her ships of war, every one of which found 
riding there, with all their merchant shipping, had 
been`given up to the flames, with the trifling loss 
on our part, of one man killed, and four wounded. 
The names of the ships destroyed were— 

Ships. 	 Guns. 	Men. 
Frigate Phoenix 	  36 	 260 

	

Brig of war Aventurier 	 18 	 o - • 	90 

	

-- Zeo Ploeg 	 14  	50 
Armed ship Patriot 	 20  	90 . - -.• 
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Skips. 	'Guns. 	Men. 

Armed ship Arnistien 	 10  	50 

	

Aimed brig Johanna Susanna • • • . 8 	 . 24 
. 	Snelbeid   	6  	24 

Corvette William . 	  14  	98 
Brig Maria 	  14  	90. 

About twenty merchant ships were also de-
stroyed and two taken. 

In the month of September, Captain F. Pellew 
anchored - off the port .of Samaring,, and sent • his 
boats under the command of Lieutenant Kerste-.  
man, in .pursuit of an armed.  schooner and a mer-
chant brig, both of which were boarded, captured, 
and burnt ; ,the boats were recalled, and. the 
Psyche weighed and chased vessels of more im-
portance, which she soon brought close to action ; 
these were an armed ship of seven hundred tons 
with a valuable cargo, a brig of twelve guns and 
seventy men, and the Scipio, a corvette of twenty- 
four guns and one hundred and fifty men. 	They 
had run, on 'shore, and the Psyche, as she engaged 
them, lay in thiee fathoms water : Captain Pellew 
brought out all his prizes, and arrived safe with 
them at Madras. 

On the arrival of the dispatches from Sir Home 
Popham and General Beresford at Buenos Ayres, 
a force immediately proceeded to the new con-
quest : in the meanwhile Lieutenant-colonel Back-
house, of the 43d regiment, on whom the com-
mand of the troops had devolved during the' cap-
tivity of General Beresford, decided, in conjunction 
with Sir Home Popham, to attack the .city of 
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Monte Video, but the shoalness of the water not 
admitting the near approach of the ships of war, 
the plan was abandoned in favour of an enterprise 
on Maldonada. 	Lieutenant-colonel Vassal, with 
four hundred men, landed, and advanced with 
Colonel " Backhouse to that village, which they 
entered at • the point of the bayonet, killing and 
wounding fifty of the enemy, without any loss on 
our side. 	The Spaniards fled and left their guns. 
The batteries wgich defend the harbour of Mal-
donada were taken on the following day by Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Vassal. 	The little army was ac- 
companied 	by a small party of seamen" and 
marines from the ships of war. 	The island of 
Goretti, which forms the harbour, was strongly 
fortified, but surrendered on the summons of Sir 
Home Popham, and the British squadron and 
transports found a safe anchorage, and a plentiful 
supply of provisions and water. 	By this time 
General Achmuty had arrived, and with him a 
very large reinforcement of troops; in the Ardent 
and Lancaster, of sixty-four guns, and some trans- 
ports. 	The General immediately. evacuated Mal, 
donada, reserving a garrison in 	the island of 
Goretti.' Rear-admiral Stirling, in pursuance of 
his instructions, sent Sir Home Popham to Eng- 
land. 	After the departure of Sir Home, the forces 
began their operations on Monte Video ; the 
landing of the troops was effected on the 18th of 
January, nine miles from the town : the enemy 
acted with some show of firmness, having .their 
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artillery drawn up on the height. • On the follow- 
ing day, 	four thousand of the native cavalry 
opposed Brigadier-general Lumley, occupying the 
high ground on his right, and pouring upon him 
a heavy fire •of round and grape. 	Lieutenant- 
colonel Brownrigg charged them, took one of 
their guns, and dispersed their forces. 	Our army 
then advanced to within two miles of the citadel, 
and took up a position in the suburbs. 	On the 
20th, six thousand men, cavalry and infantry, 'sal-
lied out of Monte Video to attack the invaders, but 
after an obstinate resistance, and great slaughter, 
they fled ; 	their loss was computed at fifteen 
hundred in killed, wounded, and prisoners : after 
this affair, many of the people retired to their 
distant habitations, leaving the British General 
full leisure to attack the city, which he found was 
defended by one hundred and sixty pieces of 
cannon, and a strong garrison. 	The enemy had 
possession of the island of Ratones, commanding 
the harbour, where they had some gun-boats, 
which gave our people considerable annoyance, 
but the British army had now completely hemmed 
in the garrison in a semicircle on the landside, 
cutting off all their supplies, except such as came 
in boats from the opposite shores of the river ; 
this source of sustenance was still more precarious 
by the near approach of the British squadron, 
whose artillery now co-operated with that of the 
army in battering the town, but at too great a 
distance to produce any serious effect. 	The Bri- 
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gadier-general having; 	by the 2d of February,. 
gradually advanced his batteries, to within six 

_ hundred yards , of the works; had made a breach 
and determined to storm the town, although he 
kneW that in the attempt he must necessarily 
expose his army. to heavy arid deliberate fire. 
Orders were accordingly given to prepare for the 
assault; an hour before daybreak,, on the mornl. 
ing of the 3d: the troops which had the. honour of 
being selected for this important service were 
the rifle corps under Major Gardiner, the light 
infantry under Majors Brownrigg and Trotter, 
the grenadiers under Majors Campbell and. Tucker, 
and r  the 	38th .under. Lieutenant-colonel Vassals  
and,Major Nugent; these were supported by the 
40th regiment under Major Dalrymple, and the 
87th under Lieutenant-colonel Batler and Major 
Miller. 

Thewhole were commanded by Colonel Browne; 
the remainder of the force consisting, of detach-
menti of the 20th and 21st light dragoons, the,17th 
and 47th regiments, a company of the 71st and a 
corps of eight hundred marines and seamen, .index 
the Command of Captains Donnelly and Palmer, of 
the troyarnavy, were encamped under the com-
mand, of Brigadier-general Lumley to protect the 
rear. 	, 

The navy having co-operated in. this splendid 
expedition, its glorious result may reasonably be 
allowed .a place in naval history ; nor, can it be 
given in more forcible language than that of the . 
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• 4 	4 
gallant general who commanded the attack : -At 
the appointed hour the. troops marched to the 
assault, they approached to the breach before they 
were discovered, when a destructive fire tom. 
every gun that could bear, and from the musketry 
of the garrison, opened upon them ; heavy as it 
was, our loss would have been comparatively 
trifling if the breach had been open, but during 

- the night, and under the fire, the enemy had bar- 
, ricadoed it ' with hides, so as to render it nearly 	, 
impracticable. . The night was extremely dark, 
the head of the column missed the breach, and ' 
when it was approached it was so shut up that it 

, was mistaken for the untouched walls. 	In this 
situation the troops remained under a heavy fire 
for a quarter of an hour, when the spot was' dis- 
covered by Captain Renny of the 	40th light 
infantry, who pointed it out, and gloriously fell as 
he mounted to the assault ; our gallant soldiers 
rushed on, and difficult as it was of access, forced 
their way into the town. 	.Cannon were placed at 
the head of the principal streets, their fire for a 
short time was destructive, but the troops ,ad-
vanced in all directions, carrying every batterywith 
their bayonets, and overturning the ,guns. 	The 
40th regiment with Colonel . Browne followed; 
they also missed the breach, and twice passed 
through the fire of the batteries before they found 

 it. 	Our loss during the siege was trifling, but in 
"the assault many brave officers and men purchased 
the honour of their country with their lives : ope 

VOL. IV. 	 0 

   
  



194 	 SOUTH AMERICA! 	L1807. 
* 	• 

major, three captains, two lieutenants, two ser-
geants, five drummers, one hundred and five rank 
and file killed; two lieutenant-colonels, three cap- 
.tains, eight lieutenants, four ensigns;  four staff, 
eighteen sergeants, five drummers, two hundred' 
and thirty-five rank and file wounded. 

The part of the enterprise which fell to the share 
of the navy, is fully detailed in the dispatches of 
Rear-admiral Stirling.  

The landing, it appears, was first- effected at 
Carreta point, which is about seven miles to the 
eastward of the town. The covering vessels were 
under the command and direction of Captain 
Lucius. Hardyman, of the royal navy, who, not-
withstanding the shallow water and bad weather, 
got near enough to afford protection to the soldiers. 
As the army advanced, the naval department 
attended its motions along the shore, conveying 
supplies, harassing the enemy, and receiving the 
wounded men, the whole of whom were safely 
conveyed to their ships. 

The largest ships of war the Rear-admiral dis-
posed of in such a manner as to prevent the escape 
of any merchant vessels, and to cut off all com-
munication between Colonna and Buenos Ayres ; 
the guns were landed from the ships of the line, 
and planted in battery, and, at one time, not less 
than one thousand four hundred men were on 
shore from the squadron. 	The defence having 
been protracted, the ammunition began to fall*  
short, and in two days their powder would' have 
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been expended. 	This was probably the reason 
which induced the able and gallant General to 
decide on an enterprise rarely attempted, and 
which was crowned with the most perfect success, 

"unsullied by any act of barbarity so commonly 
practised by an infuriated soldiery in similar occa- 
sions. 	" At dayligbt," says the General, " every 
thing was in our  possession except the citadel, 
which made a show of resistance,but soon sur-- 

J tendered, and early in the morning the town was 
quiet, and the women were peaceably walking in 
the streets." 	Two valuable officers, Lieutenant- ' 
colonels Vassal and Brownrigg, died 'of their 
wounds; and Major Dalrymple was killed in.  the 
assault, as were the Captains Renny and Dicken- 
son, with many others. 	. 	. 

As soon as Fort Saint Philip had surrendered, 
Lieutenant Wm. Milne, with the armed launches 
of the squadron, landed and took possession of 
the island of Rattones, which mounted ten, guns, 
and had a garrison of seventy men. 	This was d. 
post of importance to the navy in the progress Or 
its operations. 	A frigate of twenty-eight guns, 
lying in the harbour, was set on fire, and blew up 
after her crew had left her. 	Three gun-boats 
shared the same fate, but the other vessels were 
saved. 	The tons of shipping.captured amounted 
to thirteen thousand, exclusive of many vessels 
not thought sea-worthy; and a number of gun- 
%oats and launches armed for war: 	Smile of the-
vessels might have been fitted 'for the king's ser- 

o 2 
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vice; six of them mounted from ten to twenty 
four guns, but they were never employed, we 
conclude, for want of seamen to man them. 	On 
the 16th .of March, the little town of Colonia sur-
rendered to the Pheasant, sloop of war, under the * 
command of Captain Palmer, and a detachment of 
the army under Lieutenant-colonel Park, Late in 
the month of April, - a strong body of the enemy 
advanced in the night to "take the place by sur7  
prise, but being met by the British troops they 
fled, .leaving a few dead on the field of battle. 

• Early in June, Rear-admiral George Murray and 
Lieutenant-general Whitelock arrived in the river, 
and were soon after joined by Brigadier-general 
Crawford with more troops. 	General Whitelock 
assuming the chief command, landed with the 
reinforcements at Grennado de Barragon, about 
eight miles to the eastward of Buenos Ayres, on 

1  the south side of the river : proceeding through a 
difficult ground to the village of Reduccion, on .the 

. banks of the little river Chuelo, where the enemy 
had constructed batteries, and thrown up a formi- 
dable line of defence. 	The army soon bore clown 
all impediments, and formed a line of circum-
vallation round the city, of Buenos Ayres, which 
now required nothing more than a few days of 
severe bombardment to induce ' the Governdr to ' 
capitulate. 	Unfortunately 	the 	Commander-in- 
chief determined to attack the place without 
waiting for his heavy artillery, and to carry it by 

. the bayonet withott allowing his soldiers to load! 
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T9 those who are unacquainted with the style of 
building in Spain, and the colonies of that country, 
it may be proper to observe, that the Moors 
probably introduced the custom of constructing.  
their houses like fortifications, that is, an exterior 
'of strong stone work, with iron bars to the win-
dows and massive doors—the interior presented a 
court-yard, surrounded with two or three tiers of 
balconies, and a staircase, which Might be easily 
defended by few li&ids against a great force. The 
roofs of. the houses were flat, and, consequently, 
afforded the most ' favourable retreat to armed 
soldiers, or even . to women and children ; to set 
fire to such houses from without was nearly impost'  
Bible. 	A town thus constructed, it must appear 
evident, would surrender to nothing short of bOm- 
bardment. 	" Yet," says the General, " the town 
and suburbs being divided into squares of one 
hundred and forty yards each side,•and a know-
ledge that the. enemy meant to occupy the flat 
roofs of the houses, gave rise to the following plan 
of attack : ' 

°° Brigadier-general Sir Samuel Achmuty was 
4. 

 

directed to detach the 38th regiment to possess 
itself of the Plaza. de Toros, and the adjacent 
strong ground, and there take post. 	The' 87th, 
5th, 36th, and 88th, were each-divided into wings, 
and each • wing ordered to penetrate into the 
Street directly in its front. 	The light battalion 
divided into wings, and each followed by a wing 
of the 95th regiment, 'and a three-pounder, was 
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ordered to proceed down the two streets on the 
righi6of the central one, and the 45th down the 
two adjoining, and after clearing the streets of the 
enemy, to take post at the Residencia : two six-
pounders were ordered along the central street, 
covered by the carabineers and -three troops of 
the 9th light dragoons, the remainder of which 
was posted as a reserve in the centre. 	Each 
division was ordered to proceed along the street 
directly in its front, until it arrived *t the last 
square of houses next the river, of which it was 
to possess itself, forming on the flat roofs (of the 
houses), and there wait for further orders. 	The 
95th regiment was to occupy two of the most 
commanding situations from which it could an7  
noy the enemy. 	Two corporals with tools were 
ordered to march at.  the head of each column, for 
the purpose of breaking open the doors. 	The 
whole were unloaded, and no firing was, to be 
permitted until the columns had reached their 

.final points, and formed. A cannonade in the cen-
tral streets was the signal for the whole to come 
forward." 

The first onset of the British soldiers, led by 
Sir Samuel Achmuty, was successful. 	He pos- 
sessed himself of the Plaza de Toros, the post he 
was directed to attack, but with much loss, from 
the sheltered fire of the enemy ; he however took 
thirty-two pieces of cannon, a quantity of ammu- 
nition, alLd six hundred prisoners. 	The other 
divisions moved with different success; that under 
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Brigadier-general Lumley was opposed by a heavy 
fire from the tops and windows of the houses, the 
doors of which were found so strongly barricadoed, 
as to render it impossible to force them, and had 
they indeed succeeded, the inside of. the house 
would still have offered sufficient obstacle to the 
assailants. 	The streets were intersected by deep 
ditches, within which were planted cannon, firing 
grape .on the advancing columns. • Notwithstand-
ing  this foieripaidable opposition, the 36th regimeht 
gained its final destination, but the 88th was so 
much weakened as to be forced to surrender. 
The farther our troops advanced into the city, the 
more obstinate was the resistance they encoun-
tered, and the most terrible slaughter ensued of 
the finest troops in the world ; their leaders lay 
dead or wounded, with a great part of the 	en : m 
the fire from the house-tops, windoWs, and artil-
lery, fell like hail, and mowed them clown at every 
instant, while the streets streamed with the blood 
of our defenceless slaughtered countrymen : pro-
digies of valour were performed, charges were 
made and guns were taken, but no .impression 
could be effectual on the pnpenetrable fortifica- 
tions of the houses. 	Brigadier-general CrawfOrd 
was forced to surrender with his division, and two 
thousand British troops had lost their lives, their 
limbs, or their liberty, by the ill-judged enter- 
prise. 	Hand-grenades, bricks, and stones, from 
the tops of the houses, added to the 'estructive 
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fire of guns and. musketry: 	" Every householder 
with 'his Negroes, defended his dwelling, each of 
which was in itself a fortress." 	" Such," says the 
General, ‘,‘ was the situation of the army on the 
morning of the 6th of July, when General Liniers 
addressed a letter to me, offering to give up all his 
prisoners taken in the affair, together - with the 
.71st regiment, and others taken with Brigadier-
general Beresford, if I desisted from any farther 
aftack on the town, and withdrew his.' Majesty's 
forces from the river of La Plata, intimating at 
the same time, from the exasperated state of the . 
populace, he could not answer for the safety of 
the prisoners, if I persisted in offensive measures:" 
,These were the considerations which • induced 
General Whitelocke .to• accept of the proposals 
made to him : the British army withdrew- from 
the ill-fated river. 	Thus ended the British inva- 
sion of South America—disastrous, but not altoge-
ther inglorious; enriching a few to the destrUction 
of many.  

The dispatches from Rear-admiral.  J. Murray, 
give an able outline of the naval operations of 
which he was the levier. 	Unhappily the .diffi-- 
ctilties of the navigation in the Rio de la Plata, 
prevented the co-operation of the ships of .war : 
even the gun-brigs could not get nearer to -the 
beach than one mil, and the transports lay 
aground as they discharged their troops. 	The 
Rear-admiral pushed' his light vessels as much in 
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advance. as possible: 	Captain Corbett, of. the 
Neteide, of thirty-six guns, , Captains Thompson 
in the Fly, Provost in the Saracen, with the 
transports and gun-brigs, were placed to+ the 
westward of the city of Buenos Ayres, as close as 
the depth of water would admit, but the INTereide, 
-though in no more than three fathoms water, was 
still nine miles from the town, consequently the 
army could derive nq support from. the guns of the 
ships of war. 	The exertions of the naval officers 
and seamen were therefore confined to the landing 
of provisions and ammunition, and dragging the 
_artillery for the army through the swamps, with 
Which the south side of the river abounds. 

On hearing the disastrous result of the attack of 
the 4th of July, the Rear-admiral got on boald 
the Staunch, gun-brig, and- went up the river, 
anchoring off the post occupied by Sir Samuel 
Achmuty 1 the Medusa, Thisbe, and Saracen, 
were ordered to follow as far as they could with 
safety.. 	Soon after the Rear-admiral received a 
note from the General, . giving him intimation of 
the disasters which had befallen the army, and 
expressing a wish to see the Rear-admiral, who 
lost no time in repairing to head-quarters, when, 
becoming acquainted with the true state of our 
affairs, he, with - every general officer present, 
consented- to the following terms : 	. 
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Preliminary Propositions agreed to between the General 
of the English army and that of the Spanish army on the 

.River Plata. 

1. A 'cessation of hostilities. 
2. The British troops to retain possession of Monte Video 

for two months.  
3. A mutual restitution of prisoners. 
4.: Provisions to be allowed free entrance into Monte Video. 
5. Ten days to be allowed .for the British troops to pass over 

to the north side Of, the river, with all their arms, cannon, stores, 
and equipages. 	 .. 

6. During the period of four months, no impediment shall be 
thrown in the way of the commerce of the British merchants. 

The 	sixth 	article inadmissible, because contrary to tile 
Spanish laws. 	 . 

1. Additional. 	When Monte Video is restored, it is to be 
uninjured, with the Spanish artillery originally belonging to it. 

2. Additional. 	There shall be mutually three officers of rank 
exchanged, until the fulfilment of the treaty, it being under-
stood that those British officers, who have been in this country 
on their parole, are not again to serve iu South America until 
they have been landed in Europe. 

Lieutenant-general Whitelocke returned to Eng-
land on board the Saracen, sloop of war, com- 
manded by Captain James Prevost. 	Soon after 
his arrival, he was tried by a court-martial, assem-
bled . at Chelsea Hospital, and sentenced to be 
dismissed from his Majesty's service. The public 
mind was excited against this unhappy general 
in a greater degree than he appears to have de-
served ; his sentence was received with appro-
bation, and by many thought not sufficiently 
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severe. 	Yet as he was. neither convicted of .90*- 
ardice ortreachery,,bat simply error in jgdRitent, 
the common infirmity of our nature, we cannot 
but think the ends of putilic• justice were com-
pletely answered by his' removal from the service. 

The expedition cost one thousand two hundred 
oficers  and men, killed and wounded,, and 'deserted 
or missing: 	 . 
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• CHAP. III. 

1.  State of Europe—Debates in parliament on the subject of 
the Danish war—Speech of Lord Sid mbuth—of Lord Hawkes-
bury—of Mr. Yorke—Consequences of the peace of Tilsit—
Designs of Bonaparte on Spain—Pretended overtures for 
peace—Declaration of the King of Great Britain in favour of 
Spain—The French armies under Murat advance into that 
country—Weak policy of Charles IV.—Ferdinand meets Bo-
naparte at Bayonne—General insurrection in Spain—Return 
of Admiral Gambier to England—Is created a Baron—Thanks 
of parliament opposed by Lord Holland, as regarded the navy 
—Sir James Saumarez appointed to command in the Baltic—
Rear-admiral Sir RiChatd Keats sails for Gottenburg, with 
the army under command of Sir John Moore—History of the 
Spanish army under the Marquis de la Romana—Capture of 
the Prince Christian Frederick.-Embarkation of the Spanish 
army from Nyebourg—Capture of the Admiral Yawl, Danish ' 
brig—Death of Captain Bettesworth—Actions in the Baltic 
—Centaur, Implacable, and Swedes, against the Russian fleet, 
who retreat into Rogeswick—Captdre of the Sewolod—List 
of Swedish and Russian fleets—Capture and destruction of 
the Sea-gull—Distinguished conduct of Captains Cathcart 

, and Caulfeild. 
2.  Channel.--Maitland, in the Emerald, attacks and burns a 

French privateer in Vivero—Death of Captain Conway Ship-
ley—Capture of the Guelderland by the Virginie, and of La 
Sylphe by the Comet—Of the Thetis by the Amethyst, and 
of L'Hebe by La Loire. 

3; Mediterranean.—Admiral Allemande, with eight sail of the 
line,escapes out of Rochefort—Pursued by Sir Richard Strachan 
—Watched by the Spartan—Gets into Toulon—Noble action 
between the Redwing and Spanish flotilla—Affairs of Spain 
and Porttigal—Insurrection at Cadiz—Murder of Solano—
Peace between England and Spain—Letters from Lord Col-
lingwood to Admiral Purvis and 1the Spanish authorities— 
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Their reply, and terms of agreement signed—Caiture of the 
French squadron under Admiral Rossilly—Operations of the 
British squadron—Insurrection at Oporto and St. Andero— 
Surrender of Dupont's army—Sir Arthur Wellesley sails from 
Cork, and lands in Portugal—First battle between British and 
French troops at Rolica—Battle of Vimiera—Convention of 
Cintra—Surrender of the Russian squadron to Sir Charles.. 
Cotton—Actions in the Mediterranean—Capture of the Turk-
ish' frigate Badere -Zaffere—Romana's army lands at Corunna 
—Sir ...John Moore and Sir. David Baird also land with their 
division—Retreat of British army—Actions of small vessels 
in the Mediterranean. 	 •  

, 4. West Indies.—Revolution in the Spanish settlements in 
America—Action between the Circe and squadron with the 
French batteries at Martinique—Jamaica station—Various 
gallant actions. 

5. East Indies.—Capture of the Laurel. 

THE attack on Copenhagen excited the most lively. 
sensation throughout the country, and was one of 
the first. objects which occupied the attention of 
parliament. , 

His Majesty, in the speech from the throne on 
the 21st of January, mentioned the peace of Til-
sit, and the effects which that event was likely to 
produce in the affairs of Europe ; of the power 
which France had acquired ; and of the determi-
nation of Napoleon to use it for our destruction. 
The minor states of Europe, which till then -had 
been at peace with us, were now dragged into 
hostility ; and the fleets of Denmark and Portugal 
might be numbered among our enemies. 	The ad- 
dress was moved in the house of peers by the Earl 
of Galloway, then a captain in the navy ; and in 
the commons by Lord Archibald Hamilton: self- 
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defence was the ground on which the ministers 
rested their justification; and so firmly-did they re-
sist and so ably refute every argument of their oppo-
nents, that the country remained convinced of the 
absolute necessity of their measures. 	In reading 
over the debates on this interesting subject, we are 
naturally struck with the change produced in the 
appearance of the same object, when viewed from 
different sides -of the house. The men who advised 
the detention of the Spanish frigates, in 1804,-de-
nied the right of Great Britain to attack the fleet 
at Copenhagen. 	Yet the cases were precisely pa:  
rallel, as far as right was concerned, and the point 
of necessity was infinitely in favour of the latter. 

.The question has now been long set at rest, not '-
only by the unanswerable arguments of the best 
lawyers, by quotations from the most approved 
writers on the law of nations, but by the admission 
of Bonaparte himself. 	It was with the most un- 
accountable party zeal denied by. a noble Lord 
(Sidmouth), that Denmark could by any possibi-
lity be at amity with France ; and consequently 
he inferred, that we had nothing to fear from her; 
that the invasion of Zealand by Bonaparte was 
impracticable, because the Danes in the severest 
winter might easily have broken the ice on their _
.own shores ; and that even had the enemy got 
possession of the Danish fleet, it could not have 
been a subject of alarm to us ; and that, previous 
to the battle of Trafalgar, an addition of such a 
number of ships to the fleets of our enemies would 
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have given us no serious uneasiness. Avery intimate 
knowledge of the sentiments of the Danes towards 
this country, leaves us no reason to suppose they 

' would have opposed any plans of N4oleon for our 
destruction; but that eighteen sail of the line, and 
as Many frigates, all manned with Danish seamen, 
could -have given us no uneasiness previously to 
the battle of Trafalgar, is a proposition to which 
we cannot agree. 	A Danish fleet. ship for ship, 
was in no respect inferior to that of France or Hol-
land : suppose then such a fleet had gone north 
about, and reached our West India islands, the 
Cape of Good Hope, or Tranquebar, shall we be 
told that it would have caused us no uneasiness? 
While the immortal Nelson had been forced to quit 
the Mediterranean, leaving scarcely a British ship 
behind him on that station, shall' we say that the 
fleet of Denmark could have done us no injury ? 
What was the state of the public mind when we 
heard how the gallant and injured Calder had 
beaten Villeneuve, and was still in pursuit of him? 
What should we have said to ministers, if they had 
infoimed us, that in addition to our other causes of 
anxiety, a Danish fleet was at sea, with twenty 
thousand land troops on board ? 

The facts of the case, however, left ministers no 
choice ; they acted with vigour, and. had all the' 
good sense of the nation on their side. 	Lord 
Hawkesbury maintained that the treaty of Tilsit 
had placed the navies of Denmark and Portugal 
at the command of Napoleon; his Lordship might 
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have added,. that of RuSsia.and Sweden must have 
followed. It *as proved, through many channels, 
that the whole were to unite in common .cause 
against Great Britain, on whose shores the com-
bined fleets of France, Spain, Portugal, and Den-
mark, should make a descent: the measures of the 
board . of Admiralty, at which Lord Mulgrave pre-
sided, were marked with decision, firmness, and 
activity. Bonaparte was foiled with his own wea-
pons ; while he deliberated, we acted, and antici- 
pated the master-stroke of his policy. 	Hence his 
impotent rage ; and hence the steps which led to 
his ruin. 

One observation made by the Right Honourable 
Charles Yorke deserves 'to be remembered, in an-
swer to a call for more evidence and for papers, to 
prove assertions relative to the secret articles of 
the peace of Tilsit. 	The Honourable Gentleman 
stated, that in Consequence of a motion made for 
papers by Mr, Fox in the American war, relative 
to the sailing of the Toulon fleet, the French had 
been able to cut off a source of information which 
this country had possessed in Holland since the 
days of Queen Anne.  

It was contended on this occasion, as well as on 
the commencement of hostilities in 1803, that a 

*declaration of war was necessary on our part, be-
fore we undertook the violent measures which our 
government had thought it right to adopt. 	Such 
was the language and reasoning held by Napoleon 
himself; but was it consistent either with his known 
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volley,' or with the practice of Europe for the last 
two hundred years ? France, of all the nations on 
earth, was the least governed by Such forms, unless 

'they chanced to suit her own views. 
A -pamphlet,* written' by Mr. Ward, Who was a 

lord of the Admiralty with Lord Mulgrave, com-
pletely clears `any doubt that might have been en-' 
tertained on the subject. 	That learned gentleman 
has-proved, in a work published tno years before.  
the expedition to Copenhagen, that, froin the-  days, 
of the Spanish armada to our -own time, such a 
formality had rarely if ever been observed! In the 
attack on Copenhagen, the declaration of our go-
vernment, and the proclamations of the cothapansd-
era-in-chief, were in every point of view guffitient.  
for the'purpose of warning a peaceful nation of the 
approach of war. 

It would be easy to-prove from the writings of 
the! best commentators on the law of nations, that , 
it was not only our right but our duty to seize, 
the fleet of Denmark. 	Grotius, in his third book, 
chap! 1. art. 2. has the following passage :--, 

Moreover, I may, without considering whether it is merited 
or not, take possession of that which belongs to another, if I' 
have reason to fear any evil from. his holding it, but I cannot 
make myself, the master ,or proprietor of it, the possession 
having nothing to do with the end which I propose. 	I can only 
keep possession of that thing until my safety is sufficiently pro-
vided for. 

* An Enquiry into the Manner in which the different Wars 
of Europe were begun, "Sze. 	By R. Ward, Esq. Barrister.. 
J. Butterworth, London, 1805. 

v91.. IV. 
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It was precisely under .such a view of the case, 
that the - British government proposed the stir-
render of the Danish fleet, and the refusal.of the 
Danes to-that request became a justifiable cause 
of hostility. 

We should have contented ourselves with this 
conclusive paragraph from the highest authority, 
'but, while the sheets were going to press, the 
Memoirs of douche, Duke. of Otrante, the friend 

. and confidential adviser•of Bonaparte, appeared in 
• this country, and from that work, page 362, we 
make the following extract, being a literal trans-
lation 

About this time the success of the attack on Copenhagen by 
-the English was known; this was the first derangeMent of the 
secret stipulations of the treaty of Tilsit, in virtue of which, 
THE NAVY OF DENMARK WAS TO HAVE BEEN 
',LACED AT THE DISPOSAL OF FRANCE!! ! 	Since 
the' catastrophe of Paul I., I bad never seen Napoleon in such 
a transport of rage. 	That which most struck him in this vigor- 
ous coup-de-main, was the promptitude and resolution of the 
English minister. 

He suspected a new infidelity in the secret of his cabinet, 
and charged me to ascertain if it could have arisen from any 
resentment for a recent disgrace (alluding to the dismissal of 
Talleyrand from the department of Foreign Affairs). 

That every word of this 'statement is correct, 
there can be no doubt; but it is highly probable that 
the English minister, without receiving any commu-
nication out of the cabinet of St. Cloud,:was fully 
convinced, after the treaty of Tilsit, what would 
have been the-destination of the fleets of the North. 
We are surely borne out in the assertion, that the 
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power of Napoleon received one of its most fatal 
shocks in the Baltic, acid Fouche acknowledges, 
in the next page, that the star of Napoleon grew 
pale at the commencement of 1808: 

Napoleon, by this treaty, supposed hiniself cora-, 
pletely master of the North of Eiirope ; no wonder, 
then, at his rage and disappointment; when he 
found his secrets betrayed, and his projects an- 
ticipated and defeated., 	The battle of Trafalgar 
was the first blow given to his power; Copenhagen. 
the second ; the battle of Leipsick the. third ; and 
Waterloo the last.  

Spain, the despised, the abject, ruined, impo-
verished Spain, that had given him her money, 
her soldiers, her ports, and her fleets, to recruit, 
his armies, to' strengthen his navy, and to assist 
him in the destruction of England, suddenly turned . 
against him, as.if the whole nation had been ..ani-
mated with one soul, one wish-Ithat of destroying 
their oppressor and his legions. 	Austria, 	yet 
smarting under the effects of the campaign of 
1805, was silently recruiting her armies, and pre-
paring for another struggle; .and although the 
warning voice of the clear-sighted Fouche had 
cautioned 	Bonaparte against any attempt on 
Spain, he directed his victorious legions . to the 
Pyrenees, leaving in their place forty thousand 
conscripts to .awe the humbled princes on .the 
northern frontier : while he spoke of peace he 
prepared for war ;. and while he meditated the 
conquest of Spain, and the dethronement . of her 

r2 
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king, directed Russia to enter into negotiations 
with England* for a general peace, which, to use 
his own artful words, " might give repose to the 
world." 	Aware of his designs, the king of Great 
.Britain expressed a perfect readiness to treat, but 
only on condition that Spain, which had recently 
made her declaration, should be received as our 
ally. 	This Napoleon insolently rejected, calling 
the unhappy Spaniards -" insurgents" ! 
. 	England, the bulwark Of liberty, stood firm and 
undismayed; although abandoned by Russia, and 
all the great powers ; she had not indeed at that 
time,-  with the exception of America, one foreign 
minister.at her court.  

Referring to the negotiations which had been 
carried on, the king of England stated in his 
spirited proclamation, that it '$vas difficult to be-
lieve his Imperial Majesty could have become the 
ally of a power so' manifestly unjust as France ; 
that he should acknowledge and maintain the right 
of Napoleon to dispossess a lawful and friendly 
sovereign of his throne, 	and 	to 	transfer, the 
allegiance and independence of his people. 	Un- 
connected with Spain by any treaty of alliance, 
the king of England declared that the engage-
ments he had entered into in the face of the world 
with the Spanish' nation, he would consider .as 
sacred and as. binding as the most solemn treaties. 
His Majesty expressed a just confidence, that the 
government of Spain, acting in the name and 

* See Russian Declaration, 31st October, 1807. 
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behalf of Ferdinand the Seventh, was understood 
to be a. party to the negotiation. - That those 
conditions on which it was begun, having been 
rejected, both by France and Russia, neither thee 
honour of his Britannic. Majesty, 'nor the gene-. 
rosity of the British nation, would admit of his 
Majesty consenting to its renewal. 	' 
• Bonaparte; while his armies under Murat insi-
diously crept into Spain, and gained one strong-
hold after another, had tlie'cunning to disseminate 
mistrust and suspicion in the royal family at 
Madrid, and to render the King odious to his 
people. Charles the Fourth, a weak, pusillanimous 
prince, bent to the storm, and prepared- to retreat 
to his•American possessions, following the example 
of the court of Portugal ; but the character of the 
Spanish nation, hitherto humbled and degraded by 
a base aristocracy, and the atrocious tyranny of 
the Inquisition, suddenly burst its chains, and 
spreading havoc and desolation among the troops 
of France, made the tyrant tremble on his throne. 

Ya despierto de su letargo de las Espana§ el Leon 
Y, con rugidos espantosos, cubri la tierra de pavor. 

These beautiful lines are extracted from a patri-
otic song made on the occasion, which, like the 
Marseillois hymn, though in a much better cause, 
roused the people to fury and revenge. Their lite-
ral meaning is, " The Lion of Spain, awoke from 
his slumbers, fills the earth with terror at his roar." 
The infamous Godoy nearly proved the first vie- 
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tilt' to,  the popular indignation, as the tool of Bo- 
naparte, and the curse of his country. 	In the 
tumults of the 3d of May, 1808, -he was dragged.  

' to prison, whence it was intended he should pro-
ceed to the scaffold, but 'he contrived to make his 
escape. 	Charles abdicated a throne which he had 
disgraced, and the Junta of Seville proclaimed 
Ferdinand " el amado" his succesior. This prince, 
no ways superior to his *sire in any qualification Of 
the mind, forgetting his duty to his country, and 
disregarding the advice of his most faithful coup• 
senors, threw himself into the arms of Napoleon, 
at Bayonne, and received from him the just reward 
of his folly: 	He was degraded, dethroned, and 
sent 'a prisoner to Valence, while his sceptre was 
given to . Joseph Bonaparte, the brother of the 
Emperor; 	This treacherous act was the consum- 
mation of Napoleon's infamy, and drew down, as 
we shall soon see, the vengeance of Heaven upon 
his guilty head. 

We' must now return to the affairs of the North. 
On the 10th of February, the Emperor Alexander 
published 	his 	declaration against Sweden; in 
which, alluding to the conduct of England towards, 
Denmark, aFtl to the treaties of 1783 and 1800, in 
which Sweden had engaged with Russia to main-
tain the principle, " that the Baltic is a close sea, 
with the guarantee of the coasts against all acts of 
hostility;" Alexander considered himself bound to 
call won the king of Sweden for his co-operation 
against .Englantl. 	Gustavus-did not disavow the 
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obligation imposed upon him by these treaties, 
but refused all co-operation until the French 
troops should be removed from the shores of the 
Baltic; and the ports of Germany opened to.  
English ships. 	Reasoning like this was unan-
swerable, but by the cannon. If Russia sanctioned 
the occupation of the shores of the Baltic, and the 
destruction of its trade by the French armies, it 
was absurd and tyrannicAl to call pn Sweden to 
Appose a-  British fleet; an act which, even if 
founded in right, would have ended in: her de-
struction. "Gustavus replied to the manifesto with 
firmness ; he referred to.  the insults and injuries 
which Russia had received from France, to the 
declarations of the Emperor never to make a peace 
inconsistent with the glory of the Russian name, 
and then asked how far this was fulfilled by the 
treaty. of Tilsit? 	He spoke of the exertion of the 
Swedish navy in the cause of Alexander at Dant-
zic, and in Pomerania, a country which he (Gus-
tavus) had in consequence been forced to evacuate) 
He particularly reminded the Emperor of his 
having received offers from France to be put in 
possession of all the provinces lost by Charles the.  
Twelfth; that he had rejected them with disdain, 
and immediately made them knowth to Russia; 
and he added, with irresistible force, " His Majesty 
stands on higher ground than to make a merit of 
having resisted temptation so mean and con- 
temptible." 	He then proceeded to remark with- 
just severity on the, articles of the treaty of Tilsit 
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levelled , against 	England. 	" No 	government," 
says the gallant Gustavus, " is any longer left to 

.its own light and experience; no people 'to their 
own lawful industry." 
: When the arrangements at Copenhagen were 

completed, and the Danish ships ready to sail, 
when the arsenal had been cleared of all its stores, 
and every ship in the British fleet had received a 
portion of them to convey.to England, Admiral 
Gambier detached Rear-admiral Stanhope with 
the first division down the Cattegat. 	Contrary 
winds obliged them to 	pirt  into Gottenburg, 
where the exiled Louis the Eighteenth was at that 
time enjoying the hospitality of Gustavus. 	The 
Rear-admiral with becoming attention to the mis-
fortunes of the King, sent an officer to compliment 
his Majesty, and to offer such service as might be 
found acceptable. 	His Majesty courteously de- 
clined the offer, and the division pursued its *ay 

_ to England, where it arrived in safety. 	The 
remaining ships were not so fortunate. 	The Nep- 
tune, a Danish eighty-gun ship, was lost in coming 
out of the Sieve, and dreadful havoc was made 
among the transports having troops, on board. 
Owing to the want of nautical skill among the 
masters of the merchant ships hired for that service, 
some- of the most afflicting cases of shipwreck 
occurred, 	and 	in 	some 	instances 	every' soul 
perished. 	Admiral Gambier, on his arrival, was 
created an English baron, and the thanks of both 
houses of parliament were voted to the fleet ,and 
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army. 	It is remarkable that Lord Holland op- 
posed the vote as far as it related to the navy, 
which his Lordship conceived was not entitled 
to such a tribute of apprpbation. 	What the 
motives of Lord HoIland were for such oppo-
sition, we do not presume to say; had it been 
the opinion .of parliament; an endless feud would 
probably have been engendered between the two 
services. 	In conjoint expeditions, fighting com- 

, prises hut a part; and if there be a contention 
between army and navy, it is who should have 
the greatest share of danger. 	The safety and 
success.of the troopi often depends on the active 
co-operation of the navy to supply all their wants. 
A British army on a foreign coast, without a fleet 
to attend it, is nearly as much at a loss as that 
fleet would be, without a'sufficient depth of water: 
look at Egypt, South America, the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the West India Islands, Copenhagen 
itself, Walcheren, and Corunna. 

Captain Wm. Henry Dillon, in the Childers, of 
fourteen guns, fought a singularly determined 
action against a Danish brig of war, and some 
gun-boats. ' The Childers was one of that very 
diminutive class of vessels, now obsolete in our 
service, called a cutter brig ; her artillery no more 
than twelve-pound carronades ; her crew, in all, 
sixty men, and her tonnage not two hundred. 

Captain Dillon sent his boats to take a vessel 
out of a small port near the Naze of Norway, which 
he had effected with much opposition, when a brig 
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of war came out of Hitteroe to her rescue. 	The 
two brigs met on opposite tacks, close to the 

' shore ; the night was dark ; and under the high 
land the enemy could only be seen by the flashes 
of his guns, at the same tithe that his long eighteen-
pounders did• very considerable damage to the 
Childers; nor was it in the power of Captain Dil-
lon to get nearer his antago,nist, who, after a se-
vere action of ,more than three hours, retreated 
within the rocks of the Norwegian coast, leaving 
the Childers half full of water, with three of her . 
men killed, and eight wounded. 	Captain Dillon 
was promoted to the rank of post-captain for this 
action. 

In the year 1808, Vice-admiral Sir James Sau-
marez was appointed to the command in the Dal-
tic ; then become one of the most important of our 
naval stations. 	Sir James hoisted his flag in the 
Victory; Rear-admiral George Hope was his cap-
tain of the fleet : the service became very arduous, 

- in a military as well as political point of view. 
The Admiral was in . personal correspondence with 
the Emperor Alexander and the King of Sweden. 
The Danes, who from their geographical position, 
bore the brunt of our attacks, were not unmindful 
of their duty ; they wanted neither courage nor 
skill; and the acrimony universally felt against the 
English added an energy to their motions which 
Made them very formidable enemies. 

Rear-admiral `Sir Richard Keats sailed ,from 
Yarmouth on the 10th May, with the expeditio4 
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under Sir. John Moore, and reached Gottenhurg 
on the 17th. 	The arrival of this force in the Bal- 
tic was marked by event's of vast importance to 
the interests of Europe. 

The Spanish troops under the command of the 
heroic Marquis de la Romana, amounting to twelve 
thousand men, had been ordered to Hamburgh, as 
we have already observed, and quartered there as 
part of the army under Marshal Bernadotte, prince 
of Ponte Corvo, and now king of Sweden. 	Early 
in the year 1808 this force was marched to the 
shdres of the Baltic, as was alleged, for the in-
vasion of Sweden, in conjunction with a Danish 
army. In the month of March, the vanguard, hav-
ing safely crossed the Little Belt, to the island of 
Funen, was preparing for the passage of the Great 
Belt, when they were surprised by the appearance 
of a British frigate-  and a brig between Nyebourg 
and Corsoer, at a season of the year, as Mr. Southey 
justly observes, when it was •thought no enemy's 
vessel would venture in those seas. 	The army 
was therefore ordered to halt, and the Prince 
Christian Frederick: a fine Danish seventy-four 
gun ship, with six hundred and twenty men, was 
sent to clear the Great Belt of these intruders. - 
On her arrival, she as unexpectedly fell in with _.., 
two British ships of sixty-four guns; the Stately, 
Captain George Parker, and the Nassau, Captain 
Robert Campbell ; by these she was brought to 
close action in the evening of the 22d of March, 
and. after a creditable resistance was driven on 
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shore on the coast of Jutland : the British offi-
cers, unable to get her off, took out the prisoners 
and set her on fire. 	She had fifty-five men killed, 
and eighty-eight wounded ; the Stately had four 
killed,. and twenty:eight wounded ; the Nassau 
two killed, and eleven wounded. 	 . 

That two BritiSh ships of sixty-four guns, and 
. four hundred and ninety-one men, should be able 

to subdue an enemy of this force, is not surprising; 
but we must admire the seamanship, vigilance, and 
perseverance, with which these officers pursued 
their enemy, on his own coast, and on which they 
had nearly grounded in the chase : nor is the merit 
of this' action to be, viewed_as the mere capture of 
an enemy's ship of the line. 	Bernadotte :was, ac- 
cording to Mr. Southey, thrown into great confu-
sion by the unexpected position of our ships, in a 
channel so narr6w and so dangerous at that time 
of the year : by.  the vigilance of Captain Parker, 

_ his designs upon Zealand were frustrated; and the 
liberation of the gallant Spanish army of Romana 
was probably accelerated by this fortunate action. 
Some. of the men had been conveyed 'over by.  
stealth during the night to the island of Langland, 
some to Funen, and others to Zealand ; but the 
greater part remained on the coast of Jutland : that 
portion, of them which reached Zealand bec4me 
very refractory ; attacked their general, who was 
a Frenchman, killed his aide-de-camp, and pl6.nt-
ing their colours, swore to defend them with their 
lives. 	The British government, acquainted with 
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this favourable disposition of the Spaniards, con-
trived, through the means of an agent in the island 
of Heligoland, to establish a correspondence with 
Romana. 	This gallant nobleman received and 
communicated to his army the cheering accounts 
of the insurrectionin Spain against -elle oppressors 
of their country ; and convinced them, that their 
deliverance was near at hand. 	While Sir .James 
Saumarez, the admiral and commauder-in- chief in . 
the Baltic, cautiously, managed the Swedes and 
Russians, Sir Richard Keats, in the Little Belt, 
took -upon him to assist the Spaniards in regain:- 
ing their liberty from the Danes. 	Sir Richard, 
with the 	Superb, of seventy-four guns, and a 
small squadron, approached the harbour of Nye-
bourg, in Jutland, near which the main body of 
the Spanish army was encamped ; two small ves-
sels of war (a brig and a cutter) opposed his en- 
trance. 	The Rear:admiral directed his officers to 
board and bring them out : this was done ; but in 
the conflict Lieutenant Hervey, first of the Superb, 
was killed. In the harbOur of Nyebourg were found 
fifty-seven sail of sloops and doggers ; these, by 
the activity of the officers and seamen of the squa- - 
dron, were immediately equipped under the direc-
tion of Admiral Keats, who hoisted► his flag on 
board the Hound, sloop of war ; which, from her 
light draft of water, was enabled to come into the 
port. 	The baggage was shipped the same night 
and following day on board the prizes, and removed 
to the point of Sly psharn, four miles from Nyebourg, 
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where the Spanish army was embarked in safety; 
and on the 11th of August remained under the pro-
tection of the British squadron,. at the anchorage 
off Sproe. 	 . 	- 

The nobleness of the British character was never 
perhaps more honourably represented than in all 
the circumstances of this remarkable transaction. 
After rescuing an army from the grasp of tyranny, 

. the Admiral declined, taking away tilt prizes which 
his valour had won; and though at war with Den-
mark, generously restored the brig, the cutter, and 
the whole of the fifty-seven sail of the vessels, .as 
soon as the Service was performed for which they 
had been taken: 

Captain George Langford, in the .Sappho, brig of 
war, of eighteen guns, captured, after an action of 
half an hour, the Admiral Yawl, a Danish brig of war, 
.of a very unusual construction. She carried twelve 
eighteen-pound carronades on her lower-deck, and 
sixteen six-pounders on her main-deck; the enemy 

. had two men killed, the Sappho two wounded. 
Captain Langford was made post for this action. 

In the month of April the boats of the Daphne, 
Captain F. Mason, and Tartarus, sloop, were sent 
into `Flodshand, directed by Lieutenant William 
Elliot, of the Daphne; who, under the guns of the 
Fort, boarded and brought out ten vessels (five of 
which were brigs of from one hundred and thirty 
to one hundred and ninety tons), loaded with pro- 
visions. 	Lieutenant Elliot and some of his fol- 
lowers were slightly wounded. 	 . 
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In the month of May, Lieutenant John Price, 

acting commander of the FalCon sloop of war, 
destroyed twenty-seven boats adapted for the 
transportation of troops, one of them loaded with 
shells, and one was taken _with a thirteen-inch 
mortar. 

Lieutenant M. R. Lucas, of the Swan, hired 
cutter, had an action with a Danish cutter, off 
Bornholm; after engaging her for twenty minutes 
the Dane blew up, and every man on board of her 
perished : she appeared to be a very fine vessel, 
of ahout one hundred and twenty tons, eight or 
,ten guns, and full of men. 

There is scarcely any part of the known world 
more inaccessible to an enemy than the port of 
North Bergen ; its entrance is narrow, through 
defiles 	where. anchOrage is seldom 	attainable. 
The only mode of securing a ship is by mak-
ing her fast to the ring-bolts fixed at different 
distances 	in the rocks for that purpose : 	the 
strength and irregularity of the currents baffle 
the .art of seamanship ; a ship going six knots is 
frequently turned round like a top, resisting the 
action of the helm,. the sails, or the boats ahead ; 
while thus embarrassed, the people on the sur-
rounding rocks command a view of the decks, 
and being expert marksmen, are capable of doing 
much execution with their rifle- guns. 	After the 
war had commenced between Great Britain and 
Denmark, the peaceful and happy Norwegians, 
an innocent and inoffensive race, were compelled 
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to fortify their hills with cannon, and prepare for 
their defence. 

Captain Bettesworth, with whose merit our 
readers are well acquainted, received his post-
captain's commission from Lord Barham, in 1805, 
for bringing home with such admirable diligence 
the dispatches of Lord Nelson, from Antigua. Hav-
ing been appointed to the Crocodile, and after-
wards to the Tartar, he was sent off North Bergen 
in May, 1808; learning that there were five pri-
vateers and some merchant-vessels in the port, 
he anchored at the mouth of one of the numerous 
passages, and at night went with his boats to cut 
them out ; but finding the enemy prepared, and 
being convinced that his boats were unequal to 
the task, he very prudently resolved to bring his 
ship into action. 	Having.  got under weigh, he 
found himself becalmed, surrounded with rocks, 
in an intricate passage, and at the same moment 
attacked by a schooner and five gun-boats, each 
mounting ,two 	twenty-four pounders, 	and ,full 
manned ; they had placed themselves behind a 
rocky point, whence their guns were directed 
with almost unerring aim. 	One of their first shot 
killed the gallant young Bettesworth, while in the 
act of pointing his gun at the enemy ; the Tartar 
was disabled in her rigging, drifting upon the 
rocks, the current strong, the heights covered 
with troops looking down upon her decks, and 
not a gun from the ship could be brought to bear 
on them ; such was the painful situation of the 
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Tartar, when the command devolved on Lieutenant 
Caiger, who conducted himself like a brave officer, 
and a good seaman ; by perseverance he brought 
the broadside of the ship to bear, sunk one of the 
gun-boats, and disabled the others : the Tartar at 
length, extricated from her difficulties, got to sea 
again, with the loss of her captain and one midship-
man killed, and seven,seamen wounded. (See the 
Naval Chronicle, vol. xxxix.) 	ThE Russian war 
employed a large part of our naval force, and called 
forth still greater exertion on the part of our ad- 
miral in the Baltic. 	 . 

Captain Thomas Forrest, of the Prometheus sloop 
of war, had the honour of heading a very daring 
enterprise against the Russians, in the neighbour- 
hood of Aspo roads'. 	The army of the Russians, 
in Finland, received much of their supplies, parti-
cularly of military stores, by their coasting trade, 
escorted by gun-boats and small armed vessels ; a 
number of these had been observed by Captain 
Forrest, who, with the boats of the Princess Caro-
line, Minotaur, Cerberus, and Prometheus, at half 
past ten o'clock at niglit pulled in, boarded, and 
carried three Russian gun-boats, mounting two 
long eighteen-pounders, and carrying forty-four 
men each ; besides an armed brig, loaded with 
provisions •. we had nineteen killed, and fifty-seven 
wounded; the enemy had twenty-eight-killed, and 
fifty-nine wounded. The Russians fought with the 
-utmost bravery ; in one boat every man was killed 

VOL. IV'. 	 Q 
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or wounded. 	For this action Captain Forrest was 
made post. 

Captain John Willoughby Marshall, in the Lynx 
sloop of war, with Lieutenant Fitzgerald, in the 
Monkey gun-brig, captured three armed luggers 
off Dais. These vessels had anchored close to the 
shore, where they waited the attack ; the depth of 
water not admitting the Lynx to approach, the 
Monkey ran in, and after a sharp fire soon drove the 
enemy from their guns, and brought out the vessels. 

The Swedes were now acting in close alliance 
with us: their .fleet had put to sea under the 
command of Admiral Nauckhoff, and cruised with 
Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood in the Centaur, 
and Captain Byam Martin in the Iniplacable. The 
combined squadrons fell in with.the Russian fleet, 
under the command of Vice-admiral Honickoffe ; 
and after a chase of thirty-six hours, compelled 
them to seek shelter in the port of Rogeswick, 
with the loss of one ship of seventy-four guns : 
the victory would have been much more complete, 
but for the bad sailing of the Swedes, who could 
not get up in time to assist our ships. 	On the 
morning. of the 26th of August, the Implacable 
brought the leewardmost of the enemy's line-of-
battle ships to action, and in about twenty minutes 
had silenced her fire, when the Russian Admiral 
bore up with his whole fleet to. her rescue; and 
although she had surrendered, Sir Samuel Hood 
felt himself obliged to recall the Implacable, which 
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for a short time only was forced to relinquish her 
prize : the Russian Admiral ordered a frigate to 
take her in tow, and made sail with his fleet. The 
Implacable, perfectly prepared to take advantage 
of the least oversight, was again sent in chase, and 
compelled the frigate to leave her charge, which 
again drew down the Russian Admiral. Sir Samuel 
Hood had now a prospect of bringing on a general 
action ; when to his great mortifidation the Rus- 

, sian fleet, taking advantage of a slant of wind, ran 
into the port of Rogeswick, leaving their disabled 
consort to her fate. 	The Russian ship had fallen 
to leeward, and grounded on a shoal at the entrance 
of the port, but soon after appeared to ride at an-
chor, and to be repairing her damages, while the 
boats of the Russian fleet were flocking round to 
tow her into harbour : in this gallant attempt they 
had nearly succeeded, when the Centaur ran her 
on board ; the Russian's bowsprit took the Cen-
taur's fore-rigging, and his bow came in contact 
with the muzzles of the Centaur's guns ; in this 
position the Russian received a whole raking 
broadside, which tore her• to pieces : her bowsprit 
next entangled with the mizen-rigging of the Cen-
taur; Sir Samuel. Hood ordered: it to be lashed 
there, and the command was instantly obeyed by 
Captain W. H. Webley (now Parry), assisted by 
the officers and seamen of the Centaur. While this 
was going on, the enemy kept up a very destruc-
tive fire of musketry, which was well returned by 
Captain Bayley and the marines, as well as by the 

Q. 2 
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stern-chase guns of the Centaur. 	Unfortunately 
the Russian had dropped an anchor, which being 
unknown to Sir Samuel Hood, they found it im- 
possible to move the ship. 	They were now in six 
fathoms water, and.  soon after both grounded; and 
the Russian surrendered after a defence, which we 
should have called most honourable, had it not 
been sullied by the striking of his colours in the 
morning. 	Captain Martin anchored the Impla- 
cable in a situation to heave the Centaur off the 
shoal, which was fortunately effected at the mo: 
Tnent two of the enemy's ships were coming out to 
take advantage of their distress. 

The prize proved to be the Sewolod, of seventy-
four guns; she was fast on shore, and so much 
water in her, that Sir Samuel Hood, after remov-
ing the prisoners and wounded, gave orders that 
she should be burnt, which was done accordingly. 

In this action, we shall see.much to imitate arid 
`admire. 	The chase was to windward; two British 
seventy-fours led up the Swedish fleet, in pursuit 
of a superior enemy ; and be it remembered, that 
only the two British ships were able to get into 
action with the rear of that enemy from which they 
cut off and captured one ship of the line: the Swed-
ish fleet, by their presence, evidently contributed to 
the defeat of the enemy. 	The Centaur had three 
killed, and twenty-seven wounded ; the Implaca- 
ble six killed, and twenty-seven wounded. 	The 
force of the Swedes on that day, under Admiral 
Nauckhoff, amounted to ten sail of the line. 
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- 	Swedes. 	. 	 Russians. 
Guns. 	 Guns. 

One of 	.... 	78 	. 	 One of 	• • . • 120 
One of 	• • • • 	76 	 •One of 	• • . • 108 
Six of 	• • • • 	74 	 Seven of • • • • 	74 
Two of 	. • • • 	66 	 Three of • • • . 	50 
One of 	• . • • 	46 	 Two of 	• • • • 	44 
One of 	• • • • 	44 	 Two of 	• • • • 	24 	frigates 

frigates Two of 	• • . • 	42 	Two of 	• • • • 	20 
One of 	• • • • 	34 	 Two of 	• • • • 	18 	sloops 

Captain Robert Cathcart, in the Sea-gull, a brig 
of fourteen twenty-four-pounders, and two long 
six-pounders, when cruising off Christiansand, fell 
in with a brig of war, which he chased, and brought 
to action ; when they had engaged about twenty 
minutes, six large Danish gun-boats mounting two 
long twenty-fourzpounders, and, carrying -from fifty 
to seventy men each, came out from among the 
rocks, and attacked the Sea-gull in different direc-
tions, and the weather being nearly calm, had so 
great an advantage; as very soon to disable her. 
In about an hour, five of the Sea-gull's guns were 
dismounted on the larboard side, the only side they 
could oppose to the enemy, all her sails and rigging 
cut to pieces, five feet water in her hold; second 
lieutenant, master, sergeant of marines, and five of 
her men killed; Captain Cathcart, and nine others 
severely wounded, and ten men slightly wounded. 
The vessel being perfectly disabled, the British 
colours were struck to the Danish brig of war, 
Lougan, of twenty guns, eighteen long eighteen-
pounders, and two long sixes, besides the gun- 
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boats : scarcely had the wounded men been taken 
out of her, when the Sea-gull went down. 	Cap- 
tain Cathcart was most honourably acquitted by a 
court-martial, and promoted to the rank of post-' 
captain. 	The Lougan appears to have been the 
same vessel which had engaged the Childers. 

Captain Lord George Stewart, in L'Aimable; 
of thirty-two guns, fell in off the Well Bank, in the 
North Seas, with L'Iris, a French national cor-
vette, of twenty-four guns, and one hundred and 
sixty men, which he captured after a chase of 
twenty-eight hours, and a short action. 	She was 
from Dunkirk, loaded with flour, and bound to 
Martinique. 

On the .8th of June, Captain James Caulfeild, of 
the Thunder bomb, with the Pierber, Charger, and 
Turbulent, gun-brigs, under his orders, was passing 
through Malmo Sound, with a convoy of seventy 
sail of merchant vessels; 	The Danish gun-boats, 
always on the alert, and remarkably well manned 
and conducted, came out to the number of twenty- 

' five, and began a furious attack on the convoy, of 
which they very shortly captured twelve sail ; and 
the Turbulent, being 'disabled,' was also forced to 
submit. It being•perfectly calm, it was not in the 
power of the British officers to assist each other. 
The enemy, after their first success, united their 
whole force against the Thunder : 	the Piercer 
and Charger still at too great a distance to afford 
him any relief. 	Captain Caulfeild, after four hours' 
contention, obliged them to fly, and retook two of 
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his convoy. For his gallant defence Captain Caul-
feild received the highest commendation of the 
Commander-in-chief; and the merchants at Lloyd's 
Connected with the Baltic trade, presented him 
with one hundred guineas to purchase a piece of 
plate. 

The Admiral, after this attack• of the gun-boats, 
added the Africa, of sixty-four guns, commanded 
by Captain Barrett, to the escort of the merchant 
vessels passing through the Sound ; but . the gun-
boats were still as daring as before, and attacked 
the Africa on one occasion with so much perseve-
rance, that they killed and wounded between thirty 
and forty of her crew, besides doing her other very 
considerable injury. The Melpomene, of forty-four 
guns, was attacked by them near the same place, 
while lying at anchor in. a calm, and during a very 
dark night. Captain Frederick Warren, who com-
manded the ship, did all that became a gallant 
officer ; his men were cut down at every shot, 
while the Melpomene was unable to return a gunk 
either from the position they had taken, or from 
the darkness concealing their object : a breeze of 
wind fortunately saved the ship. 	These facts are 
sufficient to prove the necessity of our paying 
greater attention to the gun-boat service in gene-
ral : it would be difficult to keep a force of this 
description, in a country where we had not the 
command of harbours ; but every ship of war 
should have as many as she could stow, and this 
is very rarely the case. 	The harbour of Dover 
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should always have at least twelve ready to push 
outside of the piers in a calm, or to run upon the 
beach. In Gibraltar bay we never had a sufficient 
number of gun-boats, nor of a proper description. 
The introduction of steam-boats, if applied to this 
species of warfare, may produce a great change in 
the manner of attacking and defending convoys. 

Captain Caulfeild, after the retreat of the Rus-
sian fleet into. Rogeswick, or Port Baltic, was 
ordered to bombard that place, which he did for a 
fortnight, but without producing any visible effect, 
until a shell fell into a magazine and caused a de- 
structive explosion. 	Sir James Saumarez, who, 
with a small squadron was present, saw the 
strength'of the place forbade a nearer approach, or 
more vigorous attack, and therefore recalled the 
Thunder, whose destruction he supposed inevitable, 
unless speedily removed, the shot and shells of the 
enemy falling thick about her. 	Captain Caulfeild, 
being regardless of the signal of recall, Sir James 
sent an officer to desire he would move out of 
gun-shot; but the gallant officer returned for 
answer, that " as he conceived his position was a 
good one, he hoped he might be permitted to 
remain a little longer !" 

On the Channel station we have little to relate of 
national importance, but we have some noble ex-
amples of successful valour and seamanship. Cap-
tain F. Lew.ig Maitland, .of the Emerald, of thirty-
six guns, ran into the harbour of Vivero, on the 
coast of Spain, and while his ship engaged two very 
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strong batteries, his boats, under tire command of 
Lieutenants Bertram and Smith, of the Emerald, 
and Meek and Hubbard, of the royal marines, 
landed, and took the outer fort by storm, as they 
would also have done the inner one, hut having 
ceased its fire, they could not find it in the dark- 
ness of the night. 	Lieutenant Smith, on his land- 
ing, met with a body of Spaniards, whom he 
immediately dispersed or killed. 	A large French 
schooner lying in the harbour was hoarded by 
these gallant officers and taken, but being fast 
aground, they were forced to burn her. 	She 
mounted eight guns, was about two hundred and 
fifty tons burthen, and bad then recently returned 
from the Isle of France, with dispatches. 	This, 
though a victory, was dearly bought: the Emerald 
had nine men killed and sixteen wounded. 	The 
loss of the enemy was never known. 

On 'the 22d of April, while Sir Charles Cotton 
commanded the British fleet on the coast of Por-
tugal, and the ports of that kingdom were block-
aded by our ships of war, Captain Conway Ship-
ley, of La Nymphe, frigate, and Captain Pigott, 
of the Blossoin, sloop of war, agreed to board, 
and, if possible, cut out a Portuguese brig of war, 
of twenty-two guns and one hundred . and fifty 
men, then lying in the Tagus, above Belam Castle, 
with four boats from the Nymphe, and three from 
the Blossom; carrying in all one hundred officers 
and men. The captains were to board on opposite 
sides : unfortunately an error in the calculation of 
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the tide delayed the attack till the ebb had Made 
so strong as to keep the boats of the Nymphe some _ 
time under the fire of the brig, and prevented 
those of the Blossom from 'getting alongside at all. 

-Captain Shipley, after receiving in his gig the 
repeated discharges of the enemy's great guns and 
small arms, boarded her on the larboard bow, and 
followed by his brother (now the Rev.) Charles 
Shipley, and his boat's "crew, .leaped at once into 
her boarding nettings, when a shot struck him, 
and he fell overboard. 	Mr. Shipley, regardless of 
every other consideration, instantly commanded 
the boat's crew to save their captain. 	The .men 
obeyed, and put off for the purpose,* but he had 
sunk, and never was seen afterwards. The officers 
in the other boats seeing Captain Shipley's boat 
put off, ciArsidered the enterprise abandoned, and 
the whole returned to- their ships. 

On the 19th of May, Captain Edward Brace,. in 
La Virginie, of forty-four guns, fell in with, and 
engaged, the Dutch frigate Guelderland, of thirty-
six guns, and two hundred and fifty-seven men. 
The ship was defended for one hour and a half 
with very surprising gallantry, by.  the Dutch cap-
tain, whose masts fell by the board before he sur;  
rendered : twenty-five of his men were killed, and 
forty severely wounded. 	The Virginie had only 
one man killed, and two wounded. 

Captain C. Fe Daly, in the Comet; sloop of war, 
of eighteen guns, and one hundred and twenty 
men, fell in with three vessels, of war, each in 
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appearance as large as the Comet. 	Captain Daly 
against such superiority had no wish to seek an 
action, he therefore kept in his course, and the 
enemy intimidated by this steadiness, tacked, and 
ran : the corvette outsailing the .two brigs, sepa- 
rated from them. 	Captain Daly made all sail in 
chase of the brigs; came up with one of them; en-
gaged her as close as he could lay, and in twenty 
minutes took her. 	She was called La Sylphe, 
mounted sixteen twenty-six pound carronades, 
and two long nines, with 'ninety men : she had 
seven of her officers and men killed, and,  five of 
them wounded : had sailed from L'Orient two 
days before, in company with her consorts, who 
so shamefully forsook her. 	This gallant action 
procured for Captain Daly the rank of post-
captain. 

A frigate action• of a very superior kind, was 
fought off the isle of Groix, near L'Orient, between 
the Amethyst, of thirty-eight guns, commanded 
by Captain Seymour, and the French frigate La 
Thetis, of the same force in number of guns, but 
far superior in complement of men. 	The action 
began at ten o'clock at night, and continued till 
twenty minutes past twelve. 	Soon after ten, the 
French frigate fell on board the Amethyst, and 
again separated; but at a quarter-past eleven, she 
intentionally laid the British frigate on board, and 
continued in that situation until finally subdued: 
the fluke of the Amethyst's best bower anchor en-
tering the foremost main-deck port of the enemy. 
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After great slaughter she was boarded and taken, 
and some prisoners received before the ships could 
be separated. 	The prize was entirely dismasted, 
and much shattered, having her captain, Monsieur 
Puisun, and the incredible number of one hun-
dred and thirty-five men killed, and one hundred 
and two wounded, among whom were all her 
officers except three. 	The Amethyst suffered also 
more than usually falls to the lot of a British 
frigate ; Lieutenant Bernard Kendall, of the royal 
marines, and eighteen men were killed, and fifty-
one wounded. The prize was taken into Plymouth ; 
and Captain Seymour ' received the well-earned 
honour of knighthood for his victory. 	Captain 
A. W. Schomberg, in La Loire, of thirty-eight 
guns, captured, after a long chase, L'Heb6, French 
corvette, of twenty guns, with a complement of 
one hundred and sixty men. 	She was from Bar- 
deaux, bound to St. Domingo, loaded with flour. 

Early in 1808, Admiral Allemande escaped out 
of Rochefort, pursued by Sir Richard Strachan, 
with five sail of the line; the enemy had about the 
same number. 	Allemande entered the Straits, 
and proceeded to Toulon; where he joined Gan-
theaume ; and that officer, with ten sail of the line 
and four frigates, sailed with troops for Corfu. Sir 
Richard Strachan, having lost all traces of his 
enemy, steered for Palermo, whence he dispatched 
the Spartan and Lavinia frigates for intelligence. 
The Spartan, touching at Cagliari, learned that 
Gantheaume had been seen steering to the south- 
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ward; this information was immediately conveyed 
by that ship to.  Lord Collingo,vood, whom she fell 
in with off Maritimo; in quest of the enemy. 	His 
Lordship going first to Naples, sailed thence round 
the smith-west end of Sicily, detaching the Spartan 
to cruise between Cape Bonn and Sardinia, where, 
on the 1st of April, she discovered the French fleet 
carrying a press of sail tq get to the westward. Cap-
tain '(now Sir Jahleel) Brenton, placing his ship 
about two leagues on the weather beam of the 
French Admiral, under an easy sail,watched his mo-
tions during the day; the enemy chased, but with-
out gaining on him; in the evening, having previ-
ously prepared his launch with a temporary deck, 
he hove to, and sent her under the command of 
Lieutenant Coffin with dispatches to Trepani, then 
one hundred and thirty miles distant. 	This officer 
narrowly escaped capture by the enemy's fleet, 
which, before he had got two miles from the ship, 
came close upon him; he very.judiciously lowered 
his sails, and lay quiet until they had passed. 	He 
reached Trepani on the following evening, whence, 
dispatching the launch agreeably to his orders to 
Malta, he set off for Palermo, and gave the intelli-
gence to Rear-admiral Martin. The launch reached 
Malta on the third day, and vessels were detached 
in every direction in search of the British fleet; the 
enemy in the mean time continued in chase of the 
Spartan, dividing on opposite tacks, to take ad-
vantage of any change of wind, so frequent in 
the Mediterranean. 	Confident in the sailing qua- 
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lities of his ship, the Captain at night again placed 
himself on the weather-beam of the French Admi-
ral; and at daylight made sail from him on the 'op-
posite tack, to increase the chance of falling in with 
the British fleet. The enemy tacked in chase : the 
Spartan was becalmed, whilst they were coming 
up with the • breeze; and- for a short time her cap-
ture appeared almost inevitable; hut as she caught 
the breeze; she again took her position on the Ad- 
miral's weather beam. 	This was the close of the 
third day ; when -a frigate was• seen to run along 
the French line, and speak all the ships in succes-
sion : soon after the whole of thein bore up, steer-
ing with the wind a-beam ; and the Captain of the 
Spartan concluding that the French Admiral had 
shaped his course for the Gut of Gibraltar, and had 
given up the chase, steered the same way, with a 
strong breeze at N.-N.W. 	The night was exces-
sively dark, and a most anxious look-out was kept -
for the enemy : at half past seven they were dis-
covered on the lee quarter, close hauled, and very 
near : this •was evidently a stratagem of Gan-
theaume's to get to windward of his enemy ; but 
the manoeuvre failed. All hands were on deck, and 
at their stations ; the Spartan wore and crossed 
the enemy within gun-shot, before they could take 
any advantage of their position ; the French squa-
dron also 'wore in chase, and the next morning 
was hull down to leeward. 

The fourth day was passed in the same manner; 
the Spartan keeping a constant and anxious look- 
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out for the British fleet, while the enemy crowded 
every sail in pursuit of her ; in the evening a shift 
orwind brought them to windward, and the night 
being very squally and dark, Captain Brenton lost 
sight of them, and made the best of his way to 
Minorca, to ascertain whether , Gantheaume had 
gone there .to get possession of the Spanish ships 
of the line in the harbour of Mahon : making Mount 
Toro, a heavy gale prevented his reconnoitring the 
port, and he steered for Cadiz, to put Admiral 
Purvis on his guard: 	Gantheaume, notwithstand-s  
ing the vigilance with which he was watched, eluded 
the pursuit of his enemies, and returned to Toulon; 
where, he was closely blockaded, with all his fleet, 
which soon increased to sixteen sail of the line. 

That Admiral Gantheaume did relieve Corfu is 
most true ; but that he cruised a.few days on the 
coast of Africa, as has been asserted, is very im- 
probable. 	We know that he carried all possible 
sail against a north-west wind, and was unable to 
weather Sardinia : a landsman might perhaps call 
this cruising; we do not so consider it in the 
navy. 

That two hostile fleets should be at sea, and not 
fall in with each other, even if both were anxious 
to meet, might appear strange to any person un-
acquainted with the subject, • we can therefore 
easily account for Mr. James's wonder.; but there 
was no want of vigilance or attention on the part 
of our naval officers, in. the Mediterranean, as fax 
as regarded the escape of Gantheaume,. who was 
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as anxious to avoid an interview as Lord Colling-
wood was to get sight of him. 

In the month of December, Captain Searle, in 
the Grasshopper, captured off Carthagena one out 
of three vessels of war which had come on purpose 
to take him ; and in the month of April, 1808, the 
same officer, in company with Captain Maxwell, 
of the Alceste, attacked a large convoy bound out 
of Cadiz to the northward, when off Rota (the 
Mercury frigate in company), the enemy was 
discovered coming close along shore, escorted by 
twenty gun-boats, and a.nunrerous train of flying 
artillery on the beach. 	Notwithstanding these, 
and shot and shells from the batteries of Rota, 
seven sail of the convoy were taken, two of the 
gun-boats sunk, and the others compelled to re- 
treat. 	The Grasshopper, drawing the least water, 
was the most distinguished vessel in this affair : 
she ran so near the batteries, as to drive the 
people out with her grape-shot, keeping at the 
same time a division of the enemy's .gun-boats 
in check, which had come out of Cadiz to assist 
the convoy. 	The captures were effected by the 
boats of all the ships, under the command of.  the 
Lieutenants Stewart, Allen, Pipon, Gordon and 
Whylook ; W. 0. Pell, of the Mercury, and Lieu- 
tenant Hawkey, of the royal marines. 	The prizes 
were loaded with naval stores bound to Cadiz. 
The affair took place ,in the mouth of the harbour, 
in the presence of an enemy's fleet of eleven sail 
of the line. 
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The Grasshopper had the honour very soon after 

of performing still more brilliant deeds.- 	On the 
24th of April, in company with the Rapid gun-brig, 
Lieutenant W. F. Bough; on the coast of Spain; 
she fell in with two merchant ships, under the 
protection of four heavy gun-boats. 	After a short 
chase, they took refuge under the batteries of Faro, 
followed by the British vessels, which immediately 
anchored within reach of grape-shot; and after an 
action of two hours and a half, the people on shore 
fled from their guns, two of the gun-boats surren-
dered, and • the other two ran on shore; the two 
merchant ships were taken, and proved to be 
worth 30,0001. each. 	 . 

In November, the boats of the Renommee and 
Grasshopper, attacked and captured two armed 
vessels under the protection of the Torre del 
Estacio ; one . was a Spaniih brig, the other a 
French tartane. 

Captain Thomas Usher, in the Redwing, a brig 
of eighteen guns: fell in with a convoy of Spanish 
merchant vessels, escorted bygun-boats; the winds 
being light, the enemy handed their sails, and ap-
proached the Redwing in a near line as if deter-
mined to board her; when so. close as not to run 
the risk of expending a shot in vain, Captain Usher 
opened his fire, and after an action of near two 
hours, the enemy fled, pushing their vessels into 
the surf, and leaving their wounded men to the 
mercy of their generous enemies. 	The seamen of 
the Redwing in vain endeavoured with their boats 
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to rescue these unfortunate people from drowning, 
but the surf was too high;.  and in a short time 
many of these vessels were sunk, some were de-. 
stroyed in the surf, and others were captured ; 
three only escaped. 	The number of vessels, and 
their force, as Opposed to the Redwing;  are as 
follows :. 

Guns. 	 lien. 
Diligent 	 on 2 24 pounders 	 60 	 Sunk 
Boreas 	 2  24 1 	- 	• 	 60 	 Sunk 1 

c 2 24 1 	 Sunk No. 3     36 	 1 1 36 	. 
1 24   40 	 Sunk No. 6 	 
2 	6   35 	 No.107 	 Escaped 
4 6   25 	 A Mistico, of • • • 	 Taken 

of • ‘ •   25 	 A Felucca, 	4 	3 	 Escaped 
Seven merchant vessels captured, four sunk, and one escaped. 

This, we think, is giving a very good account of 
an enemy. The Redwing had only one man killed, 
and three wounded. 	This was the last action be- 
tween our marine and that of Spain. 

The Spaniards, ever since the battle off Cape 

St. 'Vincent, in the year 1797, had entertained feel: 

ings towards Great Britaiii very different to those 

which had been instilled into thein by the artful 
policy of the court of France, cultivated with so 
much success by the Convehtion, the Directory; 
and finally by Napoleon Bonaparte: As they did 
not possess the liberty of the press, their know-

ledge of our true character was very limited ; their 
intercourse with the British officers, after that bat-
tle, tore aside the veil by which they had been kept 
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in ignorance of the true causes of the war between 
England and Spain. 	This newly-acquired, infor-
mation was quickly spread from the sea-coast to 
Madrid, and produced in a few years a wonderful 
change in our favour. 

From the moment of the retreat of the infa-
tuated Ferdinand to Bayonne, the people of Spain 
threw off all restraint, and no longer concealed' 
their indignation at the conduct 6f Napoleon ; a 
spirit of insurrection shewed itself in almost every 
corner of the kingdom, .and the words of Talley-
rand and Fouche were repeated by the dismayed 
Frenchmen, " Laissez la L'Espagne."* 

The council of Seville;  one of the principal pro-
vincial jurisdictions of Spain, availed itself of the 
statutes in the Constitution which authorize it to 
reject the orders of the supreme councifof Madrid, 
when the capital shall be in possession of foreign 
troops; that body therefore assumed an inde-
pendent authority in the name of Ferdinand VII., 
whom it proclaimed king, formally declared war 
against France, appealing to the Spanish nation 
for support,. and its supremacy was acknowledged 
by most of theprovinces. In Andalusia the people 
flocked to the standard of theJunta of Seville; men 
were raised and armed, and. Castanos appointed to 
the chief command. 	Many small detachments of 
the French were cut off, and in most instances 
massacred. 	General Dupont was at" that time in 

* " Let Spain alone." 

R2 
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the south of Spain, with ,an army of from eighteen 
to, twenty thousand men. 

The Portuguese rose , in arms simultaneously . 
'with the- Spaniards 	and , the whole peninsula, 
from the Pyrenees to the ocean, and the Mediter, 
ranean, breathed. nothing but vengeance against 
the French and Napoleon. 

'This brings us to that important era in ,the 
history of Eurupe, when the war of.the revolution 
took an entirely new turn, greatly to the advantage 
of rationalliberty and, good order in society. But 
Spain could scarcely expect deliverance from her 
own hands. 	Bigotry, superstition, ignorance, and 
slavery, the natural and ,invariable .results of .the 
neglect of learning, and the, enormous power, of 
the Catholic priesthood, . had left this ,beautiful 
portion of Europe almost without a hero to assert 
her cause. 	Romana was a brave soldier, and 
beloved by , his countrymen, but the artful Na-
poleon had,removed him -and his gallant army far 
away from the calls of their native land. 	. 

'In this state of despondency, with their coast 
from Bayonne to Rosas . surrounded by British 
cruisers intercepting every cargo from .her colo-
nies, while ,a French armylioted in the interior]  
and imperiously demanded that treasures for, its 
support which Spain had not to give, the un-
happy people turned their eyes upon the English 
for deliverance, and were riot disappointed. . 	The 
inhabitants of Cadiz were the first to call for our 
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assistance, and loudly demanded that the fire 
of the batteries should be:turned on the French 
sqUadron of five sail 'of 'the line, then - lying in 
the harbour, under the command of Rear-admiral 
Rossilly. To this demand, 'the Marquis de -Sohn° 
replied, "that much -as he was disposed to prevent 
the escape of the ships, Spain'Avas not in a condi-
tion to 'commence hostilities 'against the FrenCh." 
Shortly' after the Governor gave out his pass and 
countersign—" Parig" and -"Napoleon." 	This, 
though perhaps meaning nothing, was fatal to him. 
The mob surrounded his house, and furiously 
demanded to see him. ' He had 'been frequently 
cautioned' to quit the city. The unhappy marquis, 
conscious that he was doing his duty, disregarded 
the advice 'of 'all his friends 'until it was too late. 
Mrs. Strange, all Irish lady long resident in Cadiz, 
concealed him in her house. 	The mob broke in 
and demanded his person : she denied any know-
lddge of him : they made her swear to it, which 
she- did, with heroic resolution, and received a 
pistol-shot in her arm. 	Her house had then re- 
cently, been painted, and in an angular corner 
there Was a closet, concealed by a sort of sliding 
door : 	into thig she had 	thrust the marquig, 
where he might have remained in safety till night, 
had not a painter, who had been employed in 
the house, shewed the place of his concealment, 
The miserable victim was dragged forth and in- 
sulted. 	Mrs. Strange narrowly escaped with her 
life. 	They fiercely demanded how she could take 
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a false oath ? 'she boldly replied, " To save 'the , 
life of an innocent man !" and they let her go with 
mingled applause and disapprobation. Solano was 
hurried away to.  the Fish-market: the poissardes 
are ever active revolutionists. Here he received a 
stab under his right shoulder, and turning round 
to see whence the blow came, he calmly exclaimed, 
" Es possible !" 	instantly the rabble fell upon 
him, tore him' in pieces, and bathed their hands 
and their handkerchiefs in his blood, which they 
displayed as tokens of victory. He was succeeded 
in his office by Don Thomas de Morla, who was 
appointed by the provisional government. 	The 
war between England and Spain ended with the 
life of Solano. 	France had a large army in the 
penirisula. 	Joseph Bonaparte had assumed the 
sceptre at ,Madrid, but was quickly compelled to 
fly with his guards, and seek safety on his frontier. 

Lord Collingwood, commanding the British fleet 
off Toulon, was perfectly'aware of what was pass-
ing in Spain, and addressed the following letter to 
Rear-admiral Purvis off Cadiz. 

Ocean, off Toulon, 29th May,1800. 
Sin, 

The information which I have received from Lieutenant-
general Sir Hew Dalrymple, of the present state of affairs in 
Spain, and the probability of war between that nation and 
France is most important, and will require the most careful 
watch that the French ships now in the port of Cadiz do not 
escape from thence. 

If any convention or agreement should be made by you with 
the Spanish Governor, before I come down, for the giving up 
the French ships in the port, it would be proper that at least 
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six hostages, meri of rank in Spain, and two Spanish ships 
should be sent out_ to • you before the British fleet enters the 
port to seize on them ; and that the fortresses of St. Catherine 
(near St. Mary), should receive an English garrison, to continue 
there no longer than until the affairs of the port of Cadiz are 
settled, and the French ships taken possession of, for which 
purpose I have written to the Governor of Gibraltar to provide 
the necessary troops.  

The French fleet in Toulon is fitting, put makes no appear-
ance which indicates sailing soon. I purpose, unless something 
-occurs to prevent me, coming down the Mediterranean, „and 
joining• the squadron off Cadiz as soon as I have made the 
arrangements here. 

I have the honour•to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient bumble servant, 

• 
CO LLINGWOOD, 

Rear-admiral Purvis. ,  
JOHN CH. PURVIS. 

1 

For eleven years, with the exception of the peace 
of Amiens, the English had blockaded Cadiz; but 
England, the Spaniards knew, possessed honour, 
bravery, and a hatred of tyranny and oppression. 
The French squadron under Rossilly had taken 
possession of the harbour, and used the dock-yard 
and the stores at the Caraccas as their own. 	The 
tide of popular opinion had long been turning 
against the French in the peninsula : their rapacity 
and cruelty had disgusted the Spaniards in the 
same propOrtion as they admired' the generosity 
and humanity of the English. 

. 	The events at  Madrid in May, and on the sea 
coast at the same time, had produced the ferment 
which reached the extremities of the kingdom; 
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early information i  was setit of to Sir HeW. Dal 
rymple, the governor of Gibraltar, . and. to Rear- 
.admiral Purvis, commanding the detachment be-
fore Cadiz, and by these officers, the above let-
ter, being printed in Spanish, was circulated 
throughout Andalusia, in answer ,to which they „.. 
"received an address as follows : 

The Spanish Nation,' considering the renunciation' of their 
princes inlavour 6f Napoleon to be rendered null and void by 
its violence, and contrary to the laws of nature, have united and 
agreed to resist these violences and frauds, ana have established 
a form of government at Seville which they have denominated 
the Supreme Council. This government desires peace with the 
British empire, having always loved it, but as the present state 
of agitation does not admit of long negotiatiOns, it therefore 
explains itself in the following brief Articles :  

I. The peace of 1782 to be revived in all its points. 
2. As France is the common enemy, we persuade ourselves 

that Great Britain will assist us With all the necessary means in 
her power. 

3. The security of the Americas does not depend on the 
forces that may attack them, but upon the intelligence of the 
resolutions formed by the Spanish nation being promptly con-
veyed to them.; for this reason it is indispensable to dispatch, 
without being liable to interruptions, officers and intelligence to 
the principal ports. 

,4. 	It will doubtless facilitate our operations if we have 
nothing to fear from the British squadrons or cruisers. 	• 

5. The French squadron now in this port (Cadiz), shall be 
summoned, and reduced as soon as peace is made and con-
firmed, and in the mean time it is securely shut up in this port. 

The nation thinks first of making a formal declaration of war 
against Napoleon. 

6. ,These points being agreed upon, plenipotentiaries shall be” 
named to treat and arrange the necessary details. 

Received 2d of June, 1808. 
JOHN CH. PURVIS. 
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The British' commanders off Cadiz hasten to transmit he 
following answer to the Article's submitted last night for their 
consideration, through the medium of Sir John Gore and Sr 
Geo Smith, of his Britannic Majesty's naval and land services; 

1. The British commanders • are not vested with powers to 
receive any propositions as the basis of a peace between the, 
British and Spanish nations, but they Will cordially and honour-
ably receive add convey to England, in a British man of war, 
with all possible dispatch, such Spanish commissioners as may 
be selcted to treat for peace between the two nations. 

2. As 'the British admiral is at present bound by instructions 
which he does not' feel ,himself at liberty to depart from alto-
rgether, a partial armistice can alone be acceded to, pending the 
pleasure "ofthe. British government, on the condition that_ any 
British merchant ships and vessels shall have free and' undis-
turbed ingress and egresi at.  the port of Cadiz, with liberty to 
import and dispose of all articles of British manufacture and 
produce on the most favoured terms, and in the same manner as 
if peace actually existed between the British and Spanish nations. 
On the other hand, all Spanish coasting vessels shall be per-
mitted to navigate freely from and to the port of Cadiz, with 
all articles of provision and merchandise, excepting nasal and 
military stores, or articles that can be converted into such, 
which must be admitted under a special communication and 
agreement between the two .parties.. 

3. The British commanders win readily grant passports for 
feluccas to convey Spanish officers, dispatches, and intelligence 
'to their' trans-marine possessions and colonies, 	in order to 
counteract the views of the common enemy. 

4. Before the foregoing articles can be agreed on, it is ex-
pected, and it will be considered for the mutual honoua and benefit 
of the British and Spanish nations, to take immediate steps for 
reducing or destroying the French squadron, and constituting 
the officers and crews prisoners of war, because, whilst a French 
flag is flying in the harbour of Cadiz, the British commanders 
will not be justified to their government in landing troops for 
the co-operation with the Spaniards, and it will be indispensable 
also to continue (while the 	French, flag. is flying) a British 
blockading squadron, which the government of Great Britain 
might otherwise consider quite unnecessary. It must be likewise 
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understood that all French privateers, gttn-boats; *c. are to be 
excluded froni the Spanish ports, 

•Given on board his Britannic Majesty's ship Atlas, 3d June, 
1808. 	. 	• . 

. • 	(Signed) 	J. C. PURVIS, Rear-admiral. 
B. SPENCER, Major-general. 

• J. C. PURVIS. • 
• r 

Admiral Rossilly placed his squadron in a de-
fensive position in the channel leading • to .the 
Caraccas, and out of the reach of the works of 
Cadiz, where he refused to listeeto any terms. 
The Spanish gun and mortar boats, and the bat, 
teries erected on the isle of Leon, commenced 
hostilities at three o'clock in /the afternoon of the 
9th, and_the firing continued on both sides till 
night. It was renewed on the morning of the 10th 
by the Spaniards, and partially continued till two, 
when a flag of truce was hoisted by the French 
admiral, but the terms proposed by him were re- ' 
jected, and the Spaniards augmented their works. 
The offer of assistance from the British rear-
admiral and general was declined, as the Spaniards 
Wished to have all the honour to themselves. The 
truth vva's, they saw that as long as the British 
,squadron lay off Cadiz, the French could not . 
.escape, and that, consequently, they must surren-
der, without the active interference of the English. 
.4 small French -force having assembled at Trevisa, 
:with an intention of entering Spain by passing the 
Guadiana, Admiral Purvis, to evince his zeal in the 
•canse, sent three sail of tho,line off the mouth of 

   
  



1808.1 	 MEDITERRANEAN. 	 25t 

that river, and a land.  force of .  British troopS was 
prepared.to march to co-operate with them against 
the common enemy. 

The situation of Admiral.Rossilly now became 
critical ; from the harbour of Cadiz he had no 
means of escaping. He proposed to dismantle and 
disarm his ships, .and keep his. people on board, 
without shewing any colours. 	Mork would not 
accede to' the terms proposed, nor to any but ad 
unconditional surrender, which at length took 
place on the nth, when the Spanish colours were 
displayed on board the 'French ships. 	On this 
occasion the popular excitement against their 

. oppressors exceeded all; bounds. 	The 	British 
squadron was immediately admitted into the har-
bour, with the most joyful acclamations : as soon 
as the account of this event reached England, 
about 8000 Spanish' prisoners were liberated and 
conveyed back to their native country ; and the 
union of the two nations was complete, without 
the form. of a declaration. 	Admiral Purvis de- 
tached • the Windsor Castle, with a land force 
under the command of General Spencer, to assist 
the Royalists near Ayamonte. 	On his arrival, 
Major-general Spencer informed the Secretary 
of State that the appearance of the British force 
had induced the French to retire towards Lisbon. 
The Windsor Castle was immediately joined by 
the Zealous, of seventy-four guns, with a body of 
troops embarked in transports : they came•to an-
chor in Lagos bay, and Junot, the French com- 
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mander-in-chief in Portugal, was now forced to 
retire and-act on the defensive in Lisbon. 

On the ,15th of June, Lord Collingwood, wild 
had arrived off Cadii, ,  received infoimation .  from 
the Governor"; that the commissioners-  nominated 
by the Junta of Seville; to negotiate a peace with 
England, would be ready to embark in two dayg; 
and Sir. John Gore was ordered to convey them to 
England, in the Revenge, of - seventy-four` guns: 
Application was also made to his Lordship; by the 
same authority, to give a passport to a Spanish 
frigate, and four dispatch vessels, to carry to the 
several governments and presidepcies in the West 
Indies information of the. events which-had hap-p  
pened in Spain,'and their instructions .to -the 'Go-
vernors. They also requested, that a British sloop 
of war might take out officers to that country, 
whose presence there was of importance : this re-.  
quest they urged as affording a proof to the colonies 
of their connexion with Great Britain; 

On the 20th' of June, Captain' Creyke, of the 
Eclipse sloop of. war, .addressed a letter to Sit 
Charles Cotton, from Oporto,iti which he described 
the revolutions and .counter-revolutions which had 
succeeded each other in that city ; at length, the 
populace inflamed by the priests, broke open the 
depots, and ,supplied themselves with twenty-five 
thousand stand .of arms. 	From that moment the 
French authority ceased; D'Oliveira, the governor, 
was displaced, and the bishop of Oporto elected 
in his room. 	Twenty thousand men instantly 
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marched to meet the French, who had advanced 
with only nine .hundred, to within six leagues of 
Oporto. 	Portugal was in, .arms from north to 
south ; and such was .the popular hatred-  against 
the French, that the Captains Oreyke- and Jones 
of his Majesty's navy, after ,having begged the ,life 
of the, French intendant of police, had the greatest 
difficulty in,conveying him .to,tlieir boat; love and. 
respect for the ,.nglish:alone prevented the popu; 
lace from tearing him in pieces. 

At St. Andtro, on the 25th of: June, Captain 
George Digby,. of the. Cossack, of .twenty-two, 
guns, and. Captain. O. .F. Daly, of, the' Comet, 
finding that the French army had _gained the pass 
of the mountains, ,and, was approaching the town, 
and that the inhabitants were flying in every direc-
tion, landed, and blew up the magazines, and spiked 
all the guns. Having accomplished this, the British 
officers ,had only time to put off , with their boats, 
when the .French army entered the town. 	Cap-
tOn Daly was severely scorched, by. the explosion; 
as was Lieutenant Read,. of the royal marines:,  

The cause of the French,  in the Peninsula ap-
peared to be perfectly desperate, when. on the 
24th of July, Sir Hew Dalrymple, the commander-
in-chief at Gibraltar, acquainted government with 
the surrender of the French army to that of Cas-
tanos. This force amounted to fourteen thousand ; 
a which eight thousand were under Dupont, and 
six thousand under General Wedel. 	This event. 
caused the evacuation of Madrjd by the new king 
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and . his army, who retreated to Segovia. 	The 
whole of Andalusia was cleared of French troops-, 
and the British were every where .  received as 
friends and liberators. 	This intelligence was of- 
ficially communicated to Lord Collingwood by the 
Supreme Junta of Seville. 	Still more impoitant 
events crowd upon us in the course of that interest-
ing year : the celebrated Sir Arthur Wellesley, who 
had distinguished himself in India, and at Copen:- 
hagen, was sent with an, army to support the Por-
tuguese, and preserve, if ,pOssible, 'the remnant of 
liberty existing on the Continent. 

This distinguished warrior sailed from Cork on 
the 12th of July, 1808, with about ten thousand 
men; and leaving the fleet as soon as he had got 
clear of the coast, he made sail in a frigate for 
Corunna, where he arrived on the 20th. 	By this 
timely effort of diligence he obtained the'most va-
luable information before his troops arrived, and 
agreed with the Junta of Gallicia to land with his 
army at Porto, to which he immediately went. 
The French had at this time gained the victory of 
Rio Seco. 	Sir Arthur Wellesley received on 'his 
arrival at Porto, a letter 	Sir Charles Cottot, 
advising him to leave the troops either at Porto, 
or the mouth of the Mondego, and join him at Lis- 
bon. 	The fleet was accordingly ordered to Mon- 
dego Bay; and Sir Arthur Wellesley went to Lis-
bon, where he learned that General Spencer had 
landed his troops in Andalusia.- Sir Arthur ordeked 
the General to join him off the coast of Portugal, 
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and determined to attack the French army under 
Junot in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, where the 
enemy was reported to have from sixteen to 
eighteen thousand men. 	Returning instantly to 
Mondego Bay, he landed on the 1st of August; 
though, owing to bad weather, the, whole of his 
army was not on shore till the 5th. 	He heard Of 
the defeat, of Dupont; and received advice from 
his own government, that Brigadier-general Ack; 
land, with five thousand, and Sir John Moore, 
with ten thousand troops, were coming . to his 
assistance, 

General Spencer joined him on the 5th, and his 
corps •was not landed before the.7th and 8th. (See 
Southey's Peninsula War, vol. i. p. 534.) 	The • 
British General defeated the French at Caldas, and 
Roliea. 	The military spirit of France was sonie= 
what lowered in its tone, at least towards us : the 
Russian fleet in the Tagus, moored in a line from 
Boa Vista to iunquiera, prepared for action, to 
support our enemies, and to fire on the city of 
Lisbon if attacked by our squadron, 	The Portur 
guese ship, Vasca de Gama, lay also in the Tagus, 
and afforded an asylum to the french general, La . 
Garde, during the night; *the conduct of this in,. 
tendant of the police, having rendered him justly 
obnoxious to the Portuguese. 
• The landing of Major-general AnStruther's bri 
,gade, on the 19th of August, which was effected 
by the skill and perseverance of the navy, under 
the most serious 'tliffidulties, increased the force of 
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Sir Arthur to such a degree, as to enable him to 
sleet Junot, and fight the battle of Vimeira. onthe 
21st. Sir Harry Burrard, the second in command, 
was on,  the -  field of battle, but would not interfere 
with Sir Arthur sWellesley's judicious plans ; and 
Sir, Hew Dalrymple, on the 22d, took the chief 
command of the British army; the enemy retreat- 
ing to th_e_lines,of Torres Vedras. 	This brings us 
to the Convention of Cintra, concluded between 
the British General and Junot, by which the latter 
was allowed to evacuate Portugal, with his whole 
army. 	To those who were well acquainted with 
the. character and the conduct of the French to-
wards the Portuguese and Spaniards, it was mor7  
tifying to see them make' good their retreat in Bri., 
tish ships of war and transports, from a country in 
which, after committing every enormity that the 
most depraved heart could devise, they took away 
the last dollar, and even the wearing apparel from 
many of the starving inhabitants. The evacuation 
of Portugal was however at that time of such vast 
importance to the great cause of Europe, so much 
was supposed to have been gained by the expar 
sion 'of twenty-four thousand .men from the king-
dom, that all the sacrifices which were made for 
the attainment of this end, were considered to be 
perfectly insignificant, when compared to the ad- 
vantage obtained: 	. The lines of Torres Vedras, 
behind which.Junot and his army were strongly 
intrenched,- wohld have cost the lives of thousands 
to have stormed ; and what 'was perhaps of: still 
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., more importance in the great struggle,-would have 

detained our army ,,in its front, until a superior 
force came up in the rear, and placed us between 
two powerful enemies. 	The military part of the 
Convention, .we may therefore seely say, was at 
least as advantageous to the interests of Portugal,. 
and even of 'Spain, as could have been expected. 
The events which followed, so soon after, had no 
reference to this transaction ; which; if consideredi 
in any point of view, must at least have been fa-
vourable to the future operations of the allied' 
armies in the Peninsula. ‘ The surrender of the 
Russian squadron, " in trust," .till six months after) 
a general peace, was a far more exceptionable part,  
of the treaty; but even this was not unprecedented.' 
The, Dutch fleet, in the year 1799, was surrendered. 
to Vice-adniiral Mitchell on nearly the same con-) 
ditions ; they were not prizes, , but held for the' 
Prince of Orange. Upon the whole, taking a calni 
retrospect, and considering all the circumstances' 
under' which the army and navy were placed 'at 
that eventful period,.the neutralizing even for .a 
feW weeks of so great a force of the enemy,. was 
an object of too much importance not to• be at-
tained by all which we gave in exchange ; and, 
both Sir Hew Dalrymple, and Sir Charles Cot-
ton, were treated with trnmerited severity and 
cruel ingratitude. 	The Vice-admiral, with the. 
British fleet, was fortunately in such a position 
as to give effect to the negotiations ; and the sur-
render of the Russian squadron, without firing a 

VOL. IV, 
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shot, was the. more to be desired, as an action, 
though it would undoubtedly have ended.  in vie- 
tory .to us,, would have disabled our fleet at an 
important crisis. 	Captain L. W. Halsted, captain 
of the fleet to Sitr Charles Cotton, was the bearer 
of the dispatches to the Admiralty, announcing the 
Convention of Cintra, and. the surrender of the 
Russian ships. 	This is the squadron which we 
left at the Dardanelles, under the command of 
Vice-admiral Siniavin, after the retreat of Sir John 
Duckworth, when the politics of Russia assumed 
on that and other accounts an unfavourable turn 
towards England, and shortly after ended in war 
between the two countries. 	; 

The following are the names and force of the 
ships : 

Ships. 	Gum. 	Men. 	 Commanders. 
f Vice-admiral Siniavin Twerday 	' 	74 • • 736 • .. 	• • 1 Captain Malayoff 

Skoroy 	 60 • • 524 • • • • 	Schelling 
St. Helene 	 74 • • 598 • • • • • 	Bitchenskoy 
St. Cliael 	 74 • • 610 • • • • Roshnoff 
Ratzwan 	 66 — 549 • • • • Blishchoff 
Solnoy 	 74 • • 604 • • • • Malygrain 
IVIotchnoy ..... • • 74 • • 629 • • • • 	Rasvosoff 
Rafael 	  80 .. 646 •. . • • Blychenskoy 
Yarowslavl — 	 74 .. 576 . . • • Milkoff 
Kelduyn 	,* 26 • • 222 • • • • Dournoff 

We must now quit the coast of Portugal, and 
observe the movements of the British squadron in 
the Mediterranean. 	Lord Cochrane commanded 
the Imperieuse, of thirty-eight.  guns, on the south-
ern coast of Spain: on the 31st ofJuly, his Lordship 
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attacked the castle of Mongal, an important post, 
held by the French, and commanding the road 
between Barcelona and Gerona, while the French 
were besieging the latter place. 	The marines of 
the • Imperieuse took possession tf the castle, and 
the Spanish militia gallantly carried an out-post 
on a neighbouring hill. 	His Lordship blew up the 
castle, destroyed the guns, and delivered the small 
arms and ammunition to the Spaniards, bringing 
off a captain and seventy men prisoners. He also 
kept the coast of Languedoc in a perpetual state 
of alarm, suspending the trade, and occupying the 
attention of a large body of troops. 	 • 

Although Great Britain had made peace with 
Spain, she had still enemies enough to contend 
with. 	The Russians in the North, and the Turks 
in the East, more than counterbalanced the friend- 
ship and assistance of the Spaniards. 	The Turks, 
after the affair of the Dardanelles, became our open 
enemies. ' 

Captain John Stewart, in the Sea-horse, of 
thirty-eight guns, fell in with two Turkish ships 
of war and a galley, coming round the east end of 
the island Scopolo. ; Captain Stewart chased, and 
brought them to action at half-past nine in the 
evening, going off the wind, under- easy sail ; the 
Turks endeavoured to run the Sea-horse on board, 
Which Captain Stewart by good management pre. 
vented. 	At ten o'clock, the Sea-horse by her fire 
had disabled the smaller ship, which had partly 
blown up forward; and Captain Stewart was 

s 2 
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enabled to turn his whole attention to the other,' 
which he engaged till a quarter-past on; when 
she became a motionless wreck ; her fire ceased, 
but she would not reply to any demand...0ether 
she had surrendered or not. 	Captain Stewart, 
knowing the treacherous and desperate character 
of the Turks, was unwilling to expose the lives of 
any of his people by going on board of her ; he 
therefore waited till daylight, when seeing her 
colours displayed on the stump of her mizen-inast, 
he poured a broadside into her stern, and she 
struck. 	She proved to be the Badere Zaffere, a 
frigate of the largest dimensions, carrying _thirty 
twenty-four pounders - on her main - deck, and 
mounting in all fifty-two.brass guns, two of whic'is  
were forty-two pounders : she had twelve pound-
ers on her quarter-deck and forecastle, and a com-
plement .of five hundred men, of whom one hun-
dred and sixty-five were killed, and one hundred 
and ninety-five wounded. 	The Turkish captain, 
Scanderli Kichuc-Ali, was prevented only by his 
own people from blowing her up. 	The Sea-horse 
had five killed, and ten Wounded. 	The other:fri- 
gate was called the Ahs Fezzan, "'carrying twenty= 
two thirteen pounders, and two hundred and 
thirty men. 	The galley put most of her men on 
board the frigates, before the action, and went 
away. 	 . 

Lieutenant Price, of the Porcupine, 'cut out from 
under the fire of the batteries in the harbour of 
Dango, on the coast. of Romania, an armed vessel 
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of eight long six pounders,• and. between twenty 
and thirty men. 

Captain' H. W. Pearse, in the Halcyon, and 
Cap, Prescot, in the Weazle, sloop- of war, in 
conjunction with a small detachment of troops 
under the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Bryce, of 
the royal engineers, attacked the town of Diamante, 
destroyed the works, spiked the guns, and captured 
a convoy of merchant vessels, without any loss on 
our part.  

Captain Rogers, in the Kent, of seventy-four 
guns, with the Wizard, sloop of war, was equally 
active and fortunate on the coast of Genoa, taking 
and destroying, during one cruise, twenty-three 
.,.ai,1 of coasting vessels. .. 

. 	Lord Cochrane, in a letter to Lord Collingwood, 
of the 28th of September, says, " With varying 
opposition, but with unvarying success, the newly-
constructed semaphoric telegraphs, which are of 
the utmost consequence to the numerous convoys 
that pass along the coast of France, at Bourdique, 
La Pinde, St. Maguire, Frontignan, Canet, and 
Foy, have been blown up, and completely demo-
lished, together with three telegraphic houses, 
fourteen barracks of the gens d'armes, one battery, 
and the strong tower on the lake of Frontignan." 

The army of the Marquis de la Romana having 
been extricated from the trammels of Gallic per-
fidy, b by the valour and judgment of Sir James 
,Saumarez, and Sir Richard Keats, was in the 
month of September, safely anded at Corunna, at 
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which -place, in the following month, the expedition 
under Sir David Baird, also arrived : it consisted 
of thirteen, thousand men. 	Sir John Moore, who 
had returned from 'Gottenburg, was employed in 
Spain with his- army in support of Spariish inde-
pendence ; and in the month of December, the 
two British generals formed a junction at Bene-
vento, but the forces of Great Britain, and their 
allies, were, still 'found to be totally inadequate to 
the purposes of affording any effectual check to 
the armies of France. 	The' British generals,' with 
hearts above fear, and resolution which, under 
more favourable circumstances, would have crushed 
the enemy beneath their feet, were under the hard 
necessity of seeking a retreat to the water-side. 
Thus the successes of Sir Arthur Wellesley,. and 
the exertions of Romana, were nearly rendered 
ineffectual, by the disasters which attended the 
British army at Corunna. 	The retreat,  to that 
place, and the embarkation, will be the subject of 
another chapter.  

The British 'Admiral commanding in the Medi-
terranean, afforded every assistance to the Spaniards 
on the sea-coast. 	On the 6th of November, the 
French appeared before the town of Rosas, which 
they invested with six thousand men. 	The inha;-
bitants fled to their ships or the citadel for safety; 
but the fire of the Excellent, 'of seventy-four guns, 
commanded by Captain John West,' the Meteor, 
bomb, commanded by Captain Collins, and the 
Lucifer, by Captain Ball, both of which were 
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within point blank shot, soon compelled them to 
retire. 	The defence of this port is to be attri- 
buted' entirely to , the zeal of Captain West, and 
his bffieers and men. 	BarcelOna was invested by 

4.4 

the French at the same time. 
The Fame, of seventy-four guns, commanded 

by Captain Bennet, was sent to support Rosas, 
and Lord Cochrane, ,in the Imperieuse, defended 
in the most heroic manner the castle! of La Trinite, 
near that place, but on the surrender of Rosas to 
the French, his Lordship blew up the fortress, and 
embarked the garrison. 

In the month of July, 1808, a new line of policy 
was adopted in the West Indies towards the color  
nies of Spain, in consequence of the mother country 
having become suddenly-friendly to the arms of 
Great Britain. 	The Governor of Cuba refused -to 
acknowledge the contemptible usurper, Joseph 
Bonaparte, and called in the assistance 'of England 
to support him in the fidelity which he honourably 
retained to his unworthy though lawful monarch, 
Ferdinand VII. The flame of liberty and patriotism 
soon spread to the .shores of the Continent ; Cu-
mana, Barcelona, and all the settleinents along the 
coast, from Trinidad to Mexico, declared open 
hostility to France, and received the British ship-
ping Into their ports with the mast unbounded 
acclamations, and the most affectionate welcome. 
From' that moment the war in the western hemi-
sphere possessed little interest for us, in point of 
profit or glory, but we had the superior satis- 
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faction of beholding a people throw off the chains 
of tyranny, and assert the freedom to which they 
were justly entitled. 	That they have not yet 
reaped the entire fruits of their labours is ,to be 
lamented ; but long years of discord must succeed 
a convulsion, the result of tyranny, bigotry, igno-
rance, and avarice.  

The Rochefort .squadron having again escaped,, 
the active ands indefatigable Sir John Duckworth, 
with a squadron of severisail of the line, and having 
his flag in the Royal George, sailed for Martinique, 
off which island he arrived in the month.  of Fe-
bruary, 1808, but the enemy had not been•seen, 
and he shaped his course once more for England, 
where he arrived on the 18th of April, and the • 
Rochefort squadron got safe into Toulon on the 
10th of the same month. 	 . 

On the 22d, Captain Joseph Spear, in' the 
Goeree, a ship sloop of eighteen guns, and. one 
hundred and twenty men, had a very spirited 
action with two French brigs of war, the Palineure 
and the Pylade, of sixteen•guns each, twenty-four-
pound carronades, and one hundred and ten men. 
These vessels Were running from Martinique to-
wards Guadaloupe. Captain Spear saw and chased 
them, making a signal at the same time to. the 
Superieure, a small British vessel of fourteen guns. 
The Goeree, after a short but very severe action, 
was so much disabled as to be compelled to repair 
her damages ; while the French sloops, seeing the . 
approach of the Superieure, made sail, and got 
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into the Saintes. This was considered a very-gal-
lant action : the enemy's loss was supposed to 'be 
about thirty killed and wounded ; that of the 
Goeree!, was very trifling. 

On the Jamaica station, 	Lieutenant Colin 
Campbell, in the Decouverte schooner, dro-ve one 
of the enemy's cruisers and her prize (the Matilda, 
of Halifax) on shore, on the coast of St. Domingo, 
and clstroyed them; and on the follbwing day, the 
9th of February, the same officer chased another 
privateer, which he brought to action, and subdued 
in forty-five minutes : she was called La Dorade, 
mounted a long eighteen pounder, two long nines, 
and was manned with seventy-two men, of whom 
fourteen were killed and three wounded. 	This . 
little action was justly considered to entitle Mr. 
Campbell to the approbation of his commander:- 
in-chief: six of his men were badly wounded, 
one of them mortally. 	 . 

In the month of March, the island of Marie 
Galante was taken by Captain Selby, of the Cer-
berus, who having the Captains Hugh Pigot, of 
the Circe, and Brown, of the Camilla, under his 
orders, in the blockade of Guadaloupe, landed 
these officer's with two hundred seamen and ma-
rides, and to this force the island surrendered 
without resistance. 	Captain Selby having suc-
ceeded so well in the capture of this island, was 
sent shortly after with the Cerberus, and a squa-
dron of small vessels, to take the island of Desiada, 
'or Desirade,which he captured without loss, though 
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with much resistance, and a heavy fire from the 
batteries. 	In this service he was assisted by the 
Captains Sherriff and Ward. 	.L 	• 

In the month of December, 1808; Captain Charles 
Dashwood, in La Franchise,4 of thirty-six guns, 
with the Aurora, Dardalus, Rein Deer, and Port 
Mahon brig, attacked the port of Samana, on .the 
east end of St. Domingo, where .the French had 
still a few troops, and carried on some • colonial 
trade. 	.The place was taken after very little re-
sistance ; two privateers, of five guns each, with 
a complement of one hundred men, and three mer- 
chant vessels, were found in the port. 	• • 

In the month of July, Captain Edward Crofton, 
in his Majesty's sloop the Wanderer, of eighteen 
guns, made an attack on the Danish island of St. 
Martin's, which, since the war with the parent 
state, had become a nest for privateers. Lieutenant 
G. A. Spearing (son of the venerable officer of that 
name who lately died at Greenwich Hospital) was 
ordered, with a party of one hundred and thirty 
seamen and marines; to land and attempt to carry 
the batteries by storm. 	Previously to his quitting 
the vessel' on this service, the gallant and heroic 
youth addressed an affectionate letter to his bro-
ther in England, assuring him, that if he fell in the 
attack, it should be with honour ; and disposing, 
in such an event, of all his little property. 	The 
early part of the enterprise was successful ; a bat-
tery of six guns was taken and destroyed, with 
trilling loss on our side ; but while he was pushing 
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on to ascend the rocky heights, overgrown with the 
prickly pear, the enemy from their secure and co-
vered works took too sure an aim, and the intrepid 
leader, with many of his brave c ompanions, fell dead 
at the foot of the ramparts. 	To advance or to re- 
turn to the ships now became alike impossible to 
the survivors, who were forced to capitulate. 	The 
French garrison 'which defended the island received 
their flag of truce ; and the Governor was so struck 
with admiration at the heroic bravery of yoUng 
Spearing, that he allowed him to be buried on 
the island with military honours, both the British 
squadron and the enemy's forts firing minute guns 
on the melancholy occasion. 

In the month of November, 1808, Rear-admiral 
Sir A. Cochrane received orders to blockade Mar- 
tinique, preparatory to its invasion. 	The island, 
from the vigilance of our cruisers, became daily 
more straitened for provisions ; the Americans in 
vain endeavoured to relieve it ; and the British 
merchants of the neighbouring islands scrupled 
not, in defiance of the blockading squadron, and of 
every moral obligation and duty to their country, 
to supply our enemies with the most essential 
articles for their defence and subsistence. 	The 
captures made by our cruisers, and the number of 
American vessels condemned for breach of block-
ade, exceeded that of any former period; and so 
deeply.  sensible was Bonaparte of the wants of the 
island, and of its .importance to• France, that he 
dispatChed squadrons of fast sailing frigates, cor- 
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Vettes; and schooners,: With provisions, ammuni-
tion, and artillery-nien, most of which were inter-
cepted. 

Captain George Saunders, in the Bellette, and 
_Captain Jos.epli Spear, in the Goeree, each took 
valuable letters of marque, bound with provisions 
to the French islands. 	Two small frigates were 
also captured on the. home station, by the Loire 
and the Aima:ble, with similar cargoes and desti- 
nation. 	The . Melampus captured a brig of six- 
teen guns, called the Colibri, bound also to Mar- 
tinique with flour. 	 . 

The Palineure, one of the brigs which had en-
gaged the Goeree, fell in to windward of Marti-
nique, with the Carnation, a brig of eighteen guns, 
commanded by Captain Gregory, who, after a 
long chase, and a running fight of three hours, in 
'which he had fired' away all his filled powder, 
came fairly alongside the enemy, when Captain 
Gregory was killed, the first and second lieute-
nants desperately wounded and taken below :.the 
two vessels then fell on board of each other, when 
the master of the Carnation ran from his quarters, 
'as did the sergeant of marines, followed by 'every 
man in the vessel, except the boatswain, a tall, 
daring, athletic man. 	This brave fellow mounted 
the main-rigging, and saw no one on the decks of 
the enemy, except the Captain, who, as it after-
wards appeared, was too ill to walk the deck, but 
had caused himself to be placed there in his chair. 
In vain did the boatswain use every means ofthreat 
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and of entreaty to animate the crew ; "If twenty-
five men (he exclaimed) will follow me, she is 
ours;'? but they were panic-struck, and not a man 

-would come up from below. 	The Frenchmen, 
finding all quiet, a-few of them came over the bows 
of the Carnation, and took her withoilt farther re- 
sistance. 	This was .one of the most disgraceful 
transactions that had occurred during the war; 
and was entirely to be attributed to the unfortu-
nate death of the captain, and the severe wounds . 
of the lieutenants : without leaders the men lost 
their spirits, and the vessel was_ sacrificed to the 
cowardice of the master and sergeant of marines. 
The Carnation arrived in Marin Bay, Martinique,. 
where she was soon after burned by the enemy, to 
prevent her falling into our hands ; and the Pali-
neure was captured by Captain Hugh Pigot, in 
the Circe, as she went into Fort Royal Bay ; the 
crew of the Carnation were retaken in her, and 
the Commander-in-chief immediately ordered a 
court-martial to be assembled for their trial. 	The 
facts above stated came out in evidence before 
the court: the unhappy crew stood overwhelmed 
with shame, regretting that they had not died in 
action. 	Sergeant Chapman was sentenced to be 
hanged at the yard-arm, which was carried into 
execution on the following day, on board the 
Ulysses, in Fort Royal • Bay, Martinique ; 	the 
master died of the yellow fever previously to the 
trial; thirty of the men were sentenced to fourteen 
years transportation, as unworthy to. belong to the 
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British navy ; but this selitence• was declared by 
the twelve judges to be illegal, and was not car-
ried into effect : the lieutenants were most ho- 
nourably acquitted. 	The name of the first lieute- 
nant was Dicker, now deservedly a captain ; the 
name of the second' is unfortu.nately forgotten. 
The boatswain was strongly recommended to the 
notice of the Admiral, by whom he was imme-
diately appointed to the largest frigate on the 

- station. 
In October, Captain Cockburn, in the Pompee; 

took the Pylade, the consort to the Palineure. 
Captain F. A. Collier, in the Circe, with a squa-

dron of sloops and small vessels,•was stationed off 
the town of St. Pierre and the Pearl rock, near 
which he discovered, on the 12th of December, a 
brig and two schooners at anchor. He immediately 
made all sail towards the enemy. On nearing them, 
he perceived that the shore was lined with troops,. 
and field-pieces, besides regular batteries. 	The 
Circe, followed by the Stork, sloop, and Morne 
Fortunee, brig, soon cleared the beach of the sol- 
diers, 	and 	silenced 	the batteries, which they 
engaged within pistol-shot. 	One of the schooners 
had run on shore, and Captain Collier, leaving the 
Marne Fortunee to watch her, went on with the 
Stork to attack the brig and the other schooner 
lying at anchor, covered by batteries, and troops 
of flying artillery, the boats of both ships being 
prepared to board, as soon as the fire of the enemy 
was in any degree subdued. 	Unfortunately the 
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daring intrepidity of Lieutenant Crook, .who corn-. 
manded the boats of the Circe, induced him to put 
off from his ship, ana attack the enemy, before the 
boats of the Stork could come to his support, or 
the fire of the brig and the batteries were silenced 
by the Circe : 	&o closely had Captain. Collier 
placed his ship, that his men were wounded with 
musketry froni the beach. At this critical moment 
the boats under the command of Lieutenant Crook 
interposing between the Circe and the enemy, the 
fire of the British frigate was necessarily.  withheld, 
and Captain Collier could 'only engage the bat-
teries, or fire on the troops who lined the beach. 
Coming alongside the brig, the lieutenant found 
her with boarding nettings triced up to her yard-
arms, and so well manned and prepared, that the 
boats  were in a very few minutes nearly destroyed 
with fifty-six of the officers and men, either killed, 
wounded;  drowned, or taken prisoners : the Circe 
and Stork stood off for the night. In the morning 
the brig weighed, and attempted to get into St. 
Pierre, 	but 	her 	movements were so closely 
watched, that she was driven on shore and burnt 
by the Amaranthe, as was also one of the schoo-
ners ; the other was bilged on the rocks, The brig 
was called La Cygne, mounted eighteen guns, 
twenty-four pounders, and one hundred and forty 
men, and was;  as well as the schooner, loaded with 
flour for the garrison, and had sailed from Cher-
bourg in company with La Vertu, La Junon, and 
L'Amphitrite frigates, and La Papillon brig ; of 
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these we shall soon have to speak. . The schoonds 
were both armed, and were a part of this squadron. 
The Amaranth& had one man killed and five 
wounded, one of them mortally. 	The Stork had 
one man killed and two wounded : the Express, 
one killed, and three wounded, • 	- 

A very noble defence was made by Lieutenant 
Bennet, in the. Maria, a small brig of war, of four-
teen guns, twelve twelve-pound carroriades, and, 
two long fours, against Le Sard, a French brig of, 
war, of. twenty-two guns, of which sixteen were 
thirty-two pound carronades, four long nine pound-
ers, and two long sixes, with a complement of men 
in proportion. 	Lieutenant Bennet chased and 
brought this vessel to action under the lee of Qua-
daloupe, but the wind dying away to a dead calm, 
the British vessel lay exposed to the raking broad-
side of a superior enemy, until perfectly disabled, • 
notwithstanding every exertion of the Lieutenant 
to get his brig's head the right way. 	When this 
was effected, the fire was renewed with great vi-
gour; but the Maria was sinking, and her colours 
being shot away, the Frenchman hailed to know if 
she had struck. 	•The brave Lieutenant answered 
" No," and a moment after three grape shot passed 
through his body, and he fell dead under. the Bri-
tish flag, which he had re-hoisted; the master con-
tinued the action till not a hope remained, and 
then struck. 	The enemy ran the vessel on , the 
rocks, where she was wrecked. Besides the Lieu-
tenant, five men were killed, and nine wounded. 
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, We have very little to say respecting the East 
Indies during this year ; the enemy was quiet in 
that part of the world; their naval operations were 
confined to the predatory excursions of their fri- 
gates and privateers. 	The Laurel, of twenty-two 
guns, commanded:by Captain J. C.Woolcomb, was 
taken after a severe action by.  the Canonniere, of 
thirty-eight guns. 	Captain 'Woolcomb was cruis- 
ing off the Isle of France, when he fell in with the 
'enemy, and having no wish to engage a force so 
much superior, declined the action ; but the Ca-
nonniere coming up, they fought for an hour and a 
half, when the Lauiel being disabled, was forced 
to surrender. 	Her damage was confined to her 
masts and rigging, to which the fire of the enemy 
seems to have been chiefly directed, and in which 
he completely attained his object ; while, on the 
other hand, the fire of the Laurel being directed 
to , the hull, the French frigate had five men killed, 
and nineteen wounded. The character of Captain 
Woolcomb received no blemish from this misfor-
tune; a court-martial having honourably acquitted 
him : in his mode of fighting he appears to have 
adhered to the old English maxim, of firing at the 
tier of guns. 	In a case of this sort, where the op- 
ponent was of so much greater force, perhaps it 
would have been better to have directed the whole 
fire at the main-mast-head ; that fallen, the ship 
/night have become an easy prey to the Laurel. 

In South Americi, we find nothing to remark in 
the year 1808. 
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CHAP. IV, 

1. Meeting of Parliament—Address opposed by Earl St. 
Vincent. 

2. Channel—Affairs of Sable D'Olonne, and Basque Roads— 
Defeat of Allemande's squadron—Courts-martial on Admiral 
Harvey, and en Lord Gambier—Capture of the Niemen. 

3. Baltic—Various actions—Gallant cutting out of Russian 
gun-boats, and trade—North Seai—Expedition'to Walcheren 
—Forces, naval and military—Object of the attack—State of 
Belgium—Disposition of our ships—Cause of sickness in 
Walcheren—Preparations of the king of Holland—Bombard-
ment and surrender of .  Flushing—Sickness appears in the 
army—Evacuation of the island—Statement of loss of British 
troops. 

4. Spain—Retreat of the British army under Sir J. Moore— 
Ships employed there-Battle of Coruuna—Vigo capitulates 
to the Spaniards and English—French evacuate Corunna and 
Ferrol—Mediterranean—Capture of Le Var—Capture of Pe-
saro—of Cesenatico—of Lusin Picolo—Marquis Wellesley 
embarks in the Donegal for" Cadiz, as ambassador to the 
Junta of Seville—His reception in Spain—Return to England 
—Character of the Spaniards—Affairs of Sicily—Sir John 
Stewart and Rear-admiral Martin tale Ischia—Destruction 
of enemy's flotilla—Gallant action of Captain Staines—Other 
actions—Destruction of the French squadron under Rear- 
admiral 	Boudain, and capture 	of the convoy—Captain 
W. Hoste attacks 'Cortelazzo—Captuie of Zante, Cephalonia, 
and Ithaca—Destruction of enemy's trade in Adriatic. 

5. North Aperica—Action between Bonne Citoyenne and 
Furieuse—Case of - the Deserters from the Africaine claimed 
at Baltimore.  

6. West Indies—Capture of the island of Martinique—Bom-
bardment of Fort Dessaix—Its surrender—List of ships and 
commanders—Barbarous treatment of British prisoners by 
the French—Capture of the Topaze—of La Junon—Com-
modore Cockburn proceeds with the garrison of Martinique 
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to Quiberon bay—Refusal of Bonaparte to receive the pri-
soners agreeably to capitulation:--They are sent to England 
and confined—Capture of Cayenne by Captain James Yeo— 
Capture of Le .D'Hautppul—Surrender of the city of St. Do-
mingo—Capture of La Junon, and death of Capt. Shortland. 

7. East Indies—Attack on the Island of Bourbon. 
8. South America—Revolution at Buenos Ayres—Reflections 

on the conclusion of the year 1809. 

ON the meeting of parliament on.  the 13th of 
January, his Majesty, in the speech from the throne, 
adverted to the overtures for peace made by 
Russia and France, who insisted on the abandon-
ment of the cause of Spain as a preliminary to 
any negotiation : his Majesty declared his firm 
determination never to forsake the Spaniards as 
long as they were true to themselves; and while 
expressing his admiration of the conduct of his 
troops in Portugal, animadverted with severity on 
some of the articles of the convention of. Ciutra. 
His Majesty eulogized the noble conduct of Gus-
tavus, king of Sweden, and recommended parlia-
ment to augment the military force of the country. 

Strong. opposition was made to the address in 
the House Of Lords, where it was moved by the 
Earl of Bridgewater, and seconded by Lord Shef- 
field. 	The Earl of St. Vincent said that the ad- 
dress was such as no man;  who had a veneration 
for his sovereign, or a love for his country, could 
ever assent to. 	Some parts of it, said his Lord- 
ship, which expressed a determined hostility to 
the common enemy, and a firm resolution to carry 
on the war, all must approve; but when he ad.,  

T 2 
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verted to• the manner in which that opposition had 
been conducted on the peninsula of Europe, it was 
wholly, impossible not to express both sorrow and 
indignation. 	He would assert it 'in the face of his 
country, and in the face of the world, that it was 
the greatest 	disgrace that had befallen Great 
Britain since the days of the revolution; and this 
he openly declared, whether he took into. 

  
consi-

deration the manner in which the war was carried 
on in Portugal, or the way in which our troops 
had been sent there. 	Transports were hired, and 
great merit was to be attributed, forsooth, to 
minister's, in providing these transports ; but the 
public ought to be -undeceived upon that head : 
there was not a tittle of merit in the case ; it was 
only going to market and offering a little more 
than the market price, and transports were to be 
obtained in abundance. 	He wished, however, to 
notice, the 	important services to which these 
transports' were applied. 	"Why, truly," said his 
Lordship, " they were at last employed tb convey 
the rascally ruffians whom Junot commanded, to 
that part of France which was nearest to Spain, 
that they might as speedily as possible be again 
brought into action with more effect against 'our 
soldiers. 	So that those devils," added his LOrd-
sbip, with an energy peculiar to himself, and with 
prophetic veracity, " are at this moment harassing 
the rear of ottr retreating army." The convention 
of Cintrq could not be considered without feelings 
of alartn As well as indignation, especially when he 
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observed the cold-blooded treaty, that gave up a 
contest with the ships of an enemy upon a. com- 
promise 	so unworthy the 	national 	character. 

There was a time," said the gallant Admiral, 
" when such old-fashioned :words as ' sink, burn, 
and destroy,' were understood 	in their literal 
meaning; but now we are to negotiate, to become 
ships' husbands, to take possession by bargain and 
barter 'instead of battle, and not iu right of con, 
quest-." 	expressed Having 	himself in terms 
of much indignation against the surrender of the 
Russian fleet, his Lordship continued, " When-
ever_ he looked at the terms of that . convention, 
when he reflected on the decision of the court of 
inquiry, he could not help exclaiming that the 
decision was a blot upon the country : whenever 
he heard of councils of war being called, he always 
considered them as cloaks for cowardice. So said 
the brave Boscawen ; and from him he had imbibed 
the sentiment, which time and experience had 
completely confirmed. 	At Vimeira we gained a 
victory, and at the moment our soldiers were 
flushed- with conquest, recourse was had to a 
council of war. 	That, he presumed, could only 
have been necessary, or apologized for in the mo- 
ment of defeat. 	Upon what principle, therefore, 
suck an expedient was resorted to, he was at a 
loss to discover : they only who acted in it could 
explain it. 	Just the same opinion he entertained 
of the court of inquiry. 	It was a shield to ward 
off investigation from ministers themselves; but he 
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trusted their Lordships would not be prevented 
from making a scrupulous investigation in their 
own way. 	He knew the character of the Portu- 
guese .exceedingly well ; they (excepting the peo-
ple of Lisbon) were as brave as any people in the 
world, and, officered with British soldiers, would 
have shewn an undaunted front to the enemy. 
Why was not that expedient made use of? 	Mi- 
nisters ought' to have known their value, and if 
,they did not, their ignorance was inexcusable. 	If 
the house did its duty, it would immediately pro-
ceed to the foot of the throne, and there tell the 
sovereign the bold truth,  that if he did not remove 
his ministers, they would ruin the country." 
. 	The subject of Lord St. Vincent's speech was 
repeated by Lord Henry Petty, in . the House of 
Commons, and answered by Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
who certainly proved the necessity of entering 
into the convention of Cintra, as the best means 
of ridding Portugal of a cruel and destructive 
enemy. 	The terms on which the surrender of the 
Russian squadron was received, were dictated at 
home, and sent out to Sir Charles Cotton : they 
were nearly similar to those under which the 
Dutch fleet, in 1799, was given up to Sir Andrew 
Mitchell. 

The transactions in the Channel this year were 
important in themsePes ; and much more so, as 
they formed a powerful diversion in favour of 
Spain. 	The active and successful Admiral Alle- 
mande had in the month of February effected his 
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retreat into the Pertuis D'Antioche, and taken up, 
as he conceived, a secure anchorage between the. 
Isle D'Aix and the Boyart Shoal. His force amount-
ed to ten sail of the line (one of them a first rate), 
one fifty-gun ship, and four frigates. 

The outer part of this anchorage is called Basque 
Roads; here durEig the war our squadrons had been 
accustomed to ride in perfect security, defended 
from every wind, except from west cto north-west. 
The holding ground is however' so good between 
the islands of Re and Oleron, that we have no in-
stance of any accident by our ships drivfng from 
their anchors. 

The British squadron stationed in Basque Roads 
was not at its anchorage at the time of the arrival 
of Allemande; a very fortunate circumstance, as 
Rear-admiral the Honourable Robert Stopford, 
who commanded, had with him only three sail of 
the line, and three frigates. 	The moment he re- 
ceived information of his enemy, he dispatched the 
Naiad to acquaint Lord Gambier, off Ushant ; and 
that ship had only got a few miles from the squa-
dron, when she made the signal for three strange 
sail. These were immediately pursued by our ships, 
until they took shelter in a bay formed by the Sa-
ble D'Olonne, where, being defended by strong 
batteries, they considered themselves no doubt in 
perfect security : the Rearldmiral however soon 
brought them to action. 	The Defiance and the 
Amelia, from their light draft of water, being en-
abled to get much closer than the Caesar and Done- 
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gal, Captain Hotham, one of our best pilots for the 
coast of France, anchored the. Defiance within half 
a mile of Olem,, and by his fire, and that of the 
other ships, soon obliged the frigates to cut their 
cables, and run on shore. - The ebb tide making, 
our ships! stood out, leaving the enemy without 
much chance of getting off; and when seen on the 
following day, they were lying on their beam-endi, 
completely unrigged. 	The Defiance had two men 
killed, and twenty-five wounded; the Donegal had 
one killed, and six wounded. 	Captain the 'Ho, 
nourable F. P. Irby, of the Amelia, reported' that 
these ships were the Italienne, Calypso, and FU- 
rieuse. 	After this affair, the Rear-admiral ' was 
joined by the Theseus, Triumph, Revenge, and 
Valiant, of the line, and Indefatigable frigate; 
making his force amount to seven sail of the line. 

Not satisfied with the security of their strong 
position, under the Isle d'Aix, the French threw 
up works on the Boyart Shoal; but from this they 
were soon dislodged by the Honourable Captain 
Irby, who, with the Amelia frigate, and Conflict 
gun-brig, .went in and compelled them to retire. 

The French Admiral having committed him-
self to this roadstead, was vigorously blockaded 
by Lord Gambier, with a strong division of the. 
Channel fleet. 	In the month of. March, his Lord-
ship occupied the anchorage of Basque Roads:  
The shoals which lay in the Pertuis D'Antioche, 
and the strength of the batteries on the Isle D'Aix; 
seemed to forbid the approach of our ships near 
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enough to bring the enemy .to action: 	Lord Gam-* 
bier, either acting on a proposal of Sir' Richard 
Keats; made two years before, or on one more 
recently sent 'in by' Lord Cochrane, wrote to the 
board of Admiralty for permission to destroy the 
French ships by means of fire-vessels. 	Lord Mul-
grave and his colleagues having in the mean time 
conversed with Lord Cochrane, had anticipated 
the Admiral's wishes ; and preparafions were jai.: 
mediately made for carrying their resolutions into 
effect.  

The enemy's squadron" 'was moored" in two com-
pact lilies, within point blank range of the guns of 
Isle D'Aix, where the extent of deep water was so 
confined, as to bring the ships into close order, at 
the same time; a wider distance would have been' 
desirable. 

Such was the position a the enemy, when the 
following order was transmitted to Lord Gambier,' 
by whom it was received on the 19th of March, -
when his Lordship was occupied in preparing fire-
vessels to effect the destruction of the enemy : 

. 	. 
(MOST SECRET.) 

Admiralty OJlce, March 16, 1809. 
MY LORD, 	 • 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admi-
ralty to acquaint your Lordship, that they have ordered twelve 
transports to be ,fitted as fire-shiP13, and to proceed and join 
you off Rochefort ; and that Mr. Congreve is also under orders 
to proceed to your Lordship in a coppered transport (the Cleve-
land), containing d large assortment of rockets, and supplied 
with a detachment of marine artillery instructed in the use of 
them, pud placed under Mr. Congreve's orders: that the bomb- 
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vessels named in the margin (Etna, Thunder, Vesuvius, Hound, 
and Fury), are likewise under orders to fit for sea with all pos-
sible expedition, and to join you as soon as they may be ready. 
That all these preparations are making with a view to enable 
your Lordship to make an attack on the French fleet at their 
anchorage off Isle D'Aix, if practicable. And I am farther com-
manded to signify their Lordships' directions to you, to take 
into consideration the possibility of making an attack on the 
enemy, either conjointly with your line of battle ships, frigates, 
and small craft, fire-ships, bombs, and rockets, or separately by 
any of the above named means. 

You are to man the fire-ships with volunteers from the fleet, 
intrusting the said ships in charge of officers of the rank of 
commanders who may happen to be present, and shall volunteer 
their services on this occasion; but as it is not likely there will 
be Officers sufficient of that rank to command all the fire-ships, 
you are to make up the deficiency by such lieutenants of the 
line of battle ships as shall volunteer their services, giving the 
preference to the first lieutenants ; and when the said fire-ships 
are manned by volunteers from the fleet, you are to cause their 
original crews to be received on board the ship,s of your fleet; 
and in the event of the said fire-ships being destroyed, you arc 
to send home the said men, in order to their being discharged, 
furnishing them with such certificates or protections as. shall 
secure them from being impressed into his Majesty's service. 
You are also to hold out to the volunteers and the officers to 
whom the command of the fire-ships may be intrusted, every 
expectation of reward in the event of success. 

It is their Lordships' farther direction, that you state to me, 
for their information, whether any farther augmentation of force 
of any description is in your opinion' necessary, to enable you 
to perform this service with full effect„that it may be prepared 
and forwarded to you without a moment's delay; their Lord-
ships having come to a determination to leave no means untried 
to destroy the enemy's squadron. 
. 	In order to give your Lordship every information on this im- 
portant subject, my Lords have directed me to enclose to yon a 
paper drawn up by Sir Richard Keats, in 1807, proposing a 
mode of attacking the enemy's squadron under Isle D'Aix. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

W. W. POLE. 
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On the 3d of April, Lord Gambier was joined 

by Lord Cochrane, in the Imperieuse, who brought 
with him an order from the Admiralty, directing 
the employment of Lord Cochrane to .lead the 
attack. 

The fire-vessels, and explosion-vessels, were fit-
ted for this service in a,  new and singular manner. 
The first were intended to burn without imme-
diate explosion; .the others were filled with live 
shells, barrels of powder, stones, and every sort of 
projectile likely to be destructive to the enemy. 
The whole of them arrived in Basque Roads on 
the 8th of April, 

The arrangements for the attack having been 
completed, Lord Cochrane made the signal to 
weigh, and ran in with the Imperieuse until he 
judged his own ship sufficiently 'near; he then an-
chored, and went with a lieutenant and his gig's 
crew on board of one of the fire-brigs to the last 
object of the expedition. 

It was a most fortunate circumstance that the 
Mediator had been provided for the service of 
breaking the boom, as it is certain it would have 
resisted a smaller vessel; still more fortunate  that 
the command of her was intrusted to a young hero, 
who, in defiance of his enemies, and their showers 
of shot and shells, was resolved to bear down this 
obstacle or perish in the attempt. 	With a strong 
breeze, and a flood, Captain James Wooldridge 
ran his ship on the boom at a right-angle ; it 
yielded to the shock ; and the passage up to the 
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very sides of the enemy's fleet now being open, the 
smaller fire-vessels followed. That in whiCh Lord 
Cochrane was, exploded outside of the boom, and 
sooner than his' Lordship intended ; 'some of the 
vessels mistook their course, owing to the dark- 
riess of the night, and failed entirely. 	As soon as 
the Mediator had broken the boom, and not before, 
some of the enemy's ships of the line cut 'their ca- 
bles, and ran on the sand-banks. 	Captain Wool- 
dridge set fire to his train ; the ship was instantly 
in flames ; the lieutenants, Clements and Peart, 
with the crew, got into the boats, followed by the 
Captain, who was dreadfully scorched. 

After the daring Wooldridge, in the Mediator, 
had broken 'the boom, Captain Joyce,' in the Ze-
phyr fire-ship, ran in, and when distant from one 
of the French ships of the line about two cables 
length, fired.  his trains, pladed his people in the 
boats, himself and Mr. James Sedgwick Lean' (a 
young midshipman) only remaining on board, till 
the vessel was in flames fore and aft, when they 
jumped into the sea, and swam to the gig, which 
they reached with great difficulty. 	By this time 
the' Zephyr was so close to the French ship, that 
she was kept off only by fire-booms, while the 
enemy cut their cables, and by that means avoided 
the danger. 	The batteries and all the ships at the 
same time kept up a constant and furious fire of 
shot, shells, grape, and musketry, but without 
doing any injury to Captain Joyce and his boats. 
The flood tide, which ran strong, and the wind and 
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sea being all against them, the boat was exposed 
to.this fire ; and what considerably increased their 
danger, was.  the explosion of another, fire-vessel, 
just without them, which distinctly shewed their 
position to the enemy. 

After the officers had performed their duty, and 
sent the burning convoy into the enemy's anchor-
age,; they had an arduous and difficult task to per-
form in regaining the Imperieuse, which was, the 
nearest ship, and placed to receive them. 	Many 
of .the officers and men on getting on board were 
found to be much wounded, and exhausted with 
fatigue;  having been four hours in the boats. 	. 

When daylight came, seven sail of the French 
line lay on shore, and Lord Cochrane made the 
signal to the Admiral that they might be destroyed. 
• Lord Gambier immediately made the signal to 

weigh, and the fleet ran up and anchored within 
three miles of the Isle of Aix : the enemy, as the 
tide roise, succeeded.in  removing all but three sail • 
of the line into deep water, towards the entrance 
of the Charente. 	Captain John Bligh, of the Va- 
liant, was ordered to take his own ship, with the 
Revenge, Captain A. Kerr, Indefatigable, Aigle, 
Emerald, Pallas, Beagle, /Etna bomb, Insolent, 
Growler, Conflict, Encounter, and Fervent gun-
brigs, to effect the destruction of those which,re-
mained on the Boyart Shoal. At twenty minutes 
past two, Lord Cochrane, in the Imperieuse, ad-
vanced to the attack of the Calcutta, which sur- 
rendered to his fire. 	Captain Bligh's squadron 
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soon after joined in the attack oil the Aquilon, 
seventy-four, and Varsovie, eighty, both of which 
surrendered before five o'clock. 	The prisoners 
were immediately removed and the ships • set on 
fire : the enemy, to save our brave fellows the 
trouble, set fire to the Tonnerre, of seventy-four 
guns, at the same time. 

Rear-admiral Stopford, in the Caesar, was ordered 
up .to support the advance, with the Theseus, of 
seventy-four guns, three fire-ships, and all the 
boats of the fleet, to throw Congreve rockets into 
any of the enemy's ships exposed to such attack ; 
but the ships of the line not having water enough 
to anchor, were ordered out, and the service left 
to be executed by the frigates;  and smaller vessels, 
better adapted to the nature of the attack. 	• 

The names of the ships composing the enemy's 
squadron, were— 

Ships. 	Guns. 
• 5 Vice-admiral Allemande—shipsoti shore L'Ocean 	 120 t 	under Touras. 

Foudroyant • • • 	80 	Rear-admiral Gourden. 
Cossaid 	74 	On shore under Touras. 
Tourville 	74 	On shore in the river. 
Regulus  	74 	On shore under Madane. 
Jean Bart  	74 	On shore. 	 . 
Jemappe 	74 	On shore. 
Tonnerre 	74 	Nine months old, burnt. 
Aqpilon  	74 	Old ship, burnt. 	'` 
Ville deVarsovie 	80 	Never at sea, burnt. 

„ fLoaded with flour and military stores, Calcutta 	tm) I 	burnt. 

3 
 on her beam-ends, afterwards On

b 
 shore,

t1they  Indienne 	44 1 
Elbe, Pallas, Hortense, one of them on shore, name not known. 
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The number of our killed and wounded was very 

small, compared to the injury done to the enemy. 
On board the British squadron two officers and 

eight men were killed, nine officers and twenty-
six men wounded : one man missing, supposed to 
have been drowned. 

The Captains Wooldridge and Joyce were pro- 
moted to the rank of post-captains. 	The former 
had a medal from his Majesty for having broken 
the boom. The Patriotic Fund presented him with 
a sword valued at one hundred guineas ; and to 
each of his lieutenants one of fifty guineas: 

Lieutenant Clements and some other officers 
were also promoted. 	 • 

Here then the enemy had sustained a defeat 
almost as disastrous, and much more disgracefiil 
than those of the 1st and 23d of June, in the yearg 
1794 and 5. They had lost three ships of.the line 
besides the Calcutta; a fourth, the Jean Bart, was 
lost On. the Pallais shoal a few days after, in *con- 
sequence of this attack. 	All the other ships were 
forced to retreat into shallow water,where they were 
dismantled and laid up, for a long time, useless to 
their country. 	The praises and reward bestowed 
on Lord Cochrane he fully merited :. his Lordship 
was created a knight of the Bath, when the admis-
sion to that noble order was reserved for the 
highest services rendered to the state, either in 
the cabinet or the field. 	There were also other 
officers, who deserved well of their country, but 
who sunk into silent and modest retirement, and 
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would never}  have been mentioned again for that 
service, but for the disagreements which ensued 
on the arrival of the dispatches in England. 	The 
Captains Bligh, 	Prouse, 	Kerr, 	Rodd, 	Wolfe, 
Wooldridge, and many others, were greatly . dis-
tinguished, as were the first lieutenants of ships' 
Of the line, commanding the fire-vessels, and the' 
lieutenants of gun-brigs. 	The names of .these offi-
cers are too numerous for insertion; .but never ha& 
Britain more reason to be proud of her navy than 
on this occasion, when the fleet of their rival was 
pursued and destroyed under their own batteries, 
and in one of their best anchorages ; never was 
more zeal displayed, from the highest to the lowest 
rank, and it is not too much to say, that the just 
expectation of England was not disappointed— 
" Every man did his duty." 

Unfortunately though the king and the country' 
were satisfied with the deeds of the navy, the navy 
was at variance with itself, and two courts-martial' 
of `singular importance to the service, succeeded' 
the rejoicings for the victory. 	 . 

Rear-admiral Eliab Harvey, of whom we have 
had to make honourable mention, being at this 
time second in command of the Channel fleet, 
conceived that he had a right to fill the situation 
as signedto Lord Cochrane, then a very young and 
a junior officer. 	The gallant Rear-admiral appears 
to have been excited almost to a degree of mental 
aberration, when denied the opportunity of meet-
ing the enemies of his country ; he indulged in ' 
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the most violent invective against.the Comniander- 
In-chief, in an open and undisguised ,manner, on 
the quarter-deck of the Caledonia, as well as pri-
vately in the Admiral's cabin ; it was . therefore 
justly conceived that.the discipline of the service 
must be destroyed, unless an appeal was made to 
the laws of the country for its vindication and sup-
port. Lord Gambier, with this view only, and, as 
we sincerely believe, without any personal ani-
mosity against the Rear-admiral, applied for a 

'court-martial on him : it was granted, and the trial 
took place on the. 22d of May, on board the Gla-
diator, in Portsmouth harbour. 

The facts, as stated in Lord Gambier's letter, 
were clearly proved before a court composed of 
officers of high rank and character, to many of 
whom, as the Rear-admiral said in his defence, he 
had the honour of being personally known. 	With 
a naval court-martial 'we shall ever maintain, that 
partiality has as little share, as in any human 
institution. 	The Rear-admiral was found guilty, 
and dismissed from his Majesty's service; but in 
consideration of his former unblemished and dis-
tinguished character, particularly for his conduct • 
in the battle of Trafalgar, he was shortly after 
restored to his rank. 

Without partaking in any way of the feelings of 
the Rear-admiral, Lord Cochrane was hostile to 
the Commander-in-chief on very different grounds. 
His Lordship openly asserted that more might 
have been done, had his (Lord Cochrane's) signals 

VOL. IV. 	 v. 
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been attended to ; and that the enemy was allowed 
to escape for want of proper energy in the pursuit. 
Whether instigated by the spirit of the party with 
which his  Lordship was at that time unhappily 
connected, or whether he :really conceived the 
interests of the, nation had been abandoned by the 
Admiral, it *is - not for us to determine ;_ perhaps 
both these causes- combined to sour his mind, and ,... 
produce that reply to Lord Mulgrave's communi-
cation, which, we believe, has been the parent of 
all the succeeding misfortunes of Lord Cochrane. " 
i 	The Earl of Mulgrave as first Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, having intimated to his Lordship that it .  
was intended .by his Majesty's government to 
move the thanks of both houses of parliament to 
Lord Gambier, and the other officers and crews of 
the fleet serving in Basque roads, Lord Cochrane 
observed, that in the event of such a measure, he 
should feel himself bound*  by his public duty 
(being a member of parliament) to object to the 
thanks, so far as they would apply to the Com-
mander-in-chief. These sentiments being officially 
communicated to Lord Gambier, his Lordship very 

'naturally demanded a court-martial, to investigate 
every part of his conduct relative to the attack on 
the French fleet in Basque Roads. 

In looking back to the whole transaction, we 
cannot help regretting that Lord COchrane had 
not preferred his charge officially, according to the 
rules of the service, instead of leaving it to be 
drawn by inference from the journals of the fleet. 
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It should not be forgotten that the situations of 

Lord Gambier, and Lord Cochrane, on the 1 1 th 
and 12th of April, were essentially-different ; the 
first having responsibility, the second none. 	Had 
Lord Cochrane lost the Imperietise.  on the Boyart 
Shoal,' his bravery would, if possible, _have re-
ceived a higher lustre. Had Lord Gambier so com-
mitted .the fleet under his command, as either to 
have run the ships on shore, or exposed them to 
conflagration .in a narrow anchorage, the nation 
might have felt the effects of his imprudence, and 
his character (dearer to him than his life) have 
suffered in the eyes of the world. 	The object in 
view, the total destruction of the enemy's fleet, was,  
not to be obtained by the risk of loss of the Channel 
fleet, the main support of the empire. 	Such are 
the opinions of many, officers of talent and enter-
prise, and these opinions received their highest 
confirmation by the.  sentence of a tribunal, the 
justice, of whose decisions has been rarely called 
in question. 	 . 

A court-martial was assembled on board the 
Gladiator, in Portsmouth harbour, on the 26th day 
of July, 1810. 	It was composed of the following 
officers : 

Admiral Sir ROGER CURTIS, Bart. President. 

Admiral WILLIAM YOUNG 	Vice-adm. Sir J. DUCKWORTH 
Vice-adm. 	H. STANHOPE 	 B. DOUGLAS 	.  Sir 
--- • G. CAMPBELL 	Rear-admiral SUTTON 
Captain JOHN IRWIN 	. 	Captain R. HALL 
----• DICKSON   R.D. DUNN. 

u2 
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The order directed to the President was as follows: 
ADMIRALTY ORDER; _ 	 Tr 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 45fc. 

Whereas Admiral the Right Honourable Lord Gambier has, 
by his letter to our secretary of the 30th of May,1809, requested 
that his, conduct as Commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, 
employed in Basque Roads, between the 17th day of March 
and the 29th of April, 1809, may be inquired into by a court-
martial : 

And whereas by the log-books and minutes of signals of the 
Caledonia, lmperieuse, and other ships employed on that service, 

'it appears to Its that the said Admiral Lord Gambier on the 
.12th day of the said month of April, the enemy's ships being 
then on shore, and the signal having been made that they could 
be destroyed, did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking 
effectual measures for destroying them: 	We therefore, in com- 
pliance with his Lordship's request, and in consequence of what 
appears in the said log-books and minutes of signals, think fit 
that a court-martial shall be assembled, for the purpose of 
examining into his Lordship's conduct, trying him for the same. 
We send you herewith his Lordship's letter of the 10th of the 
said month, therein referred to, together with an attested copy 
of a letter of our secretary, dated the 29th of last month, and 
addressed to Lord Cochrane, and his Lordship's reply thereto, 

. with the log-books and minutes of signals above mentioned, and 
we do hereby require and direct you to assemble a court-martial 
on Monday the 19th of this month (if the witnesses shall be then 
ready, and if not, then as soon aftet as they shall be so) to try 
the said Admiral the Right • Honourable Lord Gambier, for his 
conduct in the instance herein before mentioned. 	And also to 
inquire into his whole conduct as Commander-in-chief of the 
Channel fleet, employed in Basque Roads, between the 17th 
day of March and the 29th day of April, 1809, and to try him 
for the same accordingly. 

Given under our hands the 5th day ofJune, 1809, 
(Signed) 	MULGRAVE. 	R. BICKERTON. 

W. DOMETT. 	R. MOORSOM. 
By Command of their Lordships, 

(Signed) 	 W. W. POLE. 
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One paragraph of this document must strike the 

most cursory reader, namely, that " by the logs 
and signal minutes of the Caledonia, Imperieuse, 
and other ships, it appeared that Lord Gambier 
did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking 
effectual measures for destroying them." This.was 
neither more nor less than the language of Lord 
Cochrane, and thus far certainly justified his Lord: 
ship's Proceedings ; the ordeal therefore of a court-
martial, composed of men of talent inthe profession, 
was of the utmost importance to the character of 
Lord Gambier. The details of this 'highly interest-
ing trial are much too long for insertion in a work 
of this nature; and as they are to be found at large 
in the Naval Chronicle of the year 1809, and other 
publications, we shall content ourselves with giving 
the result, and referring our readers to the official 
papers for farther information. 

After a most laborious and minute investigation 
of all, the circumstances, occupying the attention 
of the court from the 26th of July to the 9th of 
AuguSt, the following sentence was given : 

That the charge " that Admiral, the Right Honourable Lord 
Gambier, on the 12th of April, the enemy's ships being then on 
shore; and the signal having been made that they could be 
destroyed, did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking 
effectual measures for destroying them," had not been proved 
against the said Right Honourable Lord Gambier; that his 
Lordship's conduct on that occasion, as well as his general 
conduct as Commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet employed 
in Basque Roads, between the 17th of March and 20th day of 
April, 1809, was marked by real judgment and ability, and an 
anxious attention to the welfare of his Majesty's service, and 
did adjudge him to be most honourably acquitted. 
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Sir Roger Curtis, .the president, then returned 
the sword of the Admiral (which during the trial 
had lain on the table), with an appropriate. eulo-
giuM : his Lordship made a proper but very laconic 
answer, then bowed, and retired with his .friends. 

In 'the month of July, Captain Columbine, 
of the Solebay, of thirty-two guns, and Major 
Maxwell, commanding the garrison of Goree, learnt 
that the neighbOuring French,  settlement of Senegal 
had become a rendezvous for privateers, and had 
given:much annoyance to our trade; it was there-
fore determined by these -two gallant officers to 
attack it. 	They proceeded against it with the 
Solebay, Derwent sloop of war, Tygress gun-brig, 
and some small merchant vessels, having on 
board a' detachment of one hundred and sixty 
troops, to which were added one hundred and 
twenty seamen and fifty marines. 	The enemy's 
force consisted of one hundred and sixty regulars 
and two hundred and forty militia; but they sur-
rendered the island of St. Louis, and its depend-
encies, to the British crown with little opposition, 
the garrison becoming prisoners of war. 	. Captain 
Frederick Parker, of the Derwent, and his boat's 
crew, were drowned in crossing the bar, and the 
Solebay was wrecked in going up the river, but 
filer people were saved. 

Captain (now Sir Michael) Seymoui, of the 
Amethyst, of forty-four guns, captured, on the 5th 
of April, the Niemen, of forty-tour guns, a very fine 
frigate, 	quite new copper-fastened, just out of 
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-Verdun roads, with a complement of three hun-
dred and nineteen men, and having on board six 
months' provisions, with a quantity of naval stores. 
She was bound to the Isle of France, and com-
manded by a distinguished French officer, Mons. 
Du Potet. 

The chase began at eleven o'clock in the fore-
noon : the Emerald was in company, .but at seven 
in the' evening the Amethyst lost sight of the 
Emerald, and had gained nothing on .the enemy. 
After dark, Captain Seymour so shaped his course 
as to fall in with the object of his pursuit about 
half-pa'St nine ; a running fight commenced, and 
lasted till one in the morning, when the Amethyst 
coming fairly alongside, b. very determined action 
was sustained till three. 	At this time the main 
and  mizen-mast of the enemy falling, his fire 
slackened, while that of the Amethyst continued 
in full vigour: In the mean time, Captain Mends, 
in the Arethusa, , came up, and ' the French ship 
surrendered, having forty-seven men killed, and 
seventy-three wounded. 	The main and mizen- 
masts of the Amethyst fell, also, in the course of 
the action : she had eight men killed, and thirty- 
seven wounded. 	Captain Maitland, though pos- 
sessing an uncommon share of vigilance and 
attention, was unable, from the darkness of the' 
night, tJ keep sight of either the chase or the 
Amethyst. 

On the 1st of January, Captain Charles Gill, in 
the Onyx brig of war, of ten guns and seventy-six 
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..-'men, 'paiituied• the, Dutch national brig 	Manly- 
. (forinerly British); of sixteen guns, twelVe of which.  
were Leiglteen-pound carronades, and four long 
sixes, with a complement of ninety-four men. t It, 
was .blowing hard, with a heavy sea running,. when 
Captain Gill brought his enemy to action, -.Which 
continued.' for two hours, and the Dutchman,  sur- . 
tendered, having five of his men killed 'and six 
wounded: 	The Onyx had three wounded. 	For 

• this action 'Captain Gill was promoted to post 
rank. 
' In the 'month of May, 1809, Captain Selby, of 
the Owen Glendower, of thirty-six guns, assisted 
by Captain Edward Nicholls, of the royal marines, 
took the island of Anholt in the Sleeve or passage 
to the Baltic. 	The . garrison surrendered at edis, 
cretion ; one hundred and seventy men were made 
prisoners, and the post became of great importance 
to -us in the. prosecution of the northern war. 	A 
lighthouse had been erected, and a light. kept 
burning by the, Danes, who, on the breaking out 
of the war, had extinguished this and all:the lights 
on their coast, rendering the navigation. (at all 
times difficult), nearly impracticable in the winter 
season, and during the night. 	On our taking the 
island, this important light was restored. 

Captain. Goate, in the Muiquito sloop of .war, 
entered the river Elbe; and took possession ' of the 
fortress of Retzbuttel at Cuxhaven, which .he 
entered .without opposition. 	The French garrison 
of eighty-six men retreated! 	The marines and 
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seamen of . 'the 'British. vessels. disarmed; the .place;, 
biinging:off all the brass guns destroying the for-
tifications, and reinstating the senate of. Hamburg 
in the possession of the town and. castle. 	. 	. 
. Captain T.1 B. Martin, in. the ImplaCable„ with 
the Melpomene in company, on the 16th of July 
entered the gulf of Narva, and captured nine sail: 
of merchant vessels, loaded with timber and naval 
stores; ' belonging to 	the 	Emperor 	of Russia: 
Lieutenant Hawkey, of the Implacable, boarded 
with the ships'boats three more, and brought them 
out. . The Russian flotilla took up a position off 
Percold point, which appearing to Captain Martin 
an act of defiance, he ordered Lieutenant Hawkey, 
a. young officer of most distinguished talent and 
bravery, to attack them. 	The boats of the Im-
placable, Bellerophon, Melpomene, and Prome-
theus, having assembled for this purpose, put off 
at nine o'clock in the evening, " and," says Captain 
Martin, in his public letter, " proceeded with an-
irresistible zeal and intrepidity towards the enemy 
(who had the advantage of local knowledge), to 
Attack a position of extraordinary strength, within 
two rocks, serving as a cover to their wings, 
whence they could pour a destructive fire of grape 
on. our boats, which, notwithstanding, advanced 
with 'perfect coolness, and never fired a gun till 
actually touching the enemy, whom they boarded 	- 
sword in hand, and carried all before them. 	I 
believe a more brilliant achievement does not grace 
'the records of our naval history : of eight gun- 
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boats, each mounting a thirty-two and twenty-
four pounder, and fgrty-six men, six have been 
brought out, together with the whole of .the ships 
and vessels (twelve in number), under their pro-
tection, laden with powder.  and provisions for the 
Russian army, a large armed ship taken and burnt; 
and one gun-boat sunk." 	In the performance of 
this service, the gallant young Hawkey fell by a 
grape-shot, which struck him after he had boarded 
and taken a gun-boat, and was in the act of attack- 
ing a second. 	His last words , were, ." Huzza— 
push on—England for ever !" Lieutenant Stirling, 
of the Prometheus, was mortally wounded. 	The 
command of the boats devolved on Lieutenant 
Allen, of the Bellerophon, supported by Lceuz-
tenants Houghton and Vernon, of the Implacable; 
Sheridan and Shekel, of the Bellerophon; Rennie, 
of the Melpomene; 'and the lieutenants of marines, 
Cracknell, Clerke, Kendall, and Carrington. 	The 

•numbers of killed amounted on our side to seven-
teen, and of wounded to thirty-seven ; on that of . 
the Russians to sixty-three killed, besides a great 
number drowned, and one hundred and twenty-
seven prisoners, of whom fifty-one were wounded. 

Captain LOrd George Stewart, in the Aimable 
of thirty-two guns, having the command in the 
river Elbe, annoyed the French who still hovered 
on the 'banks of that river, end the Weser. 	His 
Lordship landed with the Captains Goate, Pettit, 
and Watts, of the Musquito, Briseis, and Ephira, 
who, with a party of their marines and seamen, 
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dislodged the enemy from the town Of Gessen-
dorf, spiked their guns, destroyed the works, and 

_ brought away six waggon loads of valuable mer-
chandise. 

While .the Archduke Charles was Contending 
against Bonaparte, on the banks of the Danube, 
and Sir Arthur Wellesley fought with -  still greater 
success against the. French in Portugal ; while the 
lovers of peace, and of real liberty' were cheered 
with, the, accounts of the battles of Aspern and 
Vimiera, the British governMent, in order .to give 
effect to these advantages, and to distract the 
attention of the haughty Napoleon, planned one of 
the most stupendous expeditions that this, or 
perhaps any other country, had ever sent forth. 

The tyrant discovered, in spite of his nominal 
blockade of England, that the.use of the seas was 
interdicted to him, that colonial produce could not 
reach the ports of France, without first passing 
the ordeal, and paying the fine at a British custom-
house: This state of things, produced by his own 
impoiicy and arrogance, was felt by the French, 
.and other powers; as utterly subversive of their 
commerce. Holland, which for fourteen years had 
groaned under the despotism of the' governments 
which had ruled France, seemed willing to make a 
third effort for her emancipation. 	It was reason- 
ably conjectured by the ministers of George III. 
that the moment was at length arrived, when, by 
a great and simultaneous ¶novement of England, 
Austria, and Spain, the idol of the French revolu- 
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tion might be broken in pieces. 	BOnaparte had 
begun his campaign on the Rhine and Danube ; 
Spain was up in arms; the best generals and the 
choicest troops of France were employed in that 
country; and the British ministers began to pre-
pare such an armament for the invasion of Holland, 
as it was conceived would have put down all op-
position, and give to the friends of the house of 
Orange, in that country, an opportunity of declar-
ing themselves. 

The land forces ordered on this service, under 
the command of the Earl of Chatham, amounted 
to thirty-seven thousand men, including two thou-
sand cavalry, sixteen companies of artillery, one 
troop of horse artillery, three hundred military 
artificers, twenty-eight officers of engineers, two 
companies of the staff corps, and a detachment of 
the waggon train. 

-The naval preparations were of a proportionable 
magnitude ; the fleet was under the command of 
Rear-admiral Sir Richard Strachan ; and the fol-
lowing list of his ships will shew to what an ex-
tent the government was willing to go, in order 
to effect the objects which they had in view. These 
were, " to sink, burn, and destroy the whole of 
the enemy's ships of war afloat in the Scheldt, or 
building at Antwerp, Terneuse, or Flushing; and, 
if possible, to render the Scheldt no longer navi-
gable for ships ,of war." 
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Names of ships of the line and frigates, with their Commanders, 
which accompanied Sir Richard Strachan to the Scheldt. 

Ships. Guns. Commanders. 

St. Dmiiingo 	 74 	• • • • Flag—Charles Gill 

Caesar 	  80 	• • • • 
1 Rear-admiral Otway 

Capt. C. Richardson 
Denmark 	 74 	• • • • James Bisset 
Victorious 	 '74 	• • • • J. Talbot 

Rear-adm. Lord Gardner Blake 	 74 	• • • • 1 
Capt. E. Codrington 

Audacious 	 74 	• • • • Donald Campbell 
Theseus 	 • 74 	• • • • 	' Wiliam Prowse 
Repulse 	 74 	• ... Hon: A. K. Legge 
Powerful 	 74 	• • • • 
Superb 	 74 	• • • • R. Jackson 
Centaur 	 74 	• • • • W. H. Webley (now Parry ) 

Venerable 	 74 	• • • • A. King, acting for Sir 
H. Popham 

Valiant 	 74 	• • • • . G. E. Hammond 
Courageux 	 74 	• • • • R. Plampin 
York 	  74 	• • • • R. Barton 
Princess of Orange • • 74 	• • • • Francis Beauman 
Monarch 	 74 	• • • • Richard Lee 
Belleisle 	 7 	• • • • George Cockburn 
Orion 	  '74 	• • • • A. C. Dickson 
Resolution 	 74 	• • • • G. Bullion 
Bellona 	 74 	• • • • J. E. Douglas 
Eagle 	  74 	• • • • Charles Rowley 
Impetueux 	 74 	• • • • J. Lawford 
Revenge 	 174 	• • • • Hon. C. Paget 
Hero 	  74 	• • • • James N. Newman 
Illustrious 	 74 	• • • • William Broughton 
Ganges 	 74 	• • • • Peter Halket 
Aboukir 	 74 y' ... • G. Parker 
Marlborough 	 74 	• • • • G. Moore 
Royal Oak 	 74 	• • • • Lord Aurelius Beattelerek 
Alfred 	 74 	• • • • J. R. Watson 
Sceptre 	 74 	• • • • John Ferrier 
Achille 	 74 	• • • • 
Namur 	 7.t 	• • • • 
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Ships. 	Guns. 	 Commanders. 
Leyden  	64 	• • • • 
Agincourt • 	64 	• • • • 
Monmouth 	64 	.... 
Iris 	50 	• • • • 
Adamant 	6 	• 	50 	• • • • 	Armee en like 
Weymouth  	54 	• • • • 
Ulysses 	• 	44 	• • • • 
Serapis 	44 	, , . , 

FrigutJs. 
Imperieuse  	44 	• • • • 	T. Garth 
Rota 	 '  	38 	• • • • 	"P. Somerville 
Perlen 	  
Lavinia  	44 	• • • • 	Lord William Stewart 
Clyde 	 '''" 	38 	• • • • 	C. Owen 
Amethyst 	, 	38 	• • • • 	Sir M:Seymour 
Fisgard  	38 	• • • • 	William Bolton 
Statira    	38 	• 	• • 	C. W. Boys 
Hotspur  	38 	• • • • 	Hon. J. Percy 
Euryalus  	-38 ' • • • • 	G. H. L. Dundas 
Salcette  	38 	• • • • 	W. Bathurst 
St. Fiorenzo 	36 	• • • • 
Thalia  	36 	• • • • 	 . 
Aigle 	36 	 Wolfe • • • • 	-- 
Nymphen  	36 	• • • • 	K. Maxwell 

• • • • 	— Dryad 	' 	• 	36 	 Galway 
Heroine  	32 	• • • • 
Bucephalus  	32 	• • • • 	 ' 
Aimable 	32 	• • • • 	Lord G. Stewart 
Pallas  	32 	• • • 
Circe  	32 	• • • • 
Camilla  	24 	• • • • . To these were attached, 

33 sloops of war, of from 14 to 18 guns-5 bomb-vessels-- 
23 gun-brigs-17 hired dutters---14 revenue ditto-5 tenders- 
82 gun-boats-150 flat-bottomed boas—all the dock-yard 
lighters, with anchors, cables, and halsers, for assisting ships 
that might get on shore—all the fast sailing smuggling-vessels 
which could be procured by hiring them—every rowing galley 
at Deal and Folkstone—transports to, convey military stores 
and provisions, making the amount of hired shipping near one 
hundred thousand tons. 	, 
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The strength of the enemy's fleet, in the'river 

Scheldt, is Collected from a set of official documents 
laid before parliament in 1810. 	By these we rea- 
dily perceive the double object of sending a force 
to attack Walcheren, admitting that the peace 
between France and Austria had been signed. 	• 

The country of Belgium, with Hollaiid,. forming 
a large portion of the maritime empire of France, 
contained in its ports a fleet of such magnitude,, 
as to render its destruction an abject at any time 
Worthy of our attention; and doubly so, when the 
situation of Spain was considered. 

A letter from Vice-admiral G. Campbell, to the 
Honourable W. W. Pole, secretary to the admi-
ralty, dated on board the Princess of 'Orange, in 
the Downs, January 18, 1809, says, that in the 
port of Flushing there were nine sail _of the line, 
two frigates, and some smaller vessels. 	At Ant- 
werp, an equal number of ships of the line, five of 
which were under jury-masts, and.Coming down to 
be docked and coppered in the basin of Flushing. 
On the 3d of March, the same officer reported the 
enemy's farce in Flushing to consist of four ships 
of eighty guns, seven of seventy-four, two triples, 
two corvettes, and a brig. 	• 

A letter from Rear-admiral Sir Richard Strachan, 
- to Lord Mulgrave, dated Venerable, in the Downs, 
5th of April, 1809, confirms all the above,. on the 
authority of 'Captain Boxer, of the, royal navy. 
This officer had been so near to Flushing, as to 
take a sketch of the position of ships which were 
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then hauling out of the basin, and assembling in 
the road before the town. 	At this time, it also 
appeared by intelligence from Captain M'Keslie, 
of the Calliope, that the building of the ships at 
Antwerp had been suspended, in consequence of 
the artificers being ordered away to the Rhine. to 
construct rafts and boats .for the passage of the 
French army. 	It is singular, that the same officer 
reported in this .dispatch the alarm which prevailed 
in the town of Flushing, at an expected attack from 
the English;- this was confirmed by the hurry and 
confusion with which the ships were ti rued out of 
the basin, and removed higher up the river, leaving 
their (lower-deck) guns at Flushing. 	There were 
at thiS time lying in Helveot Sluys, two ships. of 
the line, one frigate, and two brigs. - The Antwerp 
correspondent was certainly in error, and probably 
unworthy of any notice, when he acquainted the 
admiralty, in thiT month of May, that there were 
ten sail of the line on the stocks at that place, all 
eighty-gun ships ; the fact we know to be otherwise; 
there never were more than nine slips for building 
in the dock-yard, and the ships built there were 
not all of eighty guns. 	The same person asserts, 
that there were two seventy-four gun ships on the 
stocks at 'Flushing, when it is well known there 
was but one slip. 	Government, at that period, 
was in the habit of paying vast sums of money for 
intelligence, and was often greatly imposed upon. 

The Dutch fleet, in the Texel, was in the spring 
of 1809, in so.  deplorable a state, as to give us no 
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sort of alarm ; and every account from.  Antwerp, 
and the Low Countries, confirmed that the land 
forces were few in number, and of the worst de- 
scription. 	The flotilla, of every class, from the 
Texel to Havre, was out of repair. 	At Boulogne, 
there were six hundred sail of vessels rotten, or 
rotting, and none of them fit for service. 

The Scheldt, which for its depth of water, and 
good anchorage, is unrivalled by anyriver in Eu-
rope, is three miles and a half .wide from Cadsand 
to Flushing, and one thousand two hundred yaMs 
wide from AntWerp to the Tete de Flandres, where 
it has twenty feet water abreast of the dock-yard, 
at the lowest spring tides: 	The channel of the 
river is intricate, ..but has a sufficient depth of 
water at half flood for a small class seventy-four, 
with her lower-deck guns in : she will require a 
leading wind through all the reaches ; the best 
points would be from.  W. to S. W. 	Opposite to 
Antwerp stands the Te' te de Flandres, a strong for-
tification, planned, but never completely finished, 
by Bonaparte; its objects were at once to guard 
the dcick-yard, command the anchorage, and over-
awe or protect the city ; a combination for which 
it was perfectly calculated. 	The defences of the 
river, lower down, were thought impassable for 
ships of war; Imit experience proved, that nothing 
on its banks could resist our soldiers and seamen 
united, at least as far as the experiment was made. 
The boom at Lillo did not • exist when we first 
went over in the summer of 1809 ; and. the forts 

VOL. IV. 
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were in that dilapidated state, that they could 
have offered . no effectual opposition to a very 
small naval. force : this we have gathered from 
accurate and personal inquiry at Antwerp. 

. France, by the acquisition of Belgium and Ant-
werp, found herself placed in the midst of the 
three great seas of Europe ; a situation, which 
would one day have given her the. same prepon-
derance over the maritime powers, which her cen-
tral situation had already assured her over the 
Continent. 	AntWerp offered the same advantage 
to her marine and commerce in the North Seas, - 
which she had possessed in the Atlantic and Me-
diterranean. Napoleon felt its importance towards 
the accomplishment of his plan for the conquest 
of England, and would have made it one of the 
strongest of his maritime stations. Many hundreds 
of houses on the banks of the Scheldt were de- 
.stroyed, to make room for his quays and his dock-
yard, which, it must be confessed, were laid down 
in a style of singular magnificence. 

Antwerp, by means of the tributary streams 
which, running into the Rhine and the Waal, join 
the Scheldt, received an abundant supply of ship-
timber; this was furnished by the northern depart-
ments of , France, and the fores6 of Germany. 
Napoleon, finding the Scheldt sufficiently deep for 
ships of war of the second class, commanded his 
brother Louis, the king of Holland, in 1807, to -
cede the port of Flushing to France, by which he 
obtained the' entire command of the river; nor was 
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it without well-grounded fears, that England be-
held a new maritime power starting into exist-
ence, almost within sight of her eastern shores. 
To destroy this navy in its infancy—to rouse the 
Dutch to a sense of their own wrongs—to drive 
the French out of Belgium, and to afford some 
relief to the armies' of Austria, on the Danube, as 

• i well as to our allies in the Peninsula—to support 
the heroic efforts of the Duke of Brunswick, of 
the gallant Schill in Prussia, and of Dornherg at 
Cassel, were the objects which the British cabi-
net had in view, when it planned the expedition 
to Walcheren. 	 . 
• That the British army, after its landing, and the 

favourable reception it met with in the Low Coup- 
' tries, should have been deposited in the swamps 

of Walcheien, or the damp and mouldering store-
houses of Flushing, are facts which we may de-
plore, but for which we cannot offer any satisfac- 
tory reason. 	The reader who wishes for more 
detailed information, .,is* referred to the Parlia-
mentary Debates, for 1809-10; and to the Account 

, of the Expedition, supposed to have been written 
by a naval officer of high character, who was pre- 
sent. 	See ." A Short Narrative of the late Cam- 
paign," &c. Ridgway, Piccadilly, 1810—a book, 
which we have the authority of Sir Richard 
Strachan to say, is written with clearn6ss, perspi-
cuity, 'and a knowledge of the facts, although the 
author has thought proper to conceal his name. 

Previously to the sailing of the expedition, the 
x2 
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duties of each division were assigned to the several 
naval and military leaders. 	The 'left wing of the 
army, under the command of Major general Sir 
Eyre Coote, consisting of thirteen thousand men, 
was directed to land and occupy the island of 
Walcheren: the point of debarkation was to depend 
on the wind, and the landing was to be conducted 
by Rear-adMiral Edward'A. Otway. 	Lieutenant-
general the Marquis of Huntly was directed to 
land upon the island of Cadsand, with five thousand 
men, and cut off the, communication between 
Walcheren and the.main land. 	Captain Owen, in 
the, Clyde frigate, was directed to co-operate with 
him in this service, and to take charge of that 
division of the army. 	Unfortunately this impor- 
tant ,movement was prevented by bad weather 
until the enemy was so strongly reMforced as to 
render the attempt on our part too hazardous, if 
not entirely impracticable. 

Lieutenant-general Grosvenor, with five thousand' 
men, was to occupy Schonen, and Lieutenant-
general Sir John Hope, with the reserve of seven 
thousand five hundred men, was to land on South 
Beveland, to carry the. enemy's defence on that 
island, and act as a corps of observation. 	This 
division was under the care.and superintendance 
of Rear-admiral Sir Richard Keats. 

The Earl of Rosslyn's division, with the cavalry, 
was to remain embarked until their services.were 
required.  

The Venerable, of seventy-four guns, having on 
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board General the Earl of Chatham, and Rear-
admiral Sir Richard Strachan, accompanied by the 
divisions of Sir John Hope and the Marquis of 
Huntly, sailed from the Downs on the.morning of 
the 28th of July, and in the evening the Com-
mander-in-chief anchored off the west coast of 
Walcheren. Sir John Hope took his station about 

„ seven leagues to the westward of that island ; and 
on the 31st the Marquis of Huntly anchored off 
Cadsand. 	Sir Eyre . Coote with the left wing; 
joined head-quarters on the evening of the 29th; 
and morning of the 30th of July. Veereand Mid- 
dleburgh .capitulated on the 31st. 	General Gros- 
venor's division, which sailed from Harwich, anchor-
ed in the Roompot, on the 1st of August, on whic,h.  
day the whole island of Walcheren, except the 

• city of Flushing, and the fort of Rammekins, was 
in our possession. 

The artillery with the flotilla having advanced 
Through the Sloe passage to Rammekins, the in-
vestment of Flushing was complete by land and 
sea; except on the south side. The want of defences 
in the East Scheldt, and the • depth of water from 
five to ten fathoms, as high of Wemeldinge in South 
Beveland, were satisfactorily proved on the 30th 
of July by Captain Peake, of the royal navy, and 
Captain Squire, of the engineers, who reported the 
important, and till then unknown, fact to the Com-
inander-in-chief, thus clearing a doubt which had 
caused the greatest anxiety. Three of the enemy's 
line-of-battle ships, 	which on the 31st lay at 
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anchor off the eastern end of South Beveland, 
weighed on the, following day, and joined the rest 
of their ships above Lillo. 	The magistrates of 
Tergoes, the capital, of South Beveland, gave up 
the place to the English army; and, on the same 
day the fort of Bathz, situated on the eastern point 
of the island, commanding the united channels of 
the East and West Scheldt, the anchorage in the 
bay of Saeftingen, and the ford of Bergen-op-zoom, 
surrendered to General Disney. 	This was a post • 
of far greater importance to our success than 
Flushing itself, giving us at once the command of 
an entrance into Brabant. The British flotilla kept 
pace with the army, but it was not for many days 
after, that a squadron of frigates could by any 
means reach so high up the river. 	It was an ob- 
servation, of Lord Castlereagh, that " if the fleet 
in the _Scheldt was not in our possession in a 
fortnight from our fjrst landing, it would not he so 
at all." This was then the only favourable moment 

_ to accomplish the work, but false intelligence kept 

1 
back the army, and the navy was prevented by 

' foul winds from coming up to cover their advance. 
-- inAtie mean time the enemy had employed 

themselves in strengthening and fortifying Cad-
sand, a place however of no importance to us, after 
having taken Walcheren and South Beveland. 

By means not very difficult to ,conceive, the 
French, were informed of our intentions to attack 
Cadsand, and, had prepared accordingly. 	Our 
ministers were in the habit of receiving much of 
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their intelligence from smugglers, ,and consequent-
ly, every question put to them, as' to the strength 
of any particular point, became to the enemy, on 
the return of these people, an article of the most 
valuable communication. 

Filled with troops, the island of Cadsand was 
enabled to contribute powerfully to the defence of 
Flushing. 	On the 4th, 5th, and 6th of AuguSt, 
three thousand men passed from it Mto the island 
of Walcheren, nor was it in the power of the fleet, 
from the state of the weather, to prevent their 
crossing the Scheldt. 

Still Flushing, with all its reinforcements, had 
not the means of arresting a British ship in its 
passage up the river. 	As soon as the wind end 
tide concurred, a squadron of ten frigates, under , 
the command of Lord William Stewart, in the 
Lavinia, passed the batteries on the 11th, with the 
trifling loss of two seamen killed 	and .eleven 
wounded. This squadron anchored under the fort 
of Bathz. 	About the same time the enemy made 
a sortie from Flushing, in which, though they were 
driven back, our troops suffered-  some loss; but a 
partial -inundation rendered our batteries . in a 
degree useless. 

As the conduct of Sir. Richard Strachan, and 
the. officers employed under him, became subject 
to much animadversion through the public prints, 
which imputed a want of energy to the Com-
mander-in-chief, and the navy, we shall give an 
extract of a letter addressed by the Rear-admiral 
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to. the Honourable.Wellesley Pole, dated.  on board 
the Kangaroo, West Scheldt, August llth,,1809, 
when the fleet and army had been thirteen days 
on the. coast. 

I am this moment going up to Bathz, which has been attacked 
by a strong detachment of the enemy's flotilla, and which Sir 
Richard Keats reports to consist of two frigates, one bearing a 
vice-admiral's flag, thirty brigs, eight luggers, a schooner, and 
fourteen gun-boats. 

I. was under the necessity of detaining our flotilla, to prevent 
supplies being thrown into the garrison of Flushing, and to assist 
in cutting off its cominunication with Cadsand, which service 
was effectually done, except during the late heavy gales, which 
drove the gun-boats from their stations, and prevented our ships 
entering the Scheldt, from the circumstance of their not being 
able to weigh their anchors. 	Since the weather has moderated 
the wind has drawn round to the south-east, which is the only. 
obqacle to Lord William Stewart, with a squadron of ten heavy 
frigates, passing Flushing, as well as Rear-admiral Gardner, 
with the effective line-of-battle ships, taking up the anchorage 
in Dyesbroek bay, and eventually to proceed up the Scheldt. 

The batteries are not yet ready to open on Flushing,-there-
fore I hope to be here in time to co-operate with the army in 
the attack on that garrison. 

I am concerned to add, that the enemy has cut the dyke on 
the right of the town, and the island is likely to be inundated. 
I have ordered Rear-admiral Otway to send the Monmouth and 
Agincourt to England for water, and earnestly entreat that means 
may be adopted for supplying the army and navy from England, 
as I apprehend all the water in this island will be spoiled by the 
inundation, and there is not more on the other islands than will 
supply the inhabitants. 

This letter will sufficiently account for the delay 
of the advance of the naval part of the force up 
the Scheldt, and prove that however actively the 
army was engaged on shore, the navy was in no 
mariner deficient either in zeal or ability. 
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The shores of the East Scheldt, says our anonyJ 

mous but accurate author, having been found de-
fenceless, were taken by General Grosvenor, who, 
instead of landing on Schonen with his division, 
as had been intended, disembarked on Walcheren, . 
and proceeded .to join the army before Flushing. 
Sir Home Popham, who appears not to have been 
on god  terms with .the Commander-in-chief of 
the army, requested Sir.Richard Strachan would 
employ him in the flotilla, which he did; and Sir 
Home, with a vast number of gun-boats and small 
craft, advanced up the Scheldt as high as Lillo, 
obliging the enemy's ships to quit that part of the 
river, and retire as high as Fort St. Philippe. 	Sir 
Richard Keats was directed by the Admiral ,t6 
assume the command of the whole of the flotilla, 
and to co-operate with the Earl of Rosslyn for the 
annoyance of the enemy. 

Rear-admiral Lord Gardner, with the St. Do- 
mingo, 	Blake, Repulse, 	Victorious, 	Denmark, 
Audacious, and Venerable, was placed off Dyes- 
broek, ready to act as occasion might require. . 

Sir Richard Strachan was preparing to go up' 
the Scheldt with the advance, when he was informed 
by the Earl of Chatham that -the batteries would 
be ready on the following day, the 13th, to open 
on the town. 	Sir Richard, therefore, hoisted his 
flag on board the St. Domingo, and prepared• to 
lead his ships into action. 	Having thus far ac, 
counted for the disposition of our forces, naval 
and military, let us see what was doing in the 
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neighbourhood of Antwerp to resist or to coun-
teract our enterprise. 

The enemy the most to be dreaded by our forces 
in the Scheldt, was the disorder by the inhabitants 
called the fever of the polders. It is produced by two 
or three concurring causes; damps, bad water, and 
the putrid exhalations of the marshes in the fall of 
the year, when the vegetable matter, the growth 
of ,the summer months, begins to decay and de- 
compose. 	The waters thus polluted, have no 
means of running off; but mingling with the rain-
water, destroy the resource of , the inhabitants. 
Hence these people are subject to diseases, which 
afflict them from the hour, of their birth to their 
death: it returns every year, but is seldom fatal 
to those inured to the climate. 	The French, for 
these reasons, never sent their national troops to 
Flushing, unless for punishment ; its garrison con-
sisted in general of Prussians, Spaniards, Irish, 
and prisoners. 

Napoleon had spent much time and devoted 
much attention to the arsenals of Antwerp, and 
the commerce of the Scheldt; and probably at any 
other period, would Piave hastened with his whole 
army to the relief of Belgium; but he was at the 
time of our expedition deeply engaged on the Da-
nube, and absorbed in the hopes of destroying the 
houses of Austria and Brandenburgh. - 

Louis, the king of Holland, received at Aix la 
Chapelle, on the 1st of August, the news of the 
invasion, and instantly departed .for Amsterdam, 
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leaving orders for all his disposable forces at Liege 
and Maestricht to assemble at Antwerp, the sum of 
which amounted to nine hundred men, ‘composed 
of the wreck or refuse of twenty-five different re- • 
giments, dragoons, chasseurs, hussars, infantry, and 
dismounted cavalry. 	These, for the two first days 
of their march, were without a general ; and their 
progress, instead of having the appearance of an 
offensive operation, resembled the most disorderly 
flight. 	 .. 

,approaching Antwerp, confusion, alarm, dismay, 
and 'false reports, threw the self-elected leaders 
into a still greater perplexity. 	The roads were 
crowded at once with helpless families flying from. 
the city, and waggons loaded with maimed soldiers 
going to its relief. 	There was no preparation for 
resistance; cannon, ammunition, and soldiers, were 
all swallowed up in the armies of the Danube and 
the Peninsula : the best troops were raw recruits, 
without discipline; or disabled soldiers, placed in 
the retirement of garrisons, not likely to becoMe 
the seat of war; but nearer to the mouth of the 
Scheldt, the forces and condition of the enemy was 
very different. Cadsand,Walcheren, and Lillo, were 
supposed. to be in such a state of defence, as might 
occupy our forces until these places could be co-
vered by detachments from Germany. 

An anxious multitude occupied the quays of 

i---  
Antwerp, gazing on the horizon to the north, 
where the white sails of the British fleet increased i 
in number each moment to the eyes of the timid , 
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spectators ; .and the French fleet or ships from the 
road,of Flushing were driven up. the river to seek. 
an  asylum beyond the .reach of their pursuers. 
On the .12th of August, the King of Holland as-
sembled six thousand men near Antwerp ; these 
were composed partly of hiS own guard; the Dutch 
troops formed a corps-de-reserve; and Louis com-
manded that a large ship, loaded with stones, 
should be sunk in the channel of the river,. oppo-
site to the fort of Lillo : this was never executed. 
Distraction and discord prevailed in the French 
army, between the generals Chamberlac and D'Al-
lemagne; doubtful who ought to command, neither 
would obey; and the public service, as is usual on 
such occasions, suffered by the selfishness of indi- 
viduals. 	One sent word to the other, " I am going 
to be attacked, give me some assistance :" the re-
ply was, " Do not depend on me, I am not strong 
enough to be of any service to you." 	Flushing had 
surrendered before Marshal Bernadotte arrived to 
take the command in chief of the Belgian army, 
which he assumed on the 16th ; four field-pieces 
(four-pounders) were all they could muster ; and 
the guns which defended Antwerp were of the very 
worst description, mounted on old ship-Carriages 
The army consisted of Poles, Hanoverians, Prus-
sians, Russians, French, Dutch, and Spaniards, 
prisoners, invalids, and disaffected. 	Such were 
all that could be offered to oppose us; the genius 
of the best French generals could scarcely have 
organised this disjointed assembly, and placed it 
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in anything like military array : Antwerp and the 
arsenal must have fallen ; the magistrates were 
prepared at • the first summons -to surrender the 
keys of the city; but the fourteen days which had 
been. spent in the reduction of Flushing, had totally 
changed the relative situation of the contending 
forces. 	The forts of Lillo and Lieftenshock, which 
on the arrival of our fleet were dismantled, and, 
unprepared to fire a shot, were, by the exertions 
and superior abilities of Marshal Bernadotte, put 
into a state of defence with artillery, and a boom 
of immense length extending across the river, from 
one fort to the other, supported by a great num-
ber of gun-brigs, gun-boats, and two frigates. The 
sluibes were opened, and an inundation would have 
left our army no ground to stand on but the dykes; 
while our fleet, crowded together in a narrow an-
chorage, was exposed to the nightly attacks of 
fire-ships. 

Such were the means possessed by the King of 
Holland, to defend himself against an enemy of 
more power than any which had ever entered his 
country, since its first establishment as a nation; 
and if to this irresistible weight of military force, 
we add that the Dutch and Belgians were gene-
rally inimical to his government, we can only ex-
press our wonder, that they did not rise as one 
man, and.break the yoke of their oppressor. 	This 
indeed they probably would have done, had our 
army reached.Antwerp.before the truce had been 
signed between France and Austria. 
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In the mean time, the preparations fir the born-• 
bardment of Flushing having been completed, the 
garrison was summoned to surrender ; and on the 
refusal of the General, the firing began at one 
o'clock.on the afternoon of the 13th, and was re-
turned with spirit by the enemy. The bombs and 
gun-vessels, under the orders of Captain Cock-
burn, of the Belleisle, took their station off the , 
south-east end of the town : those under Captain • 
Owen, of the Clyde, were ,off the south-west end. 
The shot and shells from these divisions were 
thrown into the place with great precision : the 
wind did not permit the Commander-in-chief to 
bring the ships of the line into action before the 
following day. 	At ten o'clock, in the morning of 
the 14th, Sir Richard Strachan weighed, and stood 
in, followed by Lord Gardner, in the Blake, and 
the other ships in succession. 	The St. Domingo 
soon after grounded on the Dogsand, which Lord 
Gardner not kno wing, attempted to pass within 
her, when the Blake also grounded; the other 
ships were immediately directed to haul off, and 
anchor, agreeably to the preconcerted plan. Cap-
tain Owen, in the Clyde, hastened to the assistance 
of the two ships of the line, and by his exertions 
they were soon got into deep water. 	The fire of 
the squadron and flotilla was vivid during the 
whole afternoon ; at seven o'clock hostilities were 
suspended, while a flag of truce went into Flush-
ing; but at eight the fire recommenced, and con-
tinued without intermission till two o'clock in the 
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morning of . the 15th, when the French General 
(Monet) offered to surrender. 	At daylight the 
Admiral directed that flags of truce should be 
hoisted, and hostilities cease. Captain Cockburn, 
and Colonel Long, the adjutant-general, were se-
lected by the Earl of Chatham to settle the terms 
of the capitulation, which was finally concluded 
on the evening of the 15th ; the garrison was to 
march out with the honours of war. , The casual-
ties sustained on board of our ships from the fire 
of the enemy was trifling ; abod nine men were 
killed,. and forty-seven wounded ; and very little 
damage was done to the hulls and rigging. 

When our army entered Flushing, two hundred 
and forty-seven private houses, two churches, and 
the town-house, containing many important public 
and private documents, had been destroyed ; and 
about three hundred and thirty-five men, women, 
and children, had lost their lives, and an immense 
number of people had been wounded. 	About five 
thousand troops were made prisoners, and sent to 
England. 

The islands of Schonen and Duiveland capitu-
lated on the 15th to the Earl of Rosslyn and Sir 
Richard Keats ; but Schonen* and North Beve-
land were evacuated by our troops on the 30th 
and 31st of August. 	At the same time, the ad-
vanced squadron of the British fleet, which had 
taken up a position above Bathz, was compelled 
by the enemy's batteries to seek protection under 
the guns of that fort. 
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The surrender of Flushing, instead of producing 
that advantage to our allies which might have 
been expected, .seemed to be the commencement 
of all our disasters. 	It was conjectured, that the 
enemy were mustering in great force on either 
bank of the 'river ; at the same time their position 
in the streams of the East' and West Scheldt were 
strengthened by every means which their resources 
and the art of war could supply. 	That the British 
admirals, and the fleet, were in their proper placeS, 
and ready to advance under any circumstances, is 
proved by the following official docunients, which, 
in the year 1810, were laid before parliament. 
Whatever impression might have been made by 
the narrative of the Earl of Chatham, these letters, 
we conceive, place the merits .of the sea-officers in 
such a point of view, as completely to exonerate 
them from all responsibility for the failure of the 
expedition.  

In a letter to the Rear-admiral, commanding-
in-chief, dated West Scheldt, August 15th, Sir 
Richard Keats says : 

The 'enemy's flotilla, considerably increased in number, has 
retired under the protection of Lillo; and thirteen men of war, 
with their top-gallant yards crossed (but we differ as to their 
exact number of ships of the line); are anchored off and below 
Antwerp, as far down as (St.) Philippe. 	Six of our frigates are 
off Waerden, waiting for an opportunity to come up. 

From this representation it will be evident, that although it 
may not be probable the enemy will advance, and attack our 
present situation, still that be has abundantly the means so to 
do, until a stronger force arrives. 

In the passage of the East Scheldt, between Bergen-op-zoom 
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and Tholen, the enemy has collected forty-four vessels, which I 
am doubtful if we can with propriety attack ; but the situation 
is now reconnoitring,-and if it shall appear that they are not too 
strongly posted, it shall be done as soon as the frigates arrive, 
As the navigation of the river is now opened sufficiently high 
to admit of the co-operation of the army, and, it does not 
appear to me that any thing material can be effected by the 
navy (with a view to the accomplishment of the ulterior ob-
ject), without such a co-operation, I have ordered most of the 
fiat boats from the East Scheldt to Bathz ; and presume those 
at Campveer will be also required, if it be determined to remove 
the troops from South Beveland. 	The sloops mid gun-brigs are 
mostly short of provisions and water; farther supplies are much 
wanted. 	 • 	 , 

Sir' Richard Strachan, in a letter to Mr. Welles-
ley Pole, dated the 22d August, from the same 
anchorage, says: 

As the enemy have moored most of their ships rather above 
Antwerp, except three sail of the line and three frigates, I have 
stopped the division of Lord Gariluer at Waerden, and intend 

- only to have the St. Domingo, Venerable, and Courageux, at 
this anchorage. 	The enemy are constructing a battery between 
Lillo and Fort Frederick Hendrick. 	We had some firing yes.- 
terday, to prevent their mounting their guns; but they work in 
the night, and will effect their purpose :,a strong boom extends 
from Lillo to Lieftenshoeck. 	The enemy appear in considerable 
force on both sides of the river; it is said, fifteen thousand men 
are collected in the neighbourhood of Sandvleit ; the beach near 
that place appears favourable for landing the troops. 	I have 
directed Sir Richard Keats to undertake the arrangement. 	To 
Captain Cockburn I have given the command of the flotilla, and 
to Sir Home Popham that of the fire-vessel department. 	It is 
the opinion of Sir Richard Keats and myself, and I believe of 
every sea-officer, that, without the co-operation of the army, we 
cannot effect the ultimate object of the expedition. 

• . 
On the 17th, Sir Richard Keats addressed the 

following letter to the Earl of Rosslyn : 
VOL. IV.• 
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Camilla, off Sandvleit,17th August, 1809. 
MY LORD, 

By a letter which I' received yesterday from Sii. Richard 
Strachan, and by a second which I have just received, I find 
myself vested with full authority, and it should seem Sir Richard 
Strachan considers your Lordship who commands the troops in 
South Beveland, has similar authority, to concert and act with-
out delay, in any plan that may appear to us best calculated to 
promote the ultimate object of the expedition, namely, " the 
destruction of the enemy's ships of war near Antwerp." If your 
Lordship's instructions are of a corresponding nature, I shall 
have the honou; of waiting on you immediately; and am ready 
to apply the naval means under my ordeis in co-operation with 
the troops under your Lordship',s command, in prosecution of 
any plan we may approve. 	 r 

I have-the honour to be, &c. 
R. G. KEATS. 

To Lieutenant general the Earl of Rosslyn. 

To this unqualified offer, on the part of the Ad-
miral, the following answer was returned on the 
same day, dated from Ter Goes : 

SIR, 
I have this moment had the honour to receive your letter, 

and in answer to it, can only say, that I have received no in-
structions whatever on the subject of any ulterior operations. 

I have some reason to expect the Commander of the forces 
to remove his head-quarters to this place in the course of to-
morrow, or next day ; and I will not fail to give you the earliest 
notice of his Lordship's arrival, or of any information that may 
occur on that subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
• ROSSLYN. 

To Rear-admiral Sir R. G. Keats. 

We have good authority for saying, that the 
boom of Lillo would have been attempted by "the 
ships of war, had the army advanced by land to 
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the rear of that fort ; but the offer was declined, 
and frOm that moment retreat was decided on. 

Diseases incidental to the climate broke out 
among the troops on the 20th of August. By this 
time the enemy had, or were supposed to have, 
collected, on the banks of the Scheldt, between 
thirty and forty thousand men. 	On the .15th of 
August, the day on which Flushing capitulated, 
Rear-admiral Sir Richard Keats, having his flag 
on board the Camilla, of twenty guns, had ad-
vanced with eighteen sloops of war, and four divi-
sions of gun-brigs, as high as the shoals of Saef-
tingen, cutting off.the communication between the- 
East and West Scheldt; but all was now unavaill 
ing. 	The labour of buoying off the shoals of the 
river, as high as- Bathz, had been nearly com-
pleted, but there was not more than one pilot who 
could be depended on to conduct a ship up the 
Scheldt from Lillo, although the water was suffi-
ciently deep at half flood to float a ship of the 
line: the narrow -and intricate channels afforded 
no space for working; and had one ship grounded, 
she would have , prevented the approach of the 
others. 	Such were the difficulties against which 
the Admiral had to contend with his heavy ships: 
Yet notwithstanding these, he was ready to pro-
ceed ; but in order to give him time to conduct his 
ships through the dangers of shoal water, it was 
absolutely necessary that the banks of the river 
should be cleared of the enemy. 	On 	27th of 

r
the 

August, it *as decided by the Earl of Chatham, 
Y 2 
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and a council . of seven lieutenant-generals; that 
nothing more. could be done. 	This resolution, 
whatever may have been the causes which led to 
it, was founded in wisdom. 	There were no more 
than ten days' provisions for seventy thousand men: 
the fever was making the most frightful ravages. 
On the 3d of September, the mortality among our 
soldiers was from two to three hundred in a week, 
and the number of sick amounted to eight thousand ' 
one -hundred and ninety-four; of these, about one 
thousand four hundred were sent home, and died 
in the hospitals : many of these gallant men had 
served in the Peninsula with the'lamented Sir John 
Moore. 	On the 14th of September, the Earl of 
Chatham landed at Deal, and proceeding to Lon-
don, gave in to his Majesty an account of the ex- 
pedition. 	Sir Richard Strachan continued in. the 
Scheldt, affording every assistance to the army and 
navy : never was service more arduous—never was 
the presence of an admiral more indispensable. A 
ship of seventy-four guns, found on the stocks at 
Flushing, was taken to pieces, and sent over to 
England ; a frigate and a brig of war were also 
launched, and brought away. 	The slips had not 
been calculated for the construction of more at 
one time. 

Notwithstanding the ravages of the fever among 
our troops, it had been determined by the British 
government to keep possession of the island of 
Walcheren, and to repair the walls and defences 
of Flushing. 	A transport was sent over with 
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seventy thousand bricks, one half of which were 
throWn into the river, the rest were never used—the 
plan was changed : an order came to blowup the 
basin, and destroy every thing belonging to' the 
French government. 	It was not till the,11th of 
December that this was completed, under the di-
rection of Rear-admiral Edward Albany Otway, 
who thus details the particulars, in a letter to the 
Commander-in-chief. 

The transports necessary for the embarkation of the army 
baying arrived on the 25th of November, on the following day 
the measures which I had previously concerted with deneral 
Don, for the destruction of the arsenal and sea-defences of 
Flushing, agreeably to instructions from the Earl of Liverpool, 
dated the 13th, and received the 17th, were begun. 

Six hundred seamen and artificers, under the orders of Cap-
tain Moore, of 11. M. ship the Marlborough, assisted by Cap-
tains Tomlinson and Henderson, of the royal navy, soon per- 
formed the part allotted to them. 	The mines, prepared by 
Lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, of the royal engineers, were ex-
ploded on the 10th of December (the day after the army had 
embarked), and every injury done to the public works, as far as 
could be effected without destroying the town. 

" Flushing," says the Rear-admiral, " is ren-
dered useless as a naval arsenal." 

While the Rear-admiral was employed in this 
manner, the enemy endeavoured to enter the island 
of Walcheren, on the side of Woolvertsdyke ; but 
they were kept out by Captain Owen, of the Clyde, 
and Captain Carteret, of the Naiad, whose ships 
lay in the Veere Gat. 	On the 8th 'of December, 
these officers, with their division of gun-boats, 
destroyed the batteries erected by "the French. 
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This was nearly the last act of hostility between 
us and. the enemy in that fatal expedition: 	Com- 
modore Owen remained in the Veere Gat till the 
27th,. when, having seen every thing clear on the 
East Scheldt, as Sir Richard Strachan had done 
on the West, the Rear-admiral and his gallant col-
leagues anchored in the Downs on the 28th of 
December; having, as we humbly presume, done 

'their duty tb the very letter and spirit of their 
instructions. 

The land fortifications of Flushing, the fort of 
Rammekins, and the harbour of Veere, were left 
uninjured ; and, in some respects, improved by 
our labour. 

Monet, the Fiench general, who surrendered after 
a bombardment of thirty-six hours, and without 
cutting his dykes in time, was declared guilty of 
cowardice and treason. 	It is pretty evident he 
might have held out for many days longer ; the 
quantity of ordnance, ammunition, and provisions 
in the place, would have served for a long siege. 

The original intention of our government was 
to invest Flushing 	with the forces under 	Sir 
Eyre Coote, and land them agreeably to an 
excellent plan, prepared by Sir Home Popham, 
the only naval officer (except Captain Plampin) 
who professed to have any practical knowledge of 
the Scheldt. -They were to have landed in Zout-
land bay in the Duerloo passage, of which the 
enemy were apprized. The knowledge of this fact, 
and the state of the weather, caused the British 
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fleet to anchor in the Room pot, and effect the • 
landing near the Haek battery on the Breesand. 
The same reasons prevented the landing on Cad-
sand, but this was rendered unnecessary by our  
success in the Eastern Scheldt: The want•of pilots 
Was so great that several ships got aground and 
lay so for many days. 	Yet with all those diffi-
culties, a sufficient force was advanced up both 
•Scheldts, to co-operate with the troops in South.  
Beveland, and had the Commander-in-chief of the 
army deemed it prudent,' might have covered a 
landing at Sandfleet, as had been originally in-
tended; the whole force in this case, not otherwise 
employed, would have proceeded at all risks into 
the West Scheldt, but as Sir Riehard Strachan was , 
aware of the General's intentions, he did not think 
proper to send more ships into the river than 
were absolutely necessary. 	It certainly was a 
matter of debate in the cabinet, whether the expe-
dition should be sent to Spain or to Holland, and 
decided in favour of the latter, even after the news 
had arrived of the armistice between France and 
Austria. 	Lord Castlereagh went down to Deal to 
hasten the embarkation. 

During the time of the expedition, the persons 
who were employed to convey intelligence to the 
Commanders-in-chief, furnished the most ,exag-
gerated accounts of the preparations of the enemy; 
but no sooner did our army retire from Beveland, 
and prepare to return home, than the same per-
sons gave information that the enemy was not 
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advancing;  and that there were no preparations, 
and very few- troops, in Antwerp. 	While our 
government was in doubt whether to,  keep Wal-
cheren, or to leave it, the most alarming accounts 
were brought of the adVance of the enemy •into 
South Beveland, to attack Flushing. 

The battles of Aspern and Esling were fought 
on the 21st and 22d of May. In these, though the 
"Austrians had certainly done better than on' former 
occasions, still they were not decidedly victorious. 
Bonaparte 'a second time entered Vienna itv tri- 
umph. 	The battle of Wagram was fought on the 
6th of July, sand on the 12th the truce was signed 
between France and Austria: 

The policy of evacuating the island of Walcheren 
after the immense expense of its acquisition, has 
been questioned by men of high military character. 
The Polder fever had subsided ; the troops were 
becoming what the French call c acclimatee.' The 
barracks on the sand hills would have contained 
them in the sickly season, and have preserved 
them in health. 

Our ships of war lying in the bay of Saeftingen, . 
or the road of Flushing, out of reach of the enemy's 
batteries, would have blockaded the fleet at Ant-
werp, with far less danger and expense, and far 
more effectually than by cruising in winter time 
on the Flemish banks. The only danger to guard 
against would 	have 	been 	that of fire-vessels 
coming down the river ; but here would have been 
a post of honour, and the road to preferment for 
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young officers, in dock-yard lumps moored with 
chains, connecting one with the other in mid- 
channel. 	The commerce of the Scheldt, of great 
importance to the Low. Countries, would have 
been 	annihilated ; 	and 	if the . war had been 
transferred from Spain, or from Basque Roads, to 
the Scheldt, the advantage would undoubtedly 
have /been on our side, as nearer to the seat of 
our own government, and the fountain-head of 
our resources. 

If, then, the destruction or°  blockade of the 
Belgic fleet, and the prevention of an invasion of 
England from the Low Countries, were the objects 
for which. the expedition sailed, after the truce on 
the Danube, why were those objects abandoned 
at the very time when they had been attained by 
the valour and perseverance of our troops? 	Here 
only we should rest ot►r objections to the policy 
of our proceedings. 	Sir Richard Strachan, Sir 
George Cockburn, and other excellent officers, 
were convinced of the practicability of keeping 
Walcheren ; and to have remained there till the 
ensuing summer, would have been a great point 
gained; but every other consideration was sacri-
ficed for the safety of Spain. 

As the result of .this expedition caused much 
discontent, and became in the following year the ' 
subject of parliamentary investigation, it would be 
useless to make any further observations at present: 
we shall therefore conclude the melancholy subject 
with the subjoined statement of the losses of, the 
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army ; for it is remarkable that the navy was per-
fectly healthy diving the whole of the time the 
ships 'lay in the Scheldt, as were the marines and 
seamen of the .fleet , in garrison at Ter Veere, , a 
sufficient proof that the greater part of the disease 
was to be attributed to the water used by the troops. 

. 	Lifters. 	Privates. 
Officers embarked • • • • 	1738 	Killed  	7 	• • • • 	99 • Privates 	 37,481 	Died of fever 40 	• • • • 2041.  

Died 	home 20 	• 1859 at 	• • • 
Total 	 39,219 	Deserted • .. — 	.. • • 	84 

. 

	

. — 	• • • • ' 	 Discharged 	 25 

67 	4108 
Early in 1810, there were sick in 

England, from this Expedition 	 217 	... 11,296 

284 	15;404 
Officers 	284 

brand Total 	.15,688 

The affairs of the Peninsula wore a most unpro-
mising aspect at the commencement of this year. 
Yet notwithstanding the disasters of Spain and 
her allies, the prophetic words of Mr. Badaxi, the 
Spanish minister from the Central Junta to - the 
Court of Vienna, were completely fulfilled. 	He 
observed to the captain of a British frigate. in 
January, that " Bonaparte would find in Spain the 
tomb of his ambition." 	Few who witnessed the 
events of that period would have been of the same 
opinion. Sir John Moore himself, one of our most 
able and distinguished generals, was so deeply 
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impressed with feelings entirely oppiAite,ithat he 
began his retreat fromSalamancdtowards the sea-
coast on the 8th of December, 1808. , The hard-
ships endured by the British troops on that occa-
sion equalled those sustained by the army *under 
General Dundas in its famous retreat through Hol- 
land in the winter of 1794-5. 	None but British 
soldiers could have gone through so much ; their 
discipline, it is true, was shaken for a time, but 
instantly resumed its severity when the enemy' 
appeared. 	. 

It has been regretted, that the fleet had not been 
detained at Vigo and Ferrol to receive the troops. 
The reason given for preferring Corunna was, that 
in the two former harbours the ships could not 
have got to sea so easily with westerly winds as 
from the latter; besides which, the march would 
have been much longer. 

It has been already regretted, that our forces, 
either naval or military, were sent to the north 
of Spain or Portugal: that, however, was not 
the measure of the Board of Admiralty, hut the 
decision of Lord Castlereagh, and the Spanish 
agents sent to this country. 	The greatest enthu-
siasm certainly prevailed in the south in favour of 
England, and against the power of Napoleon; but 
as our armies were in the north, our fleets were of 
course obliged to follow them. 

Lord' Mulgrave, whose vigilance foresaw and 
provided for every contingency, had taken care 
that a sufficient number of ships of war and trans- 
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ports should be ready to receive the troops and 
cover their retreat in case of any reverse of fortune. 
.'1 Rear-admiral'the Honourable Michael De Codrcy, 

whose flag was in the Tonnant, of eighty guns, had 
with him a strong squadron in the bay of„Corunna. 

The names of the ships Were— 

Ships. Ships. 	 Guns. 	Commanders. 
The Vile de Paris 	• 	110 
Victory .. 	 ...  	100 
Barfleur.  . 	98 	Sir Edward Berry 
Tonnant 	80 	Flag 
Implaciible  	74 	T. B. Martin 
Elizabeth 	74 	Hon. H.-Curzon 
Norge  	74 	J. S. Rainier 	- 
Resolution 	'74 	G. Burlton 

' 	 Audacious 	 74 	T. M. Gosselin 
Plantagenet  	74 
Endytnion, frigate  	40 • 
Mediator, troop ship  	44 

The- transports arrived from Vigo on the 9th, 
under the orders of Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood, 
and in charge of Commissioner Bowen, as agent, 
who had left at Vigo a sufficient number of vessels 
to receive three thousand five hundred troops, 
which, having separated from Sir John Moore's 
array, had taken the route to that place, under 
Generals Cranford and Alten. 

Sir John Moore, while he retreated before 
the superior forces of Marshal Sault, shewed the . 
best dispositions for battle, and concentrated his 
forces round Corunna, the enemy pressing upon 
him, but constantly refusing battle until he reached 
the sea-coast, and the heights above, Corunna. 
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On the night of the 16th January, the enemy had 
received considerable reinforcerantS, and at one , 	t ts • ri, in the ziorning, attacked the British right' under 
Lord William Bentinck, but were repulsed by the 
gallant 42d regiment. 	-The action soon became 
general and obstinate. 	The French were beaten, 
although their forces far outnumbered ours. 	Sir 
Johri'Moore was mortally wounded, and Sir David 
Baird, the second in command, 'lost his arm. 
Major-general Paget threatened the enemy's left ; 
while 	Major-generals 	Manningham and• Leith • 
nobly resisted the united powers of the enemy. 
Soult, with his best troops, made a last effort on 
op,L.  yt,'but was defeated. 	At five o'clock in the — , 
mariting the enemy retreated ; at six the firing had 
ceased, and our army occupied a more forward 
position than it had held before the attack. Major-
general Hope, on whom the command had de-
volved, still persevered in carrying the intentions 
of Sir John Moore into execution. 	The embarka- 
tion of the sick and wounded, the artillery and 
stores, and finally of the whole army, was con-
ducted with perfect regularity. The efforts of the 
navy here, .were equal to those at Toulon in 1793, 
-with the additional embarrassment of bad weather, 
which rendered the communication by boats both 
tedious and difficult: at the same time the cannon 
of the enemy, planted on the heights, kept up a 
constant fire on the transports. 	Some of the 
masters of these vessels were so forgetful of their 
duty, as to cut their cables and run to sea. Some 
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of the vessels got on shore and were lost, two 
were burnt, ane five bilged. , The whole of the 
troopi were finally put on board, under cover of 
the ships of war, from a sandy beach near the light- 
house. 	The Commander-in-chief of the troops 
spoke in most grateful terms of the assistance 
alTorded to him by the Rear-admiral and Captains 
the Hon. H. Curzon, T. M. Gosselin, C. W. Boys, 
J. S. Rainier; T. Serrell ; Hawkins, G. DigMr, 
J. S. Carden, 	M'Kenzie, and Shepperd, 	and 

Major- Commissioner 	Bowen: 	The corps .of.  , 61”044 • 
general Beresford embarked An the morning of the 
1pth, completing the retreat of the British army 
which had quitted Salamanca under the command 
of Sir John Moore. 

The number of troops amounted to nearly twenty 
thousand, besides a loss of from six to eight thou-
sand iii the course of the dreadful march through 
the worst roads, and under the severest privations. 

'''' The retreat from %.1a.matieep' 	to Corunna was 
without doubt the most disastrous event which 
happened to our arms during the war; but the 
firmness, valour, and fortitude of out soldiers and 
seamen were displayed in a remarkable manner, 
and taught the enemy what they had to ekpett; 
should they ever meet us on more equal terms. 
The hospitals at home were crowded with our sick 
and wounded .; hundreds died on their passage ; 
and the .feelings of. the people of England were 
excited in .a .very extraordinary degree to afford 
relief and consolation to the survivors. 
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From that period, Spain, or at least the great 

majority of her people, has betn favourable to 
Great Britain: the weak and miserable Ferdinand, 
a bigot, and a tyrant, wa' restored to his kingdom, 
and proved himself unworthy of the protection 
afforded him.. 	 . 

In the month of January, Lord Cochrane entered 
the port of Caldaquirs, whence he brought out two 
small armed vessels, and eleven sail of victuallers, 
which had been destined for the relief of • the 
French army and garrison of Barcelona. The trade, 
and even the marine of France, was now doubly 
exposed, the ports of Spain no longer affording 
them shelter either in the bay of Biscay or the 
Mediterranean. The ships and vessels of the enemy 
were taken or destroyed with multiplied celerity, 
and their army depending on the coast for supplies, 
was reduced to the greatest distress. 	Thus were' 
the wrongs of Spain in some degree avenged, and 
the French made to suffer that misery which they 
had so cruelly inflicted on their neighbours : the 
rage of the Spaniards knew no bounds, and nothing 
could save a Frenchman from death or torture, 
but the interference of a British officer. 

On the 23d of March the FrenCh garrison of 
Vigo capitulated to Captain George M'Kinlay, 
and a regular Spanish force of one thousand five 
hundred men, under that active and daring leader, , 
Pablo Murillo. A French colonel, forty-five officers, 
and about one thousand three hundred .men were 
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made prisoners; .and sent :away. to France ' on' 
their parole) 	'oet 	 ! 

Captain Robert Mends, of the.Arethusa, On the 
20th of the same month, landed his first lieutenant,- 
Mr. Hugh Pearson, with a 'party of seamen and 
marines, - who 	destroyed 	twenty . heaVy 	guns 
mounted on the batteries at Lequito, and defended 
by a detachment of French soldiers. 	A sergeant 
and twenty men.were taken prisoners; many others 
made their escape. The same party on thelollow,.' 
ing day went up theriirer Andara, where they 
took two .chasse-marees laden - with wine and 
brandy for the French army : destroying the.tcar-) 
goes, they gave the vessels back to the Spaniards,' 
from whom they had been taken by the French.i 

Sir Arthur' Wellesley was in the mean time 
actively employed in Portugal. 	On the '12th of 
May lie fought Marshal Soult' on the banks of the , 
Douro, defeated him, crossed the river, and.en. 
tered Oporto.  

In the month 'of June, Captain M‘Kinlay had 
the honour to assist at another defeat of the French. 
While lying at Vigo on the Gth, he learnt that the 
enemy had assembled in such force as . to compel 
the Conde de Noronha to retire from Pentevedra.,  
Doh Juan Caransas, the Spanish commodore at' I 
Vigo, in making this communication to Capiairi) 
IVI`KinlaST, stated, that boats shorild be in readiness ' 
at San Peyo to transport the Spanish army across'.  
the 	river, the bridge having been 	destroyed. - 
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Captain Wynter, -of .his Majesty's sloop the Cad-
mus, instantly sailed up the river with the Por- 
tuguese schooner• Curiosa, 	the Tigre; Spanish 
schooner of war, and as many. gun-boats. and 
vessels as could be collected. 	 . 

Anxious to ascertain the cause of this retrograde 
movement, Captain. M'Kinlay went in his barge 
up the' river San. Peyo, where he found Brigadier-
general Carrera, strongly posted on the south side 
of .the bridge. 	The Conde de• Noronha, was at 
RedondelL The enemy's forces amounted to eight 
thousand infantry, two thousand five hundred 
cavalry, with several field-pieces. 	Noronha - and 
Carrera here formed a. junction,•with ten thousand 
troops (only seven-thousand, of whom were armed); 
one hundred • and twenty, horse, and nine field- 
pieces. 	The French army, under Marshal Ney, 
approached on the north side of the river, and be-
gan the attack, as the river at that place is only 
pistol-shot 	across. 	The 	Spaniards 	kept their 
ground • with wonderful firmness :- three Spanish 
gun-boats were brought up, one of them conducted 
by, Lieutenant Jefferson, first of the Cadmus, with 
a party of men from his own. ship. 	Having la- 
boured all night to strengthen their position;  the 
French at daylight renewed their attack, but were 
repulsed in every direction by the fire of the 
Spaniaids ; , and • the• gun=boats 	under 	Captain 
Wynter approaching: their works, drove the enemy 

4 out, and destroyed their batteries. Every attempt 
Which they made.to 'Cross the river was manfully 
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repelled by, the Spaniards, who at this time were 
in better heart for fighting than we can, remember 
them to have been. at any other period. 	Pablo 
Murillo, and the few English seamen and marines 
frOm the Lively and Cadmus, drove back .and der  
feated Marshal Ney at • the bridge of San, Peyo, 
and forced him to retire, leaving the fierd of battle 
covered with his dead; and many wounded and 
prisoners fell into the hands of the allies, 	I 

Ney fell back on Corunna; and, on the 13th of 
June, prepared to evacuate that place and Ferrol, 
spiking the guns, and destroying the defences on 
the land side, blowing up the magazines, and dis4 
arming the inhabitants. 	Captain. Henry Hotham, 
in the Defiance, gave every assistance to• the 0 -un-
fortunate victims of French barbarity; he landed 
Captain Wm. parker, of the Amazon, with a large 
party of seamen and marines, who entered the 
citadel of Ferrol, and took possession of it in the 
name of the degenerate Ferdinand NH. 	The 
friendship and union of the English and 'Spanish 
nations were expressed by every mutual act of 
kindness which could be imagined; and Captain 
Hotham entered and took possession of the town 
of Corunna amidst the acclamations of the Spa-
niards. 

Captain James Brisbane, in the Belle Poule, on 
the 16th February, chased a frigate in the Adriatic 
steering for the gulf of Valona, and after pursuing 
her foi, the night, found her at daylight at anchor, 
moored to the walls of the fortress of that name, 
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and under the protection of very heavy batteries. 
Captain Brisbane brought his ship to an anchor 
in a position at once to take or destroy the 
enemy, and to keep in check the batteiles under, 
which she had sought. shelter; those, however, 
offered no opposition to the British frigate, whose 
fire beinedirected at the enemy's ship, the con-
test was soon terminated : she surrendered after. 
a few broadsides, and was brought out with very 
little loss. 	She was called Le Var, pierced for . 
thirty-two guns, nine pounders, but had only 
twenty-six mounted, and a complement of two 
hundred men. 

In the month of June, the Honourable Captain . 
F. P. Irby, in the Amelia; of thirty-eight guns, 
with the Statira, C. W. Boys, of thirty-eight guns, 
appeared off the town of Saint Andero, where the 
patriots, having risen against the French garrison, 
had got possession of the forts. The French vessels . 
in the harbour slipped their cables ana ran to 'sea; 
they were all immediately taken by the British fri- 
gates. 	One of the prizes was called La Mouche, a 
fast sailing privateer of sixteen guns, and one hun-
dred and eighty men; 'there were two other smaller 

.privateers, and two small vessels with cargoes. 
On the 23d of April, Captain Jableel Brenton, 

in the Spartan, of thirty-eight guns, having under 
his orders the Amphion, of thirty-two guns, com-
manded by Captain William Hoste, and the Mer-
egry, ' of twenty-eight guns, by the Honourable 
Henry Duncan, attacked the town and.harbour of 

z2. 
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Pesaro,•  in the Adriatic, where a number of vessels 
lying in thdmole attracted the notice of the British 
cruisers. 	The boats of the frigates proceeded in 
two divisions ; the first under the command of 
Lieutenant C. Phillot, of the Amphion ; the second 
under Lieutenant Banmgardt, of the Spartan; and 
the whole commanded 'by, and under the direction 
of, Lieutenant G. Willes, first of the 'Spartan. 

Before thd boats approached, Captain Brenton. 
sent a flag of truce' on shore to the Governor, de-
manding • the surrender. of all the vessels, and 
adding, that should any resistance be made, his 
Excellency must be answerable for the conse- 
quences. 	Half an hour was allowed to deliberate, 
at the expiratiOn of. which no answer being re, 
turned, and the troops being observed to assemble 
in the streets and on the quays in considerable 
numbers,' while the inhabitants were employed in 
dismantling the vessels, the, flag of truce, which 
had 'been flying on board the Spartan, was hauled 
down, and a firing commenced from the ships and 
boats. 	After this had continued a short time, 
flags of truce were displayed in several parts of 
the town. 	The signal was instantly made to dis7  
continue the action. LieutenantWilles landed, and. - 
was infornied that the Governor, with all the troops, 
bad made his 'escape. 	The place being thus sur- 
rendered, the boats of the squadron were employed 
in bringing gut the vbssels, while thjnarines under 
the command -of Lieutenant Moore landed, and 
enfiladed the streets to protect the seamen in their 
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operations: 	By half-past .six in the 	evening, 
thitteen vessels, deeply laden, were brought out.; 
some had been scuttled and sunk by the inhabit- 
ants, and others lay aground. 	Captain Brenton 
contented himself with blowing up the castle, and 
'withdrawing with the ships and prizes to Trieste. 
In the whole of this. enterprise; it is pleasing to 
refleCt, that only one life was lost. 	The cargoes 
of the vessels consisted of olive oil, hides, almonds, 
hemp, plank, and bees' wax. 

On the 2d of May, the Spartan and Mercury 
chased two vessels into the port of Cesenatico : a 
long,fiat lies before the place, over which the fri-
gates carried for a considerable distance no more 
than three and a half fathonis of water.. 

The place was.  defended by a castle, and a bat= 
tery of two twenty-four pounders. By keeping the 
boats a-head, and sounding, the frigated were en,-
abled to come within grape-shot distance of the 
battery, which was very soon silenced, when the 
boats under the command of Lieutenant Willes 
landed, and took possession of it, turning the guns 
upon the castle and town, which the enemy then 
deserted. 

Twelve more vesselS here rewarded the captors; 
some laden with corn for Venice, and others being 
in ballast, were filled with hemp and iron out of 
the. magazine, and brought away. 	They burnt a 
large vessel laden with iron; which being aground, 
they could not remove ; blew up the magazine, 
destroyed the battery, and spiked the guns ; after 
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which the party returned to their ships, without a 
man being hurt. 	Captain Duncan .so placed his 
ship, that although she lay aground, her fire was 
fully effective, and she was hove off without the 
least damage. 	Unfortunately the  valour of the 
captors was not rewarded with the return of wealth 
which they had a fair right to expect: the prizes 
having all been sent to Trieste were found in that 
harbour. by the French, when they suddenly ap-
peared and surprised the Austrians in the course 
of a few weeks after. 	• 

Captain',Brenton having been under the necessity 
of detaching Captain,  Duncan, in the Mercury, to 
the coast of Venice, proceeded in the Spartan to 
the gulf ofFiume, where he received information 
from Colonel Peharnic, commanding a corps of 
Croatians, . that the French were fortifying the 
island of tusin Picolo. Captain Brenton proposed 
an immediate attack on the place, provided the 
Croatians would co-operate ; this being agreed 
to, part of the Croatian troops were 'received on 
board the Spartan, and the remainder placed in 
two trabacolis (small vessels of the country). The 
forts were attacked, and the enemy fled ; the 
troops landed on the peninsula; the Spartan ran 
up the harbour; and anchored with springs on her 
cable abreast of the town, and within half a mile 
of the castle, at the base of which was a battery 
of eleven guns. 	By this battery one of the tra- 
bacolis was sunk going in; the people were saved. 
Some of the marines and seamen of the Spartan 
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werejanded. tot assist the Croatians, while the fri-
gate opened a fire on the castle, which she conti- 
nued during a great part .of the night. 	At six 
in the morning, the French commandant, after 
vainly using every artifice by flags of truce to gain 
time .and remount his guns, was compelled to sur- 
render at discretion. 	Many vessels were found in 
the harbour ;'but being claimed by the subjects of 
the Emperor of Austria, under whosecdominion the 
island now returned, they perenot made prizes. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley,. having the command of 
the British army in the Peninsula, and: his. plans 
being crowned with singular success, the govern-
ment determined to send out his brother, the Mar-
quis Wellesley, as ambassador to the Supreme 
Junta of Seville. 	His Lordship embarked at 
Portsmouth, on board the Donegal, of eighty 
guns, Captain E..P. Brenton (acting for Captain. 
Malcolm), and sailed on the 24th of July. 	The 
ship arrived at Cadiz on the 1st of August; and as 
she let go her anchor, at nine o'clock in the morn- 

• ing, the batteries round .the harbour from Santa 
Calatina to the light-house, together with the 
guns and musketry of the shipping in the harbour, 
were celebrating, by.continued discharges, the vic-
tory then recently obtained by the British army 
under Sir Arthur Wellesley, on the plains of Ta- . 
lavera. 	The coincidence was singular ; the news 
o f the event having just reached the city, as the 
arrival of the British Ambassador was'announced. 

A British squadron of four sail of the line was 
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lying,in.the harbour ,at. the. time;  under ,the .c9ral, 
wand. of Rear4dmiral: Purvis, who had , been, so 
deeply engaged in -the blockade of the port, and 
in preventing the escape of Rossilly's squadron, 	_ 

1  The arrangements for landing the Ambassador 
were instantly completed. 	The public mind in 
Cadiz had attained a degree of.excitement not easy 
to ,describe : *the quays, the walls, the windows, 
and the decks of the ships and boats, were crowded 
to excess ; the people ,hung in clusters from the 

, masts, yards, and rigging of the vessels; note a 
boat in the harbour but what was afloat, crowded 
with well dressed people of both sexes; and " Viva 
Ingles ! 	Viva el Rey de Inglaterra!" resounded 
from thousands .of voices at the same time, min-
gled with 'the noise of cannon, and the most incest 
sant cheering. His Excellency landed in the barge 
of the Donegal ; having, by order of the Rear.ad-
miral, the royal standard of England displayed in 
the bow. 	When the boat reached the quay, his 
Lordship was lifted,  out of her by the friendly and 
enthusiastic Spaniards, who would not allow his 
feet to touch the ground. Carriages were in wait,4 
ing for him, and his suite ; but the moment he was: 
seated, the horses were taken off, and .the ,people 
dragged him with maddening acclamations over 
the flags of France, which were spread on the pave-
ment from the water side to the gates of the town. 
Reaching the magnificent hotel prepared for him,1 
the Marquis ascended to the balcony, whence hei 
addressed the multitude, assuring them, as well he 
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might, that it was the piondest and happiest da3i,  
of his-life: 	Looking froth the balcony,- the street; 
from the.density of the assembled people, had the 
appearance -of being'paved with faces-; every hat 
was off, and every eye directed to the tepresenta= 
tive of the greatest and most generous of monarchs; 
who had come , to restore peace and friendship; 
between two nations long-  divided by the' Most 
-relentless cruelty, the most barbarottp policy. 	In 
the evening, the Ambassador attended the theatre, 
where a distinguished and: Conspicuous seat was 
provided for • him. 	On his entrance, the band 
struck up our favourite national airs of " GOd-
iave the King," then " Rule Britannia;" the fort 
mer was sung, having been translated into Spa. 
nish by the vocal performers ; while -the ladies, 
who were crowded in the front seats, waved their 
white handkerchiefs in token of approbation. , 

The orders given to the Captain of the Donegal, 
were to land the Marquis- Wellesley at Cadiz, 'and' 
to return with 'the Right Honourable J. H..Frerd 
-to England. 	These orders would not deserve no-, 
tire, but for the recall of Mr. Frere, whose cor-
respondence on the retreat of Sir John Moore 
had caused -much surprise in England. 	Mr. Frere 
.did not think 'proper to return in the Donegal;, 
and the services of that ship were commanded. 
for - the purpose otconveying Lord Wellesley back 
to England; disgusted most probably with the 
base intrigues and despicable folly of the upper 
classes :of society. in Spain. 	Cadiz, when- he left 
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it, was filled with cowards and traitors, the spies 
of Bonaparte, and the betrayers of their country; 
an aristocracy,. without ,courage or virtue, regard-
less alike of public or private, character ; men,, as 
we verily believe, who had hacked their swords as 
they ran away from their enemies. 	The Editor of 
the Diario Sevillano observed, in 1809, that few I. 
of the Spanish grandees knew their own offspring; 
" and how shall we (said he) expect that man to 
be the guardian of his country's honour, who is 
regardless of his own V' This was bold language 
to a corrupt people, and the paper was suppressed. 
The Editor took leave. of his countrymen' in an 
affecting address, in which he foretold nearly all 
that we have since witnessed. 	Still the lower 
orders in Spain were a noble and generous race; 
ready to sacrifice every thing for their king, and 
hourly invoking Heaven for his return. 

Such were the sentiments of the good Spa-
niards, and these . sentiments were conveyed to 
England by Lord Wellesley: his Lordship having, 
in consequence of the dispute and duel between 
Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, been recalled 
to take upon himself the office of secretary for 
foreign affairs. 	He re-embarked in the Donegal 
at Cadiz, and returned to England in November, 
revolving in his mind the means of rescuing the 
unmanly King of Spain from kis confinement at 
Valencay. 	Of this we• shall speak more at large 
in the next chapter. 

With a view of distracting the attention of the 
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French in Italy, and drawing them off from the 
AuArians in the north, to the defence of their 
strong positions in the south, Lieutenant-general 
Sir John Stewart, the commander-in-Chief of hia 
Majesty's forces in Sicily, in concert with Rear-
admiral George Martin,. planned an attack on the 

• islands of Ischia and Procida, near Naples, and 
also /threatened the capital itself. 	For this pur- 
pose, a force of British and Sicilian troops was 
embarked at . Melazzo, on board the Canopus, 
eighty, flag; Spartiate, seventy-four, Sir Francis 
Laforey ; Warrior, seventy-four, Captain. Spran-
ger ; Cyane, Captain Staines; Espoir, eighteen, 
Captain Mitford ; 	and Philomel, eighteen. 	'A 
large fleet of transports and gun-boats waited 
their arrival at Palermo. 	On the 15th, these ves- 
sels, nearly one hundred in number, under the 
protection of the Alceste, and two Sicilian frigates, 
joined the fleet. The Rear-admiral shaped his course 
close along shore, in the gulf of St. Euphemia, 
and the. coast of Calabria, to which the Philoniel 
was detached with four transports, containing two 
regiments, which Sir John Stewart wished to be 
landed, for the purpose of destroying the enemy's 
batteries, and of undertaking the siege of Scylla, 
should it be found practicable. 	This measure an- 
swered the proposed end. 	The enemy, on the 
first appearance of our force, abandoned the greater 
part of their posts along the shore, for the purpose 
of concentration, when those on the line opposite 
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Messina, were seized and disarmed by a corps 
under Lieutenant-colonel Smith.  

On the 24th, a force of two thousand three hun-
dred and eighty men prepared to attack the island 
-of Ischia; and on the 25th, the debarkation of the 
troops was effected, under the directions of Cap-
tain Sir Francis Laforey, led on by Major-general 
M'Farlane, covered by the fire of the Warrior arid 
Succeis, and by the British and Sicilian gun-boats. 
A chain of batteries guarded every accessible land-
ing place ; but they were successively taken ; be-
tween two and three hundred of the enemy were 
made prisoners; and the Franco-Italian general, 
Colorina, retreated with the remainder of his force 
into the castle of Ischia, where he refused to listen 
to any terms until he, saw a breaching . battery 
erected,-and ready to knock down his walls : he 
then capitulated. Having completed this important 
conquest, the two.  Chiefs turned their forces to the 
island of Procida ; a summons *being sent to the 
Governor, he deemed it prudent to comply. with 
the terms, and through this well-timed surrendei a 
noble exploit was performed on the following day. 

- 	In the evening of the 25th, the Rear-adthiral 
received inforination that a fleet of gun-boats, and 
a convoy, were coming along shore from Gaeta. 
Captain (now Sir Thomas) Staines; in the Cyane, 
with the Espoir, was detached with all the British 
and Sicilian gun-boats to. intercept them ; and at 
daylight in the morning of the 26th, he had the 
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good fortune to find himself between, them and the 
point of Baiw, cutting off their communication 
with Naples; the great object of the.  enemy being 
to throw supplies into that placq. 	A glorious and 
spirited action soon commenced ; eighteen of the 
enemy's gun-boats were taken, and four destroyed. 
The Sicilian officers and men in their gun-boats 
bdhaved gallantly. 	Captain Staines acquired the 
highest approbation of the Admiral,. and the ap- 
plause of all present. 	He had previously harassed 
the enemy, by destroying their batteries, and en-
gaging their gun-boats ; had captured a polacre 
with troops intended for the relief of Procida; and, 
supported by some Sicilian gun-boats, had landed 
and destroyed a battery of four forty-two pound-
ers, and a ten-inch mortar, with which he had 
been some time engaged. 	On the 27th-of June, 
this gallant young officer, had a still more severe 
trial with a Neapolitan frigate, called La Ceres, o' 
forty-two, guns, abcorvette of twenty-eight guns, 
and a number of heavy gun-boats. 	This force the, 
Cyane and Espoir engaged with great obstinacy 
the action lasted from seven till half past eight in 
the evening ; the corvette made her escape by su-
perior sailing, and got safe into the bay of Naples; 
the Cyane (a small twenty-two gun ship) was now. 
engaged by the Ceres, within half pistol-shot, by 
the gun-boats, and by the Neapolitan batteries. 
His ship cut to pieces, himself and first lieutenant 
(James Hall) desperately wounded, with many of 
his men, Staines could do no more, and retired 
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from the unequal contest, having, in the course•of 
three days' fighting, liad four of his men killed, with 
himself and twenty-seven wounded. 

. Captain John Stewart, in the Sea-horse, destroy-
ed the enemy's forts on the little islands of Giamoto 
and Planoso, assisted by the Halcyon, Captain 
H. W. Pearse. 	Captain Maxwell, of the Alceste, 
and Captain Staines, in the Cyane, destroyed ante 
strong Martello towers, two gun-boats, and a de-
pot of timber, at Terracina, making one hundred 
prisoners ; and Captain the Honourable Henry 
Duncan, itt the Mercury, destrol .-3d a number of 
trabacolis near Manfredonia. 	Captain Rait, of 
the Scout sloop of war, destroyed an enemy's 
battery near Cape Croisette, with seven sail of 
coasters which had sought its protection. 

Captain Bullen, of the Volontaire frigate, was 
employed in the same manner at Rioux, on the 
south coast of France, where the boats of that 
ship, under the command of Lieutenant Isaac 
Shaw, destroyed the battery at that place, and 
brought off five vessels which lay under its guns. 

Captain Anselm John Griffith, in the.  Topaze, of 
thirty-two guns, sent his boats under the command 
of Lieutenant Hammond, of that ship, and brought 
from under a heavy and incessant fire of the enemy 
in the port of Dameta, on the coast of Albania, 
nine vessels, four of which were manned and armed 
for war. 

The fleet under the command of Lord Coiling-
wood, in co-operation with the Spaniards on the 
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coast of Catalonia, performed a signal service to 
the cause, in the destruction Of a French squadron 
of considerable force. 	While off St. Sebastian, on 
the night of the 22d , of October, his Lordship 
learned from Captain Barrie, of the Pomone, that 
the fleet in Toulon was putting to sea, that some 
ships had sailed, and others were coming out of 
ports  with a numerous convoy. 	The wind being 
easterly at the time, left no doubt of their being 
bound to the westward ; a Vgilant look out was 
kept by the frigates during the night; and in the 
morning of the 23d, the Volontaire mtde the sig-
nal for a fleet to the eastward, as they Were corn, 
ing down before the wind. 	The Tigre, Captain 
Hallowell, and the Bulwark, Captain , Fleming, 
were pushed a little in advance; but at ten o'clock 
the Pomone made the signal that the enemy had 
hauled to the wind, that they consisted of three 
ships of the line, two frigates, two smaller ships, 
and a convoy of about twenty sail of .  vessels. 
Rear-admiral Martin, with eight of the best sailing 
ships of the line, was ordered to chase, separating 
in twodivisions on contrary tacks. In the evening, 
the Pomone came' up with two brigs, two bom-
bards, and a ketch, the whole of which she burned. 
On the following day, the . British and enemy's 
fleets were not in sight of each other; but the 
division under Rear-admiral Martin had been so 
fortunate as to meet with the French squadron 
again, 	The Rear-admiral, in the Canopus, with 
the Tigre, Captain Hallowell ; 	Sultan, Captain 
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Griffiths; Leviathan, Captain Bayntun; and Cum, 
berlancl, Captain the Honourable P. Wodehousei  
saw them on the evening of the 24th, and pursued 
them till alter_ dark, when, being in shoal. water, 
they came to the wind near the mouth of the 
Rhone. 	Next day the same ships, three sail of 
the line, and one frigate; were again seen between 
Cette and Frontignan. 	The Robuste, of eighty, 
guns, bearing the flag. of Rear-admiral _Bali!:lain, 
and the Leon, of seventy-four, were chased on 
shore, and set fire to by the enemy 'off Frontignan: 
The Bore 	of seventy-four guns, and a frigate,, . ran on shore off Cette. 	Shoal water and critical, 
navigation prevented the approach of our, ship§ c,c 
boats were sent in to sound ; and the Frenclr,1  
perceiving the intention; set their ships- on fine.{ 
Having thus disposed of the ships . of war, ithe, 
commander-in-chief continued in search , of t119, 
convoy, sending the Apollo to the bay of Rosas,1  
where it was concluded the smaller vessels i  had, 
sought refuge, to examine how far they might iN, 
assailable.  

-Captain Hallowell, of the Tigre, was appointed, 
by Lord Collingwood to conduct the enterprise 
against them; that officer having under his ordersi  
the Cumberland, seventy-four, Volontaire, Apollo, 
Topaze, Philomel, Scout, and Tuscan. 	The boats 
of these ships having been well arrangea and 
adapted for the purpose, with the most resolute 
officers and crews, were put under the orders of 
Lieutenant Tailour, of the Tigre, who proceeded 

   
  



18061 	. 	MEDITERRANEAN. 	 '353 

after dark to the attack of the enemy, double .his 
force, protected by strong batteries, guarded by 
boarding-netting, and every' way prepared. 	The . 
first object of their attack was a small frigate, hay-
ing a' gun-boat a-head of .her to give the alarm, 
Which was soon conveyed, through their convoy. 
On. this the seamen gave three cheers, applied 
every nerve to their oars, pushed on, and in spite 
of the fire, the nettings, and the pikeg of their ene-
mies, the ship was boarded by tie first division of 
boats, and carried in a few minutes : all the other 
armed vessels were taken by the remainCler of the 
boats. 	The opposition was great, but overcome 
by the valour of our men, who disregarded the fire 
from the castle, the forts in' the' bay, their gun.: 
boats and musketry on the beach : by dawn of day 
every ship or vessel was either burned or brought 
off. 	Such was the fortunate result of a vigilant 
look out ; and by this 'capture, the supplies for 
the French army in Spain were either taken or 
destroyed. 	The loss on board the Tigre,. and the 
other ships, was severe. The names of the officers 
employed in the boats are too numerous for inser-
tion here, and will be found in the Gazette letters. 
The vessels taken or destroyed were—. 	. R.  Guns. 	 Tons. 	Men. 
The Armide store-ship• • 16 9 pounders 	600 	116 	Burned 

La Victoire 	 Burned Bombard, 	 • • 14 6 — 	• 	• • 	80 
Le Grondeur 	8 6 	 • 	45 	Taken - 	 • 	 • 

48 	Taken Le Normand 	 10 4 —7-- 	• • 

They also captured seven merchant-vessels, 
VOL. IV. 	 2 A 

   
  



354 	MEDITERRANEAN. 	• 	[ispo:  
loaded with biscuit and flour for the army. ,We 1 had fifteen killed, and forty-five woundedi 	• r 	I  

The .Amphion, of thirty-two guns, commanded 
by Captain William Hoste, made a very gallant 
and successful attack on the forces of the enemy at 
Cortelazzo, where six gun-boats and a convoy of 
merchant-vessels were moored in a strong position; 
under a -battery of four twenty-four pounders, at 
the mouth of the Piavie, and in sight of the Italian 
squadron at Venice.. 	The shoal water not admit- 
ting the. ship within gun-shot, the boats i were 
sent with a party of seventy marines and seamen, 
under the command of Lieutenant Phillott, first of 
the Amphion, assisted by Lieutenants Jones and 
Moore, of the royal marines. 	At a quarter past 
three, the fort was stormed, and carried in ten mi, 

i 	ri 

nuths, and its guns turned on the gun-boats in tile, 
bay, which instantly 'surrendered: 	The battery*  
was a complete work, with a ditch and chev4n*7, 
de-frize ; and our men entered it by scaling lad-
ders, making the guard prisoners, killing two and 
wounding one, spiking the guns, and destroying 
the works. 	Not an Englishman was hurt. 	,Six 
large, gun-boats were taken, with. two trabacolial  
loaded with cheese and rice]  and five others burned. 
Vor 

1 
 this very heroic exploit, Lieutenant Phillo41  

• acf  was advanced to the rank of commander. 
Lord Collingwood, while he found so much em- 
1 3 	J  

for 
• 

ployment. 	the enemy, was not aware that, Jiis 
constitution was gradually sinking, under the con-
stant pressure of fatigue, anxiety; and application 
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to business ; his last hour was drawing near ; but 
he lived to render some more services to his 
country. 

While the French were defending Naples, his 
Lordship thought it a proper opportunity to seize 
the islands of Zante and Cephalonia. 	Sir John 
Stewart, the commander-in-chief in Sicily, con-
curring with him, Rear-admiral Martin, who had 
the direction of the naval force in the eastern part 
of the Mediterranean, was desired to send the 
Warrior, Captain I. Spranger, to conduct the na-
val part of the expedition. This officer sailed from 
Messina, with the Philomel sloop, and transports 
carrying about one thousand six hundred troops, 
under the command of General Oswald. 	The 
Spartan; Captain J. Brenton, at the same time 
sailed from Malta, ',with Mr. Foresti, and 'Count 
Cladan, a Cephalonian adventurer, who .had for 
some time taken refuge at Malta. 	Captain Eyre, 
of the Magnificent, was directed to augment this 
force with his squadron frdm Corfu, which con- 
sisted of the Belle Poule and Kingfisher. 	• 

On the 1st of October, the ships anchored in 
the bay of Zante, just beyond the reach of the 
batteries ; and at daylight the troops effected 
their landing, covered by the guns' of the Spartan 
and Belle Poule, and a divisiOn of gun-boats, 
under Lieutenant Cole, first of the Warrior. 	The 
enemy very soon abandoned their .defences, and 
retreated from all points to the castle, which in 
the course of the day capitulated. 

2 A 2 
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From Zante the Squadronimrriediately proceed= 
ed to Cephalonia, where the force employed' was 
so considerable, as to  offer no hopes of success! 
ful resistance. 	The tort 'of St.

, 
 'George, situated 

On a steep hill, two leagues from the loWii;isni:: ' 
rendered on 'suinthims ; and the two islands of 
Zante and Cephalonia' received the British iflAi 
Without. the loss of a man. 	At Cephalonia they 

found one of the finest harbotirs in 'the world; 
0 	•. in pe • capable of containing any number of 'ships, 

feet safety. 	 . 
The Spartan had been detached, after the sir 

render of Cephalonia, to attack Cerigo.' Captain 
Brenton had with him Major Clarke 'and' a; de-
tachment of troops. Cerigo (ancient Cythera) had 
long been:a nest.of privateers of the worst descrip-
tion, pirates who respected no - flag or 'nation, 
andfrom its situation peculiarly adapted for such 
purposes: the resistance offered to -the British 
force was therefore proportioned to Me interest of 
the,marauders,r who held the place in:ViOlation of 
the rights. of , the' peaceful inhabitants: 	On' the 
10th of October; Captain Brenton, having landed 
the troops, arid marines in the bay of St. NichOlai; 
marched forward towards the castle, follovied by 
one watch'of the. Spartan's ship's company, 'drag= 
ging 	three - field-pieces. 	-These; owing to the 
extreme difficulty of the country; did not 'get into 
action till ten o'clock the next morning. The troops 
arid seamen 'occupied a position on the 'heights on 
a level with the castle,.-within four hundred yards 
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of ic; and a fire was kept up on both sides„with 
guns ,and musketry, which continued the gyeatest 
part of the day. 	In the evening some Congreve . 
rockets were . added, and being .thrown into .the 
garrison, must have occasioned a serious alarm,' 
as in the morning a flag of truce came out, with 
offers to capitulate, on conditions . which .Were 
rejected.: , the same terms were . given as had. 
been granted to Zante acid .Cephaloida. 	Captain 
Brenton gave great praise- to Major Clarke .and, 
Mr. Wines, first lieutenant of the Spartan, for their 
able .and gallant conduct. 	The loss on our side 
was very inconsiderable; nor was that of the 
enemy worth ,mentioning.. The number. of -troops 
who defended this island amounted to one hundred 
and four, French, Russians, and Albanians. i 

Captain Crawley, in the. Philomel, at the same 
time took • possession, without any resistance, of 
the island of Ithaca ; • and thus the. republic of the 
Seven Islands fell into the hands of Great Britain, 
who has retained it ever sincei  the inhabitants in . 
general being favourable to the English: Mr. Foresti, 
a native of Cephalonia, was highly instrumental in 
the success of the expedition; and was some years 
afterwards konoured with knighthood by his Bri-
tannic.  Majesty. 

The 'shores of the Adriatic, so long unused to 
the, sound of,hostile cannon, were kept in constant 
alarm and dismay, by the vigilance of our captains, 
and the ardour of their young officers and men. 
The commerce of the enemy knew not the way to 
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the open sea, unless protected or disguised under 
a -neutral flag,. creeping from. rock to rock, or from,. 
island to island, on the. northern shore. 	The gun-, 
boats vainly endeavoned to prevent the incursions 
of our boats, who darted on their prey with the, 
certainty of success. 	 . 	, 	.  

Captain John West, in the Excellent, of seventy, 
four guns, fell in with a convoy'passing up towards 
Trieste, which he compelled to fly for shelter into;  
the port of Duin , here they were pursued by the, 
sloops of war, Acorn and custard, commanded by, 
the Captains J. D. Markland and .R. Clephane;, 
with the boats of thee Excellent, under Lieutenant 
J. Harper, first of that ship. 	This gallant young 
officer boarded 	the vessels, 	while 	the sloops 
of war ,engaged the castle. 	Six large gun-boats; 
three of which carried three long twenty-four 
pounders, 	and . three as many long eighteen 
pounders, with, an officer and., twenty men in 
each, were taken, without loss on. our side: ten 
coasting vessels, from ten to twenty .tons each, 
loaded with brandy, flour, rice, and wheat, were 
.also brought -safely put. 	- 

Captain Robert Hall, in the Rambler, a small 
brig of war, of ten guns, took out of the river of 
Barbet, near Malaga, a French privateer, and some 
small vessels, with a degree of spirit and enterprise 
seldom exceeded. 	We are to speak more of this 
young officer in the, next chapter. 

. 	Vice-admiral Berkley was succeeded on the 
Halifax station by Vice-admiral Sir J. B. Warren. 
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The Melampns; Captain Edward Hawker, cap-: 

lured the,  Catibri,. of sixteen guns, and ninety-two 
men, lo'aded with flour for Martinique. 

Captain WillianiMounse34; who commanded the 
Bonne : Citoyenne,). a 'corvette-built ship, with a: 
flush deck, carrying eighteen thirty4wo pound! 
cartonades, . and two long nine pounders, vcritli a 
complement of one hundred and twenty-ond 
inert, sailed for ,,Quebec, with the inflexible, or 
sikty-four guns, and a convoy, from which `hid 
accidentally. parted company in chase. , On the 
5th of August, at three in the afternoon, he saw! 
a French frigate, boarding an English, merchant-
ship, 'which she relinquished the moment . the 
Bonne Citoyenne stood towards hei, and ran to 
the northward, under a press of sail. 	Captain 
Mounsey made all sail- in pursuit, and after a 
chase of eighteen hours, at half-past nine in the 
morning he laid his sloop alongside of the enemy; 
and engaged her within . pistol-shot. 	The action 
lasted, with inimitable gallantry on the part of the 
British vessel, till sixteen.  minutes past foul- V. M. 
when-his powder being nearly expended, Captain 
Mounsey determined to carry her by boarding 
With all hands, and at the instant of laying her 
alongSide for that purpose, the enemy called out 
that they had surrendered; and struck their colours. 
This , action stands nearly unrivalled (in its class) 
in the annals , of our navy—a large frigate chased 
and captured by a sloop of war ! that of the 
Speedy and Gamo being alone superior to it. 
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Tlie,.French frigate, it is true, had not her, com.- 
tlement of guns, having only twelve,  forty-two 
pound. carronades, 	and two - .long tWenty-four 
pounder§ on her maindeck,, with. Six A guns i of 
a.J &taller ircalibre ; these were, however; , more 
than .equal ta . the metal of 'the -  BonneXitoyt 
dime; ,Which _had' three -of her .guns , dismount- 
ed if early in .the action. 	The . frigater.had her 
full complement of 'officers, and. two. hundred 
seamen; together. with: 	colonel, two lieutenants; 
arid a detachment of the 66th regiment of the liriel 
She was called La Furieuse, was a frigate of the 
largest class; pierced for forty-eiglit guns,. and one 
of those which had escaped from the Saintes; when 
,Captain Fahie chased and captured the D'Haut-
poule, as will be hereafter related: she was. loaded 
iivith. sugar and, coffee. 	The battle was .one, of 
peculiar obstinacy ; it lasted six : hours . and: fifty 
aninutes. 	The- enemy fired seventy broadsides ;: 
and the ,British ' sloop one hundred and twenty- 
nine; alternately from 	her . starboard 'and, Jan- 
board guns. 	This was a very able and judicious 
inanceuvre of Captain Mounky, 	relieving' his 
guns from over heat, and availing himself of the 
superior skill of his Men, and the .'fast sai,4hg, of 
his ship, to distract and annoy his enemy; . nor is 
it possible to conceive how much this small vessel 
had.  daniaged a ship nearly three times her size : 
she had fourteen shot-holes between wind and 
water, and five feet water in her hold, when taken 
poSsession-  of; her/ topmasts; and all her, topsail 
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yards shot away;r 	iher lower' masts so -1 badly 
wounded as to render.their. falling .inevitable,.fan4 
indeed they. did fall the. next day.i She had thirtya  
five: men ;killed.; andithirtywsix wounded, among 
whom were .her captain and two lientenantS:i Nor 
wad:the':Bonner.)Citoyenne in a. much better t ori; 
dition't , she =:was literally cut to _pieces, .in',-hull; 
Iriasti; and .rigging ;-", but. she. had only 'one !Mali 
killed,' and . five _wounded. 	The prize 'arrived,  'at 
Halifax. 	Lieutenants Symes Ind- Sanders were 
highly' spoken of by their gallant Captain, who 
was posted by Lord Mulgrave, and his commission 
Mated the day of his-action. 	. 
r In September, the Africaine, of thirty-eight guris; 

having been in one .of the ports of North Anierica,, 
thirteen Of her men deserted, and, going to Balti;  
'more,. were claimed by Mr. Wood, the British 
consul. Mr. Hunter, the mayor of Baltimore; on:the 
application of Mr. Wood, caused seven of them to 
be arrested; but on the consul appearing in Court to 
-claim them as British subjects, it was decided that 
<no cause was assigned for their detention, and they 
were released. 	The decision was received with 
three loud cheers, and the men borne away in 
.trimiql by the lawless mob of the most lawless 
city.of the Union.. We care very little about British 
,seamen who desert their colours : we have known 
many instances of their deep repentance, parti- 

under American discipline,. when they have , cularly 
:vainly implored .to be received back again; but 
we doubt the expediency as well as the legality 
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of Mr. Wood's demand; Let us suppose 'a parallel, 
caset 	England and .France are at,  peace.;*.:-burt3 
,France and America are at war! AnAmerican ship 
puts into Portsmouth, her men desert. 'The •cap4 
Lain, .or in his. name the American i minister, xlev 
Plalicis.Ahem. to be given. up. 	-Should I we restore 
them ? or. should .we not exclaim', "The demand Is 
ayiolation of our rights !" We cannot compel any 
foreigner to return ! to his colour's,. as -long T as ihe 
conforms to our laws. 	The day ,may 'hot' be ilii- 
tant, :when America' may, practically experiencb 
the truth of this proposition. The question a'ssuines 
4 very different shape, when our men are discovered 
on -board a ship of war, as in the case of the Clie,  
sapeake. 	We have no hesitation in saying, that 
INIP should. most .certainly take a deserter, knowing 
him to be one, whenever we had the power, with; 
out violation of territory.; but Ave apprehend that 
neither the law of England or America could have 
compelled men to .re-embark, under the ciretibl,- 
stances here described. 	The fact is mentioned to 
chew the spirit of America towards Great 13ritaiti 
in 1809. 	 • 	, . 

In the month of January, the British land :and 
sea forces began to assemble at Barbadoe 	.and 
SOQII, after took their positions round. the island 
of Martinique; the fleet under the command Aof 
Rear-admiral the Honourable Sir A. Cochrane 
the. army under Lieutenant-general Beckwortli. 
The debarkation of the troops to windward was 
intrusted to Captain Philip Beaver, of the. Acasta; 
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and the transports, having the principal part- of 
them' on board; anchored in Bay Robert, on the 
windward side of the island. 	Major-general Sii, 
George.  Prevost, wild commanded that division; 
was on board the Penelope, of thirty-six guns, 
and the landing was effected.on the 30th and 31st 
of January, with very little opposition. 	The 
second ,division, under Major:general Maiilind) 
landed at Saint Luce, under the superintendaned,  
of Captain Fahie, of the BeBeide. 	Major Hen-) 
derson, of the Royal York Rangers, was detached 
in the York, of seventy-four guns, to take pOsses,i 
Sion of the battery of Point Solomon, on the south 
side 'of the bay of Fort Royal. 	This being done; 
a safe anchorage was secured for the fleet, and the 
same officer pushed on-with his men, and invested 
the fort of Pigeon Island (Isle aux Ramiers). 	A 
fourth division landed at Trinity Bait; and very 
active operations immediately commenced. 

The reduction of Pigeon Island has always been 
a prelude.to any attempt against the town of Fort 
Royal, and the once tremendous fortresses of 
Bourbon and Fort Republique. 	This island com- 
mands .the anchorage in the upper part of the 
bay. 'Captain Cockburn and Brigadier-general Sir 
Charles Shipley reconnoitred the ground, and fixed 
on Morn Vanier as the most proper situation td 
erect their batteries. 	On the night of the 31st of 
January, .a thirteen-inch mortar was landed and 
mounted by Lieutenant Burton, of the Neptune; 
and on the morning of the I st of February, opened 
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° its fire on.the astonished garrison. of Pigeon Wand; 

which, hoWever, returned the fire with much' 
ipirit, :but,  did us no injury. 	On the same day,' 
the,; Neptune; of ninety-eight guns, bearing-  the 
Admiral's flag;  anchored with the squadron and-
transtoort& within half a mile of Point' SolomOn;: in 
seventeen fathoms water. 'A ship. of the line and- a: 
frigate cruised across the.bay; and the In-trepikiof 
six4-Ifour guns; Captain C. W. Neeskain, 'watched' 
St: Pierre, and. took possession of Ance, du Spyron 
The artillery. was landed under the- direction.: of 
Captain Cockburn, who was directed by the Rear; 
admiral ' to -hoist a broad pendant on board the 
Pompee, of seventy-four guns, :and to take the 
rank of aBrigadier-general. . The obstructions to 
our landing were ntimerous : • the ruggedness of the • 
rocks, and the fire of the enemy's battery of Pigeon 
Island on our boats, as they opened the point.of 
land between the fleet and that fort, gaveius con- 
siderable annoyance. 	Two of the Pompee's meg 
were killed by the bursting of a shell. 	A ,r9,451 
was cut through a very thick wood to the, top of 'a 
steep hill, called Morne Vanier; which ,  oyerhunk 
Pigeon Island: o:nine=inch halser was next carried 
.up. and ,secured.  Co , the stumps of the, trees, and 
from this halser, tackles were attached to the gui*. 
The sailors, delighting in such works, ran down the 
hill, with the.tackle falls (or rope) as the guns flew 
-up ,with incredible velocity, notwithstanding the 
depth of the-  mud, the.incessant rairi,-and the steep 
acclivity of a newly cut road. 	' 
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c . There-is-siiniething 'indescribably animating. to 
the Mind of British seamen, whenever they:are 
ordered to land.  with. a' great gun. 	The novelty of 
getting ton shore,.. and the) hopes 'of ,coming. into 
action,' give a degred•of buoyancy to theii4spirit 
1whielfearries'ihemi to the-highest pitch Of enthu 
-Si6.Sm:-JA hundred sailors,- attached by their 
belts. , to'.  a • devil cart, with- a. long tiventpfout 
"poAnder • slung. to its axle-tree, make one of ithe 
most amusing and delightful recpllections of former 
'days. 	On this occasion, when the Goyernor;the 
i/ortliy and gallant Villaret, was told how 'they 
'Were dragging the cannon along, he replied, " C'en 
est fait de nous"—it is all over with us. 

+ 	Works' were in the mean. time thrown up'behind 
'some brushwood on the top of the hills and in the • 

'a 'evening of the 3d, 	battery of one thirteen-inch 
incirtar, and :three "eight-inch howitzers., was ready' 
id open from Morne Vanier against Pigeon Island. 
It began 'at six'o'clock the sameevening, and-clan;-,  
Ahmed with very little intermission: till daylight the 
'next 'morning,. when' the fort hung out. a flag ' of 
'truce and :surrendered. 	ThiSwas no sooner, per- 
'delved at Tort Royal, than the Amphitrite, a 
-beantifnl:frigate Of forty-four guns, lying in the 
darenage, was set on fire and destroyed. 	- • 
', Having. reduced Pigeon Island, Commodore 
Cockburn was directed to cross the bay, and take 

'possession of the anchorage at Negro point. This 
Was 'immediately effected, in a' small but beautiful 
sandy cove. 	All the pins and:mortars intended 
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" for the.investment of. the fort of Bourbon, on the 

side of. Tartanson, were landed. 	In the mean 
time Major-general Sir .GeOrge Prevost defeated 
the ' enemy on Morne  Bruno, after • an action 
which lasted the whole day ; and on the following 
day Sir George attacked the works in front of 
Bourbon.. Our troops advanced to the muzzles of 
the enemy'sguns, but the fire of their artillery was 
WO heavy. for them, and they fell back in good 
order. In these two actions the loss of the enemy 
was computed at sevens hundred men, and ours at 
three hundred and thirty. Captain Taylor, `of the 
royal fuzileers, and Captain' Sinclair, of the 25th, 
were killed :. the Honourable Lieutenant-colonel 
Pakenham,. of the 7th, and Major Campbell, of the-
rifle corps, were wounded: 

„Admiral Villaret, 'the captain-general, and go—
vernor of the island, perceiving that he was over-
powered,. shut himself up in his forts, having about 
three thousand men, with an abundant supply of 
ammunition, and waited the destruction of our 
forces by the operation of the climate,- and the 
heavy rains which fell incessantly. Supposing (as 
he afterwards declared) that Fort Bourbon was 
impregnable, he abandoned Fort Republique, or 
Fort Edward, leaving in it four thirteen-inch mor-
tars, and thirty-eight heavy guns, with a quantity of 
shot and shells. From this fort, being commanded 
by Bourbon, he- had no doubt he could expel us at 
any time ; but he was deceived. 	On the 7th, at 
night, Major Henderson, 	of .the Royal York 
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Rangers, and Captain Mikes, 'of the Neptune, with • 
a ,strong party, entered and took possession of the 
fort ;•and at daylight the British flag was displayed 
on, its walls. 	This drew on it a furious though 
unheeded bombardment froth Bourbon, which de-
polished the houses and barracks, but hurt no one; 
and.iin:  the course of, two days the mortars were 
unspiked, and returned the Are, while Commodore 
cockburn„who_had crossed the bay and landed at 
Negro point, with a brigade of six hundred seamen; 
formed a strong battery within one thousand two 
hundred, yards of Bourbon, on the side of the river 
Monsieur. 	The lower-deck guns of the Intrepid • 
(thirteen. twenty-four, pounders) were landed, at 
Paradise ,Bay, where the enemy had abandoned 
two strong forts. 	The navy, without any inter:, 
ruptiOn to their labours, advanced with their giing 
to a, hill called Tartanson, where "the sailor's bat; 
tery” was constructed; and on the 19th of February i 
we ,had completely invested the- fort with •thei 
Wowing, works': 	 • 	, ,., 

	

nit t 	: 	 1 	, 

	

, . 	14 on Tartanson 	 c 413-inch mortars 
t 4 	8-inch howitzers 

2. — Folleville .... , ..  	5 410-inch mortars 
t 2 	8-inch howitzers 

'.3.,'..-1.i Sailo'r's battery : • : 	7 long 24 'pounders 
114I -f--1 L'Areherf 	or. the S 1 I3-inch' niortar. 	-! 

	

Windmill 	 t1, 8-inch howitzer 
i ' 	• 	• 	1 10-inch mortar 
5. ::„.. Colvilles    1 	] 	.8-inch howitzer 	' 

4 24 pounders 
,f 4 13-inch mortars.  .6...,— Fort 	dward 	 13 long 24 pounders. 

, 	1 	• 	, 	, 
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'Besides- these, other, batteries were preparing. 
Fort Dessaix, or Bourbon, was now summoned to 
surrender, but refused, Admiral Villaret declaring 
that himself and his staff had sworn to. bury. them- 
selves 'under its ruins. 	Sunday the 19th, at half- 
past three P. 11I. was the time agreed on for' com-
mencing the attack : at the same minute the fire 
from all our batteries. opened. 	The scene, was 
awfully grand ; and as the evening advanced; was 
magnificent beyond' all description. 	The whole 
hemisphere was illuminated with continued streams 
of fire, .with the flashes of guns; and the bursting 
of shells. The fire of the enemy was equally severe. 
The trees which had hitherto concealed our works 
were cut down at every shot either by the French 
or. English : the brushwood in front of our guns 
caught into a flame, but was soon extinguished. 
On our side we had a great advantage; the ground 
having - been rendered soft by the rain, the shells 
buried .  themselves where they fell, and did little 
or no execution; one artillery-mAn was killed at 
our batteries. - On Monday the enemy ceased 

_ firing during the whole day, but recommenced on 
Tuesday the 21st, when it . was faintly kept up, 

. and in the evening was again silent. 	On Wednes-, 
day the .22d, a great explosion was observed in the 
fort, which we afterwards learned was occasioned 

the,

by their small magazine having been blown up by 
one of our shells. 4On the same night the laboratory 
tent, in. the rear of our great mortar battery, . ex- 
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1 	„I 
plodect, killing and' wounding nine men belonging' 
to the Amaranthe. 	This accident was caused 'bg 
the tent having been incautiously placed directly 
to leeward, and within a few yards of the mortars, 
the sparks from which ignited the powder. 

On the 23d, the enemy sent out proposals to 
capitulate, but the terms being similar to those of 
Cintra, were rejected. 	The fire of the fort foi the 
last two days, had gradually diminished ; and' oil 
the 24th, after an almost incessant bombardment. 

. 	, of five days, Villaret capitulated. 
Thus fell the island of Martinique a third time 

under the British flag. 	The terms were nearly' 
similar to those of other -colonies, with the excep-
tion of the entire demolition of Fort Dessaix, and 
that the garrison should be taken to Francel iii 
British. ships, and there exchanged for British' 
subjects. 

The capture of this island was, as it has ever
been, a serious blow to the commerce of France. 
The ships 'of war employed on the service were 
as follows : 	 o 

1, 	. 
Ships. 	,Guns. 	 Commanders. 

Neptune • • • • 98 I Flag—Rear-admiral Hon. Sir A. Cochrane 
Captain Charles Mikes ;,   

Porn p& •• 	•• •• •• 80 	Commodore Cockburn I 	/Captain (pro tern.) E. P. Brenton 
Belleisle • • • • 	74 	Charles Fahie 
York : .... . .. 74 	Robert Barton - 
Captain ..• • • 74 	Sir James Athol Wood 
Intrepid • • • • 64 	C. J. W. Neesham 

VOL. IV. 	 2 B 
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Frigates. 
Acasta 	, 38 	P. Beaver 
Penelope • • • • 36 	J. Dick 
Ethalion • • • . 38 	T. Cochrane 
./Eolus 	 32 	Lord William Fitzroy . 
Circe 	 32 	Hugh Pigott 
Ulysses • ••• • 	 44 	Honourable Warwick Lake 
Eurydice • • • 	 24 	T. Bradshaw 	. 

Sloops of War. 
Goree 	' 	 18 	Joseph Spicer . 
Woolverine • 	 18 	John Simpson 
Cherub 	 18 	T. T. Tucker 
Stork 	 18 	George Le Geyt 
AmaranthC • 	 18 	James Hay (acting) 
Forrester 	18 	Richards • • • • 	— 
Recruit • • • • • 18 	C. Napier 
Star 	 18 	F. A. Collier, from the Circe 
Frolic 	 18 	— Whinyates 

'The Swinger and Haughty, 'gun-brigs. 
Express 	 14 brig of war. 

-. The loss of killed and wounded among the sea-
men was very small, and these all or chiefly at 
the 'batteries on shore. 

Killed. 	Wounded. 
Neptune 	0 	3 
Pompee 	3 	6 
Belleisle 	 ' 0 	4 
Amaranthe 	3 	6 

	

— 	•7•-• 
Total  	6 	19 

The loss of the army was much more consi-
derable! that of the enemy never certainly known. 
The prisoners, including general officers and all 
others, amounted to about two thousand four 
hundred men ; with a very large supply of artil- 
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lery and ammunition. 	The garrison marched out 
with the honours of war. 	Six. pieces of artillery 
preceded the troops of the line, matches lighted, 
drums beating; the British troops in two lines on. 
each side the road presented arms as they passed, . 
the band playing ' God save the King,' and ' Rule 
Britannia.' 	The troops marched into the town of 
Fort Royal in the most perfect order. The French, 
we must admit, possess the 'art militaire' in a very 
superior degree'. 	There Was not in the whole 
course of this affecting scene one instance of mis-
conduct : the men mostly shed tears as they laid. 
down their arms, and their officers bore testimony 
to their well-tried valour. 	The windows of the 
town of Fort Royal were crowded with females, 
but all absorbed in grief, as their gallant country-
men marched down to the quay and silently 
embarked in the boats prepared for them. 	By 
these they were in a few' minutes conveyed over 
the calm surface of the beautiful bay, and safely 
deposited on board the ships of war and the trans- 
ports provided' for their accommodation. 	It was 
declared, on a narrow inspection of the interior of 
the fort, that no place had ever undergone so severe 
a bombardment. 

The Fort Dessaix, or Bourbon, no longer exists : 
it was by this capitulation doomed to • utter de-
struction ; and, by treaty, the. French are bound 
not to erect another oil its site. It's ruins now lie in 
huge masses on the surface of the hill, at the fpot 
of which is situated the town of Fort Royal, and 

2 n 2 
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the once" noble castle. called • Fort Edw'ard." 	The 
bay of Fort Royal is, with the carenage, the most 
perfect anchorage in the Caribbee islands; but not 
secure in the hurricane months. The English har-
bour at Antigua is safer from storms, but more 
liable to sickness. 
• During the operations of this short campaign, a 
circumstance occurred, which we , deem it our 
duty to hold up to the horror and execration of 
posterity; the fact is undenied, even by the French, 
and *proved by the most credible witnesses now 
living. 	. 	 . 

When the gallant and much-lamented Colonel 
Pakenham made an attack on the enemy's post at 
the Windmill, he was met by the French with such. 
superior numbers, that he was compelled to re-
treat, leaving some -wounded men in their posses-
sion. . The French, knowing that• the post .would 
be again assaulted, which it ;was on the following 
morning,• had left it during the night; setting fire 
to the houses and sheds. ' Our detachment entered, 
and found the bodies of their .gallant wounded 
countrymen .half-burned; seven British soldiers in 
their regimentals, taken prisoners, burnt to death • 
by these worse than cannibals ! Captain Goldrisk, 
of the light dragoons, was present, and bears wit- 
ness to the horrible,fact. 	"The victims lay," he 
says, ." when found, some with their heads, some 
with their arms burnt off; nor was it likely that. 
they were dead when brought in, or that they had 
all died of their wounds in the course_ of a few. 
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hours?'. 	Captain Goldrisk mentioned the circum- 
stance to a French officer, the next day,. wto 
peevishly replied, " Blamez- celui qui a tort." . We 
have recorded this ,transaction more " in sorrow 
than in anger." . Every Frenchman of:the present 
day, we are sure; will be ashamed of it : none in 
future will ever imitate it. 	The thanks of both 
houses of parlianient were voted to the admiral, 
captains, officers, seamen, and marines, employed 
on the expedition.  

On the • 23d of January, while the Jason and 
Cleopatra, frigates of thirty-two guns, and Hazard; 
sloop of war, commanded by the Captains William 
Maude, S. I. Pechell, and William Cameron, were 
cruising off Guadaloupe, they fell in with another 
of the enemy's frigates bound for the relief of these'  
islands with troops and provisions. The Cleopatra, 
being the nearest ship, was the first in action. 
The enemy ran under a small battery near Cabs 
Terre, and came to an anchor close to the shore. 
Captain Pechell followed, and anchored alongside 
of him,.and shot away his spring, when the French-
man swung round and exposed himself to the 
raking fire of the Cleopatra. Having engaged him 
in this manner for forty minutes, the Jason and 
Hazard came up and joined in the fight, when the 
frigate surrendered to superior numbers. 	She 
proved to be La Topaze, of forty-four guns, eighteen 
pounders, and three hundred and fifty* men; one 
hundred troops ; and one thousand one hundred 
barrels of flour. Such was the success and actiyity 
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of our cruisers, that almost every vessel which 
sailed from France, for the relief of the islands, 
fell into .our -hands. 	 . 

In the month of February, Captain Hugh Pigott, 
in the Latona, was watching a French frigate lying 
in the Saiptes, into which she had escaped from 
Guadaloupe, ton the night of the 8th, loaded ,with 
colonial produce, and bound to France. 	Finding 
in the morning that she,had sailed, Captain Pigott 
proceeded to the Mona Passage,; and ,falling in 
with the Superieure ,and Asp, British sloops :of 
war, he learned that ;the former had engaged a 
French frigate the night before, without being 
Able to arrest her flight. 	,Captain Pigott conti- 
nued his pursuit, and the next day be had the 
.satisfaction of seeing ,the gallant paptaip Ferric, 
in the Superieure, again alongside ,cf the same 
frigate, in close action; the I,atona, from bad sail- 
ing, was considerably to leeward. 	Soon after, ,tw,o 
square-rigged, ships hove in sight on the weather 
bow of the enemy, one of them kept the prifate 
signal flying a considerable time, which was an-
swered by the Superieure; these prOvpd to be the 
Horatio and Driver. 	About one p. M. the Horatio 
brought ,the enemy to action, which Captain Pigott 
saw from the maintop of the Latona, whence he had 
a distinct view, the upper part of their hulls being 
visible from his deck". 	The Horatio Was throwing 
in stays under the stern of the Frenchman, raking 
him with very great effect; but was unfortunately, 
by a' flow of wind, prevented coming round and 
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remained some time exposed to the fire of ,the 
French frigate, which, in her turn, raked her op-
ponent, cleared her quarter-deck, and shot away 
her three topmasts, after which both ships engaged 
broadside to broadside on the same tack. At this 
time the Latona was about five or six miles to lee-
ward, and the Horatio completely disabled, having 
no sail which she could set, her mainyard shot 
away in the slings, her foresail in tatters, and her 
topmasts hanging over the side. 

The Superieure; in the mean rime, was gallantly 
engaging the enemy, raking him with repeated 
broadsides, and running away to 	re-load 	'his l, 
guns ; nothing could be finer than the conduct of 
Captain Ferrie, in this little vessel. 	The Driver, 
sloop of war, was also in. company, but in fact 
of no use. 	This vessel bad been repeatedly and 
in vain called into action by the Horatio and Su-
perieure; signals and verbal orders were alike dis-
regarded. 

' The enemy, perceiving that his capture was in-
evitable, unless he could escape before the Latona 
came up, and at the same time being too much 
disabled to come to the wind, attempted to cross 
her bow, by running away large, with topmast and 
top-gallant-studdingsails and royals set, leaving 
the Horatio a perfect wreck to windward. 	He 
very gallantly opened his fire on the Latona;  
and Captain Pigott received two irregular broad- 

   
  



376 . 	 . 	WEST INDIES. 	 [1809. 

sides before he returned a shot, when.• being 
at last 'within ,such a 'distance' as to ensure the 
efficacy of his own fire, he. gave him into his lar- 
Jaoard bow two broadsides, doublesshcitted ; by 
which time he had got so far a-head of the enemy 
as to be forced to wear, and renew ,the action on 
the larboard, tack. 	Passing again under her lee, he 
gave her one more broadside, which brought- the 
French frigate's masts over the side. 	Captain 
Clarridge, in the Driver; now ventured up; and 
while the Latona• (whose boats had been stove) 
was, preparing to board.  the prize, he sent and. took 
out the French first lieutenant, whom he conveyed 
on board the Horatio. On joining.  cothpany; Cap-
tain Pigott went on board, and found Captain 
Scott severely wounded, and the ship in so disabled 
a state as to be perfectly unmanageable. Her main- 
mast.fell shortly after. 	- 
. 	Captain Scott gave Captain Pigott, orders to 
keep company' with him, to take charge of the . 
prize, and rig her juryinasts ; and the three.ships 
having been temporarily refitted, proceeded to 
Halifax. 	This we believe to be as accurate .and 
impartial an accint of that action as can be found. 
It differs a little from others, but we have, merely 
placed captain Pigott in his . proper pOsitiOn, 
without taking away from the merits of Captain 
• Scott and the. Horatio.. 	. 

The loss on, board the Junon was very great, one 
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hundred and thirty men were killed or wounded; 
the' gallant captain, Augustin Rousseau, expired 
soon after* the action froth the wounds he had re- 
ceived. 	The lois on board the Horatio was seven 
killed; the captain, first lieutenint, boatswain, and 
fourteen men badly wounded, and nine slightly 
wounded : the Latona had also six men slightly 
wounded: la proof that the- enemy did not surren-
der withOut an honourable resistance.- 
1 • Captain. Scott is now'one!of the colonels of the 
royal marines; but has never recovered the entire 
use of 'his arm. 
I When the British troops had been put in pos-
session of Martinique, the French garrison was 
embarked on board the Belleisle, of seventy-four 
guns, and the Ulysses, forty-fouf, with seven Sail 
of transports. 	Commodore Cockburn, having the 
Captain-general and all his staff embarked on board 
the Belleisle, proceeded to Europe, agreeably to 
the terms of the capitulation, to land the prisoners 
44 France, and to receive as many British prisoners 
in return, rank for rank. 	 . . 

On the' 23d • of April, the Commodore anchored 
in Quiberon Bay, with the Ulysses, and convoy. 

-Colonel Boyer, - chief of the staff taken on the 
island, was immediately sent with a letter from 
the.Captain-generafto the Minister of the marine, 
and another from Commodore Cockburn to the 
same personage, stating the circumstances under 
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which they had arrived. 	The boat which landed 
Colonel.  Boyer, in the Morbihan, brought a note 
from him, stating that an officer was waiting there 
for the arrival of the prisoners, with full, powers to 
treat for their exchange. 	The word " treat" was 
understood to conceal some, chicanery, by which, 
the enemy were to gain possession' of their men, 
without returning ours. 	The capitulation of Mar- 
tinique had been received in France previously to 
our arrival, or how should an officer have been 
"waiting for us with full powers?" and had there 
been any honourable intention of fulfilling the 
treaty, an equal number of British prisopers would 
have been prepared to embark. 	" Treating" had 
ended at Martinique before the men had laid down 
their arms. 	We must therefore relate one more 
instance of the falsehood of Napoleon. 

Monsieur Redan, the .commissioner, soon ap-
peared, covered with silver lace and smiles; he 
approached and saluted the Commodore, after 
which he pronounced some flattering eulogiums 
oq the valour and generosity of England, particu-
larly of her navy; and did not fail to, claim a large 
share of those qualities for the great Napoleon, and 
the French nation. 	So earnest :was Monsieur 
Redan to begin the work of exchange, that he pro-
posed immediately disembarking the prisoners; 
but the Commodore was in no such hurry. 	He 
observed to Monsieur Redan, that he (the Com- 
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modore) would proceed up the bay, nearer to the 
town, for the purpose of more ready communica-
tion ; and in the mean time the Ulysses, com- 
`manded .  by the Honourable Warwick Lake, and 
Cossack, Captain G. Digby, should remain off 
Hedic, with the transports. ' This was of course 
agreed to, under the stipulation also provided by 
the Commodore, that during any delay of nego- 

4tiation, the British squadron and the prisoners 
"should be supplied with such refreshments as 'they 
'might require after their long ioyage and arduous 
services, 
I,' , 	On the'following day, the Commissioner again 
appeared,  with a joyful countenance : 	" Allons, 
'Monsieur le Commodore, touts est arrangee." 
" I am glad to hear it," said the Commodore, 
" but where are the two thousand four hundred 
'Englishmen in exchange for as many French- 
Men." 	" Je les ai dans ma poche," replied the 
flippant Commissary. 	The Commodore looked 
very grave, and returned no answer to this imper-
tinent familiarity; while Monsieur Redan handed 

'from his pocket a list of three thousand seven 
( hundred Englishmen, whom he pretended had 
'been liberated by French cruisers, observing that 
-thel Commodore would no doubt redeem the ho- 
.notir of his country by taking up these receipts; 
and then with the most unparalleled effrontery he 
added, " When Monsieur Le Commodore has put 
on shore the whole garrison of Martinique, he will 
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Still be indebted to the French goiernment one 
thousand 'three hundred men !" It is very easy to. 
suppose the kind of answer given to this insolent 
Frenchman, who affected or perhaps really felt 
some surprise that his proposals were rejected 
with contempt. 	He entreated, however, that the 
Commodore would wait the return, of a courier 
from Paris; this "was granted ; and in the mean 
time a constant and vigilant guard was kept on the 
motions of the prisoners: At the end.of four days, 
an answer arrived from the Minister of the marine, 
repeating the former rejected proposals, *as a:sine 
qua non; and Monsieur Redan intimated, that un-
less these terms were acceded to, all farther corn:- 
munication with the shore was to be interdicted. 
Turning with indignation from the agent of a go, 
vernment so faithless, and which could thus cruelly 
forsake its, servants in the hour of extreme distress;  
the Commodore ordered the signal to be made to 
weigh: it was instantly complied with; and as the 
squadron moved out of the bay, it was followed by 
numerous boats, in which were the wives, the pa-
rents, the children, of many Of the unhappy pri-
soners, ,in a state of grief which it would be vain 
to attempt to describe. 	The poor men, afraid to 
trust each other, shouted, with ill dissembled joy, 
" Vive Napoleon !" 	This was the magnanimous 
and humane -Emperor, who consigned his soldiers 
" to the confinement of hideous pontons ;" and se-
parated them, at least in this world, ,from all that 
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renders life worth retaining. 	Look, after this, at 
the termination of his- captivity, and say, 'whether 
the decree of Providence was not founded in justice: 
' 'These brave fellows were the sad remains of 
eight thousand 'soldiers and sailors, who; within' 
the six years then expired, had fought, and bled, 
and !died, in the pestilential climate of the West 
Indies, for the honour of the despot, and the ad-
vantage of their country.. " 

The Belleisle and her convoys  reached Spithead 
early in May. 	The prisoners on board the trans-
ports made no- effort to' rise' and take the ships, 
though in numbers three hundred' to fourteen 
Englishmen. 

This little narrative is recommended to 	the 
serious perusal of those who may have read the 
aspersions of Monsieur Dupin. • That able writer 
has accused us of treating our prisoners with 
cruelty. 	The Author was himself an eye-witnesg 
to the whole transaction; from the first shot being 
fired againSt the island of Martinique; until . the 
arrival of the Belleisle at Spithead. 	If there was 
rigour in our mode of treatment; if the French had 
cause to complain of a long captivity, whom had 
they•to blame but their own Baal, the god of their 
idolatry ? . The garrison . of Martinique was con-
derfined by Napoleon to five• years' confinement in 
our pontons or receptacles for prisoners.. 

At the same time that our land and sea forced 
were employed in the reduction, of Martinique, 
and the other islands of the enemy in the Caribbean 
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sea, Captain James Lucas Yea, in the Confiance, 
expelled the French from the settlement of Cay- 
enne, on the continent of South America. 	The 
_command on that station was at that period held 
by Rear-admiral Sir Sidney Smith, who had. fol-
lowed the court of Portugal soon after its migra-
tion from Europe. After the treatment which the 
house of Braganza had experienced from.  the 
French, they had no wish. to have them for neigh-,  
bours in their new habitations ; a force was there-
fore detached by the Rear-admiral, and placed 
under the enterprising Captain Yeo, so distill.-
guished by his conduct at Muros, and the capture 
of the Confiance, the ship he now commanded. 

Having in conjunction with Lieutenant-colonel 
Manuel Marques, and Some Portuguese land and 
sea forces, taken possession on the 8th of Decem-
ber (1808), of the district of Oyapcih, and on the 
15th of the same month, of that of A pesaque,.Cap-,  
tain Yeo proceeded with the Lieutenant-colonel to 
attack the settlement of Cayenne, with the Con-
fiance, accompanied by the Voader and Infant°, 
two Portuguese sloops of war, and some smaller 
vessels., which contained' five hundred and fifty 
Portuguese troops. 	On,  the morning of the 6th Of 
January, he landed these, together. with eighty 
seamen and marines, at the mouth of the river 
Mahuree. 	Captain Yeo took upon himself the 
business of 'storming the principal forts which 
defended the approach. 	Fort Diamond fell into 
his hands.; it mounted two twenty-four pounders) 

   
  



1809.1 ' 	 SOUTH AMERICA. 	 na 
and one nine pounder,. with fifty men. In this .at, 
tack Lieutenant John Read, of the royal marines, 
was mortally, and six of his men badly, wounded: 
Major Perito, Portuguese service,' with a detach.. 
meat, had, at the same time, with equal gallantry, 
taken the fort of Grand Cane. 	Advancing up the 
river the Captain took two more forts, one-on each 
bank, commanding each other ; these cost. him a 
struggle, and great loss. 	After his small vessels 
had encountered the fire of the, enemy's artillery 
for some time, the calibre of the cutters. (the 
only vessels which could approach), being but 
four pounders, he determined to storm, which he 
did with perfect success, taking the forts, and se- 
curing the guns. 	The- enemy retreated and ral- 
lied, and were again defeated, until the British 
and their allies had advanced to the.  strongest 
position, the residence of that monster, Victor 
Hugues, whose name and crimes stand recorded in 
this work. The most obstinate resistance was of-
fered, and flags of truce sent by Captain Yed were 
disregarded or fired on,: finding they had to deaL 
with a ferocious wild beast rather' than a human-
being, our brave fellows left their field-pieces in a 
ditch, and with their pikes and bayonets advanced 
into the Governor's house, taking his artillery, , 

41' driving every man into the woods, and levelling 
the habitation to the ground. Victor Hugues seeing 
that,. notwithstanding his superiority , of. numbers 
and local advantages, he was overmatched in va-
lour, surrendered the colony and city of Cayenne, 
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and the British and Portuguese flags were dis-
played on the forts. Four hundred of the enemy's 
troops laid down their arms on the parade, and 
were immediately embarked ,on board the British 
vessels : at the same time, six hundred militia;.and 
two hundred blacks, who had been embodied and 
trained with them, delivered in their arms. 

Captain Yeo, on this occasion,• afforded a con-
vincing proof, how much might • be achieved by 
an allied force, when prudently conducted. 	Colo-
nel Marques, and all the Portuguese officers and 
men, naval and military, behaved like. Britons. 
Lieutenant (now Captain W. H.) Mulcaster, first 
of the Confiance, and Lieutenant Samuel Blythe, 
were distinguished by their bravery, and the good 
example they set, which was followed by all their 
countrymen. 	The conquest of this extensive set= 
Clement was another severe blow to the " 'com-
merce and colonies" of the insolent Napoleon. 

From Martinique, the British land and sea forces; 
in the month of April, steered for the Saintes, where 
a squadron of three French ships of the line, and. 
two frigates, had taken up an 'anchorage. 	These 
ships lead been sent out for the relief of Martinique;' 
but finding the island was taken, had repaired tot 
the -Saintes, as the only place of safety remaining' 
to them in the Windward Islands. 	Lieutenant's 4 
general Maitland found means to render even this' 
asylum insecure; for having landed a .body of 
troops, in conjunction and 'with the assistance of.' 
Captain Beaver,• of -the Acasta, he got possession-  • 
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of the islands,. which it appears had been again re- 
taken. 	The French squadron now began to move 
again; but the three outlets ,of the anchorage were 
so guarded by our ships, that it was long .before 
they could make . up their determination which 
way to run. 	Sir Alexander Cochrane was in the 
Neptune, of ninety-eight guns, off the south-west 
passage, when the signal was made at half. past 
nine in the evening, that the enemy had• put to 
sea. 	The Rear-admiral instantly closed with the 
Porn*, Captain Fahie : the night was extremely 
dark ; . and great was the anxiety of the Rear-ad-
miral, lest the number of ships left behind at the 
Saintes. should be more than a match for the gar-
rison under General Maitland. The Neptune; how-
ever, pursued her course; and as one of the French 
ships passed, received her fire, and had one man 
killed; and four wounded. 	At daylight the eneJ 
my's squadron was seen flying under a crowd of 
sail, the Porn* coming up with them; and Cap-
tain.Napier, in the Recruit brig, of eighteen guns, 
actually firing into and receiving the fire of a French 
ship 0 the line, endeavouring to disable her by 
firing at het masts and rigging. 	Captain Fahie 
had brought these ships to action on the night of 
the 14th of April, when Sir Alexander Cochrane 

- first perceived they had escaped. 	One of them 
received two broadsides from the Porn*, with-
out returning a gun, and had gained considerably 
on her before daylight. 	At five o'clock the next 
day, the Pomp& had run the Neptune out of sight 

vox,. Iv. 	 2 C 
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from . the mast-head ; the Latona and ,Caitor still 
keeping up in pursuit of the enemy, who had ie.-
parated, and one ship of the line was now the ob- 
ject of pursuit. 	The chase continued with great 
spirit the whole of the 16th ; and as the night was 
dark, and the high land of Porto Rico bounded the 
horizon a-head, it was extremely difficult to keep 
sight of the stranger: this was however done. 	At 
half past three in the morning of the 17th, Captain 
Roberts, in the Castor, of thirty-two guns, suc-
ceeded in bringing him to action; when the enemy 
yawing to give his broadside, the Pompee ranged 
up, and a regular fight commenced between 'these 
two noble ships, which lasted till a quarter past 
five : at this moment both ships were wrecks in 
rigging and sails, within their own length of each 
other, the Pompee nearly unmanageable, the enemy 

-entirely so, when she hauled down her colours, 
having fought with valour, and surrendered with 
honour. 	She was called Le D'Hautpoule, was a 
remarkably fine ship (quite new) of seventy-four 
guns, and six hundred and eighty men, commanded 
by Captain Armand Le Duc : she lost in the action 
between .eighty and, ninety meh in killed and 
wounded. 	The loss on board our ships was— 

Killed. 	Wounded. 	 Killed. 	Wounded, 

Pomp& 	 9 	30 	Neptune 	 1 	• • 	4 
Castor 	 1 	6 	Recruit 	 0 	• • 	1 

When we look back to the horrors which had 
desolated the island of St. Domingo, to the hard-. 
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ships and sacrifice's endured by the troops, to the • 
vigorous and determined resistance offered by the 
infuriated blacks, and to the exterminating wars 
which they had for eighteen years carried on 
against the French, we shall probably excite the 
astonishment of our readers by telling them, that 
the city of St. Domingo, once the capital of the 
Spanish part of the island, contained, in 18Q9, a 
French garrison; which, without a foot of land 
.outside of its walls, had continued to maintain 
itself against a host of enemies. 	To the English 
by sea, and the Negroes by land, were now added 
the Creole Spaniards, who, having been deprived 
of their legitimate rights by the treaty of Basle, in 
which their side of the island was ceded to France, 
now took up arms to regain theif lost freedom. 

Vice-admiral , Rowley, commander-in-chief on 
the . Jamaica station, and Major-general Carmi-
chael, having been made thoroughly acquainted 
with the state of the gariison of St: • Domingo, 
which had endured a siege for eight months, de-
termined to send a British force which should be 
sufficient to deprive. them of a hope by 'resistance, 
and to expel the last of the French from 'the island. 
The _troops were commanded by Major-general 
Carmichael, in person; the naval force by Captain 
Cumby, of the Polyphemus, of sixty-four guns, 
who had under his orders the Aurora frigate, and 
a number of sloops and small vessels conveying 
troops and artillery. 	The landing of the soldiers, 
and the appearance of the ships of war before the 
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city, offered a sufficient justification; uhder existing 
circumstances, to surrender the- place ; and the 
French general sent out a flag of truce, with terms. 
of capitulation, which were very soon finally' iv 
ranged. The treaty was signed on the 7th of JulYi 
General Barquier,-and his garrison, with all such 
French or Spaniards-as chose to retire, were con4 
veyed to the places agreed on or required. 	Thud 
terminated the existence of 'the French power ,in: 
the ill-fated island of Hispaniola. 

To what acts of daring enterprise our seamen and 
marines might not have been led by their officers; 
bad'the war continued, no human 'mind can calcul 
late. 	One deed of valour stimulated another;,  and 
each seemed outdone by its -successor. 	Such was' 
the terror of their name, that the enemy in -every 
direction fled before our boats, whenever they ap4 
proached the coast, and gave up their towns and 
their vessels an easy prey'to the victors. 	• 	i . 

The boats of the Blonde, Falcon, and Scorpion, 
under the command of Lieutenant Richardson, 
boarded'a French privateer, which, to avoid their 
pursuit, Fad run on shore in a bay, between two 
batteries, on the island of Guadaloupe. 	Captaiii 
Volant Vashon Ballard, the officer commanding the 
blockade, was a witness to their valour: The' cross 
fire of the enemy's great guns could riot deter 
them, not the musketry from the bushes oir, the 
water side ; they got on board, and being satisfied; 
that the vessel was bilged by 	on the rocksi 
they left her full of water. 
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.Captain Hugh ,Cameron, in the. Hazard. slOop.  

of. war, blockading Point-a-Pitre, in the same 
island, saw an enemy's privateer schooner moored 
under .the battery of St. Mary. 	He stood in, with 
the; Pelorus in . company, and while both vessels 
were engaged with the fort, the boats, under the 
command. of, Lieutenants Robertson and . Flinn, 
boarded, and found her moored to the shore with 
chains-from the mast-head and each quarter. 	The 
enemy, from the battery and the bushes, with the 
crew; of the privateer, kept up an incessant fire o 
round, grape, and musketry, but without checking 
the ardour of the assailants, who, in defiance of an 
enemy,only a few yards from them, concealed in 
the, bushes, ,drove out the crew of the privateer, 
and ,set her on fire. 	She soon after blew up. She 
had one long eighteen-.pounder; was one hundred 
tons burden, quite new ; 	and .appeared to. :be 
manned with from eighty to one hundred men. 
'she loss on our side was fifteen killed and wounded. 

In. the course of : the blockade of the island, i 
Captain Ballard had to report another act of ,ii, 
trepidity performed by the Captains Miller,, of the 
Thetis, and Elliot, of the Pultusk, with their officers 
and men. 	A French corvette was seen lying in a 
port called Les Hayes. 	Captain Miller ordered 
Captain Elliot, with the marines of the Pultusk, 
Achates, and Bacchus, and a party of seventy-five. 
seamen, to land, to pass through a thick and path-
less wood, to take the fort in the rear ; while the 
Thetis guarded the place in front. 	It was dark 
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befOre the party had accomplished the object of 
getting into ttie fort, driving out the garrison of 
three hundred men, and turning the guns upon the• 
privateer which one moment before considered ,  
herself under its safe protection. She surrendered 
immediately. Captain Elliot left Mr. N. Belchier; 
first of the Thetis, to destroy the battery, which 
he effected. 	Lieutenant Carr was also,  equally 
distinguished ,liand the whole party returned with 
their prize; having only four Englishmen slightly 
wounded. 	The vessel was called Le Nisus : she 
had recently, arrived from L'Orient, with a cargo. 
of provisions for the island, which she had landed, 
and received ,on bbard a lading of coffee. 	On 
entering the enemy's battery, Captain Elliot was 
personally engaged with the centinel, whom he 
shot with a pistol, and received at the same time 
,a, severe contusion by a blow with the' butt-end of 
the man's musket. 

The last gallant action, and glorious death, of 
Captain John Shortland, require to be particularly 
noted, as affording a bright example to the British 
navy, and, are recorded as a just tribute to the 
memory of a departed naval hero. 

We have related the capture of the Junon by 
the Latona. 	On her arrival at Halifax, she was • 
taken 	into 	the service, refitted, manned, and 
equipped, as well as the means'of the admiral on 
the station ',would admit, and the command of her 
given to Captain Shortland, who sailed on a.cruise 
in the month of September. 	On the 13th of De- 
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cember, in the neighbourhood of puadaloupe,' he 
fell in with four large frigates, who hying Spanish 
colours flying, and answering the private signals 
established between the British and Spanish navies, 
Captain Shortland stood towards them in perfect' 
confidence of their being friends ; nor did he dis-i 
cover 'his error until within gun-shot, when .the 
strangers, shewin 	French colours, poured in a 
broadside, killed the man at the helm, and  the 
Junon fell on board of one of the frigates. 	The 
others closed round her, and all chance of escape 
was gone. 	Resolved, however, to -sell his ship as 
dearly as possible, Captain Shortland, with a crew 
of only two hundred men, prepared to board the 
enemy, but was repulsed with slaughter, as were 
the Frenchmen, who rushed in numbers to the 
gangways of the Junon. 	Mr. Greene, and ten or 
twelve men, fell dead by a discharge of grape. 
Captain Shortland was soon after conveyed below 
senseless, and mortally wounded. 	Lieutenant 
Deecker, who had but recently recovered from his 
wounds, when captured .in theCarnation, now had 
to contend against this mighty force, but.every man 
on deck being disabled, he had no choice but to 
submit to his hard destiny, and become once more 
a prisoner, severely wounded. 	Ninety of his men 
were killed or wounded ; and the ship so much 
disabled, that the enemy were forced to burn her. 
The Observateur; a British sloop of war, was in 
company; but being convinced that she also would 
have fallen, had she come into action, the gallant. 
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Shortland dispatched her t9 acquaint Sir Alexander , 
Cochranewitli the event. The names of the enemy,'s. 
frigates 	which-  effected this capture were,. La 
Renommee, La Clorinde, La Seine, and La Loire : 
the two first were of forty-four guns; the two last, 
"of the same size, but ' armee en flute,' and all of 
them with troops on board. 	The Junon is said to 
have gone down with the British pendant at her mast, 
head. 	Her brave and lamented captain survived. 
his numerous wounds six weeks, and died at sick-. 
quarters in the island of Guadaloupe. Lieutenant; 
Samuel B. Deecker was immediately promoted, and' 
in 1814 was advanced to the rank of post-captain. 
How the French became possessed of the private 
signals by which they deceived Captain Shortlandl 
our readers will have no difficulty in devising, , 
given, as they must have been, to men who were.  
insensible to the high. honour of their trust—to the 
degenerate Spaniards,. who Would have admitted 
the French into Cadiz. 

Captain Weatheral, -in the Observateur; made, 
the best of his way to Fort Royal bay, Martinique; 
where he did not arrive before the 25th of Decem-
ber, .He communicated to Sir Alexander Cochrane, 
by signal, the fate of the- Junon, and the force of 
the enemy. 	The Admiral immediately proceeded, t 
to sea, and learning that the French frigates were 
at ,anchor about three leagues to the northward of .  
Basseterre, in the island of Guadaloupe, he steered 
directly for them,, and found two of them closely 
watched,,by Captain John, Ballard, in the Sceptre, 
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of seventy-four` guns ; the Blonde, of thirty-eight-
guns, Captain V. V. Ballard; Thetis, of thirty-eight • 
guns, Captain G. Miller; Freya,' of thirty-six; Cas-
tor, thitti-two ; Cygnet, Hazard, and Ringdove, 
sloops -of war, ready to attack them; nor could the' 
Admiral in the Porn*, from light and baffling 
winds, get his ship into action until the two frigates 
and the batteries which defended the anchorage, 
were , completely destroyed. 	The brunt of the 
action was borne by the Blonde and Thetis,' by their 
being a-hedd of the other ships. One of the French 
frigates was very soon dismasted, when the men 
began to desert their ships, and set fire to them.. 
On' seeing this, Captain Hugh Cameron, of the 
Hazard, with the boats of the squadron, gallantly 
landed and stormed the batteries, which still kept 
up a fire on our ships, both with guns and mus- 
ketry. 	In striking the colours of the fort with his 
own hands, the brave Cameron received a shot in 
his breast, which instantly proved mortal. 	Lieu- 
tenant Jenkins, first of the Blonde, was also killed, 
with six seamen and marines. of that ship ; and 
seventeen were wounded. Captains V. V. Ballard, 
and George Miller, of the Blonde and Thetis, were 
much distinguished in this affair : the ' Thetis had 
only six men wounded. Captain Dix, of the Cyg-
net, was also mentioned with high approbation. The 
ships destroyed were, the Loire and the Seine, of 
forty-four guns each. _Their triumph over the gal-
lant Shortland, and theJunon, was of short duration. 

Captain Edward Hawker, in the Melampus, 

   
  



394 	 EAST INDIES. 	 11809. 

captured Le Bernais, a brigof war of sixteen guns; 
and one hundred and nine men, after a chase of 
twenty-eight hours. 	She was, like all the others 
from France, loaded with provisions for the islands. 
Captain B. Walker, of the Rosamond, took one of 
exactly similar dimensions, with the same suns, 
men, and lading, after a chase of ' thirty-eight 
hours. 	She was called Le Papillon. 

Rear-admiral William O'Brien Drury, who com-
manded his Majesty's squadron in the East Indies, 
sent a detachment of two frigates and nine .com-
panies' cruisers, under the orders of Captain John 
Wainwright, of La Chiffone, of thirty-six guns, 
into the Persian, gulf, to repress the ravages, and 
punish the insolence of the pirates. 	The manner 
in which the gallant officer executed his orders, 
and supported the interests of his country, and 

-the honour of her flag in that distant region, should 
render his memory dear to. England. 	Captain 
Wainwright took with him a. small,detachment of 
troops under the command of Lieutenant-colonel 
Smith. He arrived off Ras al Khyma, on the a:fter 
noon of the 11th of November, 1809, but the shoal-
ness of the water prevented even the small vessels 
approaching the town nearer than a distance of two 
miles. A British merchant ship called the Minerva; 
was burnt by the pirates the same evening. 	The 
gun-boats and small craft, on the 12th, cannonaded 
the town for three hours, and also on the 13th, while 
Lieutenant Leslie, of the Chiffone, with two gun-
boats and a party of seapoys, made a false attack 
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on the north. 	The principal effort .was made on 
the south. 	Colonel Smith, with his whole de-, 
tachment, assisted by Captain Wainwright, and 
all the seamen and marines who could be spare& 
from the ships, made good his landing, entered 
the town, and drove out the enemy; while the 
gun-b.oats poured in 'a heavy discharge of grape-4 
shot upon them, and completed their defeat.: Bea 
fore four o'clock every vessel in the harbour, and 
all the public storehouses, were in flames. Captains 
Gordon, of the Caroline, of thirty-six guns, aCcom-. 
panied Captain Wainwright on this service, which, 
was executed' effectually with very trifling loss 
on our side, and serious damage to the enemy, all 
of whose small towns on the coast. were visited; 
but there being no vessels near them, the squadron 
proceeded to Luft, near the island of Kishma. 
. When Captain Wainwright had assembled his 

whole force, he endeavoured for twenty-four hours, 
but without effect, to bring . the inhabitants td 
reasonable terms: he anchored the sloops of war 
off the town, within musket shot, and landed with 
the troops, marines, and §eamen. 	Advancing to 
the gate of -the fort, they attempted to force it; 
but the enemy opened a very heavy and destructive 
fire. 	The sloops of war and gun-boats then bow,  
barded the fort with such success, that the governor 
agreed to, give it up on the following day to the 
English in favour of the Imaum of Muscat. In the 
mean time, the 'seamen in' the gun-boats burned 
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eleven— piratical vessels 	lying in 	the harbour. 
Having thus :chastised these freebooters, Captaiq. 
Wainwright received from the Admiral, the highest 
marks of his approbation.  

The islands of France and Bourbon, were now 
all -that remained to the French, eastward of, the 
Cape 'of Good Hope. 	The shelter afforded to 
shipping, and the resources possessed by the first 
of these islands, for equipment and victualling 
ships of war, and privateers, had enabled the en-
terprising Fretich officers to do incalculable in, 
jury to our Indian commerce. 	The successes of 
De Sercey,:of Linois, of Bergeret, and Du Perreei  
were in a great measure owing to the facilities 'with 
which. they made good the defects of their ships at 
Port Louis. 	In 1809, when the depredations, of 
our enemies had exceeded all bounds ; when our;  
navy, though triumphant, could not correct the 
evil?, either by blockade, or by bringing their ships, 
to. action, the British government in India con-
sidered . the subject as worthy of its , attention, 
The state of politics, on the Indian peninsula, and, 
the perfect subjection of the native powers, enabled 
the Governor-general to spare such a body of troops 
as would, when seconded by our ships of war j  
ensure. to us a footing on these islands, and thus 
deprive.,the French cruisers of all 'Support from 
their.settlemepts. 	As a preparatory step to these 
measures, Vice-admiral Bertie, who commanded 
on the Cape of Good Hope station, was directed 
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to enforce a vigorbus blockade. 	Captain' {now 
Rear-admiral. Sir Josias) Rowley; was intrusted 
with' the execution of this service. 
• Colonel Keating, who commanded a strong dez 

lachment of troops on' the' island of ,  Rodrigne, 
having been informed by' Captain Rowley that 
Bourbon might *be advantageously' attacked by.'i: 
combined" operation of the' army and - Davy,-  very 
readily joined in the enterprise. 

The harbour of St. -Paul's had been long 'the 
rendezvous of the French cruisers, and their 
priZes. 	Captain Corbett, 	of the 	Sirius, 	had 
made limSelf so well acquainted with 'the 'del 

. fences of the island, that Captain Rbwley sent 
him with the Otter and Sapphire to bring down 
the troops from Rodrigue. 	The Boadicea block 
aded Port Louis, in the Isle,  of France, and.  the 
Commodore, in the Raisonable, 'of sixty-four gimsl 
assembled the squadron, on the rendeivouS, td 
windward of the island. 	The arrangements being 
completed, the land force, under Colonel Keating; 
consisting of no more - than three hundred aria 

.sixty-eight Europeans and native infantry, . were 
augtnented by a body of seamen and-  marines; 
amounting jn all to six hundred and four Men; 
and the 'squadron, joined • by the Sirius, bore U13 
after dark fdr the Isle of Bourbon. 	Approabhl 
ing the bay of St. Paul's, the men were pit on 
Shore, the batteries were stormed and.  carried, 
and the pins upon them' turned on the French 
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shipping,  in the roads. 	The British squadron at 
the same time opened its 	fire, 	and 	by nine 
o'clock in the morning, the forts, town, and 
.shipping, 	were 	in 	possession of the 	British. 
The seamen and marines employed in this attack 
on shore, were commanded by the Captains Wil-
loughby and Corbett. 

The Sirius anchored with her stern within pis-
tol-shot of the beach, and sustained the fire of the • 
batteries, a frigate, two Indiamen, and a brig. 
She never returned a shot till both her anchors 
were let .go ; the British troops then rushed on; 
and in twenty minutes every French flag was 
struck. ' The grape-Shot of the Sirius went over 
the most distant ships of the enemy; and so severe 
and. well kept up was her fire, that both the 
French and English expressed their admiration. 
She used no wads, which enabled her to load 
quicker. 

La Caroline, a French frigate of forty-four guns 
and four' hundred men, seeing the Sirius in a 
raking position, a-head of her, surrendered. 	This' 
vessel had, in the month of May, captured, off the 
Nicobar islands, the Streatham and Europe, East 
Indiamen, richly laden, and commanded by the 
Captains Dale and Gelston. . Three other India• 
Men were in company; but all were so ill manned, 
as to render resistance unavailing. 	The crevfrs 
consisted of English, Lascars, China-men, and 
Portuguese. 	All but the English rail from their 
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guns., 	The French captain having conducted his 
prizes to St. Paul's, had not been long there when 
they were retaken ; and himself and his frigate 
falling at the same time into our hands, the event 
overpowered his mind, and produced the fatal act 
of suicide. 	 .. 

The whole of the vessels in the harbour were 
brought away. 	Captain Willoughby spiked all 
the guns and mortars, burnt the gun carriages, 
and destroyed the magazines ;,, after which the 
forces were re-embarked, and returned with little 
loss to their , ships. 	 . 

On the morning of the 22d of August, the surf 
prevented much intercourse between the shipping 
and the shore, inconsequence of which, the enemy 
collected on the heights, and advanced in force 
on the town •of St. Denis, when the land and sea 
commanders determined to destroy ;the govern- 
ment stores. 	Captain Willoughby was selected. 
for this service, which he executed at the head of 
a party of marines and seamen. A large magazine, 
the only one known to be public property, was 
set on fire, and the party re-embarked : on the 
following' day they were ready to re-land, when 
the enemy sent in proposals to capitulate, which 
being accepted, the town of St. Paul's was placed 
under British' protection, during an armistice of 
three weeks : the cargoes of the Indiamen being 
reshipped, and their captains and crews re- 
instated, they 	proceeded on their 	homeward, 
Voyage. 	The number killed on our side was 
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seven, and of wounded eighteen ; among 'the latter 
were the Lieutenants.  Lloyd, of the navy, , and 
Howden, of the marines, belonging to the Raison-
able ; and Lieutenant Pye; of the marines, belong- 
ing to the Boadicea. 	. 

In the month of November, La Bellone; another 
French frigate of forty-four guns, commanded by 
Captain. Du Puree, captured off the 'sandheads, 
near the mouth of the Ganges, the Victor, a British 
sloop of war, of sixteen guns, commanded by Cap-
tain Stopford, who defended his ship.  for thirty-
five minutes, and attempted to board his enemy; 
but failing in that, and his ship being completely 
disabled, he was forced to submit. 	On the 11th 
of the same month, La Bellone also captured the 
Portuguese frigate Minerva, of fifty guns, after a 
severe action. 

The history of. South America since the expul- 
Sion of the British army in1807, offers little that 
could reasonably be brought within the limits of 
this work. 	Buenos Ayres, after the departure -Of 
our forces, became, in natural consequence, the 
scene of discord and intrigue. Liniers, its success-
ful defender, aspired to the head of the goiernment,. 
With the title of Viceroy, and desired to place 
the provinces under the protection of Bonaparte : 
this the.  chief men among the colonists resisted; 
but the artful Frenchman got possession of their 
persons, and sent them out of the country to a 
place of security. Buenos Ayres owned his autho-.  
rity for a time, but Monte Video resisted, and a 
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ci.vil t war raged with fury on the banks of the Rio 
de la Plata. 	 _ 

A few political events of secondary importance 
will close the, year 1809. 	With some of them the 
peace and welfar4 of England were apparently in.-
volyed, and .an awful crisis. approached, in which 
the fate of the British empire was to be decided. 

The insolent Napoleon, swoln with conquest, au- 
,nounced to his senate the conclusion of " the fourth 
punic war." This war had been raised against him 
after the battle of Austerlitz, and concluded with 
the peace of Erfurth. The conquest of the Illyrian 
provinces had extended his empire as far as the 
river Saave, giving him a command of the eastern 
coast of the Adriatic, and the Levant, .with the 
power of treating the Ottoman empire as it might 
deserve; or as she behaved towards England. Rome, 
the ancient mistress of the world, Was formally 
annexed to the imperial crown of France, and the 
unworthy descendants of those Romans who re- , 
ceived the Gauls in the' forum, travelled to Paris, 
and did homage at the footstool of a tyrant. 	This 
change in the Papal dominions was decreed from 
Bayonne in the preceding year, when the bound-
less ambition of this upstart of fortune grasped at 
once the sceptres of Austria, Prussia, Spain, Por-
tugal, and Italy.• Arrogant with repeated victories, 
intoxicated with the uninterrupted good fortune 
which for fourteen years had attended his arms, 
having long discarded every moral and religious 
feeling, Napoleon quoted the Scriptures in support 

VOL. IV. 	 / 	2 D 
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of .  his. ambition. 	In his answer to the Roman 
deputies, the poisoner of Jaffa, the murderer of 
D'Enghien, of Wright, of Palm, of Toussaint, and 
of a million of soldiers, said, " I render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's !"  

A reflecting and contemplative mind could not 
but look with deep solicitude on the prosperity of 
the wicked. The eye of faith alone could gaze un-
moved, and wait the unerring results of Divine jus- 
tice. 	England, and England alone, still stood firm 
" against the world in arms." The unhappy Gusta-
vus, the virtuous and heroic king of Sweden, was 
humbled, and driven from his throne by the in-
trigues of Bonaparte, and the treachery of his own.  

subjects. 	His adherence to the cause of England 
was his only crime. The Duke of Sudermania, who 
-succeeded him as regent, at first declared himself 
the friend of England, and the enemy of Russia, 
unless, she gave honourable terms to Sweden; but 
the power of that small kingdom was soon over-
whelmed ; Pomerania and Finland had been torn 
from her, and she was compelled to make peace on 
any terms. 	Gustavus, by a bloodless revolution, 
was deposed on the 13th of March, 1809, and his 
family are exiles from their native land. 	Sweden 
made peace with Russia in October, 1809; and with 
France early in January, 1810. She received back 
Pomerania and the principality of Rugen, on con-
dition of excluding our commerce from her ports ; 
in other words, adopting the continental system. 
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France made peace with Austria, October 15th, 

1809, upon terms most unfavourable to Great 
Britain; and in a letter on this subject, addressed 
by Napoleon to Alexander, dated Schoenbrun, 
10th October, we find the following remarkable 
passage : 	 • 

, I send your Majesty the English journals. 	You will there 
see that the English ministers are fighting amongst each other; 
there is a revolution in the ministry, and all is perfect anarchy. 
They have recently occasioned the death or destruction of from 
twenty-five to thirty thousand men, in the most horrible country 
in the world. 	It would have been just as well to have thrown 
them into the sea. 	* 	* 	* 	General Wellesley has had the 
extreme imprudence to commit himself in the heart of Spain with 
thirty thousand men, having on his flanks.three armies, consisting 
of ninety battalions, and from forty to fifty'squadrons, while he 
had in his front the army of the king, which was of equal 
force; it is difficult to conceive such an act of presumption. * * * 
The United States of America are on the worst terms with 
England ; and seem sincerely and seriously disposed to ap-
proximate to our system. 

On the 3d of Deceinber, when he addressed a 
speech to the legislative body, he prematurely 
boasted, that " he was marching on Cadiz and 
Lisbon, when forced to tread back his steps and 
plant his eagles once more on the ramparts of Vi-
enna, thus terminating in three .months.the fourth 
punic war. 	* 	* 	* 	When I shall shew myself 
beyond 	the 	Pyrenees, the frightened leopard 
(England) will fly to the ocean to _avoid shame, 
defeat, and death. 	My friendship and protection 
will, I hope, restore tranquillity and happinesS to 
Spain." 

2 D 2 
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CHAP. V. 

1.  Meeting of parliamentL-Speech from the Throne—Debates 
• on the Walcheren expedition—Vote of thanks to Lord Gam-

bier—Narrative of Lord Chatham—Resolution of the House 
—Committal of Sir Francis Burdett—Changes in ministry— 
Vigorous measures—Siege of Cadiz—Treachery of the Junta 
—Herbism of Albuquerque—Cadiz summoned to surrender-- 
Refuses—Honourable banishment and death of Albuquerque 
—Divorce of Josephine, and marriage of Napoleon with Ma-
ria Louisa—Abdication of Louis, king of Holland, and an-
nexation of that country to France—Attempt of Napoleon to 
obtain the repeal of our orders in council—Disputes with the _ 
United States of America—Death of the Crown Prince of 
Sweden—Election of Bernadotte to that station—Hostility 
of Sweden against England—War raging with renewed' fury 
in Europe--7Fruitless attempt to release the King of Spain 

_ from Valencay—Actions in the North Seas and Channel. 
2.  War on the coast of Spain—Affairs of Mediterranean—Cap-

tain Fane taken prisoner—Sicily—Action between the Spar-
tan and Neapolitan squadron—Attack on Santa Mauro— 
Siege of Cadiz—Capture of Matagordo by the French—Ar-
rival of Admirals Pickmore, Purvis, and Keats—Particulars 
of the siege—Death and charaCter of Lord Collingwood—. 

Successful enterprises of Captains Waldegrave, Hoste, and 
others.  

3.  'East Indies.—Attack on the island of Bourbon by Commo-
dore Rowley—Its reduction—Du Puree takes the Windham 
and Ceylon—Gallant action and escape of the Astell—Ob- 

. servations—Attack by Captain N. J. Willoughby, at the Point 
du Diable, and capture of Isle de la Passe by Captain Pym— 
Singular position and daring conduct of Captain Willotighby 
—Du Perree enters Port South East with his squadron—Bat-
tle of the 23d of August—Capture and destruction of four 
British frigates—Log of the Nereide—Court-martial—Noble 
defence of the Ceylon by Captain Charles Gordon—Brilliant 
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conduct of CommodOre Rowley—Capture and re-capture of 
the Africaine—Death of Captain Corbett—Capture of La Ve-
nus, and re-capture of the Ceylon—Arrival of Vice-admiral 
Bertie—Preparations to attack the Isle of France—Expe-
dition—Forces employed—Surrender of the island—Capture 
of Amboyna by Captain Tucker—of Banda by Captain Cole. 

4. West Indies.—Capture of Guadaloupe, and complete reduc-
tion of all the French islands in the Caribbean seas—Thanks 
of parliament to the, Admiral and the forces—Observations 
on the order of merit bestowed on the army, and withheld 
from the navy—Loss of the Lively, Nymphe, Pallas, and 

• Minotaur. 

, 
THE expedition to the Scheldt, unfortunate as to 
the period of its commencement, as it' had been 
fatal in its termination, confirmed ' the public in 
the. opinions which had•  been circulated upon it 
with amazing industry. The opposition was pow-
erfully assisted by the Walcheren or pokier fever, 
which, while it gave its numerous daily victims to 
the grave, increased the popular . clamour against 
the reputed authors of the national calamity. 

The accounts from the Peninsula were not more 
cheering, and the meeting of parliament was 
anxiously looked to as the only hope of saving 
the empire. 

Parliament met on the 23d of January : the 
speech from the throne recapitulated the events 
of the preceding year, in the best colours of which 
they were susceptible. The reduction of the island 
of Waicheren, the situation of Sweden, -the expul-
sion of the French from Portugal, the battle of 
Talavera, the resolution of the provisional govern-. 
ment of Spain to assemble the cortez, the recom- 
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mendation to parliament to support the cause of 
the Spaniards, and a hope that a friendly, inter: 
course might speedily be restored between. Eng-
land and .America; these were the topics which 
formed the substance of the speech. 	The address 
was moved by the Earl of Glasgow, and seconded 
by the Viscount Grimstone (now Earl of Verulam), 
who said, that although the expedition to the 
Scheldt had not succeeded in its main object, 
considerable advantages were derived, and our 
own country strengthened by the demolition of 
the. arsenal and dock-yard of Flushing. 	The ad-
dress was again opposed by the Earl of St. Vin-
cent, upon similar grounds as those of the last 
year, to which his Lordship added, the disastrous 
expedition to the Scheldt, and the retreat of Sir 
John Moore. 	To the memory of that gallant and 
lamented officer, his Lordship paid a just and ho-
nourable tribute; and concluded his .speech .by 
saying, that " it was high time parliament should 
adopt strong measures, or else the voice Of the 
country would sound like thunder in their ears.", 
Lord Grenville reprobated the conduct of ministers, 
in the delay of sending out the Walcheren expedi-
tion, till after the truce between France and Austria 
had been concluded. 	Lord Harrowby admitted 
this fact, but contended that the attack upon Ant-
werp was still of immense importance ; and that 
all danger of invasion from the Low ro'untries was 
obviated by it. 	The reader, who has attended to 
the former chapter, will know how to gppre- 
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ciate the validity of these remarks. 	The Earl of 
Mulgrave, and Viscount Sidmouth, supported the 
ministers, and challenged the most -rigorous in- 
quiry. 	The address was carried by a majority. of 
one hundred and forty-four to ninety-two. 	In the 
commons, it passed with the same success. 

On' the vote of thanks being proposed to Lord 
Gambier and the fleet in Basque Roads, Lord 
Cochrane moved for the minutes of the court-
martial on Lord Gambier, whi0 he deemed ne-
cessary, in order to enable the house to judge how 
far its thanks were deserved 15y the Commander- 
in-chief. 	This 	continued 	opposition of Lord 
Cochrane to Lord Gambier was unfortunate and 
ill-advised; it drew on him the severest censure, 
particularly from Sir Charles Hamilton, a naval 
officer of such a character, as to lead a great 
part of the country along with him. 	Our limits 
will not permit us to enter into the debates which 
took place on this occasion, although we strongly 
recommend- them to the perusal of our naval 
readers. 	The cause of Lord Gambier, after the 
honourable acquittal of a court-martial, was taken 
up almost-unanimously by the whole house. 	Sir 
Francis Burdett, and a few of his friends only, 
supported Lord Cochrane ; and. the - thanks of the 
house were voted by a majority of one hundred 
and sixty-one to thirty-nine. 	In the lords the 
vote was carried without a division. 

Having, in the preceding chapter, given a very 
full detail of the expedition to the Scheldt, and its 
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' Consequences, we come now to the discussion of 
its merits in parliament, where Lord Portchester 
moved for an inquiry into the conduct of ministers, 
for sending the fleet and army to Walcheren. 	He 
,was answered by Mr. Croker, but not to the con 
viction . of the house. 	Ministers did not shrink 
from an inquiry ; they only asked for time to pre-
pare the necessary documents. General Grosvenor 
and Sir Home Popham, who were both employed 
in the expedition, voted for the inquiry, which"was 
carried, and fixed for the 2d of. February. 

It was on this occasion, that the house of com-
mons skewed, itself the true friend and guardian of 
the navy. 	In the early part of the inquiry it ap- 
peared, that a statement of the Walcheren expedi-
tion had been privately given to the King by the 
Earl of Chatham. 	This document was supposed 

"by many to 	contain 	unjustifiable insinuations 
against the character and conduct of Sir Richard 
Strachan, with a view to injure him in the estima-
tion of his Sovereign. _ Had we been of this opi-
nion, we should have concurred in the heavy cen-
sure which was cast upon Lord Chatham ,by a 
great majority of the nation ; but as we are con: 
vinced that the noble writer anticipated the pub-
licity of the paper at the meeting of parliament, 
we are disposed to view it with more indulgence. 
The part of the transaction most to be regretted, 
was the irregular and unofficial manner in which 
the document came into the royal hands. 	'Such 
was the opinion of parliament, which, adopting 

   
  



1810.] 	DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT. 	409 
the mild amendment of Mr. Canning, came to thei  
following resolution 

That this house sees with concern the Earl of Chatham, as 
commander-in-chief of the forces in the 	expedition to the 
Scheldt, should have.been induced to present a narrative to his 
Majesty of proceedings, in which the name of au officer who 
assisted in that service was contained, without conveying it 
through the hands of the responsible servants of the crown ; 
and that such conduct ought to 'be • marked by the house as 
dangerous and pernicious to the crown. 

This discussion ended on the 45th of March, and 
on the 7th, Mr. Croker presented to the house the 
narrative of Sir Richaid Strachan, which, being a 
general statement of the facts already detailed, we 
shall 'omit to copy.* 

After having listened with the greatest attention 
to 'the vast body of evidence addliced, the house 
of commons, on the 30th of March, unanimously 
resolved, that it did not appear to that house that 
any blame whatever was imputable to the army or 
navy, in the execution of their instructions relative 
to the military and naval operations in the Scheldt. 
The conduct of ministers, with regard to the policy 
of the expedition, was approved ; as also their 
temporary retention of the island of Walcheren, 
after the fever had broken out, and after the peace 
was concluded between France and Austria. 

During the inquiry, Mr. Yorke enforced the 
standing order of the house for the exclusion of 
strangers froni the gallery. 	Mr. Gale Jones, as 

* See that, and other important documents, in Naval Chro-
nicle, for 1810. 

   
  



410 	DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT. 	[1810. 

president of a debating club, chose to indulge him-
self in some remarks on the occasion, which so 
displeased the house, that he was committed to 
Newgate. 	Sir Francis Burdett contended, that in 
taking this step, the parliament -had exceeded its 
authoriiy, and moved for the liberation of Gale 
Jones. 	The motion being negatived, Sir Francis 
addressed a letter to his constituents, denying the 
right of the house of commons to imprison the peo- 
ple of England. 	This letter being brought under 
the consideration of parliament, caused the com-
mittal of its author to the Tower. 

The ministry had undergone some changes. Mr. 
Percival succeeded the Duke of Portland, as first 
lord of the treasury and prime minister. The Mar-
quis-Wellesley became secretary of state for foreign 
affairs. 	Lord Liverpool had the war department, 
and Mr. Ryder the home. 

In the month of May, Lord Mulgrave quitted 
the admiralty, and went to the head of the ordnance, 
being succeeded in his office by the Right Honour-
able Charles Yorke. This was a change only among 
men of the same party; the friends of Mr. Pitt still 
held the government; but it was observed, that 
a new energy was infused into our councils. 	The 
recent voyage and return of the Marquis of Wel-
lesley from Spain, had given a clearer insight into 
the affairs of the Peninsula ; whereas his prede-
cessor in office had trusted to agents, by whom 
he had been grossly deceived. 	Lord Wellesley 
had not only met and freely conversed with his 

   
  



1810.1 	 SPAIN. 	 - 	411 
brother, Sir Arthur, but had gone on to Seville, 
where he had held for three months the most inti-
mate communication with the heads of the provi- 
sional government. 	With these advantages, it is 
no wonder that the -administration was enabled to 
counteract the schemes of Napoleon. 	Tlfe most 
unbounded confidence was placed in the British 
general ; and supplies of men, money, and stores, 
were forwarded to .Spain, equal to the utmost 
demands of the army. 	.. 

Terrible reverses had in the mean time over- 
whelmed that unhappy country. 	The Marquis of 
Wellesley had scarcely quitted the harbour of Ca-
diz, when the fatal battle of Ocana, fought on the 
19th of November, destroyed an army of fifty 
thousand men, many of whom were killed, and the 
others dispersed and disbanded. 	The French 
passed the Sierra Morena, and overran all the 
southern provinces. General Sebastiani took Gre-
nada, and marched on Malaga; which, though most 
valiantly defended, was at length taken ;. and the 
communication coastwise was cut off between 
the eastern and western provinces. 	Seville sur- 
rendered to deneral Victor, on the 1st of February, 
1810; and the junta fled to Cadiz, whither they 
had previously dispatched their most valuable ef- 
fects. 	Many members of that body were strongly 
suspected of treachery; and this suspicion received 
its confirmation, on their refusing to admit British 
troops into Cadiz, after the retreat of Sir John 
Moore. 	The excuse made on the occasion, was 
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" the necessity of respecting the public opinion!" 
That opinion we have proved to have been enthu- 
siastically favourable to England. 	Sir John.Cope' 
Sherbrooke, who with a considerable force was 
marching from Lisbon to Cadiz, was counter-
manded; and it was determined, that the English 
troops who might disembark in the bay, should be 
posted at San Lucar and Port St. Mary's. 	Two 
English regiments were at length admitted into 
Cadiz; and Mr. Frere at the same time was com-
manded by his Majesty, to urge the necessity of 
our being put in possession of a strong place on 
the coast, for the purpose of receiving supplies 
and reinforcements, or as a place of retreat in case 
of necessity; stating, at the same time, that should 
this' be denied, his Britannic Majesty was deter-
mined to withdraw his troops from the Peninsula, 
and leave the Spaniards to their own exertions. 
The different conduct of Portugal, her reliance on 
our faith, and its good effects, were pointed out 
to these degenerate and cowardly senators, whose 
object in flying to the sea-coast, was at once to 
secure their own personal safety, and deliver .up 
their strongest fortress and best sea-port to the 
enemies of their country and of the human race. 
Spain had then been lost but for the rapid, vigor-
ous, and unexpected march of the Duke of Albu-
querque, the worthy companion of the brave Ro-
mans. This faithful friend to his betrayed country 
fled to preserve her last hope, and with ten thou-
sand men threw himself into Cadiz : the masterly 
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stroke was the More to be applauded, as Castanos, 
who suspected the junta, had apprized the Duke 
of their designs. Albuquerque was quite convinced 
of their treachery, when he received orders to 
march with his army in an opposite direction. 
Disregarding their orders, he directed his course 
to Cadiz, which he entered on the 3d 'of February, 
only in time to save it from falling into the hands 
of Marshal Soult, who, with a powerful army, had 
nearly completed its investment. 	On the 6th, the 
French occupied St. Mary's, ROta, Puerta Real, 
Chiclana, and Medina Sidonia : King Joseph had 
his head-quarters at Port St. Mary's. 	Joseph, 
whose only fault or misfortune seems to have been 
the family connexion which raised him to a throne 
he was incapable of filling, was really a good man. 
The miserable aristocracy of Spain caused him 
to be represented on medals. as a drunkard, with 
a bottle suspended to his lips. 	There is no crime 
the Spaniards hold in greater abhorrence; and 
therefore cast the unmerited stigma on their in-' 
trusive king, whose armies they dared not meet in 
the field. 

The troops on the Isle of Leon consisted at this 
time of eighteen thousand men, .of which four thou-
sand were English, under the command of General 
Graham (now Lord Lynedoch), and one thousand 
seven hundred Portuguese. 	The allies having, by 
a change of measures, obtained permission to shed 
their blood in defence of Spain and its unworthy 
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government, soon after marched, and encamped on 
the plains to the southward of the city. 

The accompanying map will shew the positions 
of the army of the enemy, of the British squadron, 
and the celebrated fortress of Cadiz, situated on 
the isle of Leon, at the extremity of what was once 
a peninsula, but which the labour and art of Man 
have long since converted into another island. 	A 
deep ditch, two hundred feet wide, navigable for 
gun-boats and small traders, divides the city from 
the sandy isthmus and marsh on the south side. 
The bridges over this inlet were destroyed the mo-
ment the troops had entered the town, and heavy 
artillery placed to defend the passes; the Spaniards 
alone forming the garrison of Cadiz, while the al-
lies defended the `outposts. 

On the 10th of February, Marshal Soult sum-
moned the place to surrender : Albuquerque re-
fused with indignation. Joseph, at the same time, 
sent a similar message to the junta, which that 
vile assembly would no doubt have complied with,' 
had it not been for the watchful fidelity of the 
noble Albuquerque. 

Of the services of this hero, the council within 
the walls of Cadiz (styled the provisional govern-
ment), contrived to rid themselves, by sending 
him in honourable exile as ambassador to Eng- 
land. 	In London, Albuquerque published a de- 
fence of his conduct, which of course gave great 
offence to the junta, who wrote him a letter full 
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of rancorous abuse, and cited him to appear before ... the cortez. 

That assembly, speaking the voice of true pa-
triotism, pronounced his acquittal, declaring that 
he had deserved well of his country, particularly 
for saving Cadiz. Unfortunately, this act of justice 
came too late to save the victim of cowardice and 
treachery. 	The noble Albuquerque received the 
infamous letter of the junta before the approval of 
the cortez reached him. 	The first came by the 
two-penny post, with the seal broken; and the 
spirit of the hero sank under it : four days he de-
voted himself to answering the paper which he 
ought to have consigned to the flames. 	The effort 
was fatal, producing a brain fever, which ended in 
death on the fifth day. 	Thus perished (except 
Romana), we had almost said, " the last of the 
Spaniards." 	The history of this much injured 
nobleman is so connected with the siege .of Ca-
diz, of which we are to speak, as to demand a 
place in the Naval History of England. 

While our armies were occupied in the Penin-
sula, Napoleon had been employed in strengthen- 
ing his alliance with foreign, powers. 	No divine 
or human institution ever obstructed his pro-
gress.. The - Empress Josephine was still living, 
but not having produced an heir to his throne, 
it was thought right to repudiate her, and seek 
an alliance with the Emperor of Austria, whose 
daughter, Maria Louisa, consented to become his 
wife. 	They were married in the month of March, 
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and by their union the power of France was in-
creased to an alarming degree; still more so, when, 
on the 1st of July following, the king of Holland, 
the inoffensive Louis, was desired to abdicate a 
throne, on which he was supposed to have consi-
dered with too much attention the true interests 
of his subjects, and to have been rather more fa-
vourable to the English than the temper of the 
tyrant could endure. 

Previously to this alteration in the government 
of Holland, an attempt was made by Bonaparte 
to induce the British government to abrogate the 
orders in council. Monsieur La BouChere, a Dutch 
agent, was sent over to inform the British minister, 
that the union of France and Holland might be 
averted by such a Concession ; but this gentleman 
received such an answer from Lord Wellesley, as 

- left him no hope of obtaining the object of his 
mission. 	His Lordship informed him with a be- 
coming dignity, that it would not be convenient 
for England to rescind her orders of reprisal, as 
soon as the cause • which provoked them had 
ceased. 	Stung to the soul (as was no doubt his 
insolent master, by this complete triumph of Eng-
land over his boasted blockade), ' Monsieur La 
Bouchere, in his " Compte Rendti," dated Fe-
bruary 18th, 1810, thus deplores the firmness and 
perseverance of our government: " No hopes of, 
a change or relaxation in this system, but in a 
change of ministry." 	Napoleon, heartily tired of 
his Berlin decree, wished to repeal it, and sup- 
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posed the orders in council would be rescinded 
as a matter of course. 

The disputes with the United States of America 
became every day mare complicated, as our mi-
nisters appeared more desirous of a reconciliation. 
America never for one moment abandoned the 
claims for indemnity, in the affair of the Leopard 
and Chesapeake ; to this no objection was offered 
by England, provided it could be done without 
giving up the. right of taking British seamen wher- 
ever: they might be found : this was refused. 	The 
Americans claimed the entire freedom of the seas ; 
a just claim, no doubt, when the safety of England, 
and her very existence, were not involved .in the 
concession. 	Mr. Erskine, in the year 1809, sup- 
posed he had received certain softened intimations 
from Mr. Maddison, and his friends, which he 
communicated to his government. 	These were 
in a great measure confirmed by the American 
minister at the court of London, who informed 
the secretary of state, that no objection would be 
made to the capture by our cruisers of American 
*vessels attempting to trade with France, contrary 
to the prohibition, which, on the revocation of the 
orders in council, would still remain in force 
against that country. 	The British government 
enchiding, that every thing would be definitively 
settled, our ports were immediately filled with 
American merchantmen, trading under the most 
liberal indulgences.  

VOL. IV. 	 2 E 
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• Two letters of instruction were sent to Mr. 
Erskine ; the first, on the affair of the Chesa-
peake, stated clearly and distinctly the terms 
to be stipulated on both sides: the second was 
conditional?  and on these letters, it would ap- 
pear,, a misunderstanding arose. 	Mr. Erskine 
was recalled, as having exceeded the powers 
with which he was intrusted (eager, no doubt, 
to be the instrument of a reconciliation between 
the two nations), by granting indulgences ,not 
intended by his government ; and the Ameri-
cans accused us of a want of sincerity, a charge 
which we might have retorted with too much 
justice. 	The offer made by his Majesty to restore 
the men (not executed) taken out of the Chesa-
peake, and to settle a pension on the widows and 

- orphans of those that fell, was of course withdrawn, 
and more hostile feelings were engendered. 	Mr. 
Jackson, our "minister in the United States, was 
recalled, in consequence of an alleged offence com-
mitted by him against their government. In taking.  
this step, the Marquis Wellesley desired the Ame- 

- rican minister to observe, that although his Majesty 
was always disposed to pay the utmost attention 
to the wishes. and sentiments of states in amity 
with him, and had therefore been pleas'ed to direct 
the return. of Mr. Jackson to England, his Majesty 
had not marked with any displeasure the conduct 
of that minister, whose integrity, zeal, and ability, 
had long been distinguished in his Majesty's ser- 
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viee, and who did not appear on the present occaT  
sion to have committed any intentional offence 
against the government of the United States. 

Here ended the third negotiation for the adjust- 
ment of the affair of the Chesapeake. 	Concessions 
were found unavailing ; and the crisis drew near, 
when the dispute Was to be decided by the cannon. 

The sudden death of the Crown Prince of Swe-
den, in the month of August, after the abdication 
of his father, filled Europe with suspicions, and 
revived the memory of the murders of Wriglit 
and D'Enghien. 	The hand of Napoleon, bathed 
in so much blood, was by many suspected to have 
been instrumental in the deed; still more, when it 
was followed by the death of the innocent Count 
Ferzen, the high marshal of Sweden (who, at the 
funeral of the young prince, was torn in pieces by 
the mob), and, the election of a French general to 
the dignity of Crown Prince. 

The elevation of General Bernadotte to the 
rank of prince royal, was followed by a declaration 
of war by Sweden against England, dated the 19th 
of November, 1810 ; but the.  prudence and fore-
sight of Sir James Saumarez prevented any acts.  

. of aggression on either side, converted the enmity 
of Sweden to friendship, and 'were the means of 

, bringing, not only the Duke of Sudermania, but 
also the Emperor Alexander, to join the coalition 
against France. 	The unfortunate Gustavus came 
to England, and remained till March in the fol-
lowing year, when ,he departed for the continent, 

2 E 2' 
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regretted, pitied, and • admired. 	His unworthy 
subjects, who could witness his .abdication with-
out a struggle, and exclude his second son, the 
descendant of the great Gustavus, from his in-
heritance, became from that time the scorn of 
Europe. 

On the 19th, of February, 1810, a treaty of 
friendship and alliance was signed at Rio Janeiro, 
by Lord Strangford, between his Majesty the King 
of Great Britain 'and His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, and all our former amicable rela-
tions renewed with Portugal, both on the con-
tinent of Europe and in America. (See this treaty 
at length, Naval Chronicle, 1811, part i. p. 238). 

After the British expedition to the Dardanelles, 
Turkey became a prey to military discord. 	The 
Sultan who had succeeded the unfortunate Selina, 
in June, 1807, had been deposed, and a new one 
chosen, whose popularity was equally. transient, 
and his murder by the Janissaries, or by the Grand 
Vizier, at their instigation, made way for another 
victim to. mount the throne. 	Such was the state 
of Constantinople during the two years that , suc-
ceeded- our visit to that capital, and. it is hard 
to say whether we were at peace or war with the 
Sublime Porte. We have no record of any further 
act of hostility towards England, while, at the 
same time, the Turks and Russians continued the 
most sanguinary war against each other. 

Denmark continued her depredations on our 
commerce, which the English writers of the day 
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have termed piracy. We cannot agree in this sen-
tence: her causes of hostility were as valid at least 
as our own; she had been spoiled of her navy, and 
was no longer a maritime power. This, though on 
our part an act of self-defence, entitled her to make 
reprisals, and we could have no right to complain 
of the consequences. 	The war was now raging 
with renovated flames, from one extremity of 
Europe to the other. The northern powers united 
against England in the Baltic. „ The Turks fero-
ciously attacked the Russians in the Black Sea, 
while their armies contended. against them with 
doubtful success on the Danube. Joachim (Murat) 
king of Naples, prepared a mighty flotilla, and an 
army of forty thousand men, on the coast of Cala-
bria, to invade Sicily; but he was met by English-
men, who soon taught him to keep within the 
limits of his continental dominions. 

The Marquis Wellesley had in November, 1809, 
returned from Spain, thoroughly acquainted with 
the disposition of the Spaniards. 	On one point, 
alone, he was ignorant. 	Ferdinand VII. having 
long before the arrival of the British ambassador 
at Cadiz, thrown himself a willing victim into the 
arms of Napoleon and his treacherous generals, 
was hurried away captive to Valancay. Upon the 
character and talents of this prince, therefore, the 
Marquis had not the means of exercising his own 
judgment; but trusting to the ' vox populi,' he very 
naturally concluded that no event would be more 
acceptable to them, than the arrival of their king. 
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The national songs composed at this period were 
burdened in every couplet with the name 	of 
Fernando, frequently associated with that of his 
gracious Majesty King George III. and they in, 
yoked the aid of Heaven, and England, for the re-
storation of their beloved monarch, at whose pre-
sence discord, war, and famine, were fondly ex- 
pected to cease. 	" The British cabinet," says 
the unfortunate Baron de Kolli,* "felt the close 
connexion between the salvation of Spain and the 
liberation of the king." 

Lord Wellesley having imparted his sentiments 
to his Majesty and the cabinet, the release of 
Ferdinand was determined on. 	The Baron de 
Kolli, an intrepid and enterprising foreigner, being 
honoured with the confidence of the British go-
vernment, was furnished with a letter from the 
king of England, written in Latin, and addressed 
to the king of Spain, signed by George III. and 
countersigned by the Marquis of Wellesley. 

To this letter was added another, written in 
the same language, and addressed by Charles IV. 
in 1802, to his Britannic Majesty. 	We are left in 
some doubt whether the original letter, or only a 
copy, was intrusted to the Baron, as a proof of 
the reality of his mission, the Baron, in his me-
moir, having headed this document with the word 
" Copy," and concluding it with a certificate from 
the Marquis Wellesley, certifying that it was the 

* See his Memoirs, p. 21; a book worthy of attention as an 
historical document, though very ill written. 
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identical letter written by the king of Spain: this, 
however; was a matter of little importance, since, 
real or fictitious, it was very soon in the hands of 
Fouche and his active police. 

Early in February, Captain Cockburn was ap-
pointed to the command of the Implacable, of 
seventy-four guns, with a frigate, and two small 
vessels under his orders. 	He was directed to re- 
ceive the Baron de Kolli and his friend on board, 
and to proceed in the execution of his orders, 
which were to land him in Quiberon bay, and to 
await his yeturn, and that of Ferdinand, to th a 
sea-shore. 	Jewellery to the amount of £10,000 
was placed in the hands of Captain Cockburn, 
who, with the assistance of Mr. Westphal, the 
first lieutenant, and the Baron himself, sewed them 
up in the dresses of the latter. 	The Implacable 
sailed from Spithead early in March, and reaching 
Quiberon bay on the 6th, the Baron was landed 
on the night of the 7th, by Mr. Westphal, who left 
the Implacable*, after dark, in a gale of wind 
blowing on shore, and a considerable sea running, 
so that the boat had great difficulty in returning 
to the ship. 	The spot chosen to disembark was 
under the convent of St. Gildas, celebrated for the 
seclusion of Abelard. It was most particularly en-
joined upon the Baron, by Captain Cockburn, that 
he should not go to Paris: there could be no reason 
why he should have gone; and his disobedience of 
this injunction was the most probable cause of his 
failure. His friend Albert, who accompanied him, 
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whose nerves were none of the strongest, has 
been accused of betraying him. 	A Monsieur 
Ferriet was also most incautiously admitted by the 

•-• 	• 

Baron to his confidence : 	a secret intrusted to 
three people is' seldom a secret.  long. 	The Baron, 
whose papers were admirably well executed, might 
have reached Valancay in safety , but he chose to 
take a lodging at the village, or wood of Vincennes, 
it-irl in the castle of that name he was very shortly 

a state prisoner, his paper:. end jewels confided to 
the minister /olice, the acute Fouche. 

rt Was pretended by... this min 	ter that Ferdinand 
.. 	. 	, 	. has ,}1111self denounced 	his i tended liberator. 

This,  if  true, w 	. hotild not have been surprised 
at, 	s it re 	le assertion of one not over 

. scru 	us in matters of policy, we hesitate in 
' giving our be 	• 

Captain! str:'. 	: n.havii i!_;. continued in Quiberon 0 ,. 
bay until ii 	1,,,. 	, 	the detection of Kolli, and the 
abortion ofHtW'4eherni-,, returned to Spithead, 
where, on his arrival, the officers of the ship learnt 
what had been the object of their mission, a proof, 
,:ertainly, that the Baron  'had  not been betrayed 
by any one on board the Implacable. His Majesty 
Geor_ge III. was please(' to express himself highly 
satAtiTtrwith the conduct of Captain Cockburn on 
thi6 occasion. 

It was 	I 	161 	the allies entered 
Paris, tha 	e un or una e 	aron was released 
from the horrible confinement and unnecessary 
everities of the Donjon of Vincennes. 
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This year affords us little of national import-

ance in the Channel and North Seas, although some 
good actions were fought by the sloops of war. 
Captain Christopher Bell, of the Phipps schooner, 
distinguished himself by the chase of a very 
superior force, close under the batteries of Calais : 
having singled out an adversary worthy of his,  
notice from among a little squadron of luggers,' 
and laying her alongsid,,e 1j• engaged her, till the 
enemy attempted to t,..on shore, which Captai4 
Bell prevented by running her on board, when 
Lieutenant Tryon headed a party and carried her. 
She was called Le Barbier de Seville, mounted 
sixteen guns, and had sixty men, of whom six 
were killed and eleven wounded. The vessel sank 
immediately after the action. 	Captain Bell was 
promoted to post rank for his gallantry, but the 
noble young Tryon died of his wounds.. 

Captain James Anderson, of the Rinaldo, a small 
brig of ten guns, engaged four lugger privateers of 
sixteen guns each, sank one, and disabled another; 
but they all (except the first) escaped, as the 
Rinaldo, in the heat of action, got foul of the 
Owers light vessel. 	Captain Anderson was some 
time after promoted. 	_ 

Captain Booty Harvey, in the Rosario, a brig 
of the same class as the Rinaldo, fought an action 
off Dungeness, with two luggers, one of which he 
captured, the other escaped. The prize was called 
Le Mamelouck, mounted sixteen guns, and had 
forty-five men. 
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Captain Sir Joseph Yorke, commanding the 
squadron in Basque Roads, 	in the month of 
January, entirely stopped the coasting trade of 
the enemy by his vigilance, and the gallantry 
of his squadron. 	Two convoys were intercepted 
by the boats of the Christian the Seventh and Ar- 
mide, led by Lieutenant Guion. 	On the 10th six 
vessels were driven - I sh 	- 	and burnt ; and on 
the 20th, the same 	 deeply laden with 
wine, brandy, and 	handise, were also 
destroyed. 

Captain George Scott, in the Horatio, whom we 
have seen engaging La Junon in the West Indies, 
was so fortunate on the 21st of February as to fall 
in 'with a French frigate, which he chased and cap-: 
tured after a smart running action of one hour. She 
was called La Necessite, pierced for forty, but 
mounting only twenty-eight guns, and having 
one hundred and eighty men. 	Captain Wolfe, of 
L'Aigie, of thirty-six guns, captured, after a chase 
of thirteen hours, the French privateer Phcenix, of 
eighteen long' English eighteen pounders, and one 
hundred and twenty men. 

Lord Gambier continued in the command of the 
Channel fleet, but resided in London, whence he 
dated his letters to the secretary of the Admiralty. 
Rear-admiral Sir Harry Neale, being second in 
command, had his flag in the Caledonia, in Basque 
Roads, and conducted the blockade of the French 
ports : as the enemy afforded no opportunity of 
bringing their ships to action, he contented him- 
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self with stopping the trade of the coast, between 
Rochelle and Isle d'Aix. 	Three brigs lay at an- 
chor under the guns of Point du Che ; these had 
fOrmed part of a convoy, which a few days before 
had been attacked by our boats, and as some of 
them had been boarded and destroyed, it was dis- 

. covered that the whole were laden with govern- 
ment stores, for their fleets and dock-yards. 	The 
position of these vessels was . strongly defended, 
and as resolutely attacked. 	Captain Sherman, of 
the royal marines of the Caledonia, was landed 
with one hundred and 'twenty of his corps, from 

-that ship and the Valiant, about half-past two in 
the morning of the 28th of September, under Point 
du,Che. 	The alarm was soon given, and a heavy 
fire opened on the invaders, . but ineffectually. 
Lieutenant Little, of the marine artillery; with his 
division, pressed on with the bayonet, supported 
by Captain M'Lauchlan and Lieutenant Colter, of 
the marines, with their division, and Lieutenant 
Gouche, of the Caledonia. 	These officers . sue-.  
ceeded in getting into the battery, and spiking 
the, guns. 	Captain Sherman had taken post on 
the main road by the sea-side, fronting the village 
of Angolin, and had on his right a launch, with an 
eighteen-pound earronade. 	The enemy advanced 
from the village to attack him, but the boat and 
the marines soon drove them back, with lose. The 
French then brought out a field-piece, but the 
picquet immediately 'charged with the bayonet, 
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and took it from them, and the affair ended by two 
of the brigs being taken, and brought out, and the 
third set on fire and destroyed. 	The whole party 
was immediately re-embarked in the most perfect 
order, having Lieutenant Little and one 	man 
wounded. 	The enemy left fourteen dead in the 
battery : 	what other loss they sustained from 
Captain Sherman's attack was not known. 	Sir 

• 
Harry very justly observes, in his dispatch, that 
the service -of itself was of little importance, but 
the manner in which it was executed.gave it all 
its value. 	The force employed was exactly com-
mensurate to the object; the combination was 
masterly ; and the whole worthy of imitation. 

In the month of November, 1810, Captain Grant, 
in the Diana, of thirty-eight guns, was stationed to, 
watch the port of Havre de Grace, in which two of 
the enemy's frigates had taken up their anchorage. 
These vessels, bound-on a cruise which promised 
great advantages, anxiously watched the moment to 
escape, and sailed from Havre in the night of the 
12th, with a strong gale at N. E. and consequently 
a heavy sea upon the coast. Captain Grant, kepp-
ing close in with Cape La Heve, was perfectly 
certain that with a fair wind and smooth water 
the enemy would not sail ; at the same time thought 
it possible they might make the attempt when the, 
wind and weather should compel the British fri- 
gates. to keep a better offing. 	This opinion was 
correct : they came out in the night ; and at half-_, 
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past twelve, the Diana was between them and the 
land. 	The wind backed to north, by east, and 
prevented their weathering Cape Barfleur. 	The 
Diana and Niobe gave them two broadsides, before 
they could gain the protection of the batteries of 
Marcou, under which they fled, pursued by the 
British ships; 'with a heavy sea, and strong flood 
tide. 	The enemy for a time eluded farther mo!- 
lestatiOn, and on the same day got into La Hogue 
roads. 	Captain Grant watched their motions, 
and sent Captain Loring, in the Niobe, to acquaint 
Captain Malcolm, of the Donegal, with what was 
passing, in the mean time making all sail into the 
bay, where he had the satisfaction to see one of 
the French frigates on shore, and the other close 
to the batteries of La Hogue and Tatihou island, 
the fire from which was so heavy as to arrest for a 
time the approach of the Diana; but when she was 
joined by the Donegal, Revenge, and Niobe, the four -
ships stood in by turns, and poured their fire upon 
her. 	This could Only be done while the British 
ships were in stays, and head to wind. The other 
ship was finally driven on shore, but it was found 
impossible to bring her off. 	The loss on board the 
Revenge 'was two killed, and six wounded ; the 
Donegal had three wounded ; the Niobe, nine; the 
Diana, one. 	These frigates, if not totally lost, 
were completely disabled. 

Tarragona became, in the hands of the loyal 
Spaniards, a post of importance in the defence of 
their liberties. 	It is a Sea-port in the -province of 
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Catalonia, where General O'Donnell commanded 
the Spanish troops. 	On the 5th of November, he 
quitted that town, and on the 13th reached Arens 
de Mar, where he fell on the French, defeated 
them, and took General Swarty and five hundred 
men prisoners. 	On the same day he attacked St: 
Felice, Palamos, and Bega, which he. took, with 
one thousand four hundred prisoners, and some 
pieces of cannon, and returned victorious to Tar-
ragona, himself se7erely wounded. This rapid and 
spirited movement cleared the coast of the enemy 
from Rosas to St. Sebastian, though they still held 
the Medas Islands. Captain Charles Bullen, of the 
Volontaire, who was present, Co-operated with the 
allies. 	Had the Spanish nation been allowed' to 
follow the impulse of its energetic spirit, without 
the inteiference of their own miserable government, 
the nation might have been happy and prosperoui; 
but the ways of Providence are inscrutable. Spain 
may be now receiving in retribution the horrors 
inflicted on America by the infernal Pizarro and 
Almagro, or those more recently on the Low Coun- 
tries by the cruel Alva. 	O'Donnel, after this ei- 
ploit, re-embarked on board the Cambrian, a ,Bri-
tish frigate, of forty guns, in which he had sailed 
from Tarragona. 	This ship, commanded by Cap- 
tain F. W. Fane, rendered great service to the 
cause. 	Captain Fane took with him a xebec, with 
sixty Spanish soldiers, and another laden with 
cannon, for the purpose of attacking the castle of 
Las Medas, standing on one of the small islands of 
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that name, situated at the mouth of the river Ter, 
near the south side of the bay of Rosas. This how-
ever, on nearer inspection, was found impractica-
ble ; and the Cambrian being joined by the Floia, 
a Spanish frigate, the two ships united their ma-
rines, disembarked near Bega, and destroyed a 
battery of four twenty-four pounders, made thirty-
six prisoners out of a French detachment, and again 
re-embarked. 	On the 14th, they assisted the Spa- 
niards in their attack on Palamos, when the launch. 
of the Cambrian was sunk, and two of her men 
wounded. 	The French position was carried, the 
place taken, and Captain Fane returned to Tarra-
gona. 

A gallant but very unfortunate affair in its ter-
mination, occurred on this station in the month of 
December. Captain Rogers, in the Kent, seventy-
four, the senior officer on that part of the coast of 
Spain, meditated an attack on the town and small 
harbour of Palamos. 	For this purpose he landed 
a body of men, consisting of three hundred and 
fifty seamen, two hundred and fifty marines, with 
two field-pieces, and placed the whole under the 
command of Captain Fane, of his Majesty's ship 
the Cambrian. 	The enemy's vessels which lay in 
the mole consisted of a French national ketch, of 
fourteen guns and sixty men, two xebecs of three - 
guns each, and thirty men, . and eight merchant-
vessels under their convoy, all laden with provi- 
sions for Barcelona. 	The batteries which pro- 
tected them were not considerable ; and there are 
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said to have been about two hundred and. fifty 
French soldiers in the town. 

The landing took place on the 13th, under cover 
of the Sparrow-hawk and Minstrel sloops, without 
any opposition. The mortar which they found was 
soon spiked, the cannon thrown into the sea from 
the heights, the magazine blown up, and all the, 
vessels except two burned and destroyed ; those 
not burned were brought out. 	Thus far all had 
succeeded with the loss of only four or five men. 
Unfortunately our people retired in some disorder, 
from a post which they held to keep the enemy in 
check; advantage was taken of this, they were 
thrown into still greater confusion ; and instead of 
repairing by the proper road to the appointed 
place of embarkation, where the frigate and sloops 
lay to cover their retreat, they ran through the 
town towards the mole, where they were exposed 
to a severe and galling fire of musketry, nor 
could the utmost exertions and coolness of the 
Captains Fane, Pringle, and Campbell, entirely 
save them. 	The former of these officers was taken 

- prisoner, with eighty-six of the party; besides 
thirty-three killed, and eighty-nine wounded. This 
very unfortunate affair was attended with great loss 
to the enemy, who had entered Catalonia with an 
army of ten thousand men, and little means of sub-. 
sistence ; and Captain Rogers was certainly justi-
fied in using every means in his power to annoy, 
them. 	In consequence of this accident, Captain 
Buljen was appointed to the Cambrian. 
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Murat made demonstrations of attacking Sicily, 

which was defended by Sir John Stewart, with an 
army of British and foreign troops: 

The squadron stationed on the coast was com-
inanded by Rear-admiral (now Sir G.) Martin, and 
consisted of the Canopus; Spartan, Success, Vo-
lage, and Espoir, with about twelve gun-boats. 
The enemy, as we have before observed, had forty 
thousand men in Calabria, two hundred and eight 
gun-boats, besides innumerable fishing-boats kept. 
in requisition on every part of the coast; between 
Naples and Reggio ; these were intended for the 
purpose of embarking troops. 

They had also a squadron at Naples, kept in 
readiness to co-operate with the expedition: daily 
skirmishes took place between the contending flo- 
tillas, in the straits of Messina. 	The Spartan and 
Success were stationed off the bay of Naples to 
counteract the movements of the enemy's ships in 
that port. 	On rounding the island' of Ischia, on 
the 1st of May, these two British frigates disco-
vered the Neapolitan squadron cruising in the bay, 
The enemy's force consisted of the Ceres, of forty-
four guns, the Faina, a corvette of twentr:eight, 
and a cutter, with part of the flotilla; when chased 
by our ships, they ran into the mole of Naples for 
protection. On the 2d, Captain Brenton convinced 
they would not leave the port whilst two British 
ships were in the bay, directed Captain Ayscough, 
of the Success, to proceed ten leagues S. W, of the 
island of Capri, whilst the Spartan remained in 

VO L. IV. 

   
  



434 	 MEDITERRANEAN. 	 [1810. 

sight of..Naples, in the hope that such a disparity • 
of force might induce the enemy to come out. On 
the 3d, at daylight, when the Spartan was about 
five miles from Naples, and standing in with a light 
breeze from the S.E. the enemy was seen coming 
out of the mole, reinforced by. the Sparviere, a brig 
of ten guns (Murat's yacht), and eight gun-boats ; 
four hundred Swiss troops were distributed amongst 
the different vessels. 

The Neapolitan Commodore and the Spartan 
crossed each other on opposite tacks , the water 
was perfectly smooth. The Spartan had every sail 
set on a wind: the enemy was steering large, with 
the wind a-beam. At fifty-six minutes after seven, 
the Ceres coming within pistol-shot, fired her 
broadside into the Spartan's larboard bow, and 
did her considerable injury; the latter reserved 
her fire until every gun was covered by her oppo-
nent, and then returned a most destructive broad- 
side, treble-spotted, on the main-deck. 	The car, 
nage on board the Ceres was very great, particu-
larly amongst the Swiss troops, which were drawn 
up in ranks, and extended from the cat-head to the 
taffrail, in readiness for boarding. 	The Spartan 
flext returned the fire of the Fama, and the ,brigi  
as she passed them in succession, and cut the line 
astern of the brig, by which she separated the 
cutter and gun-boats from the squadron, and hay-
ing given them her starboard guns, hove in stays,! 
engaging on both sides as she came round. 	The 
enemy's frigate wore, followed by the corvette and 
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brig,. and stood in for Baia. 	The Spartan, in *at, 
tempting to follow them, was for a moment be-
calmed, with her head to the frigate's broadside, 
the corvette and brig on her, larboard bow, the 
cutter and gun-boats under her stern and quarter, 
and received much injury from their fire; a light 
breeze at length enabled her to get upon the star* 
board quarter of the frigate, whilst the, corvette lay 
,upon the Spartan's beam, the brig on her quarter, 
the flotilla retaining their advantageous position 
directly astern. 	The land wincfnow entirely died 
away, and the 'sea breeze soon after coming in, the 
frigate took advantage of it, to make sail for the 
batteries , of Baia ; the corvette, having lost her 
fore-top-mast, was upon the point of surrendering; 
when the gun-boats came doWn in a most gallant 
manner, and towed her from under the guns of the 
Spartan; the brig, having her main-topmast-  cut 
away, was obliged to surrender, and the Spartan 
paraded with her prize in tow before the mole; 
into which her defeated consorts were running for 
shelter. 	About the middle .of the action, Captain 
Brenton, whilst standing on the capstan, the only 
place whence he could see his' various opponents, 
was wounded in the hip by a grape-shot, and was. 
carried below. 	His place was nobly supplied by 
Lieutenant (now Captain) G. W: Willes, who would 
certainly have captured the frigate and corvette; 
but for the Spartan's rigging having suffered so 
much as to render her unmanageable, whilst his 
enemies were assisted by the breeze and the gun- 
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boats. 	The loss on board the Spartan was ten 
killed, and twenty-two wounded ; . that of . the 
enemy was stated by various authorities to have 
been immense, amounting to one hundred and fifty 
killed, and three hundred wounded. 	These round 
numbers are probably incorrect, and exaggerated; 
.but the slaughter, particularly on board the frigate; 
from her crowded decks, the close position, and. 
the smoothness of the water, must have been very 
severe. 

_Murat; the king of Naples, was on the mole, 
"about four miles from the scene of action, exulting 

. in the certainty of success, and on the capture of a 
fine British frigate. On the retreat of his squadron, 
and the loss of his yacht, his rage was ungovernable, 
and-vented itself in reproaches on the officers. 	Of 
these, the first captain lost his arm, the second was 
killed, and . the first lieutenant took the ship out 
of action. . 

The king of Sicily, to testify his sense of the 
services performed by the Spartan on this day, 
was pleased to confer the honour of .commander 
of the order of St. Ferdinand on Captain Brentos n ; 
and that of companion on Lieutenant Willes, and 
Captain G. Hoste, of the royal engineers, the lat-
ter was on board the Spartan as a passenger, and 
directed the fire of.the quarter-deck guns. 

The Spartan was, in cOnsequence of her damages, 
and the very severe wound of the Captain, sent to 
England, where she arrived in the month of.July. 
Captain Brenton, being incapable of resuming his 
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situation, retired on half-pay ; and on the restrict 
tions from the regency being removed, his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent was pleased to create • 
him a baronet. 

Brigadier-general Oswald, and Captain Eyre 
of the Magnificent, who had with him .the Belle 
P.oule and Imogene, sailed from Zante on the 21st 
of March, and on the same evening reached .the 
island of Santa Maura. 	The troops disembarked 
early the next morning, while the Imogene and the. 
gun-boats drove the enemy from their batteries. 
The French, and their allies, consisting of Alba-' 
nians' and Italians, under the command of General 
COunt Cam's, retired into the fortress of Santa 
Mania, situated on a narrow isthmus, three miles- 
in length, which joins to the island. 	This neck of 
land is defended by two strong redoubts, and a 
regular intrenchment, whiCh led the enemy to 
suppose they could arrest the progress of the be-
siegers for a month : the fort had also a connexion 
with the town by a singularly narrow causeway a 
mile in length. 	Lieutenant-colonel Lowe was left 
to guard the town, while Major Church, with four 
'companies of the Greek light infantry, carried the 
first redoubt, and then being reinforced, pushed 
on to the second. 	Captain Anselm John Grif-
fiths, in the Leonidas, placed his ship as close 
as the depth of water would admit, and so as to 
afford the best support to the attacking columns. 
The Captains Eyre, 	Mowbray, Brisbane, and 
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Stephens, served on shore with the army. 	The 
line to be. attacked extended from sea to sea, 
mounted with four pieces of cannon, with a wet 
ditch, and an abatis in front, and manned with five 
hundred infantry. 	As the troops advanced, the 
fire upon them was severe ; and the Greeks, not-
withstanding the utmost exertions of Major Church, 
could not be brought to face it; when Major Clerke 
was directed by Brigadier-general Oswald to ad-
vance with two companies of royal marine,s under 
Captains Snow and Stuart, two companies of De 
Roller under Major Russel, and two companies of 
Calabrian ' free corps under Major Oswald and 
Captain (now Colonel) Winyard. 	Major Clerke„ 
followed by the marines, broke through the abatis, 
and charged into the intrenchments, supported by 
De Rolles and the Calabrians. The attack, with the 
impulse given by their leaders, was irresistible: the 
enemy abandoned their works, and fled; their dis-
may being increased by a daring manoeuvre of Lieu-
tenant-colonel (now Sir Hudson) Lowe, who, with 
the rifles of his corps, a company of the 35th, and 
two companies of Corsican rangers, pushed along 
the narrow and exposed causeway, and gained the 
enemy's rear, on which they gave up all resistance 
in front, and ' sauve ,qui peut' resounded through 
their ranks. 	Captain Eyre having been wounded 
in the head, in the first day's action, resigned the 
command of the seamen and marines on shore to 
Captain C. Brisbane; but recovering in a few days, 
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he resumed his situation, and sent Brisbane in the 
Belle Poule, with the gun-boats and the Imogene, 
to the north side of the island. Captain Stephens, 
of the Imogene, had been wounded in storming 
the redoubts,. but continued with the army on 
shore. Captain R. H. Mowbray, in the Montague, 
of seventy-four guns, having joined the squadron, 
two of his lower-deck guns, and one hundred sea-
men, were landed to serve in the batteries. Hem-
med in on every side, the enemy soon found that 
this union of naval and militaiy skill and valour 
was irresistible, and sent out offers to capitulate 
which were accepted, Captain Mowbray and Lieu-
tenant-colonel Lowe being authorized to make the 
arrangements for the surrender of Santa Mauri. 

The French, having passed the Sierra Morena, 
had entered the unhappy Andalusia in great force: 
their army under Soult still stationed at Port 
St. Mary's, and the Caraccas, whence they partly 
commanded the harbour of Cadiz. 	From the fort 
of Santa Catalina they threw shells into the town, 
and did it some injury; but the assistance of the 
British army and navy enabled the. Spaniards to 
keep the enemy out of the place. 	Much valour 
was displayed, and very severe losses of some of 
our bravest men were sustained, in defence of the 
different points of attack. 	The fort of katagorda 
standing on an island in the upper part of the har-
bour, was defended by a small party of British 
troops under the command of Captain M`Laine, 
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with a few artillery-men, infantry, seamen, and 
marines, amounting to about one hundred and. • 
foity men, who maintained the post until it was no 
longer tenable. 	Major Lefebre, of the royal en- 
gineers, 	the senior officer in that department, 
thought it his duty to inspect the works previously 
to the surrender, and was killed while on that ser- 
vice. 	On the 23d of April, at two in the morning, 
the French opened a fire with red-hot shot on the 
Spanish ship St. Paulo, and the .gun-boats sta-
tioned near the fort, and succeeded in making them 
quit their position ; after which they bombarded . 
Matagorda, and the fire was continued on both 
sides till night. 	The enemy had three batteries 
of twenty-one guns, on the Trocadero, and seven 
or eight mortars, at the disiance from the tort of 
only nine hundred yards. The works being totally 
destroyed, and one half of the people killed or 
wounded, the commanding officer received an 
order from General Graham to retire, which he 
did, with the remainder of his people, blowing up 
and destroying all that the fire of the enemy had 
left uninjured. 

During the attack on Matagorda, the wife of a 
British artillery-man distinguished herself so much 
as to attract the attention of General Graham (now 
Lord LYnedoch). She removed the wounded men 
in her arms, carried them into the rear, dressed 
their wounds, carried up sand bags and placed 
them in the breaches made by the enemy's shot, 
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and even che6red the men on to action. 	The 
General, in recommending her to the notice of the 
Commander-in-chief, observed, that the mountains 
of Caledonia could produce its heroines, as well as 
the walls of Saragossa. 	It is mortifying to think, 
that while so much has been said of Augustina 
of Saragossa, we are ignorant of the name of the 
British amazon. 	Augustina was a guest at the 
tables of our admirals; and at Seville lifted the 
Marquis of Wellesley from his carriage. She wore 
a handsome dagger; and when a gun was fired, , 
while at dinner on board the admiral's ship, she 
flew from the table with an affectation of military 
ardour. 

The ferocious and haughty Napoleon, with his 
murderous legions, had overrun Europe nearly 
from one extremity to the other; and but for the 
perseverance of Britain it must have groaned in, 
slavery.' The rock of Gibraltar was no inconsi-
derable instrument in our hands for the preserva-
tion of that nation who made such efforts to take 
it from us in 1782, and considered our possession 
of it so great a national degradation. 	Its fortress 
afforded protection to the armies of Spain ; its 
garrison sent out reinforcements, provisions, and 
clothing; its bay gave shelter to our fleets;' 	its 
dock-yard repaired the damages sustained in de-
fence of their liberties. Cadiz had also its share in 
the glory of staying the ravages of the French ; 
but that glory was more owing to Britain than to 
the government, which would have opened its 
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gates to the invaders, and given up every thing to 
their cruel rapacity. 

To form any adequate idea of the efforts made 
by Napoleon for the conquest of Spain, we must 
look at the amount of forces which entered the 
Peninsula from October, 1807, to January, 1811: 
four hundred twenty-six thousand two hundred 
and sixty infantry ; seventy-three thousand three 
hundred and fifty-six. cavalry ; seven thousand six 
hundred and fifty. persons employed with the 
army ; seven thousand five hundred and thirty 

• guides ; making a sum total of five hundred and 
fourteen thousand seven hundred and ninety-six 
men : eight hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, 
thirty-four mortars, 	fifty-three 	howitzers, 	five 
thousand four hundred and fourteen waggons laden 
with military stores. 	These forces marched into 
Spain by the road of Irun. 	The year 1811 added 
only six thousand infantry and one hundred and 
eighty cavalry to the account, and in the subse-
quent years, being those of the Russian campaign, 
and the disasters of Dresden and Leipsic, still 
fewer could have been spared from France. 	By 
_the same route, and during the same period, forty.. 
eight thousand two.  hundred and twenty-eight pri-
soners entered France. These consisted of English?  
Spaniards, and Portuguese. 

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Keats hoisted his flag 
in the Implacable, Captain George Cockburn, at 
Spithead, oil' the.14th of July, sailed on the 17th, 
and arrived at Cadiz on the-  27th of the same 
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month; where he found Rear-admiral Pickmore, 
and the ships named in the note,* which he took 
under his command. 	The exposed- road of Cadiz 
he found crowded to excess, with several inefficient 
Spanish ships of war, numerous transports, store-
ships and victuallers, and a vast number of mer-
chant and coasting vessels of all descriptions. 

The enemy, who had driven the Spanish troops 
out of the Trocadero, and the small islet of Mata-
gorda (which from its situation r,emained untenable 
by either party), lay in considerable force at 'St. 
Mary's, Port Real, and Chiclana, had formed a 
blockade of Cadiz by land, and were actively em-
ployes:1*in restoring the fortress of Santa CAalina ; 
in erecting works in the front of the Trocadero ; 
and in securing their head-quarters at Chiclana, at 
Saint Mary's, and on the whole line from thence to 
Rota. 

A company of shipwrights,.at the Rear-admiral's 
request, was sent from England, to construct gun-
boats, under two active officers; Mr. Hyde.  and 
Mr. Gill. 	A small yard was established at Cadiz. 
Several gun-boats were received from Gibraltar ; 

• Ships. 	 Guns. 	Ships. 	 Guns. 

Implacable 	  74 	Zealous 	 . 	, 	74 
Achille 	  74 	Norge 	  74 - 
Rodney    74 	Atlas 	  74 ' 
Blake 	  74 	Tonnant 	  80 

• Bombs-2Etn, Hound, Thunder, Devastation. 
There were many other ships and vessels subsequently added 

to the squadron; but as they were constantly changing, it is 
impossible to name them all. 
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and a formidable force of this nature being 'soon 
raised, was gallantly .and ably commanded by 
Captains Robert Hall, Thomas Fellowes, Frederick 
J. Thomas, ;and W.. F. Carroll. 	Upon every oc- 
casion, when the state of the weather permitted, 
they continued to render the most active service; 
and, together with the ,bombs, very much annoy-
ed the enemy, sand retarded the advance of the 
wdrks in such situations as were exposed to their 
operations. 

'The enemy was unremittingly employed in 
strengthening his positions, and making preph-, 
'rations for a siege, and was known to be forming 
'a. flotilla in: the Guadalquiver to co-operate`On 'that 
service; the garrisons of Cadiz, 'and. the Isla de 
iLeon, composed of Spanish, British, and Portu-
guese troops in the British service, commanded'bST 
Lieutenant-general Sir Thomas Graham, though not 
le-qual to raise the blockade by an attack' in front, 
were found sufficient to give considerable annoy''- 
'ance by water detachinents, to the enemy, on other 
parts of the .Coast. 	To this effect an expedition Of 
a considerable body of Spanish troops left Cadiz 
on the 22d of August, commanded *by.  General 
Lascy, the naval part by Captain Cockburn, who; 
with the General, embarked in the Jasper, Captaiii 
baniels. 	'They landed on the coast of 'Andalusia 
to the eastward of Huelba on the 23d, and near  
Moguer attacked and dislodged a corps 'of 'one 
thousand French which retreated to Seville.' The 
lots *du the part of the-  allies was inconsiderable. 
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Having rendered other material service, the forceS 
returned to Cadiz. 	This expedition, and others 
subsequently undertaken, are proved by inter-
cepted intelligence.  to have given the most serious 
annoyance and inquietude to the enemy. In one 
letter, it is remarked that ." when the annoyance 
they receive from these expeditions, from our 
flotilla, bombs, and fortifications, is considered, it 
may be rather • said that they are besieged, than 
besieging Cadiz."  

It was of importance to thin the over-crowded 
,state of the road before Cadiz, and to remove be-
yond the.reach of danger several Spanish ships of 
War, then in an insufficient state of equipment for 
service.. 	The Rear-admiral having obtained the 
consent of the Spanish governMent, eleven sail,of 
the, line were fitted in ,the best manner circum-
stances would permit, by the squadron, manned 
in a great part by the ships convoying them, and 
were escorted to Mahon, or the Havannah, under 
the command of Captain Cockburn, of the Im-
placable, Codrington, of the Blake, Waller, of the 
Norge, and Burlton, of the Rodney, 

On the 2d of October, a night attack by the 
bombs, flotilla, and rockets, under the command of 
Captain Sanders, of the Atlas, produced a sensible 
effect on Catalina, which was observed to be-  or 
fire in two or three places,. and in, the morning it 
was.seen that the:walls of the fort had also suffered 
from the, bombardment. 
_ The.commpder.of the forces Wog anxious fox 
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intelligence, a, descent was• made on the night ,Of 
the 22d of December, by a party undei the com-
mand of Lieutenant Bourne, of the Milford, and 
Captain Fotterell, of the royal marines of that ship, 
between the rivers of Santa Maria and San Pedro. 
They took a three gun battery by assault, spiked 
the guns, killed five of the enemy, and brought off 
two prisoners, the rest escaping. 	In the night of 
the 30th of October, the gun-boat No. 14, com-' 
manded by Lieutenant Stiles, struck on the Por-' 
poise rocks, and foundered: a midshipman and: 
fourteen seamen were drowned. 

Although a force was stationed off the Gub.dal:- 
quiver, expressly to "watch the enemy's flotilla in 
that river, it escaped under the cover of darkness.,  
An alarm was given in the night of the 1st bf No4 
vember, by our guard boats; and eight of the-
enemy's gun-boats were discovered goirig intd 
Mary's, one of which grounding on the bar, though: 
within reach of grape of the others anchored 'within; . 
and under the fire also of two forts at the moufli' 
of the Guadalete, was most' gallantly bbarded' 
and burnt by the guard-boats under the direction 
of -aptain John Spratt Rainier, of the Norge:t 
In the forenoon it was discovered that amore 
considerable number of the enemy's gnrits ' 
had got into Rota, on which the 'Reix-adinital' 
ordered the three bombs, and a flotilla force 'off I 
that port; Init the wind setting in strong froth the 
N.W. it became necessary to recall them, 'ina lit" 
being represented by the commander of the flotilli, 
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(Captain Fellowes), that the gun-boats -would 
founder, if kept at their then exposed anchorage, 
he was ordered to move them further in, for shel- 
ter, holding them in perfect readiness. 	In this 
situation, about three o'clock the enemy's flotilla 
which had came out of Rota with a strong flood, 
and thick weather, was discovered on the clearing 
up of a squall, close to the land, and nearly half 
way advanced from Rota. 	The flotilla and boats 
were immediately ordered in pursuit, but such. 
was the rapidity of the enemy's advance, under 
the circumstances described, that few could join 
in the attack though conducted in the most gallant 
style by Captain Edward Kiltoe, of the Milford, 
Lieutenant Leake, in the foremost of the• gun-boats, 
was killed ; and Lieutenant W. Hall, and ten sea' 
men of the Milford, were wounded. 	. 

The arrival of this flotilla at St. Mary's occa-
sioned a great sensation in the town of Cadiz'; 
but such an event was not unforeseen by the 
Rear-admiral, who at length prevailed on the 
. Spanish government to- put the strong 'work t of 
the, Corta Dura into a proper state of defence, 'and. 
to strengthen the isthmus in the rear. of Tuntales,  • 
with some respectable field works. 	This it had in 	i 
vain ,been pressed to do before, and subsequent 
intercepted intelligence proved that post, to have 
been a meditated point of attack. 	 t 

An alarm being given by the guard-boats on the 
night of the 14th of November, it was ascertained 
that the enemy's flotilla had put out of St..,Mary's 
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to endeavour to get into the Trocadero ; but on 
the approach of our flotilla and armed boats, some 
put back to St. Mary's, and some sheltered them-
selves in the San Pedro, from whence they were 
by degrees removed by land into the Trocadero, 
notwithstanding 	all 	the annoyance which 	the 
bombs and the British flotilla could give them. 
The large mortar on board the Hound burst on the 
8th of December, when bombarding the enemy's 

''works. 	, 
The enemy's flotilla at St. Mary's having as-

sembled in a situation which subjected them to, 
bombardment, arrangements were made, and at a 
favourable time of tide for that purpose, the mortar, ci 
and howitzer boats, English and Spanish,, were. 
placed under the direction of Captain Robert. Hall, 

--commanding the flotilla : several hundred shells 
were thrown amongst the enemy, with 	

i
consi- 

derable effect, until the wind coming in, made it 
c 

 
necessary to r 	all the boats. On this service two.* 
lieutenants, Thomas Worth and John Buckland, of 
the royal marine artillery, both gallant and zealous 
volunteers for the service, and Mr. R. Hawkins, 
midshipman of the Norge, were unfortunately killed. 

The fortress of Catalina' being completed, and 
also the enemy's advanced works on the Trocadero, . 
they commenced a very heavy fire, answered by 

* Captain G. F. Lyon, since so celebrated for bis travels in 
Africa, and voyage to Repulse Bay, was then a' midshipman be-
longing to the Milford, and commanded the boat in which these 
two  officers were killed. 
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the bombs and flotilla, and from the fort of Pun-
tales; hot shot from heavy pieces of artillery 
mounted at an elevation of forty-five degrees, or 
shells, both from Catalina and the Trocadero, were 
frequently thrown 'at the shipping. 	The fire of 
the enemy crossed from those. two places over 
the whole anchorage of the ships of war, and by 
means of mortars cast on purpose at Seville, shells, 
were' thrown into the town from the Trocadero, 
at the extraordinary range of tyro thousand five'" 
hundred and sixty French toises, upwards of five 
thousand yards : but few were thrown, and those 
with little effect. The, fuses frequently extinguished 
in the flight of the shells; and it was ascertained by, 
intercepted intelligence, .that the enemy had not 
attained perfection in loading or discharging their . 
shells ; neither had they a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition, or they would have given us much _ 
more annoyance. 

This year the navy and the country had to deplore 
the death of the Right Honourable Vice-admiral 
Cuthbert, Lord Collingwood, whose length of ac- 
tive 	service, 	and 	zealous performance of his 
duty, entitle him to be ranked among the' great- 
est of our admirals: 	He might be said to have 
died at his post, and to have fallen a sacrifice to 
the performance of his duty. 	His constant habit 
of sitting at a table, and writing on professional 
business, had caused a contraction in the organs 
of digestion. 	It was long before he could recon- 
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cile himself to the thoughts of resigning his com-
mand ; but the disease at length assuming an 
alarming appearance, he left Sir Charles Cotton 
in charge of the fleet in. the Mediterranean, pro-
ceeded to Malta in the Ville de Paris, and :thence 
sailed in the same ship for England ; but expired 
on the 7th of March, four days after his departure. 
His remains were brought home, and landed . at 
Greenwich on the 26th of April, 1810: here the 
body lay in state in the painted chamber. 	It was 
afterwards conveyed with proper solemnity to 
St. Paul's cathedral, and placed by the side of his 
friend, the immortal ,Nelson : "And in their death.  
they were not divided : they were swifter than 
eagles, they were stronger than lions." 

It is a remarkable part of the history of Lord 
Collingwood, that he four times succeeded his 
friend, Lord Nelson : first, as a lieutenant, in the 

- Lowestoffe; next, as a commander, in the Badger; 
then,c 	as captain, in the Hinchinbrooke; and lastly; 
as a commander-in-chief, after the death of that 
hero in the battle of Trafalgar. 

The history of Lord Collingwood offers to our 
youth one of the best examples in the Service of 
successful perseverance. 	He was ' not made a 
lieutenant till be had attained the age of thirty ; 
yette lived to be a.  vice-admiral, and a commander-
in-chief ; he ennobled his family by a peerage, and 
left liis widow and two daughters in affluence. He 
Was remarkable for bravery, coolness, forbearance; 
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public spirit, love of his country, and the most in- 
-flexible honesty and integrity of heart. 	No man 
ever paid more attention to-, or was a better judge 
of, merit, which he always rewarded. 	Modest, 
abstemious, and hunible, he was at once a hero, 
and a Christian. 	Beloved in his domestic circle, 
respected at the head of his fleet, and feared by 
the enemies of his country, his rise in the service 
was entirely the effect of his own intrinsic value. 
He had no friends to siipport.him, nor powerful 
connexions to lead him on, save what he acquired 
by the strictest attention tolls duty, and constant 
readiness at the call of his country. 

Unwilling to resign without permission, he had, 
in the most pressing manner, solicited his recall, 
that he might pass his few declining years in the 
-bosom of his .family ; but he was informed, that 
his services could not at that time be dispensed 
with, however deeply his Majesty and the govern-
ment lamented his declining health.. 

Two great objects connected with the naval 
-service, engrossed the attention of Lord Coiling- 
-Wood in the last years of his life. 	One was, the 
infliction • of corporal punishment ; the other, the 
impressment of seamen. 	The-  -first of these evils 
his Lordship lived to see as far removed as we 
believe is compatible with the good of the navy ; 
the other, it is hoped, will soon vanish before the 
enlightened policy of the present day. 
- Lord Collingwood left no son ; 'his eldest daugh-
ter married George L. Newnham, Esq., who, by 
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his Majesty's permission, took the surname of Cola 
lingwood.  
. The boats of the Alceste; Captain M. Maxwell, 
on the 26th of May, cut out from the poit of 
Agaye, te vessels, three of which were.  manned 

.and armed, the whole having valuable cargoes, . 	1 • 
The officers and men of the SucCess frigate, 'Of 

thirty-twoluns, displayed about the same- time'. 
remarkable instance of fortitude and intrepidity'. 
Captain Ayscough; observing some vessels lying 
on shore near Castiglione, and taking in their car-
goes, ordered Lieutehants G. S. Sartorius and 
Robert Oliver to attack them with the boats lif 
that ship and the Espoir, while the frigate and 
brig covered their landing. When within musket-
shot of the shore, three of the boats struck, on 'a 
sunken rock; and filled ; two seamen Of the Espoir 

_were drowned, and all the ammunition destroyed. 
The undaunted young men took their sabreS 'in 
their mouths, and 'swam to the shore, under the 
fire of two long six pounderS, and four wall-pieces. 
Gaining *the beach, they drove the enemy from 
their guns, dislodged them from their houses, 
spiked the guns, and destroyed four vessels and 
their cargoes. 	Having completed' their work, they 
launched their boats, which had been swamped, 
and returned to their'ships. 

The state of the fertile island of Sicily, so 
renowned in ancient and modern history, is worthy 
of our attention at this period. 	It was the last 
_refuge of the court of Naples, and became an 'op- 
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pressive- :weight upon Great Britain, who paid a 
subsidy of £400,000 to support the native troops. 
A very small part of this sum was properly applied, 
the -bulk of. it going ,into the pockets of the court 
and the corrupt ministers. An army on paper, was 
pompously _displayed to Lieutenant-general .Sir 
John Stewart, who commanded as generalissimo ; 
but when he reviewed them in- the field, not above 
one ;Tian in fifty appeared. 	The islands of. IScgia 
and •Procida, which had been taken by our forces 
_in 1809, were abandoned in the autumn of the 
isame , year ; and the British forces, naval and 
]military, .were, concentrated for the defence of 
)Sicily,, in and about Messina. The effective troops, 
under the command of Sir John Stewart, were 
foreigners in British pay. 

In the month of June, Captain William Hoste 
had the command of a squadron of frigates in the 
Adriatic ; they were the Amphion, Active, and 
Cerberus. 	A convoy sailed from Trieste, an 	our 
ships chased them into the harbour of Groa. 	The 
.Italian government was at that time making, greats 
-exertions to equip its marine; and as these vessels 
were supposed ,to contain naval stores for the 

,arsenal at Venice, 'Captain HOste .deemed their 
capture indispensable. 	, 	• 

As the shoal water. with which the, port was 
surrounded, prevented the approach of the fri-
gates, a telegraphic signal was made to, prepare 

-- the boats for service, -and to rendezvous alongside 
,of the Amphion at twelve o'clock at night. 	The 
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boats of the Active, from the great 'distance.  that' 
ship happened to be in the offing, were unable to 
partake in the danger of the first enterprise. 	The 
convoy was moored in a river, above the town of 
Groa; and it was necessary to possess that place, 
as a prelude to the attack on the vessels. 	It was 
defended by two old castles, almost in ruins, with 
loop-holes for musketry, and a deep ditch. 	At 
twenty minutes before twelve, the boats put off,. 
under the command of Lieutenants O'Brien and 
Slaughter, of the Amphion; Dickenson, of the Cer-
berus; and the Lieutenants of marines, Moore and. 
Brattle, with their respective parties from both 
ships,' accompanied by the launches, with • their.  
carronades. 	They landed before daybreak,' on the 
right 'of the town. 	At daylight a heavy fire of 
musketry was opened on them ; and our men pur-
posely retreating to a little uneven ground; the 
French. supposed they were running,' a delusion 
which lost them the day : for sallying out from 
their strong position, they met the English bay-

sonets and sabres, and were instantly put to flight, 
leasing eight of their men dead with bayonet 
wounds only ; a proof of the nature of the contest. 
The whole of their detachment, consisting of a 
lieutenant, sergeant, and thirty-eight privates of 
the 81st regiment, all Frenchmen, were made pri-
soners; and ouriiien took possession of thirty ves. 
sets, laden with stores and merchandise. 	At this 
period the boats of the Active joined their fortu-
nate companions, in-  time to share in. the second 
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battle. 	About eleven in the forenoon a party of 
French troops marched up to the town. 	Lieute- 
nants Slaughter and Moore instantly attacked 
them ; and assisted by the launches in the river, 
another, victory left the heroes in perfect leisure to 
bring out or destroy their prizes. 	In this last 
affair, a French lieutenant and twenty-two men 
of the 5th light infantry, were made prisoners, and 
two men were killed.. About seven in the evening 
Captain Hoste. • had the satisfaction of seeing his 
gallant -comrades.  coming out of the mole, and 
joining the frigates, which were 'about four miles 
off, 	At eight o'clock at night all was secured:' 
our loss was four killed, and three wounded; that • of the enemy, ten killed, and eight wounded. 

The war extended round the whole Italian 
coast. 	Captain J. D. Markland,, in the Bustard, 
and Captain H. W. Pearce, in the Halcyon, pur-
sued a number of armed feluccas under Cape del 
Arme, and completely destroyed them,, although 
defended by their crews for a long time with great 
obstinacy.. 	 .. 

In the month of July, a convoy of thirty-six tail 
of vessels, laden with stores for Murat's- army at 
Scylla, together with seven large gun-boats, and 
five scampavias, were taken by the Honourable 
Captain George G. G. Waldegrave, in the Thames 
frigate; Captain .Prescot, in the Weasel ; 	and 
Captain Nicholas, in the Pilot sloop of war. 	On, 
the approach of our ships, the convoy ran on 
shore.; and being flanked by two small batteries, 
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with their gain-boats in. front, - theylancied them:: 
selves secure. 'The British frigates laid their broad-
sides to file town and forts, withinlrape- shot,cex.4. 
yelled the ,men from the vessels, and caniertb;oni 
chin:. 	The boats put off, headed by the)Captains 
of each of his Majesty's ships: the marines (looded; 
and covered :the seamen, who were emPloyed,  in 
launching the' vessels ; :while the gund of the ships 
of war gave the .enemy no time to think) ofi their. 
defence Or ,resctie1., 	By .six o'clock every vessel 
but one, laden with bread, -was brought:away"Or 
destroyed. ' This was a.very brilliant *exploit :I arid 
it has ..not frequently occurred, that so: small:ii 
force of his Majesty's ships have effected,sonnbch 
real injury tar the ;enemy. 	. Six gun-boats; /three*  
armed ,vessels, and twenty-eight transportsp1aden 
with provisions for the army, were taken; three 
gun-boats, and three transports Were!sunki t The 
whole was' effected with the loss of one nian,killedi, 
and six , men' wounded. 	Captain, Prescott , Was 
posted from the day of ,the .action,4 and Captain) 

.Nicholas three years after. • All the aptainsfrea 
CeiVed the'. decoration of companion of the,.klat14; - to. 
on, the institution of that order in 1815.1 i 	i 	I.) 0 1 

While. the .British fleet; 'under the command, toff 
Sir Charles Cotton; continued to watch Toulon,t 
the gales Ail. the gulf of Lyong frequently droTe.  our; 
ships, to leeward of the port. 	On the12Otlrof July;) . 
the Warspite,,Conqueror, and Ajax, of seventy-four, 
guns, With 1 the Eiiryalus frigate, and .Sheerwater 
brig of Righteen guns, were all the force which the? 
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enemy could discover from the heights ; and their 
squadron of six sail of the line, and four frigates; 
came out , to attack them. 	Our ships ray nearly 
becalmed ; and the Sheerwater, in obedience to a 
signal from.the senior officer to close, had, withla 
light airof wind and a heavy swell, got much too 
near the French squadron. Captain R. W. Otway, 
of the Ajax, being thetternmost of the British line! 
and the nearest to the enemy; perceived that , the 
Sheerw4ter must inevitably be jaken, unless some 
effort .was:made to save her. 	By a singular coin 
cidence the French eighty-gun-ship, which led their 
line; was also called the Ajax. 	She approached 
withra fine breeze from the land, and studding-saili 
set, while. our squadron had little wind. 	As She 
opened her fire on the Sheerwater, the British 
Ajak,put her helm down, came. completely round, 
and interposed between the .French ship and the 
English' brig,- which received .three broadsides 
without sustaining the slightest injury, although 
the !enemy was within half gun•shot: 	'The.'moci 
went the French Admiral saw the :Ajax in 'stays, ,. 
and :that' the Conqueror and Warspite ,followed 
her example, he put about, and with his squadron. 
returned into Toulon. 	Thus ended this little skit.;  
mish, in which no British ship was engaged but'. 
the Ajax. 	Captain Sibley, of the: Sheerwater, 
never 'took any other notice of the fire of the: 
enemy 'than merely shewing his colours. 

,Returning - to the history of the East Indies; in' 
the month of May we find the Isle of .Francel 
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,blockaded by Captain Pym in the.Sirius, with the 
Magicienne, Iphigenia, and the Nereide, under his 
orders ; ate last commanded by Captain Willough-
by, who landed at Point de Diable, .attacked the' 
port of Jacotel, defended by two strong batteries, 
Which he stormed in person, followed by Lieu,-
tenaht H. C. Deacon, and one hundred men ,from 
the Nereide, burnt their signal-post, destroyed their , 
gun carriages spiked the guns, defeated :their' mi- 
litia and regular troops, and took away.their field- 
pieces, and some military stores. 	Having distri- 
buted among the inhabitants some proclamations 
of Governor Farquhar, of the island of Rodrigue, 
tending to shake their allegiance to Napoleon, 
Captain Willoughby embarked with all: hi4 men, 
except one who was killed; Lieutenant Deacon 
and six others were wounded. Had Captain Wil-
loughby been taken with these proclamations, he 
might have suffered an ignominious fate. 

This was the first attempt ever made by the 
English to land on the Isle of France, if we except 
the expedition of Admiral Boscawen, in 1,747,, 
which after. coming to anchor and looking at the 
coast, departed without setting a foot on shore' 
,see Campbell's Admirals, vol. v. p. 100). 	The 
safety of this island from invasion may be attri-
buted in a great measure to the difficulty of 

•ii approachingits coasts, the want of harbours, and 
the .almost incessant high surfs beating, on its. 
shores. 	These were the obstacles which deterred 
the English and Dutch in 1747 ; but they yielded 
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to the superior science of our naval and military 
officers in 1810. 	General De Cien had so well 
succeeded in deceiving the government of India, 
as to the real state of his defences, that it pre-
vented any attack being made for many years, 
and when undertaken, caused four times as many 
troops to be. sent as were really required. 	Bour- 
bon., it will be recolle'cted, had been attacked in 
the preceding year by Commodore Rowley ; but at 
that time our forces were notoconsidered strong 
enough to keep possession of the island: - it was 
therefore abandoned, and the enemy were left for 
a. short time in tranquillity: 

This "year it was determined to make a conquest' 
of the islands, and a permanent establishment; for 
which pinposes Commodore Rowley (with Colonel . 
Keating; his indefatigable coadjutor) prepared a 
proper.armament, .which. sailed from Rodrigue in 
the month of July. 	 . 

The Commodore had quitted*  the Raisonable, 
and taken the command of the Boadicea : he was 
accompanied by the Nereide, and some' transports 
to convey the troops, and proceeded to, join Cap-
tain Pym, who was cruising between the islands 
of Prance and Bourbon, each ship being provided. 
with an additional number of boats, •to: land the 
forces- with the greater celerity.  

Captain Pym, in the Sirius, was directed. to 
make a diversion two leagues to the eastward of 
the town of St. Denis, at a place called Grande 
Chaloupe, which he effected. 	Tour other British- 
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• frigates pushe:d away for the anchorage;.  with the 
transports:, 	Captain Willoughby undertook , to 
land, a -party on a spot where the, access was ren.7  
dered..extremely difficult and, dangerous, a beach 
of large rough stones with a heav,y serf; several of 
the boats were , stove, a transport was laid with. 
liet broadside to the shore r to serve as a ,break- 
water; her anchor coming home, she onlyafforded 
a momentary protection, four men were drowned 
in attempting to land, but those' who reached ,the • 
shore secured themselves. by, taking possession, of 

,rthe battery of St. Marie. 	,Captain Curtis,in,,the 
Magicienne, supported the party at Grand Chai—
loupe, by working into the bay, and landing his 
troops there ; and to this, spot the. ComModOre,. 
with.Colonel Keating, -proceeded on the morning 
of the 8th of July, where the remainder of the 1  tropps disembarked. When the British forces, in I.. 	1 	, 	i ., 	4 ,• spite, of every obstacle, were th4 in ppssessiori of 
the land and the anchorage, all. further resistance 
on the part of the Governor being useless, he 
leaPitUlated, and the island of Bourbon,r-dri3o-
naprtei,- as it had been named by the flatterers bf 
the emperor, became a British colony. 	• 	, . 

0 	While' our fdices were thus employe& Captain 
-Pyiiii, in' the Sirius, observed a brig-'preparing 't'o 
''saij. frond 'St. 41iiitl's, at-eleven o'clock at -night. 'He 

i 	10- 	c dispatehed his Urge, with Lieutenant Norman, 
'and sinie'Vblunteers, to bring her out. 	Reaching 
the' tat they` found she had 'sailed, 'and this ncl- 
.veiltViiiiis yoting ' 'officer resolveetoi.pursue her : 
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the wind being light, he came up with her,- after a 
row of twelve hours; boarded. and took her;-not- 
withstanding the fatigue his men had undergone; 
and though 'his enemy 'had thirty 'men,- and fotir 
twelve 'pounders, 'to 'oppose to him. The brig was 
balled the Edward of- Nantz, pierced for sixteen 
pins, and was bound with diSpatches to the Isle' 
of France.  

In the month of July, Commodore Du Perree, 
who . iihd cruised with great success in the pre,  
Iceding year in the bay of Bengal, fell in with three 
British outward-bound East Indiamen, which„_ 
lfa‘ving sailed from the Cape of Good Hope, ivere 
off the island of Mayotta near Johanna, on the 
northern coast of Madagascar.  

- The names and force of the Indiamen wete---, 
• J 	ti. 

Ships. 	 Guns. 	Seamen. 	Soldiers. 	K. 	W. 

	

. 	. 	I 	- 	4 	• 1 
Ceylon 	Captain Meritnn • 26 	110 	250 	8 	24 

' ' Windham Captain Stewart • 26 	110 	250 	4 	i  .4t 
Astell 	,Captain Hay • • • , 32 ' 	120 	• 275 	8 	/ 36 -, 

4 	L 	4  
'When the French - squadron was first seen ,.at 

daylight, they were hull down to leeward. 	Meri- 
ton,. the senior officer of the Indiamen, with More 
courage than prudence, Jay-to to receive the attack. 
Having before taken a French frigate in an Ind.* 
man,,he held them too cheap. 	Ddyerree, in the 
Bellone, of forty-four guns, with the Victor cor- 

. vette 'came ,up about 4 P. au. 	The, Ninerve ;was 
still a long way;astern. 	The weight 0,( the bathe 
fell on the Ceylon and Astell ; the latter was, nobly 
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defended by the detachment of the 24th regiment, 
joining heart and hand with the captain and crew 
of the ship. 	The Bellone, having given and re- 
ceived a broadside, passed. a-head, and placed her-
self in a raking position ; Major Foster ordered 
• his men on the forecastle,. where they made such 
excellent use of their musketry, that they nearly 
silenced the great guns of the frigate. 	She bore 
up, ran to leeward, and in the act of wearing her 
topmasts fell. 	Captain Hay was at this time 
desperately wounded. 	It was proposed, that the 
Astell and Ceylon should lay the frigate on board ; 

but the chief officer of the Ceylon hailed, and said 
that Captain Meriton was shot, and that as no 
more would be done, he (the chief officer) had sur- 
rendered. 	It was quite dark : the Windham was 
not visible, and the Astell made all sail and 
escaped: the Ceylon and the Windham were 
Captured. 	Captain Meriton recovered 	of his 
wound.  

The officers of the 24th regiment, who behaved 
so gallantly, were Major Foster', Captains Gub7  
bins, Craig, and Maxwell, Payniaster Ewing, 
and Ensign D'Aine; John Riley, Esq. senior mer-
chant, and Mr. Creighton, passengers, rendered 
. every assistance in their power on the ',quarter- 
deck during the action.  

'the colours.of the Astell were three times shot 
away. 	The French Commodore stated in his 
official report that they were struck (but this is 
untrue), and7•ca1ls the gallant Captain- Hay "Cet 
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indigne fuyard.". The officers of the 24th regiment 

-gave' the .assertions of Du Puree the most formal 
contradiction, on their arrival at Madras. 	,The 
East India Company .settled a pension of,£460 
a-year on Captain Hay, and presented £2000 to 
the officers and crew, as .a mark of approbation for 
their distinguished bravery. 	Andrew. Peters, one 
of the seamen of the Astell, nailed the pendant to - 
the main-topmast-head, and was killed as he .de- 
scended the rigging. 	The Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to testify their approbation of 
the defence of the A stell, granted to the ship's 
company a protection from impressment for ;three 
years.. 

From an official document, published by the 
East India Company, in 1811 (see Naval Chron.-
part, ii. of that year), we learn that the loss in 
their trade, during the years 1807, 8, and 9,. was ,i. 	. 

. fourteen -sail of ships, all 	richly laden. 	The 
value of these ships and cargoes, had they reached 
England, - would have amounted to £1,202,638 ; 
but. the .greater part of them foundered at sea, 
• few fell into the hands of the enemy. 

These unprecedented losses induced the, Court ' 
of. Directors to assemble a joint committee of 
warehoause 	and shipping 	interests, to inquire 
into the causes of such repeated disasters. 	From 
the report it 	appears that a 	fleet, 	consisting 
of the Phoenix, Ceylon, Lord Nelson, Preston, 
Tigris, Experiment, 	Diana, 	Glory, 	and Ann, 
sailed from Madras •on the 25th of October, 
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1808,, f , MAP.; It.ponvoy i of i his ; Najesty'lli ship, tAl;-r 
bion ; and, that; on the, 2001,,offlovembqr;  ,ipt  144, 
10° and long. 91° east, a iyiolent,Tgale gorirgriPtfcgdili 
which lasted r  till the ?d...,,, This ,galeA wasiin, Fact,,, 
a _hurricane of unusual *.v.olenoN mr,hickil.iich the," 
ships,. On thei9 beam ends, with ,their., gnni4vililajs, i  
int ithe!..,w.atrx  and,.many 9f, thep_only..righked p,y.if  
cutting away a fpre-rnp.st, or a. Ozel-Ilna§tIgkr. 
ships in this, leet. foundered : igley were.,, U10,44.40 
Nelspni, the, Experiment, ,and thetqlocyl 1,1 	fir: ) 

A second fleet sailed from, Point,de,G,all.cron. tIve,:f 
15th of FipbruAryl'1809,, , undricolivrST. PubisfAlar6 
j'esty's ...ship t Culloden„ •Vice,admiral .S,iy gd\v,azlo  
Pellew,,tand Terpsichore frigate.. They twere,,i thei, 
WAlliRin pat);  pocR4a, 1.4ady,J4ne ID4ndas,r•jtugh41 
Inglis, .1J,T3e, Duchess. of Gordon, Earl JO' ,5,..Niin, 1  -0  
cent, i #1-4c1 'Pqnpi ;t1e3ctra. . ships, 	§overeigu„,,.5.kti. 
Willia.n1,13erislero . Huddart, -Harriet, Euphrates,!, 
Npyth,uniberla0„ 1,pro. Elden, and Indus.? 	,1 i . 1,A9k 

pp the,14th ofMarch, in ,lat. 22° §,tieapcLippp,  ) 
61p,x.4;thoy ,encountered a, hurricarnel4with, suflsi  i 
den;  shiftmf, w,incl,. ,;This caused the motsti.latat i  
accidents-=some of the ships were, seudding..undo, J 

a close,reefed.i main-Aoppail' when, taken ,a-back, 
an 	the, loss Hof four of then .is;  accounted, for !only -. 
in 'this,  way.l.  ,They, were deeply, la,clep., 	Their:  
*pumps. livpuld, not , keep them free, .and they , were 
upset or foundered, . They,were the Jiane,P,ucbess i i 
of Gordon,. the. Lady Jane pundas,,th,e,Calcu.tta,. 
and the Bengal.  

The4  chaippAri, 4 the • conimittgp, :Mx. ,!Cotton, 
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attributed the loss of these: ships to three causes,: 
first: the imOresstnent•of so many of their seamen 
in India; as to render them unable to shoiten sail 
and' prepare for bad weather; .when a press 'of sail 
war required to keep,  nil with- the convoy; se- . 
condly, going from port t6 port to join. convoy ;• 
and, lastly; 'sailing at improper 'seasons, • and not` 
going far.' enough' tol the eastward, to avoid -the' 
htirridanei so' prevalent near . the Mauritius. 	• fr 

Captain Pym; 'who had been stationed 'off tbe '' 
Isle Of Fiance, and particularly off Port Imperial; 
on' the south-east or weather side of the. island, • 
conceived the possibility of. more effectually pre-.  
venting the ingress of the enemy's. ships to 'the 1  
harbour; by occupying the Tsle de la Passe, which 
completely commanded the narrows ; he therefore 
stormed -and 'carried it, with the loss of eighteen 
of .his men killed and wounded. 	Having got pos-' 
session of the enemy's signals, he gave them to' 
Captain Willoughby, of the Nereide, and "stationed 
him to tuard the poition he had so nobly and 
judiciously won, -  while. himself went to cruise to' 
windward of the island. 	4 

' 	4 Returning to the Isle of France from hii sue.- 
cessful cruise, on the 20th of August, in the morn-. 
ingl ,  Liu .Perree. made the land. near Port Sbuth 
East,,  and deceived by the signals of the Nereide;' 
her French build, and her tri-coloured flag, he. 
bord'up for thelarbour, the Victor leading the way. 
The channel.occtipied by the Nereide was here so 
extremely narrow, that the French ships int pas4- 
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ing were nearly;on board of her; 	The, Victor ap,,  
_sprciached; leading the French. linet 	The crew of 
the Nereide were at their guns; ready to 'obey the 
order to fire : at the same time the iibatterieson. 
Isle de-la Passe, manned by.a party from the .39th 
and 66th regiments, under the command, of Captain 
Dodd, were equally prepared to receive the erietny. 
With her topsails dewed up, and her men,a1Oft to 
ffirl• sails, the Victor was hailed by the Nereide, 
and commanded to anchor;  and.striketer &AWN : 
this order was accompanied by a broadside, Which 
quickly produced obedience ; her helm -was Tilt 
down, her colours struck, and her anchor let :go in 
an instant: 	 • 	1 	, 	i 

When Du Perree saw the fire from the Nereide 
and, the island open on the Victor, he made the 
signal for his squadron to come to the,  wind;:and 
to close with.hirn, but it was too late; theMnierve 
followed so close to the corvette, as to receive-the 
broadside of the Nereide, which had just, timeuto 
reload her guns, and the Ceylon (a'prize Indiaman) 
having, also entered the• narrows with ) her;. came 
into. action, and keturned the fire with great spirit: 

Du 'Perree, in. the Bellone, seeing that the iMi- 
,nerve and Ceylon had passed into the !anchorage)  

;and that the Victor lay near the Nereide;t &tight 
it best to follow and. recover the corvette, whose 
.signal he made to cut and re-hoist her colours, 
4while the Bellone- exchanged broadsides with the 
Nereide. 	By this manceuvre the whole,  French 
squadron reached the harbour, and came safely to 
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their mooring6, under the protection 'of their bat- 
.teries.f 	The Windham, 	after' the Bellone had 
passed the' Nereide, was directed by the CommoL 
dore 'to follow; but.  the Captain, unwilling to 
incur the danger, preferred remaining at sea, band 
was taken the ,next day by the Sirius.. The 
Nereide had three men killed, and sustained a 
good deal of darnage in the action with the four 
shipi which passed, and engaged her in successioh. 

Oathe 22d of August, when, the Sirius joined 
the Nereide, Captain Willoughby made the signal 
that he: was ready for action, and that the, enemy 
was inferior in force . to the two British frigates, 
and the master of the Nereide. assuring Captain 
Tym that he could lay him alongside the Bellone, 
,an; attack was immediately decided on, but in 
steering in for this purpose, the Sirius grounded, 
and :amid not be got off till the following day, at 
:noon z -on the 23d he was joined by the Iphigenia 
and IVIagicienne, commanded by the Captain's 
Lambert and Curtis. With this additional force it 
was conceived that the enemy could not resist, 
and without giving them a moment to raise more 
batteries, the British squadron again stood in to 
attack them. 

The following extract from the log of the.. 
Nereide, will convey a better idea of the state of 
the ship, and the squadron, than any language, 
however forcible, from the pen of a person not 
actually present : 	 . 

2 H 2 
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, 	. 
liTlib'eriemyvoinmeneed ,firing froM the shipfrand batteries at 

50.40.-ribtbrought up with the small bower in five:fathoms off 
shore' a quarter of a mile, and within half pistol-shot of the 
Bdllottei and Victor, ,veered to hale a cable, and commenced 
actiou:at 6. 30.1 The iMagicienne grounded within musCet-shbtr 
or the' Minerve, and commenced action chiefly with musketry, 
From her position only three guns could bear. 	At. b. 30. the 
Iphigenia anchored on the Magicienne's larboard-quarter, and 
commenced.firing. At 5.40. the Sirius grounded, nearly, out of 
gnu-shot. The Ninerve, Victor, and Indiamen, cut, and run on 
shore, in doing which, they'ran foul of the Bellcine, which alSo' 
.cut; and altered her position nearer in shore. 	Our spring shot 
away$ ,swung round with our stern to the Bellone; cut our, small, 
bower cable, and let go the best, to bring our starboard .guns to 
bear. 	captaiti Willoughby severely wounded on the head. 	Ai 
10,. most -of the quarter-deck and forecastle guns, being dis-t 
mounted—most of the guns disabled on ,the main-deck—the 
squadron on shore, and unable to render us any assistance—, 
hulled from' shipping and batteries—Nereide aground astern,— 
Captain Willoughby ordered a boat to be sent to inform Captain 
Pyin l of our situation. 	At 10. 30. the boat returnedrwith 
orders for Captain Willoughby to repair. on board thee'Sirius, 
*Ilia he declined doing--!a boat was then ordered ' to.'the . 
tellOne, to say we had struck, being entirely silenced, and .a 
dreadful carnage on board—an officer came from the Iphigenia, 
44,. 	I. 

to know why we had ceased firing? At 11. 20. our .boat return-
ed) not being able to reach the Bellone, being in a sinking state 
froth; a , shot--the enemy 'continued firing on us at intervals 
during the night. 	At midnight moderate with rain, wind S.E. 
At 12. 30. A.M. the main-mast went by the board: 	At .1. 30. 
iiVerat r'OPes on fire, which were luckily extinguished--hoisted 
French eoloors in the fore-rigging--the batteries and the Bellone 
still firing into us, although we hailed the latter.  to say we had 
struck—perceiving the Union Jack which had been nailed to 

+die wizen-malt head, still flying, and no rigging or ropes to go 
aloft by—cut away the mizen-mast, on which the enemy ceased 
firing. 	About 2 P.. m. the Bellone's boat boarded, spiked the 
guns, and took possession of the keys. of the magazine.. 	At' 6, 
we' obsetVed the Aigicienne's (ship'8 4company) quit' her', she 
Win on fire 	At 11.30. she blewnp—lphigenia warping out. 
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At 2,1 two. Fiench pfficers .  came on:board, and committed the 
bodies of the slain to the deep—the Iphigenia trying to get the,  
Siritis off. 	At 9,. observed the boats quit the Sirius, she being. 
on fire: 	At IO, the boats •came from the Bellone to laud the 
prisoners—wet the decks by order from the French officers, 
who were fearful the explosion from the Sirius should set fire to 
the Nereide, she being to leeward, and the wind strong. 	, 

, 	 . i 	_  
Commodore , Du Perree, as soon as- the /Sirius, 

gio-t'olded, turnea• a 'defeat into a *most decided=' i victory. 	Captain Pym 'and .his gallant .associates, 
e'ontinued the fight until two o'clock in the Inorn44. ., 	1 	-, 	. 	• 	• 	

a 
, 	. 	• 

mg, when 	mutual cessation of fire • gave 'a ,shoft 
respite of two hours, to the combatants. 	In the. 
Mean 'while fresh' troops poured into the enemy's: 
shi.P's;'09M the share, and ;replaced the killed' and, 

• Wounded. 	 ... 	 • -  
r  The whole of the French ships had taken the,  fl.o. 	,,.. 

ground, but, in such a position as to give theM 
every advantage over ours: While the Nereide had 
stiiiik as low as the shoal would admit, the French 
still continued to fire on her, not knowing 'her. 
colours were down, and killed or wounded nearly • - 	i 	., eiery officer and man on board. 	No 'part '6f .,  
her,. was, sheltered ; the shot of the enemy pene-
trated to the hold, and the bread-room, where a 
young midshipman was killed, as he lay bleeding 
from a, previous wound. 	. Captain: Willoughby., 
having lost an eye, and being otherwise severely 
'curt, was removed from the bread-room to the fore 

• 'I 	 „ 	. 

part of the hold, as less exposed tb, shot. .0ne,hun7  
dred' and sixteen men lay dead on her deeks,•and 
of the wounded many died on landing. Lieutenant 
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(now' Captain) Henry Galling ' D'edcoii.1,7Ce'eeived 
two-and4wenty wounds.' 'Not aii'8ffide'r ,erg6ape'd 
unhurt; and very few of the men. 	, 	1, 

By a French survey of Port imperial, and the 
position of the contending shipg, drawirby a Me. 
Marton, who was present, it has beeii made AO 
appear that the Sirius grounded at the distance Of 
sixty-three toises (nearly English fathoms) froth 
the Bellone, and the:Nere4ide not thirty; the two 
other ships in the intermediate distance. 	'This 
statement is notoriously incorrect : the Sirius was 
nearly a mile from the enemy ; the Iphigenia about 
the same distance; the Magicienne much nearer; 
and the Nereide about two hundred yards. '• 

The Magicienne, it appears, had eight men 
killed, and' about 'twenty wounded; and being 
bilged and sinking, was set on 'fire by 'Captain 
Curtis, who carried his crew to- the Iphigenia. 
Captain Pym, after having laboured two days,and 
two nights to get the Sirius afloat, was obliged to 
burn her, and she blew tip on the night Of the 
25th, at eleven o'clock. He also repaired with his 
crew to the Iphigenia, who now had on board nearly 
'one thousand men, and was completely blocked4p 
in an enemy's port, without water or provi§iong. 
The French squadron which he had engaged.was 
refitting and getting afloat in his rear, while in his 
van three frigates, released from Port Louis, ap-
peared in the offing, under the command of Com- 
modore Hameln. 	These were, the Venus, .La 
Manche, and Astree. 	Captain Lambert having, 
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on the.,27th, by, excessive exertion succeeded in 
warping his. Ship up, to the Isle de la Passe,, found 

,himself under the .necessity • of capitulating-! t. 9 
Monsieur Hameln, under a promise that ,hiinself 
and the,people should be.sent to the Cape of :Goi9,4 
Hope,within one, Month ; but in this the French 
government infamously failed. 	The officers , and 
men were treated with the most inhuman cruelty; 
and their unmerited sufferings were aggravated -by. . 
theinsnits of the wretches who, having from our ser- 
,vice , enterect that'of the enemy, were appointed to 
guardthem. 	The narration of Lieutenant George 
:Oximes, one, of :the. sufferers, would rouse the in-
dignation of the country ; but as the time is gone 
,by,, and we .trust that, France, 'and Suture rbplli-
gerents, will:  ,adopt a milder and more Christian- 
:like ,mode of treating their prisoners, we shall dis- 
miss.  the subject. 	 L 

,The first object of Captain Pyrn j  after the failurp 
ofhis attack, was to apprize Commodore Rowley 
of what had happened ;. he therefore, before ,the 
surrender of.  the Iphigenia, dispatched a ,boat with 

.,a letter to' the Commodore. 	To conclude this 
liainful .part of our labour, we must observe that 
the; officers and crews of the four frigates were 
honourably -  acquitted by the sentences of the 
,courts-ln4rtial, . before which their conduct was 
investigated,.. 	' 

Qn. captain Willoughby they passed the highest 
eulogiums for the " noble" defence of the Nereide; 
but censured him: .for having made the signal to 
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i  Captain Ny.  1:n cwhen the Sirius: only *as ,in Com- 
, piny,, hat the enemy was of inferioilicirce. 	1 

, 'The firing -of ,the enemy appears 0 to ;have- been, 
particularly directed against, the; Nereids.; ' pit- 

_paleyl, in, revenge for the disgrace 1 they had sof- 
fered,, in, passing her on the 20th, of, August i The 

1fir4'1lieutenant, i Mr.. John.  Burns, kwas killed ; , as 
*were, also Lieutenant Morlett, 33d regiment.; Lieu= 
t tenant AldWinkle, Madras artillery.; and, Mr, G. 
Ximm 44s, , . midshipman. * 	The French ioWned 1 ;to 
thirty-Seven killed, and one hundred, and twelVe 
wounded, in, this .affair. 

!, 	The, misfortunes of the British navy . followed 
close rupon each other. 	The Ceylon. (not: the one 
y,re,.have.b,een speaking of, but another .Indiaman, 
purchased into the service at Bombay),TWas •com- 

..missioned as a ship of war, and the 'command of 
,her given to Captain Charles Gordon., 'She Mount-. 

- .e.d thirty,- guns; but was indifferently manned tas 
Ao„seamen, although she very fortunately.  had .on 
LipaTci ,some soldiers, who assisted, in her defence; 
,which, for its obstinacy,. and the happy_.estilts to 
.7;hich, lit ,led,, did more-honour to her. captain; and 
pprpvv,,pian many victories we have recorded, 	hick' 
410vereceiy0 the reward usually allotted to merit; 
This action of CaptainGordon's led :afterwards tto 1 
thp hsucceAs of Ominiodore Rowley. 	. 1 	, i 	, • 
! 	The, ceylpn sailed from Madral in August, under 
orders, from Viet-admiral Drury, with Major-gene-
ol Alleycrpmbie,,,a,nd, a small body fro! ,troops on. 
'board, to assist in the capture of the Isle, of France. 
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On-, thed. 'hill of September; 'she al tided.  "off Po' it 
Louis, ..and 'discOSTered -severti 1sail .of ri'ench Tri-
egatesran'd at corvette; lying in "'the' harbour:!' The 
(13 rtitish! iqua:dronl not being In .sighi; Capialti: sC4 6t-
tIon!made,,all -sailifoi the island of Bointhorr, pili•-
liiied byrtWO df the-frigates; one of WhiCh bronght 
him tól close 'action; :which was maintained' tfo'r an 

-thodr And leg minutes. 	About midnight, iheene-- 
Aniihratilecl off, and dropped' astern, -13tit renewed 
the action.  it two in the inornitag, accompanied by 
Allevsecend frigate, Who was very 'soot reduced' to 
a mere wreck by the gallant fire of the Ceylion; and 

:she,. fell' astern, ' with her inizen-mast, an& for& and 
maingtopmastq over the side.: 	'Unfortunately;' the 
united fire 'of the ,  two frigates shot awary"ther top-
mastS)-of the .Ceylon about the same tirne,..find,She 

tbdcamerunmanageable. 	The action was still 6n-- 
tinned until five A. M. when one-of the frigatds.;.*itii 

,her fore and main-mast standing, took a rakirlg jio-
fsition'under the quarter of the BritiSh ship;'wherie 
,sheketCup a fire, unchecked by Any idturkfroiii 
(the' 'Ceylon; -*hose gallant Captdin-  Alf -664114 
irnizeti.-topsail to 'be cut away, to enlable thA 'ship 
itoletbetore the Wind; 	This resource failing, and 
•kvery thing having been done for the 'preservition 
(of the:ship;.  the Colours It;dre battled down'td stik- 
rior force. 	The frigates Were the Vends; bf fortY'- 
Tolorgtins; eighteen ponnders; .and:thr'ee . liundsred 
.and !eighty then ; and the - Victor Nrmerly tng 
.fish), of siiteeWgung,' and one.hun4red and twenty. 
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men. 	'The Ceylon' had ten 'men _killed,- five; dan- 
-geronsly wounded, eight severely;,, and eighteen 
• slightly. r Captain Gordon was, of -course, _most 
honourably acquitted'for the loss of his ship. 

- . 	It was under these painful circumstances;  with 
• : scarcely as:much force as.common prudence would 

have , required to. ensure his safety from capture, 
that Commodore Rowley proceeded, to ••retrieve 

4 the distresses of his countrymen: 	He bad very 
fortunately agreed.with his 'active coadjutor, C,o-
lonel. Keating, that a military post. should be este.-
blighed on Flat Island, after' having secured Abe 

4  possession of Isle de la • Passe. 	For :this pm.- 
, pose, the Bombay Merchant, a large transport, 
- was loaded with provisions. .and. water sufficient 
• for both islands,.and took on board the flank! bat-
talion, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel 

_ Austen. 	He had just completed this part of •his 
arrangement; when, on the 22d of August, he was 
joined by the Windham, recaptured from the- enemy 
by the Sirius on the 21st, and by her he le4rned 

:that _Du Puree had forced the,  passage .of the Isle 
de la ,Passe, and that it was the intention of 
Captain Pym to. attack him in that anchorage, 
without -waiting for any farther reinforcement. .11 
' The! more highly Rowley appreciated the 

talents and. courage of Captain Pym; the more - 
he dreaded this fatal resolution, knowing the .gX- 
trenie hazard of the enterprise; certain, that he 
Would.  make :the attempt, yet • convinced that 

   
  



1810.1 	 EAST INDIES. 	 475. 
• in the 'coUrSe 'of a few weeks, the enemy's squa-
dron must surrender without firing a shot to the 

Aunited forces which were coming to attack -the 
Isle of France. 

Two of the ‘ flank companies, and a detachMent 
t of artillery, were hurried on. bodd the- Boadicea ; 
the transport, with the -remainder of the force, was 

',directed to follow; but baffling winds unfortunately 
tetarded the passage, till the event was decided. 
A:boat (which .had .been sent away by Captain 

-Pym) was picked up on the 27th by the Comma- 
• &we, which acquainted him with the result of the 
-aetion. at Port Imperial, on the 23d and 24th. 
.Never ( was, an officer more completely mortified . 
sand disappointed than the Commodore; on receiv- 
ing this melancholy despatch. 	On making the Isle 

1de la Passe, on the following morning, he perceived 
-two. of the enemy's frigates close off the port ; he 
-stood within gun-shot of one of them, and within 
,six miles of the Isle de la Passe, when he saw the 

lIphigenia, but could not approach her (although 
-Shb was at that time in possession of the English), 
a third frigate coming down upon him' from. to 

• . windward. 	 . 
The' Commodore' tacked and stood off, and. was 

• •Ohased by the French Squadron. 	La Venus, hav-
ing a great superiority in sailing, might easily have 
brought him to action, but appeared to wait for 
the coming up of her consort, La Manche. It now 
b,etame a scene of tactics, in which the superior 
genius of Rowley turned all the fortune of the war 
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ihAlig:AV01.11%. 4  He' Barr las 'fat; to fleeWaicrias, St.1 
Denis, in order-to: give an 'opportunity to the -trans-' 
port to' succour the Iphigenia,• and perhaps'afford' 
tinie for her to escape, by bringing!the F-renchr fri'-' 
gates . /ay froin the Isle de laPasse:i iThe;Boadit-
cm was therefok at daylight tacked; ana directed • 
towards' the ivvir French frigates, When th6y 'again! 
renewed the 'chase, until sheartivedioff'St./Denii,) 
whence: Rowley sent an expres4 to CaPtainVOint= 
kinson, of the' Otter, to move with his whole !ship'i 
company-into the Windhani,•and join"him)imthe-t 
diately: 	ArriVing off St. Paul's; 'the Commodore 
found that Captain Tomkinson. had declined' th'e 
command :of the Windhani, as being unfit for serf) 
vice.; 'in consequence of which, Captain T...yneliacr 
With the' most indefatigable exertions fitted the; 
EmMa-  transport, with the guns,  of the Windhantz 
and joined the'Cominodore off the port: Witlithisl 
timely 'assistance, Rowley resumed his route-to 
*wards thelsle.  of France; but finding the'Enithat 
Coal' not' keep' up with him, he detachedlher to' 
Rodrigue; tocgive information to any: of but ship& 
she might meet with, of .  the state of the' erieniy's• 
forCe; and proceeded in the Boadicea to the- r§id,  de 
la Paise, .where;'on his arrival, he found that the 
Iphigenia:had sailed, and that four ships remained: 
in , the' port; .which,,  it was ascertained; 	the 'were 
Bellone, Minerve, Nereide, and Ceylon.; ''F ii 	. i 

The -Iphigenfa .having capitulated, nothing rriOrk, 
coUldbe•done at that •time. 	ConimodoreRoWley. 
refurned• to- St. Paul's bay, in the island of .Bour- 
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bon,. whence thisl indefatigable! 'officer, ,weighed, 
againionithe morning of thell2th. 'of September-I 
in Company, with T•the.. Otter! sloop of waN andt  
Staunch..gun,brig, to. attack the.Astree and;Iph1.7. 
genia,f Which hadap.peared. in the offing, 	,A,t:this 
-moment;  ;he, had' the. satisfaction , of seeing, the, 
Bilitish,frigate,!Africaine, commanded by, Captainf 
Corbett; join him in chase of the;  nemy; 	Fortune, 
smiled, ;and. .thel labours. of the gallantiRoWley 
dr9w,,tp,,a,gloriqus conclusion ;o  but he, was yet.toi 
feel, one;  more deep and cutting disappointment:, 
T,heAfricaine qutsail'ed the enemy : ,Cprbetti with 
MtiA.a.Me . zeal, :for which he has been. blaived; 
cli.d.inot hesitate in bringing 'the two frigates Ito 
aptilon,,,which.he did at three o'clock in the: morn-4 
ipg; 1,The Boadicea was at this ;time about fu ft 
rnilesj, astern 	the the wind died, away.; , the 4. AfriA 
Caine, was oyerpowered; and, if we haye:not._bden 
greatly deceived, was lost by the - misconduct iof 
herf ,erew,„ 	r.rhp, intrepid Captain had his leg. `shot 
off. 	The enemy raked him, and their an:kited fires 
compelled the, senior lieutenant to.surrender,1Cor4 
bett,,did, no (we fear would not) survive; his cap;'... 
ture;Oirty-six,of his men were killed, And.ninety?, 
two wounded. The dawn of day once more brpke 
on, commodore Rowley 'in presence ,of, Ian enemy 
superior . to ,him in force, and, in numberi,but infe-f 
rior in courage, science, and ,resources.. They .ap-, 
pearekto. have suffered little, and _the rafricaine 
had alte her masts 'and yards, her ,Mizen-tolimast. 
only, yas gone; she was in their Pow*on,LI. To 
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have renewed the action under these disadvantageg 
would have beta an act of madness;' the Boadicea; 
was alone ; and it was known, that two other efie, 
my's frigates. and a corvette were then cruising in 
the neighbourhood. 	The Commodore therefore 
returned to bring up the Otter and Staunch; then. 
out. of sight astern, which having joined, he led 
them towards the enemy, who abandonedirthe 
Africaine at his approach, leaving an officer- and 
nine Frenchmen in charge of her, with most of thd 
wounded; and. about eighty-three of the crewl 
whom the French had not time to remove. 	Be-,  
sides the-'Captain of the Africaine, Mr. Parker; 
the master, was killed ; the first and.secOiSd.lieu; 
tenants, lieutenant of marines, a mate, and three 
midshipmen were wounded, and carried away pri: 
soners to the Isle of France. 	 - 

The frigates which had effected the capture of 
the'Africaine, were the Astree and the Iphigenia; 
the last so recently taken at the Isle'cfe la Passe: 
Lieutenant Joseph C. Tullidge, first ,  of the Afri4 
caine, and .senior surviving officer, was tried in 
England for the loss of that ship. - It appeared to 
the coArt, that he had most faithfully discharged 
his duty ; had•  received four severe wounds; .and 
when nothing could be done to save the ship, he. 
surrendered. 	He was therefore most honourably 
acquitted, anti promoted to the rank of commander. 

r  Tht-eiliriziodore Concludes his narrative at this 
Period,  with a humble and therefore a more iin,  
pressive recommendatiOn of his first lieutenant, 
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Mr. Laugharne. Ike arrived in St. Paul'* bay, once 
more on the 18th of September, with the shattered 
Africaine, and again prepared to pursue the enemies 
of his country; 	He had not been many .hours at 
anchor, before they made their appearance, three 
sail, two of which had suffered in their masts. and 
rigging. 	-The Boadicea, with the Otter sloop)  and 
Staunch- gun-brig, instantly went in pursuit ;,- but 
light winds retarded their movements so long,,tbat,. 
before they could . clear the bay, the enemy were ... nearly out of sight. 	The Boadicea, however, hav- 
ing the advantage of a fresh breeze, neared them 
rapidly. 	The only one which appeared not dis- 
abled, had a crippled ship in tow ; this she cast 
off, 	to . save herself by flight. 	The third, .sliiip 
having . no toPmasts, and only her courses to, 
set, bore up to assist .her ,,crippled .consort, 	'This 
enabled the gallant Rowley to run close alongside; 
and with a few well directed broadsides)  het soot 
silenced hei' fire, and displayed a British iflag. at 
her mainmast-head. She proved to be the French 
imperial frigate, La Venus, of forty-four guns, 
with a complement of three hundred and eighty 
men victualled and stored for six months, 	and 
commanded by Monsieur Hameln, senior officer 
of the French squadron. in the Indian seas. 	In this 
action the Venus had nine men killed, and fifteen 
wounded. 	This is the ship which had engaged 
and captured the Ceylon in. the early part. of the 
same morning. 	" 

The Venus (and we fear her captain, Monsieur 
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Hameln) was in India. the 'preceding year: 	In the 
month•of October, he.went. to the' British settlei 
ment of Tappanooly, in the island of Sumatra, sand 
laid it waste, taking the' female part of the. inha- • 
bitants on 	board 	a prize : • he set. fire to the 
town, plundering it of every article, and burning . 
every building,• both public and private. 	If Conr- 
modore Hameln was present at this detestable 
and disgraceful scene, he ought (when taken) to 
have been sent back to Tappanooly, and made to 
answer for his barbarity with his life.. What mare 
could have been done by the subjects of the king 
of Ashantee, than was perpetrated by this repre-. 
sentative of the Emperor of a refined and polished 
nation ? 	Is there any example of such conduct in 
the British army or navy ? . We are proud to 'say 
there never was, and we think never will be. 

The Ceylon was immediately retaken by Captain 
Tomkinson, in the Otter. On the 21st of Sep.  tem, 
ber, the Commodore had returned 'with all his 
prizes to St. Paul's bay, where his friend, Colonel 
Keating, zealously gave him every assistance, and 
filled up the complements of the ships with soldiers 
from his garrison. The Boadicea had no one' killed, 
and only two wounded in the action.. Captain 
Tomkinson, of the Otter, Lieutenant Laugharne, 
Lieutenant Strutt, of the Staunch, 'and Lieutenant 
Ramsay, of the 80th regiment, are particularly 
mentioned as having distinguished themselves in 
this unexampled piece of service. 

The successes of Commodore Rowley prepared 
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the way for the final reduction of the Isle of France, 
to;which Vice;  admiral Bertie directed, the forces 
under his-command. There was one circumstance 
attending the attack onthis island, ,which, though 
hitherto scarcely noticed by historians, contributed 
greatly,  to. enlighten the minds . of the inhabitants, 
till then kept,in profound ignorance of the state ,of 
things, 	We mean the daring adventure of Cap- 
tain Willoughby,: of the Nereide,. who,:  after land-
ing, at Jocotel, penetrated into the interior of the 
island; and distributed the proclamations which 
;made . the , inhabitants . acquainted with the views• 
.of. the British government, and induced them, on 
lour forces' :landing, to.  lay down their arms,. and 
gladly avail themselves of British protection. 
f  • In. his-letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated on board the Africaine, in St. Paul's bay, 
Isle .of Bourbon, lath of October, 1810, Vicerad- 
Eniral Bertie says, " I hoisted my flag on boaTd 
the Nisus, and sailed from the Cape of Good Hope, 
on the 4th of September, for the Isle of France. 
On the 2d, I made the land, and proceeded to re- 
connoitre Port. South East, :and Port Louis, or' 
Port Imperial, without meeting any British cruiser. 
Thence I 'proceeded to St. Paul's bay, where I 
found the Boadicea, Otter, and Staunch gun-brig, . 
together with the Africaine and Ceylon, which had 
been taken, and recaptured from the enemy,.and 
the imperial French frigate, La : Venus. 	A mo-
mentary superiority thus obtained (says the Ad-
miral) by the enemy, has ,been promptly and de- 
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cisively crushed, by the united zeal, judgment, 
perseverance, 	skill, and intrepidity, of Captain 

•Rowley, in the Boadicea." 	. 
The Vice-admiral, on his arrival in the island of - 

Bourbon, prepared to attack the Isle of France. 
The prize and recaptures were immediately equip- 
ped. • The name of the Venus was changed to that 
of the Nereide, in compliment to the gallant de- 
fence of that ship ; and in eleven days after the 
Admiral's arrival, the Boadicea, Africaine, Nisus, 
Nereide, of thirty-eight guns, and the Ceylon, of 
thirty guns, were all ready for sea. 	A fortunate 
circumstance succeeded to our disasters. 	The 
Ranger transport had been taken by the Venus, 
loaded with stores and provisions for the squa-. 
dron ; the loss of this vessel was therefore a.mis- 
fortune which threatened most 	serious 	conse- 
quences ; but when the Venus was captured by 
the Boadicea, she was found to have on board all, 
the stores of the Ranger, which completed the 
victualling of the British squadron to four months. 
Major-general Abercrombie, who, with his staff, 
was taken in the Ceylon, was also retaken in the 

• Venus; another fortunate event, .as this officer was 
intrusted with the command of the army intended 
to reduce the Isle of France.  

With these preparations the Vice-admiral put to 
sea, and arrived off Port Louis on the 19th, where he , 
found the enemy's squadron lying in the harbour. 
On the 24th, he was joined by Rear-admiral Drury, 
from India, with the Russel, seventy-four, Clorinde, 
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Doris, Phaeton, Bucephalus, Cornelia, and Hesper : 
taking the Rear-admiral under his orders, and leav-
ing a sufficient force to blockade the port;  he pro-
ceeded to Rodrigue to join the transports, with 
the army from India; this he effected on the 3d of 
November, and found there all the force he ex- 
pected from Bombay. 	The division from Madras 
arrived on the 6th, under convoy of the Psyche 
and Cornwallis ; and Rear-admiral Drufy was di-
rected to resume his station in- India, taking with 
him the Russel, Phaeton, and Bucephalus. 	The 
division from Bourbon arrived on the 12th ; that 
from Bengal, on• the night of the 21st, under 
convoy of the Illustrious, joined the fleet in the 
offing; the Vice-admiral and the whole force soon 
after bore up for Grande Bay, in the Isle of France, 
where the fleet, to the number of seventy sail, 
anchored on the 29th, twelve miles to' wind- 
ward 'of Port Louis. 	The troops, the seamen, 
marines, and artillery, Were 	landed the same 
ddy, without loss or accident. 	The army 'im- 
mediately commenced active' operations,' while 
the squadron watched its movements, and landed 
its supplies as fast as they became necessary. The 
force being infinitely beyond' what was requisite 
for the capture of the settlement, General De Caen 
sent out tents of capitulation, which, being mo-
dified by the British Chiefs, were finally agreed tot, 
and the Isle of France became a British colony, 
which it has ever since continued. 

2 I 2 

   
  



484 	 EAST INDIES. 	 [1810. 
1 	 . 

The ships and vessels taken in Port Napoleon, 
Or Port. LouiS, were the frigates Astree, of forty-
four guns; Bellone, forty-four; La Manche, forty-
four; -La Minerve, fifty-two; the Victor corvette, 
twenty-two guns; the Entrepenante, atid another, 
of fourteen guns each; all fine vessels; besides 
thirty-one sail of ships and brigs of large tonnage. 
The Iphigenia and Nereide, of thirty-six guns 
each, were also recaptured. 

The amount of booty on this island was not very 
considerable: 	The distribution of -the proceeds 
became a subject of litigation between the Vice-
admirals Bertie and' the Honourable R. Stopford, 
the latter having been appointed to the command 
of the Cape of Good Hope station, to supersede 
the former, previously to the surrender of the 
Isle of France. 	Sir William Scott, after a long 

"hearing, gave it in 'favour of Vice-admiral Bertie, 
who gladly paid all the expenses of the appeal. 

The Isle of France, though• a great acquisition 
to our colonial interests on the peninsula of India, 
was obtained by a convention no ways.sUperior to 
that of Cintra. 	The garrison were not even made4  
prisoners of war, for an exchange; but given up 
unconditionally, and provided with ships to carry 
them to France. 	The islanders were to, main- 
tain their civil and religious liberties, and. their 
laws. 	Thus, by the crooked and dishonest policy 
of Napoleon,* was 	France 	deprived 	of these 
valuable colonies in the East Indies, and at the 
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same time lost all that she possessed in thethe West. 
The capitulation of the Isle of France is dated 
December 3, 1810. 

List of Ships employed at the capture of the Isle of France, . 	• December 3, 1810. 
Ships. 	 Guns. 	Commanders. 

Africaine ' 	 i 	44 1 Flag—Vice-admiral Bertie 
Captain T. Graham 

Illustrious 	  74 	William Broughton 	' 
Boadicea 	. 	  38 	Commodore Josias Rowley 
Nisus    38 	P. Beaver 

	

Cornelia 	  36 	H. F. Edgell 

	

loritide 	  36 	Thomas.Briggs 
Menelaus 	' 	 38 	Sir Peter Parker, Bart. - 

— Doris 	' 	 36 	Lye 
Phoebe 	  36 	James Hillyar 
isTereide(formerlyFrenchVenuS) 44 	'— Henderson 
Psyche. 	  36 	John Edgecum be 
Ceylon (retaken) 	 30 	William Tomkinson 
Hesper 	%, 	 32 	William Patterson 
Hecate 	  18 	G. Rennie 

— Eclipse 	  18 	Lyne , 	• 
 from Emma, government armed ship • • 	 )

omoted 

1

- -: -; tSZ-taeaneu:n(ir 

Craig 

 

Staunch, gun-brig 	 14 
Acteon 	  16 	Lord Viscount Neville 

The Commander-in-chief in the East Indies 
having received orders to put the island of Java 
and all the Dutch settlements in the ,Moluceas ' 
under a strict blockade, directed Captain Edward 
Tucker, in the Dover, of forty-four guns, to prO-
teed to attack Amboyna; where he was joined "by 

. the Cornwallis, of seventy-four guns, and 'the 
Dutch sloop of war Mandarine, which she had 
taken; with these ships, and a body of Company's 
troops, Captain Tucker, by a very expert and sea- 
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manlike manoeuvre, succeeded .in surprising' the 
island. 	Having all his boats out, with the troops 
in them ready to put off, he kept them at the sides 
of the ships most remote from the enemy, and 
getting under weigh, pretended to stand out to sea, 
but in fact, by keeping his sails lifting, he allowed 
his ships% to drift close into the spot where he 

t 	
in- 

tended to make a landing; passing this within I 
two cables' length, he suddenly let go his bats, 
the 	troops, seamen, 	and marines, 	under the 
orders of Captain Court, instantly landed, while 
the 	ships. engaged 	the forts and surrounding 
batteries for two hours and a half, the party ad-
vanced and carried by storm the heights com-
manding Portuguese bay, into which the squadron 
immediately proceeded, and came to an anchor. 
On' the following,day the enemy,, intimidated by 
the effects of the bombardment, and the spirit of 
their assailants, thciught proper to capitulate; and 
on the 17th bf February, 1810, the island of An-
boyna was again subject to the crown of Great 
Britain. 	Captain Tucker was assisted in this 
successful enterprise by the Captains W. A. Mon-
tague and Spencer; Lieutenants Peachy (now 
(Viscount Selsey), Dabine, and Incledon. 	The 
force which the enemy had to oppose .to the 
British, amounted to one hundred and thirty 

. European, one thousand JavaneSe and" Madurese 
troops, the officers and crews of vessels sunk in 

. the harbour, many of whom were Europeans; 
amounting to two hundred and twenty men, be- 
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sides the Dutch inhabitants and burghers. 	Am- 
boyna is the residence of the governor of the 
Moluccas. 	With this island were taken or de- 
stroyed, seven vessels of war, of various descrip-
tions, forty-two government supply vessels, and 
three neutrals ; and the boats of the Dover, up to 
the 22d _of January, had captured no 	 ess than 
twenty Dutch gun-boats, from eight 	uns and 

t 

sixty men, to one, gun and five men. 	On the 5th 
of February, Captain Tucker, in company with . 
Captain Spencer, of the Samarang, ca tured, off 
Amboyna, the Dutch brigs of war, RI bang, of 
eighteen guns and ,one hundred men„i land the 
Hope, of ten guns and sixty-eight men.A 

Captain W.A. Montague, in the Cornwallis, suc-
cessfully attacked the fort of Boolo Comlip, on the 
island of Celebes, spiked the guns, and drove out 
the troops, after*which, three of his boats, under 
the command of Lieutenant Vidal, of the same 
ship, boarded and brought out a brig, lying under 
the Dutch fort of Manippa : she was found  to 
contain the most acceptable cargo of turtle, fowls, 
fruit, and sago, refreshments of which. his ship's 
company stood in the greatest need. 	On the 2d 
of, March, Lieutenant Peachy, of the same ship, 
boarded, with the boats, a Dutch brig of war, of 
eight guns, and forty men, and carried her. 	She 
was pierced for fourteen guns. 	One Englishman 
was dangerously wounded, and four slightly. The 
enemy had one officer killed, and twenty men. 
wounded. 
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- 	Tieutenant Augustus Vere Drury, of the Sylvia 
•cytfer, captured a Dutch . national brig of eight 
guns, . with two transports and three piratical 
prows. 	In the same year Captain Byng, now 
Viscount Torrington, commanded the Belliqueux, 
of sixty-four guns, with the Sir Francis Drake fri- 
gate,-of thirty-eight guns, under his orders. 	The 
boats of both ships, led by Lieutenant Prior, first' 
'of the Belliqueux, boarded and. carried a French 
ketch, and several of the enemy's gun-boats in the 
bay of Bantam. 	The ketch and two gun-boats 
were destroyed, though protected by a heavy fire. 
froM the batteries. 

,In the month of June, Captain Tucker ap.i 
preached the Dutch fort of Goronletto, in the bay 
of- T, ommine, on the north side of the island of 
Celebes, where the Dutch colours were flying.,  
Finding that no Dutch officer was present, +,but,  i 
that the whole settlement was held under the good 
pleasure of that government, by the Sultan and his 
two sons, who. bore Dutch Commissions, Captain 
Tucker waited on the Sultan, and, after a proper , 
representation, his Majesty was induced to forego 
his connexion with Holland, and. to acknowledge + 
the supremacy of the king of Great Britain; the 
whole trade of the island was thus thrown open tot 
British shipping. Manacle surrendered in the same 
manner; and from thence Captain Tucker proceeded 
to Ternate,,,where, having landed, a body of the 
Company's•troops, seamen, and marines, to the; 
number ,pf one hundred, and seventy,four,T under 
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the command of Captain-Forbes, of the Company's 
service; . the island,  was reduced to submission. 
.A:. part of the force which took this island ,was 
brought from Amboyna. 

-Captain (now Sir Christopher) Cole, in the 
Caroline, of thirty;six guns, had been detached by 
Rear-admiral Drury, with a disposable force of 
Madras native infantry, to attack the Molucca 
island 	where Captain Tucker, from the extent of 
his operations on the enemy, required immediate 
support; The Piedmontaise frigate, Captain Foote, 
and Baracouta brig, of eighteen guns, Captain 
Keenah, were under his orders, and with less 
than two hundred and forty men Captain Cole 
landed, and took possession 'of the island of Banda-. 
neira, the chief of the Spice Islands. This conquest 
was achieved under difficulties from which many 
might have retreated without dishonour: the place 
was strongly fortified, and defended by seven 
hundred men, with a numerous artillery, mounted 
on the most commanding batteries. 	The night 
was chosen for the time of attack, when wind 'and 
rain conspired to conceal their approach. 	Their 
first landing was effected within a hundred yards 
of, a ten-gun battery, stormed in the rear, and 
taken by Captain Keenah and Lieutenant Carew, 
without the firing of a musket. The garrison being 
made prisoners and secured, the party • pushed, 
with the assistance of a guide, to the castle' of 
Belgica, and as the intrepid invaders marched — 
round the walls of the town, they heard the sound 
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of the bngle;rousing the garrison to arms. Scaling-
ladders were placed against the walls of. Fort 'Bel-
gica, 'and the outer pentagon carried; the sentinel's 
began to fire, but, unchecked and undaunted, the-
assailants lifted their scaling-ladders from one out; 
work to the other. The enemy .scarcely gave him., 
self time to fire his guns : darkness and fear mul-
tiplied the force and number of the foe, and :the 
garrison fled with terror and precipitation through 
the gateway, leaving the Colonel-commandant 
and ten other people dead, and two officers and 
thirty men prisoners. 	When daylight came, 'the 
British were in possession of Belgica, while the fort 
of Nassau, and the sea defences, lay at their feet; 
the enemy were at their guns at the different posts; 
At sun-rise the Dutch flag was hoisted on Nassau, 
and the sea-batteries began to fire on the British 
ships. Leaving a part of his men to guard Belgica, 

- Captain Cole advanced with his ladders to storm 
Nassau, when Captain Keenah, whom he had sent 
with a message to the Governor, returned with a 
promise of submission. 	The British colours were 
immediately displayed on the forts, in which they 
found mounted one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon, defended by seven hundred regular 
troops, besides the militia. 	The capture of this 
island was another heavy blow to the commerce 
of the enemy, and. its reduction under such pecu-
liar circumstances, justly obtained for Captain 
Qale. the order of the Bath, which was afterwards 
conferred on him by his sovereign. 
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In August, 1810, Captain George Harris, of the 

Sir Francis Drake, captured off Java a Batavian 
ship. of eight guns; a schooner of six guns, a pri-
vateer, two gun-boats, with four guns each, and, 
in addition to these, between the 9th of August 
and the 8th of September, seven Batavian gun-
boats, five piratical prows, . and thirty-five*Dutch 
trading vessels. 	. 

In the West Indies we have little more to relate 
than the capture of the remainder of the French 
islands. The British government being determined 
to destroy the commerce of Frahce in every part 
of the world, our arms reaped an ample harvest of 
honour and riches; in the lasz spoils of the Caribbee 
Islands. 

The first operation this year was the attack 
of 13ay Mahaut, in the island of Guadaloupe, by 
Captain John Hayes, of the Freya, of thirty-six 
guns, who sent Mr. David. Hope, his first lieu-
tenant, with the boats, into the bay at night, 
on the 21st of January, where he experienced 
great' difficulty in finding a passage, 	and met 
so many shoals, that the headmost boat got ashore 
eight or ten times., At a little after eleven o'clock 
be took a fisherman, who informed him that a 
troop of regular soldiers had arrived there from 
Point Pitre, and also a company of native infantry. _ 
As they approached the shore within gun-shot, a 
signal gun was fired, and instantly followed by a 
discharge of grape from a battery on the N. E. 
point, and another at the head of the bay, together 
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with the guns from a brig, and muskets from .the 
bushes from. one battery to the other. ,UnclefAlai 
fire the boats went to the brig;, but, finding hef 
abandoned, they pulled to the shore; as they 0.0.7  
yanced to the battery, the enemy retreated, and 
took post behind a thick breast-work, and over f it 
engaged. with musketry : from this they were 
soon driven. 	Mr. Hope found their magazines, 
containing twenty barrels of powder, and implef  
ments of war, all which he destroyed ; also one 
'twenty-four pounder. 	About half, an hour, after, 
he carried another battery of three twenty-four 3 
pounders, the whole of which - he spiked, anti 
rendered useless;, the carriages .and guard-house 
were burnt. This battery was very complete, with 
a ditch all round it, and had a small bridge and 
gateway entrance. 	After this service was per;  
formed, Mr. Hope returned to the brig, which he 

- found fast in the mud, the enemy, having cut her 
cables on leaving her :. with much difficulty and 
exertion be got her off. 	Near her lay a large 
English-built ship, under repair, and ,in-shore of 
her, a very fine national schooner, pierced for 
sixteen guns, twelve • only on board, 	Unable to 
move the ship, it was impossible to bring out the 
'schooner, which lay within the creek; he therefore 
set fire to, and burnt both of them. 	The enemy 
lost many men ; two officers were found dead, and 
several wounded, in the batteries.  

The island of Guadaloupe had-enjoyed some 
period 	of 	tranquillity, 	at 	least 	if 	the 	iron 
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sway.  of the Governor deserved that name. 	The 
expulsion of the English in 1795,. had given the 
feroeions and cruel Victor Hugues an opportunity  
of restoring the arbitrary power of his predeces- 
sors. 	Slavery was . more firmly established than 
ever. 	Supplies of men and ordnance, stores of , 	. provisions, and fast sailing vessels of war, had 
'been forWarded with unusual zeal and ability from 
the. mother country ; and though many of the 
frigates and sloops fell into our handS, Guadaloupe 
prospered, under the government of Ernouf, and 
ter harbours and bays afforded ready protection 
td the privateers, which, by their activity, gave 
ine'e§sant annoyance to our trade : added to these 
'considerations, the island was a colony of great 
ta 	. dvantage to France, whO much needed its pro- 
duce, its capture was therefore decided on. 	• 

The same season for military operations• was 
ihloseri as that of the preceding year, when Mar-
tinique was taken, 'and the same commanders by 
'land and -sea conducted the expeditibii. 	Vice- 
'admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, and Lieutenant- 
`general Sir George Beckwith, having received 
their instructions, the ships of war were inn-nein- 
, ately sent• to the • different islands, to collect' the 

'contingent  -contingent of troops from each. 	The Admiral and 
teneral sailed 'on the 22d .of January, for the ap- t 	, 	1 
pointea rendezvOus in Prince Ruperes•Bay, in the 
island of Dominica, whence, the forces being all 
collected, and the • arrangements completed, the 
expedition'sailed on the 24th. 
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Sir Alexander Cochrane ordered Commodore 
Ballard,. in the Sceptre, .to conduct the second 
division of the army to the Saintes, and followed, 
himself, in the Pompee, with the first division, 
which, on the 27th, anchored , off (osier, in the 
island OrGuadaloupe : at four o'clock . the next 
morning, 	this division, conducted by Captain 
Fahie, and headed by the Commandevin-chief of 
the troops, landed without opposition at the village 
Of St. Marie, whence they moved on to Cabsterre, 
While this division was advancing, Commodore 
Ballard weighed from the Saintes, and with hiS 
division made a feint upon Trois Rivieres, which 
drew the enemy from the difficult pass of Trochier. 
The Commodore in the evening landed his troops 
to the northward of Basseterre, and they marched 
towards the right of the enemy. 	On the 2d of 
February, the troops proceeded to the heights of 

-Palmiste, and ,the shipping anchored about two 
miles to the northward of Basseterre, into which 
town, Captain Fahie, with the marines of the 
squadron,. marched and took possession. 

On the 3d, Brigadier-general Harcourt's division 
warmly engaged, and drove back the enemy with 
considerable loss. 	The reserve, under Brigadier- 
general Wale, beat their left, and gained the im' 
portent pass of Matouba. 	Astonished and coir- 
fonnded by the vigour ,and number of his enemies, 
General Ernouf, sent his aide-de-camp with terns 
of capitulation, which were agreed on. 	Com-
modore Ballard and Brigadier-general Harcourt, 
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were named as commissioners by the British 
Commanders, and the terms were signed and 
delivered on the 6th; at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing. 	Thus, after only eight days of resistance, 
this island fell a second time .into our hands. 
The naval officers employed with the "army on 
shore were Commodore (now Rear-admiral) Bal-
lard, Captain (now Rear-admiral SirW. C.) Fahie, 
and the Captains Stanfell, Dilkes, V. V. 'Bal-
lard, Watson, Elliqtt, Flinn, and Dowers ; and 
Captain Abbott, of the marines of the Pornpee, 
who was wounded. 	The cannon were dragged,. 
and all the heavy work.  done, by the seamen, to 
the :entire satisfaction of the General, who pro-
nounced a warm eulogium on the. naval officers 
employed with him. 	The loss sustained by the • 
enemy at Guadaloupe on this occasion was about 
six hundred'killed and wounded, and two thousand 
prisoners.. 	Detachments of British troops soon " 
after took possession of St. Martin's and St. 
Eustatia, belonging to the Dutch, and Sir Alexander 
Cochrane congratulated' the government on .the 
extinction of the power of France and Holland, in 
the Caribbean seas. Sir Alexander Cochrane was 
appointed governor of Guadaloupe, which he held 
for three years. 	It was during his government 
on this island that he procured the skeleton, eln- • 
bedded in lime-stone, which now lies in the British 
Museum, 	 . 

The capture of the enemy's colonies in the West 
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Indies, particularly those of Martiniqueand Guada-
loupe,. obtained for the army and navy the equal 
and highly honourable approbation of both houses 

. of Parliament. 	The "two- . professions had acted 
together with. the most perfect unanimity for The 
honour 'and -interest of their king and, country. 
The navy,.without arrogating to itself any undue 

. share. of credit, was more instrumental- to- these 
conquests than the army, because more in ,its 

,sphere of action. Yet the officers of the army .bad 
he honour of wearing medals and clasps, for. the 
aking of Martinique and Guadaloupe, while those 

40* the navy had' none! 	To consolidate the - union 
of the two services, has ever been the wish of 
the author of these pages; he therefore alludes to 
the painful subject more ' in sorrow than in anger.' 
The battle of Waterloo crowned, the great pyramid 
of glory acquired by .our soldiers on the continent 
of Europe, and in Egypt ; but was the battle of 
Trafalgar less glorious, or less important, to Bri- 
tain ? 	Were British valour and skill less conspi- 
cuous on the day that Nelson (under Providence) 
sealed the safety of his country, and asserted .the 
empire of the seas, with his own blood ? Was the 
destruction of the naval power of France and Spain' 
less glorious or less beneficial to this country, 
than the destruction of an army which at, most 
could but have overrun Belgium, before it was 
crushed by the united powers of Russia, Prussia, 
and Austria? 	For,Waterloo the army had medals 
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Jand clasps; and ribands, ‘eVen. to. thei private; sOl- 
P,diers: the. latter .had' two years' .servitude. allowed 
--to them. 	These- rewards were bravely worio.and , 

well bestowed.- Would not the men 'of Trafalgar 
-have been equally grateful, and -more- than*ever 
attached to the service, by -such a marl of _royal 

' favour?' Nelson to his last hour never knew why 
medals were denied to hiS captains .for the victory 
of Copenhagen, which broke up the-northern con- 

f ,federacy. 	If -silver badges, of the _value .of.only 
`half 'a crown; had, been presented in the' name of 
- his:Majesty, to the captains and. second captains 
la guns, and 'to seamen or marines who .distin-. 
' guished- themselves in the late war, it would have 
done more towards reforming the service than 
all the penal laws that ever were enacted. 	So 
justly and so _highly appreciated by all 'claSses 
were these honorary distinctions, that we are-quite 
sure 'their more general distribution in the navy, 
during the war, would have produced the happiest 
effects. 
..If a fore-mast man, 	by acquiring al. medal,, 
became exempted from -corporal punishment, was 
permitted to go on shore as an officer, and allowed 
one or -two years' time, as the soldiers were at 
'Waterloo, we should soon have such a class .of 
Men, as .would enable us to dispense with impress-
meat, and purge our ships of ruffians and useless 
hands. 

The year 1810 was remarkably fatal to ourships 
of war. In the month of August we lost in. the 
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Mediterranean, the Lively, of, thirty-:eight guns ; 
i 	I 

and in the North Seas, in the month of Decemperi  
the Minotaur,, of seventy-four guns, and,five hunk 
dreg men, the Nymphe, of thirty-eight guns, 'and 
Pallas, of thirty-two. 	 , • r 

The lOP of the Nymphe and: Pallas . was occa-
sioned by their running on shore in. the Frith of 
Forth, miStaking the light of a lime-kiln at Brox- 

. mouth for that which is constantly kept burning 
on the Isle of May. 	Some of the crew of the 
'Wallas were drowned, the othexs, with all those 
of the Nymphe, were saved. 	As L'Aimable, Of 
thirty - two guns;" had run on shore only three 
weeks before, near the same spot, and by the same 
error, surely there was a palpable negligence in 
those who are paid for the trouble of inspecting 
and providing the coast lights. 	On no considera- 
tion should a false light be allowed to burn, when 
by its being mistaken for a true one, the most fatal 
accidents might ensue. 	The Tiinity Board are 
responsible for the maintenance of the lighthouses, 
and though they certainly have not the power to 
extinguish a lime-kiln, their representation of its 
existence ought to have been, and probably was, 
laid. before the government, but we never heard 
that measures were taken to prevent the evil con- 
sequences. 	The 1 /4  Captains Claye and Monke, of 
the Nymphe and. Pallas, were honourably acquit-
ted for the loss of their ships, as was also the 
captain of-the Lively. 

The Minotaur in the same month returning from 
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the Baltic with a convoy, ran upon the Haalc sands 
off the Texel. "The ship was.  totally loit; 'with 

1 	• 	 , 	' 	i 	,  Captain John Birrett, her commander, and near 
fdur hundred of the crew. 	One hundred and ten 1  
officers and men were saved by the Dutch, and 

r 
 

treated with 'great kindness and lio'spitality! . 

2 K .2 
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CHAP. VI.  4. 	• 
1. Illness Or his Majesty, King George M.—Regency bill 

passed—Affairs of the Baltic and North of EuropeDanes 
attack Anholt, and are defeated—Politics of Russia favour-
able to England—Bonaparte at Boulogne—Naiad 'and squa-
dron engage flotilla, and take a praam—Lord Gambier com-
mands the Channel fleet—Loss of the Hero, St. George, and 
Defence. 

2. Spain, Portugal, and Mediterranean.—Successes of Mar-
shal Soult—Loss,  of Olivenza, Tortosa, and Badajos—Siege 
ofCadiz—Battle of Barossa—Successful attack on the enemy's 
lines in the harbour of Cadiz—Sir Edward Pellew relieves 
Sir Charles Cotton in the Mediterranean—Siege and capture 
of Tarragona—Horrid massacres—Observations—Enterprises 
by the British cruisers on the coast of Italy, and in the Adri-
atic—Siege of Valencia—Defence of Tariffa by the English 
—Captain Hoste's action off Lissa—Capture of Figueras by 
the Spaniards••-LCaptain Eyre, of the Magnificent, takes a 
large convoy—Captain Barrie, in La Pornone, destroys three 
ships in the gulf of Lagone. 

3. North America.—Causes of the disputes between that power 
land 'Great Britain—Action between the President and Little 
Belt—British naval force on that station. 

4. East Indies.—Action off Madagascar—Capture of La Re-
nominee and Nereide, and of the settlement of Tamatave— 
Death of Vice-admiral Drury—Commodore Broughton as-
sumes the command; and sails with the expedition to Java— 
Rear-admiral the Honourable Sir Robert Stopford arrives, and 
takes the command—Lord Minto arrives at Malacca—List of 
ships employed in the expedition—Its arrival and proceedings 

• —Capture of Java and of Mindano. 	 a 

TII E mental faculties of his Majesty, King George 
the Third, had long been seriously impaired, and the 
death ()flier Royal Highness the Princess Amelia, 
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his beloved diughter, which took place on the 2d 
of November, 1810, completely destroyed the 
equilibrium of his Majesty's !Lind, and produced 
the climax of that lamented disorder, which ter- 
minated only with his life. 	In addition to this 
heavy affliction, he had at the same tune the mis- 
fortune to become perfectly blind. 	The state 'of 
hip Majesty's mind necessarily caused.tlie suspen-
gion of all the royal functions ; and the ministers; 
after the inest anxious delays, were in January 
compelled to make the communication to' parlia- 
ment. 	Mr. Percival brought in his regency. bill, 
exactly similar to that of Mr. Pitt, in 1789, when.  
his Majesty was afflicted with the same disorder. 
The bill passed, and his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, under the title of •Prince Regent, took 
upon him the weight of the government, at the 
most eventful crisis that ever occurred. in the 
histciry of the British empire. 	 • 

The debates in parliament, on this subject, are 
. foreign 'to our purpose; and as the incidents of the 
.year are both numerous and important, we Oss at 
once to the scenes of action abroad. 	 . 

Admiral Sir James Saumarez commanded the 
Baltic fleet. 	The war with Denmark was carried 
on with vigour on both sides. 	The policy of the 
other ,northern powers was of a doubtful and irre- 
solute nature. 	Negotiations continued, and as- 	• 
surned • a favourable or unfavourable turn, as, the 
influence of France declined or. prevailed. 

The commerce of the Baltic suffered the greatest 
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injury from the Danish flotilla, which was both 
numerous and daring. 	The island of Anholt, 
while in our possession, and at all other 'times, 
displayed a light, which gave considerable •faci- 
lity to our ships navigating thp cattegat. 	Cap; 
tain. J. Wt Maurice had been intrusted with, the 
government of this island. 	The Vanes, a:ware 
of its indispensable. necessity tq us, determined 
to retake it. 	The force which ,they . sent .on 
this service was certainly adequate to..the end,. 
according to numerical strength. 	The land, and, 
sea services united, amounted to near one thou-
sand six hundred men ; the British garrison tq no 
more thb.n three hundred and fifty. Captain Mau-
rice, having been apprized of the intention; was 
well prepared, and stationed his picquets in sucka 
way; as to give the earliest intimation of the ,ap-, 
proach of an enemy. „ On the morning pf the 26th 

.,. of ?March, just before daylight, the look out pp the 
soiith side of the island made the alarm signal. 
The garrison was instantly under arms ; and: the 
Governor, with Captain Tprrens, of the royal ma-
rines) .  and a body of two hundred infantry, with 
the brigade of howitzers, were at their post. 	The 
enemy, already on the beach in great force, .and 
under• cover of the fog and darkness, was rapidly 
a0ancing to attack Fort Yorke. 	The Governor, 
perceiving that he was greatly outnumbered, and 
that his flanks were unprotected, retreated in good 
order to,. hiss forts, and' to the, Mazaijne .battery, 
whence a fire was opened on the invaders,, with, so 
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much precisidn and effect, that they were forced 
to fall back, and seek shelter under the sand-hills. 
When daylight appeared, eighteen of the enemy's 
gun-boats were seen at the south end of the island; 
within point-blank-shot. 	The Tartar frigate, of 
thirty-two gun's,• commanded by Captain Baker, 
and the Sheldrake brig, of sixteen guns, Captain* 
T:,,13: Stewart, were immediately .accininted by 
signal with these transactions, and endeavoured 
to work round the shoals, and get into action; but 
it wds some hours before they could accomplish 
their purpose. 	In the mean time, the Danish flo-
tilla opened its fire on the works, while a column 
of six hundred men were on the north side of the: 
Wand, and another attempted to carry the Maza-
rine battery by storm, but was gallantly repulsed. 
Captain Holtaway, of the royal marines, cut off 
with .his party' from the main body, launched a 
Boat, and reached the fort with his men in time to 
asist in the defence. 	The enemy, with superior 
numbers, advanced on every side, and threatened 
annihilation to the English. 	Another attempt was 
Made on the Mazarine battery, when' the com-
manding officer of the Danish troops fell, as he 
gallantly advanced with his men. 	The Danes, 
after 'the death of their leader, sought shelter 
Mid& • the sand-hills, and were hemnied in be-
tween two fires, ,unable to advance or retreat. 
They held out a flag of truce, and offered to capi-
tulate; but the Governor refused to listen to any 
other terms, than unconditional surrender, which 
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they -,acceptecl. 	While .this was passing on one 
side, another body of Danes on the other  snm-
moned Fort Yorke; but :their message,was, treated 
with contempt, and they also were compelled ,to 
lay down their arms, and submit. i  The. num,ber,of 
prisoners far exceeded the garrison. 	Our loss was 
only two killed, and thirty wounded ; that .of.the 
enemy, one major, two captains, one first JieuteL 
nant :killed, with. many private men ; . between 

. 1 
thirty and forty of their dead were buried on the 
island, and twenty-three of their wounded were 
received. into our hospital. 	Five captains, two 
adjutants,. nine lieutenants, five hundred and four 
rank and file, being the whole of their infantry, 
were taken prisoners. 	They lost also a brass fonk 
pounder, field-piece, two four-inch. howitzers, four 
hundred and eighty-four muskets, with bayonets, 
four hundred and seventy swords, sixteen thousand- 

- .musket -ball 	cartridges, and fourteen four-inch 
shells. 	The Tartar and Sheldrake pursued the 
flying flotilla, and captured two of them; which 
'must have conducted themselves extremely ill to 
be taken by the Sheldrake. One mounted ttvo long 

-eighteen pounders, andlour brass howitzers, with 
sixty-five men ; the other, two long twenty7four 
pounders;  four brass howitzers, and, seventy, men. 
These vessels alone should have -given the Shel-
drake great annoyance, but they surrendered after 
little resistance; and the other twelve, pursued by 
the,',Tartar, ran, in every direction. 	Two of.the 
transports were captured by, that frigate'; and. thus 
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concluded the . invasion of Anholt. 	One of ilie 
vetielg taken. by tlie'Shelara.ke sunk 	the night, ,in 
From shot-fiolei in -her bottoM, and three 'English- 
iii.en were' &Owned 'in her. 	The 'limbers • of the 
lehenly appear to 'have been much overrated by 
Captain Maurice, kt his letter; but this was aeci= 
dental.' 'kire haVe been at some pains to gain the 
f011avVini 'statement— 

Men. 	Men„ 
Fourteen gun-boats, with 	. 60 	• • • • 	840 
Twenty-five transports, with • • 30 	• • • • 	, '750 

. 	 1500 

.1  '"Some of the gun-boats were larger, others smaller, 
-thari those taken by the Sheldrake. The transport-
boats had generally about twenty men : we have 
taken the highest average. 	There w.ere very few 
if any soldiers embarked in-the Danish gun-boat4. 

r Captai6 Pater,* in the Cressy, who was in coin- 
4: any with the unfortunate Admiral Reynolds, wheil 
the St: George was lost, had returned to the Bal.- . 
'tic, and was employed  - with the Defiance, seventy- 
,four, Dictator, sixty-four, Sheldrake sloop, and 
"Bruiser gun-vessel, in- protecting a large Con- 
voy off Heilm Island. 	On the 5th of July, they 
were attacked by a Daniish flotilla of seventeen 
heaVy gun-boats and mortar-bbats. 	A fog pre- 
vented' our ships from acting as effectually as they 
would 'otherwise have 'done .; • but the enemy was. ., 
totally defeated, "with the losS of fbur of his, gun-. 
boatp, each mounting 'melon& twenty-four-pound-
er, and four brass hdwitzers, and having on board 
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together one hundred and twenty men. The whole 
of the convoy were.  protected: 	• . 

NaPoleon, ever constant to the plan of destroy-
ing British commerce, as the surest mode of un-
dermining her poWer, occupied every sea-pori 
within his grasp. 	Hamburg4; one of .the most 
flourishing and commercial cities of Europe;hoisi-
ed the French flag on .its walls, on the 1st • of Ja-
nuary, and was declared to be a part of the empitie' 
of France. 	A maritime conscription, about the 
same time, is said to 'have added ten thousand 
miserable`beings to fill up the complements of his 
ships of war. 	Twelve hundred seamen, from' the 
Italian states, passed through Liege, on their way 
to Antwerp, to man the fleet at that port; and in 
the month of March, a decree was passed in the 
name of the Emperor; authorizing a levy of three 
thousand men in -the departments of the mouths 
of the Elbe, the Weser, and the Upper Ems, to•  be 
marched also to Antwerp. 	On the 20th of April, 
the Empress Maria Louisa was delivered of a son, 
who, on his coming into-the world, was saluted by 
the title of King of Rome. 	Having extended the 
dominions of France in the south as far as the left 
bank of the Enza, in Italy, Napoleon issued more 
decrees against British manufactures, and indulged 
himself in some prophecies on the certain failure of 
our finances. He declared that he would have one 
hundred and fifty sail of the lind, and conquer a 
maritime peace. 	After having assured his credu- 
lous people; that France was in the most flourish- 
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ing condition,,he set out for Boulogne, on a tour 
through the northern maritime provinces. 	In, this 
tour, he ,was doomed:to experience certain motti-
fications, which greatly depressed his naval ardour. 
It will be necessary to bear in mind, that the Em-
peror was at the same time deeply.engaged in ne, 
gotiations with Russia, the effects- of which will 
soon. be explained, 	He competed ,his journey 
through Holland, having, as he supposed, rivetted 
• 1 	i 	' 	-•- 

tlle chains of the Dutch; returning westward, along 
the coast, 	came to Boulogne in the month of 
September, where, the flotilla, after an interval of 
idleness, began again to skew itself outside of. the i 
piers. 	 * 

•The presence of the Emperor alone gave a sti7- ' 
mulus• to the efforts of the marine department; • 
and his Imperial Majesty, having ventured afloat 
in a barge, accompanied by a number of his field- 
offiters, a division 	of praams 	anti. gun-boats . 
came out tq, attack the Naiad, of thirty-six guns, 
then cruising off the port, and commanded by, 
Captain Carteret (now Sir Philip Carteret Sy1,-. 
vester). 
.- The whole coast.  of ,France,, from;  Calais to Sti 
Valery, was in commotion on the arrival and em.-, 

; and the deeds of his barlcation of the 
were pigmy navy were expected to, procure for its , 

officers all the, honours which a munificent con-
querqr, could bestow. 

The Emperor  rowed along the line of flotilla, a‘ 
it lay at anchor'before the port, harangued, the 
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treivi, and hoisted the royal standard on board 
theadmiral's praam, in the centre of the. line: 	On 
quitting this vessel, after a short visit;  he returned 
to .his barge, where the standard was again hoisted, 
and. a rear• admiral's flag displayed on board the 
praam. 	The Emperor continued rowing. about in 
his boat the whole evening; and desirous of proving 
whether his marine had increased in skill. since 
his last review, fie • ordered Rear-admiral .  Baste, 
with seven praams.. to attack the Naiad. 	Captain 
'Carteret:being to leeward' of them (a strong flood 
• tide and a south4est wind acting together))  pre-
ferred remaining at anchor, as the surest means of 
closing with* them, and prepared for action with 

‘ springs on his cable. 	The enemy came down 
within long gun-shot, gave their broadsides ,in 
succession, tacked,. and continued their childish 
warfare. for three-quarters of an hopr, when they 
were joined by ten brigs and one sloop, carrying 
long twenty-four pounders. 	The whole of this 

•,select specimen, of the invading force, continued 
to engage the Naiad for two hours; the British' 
ship continuing quietly at her anchor, 'and return-
ing the fire with coolness and judgment until slack 

'water, when she weighed, partly to stand off and • r repair her damages, and partly by tacking to close 
with the cautious enemy;' but it falling calm, the 
flotilla returned to their anchorage, and the Naiad 
also came to anchor in her former position, without 
having a man bolt. 	On the following morning, at 
seven o'clock, the same division,, with the addition 
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of 'three or four other gun-vessels;  renewed their 
attack; wheii the Naiad, weighed; and working to 
Windward, joined-the Rinaldo, Redpole, hand Cas-
tilian brigs, with the .Viper cutter. Having formed 
-his little squadron, Captain Carteret lay to, With 
his.  head 'off shore, in_ the - hope of drawing - the 
'enemy farther from the land, making the signal to 
prepare to attack the enemy's van (led by Rear-
adniital'Baste), and•not to fire until quite close to 
them. 	No sooner had the French Admiral made 
'the signal to tack, and partly executed the Move-• 
ment, than 'the British squadron bore up after 

'him. with,  all the sail they could carry, receiving 
a continued fire of shot and shells frOm the flotilla 
and the batteries, without returning any until 
within pistol-shot, when the enemy were thrown 
into confusion. 	The Rear-admiral (not very•gal-, 
lantly) Was the leader in running away;  nor Could 
the utmost efforts enable Captain Carteret to get' 
alongSide of hini ; he was therefore obliged to be 

' content with another praam, whose captain very 
nobly coming , to :save his admiral, the Naiad ran•  
him on board,,  and lashed him alongside. , Mr. 
`Grant, the master. of the Naiad, secured the ves- 
sel with a baker, while the gLeat guns, 	sniall• 
arms, and boarders, cleared her • decks, and she 
was:brought out. 	The Captains' Anderson, in the 
Rinaldo, McDonald, in the Redpole, and Braimer, 
in the Castilian, chased the remainder of the flying 
flotilla; until they had effected a safe retreat under 
the' protection bf their batteries. 	 • 
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'The praam mounted twelve long twenty-four 
pounders, with one lnindred and twelve men, 'of 
whom sixty were soldiers of the 72d regiment of 
the line. 	Between thirty and forty of her men 
were killed or wounded. 	The loss on board the 
Naiad was two killed, and fourteen wounded ; on. 
board the Castilian, the first lieutenant (Mr. Cobb) 
was killed ; in the other vessels, none were hitrt, 
except the pilot of the Rinaldo. This affair seems 
to have completed the disgust and mortification of 
the Emperor ; he fled again from the sea-coast, 
and betook himself to the more successful war of , 
depredation on the continent of Europe. 	,  

Captain Boxer, in the Skylark, a brig of sixteen 
guns, in the month of November, had the satis- 
faction of giving the flotilla another defeat. 	'In a 

• gale of wind from the southward, he saw twelve sail 
of gun-brigs standing along shore to the eastward, ' 
and the British gun-brig, the Locust, to windwaid' 
of them. 	They were soon bronght to action, and 
driven on shore. One gun-brig was captured; she' 
mounted four long twenty-four pounders, and had 
sixty men. 	 i i 

On the 24th of September, Captain Philip 
Brown, of the Hermes, of twenty guns, recaptured 
a Prussian brig running into Havre de Grace; the , 

' privateer, which had taken her, escaped., 	Driven 
from her station by strong westerly gales, the 
Hermes bore up for Dungeness, and .on his way 
Captain Browne discovered a French privateer in 
the midst of several English vessels. It was blow- 
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ing very strong, and the Hermes had soon got 
alongside of the enemy, who surrendered and hove 
to'; but while they were preparing to send a boat 
to her, the main-topsail yard of the Hermes went 
in the slings, and her foresail split to ribands. The 
lugger taking advantage of this, mule sail to get 
away. 	Captain Browne was too alert for him : 
the damages were very soon repaired, and the 
Hermes again alongside her prize, when the rash. 
and unskilful Frenchman attempted to' cross her, 
bows. 	Captain Browne feeling that they had for-; 
feited all claim to indulgence, ran the Hermes on , 
board of her, and the lugger went down. 	Only 
twelve of the men out of fifty-one were saved 

The history of the exertions of this officer in the 
cause of his country, from the first moment of his 
entering the naval service, would fill a volume. His 
watchfulness and' activity were never surpassed : 
his promotion to the rank of post-captain he owes 
to himself.- 	During' the time he commanded the 
'Swan, hired cutter, the Vixen, gun-brig, th6 Pio= 
very sloop .of war, and the Hermes, twenty-gun 
ship, he captured 

French privateers 	  X1 
Detained Danish vessels 	 18 
Re-captured English and otheks • • • 14 
French and Dutch merchant vessels 	5 
Americans 	3 
Smugglers 	  20 

Vessels taken or detained 	Total 71 

Besides the performance of these duties, he 
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had f.ptoduced3a.?ilear-profit. to' -the tie4entie ' of 
f417;2 :tat,: 1 l s. 1.0d.i J ?He had taken eight Jiiiihdred 
and' eightysiv .French,  prisohers;'iiad). i'at-  &lie 
hundred and'Seventeert 'able. seamen to the' fleet: 
If :to these' we add the number of ireiseli ' recap= 
tured•;_and the number,  saved &dm capture by the 
destruction of the enemy's privateers, we shall find 
this :officer: has proved himself -a',  very profitable' 
servant of the 'crown. -. • 	. ' 	, 	--  

f-i On the .6th of August;  181.1, 'Captain Haiiiihie, 
inf 1 the -Quebec• frigate, off Heligoland, sent 'lig 
boats under the command of Lieutehatii'Sardnel 
Blythe,.,to ;attack a' divisiOn of :the enernyls, on-
boats, near. the island 'of Nordency: ' The enemy 
-wated the. attack with propel; -firmness, and'-  
shwas: the bhats were,  within p-istOlt:Slibf,` gaVe 
them -a-. heavy.' discharge of 'giape.  and initglietiY? 
on - which the English rushed ih;•'15iiarided,'Lsif 
carried four •gun-boatS, -carrying-long ktifisi, itvvelve 
and six pounders,_ and manned with' ti'ventY.-2fdiii'' 
men each., 	The loss :on our side was fonr litied;i' 
fourteen.  were 2 Wounded.' 	The - erten4' hid j 48 

. 	, killed,-and twelve wounded. 	, ,T 	vt,  
On the .10th:-of February, 'the' Atheitty4," of.  

thirty-eight guns, Calitain Jacob Mraithii,i 'W'aii68'e 
in Plymouth,Sofind, hi a gale of Wind, isivhieli%rOye 
her oh.shore' on 'the 'east  "side of that' inaildad; 
now ,.so well defended by the'Biealo;traier. 	' f ' 11  
olId the,month of ‘06tober, the -Ninth-le:1 	frigate'a 
of forty-feur.401A, cetnhianded bytalitiiA if: '1,r- 

I 	 1i 	f 	i 
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rie, was.lost in the Needleirocksi comingthrough 
that passage to Spithead. 	It was in consequence 
of the loss of this ship, that an order. was issued by. 
the Admiralty, thathis Majesty's sfiips should not. 
in, future attempt that passage in the night time , 	- 

Captain, the Honourable F. P. Irby, in the. 
Amelia,,,of,,thirty-eight guns, captured, after a 
chase of thirteen hours, and going at times at the 
rate.of twelve and a half miles an hour, the French 
corvette„ privateer Le Charles, of three hundred 
tons,bprden, twenty guns, and.a.crew of seventy 
men. 	She was bound to the Isle of France-. 	- 

In March, 1811, Captain Mac Namara, in the 
Berwick;, chased a large French frigate on shore 
near Barfieur lighthouse, and with the Niobe, 
Amelia, and Goshawk,' stood in, and by the severity 
oftheir fire drove out the crew, who were compelled 
to burn their ship. 

. Captain Parker, in the Amazon, chased an . 
enemy's convoy near the Pertuis Breton. 	One of 
them he captured ; . the. others ran on shore under 
a battery, defended by a body of troops, notwith-
standing  the force of which, Lieutenant Westphal; 
of the Amazon, succeeded in bringing off three, 
and, burning five of them. 	 . 

,Captain Bourchier, of the Hawke sloop of war; 
of sixteen guns, in the.month of August, chased a 
French convoy near Cape Barfleur. 	They were 
protected by three armed 'brigs, carrying.  froth 
twelve to sixteen guns, and; two luggers, carrying 
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from eight to ten guns each, and all well manned. 
These vessels hauled up to engage the Hawke, ',and 
came to close action with her at half-past three in 
the afternoon, within half pistol-shot, and continued 
until the Hawke had driven on shore two of thebrigs, 
the two lugger's, and fifteen sail of the convoy; but in 
the act of wearing she also unfortunately grounded, 
which enabled the third brig, and a fewi,of the 
convoy to escape, after havingstruck their colgur, 
Heaving his vessel off from the shore,. although 
lying under a heavy fire of artillery and m14§ke,try, 
Captain Bourchier came, to an anchor to ,repait; 
his damages, and at the same time sent his beats, 
under Lieutenant Price, to take or destroy all the 
enemy's vessels. He succeeded in bringing of the 
Heron, a national brig, pierced for sixteen Inns; 
mounting ten, and three large transports, laden 
with ship timber ; all the others . were on their 
beam-ends, and bilged. 	The strength of the tide 
alone prevented the Lieutenant from burning them. 
Captain Bourchier returned safely to Portsmouth 
with ;his prizes, and was promoted to the rank of 
post-captain. 	 . 

Captain William Ferris, in the Diana, of thirty-
eight guris, and Captain William Richardson, in 
the Semiramis, of thirty-six guns, ,cruised, in the 
month of August off the mouth of the Gironde,  
having so completely diguis . d :their,  ships as Ito 
deceive the French, ,who sent off pilots to them. 
They anchored after, dark between, iCorduan and ,- 
. 	' 	 , 
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Royan : tinder the guns of the latter a French 
brig of war had taken refuge. 	There was also 
near her another brig of war, stationed at that 
place for the protection of the convoys passing 
up and down the river. 	The boats of the two 
ships being sent under the orders of the Lieu-
tenants Sparrow and Gardner, these officers suc-
ceeded in taking the convoy, but had been drawn 
far /up the river by the force of the flood and tide, 
and were greatly beyond the enemy's two vessels 
of war. 	Captain Ferris still preserving the dis- 
guiSe of his ships, received a visit from the Cap. 
Cain of the port, and Monsieur Michael Auguste 
du Bourg, Capitaine de fregate, and commanding 
the Pluvier, of sixteen guns, and one hundred and 
twenty-five men, came on board to offer his ser-
vices. Captain Ferris ran the Diana on board the 
outer brig, and carried her by boarding, without 
the loss of a man on either side. The alarm being 
given, the batteries opened their fire, and Captain 
Richardson steering for the Paloma, that vessel 
tit her cables, ran on shore, and was set fire to 

and burnt by the boats of the Semiramis, under 
the guns of the batteries. 	The captured brig was 
called the Teazer, formerly a British gun-brig, 
'mounting fourteen guns, and having eighty five 
men. 	Besides these they brought away five sail 
of convoy, deeply laden with valuable cargoes. 

On the 9th of September, another action took 
place on the Havre station, which is also deserving 
of notice, as it proves the complete subjection in 
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which our navy held.  that of the enerny; 	Captain 
the Honourable joe'elyn F'ercy, in the, Hotspur, of 
itiir̀ ty-eight guns, 	seeing seven sail of gun-brigs, 
mounting three twenty-four pounders, and a mortar?  
lying close in shore, near the Calvados, ran in to 
attack them, accompanied by the Barbadoes, Cap-
tain Rushworth, . and the Goshawk brig, Captain 
Lilburn. 	One of the French pilots, a class of people , 	 . 	I.. 	4 
remarkable for timidity and presumption, assured 
Captain.  Percy that he could take the .ship within i 	.  
pisiol-shot without any risk. The term "pistol:shpt" 
is most indefinite, contracted or elongated at plea- 
sure. 	Mr. Clerk in his naval tactics calls it four 
hundred yards ; and the French pilot, ran the ,hot-
ppur .on shore about half a mile from the enemy, 
which in the navy is now considered a point blank 
'distance for an eighteen pounder. 	In this situation 
the Hotspur was fOur hours exposed to a severe and 
destructive fire from all her enemies, as well as the 
batteries. 	She sunk one of the brigs, and drove two 
others on shore. 	She had two midshipmen and 
three seamen killed, and twenty-two Seamen and 

r 

marines wounded. 	There is no Situation so try- 
ing

, f  

to the feelings of an officer, or where the sea- 
manship, courage, and resources of all on board are , 	.  
so muCk proved, as in extricating a ship of war: 

' 	• 	 , 

under similar difficulties. 	The Hotspur was got off 
and conducted with safety to Spithead. 

Captain George Cadogan,. in the Havannah, of, 
thirty-eight guns, sent. Lieutenant Hamley to 

,
spike 

-the guns of a battery of three twelve pounders, on I 
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the south-west side ' of -the Penmarks,' and to 
bring out the vessels which had taken' Shelter 
there. ' This service was gallantly and accurately 
perfOrnied ; five vesselswere brought out, and one 
burned. 
• Captain Nicholas Vansittart, in the Fortunee, 
of thirty-six guns, 'and the Honourable Captain 
Pakenham, in the Saldanha, of thirty-six gunh, 
captured, in • the month of October, the famous 
privateer, Vice4dMiral Martin, of eighteen long 
,eighteen pounders,' and one hundred and forty 
men. 

The numerous calls for the presence of the 
Admiral •and the ships of war in the Baltic, the 
arduous contest between us and Denmark, her 
"hostility to Sweden, the necessity of collecting 
the trade, and keeping up a strong naval force in 

'Wingo Sound to the latest period of the season,' 
had induced the Admiralty, and the Commander-
in-Chief in the Baltic, to keep the fleet longer than 
usual on the coast; hence the tragical events whiCh 
occurred in .the month of December, 1811, far ex- 
ceeding thoSe of the preceding year. , 

The Grasshopper sailed from Wingo Sound, on 
the 18th of December, 1811, in company with the 
Hero, Egeria, and Prince William armed ship, a 1 
convoy of merchantmen, and fifteen sail of govern- 
ment transports. 	The weather, from the day of 
her sailing, was dark, cloudy, and extremely bois- 
'teouS, accoMpanied'with'sn4w storrits1. - 	' 

The ]geria and Prince William parted company 
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about the 20th or 21st, with the trade for the 
Humber and Scotland. 

On the 23d, at noon, the Hero made signal to 
the Grasshopper to pass within hail, when, after a 
communication of reckoning, Captain Newman 
said he shOuld alter the course to S.W. for the 
afternoon, as he conceived himself to be on the 
Silver Pitts. " We were then," says Captain Fan- 
shawe, " steering W. by S. 	The course was ac- 
cordingly altered to S.W. and continued so until 
ten at night : the whole of that time blowing a 
hard gale, and the vessel going at the rate of nine 
or ten knots, under a close reefed main-topsail. 

" At ten, the night signal was made to alter. 
course, two points to port, which was obeyed; and 
we continued running . S. S.W. until three o'clock 
in the morning of the 24th, at which time we ob, 
seried the Hero (as we supposed round too to 
sound), but the fact was, she had struck. 	As soon 
as her situation was 'ascertained, no time was lost 

, in taking every measure to save the Grasshopper, 
by hauling off; but being already in broken water, 
the thing was impossible; and nothing but keeping 
right before the wind, could have saved us from 
total destruction. 	After about a quarter of an 
hour, during which she was at times aground fore 
and aft, we succeeded in forcing her over the sand,  
bank, and fell into rather deeper water. 	The best 
boWer was let go, and the sloop brought up ; but 
in five minutes after, she struck again, and conti4  
nued so doing occasionally all the time we lay at 
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an anchor. 	.At,, her first striking, the Hero fired 
guns, and burned blue lights; but in the space of 
fifteen -riiMutes, she ceased, in consequence (I sup- 
pose)' of her. being totally disabled. 	 1  
r " At daybreak, A perceived our situation, to, be 

indide the Northern Haeks,, about five or six miles 
from,  he Texel Islankand about the same distance 
fronil the Helder Point. 	The Hero, a t  complete 
wreck,- laying on her starboard broadside, head to 
the-,N.tE. and broken a-midships,, the sea making 
a tremendous breach over her. occasionally. 	By 
this. time, all the small.craft from the Helder were 
under.  weigh, and turning out of the harbour to pur 
assistance. 	We in the meanwhile hoisted out the 
boats, and made an attempt at .getting near the 
Herb.; but all our efforts were fruitless, owing to 
thee terrible .surfaround her, and we were obliged 
to' abandon all idea of being able to render her any 
relief till the, arrival of the Dutch schuyts, which 
*ere- plying to windward. They however did not 
get, nearer than about three miles of us, before the 
ebb tide failed, .and they were obliged to anchor. r 

, .1" At four, finding night fast closing in, and the 
weather, very unpromising, and seeing no prospect 
of saving our own lives, but 'by surrendering our, 
selie's to the enemy, we cut our cable, and made 
sail for the Helder Point, beating for the space of 
nearly three or four miles over the flats,,after,which 

' we succeeded, in getting round the Helder Point, 
where We struck to the Dutch fleet, millet:14,  
command of Vice-admiral DelVinter,. 	At day- 
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..light, on the Morning of the 25th; not a vestige of 
the-Heio was to be Seen where' she lay the previous 

4 day, she having gone to pieces during the night." 
1 	The St. George, of ninety-eight'kuns, one of the 

Baltic fleet, had the flag of Rear-admiral Reynolds, 
'arid was commanded by Captain Daniel' Oliver 
Guion. 	In a gale of wind, in Keoge Bay, 'in No- 
vember; she had lost her rudder, and been obliged 
to , cut away her masts. 	From this peril; sheer- 

' rived safe in Gotteriburgh, where having in some 
degree• repaired her damages, rigged jurymasts, 
and a temporary rudder, the Rear-admiral flattered 

-himself he ' could protect the second convoy-  to 
. England. 	Sailing thence, in company with the 

Defence, of seventy-four guns, Captain David At- 
' kins, and the Cressy, seventy-four, Captain 0:11 
Pater, he got a considerable distance out' of 'the 

' Sleeve, when the wind came round to W. N.V. 
1  and blew a hurricane, with a heavy sea, making 
'the coast of Jutland a dead lee shore. 	From that 
'moment, all hopes of saving the St. George, in her 
disabled state, vanished. 	Captain Pater, seeing 

''that he could render her no assistance;and that 
The loss of his own ship would be the consequenbe 
of remaining any longer on the starboard tack, 
NAjore.  and escaped the danger. 	The master .of tthe 
Defence, reported .- to Captain Atkins, that': the 
St. George must inevitably go on shore ; that 'the 
Cressy had veered, and stood to, the southward; 

' and that destruction would attend the Defence, if 
' she did not.  follCiw the -example. 	-Captain. Atkins 
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inquired, whether the Rear-admiral had made _his 

•,(Defeace's) signal • to part company; .and being, an-  
.swered ;.in the negative„ replied, " Then I will not 
i leave. him." 	Shortly after this, the St. George let 
-,.go an anebor„and;  came head to wind; but either 
parted the cable, or ,brought the anchor home (that 

As; it refused, to hold the ship), and she drifted into 
cshoal water, struck the ground.w,ith terrific violence, 
land .a dreadful scene ensued. 	In half an hour;  the 
4 Pe(erIce• also grounded, at nq great distance from' 
rber. 	The violent shocks of the sea soon stove in 
,their,b34warks, carried away their masts, and, made, 

-,what in,sea-phrase is called, a fair breaclrover them, 
„sweeping all ,before it. 	The accounts from which.  we 
,gather.  these facts, were detailed before,a coprttmar- 
itialo,ssembled at Sheerness, to inquire,into the causes 

. of the .loss .9f the ships. 	Eighteen persons were all 
dthat were saved out of the two ships' companies,, of 
seven hundred and six hundred men. 	These poor 
fellows ;elated, that,a sea struck, the Defence, with 

,-such inconceivable force, as to lift, a spare anchor put 
of its birth; threw it up on end, and in its fall on the 
forecastle, it, killed about .thirty men! 	The intense 
cold, the incessant beating of the, waves, and over-
iwh,elminc,4 surges,' added each moment to the heaps 

,,,of dead., 	The bodies were piled by the survivors in 
, rtiers. or rows, one over the other, on the, starboard 
,side.of the quarter-deck; forming a kMd of barricade 
r or breakwater. to shelter those who, still cherished a 

,, hope .oflife. , In the fourth.,row, of Olee,.1a3r, Ode by - 
rside4.theAamented,Admiral Reyno.14, and 4i§.yolpg 
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and gallant friend, Captain Guion. 	The power of 
the waves had now nearly completed the dissolution 
of.the whole fabric; the poop was torn from the ship; 
and,  the whole of the miserable screaming helpless 
people scattered among the breakers, lacerated with, 
wounds and braises, drowned, and dying. 	A very, 
few,, on pieces . of wreck, were enabled by superior 
4trengthe;t9 prolong their existence. 

The peninsula of Spain was now the grand arena 
where France .and Fingland decided their quarrels., 
The British army, under Lord Wellington, occupied 
the lines of TorresVedras ; the fleet lay in, the Tagus, 
and afforded supplies of every description. Massena 
commanded the French armies, but was not so well, 
provided with the means of conducting his campaigns  
as his fortunate rival.; who, with Lisbon in his rears 
and the Tagus at his side, had every thing he could, 
desire. Sir William Beresford was on the south side 
of the river. 	A strong squadron of ships of war and, 
transports, under. the command of Rear-admiral Sir 
Joseph Yorke, lay in the Tagus : they had arrived in, 
February, with a reinforcement of six thousand five 

.hund.red men. 	Lieutenant Claxton, of the Barfleur, 
the flag-ship, commanded the gun-boats attached to 
the army. 	This officer perceived, on the 5th of 
March, that the French had broke up from Santarem 
and had fled in disorder. 	He immediately crossel 
the river, and gave the intelligence to. Lord Welling, 
ton ; after which he returned to Santarem, where he ' 
found the enemy had left three rough-built pontoons, 
two rafts, and twelve or fourteen heavy cannon, the- 
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carriages of which they had burned. 	The French 
General broke up his 'camp, and marched for the 
Mondego, pursued by Lord' Wellington, who con- 
stantly harassed his rear. 	In this march, the French 
evinced their usual selfishness and want of feeling; 
every barbarity was committed on the unoffending 
people, which- malice and cruelty could devise, by 

_ burning every town and village through which' 
they passed; this too, in a . country " they came to 
liberate, and to drive the cowardly English into 
the sea." 
• "The campaigns of our celebrated Warrior are too. 
ably detailed by other writers, to require any com-
ment from us : the battle of Albuera, and the opera-
tions of the British and Portuguese armies, under 
Lord Wellington and Marshal Beresford, are purely. 
Military. 	Farther south, as we approach'Catalonia,. 
I've again meet the British army assembled before the 
fortress of Tarragona, the defence of which forms a 
conspicuous feature in the transactions of the Medi-1 
terranean, under the command of Sir Charles Cottons  
and afterwards of Sir Edward Pellew. 	At the com4 
inencement of this eventful year, the Spaniards lost 
their best :and truest patriot, the Marquis de la Ro= 
ma.na, who died at Cartaxo, on the 22d of January. 
It would seem as if the noble Spaniard had been 
snatched, away to spare him the mortification of 
witnessing the disgrace of his country, in the losses 
which immediately followed. 	Tortosa, Olivenp., 
WI l3adajos, with twenty,two thousand men, fell 
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into the . hands of Marshal Soult, who had.'n' o more 
than.twenty thousand with him. 

The command of the Mediterranean fleet was held 
by Vice-admiral Sir Charles Cotton, until midsum-
mefof this year, when he was succeeded by Vice- 
adiniral Sir Edward Pellew. 	The naval part of .the 
war was confined to the intercepting of French.  con-
voys, cutting off the supplies of their armies.  in Cata-
lonia and Valencia, and blockading the French fleet 
in the harbour of Toulon. 	Sir Charles Cotton suc- . 
teded Lord Gambier in the command of the Chan- ceeded 

	

	

.) . nel fleet. 	 . 
The capture of the Cmsar, a French privateer, by 

the boats of the Blossom sloop of war, commanded 
by Captain William Stewart, affords us onel  more 
of the numerous instances of the intrepidity of our • . 	I seamen. 	' 
' Lieutenant Samuel Davis, with Messrs. Richard 
Hambly and Sohn Marshall, mate and midshipman 
of the Blossom, and three boats, were dispatched ,  in 
icnrs'uit of this vessel, when nearly calm : she lay at, 
the distance of four miles from the ship. The enemy 
suffered - them td approach very close before they f ,  
fired ; the first shot killed the gallant young Lieute-
nant Davis.; but his associates, Marshall and Ham -r  
bly, instantly laid her on board, one on each side, 
and carried her' sword in hand, although her.  deck 
was defended by 'fifty-nine men. 	She mounted two 
long and two short eighteen pounder's, and twenty-
two swivels of large calibre. Mr. Hambly, who' isms 
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desperately wounded, was promoted to the rank .of 
lieutenant; and Mr. Marshall,* on _completing his 
servitude, had the same reward. 	This action was 
fought in April, previously to Sir Charles Cott9w 
quitting the station; the Admiral speaks of 1011 
terms of the highest eulogium. 	- 	 1 

On the coast of Catalonia, the most effectual assists  
ance was afforded to the Spaniards, under the Get  
nerals Saarsfeld, Lacey, and the Baron de Errolesi 
C,aPtain Edward Codrington, of the Blake, being they  

di-senior officer on the coast, in the month of May,   • 
rected Captain Richard Thomas, of the Undaunted, 
of, thirty-eight guns, to• take under his orders the 
marines of both ships, and land with them near Ca-, 
daquirs, taking a position on the heights which .com-i  
mand Rosas, in order to make a powerful. diversion, 
in favour of the meditated' attack on Figueras,, 	,,, , 

Captain Thomas, in obedience to this order, ran . 
his ship into the harbour of Cadaquirs, placed hey 
in a position for covering the retreat of his . 09, 
if it should be necessary for them to do so. 	He then 
landed, and took the intended ground 	near, the, 
French army, where he remained all night; and,  izA 
the morning; when a strong body of the enemy axl•• 
vaneed from their main army, his purpose being an-, 
swered, Captain Thomas re-embarked without losS, 
While this was passing on the sea-shore; the Spanish 
troops attacked the French, and gained a very con- 
siderable adVantage over them. 	 , 

* This officer is the author of the Naval Biography,' a work 
remarkable for the accuracy of its information. 
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..* Captain Codrington next directed Captain Thomas 
to attack the Medas Islands, on one of which was a 
castle, which the French had taken and fortified. 	In 
this attempt, Captain Thomas was equally successful: 
On the 2d of September, he informed Captain Cod-
rington, that the castle had been reduced by the fire 
which he had brought against it. The garrison sur-
rendered at discretion, and was embarked in the 
squadron, the marines of the ships* keeping pos- 
session of the castle. 	The enemy tame down in 
force from Figueras, to retake this post, of greaf 
importance to 	them, in bringing forward their 
supplies, which they could only receive 	coast- 
wise from France. 	So effectual was the relief and 
assistance given to these brave but oppressed people, 
that the captains, officers, and men, of the ships em-
ployed, received the thanks of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, as also that of the Spanish 
authorities. 

We now return to the siege of Cadiz, which, 
during the winter, had been defended by the com-
bined forces of England, Spain, and Portugal, and 
closely invested by the French under Marshal Soult. 
The British land forces were commanded by Sir 
Thomas Graham, the 'squadron by Sir Richard 
Keats. 

Early in 1811 a powerful expedition was formed', 
Composed of British and Spanish troops, commanded 
by Sir Thomas Graham and General Lepi-na, with a 
view to land on the coast to the westward,' and to 
make an attack on the rear of the enemy, whilst the 
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Rear...admiral .at the same time, with a body of sea-
men, royal marines, and the Spanish regiment of 
Toledo, was to . make a diversion to the eastward, 
by way of drawing the enemy's attention. 	The 
naval part of the expedition was placed under the 
command of Captain Brace, of the St. Albans, who 
sailed from Cadiz on the 21st of February ; and 
on the 26th, the Spanish part of it left the bay also. 

Conformably to the plan of.  operations to be ob-
served by the army, the combined forces were to 
have advanced by Medina SidOnia, which is full in 
view from the bay ; and a letter from General Dis-
ney, commanding in Isla, which reached the Admiral 
on the 4th, at 10 A. M. informed him that General 
Lapena would attack Medina in the morning ; but 
in the afternoon be learned from Admiral Villavi-. 
cencio, that the attack on Medina was deferred. 

The Rear-admiral on the 5th, at eleven o'clock, 
learnt by the telegraph from Isla, that our troops 
were approaching. 	Signal was immediately made 
for the flotilla to move ; the Implacable and Standard 
to weigh, and take their destined stations, sand to 
put the marines and seamen into the boats : before 
the short telegraphic message from Isla was finished, 
it was evident from the report of cannon ,and mus-
ketry, that the battle of Barossa was commenced. The 
pilots of the ships being ordered to move, wbo before 
never made a difficulty, refused to take them to their 
destination. 	This circumstance deranged for some 
time that part of the service, and as it was evident 
the seamen and marines could not be brbught to act 
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for two or three hours at the earliest, it appeared 
certain (owing' to the, failure of 'timely informa-r 
flow of the approach of the combined expedition)" 
that,their acting would now have no effect onithe-i 
fate of the. field of Barossa. 	It wasafterwards .dis-r 
covered that the officer intrusted with the- important 
letter to Sir Richard Keats, had thought proper to. 
go in. chase of a suspicious vessel. 	A dereliction: 
of duty, which ought never to. pass without censure: 
we have endeavoured in the preceding volume to: ex; ' 
pose the effects of this shameful practice, . At foiari an 
aide-de-camp from General Disney, who command-) 
ed. at Isla, announced the victory, adding that 'thee 
troops were in want of boats, stores, and provisions; 
with a supply of which Captain Cockburn was im-
mediately dispatched. He was also eminently useful! 
in securing the prisoners, and bringing off the 
wounded from. the field of battle. 	Understanding 
on the morning of the 6th that the Spanish troops 
had not come into Isla with the British, the Rear,  
admiral put the flotilla in motion, and the seamen 
and marines into the boats, and made good nearly 
the same landings he had proposed to have done, , 
had he received timely notice of the advance of the 
army on the preceding day. One division, composed 
of a detachment of seamen and marines, commanded , 
by Captain Kittoe, entered the town of Rota,, threw 
the guns into the sea, destroyed the platforms and 
ammunition, and dismantled the sea defences of the' 
coast, from that place to Catalina. - The other, under , 
the command of Captain Spranger, of- the Warrior 
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(iihich• the Rear-admiral accompanied), -1b.nded be,- 
tween• Catalina and St. Mary's, took -:the. fort 'of_ 
POntalles by an assault of the royal marines, corn-. 
mail-tied by Captain Fotterell, and . a sea-battery 
commanding - the north entrance of •the Guadalete, I 
entered the town of St.. Mary's, and summoned_ 
Catalina, whilst Lieutenant Carrol's division•of gun-
boats cannonaded that fort, and Captain- Fellowes's 
battered, and finally took by assault, a redoubt on the_ 
south 'side of the Guadalete..‘ These operationshaving , 
compelled f the,  enemy to detach'a • column of abouti 
two+ thousand troops, for the protection of Catalina;  
and that part of his line, thereby fully answering the 
purpose of diversion for which it was.  intended, the 
Rear-admiral .gave orders for the re-embarkation of/ 
the'detachments, and quitted the coast at the moment 
almost- that the advance troops of the enemy reached 
the place of re-embarkation. 	On this service five 
seamen or marines were killed, one officer and twelve, 
men wounded, and one gun-boat (LiedenantCarrol's) 
sunk. The enemy's loss was much more considerable L 
in .killed and wounded. 	Thirty-one • prisoners only ; 
Were taken. 	. 	 - 

On the 18th of March, an expedition under the 
command of General Zayas, with troops, conveyed 
hi one himdred 'and forty small vessels,• and escorted 
by the Ephira)  Captain Everard, and Fearless, rnor‘• 

'tar-brig, -left Cadiz for the Guadiana, in order- to 
distract the 'enemy's attention, then ,closely block- 
ading Badajoz. 	,' On, the 8th' of April, , it .returned 
'to 'Cadiz; and on the 15th, ,a second 'expedition 
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of greater force,' composed of Spanish troops com- 
manded by General Blake, left Cadiz, escorted by 
the Onyx and Basilisk, for the Mediterranean, to 
operatein Valencia. 
' 'In June, the Rear-admiral put to sea, with the 
Milford Alfred, St. Alban's, and Stately, pursuant 
to secret instructions from home, With ia view to in- 
tercept a squadron of the enemy, whose destination 
was suppoSed to be the Mediterranean. 	On the 
28th he fell in with Vice-adMirat Sir Edward Eel- 
lew, in the Caledonia (who put the Rear-admiral, ._ 	I, 
under his orders), and Rear-admiral the Honourable ,  
A.ICLeggei in the Revenge. Receiving at the'  same 
time a choke • of 'Service, whether to continue-at 
Cadiz, or to serve second in command under ,Sir 
Edward in the Mediterranean, the Rear-admiral, 
whose 'health was not re-established when he 6rst 
hoisied his flag at Portsmouth, being little equal to 
the continued-  wearing duties at Cadiz, accepted the 
latter: He accordingly repaired with the Revenge 
to Cadiz, and' giving up the command to the Ho-, 
nourable Rear-admiral: Legge, proceeded in the Mil- 
ford to join the Commander-in-chief, ' in the Medi- 

.  
terranean.  

The French in the summer of 180, began., to • i 	 , 
recover their, losses in the south of Spain ;r.  and the 
Spaniards, though ably supported by our ,navye, i 	1 
met with some serious checks there. 	The: joss tof 
Tarragona was of, all others the most, mortifying;  
The province of Catalonia, distinguished, for i  !Srt 
17.1Our and obstinate resistance to the tyranny(  (;if l 	f 	I 	It/ 	Al 	' 	 I 	, 	i 	I 
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Napoleon, was an object of peculiar interest to the 
British nation, and her land and sea forces were 
more strenuously bent on its deliveran6e.. 

The Captains, Edward Codrington, of the Blake, 
of seventy-four 'guns, C. Adam, 'of the Invincible, 
of seventy-four, guns, J. C. White, in the Qentaur, 
of seventy-four, 'and other naval officers, were sue:. 
cessively employed in active co-operation With the 
garrison of Tarragona. 	On the morning of the 5th 
of June,: Captain Adam was present, when the French 
General Suc'het opened his fire from several bat:. 
teries, on Fort Olive, whose defences had been ascer-
tained to be in a bad 'state. It was intended at night 
to substitute the Spanish regiment, of Almeria for 
that of Iberia,. Which had till then been in the fort; 
but by treachery the French found means to mingle 
With the regiment marching in, and thus gOt 	1 pos-
session of the fort of Olive, without firing a shot. 
The force of the French. before Tarragona was at that 
time abOut eleven thousand men; and the Spaniards 
lost about three thousand, including prisoners. 	On 

t 	1 	 . 	. 

the .6th, the small advanced work, called the Francolli, 
was destroyed in four hours, by the fire of the French; 
and as a proof that valour was not wanting in its 
defence, Ihe whole Spanish garrison, consisting of 
One hundred and forty-five men, was either killed or 
wounded. 	• 

On 'the 5th of June, the enemy had advanced their 
works to within pistol-shot of the lines of the Puerto 
besides having destroyed the battery of Francolli, , 
and formed a post under its ruins. 	Beaten off with 

2 NT 2 
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• 4erere loss, in some desperate attempts to storm the 
batteries of Orleans,and, St: Jose.ph, they.still p6rse.-
vered, notwithstanding the gallant 'sorties of General 
Sarsfield,, with the few troops which.coUld be spared 
for the" service. 	When Captain Codrington left 
Tarragona, on.. the 16th of May, he proceeded', to 
Murviedro, . where he found General O'Donnel ha:d. 
prepared two' thousand three hundred men to embark 
for the relief of Tarragona, with 'two. hundred 'and 
thirteen artillerymen. 	These, .Captain, Codrington• 
caused to be conveyed to.theirrdestination -  with the 
greatest celerity, on board the Blake, Centaur,-  and 
Invincible, with the sloops of War and, transports. 
The Invincible. alone received seven hundred on 
board ,at one time, besides her'coMplement. Having 
delivered, to, General O'Donnel two thousand, stand 
of arms, accoutrements, and clothing, 'to equip ,the 
recruits, the Blake proceeded to , Valencia, where 
Captain Codrington put on- shore the remainder of 
this supply, so acceptable to the wants of General 
:Villa Campa and the Empecinado. 	By these,sup- 
plies the, army of Arragon:Was brought , forward ,to 
act with that of Valencia. 	Having at Alicant.pro- 
•cured as many materials for the ,relief of Tarragona 
-as the" ship would "stow, besides eighty artillerymen, 
.Captain, Codrington loaded a Spanish corvette .with 
the overplus, and agreeing with O'Donnel ,that, four 
thousand mare men should be spared front his army 
for the defence of that place, he hastened thither 
for 'the. double purpose, of landing. his Supplies, 
and preparing, shipping to receive the intended re- 
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inforcerrient. -In the mean tirne, he' directed Captain 
Adam' in' the .Invincible, and Captain' Pringle in 
the Sprrowhaivk, to 'wait his arrival at Pensicola, 
with four transports. 	He reached Tarragona on'the* 
Morning of the 7th-of Rine, and in the course 'of did 
day.and" the 'ensiling night, landed his materieWanif 
sailed ag'ain.  on the morning Of the 8th, taking*iili 
him 	the .. Spanish 'corvette Paloma, 	but 	leasing 
Captain Baker in the 'Cambrian, 	in 	charge. ot 
the naval -defences of the place. 	On the 8th;  We 
joined his squadron at Pensicola, 'where he alio found 
'the Centaur,`and each 'of the ships of the line again 
received on board. eight hundred men. 	By'these 
energetic measures, the whole four thouiand men of 
0.'Donnel's army' were embarked on the 11th; and 
during the .night Of the 12th ' entered Tarragoiia. 
General Miranda finding 'the garrison so strongly 
reinforced, requested ' Captain Codringtan idUId 
embark his division that be might join the Marqbit 
of Campoverde in the neighbourhood of Villa Neiikra 
de Setgis, in order to threaten the flank Of the bL 
sieging army. 	This request was immediately Co'filL 
plied with, and executed by the boats of the ffritigh 
squadron. 	The French, with their usual skill` and 
undaunted bravery, pressed on the siege, and the 
allies, by land_and sea, as nobly defended thernselire§. 
Three:thousandiand bags were made on' board the 
,ships of war, and sent into the garrison. In the night 
the gun-boats and launches threvi their shot into'the 
enemy's. camp, and gave them great annOyantei 'The 
.boats‘ Of the , British .squadroii 'also 	it)61i'off' 'all' 'die 
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.women, children, sick, aged, .and wounded; and 
conveyed them safely to ,Villa Nueva. 	The three 
captains of the ships ofthe line .also.took off in their 
:own boats abouf. two hundred men, who retreated; to 
the mole after the French had taken the batterieS, 
And landed thein again at the Milagro, within the 
'works on the east side of the town. 	The ship's also 
moved as close in to the .enemy's works as the depth 

. of water' would admit, and drove-  them: froth the' all-
vanced -position they had • taken; anil.  which: was 
immediately' occupied by the guerillas: 	. 

At dawn of day, on the 29th of June, the' Fiench 
opened their fire on the town.' 	About half-past five 
a breach was made, and the place immediately car- 
ried by assault. 	The valour and constancy .hitheito 
displayed; suddenly'" forsook the unfortunate , ,Spa-
niards c the enemy found little or no: resistance; ..the 
garrison flying in every direetibn, some sliding down 
the walls, others stripping off their clothes, and 
swimming to the.. ships. 	How. many lost their lives 
in this miserable attempt is not known. 	A short,. bUt 
impressive paragraph, describes the fall ofTarragona, 
and, shews to. what a degree of terror thesepeoPle 
flutist have sunk, to what sacrifices they were'ready 
tolnibmit, to preserve a. wretched, existence, r , ' ti 

"A. large mass of people," says :Captain codring-
ton, "some with muskets, and some withOiit theiti, 
pressed forward along the road, suffering themselves 
to be fired'On ,by about twenty. Frenchmen, who,ctiii-
tinned running beside thein -at only a few yards. dis-
farict, At length, they were stopped.  by. a. volley of 
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ifire from..one small Party of the enemy,' who had 
,entrenched . themselves_ at a turn of the, road.; sup-
ported by. a. second a Jilt& higher.  up, whO opened. a 
'masked battery , of -twos: field -pieces. ., A ;horrible 
butchery . then ensued ; .and :shortly.. after,) -the re-
mainder of. these poor. wretches,. amounting to, above 
three 'thousand, _tamely; submitted• to. be led .away 
prisoners by less than as many hundred French." 

,The launches ,and gun-boats went_from.,the. ships, 
-the moment the eneMy were observed to be collect-
ing in their trenches, but so rapid were, their motions, 

ithatthe whole was over.before.the. boats could fire a 
giin.- How contagious, is.panic even_amongthe bravel 

- 	.A11 the boats of the British squadron, were sent 
,tor assist the fugitives; swimming off;  or .concealed 
among r the, rocks, and.about sii hundred poor peo- 

..ple, were.rescued from the. merciless, fangs of. these 
,blood-thirsty savages, by,.the valour and humanity 
i of the 	British ; officers 	and 	men., 	During _this 
eventful siege,.the captains -of. the Ship§..of the. line 
passed! whole nights.. in. their. gigs, conducting the 

,operations of the. defence; .nor could the incessant 
_fire . of ;shot and shells, from the .enemy's batteries, 
,deter them from the noble labours of...taking, off the 
women; the children, and .the wounded,t whenever 
Met. presented themselves on the rugged rocks with 
1 which +the shore .was lined. 	These remarks apply 
in a particular manner to the Captains Codrington, 
Whiter  , and Adam, of the Blake, Centaur and 
Invincible. 
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4  "The barge.of the Blake, loaded with twelve-women 
and aiirdreil, was cruelly fired 'on brthe French. A 

'Cannon. ball'passed through her, swamped the boat, 
and killed one woman. and a .child : the others, to- 

. gether with •the boat, were saved, and hospitably 
received on 	the Blake, 	The launch Of. the 
Centaur, commanded by . Lieutenant Henry Ash- 

' worth, had two men killed, the lieutenant and two 
of 'his men dangerously wounded; while employed 
"On the same service. 	Heroism was not exclusively 
confined: to'the Britons. 	Contreras, the Spanish 
general, - did all- in his poWer to save the. place,. but 

' was wounded 'and. taken prisoner. 	Gonzalez, the 
governor, defended himself to the last witha hand-
ful of men, and was • bayonetted to death' in .the.  

'square near his 'own house. 	The French, on first 
-entering the town, spared neither men, women, nor 
children ;' and ~when the rage for indiscriminate 

-Matigh`ter was in some degree satiated, every person 
-found in uniform,-  with arms in their houses, was put 
fib 'death. Will it be. believed that women, and even 
Orls1  Of ten .:years of age, after having been subjected 
to 'the most brutal treatment, were thrown aliVe into 

;the flames of 'their houses, and burnt, together .with 
'WOimded men? The whole city was consumed, with 
little exCeptidn: :The unhappy fugitives who were 
so 'fortunate as to reach .the. British ships of war and 
ttansports,, were received as became a' nation and a 
6,1ise• like Ours.' 	They'were clothed, fed, cured, And 
conveyed to places of security, at the public expenses 
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, After reading ,,these horrible details of the fall of a 

1,  Tity,,  whiise inhabitants.and whose country had given 
,.no.ause7of offence to Napoleon, can there be ahuman 
.being who ,would not condemn the author of them? 
:NV.bat if Napoleon ended his life in an island, bereft 
(a.slhe said), of, every earthly enjoyment; what was 
this to :the multiplied 'horrors and torments he had 

:leaped on his innocent fellow-creatures ? Was he not 
',treated. (however .harshly) with more kindness than 
.1.1e ihad shevcrn to• others ? • - How lost to every sense 
irof,mpial and religious feeling, must that nation be; 
ilw' ho could honOur his 'memory ? 	What is virtue on 
Jarthii if vice.be so adored.?, 	The contrast betWeen 
-Ithe.British and the French at Tarragona, -was exactly 
,that Of 'angels' and devils. 	- 	 . 
t. ilOn the 31st of March, Captain Robert Waller 
'nOtway, of the Ajax, of seventy-four guns, in company 

with Captain E. Cbainberlayne, of the Unite frigate, 
captured a French frigate-built ship, called Le Dro- 

!madaire, loaded with powder,. shot, and shells. 	The 
',two frigates, by which she was•attended; made their 
lescape. 	This sqUadron was from Toulon, and sup- 
( posed to.  have been bound for Corfu. 
11.11 In the month ofJuly,•CaptainWaldegrave having 
ilbeen4'ernoved to the Volontaire; Captain Napier, who 
()was appointed ' to., command the-Thames, attacked, 
rwiih the.Cephalus, a large 'convoy, in the port of 
.Infreschi ; the Cephalus led in, and both ships an= 
I chored Clime to 'the enemy, .whose fire they.silenced. 
They had eleven gun-boats, and an armed felucca, 

   
  



08 	MEDITERRANEAN. 	 [mu. 
mounting,thirtedn, heavy guns, and imanned with two 

. hundred and eighty men. These'  essels .werembored 
across the bay, fon the prbtectibn of fifteen merchant, 
vessels; . they were also prptected by:a round$ toWer, 
and lines ' of musketry on the;  hills.4. 	Lieutenant 
IYI`Adam, with a.partY of royal inarines, landed, took 
the tower; made one officer-and eighty men prisoners, 
and' drove the rest away. 	Captain Clifford; with the 
boats, boarded,  and took possession. of the convoy.. 
The whole.of these 'vessels were brought rout, without 
the loss' of a man on our side ;. and the enormous. list 
of captures amounted. tcy.eleven 'gun-boats,, mounting 
.each one. long eighteen-pounder; and,imannedwith 
thirty men , 'an armed felucca, of thirteen guns, and 
two hundred and eighty men; and fourteen merchant-
yesseld, ' alit with cargoes of oil, from Pizzo, bound 
to Naples. 
: The boats of the Unite, of thirty-sik guns; 'Captain 
-R.. li...Chamberlaynei: cut out from, the-  pOrt ,of Uer- 
.cule, on the Roman coast, a. brig of war,, of eight 
ginis, under fire.  of . a. two-gun. battery, 	On. being 

;joined. in.rthe' morning .by Captain .Clifford,!,inoth.e 
,.Cephalus; the British vessels stood towards the .mouth 
'of the,Tiber; and saw several vessels at anchor irk the 
port k)feivita Vecchia. 	The. Cephabi4 stood in, an- 
'shored-  id peir theibatteries,:as to 2reach;them with 
grape-shot, and was followed byitheJTnit4, 'The 
.enemy'S, firer Was sbort. silenced, .and)three Jnerehant- 
• vesseld brought outo withoutloss in our ship.s4 ,, . • . 

potinhodore C; V. Penrose commuded,o,t,OibraJ-
, 
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tar, 'By means of 'the continued and active commui, 
nication =between' the, naval commanders stationed 
round the coasts of the ,Peninstila,• every movement 
of the enemy was: watched; 'and, as far' as theship-'!,  
ping could be -employed, effectually counteracted: 
Ballasteros, • the .Spanish.  general, being pressed by 
the enemy in: the neighbourhood of San Roque;  the 
inhabitants of that place took refuge under ,the walls 
of Gibraltar, .and Ballasteros sent to the British Get 
peril at.Cadiz .for succour'. 	Major-general-  Cooke, 

1Who comman.ded there at that time, ordered a:detach-, 
Ment of one: thousand infantry, with four pieces of 
artillery, under the command of Lieutenant-colOnel 
iSkerrit, to make•a. diversion at Tariffa; a fortress in 
'the gut of Gibraltar, to the westward. of Cabrita 
.Point. 	Rear-admiral Legge, who commanded- -the' 
naval force at Cadiz, ordered these troops to be con,: 
veyed to Tariffa in the Stately, of sixty-four gnus, 
• Captain E., S. Dickson, accompanied by the C.Oluni- 
, bine and Tuscan sloops of war; and a dumber of 
transports. 	Captain Dickson, on the 1$th. of Octo- 

'ler; landed all the troops: and artillery;  and Colonel 
iSkerrit immediately commenced an active campaign 
'against the French ; • while , the sloops of war, under 
the 'command of the Captains. Shepheard and Jones, 

Jana the boats of the squadron, directed by Lieutenant 
Davis; Of the Stately, checked the.advance of a body 
of one thousand five' hundred :French troopk, going 
to. attack the town of Tarifa'. 	The boats and sloops 
of war, by their incessant fire, commanded , the pass  
along the sea-shore during the night,: and in the 
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morning the enemy retreated, followed 'by:Colonel- 
Skerrit. 	The inhabitants of Algeiiras fled to''Greetil 
Island, and to the shipping, where they found sectrility 
frOrri the-persecutions of their cruel' invaders: 	Foui 
British' gun-boats seoured the shores, of the bay, 'arid' 
greatly 'annoyed the French in their' operation's. 	i 

Captain G. R. Collier, in the Surveillante, of thirty. 
eight guns, on the north coast of Spain, havirigjoined 
the guerilla 'chief Pastor, and two hundred.  Men}  b1 
that active and determined description;added to then' 
the marines of the Surveillante and Iris, under th4 
command of Lieutenant CupPles: This force entered' 
the river- Mundaaa, the frigates anchored' near I the 
town of Bermeo; then 'in Possession Of the' French;f 
while the'mirineS and guerillas, having landed; got 
possession' of the hills, and the French led' over the 
rugged road leading to Bilboa. 	Captain' Collie; 
having: destroyed every thing that was convertible td 
military PurpOses; except what' could be'-of use' fa 
Pastor and hii men, brought all the vessels out of 
the mole, and retreated without logs. 	 f 

• In the Adriatic, the frigates continued their depre- 
dations on the enemy's coasting trade and atitiLboafS 
with 'astonishing success. 	 t  

Captain' Gordon; of the Active, of thiAy-eiglii 
guns, seeing a convoy run above the town of Raga.: 
hiza, and take shelter 'in a creek on the'main rand, 
ordered Lieutenant *Henderson, with the •boitg; ana 
k party of .marines and seamen, to attack theid. 	'Ili 
performing 'the duty, this officer sh'e-Wed giligUlii 
adfoitnesk and 'intrepidity. 	Finding the entrance lg. 
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the creek very narrow, and defended by, three' gun-
boats, iand, a number of armed men on each point, 
he landed with. the marines, and small-arm men, on 
the bright hand side, in order to take possession of a 
hill.which appeared,.to command the creek, leaving 
the boats .under the.command of Lieutenant' Gibson, 
with orders. to advance On a .signal being given. 	On 
his way up the hill, Lieutenant Henderson was fired 
on by...soldiers above _him; these he soon, dislodged, 
and ichased away,;  and, gaining the summit, :found 
hims,eKiimnediately .above the gun-boats, and twenty--
eight ,sail- of convoy., 	He instantly made.the signal 
for the boats to, advance; at the same-  ime he de-
scended the hill, exposed to the, fire of one of the gun-
boats, and some soldiers.; but the boats tinder Lieute-
nant Gibson, coming in ,at the same moment, boarded 
the, gun-boats before, they had time to fire a third 
y,911py. 	The enemy fled in every direction, leaving 
.many; killed arid wounded. 	The crews of the, gun- 
hoats', jumped-,overboard, and swam on shore, leav, 
;ing their guns to be turned on themselves. 	Eighteen 
vessels, laden with grain, for the garrison of Ragusa, 
were brought out, and ten burned. 	The three gun- 
boats were also brought away ; and the k  whole party 
returned safely, to their ship, with only two or three 
men slightly wounded. , 

,$r gdwp,rd,Pellew had stationed Captain Eyreof 
the Magnificent, on the, coast of Valencia; and ,Cap-
lain Codyington, .of .the Blake,, still ontinued, to 
watch` the coast of Catalonia. 	On the 11th of 0cto- 
her, CaptaikEyre addressed a letter to the Com- 
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mander4n-chief; stating,- that in' consequence .of a 
requisition from the Spanish general, Blake, he had 
One to thefieliefolOropesa, Which -he found had 

'surrendered, and.  was 'M the hands of the enemy. 
A tower within 'a' mile. of the town -was . still 'hi 
possession: 'of the` Spaniards, and the.French.were 
preparing-  to attack it. 	Captain Eyre -anChored 
his Ship aa,  Closer as- •she 'could, lie: to the •Freneli 
batteries), and 'findinethe place quite -nfitenablei 
sent in MS boats, -under the comniatid! of - Lieut'e•'-
nants .gstley and - Hiat, and' brought off• the. garril 
Son, consisting of two -officers, and. eighty-five Men; 
The`fire of the enemy upon our boats,'thbugh inces-
sant, was disregarded ; our loss was very trifling; 
Compared with the .hehour and advantage' of saving 
the brave garrison: from-Certain butchery. 	,,,, 

In consequence of the 'rapid: moiemetits ofGes-
nerd.  Suchet,livith fifteen thousand" men, towards 
Valencia, 'Captain Eyre quitted Alicant, and" . has- 
tenatto 'the relief of General Blake. 	MuriTiedro, . 	.. 
al fortress, situated on the sea-coast, tWelVelniles 
from Valencia; -'had- stopped the 'progresSt'of - the 
enemy; but, on the 27th of .October; was' forced toy  
surrender; ' after' a very gallant defence.. 	'Blake,' 
reinforced' by.'severi' thousand men, froni the army'' 
of Murcia, had vainly endeavoured' to. raise .the 
siege; he,was -defeated with the loss of tWO tilOtili  

-;sand men,f aiiscreight4 'nine pieces of cannon; mid.' 
the consequence of:this defeat, was a summon 
from &diet to the city of 	to surrendler.' 
Within' thief place, 'Blake -and, hiS armit'.1tad rel 

   
  



1811,1 	MEDITERRANEAN. 	 543 
treated, ,and; !.eld out till, early in the following 
year.,, 
F. .In,the month of October, Captain thelionourable 
Henry., Duncan, f in, the! ; Imperieuse,, of- forty-four 
guns,. attacked- threetiTrench gun-boats, eachicar-
rying one, eighteen-pounder, and- moored.under a 
strong, fort, ;near, the, town of Positana,s in the gulf 
of salgrno. ' Qne of the .gun-boats,,was immedi-
atelylsunk by , the fire I of the frigate, .which ,had 
silened!the,', fort.; ;;but, the enemy not being, driven 
opti,Captain, Duncan ordered Mr. Eaton Trevor.§, 
his. first lieutenant, and _Lieutenant Pipon, of the 
royal: marines, to: land and storm ,iti  whiolkthey 
did, .under p., heavy fires .of musketry, and against 
treble. their numbers. 	,The . enemy ,fled;'. leaving 
thirty prisoners, 'and fifty stand of arms, , 	The 
guns, which were twenty-foUr pounders, :were 
spiked by .our men, and thrown, over the cliff,,,nd 
the two remaining gun-vessels brought away. 	• 

In the; following month,. captain Duncan, having 
received intelligence that ,a convoy ,of the enemy ' 
had taken shelter in Palineure, ,and having with 
him. only! the ,Thandes, ,of thirty-two guns;  applied 
to , the General .commanding. at Messina,_ and., ob-
tained from him a detachment of ,two hundred; and 
sixty, .men, from. the: 69th regiment,, commanded:- 
by Major. Darley 	On the, I st,, this force, together. 
with themarines, and a, party of 'seamen from,qach 
ship, ,was landed, the whole , under , the command 
of Captain Napier, of the Thames. Theyascended, 
the heights,, in face tof a heavy fire, ,  and, 4roye the' 
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enemy from his position; . but the object of attack 
still remained. 	The gun-boats, the convoy, and 

_ the fort, could not be taken, unless the frigates 
could he brought into action ; thiS was accom-
plished on the following morning, when, by favour 
of the sea-breeze, they ranged along.the enemy's 
line, within - musket-shot, sunk _ two of the gun-
boats, took all the others, anchored close to the 
fort, and after an action of fifteen minutes silenced 
it. 	Lieutenant Travers,. watching the event on 
the heights, pushed down the hill as soon as he 
saw the ships engaged, and waited almost under 
the guns of the fort ; he rushed in. the moment the 
colours were struck, spiked the guns (twenty-four 
pounders), and threw them into the sea,. brought 
away the whole Convoy, destroyed, four gun-boats, 
and brought out six others ; they mounted two 
long eighteen-pounders, and carried from thirty to 
fifty men. 	• 	 . 

The impression made upon the enemy's coast, 
was not confined to the shores of. Italy. 	The de- 
fence of Tariffa forms another remarkable.  instance 
of the successful union of British 'science and va-
lour, and of conjoint naval and military operations, 
in the Peninsular war. 	. 	, 	.. 

Tariffa is a small town, situated on the sea-coast 
'of Spain, in the Straits of Gibraltar, and within the 
hearing of cannon from that fortress. 	It is com- 
manded by the hills at the bottom of which, it 
stands ; and is defended only by a single wall, 
constructed before the invention of artillery, and, 
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consequently, only' intended as a defence. against 
the spears and armour of the Moors, or other bar- I. 
barous assailants. 

On the.20th of December, 1811, -a strong divi-
sion of the French army, with between two and , 
three hundred cavalry, invested this place, 	Lieu-
tenant-colonel Skerrit, who held the command of 
the small British force intrusted with its 'defence, 
immediately retreated within the walls; while the 
sea force, under Captain E. S. Dickson, in the 
Stately, occupied the dangerous, and in winter 
time'. the almost untenable, .anchorage in front. 
He had with him a small squadron of sloopS of 
war, gun-brigs, • and gun-boats. 	A heavy gale of 
wind drove them for a time from the roadstead ; 
and during their absence, the 'French advanced 
their batteries to within musket-shot of the ruinbus 
wall. 	Colonel Skerrit, assisted by Lieutenant- 
colonel Gough, of the 87th regiment, and that very 
able .and distinguished engineer, Captain (nciw 
Sir C: F.) Smith, with very small means, repelled 
the attacks, drove back their advance, and finally 
defeated them with great slaughter: 	On the 29th 
of 'December; the French - General opened his 
fire, within three hundred yards, from four sixteen 
pounders, font howitzers, and other smaller 'guns; 
with these he continued to batter in. breach, and i 
before night had effected a chasm of considerable 
width : on the three following days, he continued 
his fire with equal success. Colonel Skerrit Worked,  
traverses*,  in the 'streets, and. after .three different 
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assaults, the enemy was beaten, forced to break 
up his camp and retire, leaving his wounded and 
his artillery. 

The cause of Spain was triumphant on the sea-
coast, while Lord Wellington defeated the French 
in the interior. 	Figueras surrendered to the_Spa- 
niards, on the 10th of April ; and. Captain Bullen, 
and the rn  Honourable G. G. Waldegrave, in the 
Cambrian and Volontaire, took possession of St. 
Phillion and Palamos, on the 12th and 14th; the 
guns were embarked, and the batteries destroyed. 
The French were now driven from every place in 
Catalonia, except Barcelona, before which General 
Hilliers concentrated his forces, and commenced 
the memorable siege. 

The French, watchful for the defence .of the 
islands in the Adriatic, and the protection of the 
trade on the-  coasts of Illyria and 'Dalmatia, sent 
out squadrons of frigates and. small vessels, in 
support of these objects. 	On .the 15th of March, 
1811, Captain William Hoste, in the Amphion, i of 
thirty-two guns, having under his orders the Ac-
tive, thirty-eight, Captain James Gordon; Cer-
berus, thirty-two, Captain Henry .Whitby, , and 
Volage, twenty-two, ,Captain Phipps .Hornby, fell 
in with an enemy's squadron to windward, lying to 
off the north point of Lissa. The British squadron 
instantly prepared for battle, disregarding the su-
periority of the enemy, whose force consisted of 
five frigates, 'one corvette, one brig,; two schooners, 
one gun-boat, and a xebec. 	This was a French 
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and Italian squadron united. 	The French Com- 
rhodore, taking the command, bore up it two lines, 
and very properly led into action, intending to cut 
through the British, after the manner of Nelson at 
Trafalgar ; the result proved, that what was good 
in one case, may not answer in another. Here the ' 
attacking line,  were French and Neapolitans, the 
receiving line British, well trained to their guns, 
cool and collected, not firing till perfectly certain 
of their mark, and ready; at a moment's warning, 
to perform any manoeuvre whiCh ;night be found 
expedient.  

The particulars of this action are as well related 
by Captain Hoste;  as his -squadron was ably con- 
ducted. 	" After an action of six hours," says this 
gallant officer, " we have completely defeated the 
combined • French and 	Italian squadion. 	The 
enemy, formed in two divisions, bore -down to 
attack us under all possible sail. The British line, 
led by the Amphion, was formed by signal in the 
closest order, on the starboard tack. At nine, A. M. 

the action commenced by our firing on the head-
most ships. - The. intention of the enemy appeared 
to be, to break our line in two.  places; the star-
board division led by the Commodore, bearing on 
the Amphion and Active; thelarboard division on 
the Cerberus and Volage. 	In this attempt he 
failed (though almost on board of us), by the well- 
directed fire and compact order of our line. 	He 
then endeavoured to round the van ship to engage 
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to leeward, and thereby place us between two 
fires ;. but was so warmly received, and rendered 
so totally unmanageable, 'that he went on shore 
on the rocks of Lissa in the greatest possible con-
fusion. 

" The British line was then wore to renew the 
action, the Amphion, not half a Cable's length 
from the shore, the remainder of the enemy'S star-
board division passing under our 'stern, 'and en-
gaging us to leeward, while the, larboard diVision 
tacked, and remained to windward, engaging the 
Cerberus, Volage, and Active. 	The action now 
recommenced with great fury; his Majesty's ships 
frequently in a position which exposed them to a 
raking fire. 	At twenty minutes past eleven, the 
Flora struck hei .colours : at twelve the BeI1ona 
followed her example.. 	The rest of the ships en- 
deavouring to make off, pursued by the Active 
and Cerberus, who, at three, P. M. compelled the 
sternmost frigate. to surrender, when the action 
ceased, leaving us in possession- of the Corona, of 
forty-four guns, and the Bellona, of thirty-ltwo 
guns. 	The French Commodore, the Favenrite, of 
forty-four guns, on shore; blew up soon' after." 
While Captain Haste was taking possesSionsof the 
Bellona, the Flora, after having struck her colours 
to prevent being sunk, made sail and escaped, the" 
British ships having no boat to send to her. 	The 
French Commodore, Monsieur Dubourdieu, was. 
killed in the action. 	The 'squadron had ' sailed 
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from Ancona on the 11th, with fivehundred troops, 
and every thing necessary for garrisoning the 
island of Lissa. 

The force of the enemy was— 
Ships. 	 ,Guns. 	Men. 

La Favorite 	 44 	350 burnt 

	

La Flore 	  44 	350 struck,'but escaped 

	

' La Dante 	 44 	350 escaped 
La Bellone 	 32 	224 taken 
La Caroline 	 28 	224 escaped 
Le Corona (24-pounders) 44 	35t taken 
Le Principe 	(ditto) 	44 	354 taken 

, L'Augusta (brig) 	 16 	105 escaped 
Schooner 	  10 	60 escaped 
Xebec 	6 	70 .  escaped 
Gunboat 	2 	35 escaped 

Troops embarked 	500 

0 	Total 	 314 	2976 

The British forces consisted of— 
Ships. 	Guns. 	 Men. 	Killed. Wounded: 

Amphion 	 32 Captain Hoste 	254 	15 	47 
Active 	 38 	Gordon 300 9 	26 
Cerberus 	 32 	Whitby 	 44 . 	 254 	13 

174 Volage 	 22 	Hornby 	13 	33 

, 	Total • • • 124 	 982 ' 	50 	150 

1 	Guns. 	Men. 
Total French force • • • • 314 	2976 

English 	' 124 	982 

Lieutenant Dickenson, of the Cerberus, and 
Lieutenant Campston, of the Active, thirty-eight 
gunk, were directed by Captain H. Whitby, who 
commanded the Cerberus, to take the bpats, and 
attack a convoy of the enemy in the port of 
Otranto, on the coast of Italy. 	The fire of the 

   
  



550 	MEDITERRANEAN. 	 [1811. 

enemy, and the difficulty of access to the fort, 
were unavailing. 	The marines mounted a preci- 
pice where the most certain destruction awaited 
the slightest deviation from the path ; while the 
seamen in the boats drove the crews out of the 
vessels, and the soldiers from the beach—took out 
ten sail of merchant-vessels, loaded with provi-
sions,, and an armed vessel intended for their pro-
tection, and burnt two large magazines full of 
naval and military stores. 	- 

On the evening of the 6th of March, twenty-
five sail of vessels sailed from Otranto, .loaded with 
naval and Ordnance stores, provisions and troops,' 
for the garrison of Corfu, aild fot fitting out gun- 
boats for the defence of that island. 	Twenty-two 
sail of these fell into the hands of 'Captain Eyre 
and his fortunate squadron. 

On the Cadiz station, in the month' of May, 
Captain Price, of the Sabine sloop of war,. cap-
tured with his boats thtee sail of Fiench priiateers, 
sunk another, and retook her prize. So determined 
was the resistance of the last privateer, that she 
did not surrender till rim down by the Papillon, 
who saved the crew from drowning. 

In the month of May, Captain Robert Barrie, in 
La Pomone, of thirty-eight guns, with the Unite, 
of thirty-six, and the Scout brig, entered the bay 
of Sagona; in Corsica, whence the French :had 
long been in the habit of procuring their masts 
and 'yards for ships of war. 	Three large ships 
were then lying there, moored within pistol-shot 
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of the shore and batteries;  all of them well manned 
and mounting a sufficient number of guns- to de- 
fend themselves. 	The heights under which they 
lay were also crowned with guns and troops. 
The squadron was towed in by the boats, until 
they came within range of the, grape-shot. At six. 
in, the evening, the action commenced, and lasted 
till half-past seven, when the enemy set their ships 
on fire and fled : the battery and a marten() tower 
were silenced ; the fort destroyed, occasioned by 
the burning fragments from the ships falling on 
the magazine. 	Captain Barrie ascertained from a 
prisoner taken off the floating wreck, that they 
were called" La Nourrice, of eleven hundred tons, 
Le Giraffe, of nine hundred, and a merchant-ship 
of five hundred tons.  

Captain James Brisbane, in the Belle Poule, in. 
company with the Alceste, of thirty-eight guns, 
in the month of May chased a French brig of war, 
of eighteen guns, into the small harbour of Paienza. 
The shallow water prevented the approach of the 
ships sufficiently near 'to fire on the forts or the 
brig, with proper effect, although the frigates were 
frequently struck by the shot from the batteries. 
A landing was therefore decided on, and two hun-
dred seamen, and all the marines, under the orders ' 
of Lieutenant John M'Curdy, first of the Belle 
Poule, took possession of a small- island in the 
mouthof " the harbour, and at eleven o'clock at 
night, while the ships lay at anchor, four miles off, 
with the most incredible labour, erected a work, 
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which, before five o'clock in the morning, served 
as a defence to the men, and was .ready to fire on 
the brig, with two howitzers, two nine pounders, 
and a field-piece. 	At daylight the enemy opened 
upon them from four different positions. 	The 
action lasted five hours, when, the brig being cut 
to pieces and sunk, the whole party retreated (with 
their guns) in good order to the boats, having had 
two men killed and six wounded. 

The crooked policy pursued by the government 
of the United States of America, tended to excite 
that ferment which it had been long predicted 
would end in war.  

The Americans had submitted with a very ill 
grace, to the unhappy affair of the Leopard and 
Chesapeake. 	The clamour against the act was 
particularly loud in the southern states. 	The city 
of Baltimore, the most violent, because the resort . 
of all the malcontents from England and Ireland, 
sounded the war-whoop, with all the rage of im- 
placable hatred. 	To cherish this angry feeling, 
artifice and the most unprincipled acts were re-
sorted to; encouragement was held out to the mas-
ters of merchant-ships to report on all occasions 
in the most unfavourable manner every transaction 
between them and a British vessel of war. 	Nu, 
merous instances of gross and unblushing false- 
hood might be adduced. 	We shall not attempt 
to refute the affidavits of American seamen, made 
before American justices of the peace, against the 
captains .of British ships of war, convinced as we 
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are, that no respectable person ever gave credit to 
them; but we must offer one instance of unparal-
leled treachery. 

In the year 1807, one of our frigates cruising off 
Naples, boarded and examined an American ship. 
The master and supercargo both expressed their 
thanks personally to the British captain, for the 
kindness, attention, and delicacy, they had expe-
rienced from the boarding officer. The ships patted, 
but met again in a few days, when the captain of 
the frigate desiring to know what had kept the 
American so long upon the coast, sent for his log-
book, in which (referring to the period of her first 
examination)' he found the most rancorous and 
unfounded charges against the very officer whose 
humanity and forbearance they had before extolled. 
The master and supercargo were summoned to 
•answer for.  these falsehoods, calculated, and no 
doubt intended, to sow dissension between the 
two nations. 	They were speechless, looked very 
much like fools, and knaves, and at length joined 
in throwing the blame on the mate, who wrote the 
log. 	The mate was not present to vindicate him- 
self. 	This is quite consistent with the alleged 
murder . of John Pearce, who never existed ; of the 
deserters not being on board the Chesapeake, 
where they were found ; and of the Acasta running 
away from the Essex, when she (the Acasta) was 
in search of her. 	Could we spare the time, we 
might on the other hand display some flagrant 
instances of cruelty and fraud practised by Na- 
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poleon against his crouching friends. 	The case of 
the Horison alone was ten times . worse than any 
act of England, and would, if committed .by us, 
have produced . immediate and justifiable war. 
Every effort of Great Britain towards conciliation 
was treated with scorn—every injury heaped upon 
the Americans by Napoleon, was received with 
such fawning and smiles, as to court a repetition. 

The attacks on the Little Belt and the Bel-
videra, by Commodore Rogers, in 1811-12, are 
lasting memorials of the indecision gnd unmanly 
conduct of the President of the United States, . 
and the Commander-in-chief of his navy. 

Fully participating in the feelings and senti- 
' ments of Mr. Madison, as well as in the vulgar 

errors of ' his countrymen, Commodore Rogers . 
was sent to sea in the President frigate, to avenge 
the death of the seamen on board the Chesapeake; 
and by art and contrivance to make it appear,'that 
whatever ship he might attack, should be the ag-
gressor. ,The ostensible motive of his going to 
sea, was to reclaim a seaman,  impressed  out of 
an American vessel, by Captain Pechell, of the 
Guerriere. 

The President was the largest ship in the Ame- 
rican navy. 	She mounted thirty twenty-four 
pounders on her main-deck, twenty forty-two 
pound carronades, and four long twenty-four 
pounders on her quarter-deck and forecastle, 
manned with four hundred and seventy-six prime 
seamen. 	With this ship it was the misfortune of 
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Captain Bifighatn, in the Little Belt, (a sloop, of 
War, mounting only sixteen thirty-two pound car- 

"ronades; and two lone.- nines), to fall in and. to be 0, 
brought to action on the 16th of May, 1811. The 
ships came in sight of each other at eleven, A. M., 

and at one o'clock, Captain Bingham discovered 
the stranger to be a ship of war, and made the pri-
vate signal, which was not answered ; but as he 
plainly saw the stranger was an American; and 
Was coming fast up with him, and desirous of 
avoiding any mistake which might occur after 
dark, he very properly brought to, hoisted his 
colours, double-shotted his,  guns, to prevent sur- 
prise, and prepared for action. 	By his manner of 
steering, it seemed to be the wish of the American 
fo rake the Little Belt, which Captain Bingham 
frustrated, by wearing three times. 	At a quarter 
past eight, the President came within hail, and 
Captain Bingham demanded the name of the ship; 
the question was very improperly repeated by the 
Commodore, who, no doubt, supposed that an 
avowal of his name would produce an explanation, 
which might,defeat his fixed purpose of revenge ; 
and without taking any farther trouble to ascertain 
the cause of the refusal on the part of the British 
Captain, he discharged a broadside into the Little 
Belt. 	This was received as it should have been. 
Captain Bingham retutned the fire with spirit, and 
continued it for three-quarters of an hour, when 
the American frigate discontinued the action, •ap-
pearing to be on fire. The Little Belt ceased firing 
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when her guns could no longer be brought to 
bear, and was left a wreck, with nine men killed, 
and twenty-three wounded, more than one-fourth 
of her complement. The American hailed to know 
what ship it was, and being told it was the British 
sloop of war, Little Belt, he inqUired, " if she had 
struck her colours." 	To this he received a firm 
and indignant negative from Captain Binghani; 
who at the same time demanded the name of his 
opponent. 	He was informed, it was " a United 
States' frigate." 	Convinced that the vessel which 
he had thus basely and cruelly attacked belonged 

. to Great Britain, and although he was assured 
she had not surrendered, the Commodore neither 
brought the action to a conclusion by demanding 
and enforcing. submission, nor did he make the 
offer of that assistance which as a man and a 

. Christian he was bound to afford to a fellow-crea-
ture, and above all to brother seamen reduced to 
distress by his unmanly act : he made. sail, and 
left the Little Belt to her fate. 	At daylight he 
again approached, prepared for action, and at eight 
o'clock hailed, and asked permission to send a boat 
on board, which, being granted, an officer came 
from Commodore Rogers, of thd United States' 
frigate, President, to say, that he (the Commo-
dore) lamented much the unfortunate affair, and 
had he known the force of the British vessel was 
so inferior to his own, he should not have fired at 
her. Captain Bingham asked his motives for firing 
at all ; and was told, that the Little Belt fired first, 
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This was proved not to have been the fact; nor 
was it likely that Captain Bingham, sailing under 
the most positive orders to abstain from any act 
of aggression against America, should have been 
so far lost to every sense of propriety, as not only 
to disobey his orders, but attack a ship more than 
fOur times his force. 	The Commodore then made 
every offer of assistance, and entreated Captain 
Bingham to put into the nearest American port; 
but these offers and invitations were both very 
properly declined. 	The Little Belt went to Hali-
fax,- where a court of inquiry decided, that the 
conduct of Captain Bingham had been judicious 
and honourable, and he was in consequence ad-
vanced to the rank of post-captain. 

If there be any part of this transaction which , 
we may be permitted to regret, it is, that Captain 
Bingham had not given the name of his ship when 
demanded. The refusal of Commodore Rogers, to 
whom the question was first put, was not an exam-
ple which a British captain could justly plead in 
excuse. 	If, however, a shadow of blame attaches 
to Captain Bingham for this omission, what shall 
we say in favour of Commodore Rogers, who, not 
being a belligerent, could have had no motive 
either for concealing the name of his ship, or firing 
into one of whose nation or intentions, according 
to his own shewing, he was ignorant ; and who, 
after having deliberately slaughtered and maimed 
thirty-two of Jter men, neither took her as an 
enemy-, nor relieved her as a friend? Nothing could 
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be niore,clear and distinct than the orders of the 
British officers on the American station. 	They 
were, if any thing, too mild and forbearing. 	But 
they prove, that Great Britain was willing to make 
any teasonable sacrifice, rather than provoke ,a 
new war; and while she was struggling for the 
liberties of Europe, Mr. Madison chose that crisis 
to attack her. Had we really been the aggressors, 
this consideration alone should have withheld the 
hostility of America. 

As soon as the news of this event reached Eng-
land, it was thought necessary to reinforce the 
squadron .of Vice-admiral Sawyer, who at that 
time commanded on the Halifax station ; and in 
the month of September, the following ships ,of 
war were at Halifax, or Bermuda, or cruising on 
the coast. 	This force, we must observe, was fully 
equal.  to that of the ;United States, who had not at 
that time any ship of the line. 	. 

, 	Ships. 	Guns. 	Men. 	Commanders. 

Africa 	  64 	Vice-admiral Herbert Sawyer • • 	Captain J. Bastard 
1 

Shannon 	 38 	284 	P. B. V. Broke 
G uerriere 	 38 	284 	J. R. Dacres 
Spartan 	' 	38 	284 	E. P. Brentori 
Belirideia 	 36 	264 	Richard Byron 
./Eolus • 	  32 	254 	Lord James Townshend 
Tartarus 	 20 	125 	John Pasco. 

Sloops of War. 
Indian 	  20 	125 	Henry Jane 
Atalante 	 20 	125 	Frederick ,Ilickey 
Rrittler 	  18 	121 	Alexander Gordon 
Julia 	  18 	121 	Honourable V. Gardner 
Sapphire 	 18 	121 	Henry Haines. • ' 
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By an order in council, dated the 5th of Octo-

ber, the Cape of Good Hope was restricted in its 
commercial intercourse. Nations not at war with 
us had been usually indulged with trading there, 
but they were thenceforth forbidden, and the trade 
confined to British vessels only. 

We now return to the Isle of France, 'and the 
neighbourhood of Madagascar. 	A squadron of 
three French frigates, well commanded, manned, 
and equipped, with as many troops as they could 
carry, had sailed from Europe early in the year, 
With the view of relieving the French settlements 
at the Mauritius ; but they were too late. 	Arriv-
ing off the Isle of France on the 7th of May, they 
found it in our possession ; and though prepared 
in a great measure for such an event, they must 
have been miserably straitened for want of water. 
In .search of this article, and to refresh his peo-
ple, the French commodore, Monsieur Roquebert, 
bore away for Madagascar. 	Off Foul Point, at 
the south end of that island, he was met on the 
20th, by Captain C. M. Schomberg, in the Astrea, 
of thirty-six guns, having under his orders 'the 
Phoebe, of thirty-six guns, Captain Hillyar ; Ga-
latea, thirty-two, Captain Woodley Losack ; and 
Racehorse sloop, of eighteen guns, Captain De 
Rippe. 	The ships, owing to light and baffling 
airs, did not get into action till four, P. M. 	The 
Galatea and Phoebe suffered much, particularly 
the former, from the accidental position of the 
enemy. 	One of their ships lay on the larboard 
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'quarter of the Phoebe, and abreast of the Galatea, 
which was. astern of the Phcebe ; the other two 
were placed on each quarter of the Galatea: 	The 	- 
fight was maintained until the Astrea and • Race,  
horse caught the breeze, when they came into 
action. 	By this time the Galatea was so much 
cut up, as to be perfectly unmanageable; her fore 
and mizen-topmasts fell over. the side, she could 
not wear, and with her the action ceased, after 
having lasted four hours. 	Captain Schomberg, 
supported by the Phoebe and Racehorse, followed 
up the advantage they had gained, and very soon 
forced the French Commodore to surrender. 	A 
second frigate came to his relief, and after a few. 
broadsides from the British ships, hung out a 
light, and ceased firing, in token of submission ; 
but perceiving the disabled state of the Galatea, 

- and that the other English ships were prevented 
from immediately following him, the French Cap- 
tain made sail,. and escaped. 	He was chased by 
the Astrea and Phoebe, till two in the .morning, 
when Captain Schomberg, considering that the 
Galatea, had made the signal for and required 
assistance, and that the ship they had taken 
(having only put two officers and five. men on 
board her), might escape, returned and secured 
his prize, which proved to . be La. Renoramee, 
of forty-four guns, eighteen-pounders, commanded 
by Monsieur Roquebert : she had . four hundred 
and seventy men, of which two hundred were 
picked troops. 	The numbers killed of her crew 
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we had not the means of ascertaining. 	Her con- 
sorts were La Clorinde, and La Nereide, both of 
the same force. 	They had sailed from Brest on 
the night of the 2d of February. 

The Galatea had seventy-eight shots in bier hull, 
many of them under eater; every rope was cut 
away; and though short of her complement when 
she began the action, had more men killed and, 
wounded than all the other British ships put 
together. 	 . 

Captain Schomberg, by praising the conduct of 
Captain Hillyar, in his letter to the Admiral, and 
omitting to mention in terms of approbation the 
names of Captains Losack and De Rippe, left an 
implied stain on the characters of these officers. 
Captain Losack felt this, and on his return to Eng-
land, demanded a ourt-martial, which the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty (judging no 
doubt from the log-books) did not think prdper 
to grant ; and informed Captain Losack, that they 
were satisfied with his conduct ; and it would in-
deed have been unaccountable, if they had not. 
Captain De Rippe had also his share of the ac-
tion, though the enemy, when they had frigates to 
engage, could not turn their fire on a sloop of war. 
This accounts, for the Racehorse escaping unhurt. 
That Captains Schomberg and Hillyar did their 
duty, none would deny ; it is also equally clear, 
that Captains Losack and De Rippe did their 
duty ; and, consequently, that they were equally 
entitled to a share of credit with the captains . of 
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the Astrea and Phoebe. 	We conclude these ob- 
servations with the list of killed and wounded— 

• Killed. 	Wounded. 	 Killed. 	Wounded. 
Astrea 	2 	• • 	16 	Phcebe• • • • 	6 	• • 	25 
Galatea 	 16 	• • 	45 	Racehorse • 	0 	• • 	0 

If 
Captain Schomberg, having made .good the 

.damages which his squadron had sustained, sent 
the Galatea to the Isle of France, 'and dispatched 
Captain De Rippe, in the Racehorse, to summon 
the settlement of Tamatave, on the east. side of 
Madagascar, formerly British, but then recently 
taken by the French. 	On his arrival off the port, 

, 	be found in it La Nereide, which the squadron had 
engaged ; he therefore returned, and on the 24th 
of May, rejoined Captain Schomberg, who pro-. 
ceeded with the Astrea; Phoebe, and Racehorse,. 
off the port, which he reached on the followin. 

_ day,. 	found the enemy prepared fer defence. ,and 
The 'shoals with which the port is}  surrounded 
being numerous and intricate, and having no one 
on board capable of acting as pilot, he very pru-
dently and properly summoned the ship and gar,  
rison to surrender ; and by granting to the enemy 
the most liberal , terms in his power, his demand 
was complied with. The frigate and garrison were 
given up to his disposal, together with the detach-
ment of the 22d regiment which had been the 
garrison of the place, previously to  its capture. 
Captain Schomberg, having taken two out of the 
three frigates which his squadron had engaged, 
and retaken a British settlement, returned to the. 
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Isle of France. 	The Captain of the Clorinde, on .  
his return to France, was dismissed from the ser-
vice, and degraded. 

'If is exceedingly to be regretted, that from the -
pressure of matter in this volume, we have' not 
room to relate the achievements of Captains Ed-, 
ward Wallis Hoare, G. E. Lyon, George Harris, 
and Robert Maunsell, who, on the coast of Java, 
previously to its being attacked by our forces, 
distinguished themselves by deeds almost incre-
dible ; and for the particulars of which, we must 
refer our readers to the gazette letters of the year 
1811. 

Vice-admiral William' O'Brien Drury, who had 
held the command in the East Indies, expired at 
Madras on the 6th of March, when preparing to 
accompany the expedition for the reduction of the 
island of Java. 	He was succeeded in the -coin.-
mand of the squadron by Captain William R. 
Broughton, who, agreeably to the rules of the 
service, hoisted a broad pendant; and the expe-
dition sailed for the object of attack, to which it 
had been destined. 

Vice-admiral the Honourable Robert Stopford 
had sailed in October, 1810, from Plymouth, in 
the Scipion, of seventy-four guns, to take the com-
mand on the Cape of Good Hope station, and to 
relieve Vice-admiral Bertie. 	Soon after his arrival 
at the Cape, he learned that the island of Java 
was going to be attacked.  by our forces, and that 
Vice-admiral Drury was dead ; he in consequence 

2 o 2 
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pushed away for that island, and was in time to 
be present at the capture.* 

Lord Minto, the governor-general of India, hav-
ing given directions to prepare a military force for 
the conquest of this island, its direction was in-
trusted to Lieutenant-general Sir Samuel Achmuty. 
The expedition assembled in Madras roads; and 
the first division of troops, commanded by Co-
lonel Robert Rollo Gillespie, sailed thence on the 
18th of April, under convoy of Captain Cole, in 
the Caroline frigate,_ of thirty-six guns. 	The se- 
cond division followed in a week after,..under the 
command of Major-general Wetherall, and con-
ducted by Captain P. Pellew, in the Phaeton. 
On the day after the sailing, a hurricane drove- on 
shore the Dover, of forty-four guns, and every 
other vessel that had remained with her in Madras 
roads. 	Those divisions, howeier, providentially 
escaped with a slight brush of the gale. 	On the 
18th of May, the expedition reached the harbour 
of Pulo Penang, in Prince of Wales' Island. 	Lieu- 
tenant-general Achmuty had arrived in.  the Acbar 
frigate,* on the 13th, and sailed for Malacca on the 
20th. 	Lord Minto had touched at Penang, on his 
way to Malacca, in the Modeste frigate, command-
ed by his son, the Honourable Captain G. Elliot. 
On the 21st of May, the second division arrived at 

* An elaborate and authentic Account of the Capture of Java 
has been written by Major William Thorn, deputy quarter-mas- 
ter-general of the forces serving in Java. 	4to. Robert Wilkis, 
Chancery-lane. 

   
  



1811.] 	 EAST INDIES. 	 565 
Penang. 	On the 24th, the whole fleet sailed for 
Malacca, where they arrived on the 1st of June. 
Here they found that the Bengal division of troops 
under the protection of Captain H. F. Edgell, in 
the Cornelia, hid arrived six weeks before, and 
was eaamped along the shores. 	The Governor- 
general, 	Commander-in-chief, and Commodore 
Broughton, in the Illustrious, were also here. One 
of the transports, laden with gunpowder, took fire, 
and when no hope :remained of saving the ship, 
the crew were taken out, and she blew up, with- 
out doing any other damage. 	Lord. Minto, soon 
after his arrival, caused all the instruments of 
torture which had been used by the Dutch to be 
publicly burnt. 	These were, the rack, the wheel, 
and some others, well known to the unhappy 
people who had been governed by the laws of their 
sanguinary tribunals. 

The possession of Malacca has been fo4id of 
vast importance to our Indian and China trade, 
the straits being only sixten miles wide, and the 
best channel of intercourse between the bay of 
Bengal, the China seas, and the 'eastern Archi- 
pelago. 	The straits of Sunda, between Java and 
Sumatra, were chiefly resorted to by ships coming 
from the Cape of Good Hope. The route pursued 
by the united forces, led by Commodore Brough-
ton, was through the straits of Sincapore, between 
the south end of the peninsula of Malacca, and 
the small islands lying contiguous to it, of which 
Pulo Bantang is the chief. 	Taking his _departure 
from Pulo Bantang, the Commodore steered for 
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the,  west coast of Borneo. 	Passing the island of 
Timbalan, the fleet came to a cluster called the 
High Islands. These form between the west coast 
of Borneo, and the east coast of Sumatra, a very 
extensive Archipelago. 	The names of the islands, 
and their position, have not been accurately de-
scribed by modern geographers ; nor has Major 
Thorn favoured us with any, description whereby 
we might know at which of them it was that the 
fleet found a plentiful supply of fresh water, hogs, 
moose-deer, and monkies, but no human inhabi- 
tants. 	The fleet, it appears, was in imminent 
danger, from a sudden squall of wind and rain, 
which drove the transports into shoal waters, 
where many of them struck the ground in a heavy 
sea, but the bottom being soft mud, they received 
no damage. 

The following is a list of the ships of war, and 
their captains, employed in this celebrated expe-
dition : 

Ships. 	Guns. 	 . Commanders. 
Rear-admiral the Hon. R. Stopford Scipion   	74 1 Captain J. Johnston. 

(This ship joined at Batavia) 
Elustriotis • • . 74 	Commodore W. Broughton. Capt. Festing 
Minden 	 '74 	Captain Hoare 
Lion • • • • i • • • 64 	Captain (now Sir Henry) Heathcote 

Frigates. 
Acbar • • • • 38 Capt. Drury 	Hussar • • 38 Capt. Crawford 
Doris • • • • 36 Lye . 	Drake • • • 38 Harrii 
Nisus • • • • 38 Beaver 	Phaeton • 38 Hon. P. B. Pellew 
President • 38 Wairen ' 	Leda • • • • 36 G. Sayer 
bucephalus 32 Pay 	Caroline • 36 C. Cole , 
Phoebe • • • 36 Hillyar 	Coinelia • 36 — Edgell 
Modeste • • 36 Hon.G.Elliot Psyche • • 36 P. Edgecumbe 
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Sloops of War. 
Barracouta 18 Owen 	Samarang • 16 Drury 
Hesper • • • 18 Reynolds 	Harpy • • • • 18 Bain 
Hecate • • • 18 Peachy 	Procris • • • 18 Maunsell 
'Dasher • • • 18 Kelly 

Honourable Company's Cruisers. 
r Commodore Hayes 	Vestal, Hull 

Malabar 1 Capt. Mansfield 	Ariel, M'Donald 
.Aurora, Watkins 	 Thetis, Phillips 
Mornington, Pearce 	 Psyche 
Nautilus, Walker 
With fifty-seven transports, And some gun-boats,—the fleet .. amounting to one hundred sail. 	0 	. 	.  

The expedition came to an anchor in the bay 
of Batavia, at two, P.M. on Sunday, the 4th of 
August, 1811, and the landing was effected on the 
same day at the village of Chillingching, ten miles 
to the" eastward of the city of Batavia, a spot 
which the enemy had left entirely unguarded. 

The care of this important island had been se-
cretly intrusted by Bonaparte to General Jansens, 
the Dutch general Daendels not being supposed 
sufficiently well affected to the cause to keep out 
the English. 	The city of Batavia was abandoned 
by the French and Dutch troops, and most of the 
respectable inhabitants, the moment oir army 
landed. 	The pipes which conveyed fresh water 
to the town were cut off; the bridge over the river 
Anjol destroyed, and the store-houses, containing 
a rich collection of spices, set on fire. 	Some of 
these our troops saved from destruction. 	By 
the ready assistance and resources of the navy, .a 
body of troops under Colonel Gillespie was sent 
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across the fiver; and entered the city. 	The ene- 
my retreated to Weltervreede, a strong position, 
which was attacked by the Colonel on the 10th, 
and carried in grand style, the enemy losing near 
five hundred, men. 	Driven from this position, 
General Jansens next made a stand on the heights 
of Cornelis, strongly fortified and defended, by the 
united for& of his whole army, which was sup 
posed to consist of nearly twenty thousand men, 
French and Dutch, and commanded by officers of 
distinguished character in the estimation of Na-
poleon,. the unrivalled judge of military merit. 
Cannon was brought up by the seamen ; and bat-
teries, formed of twenty eighteen-pounders and 
eight mortars, kept them in constant occupation 
for two days, when the fire of the enemy, at first 
much greater than ours, beeame gradually fainter, 
and at dawn of day on the 26th of August, the 
Assault was made, the principal attack being led 
by that distinguished and lamented hero, Colonel . 
Gillespie, supported by Colonels Gibbs and Mac 
Leod, officers no less conspicuous. 	Major-general 
Wetherall commanded the reserve, and remained 
in the batteries. 	Colonel Gillespie having made a 
circuitous route, through an intricate country, 
came suddenly on the -enemy's advance, routed 
them, and took a strong redoubt; next, under á 
heavy fire of grape and musketry, he passed a 
bridge of great importance to these operations, and 
carried with the bayonet the redoubt, No. 4, after 
an obstinate resistance. Here Colonel Gibbs sepa- 
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rated, and turning to the right, carried the redoubt, 
No. l, in front of the enemy. 	At this moment a 
heavy explosion, whether by design or accident is 
not known, destroyed a number of gallant British 
officers and men. 	Colonel M'Leod carried the, re= 
doubt, No. 2, took a park of artillery, and dispersed 
the enemy's cavalry, which had formed for its de-
fence; but that excellent officer fell in the moment 
of victory. The enemy's front being thus laid open, 
the.  whole army rushed in ; the carnage became 
general, and the battle decisive. The seamen from 
the batteries, and a body of Seapoys under the 
command of Captain Sayer, of the Leda, drove the 
enemy from the field. 	The cavalry under Colonel 
Gillespie. and Major Trevers, and the horse artil-
lery under Captain Noble, joined- in the pursuit, 
until the whole of the hostile army was either 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. One hundred 
and thirty pieces of brass and iron cannon and 
mortars were taken at Cornelis, and six hundred 
and thirteen in the citadel and different forts, with 
shot, shells, and ammunition in proportion. 	*The 
number of prisoners amounted to upwards of seven-
teen hundred. 

In the capture of this immense island, the prin-
cipal labour fell on the army, as the more power-
ful body, but the navy had its share of the danger 
and exertion. The royal marines of the squadron, 
commanded by their own officers, were landed, 
and served with the army. 

The numbers in the army killed in the two 
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,actions, amounted to one hundred and forty ; and 
the wounded to seven hundred and thirty-two. 
Of seamen, fourteen were killed; six officers, and 
forty-,nine wounded. 

Immediately after the decisive action of the 
26th of August, and the capture of Fort Cornelis, 
a summons was sent to General, Jansens, to sur-
render the island •of Java to the British forces. 
This was rejected, and preparations were immedi-
ately made . for sending a. fotce against Sourbaya, 
the place of second importance on the island. 

:This force was under the direction of Commodore 
Broughton. 	Another body of troops was detach- 
ed to Cheribon, and the frigates Nisus, President, 
and Phoebe, -were sent on that service. 

Commodore Broughton sailed on the 4th of 
September for Greisse and Sourbaya, having under 

- his orders the Illustrious, Minden, Lion, and Leda. 
Ile was accompanied by transports containing a 
body of Seapoys, and ordnance stores, for the re-
duction of the remaining settlements of the enemy, 
on the island of Java. 

Lord Minto, the Governor - general of India, • 
had, after the surrender of Batavia, taken up his 
residence at that place, and Bear-admiral Stop-
ford, at his Lordship's .request, had consented 
to remain until the complete subjection of the 6  
island. This was shortly accomplished. 	Captain 
P. Beaver, of the Nisus, took possession of Cheri- 
bon. 	Captain Warren, of the President, who 
conveyed the summons, hauled down the French, 
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and hoisted with his own hand the British flag on 
the fort, and with his gig's crew took prisoner the 
French General Jumelle, who had just • arrived, 
and was in the act of changing horses to proceed 
to the eastward. 	Captain Hillyar, of the Phoebe, 
took possession of Taggall. 

Lieutenant-general Sir Samuel Achmuty sailed 
on the 5th, in the-  Modeste, and the Rear-admiral 
himself on the following day, having with him, on 
board•the Scipion, two companies of artillery and 
four field-pieces : with the troops embarked on 
board the ships of war, assisted by the seamen 
and marines, he hoped to effect the reduction of 
the other settlements before the transports could 
arrive, and thus avoid the delay occasioned by the 
bad sailing of these vessels. 	We have no instance 
of an enterprise of this magnitude being conducted 
with more public spirit and unanimity between the 
army and navy. 

On the 9th, the Rear-admiral anchored off 
Samarang, and was joined on the 18th by Com-
modore Broughton, with the ships and some 
transports under his orders. 	The Rear-admiral 
and the General summoned the place to surrender, 
but the demand being refused, they proceeded to 
attack and destroy the gun-boats. 	This service 

is was executed by Captain Maunsell, then acting in 
the Illustrious, under the broad pendant of Com- 
modore Broughton. 	On the 12th the town of 
Samarang was entered without opposition, the 
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enemy having retired to a strong position. seven 
miles from it. 	Our troops at this place amounted 
to one thousand five hundred men. 	The Rear- 
admiral being convinced , that the French' would 
retire upon Sourbaya, hastened thither with the 
Scipion, Lion, Nisus, President, 	Phoebe, 	and 
Harpy, and directed all other vessels within his 
reach to meet him. On the 18th, Captain Harris; 
of the Sir Francis ,Drake, joined the Admiral, and 
informed him that the island of Madura, and the 
.settlement of Samanap, had surrendered. 	Captain 
Harris' was now Erected by the Admiral to take 
command of the troops which were landed on the 
19th, and proceed to Greisse, of which place he 
took possession on the 28th. Captain Harris next 
went with his little army to Sourbaya, which he 
took; and intelligence reached the Admiral that all 
the strong places in the island of Java had capitu- 
lated to his Majesty's arms. 	Fort Ludowick, at 
Sourbaya, the Admiral found in excellent 'order, 
with ninety-eight pieces of cannon, chiefly brass. 

The capture of the principal forts in the island 
having been effected by the joint operations of the 
army and navy, Jansens, the Captain-general, sur-
rendered with his whole army, and the conquest of 
the island of Java was complete, 	 , 

In his dispatches to the secretary of state, Lord 
Minto says, " An empire.which for two centuries 
has contributed greatly to the power, prosperity, 
and giandeur of .one of the principal and most 
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respected states of Europe, has been thus wrested 
from the short usurpation of the French govern- 
ment, and added to the British crown." 	Here 
ended the conquest of islands. 	The enemy had 
no more to lose east of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Had Napoleon achieved these conquests, he would 
have made his enemies " forget the way to India." 
This has never been our policy. 	The Dutch came 
unwillingly into the last war, and the colony of Java, 
which had been wrested from them by France, 
Great Britain had the hon'ourc'and the generosity. 
to restore. 	Should future wars, and other tyrants, 
raise up enemies against our existence, let us trust 
that we shall possess the same means of asserting 
our rights, and proving that we can be generous 
as well as brave. 

The capture of the island of  Madura, by the 
British frigates Sir Francis Drake and,Phaeton, 
forms an interesting episode to the conquest of 
Java. 	This island, about seventy miles long, lies 
contiguous to Java, at its eastern end. 	It was 
governed by a Sultan, who like all eastern princes, 
was an absolute monarch. The French and Dutch 
had landed a few officers, and having hoisted the 
French flag,' considered it a colony of their own. 

Captain George Harris, a mere youth, having 
two frigates of thirty-eight guns under his com-
mand, assembled a small force, consisting of the 
Marines and small arm men of the frigates, and. 
with the 	boats, himself and Captain Pownal 
-B. Pellew completely drove the French out of the 
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island, turned the sentiments of the Sultan and his 
people against them, and rendered Madura a de-
pendency of Java. 

Captain Harris had sent the Dasher, sloop of 
war, round the south end of Pulo J'Langing, to 
gain an anchorage as near the fort of Sumanap as 
possible. 	On the night of the 29th of August the 
boats, in two divisions, led by the captains of the 
respective frigates, put off, and sailing through the 
channel formed by the east end of Madura and 
Pulo J'Langing, landed at midnight three miles 
from the fort, without being discovered, and at 
half-past one, the two columns, consisting of no 
more than eighty men, with two twelve, two four, 
and two two-pounders, began their march in such 
perfect order and silence, that they entered the' 
outer gate of the fort without being perceived. 

. This gate had been with unaccountable negligence 
or treachery left open. 	The party next made a 
rush at the inner gate, which they carried, though , 
defended by guns;  and four hundred Madura pike-
men, who were all made prisoners, and by half-
past three o'clock the English possessed the fort. 
At daylight, French colours still flying on the east 
end of the town, Captain Harris sent his second. 
in command, Captain! Pellew, to demand an im-
mediate surrender. This officer was supported. by' 
one hundred men and one field-piece (the party 
having been reinforced from the ships). 	The 
Governor returned an insulting answer, and pre-
pared to defend himself with two thousand Men. 
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Captain Pellew retained his ground against this 
immense superiority, dispatching a young officer 
to Captain Harris, to acquaint him with the state 
of affairs. 

Captain Harris ordered his colleague to advance, 
while he moved out of the port and threatened the 
left wing of the enemy, whose force and attention, 
by this judicious manoeuvre, became divided. The 
British heroes made a simultaneous attack, which 
was resisted by the enemy for about five minutes, 
when they gave way and were completely routed. 

- The French Governor was taken prisoner, and the 
Rajah of Sumanap, who was present, was so de-
lighted and awed by the valour of the English, that 
he forbade his subjects to arm any more against 
them. 	The force opposed to the two Captains, 
and their marines and seamen, was such as to give 
us a very contemptible idea of the prowess of our 
enemies ; they had three hundred European infan-
try, sixty artillerymen, and two thousand Madura 
pikemen. 	The fort was a regular fortification, 
mounting sixteen six-pounders. 

Lieutenant Rook, of the royal marines of the 
Sir Francis Drake, was twice speared by the 
native troops, while wresting the colours from the 
hands of a French officer, who was killed in the 
contest. 	The whole island of Madura was imme-
diately subdued, and Captain Harris assured the 
Admiral that every Frenchman and Dutchman 
was made prisoner, and conveyed on board the 
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Sir Francis Drake. The Governor-general returned 
to Calcutta. 	Rear-admiral Stopford having ap- 
pointed John Brenton, Esq. (his secretary) and 
Thomas Wallis, Esq. (purser of the Illustrious) 
agents for the navy, two officers being 'also ap-
pointed by Sir Samuel Achmuty on the part of the 
army, the Rear-admiral gave them charge of the 
property taken, and set sail fOr the Cape of Good 
Hope, leaving Commodore Broughton with the 
temporary command in India, until the arrival of 
Sir Samuel Hood.' The property taken in the island 
of Java, netted to ,the captors nearly £1,000,000. 

- sterling, which was paid to them within the space 
of five years. 
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