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PREFACE.

——

IN submitting to my readers the following account of my
travels in Biblical lands, and of my Assyrian and Babylonian
discoveries, 1'do so with diffidence, feeling that it is an un-
worthy sequel to the fascinating and interesting narratives of
my late lamented friend, Sir Austen Henry Layard, which are
of wide-world reputation. I am emboldened, however, by the
fact that it was his fond desire that I should lay before the
world the record of my humble contribution to that branch of
learning in connection with ancient history, both sacred and
profane.

With the exception of a few lectures I delivered before dif-
ferent societies, and a slight mention made of them by Sir Henry
in his abridged work, entitled “ Nineveh and Babylon,” pub-
lished in 1867 by Mr. John Murray, no full account has yet
appeared of my different discoveries, though the Illustrated Lon-
don News produced, in May, 1856, a few specimens of the bas-
reliefs found by me in Assur-bani-pal’s palace, with a generous
tribute to my success. Beyond these notices, no record has ap-
peared anywhere of the share I have had in Assyrian and Baby-
lonian discoveries; the consequence was, that not many years
afterwards some of my acquisitions were attributed to others,
and, actually, the Assyrian legends of the Creation and Deluge
tablets, which I found in Nineveh, in Assur-bani-pal’s palace,
in 1853, were credited to Mr. George Smith’s exploration, which
he undertook for the proprietors of the Daily Telegraph twenty
years afterwards, because, forsooth, he was the first Assyrian
scholar who had deciphered them! Even in the present ninth
edition of the Encyclopzdia Britannica, in which historical rec-
ords ought to be strictly correct, the following appears in a note
in Vol. XVTII, page 512, referring to Assur-bani-pal's palace:
“In this palace is the famous library-chamber from which
Layard and George Smith brought the tablets now in the
British Museum.” Whereas, when I discovered them, the for-
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mer had ceased his connection with the Assyrian excavations,
" and the latter could not have been more than nine or ten years
of age! Then in Rawlinson’s “ Herodotus,” Vol. I, under the
notice of the palace of Assur-bani-pal II, the author makes the
following remark in a note on page 389, about the bas-reliefs
containing the lion-hunt series, which I discovered: “These
slabs, which were recovered by Colonel Rawlinson, are now in
the British Museum. The animals of chase include lions, wild
horses, wild asses, stags, and antelopes;”’ the truth being, that
Colonel Rawlinson only selected what he thought were necessary
at that time to send to England; but had nothing to do with
their recovery or discovery, which he publicly acknowledged in
the press soon afterwards.

It may be considered extraordinary that I allowed such a
long time to elapse before I placed before the public the results
of my discoveries, seeing that they were made partly as far
back as 1853; but when the different unavoidable circumstances
which intervened are explained, it will be seen that it was be-
yond my power to have my book brought out sooner.

In the first place, after I discovered Assur-bani-pal’s palace
at Koyunjik, and the temple of Nebo at Nimroud, with other
Assyrian remains, I had to return to England in June, 1854,
when my engagement to the Trustees of the British Museum
terminated. Soon after my arrival in London a political post
was offered me at Aden, by Sir James Outram, who had just
been appointed the Resident at that settlement before his serv-
ices were required at Oude. He had made my acquaintance two
years before in London, and knew of my attainments, especially
in dealing with the Arabian tribes, and he thought I would be
of great help to him in that part of Arabia Felix where political
relations between the Aden authorities and the different Arab
tribes in the interior were somewhat strained. My services
were applied for to the directors of the East India Company,
who sanctioned my appointment, and as my presence was ur-
gently required by Sir James, I lost no time in getting ready,
and I proceeded to Aden to take up the duties assigned to me.

As I had no artist with me when I discovered Assur-bani-
pal’s palace, I was obliged to quit the scenes of my labors with-
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out obtaining any drawings of the bas-reliefs; and when Mr.
Boutcher, the indefatigable artist of Mr. Kennet Loftus, the
gentleman who succeeded me, was able to draw the different
sculptures I had discovered, I was far away in Arabia Felix,
busily engaged in my different avocations at Aden.

On my return to England after an absence of nearly fifteen
years, I did not think that, at that distance of time, an account
of my former discoveries would prove interesting to general
readers, inasmuch as I found that most of my discoveries were
lost or given away.

In 1877, however, I was asked again by the Trustees of the
British Museum to undertake another expedition to Nineveh,
after the demise of Mr. George Smith, during his unfortunate
third expedition to Mesopotamia. I had then been married,
and had retired from Her Majesty’s Indian service, and in-
tended to spend my time quietly in England; but my interest
in Assyrian archseology was still as great as when I was young,
and consequently I accepted the proffered commission willingly.
As the funds then available for the expedition were inadequate
for prosecuting extensive operations, I offered to go out without
a stipend, provided I should be allowed to carry on my excava-
tions in the way I deemed best.

It will be seen from the contents of my book that I was not
unsuccessful in my researches, and the extension afterwards of
my archaological labors southward in Babylonia, and northward
in Armenia, proved productive of good results, which added
greatly to our knowlege of those great nations of ancient renown.

After no less than four expeditions to Mesopotamia, my work
was brought suddenly to an end, as the Porte, through political
pique, refused to renew my firman. Sir Henry Layard had then
left Constantinople, and the Right Honorable G. J. Goschen,
who was sent to succeed him temporarily by Mr. Gladstone, was
not in favor with the Ottoman Court on account of the mandate
he took out with him from the then British Government for the
sarrender by the Sultan of the Port of Dulcigno to the Prince
of Montenegro. The Marquis of Dufferin, who was appointed
ambassador at Constantinople, afterwards tried earnestly to
induce the responsible Turkish minister to change his mind, but
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the Porte remained obdurate to the end. I had, therefore, to
close the British Museum researches at the end of July, 1882,
both in Assyria and Babylonia, and returned to England under a
great disappointment, as I had hoped to make further important
discoveries in Southern Babylonia, where I was certain a number
of ancient ruins existed. Since then excavations have been car-
ried on by French and American agents for their respective
museums in Southern Babylonia, but under stringent rules and
regulations debarring them from exporting any antiquities out
of the country. The Arabs have managed, however, to steal
many tablets from their collections, which were purchased by
Baghdad dealers for sale in Europe and America.

After having come home at the end of 1882, I began to write
an account of my discoveries and travels, beginning from 1853,
especially as I had been urged by different friends to give to the
world the benefit of my experiences. On completing my nar-
rative, I submitted it to different publishers in London, all of
whom declined the responsibility of its publication, and, as 1
could not afford to have it brought out at my risk, there was
nothing for it but to wait for a good opportunity.

Some time afterward an American friend whom I had met
at Mossul, traveling with his amiable wife, suggested that I
should have my book published in America, and through the
kind interest he took in the matter he found a well-known
firm in New York who undertook the publication of it.

All references made throughout my narrative for the transla-
tion of Assyrian and Babylonian legends and historical matters
I owe to the investigations of different decipherers of the cunei-
form writing. Unfortunately, I have not made that dead
language my study, and consequently I am not competent to
give an opinion upon the texts quoted in my book.

I must here acknowledge with gratitude my obligations to
my friend, Mr. Theophilus G. Pinches, of the Assyrian Depart-
ment at the British Museum, who, on all occasions, rendered me
every assistance in his power in explaining to me the different
readings connected with my discoveries. As he is one of the
best Assyrian scholars, his translations and deductions can not
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but be looked upon as trustworthy on matters referring to
Assyrian and Accadian knowledge.

It must be remembered that the translations of Assyrian
records have been undergoing important changes from time to
time since the decipherment of the arrow-headed characters
commenced; and now some of the renderings by such gentle-
men as Sir Henry Rawlinson, the Rev. Dr. Hincks, Mr. George
Smith, and others, are not considered correct.

In submitting to my readers my dissent from the opinions
of some travelers and historians regarding certain geographical
positions, I trust that I shall not be considered dogmatic or ob-
trusive. My aim has been to try and lay before the public my
opinion, formed on personal knowledge of Biblical landmarks,
of what I consider to be the most correct explanation of the
subjects mooted, and leave it to the judgment of learned and
competent scholars to decide whose views are the most incon-
testable.

In describing fully my travels and the conduct of my arche-
ological work I had one aim in view, and that is to show how
eagy it is to get on with all the inhabitants of Biblical lands,
especially the Arabs, provided they are not treated with unbe-
coming hauteur and conceit. I ever found Arabs, Koords, and
Turcomans (all of whom are, of course, Mohammedans), most
tractable people to deal with, and I always found them true, loyal,
and most hospitable. Their women, who possess more freedom
than their sisters in the harems in the great towns, are always
ready to assist and entertain strangers when their men are ab-
sent; and though the latter are extremely sensitive as to the
honor of their wives and daughters, they do not show the least
jealousy in regard to the entertainment of their guests.

As regards the orthography of Arabic, Koordish, and Turk-
ish names, I have always observed the rule of writing them in
the English way so as to insure their correct pronunciation ;
disregarding doubtful accentuations, since I have found, on
several occasions, learned scholars mispronouncing accentuated
or circumflexed letters. For instance, the words Beyroot,
Kharpoot, Erzeroom, Samsoon, Mabmood, etc., which ought to
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be written with double o, are spelled either with a u simple or
pointed, which I found to be of very little help to those who
never heard these words pronounced by the natives of the
country. I remember on one occasion, while I was in a court
of justice .in London, when Aboo-Habba (the Arabic name for
the site of Sepharvaim) was alluded to, the first word was pro-
nounted by learned lawyers as “Abew.” Had the word been
written with double o, as “Aboo,” they could not have failed to
pronounce it properly. It has always been a puzzle to me why
people should force themselves to introduce a strange accentua-
tion for this class of names when we have in English such words:
as root, boot, moot, mood, etc. Then there is i in Effendi,
Mofti, Madhi, Hajji, Maji, and such like endings, where the
double e in the place of the i will give the Oriental word the
truest sound. I have heard, again and again, well-educated men
make laughable mistakes in pronouncing similar words, as they
read them with a, u, or i. The sound of the final i in the
above-mentioned words has also an equivalent in English in
the double e, as tree, fee, thee, knee, etc. So also the i other
than the final letter in the words Mardin, Harim, Hamid, and
Al-Rashid. These ought to be Hareem, Hameed, and Rasheed.

As there are two sounds for the ¢ or k in Arabic, and other
Semitic words, one soft like the ¢ in Canaan, and the other
strong like the sound of the ck at the end of knock or block,.
I have used ¢ for the former and k for the latter. So also in
regard to the soft and hard s. For the former I used one s, and
for the latter double s. For the guttural h in Arabic I have
used double h like those in Mohhammed and Ahhmed. It is.
so difficult to distinguish between the different articulations of
certain Arabic letters which very often prove a stumbling-block
to those who do not possess the power of pronouncing them, I
will give a few examples to show them: A word with double s
like Ssib means to pour out; but’ the word sib written with
one s is to swear; isslib to crucify, but islib with one s is to
plunder. So also with the hard k, Kkalb means heart, and kalb
with one k dog; Kkurd means monkey, and with a single k
means Coord commonly known as Kurd.

I must take the opportunity, before I conclude, to acknowl-
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edge with grateful feeling the kind aid rendered me by my
friends, Mr. W. H. Rylands, the secretary of the Society of
Biblical Archsmology, and the Reverends Henry Jones and
M. F. Coates,—the former for plans, and the latter for photo-
graphing for me several plates connected with my discoveries.
Iam also indebted to Messrs. M. A. Mansell & Co. for supply-
ing me with a few photographs of the bas-reliefs I discovered
in Assur-bani-pal’s palace.

I likewise acknowledge, with gratitude, the aid rendered me
by my friend, Professor Robert W. Rogers, of the Drew Theo-
logical Seminary, Madison, N. J., in looking over and arranging
the manuscript of the work, which has been intrusted to his
able and kind care. This he has done without making himself
in any way responsible for any view which I have expressed.

H. RASSAM,
7 Powis 8quare, BRiGHTON, January, 1897.






INTRODUCTION.

HERE is a sense in which the rediscovery of the Assyrians
and Babylonians may be said to be as interesting as a ro-
mance. These two great peoples were lost to human history.
No word which they had spoken, no thought which had swayed
their lives, no deed which they had done, had come down directly
to us. It was only as the Greek historian, when speaking of the
achievements of his own race ; or the Latin, as he recounted the
mighty deeds of imperial Rome; or Hebrew prophet, poet, or
historian, dwelling with measured word on his own glorious
history,—it was only as these touched upon the Assyrians, in
passing, that we could learn anything of these mighty peoples
and the civilizations which they founded and led. This strange
absence of direct information had an element of the mysterious
in it. Our knowledge of the history of Greece and of Rome
had continuity ; our knowledge of Assyria and of Babylonia
was fragmentary, disjointed, and, at times, conflicting. Even
the cities of these great peoples were lost, as Rome and Athens
never were. Babylon was buried in a mud-mound; Nineveh
was so thoroughly forgotten that for ages her site was unknown,
8o that a cultivated Greek, leading home his broken army of
ten thousand men, passed right by it, and never knew that be-
neath the mud and sand lay the remains of vast palaces.

This dependence of knowledge upon Greek and Latin and
Hebrew no longer obtains. We now know from Assyrian and
Babylonian books the main course of that great history, the
words and the thoughts of those powerful peoples, and the very
daily life of their cities and hamlets. This knowledge has come
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to us by slow and painful steps. Cities long buried must be
dug up, books long unseen must be deciphered and then read.
It is a twofold operation. The explorer in the field, directing
a force of men, does the primary work ; the patient and quiet
scholar in museum and library follows after, and tells what he
has found, sets the new discovery in its relation to previous
knowledge, and so reconstructs the life of a lost age.

Among all the earlier explorers and excavators, Mr. Hormuzd
Rassam stands forth as a man of distinguished service. He
first struck the spade into many a mound almost unknown.
He brought to Europe many a long-lost book. It is well that
after a long circle of years he has gathered together all his
notes and all his memories, to set forth an account of his dis-
coveries, and to tell how he made them. This book contains
that narrative; but it does not stop there. It tells of long
journeys over hills and across deserts in the Semitic Orient. It
describes many a conversation with people all too little known.
It tells of many an Oriental custom, hoary with age, and full
of instruction for the modern student of the Bible. I have read
the book in manuscript and in proof, and found much of inter-
est and of enlightenment in its story. I commend it for exactly
what it is—the record of useful deeds by a capable and patient
explorer, and feel sure that many will find light and knowl-

edge in it.
ROBERT W. ROGERS.
Drew THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, MADISON, N. J.
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AssHUR AND THE LAND oF NIMRoD.

CHAPTER 1.

THE interest in Assyrian dicoveries is, I believe, still as great
a8 when, nearly fifty years ago, the marvelous success of Mr.
‘(afterwards Sir Henry) Layard’s expeditions to the two ancient
kingdoms of Assyria and Babylonia became known. The story was
8o well told by himself in the interesting works entitled “Nineveh
and its Remains,” and “Nineveh and Babylon,” that I need not
dwell upon their importance to the literary, religious, and scientific
world, as they are too universally known to require any praise from
me. Suffice it to say that on his return from his second mission
to Mesopotamia his valuable discoveries excited so much interest
in England that the trustees of the British Museum determined to
continue the researches; so they obtained a further grant from
Government for that purpose. Mr. Layard had suffered so much
from the common fever of the country that he did not care to
venture again to that inhospitable clime, and on his declining to
go out to the East again I was selected by the trustees to proceed
to Mossul to take charge of the excavations under the general
control of Colonel (afterwards Sir Henry) Rawlinson. I accepted
the honor with much reluctance and grief, as T had always enjoyed
traveling with Mr. Layard, and entertained very great pleasure in
working under him.

I was fortunate enough to meet with a companion of the name
of Berrington, who was desirous of visiting Assyria and Babylonia,
and any one who has traveled on horseback in the lands of the
Bible can well appreciate my feeling when I say that there can be
nothing more pleasant than to fall in, particularly on such a jour-
ney, with a person who is both sociable and agreeable, and I am
glad to say that I found these traits to be the characteristics of
my friend. We left England at the end of August, 1852, in a
Liverpool steamer, bound for Alexandretta, and as she was one of

1
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those slow trading vessels, it took us just three weeks to reach that

" Syrian port. We met there Lord Bury, who had just arrived from
Europe in a French steamer, and was going to Jerusalem. I had
heard that he was going to India by way of Mossul, Baghdad, and
the Persian Gulf; but, on meeting him at the British Consulate,
and asking him if he had that intention, he said that he wished,
in the first place, to visit the Holy Land, and would come to Mossul
afterwards. He did not make his appearance, however, at that
town till three months later.

After having staid a few hours at Alexandretta to hire the
requisite number of riding and luggage horses, and to buy the neces-
sary provisions to take us to Aleppo, we started on our journey, and
reached that place after three days’ march.

When Mr. Layard and I passed through Alexandretta a few
months before, we left most of our traveling kit at the British
Consulate, so that on the present expedition I brought very few
things with me for the journey, fully relying on what we had left
at that port. My disappointment can well be realized, however,
when I found that they had been taken by the artist who was
sent before me by the British Museum authorities to make draw-
ings of the sculptures discovered in Assyria. After the departure
of Mr. Layard, there was no help for it but to make shift till
I arrived at Aleppo, where I provided myself with the articles
required for the long journeys.

After spending three days in the purchase of provisions and
other necessary articles for the road, and engaging fresh animals
to take us to Mossul, as those which brought us from Alexandretta
only ply between the latter place and Aleppo, we started for Beera-
jeek, where the Euphrates is crossed. To our great dismay we
found, on arriving near the ferry, that the annoyance of five days’
quarantine was awaiting us on account of the cholera then existing
to the west of the Euphrates. We were allowed, however, to
remain in our tents on the bank of the river opposite the town
of Beerajeek; and as the doctor of the quarantine and other officials
paid us daily visits, and made themselves very agreeable, we man-
aged to pass the time without feeling the least dull. As soon as
we were allowed pratique, we crossed the Euphrates in those anti-
quated, flat-bottomed boats which would frighten a person unaccus-
tomed to them into the belief that they would go to pieces before
they reached the opposite bank. Moreover, they are generally -
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ankle-deep with bilge-water; and as they take in as many laden
animals as the boat can hold, the unhappy passengers have to keep
out of the animals’ way by hanging anyhow on the rough timber
which is rudely nailed to the sides of the vessel. No sooner does
the boat get into mid-channel than the beasts begin to get restive;
and if there should happen to be a vicious horse or mule amongst
them, a regular stampede follows. My wonder has always been
that, with such a commotion among so many animals, the boat is
not capsized, seeing that, besides the animals, which are crowded
into a boat about twenty feet in length by ten broad, no less than
fifty or sixty men, women, and children are huddled into them
pell-mell. Of course the female portion of the native travelers
fare the worse, as they are huddled together in the bottom of the
boat without any care as to whether they are smeared with bilge-
water or not. It was, however, my rule not to allow any passengers
into the boat I was in, excepting those who belonged to my pariy,
or any woman who was waiting for an opportunity to cross the
river.

As soon as we arrived at Beerajeek, we hurried on to Mossul
by way of Diarbekir, Midhiat, and Jazeerah, crossing the western
branch of the Tigris twice below the former place, as we wished
to travel along the foot of the Koordistan Mountains. The river
being very shallow at this time of the year (the beginning of Oc-
tober), this route saved us nearly five hours’ ride by avoiding the
circuitous course of the stream.

After our arrival at Jazeerah, other travelers made their ap-
pearance; but instead of taking up their abode in the town, as we
did, they pitched their tents on the bank of the Tigris near the
bridge of boats. Soon afterwards a man came from that quarter
to find out who we were, and I was not a little surprised to learn
that the camp belonged to Mr. Kennett Loftus, who was attached
to the Turco-Persian Boundary Commission, under Colonel (after-
wards General Sir Fenwick) Williams, who was proceeding to Mos-
sul from Persia to take charge of the British Museum explorations
in Assyria. On my going to see him, he was as much surprised
a8 I was when I first heard of his mission, to hear that I had been
sent by the trustees of the British Museum to superintend the
excavations, as he himself was proceeding thither on the same
errand at the direction of Colonel Rawlinson. He told me that
the Boundary Commission had been broken up, and that Colonel
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Williams had gone to Constantinople, and all his followers were
returning to their respective homes; that Colonel Rawlinson had
written to him to come down to Mossul to carry on the researches
for the British Museum; but now that he knew I had been sent
out from the headquarters to carry on the work, he would go on to
Baghdad. After spending two days at Jazeerah, we all started
together for Mossul, which we reached in five days.

At Tel-Caif, a large Chaldean village about ten miles from
Mossul, I found a considerable number of my Mossul friends and
relatives awaiting my arrival, among whom was Mr. Hodder, the
artist of the Museum, dressed in the full costume of the country.

After having crossed' the bridge of boats leading from Assyria
to Mesopotamia, and reaching the gate of the city, a Moslem
butcher of the town, with whom I used to deal, killed a fine ram in
front of my house, the flesh of which he said he had vowed to dis-
tribute amongst the poor for my safe return. We all took up our
quarters at the hospitable house of my eldest brother, Christian
Rassam, the British vice-consul at Mossul; and his amiable and
courteous English wife acted the hostess with her wonted liberality
and attention. All English travelers who visited Mossul during her
life-time, must have appreciated, I am sure, her kind demeanor
and the perfect way she acted the hostess to weary and houseless
travelers. There being no hotels or lodging-houses at that time
in any of the large towns of Mesopotamia, the unexpected hos-
pitality in an English house, coupled with the blessing of sleeping
in a comfortable bed, with clean sheets and feather pillows, after
a rough journey of twenty or®hirty days, was welcomed with more
than double enjoyment.

I learned, after my arrival at Mossul, that the local authorities
were excavating at the mound of Nebee-Yonis, and that M. Place,
the French consul at Mossul, was carrying on researches for the
Louvre, at Khorsabad and in other parts of Assyria. English ex-
cavations were also being conducted on a small scale, under my
brother’s direction, at Koyunjik; but as I had been told that the
French had sent some gangs of workmen to excavate in the neigh-
borhood of Nimroud, I dispatched some workmen forthwith with
an overseer to that mound for fear of our rival taking possession .
of it.

A few days before I reached Mossul, an inhabitant of Nebee-
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Yonis,* while digging in his house near the mosque, had come
upon an Assyrian monolith, which afterwards proved to be one
of the huge human-headed bulls, similar to those found at Khors-
abad and Koyunjik. He came immediately to inform my brother
of the fact, and as the latter deemed it advisable to send an English-
man to make a tentative examination of the ruin, he sent for Mr.
Hodder, and asked him to proceed forthwith to the mound with
a few workmen, and see what the discovery was, and, if possible,
to make a drawing of the monument. On reaching the house,
however, Mr. Hodder was not allowed to approach the discovered
objects, much less was he permitted to dig there; and, instead of
going at once to report the matter to my brother, he went direct
to his house, and did not appear again until the next day, when
it was too late to do anything, as the local authorities had already
got scent of the discovery, and would not allow any one to carry on
the digging. We learned afterwards that M. Place had also heard
of the new find, and early the next morning he went to the place
to try and examine the ruin; but he likewise had also been pre-
vented from digging there. Thinking that he could prevail upon
the governor of Mossul, Hilmi Pasha, to assist him in inducing
the owner of the old remains to allow further excavations in his
house, he went without loss of time to Government House, but
found his excellency was too wide awake for him, because, no
sooner had Hilmi Pasha heard of the discovery than he began to
fill himself with the most sanguine expectations of finding a treas-
ure-trove, or some other fabulous store of precious metal, by which
he would be able to replenish the Imperial exchequer. M. Place
was told, therefore, that the Ottoman Government was as much in
want of antiquities as the French and English were; whereupon
Hilmi Pasha sent then and there the chief of police to the spot,
with as many convicts as they could muster, to explore the ruin.

The day after my arrival at Mossul I visited our excavations
at Koyunjik and those of the Turks at Nebee-Yonis, in company
with Messrs. Loftus and Berrington. When we arrived at the
latter place we found that there had just been uncovered a human-
headed bull, with a gigantic figure of a man adjoining it, holding
a lion under his arm; but both without any inscription. The gov-

* That part of Nineveh adjoining the mound of Koyunjik, supposed
to contain the tomb of the prophet Jonah.
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ernor of Mossul was good enough to allow me to take copies of
all inscriptions found, for the purpose of sending them to Colonel
Rawlinson to decipher. He asked me at the same time to send one
of my experienced diggers to work with his men, and show them
how the excavations were to be conducted; this answered my pur-
pose admirably, a8 my man brought me daily reports of what was
going on. Notwithstanding all their anxiety to discover hidden
treasures, the workmen of the Ottoman authorities, being inex-
perienced, and hampered with heavy chains as convicts, had some
difficulty in making any progress with their work; and the first
time I went down into their trenches I could not help laughing
at the result of their labors. There was no idea of system; there-
fore the diggings were most irregular, and the tunnels they tried to
burrow looked more like the work of those who merely wanted to
search for treasure than to uncover an ancient building. The
amount of work done by them in one day with four gangs of men
I could excavate in a quarter of the time.*

"The Mossul local authorities were not able to carry on the re-
search for more than eight or nine months, as they found it rather
expensive to dig there, as the village of Nebee-Yonis is owned
by different natives, and every inch of ground had to be purchased.
Both M. Place and myself were quite willing to take up the work
abandoned by the Turks; but as Hilmi Pasha objected to the French
digging there, he could not, as a matter of etiquette, allow me to
do so. He got over the difficulty of creating jealousy between
M. Place and myself by telling us that he could not allow any one
to dig there without a special order from the Porte, which, of
course, he knew could never be obtained, inasmuch as both the
guardians of the shrine of the prophet Jonah and the fanatical
portion of the inhabitants would at that time have most unques-
tionably opposed our application at Mossul and Constantinople.
Moreover, the landlords who might have ventured to sell us their
houses, would have asked such enormous prices that it would have

* To carry on the work I always employed different gangs, each
composed of seven men, and set them to excavate some distance from
each other, with an overseer to superintend them. The gang, generally
speaking, consisted of one digger, one basket-filler, and five basket-
carriers. The latter carried the débris away from the trenches or tun-
pels; but these were sometimes increased or diminished according to
the distance the rubbish had to be carried.
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been, at least as far as I was concerned, utterly impossible to accede
to their demands with the limited funds placed at my disposal.
The consequence was, I gave up at that time all hopes of excavating
there.

The only valuable remains the Ottoman authorities found at
Nebee-Yonis, besides the human-headed bulls and gigantic figures,
were a bronzed lion and an inscribed marble tablet, commonly
known as the Nebee-Yonis inscription of Sennacherib, containing
the warlike exploits of that monarch. I was fortunately allowed
to take a copy of the inscription, and send it to Colonel Rawlinson
to decipber. From its reading by different Assyrian scholars, it
appears that this tablet gives an official account of the invasion by
Sennacherib of Judea, Phoenicia, and Armenia, and of the con-
stant warfare between him and the Babylonians and Elamites.*

In the meantime I contented myself with carrying on my
researches at Koyunjik, Nimroud, Kalaa-Shirgat, and other small
mounds in Assyria proper, and in that pari of Mesopotamia in the
vicinity of Mossul. I was to some extent curtailed in my diggings
at Koyunjik, because I fouud, on arriving at Mossul, that M. Place
had asked and obtained the permission of Colonel Rawlinson to
excavate in the northern portion of the mound; and, although he
bad not commenced work there when I arrived at Mossul, he was
expected to do so erelong. I took the earliest opportunity, how-
ever, of placing some workmen to dig at a spot as near as possible
to the limit of the I'rench ground, and appointed other gangs to
try some sites at Nimroud which had not been thoroughly examined
by Mr. Layard. While these explorations were being carried on at
Koyunjik and Nimroud, I employed my time in the removal of
some sculptures from the Palace of Sennacherib discovered by Mr.
Layard, which the trustees of the British Museum wished to have
sent to England. The most important of these were the bas-reliefs
called “The Siege of Lachish.” { I also had to select, pack, and
send to Baghdad, for the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, some sculp-
tures from the Nimroud palaces, which were duplicates of those

* For translations of these texts of Sennacherib, which refer to the
campaigns in Judah, see “Records of the Past,” First Serles, Vol. XI,
p. 45, and also the newest versions by Professor Robert W. Rogers, in
“Records of the Past,” Second Serles, Vol. VI, pp. 80 ff.

+ Translated by Professor Rogers, ‘“Records of the Past,” Second
Series, Vol. VI, p. 83.
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chosen and forwarded to England by Mr. Layard for the British
Museum.

After a little while our excavations at Koyunjik began to show
some signs of interest at the southern end of the mound, about
two hundred feet to the northeast of Sennacherib’s palace. We
first came upon fragments of sculptures, inscribed and painted
bricks, ancient pottery, and other Assyrian remains, which were
mixed up in utter confusion with débris; but the deeper we went
down, the more perfect were the bas-reliefs, though a few only
were in perfect condition, and resembled the sculptures found at
Nimroud. Amongst these, I found eight bas-reliefs, elegant both
in style and finish,—two representing the king sitting in a hand
chariot drawn by two officers and two eunuchs, and the head of the
shaft being ornamented with a figure-head of a horse; three con-
taining warriors with uncovered heads, carrying maces and vessels;
the other three slabs had four figures on them, male and female
musicians, with eunuchs wearing fish-tail long caps, the whole group
bearing Assyrian instruments of music, such as drums, tambourines,
dulcimers, and cymbals. The representation of the ministers, who
seem to be walking before the king, is remarkable for the splendid
style of their dress; and one in particular, who seems to be the
chief, is gorgeously dressed, and the ornamentation of his drapery
is splendidly delineated.

After having excavated for about a week, I came to the con-
clusion that all the relics we were finding did not properly belong
to the place, but that they must have been thrown down there pell-
mell from different ancient buildings. The ditch had to be en-
larged as we proceeded downwards, until it grew to be nearly three
hundred feet in circumference; and we continued to discover an-
cient relics to the depth of forty feet from the surface.

It has been supposed by some that this was a site of a palace or
temple; but although a part of the débris had certainly some signs
of masonry, I could, nevertheless, find no trace of a wall or foun-
dation in the large area I excavated. The late Mr. George Smith
asserts that, according to the Assyrian inscriptions, there were at
least four temples in the space between the palaces of Sennacherib
and Assur-bani-pal, two temples dedicated to Ishtar, the goddess
of Nineveh, a temple to Nebo and Merodach, and a Ziggurat, or
temple tower.

After we had penetrated about fifteen feet downwards, we dm-
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covered, lying flat in the trench, a perfect obelisk made of white
calcareous stone, with apex of three steps. It measured nine feet
gix inches in height, and six feet three inches round its square base.
It is not a perfect square, two of the sides being wider than the
others. On each side there are eight small bas-reliefs, which run
continuously round the obelisk; that is to say, the lines of panels
do not end on each side as on the black marble obelisk of Shal-
maneser II, found by Mr. Layard at Nimroud, in 1846. These
panels, with the inscriptions, fill about two-thirds of the upper
part of the monument. This relic, which is now in the British
Museum, belonged to the reign of Assur-nazir-pal, the father of
Shalmaneser II, and represents the various exploits of that mon-
arch, who flourished 885-860 B. C.

Afterwards I found in another locality, about halfway between
Sennacherib’s palace and that of Assur-bani-pal, which I discovered
six months afterwards, the upper part of another obelisk of white
calcareous stone, ornamented with a bas-relief and inscription, and
belonging to the same king. Sir Henry Rawlinson was of opinion
that it had been erected at Elassar (the present Kalaa-Shirgat), as
the second column of the inscription treats principally of the build-
ings belonging to that city; but other Assyrian scholars attribute
it to Tiglath-Pileser I, who flourished about 1120 B. C., on account
of some expressions which tally with portions of the long inscrip-
tion of that monarch on three terra-cotta cylinders found at Kalaa-
Shirgat by Sir Henry Layard and myself. Unfortunately the in-
scription on the broken obelisk is very much defaced; but from all
that can be made out, it scems that the left-hand column contains
an account of the repairs made to the city of Asshur, supposed
to be the present Kalaa-Shirgat.

We also found in the same ditch a statuette of a naked female
figure, without either head or legs, with seven lines of inscription
on the back showing that Assur-bal-kala, son of Tiglath-Pileser,
was the king by whom it was dedicated. This torso is supposed
to be that of the goddess Beltis, or Venus of the Assyrians.

In different parts of the mound at Nimroud I was also fortunate
enough to find some valuable monuments of the old Assyrian
grandeur. At the southeast palace I brought to light some new
chambers lined with coarse sandstone blocks, and in one of them
were found four statues, which have been identified with the
Assyrian and Babylonian deity Nebo. Two of the figures have
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twelve lines of inscription round the body, and represent ihe god
with clasped hands; the other two, which bear no inscription, hold
a square basin in their hands, as if to receive the blood of the sacri-
fice offered to them. These four statues were placed in pairs, at
the two corners at one end of the hall, at right angles with one
another. Those two bearing inscriptions were so placed as to face
each other, looking north and south, while the other statues carry-
ing the basins were situated in the same line, at the main wall of
the chamber facing the east. The inscription states that they
were set up at Calah (the present mound of Nimroud) for Rimmon-
Nirari and his queen, Sammaramat (Semiramis), and Nebo is in-
voked as “the inspector of the heavens and the earth,” “he who
hears from afar,” “the sustainer,” “lord of lords, who has no equal in
power,” ete. According to the opinion of some Assyriologists, Nebo
was originally worshiped in Babylon; and Pul was the first Assyrian
king who introduced this deity into the Assyrian Pantheon. It
seems certain that in the earliest ages Nebo was the chief deity
worshiped in Babylon, and his temple was at Borsippa, now called
Birs-Nimroud. The names of Nebuchadnezzer, Nebo-polassar,
Nabonidus, and others, show that Nebo, or Nabu, the guardian of
the Babylonians, in much the same manner as “Allah” (Hebrew,
O, Alloh—the God of revelation), is used now among the Arabic
speaking peoples, and in the same sense as the Greeks used the
word Theos. Two of these statues are now in the British Museum,
where they are placed between the Nimroud and Koyunjik gal-
leries.*

At the entrance of the hall in which the four statues were
found, two other colossal figures of Nebo, measuring about eleven
feet in height, were discovered. One of them was broken in pieces,
but the other was perfect. They had their arms crossed, apparently
in an attitude of meditation, like those in the British Museum;
but they bore no inscription. Upon the head of each figure was the
horned cap, and their robes were decorated, like other sculptures,
with embroidery and fringes. It is a pity that I was not able at
that time, from want of funds, to send the perfect figure to Eng-
land, because, on returning to Nimroud some time ago, I found
that it had been very much injured, the features being quite de-

* I believe that when these statues were set up in the temple they

were covered with gold-leaf, of which the enemy stripped them when
the Medo-Babylonian army destroyed Nineveh.
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faced. I left the statue covered up with earth, as it would have
cost us a good deal to remove; but other explorers, at some later
time, had uncovered it, and left it to the mercy of the Arabs, who
deemed it a sacred duty to throw stones at it; for they looked upon
it as an “idol of the infidels.”

In the adjoining chamber, to which evidently the two colossal
figures of Nebo formed the entrance, I discovered a stone monolith
similar in form to the rock tablets of Bavian and Nahr-al-calb,
rounded at the top, and upon which was represented in high relief
the figure of Shamshi-Rimmon, the son of Shalmaneser. It was
of hard fine limestone, and carved in the same style as that found
by Sir Henry Layard in the same mound, at the temple near the
pyramid. The latter belonged to Assur-nazir-pal, the builder of
the northwest palace at Nimroud, and grandfather of Shamshi-
Rimmon. Both of the stelae are shaped alike, and in appearance
they almost resemble each other, both as regards the attitude of
the kings which are represented on them, and the usual mythic
Assyrian symbols with which they are decorated. The one I dis-
covered is a little smaller, but in perfection and relief equals that
found by Sir Henry Layard. The back and the arched frame are
carved with & cuneiform inscription in characters of the archaic
type. It stood in its original position, when found, upon a ped-
estal hewn in one solid block, with the back fixed hard against the
wall as if for the purpose of preserving the inseription from injury.
To save expense, I had to break off the pedestal before it could be
removed to send to England.

Professor A. H. Sayce, one of the most eminent Assyrian
scholars, has given a translation of the inscription in the “Records
of the Past.” *

In the center of the Nimroud mound, which is called in Sir
Henry Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon” the Center Palace, I dis-
covered heaps upon heaps of all kinds of sculptures. Many were
defaced, and others were in fragments; they had evidently been
collected there from different parts of the mound, where some por-
tion of the old palaces had been found to be falling to decay. Here
I also came across some pieces of a large obelisk, made of coarse
black basalt; but, although a large ditch was dug round the spot,
unfortunately I could not find the remainder of the pieces to enable

* “Records of the Past,” Vol. I, p. 9.
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Asgyrian scholars to determine its history. We have been able to
determine, however, from the fragments recovered, that when per-
fect it greatly exceeded in size the other two obelisks found at
Nimroud and Koyunjik, belonging respectively to the reigns of
Shalmaneser and his father, Assur-nazir-pal. This second Nim-
roud obelisk belongs also to the reign of Assur-nazir-pal, the
builder of the northwest palace. The engraving of the different
subjects is better finished than those on the other obelisks; but,
like them, it treats of the warlike adventures of that great Assyrian
king, who is represented, on the only perfect panel found, standing
on a castle, with ministers speaking to him, while other attendants
are weighing something like gold bullion outside it.

During the same expedition to Assyria I visited Kalaa-Shirgat
twice for the purpose of examining again its ruins. Although Sir
Henry Layard had carried on some excavations in it during his
second expedition to Mesopotamia, and had found there very little
to reward him for his trouble, yet the mound is so extensive, and
the spot is so famous in history, as being the first city built by
Asshur when he went forth out of the land of Shinar,* which he
had named after him, that both Colonel Rawlinson and myself
thought it necessary to try it again.

M. Place had been digging there before I arrived at Mossul in
1852, and it seems that he fopnd nothing to repay him for the
expense and trouble he went to. The consequence was, he had
never thought of excavating there again until he heard of my in-
tention to go to that place myself. This was very unfortunate,
because it is a known fact that, whenever the British and French
interests clash in foreign lands, there is sure to be jealousy and ill-
feeling created; and, although I always avoided such unhappy re-
sults, my public duty forced me sometimes to brave it out.} With-
out making my object known, I had everything prepared for the

* Genesis x, 11,

tAs far as I was concerned, I tried all I could to be on good terms
with M. Place. As soon as I arrived at Mossul, a deputation came to
me from his Jeboor workmen, who were excavating at Khorsabad,
asking me to employ them. Most of them had formerly worked in
Sir Henry Layard’s excavations under my superintendence, and, as I
considered it a mean and unwise policy to do so, I told them that if
they wished to please me, I would rather they remained where they
were; and that the more they were falthful to their employer, the more
I should be pleased.
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expedition, and only awaited the marriage of one of my brothers,
which was going to take place shortly. Fortunately, M. Place,
thinking that I would not leave Mossul before my brother’s wed-
ding, did not make the necessary haste; but I myself, hearing from
a reliable quarter, the day before the wedding took place, that M.
Place had prepared the required number of workmen to take to
Kalaa-Shirgat, and that the Bedouin guide from Firhan, the Shaikh
of the Shammer Arabs, had actually arrived at Mossul to escort the
French party, I gave up all idea of being present at the marriage
ceremony, and at once ordered a raft to be made large enough to
carry me and the necessary provisions and implements for eight or
ten gangs of workmen.

Although my explorations were mainly carried on at Koyunjik
and Nimroud, I had, nevertheless, a large number of workmen
"employed upon other mounds in the neighborhood of Mossul; and
as I was always in the habit of sending Arab laborers with their
provisions and digging plant, no notice was taken of my movements
when the raft was being built, nor of the dispatch of some trust-
worthy workmen from Koyunjik to Nimroud.* The only men
intrusted with the secret of my real intentions were two Arab over-
seers, who had worked under me in Sir Henry Layard’s time; one of
whom was named Mahmood Alfaraj, whose fidelity and praiseworthy
conduct I shall have often to notice in the course of my narrative.
Making all the haste I could to reach Nimroud by raft, I took Mr.
Hodder, the artist, a part of the workmen, and the overseers with
me, and the remainder went down by land with my saddle-horse.
As soon as the requisite number of men were selected from Nim-
roud to complete the gangs required, Mr. Hodder, my servants, and
I started on the raft, and the overseers, with the bulk of the
workmen, numbering about ninety, followed us for two days along
the eastern bank of the river, until we came to within three miles of
the mound of Kalaa-Shirgat. At this point the workmen had to
cross the river on the raft to join me, and proceeded to the ruin by
land. They forded the Zab a little above its junction with the
Tigris. This was easily accomplished, because in winter both rivers
are very shallow, and can be forded on foot in several places; but
as I wanted the workmen to cross the latter river at a certain spot
* This Assyrian site, where I was carrying on excavations, stands

one-third of the way on the eastern side of the Tigris, between Mossul
and Kalaa-Shirgat, the latter belng situated on the western bank.
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where the hilly banks terminate, and the water is very deep, I
found it necessary to let them have the raft to take them across
in companies.

As I mentioned before, the rivers in Assyria and Mesopotamia
being very shallow during the winter months, especially in De-
cember and January, when the rain in the plains is not very heavy,
and the mountains at the source of the Euphrates, Tigris, and the
two Zabs, are covered with snow, the progress on a river by raft
is very slow. Nevertheless, as I had to take the workmen
from Mossul and Nimroud with the provisions and plant necessary
for such an expedition, I deemed it expedient to proceed by water
to Kalaa-Shirgat rather than by land. The distance between Kalaa-
Shirgat and Mossul is about sixty miles; and when the river is high,
a8 it is in spring, a small raft like mine ought to make the voyage
in less than twenty-four hours, as one can then travel day and
night; but when the water is low, it takes at least three days to go
the same distance, especially a3 it is not easy to guide the raft at
night on account of the shoals and dams which impede the passage.
On that occasion especially, I was obliged to halt soon after sunset
to give the workmen rest, and enable them to have their meals.

The first evening we halted, after we left Nimroud, a messenger
arrived from Mossul bringing me a letter from my brother, the
then British vice-consul at Mossul, in which he told me that M.
Place had complained officially to him about my expedition to
Kalaa-Shirgat, which site, he said, belonged to the French, inas-
much as he had already carried on some excavations there, and had
spent a good deal of money to secure the right of digging in the
mound. I certainly could not understand the logic of M. Place’s
argument, when I knew that if any one had a right to dig there
more than others it was ourselves, as Sir Henry Layard was the
first who made any discoveries in that mound; nor could I under-
stand how M. Place, by obtaining the protection of the chief of the
Shammer Arabs, possessed the exclusive privilege of digging there.
The place was crown property; and although both the French and
ourselves were allowed, by virtue of the firmans granted to our
respective Governments, to excavate in any ground belonging to
the State, as a matter of etiquette no agent of any national museum
attempted to interfere with the operations of the other. To speak
for myself, I always refrained from excavating in any place where
other agents were conducting their special researches, particularly
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when they had been fortunate enough to come upon ancient remains.
On this account, therefore, I did not consider the objection of M.
Place about my having gone to Kalaa-Shirgat in any way justified
his interference; hence, I gave no heed to his complaint. The same
evening we heard that some workmen of the French had been seen
with the Bedouin guide making haste to reach Kalaa-Shirgat, as
they wished to be before us in taking possession, which, in their
opinion, would give them the right of preventing my digging there
altogether, more especlally a8 they had secured the protection of
the chief of the Shammer Arabs, which I had not. In fact, I very
seldom went on such expeditions under the protection of any chief,
a8 I always had with me a large body of armed faithful Arabs, some
of whom were well known in the country, and belonged to influ-
ential families. At the same time I kept an open house, and enter-
tained any chief or chiefs who wished to visit me. No sooner did
my workmen hear of the movements of those of the French than
they were seized with inexpressible frenzy, and began, as they are
wont to do on such occasions, to sing the war-cry and dance about
as if they were demented. Most of them wanted to cross the river
then and there, and push on so as to reach Kalaa-Shirgat before our
rivals; and others actually tried to swim over to the other side in
order to have a free fight with what they called “the intruders.”
After no end of persuasion, however, I managed to calm them down
for the time.

Unfortunately for us, a strong easterly wind sprang up at night,
accompanied with rain, which prevented us from resuming our
voyage the next morning, because the rafts, which are composed
of inflated sheepskins, and covered over with timber, can not make
progress against a head wind. As the storm continued, much to
our annoyance we were obliged to remain stationary all the follow-
ing day; which also made it very uncomfortable for my poor Arab
followers. We had two small tents, only sufficient to give shelter
to the servants, the overseers, and about a dozen more men. The
consequence was, the majority of the workmen were drenched to
the skin. Fortunately both banks of the Tigris were at that time
covered with brushwood and tamarisk-trees, of which the workmen
made bonfires, and by this means they managed to keep themselves
fairly dry and warm.

We started as early as possible on the following day; and as
soon as the Jirnaf Hills were passed, and we were within sight of
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the mound of Kalaa-Shirgat, I landed on the Mesopotamia side of
the river with Mr. Hodder and our servants. The raft was then
sent across the river to bring the workmen over by batches; but I
ordered Mahmood Alfaraj, with about a dozen trustworthy Arabs,
to cross first, as I wished them to precede us to the mound to take
possession of certain good spots, which I described to them, before
the employees of the French occupied them. I directed the overseer
that, when they arrived there and found that we were the first in
the field, to put up a signal on the highest part of the mound,
where we had carried on excavations before, in order that I might
know from a distance what I was to expect on my arrival. I could
not accompany Mahmood Alfaraj and the workmen sent with him
to secure possession of the spot, as I had to remain at the river
to see the workmen cross over as quickly as possible; but I asked
Mr. Hodder to accompany them, in order that he might prevent a
row in case our party came in contact with that of the French.

It took the men nearly two hours to cross, as the current of the
river was then very rapid; and every time the raft was rowed over,
it had to be dragged up the stream for nearly half a mile, that it
might reach the opposite landing-place without drifting down the
river. An hour after Mr. Hodder and Mahmood Alfaraj left, we
were delighted to see the longed-for signal hoisted on the highest
peak of Kalaa-Shirgot. At the sight of this, the grateful Arabs
on both sides of the river raised such tremendous cries of applause
that the very air seemed to rend with their shouts; and they kept
it up until we began to move towards our destination. We had not
gone half the distance before we heard the sound of the war-cry
and a great hubbub coming from the mound, which convinced us
that our men had come into collision with those of the French.
The Arabs who were with me at once took to their heels to help
their comrades in the struggle. I tried all I could to quiet them,
but to no purpose, as they said they were certain that their fellow-
laborers were being beaten and slaughtered, and their honor could
not allow them to hear the sound of the war-cry and not run to
their help. As I found that there was nothing for it but to allow
the men to run on, I galloped as fast as my horse would take me,
through the jungle, to prevent bloodshed. I fully hoped to reach
the scene of the strife before my Arab followers, but they beat
me, because they knew which way to go, and took short cuts;
and being on foot they managed to thread their way through the
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trees and bushes, while I, being on horseback, had to go a round-
about way to find a proper path without being either hedged in
between two trees or falling headlong into a ditch, of which there
were not a few. Our rapid march drove in utter confusion from
their haunts the wild boar, hares, hyenas, jackals, foxes, and the
other wild animals inhabiting that thicket, and disturbed the roost-
ing of the francolins, partridges, and quails; and if the statement
of the Arabs who flew to the rescue is to be believed, they actually
saw a lion turn tail as they rushed through the wood.

Happily, I arrived at the scene of conflict just in time to pre-
vent a serious strife; and the first thing I beheld was the Bedouin
Shammer guide lying flat on the ground, with one of my superior
workmen sitting on him, and threatening him with immediate de-
struction if he dared to move, while Mabmood Alfaraj was keeping
the poor French overseer at bay, to prevent him from ascending the
mound. I had very great difficulty in keeping the rival workmen
from coming to blows. Mr. Hodder told me that he had tried his
best to keep the peace, but without success, as the workmen of the
French insisted upon occupying our ground, although they had
arrived there long after our own men. To prevent any further
quarreling, I had to take both the Shammer guide and the French
overseer under my protection until perfect peace was restored. I
found out afterwards that the employees of M. Place had come to
Kalaa-Shirgat without provisions or implements for digging, and
I had actually to supply them with the former until their own
came down.

It appeared that, as soon as M. Place had heard of my departure,
he sent, under the protection of the Bedouin guide, an overseer
with a few workmen to the mound, that they might take possession
of the place before I reached it; and although they were mounted,
for some reason or other they could not do so in time. The guide
was in very low spirits all night, not because he had brought dis-
grace upon himself, but from fear that his chief, Shaikh Firhan,
would punish him for having acted the part of an enemy towards
me by escorting a party who came to Kalaa-Shirgat to oust me.
He swore, by all that is sacred, that when he left Mossul he had no
idea that he was coming to oppose me, and said that he had there-
fore made up his mind to return to Mossul, and leave the French
workmen to protect themselves in the best way they could. The
overseer also wanted him to return to Mossul to inform his master
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of what had taken place, especially as he himself was in want of
provisions, and could not commence work without directions. M.
Place was expected to follow in three or four days; but he did not
make his appearance, however, till three weeks afterwards, when
the expiration of my time of remaining at Kalaa-Shirgat was draw- -
ing nigh.

As I only wished to excavate in that part of the mound most
likely to furnish valuable antiquities, and where the black sitting
statue and the Tiglath-Pileser terra-cotta cylinder had been found
by Sir Henry Layard, I told the workmen of the French to dig
wherever they liked in the eastern portion of the mound. This
they did; but I had also on several occasions to provide them with
food, as their provisions were scanty, and they had a good deal of
difficulty in obtaining the proper supply from Mossul.

This was not the first time that my workmen came into col-
lision with those of M. Place, because, although I always tried to
carry on my explorations a good distance from the French diggings,
the rival workmen would somehow or other come in contact. It
was left to my lot to go and settle their disputes and bear the annoy-
ances, which were of frequent occurrence.

The mound of Nimroud, in which we have been digging ever
since 1845, is about thirty-five miles distant from Khorsabad, the
headquarters of the French explorations; and although, as I said
before, I always avoided carrying on my excavations anywhere near
theirs, nevertheless they would come 8o near mine as to create a
disturbance. Once they came to dig in some mounds not more than
one or two miles from Nimroud; and they would have gone so far
a8 to excavate at Nimroud itself, if I had not secured it on my ar-
rival at Mossul, when it was reported to me that they were going
to dig there.

On another occasion I had to send a few workmen to a large
mound at Shamamag, across the Zab, slightly examined by Sir
Henry Layard, but which Sir Henry Rawlinson thought worth
trying again. I was too busy at Koyunjik and Nimroud at the time
to go there myself, but sent in charge of the men a trustworthy
Arab overseer, who was well known in the district; but they had
not been at work three days before M. Place went to the place
and used his influence with Shaikh Hawwar, the then chief of the
Tai Arabs, to have my men turned away, in order that he might
take possession of the mound himself. M. Place visited the mound
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while my men were working; but as soon as he returned to the
encampment of the Tai, some horsemen of that tribe went to the
mound, stripped my workmen of their clothes, and drove them
away. Fortunately, there was a native of Mossul, of some influence,
staying at the time with Hawwar, who interceded for the workmen
and got back their clothes, but they lost all the money they had
with them. During the time my workmen were thus shamefully
treated and turned adrift, the overseer whom I had sent with them
was coming back to me as fast as he was able, to inform me of the
French consul’s intention to excavate there, otherwise, I do not
think that either Hawwar or his Arabs would have molested my
men. Indeed, the Shaikh afterwards apologized for what he called
the fault of his men, but not until M. Place had abandoned the
place from want of success. I did not consider it, however, worth
either the time or expense to revisit the mound.*

M. Place came to Kalaa-Shirgat three days before I quitted that
mound to return to Mossul; and we agreed in a most friendly way
how the ground was to be apportioned between us, as we both
wished to leave some gangs of workmen to go on with the excava-
tions. He returned to Mossul direct, and I went and visited our ex-
plorations at Nimroud on my way to Koyunjik. Mr. Hodder I had
to send back to Mossul soon after my arrival at Kalaa-Shirgat, as
the place was too dull for him, and he had scarcely anything to do
there. It was not long before M. Place recalled his men with dis-
gust, as they found nothing in their excavations save the usual
débris of modern buildings, as on a former occasion.

The mound of Kalaa-Shirgat is of a most extraordinary shape
and design. It is not like other Assyrian and Babylonian mounds,
which stand boldly and distinctly from the natural hills and arti-
ficial ancient sites adjoining them. At first sight the mound looks
larger than Koyunjik, Nimroud, Niffer, or any other of the huge
mounds that abound in Southern Mesopotamia; but on closer exam-
ination it is found that the largest portion, which appears to form
part and parcel of the ruin, is neither more nor less than a natural
hill to which the ancients had joined their artificial platform. In-
deed, a large part of it, which looks like other mounds, consists of a
light covering of earth not more than two or three feet in depth,

* It may be that the irritability which possessed my men at Kalaa-

Shirgat was brought about by their remembering the rough handling
their comrades had received when they went to Shamamag.
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under which is found concrete soil like the substance of the natural
hills around. When approaching it from the south or southeast,
nothing can be seen of it excepting the pyramid, as the southern
limit joins the natural hills; but when viewed from the north or
northwest it appears to be a most stupendous structure, because on
that side it is almost perpendicular, and rises above the plain to the
height of about one hundred feet. Neither Sir Henry Layard nor
myself found there any trace of ancient Assyrian building; and
although sometimes we came upon remnants of walls which we
thought belonged fo an early time, we bad to change our minds
after having thoroughly examined the ruin. We both found frag-
ments of bas-reliefs, human-headed bulls and lions, with some few
inscriptions on stone and brick. We were also fortunate enough to
discover buried in the solid sun-dried brick masonry, about ten
feet under ground, the annals of Tiglath-Pileser I recorded on the
terra-cotta cylinders, all bearing almost the same text. The first
was discovered by Sir Henry Layard at the beginning of 1852; the
second, exactly like it, I dug out in the following year during my
own mission; and the third I also discovered at the end of the same
year, on my second expedition to that ruin. This last cylinder is
larger and different in shape and size from the former two; but As-
syrian scholars have found that it contains thé same account of
the reign of Tiglath-Pileser I as the others. It records the exploits
of that Assyrian king, who reigned about 1,100 years B. C., and it
is one of the oldest Assyrian records yet found.

These three cylinders were found placed about thirty feet apart,
at three of the corners of an almost perfectly square platform.
They were buried in solid masonry on the same level, and so I fully
expected that we should find the fourth in the other corner; but
though I dug away and examined the whole structure, I could find
no trace of another cylinder. These were found in an elevation
to the west of the pyramid, which evidently contained, in the days
of yore, a temple or a small royal edifice, the indication of which is
shown by the pieces of human-headed lions and bulls which were
scattered in different parts of the mound. Judging from my ex-
perience in other localities where ancient Assyrian and Babylonian
buildings have been found, I do not believe that there is any stand-
ing structure left in Kalaa-Shirgat, but that all the ancient palaces
or temples that once existed there must have been utterly and in-
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tentionally destroyed by an enemy, and not burned down, as was
the case with the palaces at Khorsabad, Koyunjik, and Nimroud.

These annals of Tiglath-Pileser I have become famous in the
history of the decipherment of cuneiform writing, because the text
was the one used in 1856 for a test as to the true reading of the
arrow-headed characters, and proved a great success in determining
sundry doubts that existed among the first Assyrian scholars as to
the real rendering of certain words. It was agreed that four As-
gyrian scholars—namely, Sir Henry Rawlinson, Mr. Fox Talbot,
Dr. Hincks, and Dr. Appert—should all translate the inscription
simultaneously, but independently of each other; and, with the
exception of small minor differences, the translations were the same.
Their versions were published in 1857, under the title of the “In-
scription of Tiglath-Pileser I, King of Assyria, B. C. 1150,” and
were submitted to the Royal Asiatic Society in that year as a proof
of the advance in Assyrian interpretation and the general agreement
between the pioneers in the study of cuneiform. The learned Dr.
Samuel Birch, the head of the Oriental Department of Antiquities
in the British Museum, and president of the Society of Biblical
Archaeology, makes the following allusion in his preface to the
translation by Sir Henry Rawlinson of this inscription, published
in the “Records of the Past:” “On the whole, for its extent and his-
torical information relating to the early history of Assyria, this in-
scription is one of the most important of the series, showing the
gradual advance and rise of Assyria, while, as one of the first in-
terpreted, it presents considerable literary interest in respect to the
details of the progress of Assyrian interpretation. It is also nearly
the oldest Assyrian text of any length which has been hitherto
discovered, and is very interesting from its account of the con-
struction of the temples and palaces made by the king in the early
part of his reign.” *

Although Kalaa-Shirgat is only about sixty miles from Mossul,
yet it is almost in the desert; and with the exception of a few Arab
encampments, belonging to the Jeboor Arabs, which are scattered
here and there on both sides of the river Tigris, and are employed in
the cultivation of the common food of the Mesopotamian Arabs,
called dhirra or millet, not a soul is to be seen further than three

* See translation by Sayce in “Records of the Past,” New Series,
Vol. 1, pp. 86 1.
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miles from either bank, excepting Bedouin marauders, and caravans
traveling with a proper escort. Consequently, whenever an expe-
dition was organized for Kalaa-Shirgat, with the exception of meat
and sometimes grain, everything had to be sent from Mossul. The
first thing I did, on arriving at that deserted spot, was to have huts
built for the workmen and myself, as it is far from pleasant to live
in tents in such a place in winter. Formerly wood used to be very
plentiful there, both for fuel and building purposes. In spring
there was plenty of green food, and so we were well supplied with
wild vegetables, including asparagus, mushrooms, and truffles,
which the Arabs were quick in finding.



CHAPTER II.

ON my return to Mossul, I labored in vain to find new Assyrian
edifices, although my workmen were scouring the country for nearly
two hundred miles round; but my great aim was always directed
to the examination of the northern corner of the Koyunjik mound,
which, in my opinion, had never been thoroughly explored. My
difficulty was how to do this without getting into hot water with M.
Place. I feared if I did so, and failed, I might displease Colonel
Rawlinson, and get into trouble with the trustees of the British
Museum. M. Place had, as I have already said, before my arrival
at Mossul, asked and obtained the permission of Sir Henry Raw-
linson to excavate at the northern corner of Koyunjik; but I have
mever been able to find out why he did not do so for more than
a year.

It must be borne in mind that the mound of Koyunjik is
private property, and in order to enable any one to excavate in it,
the sanction of the owner must be obtained. The firmans granted
by different Sultans to both the British and French Goverments
were only so far good as to enable the agent of either museum to
dig in crown lands; but they did not give him the privilege of dig-
ging in private property without the good-will of the landlord. We
had, for some years past, been indemnifying the proprietor of
Koyunjik for allowing us to excavate in the mound, and I doubt
whether he would have liked the French to excavate in his land
without his special sanction. He was under great obligation to Sir
Henry Layard for assisting him when he met him at Constantinople
in August, 1849, the time he was in pecuniary difficulties, and
did not know where to turn for help. Moreover, it was an under-
stood, and indeed it is an acknowledged etiquette, that no agent of
any museum was to intrude in the sites chosen by the other. I was,
therefore, the more jealous of M. Place’s intention of extending his
researches in our field of operation, which he had not the least right
to do. Though I was not unsuccessful in my several excavations,
as will be seen from my narrative, I was nevertheless longing to
examine the northern portion of the mound of Koyunjik, and was

determined to do so, come what might, before my return to Eng-
28
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land. Most fortunately, M. Place never attempted to extend his
operations to Koyunjik, because, had he done so, I could not have
prevented him, inasmuch as Sir Henry Rawlinson had already ap-
portioned him the locality where he was to excavate. But how was
I to manage my project without the risk of being found out and
stopped by him was the puzzle, as all the workmen knew that that
part of Koyunjik was assigned to the French, and there were al-
ways spies ready to carry the news to my rival if they saw that I
was excavating in his apportioned ground. So I resolved upon an
experimental examination of the spot at night, and only waited
for a good opportunity and a bright moonlight for my nocturnal
adventure.

Moreover, as the time of my returning home was drawing nigh,
I could not afford to lose much time; so, having determined to work
out my scheme, I set to it in right good earnest. My most faithful
overseer, Mahmood Alfaraj, I had sent to Baghdad, in charge of the
British Museum and Crystal Palace sculptures and other antiquities
found at the center palace at Koyunjik. But I had another trust-
worthy overseer, of the name of Lateef Agha, an Albanian, to whom
I gave the charge of the enterprise. I myself selected the requisite
number of workmen from among our most tried and faithful Arabs,
who could be depended upon for secrecy, in order that they might
be ready to commence operations as soon as they were wanted. The
best of the joke was, not one of the men knew where they were
wanted to work until they commenced digging. They expected that
I was going to take them to Kalaa-Shirgat again, or send them to
dig in some distant place which I did not wish my rivals to know
about.

It was on the night of the 20th of December, 1853, that I com-
menced to examine the ground in which I was fortunate enough to
discover, after three nights’ trial, the grand palace of Assur-bani-
pal, commonly known by the name of Sardanapalus. When every-
thing was ready I went and marked three places, some distance
from each other, in which our operations were to be commenced.
Only a few trenches had been opened there in the time of Sir Henry
Layard; but on this occasion I ordered the men to dig transversely,
and cut deeper down. I told ther they were to stop work at dawn,
and return to the same diggings again the next night. The very
first night we worked there, one of the gangs came upon indications
of an ancient building; but though we found among the rubbish
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painted bricks and pieces of marble on which there were signs of °
inscriptions and bas-reliefs, I did not feel sanguine as to the result.
The next night the whole number of workmen dug in that spot,
and, to the great delight of all, we hit upon a remnant of a marble
wall, on examining which I came to the conclusion that it belonged
to an Assyrian building which had existed on that spot. The rem-
nant of the bas-relief showed that the wall was standing in its orig-
inal position, and, though the upper part of it had been destroyed,
I was able to judge, from experience, that it had not been brought
thither from another building. The lower part of the slab, which
contained the feet of Assyrian soldiers and captives, was still fixed
in the paved floor with brick and stone masonry, intended to sup-
port it at the back. To my great disappointment, after having
excavated round the spot a few feet, both the remnant of the bas-
relief and the wall came to an end, and there was nothing to be
seen save ashes, bones, and other rubbish, evidently the refuse of
the barbarous Sassanians who had occupied the spot after the de-
struction of Nineveb. This put a damper on my spirits, especially
a8 I had on that day reported to both the British Museum authori-
ties and Sir Henry Rawlinson the discovery of what I considered to
be a new palace, as I was then fully convinced of its being so. I
knew, also, that if I failed to realize my expectations, I should only
be found fault with and laughed at for my unrewarded zeal. How-
ever, I felt that as I had commenced, so I must go on, even if only
to be disappointed. The next night I superintended the work in
person, and increased the number of men, placing them in separate
gangs around the area, which seemed the most likely place for good
results. The remnant of the sculptured wall discovered was on a
low level, running upward, and this fact alone was enough to con-
vince an experienced eye that the part of the building I had hit
upon was an ascending passage leading to the main building. I
therefore arranged my gangs to dig in a southeasterly direction,
as I was certain that if there was anything remaining it would be
found there. The men were made to work on without stopping,
one gang assisting the other. My instinct did not deceive me; for
one division of the workmen, after three or four hours’ hard labor,
were rewarded by the first grand discovery of a beautiful bas-relief
in a perfect state of preservation, representing the king, who was
afterwards identified as Assur-bani-pal, standing in a chariot, about
to start on a hunting expedition, and his attendants handing him



26 ASSHUR AND THE LAND OF NIMROD.

the necessary weapons for the chase. More than half of the upper
part of the sculpture came into sight in an instant, as it happened
that while the men were busily engaged in digging a deep trench
inside what was found afterwards to be a long, narrow saloon, about
fifteen feet wide, a large part of the bank which was attached to the
sculpture fell, and exposed to view that enchanting spectacle. The
delight of the workmen was naturally beyond description; for as
soon as the word “Sooar” (images) was uttered, it went through the
whole party like electricity. They all rushed to see the new dis-
covery, and after having gazed on the bas-relief with wonder, they
collected together, and began to dance and sing my praises, in the
tune of their war-song, with all their might. Indeed, for a mo-
ment I did not know which was the most pleasant feeling that pos-
sessed me, the joy of my faithful men or the finding of the new
palace.

On this memorable night I was not in the happiest of moods
before I was so amply rewarded with the new discovery, as I had
heard that the fact of my digging at night had oozed out in the
town of Mossul, which fact did not surprise me, seeing that all the
" families of my night-workmen knew of their being employed clan-
destinely somewhere in the neighborhood. Moreover, the other men
who were not engaged in the secret nocturnal work, must have seen
their fellow-laborers leaving the encampment in the evening, and
not returning to their work the next day. The French consul was
not the only person I feared would stop me if the news of my dig-
ging in what he would call his own ground reached him; but what
I dreaded most was that the Ottoman authorities would think that
I was digging for treasure, inasmuch as both they and the natives
of the place always possessed the absurd idea that we were searching
for precious metal, or for a fabulous substance which they called
“Elkimia” (alchemy), that transmuted any metal into gold. But
when unmistakable success crowned my efforts, and I had no more
apprehension of being thwerted, I caused the night-workmen to be
changed, and fresh hands appointed in their place to go on with the
work during the day; because it was an established rule that when-
ever one discovered a new palace, no one else could meddle with it,
and thus, in my position as the agent of the British Museum, I
had secured it for England.

As a matter of course, the news of the discovery of a new palace
at Koyunjik spread in a few hours like wildfire in the town of
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Mossul and its neighborhood, and brc’mght us hundreds of spec-
tators to see the new discovery. Very few of them, however, were
able to satisfy their curiosity, as it was impossible to allow crowds
of peaple to enter the trenches; not only from fear of their being
in the way of the workmen, but they might have injured the sculp-
tures and stolen some of the terra-cotta inscribed tablets, which
began to appear at the bottom of the saloon. M. Place was at that
time superintending the French excavations at Khorsabad; and,
naturally, as soon as he heard of my discovery, which had been re-
ported to him from Mossul, he came post-haste to the spot and pro-
tested against my having passed the line of demarkation which sepa-
rated the British Museum excavations from the land assigned to
him by Sir Henry Rawlinson. But on my explaining matters, and
telling him that Sir Henry Rawlinson had no power to give away
ground which did not belong to him, and that it was evident, as
the owner of the mound was indemnified by us, it was but right
that the British nation should benefit by any discovery made in it,
he seemed to be quite satisfied with my reasoning, and before we
parted he congratulated me on my good fortune, not forgetting,
however, to hint that he intended to appeal to a higher authority.*
I need not say that I felt much relieved after the first outburst
of his anger was over, for which I was fully prepared, seeing that
he had been for two years in search of such an important discovery,
and through a mere oversight had allowed it to slip out of his hands.
The fact is, he could not have valued that part of the mound much,
and must have assumed that Sir Heury Rawlinson would not have
made it over to him if he thought that it was worth keeping.}

* The loss of this prize had such a bad effect upon M. Place’s mind,
that in the work he published in 1866-69 of his researches, entitled
“Nineve et I’Assyrie,” he quite ignored the fact of my discoveries, but
made it appear that Mr. Loftus, and even his artist, Mr. Boutcher, were
the successful explorers.

‘ tAfter Sir Henry Rawlinson visited Mossul from Baghdad, in
February, 1854, and selected from the newly-discovered palace a num-
ber of bas-reliefs, which he considered to be worth sending to the
British Museum, he allowed M. Place to choose between seventy and
eighty sculptures from the remainder. Thus a part of the sculptures
of the palace of Sardanapalus {8 now exhibited at the Louvre, and a
large number were lost through the mismanagement of French agents.
In sending them down to Basra on a raft for shipment in a French
vessel, which was waiting for them at that port, the whole number,
with another valuable collection from Khorsabad, went down to the
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Before the day was over, we had cleared out all the upper part
of the bas-reliefs in the saloon. I found that they were entirely
devoted to a representation of the royal lion-hunt, in which the
king is shown as the principal actor. Some of the sculptures were
_ missing, and others very much damaged by fire; but, upon the
whole, the remaining bas-reliefs were in a very good state of preser-
vation. The saloon was about fifty feet long by fifteen feet wide,
and although the height of the bas-reliefs was only five feet, the
room must have been, originally, at least ten feet high; the other
five feet, most probably, were built of sun-dried bricks ornamented
in color, with hunting or war scenes. I only found about fifteen
inches of the wall existing above the sculptures; and in many places
signs of painting still existed.

The monarch is represented four times on the sculptures of
this saloon. In the first, which has been already described, he is
seen to have just entered his chariot, and the attendants are hand-
ing him the hunting weapons, while the grooms are busily engaged
liarnessing the horses; in the second scene he is represented in his
chariot, at full speed, chasing a lion, and discharging an arrow at
the animal, which is running away, while a second arrow is seen fly-
ing through the air. In the same scene the attendants are repre-
sented spearing another lion, which had attacked them behind, with
dead and wounded lions lying about. The third scene represents
the king with his attendants spearing a lion, which had evidently
sprung upon the chariot, and, foiled in his revenge, viciously grasps
in his terrible jaws the chariot wheel. In the fourth, Assur-bani-pal
is seen in close combat with a lion, which has sprung upon him, and
his majesty boldly thrusts his dagger through the neck of the lion
while the attendants use their spears for the same purpose.

The tires of the king’s chariots are bound with sharp, rounded
wedges, which look as if they were attached to the wheels for the
purpose of cutting through any bone or flesh over which they
passed. Xenophon, in his Anabasis, alludes to the Babylonian army

bottom of the Tigris, below Baghdad. Some efforts were made at the
time to recover them, but those who were intrusted with the task did
not go the right way to work; and so there they still lle buried in
the sand at the bottom of the river. 1 think that if money and
trouble were no object, they could even now be recovered when the
Tigris is at its lowest depth in September.
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using scythes in their chariots for cutting through anything with
which they came in contact, although he does not actually say they
were attached to the wheels. He refers to them in his account of
the approach of the Babylonian army against Cyrus and his Greek
auxiliaries as follows:—

“In front of their line, at considerable intervals from each other,
were stationed the chariots called scythed chariots. They had
scythes projecting obliquely from the axle-tree, and others under
the driver’s seat, pointing to the earth, for the purpose of cutting
through whatever came in their way; and the design of them was
to penetrate and divide the ranks of the Greeks.” *

In other parts of the palace, Assur-bani-pal is represented in
nine different attitudes:

1. The king on foot, leading his horse by the halter, with an
attendant leading another horse behind him, while in front there
are other attendants exhibiting a dead lion.

2. King on foot, grasping a lion by the throat with his left
hand, while the right is engaged in driving a dagger through its
body.

8. King on horseback, driving his spear into the mouth of a
lion who is springing upon him.

4. King on foot, with a miter-shaped cap on his head, shoot-
ing lions.

5. King trying bows, which are handed to him by an attendant,
while another is receiving the one that has been tried, and laying
it on a heap with others in front of the monarch. Behind are pages
supplying his majesty with arrows.

6. King in full gallop, shooting at wild asses. The left arm,
thumb, and forefinger of his majesty are protected by a scientifi-
cally worked leathern guard, and the royal robe is covered with
minute ornaments.

7. King on foot, dragging a lion by the tail with his left hand,
while the right (which is defaced in the bas-relief) is evidently
raised in the act of striking at the animal.

8. King mitered and robed, pouring libation on a dead lion as
a drink-offering, in front of an altar.

9. King reclining on a couch in a garden, with a rug over his

* Xenophon’s Anabasis, Book I, chap. vii, sec. 10.
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knees, and his queen sitting opposite him, drinking each other’s
health.*

On the other slabs of the same series, there are men leading
horses, followed by a large body of warriors in marching order,
going toward the king; men leading dogs for the hunt; dead lions;
others in the agony of dying, of which several are shown bristling
with arrows and vomiting blood. The suffering oi one lioness in
particular is beautifully portrayed; resting on her forepaws, with
outstretched head, she vainly endeavors to gather together her
wounded limbs. Cages containing lions for the chase are sculp-
tured, with eunuchs standing on other cages, and lifting up the
bars to let out the imprisoned lions for the king’s hunt, the animals
being portrayed in every variety of posture, and carved with sur-
prising vigor.} From the representations on these sculptures it is

* It may not be uninteresting to mention that the mode of living
among the Assyrians and Babylonians in primitive days agreed more
with the present European usages than with those of Biblical lands.
We see these ancient natlonalities, as represented on the sculptures,
using high chairs and tables, while the Orlentals of the present day
squat down on the ground to eat their meals. We see also even cooks
dressing food on high tables. For the last thirty years, however,
there has been 80 much intercourse between the East and the West
that the better classes of the people of Turkey, especially the Chris-
tians, have adopted many European customs. One of the most in-
teresting bas-reliefs discovered among the Assyrian monuments was
a sculpture found by M. Botta in the palace of Sargon, the father of
Sennacherib, at Khorsabad, illustrating the well-known European
usage of toast-drinking, which shows that the custom was in vogue in
Assyria as far back as the eighth century before the Christian era.
(Vide Botta’s “Monuments de Nineve,” Plates 64 and 65.)

+ It 18 noteworthy that very eminent artists and lovers of fine arts
have admired the animated portraiture of some of the animals dis-
played on different sculptures found in Assur-bani-pal’s palace; and
in Rawlinson’s “Ancient Monarchies” the following allusion is made
with reference to the same eulogy:

“The hunting scenes from the palace of Assur-bani-pal (Sarda-
napalus of the Greeks) are the most perfect specimens of Assyrian
glyptic art. They are to be seen in the basement-room devoted to
Assyrian art in the British Museum. 8ir E. Landseer was wont to
admire the truthfulness and spirit of these reliefs, more especially of
one where hounds are pulling down a wild ass.

“Professor Rolleston has expressed to me his admiration of a
wounded lioness in the same series, where the paralysis of the lower
limbs, consequent upon an arrow piercing the spine, is finely rendered.”
(Rawlinson’s “Ancient Monarchies,” Vol. 1, pp. 512 and 517.)
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evident that the Assyrian kings preferred having the lions brought
to them to chase, rather than following them in their jungle.
There is a very pretty scene representing a park with a triumphal
arch, on which the king figures again, pursuing his hunting mania.
It may be that this representation is an attempt at a perspective
view of the king hunting lions at a distance; and what is supposed
to be a triumphal arch, is nothing more than the gate of the park
through which the monarch is seen following his favorite sport.
These bas-reliefs, which are placed in the basement room at the
British Museum, are in a good state of preservation, and there is
no doubt that they are the most interesting sculptures yet dis-
covered in Assyria, and belong to the period when Assyrian art was
at its zenith.

In the center of the same saloon I discovered the library of
Assur-bani-pal, consisting of inscribed terra-cotta tablets of all
shapes and sizes; the largest of these, which happened to be in
better order, were mostly stamped with seals, and some inscribed
with hieroglyphic and Phoenician characters. Amongst these re-
cords were found the Chaldean accounts of the Creation and Deluge,
which were deciphered by different Assyrian scholars.*

The sculptures on the northeast wall of the ascending passage,
which in the first instance indicated to me the existence of a new
palace, were totally destroyed, with the exception of two broken
slabs, in which there remained only the lower part of human fig-
ures. Three slabs, however, on the opposite side were in a tolerable
state of preservation; they were presented afterwards by Colonel
Rawlinson to M. Place for the collection in the Louvre.

After the discovery of the lion-hunt room, I brought as many
workmen as I could muster to the northern part of the mound,
and placed them to dig in different directions around that spot.
From that day forward we continued to discover new chambers
and many valuable remains.

Between the ascending passage and the lion-hunt saloon we
found a room about twenty-five feet in length by twenty feet in
width, totally destroyed; in some parts even the foundation-stones
had been removed. To the southwest of this chamber we came
upon another passage about the same length as the lion-hunt saloon,

* Recent translations of them may be found in Schrader: “The
Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old Testament.” London, 1885.
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but a little narrower, in which some sculptures were found repre-
senting an orchard or park. A lion is here seen crouching among
reeds and flowers, which are most exquisitely delineated; hunting
dogs in leashes are being led by the keepers, and a tame lion is
represented walking by the side of an African eunuch, who wears
a cap ornamented with feathers.

Immediately behind the lion-hunt saloon, on the southwest of
the palace, we came upon a room about twenty feet square, con-
taining battle-scenes and mythological figures. The majority of
the bas-reliefs with which the chamber was paneled were in first-
rate condition, and most interesting in character, representing the
warlike exploits of Assur-bani-pal in Susiana.*

The entrance to this chamber was formed by two pairs of
colossal flgures; one representing a priest, or some other religious
dignitary, wearing the horned cap surmounted by a fleur-de-lis, and
a lion-headed and eagle-footed human figure raising a dagger in
one hand and holding a mace in the other. A large recess was
found in the southwest wall of this chamber, on either side of
- which was a bas-relief divided horizontally into two compartments,
representing in the upper part a human figure with a lion’s head and
eagle’s feet, while in the lower there was a human-headed lion,
with its paws stretched out as if in the act of supplication. At the
back of the recess was a sculpture representing a most hideous
lion-headed monster, with extended jaws, the tail of a scorpion,
and the feet of an ecagle; resembling very much those monsters
found by Sir Henry Layard at the Nimroud temple near the
pyramid.{ The best of these sculptures, which is well finished
and in a good state of preservation, was the one which exhibits the
siege of a city, with two lines of inscription, read “Khamana” by
both Sir Henry Rawlinson and M. Oppert, ip the infancy of As-
syrian study. On this interesting bas-relief, scribes are seen writing
down on clay tablets, like those found both at Babylonia and As-
syria, the account of the battle. At that time I was quite skeptical
a8 to the true reading of Assyrian, or what is commonly called
cuneiform writing; but Sir Henry Rawlinson having read it to me
when he came up to Mossul from Baghdad, in the month of Feb-

* The best of the sculptures of this chamber were sent to the
British Museum; but those found in more or less injured condition
were presented to M. P'lace for the Louvre.

+ Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon,” p. 848.
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ruary, 1854, I was curious to know what rendering other reputed
Assyrian scholars would give it. It happened that at that time
the learned French savani, M. Oppert, visited Mossul on his way
to Europe from Baghdad, and, of course, he was very much inter-
ested in seeing what had been found; and while I was showing him
over the Susiana chamber in the palace of Assur-bani-pal, I asked
him to tell me what the inscription meant. To my surprise and
satisfaction he gave it the same meaning as Sir Henry Rawlinson.

The adjoining room* to the west of the Susiana chamber, which
must have been about sixty feet long, was, with the exception of
three sculptures which were in good preservation, found to have
been utterly destroyed. Indeed more than two-thirds of it
not a trace of the stone wall was visible. The above sculptures,
which are in the British Museum, contain a most interesting
architectural subject. Two of them represent a view of a country
with two rivers, between which there are groups of men, some on
foot and others on horseback, who seem to be making all the haste
they can to quit the country. Some are running and looking back,
either for friends or to see whether they are pursued by the enemy.
Above the rivers is represented a large palace or temple, surrounded
by three walls with battlements. The pillars of the edifice are
resting on the backs of human-headed bulls, with their heads turned
like those found at Khorsabad. On the third slab there is to be
seen a part of a palace and a bridge having three pointed arches,
and very near it stands one of those stelae or “image of his ma-
jesty,” with an arched frame on which is portrayed an Assyrian
king.}

While breaking down the brick wall behind these sculptures to

“enable me to pack them for dispatch to England, we found a large

terra-cotta cylinder buried there, but unfortunately it crumbled
to pieces as soon as it was exposed to the air. This record was after-
wards found to contain the annals of Assur-bani-pal. In another
chamber were found mixed with the débris fragments of a similar
cylinder, which seemed to be a duplicate copy of the same in-
seription.}

* See Plan 2.

+ This has been identified by Assyrian scholars as a representation
of the hanging gardens of Babylon.

1 It was a curlous coincidence that twenty-five years afterwards,
when I was sent by the trustees of the British Museum to make fur-

8
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In another long room, southwest of the Susiana room, of the
same size as the one I have just described, we found other interest-
ing sculptures, representing a large town with many gates situated
on the banks of a river, and with a canal running round it.* The
greater part of the room, on the northeast extremity of it, was
found, like the others, to have been totally destroyed, and there
remained only a few bas-reliefs, mostly decayed. It had originally
four entrances, all of which were paved with marble and ecal-
careous stone, most elaborately and beautifully carved with rosettes
and the lotus. These two forms of decoration seem to have been
very much esteemed by the Assyrians, as we found them used in
every piece of ornamentation or embroidery. I sent five specimens
of them to the British Museum, and they are now exhibited in the
Assyrian. basement-room with the collections from the palaces of
Sennacherib and Assur-bani-pal. The palterns are exceedingly
beautiful, and display more richness and elegance than any other
form of ornamentation discovered in the ruins of ancient Assyria.-

This kind of pavement was first noticed by Sir Henry Layard
in 1845 at Koyunjik, when he was fortunate enough to discover
the remains of an Assyrian building.t The very first three cham-
bers Sir Ilenry Layard opened in Sennacherib’s palace belonged
to the reign of Assur-bani-pal, and adjoined the northeast extremity
of his grandfather’s edifice. This shows that when the Assjrian
kings built their palaces they at first paneled them with plain aia-
baster or calcareous stone, and afterwards had carved upon the
slabs the different baltle or hunting scenes as they occurred. This
is proved by the fact that, although these chambers resembled in

ther examination of the palaces at Koyunjlk, I found another copy of
the same cylinder in almost perfect condition buried in a solid brick
wall in the same palace, and within a few yards of the former.
~ *These sculptures have been identified as belonging to the history
of the siege and capture of Babylon by Assur-bani-pal

+ “Nineveh and Its Remains,” Vol. I, p. 126. It may be interesting
to Assyrian scholars to learn that when I reported to S8ir Henry Raw-
linson the discovery of Assur-bani-pal’'s palace, and sent him some
coples of inscriptions found therein, he wrote, as far back as the 25th
of January, 1854, as follows: “I am delighted at the discovery of the
new palace in the northern part of the mound at Koyunjik. It belongs
to the son of Esarhaddon, and was no doubt built at the same time
as the palace on the extreme southern edge of the mound belonging
to the same king.”
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style and dimensions those of Sennacherib’s palace, they contained
the record of the campaign of Assur-bani-pal’s, which took place
about fifty-five years afterwards. The last named king is repre-
sented twice on the bas-reliefs found in these halls.

In another room to the southeast of the lion-hunt saloon, which
was very much destroyed, we found some bas-reliefs representing
an assault by Assyrian warriors on an encampment; some are setting
fire to the tents and carrying off the women captives, while others
are in full chase of men riding on camels, who are fleeing for their
lives. This has been considered an Arab encampment, because the
men wear no head-dress, and are clothed with nothing more than
a mere cloth tied round their loins.

- Another fact connected with the style of the architecture at the
period of Assur-bani-pal and that of the other Assyrian kings who
preceded him, is the entire absence of winged bulls or lions at the
grand entrances to their palaces. They are replaced by colossal
figures of Ea, hideous monsters, and human figures with lions’ heads
and eagles’ feet. Also the sculptures decorating Assur-bani-pal’s
northern palace at Koyunjik were on an average two or three feet
less in height than those of his grandfather, Sennacherib, which
shows that either he contented himself with lower rooms, or that
he preferred finishing the remaining space between the sculptures
and the ceiling with painted scenes. Then again the palace of
Assur-bani-pal must have been only one story high, while that of
Sennacherib, judging from the quantity of rubbish we had to re-
move before we could uncover the top of the remaining walls, must
have been two or three stories. In Assur-bani-pal’s palace, on the
contrary, we came in many places upon the top of the sculptures
before we had cleared away a foot of earth; indeed, in one or two
instances, a child might have scratched the ground with his fingers,
and touched the top of the sculptures.

After I had discovered this palace, I could not help wondering
how former excavators had missed coming upon some of the walls,
which were not more than a foot from the spot where they left
off digging, especially in the place near the lion-hunt saloon, where
the old trench went through a broken wall and missed the sculp-
tures which were still remaining on either side.

There is no doubt that the main destruction of the palaces was
the work of the Sassanians, who occupied the mound before the
Arab conquest; and in order to save themselves expense and trouble
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they dug out most of the sculptures, and burnt them for lime to
build their more rude habitations with. At the place where I dis-
covered the great hall, or courtyard,* there existed the remains
of a large building of some well-to-do Sassanian or Arab, which had
also been covered over with earth, and made the place appear as if
it had never been inhabited. Built into some of the walls of this
house I found a great number of pieces of sculpture, which had
been brought from the adjacent Nineveh edifices. Since the de-
struction of the Assyrian and Babylonian monarchies these barba-
rous people who succeeded them preferred building their houses
rudely with mud and stone, and plastering them over with lime,
which they obtained from the burnt marble or stone, rather than
go to the trouble of following the good example of the Assyrians
in using bricks and stone.

Most unfortunately just at the time when I most needed an
artist to draw the numerous sculptures, and copy .the various in-
scriptions that were being daily discovered, both at Koyunjik and
Nimroud, Mr. Hodder fell hopelessly ill, and was compelled to
leave Mossul and return home. There was an eminent American
doctor at Mossul at the time, who recommended- his immediate
departure to Europe, as he thought it was the only chance of saving
his life.

It happened, most fortunately, however, that another English
artist appeared on the scene, whose services could be spared to do
the work. 1 have already mentioned my late friend, Mr. Kennett
Loftus, whom I met at Jazeerah on my way out from England in
October, 1852. Since that time Mr. Loftus had returned home,
and had been sent out again to Baghdad by the “managers of the
Assyrian Excavation Fund,” who organized themselves in England
for the purpose of enlarging the field of operation in Assyria and
Babylonia, as they considered that the sum granted by the Treasury
to the British Museum for archaeological researches in Assyria
was quite inadequate for the proper prosecution of the work. As
the explorations were then being conducted by me for the trustees
in Assyria, Mr. Loftus had to try his luck in Chaldea; but when
the time came that the funds available for my undertakings were
nearly spent, and I was obliged to abandon the newly-discovered
palace and other more or less important ancient sites, both at

¢ See Plan 2,
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Koyunjik and Nimroud, Mr. Loftus was directed to take up the
work where I left it.

Messrs. Dickenson, of Bond Street, had voluntarily sent out to
him an able artist, Mr. William Boutcher, to assist in making plans
and drawings of the different buildings and objects discovered;
and as it happened that his services were not at the time urgently
required in Southern Mesopotamia, when Mr. Hodder was obliged
to return lome, Mr. Loftus sent Mr. Boutcher to make drawings
of the sculptures which Mr. Hodder was unable to finish, and to
take charge of the sites for the “Assyrian Excavation Fund” where
I left them. The trustees, after my return to England, resolved
to continue the national researches, and as I declined to return to
Mossul on account of a political appointment which had been
offered to me under the Indian Government, Mr. Loftus was com-
missioned to continue the work. He was not so successful as I had
been, but following up the work at the northwestern end of the
ascending passage, which I had in the first instance discovered, he
brought to light the remainder of the passage, and other parts of
Asgur-bani-pal’s palace at the western corner of the Quadrangle.
It appears, from the addition made to my original plan, that
this passage, which was about one hundred and seventy feet long,
was & continuation of the one I discovered,—my examination of
the ascending passage having been made in a southeasterly direc-
tion where the palace was situated, as I could not afford the time
and expense of keeping my workmen uncovering the northwesterly
end.*

Indeed, I made this new discovery just at the time when the
public money available for the exploration was nearly exhausted,
and T was on the eve of leaving for England; and nothing but the
importance of the work with which I was occupied made me post-
pone my departure for three months.

At the western corner of the palace, already mentioned,{ which
appears to have been the private entrance, Mr. Loftus uncovered
a portal and three chambers, in which some very interesting sculp-
tures were found. The most valuable were a series of bas-reliefs
representing the continuation of Assur-bani-pal’s favorite sport,
the chase of the lion and the wild ass. All the representations
depicted ehow great delicacy of execution, and prove that Assyrian

*See Plan 2. $Ibid.
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art as regards sculpture was never so highly cultivated, either before
or after the reign of that renowned king. No one can help admir-
ing the fine spirit in which all the figures, whether of man or beast,
are set forth; especially the attitude of the eunuchs laboring under
the heavy load of a wounded lion; others carrying a dead hare, asses
at full gallop, gazelles in flight, and dogs in hot pursuit of a herd
of wild asses. The most valuable discovery in this part of Assur-
bani-pal’s palace was a representation of the monarch himself
lounging on a couch covered with a rug, with his queen sitting
on a chair, or throne, drinking with her consort right royally the
loving cnp, and having before them a table exquisitely orna-
mented.* Behind them stood their attendants, each carrying a
towel and busily engaged in fanning their majesties to keep the flies
from their faces and cups. The scene is represented in a garden,
with the king and queen sitting below an arbor of vines and palms,
evidently ready for their dinner, as two attendants are represented
bringing some viands in round dishes just like those we found at
Nimroud and Koyunjik, with musicians following.t As the vines
show bunches of grapes, and the palm is devoid of fruit, it seems
probable that the garden must have been in Assyria, because, in
that country, palm-trees do not thrive; and although in some parts
they grow to a certain height, they never bear proper dates. It
may be that the kings of Assyria planted palms in their gardens
in memory of their Babylonian conquests, and the fact that the
vine is showing fruit, and the plans are represented without, indicate
where they are growing, seeing that both bear fruit at the same time
of the year in Southern Mesopotamia; that is, in July and August.
In the same garden there are trees represented, which look like
those of the cedar or cypress kind. These trees are now extinct in
Mesopotamia. On the trees there are birds represented with a head
of a notable chief, supposed to be Teuman, king of Elam, hanging
on one of the branches.f Behind the king there is a stool, on which
Assur-bani-pal’s bow and arrows are laid.

During the time we were uncovering the sculptures at Assur-

* It 18 customary in the lands of the Bible now to drink a glass or
two of alcoholic spirits before dinner, and It may be their Assyrian
majesties were doing the same on this occasion. ¢

+ See Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon,” p. 338.

1 This depraved and disgusting exhibition is even now practiced
in countries in the East where Christian civilization has not reached.
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bani-pal’s palace, the workmen suffered from excessive cold, which
continued till the time I left for England in the beginning of May,
and I do not remember ever having before experienced such cold
80 late in spring in that part of the valley of the Tigris. - Snow
actually fell as late as the 9th of March, and the rain was so plenti-
ful during the year that the Tigris reached almost to the outskirts
of the walls of Nineveh. One day, about the beginning of Feb-
ruary, when Sir Henry Rawlinson and I endeavored to cross the
river from Mossul to Koyunjik we were quite unable to do so from
the strength of the current, though we tried to pass up the Khosar,
which comes down frorma the Assyrian mountains and runs past
Koyunjik before it falls into the Tigris. Our boat could not even
make headway in this small stream at that time, though during
the latter part of summer it is quite dry.

The storms were also in that spring most terrific. One night
while encamping on the mound of Koyunjik, and I was fast asleep in
my tent, there was a tremendous storm of hail and rain, and all of a
sudden I felt myself going down a pit, with bed, tent, and every-
thing else I possessed. My plight at the time can be better im-
agined than expressed. Taken so by surprise in a very dark night,
with rain and hail pouring down in torrents, and I being ingulfed
in a pit with a deluge of water rushing down upon me and bringing
with it heaps of the débris of the excavations, I could not for some
time realize the true state of my position. Indeed, when I first
felt myself going down, the fate of Korah passed through my mind,
and I did not collect my senses until a number of my faithful
Arabs came to my rescue, and quickly raised me out of the ditch
half-drowned and covered wilh mud. It appeared that my tent had
been pitched over one of the large tunnels dug at the time of Sir
Henry Layard’s excavations, which had been lost to the sight; and
the quantity of rain which had fallen had undermined it; hence my
mishap. :

In the beginning of April, 1854, I closed all the different works,
both at Koyunjik and Nimroud, and having pointed out the im-
portant sites to Mr. Boutcher and made over to him the plant of the
excavations for the use of Mr. Loftus, I left Mossul May 1st.

Though, as will be seen from the foregoing account, I had not
a little trouble and anxiety in the discovery of Assur-bani-pal’s
palace, my connection with it would well-nigh have been forgotten
were it not that I was appointed once more by the trustees of the
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British Museum in 1877 to return to Mesopotamia and resume my
researches. Indeed, some writers have even made it appear that
it was some one else who enriched the British Museum with the
beautiful sculptures and valuable inscriptions unearthed in the
palace of the last great king of the Assyrians, the renowned
Sardanapalus. Professor George Rawlinson, in alluding to Assur-
bani-pal’s palace, refers to its sculptures as follows: “These slabs,
which were recovered by Colonel Rawlinson, are now in the British
Museum. The animals of chase include lions, wild bulls, wild
asses, stags, and antelopes.” * This seems the more strange when it
is remembered that, as far back as April, 1856, his brother, Colonel
(afterwards Sir Henry) Rawlinson, in writing to the Athenaeum,}
gave me the credit of having discovered the palace; and even if he
had not done so, I can not conceive how any one else could claim the
honor of having found it, more especially as I was at that time the
accredited agent of the British Museum, and in sole local charge of
the excavations, without even recounting the round-about way I
went to discover it.

The publisher of the “Illustrated London News,” however, was
generous enough to give & prominent notice of my discoveries when
the collection from Assur-bani-pal’s palace reached the British
- Museum in May, 1856, though I was thousands of miles away in
Arabia Felix. In giving a few illustrations of the antiquities I
discovered, the article begins thus: “Another fine collection of
Assyrian sculptures has arrived in England, and has been deposited
in the British Museum. A portion only of them is now exhibited;
but arrangements are in progress to admit the public into the cel-
lars, where they must remain until a becoming gallery is provided
for them. They consist of about seventy slabs, chiefly selected
from the north palace at Koyunjik, discovered in 1854 by Mr.
Hormuzd Rassam, the companion and friend of Mr. Layard. It
must be not a little gratifying to that pioneer of Assyrian research
to find, through his example, an Oriental—generally indifferent
to all works of art—-so thoroughly interested in the undertaking and
impregnated with the English energy to carry his individual labors
to a successful conclusion. In 1852, Mr. Rassam was appointed by

* Rawlinson’s “Herodotus,” Vol I, p. 495, note 8.
fAthenaeum, No. 1,483, 12th April, 1856.
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the trustees of the British Museum to take charge of the excava-
tions at Nineveh, and returned once more to Mossul. The diffi-
culties he had to encounter were by no means slight. For several
years his predecessor had tunneled through the most promising
spots of the Assyrian mounds, and accumulated the works which
have astonished and gratified the English nation. If success at-
tended the new expedition, the result would have been received
as a natural consequence; but if unsuccessful, no amount of energy,
perseverance, or labor would have shielded the conductor of the
expedition from undeserved blame, more freely bestowed, too, per-
haps, because he was a foreigner in an Englishman’s position. And
yet the discoveries are in a great measure the result of good fortune,
which no intelligence can command. The appearance of the
mounds i8 nearly uniform. There are but slight undulations on
the surface—sometimes, it is true, indicating the position of the
ancient remains beneath, but as often leading the explorer to ex-
tensive barren operations. We may likewise rest assured that Mr.
Layard had previously profited by every hint which the appearance
of the ground afforded. The site of the northern palace, whence
these, the finest sculptures, have been procured, was the lowest and
the least promising part of the monnd. It had been long ago tried
by Mr. Layard, who only came upon a drain, and then abandoned
the trench. At the commencement of his labors Mr. Rassam cut
several trenches there, but, finding no trace of sculpture, considered
the excavation of it useless, and removed all his workmen to the
southern part and center of Koyunjik, and to the large mound of
Nimroud; meanwhile the second French expedition at Khorsabad
had discovered scarcely anything but plain mud walls, human-
headed bulls, and small metal articles, and M. Place, wishing to
possess for the Louvre a collection of smaller and more varied sculp-
ture, Sir H. Rawlinson, with liberality which does him honor, trans-
ferred to him the whole of the northern portion of Koyunjik. M.
Place was prevented by circumstances from availing himself of the
offer, and confined his operations to Khorsabad. Mr. Rassam for
months unceasingly exerted himself, but found nothing to return
the nation for the money it had granted until three months before
his appointment ceased, when, almost in despair, he tried once more
an old abandoned trench on the north side of the mound. He had
not proceeded a yard before he came upon the first of a series of
chambers and passages lined with the most exquisite bas-reliefs
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which have yet reached England. With redoubled energy he pros-
ecuted his work, and previous to leaving Assyria he had the satis-
faction of uncovering what then appeared the whole of the palace
of Assur-bani-pal, the grandson of Sennacherib, and to pack
and dispatch to England a selection made by Sir Henry Raw-
linson, from the best fruits of Aesyrian sculpture. Until the
arrival of the slabs in England there was little chance of Mr. Ras-
sam’s exertions being appreciated, and, now that they have reached
us, he is far away on the shores of the Red Sea. We, therefore,
more readily bear testimony to the value of his services, and record
our gratification, for his sake, as well as for the nation’s, that suc-
cess at last rewarded his perseverance and dispelled the anxiety
which he must have suffered during so many months of discourag-
ing labor.” *

As T wished to reach England as quickly as possible, I took the
unfrequented route through Northern Mesopotamia, and reached
Orfa (the ancient Edessa) in a quick ride of nine days on drome-
‘daries via Nissibeen (the ancient Nisibis), leaving the mountains
of Sinjar on the left.} For the first three days we frequently passed
encampments of the Shammer Arabs and other petty tribes de-
pendent on them. The whole of the Shammer Arabs were at that
time in open rebellion against their supreme chief, Firhan, partly
because he tried to keep them from plundering in the Province of
Mossul, from whence he was receiving a regular stipend for pro-
tecting the high roads, and partly on account of the hatred the tribe
entertained against a cousin of the chief, named Hajjir, who had,
contrary to Arab rule, treacherously killed a renowned chief while
he was their guest.}

Morcover, the Ottoman authorities being just then in great
trouble on account of the Turco-Russian War, had no available
troops to punish the refractory Arabs, and on this account their
ravages were allowed to go on unchecked.

According to common practice, when any one wishes to travel

* Illustrated London News, 24th May, 1858, p. 553.

+ My guide brought with him three dromedaries; the best we
mounted together, he riding behind me, and the other two carried my
servant, luggage, provisions, bed, and our Bedouin camel-driver, who
accompanied his master, my protector.

{ This treacherous chief was afterwards killed by & nephew of the
murdered man.
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safcly through an uninhabited district, either in Syria or Mesopo-
tamia, over which the Turkish Government has really no control,
it is necessary to obtain the protection of the chief whose province
it is to provide an escort. This generally consists of one known
attendant, sometimes only a slave, who has power to escort the
traveler through friends and foes without fear of molestation.
Even a woman, according to Bedouin custom, has the privilege of
protecting a traveler, although he is a murderer, while passing
through the tribe which was seeking revenge; this protection is not
only extended to the life of the individual, but also to his property.
Thus if a chief of a powerful tribe gives his protection to a traveler,
there is no fear of any member of his or any other tribe immediately
connected with them molesting him, however great the value of his
possession may be. The reason is obvious; because if any one dared
to ipjure or plunder the person who is traveling under protection,
both the chief and his tribe would be disgraced forever if they did
not retaliate and punish the offender severely, even at the risk of
being annihilated. This defense, however, does not hold good in
the matter of petty tribes at war with each other, or in case the
wayfarers meet with & plundering party belonging to a tribe who
sre at open enmity with the escort, or in passing through an en-
campment of a tribe when the escort is not himself entitled to the
privilege of protecting a traveler. For instance, the Shammer
Arabs inhabit that part of Mesopotamia lying between the Tigris
and Euphrates, and extending for three hundred miles from the
foot of the Koordistan Mountains, below Mardeen on the northwest,
to the Median wall on the southeast; the Innizza tribe occupy the
western side of the Euphrates, extending from the Pashalic of
Aleppo to that of Baghdad, including a part of the district of
Damascus; while the Montifij, or Montifig Arabs, hold the sway of
Southern Mesopotamia, extending from the Median wall to Shat-al-
Arab, the junction of the Tigris with the Euphrates. So an escort,
even if he is a slave, from the principal chief of any of these
three most powerful tribes of Mesopotamia and Syria, can pass a
traveler unmolested through that part of the country inhabited
by his own people. Supposing a traveler has to go from Damascus
to Palmyra, and thence to Dair and Mossul, he has to find out, in
the first instance, which is the most powerful tribe inhabiting the
district between the first-named places from which he will have to
obtain a guide. After reaching Palmyra he has to look out for
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another escort who can safely assert his Arab right of hospitality.
Ultimately, when he wishes to cross to Mesopotamia, he has to send
to one of the chiefs of the Shammer Arabs, whose province it is to
convey the traveler safely to Mossul. It is the duty of the escort,
who is generally well acquainted with the state of the country, to
recommend the safest route, and the chiefs who are best able to give
the necessary protection; and sometimes they even advise the trav-
eler to send to a deadly enemy of their own, if they know that he is
the only man who can insure the safety of the wayfarer. The trav-
eler in that case remains with the clan, or friendly tribe of the last
escort, while a messenger is dispatched for another to take his
place. ' Sometimes the Turkish governor of a district will recom-
mend and assist in obtaining the necessary escort when he can not
himself supply the traveler with the required guard of soldiers or
police. Formerly Turkish soldiers had no power to escort any
party through the country of the principal Arab tribes; but now,
most of the Bedouins having been brought to some extent under
Turkish control, the very uniform of an Ottoman soldier, regular or
irregular, is sufficient to insure safety. He is only allowed, however,
to escort a party on sufferance; because if any disturbance take
place, and both the traveler and his Turkish protector are killed,
there will be no one whose duty it is to revenge the murder. In
these matters I always used my discretion, sometimes employing
Arab escorts, at others taking with me an Ottoman guard, and
very often going about without either one or the other, as I knew
that if we met with a plundering party, neither the stick nor spear
of the former, or the rusty arms of the latter, could save me; but
most probably one would be killed in my defense, and the other
would cut and run and leave me in the lurch. Nor did I ever carry
firearms during my travels, as I knew that they could not save me
if T was attacked by a band of robbers. The chances would have
been that if I had fired, and even not wounded a man, I should meet
with the same fate that happened to a large number of Europeans
who had used their arms indiscreetly. Notwithstanding I have
been traveling among Arab tribes, off and on, for thirty-five years
(not counting the four years I was with Sir Henry Layard), it was
my fortune never to meet with one single misadventure, nor to lose
a8 much as a shilling’s worth of anything by day or by night,
though I slept alone in my tent, and very often away from my fol-
lowers. I was sometimes told in the morning that the chief who
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felt himself morally responsible for my safety kept watch all the
night around my tent, for fear of some stray robber entering and
stealing some of my belongings. The fact is, wherever I encamped
I felt that all the Arabs around me knew who I was, and that no
one would attempt to do me any injury for fear of the revenge of
my Arab friends, who would be sure to take up my cause, even
if it came to a dead fight.

As I eaid before, when I left Mossul to return to England, the
whole of the Shammer Arabs were at sixes and sevens, and there
was no one acknowledged as supreme chief of all the subdivisions
of the tribe; so when I wrote to Shaikh Firhan, who was then the
chief of all the Shammer Arabs, for an escort, he sent an answer to
say that he was very sorry o be unable at that time to insure me
a safe passage through the country I wished to traverse, as all the
Shammer Arabs were in revolt, and he had no power over them.
But as he knew that I was on friendly terms with the chief of the
most powerful clan, called the “Aabda,” he advised me to obtain
an escort from him. That tribe was, fortunately, encamping within
twenty miles from Mossul, and consequently I had no difficulty in
communicating with their chief. The shaikh sent me his eldest
son, Sirdee, to accompany me as far as Orfa, which is about three
hundred miles to the northwest of Mossul. In a straight line the
distance can not be more than two hundred and fifty miles, but in
consequence of the frequent detours a traveler has to make for the
sake of touching at towns or villages for provisions, the route is
lengthened by forty or fifty miles. The nights were bitterly cold
throughout the whole journey, and at first my poor Bedouin com-
ranions suffered severely from the excessive cold which was inten-
sified by the heat of the day. My Bedouin friend told me that he
never remembered such severe weather in that part of Mesopotamia,
not even in winter. The whole country was covered that year with
green pastures and flower-beds till nearly the commencement of
summer, owing to the late and great fall of rain during the spring.
Wherever we went, there were bitter complaints of the ravages of
the Shammer; and when we came to the neighborhood of Orfa we
found all the villages deserted, the inhabitants having taken refuge
around the town, with their herds of kine and flocks of sheep, all
huddled together as near the wall as possible. Abd Al-Kareem,
half-brother of Firhan, who was considered to be the braver of
the two and possessed immense influence among the Shammer on
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account of his aptitude for plunder and his hatred of the Turks,
was pillaging right and left, and even children in their cradles held
his name in awe. He met with his death in time, for he was
seized by treachery, and was hanged at Mossul near the bridge of
boats on the Nineveh side of the river.

Although a few Bedouin marauders had awed all the villagers
in the districts of Mossul, Nissibeen, and Orfa, the Turks, never-
theless, talked very grandly about their power, and the discomfiture
of the Russians, whom they expected to see reduced to slavery ere
three months were over, and the whole of their country added to
the European provinces of Turkey! They hated the Russians; but
both the English and French were looked upon with affection and
respect, on account of the helping hand they held out to the Mos-
lems in the Crimean war.

When we entered Orfa, my poor escort fell into an unhappy
state of mind and great despondency, on account of the rumor they
had heard of the intention of the governor of Orfa to arrest
them on account of the misdeeds of their Shammer brothers. They
knew only too well that it was always the custom with the Ottoman
authorities to seize upon any Arabs belonging to a tribe which had
been misbehaving itself, and keep them as hostages until a certain
amount of plunder had been restored. My Aabda friend seemed
much relieved when he was assured by the British consular agent
and myself that, as he went into Orfa under my protection, no one
would dare to molest him, especially a8 neither he nor his com-
panion had done anything deserving the vengeance of the Orfa
Government. They left the next day, and I took care to see that
they got safely out of the place without being interfered with by
the local authorities.

It was some time before I could engage a proper muleteer to
supply me with the animals required for my journey to Alexandretta
via Aleppo, as the Ottoman authorities had seized upon every beast
of burden to carry provisions to the seat of war; and although a
lsrge number of camel-drivers and muleteers had made their escape,
either by stratagem or bribery, they dared not show themselves in
the place for fear of being caught and punished. However, after
six days’ delay, I was able to leave for Aleppo via Beerajeek, with an
escort supplied me by the governor of Orfa to conduct me safely
through what was thought to be the dangerous route. I found, on
leaving the town, that a large caravan, consisting of about one
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hundred men and more than two hundred laden horses, mules, and
camels, was waiting to accompany me as far as Aleppo. They felt
safe under my protection, as it was understood that I always trav-
eled with a proper guard, and was known to most of the semi-
dependent Arabs, either through my eldest brother’s influence or
my intercourse with the various tribes ever since I joined Sir Henry
Layard on his two expeditions.

Soon after my arrival in London in the summer of 1854, the
trustees of the British Museum conferred with me about the con-
tinuation of the national researches in Mesopotamia, and, as they
found that there still remained much to be done, they resolved to
carry on the work a little longer. They asked me to go out
again for them {o Assyria, and I need not say that I accepted their
offer with great pleasure, inasmuch as I found that they were very
much pleased with my discoveries, and wished the remainder of
the palace of Sardanapalus properly excavated. Three or four days
after I had accepted the appointment, and was preparing to return
to Mossul, I received the offer of a political appointment at Aden,
which I deemed myself bound to accept, as Sir James Outram, the
then resident there, applied for my services to the Directors of the
East India Company, and desired me to go out to him at once, as my
services were urgently needed. I was at a loss what to do, as T had
engaged myself to proceed again to Mesopotamia; but I thought I
could not do better than submit my case to the trustees, and leave
it to them to do what they deemed proper. They were good enough
to allow me to relinquish my appointment under them. They were
glad I was going to have a permanent employ under the Indian
Government. Mr. Loftus, whom I have already mentioned, was at
the time in Southern Mesopotamia, superintending the excavations
on behalf of the “Assyrian Exploration Fund,” and as he was com-
missioned to carry on the work in my stead, his expenses and those
of his artist, Mr. Boutcher, were to be shared equally by the British
Museum and the society that sent him out. The result of the un-
dertaking I have already related; and when it was finished, the
trustees gave up all idea of carrying on further researches in
Assyria until the Deluge and Creation tablets I had discovered in
Assur-bani-pal’s palace were deciphered by the late Mr. George
Smith.* This created so much interest in England that the trus-

* See page 52,
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tees of the British Museum resolved to recommence the explora-
tions, and sent Mr. (eorge Smith, and afterwards myself, to con-
tinue the work at Koyunjik and Nimroud. As I shall have again
to revert to these expeditions, it may be well here to allude briefly
to my service under the Indian Government, which intervened
between my different engagements in Assyria and Babylonia under
the trustees of the British Museum.

As the mail service between England and Aden was at that time
irregular, and the railroad was not yet completed in Egypt, I chose
my own mode of reaching that Arabian port. It was at the end
of 1854 when I passed through Egypt just at the time when M.
Ferdinand de Lesseps was, according to the then current report,
using powerful French influence with the Khedive’s Government
to gain a firm footing for his nation in that country, more espe-
. cially in order to destroy British preponderance. I went up from
Alexandria to Cairo in one of the Nile steamers, which at that time
plied between those two cities. ~From Cairo to Suez, Indian pas-
sengers used to travel in clumsy and rough vehicles, which seemed
rather to torture the passengers than render them any comfort.
I can not say that I chose an easier mode of traveling; but prefer-
ring my independence, and wishing to sce as much of the country
as possible, I hired two camels, one to ride myself, and the other for
my luggage, and reached Suez in three days, putting up at night at
the inns built expressly for the convenience of Indian passengers.
Fortunately for me, a few days after my arrival at Suez I was able
to take my passage in one of the old Indian navy steam-vessels
called the “Feroze,” returning from thence to Aden, and reached
my destination after a most pleasant voyage with very agreeable
officers belonging to both the army and naval services of India.

On my arrival at Aden, I was sorry to find that Sir James Out-
ram had left for Oude, where he had becn appointed chief com-
missioner. Colonel (afterwards Sir William) Coghlan, of the Bom-
bay Artillery, had been appointed in his place. After a few days’
duties under him I discovered that I had not lost anything by the
change of residents, because, although Sir James Outram was my
personal friend, I found his successor everything that a subor-
dinate could wish for; just, firm, and, withal, courteous and sin-
cere. I was not less fortunate in having as assistant resident Col-
onel (now Sir) Robert Lambert Playfair, the present consul-general
at Algiers, who, by his genial society, coupled with his uprightness
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and zealous discharge of his duties, earned the esteem and respect
of all who came in contact with him.

As the allowance I received as political interpreter was found
not to be sufficieni, the direction of the post-office at Aden was
added to my other civil duties, which office I held for three years;
and was then raised by the Indian Government, on the recommen-
dation of the Resident, to the grade of second Assistant Political
Resident, and made a Justice of the Peace for the town and island
of Bombay and its Dependencies. I was also appomted judge and
magistrate for Aden, and, although I officiated in that capacity
for nearly nine years, and during that time settled thousands of
civil and criminal cases, it is a great satisfaction to me to remember
that there was not one single appeal against any of my decisions.

After having been at Aden five months, my services were applied
for by the Home Government, to purchase in Mesopotamia, and
dispatch to the British army, then at war with Russia, mules, horses,
and camels. This appointment I was obliged to decline, as I had
then entered on my favorite task of reconciling the different Arab
tribes around Aden, and felt that my work there was of more im-
portance to the interests of the public service than elsewhere.

When the terrible Indian mutiny was crushed, the Indian Gov-
ernment rewarded all public servants for their exertions in sup-
preseing the evil or preventing its spread; and I was among the
latter, who received the special thanks of the viceroy with a sub-
stantial recognition of my services. Although it was rumored over
and over again that certain individuals at Aden, both among the
native troops and Indian merchants, were disloyal, and were in
communication with rebels at Bombay and Kurrachee, I would not,
when in charge of the post-office, allow any suspected letter to be
detained or opened in my presence, in accordance with the tempo-
rary surveillance which had, at that critical time, been established
in the Indian post-offices. I felt quite sure that no mischievous
or disloyal person at Aden could raise a disturbance without my
knowledge, especially among the Arabs, and I knew that I should
only have been hated, instead of trusted, had I attempted to inter-
fere with the usual delivery of letters.

When the momentous quarrel took place between the Emam of
Muscat and his brother, S8eyid Majid, the Sultan of Zanzibar, in
1860, about the sovereignty of the latter dependency, and the Vice-
roy of India acted as a mediator, Sir William Coghlan, the Resident

4
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of Aden, was commissioned by the Bombay Government to settle
the dispute; and as it was deemed necessary to have a responsible
agent to watch the political affairs at Muscat during the investiga-
tion and settlement of the contention, Lord Elphinstone, then gov-
ernor of Bombay, selected me to represent the British Government
at the court of the Emam. It was at first thought that the whole
affair would be settled, in not more than five or six months, but as
is usually the case with such intricate matters, it dragged on for
more than a year. At last it was ended, and I was allowed to re-
tarn to my duties at Aden, feeling gratified that both the Bombay
Government and Seyid Thawainee, the reigning Emam, with all
the British subjects residing in that principality, appreciated my
services of Political Agent throughout my residence at Muscat.
After my return to Aden, the Bombay Govenment made some
changes in what were called the Arabic appointments, including
those of Aden, Muscat, Bushir, and Zanzibar. At the former place
three Assistants were appointed, as that settlement was becoming
more important every day. The judicial and political work had
more than doubled since the shipping had increased tenfold, and
Colonel (now Sir) R. Lambert Playfair having been transferred
to Zanzibar as political agent, Sir Bartle Frere, then the governor
of Bombay, appointed me as his successor as First Assistant Political
Resident. This placed me in charge of the entire political work
in the neighborhood of Aden, both on the Arabian and African
coasts, and besides my judicial duties, both in civil and criminal
suits, I had the charge of the municipality, police, and waterworks.
As soon as the news reached England of the imprisonment, by
Theodore, king of Abyssinia, of Captain Cameron, the British
consul of Massawa, and other British subjects, it was considered
that no time should be lost in sending a suitable letter from Her
Majesty the Queen to the Abyssinian potentate, requesting the
release of the captives. It was resolved at the Foreign Office that I
should be the bearer of the royal letter; and I was therefore ordered,
through the Secretary of State for India, to proceed without loss
of time to the court of Theodore, and use every means in my power
to obtain the release of the captives. The sad history of that Abys-
sinian complication I have already related in my work entitled
“British Mission to Theodore, King of Abyssinia,” and so I need
not say anything about it here. Suffice it to say that, through the
interference of irresponsible and meddling persons, both my fellow-
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captives and myself very nearly lost our lives, and it was only
through God’s mercy, which made King Theodore take a liking to
me, that we escaped an ignominious death. Although there was no
lack of unscrupulous persons who indulged in misrepresenting cer-
tain facts and incidents in order to mislead the public, it is a very
great satisfaction to me to be able to say that in all my transactions
I have, without one single exception, earned the entire approval of
Her Majesty’s Governments, whether Liberal or Conservative.

After the end of the Abyssinian war, I was ordered to England
on duty; but as I wished to remain a little longer in this country
to recruit my health, when the time came for me to return to my
post at Aden I obtained a year’s leave of absence. In the mean-
time I was married; and as I did not care to take my wife to those
regions, I resigned my Aden appointment, and retired from the
Indian service in November, 1869.



CHAPTER IIIL

Ix the year 1872 the late Mr. George Smith discovered the
1amous Assgyrian Creation and Deluge records among the collection
of inscribed tablets which had been heaped up at the British Mu-
seum, off and on, for more than twenty years. At one time it
seemed that no one cared for them; but in reality they were then
not as accessible to outsiders as they are now, and, consequently,
only Mr. George Smith, who had charge of them, had the chance
of examining them. As a matter of course, the reading of those
interesting records created an immense sensation, not only in Eng-
land, but all over Europe. _

It was stated that the texts of those inscriptions were incom-
plete, on account of the fragmentary condition of the tablets; and
as a part of them were missing, Mr. George Smith volunteered
to go out to Mesopotamia and search for the remainder. All those
who were interested in the matter thought it a crying shame that
such important records should be allowed to remain buried in the
mound of Koyunjik, especially when an agent had only to go
thither and reclaim the treasure by the mere stroke of the Arab’s
spade.

The trustees of the British Museum had then no funds avail-
able for the renewal of the Assyrian explorations; and as there
seemed no prospect of any body of gentlemen coming forward to
subscribe the funds necessary for sending an expedition similar
to that which took place twenty years before, by the formation of
the “Assyrian Excavation Fund,” the proprietors of the Datly
Telegraph undertook the enterprise single-handed, although such
an expedition might have cost them thousands of pounds. They
thought that as Mr. Smith had deciphered the Creation and Deluge
tablets, he was the most fit person to search for the missing por-
tions of the inseription; but when Mr. Edwin Arnold, the eminent
editor of that journal, consulted me about the expedition, and
understood that I had no objection to go to Mesopotamia, it was
proposed that I should undertake the work required. I volun-
teered to give my services freely, because, though it was nearly
twenty years since I had had anything to do with Assyrian dis-
coveries, it was impossible for me to lose my interest in the old

52
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explorations; more especially as the portion of the records in the
British Museum, and on which the public interest was then cen-
tered, belonged to my former discoveries, and I knew where to
search for the remainder. It was found, however, that the pro-
prietors of the Daily Telegraph had already committed themselves
to the employment of Mr. Smith, and of course they could not break
their engagement with him. Mr. Smith endeavored to arrange
with me a division of the superintendence; that is to say, he
would conduct the explorations at Koyunjik, and I at Nimroud,
or vice versa; but I refused, because, not only did my former ex-
perience convince me that such an expedition would be a complete
failure, but I myself would never dream of undertaking any such
half-and-half arrangement.

So many were the difficulties he encountered that, after all
the trouble and heavy expenses undertaken by the proprietors of
the Dasly Telegraph, Mr. Smith was only able to work two
months at Nimroud, and one month at Koyunjik, and the few
relics and inscriptions he found were recovered either from the
old excavations of Sir Henry Layard or mine. But as his em-
ployers were quite content with the work he had done, and for
which he had been specially sent out—namely, the discovery of the
missing portion of the Deluge tablet, which was found after a few
days’ search in my abandoned trenches—they resolved to bring the
work to a close, and telegraphed to him to stop work and return
home. On the 7th of May, 1873, Mr. Smith began his explorations
at Koyunjik, and on the 14th he discovered the fragments to
which he alludes as follows: “On cleaning one of these inscribed
fragments of tablets, I found, to my surprise and gratification,
that it contained the greater portion of seventeen lines of inscrip-
tion belonging to the first column of the Chaldean account of the
Deluge, and fitting into the only place where there was a serious
blank in the story. When I had first published the account of this
tablet, I had conjectured that there were about fifteen lines want-
ing in this part of the story, and now with this portion I was en-
abled to make it nearly complete.” *

* Smith’s “Assyrian Discoveries,” p. 97. It has now been proved
by Assyrian scholars that this fragment of the Assyrian account of the
Deluge, found by Mr. George Smith, does not belong to the tablet I
- discovered in 1838. The Daily Telegraph fragment is in the third
person, whereas mine is in the first person.
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On the death of Mr. Smith I was asked by the British Museum
authorities to undertake the superintendence of the excavations in
Asgyria. Although I had fully intended, when I retired from the
Indian Civil Service, not to separate from my family, nevertheless,
when I thought of my former work, I felt I could not refuse an
employment in which I took so much interest, and thus I did not
hesitate to accept the proffered honor.

The difficulty that presented itself to me at the outset was the
want of a proper firman; because, not only was the one which Mr.
Smith had possessed far from satisfactory, but its ferm of one year
had nearly run out; and in accordance with the conditions to which
he had bound himself, it had become worthless in consequence of
the excavations not having been commenced within three months
from the date of the granting of the permit; and in like manner
the engagement would become void if the work had stopped for
two months without a legitimate excuse. It was therefore resolved
that I should proceed to Constantinople, and obtain, through the
assistance of the ambassador, Sir Henry Elliot, the necessary
firman; but I was doomed to meet with the same treatment as Mr.
Smith experienced at the hands of the very officials whom one
would have expected to behave differently, especially to public
servants who were sent on important duty. The Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs had written to the ambassador on both occa-
sions, recommending both Mr. Smith and myself to his good offices,
and requesting him at the same time to render us every assistance
in his power to enable us to conduct the national explorations in
an efficient manner; but, unfortunately, these red-tape communica-
tions proved abortive. If we had been correspondents of some
journal or agents of a mercantile concern we should have had a
better chance of being treated more civilly. Although I spent my
time going backwards and forwards to the British embassy for nearly
two months, I could neither obtain one single interview with Sir
Henry Elliot, nor receive from him a satisfactory answer. In
the first instance I was referred to the secretary of the embassy,
then to the first dragoman, then to the second, and lastly to the
third, or assistant to the second dragoman, but my communica-
tions with all produced the same result; namely, annoyance and
vexation of spirit! I thought if I addressed a letter to the ambas-
sador, and brought to his excellency’s notice the difficult position
in which I was placed, it might receive some sort of an answer.
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Accordingly I did this, but no notice was taken of my communi-
cation directly or indirectly. This, of course, placed me in a worse
predicament than before, as I did not know whether I was justified
in remaining any longer at Constantinople spending public money
fruitlessly, or had better pack up my things and return home.
In all my long official experience I never saw public business car-
ried on in such a way, to say nothing about the discourteous man-
ner in which I was treated in my position as an old public servant,
and by the very last person from whom I should have expected
such treatment. However, after I had been there nearly two
months, our ambassador had to leave Constantinople with his col-
leagues in consequence of the termination of that memorable and
abortive International Conference that took place at Pera in the
beginning of 1877. Had I found, on arriving at the Turkish capi-
tal, that the state of public affairs, and the presence of the Con-
ference there, interfered in any way with the object of my mis-
sion, I should have certainly returned home at once, and waited
for a better opportunity. But the researches in Assyria and Meso-
potamia did not depend on the settlement of existing political
complications, inasmuch as the legitimate work of the embassy
was carried on as usual, and the different departments at the Porte
went on with their daily routine of work as hefore.

On the departure of Sir Henry Elliot, I called on the charge
d’affaires, the Honorable Nassue Jocelyn, and asked him to speak
to the Grand Vizier, Edham Pasha, about the object of my mis-
sion. He did so soon afterwards; but the only answer I received
was that His Highness had no power to do anything in the matter,
but that “the Sultan alone could give the permission and privi-
leges asked for.” He suggested, however, that a convention should
be entered into between the British Government and the Porte,
giving the sole privilege to England of making researches in
Turkey, similar to that which had been agreed upon between Ger-
many and Greece. As I did not know upon what conditions the
German Government were excavating, I hesitated to give an opinion
until I ascertained what the points were. Mr. Jocelyn was kind
enough to telegraph to Her Majesty’s minister at Athens, asking
him to let us know what kind of an agreement had been made.
We found out afterwards that the condilions were, first, “Greece
to retain all objects discovered, with option of giving duplicates to
Germany; secondly, Germany to have exclusive right of making
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models of objects feund, for five years; and, thirdly, Germany and
Greece reserved exclusive right to publish scientific results of ex-
cavations.” The convention was to be good for ten years.*

On receiving the above communication, I explained to Mr.
Jocelyn that our case was different from that of Germany, because,
England had had the privilege of making researches in Assyria
and Mesopotamia for more than thirty years under two Sultans,
and the British Museum was in possession of the bulk of the an-
tiquities found in their excavations in that country, and that what
we then wanted was the remainder of the collection. I also pointed
out that any portion divided could be of very little use to the
Ottoman Museum, but would prove of incalculable advantage to
the literary world, because the British Museum authorities could
then publish the different texts in a perfect manner. I said, more-
over, that it was unlikely that England would consent to such an
engagement as that entered into between Germany and Greece,
because, not only the British tax-payers would object to their money
being spent in such a one-sided arrangement, but that any one
might go to the British Museum and copy any object deposited
there by merely obtaining leave. And as for the privilege of pub-
lishing the results of any excavations without possessing the an-
tiquities, I felt sure that the British Museum authorities would
not care for such an empty favor, nor would they spend a shilling
on such terms.

I must confess from the time that Sir Henry Elliot treated the
mission with indifference, and allowed this public duty to be con-
ducted as if the trustees of the British Museum were traders seek-
ing to enrich themselves by plundering the poor Turk, and I, their
agent, was a mere adventurer hunting for an employment, I
thought there was no chance of our gaining the desired object.
Had His Excellency taken the necessary steps on my arrival at
Constantinople, when the Porte was favorably disposed towards
England, everything would have progressed smoothly; but after
the breaking up of the Conference, when British interests fell to
their lowest ebb, no one could expect that any favor would be
shown to England by Ottoman officials. From the time the re-

* It appears that Edham Pasha had beld the sltuation as Turkish
ambassador both at Athens and Berlin, and had heard of this one-sided
convention while there, and thought it was a grand poliey to copy in
getting us to agree to the same terms.
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quest was made, through the Department of Public Instruction,
I lost all hope of ever obtaining a firman.

Although different Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Grand
Viziers promised to grant what was asked, and the draft of the fir-
man was actually made in our own terms, and required only the
panction of His Imperial Majesty, another new minister, named
Jevdat Pasha, appeared on the scene. He laughed at the beards
of the Grand Vizier and Minister of Foreign Affairs, by ridiculing
the whole transaction. This man was the Minister of Public In-
struction when that disgraceful permit was forced on Mr. Smith;
but since the new constitution of a “Home Department,” which was
not in existence before, had been established, Jevdat Pasha was
the first minister appointed as its head, which was very unfortunate
for me. He set up no end of childish pleas; that Turkey had be-
come a “constitutional monarchy,” and its “Government was re-
spongible to Parliament;” that if they granted any concessions
to England, other foreign powers would ask for the same favors.
He forgot entirely that the Ottoman Legislature could no more
interfere with the prerogatives of the Sultan (which in Turkey
are called “sacred”) in the granting of firmans, than it could die-
tate to him in the case of other imperial mandates.

1t pleased him also to overlook the fact that England was not
asking for a new concession, but desired the continuation of favors
granted by former Sultans long before the Turkish Ministry of
Public Instruction formed its absurd rules under the influence of
a Frenchman, who was the curator of the Imperial Ottoman Mu-
seum at Constantinople. To the above objections I referred the
Minister of the Interior to Article 6 of the “Excavation Regula-
tion” of 1869, wherein it is set forth that if any friendly power
desire to carry on researches in Turkey, it would be taken as a
special case and an “Iradi-Imperial,” that is to say, a firman, be
granted for the purpose. Mr. Jocelyn, in his communication with
the Porte, appealed to that article; and though the Grand Vizier
and the Minister for Foreign Affairs accepted the application, and
indorsed it, requiring only the formal sanction of the Sultan, the
Minister of the Interior intervened, and prevented its being sent
to the palace on the plea that the exemption had been rescinded
by a subsequent ordinance of March, 1874. ’

On referring to the new regulation to which Jevdat Pasha
alluded, no such clause could be found, but I learned afterwards



58 ASSHUR AND THE LAND OF NIMROD.

that the new Minister of the Interior, for the purpose of delaying
the execution of the Iradi, invented the story. One day I was told
that it was quite impossible for me to obtain a firman, but that a
Vizierial letter would be given to me, which would answer the same
purpose; another time I was informed that the Minister of Public
Instruction had telegraphed to Baghdad to find out what Mr.
George Smith had done with the antiquities obtained there, and
that nothing could be done until an answer had been received. I
knew that this was only an excuse to put me off; because, one day,
an Armenian, the third or assistant dragoman of the embassy,
who did not know a word of English, and who was, I believe, dis-
missed afterwards for misconduct, informed me that I must go to
the Ministry of Public Instruction, and sign some documents giv-
ing security to bind me to certain responsibilities before a permit
could be granted. I replied that when I accepted the agency of
the trustees of the British Museum, I did not contemplate pledg-
ing myself to the arbitrary rules of the mining regulations, and,
sooner than do so, I would resign my appointment, and return
home. On finding that it was of no use to remain any longer at
Constantinople, as the Porte seemed determined not to grant us any
favors, and that the prolongation of my stay there would only entail
further worry and expense, I returned to England after having
waited three months and a half fruitlessly.

Ag 1 was at the Turkish capital before and after the memo-
rable conference in connection with the late Turco-Russian War,
and learned from different sources the real feeling of the Ottoman
people with regard to the state of affairs in general at that time, I
must allude briefly to some of the notable incidents which char-
acterized the diplomacy and intrigue where self-interests had to
be satisfied.

For some reason or other it was generally believed at Con-
stantinople that Sir Henry Elliot was favorable to the Turks, and
Lord Salisbury to the Russians; and no argument or persnasion
could drive these two ideas from the minds of the Moslems till after
the war commenced, when the majority of the more acute Oriental
diplomatists began to find out their mistake as regards the latter.
I used every day to frequent places of resort where groups of in-
fluential officials were in the habit of meeting and talking politics;
and as they thought that I did not understand Turkish, they used
to exchange ideas without any reserve. With few exceptions, every
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one fully believed that if Russia declared war, both France and
England would help Turkey, as was the case in 1854; and nothing
would drive this foolish notion from their minds. Thus, depend-
ing on others, they had to suffer for their temerity! It was also
unfortunate that these complications began soon after the murder
of one Sultan and the deposition of another, when the entire man-
agement of the affairs was in the hands of only three or four
Viziers. Russia had been intriguing for years in Bulgaria, Bognia,
and Herzegovina; and, having succeeded in fomenting disorder
in all these provinces and enlisting on its side the sympathy of
Roumania, Servia, and Montenegro, she now began to employ her
wonted diplomacy at Constantinople, and by sowing the seeds of
dissension among the high officials caused one party to clamor for
resistance, and thus brought about that deplorable war, which oc-
casioned so much misery and woe to millions of both Russians and
Ottoman subjects. It was well known that Lord Salisbury re-
duced the Russian demands to a trifle; and that had the Turkish
Ministry accepted his counsel, or advised the Sultan to do so, the
Ottoman European dominions would not have been dismembered,
nor the financial affairs of the realm brought to the verge of bank-
ruptey. The most intelligent and respectable among the Turks
hoped all along that England would insist upon the conditions
being accepted by the Porte which were unanimously agreed to
by the members of the Conference, because British prestige was
then in the ascendant, and nothing which England demanded
would have been refused.

There were three parties at Constantinople just then, who em-
ployed their influence for good or evil; the first, which embraced
the majority of the ministers, Christians who sympathized with
Russia, and those who were connected with the press. Greeks and
Armenians especially did everything in their power to excite the
feeling of the Moslems against making any compromise with Mus-
covite demands. They exaggerated the power and resources of
Turkey, and made it appear that if once the sword of the Moslems
was unsheathed, and the banner of the Prophet unfurled, the whole
of the armies of Europe would not be able to withstand their
assault. The second party counseled forbearance and conciliation;
while the third, which was very small, advocated implicit trust in
the friendship of England, and full reliance on her wisdom. The
Sultan was certainly on the side of moderation; but as he was



60 ASSHUR AND THE LAND OF NIMROD.

advised that if he submitted to Russia, and trusted to Lord Salis-
bury (whom they represented falsely to H1s Imperial Majesty to be
hand in glove with Ignatieff), he would lose prestige and cause
consternation amongst the Moslems all over the world.

When the European members of the Conference came to an
ultimate decision that the Porte must accept certain reforms which
were agreed to for the better government of Bulgaria, and only
waited the assent of the Sultan, the advisers of His Imperial Ma-
jesty continued to beguile that august body by submitting the final
decision to the “will of the nation.” Any one conversant with
Turkey must know that such a proposal was a mere artifice, seeing
that there is no such a thing as public opinion in the Ottoman
dominions; and any assembly which dared to oppose the secret
commands of the Porte could be at once dissolved by any official
sént from the palace for the purpose.

In order to show the members of the International Conference
the desire of the Porte to treat with equal favor the Moslem and
non-Moslem communities, there was summoned to the National
Council every kind of dignitary from both the Christian and Jew-
ish inhabitants of Constantinople, by which device it was thought
the world would be convinced that the long-promised reform was
at last to be established. The representative of the native Protest-
snt community was the only member who advised conciliation and
forbearance; and even Midhat Pasha went so far as to declare that
Turkey was not in a position to face such a formidable enemy as
Russia, All those who advised the acceptance of the decision of
the Conference were hooted at, and those who preached a holy war
and an appeal to arms received deafening applause. The result
was 8 determined refusal of all Russian demands, and when this
decision of the extraordinary Ottoman Assembly was communi-
cated to the members of the Conference, and the Porte apparently
persisted in its obstinacy, all the foreign delegates threatened to
leave the Turkish capital in a body, thinking, as it was supposed,
that this would bring the Ottoman ministers to a proper sense of
moderation. But it had quite the opposite effect, and it only made
the wily Turk still more stubborn than before. Wherever one
went, whether in the bazaar, the coffee-shops, or public depart-
ments, there was one constant roar of laughter at the threatened
departure of all the representatives of the great Powers. The
Turk knew quite well that no serious harm was meant by such a
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menace, seeing that the staffs of the embassies still remained at
their posts, with chargés d’affaires in full force to carry on the
usual work.

I need not enter into the subsequent history of these compli-
cations, and of the war which soon followed between Turkey and
Russia; suffice it to say that, on the return of Sir Henry Elliot to
England, it was deemed advisable to send as special ambassador
to Constantinople Sir Henry Layard, who then represented Her
Majesty in Spain, as he was more conversant than any other diplo-
matist with Oriental matters, and knew the ways of the Turks
intimately, he having spent a great part of his life in the East, and
acted for some time as attaché at Constantinople, under the most
able and brilliant ambassador England ever had, the late Viscount
Stratford de Redcliffe.

It can well be imagined how delighted I was when I heard of
his appointment, as 1 was certain that he would not be many
months at the Turkish capital before he used his influence with
the Porte to obtain for me the long-wished for firman, to enable me
to resume excavations in Mesopotamia for the trustees of the British
Museum. Sir Henry Layard having left England in April, 1877, I
followed him, at the request of the trustees, two months afterwards,
feeling sure that, through his influence, I should be able to attain
the object of my mission.

Most unfortunately he arrived at Constantineple twelve hours
after the war was declared against Turkey by Russia, the Porte hav-
ing most unadvisedly rejected the Protocol which had been drawn
up by General Ignatieff and subscribed to by Great Britain with the
other great Powers. Had the Turkish ministers delayed their
reply to the Russian ultimatum only one day, until the arrival of Sir
Henry Layard, all those who know the politics of the time believe -
that, through his influence and the weight of his counsel, which
was always looked up to by the Porte, that dreadful war would
have been averted. But those who were clamoring for war, and
those whose interest it was to curtail the power of the Sultan by
drawing the sword, used their influence with the court to reject
the ultimatum, without even waiting for a few hours of reflection.
It was very extraordinary that the Turks, who are always con-
gidered to be very dilatory in giving a definite answer to most
important matters, should on this occasion be in so much haste
to accept the challenge of Russia when the lives of thousands of
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unfortunate creatures were at stake. But sc it was; and the result
showed who were the greatest losers by the game.

On my return to Constantinople at the latter end of June, 1877,
I found the Porte deeply engaged with prodigious measures for
checking the advance of the Russian army, both in Asiatic and
European Turkey, with scarcely any cash in the treasury, and
most deficient in ammunition and other war requirements.
Under the circumstances, the ambassador had a very delicate
task to perform; but as he still took a lively interest in Assyr-
ian and Babylonian researches, he did not shrink from employ-
ing the weight of his influence in paving the way for obtain-
ing the required firman. Well acquainted with the tardiness
of Turkish officials in conducting business, and the cleverness
with which they put off an applicant for any boon or assist-
ance, he went direct to the fountain-head, the Sultan, and
begged of him personally what he wanted. His Majesty most
graciously promised what was asked for, and forthwith gave the
necessary order to the proper minister to prepare the document.
As I had another mission to perform in Armenia and Koordistan
of a political nature, which obliged me to hasten my departure
from the Turkish capital, I could not wait for the firman, but was
assured that it would reach Mossul as soon as I should arrive there.

I had received orders from Sir Henry Layard, under direction
of the Foreign Office, to visit the Christians of those parts of
Asiatic Turkey, who were reported to be suffering from persecution
and oppression, and to learn from personal intercourse and observa-
tion the real state of affairs. There was such an outery in England
during the late Russo-Turkish War about the maltreatment of the
Christians by their Moslem neighbors, and the danger of their being
massacred by the so-called ferocious Koords, that every one thought
the doom of the poor Armenians and other Christians in Koordis-
tan was sealed. The stories were undoubtedly invented by those
whose interest it was to create a feeling of alarm and to magnify
certain incidents of lawlessness, in order to produce hatred and
disgust against those whom they wished to malign. I{ was the
same in Turkey, but there the Christians were represented as the
tyrants, and the Moslems, the oppressed. Darweeshes and other
religious zealots gave woeful accounts of the suffering and anguish
of their co-religionists who fell under the power of the Russians.
They represented to those who were willing to believe their stories
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that Moslem women were enslaved, and the men were made to drive
herds of swine, and feed on nothing but their milk!

Doubtless in out of the way places, where the Ottoman author-
ity is merely nominal, the weaker were domineered over by the
stronger; and as the Moslems, whether in Armenia, Asia Minor,
or Koordistan, have always looked down upon all Christian sects
as being the subjugated races, and themselves as the conquerors,
they considered it to be their right to harass and tyrannize over
the unbelievers!

My departure on this mission took place in the hottest part of
the summer, during the months of July and August, when very
few people would think of attempting the journey. Indeed, I my-
self had only traveled once in the heat of summer, when in company
with Sir Henry Layard, and then we had to travel at night, and
rest in the day. Had I gone to Wan, the capital of Armenia,
through Asia Minor, by way of Trehizond and Erzeroom, the jour-
ney could have been made in the day-time without the risk of sun-
stroke; for by this route, after leaving the Black Sea in a south- -
easterly direction, high mountains are ascended, where the exces-
sive heat of lower Mesopotamia and Syria is not felt. But I had
to visit Diarbekir, the capital of Turkish Koordistan, first, where
serious disturbances had already commenced in the provinces.
Formerly the British consul of Erzeroom, in whose jurisdiction
Diarbekir was situated, used to visit the place periodically, and
sometimes spent the winter months there; but latterly no English
consul had gone near the place for a great number of years prior
to my visit in 187%.

As T found that the quickest way of reaching Diarbekir from
Constantinople was by Smyrna, Alexandretta, and Aleppo, I took
my passage on board one of the French steamers of the “Messageries
Maritimes,” which took me to Smyrna, where I was transferred to
another vessel belonging to the same company, which came from
Marseilles, and was going round the Syrian and Egyptian ports
and returning to the same French port direct from Alexandria,
touching at Sicily. We had to touch, on our way to Alexandretta,
at Rhodes and Marsine, where the mails and cargo were delivered
and taken in.

At Alexandretta I found England was represented by Mr. Au-
gustine Catoni, the most energetic and influential consular agent
in the place. Both he and his estimable wife are always ready to
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make English travelers as comfortable as possible in their hos-
pitable house, and no one need fear having any trouble at that
port or on the journey to Aleppo, if they trust themselves to the
guidance and advice of Mr. Catoni. I found a servant of my late
brother awaiting me, and I was glad to enguge him to accompany
e on my journey.

I was surprised to see that port so much improved, both as
regards its pestiferous atmosphere and malarious marshes, gince
my last visit in 1854. In those days, with the exception of two
or three tumble-down stone houses, the whole place consisted of
dirty reed huts surrounded with slimy quagmires, in which was
thrown every kind of dirt and rubbich—a sink of filthiness, which
even the frogs shunned! But now the worst and greater part of
the marshes have been reclaimed, innumerable fine houses and mag-
azines have been built, and the former fever and poverty stricken
inhabitants are changed into a healthy-looking and thriving popu-
lation.



CHAPTER 1V.

WE left Alexandretta at sunset, on Tuesday, 14th August, 1877,
and no sooner had we commenced our journey than the sky became
overcast with dense clouds; thunder and lightning overtook us just
as we began to ascend the Bailan Mountain. Every effort was made
to reach the town before the storm burst upon us, but the night was
so dark, and there were so many ravines on our way, that I was
each moment afraid of falling headlong into one of them by push-
ing forward incautiously. The darkmess was so intense that I
could scarcely see the head of my horse, and if it had not been for
the flashes of lightning which blazed out at intervals and enabled
me to see where we were, I doubt if we should have got over our
journey safely that night. At one time when on 'the brink of a
steep precipice, which we had to skirt, a flash of lightning illumined
both mountain and dale, and saved me and my horse from falling.
headlong into a deep abyss. Just as we reached the outskirts of
the town the storm burst upon us in right good earnest, and we had
only just time to take shelter in Khan-Aljadeed, or new caravan-
sary, to escape a thorough drenching. It being the middle of
August, no one ever expected at that time of the year to meet with
such a storm in these parts, and I therefore never thought of pro-
viding myself with the necessary protection against wet.

I have always had a great objection to taking up my quarters
at a khan, and at that time especially, it was not my intention to
halt in the town of Bailan, but to go on to the top of the pass, and
sleep there. However, being somewhat wet by the unexpected
downpour, and not knowing how long the rain would continue, I
was compelled to remain in that dirty and uncomfortable inn for
the night. It was the more necessary to halt there as the rain
had penetrated part of my luggage and bedding, which had to be
dried before we could continue our journey. The khan was over-
crowded with passengers, and every nook and corner had been
taken possession of before my arrival. The courtyard was also
crammed to overflowing with riding and baggage animals, horses,
mules, and donkeys; and there was no end of hubbub among the
muleteers, who were quarreling for the best billet or fodder for

1] 66
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their beasts. As soon as the innkeeper found who I was, he gave up
to me his own private room; but with all his good intention I could
not sleep from the annoyance of the cats and fleas which infested
the place. I could not move a foot without tripping over an empty
bottle, or huge box, or a water-pot; and to make matters worse, my
own bed was of no use as it had got wet, and my servants had to sit
up all night drying it, together with my clothes. I was heartily
glad to resume the journey early next day, though I must confess
my host tried his best to make my short visit agreeable. He cooked
me a kind of dinner which could only be recommended for its
quantity—certainly, not its quality. His coffee was not as bad as it
might have been; but his nargheela, or hubblebubble, was neither
overclean nor sweet. The next morning we went on to Khan
Addiarbekirlee, which we reached in four hours’ ride; about one
hour up to the Pass, and the remainder down the Taurus range of
mountains. This place is at the foot of the mountain on the border
of the plain of Antioch, along which runs a clear and wholesome
stream descending from the mountain above. There is no village
or town near, but a few huts have been erected for the convenience
of passengers, either by Turcomans or Armenians.

I found on arriving there, that a Turkish official named Ras-
heed Effendi, who came with me in the same steamer from Smyrna,
was comfortably settled in my favorite hut built at the edge of the
stream, a branch of which ran through it, making the air cool and
refreshing. He at once invited me to share the hut with him,
which I was glad to do, as I felt rather tired, and knew that there
was no better accommodation in the place. He had intended to
depart for the next stage soon after my arrival, but as he found my
followers much fatigued on account of the rough night we had had,
he did not move until his servant had cooked for me some stewed
chicken and pillaw, which I thoroughly enjoyed.

Rasheed Effendi was going to Aleppo as Moodeer Albakkaya,
or Director of the Qutstanding Claims of Public Revenue. In every
large or small town in Turkey such an officer is appointed to collect
old government claims, because the Porte can not forego the pound
of flesh; and for the sake of collecting a few piastres the poor peas-
ants and other poverty-stricken individuals are fleeced unmerci-
fully.

I resumed my journey at three o’clock P. M., and reached Ifreen
at eight. Here again was my friend, Rasheed Effendi, comfortably
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settled outside the coffee-shép, and ready to receive me with open
arms. I found him surrounded by all kinds of beasts of burden,
because a large number of muleteers, who were either going to or
coming from Aleppo, had halted there for the night, and I could
not do otherwise than follow his example. The coffee-shop was
quite unfit for any human being to sleep in during the hot months;
and to push on to the next station at that time of the night was
out of the question. We were pestered all night by the incessant
noise the muleteers and their animals made, and also by the swarms
of fleas which infested the place. I took care to leave very early
the next morning, and reached the large village of Tirmaneen in
four hours and a half.

At Ifreen there is also no village, but the chief of the district,
a Turcoman nobleman named Omer Agha, to whom the place be-
longed, built a coffee-shop and a khan for the convenience of way-
farers near a large stream of the same name. Later on he improved
it by having a comfortable bungalow erected in its place, with six
upper rooms and a wide veranda. It was let to an Armenian, who
tried to give it a European aspect, by engaging in partnership a man
from Aleppo, half Greek and half Armenian, who went down with
his Europeanized family to give luster to the place. But even with
such an embellishment the thing did not take, because most of the
visitors preferred spreading their carpets on the dirty ground out-
side the building, to going to the expense of engaging one of the
snug chambers. The owner of the Ifreen villa is considered to be
the wealthiest man in that part of the world, and is renowned for
his liberality and hospitality. He lives about three miles from
Ifreen, on the way to Alexandretta, where all his followers have
settled, and since he has established himself there, has kept the
country clear of all marauders and highway robbers. A few years
ago it was not possible to travel from Ifreen to Antioch without the
fear of being robbed, and perhaps killed. His only fault is that he
is very fond of the prohibited drink; and, being a strict Moham-
medan, it is considered very extraordinary that he not only drinks
spirituous liquors himself, but insists upon the innkeeper having
them for sale, and it was commonly whispered that the building at
Ifreen was used more for the retail of aracki than coffee!

On each journey I usually took up my quarters at every village
in the same house I occupied before, because, generally speaking,
I chose the nicest and cleanest dwelling in the place before I ven-
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tured to locate myself in it. I also promised the inmates of the
house that I would go to them should I visit that place again. So
at Tirmaneen I chose the house of a fine old Turcoman, named
Mohammed Zekeriah, who had two wives, the elder, a country-
woman of his own, somewhat passé, and the other a pretty young
Arab girl. Generally speaking, all good Moslems are bound to pro-
vide a separate room for each wife, as it is considered quite improper
and illegal for two wives to sleep in the same room. A Moslem may
marry four wives, but must not have more than one if he can not
provide separate apartments for the second, third, or fourth wife.
On a former occasion I was allowed to occupy the room belonging to
the elder wife, as it is always considered the best and most spacious
in the house; but on this occasion I found my room was already
occupied by a Turkish official who had preceded me. When, how-
ever, the Arab wife saw me she invited me to her own chamber,
which I accepted gratefully. As soon as I sat down she brought me
some water and mashed melons, with a basket of most delicious
fresh figs; the latter of which I enjoyed very much. The figs of
this district are small, but extremely luscious; and a person might
eat two pounds of them without fear of their disagreeing with him.
Their seeds are scarcely perceptible, and the skin is so very thin and
delicate that it can not be detached from the pulp; the fig has
therefore to be eaten whole.

On my next vigit to the place, I found, to my great sorrow, that
my old host had died from heart-disease, and that both his Turco-
man and Arab wives had left the place; the former returning to her
family, as she was too old to be wooed again; and the latter had
been seized upon by an ardent admirer as soon as the prescribed
time of her widowhood expired in accordance with Mohammedan
law. I was, therefore, compelled to find another suitable lodging;
and as I had seen, on a former occasion, when passing through the
village, a nice stone house, I went to try my luck there. On enter-
ing the courtyard, I was met by a host of women, who gave me
anything but a good reception; but as soon as I began to speak to
them in Arabic they seemed somewhat reconciled to my presence,
and on my telling them that I wished to see the landlord, they sent
immediately for him, and asked me to take a seat in the meantime.
It was not long before my future host made his appearance, and as
goon a8 he saw me he ordered the best room in the house to be got
ready, and before half an hour had passed I was comfortably set-
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tled in a nice, clean chamber, all built and paved with hewn, smooth
stones, and having regular door and windows, with proper shutters,
quite a luxury and an exception to the rule. I found afterwards
that my host was the wealthiest and most pious man in the place.
He was never known to miss one of the five daily prayers imposed
upon good Moslems, and his liberality was famed far and wide.
I had not been there two hours before I became aware that he pos-
sessed four wives—two Turkomanees, one an Arab, and the fourth a
Circassian, who was the youngest of them all. My chamber hap-
pened to be near hers, and, as she was suffering from intermittent
fever, she kept coming in and out, asking me for a specific remedy.
I showed her all the medicines I had; and having recommended
one, she insisted upon my tasting it for her. As a matter of course,
I did not care to taste either the emetic or quinine; but as she said
that she could not take anything unless I tasted it myself first, I had
to change my preseription, and gave her pyretic saline instead. She
seemed to be the favorite wife, and the most cared for, as she was
dressed in finery and attended to like a lady; while the other three
were working hard, both in and out of doors. It was very striking
to see the contrast between her and the other three wives. She
was fair and refined; the others were dark and masculine. It was
also very amusing to see the difference in the ideas of dress between
an Arab and Koordish, Circassian or a Turcoman wife; a fair aver-
age between the two would perhaps be impossible. The Arab will
wear no drawers, because it is a disgrace to do so; and the other
races must wear them because it is considered a disgrace to appear
in public without them. The former do not consider it unbecoming
to expose their bare legs, but they think it most improper to show
their breast, and will cover it with any dirty rag, sooner than let
it be seen, or even take up the lower part of their skirt at the ex-
pense of exposing their legs up to the knees to cover it; the latter,
on the contrary, do not mind walking about with part of the breast
uncovered, though their legs and feet must be quite concealed.
Although my host had four wives, he had no children; and the
want of offspring to possess his wealth was a source of great grief
to him. He had been advised to marry a young Circassian, with
whom he might be more fortunate, and so he went to Aleppo and
married a handsome girl of that race abont seventeen years of age.
When I was there they had been married more than a year, and
his disappointment was still a source of bitter grievance to him.
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On my next visit to the place, about two years afterwards, I
was dumfounded to find, on entering the same house, that its
occupants were perfect strangers to me; and on looking into the
room which I had formerly occupied, I saw that a Turkish Harim
had taken possession of it. I was told that my old pious host had
died of fever, that three of his wives had gone away, and the fourth,
who was the youngest next to the Circassian, had married the old
man’s nephew, one of the sons of the chief of the village, who in-
herited the property, and that they were then living in the same
house. His wife recognized me at once; and both she and her
husband expressed great sorrow that the only decent room in the
house had been taken possession of by some Turks, who had arrived
there a few minutes before me. While meditating what to do, a
young girl who was sitting with the Turkish lddy came out, and
offered to take me to her father’s house, which settled my difficulty;
but on entering the courtyard I found, to my great dismay, that it
was the chief’s residence. When my fair conductor found I hesi-
tated, she said that if I did not care to occupy her father’s recep-
tion-room, she would lend me her chamber. Naturally, on enter-
ing the guest-chamber and seeing her father sitting there sur-
rounded by a host of visitors, I begged to have a room to myself;
and in less than a quarter of an hour my young friend prepared
her room for me, and undertook to act as my hostess as long as I
lived under their roof. She was most particular in her attention,
and provided me with everything I required. Her father and some
of his guests paid me a long visit in the evening, and seemed to
enjoy the tea and biscuits which I gave them. When I first
saw the chief, the father of my hostess, I was quite startled, as I
thought that my late host, the possessor of the four wives, had
come to life again. I found out afterwards that they were
brothers, and indeed no twins could have resembled each other
more than those two did. Both the families of the chief and his
late brother were fair and good-looking.

As T desired to reach Aleppo early in the morning, we started
from Tirmaneen at two A. M., after having partaken of a nice cup
of coffee and milk, which had been prepared for me by my cook,
with the assistance of my young hostess and her sister. Of course
there was no end of adieus and complimentary exchange of senti-
ments on parting; I promising to repeat my visit to them if I re-
turned home that way, and they wishing me all prosperity and
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blessings on my onward journey, and a safe return to them. Five
hours’ slow march brought us soon after sunrise in sight of the
minaret on the famous castle of Aleppo, and I left my followers
and hastened on with the Turkish escort to the British consulate,
which was reached in two hours’ quick pace.

Mr. Skene, the British consul, with his usual hospitality, invited
me to his house during my stay at Aleppo, for the purpose of pro-
viding myself with the necessary outfit and provisions for the long
journey. Both he and his wife, with their wonted kindness, made
every one feel quite at home. All those who knew Mr. Skene in-
timately must acknowledge that he was one of the most estimable
and hard-working consuls in Turkey. He was proficient in Oriental
learning. Every language he knew he spoke fluently; and he was
unsurpassed in his knowledge of the character and habits of the
different nationalities of Turkey.

Mr. Skene informed me that he had discovered the real site of
Carchemish, the old capital of the Hittites, on the bank of the
Euphrates, known to the natives by the name of Yarabolus, about
fifteen miles below Beerajeek, and that he had pointed out the
place to the late Mr. George Smith.* He thought that some valu-
able remains might be found in its ruins, and therefore recom-
mended that the British Museum should explore the spot. As I
possessed no permission just then to excavate anywhere, and the
firman which I was expecting applied only to Mesopotamia, I made
up my mind to ask our ambassador at Constantinople to include
Yarabolus in the next permit, especially as I was certain that the
trustees of the British Museum would not be unwilling to spend
a few pounds on the chance of obtaining some historical records
from that interesting locality. In the meantime, Mr. Patrick Hen-
derson, who soon afterwards succeeded Mr. Skene in the consulate
at Aleppo, obtained the necessary permit from the Porte, as he
also took a great interest in archaeological researches. So when
the ambassador succeeded in including in my second firman the

* It appears that when Mr. Skene mentioned the ruin to Mr. Smith
he ridiculed the idea of its being the site of the ancient Carchemish,
as he followed the exploded notion of former travelers and savants,
that it was situated at the junction of the Khaboor with the Euphrates,
where the present Albissaira is situated. But on visiting the place and
seelng the remains, he was forced ultimately to come to the same
conclusion.
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Pashalic of Aleppo within the range of my archaeological re-
searches, and the trustees desired me to see what I could do in
that locality, I found that Mr. Henderson had already commenced
operations; and as I did not think it either advisable or right to
interfere with his work, I refrained from having anything to do
with that site.

Mr. Henderson, whose official duties prevented him from giving

his whole time to the superintendence of the excavations, was
obliged to carry on the work most of the time through agents. He
made some interesting discoveries during the short time he carried
on the explorations, of both bas-reliefs and inscriptions in hiero-
glyphic characters, which are now in the British Museum. Efforts
have been made to read the Hittite inscriptions; but none have yet
been deciphered, though both Professor A. H. Sayce, Mr. Hyde
Clarke, and others, have tried to fix the value of some of the ideo-
graphs.
I left Aleppo on the afternoon of the 21st of August, and, ac-
cording to the custom of the country, was accompanied for about an
hour’s ride from the town by a number of friends, and the dragoman
and the kawasses of the consulate. It is generally considered ad-
visable, when going a great distance, to make a short stage the first
day after leaving a town, in order that the luggage may be re-
adjusted on the animals, and if anything has been forgotten, there
is time to obtain it. I followed this course, and only went as far
as the village of Hhailan, about two-hours’ journey, or seven miles,
from Aleppo.*

We encamped outside the village near a muddy stream, as no
one in his right senses would take up his quarters in the dirty huts
at that time of the year, on account of the fleas which infest the
place, even in the open thoroughfares. Although it was the hottest
time of the year, when the thermometer goes up in the day time
to between 85 and 100 degrees Fahrenheit in that part of
Syria and Mesopotamia, I found it so chilly at night that I was
obliged to use an extra rug on my bed. It was difficult to under-
stand what caused the unusual cold that night. I could not make
out whether the rivulet had anything to do with it, or it was

* The average rate of traveling on horseback is apout three miles
an hour, but I generally traveled, when the luggage was left behind,
at the rate of four miles an hour; so when I mention my arrival at a
certain place, the latter calculation is always meant.
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occasioned at that time of the year in consequence of the heavy rain
which fell in the north. The natives of the place told me that they
had very seldom felt such a cold night during the summer months.
No rain had fallen near the place for more than two months.
The next day only five hours’ journey was made, as far as the
Moslem village of Aghbirhan, where the villagers had taken the
wise course of encamping outside their huts; and, as a matter of
course, I took my quarters in the tent of the chief, because I had
intended to remain there only a few hours during the hottest part
of the day, and start again in the afternoon. I gladdened the
hearts of the shaikh and his family by having a sheep killed on my
arrival, and allowed them to appropriate the skin, the head, feet,
and sall the interior part of the animal—besides the dinner they
enjoyed from my kitchen. They told me that they had not tasted
meat for months, as the whole village could not afford to kill a
sheep among them. They complained of oppression from both the
heavy taxation and conscription, consequent on the then existing
Turco-Russian war. Although they said that they had scarcely
any young men left to till the ground, and more than half of the
fields remained uncultivated, they were called upon to pay the
heavy taxes in full, and the chief assured me that not only had he
sold everything he possessed to satisfy Government demands, but
he had to incur heavy debts at Aleppo to keep out of prison. In
the afternoon I made a short stage of two hours and a half, as I
intended to commence my journey very early the next day. The
difficulty has always been to get my followers to rise early, or to
make them get up at the time I appoint; and it is very rare that the
muleteers load their animals without grumbling. They begin
to show their displeasure by abusing each other, the animals, or
themselves,—“Be quiet, thou brute; may the father of him who sold
thee be everlastingly burnt!” “Get up, thou lazy rascal; thou art
gnoring like a donkey;” “May he who brought me up in this avoca-
tion never receive God’s mercy,” etc. The great difficulty was to
make a start, becaunse, even after the animals had been laden, the
chances were that one or two loads would fall down, or one of the
animals go astray in the dark, and an unnecessary loss of time be
occasioned through the carelessness of the muleteers. I invariably
showed the muleteer the whole of my luggage before I engaged him,
in order that he might know what he was expected to carry on each
animal. No difficulty was ever made at the outset; but as soon as
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the bargain was struck and the loading begun, he would commence
to grumble, and declare that the things required double the number
of animals. Sometimes a stool, a water-jug, or even a small drink-
ing-can, was complained about as being too heavy to place over the
luggage, and so disputes and quarrels became the order of the day.

Our journey the next day lasted only about six hours, as far as
the village of Zamboor; and as the weather was extremely hot, and
I knew that it would be far from comfortable to live in tents under
& burning sun, I made up my mind this time to take up my quar-
ters in the village, even at the risk of being tormented with fleas.
When we were within five or six miles of the village, I left the
luggage, and hurried on with part of my escort to find a shelter
from the heat of the sun; but on coming near the place, I galloped
on alone to choose clean and comfortable quarters, leaving my
party to follow slowly on. As a matter of course, if I entered the
village with the Turkish escort, they would at once take me to the
chief’s house, whose duty it is to render hospitality to distinguished
travelers; and as that functionary has only one spare room in his
house, where all wayfarers and the idle villagers resort, it is any-
thing but pleasant, after a long and fatiguing journey, to take up
one’s quarters there, especially as it would be quite impossible to
have the proper rest and do any writing while there. Moreover,
I knew that, even if I wished to choose any other house in the vil-
lage in preference to that of the chief, the chances were that I
should not be admitted if the escort was with me. I have therefore,
on most occasions, entered a village alone, and, after choosing my
quarters, sent to my followers to join me. For this reason, when
we came within a mile of the village of Zamboor, I left my party,
and, seeing from a distance a house having an upper chamber, I
rode straight to it, being certain that if that room could be secured
I should be safe from fless, and enjoy fresh air. To my great dis-
appointment the house proved to be that of the chief of the village,
who was a Turcoman, and the very upper chamber I had looked
forward to was the room I particularly wished to avoid, as it was
full of guests, all chatting as loud as they could about the war and
its consequences. The chief, whom I found sitting with his guests,
invited me to sit down; but having thanked him for his civility, I
told him that I was too lired to take my rest in that noisy assembly.
On going down stairs, I was met by the good wife of the chief, who
asked me why I was going away, and, on explaining to her my rea-
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sons, she said at once, “Come up with me, and I will,soon have the
room cleared out for you.” It did not take her long to disperse
the assembly, including her husband, over whom she seemed to
possess a wonderful spell. No sooner was the chamber free of the
noisy crowd than she called her two daughters, and ordered one
to sweep the room, and the other to fetch water and sprinkle the
floor to make it cool; and before many minutes were over I was
comfortably settled in my temporary rzsidence. She was also good
enough to take in my servants, and allow them to prepare my
dinner. This obliging family were so pleasant and attentive to all
my wants that I always made it a point, after that visit, to take up
my quarters in their house when traveling between Beerajeek and
Aleppo. One of the daughters, a handsome girl of about seventeen
years of age, was very rich, and had had a most romantic history.
It appeared that she married a very wealthy husbandman, with
whom she had lived for a year, and at his death had inherited all
his property. After that another man wooed her; but as he did
not bear a good character in the country, her father refused his
consent, but she settled the matter by eloping with her lover.
Before many days were over, however, he killed a man in a fit of
jealousy, and was obliged to flee the district, and take shelter in
some secure place, where' he could not be arrested; and so the
Turcoman girl was obliged to return to her father’s house, and
remain in an unhappy state of uncertainty. She was always dressed
in fine silks, and covered from head to foot with silver trinkets,
and was the idol of all the bachelors in the neighborhood, who
were seeking her, either for her fortune or handsome face!

We left Zamboor soon after midnight on the 24th of August,
just as an eclipse of the moon began to darken our way after a
bright moonlight. My host was the first to notice the phenomenon
before we finished loading, by saying, “Behold, the moon is going to
be swallowed up.” The consequence was that we had to travel for
nearly an hour and a half before we could see our way properly.
My kawass and I hurried on to the Euphrates, which was reached
about seven o’clock in the morning. As I have already given an
account of the clumsy way passengers are taken across the river at
Beerajeek, I will pass on and relate how I fared in that Mesopo-
tamian town. As there are no hotels in these out-of-the-way places,
and the khans, or caravansaries, are not fit to live in, I did as I
was recommended, and took up my abode in the Monophysite



76 ASSHUR AND THE LAND OF NIMROD.

Armenian Church on the hill. Most of the Eastern churches in
the rural districts have what they call a guoest-chamber, in which
they receive the respectable class of travelers. Those who go about
with their full complement of servants do not require more than
the lodging, and, generally speaking, they invite the head eccle-
giastic to dine with them, but those who can not afford to have many
servants, or others who do not wish their attendants to do any
cooking on these occasions, have their meals brought from either
the public cooking establishments, or some respectable family, who
are always ready to do what is needful on these occasions for the
sake of a little present. As I always travel fully provided with those
domestic comforts, which can be carried about without much in-
convenience, I invariably had my meals prepared the same as if
I were stationary, unless, however, I accepted the hospitality of
some native gentlemen, who are in the habit of entertaining
strangers; or to whom I was introduced by a friend, or well known,
either from personal acquaintance or reputation.

There is a large community at Beerajeek composed of Arme-
nians of every sect, Monophysites, Roman Catholics, and Protest-
ants; and as soon as they heard of my arrival, their principal men
called on me, and I returned thejr visits in the afternoon. The
natives of Beerajeek have a peculiar, and not a disagreeable, cus-
tom of treating a visitor with fruit and sweetmeats, which civility
was accorded to me; and by the time I returned to my quarters
I felt that I had eaten fruit enough to last me for the next six
months. The Kayim-Makkam, or lieutenant-governor of the place,
‘and the Kadhee, paid me formal visits in the course of the day,
which I had to return scon afterwdrds, as it was my intention to
start for Diarbekir that night.

The Christians spoke very highly of these two functionaries,
both as regards their adminstration of justice and friendly feeling
towards all classes, whom they always treated on an equal footing.
This spoke very well in their favor for keeping things quiet,
seeing that the Moslem population of Turkey were very much irri-
tated on account of the non-intervention of the European Powers
to give a helping hand to the Osmanlees in their struggle against
the overwhelming forces of Russia.

To show how uncertain the admimstration of justice in Turkey
is, the next time I visited Beerajeek, the town was governed by
two quite opposite characters; the governor was weak and irresolute,
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and the Kadhee ignorant and fanatical. A few days before I ar-
rived, a party of Christian wayfarers, who were coming to Beerajeek
from Aintab, on passing one of the villages below the hills in the
province of the former, were met by a number of Turcoman
marauders, who plundered them of everything they possessed, and
severely wounded one of them. When they proffered their com-
plaint to the proper court, they were told by the Kadhee, the presi-
dent of it, that unless their evidence was backed by Mohammedan
witnesses their complaint could not be entertained, as it was un-
lawful to receive the evidence of Christians against Moslems. Al-
though that Christian evidence dizability had been abrogated by an
imperial mandate during the early part of Abd-al-Majeed’s benefi-
cent reign, nearly forty years before, through the great influence
Lord Stratford de Redcliffe possessed at the Sublime Porte, every
now and then a fanatical Kadhee, or wily governor, starts up and
lays down the law as it suits his convenience and religious views.

I left Beerajeek an hour after midnight on the 25th of August.
The weather was intensely hot and sultry; and by the time we
reached the village of Kanlee-Hoshar, at 8.45 A. M., we had
emptied all our water-vessels from excessive thirst. As the people
of the village were encamping outside it in tents, I took up my
quarters in the largest, whose owner received me with every mark
of welcome. But the heat in the black tent was stifling, the ther-
mometer rising in its shady part to more than 105 degrees. Being
anxious to push on, I resumed my journey at 3.30 P. M., under a
scorching sun. I had unfortunately dined on stewed badinjan,
which in India is called brinjall, or the forbidden fruit. I suffered
from a parching thirst all the evening, not from want of water,
but because the more I tried to quench my thirst, the more my
mouth and tongue became dry. We reached our halting-place,
Hawak, a Moslem village, at nine o’clock, where I staid at the
house of Joseph Ballo, who received me very civilly, and placed
his whole establishment at my disposal, and, after having refreshed
myself with a cup of tea, I went to bed.

The next day being Sunday, the 26th of August, I remained
stationary, to give myself and followers a little rest. It has always
been my rule never to travel or allow any work to be done on the
Lord’s-day, and it is a remarkable fact that those who were obliged
to observe it, whether Christians or Moslems, always appreciated
the rule, and felt very pleased to have a day of rest.
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The village of Hawak boasts of some vegetation, with here and
there an attempt at kitchen gardening, as there is a good deal of
water running in front of it; and after the very arid country we
passed through the previous night, together with the oppressive
heat, the sight of a little green was very refreshing. My host took
me to see the spring from which their water was obtained, and it
was delightful to sit there for a few minutes, and enjoy the clear
and cool water issuing out of the rock.

The majority of the inhabitants of Hawak are retired dancing-
boys, called Kocher, who had spent the best part of their boyhood
in amusing a certain voluptuous class in Turkey and Persia with
their fun and exhibitions, which have ever been a disgrace to those
countries.

I spent a very pleasant Sunday in the village, as I kept within
doors during the hottest time of the day; and by having the floor
of my chamber constantly watered, and the door and windows
closed, the heat was brought down at least ten degrees.* As I
wished to resume my journey before midnight, I slept for a few
hours soon after dinner. We started at eleven P. M., and traveled
all night, reaching our halting-place, Joorneyrush, at half-past
eight o’clock the next morning. The night was pleasant, quite
different from the one spent on the road the day before; and as
it was cloudy in the morning, the effect of the burning sun was not
felt before we reached our destination. Ibraheem, the head mule-
teer, and my butler, Hannah, were laid up on that day with the
common complaint of the country, intermittent fever, preceded
by a fit of ague. I was told that there was a good deal of sickness
in the village; and no wonder, as the people were hard at work in
the fields bringing in their harvest. I occupied a small room in the
best house in the village, built of gray sandstone; and as a protec-
tion against heat, fleas, and flies, I had the floor of my chamber, as
usual, saturated with water, and closed the shutters of the windows
and door. By this means I managed after breakfast to have three
hours’ sleep, which prepared me to travel again all night, in order
to avoid the heat of the sun. We started at 10.15 P. M., and went

* Wetting the floor of a room In the summer months has two advan-
tages; first, it makes the fleas lle dormant if the water does not
actually kill them; and, secondly, the evaporation causes a good deal of
cool alr in a dark room.
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on until daylight, when I left the luggage and pushed on with
my kawass, cook, and one of the escort to Swairak, which place was
reached at 6.30 A. M. On entering the town we met some Swaira-
kee horsemen, who had volunteered their services to join the Turk-
ish army at Erzeroom, then at war with Russia. The patriotic
Moslems of the place, and even some of the well-to-do Christians,
ascisted in finding their accouterments and the purchase of the
horses to carry them to the field of battle; but most of the men
who were engaged for war had not the least intention of going
further than a day’s journey, as they disposed of their animals and
arms, and went back after a time, with made-up stories for the
satisfaction of those who sent them. This kind of trickery was of
common occurrence all over Turkey, as the love of personal benefit
was stronger than the desire for the national weal.

Swairak is a town of some importance, inhabited by Turcomans
and Armenians with some few families, a mixture of Arab, Turco-
man, and Koordish nationalities. I took up my quarters in the
same Armenian Church which I occupied on a former occasion;
and on my arrival was visited by a large number of the Christian
community, who gave me a woeful account of the ill-treatment
they received at the hands of their Moslem townspeople, especially
the young ones, who would accost them with insults in the streets.
When the place was formerly under the Pashalic of Diarbekir, it
was better governed, especially as the seat of the local government
was distant only two days’ journey; but now it has been transferred
to the Pashalic of Kharpoot, a distance of eight days, just because
a certain Pasha recommended the transfer to suit his own purposes.
After that, the place was badly governed, especially at the time of
which I am writing; for the man who had been sent from Kharpoot
to act as a temporary Kayim-Makkam was quite unfit for the po-
sition, and, having a touch of fanaticism in his character, he paid
no attention to the grievances of the Christians.

An old Armenian priest, who dined with me on a former occa-
gion, joined me 'at my evening meal, and I was shocked to find he
was the worse for drink. Although he had a plate before him, in
which he was assisted to the food, he would stretch his hand over
his plate every now and then to the dish to help himself, saying,
that to be helped and made to eat from a separate plate looked like
begging. What made matters worse, whenever he found a nice
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piece of meat or vegetable, he would help me with the spoon which
he had been using. It will easily be imagined that I was glad when
the dinner was over.

Sarkees Effendi, the head of the Armenian community, paid
me a visit with a member of the Council of State in the course of
the day. He is a very intelligent and pleasant man, and it gave
me great pleasure to see him again in the evening. He was quite
a contrast to the priest.

The little that could be gleaned of the public opinion in that
country showed that both Mohammedans and Christians were very
much dissatisfied with British politics. The former thought it
very unfriendly of the maternal uncles of the Sultan* to leave
the Ottomans to fight their battles with Russia alone; while the
latter considered it a great shame for England to be always sympa-
thizing with the Turks against the Russians, and preventing the
Muscovites casting off from them the hateful rule of Islam. One
priest went so far as to say publicly that he doubted the Christianity
of the English for wasting their money and energy to bolster up an
anti-Christian power; but every one knew that they cared more
about money-making than religion; while the Russians, on the other
hand, were the friends of all oppressed Christians. I told him that
he was very unwise to use such language, because, if it was heard
by any Mohammedan, he would only bring misfortune upon his
community.

I slept on the terrace of the Church, and was roused soon after
midnight to resume the journey. After traveling about six hours
and a half, we rested during the heat of the day at the village of
Kainagh, which was reached at 7.30 A. M. Here the villagers
were living in tents, and I took up my quarters in the largest one,
which belonged to the chief, who, with three members of his family,
was suffering from fever. My head muleteer had another attack
of fever as soon as we arrived; and so, between the moaning of one
and the whining of the others, I had anything but a peaceful time
of it. Besides these woeful outbursts, the heat of the tent and the
troublesome flies kept me from sleeping, in spite of weariness after
the night journey. As I was very much fatigued and in want of
sleep, I felt that I was not far from following the example of the

* They have a notion in Turkey that one of the Sultans, supposed to

be Saladin, had married an English wife, and thus the Emperors of the
Ottomans are considered to have English blood in their veins!
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fever-stricken party in their groaning! I tried to soothe the com-
plaint of the invalids with pyretic saline, but they were too sick
to derive any benefit therefrom.

The natives of this village have a peculiar way of cooling their
water by digging a hole in the ground, about two feet deep, and
filling it with water from & muddy stream that runs a short distance
from the village; which, in my opinion, causes a great deal of
the sickness among the people. It was quite enough to see the
state of the water to discover that it was unfit for drinking; and
I only wonder that more serious diseases are not engendered by it,
knowing that all kinds of filth collect in the pool. I told the
villagers that they must not expect to enjoy good health as long
as they went on drinking that filthy and unwholesome water; but
I fear my advice was not attended to, for the mere reason, I suppose,
that they learned to do so from their forefathers, and it was con-
trary to their filial duty to abandon a custom which had been
handed down to them by their ancestors.

As I wanted to avoid traveling in the heat of the sun, which I
knew would be very powerful in the valley of the Tigris, I ordered
the loading of our animals soon after nine o’clock P. M., and at
9.40 we started and reached the khan of Kara-Bakcha about mid-
night.* My couk, escort, kawass, and I, halted for about half an
hour near the khan until the luggage arrived, when we again
mounted our horses and resumed the journey, crossing the hill of
Karrach Dagh, which means in Turkish, rugged mountain,—a
very appropriate name for it. The whole descent towards Diar-
bekir, which takes two hours to ride over, is covered with large
boulders as hard as flint, and my wonder has always been how the
poor animals manage to go through it without breaking their hoofs.
We had intended to halt at a village called Koosh-Dooghan (Turk-
ish, bird hatching), but on reaching the place at seven o’clock, we
found that it had been deserted; so my escort had to find another
resting-place for us at the village of Wineybirg, about & mile out of
our way. I found, to my disappointment, on arriving there, that
the natives were living in tents, which fact at once destroyed my
hopes of having a few hours’ sleep and getting shelter from the
flies and heat of the day. My host was a Koord, and right civil

* Kara Kakcha are two Turkish words meaning black garden,
from the nature of the ground around the springs, which are in the
vicinity of the khan.
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and attentive he and his family were. It has always been my lot
to find both Koords and Turcomans most obliging and extremely
hospitable; and though, generally speaking, they are most strict
in their religion, and considered to be fanatical Moslems, I never
on any single occasion had reason to complain of their want of re-
spect and attention.

As soon as the sun was set and dinner over, I tried to sleep for
a few hours, before we resumed our journey. Although I did not
intend to start until one or two in the morning, the muleteers
and servants made ready to start before midnight, as they were
anxious to reach Diarbekir as early as possible. One of the greatest
difficulties a traveler has to contend with on the road, is to induce
the muleteers, and even his domestics, to start from their halting-
place punctually; but when a town is approached they are always
in a great hurry to reach it. On any ordinary day the muleteer
drives his baggage animals at the rate of about two and a half
miles an hour; but the day he comes near a town he is sure to
push on at a furious rate, and accomplish the same distance in a
little more than half the time.

If there is no hotel in a town, and living in a khan is objected
to, it is advisable, and indeed most necessary, for a traveler, if he
wishes to insure comfortable lodgings, to communicate beforehand
through a friend with an influential resident to engage him quar-
ters. I therefore followed this rule, and wrote from Aleppo, asking
the Rev. Thomas Boyadjian, the head and pastor of the Armenian
Protestant community at Diarbekir, to engage me a house to live
in during my stay; and to make him more sure of the exact time
of my arrival, I sent another letter from Wineybirg, to inform
him of my approach.

As I expected, we reached the suburbs of the town at five
o’clock, just at sunrise, on the 28th of August; and as I did not like
to disturb Mr. Boyadjian’s family at so early an hour, I ordered
our baggage to be unloaded, and waited at a fountain near a garden
outside the city. I had scarcely been there half an hour, when I
learned that Mr. Boyadjian, with Count Pisani (one of the telegraph
officials) and other native Christians, had gone on another road
in search of me. Fortunately, one of the horsemen, who was fol-
lowing them, saw me, and galloped off to tell them I was there.
After waiting half an hour longer, my friends joined me, and we
all entered the town together. As the house which Mr. Boyadjian
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wished me to occupy was not ready, he kindly invited me to his
house, where I was welcomed by his amiable English wife, who had
left her country to share the life of her estimable husband in that
distant land. Happily for me, Mr. Boyadjian was a member of the
Council of State, which gave him some standing with the authori-
ties; and as I had a very gracious firman, and a strong recommen-
dation from the Sublime Porte to different governors-general of
the Provinces I had been commissioned to visit, I was able to
employ him semi-officially in any important communication that
passed between me and the governor-general. It was most fortu-
nate that an able and accomplished Ottoman functionary as Abd-ar-
Rahman Pasha was at the head of affairs in such a fanatical place as
Diarbekir during those days of disorder and confusion. A very
bitter feeling then existed among all classes of Moslems against
the Christians, on account of the war between Russia and Turkey,
which they supposed had been undertaken by the former power
to destroy the Mohammedan rule.

-Boon after our arrival, a large number of the principal residents
of Diarbekir, both Christians and Mohammedans, called on me;
and one and all gave me a sad account of the state of affairs in the
rural districts. The former fixed the blame on the Moslems for
their religious hatred of the Christians, and the latter attributed the
disorders to the want of proper troops to put down Koordish ex-
cesses; but they assured me that both Mohammedans and Chris-
tians shared alike in the general insecurity. In consequence of
the war, the Ottoman Government had withdrawn all the regular
troops from Koordistan, and left the stronger to ill-treat the
weaker; thus affairs were going from bad to worse, and at the time
I was at Diarbekir the disorders were at their height.

On my communicating the unhappy state of affairs to the Brit-
ish ambassador, who made it known to the Porte, the latter felt
bound to remedy the evil, and so they authorized the governor-gen-
eral, Abd-ar-Rahhman Pasha, to stop an infantry regiment proceed-
ing from Baghdad to the seat of war through Diarbekir for the
protection of the well-disposed in the lawless districts. Of course,
one regiment was not sufficient to keep order throughout the whole
Pashalic; but still it gave the men in authority some power in a
large portion of the province where the Koords were becoming
more troublesome every day.

The native Moslems of the town were always reckoned to be
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great fanatics, and bore intense hatred towards the Christians; so
after the war broke out between Russia and Turkey, this animosity
was intensified fourfold, and no Christian could go about without
being insulted for his religion or nationality. I had to report many
disgraceful incidents to the governor-general, who lost no time in
having the guilty punished and the law vindicated. But in the
Provinces the anarchy, which was accompanied by atrocities, was
equally disastrous for law-abiding Moslems as well as Christians.
In fact, certain marauding Koordish tribes inhabiting the moun-
tains between Diarbekir, Bitlis, and Moosh, such as the Rush-
kootan, Shaikh Dadan, and Sasoon tribes, were the terror of the
neighborhood; and at the time I was traveling in that country there
was no bound to their depredations. Though they were plunder-
ing and committing fearful ravages all over the country at the time
I passed through the disturbed districts, I never met with any of
them; but my escort pointed out on several occasions the dangerous
neighborhood we were in. Twice we had to pass through the vil-
lages of those who were called brigands and rebels, and, as a matter
of course, I was advised not to halt in any of the suspected places
for fear of a sudden attack. But from all I saw of the people, they
did not seem to show any sign of hostility; on the contrary, when
passing through one village, where a few days before a caravan had
been attacked and some men killed, the chief came out and invited
me to have some refreshment; but I was obliged to decline the
honor, as I wished to push on as fast as possible.

Abd-ar-Rahman Pasha had a very difficult task in keeping order
at Diarbekir, on account of the hatred the fanatical Moslems bore
to the Christians, and the want of proper police to keep order.
Religious hatred and jealousy kept up a constant feud between
Christians and Moslems, and it required a man with tact and firm-
ness to keep things quiet. These qualities happily were possessed
by the then governor-general. The same Abd-ar-Rahman Pasha
was a few years afterwards made Grand Vizier; but for some reason
or other he did not keep that high office long.

The Moslems of Diarbekir during that troublesome time ac-
cused the Christians of sympathizing with the Russians, and did
everything in their power to foment a serious quarrel and bring
about deplorable results, but their maneuvers did not succeed. One
day, ‘after I left Diarbekir, some roughs of the place, during the
night, smeared the door of one of the mosques with filth, and the
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next morning the fanatics raised a hue and cry against the Chris-
tians, whom they accused of being the perpetrators of the disgrace-
ful act. As soon as the news reached the ear of Abd-ar-Rahman
Pasha, he sent for the heads of the Moslem community, and told
them that he expected them to find out the evil-doers from amongst
their own people. He said that no one in his right senses would
dream of entertaining the absurd idea that any Christian would
dare to commit such sacrilege to a Mohammedan place of worship,
especially at a time when they were anxious to live at peace with
their neighbors, much less to insult the religion of their rulers.
There is & very important Protestant community at Diarbekir,
which has been reclaimed from the old Armenian Church attached
to the American independent form of worship, but neither the
Chaldeans nor the Syrians have contributed any share to the estab-
lished reform.* Some Armenians, also, have attached themselves
to the rites of the English Church, but these are few in number.
The whole, or at least the majority, of the Reformed Armenians
would prefer the Episcopalian form to that of the Non-conformists;
but, for some reason or other, the Sublime Porte refused to sanc-
tion the establishment of such a community. With the exception
of some isolated cases in different parts of Asiatic Turkey, where
the reformed Christians have attached themselves to Episcopalian
principles, one and all have adopted that of the Presbyterian, be-
cause all the reformation that took place in Koordistan, Syria, and
Asia Minor, was originated by American missionaries, belonging
either to the Congregational or Presbyterian Churches. It is due
to the zeal and diligence of these good and pious American min-
isters of Christ, who have done so much towards the regeneration
of the corrupt Eastern Churches, that the native Protestants bear
an honorable name among all classes and creeds, even with their
brother Christians from whom they separated. They are considered
by the Ottoman authorities to be men of exemplary characters, and
on whose word they can always depend. Education, through the
-instrumentality of the American Board of Missions, has also
effected a great change in both male and female proselytes,

* Whenever the word “Chaldean” is mentioned, it means an ancient
Christian community in communion with the Roman Catholic Church;
but the word “Syrian” means either the Christians who are in com-
munion with the Church of Rome, or the old Monophysites, called
Jacobites, from Jacob bar Addalus.
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and the only drawback is that most of the Reformed Chris-
tians are too poor to make any great show before other com-
munities. The Roman Catholics, on the other hand, are al-
ways ready to sow the seed of discord wherever they go, and never
lose an opportunity of persecuting those who do not agree with
them in matters of faith. But their educational system is beyond
all praise, and far superior to that of the Americans, both as re-
gards higher culture and languages. Moreover, the Latin priests,
who are generally at the head of the Vatican missions, are wonder-
fully active and vigilant. They are always ready to proclaim their
doctrine as the only sure way to salvation, denouncing the other
denominations as heretical, and doomed to everlasting torment!
It is an extraordinary fact that, though they have repeatedly tried
to gain a footing in Armenia proper, they have not been able to
make many converts; and, with the exception of a small village
near Moosh, called “Seat of the Franks,” there is not a sign of the
Roman Catholic doctrine in that country.

After having spent about ten days at Diarbekir, I left for Wan,
visiting, on my way, the districts of Saart, Bitlis, and Moosh.
Throughout the journey I heard everywhere the common ecry
agaihst the ravages of the Koords, and the maladministration of
the local authorities. Even admitting that the reports which
reached my ears were greatly exaggerated, and allowing a good
margin to the woeful stories I heard, no doubt a good deal of misery
and suffering was caused from want of proper protection to life
and property. The apathy and weakness of the local authori-
ties in the rural districts, and the dishonesty of the tax-collectors,
were the main cause of the disorder, which has been the bane of
Turkey for the last forty or fifty years; and it seems to me that
the mismanagement of affairs is always on the increase. The
Koords, especially those who are nomad tribes, have never been
brought under proper subjection; so when the Ottoman Govern-
ment became entangled in a war like that in which she was en-
gaged with Russia in 1877, the weak had to suffer at the hands of
the strong, and all those who possessed local power acted as it
seemed good in their eyes, because they kmew they could do so
with impunity.



CHAPTER V.

DuriNg that memorable war, almost all the tribes in Turkish
Koordistan were more or less unruly. They not only refused to
pay their proper taxes, but took exception to the law of conscrip-
tion; and all those who volunteered to assist in the Jehad, or holy
war, against the Russians, considered it to be their right to plunder
the villages they passed through, and mulct all wayfarers whom
they happened to meet.

In traveling between Diarbekir and Saart, I saw almost every
day crowds of men, women, and children, hurrying from their
villages to take shelter in some secure place from the ravages of
the lawless Koords. Any one who dared to deny the brigands
anything, was sure to lose his life. This kind of lawlessness was
not cxercised merely over Christians, but also over peaceful Mos-
lems; and while I was traveling in the Pashalic of Diarbekir, no less
than three Mohammedan chiefs were murdered by the Highland
Koords of the Rush-Kootan, Shaikh-Dadan, Sasoon, and Mootkee
tribes. Neither the governor-general of Diarbekir nor that of
Wan was able to put down Koordish excesses. They had merely
to depend upon the assistance of the local police, who, in many
instances, proved utterly untrustworthy; and it was generally re-
ported that they were at the bottom of the robberies committed, and
indirectly encouraged them. I was assured by many Mohammedans
that the Circassians in the employ of the Ottoman Government
were known to plunder on the highway whenever they found an
opportunity of doing so without being detected. It was the com-
mon practice of the forrer to steal horses and cattle, and they
always managed to dispose of them to their relatives and friends
without much trouble. Their custom was, when a number of them
were sent on special duty, to organize themselves into a pilfering
party, and proceed to a grazing field where kine, horses, or mules
had been left unguarded; and as soon as they found there was no
one to give an alarm, they hemmed in a number of animals, and
rode off with them. As soon as they were safe out of the district
they sent the booty for disposal with two or three of their party
to Ras-al-ain, or any other station appointed by the Porte for the
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Circassian emigrants to settle at. If a hue and cry was raised
sgainst them before they were safe out of the district in which
they had committed the robbery, their pursuers were roughly
handled and carried off as prisoners on the pretense of their having
attacked the imperial guard in the execution of their duty. The
unfortunate people, for fear of the false charge being fastened
on them, would forego their property, and feel thankful that they
had escaped further pecuniary loss and imprisonment, especially
if they were wealthy; because, if the local authorities discovered
that their victims were well-to-do, they would be sure to create
all kinds of difficulties, in order, with greater facility, to fleece them
of what they possessed.

One day, when visiting a man in authority in the districts, I
met two Koords guarded at the entrance of the Government House,
who were heavily chained, and on my asking what crime they had
committed, I was told that they had done nothing themselves,
but came there merely as complainants. The story of their in-
carceration was as follows: A Koordish chief, who was known all
over the country as a freebooter, had pillaged the villages of
these men, who were also chiefs, but of a lower grade; and as they
had no power to protect themselves against his ravages, they went
to lay their complaint before the Turkish deputy governor. No
sooner did the notorious robber hear of their departure to com-
plain, than he sent an emissary with a handsome bribe to fore-
stall them, and pave the way for further demands.

As a matter of course, when the oppressed individuals laid
their complaint before the authorities, they were told that the
chief would be summoned, but they must give personal security
that they would prosecute when their opponent arrived; and as
they knew no one in the place to stand bail for them, they were
detained, and, on the pretense of their escaping, they were put
in chains. Now it was their turn to begin to satisfy the rapacity
of the governor, and the more they gave, the more they increased
the difficulty of extricating themselves from their misfortune.
They were most willing to forego their claim, and even to forgive
their adversary; but it was of no use, as they were reported to
Ppossess immense wealth, and the authorities were bent upon secur-
ing more of it. One day they were told that the chief could not
be found, and another that he was dangerously ill; but at the
game time both sides were being mulcted of their money, because
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the accused had also been threatened with an immediate arrest,
if he did not pay further hush-money to satisfy the cupidity of the
authorities.

Both Abd-ar-Rehman Pasha, the governor-general of Diar-
bekir, and Hasan Pasha, the governor-general of Wan, were trying
all they could to remedy the evil; but with the staff they had at
their command, and for want of funds, it was impossible for them
to establish the required reform or enforce order in the disturbed
districts.

I was surprised to find that the state of serfdom in that part
of Koordistan had never been quite abolished, but, on the con-
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