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- TO
His HIGHNESS :

Thc PRINCE of BOUILLON

ESCENDANT of a gteat King,

you will find, in the Hiftory of
‘his Life, a pattern of the virtues you
aim at, and of which, at your age,
it is fufficient, perhaps, to have only
a faint idea. Somieskr was a Hero,
before he was a King:  and the he-
_roifm, to which he owed his eleva-
tion, muft animate all who intend to
do great things :

I am not ignorant, my Lord that
your own family can furnith you with
models of every fort;: and that the
blood of the Houfe of Lorrain, which
flows alfo in your veins, was always

A 2 fruit--
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DEDICATION.

" fruitful in Heroes.w;l‘-' would enume-
"rate the Princes of Lorrain and Bou-

illon, who have been the admiration

~ of Europe, if hiftory, and public:mo- -
numents did not proclaim thelr praife.
Yet, without forgetting their glory, fix
your attention upon that of Sobiefki -
and you will learn by what a&tons‘
immortal fame is acquited among all
nations.  You will acquire it yourfelf
by cultivating thequalities with which
‘nature . has endued your mind. To-
admire - great ‘men, and to fludy
their charadters, as you do, is begm—‘

nmg to nmtate them

Iam, W1th grcat refpe&

. Your;nghnefs s moft humblc ’

and moft obedient fervant, -
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THE ‘Hiftory of an hereditary and ab-

folute King does not ordinarily intereft

our attention in ér high a degree, as we na-.
turally with to have it. interefted in reading
the ations of Governors of nations. Toa
King of this fort, whatever be his chara&er,
his people fubmit, as having by birth a right
tocommand them ; and they are not permit-
ted to (hew any marks of their difcerning be-
tween good government and bad. If any con-
vulfions happen, they are generally flight,
and -authority, in the end, fubdues every
thing. ‘This monotony of paflive obedience,
which is beneficial under a good King, but
ruinous under-a bad one, fills the ftage of
hiftory with cold, unanimated performers, who
move and a& under the direGtion of one prin-
cipal altor; and - this principal, a&or, being
equally fpiritlefs as he is void of fear, is him-
felf incapable of interefting us in a lively man-
mer.

But the cafe is not the fame with an
ele&tive King, who is raifed to the throne ei-
ther by his virtues, or by force. If by the for-
mer, it makes a moving fight ; if by the later,
he ftill: engages our attention by furmounting
' 1 . obftacles ;
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PREFACE.

obftacles ; and when he is carried to the fum- .

- it of power, he flands in perpetual nced both

of > prudence and activity to keep his feat.
The King, the law, and the nation, are thres
powers inceflantly endeavouring o weigh
down each otker, and it is difficult to pre-
ferve the ballance between them.  The na-
-tion, under the proteé'tlon of the Law, thinks,
{peaks, and acts with a liberty becoming
reafonable beings. The King, by ecither ob-

ferving or violating the law, is approved or

thwarted, obeyed or difobeyed, and has a
peaceable or difturbed reign. Of this fort is
the Hiftory I now write; which prefents us
with a Polith Noble, the famous Sahcﬁ:,
7ifing to_the fupreme power, .and maintainin

himfelf in it, in times of confufion and dif-

trefs. ‘We fhall fee him a&ing in the Army,
the Senate, and the Diets; and I fhall de-
deribe him with that truth of narration, which
it is 'in vain to look for in the hittory of an

" abfolute Monarch, who governs in the dark,

whereas the head of the republic of Poland acts
always openly. So that an Hiftorian, without

" being reduced to conjeGures, and by this .

mefhs impofing upon poflerity after *having
firft impofed upon himfelf, has nothing to do
but to chufe good memonals, and the two. .
which I have prmcxpally followed, feem to bc :
of this fort, ;

The miljtary part is cbwﬂ taken from the
manufcript of a French Oﬁicer in the Polith
fcrvxcc
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fervice, named Dupon, who being chief en-

[ 4

gincer of the artillery;” and Captain of an in-

dependent company of two hundred dragoons,
attended his Heroin his campaigns..  He re-
lates what he faw with his own eyes ; and be-
ing necither a Pole by birth, nor ‘a fubje& of
the Prince  whofe a&ions he records, he was’
likely to be free botlt from national pre-
jodices,” and that’ blind adoration which' per-
fons frequently pay tb the mafter under whom
The political part, I am indebted for to
the familiar letters of Andrew Chryfofiom Za-
7, a Bifhop, Senator, and Chancellor of
oland : three ‘qualities which placed him

in the very center of bufinefs. His letters

were writ according as events happened,

and intended to be feen neither by the public
nor the Prince, but addrefled to private friends ;
and friendthip knows no language but that of
unreferved franknefs. ' They were put to the
prefs long after the time of their being writ,:

- when Sobiefki was no more, and his family

f}igr not wear the Crown. I findin them nei-
‘beauty of fentiment, nor elegance of ftyle
nor exattnefs of expreffion : all that I foﬁﬁhé
for was truth : and if, with this firm purpofc,
and fuch guides, I 'have neverthelefs gone out

of the way, we may tear all our Hiftories in

picces, g .
© What

" o

W



PREFACE.

What remains to be obfcrved is, that be-
fore I exhibit Sobiefki upon the ftage of Po-

land, I have given a fketch of Poland: itfelf.

Thls labour might well be called fuperfluous,
if that km dom was as well known as. Ges-
many -or the Low-Countries. But without

fuch a fhort defeription, the generality of.
readers would bave had a very - imperfe&

idea of many fa@s- recorded in the Hiftory

o of Sobiefki, which relate to the foil, thc - man- -

ners, and the government of that- country

<" - ER R A T A
Page 19. Line 19. for Palatine, read Palatinate. P.2a. L3

© for pbal, read Sall. P. 29. 1. 5. for dnﬂmy@u, read difmi jé:.

P. 35. L 23. for Pizier, read Vifir.. . ? L 17. fox thei rman-
ners, read their, manners. P, 8g. l 5 fou ¢, read foreign. P. go.
L4 forg/: read of. 'P. 111, ‘“3 for aas, read is. P. 141.
L' 22. for peinted, read and pei P..174.L 2. for forrefs,
sead forefis. P. 182. 1. 1g. for Madmﬁ:, read Mondreofti.
P. 196. |6 for continued, read contained, . P. 198. 1, 16. for

éntertainmentt, read entertainment.. P. 215. 1. 10. for Gulga,’
;ea.d Galga. P, 216.1. 6, for b ediver, x;, read - the ‘diver-

P. 326 L-26. for bus is, read but it is. P. 248, 1. 19,
Ior agbt, read eighth.  P. 264. 1. 34. for cmml read ‘eré2-

ed. P.208.:1 15. for extenfiv cas, read extenfive as. P.332.
Note .. for (a) rcad (6).  P. 3360 L 1. for deffefled, read .

ditefied. P. 363. 1. 16, dele be. P. ; 390. L. 16. for ea, read

an. P. 422.- L 22.-for the Enpmquolml read the' Empire

and Pcland. P. 4.27 L. g. for which much, read wbich was

much, P. 449. 1. 9. for Mildovia, read- Moldavia. P. 475.

L 12. for ewcaltb readémﬁt} P. 484.'1. 29. for bena, read
Bene.. P. 489. L 12. for interefly read interefis,

e ———
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JOHN SOBIESKI

KING OF POLAND.
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"BOOK I
A General Sketch of PoLAND.

EFORE the fixth century after Chrift,
B when the Poles were yet Sarmatians, they

had no Kings, but lived without govern-
ment in mountains and forefts, having no habi-
tations but waggons ; always meditating fome new
invafion; bad troops for foot-fervice, but excel-
lent cavalry (a). It is fomething furptifing, that
a barbarous people, without a leader, and without
laws, fhould ftretch their empire from the Tanais
to the Viftula, and from the Euxine Sea to the
Baltic (4): boundaries prodigioufly diftant from

(a) Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 79.
(¢) Pompon. Mela, de Situ Orbis, lib. i, .

B each
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‘each other, and which they enlarged ftill further
by the acquifition of Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia,
Lufatia, Mifnia, Mecklenburg, Pomerania, and
the Marches of Brandenburg. The Romans, to
whom fo large a part of the world fubmitted, ne-
ver penetrated into Sarmatia.

This hiftorical paradox fhews what can be done
by ftrength of body, a habit of living hardly, a
natural love of liberty, and a favage inftinét, which
fupplies the place of Kings and laws. The Sar-
matians were called "robbers by civilized nations,
who forgot that they themfelves had begun in the
fame manner. '

The Poles, who took this name about the mid-
~ dle of the fixth century, are far from having pre-
ferved entire the inheritance left them by their an-
ceftors. ’Tis a long time fince they loft Silefia,
" Lufatia, great part of Pomerania, Bohemia, and
all that they poffefled in Germany ; and they have
fince loft Livonia, and the vaft plains of the
Ukraine. Many a great empire has, in like man-
ner, funk under its own weight.

About the year 550, Leck formed a defign of
civilizing the Sarmatians, though he was but a
Sarmatian himfelf. He begun with cutting down
trees, and ere¢ting himfelf a dwelling.  Other huts
were foon raifed round this model; the nation,
hitherto erratic, became fixed; and Gnefna, the
firft city of Poland, took the place of a foreft (a).
The Sarmatians feem fcarce to have known what
eagles were, fince we are told, that from their find-
ing feveral nefts of thefe birds in the trees which
were cut down upon this occafion, the eagle came
to be painted upon the Polifh ftandards. - But thefe
fierce birds make their airies only upon the tops
of high rocks, and Gnelna is fituated in a plain.

- (a) Mariin. Cromer. de Orig. Pol. lib.i. c. 14.
Leck
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Leck foon drew the eyes of his equals upon him,
and by difplaying talents fit for government, as
well as a‘tion, he became their mafter, with the -
title of Duke, when he mnght as eaﬁly have’ af-+
fumed that of King,

From the time of this leader, down to the pre-
fent age, Poland has been fucceflively governed by
other Dukes, by Vaivods, now called Palatines, .
by Kings, Queens, and Queen-Regents, with the
intervention of frequent interregna. Thefe laft
have been little better than fo' many times of anar-
chy. The regents have always made Themfelves
hated. The few Queens there have been, “have -
fcarce had time to thew themfelves. The Vaivods
have always been oppreflfors. Among the Dukes
and Kings, there have been fome great Princes ;
the reft have been mere warriors or tyrants. Such
‘will always be the fate, in a great meafure, of
all the nations of the world; becaufe it is not.the .
laws, but men, that govern.

In this long feries of ages, the Poles reckon
four clafles of fovereigns. The heads of the three
fieft races, are Leck, Piaff, 'and Fagellon; the
fourth, which begins with Henry of Valois, forms
a clafs by itfelf, becaufe of the Crown’s pafling
from one famxly to another, without fixing in any.
There are many fingularities in the fucceflion of
thefe four claffes - which are well worth  being
known.

In the year 750, the Poles had not yet examined
the queftion,  whether a woman might govern men. -
It had long before been decided in the Eaft, that
- women were born to obey. Verda however reigned
- in Poland, and reigned with glory. The Polith
hiftorians (4) relate (but are we obliged to believe
them ?) that 2 German Prince named Ririger, won

. (a) Cromer. Dluglofs, Hift.Pol. . i.
B2 by.
.
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by the charms of this unfecling beauty, demanded
her for his wife at the head of an army ; that fhe
offered him battle ; that the German troops refufed
to fight in a love quarrel; thar Ritiger killed him-
felf, and that Venda threw herfelf into the Viitula,
that fhe might no more dilturb the peace of her -
fubjects. VWhatever becomes of the truth of this
ftory, it is certain, that fhe would have done them
greater fervice by continuing to govern them well.
From this time, the Salick law, or rather cuf-
tom, of France, was adopted in Poland ; for the

~ two Queens that reigned there afterwards, Hed-

wigia in 1382, and Anne Jagellon in 1575, were
advaaced to the throne only by accepting the huf-
bands which were appointed to fupport them in fo

~ exalted a flation.  Aonne Jagellon was fixty years

old when fhe was elected, but Stepben Batiori, who
married her to get the Crown, thought that a
Queen was always young.

* In former ages, other ways had been laid

open to arrive at royalty. In 804, the Poles,
being embarafled about the choice of a Gover-
nor, offered their Crown as a prize to the beft
runnér; a practice antiently known in Greece,
and which did not appear- to. them more fingular
than to annex the Crown to birth. It was won
by an oblcure youth, who took the name of .
Lefko 1. The annals of that age fay, that he re-
tained, under the royal purple, the modefly and
gentlenefls of his former fortune, and was fierce and
andacious only when he (4) took the field againlt
the enemies of the State.

Almoft all the Poles maintain that their Crown
has always been elettive; but they are little in-
terefted in the decifion of this queftion, becaufe
they enjoy the thing contended for. If it was

(a) Kadlubek. Hit. Fol. lib. i. epift. 4.
v : : 2 to
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to be decided, by a feries of .falts for fix or
feven centuries, it would be given againft them,
fince it .can be fhewn, that, under. the two firft
claffis, the Crown conftantly pafied from fathers
to children, except in cafes of the entire extinc-
tion of the reigning family.  If the Poles had at
this time a power. of. chufing their Princes, would
they haye eleted children, whofe riper years rmght
prove a curfe as eafily as g blefiing to their fubjects ?
It was much more natural to chufe perfons of ex-
perienced wifdom from the body of the Palatines.
Would they have gone and taken a monk eut of a
cloy:ier to fet him upon the throne, merely becaufe
he was of the blood of Pia? And yet this was
the cale of Cafiruir 1. the fon of a detefted father

Mieciflaw 11. and of a mother ftill .more execrable,
Bemg lefta widow, and Regent of the kingdom, fhe
fled into France with her fon. The Polith am-
baffadors, who came, - five years after, to offer him
the Crown, found him in 'the habit.of a monk in
the abbey of Clugny, where he had taken the vews,
and was in deacon’s orders (). The ambafladors
hefitated a little at this fight; they apprchended
that his mind might be debafed by lying in afhes,
and wearing a hair-fhirt; but reflecting that he was
of the blood royal, and "that any ng was - better
than the interregnum which defolated the kingdom,
thcy executed their commiffion. One obﬁacle was
ftill in the way ; . Calimir was bound by his vows,
and the haly orders he had taken ; but Pope Cle-
ment 1. removed this difficulty, and the monk “be-
- came aKing.

It was not till the end of the fecond clafs, (an z-xa
which fhall be taken notice of hereafter) that heredi-
tary right was abolifhed to make way for eletion,

The form of government 'has alfo had its revo-
~lutions, In the time of Leck it was abfolute, per-

(a) Dlugloﬁ p: 208.
B3 haps
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_ haps too much fo; but the nation afterwards fele

its own ftrength, fhook off the yoke of a fingle go-
vernor, and divided the authority between twelve
Vervods or Generals, with a view to weaken it. But
thefc Vaivods, who were exalted upon the ruins of
one throne, colletted its fhattered fragments, and
formed'them into twelve, which by their mutual
collifions, fhook the very foundations of the ftate.
The whole was now a fcene of rebellion, fattion,
oppreffion, and violence. The nation, amidft thefe
dreadful agitations, regretted the government of a
fingle pcrgn, without duly refleéting on what they
had fuffered by it : but the more prudent part fought
after a man fit to govern a free people, and to re-
firain licentioufnefs without encroaching upon liber-
ty. Such a one was at length found in the perfon of
Cracus, who gave his name to the city ot Cracow,

~which he founded in the beginning of the feventh
_century ().

The extinétion of his pofterity after the firft ge-
neration, put the fceptre again into the hands of the
nation, who not knowing where to beftow it, had
again recourfe to the Vaivods, who had been fo

lately profcribed. Thefe laft compleated the dif-

orders introduced by the firft, and the effe&t of
this ill-formed ariftecracy, was nothing but weak-

-nefs and confufion, The Hungarians, who had

long been under apprehenfions from Poland, now

--réfolved upon its deftrution, and fpread terror on

all fides by a fudden invafion. The Poles affem-

. bled,. but could come to no refolution. The chiefs

of the nation were hated and defpifed, the foldi-

ers had no confidence in them, and the people was
- plunged in defpair. In the midft of this confu-

fion, an obfcure man, of no credit, conceived a
thought for faving his country ; and drew the Hun-

(e) Dluglofs. Hift. Pol. Iib. i. p. 50.
' garians
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gerians into a narrow pafs, where the greateft part

of them was cut off. - Przemiflas (that was his name),

became in one day the idol of his countrymen :
and that wild people, which had as yet no idea of
any other title to the Crown but virtue, placed it

upon the head of their deliverer, who wore it with vy, ¢,
equal glory and fuccefs, by the name of Lef-tury.

ko 1. (a).. ‘ :

This reftoration of abfolute power did not laft
long without a freth concuflion. Popiel II. the
fourth Duke from Przemiflas, defervedly drew up-
on himfelf, by his crimes, the fcandal of being the
laft Prince of his family. He abandoned himfelf,
without the leaft remorfe, to a life of floth, to the

- moft brutal debauchery, to treachery, cruelty, and

poifoning ; and his wife was fill more deteftable
than himfelf (2). ,

This Prince leaving no children, an interregnum,
or rather the moft ruinous anarchy, fucceeded. The
baftards of the Ducal family on one fide, and the
twelve Palatines on the other, were employed in
rending out of each other’s hands the reins of go-
vernment (¢); and thefe two principal -fattions en-
gendered a hundred more. Every individual flew
to arms, and right was made to confift in force
only, courage in brutal fury, and fafety in mur-
der ; till the nation, weary of tearing itfelf in pieces,
(a thing which it had not done in a more uncivi-
lized ftate) faw the neceflity of taking fpeedy re-

~ fuge under the government of a fingle perfon. The

candidates met at Crufwick, a village in Cujavia;
where an inhabitant of that country received them
in his ruftic cott, entertained them with a frugal
repaft, and difplayed a found judgment, an honeft
and humane heart, abilities fuperior to his condi-

() Dluglofs. Hift. Pol. lib.i. p. 61.
(%) Cromer. p. 38, (¢) 1d. lib. ii. p. 39.

B4 tion,
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“tion, a refolute mind, and a love for his country,

which thefe madmen did not feel in their own

‘breafts. Ambitious men, who themfeclves defpair

of governing, chufe rather to fubmit to a third
perfon, who has not entered into the competition,
than toobey a rival. In the prefent cafe, they de-
termined in favour of virtue; and by this means,
repaired in fome meafure, the mifchiefs they had oc-
cafioned - by their contefts for the throne. Pigf
therefore was chofen King. .The Polith. hiftorians
will have it, that two angels were concerned in this
event, though Poland had not at that time em-
braced Chriftianity. What they relate of -the
goodf' government of Piaft, is fupported by better

roofs. M
? The Princes of his family, who fuccecded one
another, continually encreafed their authority, which
even feemed to be more abfolute than'ever under Bo-
leflas I, Till his time, the fovereigns of Poland
had only the title of Duke. Two powers, the Em-
peror and the Pope, were then contending for the

right of making Kings. If either of them had fuch.

a privilege, the Emperor’s claim fecms the faireft.
The " diploma of royalty was ufually purchafcd of
him; and this cuftom has fubfifted a long time, as

.a fort of homage paid to the ancient grandeur of the

Roman Empire. But if we confider that nations

are independent of each other, they themfelves only

have a right to give titles to their chiefs. The

.Pope mifcarried in his pretenfions; and it was the
“Emperor Otho 1II. who, refpeéting the virtues of
‘Boleflas, invefted him with the regal dignity, in
_his paflfage through Poland (2). One would fcarce

imagine, that, with this inftrument of defpotifm,
the firft King of Polani laid the foundations .of a

republic, This hero, after haVing penetrated into

(2) Cromer. p. 53. :
. the
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the heart of the empire, and extended his conquefls
as far as the confluence of the Elbe and the Sala,
where he ereGted three columns as monuments of his
glory, after having tv.ice fubdued Ruffia, begun
at laft to think ferioufly ; and "confidering on one
fide, that his enemies "were {ubdued, and on the
other, his fubjets exhaufted and ruined, and their
wounds ftill bleeding, had the humanity to weep
over his vittories.. ' Hitherto he had reigned with-
out a council; but he now created one, confifting
of twelve perfons of diftinguithed merit (2).
The nation, which had hitherto obeyed* impli-
citly, now turning its eyes towards liberty, difco-
vered with pleafure the firft image of it; for this
council might in time becomie a {enate. We have
feen, that the Poles had long ago abolithed monar-
chy to make way for twelve Vaivods; and this
tranfient idea of- a republic had ‘never been entirely
effaced. Though the Polith Kings; after the refto-
ration of the old conftitution, had regularly fuc-
ceeded' one another by hereditary right, yet there
ftill remained a perfuafion, that there were circum-
ftances in which the nation might refume the crown :
and it exerted this right by depofing -Mieciflaw III. x11. cea-
a cruel, knavith, avaricious Prince, and an inven- t7-
tor of new impofitions tpon the people. Inftances
of this fort were repeated more than once. - Uladiflas x111. cens
Lafkonogi, and Uladiflas Loketek, were forced to quit -
the throne ; ‘and Cafimir IV. would have had the
fame fate, if he had not thought proper to change
his condut upon-the remonftrances of his fubjeéts.
It muft be owned, however, to the honour of
the Poles, that they have fcarce ever attempted to
depofe any of their kings, but fuch as werc incapa-
ble of wearing the crown, or wore it only to op-
prefs their fubjects ; and that to deliver themfelves

{a) Cromer. p.64. ‘
- they
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they have never fhed any royal blood, not even
that of Boleflas IL. - This tyrant, after the taking
of Kiovia (2), fituated upon the weftern bank of

. the Boryfthenes, forgot his labours and his glory in

the arms of 'the Ruffian women, and the army fol-
lowed his example. As foon as the news reached
Poland, the Polith- women, who had not feen their
hufbands for eight years, married their flaves, The
hufbands, upon this intelligence, without afking
leave to be abfent, (for they did not hope to obtain
it) returned home. The flaves had recourfe to
flight, and the women to tears. The hufbands for-
gave the fault, becadfe there was a neceflity either

of punifhing, or of forgiving them all. The King

did not fhew the fame indulgence, . but provoked by
the defertion of his army, and forced to return to
his dominions fooner than he intended, he returned
with a rod of iron. He forced from the women
the wretched produce of their proftitution, in order
to be expofed in the fields ; and by a ridiculous abufe
of the fovereign power, forbad them to appear any
where without a dog hanging at their breafts (4).
After this, he let loofe his vengeance upon tbe huf-
bands, who had left their colouss ; confifcated the
goods of the richer fort, and put the reft to death in_
frightful dungeons, or by ignominious public exe-
cutions : he even abandoned himfelf to the moft ex-
travagant debauchery, forgetting that it was the
crime he punithed; and filled up the meafure of
his iniquities by affaflinating with his ewn hand
Staniflas, bithop of Cracow, art the altar. At laft,

{a) This city, which belongs once more to the Mufcovites,
was at that time very populous and flourithing ; but is now poar,
and fcarce contains between five and fix thoufand idhabitants.
Whenever a Prince difcovers fuch alterations for the worfe in his
dominions, he ought to enquire into their caufes, and prevent
the fame ruin from extending, as it may eafily do, to other cities.

(%) Paftor ab Hirtemberg, p. 43. '

the
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the patience of his fubjects was exhaufted, but they
contented themfelves with banithing him.

A nation which has proceeded fo far as to depofe
its kings, has nothing to do but to chufe its mate-
rials for erecting the edifice of liberty, and time will
do the reft. The prefent conjuncture was favour-
able enough for fuch an undertaking, there being

fcarce any abfolute fovereigns in Europe. The

nobles in France, - England, Sweden, Denmark,
Italy, and Sicily, confined the authority of their
princes within very narrow limits. ‘The Spaniards
have not to this day forgot the ancient form of in-

augurating their kings. ¢ We, who are as good .

< as you, make you our King, upon condition that
“ you will obferve our laws; otherwife,. not.”
The Poles too had laid fome reftraints upon the re-
gal power; but this power being always ready to
overleap its bounds, they ftill thought it too exten-
five; for their kings made war and peace at their
own pleafure. o

In the fourteenth century, Cafimir the Great,
being impatient to put an end to a long war, made
atreaty of peace, which the enemy required to be
ratified by all the eftates of the realm. Being af-_
fembled for this purpofe, they refufed their concur-
rence 3 and from this time were convinced, that it

‘was not impoffible to eftablith .2 republic, and at

the fame time keep a king (a).
- The foundations of this conftitution were laid

‘even before the death of Cafimir, who having no

fon, propofed his nephew, Lewis, King of Hun-
%ary, for his fucceffor. The Poles gave their con-
ent, but it was upon fuch conditions as laid heavy

fetters upon abfolute power. They had attempted -

more than once to leflen ‘it by rebellion, but they
now attacked it by treaty. Their new ruler ex-

(a) Dluglofs. p. 1038,
: empted
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empted them from all contributions, and gave up
an eftablithed cuftom, by which the nation defrayed
the charges of the court in all journies. He enga-
ged alfo to repay his fubjects all the expences he
was forced to be at, and even all the damages they
fhould fuftain in any war which he undertook againft’
the neighbouring powers (2). No conditions are
thought burdenfome, when a crown is to be obtained.
~ Upon thefe terms, Lewis gained his point ; and
his fubjets farther obtained, that public offices and
employments fhould be given for life ; thatall ftran-
gers fhould be excluded from them; and that the

.government of forts and caftles thould be no longer

conferred upon fuch nobles as were fupcrior to the
reft of that body, and had too much influence in
the kingdom by means of their birth (). Lewis,
who poflefled two kingdoms, chofe rather to refide
in Hungary, where he commanded with abfolute
fway, than in Poland, where his fubjelts were em-
ployed in making laws ; and fent the Duke of Op-

‘pelen thither to govern in his name. The Poles
refented this appointment of a foreign governor as

" an affront to their nation, which implied that it had

“no ftatefmen of its own ; and the ftorm was increa-
fing every moment, when the King thought fit to
diffipate it, by recalling the Duke, and fubftituting

“in his room, with very extenflive powers, three Po-
-Jith nobles, who were greatly. in favour with the
“people (¢).  The new regents made their court to

the multitude by a foft and infinvating behaviour,
and talked much of laws and liberty, and the necef-

ity of a counterbalance to the fovereign power.

Lewis died without being much regretted, though

he really deferved to be fo; and his death, which

gave new vigour to the republican government,
. LR .. gt

(2) Dluglofs. p. 1102,
" (b) Sarnic. p. 1139,
* (¢) Dluglofs. p. 49.
' opened
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opened alfo a profpe&t of farther acquifitions. In
the latter part of his life, when he had no hopes of
begetting an heir to the throne, he pitched upon
his fon-1n-law Sigifmund to fucceed him, with the
approtation of the Poles, which he purchafed by
ceding to them frefh Privileges (a).

But the Poles were not contented with having in

fome meafure difpofed’of the Crown, by their con- -

fent’s being afked ; they were refolved to ftrike a
decifive blow, by abolithing the fucceflion. If ei-
ther of Lewis’s two daughters had a right to the
Crown, it was undoubtedly his eldeft, the Princefs
Mary, wife to Sigifmund ; they therefore rejected
both her and ber hufband, and gave the Crown to
Hedwigia, the youngeft; upon condition that fhe
would take no hufband but of their appointing,
Among the competitors that appeared on this
occafion, Fagellon difplayed the luftre of the Crown
of Lithuania, which he promifed to incorporate
with that of Poland. This offer was certainly con-
fiderable ; but it would have been nothing, if he

had not fubfcribed to the republican form of govern-

ment. Upon this condition he married Hedwigia,
and was declared King.

A republic. was now eftablithed, compofed of
three eftates ; the King, the Senate, and the Equef-
trian order.” The King’s portion was majefty ;
power fell to the fenate, and liberty was the thare
of the Equeftrian order ; an order including all the
reft of the nobility, and which foon fet up tribunes,

by the name of Deputies. Thefe deputies reprefent

the whole Equeftrian order in the general affemblies

of the nation, called diets, and put a ftop to all pro- -

ceedings there, whenever they pleafe, by their right
of Veto. The commonwealth of Rome-had no

King, but the Plebeians were reckoned as one of its |

(a) Orichov. Ansgal. p. 6.
: three
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three orders : they had a fhare of the fovereign
power in common with the fenate and the knights,
and there never was a greater or more virtuous
people.  Their confuls at home, and their ambaf-
fadors abroad, talked in a ftrain of affurance of the
imajefty of the Roman pesple. Poland, attuated by
different principles, has placed its people upon a le-
vel with the cattle that till the ground. The fe-
nate, which holds the balance between the King
and liberty, can look without emotion upon the
flavery of five or fix millions of men, who were
much happier of old when they were Sarmatians.
. It was in this fame century, that four peafants,
Meletald, Stauffacher, Waltberfurff, and William
Tell, delivered their country from the yoke of the
houfe of Auftria; but among the Swifs, every in-
dividual was free, and had a fhare in making laws;"
and it is certainly good policy to intereft all the
- members of the community in the promotion of the
public good. \

While the commonwealth of Poland was yet in
its infancy, Jagellon feemed to forget wpon what
conditions he reigned. An edict iffied by the King
was found contrary to the oath he had taken, and
the new republicans hewed it in pieces with their
fabres before his face (a).

- Before the revolution, . the Kings of Poland de-

‘termined concerning peace and war, made laws,

changed eftablifhed cuftoms, repealed old conftitu-

" tions, and difpofed of ‘the public treafure ; but:all

thefe privileges . were now transferred to the no-

bility, and the Kings were forced to learn the art

XVLcene of bearing contradiction.. But the reign - of Sigif-

1 "% mond Augultus, was the zra when the republican
- . pride difplayed itielf..in the haughticft manner.

(a) Okolki, tcm. 1. p. 5:4q.

" This
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This Prince, confulting rather his own inclina-
tions, than the interefts of Poland, had married,
without the confent of the fenate, a young widow,
daughter of George Radziwil, Caftellan of Wilna.
This ftep occafioned univerfal difcontent, which
fhewed itfelf on feveral occafions, but more particu-
larly in a diet held at Petrikow, where the King
was prefent. . The Equeftrian order, the Senators,
all cried out, ¢ That the King was the man of the
‘“ nation, and ought not to. marry but for the na-
¢ tion’s intereft. What are the advantages, added
¢ they, which we can promife ourfelves from this
 union ? If we permit it, we fhall perhaps fee our
* Kings, guided only by blind paffion, ally them-
< felves to families unworthy of the throne, or per-
“ nicious to our happinefs (2).” ’

The whole diet was for having the King himfelf
lenda hand to break the connexion which he had
formed ; but his inclination, and his judgment equal-
ly oppofed this meafure, and he ftood up in his turn
to juftify what he had done, This brought on fe-

. veral warm' replies, which the King, no.longer
able to contain his indignation, roughly interrupted
" by commanding fubmiffion and filence. A fhort
“ filence enfued, becaufe the firft. prerogative of regal
dignity is to imprefs awe and reverence. While
- they were looking at each other, the youngeft Se-
navor in the aflembly, Rapbael Lefczinfki, a name
refpectable in Poland, Lorrain,: and France, a fa-
mily which has produced more than one great foul,
-Lefczinfki arofe, and addreffing himfelf to the King,
aftked him, ¢ If he had forgot who they were that
“*« e prefumed to give commands to: we are Poles,
¢ added he, and you muft be told, if you know
¢ it not already, that the Poles pride themfelves as
“ much upon humbling the haughtinefs of Kings

(a) Stanifl. Orichov. p. 1486.

¢ who
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« who defpife the laws, as upon honouring thofe
¢ that refpe@ them. Beware of fetting us free
¢ from our oaths, by violating your own. The
«¢ King, your father, lilened to our counfels ;
¢« and it is our bufinefs to take care that you fhall,
¢¢ for the future, be guided by the fentiments of

¢ a republic, of which you feem not to know that -

‘¢ you are only the firft citizen (2).”
This fpeech, and the reft, which are recorded in

the fequel of this Hiftory, are not mere ornaments

invented to embellith the narration. If a writer
fhould give us the opinions of Minifters, as deli-

vered in the inacceffible cabinets of abfolute Mo- -

narchs, we fhould have a right to afk him, how
he got atthem ?  And the more there was in them
of that nervous eloquence, which is the child of li-
berty alone, the greater reafon there would be to
queftion their authenticity. But in a republican
council, every thing is fpoke in the prefence of the
whole nation, and even under its protection ; and
picces of {pirit are generally ‘preferved.

Sigifmund Auguftus dying without children, the
Poles took this opportunity of guarding their li-

berty with new bulwarks. They examined into

their old laws, limited many, extended fome, and
abolifhed others ; and after many debates, it was
agreed that the Kings elefted by the nation fhould
make no attempts to get their fucceffors appointed 3
that they fhould not fo much as propofe any one
to the State for this purpofe, and confequently

thould never affume the title of beirs of the kingdom 3
that they fhould always have about them fixteen .

perfons by way of council, without whofe concur-
rence they fhould neither receive foreign minifters,
nor fend any to other Princes ; that they fhould not
levy new troops, nor order the nobility on horfe-

(@) Staniil. Orichov. p. 1492.
. back,
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back without the confent of all the Orders of the
Republic ; that they fhould admit no foreigners in-
to the Council of the Nation, nor confer upon them
any office, dignity, or flarofty; and laftly, that they
thould not marry, without having firft obtained the
permiffion of the Senate and equeftrian order (4).

The whole interregnum was fpent in contriving
how to guard againft what was called tbe encroach-
ments of the Throne s it is not a Maflter, faid they,
that we want ; ’tis only a Chief. All the expref-
fions which were anciently made ufe of to defcribe
the regal power, fuch as, the will of the King con-
Situtes the Law, the King muft be obeyed implicitely
like God, King by the Grace of God, and others of
this kind, - were exterminated out of the public
language : there were fome who went ftill farther,
and afferted that a, free People wanted no King at
all, o

This Republican language became henceforward
‘the prevailing ftile in all Affemblies of State. Henry
of Valois was fhocked at it upon his arrival in -Po-
land, and at his coronation. = The Proteftant reli- yesr g7,
gion had got footing in the kingdom under Sigif-
mund I. and it’s progrefs increafed in proportion to
the violence that was exercifed againft it. When
Henry arrived at Cracow, it was known that his,
brother, Charles IX. had maffacred one part of his
fubjets, in order to _convert the other: and it was
feared that a Prince, who had been educated in a
bigotted and perfecuting.court, would import that
fpirit with him. It was refolved therefore to oblige
him to fwear to eertain articles which he had alrea-
dy fworn to'in France before the Ambaffadors of
the Republic, particularly the article of toleration
which he had {worn to in very vague and equivo-
cal terms. There were:two parties formed upon .

(4) And. Max. Fredro. pag. 81«
C thig
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this occafion, the moft numerous of which looked
upon the fecond oath that was. required of him as
fuperfluous. Every thing was ready for the coro-
nation, and the Primate ‘was ofgoing to begin the
ceremony, when the Palatine of Cracow put a ftop
to all proceeedings by the following difcourfe, ad-
drefied to his own Faction. ¢ Vain then, it feems,
¢ is the opinion with which you and I have flatter-
¢¢ ed ourfelves, of our being hitherto a free people.
¢¢ Qur privileges are openly made a fport of ; and
¢ almoft all our citizens condemn themfelves to
s¢ eternal flavery, by their infamous and traiterous
s¢ filence. Let them, if they like it, ftoop under
s¢ the yoke of fervitude, unworthy as they are to

‘¢ enjoy liberty. But let us, my brethren, who

s¢ have both our laws and religion to defend, fhew
¢¢ by our refolution, or by our death, in what man-
¢ ner tyranny is to be oppofed. You undoubtedly
¢¢ recolle&t, continued he, the unanimous refolu-
¢ tions of the whole nation, and the equitable
¢ conditions it was thought proper to infift on.
¢ And can you think that they ought to be forgot
¢ by us, becaufe the King difclaims and, rejets
¢ them ? What a difgrace and fcandal will it be to
< us, if we delay any longer to make him perform
¢ his promifes? As for myfclf, added he, I will
¢ fuffer it to be deferred no longer. He fhall im-
¢ mediately accept the terms he has acceded to,
¢¢ and fwear once more to obferve them; or from
¢ this inftant, Iproteft againft his coronation (a).”*
Had it net been for the eloquent Pibrac, it is un- .
certain whether his Coronation would have taken

' ‘place or not; it was however performed, without

his repeating the oath; but a few months after,
Offolinfki, Caftellan of Sendomir, was deputed,
with five others, to notify to Henry his approach- .

{a) Hiflory of the Diets of Poland, pag.‘ (18

ing
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Iiig depofition, if he did not more puhtually dif-
charge the duties of the Throne (2). Soon after,
- his precipitate flight put an end to the complaints

of the nation and to his reign together.

To thefe fpirited dttacks, made at different times, .

it is owing that Poland has retained royalty with-
out fearing its Kings. A King of Poland, at his
very Coronation, and when he {wears to the Pafia
Conventa, abfolves his fubje@s from their odth of
allegianice, in cafe he violates the laws of the Re-
public. . .

The legiflative power® belongs effentially to the
Diet, which the lgi(:ig is obliged to call together
every two years, and in cafe of his failure, the Re-
public has a right to affemble by its own aatho-
rity : a regulation wifely contrived, and which might
perhiaps be advantageoufly adopted by the great Re-
public of Chriftendom. The little Diets or Die-
“tines of every Palatine precede the great onej and
in thefe they prepare the matters that are to be dif*
tufled in the General Affembly; and elect the Re-
prefentatives of the Equeftrian order, out of which
is compofed the Chamber of Deputies. Theé per-
fons of thefe Deputies or Tribunes is fo facted, that
in the reign of Auguftus II. @ Saxon colonel hav-
ing given one of them a flight wound in revengé
for an infult that he had received from him, was
condemned to death and executed; notwithftanding
_all the protection the King could give him. The
only favour he could obtain was to be fhot to

death; inftead of dying by the hands of an éxecus

tioner.

The old caftle of Warfaw, in which the Kings
of Poland formerly refided, is the place where the
Diet meets. In order to form anidea of the fe-
nate, which is the foul of this body, we muft caft

(a) Reinh. Heidenft. p. 67. K
Ca2 our
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our eyes upon the Bifhops, Palatines, and Caftel-

lans. The two latter of thefe dignities are lefs .

known than the former. A Palatine is the chief of

.the Nobility within his own Palatinate; prefides at -
all their affemblies, leads them to the field of elec-
tion when a King is to be chofe, and to the field
of battle, when the Pofpolite or Arriere-Ban (a) is af-
fembled. He has alfo a right to fix the price of
commodities, and to regulate weights and meafures :
in fhort, he is a governor of a Province. A Caf-
tellan enjoys the fame privileges within his own
diftrit, which always makes part of a Palatinate ;
he reprefents the Palatine in his abfence. The
Caftellans were formerly governors of the ftrong
caftles and royal cities ; but thefe governments are
~ now in the hands of the Stargfts, who alfo agdminifter
juftice either in their own Perfons, or by their de-
puties. One admirable inftitution is a regifter lodg-
ed in the hands of the Starofts, containing an ac-
count of all the eftates in the diftri&t, whether free
or mortgaged ; and by this means, a purchafer is
fure of having a good title.
The Staroft of Samogitia is the only one who has
a feat in the Senate ; but there are in it two Arch-
bithops, fifteen Bifhops, thirty three Palatines, and
;ighty five Caftellans, in all a hundred and thirty
1X. ‘

The minifters of ftate have a feat in the Senate,
without being Senators : they are in number ten,
two of each denomination, by reafon of the union
of the two States. .

The Grand- marfhal of the Crown,
The Grand-marfhal of Lithuania.

(a) -Arriere Ban, in the French cuftoms, is a general pro-
clamation, whereby the King fummons to the war all that hold
of him ; both his Vaffals, i. e. the Nobleffe, and the Vaffals of
his Vaflals.  Chambers’s Di&ion.

It fignifies alfo the perfons thus affembled. ‘
- | . The
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The Grand. chancellor of the Crown.
The Grand-chancellor of Lithuania,
The Vice-chancellor of the Crown.
The Vice-chancellor of Lithuania.
The Grand-treafurer of the Crown.
‘The Grand-treafurer of Lithuania.
The Marfhal of the Court of Poland.
~ The Marfhal of the Court of Lithuania.

The Grand-marfhal is the third perfon in the
Kingdom, having only the King and the: Primate
above him. As mafter of the Palace, he appoints
ambafladors their days of audience; and exercifes
an almoft abfolute authority in the Court, and for
three leagues round it. He provides for the fafety
of the King’s perfon, and the prefervation of the
public peace: he takes cognizance of all crimes
within his Diftri¢t, and judges without appeal, nor
can his fentences be reverfed but by the whole bo-
dy of the Nation. °’Tis alfo his bufinefs to aflem-
ble the Senate, and to keep in order thofe who
would difturb it ; for which purpofes he has always
a body of troops at his command. .

The Marfhal of the Court can exercife no jurif-
diction but in the abfence of the Grand-marfhal.

The Grand-chancellor is keeper of the Great
Seal, as the Vice-chancellor is of the Privy Seal.
One of them is always a Bithop, with a jurifdic-
tion in ecclefiaftical matters ; and all anfwers given
in the King’s name upon public occafions, muft be
given by one of thefe two officers, either in Polifth
or Latin, as the occafion requires. It is fomething
fingular, that the language of the Romans, who
never got footing in Poland, fhould at this time be
fo commonly fpoke in that kingdom; for every
one, down to the very fervants, fpeaks Latin.

The Grand-treafurer is entrufted with the revenues
of the Republic : the Poles being very careful not to
leave this money, which was called by the Romans

' ) C3 - ' the
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Treafure of the People, &Erarium Populi, at the dif-
pofal of the King. A vote of the whole Nation,
or at lealt a S:natus-confultum, dire&ts how it fhal
be employed ; and the Grand-treafurer is account-
able to the Nation only.

There is very little refemblance between thefe
minifters and thofe of other courts. They are ap-
pointed indeed by the King, but the Republic only -
can turn them out. Neverthelefs, as they are con-
nefted with the Crown, which is the fource of all
favours, and ds they are men, the Republic has not
thought fit to allow them a deliberative vote in the
Senate. : .

The title given to the Senators is that of Excel-
Ience 5 they claim alfo that of my Lord; and it is
given them by their fervants, their flaves, and the
poor nobility.

The firt man in the Semate is the Arch-bifhop
of Gnefna, who is alfo called the Great Arch-bi-
fhop, but more commonly the Primate. This dig-
nity was formerly accompanied with great power,
and great abufes of power, all over Europe, It
was a Primate of Sweden, the Arch-bifhop of Up-
fal, who caufed the whole Senate of Stockholm to
be maffacred at an entertainment, upon a pretence
that they were excommunicated by the Pope ; which

~ made the Swedes refolve to have nothing more to do

with either Primate or Pope. It was a Primate of
England, Arch-bifhop Cranmer, who by annulling

“ the marriage between Henry VIIL and Catharine

of Arragon, broke off, in concert with his mafter,
all connections between Rome and England. One
of the grearteft obftacles that the Czar Peter had to
encounter in the execution of his great defigns,
was the enormous power of the Patriarch or Pri- -
mate ; he therefore abolithed the office.  In France,
this dignity is divided among feveral perfons, whq
are always contefting it with one another, and there-

‘ ' fore
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" fore its power is diminifhed. In Poland it fubfifts.
to this hour in all its ftrength.

The Primate, by virtue of his office, is Legate
of the Holy See, and cenfor of the Kings of Po-
land : he is himfelf in fome meafure a King in eve-
ry vacancy of the Throne, during which %lc takes
the name of Imterrex: and the honours he receives
are proportioned to the dignity of his ftation.
Whenever he goes to the King, he is efcorted thi-
ther with great ceremony, and the King advances
to receive him. He has a Marfhal and a Chancel- |
lor, like the King, a numerous guard of horfe,
with a kettle-drummer and trumpeters, who play
while he is at table, and found the morning and
evening march in his palace. He has the titles of
Highnefs and Prince ; but among all the great pri-
vileges of his office, the moft ufeful to the ftate is
the Cenforfhip, which he never exercifes but with
applaufe. If the King governsill, the Primate has
a right to make all proper remonftrances to him in.
private. If the King perfifts in his bad meafures,
’tis in full fenate or in the diet that the Primate arms
himfelf with all the power of the laws to reclaim
him; and the mifchief is generally put a ftop to.
But if the King fhould prove more powerful than
the laws (a thing which is extremely difficult in Po-
land) the thread of oppreffion is infallibly broke at
his death, without paffing into the hands of his fuc-
ceffor; for an interregnum always takes care to
cut it.

When the Diet is not fitting, the {prings of go-
vernment are kept in motion by the Senate, under
the infpetion of the King; but the King can nei-
ther by authority nor violence over-rule their fuffra-
ges.  The liberty they poflefs is vifible even in their
outward forms; for the Senators are feated in arm--
chairs, and as foon as the King is covéred, they
follow his example. However, the decrees of the

Cs Senate’
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Senate, when the Diet is not fitting, are only pro-
vifional : but when the Diet is aflembled, the Se-
nate, together with the King and the Chamber of
Deputlcs, has a legiflative power.

"This Chamber of Deputies would exactly refem-
ble the Houfe of Commons in England, if, inftead
of reprefenting the noblllty, it reprefented the body
of the people. At its head is placed an officer of
great weight, but whofe poft is only temporary.
He has commonly great influence in the refoluti-
ons of the houfe ; which it is his bufinefs to carry
up to the Senate, and bring back thofe of the Se-
nators. He is called Mar/bal of the Diet, or Mar-
Shal of the Deputies. His importance at Warfaw
is greater than that of the fpeaker of the Houfe of
Commons at London, and equal to that of a Tri-
bune of the people at Rome; and as a Patrician at
Rome could not be a Tribune, fo this Tribune of
the Tribunes muft be chofe out of the Equeftrian
order, and not out of the Senate. ‘

When the Diet is aflembled, all the doors are
left open to every one, becaufe it meets to deliber-
ate upon the public good. - Perfons, who go there
out of mere curiofity, are ftruck with the grandeur
of the fpetacle. The King feated on an elevated
throne, the fteps of which are decorated with the
great officers of the crown: the Primate almoft
vying in magnificence with the King : the Senators
forming two venerable rows ; the Minifters of State

over againft the King: the Deputies, more numer-.

eus than the Senators, difpofed round about them,
and all ftanding : the foreign Ambafladors and the
Pope’s Nuncio have alfo a place allotted them, but
the Diet may make them retxrc, whcncver it thinks
proper.

The firft thing done in a diet, is always to read
the Pai?a Conventa, containing the obligations which
t;hc King has entered into with his people and if he

has
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has failed in any particular, every member of the

affembly has a right to infift upon its béing better ob-

ferved for the futare.

In the other fittings, which are of {ix weeks conti-
nuance, the ufual duration of a diet, are fettled all the
concerns of the nation; fuch as, the nomination to
vacant dignities, the difpofal of the crownlands to
fuch as have ferved long in. the army with diftinc-
tion, the pafling the grand-treafurer’s accompts, the
diminution or augmentation of taxes as circumftances
require, the negotiations with which the ambaffadors
of the republic have been entrufted, and the manner
in which they have executed their commiffions; the
alliances to be formed or broke, the making of
peace and war, the abrogating or paffing laws, the
ftrengthening of public liberty, and, in fhort, every
thing that concerns the nation. '

The laft five days, called the great days, are fet
apart for uniting all the votes. Every decree, to
have the force of a law, muft be ratified by the un-
animous confent of all the three orders; the oppofi-
tion of a fingle deputy undoes every thing.

This privilege of the deputies is a ftriking inftance

of the revolutions of the human mind, There was
no fuch privilege exifting in the year 1652, when
Sicinki, deputy of Upita, firft made ufe of it.- His
claim was univerfally oppofed, fay the hiftorians of
that time; he was loaded with curfes, and efcaped
the fabres of his countrymen, to die, as the report
goes, by a flath of lightning that fame year. At
prefent, this very privilege is confidered as the moft
facred inftitution in the commonwealth ; and a fure
way of being torn in pieces would be to propofe it’s
abolition.

There is no poffibility of denying, that, if it fome- |

times does good, it does upon the whole much more
mifchief. A fingle” deputy may, not only annul a
good decree, but if he has a quarrel with all, 1he

, ’ ~ has
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has nothing to do but to make a proteft and leave
the affembly, and the diet is inftantly diffolved. It
fometimes happens, that they do not wait till a
diet is formed, before they meditate it’s diffolu-
tion. The moft frivolous pretence becomes fre-
quently a formidable weapon. In 1752, the depu-
ties of the Palatinate of Kiovia, were ordered by
their conftituents to require of the King, above all
things, the extirpation of the free-mafons, a fociety
which terrifies none but credulous perfons, and had
done nothing to diftinguifh them{elves in Poland.

The remedy againft thefe diffolutions of the diet is
a confederacy, in which matters are decided by a ma-
jority of votes, without paying any regard to the pro-
tefts of the deputies; and one confederacy is fre-
quently formed againft another. The ats of thefe
confederacies muft afterwards be ratified or annulled
by a general diet. All this muft needs occafion great
convulfions in the ftate, efpecially if the army comes
to meddle in the difpute.

The affairs of private perfons are decided in 2
much better mannef. A majority of voices al-

~ ways determines the caufe, but there are no fixed

judges. The nobility appoints annually a certain
number to form two tribunals, one at Petrikow, the
other at Lublin, the former for Great, the latter for
Litile Poland. 'The great dutchy of Lithuania has
alfo its own tribunal.  Juftice is adminiftered in a
fummary manner, asitisin Afia. No fuch thing
as attornies, or forms of law, only a few advo-
cates, called jarifis; or the parties may plead their
own caufe. What is ftill better, juftice is adminif-
tered without any expence, and confequently the
poor can obtain it.  Thefe courts are fupreme inthe
proper fenfe; for the King can neither prevent their
trying a caufe by taking the cognizance of it out of
their hands, nor reverfe their fentences. "
: A
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AN crimes of treafon, or of ftate, are Judged in

full die, wheye the maxim, that the cbarch abbors
blood, does not affet the Polifh bithops. By a Bull
of Clement VIIL they are permitted to advife war,

to give their vote for capital punifhments, and to -

fign yearrants of execution.

Another thing which is feen no where elfe, is, that
the fame men, whe deliberate in the fenate, make
Jaws in the diet, and try caufes upon the bench, at
allo as officers in the army. We may fee by this,

that in Poland the long robe and the fword are not

confidered as incompatible profeffions.

The nobility, having feized the reins of govern-
ment, and all the honours and emoluments of the
ftate, have thought themfelves obliged to defend it
00, and to leave all thereft of the nation to cultivate
the lands. Poland is at prefent the only country in
the world, whofe whole cavalry is made up of gentle-

men, of which the grand dutchy of Lithuania fur-:

nithes a fourthpart ; and in this cavalry confifts the
chief ftrengthof the ftate, for the infantry is fcarcerec-
koned as any thing. Itis divided into buffars and
pamcernes, both included under the general name of
towarisz, which fignifies comrades, an appellation
always given them by the generals, and even by the
King himfelf. A fingle word often produces great
effets.

The huflars are compofed of the flower of the
nobility, who are obliged to pafs through this fer-
vice in their way to employmients and digpities. All
Europe cannot produce a body of horfe equal to this
in beauty. The Poles- are naturally large and well
made. Let any one then form an idea of a horfe-
man of advantageous ftature, covered with an em-
bellithed cuirafs, a helmet on his head, a panther’s
fkin with the muzzle faftened upon the fore part of
the left fhoulder, and coming round behind to the
right thigh, a gilded lance fourteen or ﬁfteerll feet

ong,
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long, with a ftreamer hanging at it’s point to

" frighten the enemy’s horfe; a pair of piftols and two

fabres, one at his fide, and the other under his.
right thigh, faftened along the faddle. Armed in.
this manner, he is mounted upon a fine horfe, the
furniture of which is ornamented with plates of ena-
melled gold, and frequently with jewels. One of
them was once prefented to Lewis XI1V.who admired
his fine appearance. , : A

Ever fince the reign of Sobiefki, the lance has
been abolithed to. make way for the mufketoon, juft
as the pike formerly difappeared from among the

‘European infantry. The pike however was the

weapon of the Macedonian phalanx; and Marfhal
Saxe, in his Reveries, or Dreams, laments it’s not
being in ufe for the legion which he propofed to
eftablith. It will be objetted, that this was one of
his dreams : true ; but the dreams of a great man
are worth more than the waking thoughts of an or-
dinary perfon.

The pancernes, compofed alfo of nobles, differ
from the huffars only in having a coat of mail, in-

- ftead of a cuirafs; and their genealogy is not fcruti-

nized with fo much rigour. They are not formed
into regiments, but into companies of two hundred

men each, belonging to the grandees of the king-

dom, not excepting even the bithops, who, as they

do not ferve themfelves, give great pay to their lieu-

tenants. '

This army, or rather thefe two armies, the Polith
and the Lithuanian, have each their Grand-General,
independent on one another., It has been already
obferved, that the office of Grand-Marfhal is firft in
dignity after the primacy ; but the Grand General is
fuperior in power, being unconfined by almoft any
bounds but what he prefcribes to himfelf. At the
opening of the campaign, the King holds a council
with the fenators and chief officers of the army, con-
- ‘ ~ cerning



KING o POL AND.

cerning the operations of the war, and from that mo-
ment the Grand-General executes as he think fit,
He affembles the troops, regulates their march,
gives battle, diftributes rewards and punifhments,
promotes, diminifhes, and cuts off heads, all with-
out being accountable to any but the republic in full
diet. The ancient Conftables of France, whofe
power has given umbrage to the throne itfelf, were
not near fo abfolute; and this great authority is
fufpended only when the King commands in perfon.
The two armies have alfo each of them a General,
whofe fun&ions are confined to the field, called the
Petty-General, who has no authority but what the
Grand-General chufes to give him,. and who fup-
plies his abfence. A third officer of note is the Stra-
genik, who commands the van. . :
There is alfo kept up in Poland a third body of
troops, confifting of foot and dragoons, the inftitu-
tion of which is of no great antiquity. It is called
the foreign army, and made up almoft entirely of
Germans. When the whole is complete, which fel-

dom happens, the ordinary defence of Poland is -

about forty eight thoufand men.

A fourth army, the moft numerous and the moft
ufelefs of all, is the pg/polite. In cafe of neceffity, more
than a hundred and fifty thoufand gentlemen would
mount their horfes, in order to fubmit only to fuch
difcipline as they liked ; to mutiny, if they were de-
tained more than fifteen days in the place appointed
them to meet in, without marching; and to refufe
to ferve, if it fhould be neceflary to pafs the fron-
tiers. :

As all the wars which I fhall have to defcribe, both
under the generalfhip and the reign of Sobiefki, were
chiefly carried on agai®t the Turks and Tartars, it
will be neceflfary to take a fhort view of thefe two
nations, confidered only in their military capacit’)i:
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The Tartars, thofe furious conquerors, defcended
from the ancient Scythians, who, under their leader,
Genzis-Kan, broke out like a torrent from the north
of Afia, to over-run the milder climates of China,
Indoftan, and Perfia, containing more than eightern
hundred leagues from eaft to- weft, and more than a
thoufand from north to fouth, did not every where
incorporate themfelves with the nations they fubdued.
Several of their berds or tribes chofe to live by them-
felves, and retain their ancient manners. Towards
the north of the Black Sea, thete is a large penin-
fula, anciently known by the namne of the Tauric
Cherfonefe, where the Greeks extended their arms and
their commerce, and abolithed the impious facrifices
of the famous temple of Diana, where it was com-
mon to f{ee the {kulls of human victims hung up as
trophies. This peninfula is now called Crin, and in
it’s neighbourhood lies Budziac, fortierly Beflarabia,
and Nogay. '

The Tartars, who inhabit thefe countties, have
of all the Tartars moft to do with the prefent hiftory
of Europe, and particularly with that of Poland, by
reafon of their vicinity. They live under a Prince,
called by us Cham, but in the caft Ham, that is,
Jwdge, which was the original employment of
Kings. His genealogy would dazzle any one but a
Tartary' who values no nobility but fuch as is pet-
fonal. The Cham is defecended from Genzis-Kan,
the greateft conqueror that ever exifted, by, his
grandfon Batoucan. ‘

The features and the manners of the ancient Scy+
thians are to this day difcoverable in the Tartars.
They are of a fquat figure, have broad fhoulders,
thort necks, large heads, flat and almoft round
faces, little pig’s eyes, flat nofes, olive-coloured
complexions, coarfe black hair, and very little beard.
They were probably ftill more hideous in the time of
‘Alexander the great; fince Parmenio took notice lt)o

-8 the
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the King of their monftrous deformity the evening

‘before the battle of Arbela, and advifed him to at-
tack them in the night, left the Macedonians thould
. be frighted by itin the day-time (2). Butthey feem
to have been familiarized with their figure, when
they went in queft of the Scythians into their own
country, upon the banks of the Tanais, now called
theDon (4.) The fame arms which the Scythians had,
are now ufed by the Tartars, the arrow, the javelin,
and the fcymetar: they fight alfo in the fame man-
ner, never on foot, always on horfeback. Every
Tartar has at leaft three horfes; and if that which
he yides is tired or wounded, he leaps upon another
without ftopping his pace. He takes care to cut the
cartilage which feparates the noftrils, in order to fa-
cilitate refpiration. Twenty or thirty leagues, with-
out drawing bit, is not too much either for the rider
or the horfe; and yet they both live upon very
little.  ‘The Tartar’s drink is pure water, or, by way
of dainty, fermented milk 3 his food, the flour of

millet, or powdered horfe-fleth ; (when it is frefh, he

thinks it luxury) his habit, a fheep’s fkin; his bed,
the earth; his covering, the {ky: his phyfic, which,
they fay, fucceeds better than ours, is horfe’s blood,
fwallowed hot, after which he gallops as far as he
can hold out. - As'for the horfe, he is fatisfied with
fuch grafs as he can find, with mofs, and the bark
of trees; and in winter he fearches for pafture under
the fnow. It may eafily be conceived, that there
is no care taken about magazines, or convoys in

(a) At interdis primum terribiles occurfuras facies Scytharum.
Quint. Curt. lib. 4. c.13.

(4) We muft learn to be upon our guard againft names; for
this river was alfo called #mazonius, from the Amazons, which,
according to Strabo, never exifted any where. We muft even be
upon our guard againft the greateft authors; for Ptolemy and
Pliny make this river rife in the Riphzan mountains; whereas
the Mufcovites, who live at it’s fource, have never difcovercd
any mountains near it.

a Tar-
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a Tartarian army, for every foldicr carries all about
him. Beaten roads are not made for them : their
aim is always to conceal their march, and furprife
the enemy. Rivers are no obftacles in their way, for.
they always fwim acrofs them. '
If men of this ftamp were furnithed with the
arms, the military art, and the difcipline of Europe,
under an able and ambitious leader, they would ftill
be formed for vaft conquefts. - But they were fup-
plied with none of thefe, when the Turks fet out
from the eaftern coaft of the Cafpian Sea to fubju-
gate thofe who had overwhelmed fo. many nations.
‘The Turkifh empire has never ceafed increafing in
power, from the time of Ottomany it’s firft Emperor,
till about the end of the laft century ; an event that is
chiefly owing to it’s troops, which are entirely diffe-
rent from thofc of the Tartars; the latter having no
infantry at all, whereas the Turkifh Gengi-Cberis, by
us called Janizaries, are defervedly in high reputa-
tion. Thofe of them that refide in Conftantinople, to
the number of twenty-five thoufand, are divided into
a hundred and fixty-two odas, or chambers. Their
education begins at their very infancy, and they are
inured, by the Aga who commands them, not only
to the ufe of arms, but to all forts of laborious em~
loyments, to carrying burdens, cutting woed,
greaking ground, bearing heat and cold, and to
every thing which contributes to harden the body.
There are no foldiers better clad, or better paid.
Every Oda of Janizaries has its purveyor, who pro-
vides them with mutton, rice, butter, vegetables and
bread in great abundance ; and pays them a ftipend,
which is to encreafe in proportion to their merit.
This prefent happinefs of condition, and the hopes of -
being better hereafter, produces great effetts upon
thefe military machines. Accordingly, far from be-
ing cheated or forced into the fervice, in a country
where defpotic power would feem to authorize any
thing,
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thing, a Janizary’s place is much fought after; and
at leaft a year’s probation is required. Inftances of

defertion are never known, becaufe foldiers never de- -

fert but with a view to better their condition. The
behaviour of the janizaries is a furprize to ftran=
gers, who fee them in their ddas, {or in the ftreets
of Conftantinople. No fuch thing is known among
them as robbery, murder, or the leaft a& of vio-
lence. Mild and gentle to their fellow-fubjets;
they are formidable only to the Sultan; for they
have the power, by their laws, of imprifoning,
depofing, and appointing him a fucceflor (a).

. The Tartars, who are a body of cavalry without
pay, and greedier of plunder than glory, do not
ftand their ground long in action. The Turkifh

horfe advance and attack in good order. They have

among them a numerous and diftinguithed body;
called Spabis, of very ancient origin, being infti-
tuted by A/, the companion of Mabomet; and
their exploits from the very firft have been extra-
ordinary. They are better educated and more ci-
vilized than the reft of the army, being all taken
out of the feraglio, whete they have employments
in their youth. If the Turks admitted of any no-
bility bat that of offices (4), the Spahis might be
taken for the nobles of the country; but the de-
fcendants of the Cantacuzeni and Paleologi now
live at Conftantinople, in greater obfcurity than
Dionyfius did at Cotinth. Even the family of
Mahomet, who can prove their nobility for twelve
centuries, are diftinguifhed only by a green turban,
and get their living by trade (¢). A Spahi would

(a) Ricaut’s Hift. of the Ottoman Empire, p; 340 et feq.
The Author here quoted refided five years in Conftantinople.
His employment of Secretary to the Earl of Winchelfea, Am.
baffador from Charles II. to Mahomet IV, gave him an oppor-
tunity of making good remarks: heis a plain and judicious
writer, who makes ornament give place to inftruétion.

(&) Ricaur, p. 311, (<) ldem p. z03. et 130.
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not exchange his condition for fo fplendid a pedi-
gree. The arms of thefe foldiers are a fcymetar,
a lanee, and a dart two foot long : they have alfo
fire-arms, of which they make little account; but
the ancient hielmet and coat of mail ftill keep thei¢
credit with them. Their pay, like that of the Ja-
nizaries, is fixed to no bounds. An enemy’s héad
raifes it two afpers (4) a day. It reeeives another
augmentation, when a Spahi brings intelligence of
the death of one of his comrades ; which is a cori-
trivance of the Sultan to avoid paying dead men.
But what helps moft to render the flate of a Spa-
hi advantageous, are the #imars which are beftowed
upon them. Thefe fiefs or military benefices re-
turn into the hands of the Sultan, whenever a 7i-
mariot dies; a cuftom which always furnithes the
Prince with means of rewarding merit without impo-
verithing himfelf, and produces ations of extraordi-
nary valour. In an affault made by the Turks up-
on a fortrefs in Hungary, one of thefe fiefs was dif-
pofed of eight times in one day, fever Spahis who
eontended for it being killed, and the eighth having
the good fortume to keep it (4). It fhould be ob-
ferved, that thefe Spahis are only private men ; and
that though an officer may be fatisfied with glory,

~ (a truth however which thould not be examined toe

nicely) 2 common foldier muft be actuated by a
ftronger motive, :

" Befides thefe incentives, Mahomet, their legif-
lator, Pontiff, and King, omitted no means of ba-
nifhing fear and heightening refolution. It is writ-
ten in the Alcoran, that the days of man are irres
vocably determined 5 and that a Loufe which bas the

'(z) An afper is worth about eight French deniers. [A
French livre, which is worth about eieven pence ftetling, con-
tains twenty fols, and each fol twelve deniers; fo that eight
deniers is very little more than an Englith, farthing. ]

(6) Ricaut, p. 325. ’

S tlague
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plague in it ought mot to be avoided. It is farther
faid, that whoever dies in battle is admi'ted inftantly
to the joys é)f beaven, with the crown of martyrdom.
The fame doétrine was held before this by the anci-
ent Romans (s). A Chriftian foldier, if he re-
fle@s ever fo little upon the duties of his religion,
ftands in fear of hell, at the fame time that he fa-
grifices his life. Happy would it be, if this fear
made him more confiderate !

The law of Mahomet forbids the ufe of wine ; but
this law is inforced with fuch particular feverity in
time of war, that drunkennefs is made a capiral
crime.  Soldiers that are kept fober are more vigi-
lant, more obedient, and lefs apt-to commit vio-
lence. ‘Tumults and quatrels feldom happen among
them, and duels are never heard of : indeed no
fuch thing is known in all the eaft. When the army
is upon a march, no peafant comes to complain that
his fheep are ftolen, or his daughter ravithed;

and when they reach the enemies territories, no ra-

vage is committed but what the Serafkier, or Ge-
neral, commands. No General, however, were it
the Grand-Vizier himfelf, can punith a foldier with-
out the confent of his officer ; an admirable means
of fecuring fubordinate authority.

It is 2 common faying among the Turks, tbat
their troops are inmumerable as the fand of the fea.
But this does not hold good in time of peace. It
feems incredible that an Empire, which extends
from the Archipelago (%) to the banks of the Eu-

{a) Hic manus, ob patriam, pugnande wulnera pafi.
Zngip. Lib. vi.
(%) Thefe limits, however extenfive, do not include Turkey
in Europe, which certainly deferves to be confidered as part
of the Ottoman Empire. The tranflator therefore cannot help
fufpe&ing, that either the imattention of his author, orthe b'un-
der of the printer, has fubftitated-the word Arclipelago, inftead
of the Gulph of Fenice, or-perhaps the Adriatic, in one word,

D2 phrates,

3¢



36

HISTORY of JOHN SOBIESKI

phrates, fhould be guarded only by a hundred and
fifty thoufand men. It is a maxim with thefe in-
fidels, not to let a body, which preys upon the
fubftance of the people, grow to too great a fize.
And yet in time of war, an army of three hun-
dred thoufand men is an ordinary effort. for the
Grand Seignior.  And what is ftill more aftonith-
ing, he is never put to any difficulty about their
pay. The Spahis and Janizaries are paid equally,
whether there be peace or war, The Timariots -
live upon their. lands ; and the other troops, which
are raifed in Afia or Europe, have all a revenue al-
lotted them in their own country. To all extraor-
dinary expences, however great, the treafury of the
empire is more than adequate. No new taxes are
ever impofed ; for among the Turks their fubfidies
are as immutable as their laws, cuftoms, and man-
ners. The nation is, in every refpect, the fame, as
when it firlt came into Europe.

Befides the treafure of the Empire, the Empe-

- ror has alfo his private purfe, which is inceffantly

filling, not at the expence of the fubje&ts, who
conftantly enjoy their patrimony without any dif-
turbance, but by the appointment and depofition
of Bafhaws, Beglierbeys (2), and the other great
officers of ftate. As they are all taken out of
the feraglio, they come imprefled with that defpe-
tic maxim of the Alcoran, tbat they are motbing
but clay in the bards of their maficr : who, if he
forms them into veflels of honour, gets purfes (3)
by it; and if he breaks them in pieces, comes in
for the wreck; a tempration always inviting to a
Sultan who wants to encreafe his treafures. The

‘valiant Amurath IV, without being avaricious, left

behind him three hundred and fixey millions of

(a) Beglierbeys are Governors of provinées.
_ (b) A purle is worth five hundigd crowns.

French_
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French money, all in gold. Hence come thofe
infcriptions in the feraglio; bere is depofited the

treafure of fuch a one (a); and it is a rule never

to meddle with thefe fums, but when the Empire
is threatened with ruin. - Poffeffed of fuch re-
fources, a Sultan is never known to give himfelf up
into the hands of farmers of the revenue, or to
buy the money of his own fubjets. /

A view of the wealth and ceconomy of the Turks,
of their extenfive power, prodigious' number of
forces, and of the enthufiaftic fury to which they
may be wrought up, fhould naturally make the
Chriftian world tremble, if the Turks knew any
thing of naval affairs. But they are only poflef-
fed of about an hundred gallies, and a few light
veflels, which ferve to carry provifions to - the ifle
of Candy: they have no fea-charts, and rarely
~venture out of fight of land. It is a commen fay-
ing among them, that God has given the earth to
them, and the fea to the infidels (%) ; and may they
always continue to fay fo! '

Not contented with having fubdued more than
thirty nations in Afia, Africa, and Europe, they
can reckon up a crowd of tributaries, who are
fure of conftant protection. To thefe tributaries
relates that paffage of the Alcoran: Tbkeir goods
and their fubflance, are our goods and our fub-
Rance s their foul is our foul, their eye our eye. The
Turks treat them, as the old Romans treated
their allies: they leave them their own laws, cuf-
toms, and religion, but appoint them Governors,
and receive from them a tribute in money. One
fhould .imagine that the Chriftian world would ra-
ther have been buried in its own ruins, than fuffer
fuch a vaffalage to be eftablithed in Chriftendom.
But the torrent of a mighty Empire carries every

(&) Tavernier, tom, iii. p. 479. (%) Ricaut, p. 381,
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thing before it. 'Walachia, Moldavia, and the re~
public of Ragufa, receive orders from the feraglio.
The Ukraine and Tranfylvania have butlately thrown
off this dependence. Even the Empire of Germany
has fubmitted to the Turkifh yoke. Buflequius
quotes a treaty of peace made between Solyman II.
and Ferdinand I. in which the Sultan exprefles him-
felf thus: Of which agreement, peace and alliance,
the firft condition is, that your dileflion fball be
bound to fend annually to cur court thirty thoufand
Hungarian ducats.  This tribute, it is true,: was
only paid two years ; but it would furnith an ever-
lafting pretence for war, if fovereigns were ever in
want of one.

Of all the tributaries of the Porte, thofe which
furnifh the greateft fuccours, more however in men
than money, are the Tartars. It is now a long
time fince frequent plagues, a multitude of eunuchs,
and the fterility confequent upon boundlefs poly-
gamy, have been co-operating to depopulate the

- Ottoman Empire, which is repeopled by the Tar~

tars.  There may continually be feen along the
coafts of the Bofphorus, a great number of faicks,
laden with Chriftians of both fexes, the common
produce of their inroads. In time of war, their
commerce with Conftantinople is much increafed 3
no lefs than an hundred and fifty thoufand flaves.
being carried away in 1663, out of Hungary, Mo-
ravia, and Silefia, and fold in the public markets (a).
They do not make war of their own motion, but

- by the orders of the Grand-Seignior, which is an-
-other advantage to the Empire. When the Sultan

commands in perfon, the Cham muft take the field

-himfelf with a hundred thoufand men. If it be

only the Vizir, the Cham fends his fon, or his Prime
Minifter with fifty thoufand ; whereas, taking only.

(a) Ricaut, p. 109.
o one
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one foldier ont of each village, he could furnith
two hundred thoufand. Thefe villages, fome of
which are called cities, are nothing but a colletion
of huts, made of hurdles, and covered with a
coarfe hair-cloth. Bafiia-Saray, in which the Cham
refides, is Gtuated near the middle of the peninfula.
Precop, called by the Tartars, Orapy, or the Gate of
Gold, guards the entrance; and Caffs, formerly
Theodofis, is its principal city. The Cham is per-
haps the anly Prince in the world who is not per-
mitted to refide in his own capital ; it being under
the command of & Turkith Governor. .

The Tartars may be Jooked upon as the favages
of Europe. They are fenfible that they might foon
civilize their manners, make laws, ere&t tribunals,
ereate titles, and call in luxury and magnificence ;

but they hear of fo many calamities which lay wafte

polifbed sations, that they chufe rather to be free,
and look wpen cities as {o many prifons where
Kings confine their {laves. They fcarce feel the
sdlependence they are under upon a remote mafter,
and are pleafed with their Prince’s being more de-
pendent than themfelves. The Cham is always nar»
fowly watched by the Bathaws ; and if his fubjeits
complain, he is depofed by an order of the Divan ;
but 1if he is top much beloved by them, this is ftill
a greater crime.  And yet the Cham never attemptg
20 fbake off the Turkifh yoke. He looks up-
on his own family, and that of the Ottoman Em-
perors, as one and the fame. In fa&, the Sultans
have acknowledged that both {prung originally
from the fame flock; and they have made a law,
which gives she throne of Conftantinople to the
Princes of Tartary, if the Ottoman blood fhould
fail (a). The hope of this fucce(fion is indeed very

remote,

(a) Demetrius Cantemir’s Hiftory of the Ottoman Empire, -

Pref. p, xxxi. This princely author (a thing net very comm03
. : D¢ ' had

53



)

HISTORY of JOHN SOBIESK!

remote, when it is confidered that a Turkifh Empe-
ror has always three or four hundred wives, the very
flower of their fex, to furnifh him with fucceflors 3
and the Cham’s chance is now ftill lefs, becaufe
the Sultans have abolithed the barbarous cuftom of
putting their brothers to death : but ftill his hopes
are not without foundation. Befides, he has rea-
fon to be fatisfied with his lot, if he will only con-
form to the eafy rules of Tartarian juftice, which
requires no more of him, than not to put any force
upon the manners of the nation, and to lead them
to frequent incurfions. A ftate of war agrees beft
with his interefts ; for he is feldom attacked firft,
but generally begins the fray ; he has no army to
maintain, his troops being paid by the Grand-
Signior : he has nothing to lofe, and every thing to
gain by plunder. - The Tartars are’ moft to be
dreaded, not at the time of their enteringa coun-
try, but at their quitting it, being like torrents
which fweep every thing off with them. In time
of ation, a fenfe of honour does not reftrain them
from running away ; but then they always return
to the combat. In their marches, they fpread them-
felves before, behind, and on the flanks of the ene-
my’s troops, which they harafs ftill more by night,
than by day : fo thatan army, which has not been
ufed to make war againft them, would be conquer-
ed, without an opportunity of exerting its ftrength.
In their frequent wars with the Poles, they have ra-
wvaged and depopulated Podolia, Pokrufia, Volhinia,
Moldavia, and the Ukraine; and as thefe defarts
continued to be the feat of war, even in the time of
Sobiefki, the Poles were obliged to turn Tartars in

had at different times, fpent many years as an hoftage at Con-

ftantinople, before he came to the Crown of Moldavia. He
underftood the Turkifh language, had read their hiftories, and
was acquainted with their manner: and cuftoms. Such an au-

» thor muft be quoted more than once.

1 . Q!‘é er
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order to fubfift; that is, they were obliged to car-
ry with them at once all the provifions that would be
wanted in a whole campaign. To this neceffity, and
to their making ufe of waggons drawn by oxen, is
owing their affembling fo late, and marching foflowly
in the campaigns hereafter defcribed. Every Captain
knew by experience how many waggons his troop
would want; and as foon as the country was ex-
haufted; they lived upon their provided ftock. When
a waggon was emptied, it was fet on fire, and the
oxen killed, to furnith a freth fupply; and it has
often happened that the waggons alone, exclufive
of the provifions they brought, have faved the Po-
lith armies. In cafes of a fudden attack, they ferve
by way ef entrenchments ; and this method of de-
fence is called Tabor. From them probably, the
General of the Huflites, Procopius the Bald, learnt
it, and made ufe of it with great fuccefs againft the
German cavalry, which ‘got his foldiers the name
of Taborites.

The Poles are born foldiers; and though they
refemble their anceftors, the Sarmatians, much lefs
than the Tartars do theirs, yet there are ftill re-
maining among them fome Sarmatian features.
For inftance, they are frank and haughty; which
laft quality is patural enough in a gentleman who
ele&ts his own King, and may come to have that
‘honour himfelf. They are alfo extremely paffionate,
affairs being often decided fword in hand by the re-
prefentatives, in their national affemblies. Hofpi-

tality is a virtue much cultivated among them, and

was learnt from the Turks and Tartars, A Tar-
tar will go fifty leagues to attack a caravan; but
a ftranger is always well received at his houfe, and
provided with lodgings, food, and other accommo-
dations, at no expence. The Poles are brave, ro-
buft, and inured to cold and fatigue ; but they have
departed from the fimplicity and frugality of the
- . - Sarma-
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Sarmatians. ‘To the very end of the reign of So-
biefki, a few wooden chairs, a bear’s fkin, a pair
of piftols, and two boards covered with a matrefs,
was all the houthold-fumiture of a nobleman in de-
cent circumftances ; and a fuit of furs was his drefs,
Luxury began to get footing under Auguftus I[,
and the French fafhions, already adopted in Ger-
many, were added to the magnificence of the eaft,
which difplays itfelf more in pomp than elegance.
The Poles love money, but not with 2 view tg
hoarding.  Their ftatelinefs is fuch, that a woman
of quality never ftirs abroad but in a coach and fix,
though it were only to crofs a ftreet.

When a nobleman trave]s from one province
to another, he is-attended by five or fix hundred
horfes and as many men. There are no inns up-
on the road, fo that every thing muft be carried
with them ; but then they make no fcruple of dif-
lodging the Plebeians, who look upon their nobles
as fo many plagues and fcourges.

One excellent cuftom among the nobles, is that
of fpending the greateft part of the year upon their
own eftates. By this means, they are more inde-
pendent upon the court, which fpares no pains to
corrupt them, and the country is the better for
what they fpend; but it would be much more po-
pulous and flourithing, if it was cultivated by a

~ free people. The peafants in Poland are annexed

to the glebe ; whereas even in Afia itfelf there are
no flaves but fuch as are purchafed, or taken in
war, and confequently foreigners ; but Poland lays
the yoke upon the neck of her own children, Eve-
ry Lord is obliged to lodge his vaffals, and he
does it in-a wretched hut, where the children,
which lie naked among the canle, in a frozen cli-
mate, feem to upbraid nature with not having eclad

them in the fame manner. The flave, who begot
.them, would with -great indifference fee his cot-

tage
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tage in flames, becaufe he has nothing that he can
his own. My field, my wife, my children, is 3

language he has nothing to do with. Every thing

belongs to the Lord, who has an equal power to
fell his labourers and his oxen. It is not common

 indeed ta fell women, becaufe they ferve to multiply
the herd, and keep up a wretched breed, great
pat of which is killed by the cold,

Perhaps there never was a man, tp whom the
human race is more indebted, than to Pope Alex-
ander 1II. who, in a council held in the twelfth
century, abolifhed flavery. But Poland has proved
more abdurate than the reft of Chriftendom. Woe
to every flave that falls under the difpleafure of a
drunken Lord! One would think that nature has
made a point of refufing to fome nations the very
thing that they are moft paffionately fond of. Ex-
cefles in wine and ftrong liquors havé occafioned
great havock in the republic of Poland. Yet their
cafuifts fpeak of drunkennefs in very gentle terms,
as almoft neceffary in fuch a climate; and befides,
the affairs of the public are never fettled but over
the bottle.

The Polith women are fingularly agreeable in
fociety. They mix with the men in competitions
at public games, in hunting, and the pleafures of
the table. Lefs delicate and lefs referved than the
beauties of the fouth, they frequently take a journey
of a hundred, or two hundred leagues in a fledge,

without any apprehenfions about inconvenient lodg-

ings, or the badnefs of the roads,

~ Perfons who travel in Poland find that good mo-
als are of more value than good laws, The num-
{:cr of forefts, the diftance of habitations, the cuf-
tom of travelling by night as well as by day, the
negligence of the flarofts with regard to the fafety
of the roads, all contribute to favour yobbery émd
‘ - murder,



po

44

HISTORY of JOHN SOBIESKI

murder, and yet an inftance of either is fcarce
known in ten years.

~ The Poles were noted for the praltice of this
branch of morality, before they embraced the Chrif-
tian religion. They continued idolaters long after
the converfion of the reft of Europe. The names
of the Grecian gods, whom they adopted, were
wretchedly disfigured in their language, becaufe be-
ing ignorant of letters, and knowing nothing of
Homer and Hefiod, they never opened the ar-
chives of idolatry, but were direted only by the
glimmering light of confufed tradition.

About the middle of the tenth century, Mje-
¢iflaw the Firft, Duke of Poland, was won over
to the faith by the folicitations of the' fair Dam-
browka, his wife, who was bred a Chriftian : and -
the new profelyte undertook to convert his fubjets.
‘There is nothing but may become an inftrument

-h the hands of God to execute his adorable defigns.

One half of Europe owes its converfion to women,
who, being raifed to the throne, prevailed upon
their hufbands to be baptized. Thus Hungary is
indebted for its Chriftianity to Gifellz ; Ruffia, to
tbe fifter of a Greek Emperor ; England, to e daugh-
ter of Childebert 3 and France to Clotilds. But if
Chriftianity, at its firft eftablifhment, had fhewn
‘every where the fame violence that it did in Po-
land, it would have wanted two fignatures of truth
to which it owed its triumphs in the three firft cen-
turies, namely, meeknefsand perfuafion. The Bithop
of Merfebourg, who lived in the reign of Mieciflaw,
informs us, that the punifhment of all who pre-
fumed to eat fleth in Lent was to have their teeth

_pulled out; that a fornicator or adulterer was hung

‘'up by the inftrument of his crime, and a razor
placed within his reach, which he might either
make ufe of to difengage himfelf, or die in tor-
' ment.
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ment (2). In the fame country, it was a cuftom

for fathers to put to death their children when -

born with any defect, and for the unnatural off-
fpring to difpatch their decrepid parents ; a barba-
rous cuftom of the ancient Sarmatians, which was
tolerated in Poland till the thirteenth century. When
the Prieft came to that part of the fervice of the
mafs where the Gofpel is read, the affembly was al-
ways ftruck with terror, it being a, cuftom for all
who wore fabres, to draw them half-way, in tefti-
mony of their readinefs to fhed the blood of ido-
laters (4). That horrid Chriftian, Mieciflaw, had
divorced feven Pagan wives, to make way for his
union with Dambrowka, and when fhe died, he
clofed the fcene, if we may believe Baronius and
Dithmar (¢), with marrying a nun, who omitted
no expedient to propagate her religion. The zeal
of Mieciflaw was animated by the hopes of obtain-
ing the title of King, which the Pope had lately
given to the Duke of Hungary; but he would
not beftow the fame reward upon fuccefs obtained
by fuch fhocking means.

His fon and fucceffor Boleflas I. extinguithed
the remains of idolatry, without having recourfe to
violence. Humane, acceflible, and familiar, he
treated his fubjedts, as a phyfician would his pa-
tients, and made ufe of no arms to conquer their
prejudices, but gentlenefs and argument. The fa-
ther had commanded them, the fon perfuaded them,
to be Chriftians. - »

In the fourteenth century, Jagellon, being made
King of Poland, planted the Chriftian faith, by
the fame means, in Lithuania, He was before
thought to be of a fierce temper, but Chriltianity,
which he had lately embraced, undoubtedly foftened

(a) Dithmar. lib. viii. p. 419. L
[6) Cromer. lib. iii. p. 51. (¢) Tom.i. p. 359.

him ;
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him; and he compleated, by prefents and aéts of
kindnefs, the converfion of fuch as ftood out againft
the force of argument. o

This peaceable fpirit pafled from the Kings t6
the nation, which accordingly had very little thare
in the religious wars which defolated Eutope in the
fixteenth and feventeenth centuries. Poland was
never the fcene of a gun-powder-plot, of a Saint-
Bartholomew-mafiacre, of the murder of a Senate,
of the private affaffination, or the public exccution
of Kings ; it never faw brothers in arms againft bro-
thers, and has been more fparing than any country
in burning people at a ftake, for the ctime of be-
ihg miftaken in matters of opinion. Notwithftand-
ing this, Poland continued in barbarifm much
longer than Spain, France, England or Germa-
ny; which fhews that grofs ignorante is much

- lefs turbulent than half-fcience. When the {pirit

of argumentation begun to get footing in Poland,
King Sigifmund I. made a law to punifh Protef-
tants with death. It is a ftrange paradox, that at
the very time when he was taking away the lives
of fuch as only queftioned the corporal prefence of
Jetus Chrift upon the altar, he gave no difturbance
to the Jews who denied his divine miffion.  Sigif-
mund’s zeal had already produced bloodthed, and |

. would have produced more; but th¢ Republic

thought fit to interpofe, and tiade a law, that for
the future, every King, upon his afcending the
throne, fhould take an oath to tolerate all reli-
gions. o

Accordingly Polahd abounds with Calvinifts,
Lutherans, Greek Schifmatics,; Mahemetans, and
Jews. Thele latter have long enjoyed the privi-
leges granted them by Cafimir the Gread, in favour
of his Jewifh concubine Eftber. Their trade makes
them much more wealthy than the natives of the

country, and they increalé much falter. In Cra-

cow



KING of POLAND.

eow alone, it is computed there are moré than
twenty thoufand, who are ready to give their affift-
ance in all emergencies of flate; and Poland, by
tolerating more than three hundred fynagogues, is
called to this day the Fews Paradife. 1f the Poles
are upbraided with this indulgence, they anfwer, that
Rome itfelf lets them live in peace within its walls.
A Spantth inquifitot would imagine, that the whole
mation Judaized on Eafter-day; a Pafchal Lamb
be':? ferved up at every tablé, and eaten with
confecrated bread ; but then they have a kundred
other cuftoms with which he would be highly edi-
fied.

There is perhaps no country whete the outward
forms of telicion have been, and ftill are, better
obferved. The Poles, from the very firft, found
fault with Chriftianity for being too mild a reli-
ﬁ): ; and to remedy this defect, they begun their

t on Septuagefima-Sunday. But this fevere
work of fupererogation was abolifhed by Pope In-
nocent 1V, to reward them for the contributions
they had furnithed, to enable him to make war

upon a Chriftian Emperor, Ferdinand II. (z). Be.

fides the ufual faft on Fridays and Saturdays, they
keep an additional one.on Wednefdays. Thete was
once an entevtainment given by Sigifmund Auguftus,
the day after his father’s funeral, to the nobles who
affifted at that ceremony: it happened to be a
Wednefday, and part of the entertainment was flefh.
The whole mation was extremely fcandalized at
this profanenefs ; and yet at this very time, they

wanted him to break through a folemn engage- -

ment, contracted at the altar of God, and confirm-
ed by the laws of men; that is, his marriage : * If
‘ there be any harm, faid the Archbifhop and Pri-
“ mate, in repudiating a lawful wife, there is none

. {a) Cromer. p, 226,

“ of
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¢« of us, who, for the fake of the' common ,
¢¢ will not readily take part of it upon himfelf (2) :
and the thing wanted being a fucceffor to the Crown,"
the Bithop of Przemiflia fupported his opinion with
this paflfage of Euripides, If juflice muft be wio-
lated, let it be for the [ake of a Crown.

The bloody fraternity of Flagellants are as com-

* mon in this part of the north, as towards the fouth

of Europe; and hence probably it was that Hen-
ry 1IL imported the fafhion into France.

No hiftory, in the fame number of centuries,
pretends to fo many miracles. About five miles
from Cracow, are to be feen the falt pits of Boch-
nia, removed, according to all the Chronicles, by
St. Cunegunda, wife of Boleflas the Chaft, out
of Hungary into Poland; and much more admired
than thofe of Velika, where there is a fubterraneous
city, full three leagues deep; an aftonithing mo-
nument of art and induftry. At the time when fo

many apocryphal miracles were confounded with .

the - true ones in Poland, very little progrefs was
made in the ftudy of nature; nor can this {cience
be at prefent much advanced, fince the marvellous,
which has always ferved the vulgar inftead of rea-
fon, preferves its dominion here more than in any
other country. The Poles have always met with -
a refufal from Rome, to their frequent folicitations
for preditions of future events. .

Their refpe@ for the Papal authority has been

- remarkable in all ages. When Clement II. ab-

folved Cafimir from his monachal vows, that he
might change the cloifter for the throne, in 1041,
his Holinefs impofed upon the Poles fome very fin-

-gular conditions, which were molt religioufly ob-

ferved. He obliged them to wear for the future,

their hair cut in the form of a Monk’s crown;

(a) Stanifl, Oriehov. p. 1489.
. to
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to pay for ever an annual poll-tax, for keeping
"up in the great church of St. Peter, the moft
. coftly lamp that ever was burnt ; and he ordered;
that upon great feftivals all the nobles fhould wear,
during the time of the facrifice, a linnen fiole,
like that which is worn' by Priefts; the firft of
which injun&ions is obferved to this day. ‘
This extravagant deference for the decrees of
the fee of Rome, broke out once in fuch a tor-
rent as overwhelmed the regal power. Boleflas I
had received the title of King from the Emperor
. Otho, in the year 1001; and Rome remembered
this affront, upon occafion of the murder of Sta-
niflas, Bifhop of Cracow, by Boleflas II. It was
at this junéture, that Hildebrand, who had ex-

changed a wheel-wright’s fhop for the throne of -

St. Peter; which he filled by the name of Gregos
ry VII. was grown fo formidable to all the fovereigns
of Chriftendom. He had lately excommunicated
the Emperor Henry IV. to whom he had been
preceptor ; and he now pointed againft Boleflas all
his thunders of excommunicatian, depofition, inter-
di&ion of the whole kingdom, difpenfation from

the oath of allegiance, and prohibition to the"

Bifhops of Poland, eyer to crown any King with-

out the exprefs confent of the Holy See (a). -

It is hard to fay which is moft aftonithing, the
Pope’s prohibition, or the blind obedience of the.

Poles. No Bifhop would venture to crown the

fucceeding King ; and this fuperftitious fear lafted
upon the minds both of the fubjects; and their Prin<

ces, till the time of Przemiflas, who having con+.

voked a general diet at Gnefna, was crowned in
that affembly, and refumed.the tide of King, with-
out calling in the authority of Rome (4). His
fubjeéts believed that this fpirited behaviour, which
raifed the indignation of the court of Rome, was
the caufe of his unhappy fate. Seven months af-
(4) Cromer. p. go. (%) Sarnic. p. 1116,

E ter,
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ter, he was affaffinated by his own nephews, and
Uladiflas Loketek, who afcended the throne yert reek-
ing with blood, applied to Pope Joha XXII for
Yeave to be King in his own kingdom.

In the prefent age, no Pope would venture to at-
tempt what was then carried into execution, But
it is ftill true, that the Papal power is more re-
vered in Poland than in moft Catholic countries.
A nation, which has afflumed a right of chufingits
own Kings, has never darcd to proclaim them with-
out leave from the Pope; and a bull of Sixtus V.
has given the Primate this power.

There refides conftantly at Warfaw an apaftoli-
€al Nuncio, invefted with an extent of power which
is fuffered no where elfe: but yet he has not
enough to enforce the indiffolubility of the mar-
riage-contraét. It is not uncommon in Poland
to hear a hufband talk of a wife, who is no longer
connected with him by that relation.  The Bifhops,
who are both witnefles and judges of thefe divor-
ces, confole themfelves for fuch a violation of ec-
elefiaftical law, with the ample revenues they enjoy.
The private clergy profefs the moft refpectful ve-
neration for the facred canons; and they are in the
right ; for moft of them hold feveral benefices with
cure of fouls. ~

Poland, in its prefent ftate, with regard both
to moral and phyfical evil, prefents us with feve-
ral ftriking contrafts : the regal dignity exifting
with the name of a republic, civil laws with feu-
dal anarchy, a rude refemblance of the Roman
commonwealth with Gothic barbarifm, and abun-
dance 'united with poverty.

Nature has furnifhed the country with all the
materials of opulence, {uch as corn, pafture, cattle,
wool, leather, falt, metals, and minerals; and yet they
are the pooreft nation in Furope. The chief fource
of the wealth: of Poland, is the fale of the Cmv&rlrs'n.th

0
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Both Jand; and water, concur to invite cormi-
fnerce; and yet it has hever appeared among them.
The number of fine rivers, the Dana, the Bog,
the Niefer, the Vifiula, the Niemen, the Boryfthe-
nes, ferve only to make a figure in geographical
maps. - It has been often obferved, that it would
be an éafy matter to join the Northern Ocean and
the Black fea by canals, and by this means take
in the commerce both of the eaft and weft. But
the Poles are fo far from building merchant-fhips,
that they have never thought of forming a naval
force to protect them from the fleets of their ene-
mies, by which their country has often been in-
fulted. Their dominions are larger than France,
and yet do not contain more than fix miilions of
inhabitants. They leave a fourth part of their lands

\

uncultivated, and yet the land is excellent, which

makes the lofs fo much the more to be lamented.

A kingdom of fuch extent, being two hundred
leagues in breadth, and four hundred in length,
would require numerous armies to guard its vaft
frontiers, and yet it €an fcarce pay forty thoufand
men. A King, (4) who governed it for fome time,
and who has thewn what he was capable of doing
in a whele kingdom, by what he has a¢tually done
in a fingle province of France; a King equally
qualified for writing,, and for ading, informs us,
that there are cities in Europe whofe treafury is
richer than that of Poland ; and that tawo or three
werchants of Londom or Amflerdam trade for much
larger fums than the income of all the lands belonging
o the republic. Such a republic can never have
made the reflettion, that the power of Holland
was originally founded upon the art of catching,
and falting herrings. : o

(a) Staniflas, King of Poland, and Duke of Lorrain, in his
I;o.o'k entitled La Foix libre du Citoyen, or, The free Voice of &
Citigenm p. 247 & 285.

E 2 . The
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The republic of Rome, in its days of. virtue,
was the very reverfe of the republic .of Poland.
In the former, the Senators were in moderate cir-
cumftances, and the ftate rich. In the latter, the
Palatines can raife and pay armies to deftroy one
another, and the republic is upable to defend it-
felf. When it does take up arms, the two bodies
of troops which are its ordinary defence, the Po-
lith army, and the Lithuanian, being commanded
by two Grand Generals, independent of each other,
are without that principle of union which makes
forces act in concert. It has happened more than
once, that when one has marched, the other has
halted: they have even been known to threaten
each other. ,

Luxury has got footing within doors, but the
naftinefs of the cities without, is extremely difguft-
ful. It is not more than ten or twelve years fince
Warfaw was firft paved, .

The extremes of liberty and flavery feem to be
contending which fhall ruin Poland. The nobility
can do whatever they pleafe ; and the body of the
nation groans in fervitude. The example of Den-
mark has been hitherto an ufelefs leffon to the Po-
lith nobles. Wherever the great have tyrannically
trampled upon the people, the latter have reven-
, ged themfelves by giving up their oppreflors into
the hands of an abfolute Monarsch. That all men
are born upon a footing of equality, is a truth
which will never be eradicated from the human
mind ; and if an inequality of condition is become

" neceffary, it muft be alleviated by the enjoyment
of natural liberty, and equal laws. A Polith
noble, whatever crime he has committed, cannot
be taken into cuftody, till he has been condemned -
in an affemibly of all the eftates of the realm;
which is, in effe@, farnithing him with all ima-

- ginable means to efcape. They have-a law among

them,
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them, which is itfelf more fhocking than the mur-
der it was intended to prevent. If a noble kills
one of his own flaves, he is to lay fifteen livres
upon the grave of the deceafed ; but if the pea-
fant belongs to another noble, the laws of- honour
only’ oblige him to give another. The maxim of
an ox for an ox, is the avowed principle of the
whole proceeding. A ‘

The right of the liberum veto makes a fingle noble
more powerful than the whole republic. He can,
with a word, defeat, the unanimous refolution of

the whole nation; and’ if he leaves the place where

the diet is held, the affembly muft inftantly fepa-
rate. - The Tribunes of Rome had anciently the
fame power, but their number was very {mall,
and their magiftracy inftituted for the protection
of the people; whereas, in a Polith diet, thereare
three or four hundred Tribunes, created, it would
feem, on purpofe to opprefs them.

The republic has taken all forts of precautions
to preferve at leaft an equality among its nobles.
There are few countries that can fhew fuch exten-
five lordfhips; and yet there are none that have
titles annexed to them ; French cooks, and the titles
of Marquis and Count were introduced into Poland
at the fame time ; and none but fervants and flat-
terers ever give thefe Marquiffes and Counts their
titles. The Holy Empire has filled Europe with
Princes ; a title,- which, at its firft rife, about the
time of Frederick II. was taken only by Lords of
extenfive territories ; but is now beftowed at a much
eafier rate upon foreigners, as well as natives, and
upon fome Poles among the reft. The families of
Fablonowfki, Lubomirfki, Radziwil, Doenoff, Offo-
Iinfki, and Sulkowfki, need not have been fo fond
of this German ornament. Be this as it will, the
republic fets no fort of value upon it. The only
Princes that are acknowledged as fuch in the ar-

E 3 ticles
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ticles of union with Lithuania, are the families of

Czgrtorifki, Sangufko, and Wiefnowie/ki ; and yge

their title of Highnefs does not give them a higher
rank. The loweft Caltellan takes place of a Prince
who has no office, that the Poles may learn to

‘refpect the republic more than birth and citles.

Even they, whofe rank is owing to the dignities
they poffels, muft confine themfelves within the li-
mits of their condition. The Primate, who pre-
fided at the election of Auguftus II. having erected
a canopy over his arm-chair, was forced to pull it
down :he fame day. And yet, notwithftanding all
thefe precautions, nothing can be more eringing
than the lower nobility to the higher. It is true,

.'the former have their revenge, whenever the latter

aim at popularity, which means no more than
forming a party in the petty diets, either for the
management of the ordinary affairs of the province,
or for the elc&ion of a King.

The kingdom being eleGtive, it might naturally

"be fuppofed, that the Pepple, who are the moft nu-

merous, and the moft neceffary part of the ftate,
fhould have fome fhare in the eleftion; and yet
they have not any, but mpft take the King that
the nobles give them, and would think them-
felves abundantly happy, in not being loaded with
chains of iron in the very arms of liberty. Who-

; ever is not nobly- born, is a mere cypher in the

city, or a flaye ip the copntry ; and it is certain,
that every ftate is undone, where the Plebeian hag
no poffibility of rifing, but by overturning the whols
confticution. In confequence of the flavery of the
people, Poland has very few artificers or tradef-

‘men; and thefe few are Scotchmen, French, or

Jews. In all their wars, they are forced to hire -
foreign engineers : there is no fuch thing among
them as a fchool for painting : architetture is yet

10 its infancy ; and theatrica] entertainments they

have
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have none. They write hiftory without tafte, know
lictle of the mathematics, and lefs of true phile-
fophy : they hive no public building of any note,
and not one great city in all the kingdom : even
‘Warfaw does not contain fixty thoufand fouls. Such
was the ftate of France itfelf. under the feudal go-
vernment; for what can be expelted from any
country, where the weight of the nobility cruthes
every thing ? ’

The honour of being ranked among the Polith
nobles has been folicited by feveral Princes. The
nephews of King Stephen Battori obtained it; and -
it muft be confefitd, that no ftate can fhew fo
numerous a nobility, of the highe(t antiquity ; the
pedigrees of all the principal families beginning
earlier than the tenth century ().

Nothing can be more pompous and ftately than
the Polifh Lords. Their wives have adopted the
French fafhions, without having the arts which mi-
nifter to luxury 3 but it muft not be fuppofed that
this magnificence implies the ftate to berich. On
the contrary, it is not.the Plebeians only that fuffer.
For, while about thirty Palatines, a hundred Caf-
tellans and Starofts, the bench of Bithops, and the
great officers of the crown, live like Afiatic Sa-
traps; there are a hundred thoufand of the pc'trﬂ ‘
nobles, who get neceffaries as they can; and with ]
all their liberty, and all their pride, are not athamed
of entering into the fervice of the great Lords, and
earning wages from them in the. loweft ftations.

When one of thefe noblemen in livery commits a

fault, he undergoes the difcipline of the ‘cancbou *; *The whip.
but out of refpect to his pedigree, he is furnifhed with

a cuthion to kneel on.  Some of them would have

applied themfelves to commerce, by way of deli-
verance from fuch meannefs ; bat it was declared by

-

' ( @) Okoliki, Orbis Polonus, -
‘ E 4 a con-
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a conftitution made in 16%7%, that commerce degrad-
ed nobility, With all this, the meaneft nobleman
in Poland thinks himfelf fuperior to all the nobi-
lity in Europe: and yet, this nobility which he is
fo proud of, is fometimes beftowed by the repub-
lic upon flight grounds enough, when a foreigner
obtains an act of naturalization. A Jew, who turns
Chriftian, and is baptized, is almoft fure of being

ennobled, if he can procure a few friends; and then

he may make as much noife in the provincial diets,

" as the blood of the Jagellons.

An hiftorian is obliged to dwell much upon
the nobility of Poland, becaufe the people go for
nothing.  The privilege that'is in greateft efteem
with them, but of the leaft ufe, is that of electing
the King. The crown is generally fold by the
mobles to the beft bidder ; and though, at the time
of eleion, they call out loudly for Princes that
will govern well ; yet, fince the reign of Cafimir
the Great, they have ranfacked Hungary, Tran-
fylvania, France, and Germany, in queft of foe
reigners, entirely unacquainted with the manners,

- prejudices, language, interefts, laws and cuftoms

of the kingdom. ’ '

Whoever was to fee a King of Poland in all the
pomp of regal dignity, would take him for the moft
opulent and defpotic of monarchs; and yet he is
neither one, nor the other. The republic allows
him no more than fix hundred thoufand crowns
for the expences of his houthold ; and in all dif-
putes, the Poles invariably pronounce the King to
be in the wrong. As he prefides in-all councils,
and iffues out all decrees, they call him the moutb,
not the foul of the republic ; and compare him to
the King of the bees, which, according to the an-
cient naturalifts, has no fting. They keep a can-
ftant watch over his adminiftration; and four Se-
nators are -appoin_ted to- attend himn every where,

- ‘ “upon
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upon-pain of a pecuniary forfeit. His Chancellor
‘refufes to put the feal to whatever he thinks wrong :
his High-Chamberlain has a right. to fearch Exs
perfon, and therefore the King always gives that of-
fice to a favourite. His fubje@ts forgive in each
other what they would think unpardonable in him’;
they are always holding up againft him the buckler
of that liberty. which they grofsly abufe them-
felves ; and it is common with them to fay to
other nations, /7e¢ have a King, but a King bas
you. 2 o _
Yet thefe very- men, who are fo haughty to
their Prince, can compliment one another in the
language of flaves; fuch as, 7 profirate myfelf at
your feet 5 I put myfelf under the fole of your fboes ;
and they fubmit patiently to an exclufion of a very
mortifying fort. When the King dines in public,
foreign Ambaffadors are admitted to his table, . and
the grandees of the kingdom who keep his hands
tied up, are employed in ferving him. Poland is
perhaps the only kingdom in the world, where the
King has not a right of coining, being deprived
of this privilege by the republic. -

" And yet, a King of Poland, limited as he is, -

may act an important part, if he will content him-
felf with doing good, without having a power to do
harm.” He not only difpofes, like other fovereigns,

of all the great offices of ftate, of bifhoprics and .

abbeys, which laft are moft of them held in com-
mendam; (for the republic has taken care that
Monks, who have made a vow to renounce riches,
and . given up their rank in civil life, thould be
fupplied only with neceffaries) but he is pofiefied
of another treafure which is never to be exhaufted.
_ A third part of this large kingdom is royal de-
mefne, under the names of renytes, advocatefbips,
and fargfties, from the value of feven thoufand
livres a year, up to a hundred thoufand.  This
‘ royal

B
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foyal Demefne, as the King cannot appropriate it ta

_himfelf, he is obliged to give away; and it is not

tran{mitted from father to fon by the recommenda-
tion of merit only. Itis a common faying, that
there is not 2a hour in the day, in which the King
of Poland has_not fome favour to beftow.

To complete this fketch of Poland, it is necef-
fary to give a fhort account of it’s moft diftinguifhed
Kings. The herd of princes need not be dragged
out of the obfcurity that covers them ; but Poland
can boaft of a greater number of intelligent, active,
and indefatigable Governors than any other ftate:
and it is not indebted to chance for this advantage,
bat derives it from the nature of it’s conftitution.
Ever fince the fourteenth century, Poland has ele&ed
it’s own Kings, and thercfore has not been govern-
ed by children born with a crown upon their heads,
before they have any virtues ; and inheriting a pri-
vilege of flumtering upon the throne in mature age.
A King of Poland is obliged to act in perfon in the
fenate, in the diets, and at the head of armies.

If military virtues engrofs all our admiration, the
Poles have had almoft as many great Princes as
Sovereigns. But if we reckon only thofe who have
aimed at promoting the profperity and happinefs of
the nation, the number muft be confiderably dimi-
nithed.

Leck, the founder of the nation, prevailed upon
the Poles to leave off wandering in forefts for a fixed
and civilized life. His character is not tranfmitted
to us in hiftory; but we know in general, that all
founders of empires have had good heads, and ac-
tive vigorous {pirits : and Leck muft have ftood in
need of both, to govern favages who were acquaint-
ed only with the equality of a ftate of nature.

VIL cen-  Cracus gave them their firt ideas of juftice, by

E tury.
© 1. clafs,

erecting tribunals to decide the differences of private
perfons, By this means, order fucceeded in the
’ place
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e of licentionfuefs; and the tontb of fo great a
benefactor was long honoured by the idolatrous in-
habitants of Cracow, as the Palladium of the
city (a). . -

t%’.ia/{t:augln: them virtue by prattifing it himfelf; 1x. cen-
and inculcated, by the foft arts of perfuafion and tury.
example, what he could not inforce by autherity, Il. claf.
His reign was fpent in peace, and his barbarians be-
gun to%:: formed into members of civil fociety (5).
"~ Zismovit, who was of a more martial turn, taught IX. cen~
them military difcipline. Till his time, like tor-tary- -
rents which quickly leave the lands they overfiow, I cla-
they had been accuftamed only to temporary iscur.
flons: but they now learnt to ftand firm in battle, to
conquer by refifting their enemics, and to keep what
they had once fubdued (¢). SN

Boleflas Chrobri 1aboured to reform thei rmanners, x. cen-
to extirpate their prejudices, and regulate their cou- tary.
rage, which was too apt to make a cruel ufe of vic. 1I. clafi,
sory. Being full of humanity himfelf, he accuftom-
ed them to confider their fovereign as a common fa-
ther ; and obedience became an eafy duty (d).

Cafimir I. gave them a glimpfe of fcience and li- X1, cen~
gerature in a favage climate, where ignorance had al- wry.
ways reigned (¢). The rude manner in which the li- 1. clas.
beral arts were at firlt cultivated by the Poles, could
produce no better fruits, till the arrival of more fa-
yourable feafons. Even to this day, the literary pro-
duétions of Poland are fomewhat harth: but time,
which ripens every thing, will finifh even here what
it has already brought to perfetion in other cli-
mates. : -

Cafimir 11. who did not acquire the appellation of XII. cens
Jjuf without deferving it, protected the country-people [, -
‘againft the tyranny of the nobles. That wreeched ™

" (a) Dluglofl lib. 1. p. 50. (%) Cromer. lib. 2. p. 40.
c) Chronic. Pol. tom. 1. p. 4.  (4) Hartknoch. lib.1. p. 65.
{¢) Sarnic. Anpal. Pol. lib. 6. cap. 8.

. . ~ . ¥a~c¢
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tace was obliged to furnith every nobleman, who tra~
velled, with lodging, provifions, horfes, and all
other neceflaries for his journey. The King abolith-
ed this impofition (4); and if the nobility had
thought as generoufly of fome of their monarchs,
there would now be no fuch thing as flavery in
Poland. K
x1V.cen-  Cafimir 111 or Cafimir the Great, called alfo tke
wry.  Kirg of the Peafants, attempted to fet them at li-
Il clafs. berty; but not being able to fucceed in his attempt,
he gave them an ufeful hint, when they came to com-
& plain 1o him of their grievances, by afking if they
had no fticks, nor ftones at home to ufe in their own
defence. The obftinate refolution of the Polifh no-
bility to keep the people in flavery, could neither be
conquered by the authority of Yope Alexander IIL:
who declared, in the name of a council, that all
Chriftians ought to be free ; nor by the example of
France and England, where feudal tyranny is abo-
lithed ; nor by the republican form of government,
which is fo oppofite to every thing that has the air
of flavery. But Cafimir had the greateft fuccefs in
every other branch of the adminiitration. It is to
him that Poland owes its firft fortrefles, but the na-
tion has never been fenfitle of that-advantage, fince
inftead of increafing their number, they are fuffered
to go to ruin. 1 he fame Prince exerted his utmoft
efforts to extirpate barbarifm from the domain of the
liberal arts. In his time, new cities were raifed,
which furnithed models to rebuild the old ones : the
public monuments that were then erelted were as
elegant as the age would admit of. Heinvited into
the kingdom the ableft mafters, who unfortunately
had no abilities at all (#). If he had lived two cen- -
turies later, about the time of I.co X. Poland in all
probability weuld not have been what itis at prefent.

. {a) Dleglefs. p. 5)2. ¢¢) Sarnic. Annal. Pol p, 147"
. Ciower. p. 319
' It
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It was he alfo who obferved, that the original fyftem
of laws was no longer adapted to the interefts or man-
ners of Poland, and therefore formed a new body, by
which the kingdom'is governed to this time. He had
all the great qualities of Auguftus, and more valour,
His fubjeéts decreed him the honours of the tri-
umph, a cuftom which begat heroes among the na-
tions of antiquity, who confidered emulation as one
of the principal fprings of the ftate. Cafimir was
the laft of the Piafts, a family which reigned five
hundred and twenty-eight years.

Fagellon, the head of the third race, kept up, and

even added to, the improvements which his prede-
ceffors had made. He did what he pleafed with a

nation, whofe growing liberty, by being always upon

it’s guard againft régal encroachments, muft have
made government a much more difficult thing than
ufual. His fubjets were furprized at the gentlenefs
of his manners; for while he was only Duke of Li-
thuania, he had ftartled all the north by putting his
uncle to death: but he changed all at once, and
being eleted to govern a free people, he found him-
felf under a happy neceflity of being a good King,
He tried his ftrength in war againft that of .Sigif-
mund, who, after being buried alive in a dungeon
eighty feet deep, was taken out at the end of fix
months, in order to join his own crown of Hungary
to thofe of Bohemia and the Empire. Fagellon might
have deprived him of the former, for it was offered
to the Polifh King by the Hungarians themfelves ;
but he chofe to decline the victory which he was upon
the point of gaining, for fear of difmembering the
territories of Poland, by being too eager to enlarge
them (). Itis futprizing, that an ele&ive crown,
for fuch it was now become, fhould continue in his
family for near four hundred years; while in other

(@) Nepglbaver. hift, Pol. p. 238,
. ' countries
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countries hereditary thrones were filled by foreigrt
families: which fhews how little the event of things
_correfponds to the expectations of human wifdom.

XIV.cen» Uladiflas V1. fon of Fagellon, was only ten years
try.  old when he was raifed to the erown; a ftrange
choice in a nation which might have beftowed it’s
crown upon a Hero of mature abilities; but they
difcovered an heroic foul already beaming through
the infancy of the young King. The republic ap-
pointed as many regents as it had provinces; and
more than one Burrbus undertook the tafk of in-
firuting the man of the nation. At the age of
eighteen, he took into his own hands the reins of
government ; ard though he held them only twa
years, he fhewed pimfelf equal to the greateft Kings.
e triumphed over the whole power of the houfe of
- Auftria; got the crown of Hungary to be fet upon
his own head, and was the firft King of Poland that
ventured to contend with the fortune of the Qttaman
Empire. Amurath II. having laid wafte Tranfylva-
pia and Servia, was menacing Hungary and all Eu-
rope; when the young King put a flop to his con-
quefts, and forced him to fue for peace, which was
“reciprocally fworn to upon the Bible and the Alcos
ran: but the Pope broke the compact, and his le-
: . ite, Cardinal Julian Cefarini, abfolved the King
= from the guilt of perjury. With fuch aufpices, Ula-
‘ , diflas marched towards the Black Sea, entered Bul-
garia, and with twenty-five thoufand Peles, attacked
the Sultan, whom he found near Varns, at the head
of a hundred thoufand Turks. At the firft onfet
the Muffulmen gave way, when the Sultan, taking
out of his bofom the violated treaty, and fixing it on
the top of a lance, called upon God, the Avenger

of penury, to punifh this breach of the law of na
L tions (4). No fooner had he finifhed his prayer, than

(4) Samic. kb, 7. chap. 6. Dlaghof. p. 793 .
: 2 having,
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havisg rallied his retiring troops, the Turkith en< ’
thufiafm was rekindled, the right wing of the Chri-
tian army gave way, the diforder increafed every mo-
ment, Uladiflas fell dead upon the fpot; and his
head being cut off by a Janiffary, and carried from
rank to rank, madde the rout complete (z). He was
hardly twenty years old at his death; and Poland,
equally dreading the future, and grieved at the paft,
pever fhed tears of deeper forrow. The hiftorians
agree in faying that, notwithftanding the vivacity of
his paffions, his virtues were never tarnithed with any
vice. If he broke his treaty with Amurath, it was
then the common opinion that faith was not to be
kept with infidels. The legate, who fan&ified thiy
act of perjury, was drowned in crofling a river,
The tears of the nation were not wholly dried up XvL cen-

till the reign of Sigifmund I. who had the fingylar tury.
good fortune of being declared King by acclamation, III- clafs.
without any divifion of fuffrages (). Great men th:?:f .
poflefs the art of fixing fortune; and Sigifmund ob- jon,,
tained of her another favour, which was that of de-
molithing the power of a religious order that had

laid wafte Poland for three centuries. . The knights

of the Teutonic order, being expelled Paleftine,

where their bufinefs was to take care of the fick, had

met with an afylum in Poland in the reign of Bo-

leftas V. and fhewed the moft indcfatigaglc zeal to XIII, cen.
convert Pruffia to the Chriftian faith, becaufe, be-tury.

ing more dextrous in the ufe of the fword than of I Chff
“the crofs, they ufurped the fovereignty of that caun- g piags.
try, which belonged to Poland. Here they forged ‘
the thunaders which were fo often let loofe upon their
benefactrefs; every reign, after that of Boleflas, hav-

ing fuffered by them more or lefs. It was computed,

that, under Cafimir IV. a war of twelve years only

had occafioned the conflagration of eightcen thou~

(4) Dlvgloft p.808 and 815 ' (5) Neuglbaver. lib. 7. ;
—_— - , fan



64

-

/

HISTORY of JOHN SOBIESK{
find villages, and the bloodthed of three hundred
thoufand men. So extenfive a fcene of defolation,
and fo many viétims facrificed to their ambition,
made no impreffion upon the members of this reli-
gious order. They had murdered in cold blood
more than ten thoufand of the inhabitants of Dant-
zick, without fparing women or children(a); and
had beheaded, at a public feaft, a numerous body of
nobles, for refufing to join in their a&s of violence:
Uladiflas Loketek, Jagellon, and Cafimir, had at-
tacked this hydra, which continually acquired freth
ftrength ; but at length, it was extermindted by Si-

ifmund, who thereby delivered Poland from the
ﬁeavicﬂ: fcourge it ever fclt. The uncommon ftrength
of body which Sigifmund pofiefled, infomuch that
he could break in pieces the ftrongeft metals, made
him pafs for the Hercules of his time (%) ; and the
ftrength of his mind was no way inferior. He lived-
to the age of eighty-two, vi€torious in almoft all his
undertakings, and refpeéted by the fovereigns of his
‘time, who were all cautious of offending him, not
excepting cven Soliman himfelf, who fhewed that
regard upon no other occafion. Under him weré
formed the many great captains who did honour to
their country, fuch as the Duke of Oftrog, Kami-
niecki, Firley, Lanczoronfki, Zaremba, Sienawiki;
‘Tarnowfki, and Pretfiz. It was a queftion that
could not be decided at that time, whether Francis 1.
Charles V. or Sigifmund, was the greateft monarch;
but the latter was perhaps fuperior te the other two;
by being more folicitous for the happinefs of his fub-
je&s than his own glory, by applying himfelf with
tnremitted induftry to make his fubjetts better men
than even their laws required, their manners more
fociable, their cities more flourifhing, their public
buildings more elegant,. the houfes of the nobles

(a) Dluglo_ﬁ'. P- 949.
() Paftor ab Hirtenberg. p. 207. Ctomer. p. 68.
o more
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more commodious, the country better cultivated,
arts and fciences more honoured, and even their re-
ligion more refined (2). :

Of all his fucceflors, none refembled him more . 1575.
than Stepben Battori, Prince of Tranfylvania, who!V. das.

was-eleGted to the crown of Poland, after the abdi-
cation of Henry de Valois. He made it arule with
himfelf to difpofe of all honours and employments
according to merit. He reformed the manifold
abufes which had crept into the adminifiration of juf-
tice. He enalted military laws, which have intro-
duced among the Poles and Coffacks all the difci-
pline that they will probably ever be capable of.
He maintained peace within the kingdom, and kept
in awe the Tartars, Mufcovites, and Coffacks. His
reign lafted ten years, a fpace long enough for his
own glory, but too fhort for the good of the re-
public. S
Sigifmund III. Prince of Sweden, fucceeded him Y. .

in the throne, but did not fupply his place, having v. 2.6

neither the fame great qualities, nor the fame good
. fortune. He loft an hereditary kingdom to’ gain an
elective one; and mifled a fair opportunity of con-
quering Mufcovy, and perhiaps of recovering Swe-
den. He fuffered Guftavus Adolphus to deprive Po-
land of the cities of Elbing, and Marienburg, and Li-
vonia, one of it’s fineft provinces. He had, in thort,
two faults, which generally occafion great misfor-
tunes; he was very filly, and very obftinate. -

(a) Cromer. p. 702 and 709.

End 6f tke FirsT Boo;{.
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IN the year 1629, when Sigifmund III. reigned
in Poland, Lewis XIII, in France, the unfor-
tunate Charles 1. in England, the victorious Guf-
tavus Adolphus in Sweden, was born John Sobief-
ki, the fubjet of the following hiftory. At the
time when Poland was drawn into thofe wars,
which. lafted till the end of that century, her de-
fender came into the world, in the caftle of Olenf-
ko, a fmall town in the Palatinate of Ruffia. So-
biefki was defcended from two families, whofe
origin the Polith genealogifts, full as adventurous
as thofe of France, have placed high in the ob-
fcure ages of antiquity. Itis a truth of greater
certainty, that in both thefe families there has been -
a fucceflion of virtues, infinitely more valuable
than the higheft pedigree. "
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KING of POLAND.
“The famous Zolkiewfki, grandfather to Sobi-
elki by the mother’s fide, defeated the Mufco-
vites in 1610, took prifoner the Czar Bafilius, and
brought him to Sigifmund III. (2). The monu-
ments of this victory were ftill to be feen upon
the cielings of the caftle of Warfaw, when the
Czar Peter was called into Poland, to defend
King Auguflus againft Charles XII. The Czar
thought proper to deftroy them, but the teftimony

of hiftory cannot be fupprefled. In the year

1620, Zolkiew{ki forced his way through a hundred
thoufand Turks and Tartars, who invefted him
in Moldavia, and was retreating before this formi-
dable hoft, which purfued and haraffed him dur-
sng a march of a hundred leagues. Having reached
the frontiers of Poland, upon the banks of the
Niefter, a flow ftill river, known to Ovid by the
name of Tyras (4), he little expected to be be-
trayed by his own men. His cavalry, tired with
looking death in the face fo long, took the firft
opportunity to efcape by {wimming acrofs the river,
and abandoned in this manner the General, and
the foot. His fon, who was with him in the ar-
my, befought him to provide for his own fafety,
but he anfwered, that the republic bad entrufted to
his cere the whole army. The foot that remained
were cut to pieces before his face ; his fon ex-
pired in his fight; he himfelf was covered with
wounds, and furvived only a few hours, to die with
greater horror. The Turkith General cut off his
head, and fent it to the feraglio, to revive the
fpirits of the Ottoman Empire (¢). The head
was afterwards redeemed, and the father and fon

(a) Lenguich, Hikt. Pol. p. 117.
(6) Nullo tardicr amne Tyras.

Ex Poato, lib. iv. epift. 10. v. 50.
(¢) Lengnich, p. 125,

) O] buried
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buried together in.the fame grave, with this Latin
infcription, ’

Exoriare aliguis, noftris ex offibucy ultor.

May an. avenger arife out of our afthes! There

“ ftill remained one fon, who attempted to difcharge

that duty ; and attacked the Tartars with a courage
greatly fuperior to his forces, which confilted only
of a fmall troop raifed at his own expence ; but he
was foon overpowered by numbers ; and lofing his
life in the attempt, was, after the battle, buried
with his fr.eads. :

The glory of avenging the Zolkiewfkis, was
referved for Sobie(ki, their defcendant by the fe-
male line ; who rever read, without emotion, the
infcription that exhorted him to vengeance. The
republic did not. think their merit fufficiently re-
compenced by this family monument; but know-

- ing that immortality is both a reward, and an in-

centive to heroic altions, erefted a pyramid, hi-
therto refpecled by the Turks and even the Tar-
tars, upon the fpot. where this noble blood was
fpilt. The defign was to inculcate upon pofterity
the glorious leffon of dying in defence of their
country. The infeription, compofed in four lan-
guages, is ftill legible.

“The hiftory of the Zolkiewfkis would furnifh

us with many an aét of heroifm, if it came with--
in our defign: and it is not only in his mother’s
- family, that John Sobiefki found heroes to imi-

tate. :
His grandfather by the father’s fide, Mark So-
biefki, Palatine of Lublin, left his grandfon many
great exploits to copy. To him was owing the
happy event of the battle, in which Michael, Hof-
podar of Moldavia, was defeated. The Poles were
going to take a route, by which the whole army
would have been expofed to utter deftruction from
5 the
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the want of provifions, and'the fire of the enemy;
when Sobiefki pointed out to them another way
which led to vitory; and fhewed, by his beha-
viour in the aion, that he could execute as well
as advife. He defeated alfo the rebellious Dant-
zickers in 1577, near the town of Dirchaw (a),
and threw himfelf into the Viftula in purfuit of
their General, whom he came up with, and flew
with his own hand in the midft of the river. This
exploit was performed in the prefence of the
* King, who declared more than once, that if it ® Stephen
thould ever be neceffary to rifk the fate of Poland ™
upon a fingle combat, as the fortune of Rome was
once entrufted to the Horatii, he fhould not he-
firate a moment to chufe the Palatine of Lublin,
The intrepid Palatine met his death at the attack
of Sokol, a Ruffian fortrefs which the Poles took
by ftorm.  Such was the grandfather of John So-
biefki; and his father, James Sobiefki, was not
a degenerate fon. Before he rofe to any great
office, he was four times chofe Marfhal of tie diet,
and confidered as the buckler of liberty. When he
came into the fenate, it was to fill the fecond place
in it, as Caftellan of Cracow, an officer who is
‘greatly advanced beyond his own rank, fo as to
‘take place even of the Palatines. When the Pof-
polite is aflfembled, he has the honour of heading
the nobility, to the prejudice of the Palatine of
Cracow ; a diftinction acquired as the reward of a
victory, in which the Palatine run away, while his
Licutenant, the Caftellan, ftood his ground, and
" defeated the enemy. He is alfo the firft Lay-Sena-
tor, as the Primate is the head of the ecclefiaftics,
and both have the title of Highnefs. '

James Sobiefki was qualified to ferve the repub-
lic in more capacities than one ; for the Polifh Se-

(2) A town of Prufia in the Palatinate of Culm.
Fi3 - nators’
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“nators are in this refpeét formed upon the model
of thofe of ancient Rome, and equally knowing

in arms and law. Paland will long remember the
famous battle of Choczin (a), fought in 1621, in
which the young Prince Uladiflas, fon of King Si-
gifmund I11. had the title of Commander in Chief,
but the bufinefs was in fact done by James Sobiefki,
in the abfence of the Grand-General.  Two hun-
dred thoufand Turks and Tartars were defeated in

that attion by fixty-five thoufand Poles and Cof-

facks; and the hero of the day, being as able a
negociator as he was a General, was fent to Con-
ftantinople to fign the peace, which the Porte was
seduced to folicit. As often as the republic want-
ed a man of abilities in foreign courts, in Swe-
den, France, and Italy, Sobiefki was the perfon

. pitched upon, and the event always juftified- the

choice. By his marriage with Theophila Zolkiew/-
ka, daughter of the Great Zolkiewfki, and heirefs
of the vaft eftates pofiefled by .that powerful family
in the Palatinate of Ruflia (4), he had two fons,
Mark and §obn, whofe education he confidered as
a duty indifpenfably incumbent upon himfelf, and
took a large fhare of it. Though fully employed
in the Senate and the army, he negletted not the
ftudy of letters, well knowing that Czfar wrote his
Commentaries, while he was fubduing Gaul. There
are now extant, in the libraries of Poland, feveral

(a) A town of Mo'davia upon the Niefter,

(6) Thefe eflates were much more cunfiderable than the
dominions of many fovereign Princes in It.ly and Germany.
The manor of Zolkiew, a fortified town with a caftle belong-
ing to it, includes more than a hundred and .hfty villages;
that of Zloczow, another fortified place, contains as many ;
befides Olefko, which would alone make ths foriune of the
firft nobleman in France : the whole is near twenty leagues in
extent.  Such was formerly the opulence of the French noble:,
till extravagance, crufading, aod minifterial policy have at
lengih brought it to nothing,

treatifes
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treatifes -of James Sobiefki’s ; and whoever writes
for the public, though but indifferently, gives al-
ways a proof of fuperior a&tivity of mind. There
are alfo in the palace of Villanow, two leagues from
Warfaw, feveral pieces of painting and fculpture,
much admired by the Poles, done by Italian artifts,
whom Sobiefki hired with a view of introducing
tafte among his countrymen. At the bottom of
each piece are verfes taken out of Virgil’s Geor-
gics, to explain the fubje@® ; which, though it be
a fuperfluous oftentation of learning, and favours

of Gothic aukwardnefs, becaufe the figures fhould -

explain themfclves, yet it thews at leaft the erudi-
tion of the perfon who could make ufe of this ex-
pedient. ‘

A father of, this chara&er was very capable of
forming his fons. Before they learnt languages, he
took care they fhould be acquainted with things;
and talked to them of juftice, beneficence, and re-
fpect for the laws, as frequently as of military
glory. He gradually laid open to them the inter-
efts of Poland, and accultomed them infenfibly to
defend thofe interefts both in writing and fpeaking :
talents which are ufelefs under an abfolute govern-
ment, but neceffary in a republic. He laboured
particularly to form in them that habit of appli-
cation which he pofleflfed himfelf, and without
which there will never be any fuch thing as a
great man.

The eldeft fon, Mark, was of a mild temper,
a docile difpofition, cut out to be a mother’s
favourite ; and if he had lived long, would have
had the fate of Efau, who bowed down before
his younger brother. ' '

Fobn was of a lively, ardent, impetuous tem-
per, ftrongly bent upon whatever he fet his mind
on, greedy of praife, and more eafily wrought up-
on by difgrace than punifhment. If the memoirs

. F 4 : of
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of his childhood were extant, we might perhaps
difcover, even in that carly age, the firlt rays of
‘the glory with which he afterwards fhone; but
poflibly we fhould find nothing but the common
occurrences of childhood ; for men, like fruits,
thew themfelves only in their proper feafon.

The Poles have not the vanity to think, that
every thing worth feeing or knowing may be met
with in their own country When the two brothers
were grown up, they fet out upon their travels,
‘and France was the country where they made the
longeft {hy They arrived there, at the time when
the young Duke of Anguien, afterwards known
by the name of the Great Conde, had already won
three battles : and the two brothers declared, that
they - thought his vi€lories over veteran Generals
fet him in a greater light, than his being born a

Prince of the blood. At the fame period, France

‘was entering into the civil war of the Fronde, in

order to difplace a fingle Minifter, inftead of turn-

her attention to make laws to reftrain the power

ot all Minifters. John Sobicefki, who had already
juft ideas of government, frequently faid after-
wards, that he was pnzzlcd to account for their
not affembling the ftates of the kingdom, ‘accord-
ing to the Pc] th cuftom. The man, whom for-

‘tunc had deftined to be a King, was now one of

the muflctecrs of France, At that time there was
only one company of them, eflzablifhed by LewisXIII.

‘in ‘1622, and long called the graud i _//eteer: ;' the
‘other company was in the fervice of Cardinal Ma-

zarin, before it entered into that of the ftate,

In the countries which the two brothers vifited
a'ter their lc(.vmg Frarce, next to the knowledge
of manners ard national interefts, they applied
themfclves to the ftudy of lanomues, which are
aiways learnt beft and fooneft from the nations
that fpeak them, "The youncrcr brother became fq

8 pef-

A aaa
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perfe€t a mafter of fix, that each might eafily be
taken for his mother tongue. " The firft object of
their curiofity was Paris, and the laft ‘Conftanti-
nople ; where they prolonged their ftay, with a
view of being thoroughly acquainted with a power
that was {o often at war with Poland. .

Little did the Porse imagine that its armies would
one day fly before the youngeft of thefe inquifitive
youths.  Being now furnithed with what know-
ledge they could collet in Europe, they had formed
a {cheme of penetrating into Afia, when receiving
information that a war was kindled upon the fron-
tiers of Poland, they thought themfelves obliged,
above all things, to fly to the defence of their
country. In all republics this is the leading vir-
tue, and the two brothers obeyed its dictates ; but
they had not the fatisfattion of being received in
the embraces of a father, who had inftru&ted them,
both by precept and example. . Sobiefki was lately
dead, and had left his fons an inheritance of greater
value, in the memory of his virtues, than in his
vaft poficflions. .

The throne of Poland was at this time filled by Yesr 164%
Cafimir V. a Pyince, who from a Jefuit became a
Cardinal, and from a Cardinal, a King. He was
brother to Uladiflas VII. who had fpent the fixteen
years of his reign in" acquiring the love of his fub-
jeéts ; and they were both fons of Sigifmund IIL
‘who would have done admirably well in a private
ftation, but was a very indifferent King.

Scarce was Cafimir crowned, when he faw his
kingdom become a prey to the Coffacks; a people
who formerly inhabited the iflands made by the ri-
ver Boryfthenes, where they profefied the trade of
piracy, and lived wholly by plunder; but they
were taught a better, and more reputablé manner of
life by Stephen Battori, King of Poland, who by
this, and the other forvices he did them, fixed them

) : 0
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in the interefts of his crown. They were formed by
him into a military corps of forty thoufand men,
and fettled in Lower Podolia, and Lower Volhi-
nia, with a view of being employed chiefly againft

“the Tartars and Mufcovites, the natural enemies

of Poland. He afterwards incorporated them with
colonies, which he fent to people and cultivate the -
country, now called the Ukraine; a territory of a
hundred leagues long, and nearly the fame breadth,
divided by the Boryfthenes into two almoft equal
parts. Of all the great things that Battori had
done, this was perhaps the moft ufeful; fince by
this means he fecured the frontiers of the kingdom,
and doubted its military ftrength : he cultivated,
for its benefit, a barren fpot, which grew to be the
moft fertile of all countries: in fhort, he increafed
its dominions with a new kingdom.

But the violence of powerful individuals has
more than once fubverted the profperity of ftates.
The Polifh nobles in the Palatinates bordering upon
the Ukraine, would needs treat the Coffacks as their
flaves; and accordingly violated their privileges,
invaded their property, and wounded them in a
ftill more fenfible part, by demolifhing the Greek
churches, where they ferved God in their own way.
Uladiflas VII. King of Poland, was weak enough
to connive at thefe alts of injuftice ; and a faithful
people was by this means drove into rebellion ; but
being totally defeated, they were forced to fave
what remained of the nation, by giving up their
General Pauluk, who was beheaded, notwithftand-
ing a promife had been given to fave his life (2).

A new crime, committed by the Poles, furnifhed
the Coffacks with another General, in the perfon
of Chmilienfki, a man who lived peaceably upon
the poffeffions he inherited from his father, increaf-

(a) ngnich, p-158. ’
T ed
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ed by the addition of fome deferted lands, which
he had improved by cultivation, and the erettion
of new mills. A Polith noble, named Fatin/i,
who had a command in the Ukraine, envied the
Coffack his fortune, and attempted to make it his
own; but meeting with refiftance, he burnt Chmili-
eniki’s mills, ravithed his wife, and maflfacred her
upon the bleeding body of her fon. The unhap-
py father, and injured hufband, applied to the -
King for juftice, and he was joined by a numerous
multituge, who had heavy complaints te make;
but no redrefs conld be obtained.

. A refufal of juftice, or any fimilar a&t of op-
preffion, only draws tears from a nation, whofe fpi-
rit is fubdued by having long wore the chain.
But a haughty people, who can diftinguifh beétween
obedience and flavery, never quench their anger
but in blood.

No fooner was-this fire kindled, than Uladif- vear 1643.
las died ; and Chmilienfki, with greater fury than
prudence, advanced with his Coffacks into the heart
of Poland, put all the nobles to the fword, but
fpared the peafants, gained a compleat victory over
the Polith army at Pilawiecz, in Little Poland,
marched to L.eopol, the capital of Red Ruffia,
which furiendered, to fave itfelf from the horrors
of being taken by ftorm, and fpread the alarm to
Cracow itlelf, from whence the crown was removed
to a place of greater fafety. The Coffack took
care to retaliate the injuries he had fuffered, by
marking his progrefs with murder, rape, and con- .
flagration 3 nor in this torrent of fury did he for-
get to avenge the infult offered to his religion, by
forcing the Priefts wherever he came to marry
puas, and conform to the Greek ritual (4),.

(a) Paftor. Hitt, Pol, p 138 & 192..
. . If
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If a regifter was to be kept, of all the crimes
which efc1pc being punifthed upon " earth, both
by divine and human juftice, it would encourage
villains to be ftill more unruly. Many innocent
perfons perifhed by the hand of Chmilienfti; while
the chief criminal, Fatin/ki, efcaped his vengeance.

Another matter of worder, is the defeat of the
Polith army; the Grand- Gcncral Potozki being
an officer of great experience, whereas Chmilienfki
had little or none at all. But hiftory prefents us
with more than one inftance of this fort ; and they
muft be accounted for, by fuppofing, that defpair,
when it gets poffeflion of an intrepid leader, and
a brave people, fupplies every other defect.

Cafimir, who had but juft taken pofleffion of
the fceptre, was upon the point of fecing it wrefted
out of his hands. The age in which he lived was
productive of many difafters to crowned heads.
Philip IV, had lately loft Portugal, and almoft all
his poffeflions in Afia. In France, the mother of
Lewis X1V, was forced by a fation to defert the
capital with her children. At London, CharlesI.
expired upon a fcaffold.  Were it not for thefe in-
terruptions of regal profperity, Kings would for-
get that they are men.

The ignominy of the flight of the Polifh army

~at Pilawiecz, was yet recent, when the two. So-

biefki’s arrived in Poland.  Their mother, a wo-

man of an heroic fpirit, as foon as fhe faw them,

cried out, Are you come to avenge your country ? I

't gencunce you for ever as my fons, if you bebave
like the combatants of Pilawieccz,

The nobility were foliciting Cafimir to put him-
felf at the head of a powerful army ; but the King,
who aimed at reclaiming the Coffacks by nego-
tiation, and by making fome fatisfacion for thc
cruel infults offered to a brave people, anfwered,

.that it was wrong to burn Ch,ul:efg/,%z s mills, ;”ld
ill

/
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Jill worfe to ravifb bis wife, and murder ker and
ber fon. This anfwer gave great difcontent; and the

nobles took up arms themfelves to the number of .

fifty thoufand men, and advanced into Lower Vol-

hinia, where they met with a great defeat. Theit

courage being not yet exhaufted, they marched to-
wards the Hypanis. This river, which joins the Bo-
ryfthenes, and falls with it into the Black Sea, is
now called the Bogh. In this manner the barbariahs
have disfigured the very names of thofe countries

which once flourithed with colonies from Greece..

The banks of the Bogh were not more favourable to
the Poles than their f%r_mcr field of battle, and they
fuffered a total defeat. T

It was in this fecond a&ion, that Mark Sobiefki,
lefs fortunate than his younger brother, was flain in
the flower of his age, and at his firft entrance upon
the career of glory. When the two brothers were,
fetting out upon their travels into France, the father
gave them this advice: Be fure, children, to.inform.
your felves of every thing that is ufeful. As for dan-
cing, you will bave opportunities of learning it bere from
the Tartars. In fa&, the Tartars fought in con-
junétion with the Coffacks on this fatal day, the
Cham having a perfonal injury to avenge: for Ula-
diflas had fupprefled a confiderable penfion paid by
Poland to him, as well as his predeceffor. After the
vi€tory, there were brought to him three hundred
Polifh nobles, loaded with chains, and covered with
wounds, among whom was Mark Sobietki. The
cruel Tartar, without regarding the law of nations,
which protects prifpners of war, ordered them all to
be beheaded, and their bodies expofed for a prey to
vultures. By this means, Sobiefki’s mother was de-
prived of the melancholy confolation of interring her.
fon among the remains of his anceftors. Her grief

¢’er long induced her to fettle in Italy, and abandon:

acountry where fhe had loft the objet of her ten-
dereft

77
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dereft affetions; for her furviving fon was lefs be-
loved by her, on account of fome fallies of youth,
and his having expofed, in two, fingle combats, that'
life which was due to his country only. That bar-
barous cuftom of duelling, which is unknown in all
the eaft, from Conftantinople to the remoteft part of
Japan, had it’s origin in the north of Europe. Itis
not furprizing that the Poles thould pique themfelves
upon it, as well as we; but they have been lefs pru-
dent than the French, in not abolithing thofe public
duels, with feconds on both fides, in which the fpec-
tators animate the emulation of the Gladiators. The
duel Sobiefki fought proved the inftrument of his
punifhment ; for while his elder brother-was tread-
ing in the path of true glory, John was detained at
Leopol by a wound he had received. As foon as he
recbvered his ftrength, he hafted to obey the united
calls of vengeance and of glory.

The fame enemies ftill remained to be oppofed;
and it was time for Cafimir to put himfelt at the
head of the army, in order to render it’s operations
more regular, and to prevent his being defpifed by 2
nation which refpe@ts only warlike Kings. Ac-
cordingly, he affumed the command.

What had hitherto been done by young Sobiefki,
now the chief of his family, was tut a prelude to his
future exploits in war. All that had been yet obferv-
ed in him, was an impetucus ardour which made him
infenfible of danger, and a greedinefs after military
knowledge, which carried him where duty did not
require his prefence. He fucceeded his father in the
Starofty of Javorow in the Palatinate of Ruffia; and
appeared in the army at the head of a felect troop.
In the many fkirmithes which muft needs happen
with an enemy who fled only to return to the charge,
he fhewed that nature had given him all the courage
of a foldier, and what is much more uncommon,
that happy quicknefs of difcernment, which indicates

a ge-
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ageneral. A fingular event difplayed the credit he
had acquired in fo fhort atime. The Polifh army
mutinied in the camp of Zborow, a city of Little
Poland, upon the borders of Podolia, and every
method of quieting the fedition, perfualion, menaces,
and even the cannon of the Lithuanian troops, was
made ufe of in vain by thie General Czarnefki. The
attempt was given up as hopelefs, when Sobiefki de-
fired to be employed. The temerity of extraordinary
men is juftified by the fuccefs that attends it. It is

eafy to conceive what addrefs and eloquence he need-:

ed to perfuade men who had arms in their hands.
The young orator carried his point; and that em-
pire over the minds of men, which would have done
honour to a confummate General, advanced to the
height of glory a youth who had yet born ne public
office. - '

The army now advanced towards the enemy
with that unanimity of fentiment, which is a fure
prefage of victory. Chmilienfki, notwithftanding
the juftice of his caufe, was deferted by his good
fortune. Being fupported by the Tartars, he un-
dertook to force the King in the camp of Zborow.
The battle lafted feveral days, during which he loft
more than twenty thoufand men, and was difcourag-
¢d from trying his fortune any more. A negotiation
for peace was fet on foot, and before it was ratified,
the King rewarded Sobiefki by making him great
Standard-Bearer of the Crown; an officer of the
court and of the army, who carries the banner of the
Republic in the pofpolite, and at the coronation and
funeral of the Kings of Poland.

The peace of Zborow gave great diffatisfaction to
all the nobles; fer the King, who had not given up
his defign of bringing back the Coffacks to their al-
legiance by fair means, had granted them terms that
might be made a bad ufe of. All paft offences were

forgot, and twenty thoufand of them were to conti-
i ‘ nue

79



8o HISTORY of JOHN SOBIESKI

nue armed in the Palatinate of Kiovia, which was to
be given for the future to a nobleman of the Greek
perfuafion. They were reftored to the unmolefted
exercife of their religion, and the enjoyment of all
their privileges. But as fomcthing muft be always
"done to fatisty the offended Majefty of Kings, it was
ftipulated that Chmilienfki fhould afk pardon on his
knees ; and the Coffack fubmitted to this humiliation
for the good of his country. The Tartarian Prince
found his account in the plunder he gained, and in
getting his penfion reftored. All thefe regulations
were prudent; but the Polith nobles were not pofieffed
of that quality. They exclaimed on all fides thatthe
King had betrayed the Republic, and they thought
of nothing but breaking a treaty, the advantages of
which they were refolved not to fee.

The Coffacks foon difcovered that the nobles
would get the better of the King, and that the peace
they had made would kte but of fhort continuance.
They therefore took up arms in conjunction with

Yeari65:1. their old allies, the Tartars; and Bereftefk, a town
fituated upon the borders of the Palatinate of Beltz,
was the field of battle. The Tartars, having loft fix
thoufand men, betook themfclves to flight. The
Coffacks entrenched themfclvesin their camp, where
they were at length forced; but the viCtory was a
very dear one to the Poles. It may fafely be faid,
that Cafimir, whom his fubjeéts had forced to renew
the war, was a vitor againft his will. Sobiefki, .in
this action, was wounded in the head; but.{fo many
others had wounds to fhew, that this was no mark of
diftin¢tion.

Chmilientki, though beaten, was yet alive,and had
ftill refources left him. The Czar Alexis now

“made ufe of him to artack Poland, and the Cof-
fack took Smolenfko, a large city, fituated on the
right fide of the Boryfthenes, which returned to its
ancient owners; and he opened himfelf a paf-

< fage
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fage into Lithuania, ‘which he laid wafte with firé

and fword.

81

Our memoirs fay Tittle of Sobiefki’s behaviour
in this- war againft the Mufcovites and Coffacks.

Fame records only adtions of uncommon luftre,
, and fuch cannot be performed but upon’extraordi-
naty occafions. It is however probable, that he

continued to difplay that union of walout and pru-

dence, which fhews a great Captain, fince in an-

other war, which:was foon after kindled out’of the -

fire of this, and fpread its blaze over every province
of Poland, Sobiefki, who  was then only making
his firft camipaigns, was honoured with a diftin-
guithed command in the horfe. - So quick a rife

as this, is-always founded upon good reaforis in a -

republican kingdom, where the court muft be cau-
tious how it proceeds, and confer rewards rather
than favours. - -

Poland, for 4 long time, had not feen fo many
enemies united to- confpite its ruin. Chiriftina of
Sweden, that too philofophic Queen, who refigned
het crown, and chofe rather to live at Rome among
Cardinals; .arts and letters, than to employ herfelf

in promoting the happirefs of a kihgdom, was fuc-

ceeded by her coufin Charles Guftavus; who,
by a miftake too common arhong Kings, thought
he could not begin his reign betref than with con-
queft. In 4 fhort time, he made himfelf mafter
of Mazovia, and a great pdrt of Poland, from
whence he transferred the feat of war into Pruffia,
- Sobiefki, though he ferved in an army that
was beat upon all occafions, was learning how to
conquer. Being at the head of fout huridred horfe,
between Elbing and Marienburg, “he defeated a
body - of more- than fix hundred, commarided by
a near relation of the King of Sweded. If Cafimir

Year 1655,

had had many Sobiefkis, he would have efcaped -

the fad extremitics to which he was reduced. De-
. .G o ferted
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ferted by his army, he fought an afylum in Sile-
fia; and faw Lithuania, which was not yet fub-
dued, put itfelf under the protettion of the con-
queror. One would imagine that all his fubjects.
had been thunder-ftruck ; and that thofe whom the
bolt did not kill upon the fpot, had no fenfation
left them but that of terror. At laft, the ftorm
abated, by fpreading over a vaft extent of country.
People begun to recover their fenfes, and to think
that Charles Guftavus might poffibly not be invin-
cible. . )

Caflimir took advantage of this gleam of cou-,
rage. Among the officers who moft deferved his .
confidence, he had taken particular notice of, Czar-
nefki and Sobiefki. He had the addrefs to.take_

- off the Tartars from their attachment to the in-

terefts of Mufcovy, and to fix them in his own,
Sobiefki was commiffioned to command them, while
Czarnefki headed the Poles. They begun with
putting to the fword the Swedith troaps, which had
taken up their winter-quarters in Lithuania: and
proceeded to cut in pieces all that were difperfed -
in Poland. Not a day paffed without their break-
ing fome link of the chains of the nation.

In the mean time Charles Guftavus was advan-

- cing out of Pruffia with his own army, and a re-

inforcement of the Elector of Brandenburg’s troops.

" Sobiefli blocked him up between the Viftula and

the Sanus (a fmall river which runs into the Viftu-
Ja) hindered his being fupplied with provifions,.
haraffed him with .continual fkirmithes; and re-
ceiving intelligence that Doxglas, one of the Swe-
difh Generals, was advancing with a body of fix
thoufand men to difengage the King, he left his
infantry to continue the blockade, marched with
his cavalry to meet Douglas, fwam acrofs the Pilc-
za, a river much fwelled by the melting of the
fnow, and with that celerizy which Cm,f_a-n,cong;
' der
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dered as the firft c'lualiﬁcation'of a General, fur-
prized Douglas, defeated him, and purfued his ar-
my eight miles towards Warfaw. - :

Some, other bodies of the Polith army, which

was obliged to face the enemy on fo many fides,

did not do their duty fo well as that which marched’

under the command of Sobiefki. It was neceffary
alfo to make another divifion, in order to oppofe
Ragotfki, Prince of Tranfylvania, who advanced,
in concert with Sweden, with a view to deprive
Cafimir of his crown.. In the midit of fo many
enemies, fome blunders were committed, of which
Charles Guftavus took advantage, and having dif-
engaged himfelf from the dangerous fituation he
was in, advanced towards Warfaw, which bréught

on a general action that lafted three days. The
utmoft efforts of valour and {kill were exerted on

both fides, and a’ torrent of blood was fpilt; but
at length victory declared once more for Charles
Guftavus, though purchafed at a very dear rate.
The Tartars had never fought before with fo much
order and firmnédfs. Accuftomed to continual ra-
pine, impatient of any difcipline, and always ready
to fly when they met with refiftance, they found
themfelves changed to other men, under the com-

mand ‘of Sobiefki; and when the feries of future

events turned his valour againft them, they always

remembered, with a mixture of admiration and

refpet, the great exploits they had feen. him per-

form, and were convinced that glory may well be

acquired even when a battle is loft.
" The republic muft have been inevitably ruined,

had Charles Guftavus lived a few years longer’s .

but he died in the thirty-eight year of his age; and
if war is to denominate men great, he was little
inferior to Guftavus Adolphus,

On the other hand, Ragotfki, a man of greater -
ambition than military talents, and who fhewed

G 2 h Lietda
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little regard to the advice of his ally - Chatles Guf-
tavus, miffed the opportunity of conquering. George
Lubomirfki, petty General of the Polifh army,
and Sobiefki, made an irruption into his territories,’
where they committed the fame hoftilities with which
he had affli¢ted Poland. He fucceeded no better
in defending himfelf, than attacking others ; and
involved ia his ill fortune, the fe&t of the Unitari-
ans, otherwife called So.inians and Arians, who had
abufed the toleration they enjoyed in Poland. They
profefs to worfhip one only God, of incommu-
nicable perfettions, who never produced any being
equal to himfelf; but it was not their dotrine,
however damnable, but their connections with Ra-
gotfki, that occafioned their being profcribed in Po-
land. This fe€t, which formerly feduced both the
eaft and weft for three centuries, and now mingles
with all religions, is perhaps ftill the moft numerous

_of any, but has no longer any diftin® places of

worfhip. Ragotfki looked upon his own ruin to
be equally inevitable. with theirs, and was glad to

.accept of a thameful peace, which left him no in-

clination to difturb the repofe of his neighbours.
As for Sweden, fhe thought herfelf too much
exhaufted to go on with the great defigns of her

" deceafed King, and figned a treaty of peace at Oli-

Year 1660.

va, a famous monaftery of Royal Pruffia, about
a mile from Dantzick.

The republic had fiill two enemies, the Mufco-
vites and the Coflacks, ta deal with; of which the
latter were the moft inveterate, becaufc the refent-
ment of a grievous injury is more flimulating than *
the defire of conquelt. The republic had for its al- .
lies the Crim Tarrars, a fuccour which might prove
of the utmoft advantage, and was principally owing
to Sobietki, who had lived among them as an hof-
tage. Anp ordirary man, who refides in this capa--
city among a barbarous people, turns his thougits |

> S ety ?
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wholly "upon the happy moment of reftoration to
his domeftic pleafures ; but Sobiefki was taken up
with the -interefts of his country. The Tartars,
who had feen his behaviour in battle, already ef-
teemed him, and for this reafon pitched upon him
preferably to other hoftages. The Cham in par-
ticular conceived for him a friendfhip which was of
fingular ufe to Poland upon this occafion. In
fhort, an alliance was concluded, and the combined
armies attacked the Mufcovites, fometimes by fe-
cret ambufcade, fometimes in the open field, and
the fuccefs, upon the whole, was nearly equal.
At length they were upon the “point of coming to
a decifive altion near Cudnow, and Cafimir, who

commanded  in perfon, was earneft for it; but the

Mufcovites induftrioufly delayed it, to give Chmi-
lienfki and his Coffacks time to join the army.
It was of the utmoft importance to prevent this
junétion, and there wanted a man of ability to exe-
cute the commiffion. Sobiefki was detached with
a body much inferior to that of the Coffacks, and
attacked them at the moment of their arrival at
Slobodyfzee in the Ukraine. His vitory was-fo
complete, that their General was taken prifoner,
loaded with chains as a rebel, ‘and brought to Ca-
fimir. The report of this victory fo intimidated
the Mufcovites, that they - furrendered their arms
almoft without fighting. . :

Nothing now remained but to retake a few places
in Lithuania, one of which was Wilna the capital,
a large and populous city, but built of wood,

for want of quarries of ftone. The Mufcovite of-

ficer, who commanded in the citadel, would have
put to death any man that had only talked of
furrendering. He entertained fufpicions of a Po-
lith Prieft, and put him intoa mortar, and difchar-,
ged this frightful bomb upon the befiegers  His
eruelty and obRinacy, joined to the impoffibility of

' G 3 -making
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making a long defence, excited fome foreign offi-
cers of the garrifon to mutiny againft their com-
mander, waom they gave up, together with the
city, into the hands of the befiegers. The Poles
having got this barbarian in their power, condemn-
ed him to de by the hands of a common execu-
tioner; but none being to be found, his own cook
offered his fervice, and cut off his head. It is not
hard to guefs what fort of a maftera mar muft be
that had fuch a fervant.

The war with Mufcovy was now near its end,
when Cafimir fuffered himfelf to be diverted from

. it, by a project which turned the arms of the re-

public aguinft itfelf. =~ This Prince, who feemed to
be deftined for all forts of fingularities, after hav-
ing been a Jefuit and a Cardinal, had married Loui-
fa Mary Gonzaga (@), his brother’s widow. This
cafe was precifelythe fame with that of Henry VIIL,
King of England, who married Catharine of Ar-
ragon, his brother Arthur’s widow; and the dif-
putes which arofe in England, had alfo divided
Poland.  The divines of the King’s party fup-

" ported their opinion with that paffage in Deuterono-

my, which not only permits, but commands a man
to marry bis brother’s wife, if fbe have no children.
The Doctors of the other fide oppofed to this a
paflage in Leviticus, which forbids a man #0 un-
cover the nakednefs of bis brother’s wife. The Se-
nators, without having recourfe to the laws of the
Jewifh nation, afked the King, ¢ how he could
¢ venture vpon fuch an union, after all the dif-
¢¢ aflers which had befallen England under Hen-
¢¢ ry VIII. and Poland under his Father Sigifmund ?

" (2) Daughter of the Duke of Mantua and Nevers, the fame
who was celebrated in France for her paflion for Cingmars,

" Matier of the Horfe to the King.

“ It
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< Is it becaufe your father married two fifters (2), .
< that you are refolved upon this contra& with
¢ your brother’s widow ? Our. fentiments are the
< fame with thofe of the Senators of that time :
“ and you know that they writ to Pope Cle-
* ment VIII. that they never fuffered fuch unions
~ % even in their ftables (5).”

The fee of Rome, which had given a fan&ion
to the other two marriages, faw nothing to be ab-
horred in this; and it feemed that the more oppo-
fition it had met with, the dearer was the Queen
to Cafimir. Being of a mild and complaifant tem-
per, adopting in every thing her inclinations, em-
ploying his thoughts as fhe direfted, and often not
employing them at all, he gave himfelf up to con-
jugal tendernefs, more perhaps than was confiftent
with his own peace, and that of Poland. Having
no children, he formed a project, in order to pleafe
his wife, of getting a young Prince who was to
marry her niece, declared his fucceffor to the crown.
The Queen having been educated in France, had
as great an affetion for the blood of the houfe of |
Bourbon as for her own. The young Prince, who
was to be raifed to the crown, was Henry Julius de
Bourbon, Duke of Anguien, fon of the Great
Condé ; and the Princefs intended for his wife, was
Anne of Bavaria, who by her mother Was of the
Gonzaga family. The Queen, who had been ufed
to govern, flattered herfelf that fhe fhould continue
to do fo, by the influence the would have naturally .
over a young Prince, indebted to her for his Crown,
in cafe of the King’s death. :

"The King founded the inclinations of the Sena-Year 1661,
tors and great officers; but they anfwered him

(a) Aane and Conitance, daughters of the Emperor Ferdi-
nand IT. . .
(4) Zalufki, tom. i. part 1..p. 158,

G 4 with
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with a filence, more expreffive than words, and ag
length openly declared their difapprobation -(a),
Lubomirfki-in particular, Grand Marfhal of Po-

~ land, and Petty-General of the Polith army, cried

Vear 1664,
[ Y .

out, that to attempt the eleCtion of a King, be-
fore the throne was vacant, was to violate the moft
facred law of the republic, and to overthrow.the
ftrongeft bulwark of liberty. He defired the King
to recollect, that all his predeceflors, from the time
of Jagellon, and he himfelf, had {worn, never to
propofe a fucceflfor. ¢ You would not be fuffered,
t¢ added he, to do for your own fon, what you
¢t are attempting in favour of a ftranger.”

Cafimir meeting with fuch refitance from the
Senate, pretended to defift from this project. It
remained buried in his cabinet for three years, and
all this time was employed in procuring votes, by
all the allurements which Kings can offer to the am-
bitious, and by all the terror they can imprefs up-
on the timid. No attempt was thought proper to
be made upon Lubomirfki, whofe charatter was
too well known. Not contented with delivering
his opinion in the Senate, he had taken pains to
bring over feveral to his fentiments, and to difpel
the apprehenfions of others. 'He was therefore con-
fideréd by the court” as the head of a confpiracy,
and no art was omitted to rhake him appear to the
tepublic in the fame light. * B
* The Polifh army,” diffatisfied with its pay, and
ftill more with the money’s being left in arrear,
had entered into a confederacy., Of all the affo-
ciations of this fort, which are formed in Poland,
upon pretence of the public good, ‘that of the army
is the moft dangerous. The foldiers are no longer
under difcipliné or reftraint, but live at difcretion,
and commit all forts of exceffes: the authority of

(r) Lengnich, p. zo8:
' N P N 4 Eh% -



e

'KING of POLAND.

.the-Grand-General is fhaken off, and another com-
mander is chofe by the name of Mar/bal of the Con-
federacy, who is in fat a real Diffator, and unites

.in his own perfon the power belonging to the three

eftates of the kingdom. He gives audience to the
Ambafladors, iffues out orders to the courts of
juflice, levies troops, and raifes fupplies, commands
the army, infli¢ts punifhments, and exercifes a
power of life and death. . The laws indeed con-
demn this fpecies of confederacy 3 but notwithftand-

ing the laws, it is criminal only when it is ill fup-_

ported. Lubomirfki was not the perfon that the
army placed at its head ; but the court took it for
granted, that Suiderfki, who was chofe upon this
occafion, was only an inftrument wholly governed
by Lubomirfki. = A diet was affembled, before
which no accufation. was brought againft the appa-
rent chief, but Lubomirfki alone was fummoned.

Being convinced that the court was refolved to find

him guilty at all events, he did not make his ap-

~ pearance; and was tried and condemned to forfeit

his eftate, his honour, and his life, as an enemy
to the ftate, and. guilty’ of high-treafon (2). But
the fentence being voted and protefted againft by
the Deputies, was illegal.

The illuftrious. outlaw well knew that the an-

ger of Kings is a fire that confumes every thingin .

us firft fury. He therefore quitted Poland, and
retired to Breflaw, to give it time to cool, and per-

haps to go entirely out. He had great dependence -

upon an extraordinary diet, where his interefts
would of courfe come upon the carpet. When this
affembly_ met, a large part of the nobility refufed
to proceed.upon public bufinefs, till the King could
be prevailed on to remit his refentment againft Lu-
bomirfki. On the other hand, the royal party in-

€a) Kochov. p. 147, Lengnich. p. z15.

fitted -
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fited upon it, that the ‘ftate muft be ruined, if
the King relented, for that Lubomirfki was of a
reftlefs and “turbulent - fpirit, and an incendiary,

- whom it was neceflary to get rid off; while the

others, who were more numerous, reprefented him
as an upright citizen, an éxperienced General, an
incorruptible Minifter, and a firm fupporter of the
laws of his country, whofe deftruction was aimed at
on thefe very accounts. The difpute foon ran fo
high, that nothing was heard but’ confufed excla-

‘mations.and mutual threats. The affembly fepa-

rated without coming to any conclufion.

The King, however, executed in part the fen-
tence that was paffed upon- Lubomirfki, by difpof-
ing of his offices to two perfons who were highly'in

~ the royal favour (a). Czarnefki, Paldfine of Kio-
via, was made Petty-General ; and Sobiefki, from -

ftandard-bearer of the Crown, was advanced to the
dignity of Grand-Marfhal; a poft of high diftinc-
tion, but which has no military jurifdiction.. The
republic has four great officers, entrufted with the
four branches of the adminiftration; the Grand-
General, who dire&s the affairs of the army, the
Grand Chancellor, who prefides over the admini-
ftration of juftice; the Grand-Treafurer, whofe

province is the public révenue; and the Grand- -

Marfhal, who has the management of the police.
They are called Brachia Regalia, the Arms of the
King ; and he fometimes makes ufe of them to
ftrike the republic. Lubomirfki had never con-
fented to be thus employed ; and this patriotic firm-
nefs acquired him many partizans. Sobiefki and
Czarnefki were alfo in high reputation; it was
even confeffed that they deferved the offices they

_ were raifed to ; but it was added, that it was unjuft

to difpoflfefs 2 man who filled them with fo much
dignity. ‘ v '
) (2) Kochov, p. 164. Lengnich. p. 216.

’ 4. Leng Lubo-
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Lubomirfki, defpairing of having juftice done

him by a regal tribunal, refolved to obtain it by
arms. He entered Poland at the. head of only

eight hundred men ; but his little troop encreafed .

continually as it advanced and was found to be
five thoufand ftrong, by the time it reached Czen-
ftochow, an inconfiderable town upon the Warta,
in the Palatinate of Cracow. The King affembled
a fuperior force in Siradia, and was encamped near
the village of Warta; from whence he detached
the Lithuanians, commanded by Polubiniki, to
attack the rebel army, for fo it was called. But
the rebels defeated the loyalifts, and took a great
number of prifoners, among whom were the prin-
cipal officers of the army, and Polubinfki himfelf.
The conqueror treated them with all the humanity
they could have expefted from a friend, and dif-
mifled them without ‘any ranfom (s). He did
not behave to Sobiefki with the fame generofity s
but ravaged his eftates, and carried off his ftuds of
horfes. The pleafure of cruthing a rival, who-is
raifed upon our ruins, muft be owned to be a temp-
tation, that fthakes the motft folid virtue. E
This firft fuccefs laid opento him Great Poland,
while the royal army was exerting its utmoft ef-
forts ta ftop his paffage. The nobzhty, who at
firft hefitated .between the King and Lubomirfki,
now came to a refolution, and joined the army of
the fubject. The ftorm, which threatened the de-
ftruction of the republic, was every day increafing ;
when two Senators, who had nothing in view but
peace and ‘juftice, Andrew Trzebifki, Bifhop of
Chelm, and Thomas Lefczinfki, Blfhop of Cra-
cow, prevailed upon the. two arm:es, to continue
in fight of each other without coming to an en-
gagement, till the holding of an extraordinary

(a) Kochov. p- 173, 1924 . o
diet,
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diet, which the King appointed to meet at War-
faw on the 17th of March; and the mediators
gave hopes to Lubomirfki of his reftoration, and
to the confederated army of the pay it required.”
Lubomirtki was not inflexible, but fhewed that
he could forgive an injury, as foon as fatisfaGtion
was made ; and did not difdain, though vitorious,
to appear in the form of a fuppliant. To prove
that he was fincere in defiring peace, he quitted his
army, and waited at Breflaw for the refult of the
deliberations of the diet. At laft, the great day,

which kept both thé arms and minds of the Poles

in fufpence, arrived. ‘The Marfhal of the Depu-
ties (a), who afted as fpeaker, enlarged in vague
terms upon the advantages of peace; and when
Lubomirfki’s partizans gave figns of impatience,
he went on to the demands of the confederates.
The attention of the affembly was now heightened,
and the moment was fuppofed to be come which
would produce Lubomirfki and his interefts upon
the ftage. But the orator, who kept his eyes fixed
upon the King, had not the courage to enter upon

* the fubje&t : and a wveto, which iffued from the
midft of the affembly, put an end to the harangue-

and: to the diet together.
. Befides the King’s refentment, which grew daily

more and more inflamed, time had thrown a new

‘ebftacle in'the way of Lubomirfki’sreftoration, Czar-

nefki, whohad been invefted with part of his fpoils, -
the office of ‘Petty-General, was lately dead; and

the King had inftantly conferred this important

poft upon Sobiefki. Were it not for his diftin-

guithed merit, which fpoke loudly in his favour, it

(2) The Chamber of Reprefentatives or Deputies from the
ﬁarticular diets of every Palatinate chufes a Marfhal, who pre-
des at their deliberations, fpeaks in the name of the body,
and gives the private members leave to deliver their fenti-
foents. ;
: would
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would give one pain to fee him rife in the midft.

of confufion, and upon the ruins of a hero.

The King, by this ftep, had put himfelf in a.

perplexing fituation ; being under a neceflity of de-
priving Sobiefki of the two dignities, the power
and honour of which he had fcarce taken pofief-
fionof ; - and in order to give fatisfattion to one

man of diftinguithed merit, he muft injure another -

who made already a great figure in the republic.

* There is no undoing, faid the courtiers, what.

“ is done; nor does it become the majefty of the
* throne to- review its paft conduct. Better far

* take up arms again.”  Accordingly, the war-
was begun with greater fury than ever. The King, -

at the hedd of twenty-fix thoufand men, marched
in queft of the enemy, who had only eighteen

thoufand. The armies drew near each other on -
the 13th of July, in the Palatinate of Cujavia. On Year

this occafion it was, that Sobiefki firft afted as

General. The armies were feparated by a morafs,

which the King ordered him to pafs. Sobiefki re-
prelented the danger of fuch a motion, it being eafy
to forefee that the enemy would fuffer only fuch a
- number to pafs as they were fure of beating. = But
paffiorr either fees not at all, or fees badly. The

King’s troops entered the morafs, were embaraffed .

in the mud, and croffed it with great difficulty.

Befides being animated by the interefts of their

country, which both parties fancied they loved, at
the time they were rending it in pieces, there was

alfo a perfonal animofity between the two Generals, -
both fkilful in war, and intrepid in aftion. A Ge- -

neral, newly invefted with that office, attacked an-

other who had been difpofifefied to make room for

him. The latter, fighting in his own caufe, as

well as that of the confederacy, fell impetuoufly up- .
on Sobiefki, without giving him time to form his -

troops as they came out of the morafs. By this
: " means
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means the royal army was overpowered, before it
could come to a&ion ;-and the King, 'who beheld
the defeat from the other fide, had to reproach
himfelf with the blood of four thoufand men, who
remained upon the field of battle. - Fhe whole army
muft have been ruined, had it not be¢n” for the
abilities of Sobiefki, who brought it'off by a" re-
treat equally {kilful and difficult'(2). And thdugh
a defeated General is always in the wrong, yet his
very enemies laid the fault upon the obftinacy of the
King. - :

’Ighc» King, full of regret at not having followed
his advice, went and encamped upon ‘the river Pilc-
za, in the Palatinate of Rava, where he fhewed
himfelf lefs averfe to an accommodation ; a thing
wot difficult to be brought abour, as L.ubomirfki,
without being elated with his victory, .ftill made

“overtures of peace. He was inflexible in'no’ point,

but what regarded the interefts of ‘his-army and his
country. It was agreed that his troops fhould re-
ceive the fums they had teen refufed, and that no
one fhould be called to:account for what what was
paft.  Nor was the capital article which had kin-
dled the civil war, forgot. The King, by a fpe-
cial diploma iffued ‘on this occafion, entered into-
an engagement not to concern himfelf, in any de-

* gree with the choice of ‘a fucceffor, but to leave it

10 a free election; when the throne thould bécome:
vacant. Lubomirfki having thus-procured fatisfac-
tion for the confederated army, and for his coun-
try,- forgot himfelf, and was content Wwith having
the decree of his profcription revoked, without in-
fifting upon his reftitution to the dignities he had
lott.

Being thus reftored to favour, and having dif-
mifled his troops, he came to Jarofzin, accompa-

(a) Lengnich. p. 219, .
% : ' nied
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nied only by his principal officers, where he waited
upon the King, The reconciliation was like all

others which are brought about between a Prince

and a fubje& who has made himfelf dreaded: and

Lubomirfki, being well acquainted with Kings,.

though free to remain in Poland, returned to Bre-
flaw, where he died fuddenly fix months after ; and
the enemies of the court did not attribute his death
to nature only (a). -

Sobiefki having learnt to conquer, while he ferv-
ed under him, now prepared to furpafs his mafter.
Hitherto he had lived in a continual fcene of com-
bats, in which being unmarried, he had often rifked
the putting an end to his life and his family toge-
ther. Befides, he now drew. near-the thirty- -fixth
year of his age. Among the Maids of Honour
that the Queen brought from France, without fuf-

pecting that fhe brought among them a future
Queen, the Polith nobles took' particular notice of -

one, whom the Queen herfelf honoured with pe-

culiar favour. Her name was Mary Cafimira de Iz
Grange, daughter of Henry de la Grange, and-

Frances de la Chitre, who had been. Governefs
to Queen Louifa; two ancient families of the
province of Berry, diftinguithed by having pro-

duced feveral Marfhals of France. Henry de la.

Grange was better known by the name of the
Marquis d’Arquien, Captain of the guards to Phi-
lip of Orleans, only brother of Lewis. XIV. His
daughter Mary, who folloewed the: Quee¢n into Po-

land, married Radziwil, Palatine of Sendomi:t,_
and Prince of Zamofki,” a town of Poland, inthe:
Palatinate of Beltz, by. whom- the had. four chil-
dren, who all died very young, and the father -

did not long furvive them.

(a) Kochov. p. z51. & 55,

- Sobi-
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Sobiefki, perfuaded that favour is a good fup:
port to merit, and knowing that the Queen ftill
continued her protection to the young widow, in-
ftantly 'afked her hand, without giving her time to
dry up her tears. The Queen, to preferve the de-
cency of mourning, got them privately married,
and then writ to the Marquis d’Arquien for his
confent. The Marquis anfwered, ¢ That it was
« a thing unheard of to marry again ih a month
¢ after the death of a former hufband y that, for
¢ his part, he was not dazzled with the fplendor
«« of Monfieur Sobiefki’s name; but that knowing
<< the little fatisfaction his daughter enjoyed in her
¢ firlt marriage, he had refolved to fettle her again
“¢ in her native country, hoping that her Majefty’s
¢ known equity would leave him in full pofief-
«¢ fion of the authority which parents have over
s¢- their children, by all the laws both of God and
¢ man: but that the thing being done without
¢« his confent, which had confequently been con-
¢ fidered as unneceffary, the refpet he owed to a
¢« great Queen, prevented him from giving his
¢ fentiments upon'it, but ‘that he fhould not for-

* ¢ get the fault committed by Madam Zamofka.”

Men fhould learn to fubmit to their deftiny with
a better.grace.  The Marquis would certainly have
writ in: another manner, could he have forefeen
that this match would advance his daughter to a

‘throne, and be the means of loading himfelf with

wealth and honours. Pope Innocent XII. never
forgot that he gave his benediction to the nup-
tial ccremony, while he was Apoftolic Nuncio in -
Poland ; and teftified, upon all occafions, a fin~
gular affetion for this illuftrious pair.

They had but a fhort time to enjoy the favours
of the Queen, who died in 1667, employed to the
laft in fetting fecret fprings at worls to infure the

~ crownt of Poland to the Duke of Anguien, not-

. Wih-
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withftanding the law lately paffcd in the diet. She .

was even accufed of having given a commiffiod to
the Referendary (a), Andrew Morftyn, lately ar-
rived from France, to prevail upon the Great Condé
- to come into Poland, where the promifed him an
army to fet the crown upon his fon’s head ().

She was certainly a woman of a mafculine {pi-
rit, intended by nature to wear a crown, rather than
admire its jewels, and much better fitted than Cafimir
for the management of public affairs. She al-
‘'ways affited at the private council where matters
were prepared for the Senate, and had an equal fhare
with the King in the dircCtion of fecret negotiations ;
the even appeared publicly in the diets, where fhe
had great influence by the fuffrages of her creatures,
and gave occafion to frequent complaints, that her
prefence leflened the dignity of the republic (¢). Be-
fides thefe talents, the had alfo the virtues of her
own fex, and was of a-devotional turn of mind;
a thing pretty uncommon in a Queen who has

reat credit in public affairs. If it be true, as
?ome of the Polith hiftorians will have it, that a
Queen of this character fuggefted to the King her
hufband, the defign of abdicating the throne, it can
be accounted for only by fuppofing, that fhe was
at length weary, as fhe faid herfelf, of the fatigues
of royalty, the murmurs of the nation, and the
diffatisfaétion even of thofe upon whom flie had
conferred favours. Befides, the declining ftate of
her health made her with for a quiet life, which
was alfo agreeable to the King’s tafte.  The grief
occafioned by her death was of no long continu-

(a) There are in Poland two Referendaries, one for ecclea

/

fiaftical affairs, the other for {eculsr. Their office is to make .

areport of petitions to the King or the Chancellor, and to give
their advice, when the King tolds his court of juftice.
¢?) Lengn, p. 221. Zalufki, tom. i. part 1. p. 153.
() Lenga. p. z22. B ‘
o H ‘ ance,

.
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ance, except with the King, the favourites, the
monaflteries, and the chyrches. She had been twice
a Queen, but left no children. ‘

Sobiefki ftill poffefled the favour of the King, and
the efteem of the public, two things which donot al-

ways go together, His rife was alfo.promoted by -

events, which fell outin his favour with uncommon
rapidity. Lubomirfki, by taking up arms againft

‘the King, had left vacant for him the dignity of

Grand Marfhal in 1665. A year after, the death
of Czarnefki made him .Petty-General. He had
now only one ftep left to become the moft confi-
derable perfon in the republic. The Grand-General
Potofki died this year (166%) and Sobiefki fucceeded
to his faff, refigning that of Petty-General to -De-
metrius Wiefnowiefki, Palatine of Beltz. The two

Generals do in fa& receive from the' King a faff,

called Boulaf, which is a fhort mace, terminating
at one end in a large head, either gilt or of mafly
filver, and fometimes enriched with jewels. But
in the army it is not this ftaff of command which
indicates the General, but a long lance, adorned
with a Lorfe’s tail, contrived to be feen at a great

"diftance, ecither upan a march, in time of action,

or in the camp. The two Generals have their
tents, one on the right, and the other on the left

of “the line, each with this enfign of office, called
Bontchouk. '

The power of a Grand-General is 'limited only |

by his own will; the greatelt inconvenience of
which arbittary authority is the abufe of winter-
quarters, which he may appoint where he pleafes,
and opprefs or relievé whom he will. There had

been inftances of Grand-Generals who had - accu-

. fifted, were originally part of the royal demefnes ; ard granted

mulated Szargfties (a), by forcing the gentry to fell
, , ' thf:m,

(a) A fort of governments. The lands of which they con-

out
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* them at a low ‘rate, imorder to fave themfelves from Y- 1667
total ruin. Sobiefki, . as foon as he was invefted
with the command, renounced this privilege of
appointing winter-quarters, in order to deprive his -
fucceffors of the means of being tyrants. He him-
felf might have tyrannized more than any man, if -
he had had that unfeeling nature which is too often
united with power. Befides the ftaff of Grand-
General, he poflefled, as has been faid, that of
Grand-Marfhal, and by this means had in his hands
both the civil and milicary power, a circumftance
_which at firft occafioned great murmuring, becaufe
‘both the fpirit and the cuftom of the republic di-
rected, that thefe two offices fhould be always kept
{eparate, as their union confers too formidable a
_power upon one man : but Sobiefki’s conduct foon
-put a ftop to all difcontent.

. . An army of fourfcore thoufand Tartars appeared
upon the frontiers of the kingdom, and was al-
ready laying wafte Podolia, Volhinia, and the Pa-
latinate of Ruffia. The Coffacks, always irritated -
againft their mafters, from whom they had lately
received frefh grounds of difcontent, were ready to
join in any attempt that aimed at their deftruction;

. and they marched for this purpofe under the com-
mand of Dorofcenfko, a chief of lefs ability, but
greater obltinacy, than Chmilienfki, Poland. was
~exhaufted of men, by fo many wars: its army con-
fifted only of between ten and twelve thoufand men ;
and the ftate was fo far from being 3ble to pay
freth troops, thdt the Grand-Treafurer declared
‘there was not money enough for the old ones. The
King, wholly abandoned tqo gricf, and difgufted
more than ever with the crown, no longer exerted

out by the crown to the nobles, to enable them to bear the ex-
pences of military expeditions, referving only a right of nomi-
nating to them when they fhould become vacant.

Hiz o him-
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Y. 1667. himfelf to fupport its weight. In the mean time,
the evil grew more urgent : the Tartars, fuftained
by the Coffacks, advanced daily; and there was
fome reafon to be under apprehenfions from the
Turks (a).

The republic expected nothing but ruin; but So-
biefkj did not defpair. If ever he wanted a fecond,
it was upon tiis occafion ; but every thing failed

_together ; for the Petty-General, Wiefnowiefki, a
/  man of experience and abilities, was dangeroufly
ill. The whole weight of the war fell therefore
upon Sobiefki, who laboured to encreafe his lirtle
army. Being to march over his own ample terri-
tories, it was there fupplied with recruits. Thefe
he joined to fuch as came from other quarters,
- formed magazines of provifions, exhaufted his own
- private purfe, -borrowed large fums to fupply the
public treafury, and marched with twenty thoufand
men towards the Palatinate of Ruffia, there to de-

. feat a hundred thoufand. He was no fooner ar-
rived, than he detached Koniecpolfki towards Tar-
nopol, Szlienifki to Leopol, Modrew{ki into Brze-
fcia; and fecured the pafiages of the rivers by dif-
ferent bodies of troops, in order to ftop the inroads
of the Tartars (4). He gave the command of
two thoufand horfe to an officer, named Piwor,
who ufually led a marauding party, but had all the
“abilities of a general, with orders to fcour the
country, and harafs the enemy inceflantly. He
himfelf marched towards the enemy’s camp, and,
. as if victory had- been at”his command, writ to
to his wife, who was gone to vifit France her na-
tive country, that ¢ on fuch a day he would, with’
¢¢ twelve thoufand men, fhut himfelf up in a for-
“¢ tificd camp before odahiecz, a place that Do-

(a) Zalufki, tom.1i. part. 1, p. g.
(¢) 1d. p. 2. »P ’

/

rofcenfko
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¢ rofcenfko intended to befiege ; that on the mor- Y. 166;.
“ row, and the following days, he would fally -
¢ out upon the enemy; that he had placed am-
¢¢ bufcades on all fides, and would in the end ruin
‘¢ this great army.” ,

- The Prince of Condé, to whom this 'letter was
thown, could fee no poflibility of fuccefs. Moft
of the Polifh officers loudly condemned the difpo-
* fitions of their leader ; they faid that to divide in
this manner fo fmall an arrhy, was to deftroy it;
-and that it was neceffary they fhould all conquer or
perith together. This difcourfe begun to fpread
among the common foldiers, and there was reafon
to fear the army would be difheartened. Upon fuch
occafions, it is as- neceflary that a general fhould
Jpeak, as that he fhould 4 upon others. [ am
¢ determined, fays he, to make no change in my
<¢ plan; the event will fhew whether it be well laid
¢ or not. As to.what remains, I lay no reftraint
¢ upon fuch as have not the courage to face a glo-
‘¢ rious death, Let them retire, and die in flight
¢ by the fword of a Coffack'or a Tartar. For
¢ myfelf, I fhall ftay here, with all thofe brave
¢¢ fouls who love their country. This crowd of
¢ robbers makes no impreffion upon my mind.
¢ I know that Heaven has often given victory to
¢ {mall numbers, when animated with valour;
¢ and can you doubt but God will be for us againft
¢ thefe infidels > All who were prefent looked
at each other; and bluthed ; and no one thought of .
leaving the camp (4).

The Barbarians were free to march on and pene-
trate into the heart of Poland : but they chofe ra-
ther to deprive the kingdom of its only refource,
by attacking . this little army with all their forces ;
and they were too well acquainted with Sobiefki to

(a) Zal. tom. i. part 1. p. 10, :
- H 3 " leave
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¥. 16°7. leave him behind them. He had already raken .
forme prifoners, whom he made ufe of to menace
the Tartarian General, at a time when he had every
thing to fear himfelf. G, fays he to the prifoners
as he difmified them, tell the- Saltan Nuradin, that
I will treat /ﬂzm in the Jame mnner that be treated
my brother @ 1 will bave bead for bead. The only
anfwer that I\uxad n oave, was to haften the . at-
tack (a).

Among the Poh!h officcrs who defended the en-
trenchments, there were  feveral who had acquired
great glory in former actions’s and they were now
employed with all the ‘marks of confidence and
diftinilion that they deferved. Alexander Pola-
nowi{ki commanded on the lefty Uladiflas Wilc-
zowiki, on the right; the center was committed
to the care of Staniflas Jablonow{ki, Palatine of
Ruffia, of whom it was become a proverbial- fay-
ing, Is hbe greater 132 the f[enate than in the field?
The Grand, Gcneral undertook thc mfpe&non of thc
‘whole (4). -

The encmy poured in upon the camp on all ﬁdes,
and were on all fides warrhly reccived, while the ar-.

tillery kept playing brifkly. ~ At length they forced
their wuy in a weak place, and the Poles running
thither, repulfe, expel, purfue them, fabre in hand,
beyond the entrenchments. - The plain was foon
covered with dead bodies, but there fell only. four
hundred’ Poles : the Tartars: carried. off theirs, to
burn them according to the cuftom of the natien.
Sobiefki, having ftood this firft affault, did not
make all the advantage of this fuccefs that fortune
feemed to invite him to. The aflailants had much
~ to lofe, but he had every thing to fave. He there-

{a) Chrufcinfki.
(&) Zalufki. tom.fi. part 1. p. 11.

fare
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fore returned to his entrenchments to make the mo[’c Y. 1667,

of any favaurable opportunity that thould offer.

A battle is generally over in a few hours; but
in this cafe there was a continued ation of feven-
teen days together, on each of which both fides
fought as if the prefent had been the decifive mo-
ment. On the part of the affailants, whofe fupe-
rior . number gave them confidence, it was attack
upon attack ; on the part of the befieged, defence
aupon dcfcncc, fally upon fally. The laft day of
all was the moft bloody. Sobiefki had given or-
ders to the feveral detachments, which had occa-
fioned fuch murmurs 'in the army by their fepara-
.tion, -to approach ;infenfibly towards the camp.
‘The ‘Barbarians, provoked and difheartened by fo
.obftinate a refiftance made by ,fo fmall a number,
‘had refolved upon.a general affault: and the mo-
‘ment was .near which,muft determine the fafety or
ruin of . the republic.

‘Sobiefki, inftead of waiting to be attacked,
quitted his.entrenchments and marched to meet the
-enemy. His troops had learnt,. from the preced-
.ing.altions, that this erowd of opponents was not

.invincible. The Barbarians, aftonithed at fuch.

: boldnefs,. teftified their_joy by loud cries, which
. were inftantly fucceeded by the. battle. A deluge
-of blood was fpilt, and victory.flill continued un-
certain ; but befare.it declared for either fide, the
ifeveral ‘detachments ariyed, and attacked the ene-
-my in flank. . The braye Piwot in partjcular, after
having laid wafte the quartersof the Coffacks, car-

. ried off their convoys, and repulfed their foraging

parties, redoubled his glorious efforts, attacked,
fabre.in. hand, .with his two thoufand horfe, and
drove all hefore him. - The very futtlers and pea-
fants converted every thing they could find into
arms, and ‘refolved to bear a fhare in the victory,

whxch was now but feebly .difputed. The carnage
: H 4 would
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would have been univerfal; if the vi®ors had not
been wearied with ﬂauohtcr The Tartars, little
accuftomed to pitched battles, begun to look - be-
hind them, and foon after gave way, loft their
ranks, took to flight, and drew the Coffacks after
them. At this juntture, Sobicfki, whofe bravery
and {kill had animated the whole altion, hoped to

. keep his word with Nuradin, and ordered his life

to be fpared, if he fhould be overtakcn in the rout,
that he might facrifice him to the manes of his
brother. But Nuradin and Dorofcenfko had re-
tired fo early as to fear no purfuit, leaving twenty
thoufand of their men dead upon the field of battle.
After their retreat, the Poles faw, with horror, all
the ravages they had committed, the villages facked,
the country-feats and town-palaces of the nobles
levelled with the ground, the churches burnt, car-
cafies piled in heaps upon the ruins, and the fron-

© tiers entirely laid wafte; but the body of the ftate

was preferved (4); and Sobiefki’s fuccefs aftonithed
Poland, the Prince of Condé, and France. '
" The Barbanans, who had begun the war, now

fued for peace, which the conquerors wanted more
- than the conquered. Jablonowfki- was appointed

to fettle the conditions of the treaty, which was
impeded by one difficulty. The infidels demanded
and offered hoftages; whereas the chriftians alledged
that a peace confirmed by oaths made. them ufelefs.
The Tartars ftill infifted upon their demand, and
anfwered that paft events had taught them what

value they ought to fet upon oaths. At laft, the

article of hoftages was agreed to, and the peace was
figned the 1gth of O&ober (8).

Sobne{kl, preceded by vitory, returned to War-
faw, He received upon the road the homage of

(2) Lengnich. p. 22,and 23.
(t) Zalyk. tom. i. part. 1.°p. 13- and 15

the
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the inhabitants for all the poﬁéﬁfons he had pre- . 1667,

ferved them; por was the capital fparing of its
acclamadions. L

“Another fubje& of joy, attended with lefs luftre,
but perhaps more folid fatisfaction, was his be-
coming a father. His- wife was brought to bed at
Paris of a fon, whom the virtues of his father
were deftined to raife in time to the rank of princes.
The child’s Godfather was Lewis XIV. and he

was named James-Lewis, uniting by this means’

the names of his illuftrious grandfather, and a great
monarch. '

The winter is the feafon ufually allotted for diets,
that the operations of war may not be interrupted.
That of the prefent year was opened in the month
of February. The rcpublic of Poland has many
cuftoms which greatly refemble thofe of ancient
Rome. The Grand-General  gave an account of
the inftru&tions he had received from the fenate, of
the operations and fuccefs of the campaign, and
the diftinguithed actions of thofe who fhared his la-
bours, dwelling upon thefe much longer than upon
his own. His difcourfe was received with applaufe
by all the orders of the affcaibly; and the Vice-
Chancellor rifing from his feit at the foot of the
throne, gave folemn thanks, in the name of the re-
public, to the deliverer of his country, and all who
had aflifted in its prefervation (27: a cuftom admi-
rably calculated to raife ¢mulation, but impratica-
ble in pure monaichics, where the King engroffes all
attention, .

Cafimir had no other fhare in this viftory, but
ordering prayers for the fuccefs of the campaign,
and giving folemn thanks to God in the great
church of Warfaw. A deep melancholy preyed
wpon his fpirits : he was inconfolable for the lofs of

(a) Zalu‘ki’ tom. i: Pc 330 - s
‘ the

Y. 1668,
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¥. 1668, the Queen ; and yet, by no uncommon contradic-
- tion bétween the judgment and the affe@ions, his
confcience was uneafy at having married her. The
authority of the Holy Sec had long quieted his
fcruples; but he now looked upon himfelf as ac-
countab]e for all the calamities which the voice of the
pulic atributed to his ‘maririage and his admini-
ftration. His micd, overwhelmed with grief, was
fenfible dnly of the burdens of royalty. ‘He re-
called to his memory the many digufts that-had
been ‘given him upon -di'ferent occafions, the vio-
lence done to his inclinations in taking ‘up arms
‘againft the Coffucks, the confederacy of Lubomir-
‘1Ki, the revolt of a gredt part of ‘the nobles, ‘the
perp=~tua1 declamations againft the Queen, who was
.accufed of engaging “him in the projects of foreign
‘courts, the invettives made by the deputxcs in full
dxet againft the French ambaffador, 'Peter de ‘Bonzi,
Blfho of Bezicrs, a fubtle and mﬁnuanng {talian,
who was hxghly in the King’s favour, and their ob-
 ftinacy in inlifting upon his difmiffion n fpite of
“the court.- He’ could not get out of his mind what
a deputy had told him to his face, -a little before the
death of the Queen, That the calamities of - Poland
world not end but with bis reign. ~The diminution
,+of his German guard, though' paid out of ‘his own
_revenue (a), " was another Circumftance that - hurt
him greatly. He could fee nothing in his regal
_dignity but a vaft burden, which the Queen no
“longer helped him to fupport, and which he want-
ed to remove from his fhoulders.
Lewis XIV. had not laid afide his ‘proje&t of
-, reigning in Poland, by procuring that crown-for the
- Duke of Anguien. He commiffioned his ambaffa-
~ dor to offer abbeys inftead of a kmgdom, and what-

7 (a) Zaluki, tom. i. p. 161. The King's foreign guard
may be more or lefs numerous. That which the republic pro-

- yides him, confifts of 1z00 men.
6 +ever
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ei'en:place. of refidence Cafimir ﬁ:dpld fix ,upoﬁ in Y. 166s.

his whole dominions. - Fhe King of Poland’s cha-
raler muft have. been thoroughly known, .or fuch
propofals would never have been made him. The
tepublic .as yet knew nothing of the King’s having
formed a defign to quit.the throne, He had in-
deed dropped fuch a hint a few hours after the
Queen’s death ; but his confidents fuppofed that he
wbuld think no more of it, as foon as the grave
was clofed; and -they kept it a profound fecret.
The fenators had .no apprehenfions but of another
marriage contrary.to-the inclinations of the repub-
lic, and therefore bafted te propofe to him one tha
it could approve. . .. .. . - | A

There were at that time in, Eyrope, as there are
now, many . Princefles to be difpofed of in mar-
riagey and but few hufbands to be got. Every
ftate made an offer. of fuch as it could furnifhi:
their pictures were to be feen in the caftle of War-
faw 3 and the King was. the only perfon who never
‘looked at them., To get rid of fuch troublefome
objects, he had nothing to do but to fay, I abdi-

cate, . Thefe words he was refolved upan pronounc-

_ing foon, and had already fignified his intention
-to all foreign courts. His letter to Pope Clement
IX. contains thefe words, which gave great edifi-
- .€ation at Rome, and great fcandal at Warfaw :
The diadem for which I am indebted to the benedittion
of -the boly apofiolic fee, I lay down at yaur Holjnefs’s
Seet (a). Nothing - however was effe¢ted by thefe
meafures, without treating with his. own fubje&s,
who alone could refume the crown they had given
him. o L e
He therefore.aflembled the fenate in the month
of May, without. declaring: the fubject of . thejr
meeting. The fenators were all in fufpence at this

-(a) Zalulk, tom . pr 38 and 154

uncer-"
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Y. 16°5, uncertainty, till the Vice-Chancellor OHowfki put
an end to it, by taking from the King’s hands a
paper which he watered with his tears, and read
with a ‘voice interrupted by frequent fighs : ¢ The
““ King has refolved to interpofe fome fpace of time
¢¢ between the hurry and agitation of a throne, and
s¢ that ftate of eternal peace, to-which he refolves
¢ to dedicate entirely his future thoughts. The
£¢ hour -cannot be far off, which will render him
¢ unable to bear the weight of a crown; and he
¢ chufes rather to anticipate this hour, than-to be
¢t overtaken byit. He has heard the murmurings
¢« of the nation againft his government ; he -knows
<. the unfavourable: conftru&tians that have more
¢¢ than once been put upon his intentions, fo as

even to accufe him of contriving to get a fuc-

¢ ceflor elected by :violence. He will therefore
< deliver the republic from its apprehenfions, by

:$¢ religning the -fceptre into' the fame hands that

-%¢ introfted it -to him. L his defign is irrevocably

~ ¢ refolved on: he therefore defires the fenate to

- ¢¢ fpare - both -itfelf and hlm the trouble of ufelefs

¢¢ perfuafions to alter it.”

© It was vifible on 'this occaﬁon, how greatly the
-affe€ions of men are influenced by whatever has an
air of difintereftednefs, and greatnefs of mind. The
‘King, by quitting the throne, feemed to have ac-
quired the ‘qualiﬁcationS'necefTa'ry to fill it.  All the
fenators, with their éyes bathed in tears, made figns

- to the Primate to' fpeak. 'He rofe up, and repre-

fented to the King, ¢ that it was.cruel to repudlate
¢¢ a nation which had ‘fhed' fo much blood in his
cdufe, and to’ deliver up a chriftian republic to
the attacks of Barbarians; that they could not

. ¢ fabmit to have their King wander over the earth,

~ “infearch of a retreat, without being fure to find

¢ it’y that if .he was fond. of repofe, the republic
¢ had cxcellcnt Genera]s and Mxmﬁers ; that if his
. ¢¢ con-
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¢ confcience difturbed him, there were Bifhops and Y. 1663,
¢ Popes to remedy this evil.” As he went on in

this harangue, he continued advancing to - proftrate
himfelf before the throne, and all the Senators with

him,

This Afiatic culom for fubjets to kneel when
they addre(s Kings, was hitherto -unknown in Po-
land, and fhewed a ﬁrange contradi¢tion in the
manners of a free people. The King, more care-
ful than they of the public honour, -avoided this .
proftration, by reprefenting to them that it was for-
getting ‘themfelves, and debafing the dignity of the
Senate.  After which, he appointed them a day to
“ confider the form of abdication ().

The Poles were unprovided witha precedent on
this occafion, the flight of Henry de Valois being
an abdication, not in form, but in effe@, which
forced the republic to declare the throne vacant.
Thofe who continued attached to Cafimir, main-
tained, that the union between the King and his
fubjeits was indifloluble; but fuch as defired a
change, thought it would be fufficient for him to
make his abdication before the Senate. ~After ma-
ny debates, it was unanimoufly refolved, that as
Cafimir had alcended the throne by the fuffra-
ges of all the eftates of the realm, he muft alfo de-
fcend from it by the fame fteps. The King, who ,
ftill continued fixed in his defign, appointed a ge-
neral -diet to meet on the zoth of -Augutft.

During this interval, he received letters from fe-
veral fovereigns, who cxhorted him'to continue 6n
the throne ; and confidered his uneafinefs at hav-
ing-quitted "his ecclefiaftical profeffion, and the con--
ftant meditation of eternity for the promotion of
his temporal greatnefs, as the effeé of undigefted
fcruples.  Pope Clcmcnt IX. hxghly plcafed with

Y (a«) Zalufki, tom. i, p. 35 & 157
the
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Y. 1668 the docility he had always fhewn towards the holy
" fee, writ to him with-his own hand, that if bss
‘confeience was difturbed, be might fmd bis. Confeffor
"20 Rome to bring from thence the neceffary remedies.
Thefe letters getting abroad, made it doubtful
whether the King would abdicate or not; and the
uncertainty was: augmcnted by his fccmmg to be
lefs ‘forrowful, ‘and employing himfelf more about*
public than private affairs: for he affifted in the
courts of juftice, added new ornaments to his pa-
-lace, encreafed his guards and gave frequent ien-
tertainments (a). @ It was recollected, that in a
diet held a little bcfore the Queen’s death, being
" provoked and wearied out with the oppoﬁtxon made
to his meafures, he had faid in a paffionate ‘tone :
“¢¢ I have liftened to what you have to'fay; do
¢ you alfd liften to me. I fee that you want to
. give me pain. If you are tired of having me
*¢ fot your King, Tam much mote tired of having
¢¢ you for my fubjeéts.” Notwithftanding this' po-

- fitive declaration, he had ftill continued to reign.
His beJC&S ‘therefore, looked at each other,:and
-none would venture to declare his thoughts. ‘There
- were feveral who reproached themfelves, with hav-
ing been perhaps too plain in exprefling their dcﬁrc
of 2 change.

At length the day that was to unravel the wholc
myftery arrived. The novelty and importance of
the fcene made a ftrong impreffion upon all. | Se-
nators, Equefirfans; Deputies, Marfhals of dlets,
Prelates, Palatines, Cattellans,  Starofts, Great Of-
ficers of the Crown, not a man was abfent, - Ca-
fimir, who was now feated upon the thrqne for
the laft time, confidering himfelf as having -already
quitted it, did not employ the ufual organ of Kings
to fignify his will, but fpoke hxmfelf in the follow-
ing terms :

a) Zalufki, tom. 1. p. 158.
(a) . p. 135 “ PcOp]C
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¢ People of Poland,

¢ It is now two hundred and eighty years that
“ you have been governed by my family. The
* reign -of my anceftors is paft, and mine is juft
< going to expire. Fatigued by the labours of
¢ war, the cares of the cabinet, and the weight
“ of age; opprefled with the burdens and folici-
¢ tudes -of a reign of twenty-one years, I, your
« King <and father, return into your hands what
+¢.the world efteems above all things, a Crown ;
“ and- chufefor my throne fix feet of earth, where
“ I fhall:fleep in peace .with my ffthers. When
« you:fhew my tomb to your children, ‘tell them,
¢ that.I was - the foremoft in battle, and the laft
¢ in - yetreat, -that I .renounced regal grandeur for
- < the good of my country, and reftored my. {ceptre
¢.to thofe-who gave it me. It was your affection
“ for me that exalted me to the higheft rank, and it

‘¢ ‘was my-affeGtion for you that. makes me_ quit it. ’

« Many of my predeceffors have tranfmitted the
6 fceptre to their children or brothers ; .and I de-

¢ liver it to my country, whofe child and father T’

¢ .have been; -and. from this moment I defcend
¢ from the pinnacle of -greatnefs to mix with the
“ inferior ithrong ; from a ruler I*become a fubje&,
 from your King, your fellow-citizen ; and leave
“ my threne to whoever you fhall: think worthy to
¢ fill it. . The republic will make a good choice,
«¢ and be blefled with profperity, if .heaven liftens
“-to the prayers I fhall put up in the folitude to
 which I am retiring. Nothing remains but that
¢ T.thank: the. republlc for all the favours it has
¢« done me; for all the advice' it has given me, for
¢ all the loyalty it has fhewn me ; and if, contrary
“ to my.intention, I have had the unhappinefs of
“ dlfpleafmg any, 1 defire them to impute it to

¢¢ the
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v. 1668. ¢ the misfortune of the times, or to fate; and to

« forgive me as I forgive all who may have of-
¢ fended me. I bid you all adieu, and bear you
¢ all in my affetions. Diftance of place may fe-

¢ parate me from the republic : but my heart fhall

¢« always be with that affectionate parent; and I
«¢ ordain that my afhes be depofited in her bo-
¢ fom (z).” ‘

If Cafimir did not fhew all the greatnefs of
mind that might have been expefled, while he con-

tinued on the throne, he feemed to come near it =

upon his quitting that ftation. The Senate re-.

newed its fighs; and even the Equeftrian ordet,
which had fo often exprefled its difcontent, - and
addrefled him fo roughly, upon many occafions,.
conjured him not to abandon the helm of govern-
ment : tears ftreamed from every eye; but they
were like thofe which are fhed at a tragedy, that
leave no impreffion upon the heart when the fpec-

. tacle is over. If Cafimir had been previiled on

to refume the helm, it is probable that the former
complaints and murmurs would have been heard
again. . It became him, however, to lend an ear
to the laft reprefentations the republic would have
an opportunity to make him.  Sarnowfki, Marfhal
of the diet, fpoke in the name of all, and omit-
ted nothing which decency required, to diffuade the
King. But he firft reprefented the abdication of
a throne, as the moft heroic effort of which the

" human mind is capable; he blamed Auguftus for

deliberating about it twenty years, and not having
the courage to do it at laft, and beftowed the high-
eft praifes upon the few great fouls, fuch as Sylla,
Dioclefian, and Charles V. who had the refolution
to part with fovereign power (5).

(a) Zalofki, tom. i. part 1. p.57.  (4) Id. ibid. p. 55.

Such
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Such a difcourfe was not likely to alter the King’s. Y. 1668,

defign. Night being now advancing, the diet rofe, .
“and the republic employed the following days in:
coming to a final refolution. ~Cafimir was not a ty-.
rant ; and had he been {0, a tyrant is never univerfally
hated. The perfons whom he had much obliged,.
- or who would be lofers by his refignation, were ear--

neft for his being folicited a-new in a ftronger man-

ner than before. In this number was-Sobiefki, more -

however out of gratitude than ambition ; for being
already Grand-General, and Grand-Marfhal, what
further could he hope? The majority was of opi-
nion that fufficient entreaties had been ufed : and
that after fo many tender fcenes, ‘it was time to pro-

vide for the public good. It was allowed, that

Cafimir was a good hufband, a good mafter,
and a good friend ; that he was of a mild and af-

fable temper, a lover of juftice, when he knew on

which fide it lay, and even a good foldier, with re-
fpect to perfonal courage ; but the thing complained

of was his want of application and talents for go-

vernment. Do you not recollect, faid the Poles to
each other, the life he led in the arms of the queen ;

how his palace was fhut. up immediately after din- -

ner; with what diligence all bufinefs was kept at 2

diftance; how many hours he threw away in his,

gardens, in hunting, gaming, and other amufe-
ments, which were often protracted {o late at night,
as to encroach -upon the labours of the fucceeding
day; what a relith he always difcovered for a pri-
vate life, and how much difguft for a public one ?
Have we not feen him fly into paffiens upon the
‘bench, in the Sepate, in dicts, and thew an inde-
‘cent averfion for the labours of a royal ftation ? Let
us no longer weary him with ufele(s remonftrances »
to take from him a burthen, which, by his own
confeffion, he¢ can no longer bear, is tq ferve himi

ang
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ard fhew ‘him out atfeftion (4). - The Primate,
Prazmow{ki, who bad no objettion to alting the
part of interrex, fupported this opinion; and they
thought no longer but of fettling two articles ;. one of
which, viz. the penfion of the abdicated King, ‘was
fixed at three hundred thoufand florins,  The other,
which was the inftrument of abdication, gave them .
more trouble ; for as they had no form in readinefs, .
it was neceffary to compile one. Such an aétis
worth preferving ip hiftory, to be ufeful to fuch
Kings, as being convinced of their infufficiency,
fhall be willing to imitate Cafimir. :

We, John Cafimir, King of Poland, and Grand--
Duke of Lithuania, do make known to prefent -
and future generations, that finding ourfelves weak-
ened by age, and-opprefled with the many labours
to which eur ftrength is no longer equal, we have-
taken, of our own proper motion, a refolation to
abdicate our crown, in order to apply eurfelves,
with lefs interruption, to the great bufinefs of our,
falvation.  For this purpofe, we afftmbled the fenate
at Warfaw on the i2th of June, to communicate
to it our intentions. But the Senators, equally fur-
prized at the greatnefs and novelty of fuch a refo-
lation, referred the cognizance of it to the tribu-
We therefore appointed
an aflembly of all the eftates of the realm on the’
21ft of Auguft ;- where, no fooner had we pronoun-
ced the word of abdication, than we experienced the
affection and ' regret of -our faithful fubje@s, who,’
recolleCting all the benefits conferred by our ancef-
tors upon the republic, and in particular, all that
we aurfelves have done for its advantage, omitted
10 arguments - to prevail with us to continue upon

(a) Zalkki, tom. i. part 1. p. 160. :
‘ ' the
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thaken, it becomes neceffary to proceed to a folemn -
abdication before all the eftates of the realm ; and
accordingly, after mature deliberation, and with
the confent of the whole kingdom, ¢ We John
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Cafimir, being in perfe&t health of body and
mind, do-freely and voluntarily refign the Crown
of Poland, and the Grand-Dutchy of Lithuania,
and all che dominions thereunto belonging., We
abdicate, for the prefent, and for the future, all

-the prerogatives of royalty; and we give back

the crown, with "all its dependencies, into the
hands of the Senate, the Deputies, and the whole
republic; releafing from their oath of fidelity,
obedience, and homage, all the eftates of the®
realm, and every fubje in particular: and in
virtue of this abdication, an . interregnum being
now commenced, the moft reverend Archbithop
of Gnefna, Primate of the kingdom; is autho-
rized to proceed, .in conjunction with the eftates
of the realm, to the ele¢tion of a new King, ac-
cording to the eftablithed laws and ufages; and
we promife not to concern ourfelves, in any
manner, with the faid ele®tion. In witnefs
whereof, and for a perpetual ratification of the

fame, we have affixed our royal feal to this in-

ftrument, and figned it with our hand. Given
at Warfaw, in the general diet of the kingdom,
on the 17th day of September, in the year of
our lL.ord 1668, and of our reign the twenty-
ﬁr&:” B ) . “

By this deed, thie republic' was difcharged from all

obligation towards the King : but the King was not
fo towards the republic, till by a reciprocal deed
his abdication was accepted, his engagements to-
wards his fubje@s diffolved, and he himfelf releafed
from the pafa conventa, which he had fworn to at

z 2 his

\
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But our refolution’ continuing un-:.y. :ées.
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v. 1652, his coronation. 'When this was over, there fuc-

ceeded harangues of mutual farewel, in which the
head had a greater fhare than the heart ; after which .
the abdicated King was conduéted to the fuburbs
of Warfaw, and received upon this occafion, for the
laft time, the honours that were henceforth no lon-
ger due to him (a). - :

He was the laft of the race of the Jagellons,
which had reigned near three hundred years. No-
thing could be more diverfified than the fortune of
this Prince. Though born the fon of a King, he
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