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2 WEST INDIES.

we proceed to events which occurred on the sta-
tion after the commencement of hostilities in
Europe.

On the 15th of April, Vice-admiral Sir John
Laforey, in conjunction with Major-general Cuy-
ler, attacked and took the island of Tobago. The
French made some resistance, but our troops and
seamen overpowered every obstacle.

On the arrival of Rear-admiral Gardner at Bar-
badoes, Sir John Laforey returned to England.

The squadron under the command of the Rear-
admiral was as follows, viz.

Ships. . Guns, Commanders.
: . Rear-admiral Gardner

Queen . . . . . . . 98 . ., z Cuptain Hutt
Duke « « « « « « « 98 . . . Honourable G.Murmay
Orion « + - « . « « 74 . . . Sir Thomas Rich,Bart.
Hector. « . « « « o 74 . . . G.DMontague
Hannibal- . .. . . . . 74 . . . Sir James Wallace
Heroine ... « . » . 32 . . . Allan Gardner
Yphigenia.. ., . . ... 32 . . . PatrickSinclair
Rattlesnake . . . ., . 14 +« . A, Mouatt.

The land and sea forces immediately prepared
to commence offensive operations.

Martinique, the finest and most fruitful of the
French windward islands, was the first object of
attack ; and the internal discord of its inhabitants
offered a fair prospect of success. An additional
land-force. was put on board, making up the num-

" ber of three thousand men ; these were under the
command of Major-general Bruce. The run from
Barbadoes to Martinique being directly to lee-
ward, occupies but a few hours. The landing was
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effected with little resistancé; but the French,
like other people in cases of invasion, forgot their
political differences to oppose the common enemy.
The force employed, totally inadequate to the un-
dertaking, was compelled to retreat with loss;/
leaving many of the unhappy emigrants to the
merciless rage of their countrymen, by whom they
were murdered or put to death in cruel torments.

This is one among many other facts tending to
prove the ignorance of the colonial department of
that day, as to the real state of the foreign settle-
ments of the enemy, and of their placing too much
reliance on the integrity of the emigrants, who
‘were not unfrequently in the pay of their own go-
vernment, whilé they pretended to furnish correct
information to ours; thus making a profitable em-
ployment from our credulity, and.trading in the
blood of their fellow-creatures. The most honour-
able exceptions must however be made of this un-
fortunate class of people, and particularly of two
officers in the French navy—the Viscomte de la
Riviere, captain of La Fame, a French ship of
seventy-four guns, and Mons. ———, captain of
the Calypso frigate—who placed themselves under
the orders of the British Adnliral, and used their
utmost exertions to save as many of their country-
men as they could bring away; after which they
proceeded to Trinidad and joined the Spaniards,
at that time our friends and allies.

The Rear-admiral on the failure of this attempt,
unable to effect any other object in the Caribean

) B 2
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seas, detached the Hannibal and Ilector to rein-
force Commodore Ford at Jamaica, and returned
with the remainder of his squadron to England.

Nothing mere clearly evinces the truth of our
assertion, in the early part of this work, of the de-
cline of the French marine, than the very small
force which the government of France was enabled
to send out at the commencement of the war for
the protection of its most valuable colonies.

In the ports of St. Domingo, they had only
three sail of the line and four frigates, and on the
windward island station the naval force was far
less considerable. At the conclusion of the Ame-
rican war, the combined fleets of France and Spain
were stated in the house of commons to amount
to seventy sail of the line, ready to act in the
West Indies, where we had no more than forty
sail to oppose them:* while in the East Indies, we
find Suffrein with a fleet superior to Sir Edward
Hughes, taking from us the port of Trincomalee;
_and D’Orvilliers, in the Channel, biddin‘g defiance
to Keppel. In 1794, the French, defeated in the
Bay of Biscay, were glad to regain their port; in
the Mediterranean they were on the brink of ruin,
‘had not one ship of the line in the East Indies,
only three in the West, and lost all their foreign
possessions in both hemispheres.

In the month of November, Captains Rowley
of the Penelope, and Sinclair of the Iphigenia, of

* See page 6, vol. 1, of this work.
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thirty-twd guns each, fell in with the French fri-
gate ‘L'Inconstante of thirty-six guns'and three
hundred men, which they captured after a short
adtion, and carried her into Port Royal :"in ‘the.
same month the Antelope packet, on her way to
England from Jamaiea, fell in off Cumberland har-
bour with a French privateer, which ran on board
of the packet, but was so warmly received that he
would have retreated, when Mr, Pasco, the boat-
swain of the Antelope, on whom the command had
devolved, went aloft and lashed the squaresail:
yard of the privateer to the fore-shrouds of the
Antelope, while the crew and the passengers plied
them so effectually with grape and musketry, that
they called for quarter and surrendered : her name
was the Atalante; she mounted eight guns, threé-
pounders, and had sixty-five men, of whom eight
were killed and nineteen wounded. The Antelope
had six guns, three-pounders, and twenty-one men;
“her captain, Mr. Curtis, and three men, were. -
killed, and four wounded. | ‘
The troubles of St. Domingo had in a- great
measure endangered the safety of Jamaica. From
what we have already observed, the réader we
trust is convineed, that whatever might have been
the horrors and the crimes committed in St. Do-
mingo, England was not only entirely guiltless of
them, but that it was her interest as well as her
duty to bring those desolating scenes to a speedy
termination; and we shall prove that by such

motives her farther proceedings were guided.
s .
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The letter of the Abbe Gregoire* to the people
of colour, aggravated the evils which had origin-
ated with himself and his colleagues (the Amis des
Noirs), and now forms a striking contrast with the
dccounts which we dailyt receive from the coast
of Guinea. The ardour with which the slave-
trade is carried on by France in defiance of trea-
ties made with Great Britain, and notwithstand-
ing the tremendous chastisement that has been
inflicted on the colonists by the victims of that
inhuman traffic, proves that where vice is sup-
ported by the prospect of gain, it becomes incor-
rigible.

* Edwards, vol. 1, p. 100.

+ We make the following extract from Mottley’s Hampshire Tele-
graph, a valuable weekly journal, that has been long and faithfully
devoted to the interests of the empire, and particularly of the navy.

¢ Portsmouth, August 3d, 1822, Slave-trade. — On Wednesday
morning arrived 2 French brig called La Vigilante, she having been
captured with several others in the act of slave-trading (baving three
hundred and forty-three on board), in the river Bonny, north of the
line: they were boarded by the boats of his Majesty’s ships Iphigenia
and Myrmidon, manned with one hundred and fifty seamen under
the command of Lieutenant G. W. St. John Mildmay, after a most
severc contest, in wixi_ch two seamen were killed and seven wounded.
It is mot known how many slaves suffered in this vessel, as many of
them jumped overboard, and were destroyed by the sharks. Licu-
tenant Mildmay came home in charge of the Vigilante, and on land-
ing set off to the admiralty, with despatches from Commodore Sir
Robert Mends. " 'There were taken at the same time four other
vessels, two French and two Spanish., The wholc number of slaves
captured amounts to one thousand onc hundred and forty-five ; they
were generally chained two and two, their arms and legs dread-
fally lacerated with the irons, and in this state many of them jumped
‘into the sea to avoid the miseries to which they were exposed.”—Are
these the friends of liberty, the enlightened I'rench and Spaniards of
the nincteenth century! The whole of the vessels were liberated in
England by an order from the admiralty ; and Licutenant Mildmay,
for his galiant conduct, was deservedly promoted to the rauk of com-

mander. .
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The commissioners from the national conven-
tion, Polveral, Santhonax, and Ailhaud, reached
‘Cape Francois in September, 1792:* but, far from
healing the wounds of civil discord, these infa-
mous men invited the blacks to their assistance
by the promise.of plunder; and in the following
year completed the ruin of the colony, and the de-
struction of the whites and mulattoes, by the mas-
sacre of the inhabitants, and the conflagration of
the city of Cape Francois. When the last of these
unhappy people had rendered up their breath, or
escaped to the ships in the harbour, Santhonax
was seen embracing the chiefs of the blacks, and
heard to thank them for their exertions: called
before the national convention to account for his
conduct, he was by that assembly pronounced

“ guiltless I” : ' -

We have now come to the origin of our invasion
of St. Domingo. Mr. Edwards statest that so
-early as 1791, overtures had been made by the
white inhabitants to the British government to
take the French part of the island under its pro-
tection. This offer was of course rejected; but
when the government of France, in 1793, declared
war against us, other measures were resorted to.
Therebellionin St. Domingo threatening the safety
of our colonies, it became a duty to oppose some
check to the power of the blacks, and for the sake
of humanity to save the lives of the whites who
implored our protection. The overtures were
* Vol. 3, p. 117. t Thidip, 145,

b
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therefore listened to, and the Count de Charmilly,
one of the planters, was furnished with despatches
from the Secretary of state to General Williamson,
the :lieutenant-governor and commander-in-chief
at Jamaica, signifying his Majesty’s pleasure that
terms of capitulation should be accepted froni the
inhabitants of St. Domingo, and permitting his
Excellency to send such troops to their assistance
as in his judgment might be spared from the island.

At this time the force of the French in St. Do-
mingo amounted to twenty-two thousand men,
six thousand of whom were blacks inured to the
climate, about the same number Europeans, and
the remainder mulattoes and creoles. -

Unless the British government acted on the
most groundless information, it is impossible to
conceive what hopes of success it could have en-
tertained from the perilous expedient of draining
Jamaica of its white troops, and attempting the
reduction of St. Domingo with eight hundred and
seventy men; while the blacks would have mus-
tered;'and perhaps had little short of, one hun-
‘dred 'thousand in arms to oppose them: such
however are the facts ; and we much fear that pos-
terity will hesitate to believe that the ministers of
George the Third could have been so much de-
ceived.

. With this small force however the reduction of
St. Domingo was undertaken. It sailed from Port
Royal on the 9th of September, 1793, escorted by

Commodore Ford in the Europa of fifty guns,
’ 4
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with five frigates. On their arrival at- Jeremie
they were received by the unhappy planters with
tears of joy -and gratitude; as deliverers sent by
“ the bravest and most generous of nations.” They
entered the town amidst the shouts and acclaina-
tions of the whites: the British colodrs were
hoisted, and those of France torn down by Her
own people, while royal salutes from-the forts an-:
nounced that the French side of St. Domingo was
about to become a British colony. From this
place the Commodore proceeded to Cape Nicho-
las mole, which he entered in the same manner;
and the troops, though limited in number, were
now in quiet pdssession of two important points
of the island, namely, Cape Dona Maria and Cape
Tiburon, embracing the bight of Leogane and the
gulf of Gonaves, commanding the windward pas-
sage, and consequently the greater part of the
trade of the island and its capital, Port au Prince.
Exclusive, however, of the situation, these places
had few other advantages. - Cape Nicholas mole,
like Toulon, though a fine harbour, was surrounded
by heights which, unless occupied by our troops,
would be the means of driving us out. Unhappily
the similitude did not end here: the inhabitants;
like the Toulonese, no sooner saw the British
forces within their walls, than they manifested the
strongest hostility towards them; and the attacks
on Toulon and St. Domingo had, from almost sis
milar causes, the same issue. The yellow-fever
raged in our little army, and on board our ships of

Y
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war; and the mortality became so great, as to
render a speedy retreat a matter of necessity, un-
less reinforced: General Williamson therefore sent
another detachment, amounting altogether to be-
tween seven and eight hundred men, leaving the
island of Jamaica to the care of less than four hun-
dred regular troops.

Eight months had elapsed since our first land-
ing before any reinforcement arrived from Eng-
land : in the mean time sickness had reduced the
whole number of British troops on the island to
nine hundred effective men.

On the 19th of May, the Irresistible of seventy-
four guns, the Belliqueux of sixty-four, and the Fly
sloop, with a convoy of transports, arrived in the
harbour of Cape Nicholas mole: these vessels had
on board the flank companies of the twenty-se-
cond, twenty-third, and forty-first regiments, under
the command of Brigadier-general Whyte, who, in
conjunction with Commodore Ford, immediately
‘proceeded to the attack of Port au Prince. The
squadron was composed of three ships of the line,
viz. Irresistible seventy-four, Sceptre sixty-four,
Belliqueux sixty-four, the Europa fifty, and some
frigates and sloops, with one thousand four hun-
dred and sixty-five soldiers. The place was spee-
dily carried by the gallantry of the troops, and the
active co-operation of the ships of war, which kept
up a heavy fire on the enemy’s works. Fort Bi-

" zottin, standing on a commanding eminence, was
‘stormed and carried by Captain Danicl of the

«
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forty-first, at the head of sixty men, who in the
midst of a violent thunder-storm entered the em:
brasures with fixed bayonets, and rendered them-
selves completely masters of the place, which over-
looked the town of Port au Prince. The gallant
Major Spencer, who commanded the whole of the
detachment sent to this attack, followed up the
blow and entered the town in triumph, just in
time to save that and the shipping from an in- ‘
tended conflagration. The value of the shipping
and merchandise captured in the town and har-
bour, was estimated at 400,0007.

. The enemy attempted to-retake the post of Ti-
buron, but were defeated by a small force headed
by Captain Bradshaw, and assisted by the fire of
the Success frigate, under the command of Cap-
tain Roberts. o ;

With the capture of Port au Prince we conclude
the history of our success in St. Domingo. The
scene from this time until our final evacuation of
the 1sland, is clouded with disasters. The blacks,
inured to the climate, and possessing an accurate
knowledge of the country, were more than a match
for the enervated Europeans: valour and science
were overpowered by numbers, local knowledge,
and perseverance; and though reinforcements were
sent from to windward in as great numbers as
could be spared, they came not to partake in the
glory of preserving the conquest, but to end their
days in the hospitals of Port au Prince: so rapid,
says Mr. Edwards, was -the mortality, that the -

b
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frigate which conveyed the flank companies be-
came a house of pestilence. More than one hun-
dred were buried in the deep in the short pas-
sage between Guadaloupe and Jamaica; and one
-hundred and fifty were left in a -dying state at
Port Royal: upwards of forty officers and six
hundred rank and file met their fate by sick-
ness.within two months after the surrender of
Port au Prince. The negroes and the mulattoes
joined against them, and even Success diminished
their numbers. Colonel Brisbane held them in
check for a time, and compelled them to sue for
peace on’ the plains of Artibonite; but the force of
the enemy was too great for him to resist. Gene-
ral Horneck arrived while affairs were in this si-
tuation, and found the British forces pent up in
 the forts of Bizottin and Dauphin in the northern
provinces, while in other parts of the island our
weakness was so apparent, as to invite the attack
of the blacks; and we must agree with the author
of the History of the West Indies,* that if a greater
force could not have béen spared for the occasion,
~ the conquest of St. Domingo should never have
been undertaken. One observation of the same
author carries conviction along with it: nor is it
easy to conceive what objection could have been
offered to a proposition so reasonable.
¢ Perhaps,” says Mr. Edwards, “the most fatal
oversight in the conduct of the whole expedition,
" was the strange and unaccountable neglect of not

* Edwards, vok 3, p. 183,

¢
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securing the little port of Jacmel on the south side
of the island, previous to the attack of Port.au
Prince. *With that post on one side of the penin-
sula, and the post of Acul in our possession on the
other, all communication between the southern
and the two other provinces would have been cut
off; the navigation from the windward islands to
Jamaica would have been made secure, while the
possession of the two capes which form the en-
trance into the bight of Leogane (St. Nicholas and
Tiburon) would have protected the homeward
trade in its course through the windward passage.
All this might have been. accomplished; and we
think it is all that, in sound poliey, ounght to have
been attempted. As to Port au Prince, it would
have been fortunate if the works had been de- -
stroyed, and the town evacuated immediately

after its surrender.” '

The enemy, by retaining possession of the ports
of Jacmel and Les Cayes, effectually command-
ed the windward passage from Jamaica, through
which our trade generally returned to England,
and by the swarms of privateers did us jncredible
mischief.

By the treaty of Basle, the Spanish government
resigned its portion of St. Domingo to France in
" perpetual sovereignty. The deed was not worth
the parchment on which, it was recorded. France
neither derives nor erer will derive any advantage
from such forced and unnatural concession: the
government of that country has been as remark-

Y
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able for its cruelty and unrelenting policy towards
the colonists, as these latter were for mildness and
humanity to their slaves.

It was not till the 6th of November, 1793, that
the squadron under the command of Vice-admiral
Sir John Jervis sailed for Barbadoes and the Lee-
ward islands. He left Spithead with the following
ships, viz.

Ships. Guns. Commanders.
Boyne{flag). . . . . 98 Capt. G. Grey
Vengeance . . « o+ 74 —— C.Thompson
Veteran. . . . . . 64 ~— E.Nugent
Ulysses « . + . . . 44 ~—— R.Morice
Woolwich . . . . . 4 —— J. Parker
Beaulien . [ John Salisbury

Blanche . 32 ~—— C. Parker

Terpsichore . . . . . 32 Sampson Edwards
Solehay . . . . . . 32 ~—— W.H. Kelly
Quebec , . . . . . 32 John Rogers
Rose. . « + o o+ o+ 28 -—— Edward Riou
Rattlesnake ., . . . . 18 ——— DM. A.Scott
Seaflower . . . . . 16 —— William Picrrepoint
Zebra . . . . «. .« 16 ~—— Robert Faulknor
Nattilus. . . . . . —— J. Carpenter
Vesuvius, bomb.

Assarance . . . . . 44 —— V.C. Berkeley
Roebuck , . . . . 44 -—— Andrew Christie
Ceres . . . . . . 32 —— Richard Incledon
Winchelsea. . . . . 32 -— Right 1Ion. Lord Garlics.

The last four j.oined at Martinique.

-The land-forces were under the command of
Lieutenant-general Sir Charles Grey; and mea. -
sures were immediately taken to carry into exe-
cution the great objects of the expedition.

No sooner had our chiefs arrived at Barbadoes,
thun they heard of the dreadful ravages committed



WEST INDIES. 15

by the yellow-fever; no less than fifty-eight offi-
cers of infantry, and an equal proportion of sol-!
diers, having been carried off by it within a short
period. k

The land-forces employed consisted of a detach-: -
ment of white, and another of black dragoons, the
third battalion of grenadiers, the third light in-
fantry, the sixth, ninth, fifteenth, thirty-ninth,
forty-third, fifty-sixth, fifty-eighth, sixty-fourth,
sixty-fifth, and seventieth regiments, with detach-
ments from the second, twenty-first, and sixtieth:
they were all divided into three brigades,—the
first under Lieutenant-general Prescott; the se-
cond under Major-general Thomas Dundas; the
third to be under Major-general his Royal Highness -
Prince Edward, who was hourly %expected to ar-
rive from Canada. The whole of the forces em-
ployed amounted to six thousand and eighty-five,
besides nine hundred and seventy-seven left sick
at Barbadoes, very few of whom ever rejoined
their corps.

On the 3d of February the expedition made St.
Lucia, and on’the 4th and 5th approached the
island of Martinique: at four »."\. on the latter
day, partial landings were effected on various parts
of the island, with more or less succéss; but on
the 9th our troops, having gained possession of
Mount Maturin, which overlooks the strong for- -
tress of Pigeon island, a battery was opened within
four hundred yards of it, and in two hours that
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 island, ‘which commands the whole anchorage in
the bay, surrendered at discretion.

‘On the following day the fleet moved up into
'Fort Royal-bay, xts three chief defences being in
our hands, viz. Point Solomon, Pigeon island, and
Casnavire, from which place Sir Charles Gordon
and Colonel Myers came along shore, and in the
way towards Fort Royal took five batteries, occu-
pying the posts of Gentilly la Coste and L’Ar-
chet, within one league of Bourbon.

* Commodore Thompson with his division, having
on board Major General Dundas and a body of
troops, had anchored on the 5th in Gallion-bay on
~ the north-east point of the island. Captain Faulk-
_ nor in the Zebra placed his ship close to the bat-
tery on Point a ‘Chaux, and drove out the enemy;
. the Beaulieu and Woolwich followed, and the
~ troops landed without opposition in the bay of
Gallions.  Early the next morning the Major-
general began his march, in the course of which
be was a little annoyed by musketry from the
cane fields, but these our troops quickly dislodged
with the bayonet. Fort Bruno, situated north
of Fort Bourbon, was taken, and Fort Matilda
soon shared the same fate. An attempt was made
to assassinate Major-general Dundas, but the man
was secured and sent a prisoner to the fleet. '

. On the 11th of February, our troops were at-
tacked at this place by a body of eight hundred
men, who having crept up under cover of the
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sugar-canes and underwood, bégan a heavy firé:
they were instantly put to the rout with great
slaughter. We lost Captain M‘Ewen, and seven
men killed and nineteen wounded. There was
much skirmishing during the day, and some smart
fighting, in which Colonel Campbell was killed. |

" On the 16th, the grenadiers of the thirty-fifth
and fifty-fifth regiments, with flints out, advanced
to attack the battery on'Morne Bellevue; the flank
companies of the pinth and sixty-fifth were ready
to support them, but the enemy fled, and our
troops took possession without opposition.

On the 17th, a division of the army advanced
upon the town of St. Pierre, while a squadron
consisting of the Asia and Veteran of sixty-four
guns, Santa Margaretta and Blonde frigates, with
the Rattlesnake, Zebra, and Nautilus, sloop‘s, and
. Vesuvius, bomb, entered the bay. The town ca-
pitulated immediately; the enemy ran, leaving
three guns loaded and their cdlours flying. So
exact was the discipline of our army that not a
man was suffered to quit his rank ; and the women
and children sat at their doors te see our troops
enter the place. A drummer was taken in the act
of plundering, and was instantly hung up at the
door of the Jesuits college. A schooner escaped
out of the bay before day-light the next morping, -
and, it was said, had some money, and people of
distinction, on board : she passed close to one of
our frigates, and was not either hailed or boarded.
We seldom want valour in presence of an enemy,
but are frequently deficient in vigilance.

VoL. II. c



18 WEST INDIES.

St. Pierre is the most considerable town of Mar-
tinique: itlies on the south-west side of theisland,
and has a good anchorage in its bay, on each side
of which, forts defend it from any attack by sea.
Fort Royal is usually the seat of government,
being situatéd at the head of the bay of that name,
and adjoining to the carenage, where the shipping
always resort, particularly during the hurricane
season; but this town being in the neighbourhood
of the low and marshy country about Trois Islets,
is generally unhealthy, and fatal to strangers, pro-
ducing dysentery and fever.

St. Pierre, from the neatness and cleanliness of
the town, combined with the beauty of situation
and romantic scenery, is unequalled among the
windward islands. Lofty mountains overhang the
bay, whose sides and summits are covered with

“woods of variegated foliage : plantations of sugar,
coffee, and cotton, in the highest state of cultiva-
tion, occupy the meadow-land, and encroach, ac-
‘cording to the nature of the-plants, almost to the
summits of the hills. Gardens containing every
fruit and flower known to the’ tropical climate,
and many exotics, contribute to the enjoyment of
- these happy regions, ““whose only enemy is man.”
The devastation of the hurricane is soon forgotten,
but ambition, cruelty, and avarice, follow the foot-
steps’ of the human race, and spread desolation,
like the tainted breeze from the Upas.
- The streets of the town of St. Pierre are all
‘watered by.a clear stream running through their
«cen‘;re This water descends from the mountains
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in copious abundance, and at once cools, refreshes, -
and cleanses, the town: ships may be supplied in"
a very short time with any quantity: they should
lie close in shore, and begin their work before day-
break, by which means they might allow the meni
to sleep or take their meals between eleven and
two in the afternoon, an interval of time, being
the hottest part of the day, in which they ought
not to be employed. Before they are sent to
~work in the morning, it is indispensably necessary
that they take half a pint of warm coffee or cocoa,
and a small piece of biscuit; and if these could not
be got, a wine-glass of spirits would be preferable
to allowing them to encounter the morning air
with an empty stomach. : o
From this digression we return to the Admiral
who lay with his fleet in the bay of Fort Royal.:
The town is defended by the fort of Bourbon,
which stands on the hill above it, and by Fort
Louis, which occupies a tongue of land extending-
into the bay, and forming the carenage or harbour.».
Sir John Jervis, while the troops drew nearer to
the fort of Bourbon, sent his gun-boats and small .
craft in shore, and kept up a constant fire during
the night upon Fort Louis: in the morning the
boats returned on board of their ships. A detach-
ment of frigates and sloops got up to Cul de Sac
Cohée, and opened a communication with the
army. General Bellegarde moved his whole force
upon our position at Cohée, but.Sir Charles Grey
perceiving his- deségn, attacked him with' great
c2

7
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fury, and compelled him to retreat. Colonel Buck-
ridge with the grenadiers and light infantry stormed
the heights of Serrurier, upon which Bellegarde
retired, but was met by our grenadiers, who turned
his own guns upon him, and forced him to retreat
under the walls of Bourbon.

Rochambeau, the governor, now perceiving that
he had little chance of saving the island, sent out
a flag  of truce with proposals to capitulate, on
conditions that in the event of Louis the Seven-
teenth coming to the throne, it should be restored
to him : to this message the General replied, that
he eame to take the island for the King of Eng-
land, dand that he intended to take all the other
French islands in the same manner.

The fort of Bourbon now became completely
invested. .Captain Eliab Harvey, of the Santa
Margaretta, landed at Cohée with three hundred
seamen: he had also uunder his orders Captain

“Kelly, with Lieutenants Woolley, Harrison, Car-
- hew; and - Schomberg; they carried with them
three -twenty-four-pounders, which on the third
day they mounted on the heights of Serrurier.
A few days after, this party was reinforced by an-
other body of seamen from the Veteran, under the
command of Captain Lord Garlies, with Lieute-
nants Watson and Dixon, and Lieutenant Tremi-
nere of the marines, with a party of men from that
corps. . - ‘
. General Bellegarde, who in retreating from Sir
-Charles Grey had taken refuge{ under the walls of
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Bourbon,being refused admittance mto thé fortress
by Rochambeau, capitulated, and was allowed to
go to America. ' .
In March, his Royal chrhness Prmce Edward
arrived, and took the command of the third divi-
sion, which had been held for him" by Major-ge-
neral Gordon. ' S
} About the same time the Commander-in-chief
sent Lord Sinclair with a party of the Prince of
- Wales’s dragoons in pursuit of about one hundred
and fifty marauders: they fell upon ‘them in the
very act of burning a village, killed thirty-six,
took four of them prisoners, whom they immedi-
ately hung up, and returned to the camp. ,
On the 7th, Rochambeau having been again in-
effectually' summoned to surrender, the bombard-
ment of Bourbon was renewed, and contlnued all
the following day. ' ‘
The enemy made a sortie on the 9th, and was
driven back, but Captain Faulknor of the Zebra,
with his seamen, pursued them too far, and sus-
tained some loss. This gallant young officer, in
the heat of passion, and from a very mistaken no-
tion of naval discipline, rashly put to death an Eng-
lish seaman for some trifling act of disobedience,
which a court-martial would probably have passed
over with an admonition. .
+ The Vice-admiral gave orders for his trial, when
it appearing that he had acted from provoca-
tion, and not premeditated design, he was ac-
quitted ;: his feelings were, however, too honour-
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able to forgive himself; and to the hour of his
death he was rendered miserable by this unfortu-
nate act of mistaken zeal, and ignorance of the laws
of his'country.

Our batteries were now advanced to within five
hundred yards of the fort of Bourbon, and to within
two hundred yards of the redoubt Bouillé; two
‘batteries were also-erected on the south-east side
of the carenage, within two hundred yards of Fort
Louis; one of them was commanded by the in-
trepid Riou, whom we have before mentioned in
the-account of the Guardian.

There was a French frigate lying in the care-
nage, supposed to have English prisoners on board.
‘Lieutenant Richard Bowen, of the Boyne, offered
to board her, and release his countrymen: at noon-
day he boldly pushed into the harbour with his
boats, and -in spite of the batteries, and the fire
from’ the frigate, he dashed alongside of her and
took possession, making the captain, officers, and
the greater part of thecrew, prisoners, and brought
‘them all away, but there were no Englishmen on
board. The fort in the mean while continued to
pour in volleys of grape and musketry on the decks
of the ship, which the British sailors returned with
thé guns of the frigate: they would have brought

-her-out, but her sails were unbent; and to have
" taken her:.in tow would have been too slow and
laborious an operation under such a fire. 1In defi-
ance of the shot from the.fort, a British seaman
wentup to her mizen peak to bring away her en-
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sigi, which was made fast aloft, but he could not
succeed. Mr. Bowen generously permitted the
French prisoners to lie down in the bottom of his
boats while their countrymen were firing at them
from every quarter. Fe had three men killed and
four or five wounded. ‘ 4
The commanders-in-chief thought with such
men they might hope for success in storming Fort
Louis, the walls’ of which are not high; they
therefore ordered a vigorous bombardment on thé
lower part of it, which lies most exposed to the
bay : scaling ladders were provided, and the Asia, .
Captain Brown, and the Zebra, Captain Faulknor,
were ordered in 1o batter the fort previous to thé
meditated assault. As soon as the Asia was within
reach of grape, she put her helm up and came out,
the Vice-admiral supposing that Captain Brown
was killed, or that some very serious accident had
happened, sent Captain Grey to ascertain the cause
of this extraordinary proceeding. Captain Grey
returned, and informed the Admiral that not a man
was hurt on board the Asia, and she again stood
in, and again came out. This unusual act of a
British ship of war was attributed to the pilot, and
being admitted was no palliation, since the ship
had actually got within reach of grape, whence her
lower-deck guns must quickly have driven the
enemy from the fort. It was the duty of the Captain
to have anchored, and to have remained there till
the service was completed, or until recalled by his
superior officer, \)NhO was present. Faulknor per-
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ceiving that:hé had no chanee of assistance from a
ship so iconducted, . and being all this time exposed
in his little:sloop to the enemy’s shot, which fell
thickupon him, reserved his broadside until he
¢ame close to the walls, when he opened his fire at
the part he.intended to storm, ran his ship aground

- as.near to-it as he could get, then leaping into the

boats, landed, scaled the ramparts, and carried the

fort: without farther resistance. The republican
flag-was- instantly replaced by the British union,
amidst the cheers and acclamations of the fleet and
army; and the astonishment of the enemy, whosd
retreat from Fort Louis to Bourbon was interrupted
by.a: body of infantry, and some field-pieces under

Captain de Rouvignée keeping up a well-directed

firé over. the bridge which they wished to pass. The

whole .combination-was so well planned, and so
perfectly ‘executed, that it is difficult to say (after

Faulknor) whodeserved the greatest praise.

- The gallant .Rochambeau now plainly saw that

no-effort of his could save the island ; he therefore

sent! outiterms of capitulation, which were ac+
cepted;: and on the 25th of March, after seven
weeky isiege, the garrison marched out with the
honours “of war. Thus fell this important set-
tlement sthe -second time into our hands by the
unitéd:'exertions- of the army and navy:* Fort
Bourbon received the name of Fort George, and
Fort: Louisthat.of Fort Edward.

4
[

YR . It was taken in 1763.
‘ 4
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As soen as the terms of the capitulation were
agreed on, and. the necessary arrangement could
be completed, General Prescott was left governor,.
and Commodore Thompson, with a squadron,
ardered to co-operate with him in the defence of
the island. The two Commanders-in-chief, taking
with them all the forces that could be spared, set
sail for St. Lucia. ‘ N
+ /The land-forces consisted of the brigade of gre-
padiers under his Royal Highness Prince Edward, -
another of infantry under Major-general Thomas
Dundas, and the sixth, ninth, and forty-third re-
giments under Sir Charles Gordon, the engineers
under Colonel Durnford, and a detachment of light
ordnance under. Colonel Paterson. * The island
surrendered without much opposition; and the
chiefs, having provided for its protection as well
as their means would admit, proceeded next ta
Guadaloupe, where they made good their landing
on the 11th of April in Gozier-bay. .In this ope-
ration the troops were covered by the fire of the
Winchelsea frigate, commanded by Captain: Lord
Viscount Garlies, who placed this ship, says Sir
John Jervis, ¢ in the good old way, within pistol-
. shot;” and so well were her guns directed that.the
enemy fled, and our men took possession of their
battery. Lord Garlies was slightly wounded. .

The republicans having rallied and assembled in
great force at Fort Fleur d’Epée, they were at-
tacked the following morning before day-break,
and the place cz)u‘ried by storm. The name of
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Fleur, ’Epée was changed to that of Fort Prince
of Wales. All was done here by the bayonet, a
favourite method of Sir Charles Grey’s; but we
shall seeit in the course of the war, in less skilful
hands, lead to irreparable misfortune and disgrace.
Most of the garrison of Fleur d’Epée were put to
the sword, and. Grand Terre was taken with very
little loss. .

-+ The small islands called the Saints, lying about
eight miles south-east of the southernmost point
- of Guadaloupe, and having a very good and secure
anchorage, were taken by the Ceres of thirty-two
guns, commanded by Captain Incledon.

~The island of Guadaloupe is divided into two
districts, called Grand Terre and Petitte Terre.
They are separated by-a small stream called the
Riviere Salée. ;

.. ‘Grand Terre being entirely subdued, the enemy
crossed the brook, and took up their position on
Petitte Terre.. The persevering chiefs pursued
them : two divisions of the army, under the com-
mand of his- Royal Highness Prince Edward, and
Lieutenant-colonel. Symes, were embarked in
transports, and ordered to anchor under Isle Haut
de Frégate, which is situated in the deep bay
formed by Grand Terre and Basse Terre; and
during -the. night and the following morning the
troops were landed. at Petitte Bourg. On the
same .day the Irresistible, seventy-four, com-
manded by Captain Henry, with the Veteran, As-
surance, Santa Margaretta, and{ some transports



WEST INDIES, . o7

and gun-boats, were detached : they had en board:
a body of troops under the orders of Major-ge+
neral Thomas. Dundas, and proceeded to the road
of Bailiff, near the town of Basse Terre. The hext
day they were followed by the Vice-admiral in thé
Boyne, accompanied by some sloops of war and
victuallers. Sir John Jervis now directed: Lord
Garlies, in the Winchelsea, to take.all the sloops
of war, transports, and gun-boats, under his orders,
and proceed with them to Trois Rivieres; while
the Admiral himself went in the Boyne; and. joihed
the Irresistible in the road of Bailiff.. Here he
received very satisfactory reports from -Captain
Henry of the landing of General Dundas’s. divi-
sion, Perceiving at the same time some moves
ments on the part of the enemy, indicative of an
intention to escape in the merchant vessels during
-the night, he sent Captain Grey with a strong de-
tachment of marines to disable the guns.on the
batteries, and the boats of the squadron to inter-
cept any vessel attempting to depart. Some in-
cendiaries who had plundered the town set it on .
fire, and made their escape in a schooner. Most
of the other vessels were secured, and among them
a republican corvette called the Guadeloupe: With
this event the entire subjection of the island was
completed, and - the little islands of Mariegalante
and Desirade were included in the capitulation ;
so that the French, in the short space of three
months, were deprived of every settlement they
had in the Caribee islands by a squadron of five
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sail of the'line, with a few frigates, and about six
thousand five hundred troops. The conquest of
‘these colonies was a positive loss to France, with+
‘out being clearly a proportionate gain to England.
Their: produce was placed under severe duties;
their: civil and ‘military establishments were bur-
dehsome to- Great Britain: a vast army was re-
quisite for their defence, and -strong squadrons
were Tequired to be kept in a constant state of ef-
. ficieney,. with very little prospect of remuneration
from any captures after the British flag was dis-
played on their fortresses ; consequently the naval
service in'that part of the world became extremely
irksome, and the seamen much disheartened for
want of that stimulus to activity generally accom-
pé.nying a staté of warfare. The yellow-fever con-
tinued its ravages, and thousands of our gallant
countrymen who had escaped in battle fell victims
~ to thefatal .climate.

-No sooner was the island of Guadaloupe in our
power;:and ¢completely subdued, than it was lost
with:a rapidity almost as sudden as its conquest.
-+ On-the5th of June, Sir John Jervis, lying at St.
Chilistopher’s, received information that a French
squadron:had appeared off Point a Petre on the
8d with' a.body of troops, that they had landed,
andi were proceeding to attack Fort Fleur d Epée,
. the principal post on Grand Terre. The ships which
thé Admiral had with him were, the Boyne, Ven-
geance, Winchelsea, and Nautilus; with these he
made allisail for Basse Terre, wl(xere he arrived at

\
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tworp. 3. jon the same day.. General Grey with
his staff was immediately landed. Captain Bayn:
ton .of the Nautilus was sent up-to Martiniqué;
and to the other islands, for reinforcements.. The
squadron uwnder Commmodore Thompson joined the
Admiral in Basse Terre roads, with the Vanguard
and Vengeance.: The Veteran was stationed be- °
tween Mariegalante and Desirade, to intercept the
enemy’s cruisers on his approach to Point a Petre. -
The Admiral had the mortification to perceive a-
French squadron within the carenage:. it .con-

sisted of two large frigates, armed en flute, two

other ships, and 4 corvette. They were in: pos-

session of Grand Terre, and Fort Fleur. d’Epée.

The Veteran was instantly detached to bring the

flank companies from St. Lucia and St. Vincent: the
Winchelsea arrived on the same day with the flank
companies of the twenty-first regiment from iAnti-

gua; and by the llth,‘» troops poured in from all the

other islands. The legislatures of Antigua and St.
Christopher’s, under the direction of Mr. President

Byam and Governor Stanley, immediately raised

corps of volunteers, and at their own expense sent

them to Guadaloupe. At this critical state of affairs

Major-General Dundas died of the yellow-fever. - .

{ It now appeared that the-French. had .landed

fifteen hundred men at. Gozier-bay, and, had at:

tacked and carried Fleur d’Epée with the great-
est 'courage, although defended and bravely. dis-

puted by the small force under the command of
Lieutenant,coloqel Drummond. That officer gave

b
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the most deplorable account of the French loyal-
1sts, who forsook their colours and behaved in a
disgraceful manner. Sir Charles Grey in the mean
time made the most vigorous efforts to recover
the island.

Having collected all the forces which could be
got together, he made a successful attack on Grand
Terre : ‘a strong force was landed at Gozier-bay,
under cover of the guns of the Winchelsea and
Solebay frigates. Some important passes were
retaken . by the gallantry of Lieutenant-colonel
Fisher with six companies of grenadiers and light
infantry. The enemy still held very strong ground,
a chain of very high and woody hills, between our
posts and Morne Mascot. They were-again at-
tacked by a body of troops under the command. of
Brigadier-general Symes, and a detachment of
scamen under Captain Lewis Robertson of the
Veteran. The most determined conflicts now took
place between the French and English, the former
headed by the ferocious and brutal republican Vie-
tor Hagues, who, in the small sphere to which
he was confined, displayed resources, cunning,
cruelty, -and . insolence, never surpassed in any
civilized or barbarous warfare. The French having
brought to- their assistance mulattoes and slaves,
whom they had trained and clothed, met our troops
at the point of the bayonet. The British were
on. these occasions' often victorious; but it was
found impossible to retake Fleur d’Epée. The
rainy: season -commenced, and s(ickness, its con-
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stant attendant, thinned the ranks of the British-
army, so as to threaten its annihilation. One
more effort was made to ‘regain Point a Petre:
this, owing to the cowardice or the ignorance of °
the guides, failed, with an immense loss on. our’
side; Captain Robertson of the Veteran was killed,
Brigadier-general Symes and Lieutenant-colonel
Gomm were wounded : the Brigadier-general died-
of his wounds. Theselosses were deeply deplored.
The shattered forces now retreated across the river
Salée to Basse Terre, and took up a strong posi-
tion opposite to Point a Petre; while the British-
squadron occupied the anchorage of the Cul de.
Sac between the contending armies; the French
having entire possession of Grand Terre with Fleur .
d’Epée and Fort Louis, the English on Basse Terre-
with a very enfeebled and still decreasing force.
With all these disadvantages, the British troops
under the command of General Prescott held: out”
till the 9th of December, when they were com- '
pelled by fatigue, famine, and disease, to capitu-
late, and France again possessed the island of
Guadaloupe. o
In the month of November, 1794, Vice-admiral
Caldwell and General Sir Jobn Vaughan, having
arrived with a considerable reinforcement to relieve -
Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey, these offi«-
cers returned to England in the Boyne, and ar-
rived in Plymouth-sound on the 5th of January,
1795. ' '

+
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CHAP. II.

Expedition to Quiberon-bay—The expectations of British govern-
‘ment disappointed—Conduct of emigrants, and ingratitude—Dec-
scription of Quiberon-bay—Profusion of arms, stores, and money,
sent by England-— Capture of Fort Pentheivre, and defeat of royalists
--Capitain Ogilvy of the Lark attempts to cover their retreat—
Death of Sombreul—Many escape—Their treachery detected—Duw
Puissaye—Sir John Warren summons Belleisle, and attacks Noir-
mourtier—Retreats—Lands at Isle D’Yeu—Joined by princes of
Bouwrbon and British troops too late—British flect withdraws-—
Death of Charette and Stofllet—Pacification of La Vendee—Mis-
cellaneous—Lass of the Dutton East-Indiaman—Gallant conduct
of Sir Edward Pellew—Capture of Sir Sydney Smith—Admiral
Christian sails for the West Indies—Lord Bridport's new appoint-
ment—Jason Dutcls frigate taken into Greenock— Reflections on
this act—Various indulgences granted to the navy—Poor naval
knights,

Tue princes of the house of Bourbon and the Bri-
tish ministers, in the spring of 1795, notwithstand-
ing the misfortunes which had happened to the
royalists in La Vendee, began to entertain hopes
that an impression might be made in the western
part of France, by an armament composed of emi-
grants, and assisted by British ships of war. It
had been represented, we fear, with too little re-
) gard to truth, that the Chouans of the Morbihan,
and the country in the neighbourhood of Quiberon-
“bay, required but small excitement to induce them
to rise in arms against the existing government,
amd that a simultaneous movement would take
- place in La Vendee, where Charette and his ill-
fated partisans had once more reared the royal
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standard. Glad of an opportunity to employ a
large foreign® force recently taken into our service,
the ministers listened to the propositions with
eagerness and attention. ' An: expedition was im-
mediately planned the naval part was placed under,
the command *of Sir John B. Warren, that of theﬁ
land-forces was confided to the Count du Puissaye,
an emigrant nobleman, Who, whatever mlght have
been his other good qualities, certainly was no
soldier. He had to assist him the Counts D’Her-
villy and De Sombreul. No expense was spared;
artillery, small-arms, ammunition, and prov1sxons,
were furnished in abundance; transports to con-
vey them, and a squadron of shxps of war ordered
to attend their landing.

They reached Quiberon-bay ont the 25th of J une;
and were joined by a few hundreds from the broken
and dispersed army of Condée, and the' royalists’
collected at Coblentz, who had found their way to-
the Elbe, and embarked on board the British fri--
gates, Venus,t Captain Halsted ; Leda, Captam-
Woodley ; and Lark, sloop, Captain Ogilvy.. These;
ships proceeding to Spithead, were joined by some.
transports, and the whole reached Quiber‘onib&y-3
on the 16th of July, after the landing of the great :
body was effected, and unfortunately only ir time:s
to partake of the general calamity that awaited '
them. The forces collected to fight for the Bour-#
bons amounted to between eight and ten thousand

3
* A comps of cmlgrants et

+ The Author was third lieutenant of the Venus on this occaslon

VOL. IL ? D
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men; and it was calculated that an equal number
would receive them on thejr arrival, and only re-
quire arms and clothmtr to take the field. Fatal
illusion! that never had the semblance of reality
from the moment-an anchor was let go in Quibe-
ron-bay. If there had ever been any real spirit of
loyalty or affection to their kings in Bretagny,
this was the time when it would have manifested
itself; when every obstacle, as far as depended on
the English government, was removed by an abun-
‘dant supply of all the articles they had required,
and by the presence of a strong bedy of their
countrymen in arms : but unfortunately for them,
and. for Europe, it proved in the sequel, that all
which the English had effected for their relief, had
only contributed to increase and establish the very
power it was intended to destroy. The men to
whom the wisdom of the council had refused pass-
ports from Jersey in 1793, were perhaps the great-
est enemies to the cause; and their detention,
Wthh exmted the indignation of Mons. de Tinte-
nia¢, was founded m_sohcltude for the safety of
himself and his friends. That ministers yielded to
the persevering solicitations of the leaders of the
royalists in 1795 is not surprising; the King of
England had the same desire to restore Louis the
Eighteenth to his throne, as the ancestor of this
monarch had shewn in the cause of James the Se-
~cond : the means employed were alike ineffectual,
bé,calise public opinion was against both those un-
fortunate princes; and the ttmost that could be

{
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done in 1795, procured for the humane and mag-
nammous George the Third, the odium of wishing
to sacrifice the royalists in Bretaﬂny, whom the
laws would not permit him to murder in England.
- Such were the remarks made by those men in the’
hearing of the Author, when every thing had been
done by our government and its forces’; and after
all had been’lost by their own cowardice and dis-
affection. “C'est la derniere resource de Mon-
sieur Pitt pour se defaire de nous:” and Mons.
Bail says,* speaking of the massacre on the beach,
‘ Cetoient toujours des Francais qu’ 1mport01t aux
Anglais.”

The bay of Quiberon is one of the finest on the
coast of France, os perhaps in the world, for land-
ing an army. It is a capacious and secure anchor-
age of five or six miles in extent, where ships of
war may ride i perfect safety out of the reach of
shot or shell: it is protected from the wéstern and"
south-west gales by the peninsula of Quiberon, the
islands of Houat and Hedie, and the Cardinal'rocks,
the whole of which extend in a south-east direction’
towards the mouth of the Loire, and the little river
Vilaine: a hard sandy beach, seldom disturbed by
a surf, borders the whole bay; and the islands of
Hedie and Houat, which are always at the mercy
of invaders, afford an abundant supply of fresh
water, cattle, and vegetables.

D’Hervilly landed at Carnac, and with five thou-
sand men attempted to surprise the republican

* Hist. des Revolutions de 1a France,

’ D2
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works-at St. Barbe, but was defeated ; he then
retreated ‘along the edge of the bay to the.fort of
Pentheivre, of which he gained possession; and
thus the Chouaps had the entire command of the
‘peninsula of Quiberon, on the northern extremity
of which this fort is situated, occupying one end
of the isthmus or narrow neck of sand gbout a
.. quarter of a mile in width, and connecting it with
" the main land: The fort stands on a hill, which
in the opinion of the best informed officers might
have been made to endure a siege of considerable
] length, but its fortifications were neglected by the
-royalist general, and, except by the English, no
steps were taken for its defence. It was'capable
of containing from fifteen hundred to two thousand
men. Our seamen and marines, with the assist-
ance of some of the Chouans, repaired the works
as well as circumstances would admit; and seven
thirty-two-pounders from the lower-deck of the
Robust were landed, and placed in battety, to
cover the isthmus and check the approach of the
enemy. . A
- The Chouans, without control or restraint of
discipline, were lying under edges and in ditches
loaded with the bounty of the English govern-
.ment : every man had a musket marked ¢ Zower,”
~ with a bayonet, on which was spitted two or three
pieces of salt beef and pork. Casks of rum from
the transports had. been landed on the beach, and
left to the mercy of those who chose to take it.
Sixteen pieces of brass ordnance were deposited,

[{



CHANNEL. ‘ - 37

‘with intrenching tools, ammunition, clothing, arms,
and accoutrements ; the whole of which was seized
by the republicans, who had very accurate intel-
ligence of all our smovements. English guineas
were found in great plenty among these people;
and 1,500,000/. it is said, would scarcely defray
the'cost of this unfortunate expedition. o
The republican army under General Hoche, -
consisting of ten thousand géod troops, occupied
the ground north of the isthmus, and within shell-
rahge of the fort. The royalists were ill-disciplined,
and badly officered ; and the soldiers, being most
of them republicans in their hearts, could scarcely
be trusted. The officers, as in La Vendee, were
always planted sentinels on any important post; -
when they began to throw up intrenchments in
front-of Pentheivre, the workmen deserted, tak--
. ing their intrenching tools along with them to
the republican camp. With desertion came de-,
spondency, the certain presage of the ruin of the
royal cause in Bretagny. a v
Captain Woodley of the Leda, whose acute :
judgment led him to ‘make observations (whlch
bad they been attended to might have-at least re-
tarded if not prevented the fatal catastrophe), fore: -
told the probable consequence of the base trea-.
chery of the soldiers, and the supine indifference
of the leader. The first dark and rainy night, he
said, the fort would be attacked and carried ; the
event within twenty-four hours exactly followed the
prediction. The night of the 20th of July, and the
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morning of the 21st, were precisely such as was
contemplated ; in the tmidst of heavy rain, thun-
der, and lightning, the fort was taken. The ret
publicans at first met with some resistance; a
firing commenced, and the shipping in the bay
were on the alert, while Du Puissaye slept in the
cabin of the Pomone.

The dawning light displayed the forlorn and
wretched state of the royalists; the tri-coloured
flag had displaced the white on the ramparts of
Pentheivre. The republicans had advanced to-
wards the ‘'south-east point of the peninsula, and
with some field-pieces were driving before them
the ' scattered royalists, who threw away their
arms, stripped off their clothes, and plunged from
‘the rocks into the sea, swimming to the boats
which were sent to receive them. Captain Ogilvy
in the Lark ran as close in as the depth of water
would admit, and endeavoured by his guns to turn
the republicans, whofrom the rising ground poured
in upon them volleys of grape and musketry. The
fire of the Lark was unavailing, and Captain Ogilvy
desisted, lest he should destroy friends as well as
foes; hundreds of the royalists fell, and their dead
bodies covered the beach, but the greater part
_surrendered upon a promise of pardon; many offi-
cers were taken prisoners, and shot on the followt
- ing 'day at Quimper: among others the unfortu-
nate and lamented Count de Sombreul, who also
foretold that the cause was lost from treachery and
want of exertion, but persisted in exposing him-
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self, and was taken fighting at the head of his re-
giment. I‘or many days after this event the beach
remained covered with dead bodies, arms, cloth-
ing, and accoutrements. Meanwhile the boats of
the British squadron brought off as many of thé
Chouans as could be rescued from the slaughter;
and such of them as were placed on board, the
transports plotted to cut the ships adrift, and run
them on shore on the Morbihan; and though pre
vented, the fact shews the little confidence we
could repose’in them. Under these discouraging
circumstances the British government did not
abandon all hopes of success in La Vendee, with
which this affair had very little connexion, Every .
exertion was made by the British officers to save
the unhappy emigrants, who were recelved on
board the ships with most unbounded kmdness
and hospitality. ' .

Count de Sombreul, after lus capture, Wrote a
letter* to Sir John Warren, in which he bltterly
inveighed against his Commander-in-chief, Mon-
sieur du Puissaye, for having first ordered him to -
oceupy a position, and then seeking his own safety
on board a ship of war. .,

Schomberg states that we lost six sail of trans'-
ports and forty thousand stand of arms on this ex-
pedition ; but we are inclined to think he was
misinformed : no transports that we know of were
lost at that time in Quiberon-bay, nor do we be-
‘lieve that half the number of arms were landed.

. * Given at Iength iy Schomberg. _ .

h]
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«: 8ir, John Warren, having left a sufficient number
of troops to pi'otect the islands of Hedie and Houat,
and a-squadron of frigates to keep the command
of the anchorage, and to cover the retreat of the
_garrison in case of necessity, sent Captain Ellison
in the Standard of sixty-four guns to summon the
island of Belleisle, which lies about four leagues
to'the westward, and which had more ‘than once
- been an object of contention between France and
England. - The Governor returned a laconic re-
fusal to the summons, and it was not deemed ad-
visable to undertake the conquest, particularly
as it offered. no safe anchorage for ships of war.
The Commodore next proceeded to the attack of
the island of Noirmoutier, at the mouth of the
Loire; but the republicans, who -had dispossessed
Charette of this hold, and knew its value, were too
“wvell prepared for its defence. Sir John, after de-
stroying a few small craft, returned to Isle d'Yeu,
where he landed his men, and remained ready to
give assistance to the royalists on either side of the
Loire, as circumstances might require.
« * At'this place he was joined by the Jasen frigate,
commanded by Captain Stirling, who brought
down the Count d’Artois, the Duc de Bourbon, and
some other French noblemen ; they were accom-
panied by a number of transports containing four
thousand’ British troops and a large quantity of
warlike 'stores, under the command of Major-ge-
neral Doyle. Had this force been sent to Penthei-
'vre, the-évent which we have just related would

[
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have had a very different termination. 'No oppor-
tunity was now. afforded to them of landing on the
continent. The dispersion of the Vendeans, and
desperate state of the royal cause, induced. the
British government towards the month of Octo-
ber to-withdraw all the forces, and evacuate the
islind. The army had been attended by the
Channel fleet during the summer, but as the winter
approached the Admiral took a better offing.

- In this rebellion it was computed by General
Hoche that France lost. nearly six hundred thou-
sand people. i

The fate 'of Charette,.and the cause of the Ven—
deans after the murder of Marigny and the death
of Henri de la"Roche Jaquelein, could not be long
delayed. The General, who seems, with all his
zeal for the cause of the Bourbons, to have. pos;
sessed more selfishness and less prudence than
any of his colleagues, was hunted down like a wild
beast ; and in December, 1795, fell into: the hands
of his pursuers, as did Stofflet in the course of the
month of February following; and both .were
guillotined at Nantes within a few weeks after their
capture. The death of these chiefs for a time
broke up the combination, and La Vendee once
more reposed in peace and desolation.

Captain Nicholas Tomlinson, in the Suffisante, -
a brig sloop of war, greatly distinguished himself
in the Channel, where he captured many priva-
teers of nearly equal force, and recaptured their
prizes: on one occasion he took the Morgan, a

]
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.br'ig of sixteen guns, and recaptured six sail of
English vessels, which she had taken between
Scilly and the Lind’s End, all valuably laden..

In- March, 1796, Vice-admiral Vandeput took
the command on the Lisbon station,

In-May, Rear-admiral Pringle sailed to take the
command at the Cape of Good Hope, and Rear-
admiral Henry Harvey to take the command on
‘the Leeward-Island station. '

In July, Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker sailed
to take the chief command at Jamaica, and Rear-
admiral R. R. Bligh as second.

-Before the Breakwater was constructed, Ply-
mouth-sound was a very dangerous anchorage,
and serious accidents frequently occurred from
ships encountering a gale of wind at south-west, ..
which throws a heavy sea into the bay.

‘The Dutton East-Indiaman, fitted as a transport,
one of the unfortunate fleet of Rear-admiral Chris.
tian, had been, forced back after sailing with that
officer in December, and in January put into Ply-
mouth-sound for safety: here-she was driven on
shore by the violence of the gale, upon the rocks,
under the citadel, and a heavy sea breaking over
her, threatened destruction to five hundred sol-
diers and seamen who were embarked on board :
- their lives however were preserved by the intre-
pidity of Sir Edward Pellew, who possessing an
~uncommon share of personal strength and activity,
contrived to reach the wreck, where his presence
soon restored order. He quickly established a
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commuiication with' the: shore by mears of 4
halset; and having assured the -people that he
would be’ the last man' to quit the ship, he sent
them all safe on shore, except three or four'who
were killed by theé falling of the masts, after which
he landed himself, amidst the cheers and congra-
tulations of his friends, and thousands of anxious
and admiring spectators. For this generous::dct
he was presented with the freedom of the town of
Plymouth, and soon after created a baronet. 't -

In the month of April, Captain’' Sir Sydney
Smith, while cruising off Havre in the Diamond,
went in his own boats to cut out some small ves-
sels in the mouth’ of the Seine. He suceeeded in -
boarding one of them ; but whether this gallant
officer, led by that spirit of enterprise for.which
he was so remarkable, landed and was taken pri»
sonier, or whether his boats drifted so far ‘up the
the river as to be unable to escape, has never been
distinctly stated to the public: we believe the
former account is correct; and are confirmed in our
suspicion from the veryclose and rigid confinement
of that officer, and which would not, under any
other ¢ircumstance, have been justifiable or ne-
cessary. ‘ T B

On the 20th of March, Rear-admiral Christian
sailed again for the West Indies.* Y

On the 7th of April, Lord Bridport was ap~
pointed general-port-admiral, with an additional

' o
' * Schomberg, vol. 2, p. 415. -
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allowancé of one'guinea a day for his table, and
‘ten bhrgemen -at five shillings a day each, with
‘their ‘provisions. This office never having been
smce‘ imposed on any officer, we may conclude
‘that its inutility was completely acknowledged.
Vicé-admiral Vandeput sailed this month to ftake
‘the'command on the Halifax station, and Rear-
'admiral Pole, with a squadron and convoy, to the
West Indies. '
. Inthe month of June, the Jason, 2 Dutch frigate
of ‘thirty-two guns and two hundred men, was
taken possession of by the crew, whe had confined
their captain ‘and officers, and carried the ship into
Greenock. She was received as a friend, and
-taken Into the king’s service: the crew were dis-
charged. It became a question whether, under
these circumstances, the DBritish government
oiight hot to have returned the ship to the Dutch
nation ; but this appears to have arisen from too
limited a view of the fact. In Holland two par-
ties divided the state; one had in a great measure
dispossessed. the other: the royalists, or orange
party, who were the weakest, were driven out,
and the crew of the frigate, if not the officers, were
of this-description ; consequently they had a right
to espouse the cause of their exiled prince, as being
‘the mo§t likely to conduce to their own safety or
happiness. In the case of the Hermione, which
happened in the following year, there was not the
slightest-analogy’; the crew of that ship, while
sailing under the:colours of a free and unanimous

(4
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mation, having :imurdered all, the officers, and de-
;serted with the ship.to an enemy, cbmmitt‘ed,@n
;act of piracy,, which it was the duty of every. civi-
lized pation to punish; the Spaniards most basely
dffording protection to them, participated in a
crime which it is h_oped will neyer be ‘repeated
.or should it unfortunately happen, it is devoutly
10; be hoped that every belligerent will feel itself
bound to give up the perpetrators to the Justlce of
.their country, .- : : :

In 1795, captains in his Majesty’s navy Wele
appointed governors of the naval hospitals of Ply-
anouth and Portsmouth, lieutenants to, these of
'minor, importance. This regulation was”hlghly
beneficial to the service, and was in some 1nstances
-extended to our foreign settlements. + : . ./,
"4 There were about the same .time many i mdul—
gerices granted to the navy, and received with the
‘more gratitude as they came perfectly unsolicited,
and with the entire approbation of the. country at
Jarge. , .,

The seamen and marines were permitted to allot
part of their pay to their wives and families ; boat-
swains, gunners, and carpenters, were included i in
this regulation : seamen and marines were also al-
lowed to send and receive their. letters free .of -
postage, to and from any part of Great Britain and
Ireland, with the payment of one penny only., , ,

All officers on an appointment from half-pay
were permitted to draw for three months’ pay:in
advance ; also to draw for their pay by bill on.the

A3
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treasurer -of the navy as it became due, quarterly
or half-yearly. \

+ Half-pay was remitted to officers, to widows,
and other claimants of the naval service, at the
places.of their respective residence.

There was also an increase of full and half pay,
in'consequence, it is believed, of a petition from
the lieutenants of the navy; and the addition was
so'liberal as to give universal satisfaction to that
meritorious class of officers, who may justly be
considered the flower of the service. For most if
not all of these concessions we are indebted to the
nght Honourable Henry Dundas, then treasurer
of the navy, afterward created Lord Melville, and
father of the present first lord of the admiralty.

Lieutenants were to have five shillings a day;
and - in flag-ships, or ships bearing commodores’
pendants, with captains under them, six-pence a
day additional, with six-pence a mile for travelling
charges, from the place of their fesidence on their
first appointment.

Fifty senior lieutenants on half-pay were allowed
six shillings a day, and to retire with the rank of
commanders : their widows at five pounds a year.

The next hundred five shillings a day, the next
three shillings and :sixpence, and all others three
shillings: the half-pay of the surgeons received a
proportionable augmentation. The shameful prac-
tice of deducting fifteen shillings from the pay of
the seamen to give to the surgeons for the cure ofa
prevailing complaint, was discontinued, and an ad-

€
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dition of five pounds a year for every hundred men.
added to their full pay. v o
Seven naval lieutenants were appointed, under
"the will of the late Samuel Travers, Esq., poor
naval knights of Windsor, with an allowance for
table-money and other expenses. They were:to
be single men of irreproachable characters.” The
selection of these officers is in the first instance
. from a list of twenty-one names, presented by the:
commissioners of the navy to the lords of ‘the
admiralty, who strike off seven of the least deserv-
ing, and present the other fourteen to his Majesty,.
~-who names seven of them to the appointments, - '
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~CHAP: IIL

Description of Corsica—Theodore—Thanks 40 Lord Hood koted iﬁy‘
parliament—His Lordship sails from Hiecres-bay, and procecds to
-Corsica-1L.08s of the Ardent of sixty-four guns—TFleet meets fvith
Jbad, weather, and. arrives in Myrtillo-bay—Troops land-+Fortitude
and Juno engage the tower—Description of it—It surrenders—
Imitated in England-—Forucille taken—French evacuate St. Fio-
.renzo-~British seamen mount gups on-the heights—Stormiog of thé
_battery of the convention—Preparations for the reduetion of Bastia
- aiNelsorr—Opinion of him—He is wounded—TFrench fleet sail from
Toulén=Bastia capitdlates—Sir Giibert Llliot appointell Vitevap
' pf Corsica, yivbi.chkis formally anuexed to the British t;rownzs(urj,
“¥ender ‘of Calvi—Capture of La Sybillé by the Romney—Bisposi-
",Aﬁ‘on of the ?eet,,qnd captare of the Berwick=-Engagemont: ‘with
the French “t14th of March—Capture of the Caira and Censeur—
“‘Explanation of the term—Line of bearing—Disastrous effects of
<, this action—Loss of the Illustrious—Lower-deck poris—Compara-~
tive force of ships—Capture of La Minerve by the Dido and Lowes-
THoff¢mVicesadmiral Hotham’s second rencontre with the French
., fléet—Capture of the, Alcidé-—Reflections on'the action--Nelson
"sent to coast of Genoa with a squadron—French send out squa-.
drons—Richery captures the Censeur and part of the convoy—Re-
- signation’of Lord Hood—Death and character—Appointment, off
"'Sir John Jervis to the chief command—Importance of the chargcr
V4iHe sailé'for his station in the Lively—Concluding observations.

. . . A i !
TrE conquest of the island of Corsica by the Briq
tish forces. in the war of the revolution, renders it
necessary.to offer a short account of its"political state
previous 4o the landing of the British troops upon it
for the first time in 1794.

The whole of our information on this subject is
extracted from the work of Mr. Boswell, the friend
and biographer of Dr. Johnson. He made the tour
of the island in 1768, and has favoured the world
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with the only history of it upon which we can safely
depend.

We shall not go back to its earliest records, con-
ceiving it sufficient for our purpose to state; that it
had long been subject to the Genoese, who had pur-
chased it from the Pope.

A prey to the tyranny of the republic of Genoa
and to. internal discord, the Corsicans were often
reduced to the greatest extremities. In the year
1735, Theodore Baron Newoff, a German_adventu-
rer, offered himself as their king, and was accepted.
He landed on the island in 1736, bringing with him
a very scanty supply of money and followers; he
assumed the functions of royalty, -was proolalmed
king, coined money, made laws, and defeated ‘the
Genoese. For a time Theodore carried ona system
of imposture which would have been discerned in
any country of Europe but Corsica. He affected to
look for the promised supplies as he gazed on. the
horizon through his telescope; but finding his people
began to cool in their affection towards him, he left
them, after a residence of eight months, and went to
England and Holland: from the latter country hé
obtamed some ordnance and other watlike stores,
and returned to Corsica where he landed them, but
would not trust his own person, having, as Mr. Bos-
well states, murdered the Supercargo to get tid of his
importunities. After this Theodore retired to Eng-
land where he ended his days in want and contempt
having made over his kingdom -in security to his -
creditors : he died in London, December 11, 1756, "

VOL. II. E ' '
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.vand 'wa$, buried: m.St. fAnnes‘church‘-yard West-
minster. S
rThe»'agedz rPaoli-held the feins of governtnent
x‘vvhllzeJ:ms.conntry was rendered a deseit by the sword
. Of thei French; and Genoese ; and in 1749 an offer
‘I was made by the.Corsicanstd.surrender their islahd
oto the English, who svere implored to take it undér
their protection. This was declined, and the eele-
- brated Paoli, son of the General} wasiin 1755 dlect-
i#d to the chief command. He did much'ta impréye
.his ferocious countrymen, whose treachery to eadh
1.6ther. rendered them an-easy ‘conquest toi tlieir ené-
< mies.'; France interfered, not to save,-but to drush
.them, by sendifg six regiments to assist the Geno-
ese;l-upon: which.'Rousseau makes. the following
ovemarks, . ..o , 1
v i &Iy must be cdnfessed that the French are a cruel,
; Rserv;l‘e. people, sold to tyranny, and cver exasperated
f.against thé unfortunate: if they heard of 2 man-en-
joying his liberty at the other end of the .worid, I
. believe theyiwould go there for the pleasure: of ex-
+tirpating him.” ., Such is the. character‘given of the
u,French by. & man' whose remains are. deposited in
i the Pantheon of Paris.
% 5 The, troops sent by France arrived in 1/ 64, under
. ¢the commiand “of the Count de Marboeuf, the re-
,puted father of Napoleon Bonaparte
s » Marboeuf appears to have held his command with
" _prudence and humanity, and continued in the fsland
the friend of ! Paoh ‘and the conservator of peace :. he,
howevng kept the, Genoese in possessxon of the im-
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-portant. towns -of 'Bastia, San" Fiorenzo,* Calvl, and
Ajaccio. - . et
1+ The French lived in'tetms’of hax‘mony with' the
lislanders, and obtained from them concessions which
iwera {avourable o the marine of our rival,} nainély,
.thdt of cutting wood for naval .construction; and
' Toulon received lower masts and y'ardsufro'm the
western shores of that island..

. ‘The iifluence of France over Corsica was so com-
,plet,m in- 1789; that it was.incorporated with- that.
kingdom, and declared to be: one of its départments.
The advantages of this union were not so apparent
to the: Corsicans or to Paoli-as to induce them'to ’

. submit to.it with patience; and they thought-the
_dnternal discord of France, and the surrender of Tou=
Jon to the English, offered a favourable occasion for
‘récovering their independence. . Paoli therefore, by
permission of the majority of his countrymen, sent
the invitation to Lord Hood which we have related
*in a former chapter. AU

On-the day that both houses of parhament unani-
-mously voted their thanks to Lord Howe and his
fleet for the battle of the 1st of June, Lord Grenville
moved in the house of lords a similar honour to Lord
Hood and his companions in arms for the capture of
Toulon, and the destruction of the Fretich fleet and
arsenal. This was strongly opposed by the Earls
of Lauderdale and Derby, chiefly on the grounds of
his.Lordship’s conduct previously to the‘evacuation.
Lord Grenville’s motion was at length carried by 'a
great majority, aften-a very animated debate; but

’ E 2 :
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mDui(e of Bedford, the’ Eatls of Albentarle, Lau-
derd’zﬂ Derby, and Thanet, entered 'their protest
on the Journals of the house.® '

Flve ‘weeks Lord Hood remained with his flect
ﬁnd tand-forces in Hieres-bay for the purpose of re-
celvmg prov1s1ons and wine from Gibraltar, Alicant,
and Minoreca ; ; disposing of the emlo rants not fit to
bear arms; and making other arranwements fend—
mg to the restoration of order and efﬁcmncy in the
shlps
“ About the time he 1 was preparing to sail, his Lmd-
hlp received advice that the French had e{nbarkeﬂ
elght thousand troops at Villa Franca, and were de-
termmed at all hazards, under the convoy of two.
i 1gates and 'some smaller vessels, to throw them into
Corsma

- Tiord Hood detached a strong squadron to inter-
cept fhem off Bastia, and sent the Ardent of sixty-
four guns, commanded by Captain R. M. Sutton, off
“Vila' Franca It was while emp10yed on this ser-
'\{ricé"thaf ‘the” Ardent took fire at’ sea, blew up, and
evéi‘y“soul perxshed Her quarter-deck was found
With some of the gun-locks sticking in the Deams,
and the ‘marks of the splinter netting decply im-
pressed on the deck, left no doubt thaf the whoTe
wais the’ effect of explosion.

When, Lord Hood sailed from-Hieres-bay his fleet

consxsted of sncty sail, 1nclud1no- victuallers and

TN a4

A ‘See Parliamentary Dcebales, 1794.  In 1803 a debatfe ensued on
the proprlety afallowing pyize or compensation money to Lord Hood’s
‘fieet for the capture of the ships at Toulon : 11 was finally carried.
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horse transports ; ‘having on board, besides hls own
troops, about two thousand two hundred of the un-
fortunate Toulonése. "On the 25th at sunset, the
ﬂeet came- within three miles of the 1sle of Capraja,
off the north end of Corsica: on the followmg day
a hecwy gale of wind drove them to leeward of Elba :
they suﬁ"ered much from bad weather, but on the
"9thf amed Porto Ferrajo, in the island of Elba.,
where a numbe1 of the emigrants were lapded

SEREI AN
After repamno ‘their damages, the fleet sailed” on
the 6th of March; Commodore Linzee havlng chérge
of the tro?ps and transports, had drrectrons to }and

them Wherever General Dundas mlght deem it ex-

v Lﬂ‘ b

ped1ent The Commodore proceeded to Florerr’ro_—
bay, on. the south side of which he came to an an-
chor to the westward of Myrtﬂlo-pomt on W Leh
stood a tower of the same name ; the' troops vgere
put on shore that evenmg, and took possessron:of a
-height that commanded this fort, Whlch the Fortr,—
tude of seventy- four, and the Juno frwate of thlrter"
two guns, were-ordered to attack, After havmg em-
gaged it for two hours and a half, they Were oblrged
to haul off with very considerable damaoe‘ The
Fortitude [ost seven men, and was three or four thes
set.on fire by heated shot ; ; ‘once in the cockplt and
store-room, and without having made any. vrslble
impression. s

This tower was of an extr aordinary and i mgemous
construction, about fifty feet in diameter by forty—
five high, and-of a circular form; the ;jwalls.avere

‘twelve feef thick : “the parapet was lied’ Witli Bass

DT Y IR DR
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junky dnd. the 'interstices, filled up with web sand,
bid:defiance ‘to' our ‘marine gunnery; more we cons
ceive for- the want of good training!than from thé!
actual strength of the places, The force was énly'
one twenty-four pounder; mounted en barbet-on @
sliding’ carriage, and recoiling o an inclined platiet
thiere were about thirty men in the tower, though
three were sufficient to work the gun. ' Our troops
having got possession of the heights in its reaf
brought their artillery to bear on it, and very soon
compelled the little garrison to surrender, " ! |
- vThete was a well of water within, and provisions
‘sufficient'to have lasted longer than an enemy could
have lain in the bay; - This tower was, on the evas
cii‘é{tié"n of 'the - island, blown up in the following
year ;-4 model of it being prewously made and sent
.fo‘Eng’IandW o ' l
280’ adinirable was the defence, and so well adapt-
‘ed did this kind of fortification appear to repel in-
‘vasiod; that the Duke’ of Richmond, at that timer
maé‘ter-gienéral'of the ordnance, contrived to have
then ‘built on many of the accessible landing places
it thé south and east coast of England, and great:
pait of Ireland, but without much resemblance to
the" original. This measure occasioned some dis-
ciission in the house of commons, and was ¢ertainly
‘considered by many as a very unnecessary expense.,
The ‘oidnance department was not at that time so
noted ‘for  economy as it has since become! Thus
thie panic’ of “invasion was lulled by the 'project of
‘makitig England ‘a fortified island.
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JAustrong. westerly, gale on’ thet 11th sof March, |
. obligedwthenAdmpiral.ito dakeushelterunder:Cape|
Golsey thie snoith- point oﬁ the island ;-nor was it ¢l
- theud7ah rthat. he got back to St: Florénzo—.bay_ ony;
the same -evening the enemy’s. works on the heights,
. of Faolyreille were stormed and taken with little loss
- off-gur parts+On the 19th the empty town of Fiorenzo'
wag;enterdd by our trdpps, the enemy having retreats/:
.ed o Bastia. =, The whole of the troops landed. on!
thisservicel did, mot. exceed one thousand four: hun*.
dred bearing- hrms,, The battery of the ednvention~
-was very strang, mounting twenty-one guns of hedvy
caliber, sitwated on the western shore. of the gulfy.
-and defending the town of Fiorenzo. | The: moun~-
.tains. whigh overlooked this: post, were'deemed,; by .
.many 'to; be:inaccessible, and::prohably. few but,
.Englishmen would have attempted to place; g‘lm.i in,.
.such & sitwation; In all conjoint, expeditions. of the
.arpiy.and, navy, the landing and transporting, of artil=.,
Jderyi ,are;pﬁrforméd by the seamen, after which.the ;
-artilléry, officers ymount, the guns; and .complete. ther,
ba;tthl:fi?s.» i1 At the teduction of Corsica,, this work
-was,exécuted in such a manner as to- call forth, the
highest eulogiums. from General :Dundas; the;com-.
-mangder-in-chief of the land-forces. “ In fou;‘r_d&ys‘»’ﬂj
saysithe General, “ by the most surprising exertions.
.of science and labour, they had placed four eighteen-,
"pounders,: g. large howitzer, and a tensinch mortars,
in bitftery, on a ground elevated seven hundred feet
above the level of the sea, and WherQ eveny dlﬂiculty
of ascent and surface oppased their undertakmtr. .

)
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1Oun: the 16tk in-the morning we opeved our fire bn
-the fedoubt of the convention; one battery enfiladed
tthis'redoubt-at the distance of a thousand yards ; an-
-other todk! it in reverse, at the distante of eight hun-
_dred;-yards. - The. enemy’s redoubt occupied the
istmmit of a detached hill, about two hundred and
fifty feet above the level of the sea; our fire was
mpremitting upon it for two days: we hrought up
-ddditional gins, and. the fire of the enemy appeared
storelax.- Corsica was at this time defended by the
.French.and part of the inhabitants. .
i+ -The;: preparations made for storming being edm-
Pleted,.it-was carriefl; into effect during the night by
- Lieptenant-colonels Moore and Wauchope, and Cap-
i$ain. MKenzie; rwith  detachments from the royals,
twenty-fifth, .fiftieth, and fifty-first regiments; the
ieleyenth; thirtieth, dnd sixty-ninth, being in reserve.
These gallant men advanced boldly up to the works,
.xegeived three discharges of artillery, leaped into the
~treyiches and embrasures, and carried all before them
With the: point of the bayonet: until this moment
+our battéries kept up a constant and galling fireunder
1theskilful: diréctions of Captain Wilkes and Licute-
nant-Duncan of the royal artillery. The  enemy
1.fled- in all directions, abandoned the works of Four-
~#eille; gnd on the 18th of April the British squadron
.anchored in. Myrtillo-bay in perfect security: two
darge French frigates were lying in the bay of Fig-
~#enzosduring this attack++~one was sunk by the shot
" .from their own batteries, the other burnt previously
-0 the ;evacuation of the town; the first was soon

(
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safterweighed, and commissionedi witli'the name/df
ithe St Fiorenzd, and became one of the thost distin-
- guished ships in the British haty, " Twelve hundred
-Qotsicans| under thé command of General Paoliyfen-
odéred ievery assistance to, the causd of therEnglish ;
Yo7 large ¢quaritity ofwordnance and ammunition fell
Bittorour hands: S B
‘1" fhe Tatiding ‘on the island being thus made godd,
“and g amhorage obtained " for our shipping, the
~chiefs concerted measures for the reduction of Bastia
and Calvi, into which the French party had retreated.
- [Fhe wild 'and mountainous country -of Coisied ¥s ill
 Caldulated for the display of military tactic) obstieh-
ifid twarfare the savage nafivésifiomithetrinacks
and cliffs are accustomed to :testroysthel ghme; br
“slay theirenemy with the tifle glin; the isé:of which
45 peeuliatlyiwell adapted t6-the indictivd disposi-
tion.of the! Corsican j ‘and . numerous findtanees ge-
. carred of their fatal dexterity: No“sooner!wag: Fio-
Tenzo il our. power than .the.forces that could: be
uspared were detached.in the first instange 16" Bastia,
where they found. Lord Hood and. part.of: the fleet
with bome troops’ already employed in thé siege’of
vthat place. The enemy displayed great courdge in
its defence, and our countrymen dcquired immiortal
. honour, by their resolution and perseverance-ini the
attack. The siege of Bastia was remarkable'for
-dbringing forward to the notice of the British nafién,
and ta the world, the immortal Horatio Nelsén? he
yWwas at that, time captain of the Agamemnon of sixty-
four guns = in his disposition mild, unassuming, and
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gentle, he seemed, to shun, rather than court the

-public.gaze ; never conspicupus but in agtion, Nelson

in the private walks of life might have been passed

.over, as,a person, of rather inferior talent, The opi-

‘niongiven. of him to the Author, by a naval officer of
distinguished .rank and merit, was, that ¢ he was

great, in action, but little out of it;” the term ¢ ac-

tion” must however be extended to the charge of 2

flect going on service. On the occasion which we

.are now relating, he commanded the seamen whe/
were landed for the purpose of transporting the mor~
‘tars and artillery, to the situation required by the

.engineers—and never was work of the kind more

skilfully: or expeditiously performed: the same if
ot greater difiiculties, presented themselves here as

at Fourneille. It was at the siege of Bastia that
Nelson was wounded severely in the head, and lost

an eye.,

The French having, w1th wonderful skill and in-
1gll'lsjal'y equipped several of their ships which were
left at Toulon in the hurry of the evacnation, put to
sea on the 5th of June with a strong squadron, con-
sisting .of seven sail of the line, with five or six
frigates, and Lord Hood immediate'y went in quest
_o(,t_.hem,;.. ,On the 10th at day-light, he discovered
ag‘gl\fg‘gvfe «chase to his enemy, who having the advan-
tage of our fleet in sailing, contrived to gain the an-
chorage of Gourjean-bay, a little to the eastward of
:thg.:gplf of Frejus. Here a sudden shift of wind
prevented the. Admiral attacking .them, and subse-
quent events -rendered the measure unadvisable;
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leaving theréfore Adimiral Hotham with a Sqguadfon -
to wétcﬂm ‘thiem, chik’ ‘LOl‘thlp “proceetled to assist'in
the redtietion of Bastia.

Theeapitulation, ‘as appears by 2 letter from Lord
Hood t6 the Secretary of the admiralty, took plieé”
oft the'22d of May. After the rest of the islahd had
been ‘thitee months in dur possession, the articles’
were' drawn up and signed between the French
General Gentili and the British commissioners, viz.
Vice-admiral Goodall, Captain James Young, J. N.-
Inglefield, and Mr. M‘Arthiur, secretary to the Ad-
mitdl. The French troops marched out of the citadel,
anid thence to the mole kead, where they laid down
their #rms, and were embarked to return to France:
Captains Hunt, Buller, and Sericold; Licutenants
Gore, Hotham, Stiles, Andrews, and Brisbane, with
Captain Hollowell, a volunteer on half-pay, served
under Nelson at Bastia; Captain Hollowell com=-
manded the gun-boats, which ‘during the night

"guarded the entrance to the port, and with pectliar
watchfulness and energy interceptced the supplies 6f
the ‘garrison. '

Captain Wolsely of the Imperieuse was stationed
off the island of Capraja, where the enemy had a
large magazine of provisions. The army and navy
acted together with so much harmony and perfect
spirit of patriotism, that nothing could resist theé two
services united. Thus the island of Corsica fell for
the first time under the dominion of Great Britain,
the British flag was. displayed on all its- fortresses
except Calvi, which had not yet surrendered, and

)
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the sovereignty of the jsland was vested in the King
of:England,: to whom the people swore allegiance,
Sig: Gilbert, Elliot,was appointed,viceray, the British
‘comstitution proclaimed, and its laws declared to be
thibseofithe new, copquest, . This . form. of govern-
ment,thoweyer. well adapted .to, the, happy conntry,
in.which it was planted by our ancestars, hps not
taken.(root and produced fruit in all climatgs plike;
many of the, conquered colonies are totally insensible
to it benefits, The mild application, of British, Jaw.
was,avidently il calculated to restrain the barbarous
feroeity of the; Corsicans : ekqited by the arf . and
Quplicity of selfish.and worthless agents; halfj civi-
lized and unaccustomed to a regular mode of govern-
ment,lit was easier to conquer Corsica than to con-
very;the people to habits of industry and obediepce ;
this_ reguired  time and expense, neither of which
covild: then be afforded ;, there were many considera-
tionsshiowever which rendered the temporary occy+
patiGn ‘of that island particylarly desirable ta Great
Britain. The harbours of Corsica are certainly not
the;best; though its bays and roadsteads offer secure
retreats during the tempestuous season of the year,
and, were, especially necessary to us at a time when
we had, no other friendly haven between Constanti-
nople. and Gibraltar;, nor could it be supposed that
& jealous, enterprising, and warlike nation, could,
allow us to retain undisturbed possession of an ph-

ject:of such vital importance to her commercial and
maritime greatness in the Mediterrancan.  Siy Gil-
“bert Elliot. addressed a letter to the Secretary of

t
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éitd frond'’ Gottdy thé éapitdlof the 'istand, dated
the 21st of Jiiné, and-ihforined him,  that the: uion
BB Cétsica to ¢ crowti'of ‘Greit Brifain wasHors
mall} ‘eohcluded” and asstréd him'that no national
alt'Was ever nidre unanimously’ sanctioned! ot ‘the
parf of thosd'who 'were ‘authorized to"do-it, or by-a
ére-uhiversal approbation, amounting, as hé-obs
sei‘t_féd,"t’d‘ &hthusiasth on the part of the peoplei i
Plirh ‘députies” having met at- Corté ‘in- sufficient
Huthbers” fo constitite . a national assembly, chose
tlénrht Paoli-as'their president, and: Meéssrsi Pozza
&é”Bérgo‘and Muelli'as their'secrethries. *On-San
dag 't 14th, Geietal Paoli opencd the'assenibly by
a'speech, statin'g‘tﬁe cause of their convdcafion, and
givihg a brief summary of thé events which'had
takérr place since they had met in the: précéding
Year s the assembly passed & uranimots vete of
thanks 'to the’ General for all he had done}:and: for-
mally declared, first, their separation from France;
4nd secondly, their union to the crown of Gréay
Britaint - R R
" The articles of this union were prépared by &
committee appointed for the purpose,’and underd
went a full and free discussion in the whole asseni~
b+ wheri having been explained to them by Mons
dielir' Pozzo de Borgo, they were with one consent
presented to the Viceroy, and accepted in the name
of hi¥ sovereign. - His Excellency then- procesdotd
by invitation to the assémbly, where he received frony
Gé{n'efaf Paoli, in the namhe of the people;the tender
6f the ctown aid -sovereignty of the island!li The
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Vieeroy then-took inthe Kifig’s name the prescribed
gaths to:maintain the laws and liberties of the island
according to the constitution.
In the mean time the siege of Calvi was pressed
-with- the - greatest vigour, both by land. and sea.
Nelson was here, and performed the same services
-as he had done at Bastia. Calvi lies in a deep bay
“on the north-west side of the 1sland ; it held out till
the 18th of August, when it capitulated, after a close
siege of fifty-one days, and a rigorous blockade by
sea. = The fort of Mollinochesco, situated on a steep
rock, commanded the communication between Calvi
-and.the province of Ballagni, from which it was con-
siderably in advance; the bomb-proof fort of Mo-
zello &lso; well mounted with heavy artillery, guarded
the approaches to Calvi, which was of itself both by
‘nature and art a strongly fortified town. Two fri-
gates lay in the bay, and supported by their fire the
sworks of the ‘enemy : these important outposts were
speedily reduced by batteries formed on the heights,
which like those of Fiorenzo had hitherto been deem-
ed inaccessible, and the rapidity of their approaches
baffled the calculation of the most scientifio theorist.
The frigates and all the vessels in the bay were ¢om-
pelled 'to take refuge under the guns of the town.
Lieutenant-colonel (afterward the gallant and ill-
-fated'Sir John) Moore of the fifty-first regiment,
with Major Brereton of the thirtieth, proceeded with
ithe cool-determination -of British soldiers through a
‘heavy fire -into the breach -of Mollinochosco with
fixed 'bayonets, and-unloaded arms: they quickly
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.disledged the enemy_frotn their strong hold, carry-
ing-the trenches on (the left! with. equal intrepidity.
Possessed of all his most .important: outposts,and
with batteries advanced within six hundred yards of
the walls of the town, .General Stewart. offered/the
~Commandant terms -of capitulation, which were
‘haughtily rejected, and the labours of the troops
renewed for. nine days more, when-the gun and
mortar batteries being complete, -a severe bombard-
‘ment of eighteen hours induced ‘them to surrender;
and the last remains of the French were. expelled
from Corsica.

The casualties of the British in killed and wounded
were not considerable in point of number, but we lost
the brave Captain Sericold ¢f the navy, who fell ina
battery which he had just completed.

The Melpomene frigate, with-some simaller vessels
in the harbour, was taken at the surrender of Calvi.
After signing the capitulation Lord-Hood returned
to England, leaving the command of the fleet . with
Vice-admiral Hotham. His Lordship ariived: rat

-Spithead in the month of. l\ovember, and soon a.fter
struck his flag. S

In the month of June, a very gallant action Was
fought between two ships of nearly equal an'cé;‘pt
the island of Miconi in the Archipelago, - & .

The French frigate La Sybille, of forty-eight. gfuhs
and four hundred and thirty men, was lying at an-
chor with her convey in the port.above mentionéd,
which being Greek, the Captain concluded, to:.be
neutral ; whether in strictness of political faith’ it

)
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should have been .so considered we have serious
~doubts ; certain it-is that Captain Paget, of the Rom-
ney of fifty guns and three hundred and fifty men,
did not acknowledge the neutrality; he therefore
-ran in, anchored alongside the French frigate, got
-springs upon his cables, and summoned her to sur-
render; to this the French Captain replied, that he
should defend himself as long. as he could. Captain
Paget having hisship perfectly prepared, immediately
~commenced an action, which was well supported on
.both sides for one hour and ten minutes, when the re-
publican colours were struck to those of Britain:
the enemy had fifty-five men killed and one hundred
-wounded, nine of whom died soon after: the loss on
‘board the Romney was ten killed and thirty wounded.
Captain Paget was an officer of great promise: he
-displayed a coolness and courage highly creditable
to himself, and honourable to his country, leaving
us only to regret that the action was not fought in
-the open sea.- This gallant officer did not survive
his victory many months; he died in consequence
+of a ‘wound which he is said to have received some
.years before from an assassin at Smyrna: he was
‘brother to the present Marquis of Anglesca.

The Sybille was a frigate of the largest dimen-
.sions of her time, and was long employed in the
.Briti_s_h navy.
s~ The blockade of Toulon, and watching the encmy’s
~goast during the winter, employed part of our naval
force ;- the protection of the Levant trade, and the
assistance of our merchants in different parts of the

{
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*Meditefranean}’ o?:éu’pied the ‘attention”of Ne“lsdn,
““Freemantle, and -other distinguished® bﬁlcers“ <a
quuacIron was - ‘stationed to guard the néw ‘conqirest
rof Corsica ; while the main body of the fleet ¢tuised
“béfore Toulon and the Hiéres-islands. - “'Wliénéver
~thé ‘Admiral was-compelled from the’ staté ‘of the
weather or want of water to put int6 port; hewe-
“paited 'to-Fiorénzo-bay in Corsica, a bad anchorage,
“but the only-one hé could obtain, or resort to"¢on- -
:sistently with his duty. This bay: is exposéd to the
“north-west winds; which send in a heavy sea. The
Berwick of seventy-four guns had her lower masts
stripped without the proper “precaution “for- secut-
4ng thém, by which neglect’ they rolled: over: the
side: at' no ®meé could a ship of the line so'ill° be
spared ; and the Admiral, conceiving that it hadsc-
-curred from want of seamanship, dirécted ‘the eap-
tain, first lieutenant, and master; to beé tried ‘by-a
court-martial, when they were all dismissed from the
‘ship. In‘the mean time the fleet proceeded to Leg-
“horn-roads : the Berwick was left under the command
‘of Captain Littlejohn to rig jury-masts, and tofollow
as fast as possible ; and havirig put to sea in pursu-
ance of these orders, with his ship as well eqmpped
as circumstances would admit, he fell in-with the
French fleet; a running fight ensued, and -every
exertion was made to save her; but after an ineffec-
tual resistance. she was forced to surrender,-with the
loss of her captain and many of her men; and the
French carried their prize in triumph to Toulon >
In the month’ of March, 1795, thé Admiral }1avmg

)
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learnt that the French flcet was at sca, and very soon
after.of the misfortune that had happened to the Ber-
wick, lost no time in going in pursuit of his enemy.
He had a strong breeze at east-north-east, and ob-
tained farther accounts by the Tarleton brig, that
they had been seen standing to the southward, which
induced him to conclude that they were bound to
Corsica, for which island he immediately shaped his
course. On'the 12th the fleets came in sight of each
other, ‘'when that of the republic was to windward,
and ours could not gain upon them from the wretch-
ed sailing of most of the ships. On the following
day they were still in sight, the weather was squally,
a general chase was ordered, and one of the French
ships lost her topmasts; Captain Freemantle, in the
Inconstant of thirty-six guns, immediately attacked
and raked her until supported by Nelson in the Aga-
memnon, who did her so much damage that she
ccould not recover herself; but.they were both by
“this time advanced so far from their own fleet as to
‘be in" imminent danger of capture by that of the
en:_em,y,;‘-who bore up to the relief of their consort;
Nelson was therefore compelled to relinquish his
‘prey for that time ; and such was the superiority of
the republican fleet in point of sailing, that with this
_digabled ship in tow our fleet gained nothing upon
them:. In the evening the Vice-admiral made the
.signal for the fleet to form the line of battle on the
larboard line of bearing, or in such a position rela-
tively to each other as to be in a regular line of battle
when }jroilght to the wind on the larboard tack. To
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the seaman any explanation of this term may appear
superfluous; to others the accompanying diagram
may be useful. A ship sailing on the larboard tack
six points from the wind, which is supposed to be
north, will lie east-north-east, consequently that must
be the precise bearing of one ship from the other in
whatever direction they may be sailing, whether they
may be steering south-east or south-west. Upon the
signal being made to come to the wind, they will
alter only the direction of the ships’ heads,. but not
that of the line. Suppose the lines A C C B (plate
to ;‘epresent a fleet of ships running before the
wind, which is at north, the line from A to C is on
the starboard line of bearing, that from C to B on
the larboard ; because,.if the line A C came to the
wind on the starboard tack with their heads to the
westward, the ships would all be in a right line,
each a-head or a-stern of her second; and were they
to come to the wind on the larboard tack with their
heads to the eastward, they would form the bow and
quarter line H.G. The application of this prmmple
to the opposite lines is too obvious to require expla-
nation.

At day-light on the 14th of March the crippled
ship of the enemy with her consort that had her in
tow were observed to be so far to leeward of their
own fleet, as to afford a fair prospect of cutting them
off, or of bringing on a general engagement. The
enemy therefore came down to support these two
ships, but evidently wishing to avoid an action. By
this time the Captain.and Bedford, of seventy-four

’ F 2
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i TR oo, |
élrngeahh were “so far ad’v‘anced 'als‘(‘to havé Taced
themslelves between “the disabled’ ship and her ﬁeet
and § so closely were they' sﬁbpgrted by the' othe'r's'hxps
of the British van, that the French Adrmral abandoned
them to their fate ; itis but Justlce, however, to say,
that they were defended to the last, if not w[\th skill
and bravery, at least with fury and despan‘

The Jllustrrous and the Courageux each Iost their
maln and mizen masts, and the rést of the van : suffer-
ed so much as for a time to render them unﬁt for
servrce It appeared that the French fleet had roolt)s
on board for the reconquest of Corsica. “TH& ships
taken were the Carra of elghty, and Censeur of $e-
venty fourz guns the ﬁrst had thirteen hundred and
the latter a thousand men on board at the commence-
tnent of the action each of them is sard to have lost

n'ear four hundred The French have 1nvar1ab]y
artlﬂery men to ]oad and point thelr guns ; the mad-
ness of the Marselllols was supposed to have been
mcreased by the copious application of ardent SPII‘lf.S

Ofﬁcers of the British navy who were Ppresent an

boarded tne 'pnzes, informed the Author that the
scené was as novel as it was horrid. The holds
were filled with dead or dying men, who as they
fell at their quarters were tumbled headlong down
without any’ regard to their condition ; and four days
after the action, dead bodies were dragged out from
the cable tiers and the wmgs. It was found on in«
Emrf'f(',w thiat not ‘only were’ the people made ditink,
but: the ferocious ‘republican oﬂ‘icem sbood behind

‘them, and with drawn swords or plstols ‘compeélled
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i
}hem to fight: some in a state of 1ntox1catloq bestrode

by ] i

the %tl'n’s‘ when in the act of ﬁrm apd with, thet rei

(R} by oy ) MY

coil;t ey, b1a1n§we1e ashed out agalnst the beams ;

LN S

?vh‘rl othTers chanteti the hymn of the’ ,Marseulms

d»'lu T ey [SEFE SRR YR XD SN

and a scene more truly mfernaT was never. perhap;s

.’ 20 I

Ylt;nessed untll Fldnce became a repubhc s
i LEERR

Our loss i in the action amounted to three hun;h ed
and ﬁfty-ﬁvé in killed and Wounded - The Tan—

c're '1, a N eapohtan sevcnty-four, commanded by the

d le]vrzili'er Uarracwlh, had a share in the honour
of the day of thls gallant and unfortunate man .

ﬂpu Y 1

shallr hereaﬂ:er have a melancholy hlstory to

|H “9 4
relate.

Ry Tretrr
TLh)e eﬁ'ec’;s of this, action were disastrous to the
e 4 o1

hmtrsh heet the damacres, under the pnvatlon “of

Mg Lt baoroea g

naval stores an({ convenient ports, were not easﬂy
rePalred b he Tllustrious of seventy four g'uns,
Whlch hore a consplcuous share in cuttmg oﬁ' the
letreat of Fhe disabled ships, Iost some of‘ her Iower
&e& orts on one side ; this obhged them to keep

er oxE the Wrong tack, and ﬁnally to run on shole

near the roéks of Avenza i in order to save the crew¥
S e

whlch'“hmmﬁ'ected and also brouorht off a great

garf 'of her stores.* ,
Io245 ot iy o : " i J»-:{Ll! PN

. i S . - PRNUDYIP I
e "Craptain John Wecks of the royal navy has lately presented fo
the admiralty a substitute for a lower deck port: .iticonsists, of :throe

ieces of plank cut to the breadth of the ports, filting ‘one above the
other with a ‘deepTabbit; they have small rings in them with lamard».
and are fitted io tho:worst weather with ease and expeditiom| pA poit
is ﬁometuncs bgown off in 2 gale of wind by a shat gettmv foose and
TZuiting the powder by friction :'the’ moment a shot is pcx‘celved {o'bé
i)osa,r vrﬁegap should:he gonred into the vent aud mugzld; half a pink

¢r less will suflice to destroy the powder. . .
) R e . L. ST PRI ‘“'
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. Ouder of battle.on the YAth March, 1795. |

! f .- Van, o [ |
Rl L {Under Vice-admiral Goodall, 1 |, | | I,
‘ Shnps} Commanders, Guus.1 Men. K:llcd W"f‘;]d"d'
‘Captain ', . ‘ ‘Capl. Reeve .
;?Odfoﬂ(ll.}H s ,Capt. lelld 1o o] .74, |.59p T I]l?IH.
ancredi . . -
(Neapotitar) } Chevalier Cawraciolli 74, 600, c(lﬂ oo ®ih
Princess Royal | Capt, Purvis . 98 760 4 .18
Agamemuon . l('.kcpt. Nelson . . 49' Mig ‘(“‘43"';
ol i ey B
' ‘Centre. T v
Vlc(":ldmll'ﬂl Holhaln (ﬂa"‘) \ IM![ e H“ 1|’ ”‘
THustrious, . . 1Capt. Frederick . 74 590'4»20» ;69»]
Courageux : Capt. Montgomery 741 640, . 8 i 32 ,1
Britannia . . Capt. Holloway . 100’ ‘839 *' 11" ths'
Bgwonti's.1. ‘Capt.iSutton . . (74 590 vuu7lls 24

. Rear. A TR IR

. 1 i vRear-admiral Ljnzce» b, o he -' ! ,1
Windsor Castle  Capt. J. Gore , . - 755 fi
* Diadem . . Capt.C.Tyler. . .64' a1 '

St. George . Capt.Foley,' . . 98 (760, 49 d3|

Terrible . . Capt. G. Campbell 74 590 «0’_l 6

Tortitude . & Capf. Young . . 74' 500° "' 4
" Fﬁgatcs-—lnconstant Lowestoffc, Meleager, and Romulus, 11"

i )
: Frenck Ime in the same action.' '

Guns. bIen on l!oard.
Ilo san’ Cl'olo“o b o & o o & o 120 & P TS L (2000 w.
Vnctmrc (late Languedoc) e o » » 80 . e, 1300
1.6 Tonuant e e e o o o . 80 . .'l . 1300
e - . . .looom
Conqliel’nnt r ) . ¢ . . . . 74 * ° .
Mcrcurd ‘o ¢« o o o o o+ o o. 74‘ .J '. . T ’]00(‘“
Barras « o o 0.6 o o o o+ o 74)1.1.“ 1000
GenereuX « s o ¢ ¢ o o o o 7 . . . u-. 1000.
HeureaX & o o o o o o o o 74 , 270 Tyeo
D“‘l‘\‘?‘m" N 4 . viel e 1000
Timolecon (late Commerce de Bourdcaux) 4 o o .. 1000
Caitt(token) o o o« o %7 o A gy !"“’ l1g00'"
Conpeur(tpken) L .o o % o o o g ALIEN '.([11000
A'cido . . '-' . - .l e o g e e 4 . . .
Souverain < % . o e e o 0 o By MU ) * ‘1000‘ !

4
« ¢ 1 | Four frigatcs, sloop ) & PRRR |
. T e ) 1

] s |
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The usual complemént of & Frénch first-rate'is one-
thousand men, and of a seventy-four seven hundred-
and tlurty{ all abo‘ve’thls"humbel‘ were troops.

The Freénch. llad ‘the supériority in weight of xpe@l,‘
and number 6fguns®and men, althotigh our ﬁe;(lé,t had!'
three ships of three' decks, arid’theirs onlyvonem their
eighty-gun ships are noble vesgels; aird thefr Sevent‘y S
fours carry their guns so high, as to enable them to
fight their lower-dgck Wlth great advantage : if to
these consxderatlons we add their *supenor sallmg)
thgllmpglrtlal 'readér will qglpkly perceive thiat \19
owe all our naval superiority under Providence 1to
our officers and men. The French Admiral got back -
to Toulon, and Admiral Hotham put into Fiorenzo-
bay with his pfizes, where the’ Cau‘d Was soon fter-
ward by accident set fire to and burnt: . o,

Early in June, 1796, Captdin George Henry To‘w‘ry“
in the, Dida, of, twenty-eight, guns, ping-pounders,
and Captain S}Fo)rae Middleton,. in the,\ Lowestoffe
of ‘thn-ty-two guns, )twelve-pounders, fell in near
Toulon with two French frigates, and afteryaveryt
gallaiit action captyred one of thiem, ‘the Mirerve "f
thlrtyielght guns, but mounting forty-four ,I*mthd

o 1vpite’

otlm‘,, which was c'xlled the Artemise, of thut;y S
guns‘ made her estape. SRR
This is a very rare instance in our service of, afy
cwhﬁeen-pound frigate being captured by "a-ship
carrymg only twelve pounders on her 1 mau;z- q ,"u‘
On'the 4th of July, Vice-admiral Hothélhﬂylw
w1t, I‘us fleet In Florenzo-bay, detached quson m

, * Itwas the custom at that time to. esiimate’a ship’s force from the
number of Jong guns mounted ; the cannonades were not counted as

guns.
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the Agamemnoniwithitwo. br thregstiniler vesselxton
- cruisetoff Genoalp bution themorning of the 7th they-
wépd-chised and drivewin by thé Frenéh fleétui Thip
British-ships were tefitfing and watering] and :gofi~
sequéntlyiveryill prepared for such a'visitzuby.thés
most'zealons exertions the fleet wasreadyfor sewdw
the'evenihgy and sailed atnight with thedahdbreezep
but saw nothing' of the enemy. On the;12th«thé Adb
miral’was-off the Hieres-islands, where he leatnt-frons .
CaptainHotham in the ‘Cyclopsy-and: Captain Boys)
if Tk Fléche; ‘that they could: not besmany'deafies
from him 1y The signal was instantly made teprev
pare forbattle;'and onthe 13th at day:lightdesdaive
the Frinch fléet of seventeeit sail of the line toi leeai
ward” of- him, ‘on"the:larboard tack} it was.ithens
blowing & gale. from the west-north=west, there wak!
a heavy sea running, and six of our.ghips: wi¥el
bending " thsir main-topsails,’ which +had .been' split
durifig1the> night.) ' The British' fleet' was imme=
diately formed ‘on the larboard liné' of.bearing, and |
allsail carried:to preserve that line;and to keep the.
wind'of thé;ehemy in order to cut them 'off fiom: the
landyfrom which they were only five leaguesudist |
taptiAt wight' o'clock the Vicé-admiral finding it
wiay the iritention of the' enemy to avoid-an’action,s
madé-the signal for a general'chasé, and to’ engagas
asfarriging up 'with them, the shiph to take Stations
for mtitual support: unfortunately the:gale Wras.gud-t
dedlyishoceeded by bafling i winds! and’ salinsl. it
cdnsequerics:bft which only:a few ‘of the van Iships:/
_couldgetup with the enemy’s reak, with whidli abottu
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ngon-a warm actiomensned,cand; the Aleidesa-Frenshy
seventy-four, nwas: captured; 1 Thef others,rb}toa«ﬁh% :
of Wind ih.'their favour; meaped into Frejus-bayy
while the; English wére becalmed in theoffings.andi
thé; Admiral was'forced to-recall some, of, his;, Ships,
whain the gagerness of pursuit had appxoached too;
near_the shorel! -Half an hour after she had, guprent;
derkd, thé: eaptured:ship took fire in..the.fore;top:i
the, hoats: of the British fleet flew to the assistances
. of thé unfortundte crew, enemies no Jonger, but thep)
conld ohly succeed in rescuing about three.hundred;
of them ffom thie flames or ‘a- watery] grave andi
while olir boats and seamen were resolutely engaged,
i thig'work -of humanity, her.magazine exploded,.
and|:between  three and. four; hundred; men, werey
hlown into the, air. . Thus ended the. affair-of #heJ
13th of July. - L oo e yianl &
Jpe this action' there was a total mi&applqugiqn;9ﬁ3
tactic, neither recommended by a Clerks Q,l‘;'iusﬁiﬁ@d&
by experience. The French fleet should have been’s
attacked by 2 general chase as.saon. as disegvered:ix
the bending new, topsails, when the enemy wa3-dead:
to leeward, was at.hest a nseless measurgp-Ang. il
is much to be regretted that time was lost in forming+
a line of bearing; which could notbe preserved, withy
any.efféet ; a$ the Admiral observes in his despdtchies, «
¢ the.calms and shifts of wind in that country-men-; -
devingy:all .naval operations peculiarly. urlcentaindi}
With- this, knowledge. it was incumberit,on, himta])
haye!dashed upon his enemy, who he knew:would:»
notait.for him, and, who must have beenjinta,gieatby

h]
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measure: unprepared: by .en.immediate chase he'
would have conipelled them to engagle, or hdve int
creased their distance from the land, which would in
a geat degree have ensured their papture or destruc-
tion: The delay of making the signal gave them time,
to recover from their confusion ; and when after a.
lapse. of four hours the British Admiral made shik in
chase, the ‘wind failed, and the opportunity was drref
coverably lost. The ships most engaged -in) this
affair were, the Victory, Rear-admiral Mdnmn ;-the! |
Captain, Captain Reeve ;. the Culloden, Captiin
Trowbridge ; the Blenheim, Rear-adiniral Frederitk;
and the Defence, Captain Peyton. Of the meritd of

. this action, and that of the 14th of March, we shall
not presume, to offer any farther:opinion j the ooh~
duct of the Admiral was approved by the govern«
ment, and on: his return to England he was treated
an Irish peer by the title of Lord Hothani. Mo

:Nelsorr was soon after detached in the Agamem~i
non, having’ under his orders the Inconstant, Meleal
ger, Tartar, Southampton, and Ariadne; frigates, and. .
the Speedy, sloop : he boarded and cut out of Alessio
and Oneglia, places in the neighbourheod of Vado,

* in the. terzitory of the Grand Duke of Tuscany; .nind
gun-vessels and traders without any loss.

- /The. Mediterranean was at this time much infested,
with pirates, who under Algerine or Tunisian flags
committed great depredatlons on the southern sh@re&

“of Europe. - ' N I

. The French: finding that in their grand fleets they
had no prospect of success.against the superior vas
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lour, discipline, and seamanship, of our navy; ¥ent
their ships of the line to sea in squadrons of five'and
six shil, undet the command 'of some of their most
active officersy and it must be owned that they dig+
played great knowledge, and did considerable injury
to our trade. Of all the French admirals Richery
was the most successful, and who to-the day of his
death eluded: the vigilance of our squadtons, and
never returned into port without a long list of cap-
. tures and of depredations committed on our colonies.

In the month of September a large convoy was
collected in the bay of Gibraltar in order to' proteed
to England under the protection of the Fortitudé and
Bedford of seventy-four guns ‘each, the ‘Censeur
which had been taken in March, and armed en flute
with part of her complement, the Argd of forty-four
guns, the Juné and the Lutine of thirty-two guns
each, sailed from Gibraltar on'the 24th, and ranning
through the' gut in the night-time, theArgo-dnd
Juno with about thirty sail very fortunately;although
by accident, parted company from the Commddore
and the rest of the fleet, who on the 27th being fortyl
eight leagues west of Cape St. Vincent, fell irl with
Richery’s squadron, consisting of six sail of the line
and three frigates. Captain Taylor, the senior officer;
made every disposition for battle and for dispersing
the .convoy, but his signals were either not under-
stood or very ill obeyed by the captains of some of'
the merchant vessels. The three ships of war formed-
in ling with the intention .of engaging ‘the enemy,
and diverting their.attention from the- trade. Just

»
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as.this Jarrangement was completed, the CQDSBW roll;
ediaw Way. her foxe—topmast, and having only the mains
mask of g frigate she was rendered useless. | |
o ;Q@Ptam,,Taylor then concurring in opinigp with
(aptain, Montgomery,. that it would;be:better; ta
leave the Censeur to her fate, both shlps bare; up tg-
gether, keeping off the wind, and preparing their
sterns, for a lrunnmvﬁ ght. The Lutine was directed
to take the Censeur ini tow, but the heavy fire. kept
tipon, them by the enemy rendered this, impracti-
g@.ble‘, Captam :Gore of the Censeur,, now|left to
bimself, made, a gallant defence; his,méans jwere,
howeyer, 100 scanty to admit of that dlsplay of couy
1pg¢ and; talent of  which he was sq caPa.ble .1 Qvers,
powered, by;numbers, short of powder and of men,
without hig xlower tier of guns, resistance was in vain,
d ,}},e,lﬁ\}l}:_l‘gndgr_e@‘ atlast to the united, force of, the
siXships of the, line. The Bedford and Fortitude,
kept yP& good rynning fight with their stern-chasers,
apd_,,,@,bout half -past two the enémy. hauled to the
wind An, pul;smt of tlie convoy, gmong which’ during
ﬂ\lﬁ’ agt}DI;,§he frigates had been making great hayoc,
The: Argo and Juno with their division arrived safe
;Sﬁlt}le&d‘ S cp 1t
yiErom the activity of the same squadron;.and th(’r
-gumergus, frigates and privateers sent out by the
enemy: dll,l;mg the winter, our West-India and Northr
Amepioan; trade suffered severely. .. ., . ;
wilt B ?,J}egn observed that Lord Hood was, $us;
cgeded i the. temporary command. of the Mediter:
ranean; Aot by Vice-admiral Hotham, who had most
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eﬁrhesﬂy ahd honourably ‘requested ‘to b felibved
fitm 2 responsibility’ t5 which Tie 'ownéd hid heslih
was unequal! Eail Spencer had succeéde&’Lord
Chatham s first lord of the admiralty’ and the'fiakne
of Lord Hood was excluded from'‘the new patetit) it
béing interidéd that hé should resume the &hief el
mdnd. - Hisl LOTdShlp hoisted his flag on boatd the
cht?ory at Splthead“ in the month of May, and Was
abstt'td sail to his station, when 4 correspondence
* efisued between' the Admiral and the ‘new boax‘& ‘of
é&mirﬁlty‘, én-the neécessity of sending more’ shlps to
thée' Meditettatiean.: Lord Spencer thonglit that thé
fél‘(:é‘émplbyed"'lf not sufficiént, Was'as gx‘éat a
could be ¢pated tinder the existitg" dlfﬁcultxes of fhe
coufitr'y, atid the 0fgent demands of 6thér pailts of thd
etnpire. “The Admiral not deemirig his profésiichal
character'safé With so small a force; expréssed & ety
decided opinion upon the subject, and’ received’ pér<
mission to strike his flag, which he 1mmedmfely did;
and was never afterward actively employe&‘-" B11€‘as \
& reward for-his long and meritorious’ ‘Sérvides; and
as & mark '6f his Majesty’s approbation, hé'why ap-
pointed governor of Greenwich Hospital, tehichisit
tuation he held till his death in 1816, at-thé gfeat
age of ninefy-four years, beloved and -lamiented by
alt who had ‘tli& honotr of his acquaititarice? 'He
whs consider ed to unite in- his owat pemon and it
a very eminent degtree, the character ofa’ seamari
an''t ﬂ‘icer ‘tnd a ' gentleman; ' his ‘corduct’ in the
Athekican war entitles him 6! be considéréd as one
of thé ‘Briglitest- nayail' ornaments of thé 'state; Ris
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iatchless presence of mind at St. Kitts, when he dis-
p()ssessed a ‘superior enemy of his anchorage; his
bravery iti-the battle'of the 12th of April in the fol-
long year, in which the ‘greatér part of the suc-
.cess of the day was owing to his perseverance, should
endear him to every Briton. It must ever be re-
gretted that he should have been tempted to dissipate
his private fortune in the pursuit -of a Westminster
election. At Toulon, misled by eunning and hypo-
crisy, he was induced to promise more than he could
pérform'; but the honour of England was always safe
in his hands: and however he may have been de-
ceived by the arts of an intriguing enemy or a pre-
tended friend, he pever departed from the dignity of
a 'British admiral. As an ample justification of his
-lemand, the ships which were refused to his appli-
‘cation were granted to his successor, who even with
. tliat sugmentation found himself unable to cope with
.the' maritime power of France in the south, particu-
'Iarly when Spam had shewn no unequlvocal signs
‘of approaching hostility. . )
v+ The riaval command' in the Mediterranean was
ithe ‘most important in point of extent and responsi-
‘bility ‘of any under the British government, The
-enemy had ‘a very large fleet at their disposal; and
the drmies of the republic having entered Spain on
the side of Roussillon, that weak and corrupt govern-
ment was 'induced to abandon the cause of the co-
alesced ‘powers, and' at first secretly, and afterward
openly, join itself to'the murderers of Louis the
Sixteenth ‘and his unfortunate family : this disregard
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of every moral obligation was punished in the sequel
both by France and England. Spain as an.cnemy
at sea we at once wished for on account of her
wealth, and despised for her want of skill; the ex-
glusion of our ships from her ports was compensated
by the capture of her valuable South-American and
West-India trade; but when her fleets came to he
united to those of France, they formed a mass, before
which even the courage and talent of Sir John
Jervis was compelled to retreat. This state of
things however did not long continue; and if for a
short period we quitted the Mediterranean, it was
oply to return with redoubled force, and, to add
dresh laurels to the naval and military fame of Great
Britain, ’

Corsica was held only by the power of the sword,
and the French were hourly on the alert to wrest'it
from us. The armics or the influence of the re-
public now covered Italy from the Alps to Otranto ;
the King of Sardinia trembled ; Naples was at their
command ; and the Grand Duke of Tuscapy had
nothing left but submission: in short there was no
port in the Mediterranean“which the English might
safely enter nearer than Gibraltar, the distance
from which and the difficulty of procuring supplics,
with the want of every necessary for a flect, together
with the selfish and mercenary cunning of the Bar-
bary powers, rendered the situation of commander-
in-chief in those seas one of great ardounr and diffj-
culty.

Government howcever had no hesitation in selecting

|



;80 MEDITERRANEAN., [1796.

,‘:Vigg@dmi?al Sir John Jervis, K. B. for this import-
3 ant service< he had recently returned from the West
-indies, where he had, in conjunction with Lieutenant-
sgeneral: Sir. Charles Grey, conducted a successful
j¢ampaign’against the French Caribee islands, and
,eompelled them to submit to the British dominion.
. .Never had the station of an admiral required a
greater- display of talent, and never perhaps were
the king and country more ably, zealously, or ho-
Jpourably, served and defended. - -
.. 8ir John Jervis hoisted his flag on board the Lively
of thirty-two guns, commanded by the Right Honour-
.able Lord Garlies, now Earl of Galloway, and sailed
Anthe month of December, 1795. The Rear-admirals,
' }Waldegrave and Mana sailed about the same time,
\.;gv put themselves under his command ; their flags
were in the Barfleur and Windsor Castle, of ninety-
eight guns each: the Commander-in-chief reached
the island of Corsica early in January, and the
duties and anxieties of his situation commenced
before the leely had let go her anchor in Myrtillo-
bay.. -
- We should hope no dpology would be here ne-
, cgssary,for introducing the letters of Sir John Jervis,
afterward Earl of St. Vincent; they illustrate, in the
_g:leai'eé,t; and most perspicuous manner, the real state
of politics in that part of the world : the plans and
operations of the republican armies are concisely
noticed ; the weakness and imbecility of the Italian
princes and states are exposed ; the policy pursued
towards the Barbary powers, by which they were
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‘iidueed 16 assist us; the violation of the neutralify
by both belligerents ; the strerigth and the wants of
the British fleet; and the mismanagement and inat-
tention, in some departments- of the stdte, “in not
forwarding the supphes of stores. The fotesight of
the Adrmral in pr0v1d1n0~ for the most- distant’ éon-
from Corsxca with the Smyrna fleet in tow, suffi-
eiently display his zeal and ability. The ardent wish
he breathes throughout for the honour of his éountry,
and the peace of the world; the alleviation of the
“horrors ef war Whenever it lay in his power; atten-
tion to the sick, to prisoners, and, ‘genetally, to the
“unfortunate ; the weight of responsibility, and -the
disregard of all personal consideration ; hi§ enmity
‘on all occasions to the corrupf application of the
public money; his acuteness in discerning, and
judgmént ini rewarding talent; his orders to-pursue
the enemy, and the selection of men to -execute
thertv; the husbanding of his resources; thé bold
and’ determified attack on the Spanish fleet, with
scarcely half their numerical force; and within three
months after, of the suppression of a dangerous mu-
tiny in his- fleet :—these and 'many other impottait
tongsiderations will shew the character of the man,
_&nhd"hold  him'up as an example to future ages “of‘
pubhc vn'tue and of private worth.” SRR
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Wegare ndw arrlved at an important period in the
war iof sthe revolution: the commencement of the
year 1797 was an era which afforded a boundless
field for political speculation. . Great Britain had
by her,arms and her councils attained an eminence
whence. the politician and the philosopher might
take, a..view of the effects produced and, likely to
follow from the contest in which we were unfortu-
pately -engaged. : .

asThat, the power, the resources, a.nd the courage
of the French had bafiled all calculation has been
shewn;; her, aggrandizement, and the proportional
depression of her neighbours, had become matter
of serious alarm if we had gone to war solely for

S
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the purpose of shutting up the Scheldt, the object
had most completely failed ; and if for the purpose
of combating the hydra of faction and irreligion;
our hopes were almost equally disappointed. If the
acquisitions of France, after the successful, cams
aigns of 1794and 1795, could not be contemplated
w1thout dlsmay, what shall we say of tfle rapid
progress of the French armies on the Rhine and in
ital}ﬂ during the two succeeding years ? what had
chome of the balance of power which, from the
veign. of Elizabeth, had been the fondly cherished
obfect of very British cabmet ? That wise"poli-
th‘dI arrmgement Was now anmhlhted w1thout
much prospect of its restoration, and while France -
acqun'ed fresh- vigour and resources from the very
war i which’she was engaged the enerory of the
continental powers gradually subsided and Britain
- left alone, was loading herself w1th a debt "which
whs likely to produce the most ‘setiots evils to
postetity. * Td sum up in a few words the vast ad-
Vvantages whith General Bonaparte, at the head of
hisivictorious legions, had gained for Ftatice, 'We
¢0p¥ the words of an able political writer:—*'.
v «“Never had the exploits of this celébrated war-
rior and his "conipanions in arms been éxceededz_
In the course of a year they had beett v1cthlous
ite, no less than eighty-four engagements; fourtéen
of which were pitched battles; exchusive! of 'the:
dlain, they hadi taken one hundred . thousand pti~

Pt i ! Sha . t"":“'fﬂﬂ’
w1 % Dodsley's Annual Register, 1797, page gslui ey
G 2
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soners, , and. between two "and "three thousand
pieces of artillery; they had compelled five sove.,
reigﬁ princes, two of them kings, to submit to
their, 6wn terms, and had chased five imperial
armies out, of Italy.” ,

The following is an.outline of the temtory ac-
qulred by the republic of France, from the com-
mencement of the war to the end of 1795: the
Austrian Netherlands, the whole of Holland, the
bishopricks of Liege, Worms, and Spires ;: the
electorates of Treves, Cologne, and Metz; the
duchy of Deux Ponts; the palatinates Juliers and
Cleves, the little republic of Geneva, the duchy of
Savoy, .the principalities of Nice and Monaco in
Italy, and the Spanish provinces of Biscay and
Catalonia.. These countries together were sup-.
posed to contain a populedgion of thirteen millions,,
and the whole of the people were generally well
affected to the French republic.

From the repeated victories of their armies the
French were considered to be invincible, by land,
and the disasters of the British troops in Iolland

"had rendered it doubtful whether our soldiers had
-not degenerated since the days of Marlborough,

~_In1796.and 1797, the superiority of France be-
came still more apparent: she had an overwhelm-,
ing force,.and the population of the country was
generally in favour of the strongest side. FPrussia
had withdrawn from the coalition; Russia, ynder
Paul the First, was indifferent; .apd Austria,-
though, still engaged in the cause, was shackled

[
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with the heavy.deliberations of the German diet ;
and the princes of the league were immoveable
until' totiched by the golden wand of Britain:
Mantus had surrendered, Ifaly‘waé 'overrun froin
the Alps to Otranto, the power of the Catholi¢
church'was ho more; and the Pope was reduced to’
a mere temporal magisirate of Rome. The hopes
-of the house of Bourbon and of the Enghsh minis-
tehs, from the rebellion of La Vendee, had been -
crushed by an amnesty, which for a time dlsarmed
the loyal peasants of the west. ceeero
LiAfter our retreat from Holland, and the disasters
of meeron—bay, ‘all idea of continental invasion’
seems to' have vanished, and we for a-tile were
kept in dread of a reaction. " France either pre-
. tended or was determined to'land an army in Eng—"
land, whatever might be the faie of the soldiers oft
which it was composed. - b
We are now to see what we had gained Lby the
prosecution of the war. If France had been suc~
cessful on the continent, she had lost every thmg'
in @ commercial and maritime point of view her
colonies in every part of the world were reduced;
and her fleets had suffered four defeats; one of-
which was a pitched battle, besides the capture of
inhumerable vessels by the British cruisers, which .
in every instance evinced a vast superiority of
skilt and valour; and while the  trade of our ene- -
mies was either annihilated or driven to shelter
itself underthe disguise of a neutral flag, the com-'
merce of Britain, )notwithstandin’g the fiumerous
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capturea ‘made’ by ‘the enemy 'appedrs from’ thi
niost ‘authientic’ dotuments o hdve exceeded 'all
precedent." co b e b xa it g el ger
Confidence' in the stability of 'the' ‘natfonad'ré-
sources, ‘incréased’ with the demands "rdddeé «upon
them, and the: sums levied by Gieat Britdit' to
meet ‘the expenses of the current yeat, ‘hstoffished
all Eutope, amounting to between forty and fifty
millions sterling while a redundant pOplﬂhtFwn Afl
forded a plenhful supply of men {0 our a&*my ahd
navy ol T o
:-‘Aftér Holland had been ‘overrun by the Freuch,
the ministers appear-to have decided 4 fuestion'of
somié importance against the common’ ﬂeehngéI 'of
the ‘péople; or at least of all such’ad ‘were el
. fuainted with the facts. . W b
*<The “Dutch beginning to’ feel the'pressure!’of
forced loans and heavy contributions t6 supply the
extravagance or the necessities, of ‘their liberators;
wished to convey their wealth to. England, to'se-
cure their money in the British funds, and land
their merchandise free of duty : passports to effect
_this purpose were demanded and refused, by
which it was calculated that twenty millions stex-
ling was kept out of. the country, which might have
beenindded to its capital, and invigorated agricultu-
raland-commercial speculation. The reasons for this
denial of hospitality; so apparently ‘contrary tc out
interests]-were perhaps two-fold ; the first, that by
withdrawing’ their most valuable effects from the
country; Hollaiids would cease: t(o find- defenders;
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the second,. that it might,open a door, for mugh,
fraud upon. the ,revenue, and most probably;dex
prive the navy of its just and well earned, mgﬁﬁ,{
by the captyre of the Batavian trade. .. \hitg
wWe haye already noticed the, failure of the nega:
tiations ,at Paris, and the republican rinsolence
with which the British ambassador was dismissed,
.f;rpm jthat eapital. | The directory,. Whﬂq it pre;
tended, to, be desirous of peace, threw every,oby
stacle in its way, afraid of their-own chtonopq
armies, which had conquered Italy, Germany,.and
Belgium, they prophetically foresaw that the, most
fortunate general would seize the reins of goyerny
ment, dnless by constant employment they were
kept from the temptation.. Peace would-have
brought them to the capital,, and: they- were; ;198
sensible of  their ;own weakness to .suppose tbat
the ejvi], authorlty could resist the vast,aceumusz
lation.of - military power and triumphal splendoug
so flattering tg the pride and vanity of. thq French
pation. ., dt o
. 'That the rupture of this negotlatlon Was entirely
owing to',these considerations, and to the,inord:
nate ambition and selfishness of the directory; can
no longer be doubted. Great Britain offered; tg
resign all the conquests she had made from Francq '
and Holland in the East and West Indies, requiry
ing in return that the armies of the republic,should
evacuate the territories of our German allies, . and
restore Belgium to the Emperor. In dec.lini,ng'»thi,s
offer the directorx saw that they had taken a.re:
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sponsibility upon themselves, which ' required an
explanation to, their constituents, and accordingly
put forth a laboured production, whieh, .though i
might have satisfied the military and the jacobins
who lived by the war, was very far from cohvige+
ing the people, who had at that time acquired a
habit of thinking, greatly assisted by the liberty
of the press.  The French and the Dutch both - exs
pressed much discontent at the rupture of the ne-
gotiation,-particularly the latter, who had been ro-
duced by their losses in war and the stagnation’of
commerce to. the utmost distress: France-had
also drained Holland of her money by means of
loans and rescripts, and under pretence of equipn
ping:an armament, to act in conjunction with Ad-
miral Lucas at the Cape of Good Hope, they had
received .a very large sum, which they had most
dishqqes_,tly; converted to other uses, and allowed
the unfortunate Dutch Admiral and his fleet to fall
into, the hands of Sir George Elphinstone. This
circumstance turned the. public opinion in' Hol-
Iand. strongly against France, and produced re-
sults highly favourable to the cause of real free-
dom and rational hbefty‘ ; ‘

- The, hopes of peace having entirely vanished,
l*rance and Encrland prepared to continue their
struggles .the former for' the gratification of ava-
rice and ambltlon, the latter for her own existence"
and the peace of the world. - l

Great Britain had in the year 1796 concluded’
a treaty of alhance, offenﬂve and defensive, with

€



oOTTVLY b 89

Russia-and :Adstria, whén-the'Empress; Cathiatsné
the Second, died, and left her sol and giideedsir?
Padl the Titst, to prosecute hér plans’of dnibidef
and revenge. I' Catharine, hating aliké tlie FidnéH
republic and the) Austrian: empire,lvas Willihg kg
allow those powerk the liberty of mutually féstoyts
ing each Gthet, while she, remained a tranguil’ Bt
.neb dn iindifferent spéctator; detetmined1at all
events tiot to allow the'.French to acquiré hnyddd
cendancy in Germany. - Pt sndoliog
i The conduct.of the court of Rome was'at €hi¥
¢risis:marked with bigotry, folly, and superstitioi?
The. Pope,;without a soldier who ‘deserved the
name, expected a miraculous deliveraice front thel
arnmies of  his enemies, and set them 'atj-”'d_eﬁﬁﬁifg‘:‘[
the battle. of Arcola “established. the: tri'dtﬁph» gty
France'in Italy, and completed: thevdefestbof fou!
armies. by that of. the republicundef Bona?paﬂréb
Jourdain and Moreau were in the ‘i tithie duLs
tively employed against the troops of'thé Qe
confederacy on the Rhine. These, undéf the &6l
mand of the Archduke Charles, ‘after many‘sévex’él
conflicts, compelled the French' to'fall baick# o1l
Dusseldorf, and to raise the siege ‘of Ehiréhbi‘rt“
stein} next to-Gibraltar the strongest forfrésdiin
Europe, standing opposite to the cityiof Coblafits Ls
on the right bank of the Rhine; and atthe jusiction?
of that river and the Moselle. s B 9niy
While Jourdain was.defeated ton 'the! Fiowets

 Rhine, Moreau was. more successful 6 tHe*Up-
! ‘ . P PRI PO POV T T A
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per ; he made a masterly movement on Strasburgh,
crossed the river, surprised the important fort of
Khel, and_secured a passage for the French armies
into the fruitful and extensive country of Swabia.
The Atchduke, hearing of the success of Moreau,
sought a junction with Wurmser, who commanded
the troops of the Brisgan ; while he turned to the
south, he was again pursued by Jourdain and-
Kleber: these prevented his advancing, while Mo-
reau ..defeated Wurmser at Renchen, before the
latter could receive assistance. Prussia, expeeting
«a share in the spoils of the house of Austria, its
ancient and inveterate enemy, quietly waited the
event, and observed the most profound neutrality;
mean time the victorious Bonaparte reduced Man-
‘tua, and marching to Rome, compelled the Pope to*
sue for peace. The continued reverses of the Austri-
ans on the Rhine, from Strasburgh to Dusseldorf,
preduced at length the celebrated treaty of Campo
Formio, of which we have spoken, and by which Au-
stria forever resigned her dominion overthe country
of Belgium, and received in return the republic of
Venice as a compensation. With these untoward.
events on the continent, our prospects at home
* were in no degree more cheering. Treason and
*sedition either openly stalked; or secretly lurked,
in many parts of the kingdom ; a general mutiny
in the navy, and partial suspicions entertained of
the firmness of the army ; the public funds so low
as.to threaten a national bankruptcy ; a Spanish
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fleet of twenty-seven sail of the line, sailing fiom
Carthagena -with a determination of driving:Sie
John Jervis from the blockade of Cadizy a Dutch
fleet under De Winter, daring to meet -the: good
and gallant Duncan in the North Seas, and aFrench
fleet, with a powerful army, 'preparing to invade
Ireland, where the discontents. of the people ‘pro-
-mised them ample support. :
All these dangers and difficulties were overcome
by the united efforts of a virtuous monarch and a
brave and loyal people; invasion was repelled,:
and foreign armies defeated in the heart of Ire<.
land ; treason punished ; thefleets of ourenemies
captured or destroyed, public credit restored, and
with it prosperity and confidence to ‘the British
empire. C
In the month of May a squadron of hlS Majesty’s

s}ups under the -command of Rear-admiral Sir
Roger Curtis, Bart., having put into Torbay; the
seamen discovered that a mutiny existed. in the
fleet at Spithead, and resolved to join them :. they
accordingly proceeded with the ships to St He:
lens, where finding that every thing had been:sa-
tisfactorily arranged, and that Lord Bridport had
sailed, they returned to obedience and to their
duty. : A

. On the 6th of July, three marines were shot at
Plymouth for endeavouring to excite a mutiny in
their division. r

" On the 10th of November died Frederic William
the Second, king of Prussia.
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"I The following'is' a statement of the British naval
fotde it éommission in the * year 1797 —

R N T e I

ot 3 Sh:ps of t}le live « « .« « . . 124

Yitles e v e e e+ e s e« 18
RIS Trmates ‘e e s e . e« e« « 180 - iH
gl .,.,Sloops Ce e e e e« w1844 Sk

extliisive’ of prison ships and hulks, building
‘dv(reﬁty -two of the hne, three fifties, and nine friv"
ga“tes s : :
'“The course,of victory, after the glorious battle
of ‘Valéntine’ s-day, was mterrupted for a4 short
time-by ‘the ‘events at Spithead and the Nore, but
i’ Oétober the Benius of Britain resumed her tri-
dent; and Batavia felt the weight of her avenging
arniy” theé“elements disposed of ‘the western inva-'
défsitanid the continental powers began to awakén’
frofn“thé ‘delision of French protection. Even
Naples, ‘ the ‘effeminate descendant of mighty
Romel! was roused to assert hier independence ;
and thoufrh’ her army under Mack was defeated,
atid theé Pope became a vassalof France, the efforts’
wei'e{ usefiil to the cause of the allies and of the li-
berty of Europe. '
n AithOUgh the ‘negotiations had been so abruptly
broken Off by the directory in the preceding year,
R’ Brifish government was still desirous of peace,
ifit”¢ould be obtdined on fair and honourable
terms, ' :
«Lord Malmsbury was again named for thé
honourable employment; and ‘Lisle the place'to
which the plenipotentiaries were to repair.
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i The first subject of discussion after their maet-
ing was the title assumed by his Britannic Mag
jesty of ¢ King of France;” the second was a de-
mand fot the restitution of the ships taken.at Tou-
lon; the third to know what were the claims of
Great Britain as to any mortgage upon the Low
Countries : France having taken them as part of her,
.dominions, declared she would not be boynd in
any engagements for money lent or given to the
Emperor, Upon these questions Lord Malmsbury
referred to his court for answers.. To the firstwe
know not that any denial was made at that time;
certain it is that it was soon after conceded;:. (o,
the. second it is difficult to say what objection,
could be offered. This appearing the most, reasony,
able, and naturally to be expectéd, the q,qlgn;owt
ledgment of the government of France entifled. it
fully to restitution, agrecably to Lord Hood’s pro#
clamation;* in virtue of which we should suppiz§§3)
that the ships captured would have *bqeu.ségtj tor,
England with all their stores, and there laid wp, in
ordinary until a peace, when they should, bave,
been returned in whatever state they might hapx
pen to have been ;. this would have been nomore
than fair and honourable dealing : to the third the,
reply was perfectly satisfactory, viz.that, whatevere
claims England might have on Belgium, she would;,
look to Austria alone for their liquidation. 1S,
clear therefore that these demands:could-have
offered no obstacle tg apeace., .+ | oo f

Y

? Sce p. 201, vol. 1, oflhis_work.l L {oab
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1'The project -of the, treaty: presented. by Lord
Malmsbury consisted of twenty artieles, which it
i«suunx';ecess.a.ry‘ to insert ;) it was proposed that wé
should: retain possession of the island of Trinidad
in the:West Indies, as abalance for the acquisitior
made by France of the Spanish-part of St. Dod
mingo; and farther, that we should retain the Cape
of Good Hope and the Dutch settlements in the'-
island of Ceylon, and of the town of Cochin on the
Malabar coast, in exchange for Negapatam. 1t
was however proved in the course of the negoti-
ations] which were protracted to a shameful length
by.the directory, that they had no desire te termi-
ndte the war, and probably for the same causes
which had influenced their motives in the forinerne-!
gotiations, together with some other weighty con«
siderations: The gloomy aspect of affairs in Great
Britainled thein to hope, that by perseveringin the
contest they might finally subvert the monarchy,
or at least render it impotent as far as regarded
contihental interference. The mutiny of the’ fieet
and the rebellion in Ireland gave strong hopes to
thé ‘enemies of England, both foreign and domes-
tic. (With-these considerations the. demands ‘of thié!
French plenipotentiaries rose as the suminér ad-
-vaneed, and after having dragged out a corresporid-
eénce through 'the -months of ‘July and August,’
thiel off the mask and openly declared they would”
haveé restitution of all our conquests, and concedé
nathing in return. This to a'natiop like Great Bri--
tain) Wwho liad fought and bled in the cause bf free-'
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dom| was an insult not enly to her 'valouy, but to
the common.sense of the people, and there is' né
doubt that it was so intended by the French, who
after compelling Spain and Holland, contraty to
their interests, to join in the war against us, pre-
tended that they could not make a peace witheut'
the consent of those powers; nor .abandon the
islands of Ceylon and Trinidad, or the settlement
of the Cape of Good Hope. These places haviig
fallen into our hands, we justly resolved to keep
them by the fairest of all titles, the law of 'con-
quest, in which we had profusely expended both
the money and lives of our best and bravest coun-
trymen. As peace therefore was not to-be ob-
tained. on any terms which our government! could
accept, consistently with its duty, the war, which
had not been interrupted since 1793, was prose:
cuted with vigour and crowned with success. - + !
From this digression we return to the operations
of the navy, for which the enterprise and act1v1ty~
" of France found full employment.

The cruisers were equally active on every sta-
tion, and crowded our ports with captures, :' The
British commerce suffered no doubt from vdrioust
depredations, but on the whole the balance was il
our favour, and if we except their small coasting
trade, the flag of an enemy was rarely to be met
with on the ocean.. The squadrons under Sir Johr
Warren and other active officers, pursued their
enemy into every port and creek, from one ex-i
treme of their coast to the other; and it might be

»
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said, that from the Ems to the Triest they weré.
kept in a state of constant alarm, and saw with re-
gret the triumph of the. British navy, and the de-
struction or capture of thelr ¢ ships, commerce,
‘and colonijes.”

The same officer with his squadron, cruising off
Ushant in the month of July, fell in at day-light
off the west end of the Saints, with a frigate, a
ship-corvette, and a brig, with fourteen sail of
vessels under convoy; eight of these latter ke cap-
tured ; the frigate and a brig laden with ordnance
and naval stores he sunk, the rest escaped; the
frigate was called La Calliope, mounting thirty-
six guns and three hundred men. Captain John
Chambers White, of the Sylph, made himself con=
spicuous on this occasion, anchoring his brig
within pistol-shot of the enemy’s frigate as she lay
on shore, and completely destroying her.

Sir John soon after: drove. on shore, near the
Sable d'Olonne, an enemy’s convoy; and destroyed
a gun-boat and a cutter of eighteen guns and one
hundred men. '

In the month of September Captam Woolley,
of the Arethusa, captured La Gaieté, a French
corvette of twenty guns and one hundred and
eighty men.

Captain Keats, in the Boadicea, captured in
November, La Railleur, of twenty guns and one
hundred and sixty men, in the Bay of Biscay.

On the 8th of December, the Diana, Captain
Faulknor, captured La Mouche, French privatcer,
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- of eighteen guns and one hundred and twenty-two
men, ;

On the 17th of December Captain Cunningham,
of the Clyde, having taken.a French privateer of
twenty-two guns, called La Dorade, the prisoners
were removed, and the master, with twenty-séven

“men, put on board: it came on to blow with ex-
treme violence, and at half past four in the after-
noon the prize upset; the Clyde being to wind-
ward bore up to assist her, but no boat except the
jolly-boat could be found to swim; in this an
officer ‘with four men boldly ventured to approach
the floating wreck, taking with them a number of
light lines to throw to the people who had
scrambled upon her bottom. ~Captain Cunnmgg
ham finding the frigate drifted faster to leeward
than the wreck, with. admirable judgment set his
courses and stood on fifteen minutes, then wore
and stood back for the same spacé of time, by
which means he exactly met his boat when it had
become dark, and received her on board, with
four men which they had succeeded in saving out
of twenty-eight.

VOL. II. - H .
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CIAP. V.-

Duncan commands in the North Seas—His limits—Russian Auxili-
aries found useless—Return home—Their officers in our service—
Swedes in the French service—Duncan cruises off the Texel—
Phoenix takes the Argo—Gallant action of Trollope in the Glaiton
~—State of the Dutch navy and eommerce—Northern coufederacy .
~Hoslility of Denmark under the ncutral flag—Phoenix takes
vessels out of the ports of Norway—They are returned—Prudence
of British government—Ambition and covetonsness of France—
She is supplied with naval stores by neutrals—Upright and honour-
able conduct of our courts of admiraliy—Preparations of Great
Britain for a rupture with the northern powers—Projects of France
upon Ireland—Dutch fleet saifs—Batile of Camperdown—Official
letters—"Trial of Captain Williamson—Observationsand reflections.

Tre command of the North-Sea station was stilk
held by Admiral Duncan, whose limits extended from
the South Foreland to Shetland, and from Calais
to an indefinite distance on the coast of Norway.
The Admiral had his flag in the Venerable, of se-
venty-four guns ; and under his orders from sixty to
seventy sail of pendants, including two sail of the
line of the smaller class, a Russian squadron of twelve
sail of the line, and seven large frigates, joined him
and obeyed his orders: but on the approach of
winter they were found to be in so bad a state as to
require great repairs, and were therefore sent into
British ports: one of them, a seventy-four, was frap-
ped together, and in a gale from the westward was.
compelled to bear away for the Elbe; so that Great
Britain derived no other advantage from these auxi-
liaries than the honour of repairing them; and sup-

c
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plying their insatiable wants. They were at length
dismissed, as being worse than useless, but ‘a few
Russian officers were permitted to serve in' our navy
in order to acquire a knowledge of the profession.
This was not an impolitic measure : they were all
young men of the first distinction in the ‘Russian
empire, and the nautical knowledge they acquired,
.could only be slightly prejudicial to England in case
of hostility ; while the probability of such an event.
was placed at a greater distance by this friendly
connexion. The Swedish nobles were admitted into
the French navy upon the same terms, and the mu-
tual political attachment between that power and
Francehasbeen long known, and the effects of it duly
appreciated. The detachment of Russia from France
was of more consequence than its alliance with us ;
inasmuch as Russia, by the means of her naval ship-
ping, could greatly have swelled the nuinber of an
invading enemy, the constant threat, if not the ob-
ject, of the French government.

Admiral Duncan with his fleet cruised in' the
neighbourhood of the Dutch coast, and frequently
came in sight of the Texel, where the Gallo-Bataviar
fleet lay at anchor, watching an opportunity to es+
cape, which, when effected, generally ended i their
capture in some distant part of the world. '

The- Argo, a Dutch frigate of thirty-two guns and.
two hundred and fifty men, which we have seen
chased into Egeroe with two brigs of war, had long
been blocked up in the harbour of Fleckeroe in Nor-
way: the captain was by some means of persuasion’

> H2
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induced to put to sea Wi'th,;his‘squadron, and sail
for the Texel. He appeared off that port on the 12th
of May, and was intercepted by the North-Sea fleet :
the Pheenix of thirty-six guns, Captain L. W. Hal~
sted, was ordered by the Admiral to chase: she
quickly came up with and captured the frigate, after
a short action, in which the enemy had five -or six
men killed, and about twenty wounded ; on our side
one was killed; and one wounded. The two brigs
were chased by the Pegasus, Captain Ross Donelly;
one was captured, the other ran on shore, and was
wrecked. . .

A gillant action was fought by Captain Henry
" Trollope in the Glatton, of fifty-four guns and three
hundred and fifty men, against a. French squadron
of very superior force. The action commenced at
ten o'clock at night: the enemy waited in line for
the Glatton to come down to them, in doing which
. Captain Trollope lost no time: The Glatton had
been: built. for an East-Indiaman, .and was armed
with sixty-eight-pound cannonades, a species.of gun
with which Captain Trollope had ‘been. particularly
successful in the late war. In twenty minutes he had
silenced - his opponents, and obliged them to make
their retreat, leaving the British ship.so disabled in
her_running rigging, as to be incapable of pursu-
ing, On the following day, Captain Trollope had =
distinct view of the force which he had engaged :
it,consisted of two large frigates, three corvettes or
sloops.of war, a brig, and a cutter: they had no in-
clination to renew. the action, and the bad sailing of
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the Glatton prevented his compelling them to do it:
They retired into Flushing, where Captain Trollope
watched ‘them until relieved. He was very soon af-
ter appointed to the Russel of seventy-four guns,
and continued attached to the North-Sea fleet.
On this station there was’ little to attract our no-
tice from the period of the conquest of Holland, by
. General Pichegru, in the winter of 1794 and 1795,
until the year 1797. The Dutch fleet and the com-
merce of the Batavian republic, were pent up in the
ports of the Texel and Hollands Deep. The contri-
butions levied  on the merchants by the French, far
exceeded any thing which they had ever paid to the
government of the Stadtholder. Their young men
of all ranks were indiscriminately enrolled to serve
in the French armies, and they now found themselves
united with France, in the full enjoyment of all the
benefits which the French revolution could bestow. -
The European powers had been. either actively
engaged or insidiously employed on one “side or
the .other in this eventful contest; the Danes and
Swedes, with some of the Hanse-towns; became the
carriers of Europe, and reaped a great harvest.
Their flags were however so much employed in’ co-
vering and conveying warlike stores to our enemiies,
that- it excitéd the jealousy of the British govern-
ment, and orders were given to all the ‘cruisersto
examine the wessels of these nations with the most
scrupulous exactness, These two powers it will be’
remembered had, in the year 1780, in conjunction
with Russia formed what was called the Northern:

32291
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Confederacy, or armed neutrality, whose principle
of action was, “that free bottoms made free goods.”
This proposition once.established, the enemies of
Great Britain would carry on all their trade under a
neutral flag; that of a belligerent would never have
appeared except in a ship of war. Independently
of supplying our enemies with such naval and war-
like stores as they could not always have procured,
the British commerce would have been destroyed,
and'the seamen in the king’s service, by this fraudu-
lent concealment of the enemy’s property, deprived
of their just reward of prize-money. The Danes and
Swedes bore the restrictions imposed on this traffic
with extreme impatience ; but Russia not being a
commercial power, nor at that time in a situation to
join with them in another league against England,
they were forced for a time to submit. In the mean
while it must be acknowledged, that Denmark, at
least, used every means to annoy the British trade
in the Baltic, to which. our government submitted
with a patience and forbearance almost amounting
to pusillanimity. .

The coast of Norway is well known to be indented
with secure harbours, particularly between Chris-
tiana and North Bergen: in'these the privateers of
France found a sure asylum and assistance in case
of need ; and while protected by the Danish govern-
ment, committed the greatest depredations in our
Baltic trade. Nor was it possible for the most vigi-
lant cruiser to protect the convoys on all occasions,
\as they were obliged, of necessity, to pass near the

[
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Naze, on their passage in or out of the Sleeve. The
privateers and Tow-boats, concealed behind a'rock,
or in some little cove, darted on them, either by
night or day, and boarding suddenly, carried them
within some jutting head land, or under the protec-
tion of a merely nominal battery, where a honey-
combed gun, without ammunition, represented the
- power of Denmark, and established the neutrality of
the port. This had long been endured by the mer-
chants, when very serious complaints were made to
Admiral Duncan, who sent Captain Halsted, in the
Pheenix,* with verbal and discretionary orders, to act
as circumstances might require. The Plicenix was
accompanied by a small squadron, and cruised off
the harbour of Egeroe, not far from the Naze;
where he soon gained information that a French and
a Dutch cutter, with three English prizes, had taken
refuge. Captain Halsted sent his boats in, and took
them all out. The privateers, though vesséls of force,
surrendered without opposition; the edemy, as well
as the'Danes, cautiously avoiding to give the slight-
est justification of our aggression. The two pri-
vateers and the three merchant vessels were sent to
England for adjudication ; but, on a representatlon
from the court of Copenhagen, were immediately
returned .to the place whence they were taken.
Such was the temporizing policy of Great Britain,
in order, if possible, to avert the dreaded repetition
of the northern confederacy, which, at last, after
every fruitless concession on our part, actually took

* 'The Auther was third licutenant of this ship.
»
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place, and' left us; from Archangel to' Otchakoff, if
i,'vwneme)gcepti.Lis,bori.i .'andﬂ‘Gibralta{r,x not -one friendly
port in Europe. -

- Ministers, no - doubt, acted with great prudence,
imnot:precipitating the country into fresh quarrels.
‘While France, Spain, and Holland,were united against
" us,-we were contending, not. only' for ouriown in-
‘dependence, but for that of all Europe, which was in
danger from the inordinate ambition” of the Frendh
nation, guided by ‘a spirit of plunder, rapine; and
devastation. Denmark and Sweden had neither the
discernment - to -see, -nor the generosity-to ackndw-
ledge,. our.claims to their indulgence, while eons
tending for the common cause. Events which fol-
lowed - each other, in rapid succession, very soon
proved the fact that, but for Great Britain, those two
-powers:would have become provinces of Franée, dnd;
like- Prussia; have been governed by a military pre-
fect. To/gratify the avarice of a few merchants of
Copenliagen and: Stockholm, those courts were will:
-ingto.endanger their political existence, and:throw
down ithe only. bulwark between freedom and des:
potism; - ) ;

The naival arsenals of France were supplied with
bemp;iron, masts; and yards, from Russia; Sweder,
and: Norway. Ships thus freighted became, ‘to.the
British blockading squadrons, objects of the greatest
interest:: mumbers of them were captured in the very
act dfentering the ports of the Texel, Brest, Cadiz,
Toulon,and Carthagéna: their cases were fairly and
ﬁ,b]‘yf‘aﬁg.‘med-‘before the ‘judges of the courts of ad-
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miralty : both.at home and abread, the King’s advo-
cate on the side of the. captors, the Solicitor-general
and the most learned counsel for the claimants, were
' heard with equal indulgence, and judgment pro-
nounced with an impartiality worthy of the best
days of Greece or Rome. The decisions, which
are all recorded, are, in general, replete with-wis-
. dom and acute reasoning; and even the neutral
claimants themselves have often appealed with con-
fidence, and have not been dlsappomted by the
award of our judges. :

Great Britain had no other resources for her supply‘
of naval stores than those above mentioned, with
the Adriatic'and North America: from the former,
France, our chief opponent, drew the principal part
of hers, The command of the seas put it in our
power to intercept and prevent their falling into the
hands of the enemy, and that power we used: with
mercy for our own preservation.. In 1796, the open
hostility of the northern confederacy .might. have
been fatal to our navy, as the quantity of naval stores
remaining on hand #vas too small to afford a hepe
of their lasting to the end of the war; but the go:
vernment, foreseeing that a rupture must mevitably
ensue, provided an abundant supply of materials fox
naval equipment: ship timber was imported from
the Adriatic, masts and hemp from North America ;
while not only the navy board, but also private mer-
chants, made very large importations from the Bal-
tic: and the number of British ships which passed

the Sound in one year, amounted to four thousand
. .
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four hundred and fifty-five; chiefly laden with naval
:stores, corn, tallow, hides, hemp, and iron: at the
isame time, the most rigid economy was enjoined
and- enforced in the dock-yards, and on board the
ships of war. With these precautions, the mation
was -enabled to meet the coming storm, and was in
-a condition, in the year 1800, if not to seek, at
least not to dread, hostilities; while the trade of
our enemies was reduced to the same difficulties.and
.evasions to which Great Britain had been subjected
at the conclusion of the American war.

The mutiny of the British navy, of which a very
full account has been given, induced the Dutch
patriots to hope that their fleet might success-
fully contend against ours, which they fondly ima-
gined was in a very disorganized state. If such
was their conviction, they were speedily undeceived,
as the seamen themselves had declared, that, “should -
the enemy put to sea, they would go out and fight
them, and ‘then return into port and renew their
complaints;”

‘BATTLE OF CAMPERDOWN.

The French government had in contemplation the
invasion of Ireland, and the fleet of the Texel was
‘therefore 'sent to sea as a powerful diversion: but
the bést fleet which Holland could furnish -was in-
competent to contend with the inferior ships of our
mavy ; for of such was the fleet of Admiral Duncan
composed, with the exception of three or four that
were ordered to join him from Portsmouth 4 few
days previous 'to the action.
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The Dutch ships were generally very bad sailers:
they had lain so long in harbour as to beecome foul ;
their crews, from want of practice, were awkward
and inexperienced ; and their officers, though brave,
were unskilful. .

Tlhey sailed on the 8th of October; and intelli-
gence of this event was first communicated to Mr.
. Hamilton, master of the Active, cutter, by a Dutch
fishing-boat. This officer lost not 2 moment in con-
veying the news to Captain Trollope, of the Russel,
who commanded the squadron off the Texel during
the temporary absence of the Commander-in-chief
with the fleet; which ,was at Yarmouth receiving
supplies of provisions and water. Mr. Hamilton
was sent to him, and on the 10th conveyed by sig-
nal, from the back of Yarmouth-sands to the flag-
ship, that the enemy was at sea: not a moment ‘was
lost in preparing to meet them. On the morning of
the 11th the Admiral arrived upon his old cruising
ground, and saw the Russel to leeward with the sig-
nal flying for an enemy’s fleet : he instantly bore up,
and at eleven o’cloek got sight of the object of his
anxious wishes, which for two years he had, watched,
and never expected to see outside of the Neiu Deep.
Here was no delay, no unnecessary manceuvres, in
forming lines or making dispositions: the DBritish.
Admiral, to use a sea phrase, “dashed at them,”
and at half-past twelve at noon cut through their
line, and got between them and their own coast.
No means of retreat was allowed, a general action
ensued, and, by the greatest part of the Dutch fleet, .

»
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was bravely maintained : a'wish” on’ their part was,
however; early shewn to withdraw from- their anta-
.gonistsp'and ' they kept constantly edging away for
their:own shore, until their progress was arrested in
nine fathoms water, off the heights or sand-hill$ of
Camperdown, about three leagues from the land.
Vice-admiral Onslow, in the Monarch, bore down in
the most undaunted style on the enemy’s rear, broke
through his line, and engaged his opponent to lee-
~ ward, the wind being dead on the land at west-
north-west. Admiral Duncan selected the Dutch Ad~
miral; who had his flag in the Vryheid of seventy-
four'guns, as his opponent : in running down to her
he' was Opposed by the States General, a Dutch ship:
of ‘seventy-six guns, bearing a rear-admiral’s flag,
whosé fire the Venerable soon silenced, forced him
to quit the line, and then praceeded to the Vryheid,
whichk he engaged for two hours and a half until
that+ ship! was completely dismasted. The action
was general between the fleets, with the exception of
two'or three ships on either side, whose captains pre-
served a very cautious distance. The Dutch Admiral
diépiéyed, ‘in his own person, the most undaunted -
valourjvind was well supported by some of his
countrymeén; but was compelled at length to yield to
superior skill, it would be untrue to say superior
bravery About the same time that Vice-admiral
Onslow, in “the Monarch, silenced his opponent, the
- Dufch Vice-admiral and the whole of his fleet were
throwio-into: confusion, twelve sail struck their co-
lgui¥ and:surrendered; but owing to the bad wea

‘
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ther which succeeded, and the disabled state of our
ships, only nine were secured :.the Delft of sixty«
four guns, with a valuable cargo and two hundred
men, went down the second day after the action..

This was one of the severest, and certainly the
most decisive engagements, that ever was.fought
between the two nations, and produced an .effect

. upon the maritime powers of Europe highly advan-
tageous.to the character and interests of the British:
empire: had the event been different, the norghérm
powers would not have hesitated to have joined.
France for the purpose of our subjugation, and to;
their blind revenge would have sacrificed their own.
existence. By the defeat of the Dutch fleet on.the;
eastern coast, the designs of the French directory
were completely disconeerted on the western side of
the kingdom., '

The loss sustained of killed and Wounded. iy thee
British fleet was upwards of seven hundred,;, that.of
the Dutch was never correctly glven but in each of
the two flag-ships there were two hundred. and ﬁfty
killed or wounded.

We shall conclude this chapter with the, ofﬁmal
letters and returns relative to this action; and Somes
observations on its pohtlcal effects in Europe, ;-

S
LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY e

Admiralty-office, October 16, /17971

Captain Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived: 'thxs
morning, with despatches from Adam Dunéan, Esq.
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admiral of the blue, commander-in-chief of his
Majesty’s. ships, &c. employed in the North Sea, to
Evan Napean, Esq. secretary of the admiralty, of
which the following are copies:—-

Venerable, at sea, 13th October, 1797,

off the coast of Holland.
SIR,
Be pleased to acquaint the lords commissioners of the admiralty,

" that judging it of consequence their lordships should have as early in-

v

formation as possible, of the defeat of the Duteh fleet, under the com-
mand of Admiral De Winter, I despatchied the Rose cutter, at three
P. M, on the 12th (11th) instant, with a short letter to you, inimedi-
ately "after the action was ‘ended: I have now farther to acquaint
you, for their lordships’ information, that in the night of the 10th in-
stant, after I had seut away my letter to you of that date, X placed my
squadron in such a situation as to prevent the enemy from returning

-to the T'exel, without my falling in with them. At nine o’clock in the

morning of the 11th, 1 got sight of Captain Trollope’s squadron, with

- signals flying for an enemy to leeward; 1 immediately bore up, and

made the signal for a general chase, and soon got sight ol them, form-

"ing in a line on the larboard tack to receive us, the wind at N. W,

As we approached near, I made the signal for the squadron 1o shorten
sail, in order to connect them; soon after I saw the land between
Camperdown and ligmont, about nine miles te the lceward of the
enemy. Finding there was no time to be lost in making the atlack, I
made the signal to bear wp, break the enemy’s line, and engage them
to leeward,. each ship her opponent, by which 1 got between them
and the land, whither they were fast approaching, My signals were
obeyed with great promptitude ; and Vice-admiral Onslow, in the Mo-
narch, bore down on the enemy’s rear, in the most gallant manner,
his division following his example, and the action commenced about
forty minates past twelve o’clock. The Venerable soon got through
the ecnemy’s line, and I began a close action, with my division on their
van, which lasted near two hours and a half, when I observed all the
masts of the Dutch Admiral’s ship to go by the board: she was, how- -
ever, defended for some time in a most gallant manner; but being
overpressed by numbers, her colours were struck, and Admiral De
‘Wiater was soon brought on board the Venerable. On looking around
me I observed the ship bearing the Vice-admiral’s flag was also dis-
masted, and had surrendered to Vice-admiral Onslow ; and that many
others had likewise struck. Vinding we were in nine fathoms water,
and not farther than five miles from the land, my attention was so
much taken up, in getting the heads of the disabled ships off shore,
that I was not able to distinguish the number of ships captured; and

«
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the wind having been constantly on the land since, we have unavoid.
ably been much dispersed, so that I have not been able to gain an
exact account of them ; but we have taken possession of eigh{ or nine?
more of them bad struck, but taking advantage of the night, and be-
ing so near their own eoast, they succeeded in getting off, and some of
them were seen going into the Texel the next morning.

It is with the greatest pleasure and satisfaction I make known to
their Jordships, the very gallant behaviour of Vice-admiral Onslow,
the captains, officers, seamcun, and marinces, of the squadron,-who all
appeared actuated with the truly British spirit; at least, those that I
had an opportunity of seeing.

. One of the enemy’s ships caught dire in the action, and drove very -
near the Venerable; but 1 have,the pleasure to say it was extin-
guished, and she is one of the ships in our possession. The squadron
has suffered much in their masts, yards, and rigging, and many of them
have lost a number of men; however, in no proportion o that of the
enemy, 'The carnage on board the two ships that bore the Admirals’
flags, has been beyond all description; they have had no less than two
hundred and fifty men killed and wounded on board of each ship.
And here I have to lament the loss of Captlain Burgess, of his Majesty’s
ship the Ardent, who brought that ship into action in the most gallant
and masterly manner, but was unfortunately killed soon after. How-
ever, the ship continued ihe action close, until quite disabled. The
public have lost a good and gallant officer in Captain Burgess, and 1,
with others, a sincere friend.

Captain Trollope’s exertions and active good conduct, in keeping
sight of the enemy’s fleet until I came up, have been iruly meritorious,
and, I trast, will meot a just reward.

I send this by Captain Fairfax, hy whose able advice I profited
much during the action; and who will give their lordships any farthep
particulars they may wish_to know.

As most of the ships of the squadron are much disabled, and seve-
ral of the prizes dismasted, I shall make the best of my way with them
to the Nore.

I herewith transmit you a list of killed and wounded, on board such
of the squadron as I have been able to collect; a list of the enemy’s
Hfleet opposed fo my squadron, and my line of battle on the. day of.
action.

I am, Sir,
Y our most obedient humble servant,
ADAM DUNCAN.
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List and disposition of the Dutch fleet on the,
11¢% October, 1797

Van.
Vice-admiral Reynijes, commander.

Ships. Commanders. Guns. Men.
Cerberus . ~ Capt.Jacobson . . . . 68 . 450
Deift . . . Verdoorn . « o« 66 . 375 taken.

. Vice-admiral Reynues .
Jupiter . § Lo adm Tme } . 74 . 550taken.
Alkmaar . . Capt. Kraft . . ... 56 . 350 taken.
Haerlem . . Wiggerts o . o . 68 . 450 taken.
Munnikkendam —— Lancaster e o .« 44 . 270 taken.
Heldin . . —— Dumisnilde L’Eestrille 382 . 230
Daphine (brig) . Lieut. Fredericks . . . 18 . 98
Centre.
Admiral De Winter, commander-in-chief.

Ships. Commanders. Guns. Men.
‘Wassenaer . Capt. Holland® . . . - 64 . 450 taken.
Batavier . . —— Souters . . . . 56 . 350

(‘t,lg hﬂ% erty) } _Adml. De Winter Van Rossem 74 . 550 taken.
States General Rear-admiral Story . . . 74 . 550
Leyden . . Capt. Musquetier . . . 68 ., 450
Mars . . . Koif . . . . . 4 . 400
‘Waaksaamheid —— Licut. Nicrop .. 24 . 150
Minerva .. . —— Eilbracht . . . . 24 ., 150
Galatea (brig) - Lieut. Riverg . . . . 18 . 98
Atalanta (brig) —~—- Plets . + . « 18 ., 98

Rear.

' Rear-admiral Bloys, commander.

Ships. ~ Commanders. Guns, Men.
Admiral Darries  Capt. Zegers -« » .« 68 . 450 taken..
Hercules . Van Rysoort . ., . 64 . 450 taken.
Brutus + .+ Rear-admiral Bloys . . 74 . 550
Beschermer . Capt.Hinxtt™ . . . . 5 . 350
gﬁglﬁ?;l‘ll:lify) § —— Ruysen . . . . 68 . 450 takeh.
Ambuscade. . Lieut. Hays . . . 32 . 270 taken.
Ajax (brig) . Lieuat. Arkenbout ., . . 18 , 98
Haasje (Aviso) - Hartenfeld . . . 6 . 35

N.B. Another line-of- batlle ship, reported to be tuken, name un-
kuown.
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Disposition of the squadron, in order of battle, the
11¢k of October, 1797.

Larboard or Lee Division.
Richard Onslow, Esq. vice-admiral of the red, commander.

Ships, Commanders. Guns. Men. Killed, Wounded.
Russel , . Capt, Hen. Trollope . 74 690 — o+
Director . .+ —— Wm. Bligh . . 64 491 ~— —
Montagn . -——— John Knight . . 74 590 — —

~~, Veteran . —— George Gregory . 64 491 -— —

o Vice-admiral Onslow
Monarch . § oot H0Nd, O'Bryen § 74 %99 36 100

Powerful . —— W.O'Brien Drury74 690 10 78
Monmouth . —— J. Walker . , 64 491 b 22
Agincourt . ~—— John Williamson 64 ~ 491 — -
Repeaters.
Beaulieu, frigate, 40 guns, Captain Francis Fayerman.
Cutters,—Rose, King George, Active, Diligent; Speculator, lugger,

7 Starboard or Weather Division.
Adam Duncan, Esq. admiral of the blue, and commander-in-chief,
&o. &e. &e. '
Ships. Commanders. * Guns, Men, Killed., Wounded.
Triumph . Capf, W, H. Essington 74 640 29 55

Admiral Duncan
Venerable § Gart Geo Fairhx § 7 098 18 @

Ardent . - Rich. R. Burgess 64 491 41 107

Bedford . —— SirTho. Byard . 74 500 80 41
Lancaster , —— John Wells . . 64 491 3 18
Belliqueux —— Jobn Inglis . . 64 491 25 78
Adamant , —— Wm, Hotham . §0 343 —_ -
Isis . . = Wm Mitchell . 50 343 — —
'J
Repeaters,

Ships. Guns, Men. Commanderss
Beauliews . « « 40 . 280 . Capt. F. Fayerman.
Circe . + o - o 2 .« 200 . -—— Peter Hajket.
Martin (sloop) » . 16 . 126 . —— Hon, Chas. Paget.
Rose (cuiter) .« . « « o Lieut. Brodie.' !
KingGeorge & « o o o ~——w- Rains. T
Active "« « + & o o » o Mr Hamilton,

Diligent « » = » s =+ o o Mr Dawson.
Specalator . . + . » «  Mr Hales.
I .

YOL. II. y

rd
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EEL T © v Veherabley off Orfordneys,

el ,§u} Ontobm 15, 1797.

In qdd}txon to my: letter of ﬂxe 13th instant comammg thie ‘particii-
faré Of thoaction ef the L1th, and which I ‘havd yot. been able - to
sgnd;away until this. day, I'have to acquaint you, for the informa-
tion of the lo‘rds commlsmoncrs of the admiralty, that from'the'wind
eontinning: ‘t6 blowon the Dutch coast;: the ships haye had great diffi-
culty.in’ keemng off. the shore, and that we have unavoidably been sc-
parated. ~ On Friday last the wind blew strong from thé W, 8. Wifo
WiN./'W.iand continued :so. to do until baturday morningy it then
shifted to the north, when I made the - signal to wear, stood fo the
westward, and fortunately anchored here a5t evening ;' the Venetablé
Beirig 50 leaky, that, with-al} her pumps going, we.could but just kecp
her free. This morning I observed the undermeutxoned ships* at
anchor near us, three near the Kentish Knock, and fhree in Hos]ey&
bay.. - Fhe wind is at N. W. aud much against the dlsabled ships;. X
have therefore sent the L'mcaster and Beaulieu out to render thcm
assmtance

"Sir. Thomas Williams; in- the. Endymion, who joined, me the day
after. the action, 1 also sent in shore to keep by and assist the disabled
slnps and I am informed thaf; inthe course of the night, he fell- in
with a Diatch ship of the.line off the Texel, and had engawed her, but
Ihave not heard the particulars,

T am, Sir, '
-  Your most obedient humble servant,
Evan Napear, Esq. . ADAM DUNCAN,

“By:comparing-the lists the seaman will: perceive
that;sin point. of -effective force, the:advantage, was
rather'on the side of - the English’; not, however, in
so-gréat d degree as to ensure a eomplete victory
The'Dutch, in all their former wars, had been amonm
our’bravest and most successful rivals: in.. many;
actions ‘we had met with obstinate resistance ; and i
thiéJast general engagement ori-the Dogger-bank; in,
thé yedri78l, fought between Sir Hyde Parkes and
‘Admiral Zoutman, both sides claimed' the vietoryy
thQ}lgh after a very hard fought actlon nelther side
had: taken,e a. shxp,

¢ Monarch, Pmi'erful: Langaster, Béaulicu! :

«
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In the action- of .the 11th of Octobér, 1797, the
superiority of Britain over the Dutch was unéquivo-
cally acknowledged and established ; but while we
justly. claim the pre-emmence, let us do-justice ‘to

_ the valour of our opponents. Under all the disad=
vantages of inactivity and consequent want of prac-
’txce, the resistance made by the- Batavian fleet was

\\\ery respectable, and the number of killed and
wounded in the British fleet, though of very inferior
force fo that of Sir John Jervis, and little more than
half of that under the command of Earl Howe, was
more than double that of the first; and nearly equal
to that 'of the second : this proves what the Dutch
would have done if left to their own energies. But
the power of France had overwhelmed the United
Provinces, their spirit was crushed, their property
confiscated to supply the rapacity of a “liberating
army,” their youth marched away to fight, in distant
and unhealthy climates, battles in which their coun-
try had mo interest;, the Dutch, in fact, were slaves;
and had inglotiously sunk under that power to-whomy
in the preceding century, they had dictated.a; peace
in the capital of France.* Of this melancholy truth-
they ‘were sensible in the battle of Camperdown;
ihefy knew the victory, if obtained, was not for. them,
and defeat would render them no worse than they:
had- been. - De Winter behaved nobly, and.is. said
to have been the only person on his ¢uarter-deck

* Treaty of Aix La Chapelle, the terms of which, accor(iing to Vol-
taire, were arranged by Vanbenning at St. Germain, not far from’
Paris. See Histoire Génésule de la Belgique, tom. vi. p. 19.

y 12
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that was not either killed or wounded : when con-
ducted a prisoner on board the Venerable he pre-
sented his sword to Admiral Duncan, who ¢ourte-
ously returned it to him with an appropriate coms
pliment. De Winter and Duncan were: two of the
tallest and finest men of their fleets: Admiral Dun-
can had been reckoned the handsomest man of his
time in the reign of George the Second; and even.
at his advanced age, had a noble and commandiiig
appearance. De Winter is said to have lamented
with bitterness, that in the midst of the carnage, which
literally floated the decks of the: Vryheid in blood,
he alone should have been spared. Towards the con-
clusion of the action, the Hercules, one of the Dutch
-ships, took fire in her poop and burnt furiously ; it
was, however, soon got under and extinguished by the
exertions of the officers and seamen of the Triumph.*
Two days of bad weather succeeded the action;
the fleet being' close to the land off Camperdown in
a very crippled state, and the wind blowing on the
shore, it was with the utmost difficulty the disabled
ships were preserved; and one or two of the prizes,
taking'.advantage of these circumstances, escaped
into the Texel ; the Delft. went down astern of the
ship which had her in tow: they had been taken
possession of,- but the number of English put on
board, was too limited to preserve the command of
the vessels against the Dutch officers and. crews,

“ * The two admirals, after the duties of the day were arranged,
dined together on board the Venerable in the most amicable manners,
and concluded the evening with a rubber of whist.

«
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Sir Thomas Williams, in the Endymion frigate of
forty guns, engaged a Dutch ship of the line, and
endeavoured to prevent her entering the passage of
the Haeks, but in vain. It was not till the 14th that
Admiral Duncan was enabled to reach the anchorage
of Hosely-bay; the Venerable had, at that time, four
feet'water in her hold.

« Vice-admiral Onslow greatly distinguished him-
self in this action; he thought it was his duty to
engage the Dutch Vice-admiral, and was about to
pass under his stern for that purpose, when Captain
O’Brien observed to him that the Dutch Admiral’s
second had closed up with him so near as to prevent )
any ship passing between them through the line:
“The Monarch will make a passage,” replied Onslow;,
as he kepton his course. The second to the Dutch Ad-
miral, fearing to be laid on board by his resolute ene-
my, opened his distance so as to admit him, and, as a
reward for his want of determination, received the
broadside of the Monarch. into his bows, while the
other broadside was poured, with equal effect, into
the stern of the Dutch Vice-admiral, whom he com-
pelled to surrender. The ships that bore the brunt
of the action were, the Venerable, Monarch, Bedford
Isis, Powerful, Ardent, Belliqueux, Lancaster, Tr1-
umph, and Monmouth; of these the Monarch and
Ardent suffered the most, the former having one
hundred and thirty-six, and the latter one hundred
and forty-eight, killed and wounded. Captain Bur-
gess, of the Ardent, was the only officer of his rank
who fell on this occasion. The ships which we have
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‘fiot nained’ in the Britié}i ‘fleet had noneé killed or
wotnded : the ‘conduct of one or two aptains elicited
thé séverest censure.~We do not assert that because
fione aré hurt on board 2 ship engaged with -an
enemy;- that’she must necessarily have failed in her
dufy; a contrary inference may be drawn from seve-
ral distinguished actions in the late war: Captain
(now)'Sir James Saumarez, in the Crescent frigate;
took a ship of equal force, killed .or wounded oife
third of her crew, and had only one of his-own
people slightly hurt; and Captain (now) Sir'Ro-
bert Barlow, in the Phoebe, took the Africaine, of
supetior force, and with a prodigious slaughter on
board the enemy, had no one killed in his-own ship:
these are proofs of great skill and good fortune, and
the same may undoubtedly happen in 4 general dction.
between fleets : but where a ship attracts the notice
of ‘those around her, by keeping out of gun-shot
whilé the others are warmly engaged, the com-
mander-in-chief would not perform his duty were he.
to' pass’it over in silence. Captain Williamson, of
the' Agincourt of sixty-four guns, was, under this
imputation, brought to 4 court-martial soon after the
s,hi_ﬁ: arrived at Sheerness, and ‘it was fully proved.
that hé had taken no part whatever in the action;
he was sentenced to be dismissed from the command
of his ship, and placed at the bottom of the list of
post-captains : his death was reported shortly after,
but it was' generally believed that he changed his
name, and received his half-pay many years longet.
The gallant Duncan arrived” at the'Nore on the

C
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16th of Qctober ;. on the 17th he was created a haron
of Great, Britain, by the,; 1t1es pf Baron Dnnca,n(),f
Lundie; and Viscount; Dupcan -of Camperdown,
Niceradmiral Onslow; was created .a baronet ; ggld
medals, were struck to commemorate the vlctory, and
presented, to. the admirals and, captains, in, the samne
mannen as after the 1st-of June, and 14th, of. Fe,
bruary.-~The thanks of both houses. of parhamept
were voted to the admirals, captains, officers, sear
men, and marines; Lord Duncan was presented with
the, freedom of the city of London, and-a sword va:
Jued at two hundred guineas; and the vice- admxra
Sir Richard Onslow, was also presented with, the
freedom- .of the ¢ity, and a sword of one h\mdredr
guineas value.

On the 30th of October his Ma_)esty embarked at
Greenwich on board one of the royal . yachts,\xp
order to pay a visit to.the Commander-jn-chief 0f
the North-Sea fleet,.on board of his, own Shlp in
Sheerness harbour, and thank him in person, as he
bad done to Earl Howe on a former occasion,, L‘Qa&
tain Henry Trollope commanded the yacht, ig, qucl}
his Majesty had embarked, buta constant §uqcessiqx}‘
pfbad weather preyented the royal squadrog makl
any: progress, and husiness of the utmost gmportanee
requiring his Majesty’s return to his capital, he dis
embarked on the 1st of November and went, to Loq)
don, It was during this little excursion tbat h1§
Majesty was graciously pleased to pardon one rl'xun-
dred, and eighty seamen, confined for mutiny, on
board the Eagle prison-ship in the river Medway. .
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“»Captains Trollopey, and William George Fairfax
of the: Vererable, were created, by the king, knights
bannerets: After the victory of Camperdown, the
Dutch ‘ceased to be ‘considered a maritime power,
although a squadron of observation constantly re-
‘mained off the Texel, and the mouths of the Meuse
and the Scheldt. Vice-admiral Rentjies, wheo was
taken prisoner in the action, died shorily after in
| England of the wounds which he received : his re!
mains ‘'were sent to Holland with every mark of
respect,- which the civilized nations of Europe de-
light in paying to the memory of a brave ahd fallen
enemy. )

Admiral Storey, in the States General, a Dutch
ship of seventy-six guns, who had escaped from the
scene' of action followed by five other ships, con-
trived-to. make his peace with the Gallo-Batavian
government, by proving that his only means of safety
‘wastin; flight; This was the second navhl victory
gained this year: the Spanish fleet had been defeated
in Febrmary by Sir John Jervis, with a squadron of
ships scarcely half the force of the enemy; and the
honest and enlightened part of Europe beheld, with
wonder and admiration, the glorious and successful
struggles of Great Britain against her united enemies
abroad, and her inveterate and incorrigible traitors
at home; who sought, in conjunction with the govern-
ment of France, to overturn our constitution, and
share the spoils of our happy and flourishing country. .

On the 19th of December; his Majesty, with all
the royal family, atte’n(}ed by the great officers of

[
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state and the members of both houses. of parliamént,
went in procession to St. Paul's cathedral to return
thanks to the Almighty for the. mercies shewn:to -
the nation, particularly for the naval victories ob-
tained over our enemies. The, colours captured
were borne by the admirals and captains who were
present in the actions, and who happened to be
in England at the time: those taken on the 1st of
June, 1794, by Vice-admiral Sir Thomas Pasley ;
those from the French in the Mediterranean, 13th of
March, 1795, by Vice-admiral Goodall—from the
Spaniards on Valentine’s day, 1797, by Vice-admiral
Sir Charles Thomson—the Dutch flag taken on the
11th of October, by Admiral Lord Duncan in person;
and those from the squadron in Saldanha-bay, at the
Cape of Good Hope, by Captain Billy Douglas..

After the service and the proper solemnities were
gone through, the flags were deposited as trophies
in the cathedral, and his Majesty returned in proces-~
sion to his palace amidst the cheers and-congratu-
lations of his affectionate and devoted subjects,- thus
happily terminating the evils with which we were
threatened at the beginning of the year.
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Cotigdaat v . L : ’ oo

e 'CHAP. VI -

Affairs of Itzﬁy—-Blockadb of the ecnemy’s coast—Lectters of Sir John
Jervis to Colonel Graham—To Consul Gregory—To Mr. Jackson
on the sale of Austrian prisoners—T'o Sir W illiam Hamilton—Eva-

" cuation of Leghorn—Capture of Elba— Letter to Nelson—Diflicult
-sitnation of the Admiral—Lcttdr to Sir Morton Eden—To the

. Vieceroy of Corsica—Necutral trade—To Trowbridge—To .Pey of
Algiers—To the Viceroy—To the King of the Two’ Sicities—To
the Viceroy-—Evacuation of Corsica—Retreat to Gibraltar—J,0s5
of the Courageux and escape of the Gibraltar—Sir John Jervis ar-
rives at Lisbon—Loss of the Bombay Castle—Evacuatiotr of Elba—
‘Capture of the Mahonesa-—Capture of the Nemesis and Sardine~—,
Siege of Mantua raised—Instructions to Mr. Master—Medifer-
ranean Passes—Letters to.Sir William Hamilton—To the Viceroy

' —To Francis Drake, Esq.—Action of Terpischore-und Vestals

" Reinforcement arrives to Sir John Jervis—He sails—Battle of the
14th of February—Its consequences—Remarks—Official papers.

“’m_LE Sir John Jervis was watching the progress
of the French arms in the south of Europe, the
~ British fleet of fifteen sail of the line, under his
command, lay at anchor for a short time in Fio-
renzo-bay, whence the Admiral kept up a constant
correspondence with the Viceroy, Sir Gilbert, Tl
liot; ‘and it required every exertion of these skilful
men to guard the honour and support the interests
" of Great Britain and her allies in.the Mediter:
ranéan. ¢
The French General Bonaparte, in the mOpth
of Apnl, had entered the territory of the Grand
Duke of Tuscany ; and after pretending, with his
usual political hypocrisy, to respect the neutrality
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of that state, assumed the civil and military go-
vernment, and fired on British vessels approaching
Leghorn. In the mean time a rigorous blockade
of that port, and the whole of the French, Genoese,
and Tuscan coast, was commenced by the Admi-
ral, who selected Nelson and Trowbridge for that
service, and gave to each a small squadron ~with
which they kept the coast in a constant state of
alarm Trowbridge, in the Culloden, was stationed
off Toulon, and Nelson, in the Captain, off Leg-
horn, where he was pursuing that career of glory
Which burnt with increasing brightness until *“ he
expired in the arms of victory. v E

General ‘Beaillieu gave hopés of the Austrians
approaching the' coast' of Italy, and estabhshmg
a communication with the British fléet.

The Admiral addressed the following letter :—

Victory, oﬂ‘ Toulon.
No date.

To "Lieutenant-colonel GRArAM (afterwaid Lord Lynedoch)
with the Austrian army.

14

I bave sent a squadron of frigates and sloops-of war into the
Adriatic, commanded by active, enterprising seamen and able
officers, ‘who will perform the services required to thé utmost
extent of the wishes of Marshal Wurmser. I have no vessel§
which come ‘under the description of flotilla,” except two gun-
boats lately captured by Commodore Nelson, whicli aré at pre-
‘sent-employed in the blockade of Leghorn: when that seivice'is
over they will proceed to the Tiber. Captain Miller, whe.is.an
officer of infinite resource, will fit out a'hundred at, Trlest, if
the Emperor will put confidence in him; and should hostilities
Kave recommenced between the Neapolitans and the Turks, his
Sicilian Majesty can furnish a number of the completest vessels

* Collingwood's lelter,

! >
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inithe Mediterranean. T beg you will assure the Marshal/(hat
om.his approach to the coast I will pay my respects to liim, and
shall have gréat pleasure in availing myself of that occasion to
make-a personal acquaintince with you; having the honour'to
be, with great esteem and regard, &c.

T J. JERVIS.

The French undertheir new government, never
restrained by any feelings of justice or honour,
sold their Austrian and German prisoners. to the
Spaniards, who either drafted them into the army
or transported them to their colonies, perhaps’ to
become slaves in their mines of Mexico and Peru.
This was discovered by Nelson, and ofﬁcmlly re-
ported by him to Sir John Jervis, who seized every
opportunity of conciliating the good will of the
Austrian government. .

The following letter to Mr. Gregory exposes the
infamous practice :—

Victory, off Toulon,
July 5, 1796,

To Cousul GREGORY.

The court of Spain is probably not yet informed that the
French commissioners in the Genoese territories make a prac-
tlce of sellmg the Austrian prisoners to the agents employed to
recruit the Spanish armies. A complaint will soon come in
from the court of Vienna upen the subject. One hundred and
forty grenadiers taken in one of the last actions have been dis-
covered by Commodore Nelson on board a Genoese vessel,
The Spanish agent begged the affair might be -bushed up, but the
Commodm‘e has my orders to represent it to the Austrian G-~
neral

We pay particular attention to the subjects of Spain; and thé
most precise orders are given respecting communication with
vessels .coming from the Barbary coast, where the plague. has

raged.
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May-I request of you to-obtain a passage to Algezitaz, Ma+
laga, or Cadiz, for Mr. Faulknor, brother to the late- gallant
Captuin of the Blanche, who distinguished himself so highly in
taking the Pique, on which occasion:he fell like Epaminondas. -

Victory; off Toulon,
Aug. 15, 1796. .

To THoMAS JACKSON, Esq., Secretary of Legation -
at Tunis.

- From a dealer in human flesh, the demand made upon me to -
deliver up one hundred and fifty-two Austrian grenadiers serving
on board his Majesty’s fleet under -my command, is natura)
enough ; but that a Spaniard who is a noble creature should join
in such a demand, I own astonishes me; and I can only account
for it by supposing the Chevalier Caamano is not aware that the
persons in question were made prisoners of war in the last affair
of General Beaulien, and are not deserters, and that they were
most basely and inhumanly sold by the French commissioners in
the Western Riviera of Genoa, to the vile crimps who recruit for
the foreign regiments of Spain. It is high time a stop should be
put to this abominable traffic, a million times more disgraceful
than the African-slave-trade: and I trust the strong. remon<
strance about to be made by the court of Vienna to the court of
Madrid will produce the effect; in the mean time I request you
will make my acknowledgments to Mr. Wickham for the judi-
cious manner in which he treated the subject in his correspond- -
ence with tlie Chevalier Caamano.

Victory, off Toulon,
July 15, 1796,
To Sir WiLLIAM HAMILTON. - :

-¥ am honoured with your Excellency’s letter by Lord Garlies;
and another, the copy of which I have sent to the Viceroy, ' I
have not been unmindful of your situation and that of my falr
countrywomen in Italy. A line-of-battle ship I cannot' spare;
my numbers being small, but a frigate has always been ready to
By to your protection. The Pope baving made his peace, and
Naples entered into an armistice, I am in some measure relieved
from the apprehensions I feit for Lady Hamiiton and- yourself,

It would be an injustice to the cabmet of Naples got to admit

3
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tliat it-shewed ‘gréat’ vigour until the republican army-took post
in the.centre of Italy.

The ‘Austrian army has been miserably deficient in point of
rmmbers, and the councils of Vienna have wanted that energy
by. which: alone these devils-can be checked : it is not too late

yet if the new parliament will sanction a large loan.
J.J ERVIS

In'the month of June, while Sir John Jervis w-as
craising with his fleet ‘before Toulon, he ordered
Captain M<Namara, of the Southampton, to go.in
chase of a .French -corvette, which took refuge
from her pursuers late at night under the batteries
of Hieres-bay. Captain M‘Namara ran alongside,
when Mr. Lydiard, his first licutenant; atthe head
of the boarders, sprang upon her deck, and after a
desperate : conflict of ten minutes, in which the
French captain-and twenty-five of his men were
killed and wouhded, the vessel was captured and
brought out to the fleet, where Captain M‘Namara.
met with the 'most flattering. reception from the
Commander-m-chlef

Nelson, during this active blockade of Genoa,,
cut ‘eut from: Oneglia a convoy of seven or eight
vessels, loaded with brass ordnance and other va-
luable stores. Captain Freemantle, who com-
manded 2 'squadron of his Majesty’s ships off the
port of Leghorn, was summoned to attend a coun-
cil consisting of the consul and all the: merchantsy
of the British factory, when it was decided that-
the factory and property belongmg to English mer-
chants should "be withdrawn: this was. speedﬂy(
done with the assistance’ of: the’ ‘shipsi of 1wars
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three-and-twenty: sail were loaded and hauled out
of the mole in a very short tlme, and the Iast: of
them was scaxcely clear when the French entered
the ‘town and began to fire on the Inconstant.
Every thing however had been so well drrangéd
‘that no damage was sustained, and none who
wished to. come away were left behind, Nelson,
who 'might be said never to sleep; heard of the
state of things at Leghorn, and hastened ta its re-
lief; but'found on his arrival that Captain Frees
mantle had done all that could be required.
This invasion of a neutral territory by land com:
pelled:us in: self-defence to do the same by sea:
‘we instantly took pessession of the island of Elba,
belonging to the Grand Duke: by this fortunate
acquisition we obtained plentiful supplies of- pro-
visions, and had the advantage of the fine harbour
of Porto Ferrajo, which during the preparation for
and after the evacuation of Corsica was of great
importance to us.
The squadron under the command of Nelson at

the attack of this place consisted of the fo]lgyving

ships, viz.
. Ships. Guns. Commanders.
Captain. . . . . . 74 Commodore Nelsoi
Tnconstant . . . . 36  Capt. Freemantle = T
‘Florda - - 5 - « + 36 —— Middletoni:: - .-
- Southampton . . . . 32 ——— M‘Namara
Peltcrel -« -+« . . 18 Stewart
aneau, brig . . . . Lieut. Gourlay* v

.Rose, cutter . Walker; - -
with a small body of troops under the command

of Majar Duncan of the engineers.

.
TR



128 - MEDITERRANEAN. Tr7ve.
ir John Jervis addressed the following letter to

Nelson —_ T
. . . . T
RTLEE ST Victory, qf Toulon,
dfeTE July 31, 179674
. To Commodore NELSON., T

. There is great wisdom and sound judgment in every line of
the Viceroy’s letter; actup to it and you cannot ern  We have

_ no business with Vado or Port Especia until the Austrians enter
Piedmont. Do not let any vessel come out of Leghorn mole,
full or empty, unless the Viceroy advises it. = B on his
death-bed would take money from Swede, Dane, or the. devil.
I wish you would send the Petterel to Triest to reinforce Mll]er
and recommend to Colonel Graham, if you have any means of
communicating with him, that the Austrian flotilla should be put
under Captdin Miller’s orders. If you can write in eiphers to
Mr. Drake at Venice to this effect, perhaps it may be more
speedlly carried into execution.

. . C

Early in October, 1'795, Rear-admiral- Mann
was detached with a squadron of six sail of the
line in pursuit of Richery: this very much reduced
the fleet in the Mediterranean, and accounts for
the small force left with Sir John Jervis off Toulon,
where, notwithstanding the conflagration of 1793,
a fleet, superior in number at least, beheld him|
but without attempting to move or to interrupt
his rigorous blockade. By the judicious manage-
ment. of his ships he guarded the most important
posts, and by a skilful combination preserved that
eommunication with the whole of his cruisers whlch
Wou\ldat a short notice have enabled them to sup=+
port each other. Thus at the same time he pro-
tected Corsica, blockaded Leghorn, Nice, Genoa,,
and Teulon, and watched with an eagle’s eye the
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movements of the Spamsh ﬁeet ine the port of Car—
thagena.

While this able oiﬁcer held in his hands. the ho-
nour-of the British ﬂag, the safety of her.Mediter-
ranean commerce, and her connexion with the-
princes of the houses of Bourbon and Austria,
the government at home was not unmindful“of his

IS1tuatlon but an unfortunate prevalence of wester:
ly winds kept his supplies and: his reinforcements
alarmingly deficient, both' in the number;ro'f his-
shipsand the ‘quantity of naval stores: the misfor-
tunes were aggravated by the unaccountable con-
duct of Rear:admiral Mann; whom ‘we have seen-

.detached with six sail of the line in quest of
Richery; but apprehensive of not being able to re-
join his commander-in-chief, he retarned with his
squadron to England, at a time when every- rein-
forcement he could have carried with him would
not have placed Sir- John' Jer¢is on an equahty-
with his enémies. From a situation‘'so embarrass-
ing, nothing but-his own genius and’ energy could:
have extricated him. After receiving off Toulon-
the long-expected -orders -for the evacuation of
Corsica, he repaired to Fiorenzoibay, whete he
ihstantly began, in' concert. with the ViCerd'yr, to
plan and to execute the laberious task. : Nelson
was sent to Bastia to manage the embarkatlon of
évery thing at the seat of government. Towry in
the Diadem, and M‘Namara in the.Southampton,
had-charge of Calvi and Aj Jaccm and to embark all
the naval stores at the latter place, where we had’

VOL. II. > K .
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established a dock-yard, to which Captain Isaac
Coffin had been appointed commissioner. Captain
Tyler in the Aigle was in the Adriatic, and kept
up-a communication with the Austrian armies un-
der Marshal Wurmser from Ancona to the Po.
Cockburn in the Minerve bloeckaded Leghorn and
the coast of Genoa, and Freemantle was sent with
letters of conciliation and well-timed presents to
the African princes. Captain Richard Bowen of
the Terpsichore was stationed at Gibraltar to
cover the supplies of the Rock, and protect the
convoys between that port and the coast of Bar-
bary. The armies of France had penetrated into
Roussillon, and compelled the weak and timid
Charles the Fourth of Spain to declare war against
us. His soldiers fled from those of the republic;
and the Spanish fleet was now to meet ours upon
thé ocean as enemies under their own colours, or
submit to wear the flag of France.

The Austrian armies were advancing into Italy,
and for.a time held the French in check, but like
the Dutch they were rarely to be depended on;
nor was it until their existence as a nation was
threatened, that they could be roused to proper
exertions, The Admiral, with a view to stimulate
them, addressed the following letter :—

Victory, off Toulon,
Aug. 2, 1746.
To Sir MorTON EDEN,

I havé the honour to acquaint your Excellency that I have
orilered Captain Tyler, with his Majesty’s ships L’Aigle, Flora,
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and Boston, to cruise-in- the Adriatic, between Ancona and the
embouchuses of the Po, for the protection of the supplies from
Triest to the Austrian army, and to co-operate in the objects
of the campaign, with which I request you will acqu_aiht his
Imperial Majesty; and assure him of my profound.respect and
firm determination to use every means in my power to give ef-
fect by active and vigorous co-operation to the measures plan-
ned by his Majesty for the success of his army in Italy.

Captain Tyler has taken, on board a French vessel under
Greek colours, some of the artificers of the foundery of Valence,
on their passage to Constantinople, with valuable manuseript
instructions for conducting the work in Turkey.

Victory, off Towlon,
Aug. 6,1796.
To the VicERrOY,

Tam clearly of opinion that no attempt should be made upon
Leghorn until General Wurmser gets possession of Lombardy,
or that we have a moral certainty of his doing so; otherwise we
may be driveu out of it again, and iu such an event it is on the
cards that these devils would destroy the town and mole; at
the same time it is certainly an object to keep in the mind’s eye;
and the promptitude of Commodore Nelson you are always sure
of. 1 do not wish to weaken the garrison of Porto Ferrajo, al-
ways having in contemplation treachery, stiletto, and poison.
My judgment goes to suffering neither egress nor regress from
Leghorn, with a view to bring all the neutral powers on the
French, and to foment the irvitation within the town; 1 however
cede to your opinion as far as light vessels go, but I never can
consent to Mr. B , of whom I have the worst opinion, carry-
ing on a traflic under Mr. Wyndham’s passport.

The flags of France and Holland were now
rarely seen in a merchant vessel, and the Danes
and Swedes began to protect the property of the
belligerents under the cover of neutrality: this
practice being detected numerous captures were
made; and a court of vice-admiralty being esta-
blished at Ajaccio, vessels of this description were

’ K 2
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~speedily brought to trial and condemned,- or libe-
ra‘ted"by an impartial judgment.

The capture of the Nemesis, Sardine, and Unité,
_thouOh not in the dominions of the Dey of Algiers,
had enabled the enemy to misrepresent our pelicy
to that court; and Sir John Jervis was induced to
write ‘the following letter :—

Victory, at sea,
October 10, 1796.

To his Highness the DeY of ALGIERS.
SIR, ‘

*"Tam honoured with your Highness's letter of the 7th of Au-
gust by the Southampton frigate from Porto Ferrajo, for I have
not been in port during the last six months. Tam very thankful
to your Highness for your expressions of kindness and friend-
ship towards the King my royal master, and the British nation.
Your determination to maintain the peace and amity which has
so long subsisted between the two countries to the mutual ad-
vantage of both, shews the wisdom and virtue of your Hwhuess
and lhat you consult the true interests and happiness uf)our
subJects.

I am not unacquainted with the attempts made to misrepre-
sent to )our Highness the conduct of the commanders of his
Md)est\ s slups under my orders, by a number of intriguants
both Irench and of other nations, whose sordid views in tmlhc
cause them to fall upon the basest means of enriching themselves;
but 1 observe with the greatest satisfaction that \lxelr inventive
faculties cannot elude your discerning eye, which always sees
through their imposture.

The polacre seut as a present to your Highness by the Vige-
roy of Corsica, was the same vessel which your dm,g.,oman Mr.
Bensammon saw at Bastia, reputed the best sailer in the Medi-
terranean, and so valued by the owners, that it.was with great
dxﬂxculty she was purchased at a high price: as your lemess
did not approve of her, it was very commendable in the Captains
Freemantle, Hope, and Hotham, to lay at your feet the cruiser
which they had captured from the enemy.

Captain Freemantle is @ man of the nicest sense of honour,
incapable of uttering a falschood ; and you may rely on the re-
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port he made in présence of your Highness relative {o the cap-
ture of the republican frigate L'Unité, which is a full answer to
the impudent demand made on you by the directory.

With respect to the accidents which have happened to your
Highness’s cruisers, they have been occasioned by their failing
to make the private sigual agreed upon betweea your Highaess
and my predecessor Admiral Hotham., You are scnsible that
the French privateers, manned and commanded by the subjects
of your enemies the Genoese, make a constant practice of hoist-
ing the Algerine flag whenever they approach our ships, and
that the Bridget transport, which was carried into your principal
port, was actually fired upon and surprised by a paltry row-boat
(which she would otherwise have sunk), under this scandalous
violation of honour and good faith. <

The Rais who commanded your squadron on the coast of Pro-
venice approached my flag in an officer-like manuer, by hoisting
the signal when the look-out frigate made sail towards him ; and
I have no doubt he reported to your Highness the civility with
which 1 treated him, as well as the Rais of a galley belon"mg to
the Bey of Mascara, your Highness's vassal.

The most serene republic of Genoa having committed vcry
flagrant breaches of neulrahty against Great Britam, the cap-
tains of his Majesty’s ships have orders to seize all vessels navi-
gating under the Genoese flag; it is therefore not in my power
to comply with your Highness’s request of granting passports to
certain merchants subjects of Algiers to trade under the ﬂag of
that republic.

The French have wounded themselves more than they have us,
by the violent mananer in which they took possession of Leghorn;
for it has been held in blockade ever since by a.squadron of
ships under my command, and the enemy has vot drawn any
resources from it, whiie we obtain those supplies from other
parts of the coast of Italy which we used to receive from thence:
I am not however the less sensible of your Highness’s friendly
offer to supply us from all your ports; and when the scason is
more favourable for approaching the coast of Africa, I shall en-
deavour to avail myself of your kindness; and I trust that be-
fore my final departure from these seas I shall have an opporta-
nity of shewing your Highness in person the respect with which
I have the houour to be

Your Highness’s most obedieut,
J. JERVIS.
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Victory, off Toulou,
Oct. 2, 1796.
To the VicERrOY,

It is not in my power to exercise the smallest discretion, for
they have sent mé out- no provisions, and I very much doubst
whether [ shallnot be compelled to touch at Lisbon for a supply:
thus circumstanced there is not an hour to be lost. In the
seventh month of our cruise it is a hard measure to put the
people to two thirds allowance, but I cannot help it. If yon do
not withdraw the cannon and ordnance stores from Bonnifacio,
Ajaccio, and Calvi, there will be very little to do, Captain
M‘Namara will carry into execution any orders you may please
to give him on these heads. I trust by the 20th or 25th every
thing will be ready for us to proceed. The war-with Spain is
certain, for I have orders to attack ships of that nation in fleets,
or singly, wherever I may meet with them: unfortunate that
Commodore Nelson could not have been put in possession of
this in time. I only got it last night,

Your letter to the Duke of Portland is replete with sound rea-
soning, but it was determined to abandon Corsica in case of a
war with Spain a year ago. [ enter into all your feclings, and
lament that I cannot act up to them.

Victory, off Toulon,
Oct. 6, 1796.
To the VicEROY.

We have just spoke with two Algerine cruisers, one of them
(a xebeéque) présented to the Deéy by Captains Freemantle,
Hope, and Hotham : a cleverer vessel I never saw, appearing to
be quitenew. The Rais” was so proud of Ler he came close
under the Victory’s stern, and we had a long parley. The Com-
wodore was a polacre of thirty guus, and was very inquisitive to
know whether we still held Corsica, Porto Ferrajo, and Caprajo;
shewed the strongest tokens of friendship both in speech and
gesture, knew all about the length of our cruisc, and scemed full
of admiration of the outside show of our ships (for we are all
bedizened), and at the healthy appearance and cleanliness of
our men,

The Genoese were now so completely in the

* Captain.



1796.] MEDITERRANEAN. 135

power of I'rance, that they were compelled to act
and obey as subjects of the directory, or rather of
General Bonaparte, who commanded the armies of
the republic in Italy, and was now fast rising to
that eminence which he soon after attained : his
conduct in Genoa, to the British subjects and their
flag, gave the war in the Mediterranean an entire

new character.
Victory, in San Fiorenzo-bay,
October 19, 1796.
To the KiNG of the Two SiCILIES.
SIRE, ]

The gracious condescension your Majesty has been pleased
to shew to me, in deprecating under your royal hand the
dreadful effect which the retreat of the flect of the King,
my master, from these seas, would have on your Majesty’s.do-
minions, and upoun all Italy in the present crisis, s prompted
me lo exert every nerve to give all the support in my pbi\'elj 1o
the cause of religion and humanity in which we are engaged ;
and 1 have in consequence thereof, and conformably to the in-
structions I have recently received, concerted with the Viceroy
of Corsica to take post in the island of Elba, and to face the
encmy as long as the subsistence of the fleet and the army will
admit. We are greatly in want of every species of provisions,
and I rely on your Majesty to supply us from your fruitful do-
minions, to cnable me to fulfil the purity of my zeal and good
intentions in support of the common cause. To this effect 1
entreat your Majesty lo cause the necessary orders to be given,
that the agents of the British army and navy may be permiited
to make the requisite purchases, which will be paid for in the
most ample manner.

Permit me, Sire, to express the high sense I eutertain of your
Majesty’s goodness to me; and to assure your Majesty that I
shall be proud on every occusion to give proof. of the profound
respect and veneration with which I have the honour to be,

Sire,
Your Majesty’s most grateful
And faithful humble servant,
' J. JERVIZ.
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Victory, in Myrtillo-bay,
Oct. 27, 1796.

To the Viceroy.

Many thanks for your information touching the Sparonare.
All the benefit the enemy can derive from being in possession
of my instructions is, that 1 shall be hanged if I do uot seek
and beat them.

Myrtillo-tower was effectually demolished last night; twe-
thirds of the column tumbled in numerous fragments, the other
third towards the bay shook to the foundation; another mine
is preparing to bring it entirely down, that English ships of
war approaching the gulf may be convinced no part of it is
standing.

Victory, at sea,
November 11, 1796.
To the ViceroY.

I have had no opportunity till this moment of acknowledging
the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant. T agree with you
that it is scarcely within probability that the court of Naples
should hesitate to comply with any reasonable request we make.
By the Cygnet cutter, which joined last night, I have orders to
support your sovereignty of Corsica; and in case of the evacu-
ation having taken place, to establish ourselves in the island of
Elba. Thus far we sail before the wind ; but, alas! poor Ad-
miral Mann has for the present frustrated my plau of operations,
by a resolution taken in concert with the captain under his orders,
to proceed to Spithead with his whole force, in direct discbedi-
ence to the orders he acknowledges to have received from me,
His reasons are those of a man who has lost all his powers; and
I conclude the queries he put to the captain, were so formed as
to point their answers, which bappened on a former*® occasion,
Thus circumstanced it is my intention to proceed to Gibraitar
with the convoy, in hopes of receiving reinforcements; should
none appear in a reasonable time, 1 will make the hest of my
way to Porto Ferrajo, where I hope to arrive before your return
from the continent. Although I have nothing to offer agaist
your retiring from a scene where you cannot act with the dignity

* Admival Byng,
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and authority necessary to justify to the public and to your own
character a longer- continuance with us, 1 look forward with
very great anxiety to the situation I may be placed in by the
loss of your able counsél and’ honest support. I entértain the
highest opinion of the honour and integrity of General de, Burg;
but mexpenenced ashe is in a business of such a pompllcdted
nature, diffident and donbtful where prompt du:lsron is requi-
site, I dread the moment of your final departure: lell l)Qmever
hape fqr, the best ; and in truth I form great expectations. from
the plan pf operations you have in contemplation to execute wnth )
the General,

Vice-admiral Thompson arrived in the Niger frmdte at Glh—
raltar an the 5th to relieve Admiral Mann, but uuforlunately too
* late to prevent the fatal step he has taken.

It was under these painful circumstances that
Sir John Jervis found himself obliged to quit the
Mediterranean with  his fleet, taking down’ W1th
him'all the convoys he could collect, and leaving
Nelson to bring up the rear, and arrange every
thing at Elba. This was our last place. of. rex
fuge,  after the final evacuation of ‘Corsica, whlch
was given up to the inhabitants about the end of
October; and the British troops were speedlly re-.
placed in all parts of the island by the. Frencha
By the letters which we have seen, It would ap—
pear that his Majesty’s government was long uns
decided as to the. steps it should pursue with red
spect to this island, aud, at the very'ldst, senﬁ
orders to retain it when the garrisons had. been
withdrawn and. the fortifications demolished: Nor
can it be well reconciled with the vigorous and,
daring administration of Mr. Pitt, that a spot so;
central for affording protection to our Levant
trade, for the annoyance of our enemies, and for
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the assistance of our allies:in the south.of Eufope,
should have been' so. hastily abandoned ;. and the
Kings:of Naples:and :Sardinia,: and the:Ausfrian
‘army;ileft wentirely to. their fate,:'whilé!-wenovere
sacrificing ‘thousands .in the:contagious -plaink/of
St-Domingos: ' We now begin:to:peretivestheofull
forcé ief-~our -thistaken lenity to.the-Teuloness;
whose: half-burnt. fleet was, in ,conj.ungt\iom with
that:of Spain, driving before them:the intfepid.Ada
‘miral, and the bravest captains-Britain had:e¥er
- seen: Jervis,  Nelson, Trowbridge, Hood;:Hollds
well, and..many: others, were :compelled to-fl yiibés
fore the united: forces of France and.:Spainy bt
the enemy soon had Teason to repent of his:temds
rity. ~Fellowing too iclosely the fleet bf England;
a tremendous reaction cleared the Mediterranean
of their flags, avenged -the wrongs of Britain,: and
left lierthe undisputed command of that:sea, drond
‘Gibraltar toithe Dardanelles. . ;. . -
While: he retreated . from.a superxor -forae; I:the
Admiral; with that judgment and. true  patriotisne
which: should -ever be held up as an iexample: to
our service, forgot nof the interests of the British
merchants ; the Smyrna fleet had-been brought
down by his-wise and prudent managenent as-fap
as. Fiorenzo-bay ; and when. every thing:was ecom'
pleted ; for!the: evacuation of Corsica,! he divected
each iship.of war to'take one of those valuable.vese
sels in téw,-s.and thus,: with the momentary bx2
_pectation of falling.in with the tombined'fleets,;he
retréatett: to- :Gibraltar, where he arvivdd: inn Des:

<
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cembel, ind where' heiwasidoomed to: expericnde
misfortuines; and to withessthe fartherdinibutidn
of'the:fleet’ bythe. most-untoward accidentseynai ¥
« 1.800on-afterlhis varrival:a gale of iwind. leameron;
which:drove:the: Courageux and Giabtaltaritdiseas
itnfortinately: forthe former; Cdptain; Hollowel
-was:détainedi’atca eourt-martial, fromwhich-hé
was’ not'permitted.to depart antil« it. was: impds+
sibleffor-hin o get on.board. The ship;underthe
ordersof the first:lieutenant, stood -over.towards
thé. Barbary icoast ‘and .kept ‘her - wind : 1 the: gale’
blew. from' the. eastward with great violence, and
the commanding - officer was -averse to running
‘through the gut, lest he should fall ‘in. with the
combined fleet: under  this fatal .impression-he
stood sover 16 ‘the -southward, and. about:eighs
o'clock in the evening- his people, who had been
‘harassed- the ‘whole day; were permitted to-gos to
.their dinners’; the -officers also. refired:to:take
some- refreshment. The lieutenant of:the ‘watch,
a very young man, being left in charge-of the deck;
shortly after the land was discovered a-head; and
very close'td them. Mr. Burroughs, the firstlieus
tenant; -was called ap, but only in.time tolwits
nebs the catastrophe., As he ascended the ladder,
the ship struck on the rocks under. Apes-hill;l on
the coast of Barbary, and verysoon went t¢ piecdesq
of six hundred of the crew, only one hundréd nd:
sixty escaped by .jumping: from.the sidé of the.
ship to.'thewugged shore;.many:fell into theisoa
and' were lost; -a-few escaped in the lainch swhich.

Al
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was towing a-stern; those who reached the land,
had yet much to endure from cold and hunger,
among barbarians who afforded them no relief.
The Gibraltar, commanded by Captain John
Pakenham, narrowly escaped a worse fate: driven
by the violence of the gale down upon Cabrito-
point, the topgallant-yard stowed in, the main-
-rigging caught the lee-clew of the mainsail, and
prevented their setting that sail, in consequence of
which she struck upon the pearl rock, which lies
about three quarters of a mile from the shore off
the western point of the bay: here in a dark night,
with a tremendous sea breaking over her, the
crew assembled on the deck, and testified by their
screams and actions every symptom of despair,
and madly proposed as a last resource cutting
away the masts and saving themselves on the
wreck. The axes were brought, and preparations
made for this purpose, but strongly opposed by
the first lieutenant, who, moving the wheel, as-
sured the captain that the rudder was free and un-
injured ; a wave at the same time struck the ship
forward with such force as to upset a forecastle
gun, and the shock carried away the foretop-
mast; the next sea lifted her off the rock: be-
ing fortunately one of the strongest built ships
in the service she made no water. Sufficient
sail was set to enable her to weather Cabrito-
point, and in the morning she got into Tangier-
bay, and soon after rcjoined the flect; she was
however considered to have sustained so mucl
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injury, that it was judged mnecessary to send
her to England in order to have her taken. into
dock : here it was discovered that a very large
fragment of the rock had pierced her bottom and
remained there—had it disengaged itself the con-
sequences might have been fatal to all.on board.
These accidents reduced the number of ships under
the command of Sir John Jervis to ten sail of the
line ; with these he pursued his way to Lisbon,
where he arrived on the 21st of December, 1796,
and where he had the farther mortification of losing
the Bombay Castle of seventy-four guns, which
grounded on the South Catchup, going into the
Tagus, leaving only nine sail of the line to contead
against the French and Spanish fleets, while the
services expected of him were greatly augmented.
He was directed by instructions from England. to
guard at once against the union of the French and
Spanish fleets, to defend the coast of Portugal,
prevent an attack on Lisbon and Gibraltar, and
counteract any design to invade England or Ire-
land.*

The evacuation of Elba, for which orders had
been sent out from England, wasleft to the care of
Nelson; to whom, in that early stage of the war,
Sir John Jervis, with his usual penetration, con-
cludes his letter in these words :—

« Having experienced the most important effects
from your enterprise and ability, I leave to your

¥ Sce his letter to Sir Gilbert Elliot, December 13, 1796,

’
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judgment the time and manner of carrying this
service into execution.” It was about this time
that Nelson’s acquaintance with Lady Hamilton
commenced, and which led to the only blot among
the bright deeds of Britain's favourite hero.

The first Spanish ship captured after the decla-
rations.of war was the Mahonesa of thirty-six guns,
by Captain Richard Bowen of the Terpsichore.
The action took place off Malaga. The Mahonesa
bad between fifty and sixty of her people killed
and wounded ; the Terpsichore had no one hurt
on board. There is little credit to be gained in
conquering such antagonists—Bowen’s fame was
founded on a better basis. This 1s the officer
whom we have seen boarding the French frigate
in Fort Royal bay, Martinique, when lieutenant
of the Boyne, and under the command of Sir John
Jervis, who never lost sight of him till the affair
of Teneriffe ended his glorious career.

The violation of neutrality on the part of France
led to similar acts on the part of Great Britain;
and the Barbary States were little respected after
the invasion of Lombardy. )

The Nemesis of twenty-eight guns, which had
been recently taken in the neutral port of Smyrna
by three French frigates, was lying in the bay of
Tunis, in company with La Sardine and La Pos-
tilion of twenty guns each: the Barfleur and Eg-
mont- were ordered in and took them out. The
government remonstrated, and shewed much dis-
position to resent the affront ; but Sir John Jervis
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fonnd means - to Satisfyf hls Highness the Beyf,rfand;;
the affair: passed OVEY. . AT - DIRELE
.14ks,.an instance of the want of phbmty and pro,.—ﬁ ¢
priety:in. %theg new-government of :Franeeyone:of:
their first-rate ships, formerly: kinowh b tle.ndme:
of the Royal Louis-or the Dauphini. was new called
Le Sans Culottes; and another; Le Bonnef Rouge!:
the, Kwrﬁt;ches Marat and Barras had: also. shlps of’
the ling -named after them. oo
_ }Jnvconsequenee of the intrigues of the agents: of}
the, directory with. the: Barbary. powers, ithe.Ad:
miral,addressed :the-following letter: to Richard-
Master,Esq.consul at Algiers.. - S s

EIYI "
The c!om:'e) satlop I w1shed to have had thh yom before you: -
entéred on the* ‘important ‘and ticklish functions of your office,
iscompriséd in two or three paragraphs, nantely, atways to be first®
if possible to eommunicate frankly any event which, happeus,
wherein British concerns of any kind aﬂ'ect the interest of the
Dey, or his subjécts ;:—never to give way" to "him, or to’ appedr
te sink -under his.passions-and menaces, at thie samé. time shew-
ing the outward respect due to the presence, By these means:
Iam pcrsuaded you will be on better terms wnh him than any
of youir predetessors.
+Having fully answered all the late. complaints: of the Dey:in:

a lettermhlcl} his Highness acknowledoes to you ] he hac;l jre-
ceived froxn me, of which a copy is enclosed, I do" not trouble,
yoit With Furthel @¢tails "o the subject of it ; bechuse' thé 4nx'
Swers are qom plete, and we have only to maintain. thi grmmd vns
whlcﬁ. the rest. Afncan prmces always begin w;th &rlevylfgsl
whith dhust be lnstened to patiently, but pretended ones never
subiditted tol o RS CT S
~Tige history of passports both at Algiers and.at wost -ofi ther
cou§uldtes on t}le African and European side of the watery, is,
disgraceful £ thé British character. You have probably ‘heard’
of} tlwiusplclons entértained against Mr. V:dau,’——kc*el‘taiu itis

)

Vzctor Ys December 15 179(‘._

-
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that the vessel in question did take the Hero of Chester with a.
curgo of currants off- Cape de Gatt, while sailing under his
passport ; much caution and clrcumspectlon is therefore neces-
sary in complying with the Dey’s demands-on this head, which
are made at the instance of Jews, who carry on almost the whole-
trade of Barbary. |
"1t will be very desirable on all accounts that you slxou]d en-‘
deavour te live on terms of civil intercourse of society with con--
suls and merchants of other powers, even .of our enemies. The
consuls, being for the most part merchants, are engaged in per-
petual .intrigue against each othef; nevertheless with your su-
pevior manners and knowledge of the world, I triist yow will be -
able to command respect from them by your dxgmfed conduct.
"Commodore Nefson had not in his possession any property‘
belonging to the Dey : the following is an-extract of his letterto-
me dated the 15th of August, relative to the transaction alluded
to. “I have also granted permission, at the request. of Mr.
North, that some goods, and the Americans’ tribute to the Dey
of Algiers, be shippéd on'board a Venetian vessel that is to come
for them, and load under my guns. One of the Dey’s principat
* officers bas beeii on board of the Captain, and appeared much
pleased with his entertainment.” -This was a favour refused
during the blockade to all powers, except those iu sfrict alliance
with us, and great stress shou'd be Liid-on its being granted to
the Dey. f

_ Tt will be readily perceived that after the un-.
Afavourable turn affairs had taken in Italy, the ma-
_nagement of ‘the Barbary powerb from Tunis

to. Tantrler bécame a matter of vast 1mp01tance,
not only with reference to our Levant trade, but-
also with regard to the fortress of Gibraltar, whose
garrison, conswtmg of five thousand men besides
the inhabitants, was frequently reduced to the
common rations of $alt provisions ; all intercourse.
with Spain being prohibited, and the scanty im-
ports from Barbary, in addition to the caprices of
the princes governing these states, hable to along,
and rmd quarantine. X (
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‘ ‘*‘These powers tiever had a naval force: of . any
‘real strength their.largest shlps not exceedmg the
size of -a- frlgate of thirty-two guns;:but in .the
“event 'of a ‘war they covered the h&edﬁnrranean
" with swarms of row-boats and galleys, and-com-

mitfed great depredations, seldom restramed by

any scruples of neutrality. The restxtutxon of a

vessel never indemnified the, owners for their loss
- of time and property:. remonstrances were ' not.
only unavailing, but frequently productive, of a
stoppage-of supplies to Gibraltar. e
» The-Mediterranean pass isan- md1<pensab1e do-
cumernt for gvery vessel trading ta that part of the
uwgrld . Of the stipulations and agreements of the
other powers of Europe with the States of Barbary,
it is not ou1 intention to speak at present we
shall confine ourselves to the conventlons between
those states and Great Britain.

In the fourth year of King George the Second,
an act was passed to make it felony for : any per-
son counterfeiting a Mediterranean pass——a prac-
tice which it appears had been carried to a great
extent, to the manifest injury of his Majesty s
subjects. -

‘These: passes were issued by the lords commls-‘
sioners of the ‘admiralty, in pursuance of conven-’*‘
tions -and treaties between -the British govern-’f
mert and the States of Barbary for preservm and‘"
establishing a firm and inviolable peace with those
states. By these treaties-it is stipulated, that all’
ships and vessels belonging to his Majesty or any

VoL. II. , L
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of his subjects may freely pass the seas, and safely
enter any of the respéctive ports and harBours of
the Barbary States, upon producing letters of a
certain form under the hand and seal of the lord
high admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, or the
commissioners for executing that office. The forg-
ing of these passes by the same act was made cog-
nizable before any court of ‘oyer and terminer in
Great Britain, or-any- court of Jusﬁmary in-Scot-
land ; and the loss of one by any captain of a
merchantman was an offence severely punishgibié,
it ‘being necessary to guard against their being
forged or sold to other powers.*

Victory, Rosier-bay,
, Dec. 10,.17986.
To Sir GiLBeRT ELLIOT.

I return you many thanks for your interesting letters of the
5th and 6th of November, with their lmportant enclosures.

There being two captains of frigates senior to Captam Free-
mantle in the eastern parts of the Mediterranean, Captain Tyler
who commands in the Adriatic, and Captain Curzon who is
cruising betiveen Sardinia and the coast of Africa,—T have
given the command of the whole to Commodore Nelson, whose
firmness and ability will very soon combine and fix all the parts
of our force, naval and mllltary .

As the Commodore intends to push for Naples in hopes of
catching you before your departure for England, he will' inform
you of the extent of iy new instractions dated the 7th of No-
vember, and the plan I am about to pursue to form a junction
_with the reinforcement which I am told will sail as soon as it
can be gollegted. The westerly winds are s prevalent in the
English Channel until the approach of Christmas, that 1 do not
expect to reach the Tagus before the beginning of January,
about,which time I shall probably be there, unless I am detained
at Gibraltar longer than I look for by the want of a Levanter to

* See Admiralty Statutes,
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earty me through the Gut, The evacuation of Porto Ferra_)o,
both in respect of period of time and manner, I have left en-
tirely to Commodore Nelson, and it cannot be in better hands.
The ratification ar-entire dissolution ef the preliminary treaty
between the directory and the Prince of Belmonte, must take
p]qce ere the Commodore ean be in forwardness to carry this
part of my instructions into execution. -

You make me very happy by expressing a wish that our ac-
quaintance may not end with the close of our public characters
in the Mediterranean ; for I beg leave to asstre you that in the
éourse 6f my serv’ic“es, I never acted with a man whose conduct
in all.respects inspired fe with so much confidence, and that
¢laimed,a higher degree of respect.and esteem, than yours; and
T will lose no occasion to testify the regard and affection with

which I have the honour to be,
. J. JERVIS,

'Victorg/, in Rosier-bay,
Dec. 10, 1796.
To Sir WrinLiam HaMiuTon, his Britannic Majesty's envoy
‘to the court of Naples.

I return your Excellency many thanks for your letter of the
3153t of October, which I had the honour to receive on the 5th
instant ; and am very happy to learn that the resolution I came
to met with the approbation of his Sicilian Majesty, to whom I
beg you will express the high sense I am penetrated with, by
the gracious manner in whigh he has accepted my efforts to sup-
port the common cause. .

1 shall avail myself of the first spirt of easterly wind after the
fleet is victualled, watered, and refitted, which we are hard at
work upon, to proceed to the coast of Portugal where I am led
to expect a powerful reinforcement ; in the mean while Com-
modore Nelson, than whom 1 snore able or énterprising officer
does not exist, will repair to Porto Ferrajo, and take upon him
the command of the naval force there: he has in contemplation

* to visit Naples, where he will confer with your Excellency on
the measures ecessary to be taken in the crisis the operations
of the armies in Italy may be in at the time he arrivés ; for there
is such a continual fluctuation as to render it impossible to form
any fixed plan to act upon.

Sir Gilbert Elliot communicated the very interesting papers

. L2
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aHuded to'in your lfetter, and I consider myself under very great
obligations for thie justice you did to my honest endeavours,
which my friend General Acton, from a knowledge of my cha-
taeter, arising ‘out of an acquaintance of many' years standing,
ought not to have doubted.

- T do hot think it fair to break in upon his time, whlch is fully
occubled 4nd nidch better employed in ‘the lmportant events

uw anmv the Two Sicilies. S 1 . |
' Victory, in Ros%er'-bay,

Dec. 10,.1796..

Ta FRANCIS DRAKE, Esq. Mo

I have forborne to carry into execution any hostile measures
agamst ‘the city of Genoa, in anxious expectatlon of your re-
turn, and of instructions from the admiralty.

I am persuaded your zeal and ability will always be well em-
ployed for the good of your country, wherever you may happen
to be; and lbeg you will not entertain the most distant idea
that in expressindv my desire to be assisted by your talents and
experience, I had in contemplation to hiut a disapproval of your
being at Vc.mce, whither the unforeseen reverse the Austrians

'met.wnh ‘compelled you to retreat.

3.

.While lying in Rosier-bay on the 10th of De-
cember, a French squadron from Toulon, ¢onsist-
ing of five sail of the line, was observed to pass the
_ straits: the Admiral was prevented putting to sea
by a heavy gale of wind blowing into the bay. On
the following morning- he despatched .a sloop of
war-to $Sir- Henry Harvey at Barbadoés,*and %o
Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker at Cape N icholas
mole. On the 16th he left Gibraltar, and looked
into: Cadiz on his way to Lisbon: there he saw
five- sayl of the line, but they were Spaniards; a
French! frigate was lying there with the loss of
her mainmast: this the Admiral was informed was
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the Vestale; which a few days prev1ously had been
taken by the. Térpsicliore.

This action was so creditable,to Bowen;.whom
we have just seen capture the Mahonesd, that.we
cannot help giving it more than-usual attention.-
The Terpsichore, a small two-and-thirty, fell in
with her off Cadiz on the 12th of Décember in a
gale-of svind;chased her under courses, and sprung
her lower masts in the pursuit; the following day
a shift of wind brought the énemy to leeward, and
the Terpsichore ran alongside her and commenced
an actlon, which contmued one hour and a quarter,
when having her captam and forty men killed,
with a great number wounded, the French ship
surrendered, and proved to be La Vestale, of thirty-
_six gunsand three hundred men: the Terpsichore
had four killed and eighteen wounded ; among the
latter, Lieutenant G. Bowen, brother to the captain,
and the only lieutenant on board ; two lieutenants,
three midshipmen, the boatswain, and forty sea-
men, being absent in prizes.

No sooner had Captain Bowen secured his:
prize, and put the master on board with eight sea-
men. to take charge of her, than a gale of wind
came on, and she drifted into four fathoms water ;
the Frenchmen being all drunk, the master let gd‘ ’
an anchor, and rode out the night very near the
shore off Cape Trafalgar, On the following morn-
ing the Terpsichore ran in and took the prize in
tow, but the halser getting foul of some rocks, they
were forced to cut away, and in the succeeding

]
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night, when they had lost sight'of each other, the
Frenchmen rose upon the Englishmen, and took
the ship- into Cadiz. o

For this action the Patriotic Fund voted Captain
Bowen a piece of plate, valued at .one hundred
guineas. oo

Lord Garlies, in the Lively, was left with .a
squadron of frigates and sloops of -war to watch
the port of Cadiz; and the Culleden, Captain
Trowbridge, capturedthe NuestraiSenora-del Car:
men, from Buenos Ayres to Cadiz, worth 80,0004
and arrived at Lisbon with his prize on the 21st.*

‘The Admiral found the court of Portugal more
cautious of giving offence to Spain than of coa-
lescing with us, but'a most bountiful present of
refreshments was sent to our fleet, and the Prince.
of the Brazils requested that all the British officers
of rank might be presented to him at Quelus,
which was done accerdingly.

The long-expected reinforcement of six sail of
the line, under the command of Rear-admiral
William Parker, joined SirJohn Jervis early in the
month of February, and the Admiral lost.no time
in going in search of his powerful enemy. Fortune
still continued to persecute him : ion his way-out
of the -Tagus with his fleet, the St George -of
ninetyzeight guns run on shore, and ‘was so'much
damaged that she was left behind, and did ot
partake:in the glorious action of the 14th. -Th¥
undaunted -Chief still made the best wof his way
towards Cape . St. Vincent, which the' reached
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about the &th, and-cruised with the hopes: of
meeting the enemy; who from daily accounts. he
had eyery reason to think . could not be far. from
}umv . ' !
«On the 6th, he gained some mtelhgence of the
Spanish fleet, and recalled Lord Garlies, who we -
have .-observed--was left with a small. sqiadron
cruising-between Cape St. Vincent and Cadiz." . -
On the 13th, Nelson joined him in the Minerve -
from Elba :.he:had been-chased by the Spanish
flapt.on the 1 1th at night, in the Gut of Gibraltarp
and his adventure with them will be related here-:
afters [le immedijately hoisted his broad pen-
dant in the Captain, his proper ship. : :
. Captain Foote, of the Niger, had also-been fov
§o_me days in company with the Spanish fleet; and-
joined the Admiral about the same time. +/ 1 '
On the night of the 13th their signal-guns.were-
heard by our fleet; the Admiral made the signal
to prepare for battle, and was soon perfectly ready
for them. BUNHY
. At the dawn of day, on the 14th of Febnuary;
1797, the British fleet was on the.starbodrditacky
standing to the southward, the wind:west by
south, Cape St. Vincent bearing east by merth;
distant eight leagues, the weather hazy, iwhen the
Spanish fleet was discovered extendingfronx
south-west to sputh. At forty-nine minutes: past
ten it was ascertained by the Bonne Citoyenng
that the enemy had twenty-seven ships of theline,
and Sir John Jervis soon after comimuuicatedsto

3
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the :fleef -his intention of cutting through™ them.
‘Trowbridge; in the Culloden, was o'x‘de'ré‘d to lead’
* “the'van.” This gallant officer opened his firé 6 the
Spaiiish'ships to windward, which effectually se-
pardted the sternmost and leewardmost fromi' the
médin' body, then tacked, and thus prevented theéir
rejunction. The British Admiral having his fleet
in two lines of sailing in very close otder, readily
-formed it into one to complete thé intended’ miove-
ment; as soon ‘as Trowbridge had succeedeéd ‘in
passing through the enemy’s fleet, he gave his
starboard: broadside to the nearest of ‘their ships
as he threw in'stays: his example was followed by
the van of our fleet, and thus the action becatne
" nearly general by the British ships commg in'the
same tack with those of Spain. ‘The action began
about noon, and lasted till near five o’clock p. ..
when four sail of the line, two of them first-rates,
one;of eighty-four guns, and one of seventy-four,
remained 'ifi‘our possession. The particular de-
tails’ of this memorable day deserve our serious
attention;. first, from the superior numbers; se-
condly; from 'the peculiarly unfavourable aspect of
pi)iitiﬁalfévén'ts at the time ; and lastly, as afford-
ing doine 6f the finest instances of the superiority
of Brifish officers and seamen over their enemy on
thé-ocean.

Frdm this day ‘the ‘old fashion of counting the'
ship¢ of an énemy’s fleet, and calculating the dis-
parity-of force, was entirely laid aside, and a new
era may be said to have commenced in the art of
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war at sea, -Sir John Jervis observes in his public
letter ¢f that he knew the skill and yalour he had
to depend; upon, . and. also that the honour of his
Majesty's arms, and the. circumstances of the war:
in those seas, required a considerable degree of
energy;, ’no, time was therefore lost in deliberation;
his' enemy, was in sight, and was .to be beaten.
To the. gallant _c;h1ef immortal- honour is due for
not despairing of his country; the expectations
formed of him were as fully realized as those he
had himself formed of his companions in arms.
Looking at the list of his fleet, we perceive that
be bad with him.what he called the ““elite” of the
British navy.

Nelson, after having performed prodlgles of va-
lour, lost his fore-topmast, and in this situation
passed close under the lee of the Spanish ship San
Nicolas, of eighty-four guns, which. was_.at .the
time foul of the San Josef, of one hundred and
twelve guns, both of which ships had been severely
beaten by their opponents. -As the San Nicolas
took the wind out of the Captain’s sails, Nelson,
with a presence of mind which he see‘ms?_tq have
possessed beyond all other men, ordered the helm:.
to be put a-lee,* and with what little way he had.,
ran on board the Spaniard. A party of the sixtys
ninth regiment, under the command of Lieutenant
Pearson, doing duty as marines on board the Cap-
tain, Nelson called them and his boarders, with .

“# Rear-admiral Sir Edward Berry furnished the Author with
this information.



154 MEDITERRANEAN, bz,

Berry, the first lieutenant, and the whole of them
rushed on, board the San Nlpolas, carrxed her
Wlth some loss, and,from her progeeded. with, zthe
'same determination. to the San;Josef, where the
astomshed Spaniards ealled for quarter, and, the.
captain of that ship presented ,on -his. knee ,1;he
sword of his Admiral, who-having. been desl_ae-
rately wounded could not do it.in person. ,, - .
In the mean time Sir John Jervis in the, Vmpqry,
followed by the Barﬂeur, the Honourable JYice+
admlral Waldegrave, passed close under the stern
of the Salvador del Mundo .of. one hundt:ed and
‘twelve guns, and gave hertwo or three broadmdes
which eﬂ'ectually silenced and disabled her, when
she surrendered. The Santissima Trinidad was
envaced by many ships of the. fleet in succession,
and finally struck to the Orion, Captain Sir James,
Saumarez that officer beina unable to take pos-
session of her, she ultlmately e<caped but as she
was, known to be dismasted, a squadran of frlgates
under the command of :Captain Veltus "Cornwall
Berkeley in the Emerald, was sent in pursuit, and.
in the course of three days fell in with her; she
had rigged her jury-masts, and was under a snug
sail making good way: Captain Berkeley did pot
think it right to attack her, and recalled.Cockburn
in the Minerve and Foote of the Niger just asthe
former of ithese officers -was -about to bring her ta
close action. Captain Berkeley was much ceny
sured for his, apparent want of resolunop, buk
.Cockburn gave the. Commander in-chief; so fam
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and impartial an account of the wholé transaetion;
as to-convince him thiat Captain Berkeleyhad actéd
with nio more than becoming prudence. We ihay
however be permitted to regret that the' mrcum-
stancé evér happened. ‘This ship had ol | coni-
plete decks ‘of guns, besides her poop. :

The Admiral inhis letter makes no’ partlcular
mention of any officer except Captain Calder his
first captain; in this he sought to avoid those jea-
lousies injurious to the service, produced by Lord
Howe’s letter, which while it contained the nainés
of others made ho mention of ‘Collingwood.

It were wrong, according to the principles ‘we
have laid down, to estimate the services of a ship
by the list of her killed and wounded, though we
feel quite sure that there is no officer who com-
manded a ship on that brilliant 6ccasion but will
acknowledge the merit of ‘Collingwood and Trow-
bridge. A 'medal was struck by his' Majesty’s
order ‘to commemorate the victory, and presénted
to each admiral and captain without distinetion;
when offered to Collingwood he refused it, until
hé should receive-one for the 1st of June, in which
action he declared he had equally done his duty ;
it was accordingly sent to him, with an apology
for its having been delayed. ' o

The thanks -of both houses of parliament werd
vdted to 'the fleet; the ‘Commander-in-chiéf wak
created a ‘peer by the title of Earl St.'Vincent;
Vice-admirals Thompson and Parker and Captain
Calder, Baronets; and Nelson had the orde¥ 6f the
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Bath.' After-the battle Sir John Jervis received
him on the quarter-deck of the Victory, took him
in his arms; and said he could not sufficiently thank
him, :insisted on his keeping the sword of the
Spanish Rear-admiral which he had.so. brayely
won, and this trophy Nelson presented to the <ity
of Norwich. . =

If we estimate the merits of this action. tonly
as to the numerical loss of the. enemy, we. shall
form a very inadequate notion -of its importancel
The French from this period no longer. relied: on
the assistance of Spain; jealousy -was sown:be:
tween them, and the Spaniards became the friends
of Britain, and the secret enemies of the French
republic. This battle may be said to have para-
lyzed the power of Spain, and to have reduced its
marine to a mere nonentity. .

:SirJohn Jervis being in politics what was called
a whig; and consequently differing with the minis:
ters of the day, his victory, though it resounded
from one end of Europe to the other, was not so
highly appreciated by all the friends of M. Pitt,
the learned author of whose life has not mentioned
it in such terms as it deserved.

His Lordship’s public letter has been severely
criticised for its ‘brevity, as if it were required of
an admiral to. extol the feats of himself and his
companions in arms. An enemy to pompous vef-
bosity, he sought to tell his story in few words, and
to leave his deeds to speak for themselves. This
example of modesty in public writing is so far from
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being reprehensible, that it'is in the-highest degree
praiseworthy, and ought to be encouraged. His
Lordship’s letter contains a distinct and concise
narrative of the facts, the particulars.being ever
supplied by supplementary information.

. Let the lords of the admiralty and the secreta-
ries tell what hours of their time have been taken
up in reading the literary productions of officers,
who valued perhaps too highly their own prowess,
the tedious detail of every movement of the ship,
' find the names of every officer on board, leaving the
foundation of constant complaints against the go-
vernment for neglect of merit and -partiality in
dispensing the rewards of the state.

We conclude this-chapter with the official re-
turns, and shall only remark that, in our humble
opinion, St. Vincent in beginning and Nelson in
énding the action of Valentine’s day, entitled them-
selves to the gratitude of their country.

LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

Admiralty-office, March 3, 1797.

Robert Calder, Esq., first captain to, Admlral
Sir John Jerv1s K. B., arrived this morning w1th
aespatcheb from him to Mr. Napean, of whlch the

followmo are copies:—
. Victory, Lagos-bay,
? - Feb. 16, 1797,
b SRy ' T
- The hopes of falling in with the Spanish fleet, expressed in
my letter to you of the 13th instant, were confiried last night
by our distinctly héating the report of their signal-guns, and by

Al
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mtelligence received from Captain Foote, of his Majesty’s ship
the Niger, who had, with equal judgment and perseverance,
kept company with them for several days, on my prescribed
rendezvous (which from the strong south-east winds I had never ~
been able to reach), and that they were not more than the dis~
tance of.three or four leagues from us. 1 anxiously awaited the
-dawn of day, when being on the starboard tack, Cape St. Vin-
-cent Bearing east by north eight leagues, I had the satisfaction
of seeing a number of ships extending from south-west to soutli,

the wind then at west by south.

At forty-nine minutes past

ten, the weather being extremely hazy, La Bonne Citoyenne
made thesignal that the ships seen were of the line, twenty-seven

in number.

His Majesty’s squadron under my command, con-

sisting of fifteen ships of the line, named in the margin,* hap-
pily formed in the most compact order of sailing in two lines,
By carrying a press of sail I was fortunate in getting in with the’
enemy’s fleet at half past eleven o’clock, before it had time to
connect and form a regular order of battle. Such a moment was
not to be lost; and, conﬁdent in the skill, valour, and discipline,
of the officers and men I had the happiness to command, and
Jjudging that the honour of his Majesty’s arms, and the circum-
stances of the war in these seas, required a considerable degree
of enterprise, I felt myself justified in departing from the regu-
lar system ; and passing through their fleet, in a line formed
with the utmost celerity, tacked, and thereby separated one
third from the main body, after a partial cannonade, which pre-
vented their rejunction till the evening; and by the very great
exertions of the ships which had the good fortune to arrive up
with the enemy on the larboard tack, the ships named in the
margint were captured, and the action ceased about five o’clock

in the evening.

I enclose the most correct list I have been able to obtain of

Ships. Guns.

* Victory « - -+ 100

Britannia <+ .« 100

Barfleur ..... 98

Prince George 98

Blenheim - - -+ 90
‘Ships.

+ Salvador del Mundo

San Josef . -

Ships. Guns.
Namur seeeves 90
Captain -+ «+-+ 74
Goliah sevse e 74
Excellent -««.. 74
Orion eeseceecs 74
Guns.
112

. 112

. Ships.
San Nieolas . - « .
San Ysidro . - « . 74

Ships, Guns.
Colossuseeseoe 74
Egmont ¢++++« 74
Culloden ¢eve. 74
Trresistible « e+« 74
Diadem «++..» 64
Guns,
80
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the Spanish fleet opposed to me, amounting to-twenty-seven sail
of the Jine, and an account of the killed and- wounded in his-
Majesty’s ships,-as well as in thase taken from-the enemy. The
moment the latter (almost totally dismasted), and his Majesty’s
ships, the-Captain and Culloden; are in a-state te put to'sea, I
shall avail myself of the first favourable.wind to proceed off
Cape St: Vincent in. my way to-Lisbon.

Captain Calder, whose able assistance has greatly contribuged
to the public service during my command, is the bearer of this,
and .will. more particularly describe to the lords. commissioners
of the admiraity the movements of the squadron on the 14th,
and the present state of it. :

I.am, Sir, &c. o
J. JERVIS,

List of the Spanish fleet opposed to the British,
‘the 14th February, 1797.

Sths, o " Guns. Killed. unnd’edl
Santissima. anndad - 180 - . o - . —_
Mexicana - - - O —

Principe: de Asturlas - 112 . . . -
Conception -« . 112 . e —
Conde de Regla . . 112 . . . — . —
Salvador. del Mundo - 112 (taken) . 42 » 124
Ban Josef . . . . 112 (taken) « 46 . . 96

San Nicolas e 84 ([aken») e 144 . 59

Oriente -« « « <« v 74 + o «  — s —

Glorioso « « + « 4 e o o —
Atalante « + . . ¥4 . . . — —
Conquestador « . . w4 . . . — . —
Soberano -+ .« . . 74 . . .  — . —
Firme . + « .« . %4 o+ « &+ = . .
Pelayo - - - . . 4 . .+ . — —
San Genaro - - o+ T4 . o« o — i
San Juan Nepomuceno . 74 . =+ « — —
Sah Francisco de Paula 74 . « « — —_—
San Ysidro « - - . 74 (taken) . 29 63
San Antonio .+ - .+ 74 .+ . —
SanPable . . . . 74 . . o — - —
San Firmim - . . . 74 . . - —
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Ships. Guns. Killed. -Wounded,

Neptuna . . . . 4 e e e — . —
Bahama - -« .+« .« « T4 o« o+ — e e

St. Domingo . . . £ S —
Terrible o e e & A e . 0 = —
‘Il Defenso - « « -« W4 . . — . —

N.B, Among the killed is General Don Francisco- Xavier
anthuysen, Chef d’Escadre.

lfisi_f of the British fleet opposed to the Spanish,
the 14th February, 1797.

Skips. Guns. Commanders.
: Admiral Sir John Jervis,. K. B.
Victory . - 100 { 1st Capt. Robert Calder, Esq.
George Grey, Esq.

& Wounded.

F  Killd,

Vice-admiral Thompson -
Capt. T. Foley - - )
{Vlce -adm, Hon, W, Waldegra ve

[

Britannia ~ 100
Barfleur. + .98 Capt. James Richard Dacres

} 7
Rear-admiral William' Pdrker .
Prmce George 1 Capt. John Trvin }

. Blesiheim e Thomas Lenox’ Fredenck 12 49

Namur - -90 J. H. Whitshed - .-« 2 5
T T Commodore Nelson~ . . -/

_ Captain - - 74{ Capt. 10{(.1 W. Miller . 4. }24 56
Goliath . « 74 —— Sir C. H. Knowles . . - 8
Excellent . 74 —— C. Collingwood . . . 11 12
Orhoxr + . 74 —— 8ir James Saumnarez« + — 9
Colossus - 74 —— George Murray. . — 5
Eguont « . - 74 -—— John Sutton + . .+ .. — —
‘Cullodéen . 74 —— Thomas Trowbridge - 10 47

, Irresnstlble » .74 +—— George Martin.. « .- § 14

« 64 — G.H. Towry . . . .— 2

Dladem .
" Tota] - - - 73.227
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CHAP. VII.

Expedition fromn St. Helena to attack the Cape—Puts back—
Captain Essington takes sever Dutch East-Indiamen—Cap-
ture of all the Dutch settlements in the island of Ceylon,
and on the peninsula of Malacca—Attack on Manilla by the
Fox and Sybille—Loss of the Resistance—Captain Spranger
takes Foul Point in Madagascar—Mutiny on board the Tre-
mendous at the Cape—Suppressed—Anecdote of a ship in
India’ connected. with this subject—Death of Sir "Hugh
Christian—Gallant conduct of Lieutenant Fothenglll—Cap-
ture of the Prudénte—Character of Admiral Rainier—Naval’
force in India—Earl of Mornington goes to Calcutta—Kar:
nicobar—Nancowry—Fox and Sybille at Mindanao—Loss of
Sybille’s men—Capture of La Forte, and death of Captain
Cook—Capture of Seringapatam—French .intrigues detected
~—Capture of La Concorde and La Medée, by Belliqueux
and convoy—Singular instance of a ship of war being taken
by merchantmen—Loss of the Trincomalce sloop of war—
Success of our cruisers—Capture of Ternate—Gallant attack
of Captain Adam upon French frigate and battery - at’ the
Sechelle islands.

Tue misfortunes of Holland in the year 1795 were
only beginning ; the capture of the Cape of Good
Hope would itself have nearly precluded any com-
munication between the mother-country and her-
colonies in the East Indies; but these.colonies
were very soon wrested from her by her irresist--
ible adversary.

Governor Brooke, of the island of St. Helena,
before he knew of the intentions of the British
government, had conceived th'e:project' of taking
the Cape of Good Hope; and for this purpose

VOL. II. ’ M
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hadi;.in;bonjunctidn with Captain Essington of the
Sceptre, planned an expedition: the Sgeptre had
JlISt arrived at the .island to bring away the East-
India,.convoy, and gave the first 1ntelh¢>ence of
Holland, being overrun by the French. The East-
'];rgdi@nr@m h_aving received some troops on. board,
and the. preparations being complete, the.arma-
ment, had actually sailed, with Governor Brooke .
‘aLS dommander-in-chief of the land-forces; but seon
éfier.quitting the island they fell in with the Arnis-
ton. East-Indiaman, by which ship. the Governer
réceived letters from Admiral Elphinstene,.inform-
ing:him of the force and destination of the éqllgdron
- which he commanded. In consequence of this ing
-telligence. Governor Brooke returned-to $t. He:
lena, -having detached the Orpheus,: a: country
ship;: -to: eruise ‘off the Cape in hopes’ of meeting
the Admiral,.and offering the services. of the force
gmbarked : ‘before they had reached -the island,
they ‘obtained information by the Swallow packet
that'twenty-one sail of Dutch Indiamen were on
their passage home’; through the activity of Cap-
tain. Money, of the General Goddard, seven of
these were captured. Captain Money perceived
them dn;the night, and ran into the midst of them:
they fired at him, but ke never returned .a shot,
keeping: close to -them until day-light, when .the
Sceptre and the other ships coming up, they se-
eured, these .valuable prizes, and with.the: Jylia,
another ve&Se}. richly laden, which one of ourships
had, taken 3 few days before,. returned in triumph
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to St. Helena. - The ships of the East-India comi
panyare generally so well found, and their officérs
stch thorough seamen, that they have frequently
fendered great services to the state: this was'oné
instance of their zeal and merited success: Tt is
necessary to-observe, that the:whole ‘of the above
captures'being before the:declaration of: war, be-
came droits to' the crown. One “of: the -ships on
her passage to England was so leaky, that they
were forced to abandon and set her on fire. - 'We
aréat a loss to account for this last precaution:
admitting that she might have fallen into the hands
of an enemy, it could have done no injury, and
might, by being left on the:ocean, have afforded -
much comfort, and even luxuries, to some: dis:
tréssed’ navigators. When the laws of war have
been ¢omplied with, soldiers and seamen-should
never forget what is due to each othef. ' *

‘The Dutch settlements in the island of Ceylon
appear to have been summoned to surrender to -
the cfown of Great Britain ‘on the part of thé
Stadtholder; and Columbo, the seat of'ithe . go-
vernment, set the example, and desited'the sub-’
ordinate governor of Trincomalee; and other places
on the'islahd, to do the same; but the injunction
seems' to have been disregarded. B
- The knterprise against Trincomalee assumed- a
hostile form when ‘the. negotiations: were. broken
off; ‘the Du'tch settlement, which might haivé been
held in frust for the Stadtholder, became’ durs by .
¥ight of conquest, and have remained with us evet

' M 2
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sincexiindeed. it isnimpossible, consistently with
common:sense.or prudence;that Great Britaiit can
everiresign :that! island aslong as<she retains he¥
tastsempire:on- the ;peninsula of Indiat - Ihv-the
capturesof Trincomalee; Commeodore. Rainierdist
played much judgment and vigour, but he:hadithe
- mortification to lose oné of his ships (the! Diomede
- of-forty-four guns) as she was entering -thebay
with a transport in tow : she struck with such vie>
lence. on.a sunken, and till then: unknown: rotk)
between Pigeon Island and the bajy, that she-filled
immediately, and it was with the utmost difficalty
the'lives of the people were.saved 1" not ansarticlé
- ‘was'brought out of her. This was a serious’lbssii
but thé Commodore, by a. careful management:of
‘his:resources, - supplied the deficiencys.and’the
fortunate: and- timely surrender of:the prineipal
fort préwented his feeling the consequencesisotses
verelyas he would otherwise have:dond. '+ 1
2. The land-forces having embarked o the:30th of
July;in:the ships. of war and transports;at' Madl
dras;«drrived in Back-bay, Trincomalee; on the 1st
of August. . iThe Admiral carried with him a re»
quiition: froni the Governor of ‘Columbo; MriVan
Angelbeck, to deliver up the fort -of Ostenburgh;
or-Osnaburgh, to 4 detachment ‘of British ttoops;
but the Governor of the fort havirg refused to comy
ply:with: the order, the troops -wete landed. with!
dut-opposition-on'the 3d, -about four miles to the
nerthward: of .the fort of Trincomalee:r It would
appearithat'the Governor merely required the-for-
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mationiof a.camp, ahd-the firing of a. few shot; as'
a justification of  his: conduct in surrendering: the
foxt intrusted:to-his eommand. The fire from-our -
trenches had 1io sooner commenced, than;a flag of
trifee-was Sent..out.from the:fort of Trincomalee;
with:a form: of capitulation signed by the Gover:
nor,swhith was. immediately countersigned by the’
-British: officers: and returned to him; two.Dutch
captains being left in our camp as hostages. for: the
fulfilment .of these conditions.
t«The fort of Osnaburgh, standing. on h}l], Aand
commanding the entrance both toithe barbour.and
Back-bay, surrendered.on the 31st of August.to
thesame forces, without firing a shet: ’1the-g’ar~iji-e
son became prisonersiof wat. o sy A
Onithe 18th of September, Baticalao surrenderedi
to.Major, Frazer, of the:seventy-second: regiments
and on the 24th, General Stewart 'embarked ori
board the Centurion, of fifty guns; having a small
body ‘of troops, with some.transporss:: landiig at
Point Pedro, about twenty miles to:the northward.
.of the »place, he took possession on the-following:
day of the Dutch settlement of Jaffnapatam... & 7.
1On.the 18t of October, Captain Benjamin: Wile
" liam Page, in the.Hobart, with the:fifty-second.ret
giment urider the.command of Major Monson,:took.
ossession-of the factory and military post) of Mel+
};tivo ;tand -on the 5th the fort and island of:Manax
surrendered to Captain Barbutt, whom. General
Btewart, had -detached with :a $trong: party,of se-
poys for that.purpose. This completed:the re:

\J
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duction iof-.all the Putch settlements:ia the island:
of Ceyloh.. :

..In"the mean time it.was announced. from Ben~.
gal that Chinsura and its dependencies had. surs
rendered to the British army, and the Dutch gair
rison: hecomie prisoners of ' war. By this last sut+
render the Dutch, as well as the French, had; na
longer a footing on the continent of India, . +hua

- It is not unworthy of remark, that on.these
captures being completed, Commodare, Rainier:
directed: salutes to.be fired by all- his Majesty’s
ships; and on the death of the Nabob of Walajahy
an: old: and faithful ally of England, he. caused
seventy-eight funeral guns to be fired by the flag-
_ship, being the number of years ‘the deceased had
attained.: SEE ‘ : .
+The particulars of the surrender of Malacca and
its dependencies to the British forces, under the
command of Captain Newcome of the Orpheus,
and Major Brown of the East-India company’s seg-
ice;are;contained in a short letter from the former
to:.Commodore Rainier, dated August the 25th,
1795, at that place. The terms of capitulation
-weré nearly the same, but with greater indulgence
.fhar_xi;those granted to the Cape of Good Hope.
sAs sthe:British squadron entered the port;ia
Dutch ship. which had run aground fired. at .the
Resistance, of forty-four. guns, . Captain Edward
Pakenham ; this was returned, and the ship.struck
.,herjcolours ; the fort also fired a few shot at the
troops. on theirlanding, and surrendered on the
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opening of our fireyy-for whwh dets’ of‘ hostility’thé:-
settlement, as well as the ships in the. harbouru -
weré taken possession of as the property.-of. the
captors, subject-te the decision of his Britandic,
Majesty.. - In the capitulation it was agreed:that.
the:commanding officer of the British-troops.was’
to: command the fort, and in consequence of' the.
expenses incurred by the King of Great Bris
tain'in equipping the armament, the British gar-
rison should be maintained at the expense of the
Dutch, who should raise a sum in the settlemenﬁ
for that purpose.. The British commandant wds
also to have: the keys of the garrison to give the
parole;.and all military stores of levéry descrip<
tion to be-placed under his control} the armed
vessels belonging to the government of Malaeca'to
‘be put under the orders of the British governnient;
the English and Dutch- flags to be:displayed on
proper occasions on twa flag-staves ‘in'ther fort.
The settlements’ of Riou and Peru béing:depen-
" dencies of Malacca, were ordered ‘to putrithem-
selves under the protectlon of the- British:govern-
ment. st AR
Captain Edward Cooke, in La Sybilleyof forty-
four ‘guns, 'in’ company with the Fox;. Gaptain
Malcolm, sailed from Macao in Januaty; and bn the
11th made Luconia, the largest of the Philippitle
islands. On the’ 13th, in the evening; they.entergd
the-bay of Manilla, 'and so completely: disguisdd
their ships" that the Spaniards, conceiving 'them
to' be- French frigatés, sent ‘off ‘several boats* to

Al
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them with officers' of yank;land: offers of assistancér.
the: Spiniardswere detained onboard, and treated.s
with' the’.greatest “hospitality, whilé .eur .peoplé-
weré’employed in ‘boarding and bringing dyt:ther
ganboats and feluccds which lay in the;biyw they .
took two hundred and thirty prisoners; and:camier
out without the loss of a man, having first releaséd
every one of the Spaniards, leaving them in wonder.
and-amazement at the generosity and courage of -a'y
peeple whom: they had been taught, :by their-biv:
goted priests and selfish government, to hate.and
despise as heretics and barbarians, Wlthout ‘honblir
or-bravery. . N N e
Jdn July; 1798, the Resistance, Captam Edward:
Pakenham, ‘was blown: up in the Straits of Banca g
only four of her men were saved, and none -eonld
aceopnt for the accident. -One of them stated that
;itfrﬁobkt‘pl’aceuvabvout four o’clock ‘in' the -forting;
without ‘aﬁyrpr‘eviOus alarm of fire, gxcept the'in-
stantaneodis blaze. of light that preceded the ex-
plosion. He was .Sleeping~ on the quarter-deck,
thiel shipsbeing at-anchor. 1t is'most probable that
thely-were filling powder at the time: the adzes *
with whicli the barrels are opened, though madé of-
composition metal, have been known to strike firer/:
CaptainSpranger, of his Majesty’s ship Braave,.
with-the i{Sphynx, ‘had been ordered by Rear:ad-
miral- Pringle, -who had now succeeded to the chiefn
command;at the Cape, to proceed to:Foul Point,
inithe island of. Madagascar, and to make himself
master of that settlement : this service he execitedy !
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taking possessien: of the: fort and. factary, lestroyd;
ing-thereStablishment: 4nd.all the stores and, mendr
chapdise which he could,not.bringr away:i: This.
colonyhad been in'the habitof supplyingithe Mayx
ritius with prévisions. - Some light, méxchantships:
were: tdken im the harbour,. ... v il oy sow
it awilh for some time longer be our dutyto-npy.
ticd acts of insybordination in our-navy in varjous:
parts of the British dominions. The tempesthad..
subsided, ‘butthe -swell. of the. ocean. still.cens,
tinued. ! N
+ The-squadron at the Cape of Goad Hope, deerr
the command of Rear-admiral Pringle;: in;, the:
menth'of Qctober, 1797, broke into acts of mitidy
while lying at anchor in Table-bay.. -+ .oy
1t eriginated -on board the Tremendous;:of sexo
‘venty-four-guns, the flag-ship ;:the crew rose mpone
‘the officers, and confined them, and:threatendd: to:
try. Captain,Stephens by a court-mastisl\oofar
posed of seamen delegates on charges- of exughtyss
and misconduct, as their captainl: v il nuizoliy
In thie first instance. this mutiny -wasdquicklyi:
suppressed, and a free pardon very: vmwiselyl:
granted ;i since this act of. clementy,!as in théw
North. Seas, produced far more fatal effects thapf
it had béen Visited with becoming severitystqsl)
Captain Stephens, conceiving that his; chartictiérs
had guffered: by the imputation of his shipis‘€dmém
pany, deinarided 'of the Admiral and: obtainedaar,
court-mdrtial, to inquire into his.cohductaithe triaki.
took place on hoard the Tremendous, and heiwas -

>
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honourably acquitted ; but.during the examination
of (witnesses one of them came drunk into eourt;
he was. sent..out: and -examined . on .the following
day, -when he was ordered to be confined for .ong
wmonth.. The crew shewed great mdwnatlon at
thls,sentence, and rose agaim in open mutiny; @
council was beld on shore, at which the GQvemof,
Lord M+Cartney, General Dundas, and Admiral
Pringle, were present, and it was resolved to. usg
force and the most decisive measures in order. to
reduce the mutineers to obedience, and punish.the
ringleaders: All the batteries were manned, and
furnaces: prepared for firing hot shot. One hun-
dred pieces of cannon were pointed-at -the Trer
mendous, and every thing being perfectly ready to
begin .the attack, .a proclamation was issued at
seven o’clock in the morning, and two hours.al-
lowed to-the crew .to determine whether they
would submit.. Ten minutes before the expiration
.of the time, finding they had no alternative but to
be sunk or surrender, they hoisted the signal of
submission :’ the delegates were given up; some
of them were hanged, others flogged through the
fleet; and perfect good order speedily restored.
.The contagion still spread until it reached the
East-India station, when one of the largest ‘ships,
not in. what was technically éalled bright erdet,
began to shew the same- symptoms;::and perhaps
the most fatal consequences were prevented by the
fortunate wit of an old seaman. The ship’s comt
pany: were . deliberating upon the rexpediency-of

! ‘
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taking the-command ‘of the 'ship, .and’ consulted
among others the captain’of the forecastle : *Whixt
object do you ‘propose' to ‘gain’ by it ¥’ -said-thé
honest fellow: < Why, we want to have dur own
way,” replied the mutineers. ‘¢ Ther you-may
savé yourselves any farther trouble,” sa2id the*veté!,
ran, “fof to'my cértain knowledge you hdve had
it"this three years.” The fact, though undoubted;

does not convey a very high’ comphment 1o thé
discipline of the ship. Y
- Rear-admiral Sir Hugh Christian, -after his dist
tinguished conduct in the capture of St. Lucis,
was' removed from the West-India command :to
that of the Cape of Good. Hope, where he died;
deeply regretted, in November, 1798. b

'+ September the 20th, the Rattlesnake sloop. of
war and - Camel ‘store-ship, were lying in'Algoas
bay, a little to the eastward of- the Cape bf Good
Hope, with stores for .the use of the army under
General Dundas, who had marched into. the "in¢
terior to repel an attack of the Caffres. - While'in
thissituation they were attacked by I_;_"a Preneuse, -

a French frigate of forty-four guns: -The:tap+ l
tains .of® the two British vessels were on: shore
with a party of their men serving with' the atiny,
and the, command devolved on LieuténantWilliatn
Fothergill, of the Rattlesnake, who defended ‘his
ship with wncommon bravery and success.: “Thé
frigate engaged both the vessels successively, but
the Camel," being only a stere-ship, was s6or
silenced; she then approached the Rattlesnake; 4
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slooptof :eighteen ‘guns, ‘and 4fter an action Which
had ludted' six hours and a:half, was'obliged to'put
tol iseatiwith i great damage. 'She’ was afterward
chased and drivenon shore on'the island ‘of Maw
ritius,and ‘entirely destroyed by the Tremerdols;,
Captain John Osborn, and the Adamant; Captain
Wﬂham Hotham.

in February, 1799 Captam H. L. Ball, m the‘
~D;aedalus of thirty-two guns, captured La. Pray
dente of thirty-two guns, two hundred and mnety!-‘
seven men, twenty seven of whom were k1lled 1q
the action. The loss of the. Enghsh frlcrate, twa
killed and twelve wounded Lat 31°south. Long:
33+ieast!/ R SRR
= About thé‘--s‘amé time Commodore Blankef

sailed from Bombay with a detachment of troops
uiidéi’ Gerieral Craig, for the purpose of €diope-
rating ‘with' Sir Ralph Abercrombie in Egypt. '

1#Admival-Rainier, the commander-in-chief, who
hiid'"¢otne ‘out “as commodore, -had ‘been' ‘success
" dively4dvanced to the ‘rank: of reéar-and -vieé-ads
miraliland held+ this command for- eleven yéars)
dbvidg“elich time he protected the commerce of
the company, took every settlement belonging!to
the éhemy, and by his kindness to individuals; ahd
atténtion'to thie varions duties of his station; hadl
dejuited the Tove and esteém of every-description
of iferdotis ‘under-his command. He ama$sed aiv
ififhehse-fortune - -by: the -most honourable nieans;
' and*ei’np%yed' 1t 1n' nets 'Of chayity to:theendiofi
higifey v e B D e v aldd

)
A
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An.June, hearrived at Trincomalee, butimmgs
diately sailed from that place, to.which hedid ho
return 1]l September, the intefvening three mornthy
being always mnhealthy at-thatplaced, .oy Lae.in
- /khe; shipsi which ‘compesed; his; squadron svere

amfpllows L N Covh g m,*m "}

v‘ .A"A'rfx\ j’:}J'”_ l.(

Sh:ps . . szs Skips. ? 7S,

v oot o

Suffolk (ﬂixH) it k2 Centurion « - L 50

Victorioas* « *« +« - 74° ° Diotede sodet g
Aprogant | s, - 4.+ 74 _ Sybille o+ i x ahA%

Sceptre LI 64 Ded«u"neuse e 38

Tndeni N 8 § Fox . :, B O .» ! 3,

r""el"d"' A T T abadan piid

A!H ‘ JLIN vty d n ,t} »ﬁ

On the Gth of September the Earl of Mozrnings;
tont exnharked at Madras. in the E_arL.,Howe,‘Last- :
Indiaman for, Caleutta. - .. . . . . =i Dolipe

,During his command in Indla,, the Vme;—admlr%lr
frequent;ly wisited the Andaman aslandsy gamc}l—:
larly Port Cornwallis, whence he, brought:away
two, of the natives, who had known, the, Crowns
and.the events.attending her visit to the j'swlgng;%;i&
1789.- Of these natives one was killed by,gfigiljl.ial?gf
down. the batchway, the other the ,Admiraliiath
tached ito his personias.a servant. . (oD iy

Gaptam Pultney Malcolm in the F 0x: ,Qf shirtyh
twe guns,; while employed on.this Stauonﬁiyisi§eﬁ>
the Karnicobar islands, which lie to, the,southwards
of the Andamans, and, are a continuation,ef:thab
cluster,in the centye of the hay of Bengal..dderés:
in the harhour of Nancowry, he found fresh.wats¥:
in the rainy season, but very little in dry weatbef+

¥
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"Thei-anchdrage is«good,: and! capable of receiving
thb:largest-ships. -~ . '
-wiSoon after this' the same officer, in company
with ' Captain-Edward- Cooke in La Sybille, ‘ani
choredin Pollock-bay, in the island of Mindanao,
one: of the Philippines.  Captain Cooke sent a
party of men on shore, who were attacked by the
natives; and eleven of them killed or taken prison-
- ers; two' of them. were found dead in the woods,
and another mortally wounded. . Captain-Malcolm
‘sent a very strong well-armed party to scour .thé
woods ‘and burn the villages; they took the king,
or chief, prisoner, and brought him.on- board,
having burnt his house. ‘ -
- The’Sultan of Mindanao is the most powerful
of all the native princes of these islands; he
obliged the chief of the Illinois, who had taken the
Sybllle § men, to return the survivors: in the fols
lowing year they were given up, and put on board
a tradlng ship, for which his'Majesty received the
sum of> 1,500/. sterlmg from the British govern—
ment.’ :
- The seundings on this coast are very singular;
the Fox had sixty-five fathoms, and in five minutes
after: grounded on a mud bank. Iyregular sound-
ingsim copral-reef cbuntries we expect, and are pre-
_ pared for{ but mud- from its nature is genei'&lly
le¥el; orimore gradually undulating. ob

La; Forte; a. French frigate of the largest class,
wdséaptured on the 28th of February by his Ma-
jesty'siship La Sybille of forty-four guns, eom:
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manded by Captain. Edward Cooke. ' The.actidit

took place off the sand-heads in Ballasore-roads)

and lasted one hour and forty minutes, when the

French frigate being entirely dismasted, Mons. .de

Sircé her captain, and all her officers; with many

of her crew, killed, she was compelled -to: surrens

der. Captain Cooke was mortally wounded; and

died at Calcutta, where a monument has been:
erécted to his memory by the East-India- com-
pany, who genercusly presented his brother (now.
Lieutenant-general Sir George Cooke) with a ser-

vice of plate, as a mark of gratitude and respect
for the merits of his deceased relative.

On the 13th of September, government received
despatches from the Earl of Mornington of the cap-
ture-of Seringapatam, the death of Tippoo Saib;
and - the destruction or subversion. of the ‘power
of that daring chief in the peninsula of India.

At the capture of Seringapatam; it was dis-
eovered by some papers that fell into our hands,
that Tippoo was intriguing with the French te
send him out succours, while he was negotiating
with the Earl of Mornington for an adjustment of
all the subjects of dispute. The French were to
supply him with naval officers, who were to receive
aglarge pay; Mangalore was to be- his. principal
sea-port ; Bombay and Goa were to have been
attacked : the first was to be given up to' thé
Erench, the latter was to be retained by Tippoo. -

Captain Bulteel, of his Majesty’s ship Belli-
queux, having six or seven sail of East-Indiamen

|
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. ander his-eonvoy, fell in with asquadron of French
frigates, three in number, o which he immediately
gave chase, and captured .La Concorde of forty-

tfour . guns (eighteen-pounders) and. four. hundred
and forty-four men. While he was employed in
securing his prize, Captains Hamilton inthe Bom-
bay Castle, and Meriton in the Exeter, came up
with La Medée of thirty-six guns (twelve-pound-
ers) and three hundred and -fifteen men, and cap-
tured her. . La Franchise of forty guns escaped by
superior sailing, or she would in all prebability
have fallen.to the other Indiamén who were in
pursuit of her.. This is another instance of the

- gallantry -and public spirit .of the captains and
crews of the East-India company’s ships, and &
singular instance .of a ship of war being taken by
merchantmen. . The prizes were carried to Rie
Janeiro. . . : :

. Om-the 11th of December, the Trincomalee
sloop.-of war, in.the gulf of Persia,. fell 'iu with
L'Iphigenie of twenty-two guns and two hundred
men, -After a severe action the Trincomalee caught

fire. and.blew up, when. all on board perished ex-
cept two-seamen; and the French vessel was so
much shook by the explosion that she sunk shortly
after, .and one hundred.and fifteen of her crew

perished. .

. The cruisers.in the East Indies were very ac-

_tive ‘and. successful at this period under the com-
mand. of Vice-admiral Rainier. Captain William
Hill of the Orpheus; in. the Straits of Bancs; cap-
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-tured! two Dutch merchant vessels: of twenty—’tv#o
gunsj-each with cargoes. - ' o

(! Captain Astle in La Virginie, on her pasSage to
‘Amboyna, made many. similar captures ‘loaded
.with supplies for the istand of Ternate; and a con—
-siderable. quantity of specie ia doHlars.: + ¢

‘Captain E. Q. Osborn, in’ the Arrogant -of se-
venty:four:guns; on the coast’ of Java, ¢aptured a
large: Dutch merchantnian mounting twenty-eight
guis, with a.crew of between two. and three hut-.
-dréed.men, and a.brig of fourteen guns and sixty-
five men ; :and took several other 'smiall arméd-ves-
sels.  On the 4th of August Captain.Osborn -cap-
tured L'Uni, French privateer .of thu'ty guns and
two. hundred and fifty men:. :
- InJuly, 180}, the island Ternate,: after a. smge
and close blockade of fifty-two days, was.taken
possession of by the honourable company’s forees.
A considerable treasure was found there, and.our
loss on the occasion was too trifling to mentlon*
but the enemy suffered severely by famine..: -

The last naval- action which we shall Yecord:in
India before the peace of Amiens is the!daptureof
the French frigate La Chiffone of' thirty-six guns;
by Captain Charles Adam in the Syb\ille.oﬁ forty-
four guns. Thisaction was fought at the Sechelle
islands, where the frigate had gone for the purpose
of conveying twenty-six persons from France, Who
were or had been suspected of plotting against the
life of Napoleon. If the French frigate was, in-

ferior to La Sybille in point-of size and number, of
VOL. 1I. ’ N
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guns, she had the advantages of - position, which
more than countetbalanced this deficiency. Cap-
tain- Adam. was forced to work. his way through
_ very intricate . narrow channel, while he was ex-
posed nat only. to the fire of his opponent, but also
to"thatof & *battery on- shore; composed of’ her
forécastls. guns, which fired hot shot. ' Captain
Adam, n deﬁance of" every obstacle, steeredwstea-
dily for bis: opponent;- and after a short A¢tion,
silenced, and took her and the battery The Sy-
bllle had two-men killed and one wounded -the
Clnff'one twenty killed'and thlrty Wounded

...Theé. Pnze was brought out and arnved m Eng-'
land ‘where’ she was repaired, and (the Sybllle
bemg paid’ off) Captain Adam subsequently ap-
pomted to command her, under the name. of La
Chlﬁ'one : - -

V1ce-adm1ra1 Ralmer contmued in India till ‘the
year 1806.
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AP, VIIL

Political relations. between ,France and America—The 'Presid
rodent’s speech. to congress—Insolence of the directory—Ex+
traordinary (¢ declaration of the President, and shameful con-
E5ed of the' ‘American privateers—The Americans fiicrease
»sthieirt1and vind sea forces—Plot of Mr. Blouiit ‘detected—
SPam in, treaty for the cession of Louisiana to: Americas
Presxdmt s remarks on the deténtion of their trade by France

¥ £Phe Carniatic: seventy-four stops'and séarches an Ainerican
;1 lvessel.of war for British seamen—Consequences—DMeeting of
congress in 1799——Trade revived between America and 8t
Domlngo—bxﬂ'erence of opxmon between Britishand American

- Jgomniissioners on’ subjects relative to detention‘of ‘American
| trdders—Action between Constellation -and Insurgente=:At:

, tempt fo set ﬁre to Halifax dock-yard—~Newfoundldnd star

' tioh—TFarther dlsputes between France and Amenca——Actnon’
Yhetween ‘Constellation and Vengeance-—Correspondencé bes
tween Earl St. Vincent, the. Honourable T. Erskine, and R.
!Worrlnley, Esq. on- the subJect of American Lrade and seamen-

and C

-—Rear-admlral Pole goes to Newfoundfand L
. “” Y ‘,:

AT the opening of the session of congress on the
16th of May, 1797, the President gave a clear and
able statement of the differences subsisting be-
tween France and America; to the origin’of these
disputes we have already referred, but the follow-
ing part of the speech so fully vindicates the Ame:
rican government, and at the same time completely
exposes the corruption and insolence of that of
France, that we have transéribed it for the double -
purpose of shewing that.neither Britain nor Ame-
rica could remain at peace with a council so con-
stituted.
' N 2
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e A iminister thus specmll) commissioned,” say}
the Pres1dent “itwas expécted would have proved
the mstrument of restoring mutual confidenée be-
tweeéti’ the two republies.” In this they were ‘dis-
appomted Two days after'the American ministe
_ had delivered his letters of recall, he was officially
a.cquamted that the directory did not intend to ret
éeive another minister plenipotentiary froni-'the
United Sfates until affer the redress of grievances
demanded of the American government. The new
minister ‘desired to ascertain whether ‘it was in-
tended that he should retire from the territory of
the Freach republic, and was verbally informed
that it was, After much deldy he received a writ-
ten notice to this effect, and proceeding to Am-
sterdam awaited farther instructions from his go-
vernment. : During his residence at Paris cards of
kospztalzty were refused him (perhaps not offered),
and hé was threatened to be subjected to the juris-
diction of the civil power; but with bec¢oming
firmness he insisted on the protection of the law
of natiéns :—could the Turks have ‘done more?
This threat was equal to the act of shutting up
the minister of Russia in the Sever Towers, with
ﬂié sole difference of a little temporary seclusion.
C"Tii"thé course of his speech, most remarkablé
‘foi' tianliness and perspicuity, the President gives
ad a plece of ‘information ‘which ‘We should mdt
“have eiipected he says ‘“that the ‘greater part'of
the crulsers whose depredations have been most
injurious; have been built, and some of them pas-

«
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tially equipped, jn the United States!” and farther,
_he adds < that spme of our citizens re31dent abmad
have fitted out privateers, and othegs have volun-
tarily taken the command of them, and, commltged
spoliations on the commerce of the United States.™

Thisis an 1mportant confession, and should cons
vince the enemies of our country, both foreign and
domestic, that the acts of justice committed by -
Great Britain in self-defence, served as a cloak 10
the most iniquitous practices of America herself

The President recommended, and congress de-
cided on, a farther increase of their land and sea
forces. It is due to the goyernment of the Upited
States to observe, that its conduct;on this occa-
sion was marked with justice and virtue towards
forelgu powers. The lower orders in America still
clung to France; the better, particularly in the
eastern states, were the friends of Britain ; the
former obtained the namé of Democrats, the latter
of Federahstq ‘

During this session a curious fact came hefore
the congress, and, as soon as the debates on the
disputes with France had terminated, underwent a
very long and ammated discussion. |

It appeared by a -correspondence which, had
fallen into the hands qf the executive gbverpment
that a Mr. Blount, a member of congress— —and if
we may judge from the style and nature: of hls

-letters, a.person of very inferior ab111ty-7}1ad _beqp
* See Annual Register, 1797, State Papers, P “28*0

Y
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pno%tiﬁg*mfh the"Creek *and Chérokee Tadians to
d’lspo"’ssess ‘thé 'Spaitiards" add ' Americans of théir
Aerritdty* in ‘the southefn 'states’ The plan; "t
“’m‘rouldhaﬁpear, was tov“bevsupported! by éertdin
Hgénts in’ ’Eng1and ‘but whether' by the govem-
mént 'or by individuals was not spec1ﬁed tand pef-
liaps ¢ould fot'be déteriined. ' Mr. Blount was _
&mmeéhately ‘expélled the house by a" tinanimious
¥ote, and ‘declaréd-to have been guilty of ¥ high
mlsdemeanour entirelyinconsistent with His pubhc
tfist and duty as a senator of the ‘United States:
"5 My Liston, the British’ minister;’ fuliy-’ and hn—
 quivocally'denied that his’ government had any
‘participation: in the transaction ; and thls we most
firimly beheve : it did however appear, froiit ‘Mr.
Liston’s 6wn eoiifession; that a proposal had beeh
made to him of invading the Spanish territories 'of
Liuisiafia): by means of ‘an-expediﬂti\bn.,ﬁttﬁed on the
Jakiés; and British naval force being drderéd: t6 co-
bperétéwvrth At at’ the mouth of ‘the. MlSSlSSlppl
%ﬁt ‘that'he, M7 Listen; liad rejected the proposal,
atithies same timhe communicating its: substarce to
higoWwnrgovernment. -+ SE RN RN
-STThe? disenssion -aid - preliminary "articlés ‘of 'a
'ffea{tj?f‘ﬁbix}/ben Spain 4nd America-for the bessioh
of Eotisiara‘to the latter, had been:begun ih'the
ﬁfé’c'bdmg ‘year} but the: Spariards pofyssessmgI ho
‘energies -except those of caution and AFgutiteri,
,’dréwﬁ*i’:hé treaty to the most. .ehormois | lénéth,
ihﬁd’”"pi‘édué'ed' ‘much- unnecéssary’ vexatiorn 'dnd
dépay bagnl - ot g 0 3
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+ MrsAdams, in o, farther communication tg, o,
gre?Snczn the 23d of INovember, says, The g;um@;
JXOus captures of American vessels by the. grn.users

£f the French republic, -and of some: by these, of
SP&ID, have .occasioned eonsiderable: expenses. in
ma‘ksng and;:supporting the claims of our gitizens.
J)eforerthexr tribunals; by means of the: same capy
JAures (great numbers of our seamen  have: been
thrown on shore in: forelgn countries, destltute of
,aH mgaans ,of submstence, and the.sick in. partlcular
‘have been .exposed to grievous sufferings. Some
foreign vessels bave beep‘dmcoyeped,‘saﬂmg under
the flag of ;the United . States;. and' with. foreign
papers., It-seldom happens that the consuls can
detect this deception, because they have no au-
thority to demand the.inspection -of the reglspry
and sea-letter.
- In 1798, the il ‘humour of the. Amencans,
which- had begun .to: -subside, was again, excited,
from the unavoidable repetition of searching their
ships for our seamen : this act, which aothing: but
severe necessity could justify, we have,already
observed was: practised towards- their; merchant-
men as.a matter of course,.and to which they re-
‘Juctantly'submitted;. but when a ship of was heay-
ing their flag was subjected to the same.indiggity,
it became an object of state inquiry, and, the.cause
of. national animosity. : e RS
.Captam Loring, of the. Carnatic: of sevent){;foﬂ}'
guns, ;hoarded an American vessel of W€ off; the
Havannah, for the purpose above related ; m gon-

k)
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sequence-of which the following circular letter was -
'iSSﬂBd i*—-: '
7va'-R§fu o

It isithe positive command of the President, -that on no pre-.
tence whatever, you permit the public vessel of war ynder your |
command to be detained or searched, nor any of the officers or
men belonging to her to be taken from her by the ships o vessels
of any. foreign nation, so long -as you are in capacity to repel
such ouytrage on the honour of the American flags If force
should be exerted to compel your submission, you are to resist’
that force to the utmost of your power; and when overpowereil
by superior force, you are to strike your flag, and thus yield
Your vessel as well as your men, but never your men w1th0ut
your vessel.

You' will remember, however, 'that your demeanour be re~
spectful and friendly to the vessels and people of all nations in
amity, with the United States; and that you avoid as carefully
the commission of, as the submission to, insult and injury.

I have thé honpur to be
Your obedient servant, _ )
BENJAMIN STODDART.
Given at the Navy Department, Dec, 29, 1798.
To the commanders of armed vessels

_ in the service of the United States.
. . " .

.On the mieeting of congress in December, 1799,
the President in his speech adverted to"the poli-
tical situation of the United States; and observed
that he had thought he might safely renew a com-
mercial intercourse with the island of St. Domingo;
in consequencé of which he had taken off the pro-
hibitions; -and he had found that the persecutions
of American citizens, and the ‘practices of phva-
teering-by the blacks, had entirely ceased. ;

He ,yfé;rther observed that a slight' disagreement
had unfoftunately-obcurred between” the commis-

{
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sioners appointed by both the governménts to;exsx -
‘amine the claims of British subjects on the Uited:
States ; but as a mutual wish existed on both,sides
for an. adjustment, he had no-doubt but:: they
would come to a satisfactory conclusmn Thesa
discussions related to the detention of Amerlcan
vessels' by British cruisers. The result of his mis-*
sion 'to, France still remained uncertain. ’\’Iean!.
while the depredatlons of the French cruisers in.
the West Indies were carried to so great an ' ex='
cess, that the President deemed it prudent to as-
sert the honour of his flag, and sent Commodore
Truxton, in the Constellation, a frigate of thirty-six’
guns, eighteen pounders, and well manned. The,
Commodore, on the 9th of February, fell in with
_the Insurgente,.a French frigate of the large class,
having forty-four guns, eighteen pounders, and
four hundred and ten men, commanded by Captain
Buroe: an action immediately commencpd and
continued with 50 much spirit on the side of the
American, that his enemy was compelled 16 ‘sur-
render, with the loss of twenty-nine men killed and -
as many wounded ; the American had one killed™
and two wounded. !

The affair happened off Nevis, and the ‘prize’
was carried into St. Christopher’s. General de§
Fourneaux, governor of Guadaloupé, “sent atré.
quisition to Commodore Truxton to deliver up%ié’i
capture, but to this the Commodore vety pro-’
perly replied, that having hitherto acted’ by-the
orders of his government, he should still ¢ohtinue

Y
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to dp SO, and that no threats would induce hun to
alter h1s conduct. ThlS act however did not pro-

¥ iin

.....

A uce a war between the two countrles France
belng sens1ble that ehe deserved the chaFtlsement
and not in a s1tuat10n to reyenge, it, attempted to
.gain by negonatlon what she had found unattam—
able by force. . G el

Some attempts Were made to set ﬁre to the na-
val dock-yard at Hahfax, but they fortunately
falled ‘We have not, the. shghtest cause. of suspi-
c1on agamst ‘the American government: but be-
heve It to have been the act, of - some 1ncend1ane§
amoncr our own people . " :

The Honourable Vice- admlral Waldedrave com-
manded on, t‘re l\ewfoundland statlon, ;but no-
thmg of any 1mportance ocecurs e1ther here or on
the coast of Amemca to arrest our attention.

The Amerlcans Were no better satlsﬁed with the
conduct of France, after. Bonaparte had becomp
chlef consul tha.n they were when it'was governed
by the d1rectory, and another severe action ber
tween a Freneh ;and an Amencan frxgate in, the
Weét Indles shews the feeling between the two
natrons. ) Thexr partlahty to France, in the year
1799} had hegun to subs1de, and they were; seri-
ously out. of humour with ‘the Chief Consyl,
whose arbltrary power 5o, shocked their,jdeas of

P}Phcan hberty and, natlonal 1ndependen¢€:,
qm he y made remonstrances, ,through, their mis
ru‘s'ter at. {Pans, on the seizure of some of),thew
merchant vessels, and of then' ﬁnal condemnatmp

AN T
1
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m'fhe ’of’t‘é{df f(rancé”ﬁ tiiou'f a shadow of‘ 76’ h{-

D

:I(K;>

sh Silated agreen}ent or ﬂlegél traffic. ~ thtle acts
oF ’fxostlhﬁy‘\'zvere commltted by both' partles “but

ol Dt

no s ec1ﬁc deciaratlon of war took p]ace

,..»

.r1ﬁ1mé rlghts and resist, ‘as far as in hey power,
the’ aggressmn of the: bel]xgelents ; and’ ‘the Cén-
ste’llatlon had agam the honour of aVengmg her

,,,,,,

some large frlgates and. sloops to support her 1as-

Frors the Pre51dent was cruising oﬁ' Guadaloupe
when she fell in-with a French' fngate of the 1arffe |
“¢ldss, Which it appears had been’ usmg too great
fréeddth 'towards the -American tradé:” After an
4étidn; “in which the Constéllation lost her thain-
mast, the. French ship es“aped and put 1nto dura-
905 ‘where ‘it' was " discovered that hér name Was
Td Véngeance, and that she had upwards of' one
%undred and fifty men killed and wounded I?
 this 46tion the' American frlgate “which ‘Was' coni-
thanded by 'Captain Thomas Trukton, Beﬁave&'
'with ‘great and becoming gallantry; she had four-
teeh killed' and 'twenty-five woundéd, and’ ‘there
c¢dn be no doubt that’ the’ Frenchman owed His
dafety to' the loss of the Constellation’s mamn‘fag‘ N
Thé detention of their trade and' the 1?nff‘e's%—
ment ‘of "their seamen still contlnumg t6’ 1ncrezi
thd irritation of America against Great‘ théii'ﬁ,
the following letters will' shew to what exteni

2
dbuses were carried’; and that if Americi”éom-

)
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plamed of injustice, England - had no-less cause of
recnmmatlon. ‘ ’

From the Earl of St. VINCENT, first lord of the admlralty,

s

. “ to the Honourable THOMAS ERSKINE.

Admiralty, March 13, 1801.
MY DEAR SIR, .
My first object on coming to this board was to reform the
courts of admiralty in the colonies, with a view to check the
vexations to which the American commerce has been subject;
and Sir William Scott, who is to name the new appoimments,
has it now under consideration. Mr. King is probably not aware
of the abuses which are committed by the American consuls in
France, Spain, and Portugal, from the generality of whom any
"Englishman (the consul knowing him to be such) may be made
an American for a dollar. T have known more than one Ame-
ricdn master carry off soldiers in their regimentals, arms, and
‘accoutrements, from the gamson at Gibraltar; and there can.
not be a doubt but the American trade is navigated by a con-
siderable majority of British subjects. Thus it becomes a very
difficult point to draw the line; and I have always considered
this as the greatest evil arising from the separation.

"I entertain a wery high respect for the public and private
“character of Mr. King, and prize your friendship still higher;
and you may rest assured that whenever Lord Hawksbury makes
a4 communication to me on this subject, I will do every thing
¢onsisténtly with my duty to. the public-to cement .the union
between the two countries. _
' Yours most truly,

ST. VINCENT.
. Ly

'From-the Same to R. WorRMLEY, Esq.

Hdmiralty, Aug. 10, 1801.
Sig,

I bave received great pleasure from your obliging letter of the
5th of May' and I do assure you that I have exerted every
means in my power, both before and since 1 came into office, to
put a stop to the vexations to which the American navigation
has been exposed during the present war: and you probably
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have heard that wlnle ¥commanded before Cadiz I shewed, every
possible attention to the subjects of the United States. I shall
steadily persevere in this conduct, being perfectly convineed of
the wise policy of bringing the two countries as near together as -
their interests will admit. 1 have the honour to be, with great
regard and esteem,
- Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
ST. VINCENT:

Tn 1800, " the .Honourable Vice-admiral Walde-
grave, having held the situation of governor and
commander-in-chief of Newfoundland -for . three
years, was succeeded by Rear-admiral Charles M.
Pole. The limits of that command extended no
farther south than the island of Cape Breton; there
could not therefore be much enterprise or p‘roﬁt
within such a boundary. The flag-ship sailed with
convoy in July or August, and ence as late as the
5th of September; she had no sooner arrived in
Newfoundland than she was prepared to return
bome, so that most of her time was passed in St.
John's-harbour or at Splthead At that. penod
the Admiral was commander-in-chief of the troops,
but a general officer has since been appointed to .
the situation. The power of the Governor is much.
morecontracted; his station is extended to five
years, but he is to be a resident for that time,
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TIRRLL A3 048 e L7y - A
Attdcks on. the Commanders-—m-chlef at home for their. coqducﬁ.

in thé ‘West Indies—Cause and acqulttal—Stdte of aﬂalrs m
4rthe! West Tndies4-Victor Hugies—Afrival of large Teiiiforté:
‘ments . fiom France—Escape from .the Bellona and Alarml-
—Official despatch——Crueltles of Victor Huoues—~Massacr9
of loyahsts—Murder of English pnsoners——Actlon between
_:Blauche and Piqiie—Maroon warinJ amaica-~The island saved
by a fortnnate mistake—The Success -arrives with, trooph:at
Montego—b4y——-Appx chensions of the planters———SpamsHblood- '
" hounds’ 1mp01ted to hunt the Maroons, who are ﬁnally sub
. dued and sent to-Halifax—Victor Hugues takes’St. Eustdcia
. and St. Lucia—Sends a force to St.Vincent,and excites a Carib
+ rebellion there—Success .of the French and Caribs—Ardour
~and difficulties of the British troops—Loss of British oﬂicers-—
Death’ of Colonel Ritchie—Farther reverses:—Arrival ‘of Sif
J. Laforey—Demerara and Berbice attacked by Captain Parx
and taken—Amval of Sir H. Christian and General Aber—
cromble—~Rear-admxral William Parker succeeds Rear-admii-
. ral Ford:at Jamaica—Rear-admiral Christian and-Six R, Aber-
cromble retake St. Lucia and St. Vingent—Account. of the
Canbs of St. Vmcent——-Reductlon of the rebels m Grenada
L Kirival wof Reax admlral Harvey in fhe Prince of Wales—
; French pttack Anguilla, and are defeated:by Captain Barto
R ——Successes of Captams Otway and Wdrxe—_Llst of ships ems

Caleiedie . : . 1
W .H}'.Nf», c

N oi sooner had ‘Sit John Jervis landed- in i -1t
'twexCOuntry, than: complamts were “sent* td''the
government against himself and the Genéral, for
injistice-and extortion in the performance’6f their
duty. .- These complaints wete forcibiy urged, *ahd
_eagerly: listeried to in parliament, where it ws'ds!
serted that: the loyalinhabitants of. Mattinique-and
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Guadaloupe had been plundered of their private
property by the General and the Admiral, the le-
gality of whose proceedings was severely ques-
tioned. It was long before the mind of Sir Jahn
Jervis was at ease cn this subject, and we find him
ad&réssmg Tetters to his Majesty’s ministers from
the, Medlterranean, complammg of - persecutions
which threatened him with ruin. - “The f'acts' are
s1mpIy as follow }—

On the reduction of the islands by force of arfis,
and-after severe contests,-all pubhc property v Wwas
Justly c]almed for the captors from_ this much
was. attempted to be rescued. as belonging. to pri-
vate individuals : in some instances their demands
were acceded” to, but British generosny in this as
in.all other similar instances was shamefully im-
posed on. 'The French settlers, asmsted by, many
Enghshmen of the neighbouring settlements, en-
deavoured . to: cover colonial produce ‘ast bemg
réally British property bought prévious“to "the
capture, of ‘the 1s1ands,* but this being, strongly
resisted, the claimants eame to a: comprotmz»e‘ -and
agreed- to pay a’certain sum 'to the captors as a
compensation : unable to evade the payment, they
urged these complaints-to the Britishination; and
many believed them to be well founded:; we knows
them ta have originated in fraud, and:: rejoice;te
say that the wisdom of parliament decided: thas
the Admiral and the General, in the condiict.they
had pyrsued, had donetheir duty. From themo-
* Sec Cooper Williams’s €ampaigns in the West Indies, '1704:-

A
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ment of the departure of these distinguished offi-
cers the affairs of the. Caribee islands. went to
ruin.

The war in the West Indles after the expu1s1on
of the British troops from the island of Guadaloupe,
became more bloody and determined than ever.
The command of the French land and sea forces
having devolved on the notorious Victor Hugues,
- who exceeded the British chiefs now opposed to
him as much in talent and resources, as in ferocity
of manner, and disregard to every human feeling,
If our Admiral and General were deficient in
local knowledge, they were still more so in Jand-
~ forces to oppose the enemy; but in ships they
were infinitely superior. Vice-admiral Caldwell
had brought out with him three sail of the line,
the Majestic, Theseus, and Bellona, of seventy-
four guns; besides these he had under his orders
‘a sufficient number of frigates and smaller vessels
to have kept a vigilant watch on the windward
side of Guadaloupe, whence any reinforcement
coming from France might be expected to appear.
In St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada, the flames
of rebellion were fanned by the arts of Victor Hu-
gues, and nourished by the forces of France, which
either in squadrons or single fast-sailing ships
were continually arriving in those devoted settle-
ments. ' ‘

At this moment an event happened which threw
the whole in.the utmost state of alarm, .confusion,
and dismay; and caused the loss of lives and pro-

€
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petty to the British settlers, which seems to have
completed the measure of calamity already-heaped
on those unfortunate people.

On the 5th of January,. the Bellona of seventy-
four, and ‘the Alarm of thirty-two guns, were
cruising twelve leagues to windward of Deseada;
when about eight o'clock in the morning they
found themselves in company with a French squa-
dron, consisting of two large frigates, three armed. -
ships, and ten sail of transports, as it afterward
appeared, full of troops and military stores. The
Captain of the Bellona made the Alarin’s signal to-
chase the'transports, which were to leeward of the.
frigates, while the Bellona went.in pursuit of the
la'rgepvéss,els formed in line to receive him: the
first he came up with brought-to on receiving a’
few shot, and the Frenchmen called out they’
were sinking: this induced the Captain of the
Bellona to send a boat-to her; the Alarm; instead
of following the orders he had received, brought-
to also, and the Captain went on board the Bel-
lona. In the mean time the boat, which had gone
to the relief of the pretended sinking ship, was run
away with by some of the Frenchmen, who reached
the other vessels in safety. The French Commo-
dore seeing the Btitish ships both employed with
the captured vessel, collectéd his convoy, and the
whole made their escape, leaving the two British
ships in possession of the Duras. _

We give the official despatches, by which the
public will judge for itself ; and we trust to the

VOL. 1I. T, (o]



194 WEST_ INDIES.

_purity of our motives for having dwelt so much.on
thepai‘nful subject. -

Extract of a letter from Vlce admiral CALDWELL to Mr. S'rz-
PHENS, dated off Mammque, January 15, 1795.

You wﬂl please to acquamt the lords commissioners of the
admlralty, that General John Vaughan and myself-think it ne-
cessary to send a frigate to- Envland -immediately, to inform
government, that on the 6th instant, a convoy from France,
under two or three frigates, got into Point 4 Petre, Guadaloupe.

Euclosed is a copy of Captain Wilson’s minutes, which is the
best information we have, and by which their lordships will see
that one of the enemy’s ships was taken, the Duras, said to be
an old E rench Indiaman.

Minu@és of proceedings on board of his Majesty’s ship Bellona,
" -GEORGE WiLsoN, Esq. commander, January 4, 1795.

On Monday, January 5, 1795, latitude 16’ 30° north. De-
seada ‘bearing west, distance twelve leagues, at eight A. M,
‘desctied two sail standing towards us: the weather being very
hazy, d could only perceive one to be a frigate, which tacked
and stood from us. _We chased her with light winds and very
hazy wedther. About twelve o’clock I discovered ten_sail to
leeward lying-to. Upon making them plain, from their size
supposed them a French squadron. About one o’clock they
bore up ; we 1mmed1ately chased, the weather being very squally
“and hazy. I supposed five of their ships frigates. At five
o’clock made the Alarm’s signal to attack the convoy; the fri-
gates dropped in their rear and formed ; the sternmost I came
up with, and began to fire, when she struck. I perceived four
‘othéeis hauled out, apparently-with an intention to engage. At
-eight o’clock I sent an officer and boat on board the frigate to
take possessmn, and found her to be Le Duras, of twenty guns,
fou_r liundred troops, and seveuty seamen. They reported her
*in a sinking state, during which time. I lay-to, expecting ‘the
other frigates to fetch me on the same tack, when Captain Car-
penter. hailed me to observe the same.—At half past eight I saw
the frigate had bore up, upon which I desired Captain Carpen-
ter would take charge of the prize, and follow with all pexe-

€
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dition—F immediately made sail, but the-night was so dark and
squally that I could not keep sight of them. At twelve o’clock
"I found myself so near Deseada that I was obliged to haul off.—
It blowing very hard, in the morning I was to leeward of De-
seada. As soan as I could-put men on board the. prize, I made
‘sail for Antigua, but could not reach St. Johu's that night. In
‘the course of the hight the prize had driven to leeward-; I or-
:dered Captain Carpenter to carry her‘to St.Kitt’s, and take her
under charge until farther orders. I made the best of my way
‘to Martlmque, being in want of provisions and water.

The following appears to have been the force of ‘the
- enemy :—

L’ Escalle, a seventy-four, cut down, mounting forty-six'gups
and five hundred men; L’Astree, of thirty-six guns; Le Leve-
‘ret, twenty guns ; La Prompte, twenty guns; Le Duras, twenty
-guns ; and ten armed transports ; sailed from Brest on the 17th
.of November last, with troops and warlike stores. The Duras
has on board field-pieces, mortars, shot, shells, great quantities
of small arms, and trenching tools of all sorts; numbers not
.yet ascertained.

The fata] consequence of this unfortunate arrival
was soon visible : Victor Hugues, reinforced be-
.yond his ‘most sanguine expectatlons had troops
to spare for his designs upon the neighbouring
islands ; and the blood of Englishmen soon flowed
in copious -streams, while their habitations were
Jburning from the very hands which had so mira-
.culously escaped from the British cruisers.

After the republicans hdd made themselves
masters of Guadaloupe, and before the arrival of
'thlS squadron, one of their first acts was to put to
death three hundred loyalists, with a degree of
barbarity which, had we not been well acquainted
‘with their customs on similar occasions, we should

02
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have been led “to doubt: these unhappy men,
- settlers of the island, were drawn up, tied hand
to hand, by the side of a deep ditch dug for the
purpose, while a regiment in front fired on them;
some fell dead, others wounded, others received
no hurt, but all were thrown together into the
~ ditch, the dead, the living, and the dying, buried
in one common grave. The rage of civil discord
"ever exceeds that of the feelings against a foreign
enemy, but here the human ‘breast seemed a
. stranger to every sentiment common to our nature.
Some sick and wounded Englishmen were pri-
soners among these savages, destitute of every
-necessary of life, far from +their friends, and suf-
fering the complicated miseries of wounds, sick-
ness, and famine: they sént to the blood-thirsty
wretch, and demanded ‘or implored relief; what
was his answer ? he sent a party of soldiers,—
no, we cannot disgrace the name ; monsters in the
"shape of men, who put them all to death with the
bayonet !

In-a former chaptet we stated the death of
Major-general Dundas, at Guadaloupe: the re-
mains 'of this gallant and much-lamented officer
were not allowed to rest in peace: they were dug
‘up by order of this man, and scatiered over the
earth. The purpose was defeated by the very act
itself ; the memory of the General, instead (;f
being lost to his country, is rendered doubly dear,
and a monument in St. Paul’s cathedral will con-
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secrate his name to the latest posterity; while.
that of the republican, even in France, if remem-
bered at all, will be a term of reproach to the
worst and most abandoned of the human species.’

The duties of the British forces in the West
Indies now became extremely arduous. The
islands Grenada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent, were’
all at the same time objects of attack, and so ill
protected that the French and the blacks seemed
to have an unlimited power over them, and to use
it with unbridled fury, and insatiable thirst of -
blood. :

We come now to a more cheering  subject.
Captain Robert Faulknor, after his distinguished
conduct at Fort Royal, Martinique, was promoted
to the rank of post-captain, and appointed to com-
mand the Blanche of thirty-two guns,in which
ship he was ordered to cruise off Point 3 Petre,
where on the 4th of January he discovered a fri-
gate at anchor, which shewed no disposition to
meet him; but at half past eight in the evening,
on the 5th, the Blanche having an- American
schooner in tow, was standing under easy sail
towards Grand Terre, when the enemy was dis-
covered as if in pursuit. Faulknor instantly and
eagerly closed with him: they passed each "o't.her’
on opposite tacks within pistol-shot, and at half-
past twelve at night exchanged broadsides: the
enemy having the weather gage, and being on the
larboard- tack, wore, to rake the Blanche, who, to
avoid this, tacked, and ran up to leeward. The

o v
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gallant Frenchman, foiled ix this, put his helm up
to rake her forward, but the Blanche woré, and’
both ships erigaged running before the wind, side
-by side. At one o’clock the Blanche put her helrir
a-starboard, and crossed her adversary’s bow, by
which, as was mutually desired, the ships came on
board each other nearly amidships. In this situa-
tion Faulknor secured the enemy by a halser,:
with which he lashed her bowsprit to his own
capstan. It‘was-in this act that the noble Faulk-
nor fell dead with a musket-ball through his heart.
The Blanche in the mean time keeping up a con-
stant fire from her Yuarter-deck, and all other:
guns, as well as musketry, that could be brought
to'bear on the Pique: the enemy returned this
with small arms from her tops, and from her quar-
ter-deck guns, run in a-midships and pointed for-.
ward ; at this time the Blanche’s main and mizen:
masts fell overboard, and the daring Frenchmen:
attempted to board from their bowsprit, butswere
gallantly repulsed. At'a quarter past two in'the
morning she dropped astern as far as the rope:
would permit. “The enemy now lay with his bow--
sprit ‘abreast of the Blanche€’s "starboard quarter,
the marines  keeping up a constant fire of mus-
‘ ketry, while the officers and seamen' on the main-
deck; by blowing out the upper transoms, brought:-
the after guns to fire into her bows, and. raked-
ber fore-and aft, while they held her in-tow, from:
which the Frenchmen vainly endeavoured to extri-
cate themselves by sending out men to cutthe:

€
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lashings ; ‘these were constantly. picked off by the.
marines. About two ‘o’clock ‘the enemy’s masts:
fell, but the action continued, both- shlps Tunning.
before the wind until five in the morning.

The command of the Blanche now devolved on
Lieutenant Frederick Watkins.  The shipsin num-
‘ber of gunsand weight of metal were nearly upon
a par; both were what are called twelve-pound-
frigates, though the French shot of that caliber
exceed ours' in weight by about two pounds;
with respe(it to the number of men, from the best
accounts that we could obtain, the enemy had:
nearly double, and had they got on board the
Blanche, it is very probable, from that advantage
only, could -have carried her; but in the various.
attempts they made they were always so-gallant-
ly repulsed, that their superior number was- no
longer 1n'their favour: the bowsprit of the Pique
was constantly supplied ‘with a -succesgion of
brave men, who either attempted to board or-to
cut the halser, which attached them to their op- .
ponent. In this exposed situation, the marines .
of the Blanche made such excellent use of their.
fire-arms, that each man as he advanced fell. d.ead,
or wounded into the sea. In the mean while the'
two aftermost guns were so well plied out of the -
stern directly into the bow of the Pique, that her
main-deck was swept fore and-aft, and her masts -
falling, she no longer retained the superiority -of
her small arms in the tops. That she should have:
held out three hours after this accident proves that

V]
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the enemy was actuated by a boundless contempt
of death; nor .did.they surrender till not the
smallest . possibility remained of turning the tide
of victory. The foremast of the Blanche and her
bowsprit was all that was left standing; her main
and mizen masts fell before those of her enemy;
and this apparent misfortune was the cause of her,

' success; for by the falling of the after masts the
British frigate paid off before the wind with the
enemy in tow, thus placing her by accident in a
position that might not have occurred to the most.

~expert seamen, and which at once laid her under
the power of the British frigate: this however.
would have been of little importance, had it not
been followed up by the most undaunted acts of
brav_ei*y. The loss. of their beloved Captain, far
from damping their ardour, seems to have stimu-
lated them to surpass him if possible in valour,
and toe.avenge his fall. Five hours the carnage.
had been going on, when the enemy hailed and said-
he had struck. It was not yet day-light; nota
boat would swim from the number of shot through
them, nor could they have been readily hoisted
out, the masts being gone. Under these difficulties .
nothing remained but to get on board the prize
by means of the halser; this was successfully
.performed by Lieutenant Milne and ten seamen,
whose weight bringing the bight of the rope inte
the water, obliged them to swim part of the dis-
tance, when they gained her deck and carried the -
‘well-earned prize into the Saints.
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~ The loss on board the Blanche was, besides the
Captain, Mr. William Bolton, midshipman, five
seamen, and one marine, killed, and twenty-otie
wounded. The loss of the enemy in killed was
seventy, and in woundéd .one hundred and ten;
the bodies of the former were found on board,
and the latter were landed at the Saints. The
Lieutenants Watkins and Milne are now Rear-
admirals, .

The French frigate had twenty-eight French
twelve pounders on her main-deck, eight long
nines on her quarter-deck, and four thirty-six
pound carronades on her forecastle.

While the’ British West-India islands to wind-
ward were a pre}; at once. to foreign invasion and
internal discord, Jamaica was not exempt from
its share of calamity. The Maroon negroes, in
possession of some of the mountainous parts on
the north side, had often risen in rebellion, and
though subdued caused much misery to the co-
lony. These people were the descendants of about
fifteen hundred African slaves, whom the Spa-
niards had left behind them in 1655, and who
had obtained their freedom without.acquiring that
knowledge of civilization necessary to their happi-
ness,- or sufficient to insure their independence.
Their chief residence was a village pleasantly si-
tuated, called Trelawney-town, about twenty
miles from Montego-bay: and here they might
have dwelt unmolested, could they have conformed .
to the treaties which had been established for.

(4]
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the mutual good of themselves and the * white
settlers. : '
“Without recurring to events which preceded the:
rebellion of 1795, and which are fully and ably
detailed in Edwards, we shall come at ohce to
that which in chronological order necessarily ob-
. trudes itself on our notice in this part of the world."
Two Maroons from Trelawney-town having been
detected and convicted of stealing pigs, were
taken at Montego-bay, and punished by flogging,
~after which they were discharged ; when flying to
their countrymen, they shewed their stripes, and
the indignity which in their persons had been com-
mitted upon the community. The whole of them
instantly rose in arms, and ordered the superin-
tendant to quit their town on pain of death ; they
were however induced to consent to a conference,’
and while they appeared to accept of the terms of
conciliation, they secretly prepared for more ef-
fectual hostility. They had three hundred men
under arms, and only waited the departure of a’
very large convoy for Europe, which they knew
would miuch reduce the British force. There were
on the island very few troops except the eighty-
third regiment, which at that very moment was’
under orders for St. Domingo; this was known to
the Maroons, and while they amused the Gover-
nor and council with the appearance of ¢ ﬁdelityL
and affection,” they used every means of inducing
the negro slaves to join with them in the medi-
tated insurrection.- It would seem unaccountable

[}
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that under these circumstances the embarkation
of the eighty-third was permitted. They sailed
from Port Royal on the 29th of July, under con-
voy of the Success frigate of thirty-two guns. No
sooner had they lost sight of the harbour than the
conduct of the Maroons became less-equivocal,
and the Earl of Belcarras, the governor, saw for-
tunately in time the inconsiderate step which he’
had been induced to take. The course from Port
Royal to the west end of St. Domingo is in.the
wind’s eye, as the trade usually blows; this re-
tarded the progress of the Success and her con-
voy so much, as to admit of a fast rowing-boat
from the east end of the island overtaking them,
which was- providentially effected, and just at’
such.a juncture as rendered the embarkation of the
troops the most fortunate circumstance that could-
have occurred to the planters. The Success and
her convoy, assisted by a. strong current, had on’
the 2d of August weathered Point Morant, when
the despatches -reached Captain Pigot, who im-
mediately bore up, and on the 4th anchored in .
Montego-bay. This event saved theisland. The
Maroons and the blacksattributed that to superior
knowledge which was purely the effect of acci-
dent; and this in a great measure entirely discon-
certed their schemes, and spread distrust among
them. The force of the eighty-third was nearly
one thousand strong, under the command of Lieute-
nant-colonel Fitch. .

In the mean time the white inhabitants of Ja-
maica, threatened>with all the horrors of St. Do-
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mingo, had seen the only troops on which they
could reasonably depend for protection, taken
from them at a moment of the greatest need, and-
"sent to the hopeless task of reducing one hun-'
dred thousand blacks to submission. Nothing
but the. vigour of the Governor, council, and
planters, saved them, their families, and property,
from destruction. Martial law was proclaimed,
all the small detached bodies. of light cavalry, in-
fantry, or militia, were concentrated round Mon-
tego-bay, and the Earl of Belcarras, in person,
took the command of the whole. Dreadful indeed:
were the apprehensions of the planters at this cri-’
tical juncture ; the recent events in St. Domingo,
where the slaves had been completely triumph-
ant, led. them to expect a similar movement;
nor can we acquit some. well-meaning people in
"England of having, by their imprudence, endea-
voured . to insfigate the blacks to the same crimes
which France had to deplore in the neighbouring
island. . .
Many .of the Maroons surrendered themselves’
to the Governor, but the principal part of them re-
solved on rebellion, and began it on' the night of
the 12th of August, setting fire to their own habi-
tation of Trelawney-town, and attacking the out--
posts of the British army. Colonel Sandford, with-
a small party cansisting -of detachments of the
eighteenth and twentiethdragoons, and some horse
militia, having advanced to a spot directed by the
Governor, was ordered to wait there for farther in-
structions, but instead of so doing pushed on to the
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ruins ‘of Trelawney-town: met by the Maroons
in a narrow defile, himself and many valuable
officers and men were killed, and others wounded;
the rest still advanced and drove the enemy from
their hiding-places. The check experienced by
Colonel Sandford excited the most serious alarm
in the island, and exposed the Iﬁemory‘of that
officer to reproach in general orders. Unfortu-
nately Lieutenant-colonel Fitch; with.a small party
of his men, fell by the same want of caution into
another ambush, by which himself and several of
his people were killed. The Maroons had now
gained possession of a very strong and nearly in-
accessible ‘country ; whence no means could be
devised of extirpating them without the assistance
of blood-hounds from' Cuba. Horrijble and re-
volting as such an expedient must appear in an
enlightened age, the dreadful alternative was all
they had left; the nightly depredations and mur-
- ders of these savages eould notbe controlled by the
regular and customary operations of civilized war.
Under this point of view we see no difference he-
tween trampling to death by a horse, and being
torn in pieces by a dog. The opponents of the -
measure, and its supporters inthe house of as-
sembly, were alike influenced by motives of hu-
manity. The importation of them was. at length
decided ; but previous to their arrival, or before
they were called into action, the wisdom of the
Governor and the gallantry of General Walpole
had brou0ht the war to an honourable and effec-

1)
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tual ‘termination. No property in the world"is
more exposed to the acts of .an incendiary than a
sugar plantation; and it was unfortunately:proved
in this instance how much mischief might be done
by a single negro in the course of a night, almost
without the possibility of detection.

‘While- the Maroons were in terror at the ad-
vance of General Walpole, a vessel arrived in
Montego-bay from Cuba, bringing about forty
Spanish huntsmen with one hundred blood-hounds.
Terrifiéd at the information which the .runaway
npegroes spread among them with their usual exag-
_geration, the Maroons submitted to sucf1 terms-as
were proposed ; among which it was stipulated
that they should not be sent off the island. These
terms however not having been duly complied
with by the rebels, and General Walpole "having
‘been compelled to advance upon them-a second
time, the assembly, with great propriety, came to
the resolution of sending off the island all such as
had not taken the benefit of the first act.- In this
some difference of .opinion atose both at Jamaica
and in the -British parliament. In the month -of
June, 1796, his Majesty’s ship, the Dover, with
two transports, received on board six hundred of
théem, provided with- every necessary, as well as
many comforts suitable to the change ‘of climate,
and they sailed from Blewfield’s-bay to Halifax, in
Nova Scotia, where it was proposed to settle them
as-a free colony, and the sum of 25,000/. was voted
- by the'assembly of Jamaica to purchase lands and

4
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build houses for them. They suffered much
from. sea-sickness in the voyage, but arriving at
Ialifax in the summer  time, they at first re-
covered, and bid fair. to be of use to the country.:
a, cold winter succeeding so benumbed their fa-
culties, that it was found necessary to send them
shortly after te -the colony of Sierra Leone, on
the; coast, of Africa, where they or their descend-
ants still continue,:

Vietor Hugues-early/in 1795 obtained posses-
sion of the island of St. Eustatia, in which he found
so ample a supply of ordnance as to compensate
for the capture of the Duras by the Bellona. A
successful landing was immediately effected on St.
Lucia, and was followed. by a simultaneous insur-
rection of the blacks and Frenchinall parts of the
island ; the British forces had no other places of.
refuge than the Vigie and Morne Fortunée. General
Stewart at the headof the British troops defeated
‘the enemy and compelled him to retire, but a se-
rious and unlooked-for reverse of fortune deprived
him of all hopes of retaining the island. On the
22d of April he advanced to attack the strong post
at Souffriere, and was defeated after seven hours’
hard fighting, and compelled to retreat to Vieux
fort with a loss of two hundred men. Pent up in
Morne Fortunée, dispirited and without succours
for two months, the British soldiers sunk under
dejection, and its constant.attendant the yellow
fever; the active Victor Hugues unceasingly sup-
plied fresh troops, and the French at length in-
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‘creasing in strength and numbers .as ours dimi-
nished, attacked and took the strong forts-of Pi-
.geon Island and the Vigie; the latter commanding
‘the carenageé or harbour, prevented any relief by
sea coming to the devoted Morne Fortunée, which
the enemy prepared to storm. Under these -cir-
cumstances it was resolved to evacuate the island,
a measure which appears to have been carried into
execution with a degree of hurry and perturbation
scarcely justifiable in a military point of view:
 gince it is to be supposed that a capitulation might
have been obtained upon more advantageous and
honourable terms, than by a confused and -unmanly
ﬁighﬁ to leave the women and children exposed
10 the cruelty or indebted:to.the kindness of a
brutal énemy. Captain Barret of the Experiment
of forty-four guns, armed en flute, received on board
his ship twelve hundred, men, ;between the hours
of twelve at night and five in the morning. Th¢
Blanche, which so lately supported the honour of
her’ country, was assisting ‘at the.defencé .of this
island, and some of herbrave seamen being landed
dragged the cannon, and obtained the thanks of
‘the General for their exertions. Lot .2

-
. »

Meanwhile the affairs of St. Vincent were in'a
state as desperate as those .of the newhbourmOr
island. The French holding 'St. Lucia glves a
feeble tenure of St. Vincent to the Enghsh, distaht
only eight leagues, and lying diréctly to leeward,
The native Caribs had long: beheld the encroach-
ments of either French or’ EnOhSh settlers” asan

<
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insufferable usurpation of their rights, and sought
every opportunity of dispossessing them of their
hold. Headed by one of their chiefs named Cha-
toye, these people at the instigation of Victor
Hugues burst into rebellion, carrying with them-
the usual horrors practised on such- occasions in
the neighbouring islands: setting fire to the wind-
ward plantations, they murdered men, women,
and children, whether slaves or white, and mas-
sacred in cold blood the English prisoners which
they had taken : this infernal scene was performed
on Dorsetshire hill, in sight of and overhanging
the town of Kingston. TFortunately for the plant-
ers and inhabitants, the Caribs were at enmity
with the blacks or slaves, which prevented the
latter from joining them; they were rivals in the
market for the sale-of their produce, and the mur-
der of some slaves at the beginning was the final
. ruin of the Carib- cause: assisted however by the
French they committed the greatest ravages, and
deluged ‘the island in blood. The first battle be-
tween them and the British forces was fought on
Dorsetshire hill, where the Caiibs were attacked
by a party of militia and negroes; supported bya
few regulars of the forty-sixth régiment, under the
command of -Captain Campbell; together with a
small body of seamerr from the Zebra sloop of war,
commanded by Captain Skinner. The Caribs.
were defeated, and -the chief Chatoye was among
the slain. St.Vincent, like Dominica, from the
rugged state of the country, is of all others the
VOL. II.. A '
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miost :difficult in.which. to repressisudderr insmt
réction ; the rebels raliied again, and werermghin
defeated with great slaughter atthé .postiof Cald
liaqua, a strong place which the British-eccdpiedt -
Mearwhile the French sent miore succours toithd’
rebels from Guadaloupe and.St. Lucia: whethet
the Admiral had not a sufficient force to”pretect!
this vulnerable pointis uncertain ; -we only know:
at that period of the war that the forceremployed’
was numerous and effective, but the enemy eveb
had the advantage of vigilance ;* and the unfortud
nate issue of Admiral Christian’s first and second!
sailing caused the greatest mlsfortunes to . the
islands. : P
‘Early in May, the enemy: ‘had so far regalnedf
their superiority-as to: appear. above the height
of Calliaqua, and summoned Captain Moléswo¥th)
who eommanded. that important post, to surrén=
der.” The Alarm frigate being sent round: to sups
port him, the enemy desisted ; but in d desperate
attack. on the post of Dorsetshire hill, they suet
ceeded, and gained possession of the field-piece}
which was left in the confusion. ‘' The enemy now!
commanded the town, and from such:a situation
they were to ‘be dislodged; this was gallantly-ef
fected by Lieutenant-colonel Seaton under a: hedvy
fire from'a superior force, and the enemy fled im
every direction, ‘still retaining the: strong"post of
the. Vigie; -whente it was also déternnined. to disu
‘lodge them:: Sir John Vaughan having come hin
self from Martinique to investigate the real state of

<
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the.island, took efféctive medsures. for its:relief;
and on hig return sent back all the reinforcements
he could:afford, with.a: supply of ordnance stores.
The British forces, now: under the. command .of
Lieutenant-colonel Leighton, advanced to. attack
the: Vigie, a post consisting of three hills of un-
equal height; these were strongly fortified: part
of the forty-sixth and sixtieth regiments, the mi-
litia, rangers, and seamen from the-ships of war to.
drag the guns, were ordered on: this service: they-
took ‘with - them four six-pounders and two mor-
tars: This was in the beginning of June. -

The irresistible valour of the British troops car-
ried all before them ; the first and second redoubts
were. taken by one division under the command
of  Lieutenant-colonel Ritchie. The enemy; per-
ceiving how' small the force was opposed to them,,
sallied forth from the last and chief position ; but
at the, moment they attacked the first division,
‘the sécond: came up under Lieutenant colonel
Leighton; and the third under Lieutenant-colenek
Prevost;when they: retreated in. great..confusion.
to their.own works on the strongest-and. still un~
subdued: gminence. Here they were again:at-
tacked. by .the joint efforts of the ariny-and navysy
& deeputrench was intended to obstruct the: proA
gress:'of the: artillerys but by the. ardour. of théi
sailors- and artillerymen, guns and mortars were
made to.move with rapidity over mounds. of earth:
of astonishing height, and the batteries: opened
with such unexpected fury, that.the:place .was:

» ' P2
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taken:. the Caribs-having retired early . in, the. ney
‘tion,.nene but French, were found .in the:fort ;, of
these, sixty _w1th their commander were.made, pri-
‘soners, and about two hundred: and sixty: killed
and ‘wounded ; ;our loss was ahout seventy, wijth
the gallant Captain Piguet of the sixtieth régiment;
‘Having made themselves masters of these strong
‘places,. and reduced the Caribs and thejr; French
auxiliaries, the British forces under- Lientenani;
colonel Leighton proceeded -to.the Carib.country,
which they laid waste with fire and swerd, ,burn-
ing, the. houses, and digging. up - the. ‘premature
" growth of their ficlds, and gardens; ‘the troaps
then entered the town and possessed.. 1 themsekves
of the Carib huts and provisions on Mount Young.
The Thorn sloop of war of sixteen guns accompaa
nied the troops in an attack upon the bay of Owia,
-which it was deemed necessary to secure in.order”
to prevent the enemy landing there from Guada-
loupe : this precaution did not avail them ; the post
was surprlsed by a strong detachment of French
from St. Lucia, eighty of our men were. kllled and
_the remamder fled,- leaving their cannon behmd
them.‘ . The evacuation of St. Lucia proved !t(ly;
mlsfortune of St. Vincent, and had nearly. caused
its loss: a large body of French troops hamng
landed at.the former islandy easily found.meang to
get to. St Vmcent five hundred of them landed in
me—bay on. the 18th of September 'lhe T han
slaop, and Experiment of forty-four, guns, armed
en _ﬂute, saw. the expedition, but havipg rdnfted

(
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to'leéward werd unable “to ‘get within gun-shot:
The Brifish troops now ‘met with sad reverses ;.
Mount Yoting wds evacuated, and the enemy pur=
suéd: them to- Fainburn-ridge, where: they en-
éam'pe'd’, and* cut off thé communication between
Kingstoti'and: the Vigie. 'Lieutenant-colonel Rit--
chie’ with 'd ‘detachment of ‘three hundred men
was-defeated, and that gallant and excellent ofﬁ-
cer-niortally wounded. -

* The affaifs of this unfortunatelittle colony ’wére"
int 'a‘'most “deplorable state, when Major-general
Itving artived in the Scipio of sixty-four”guns;
bringing’ withhim a reinforcement of between twé’
and three thonsand men. ‘

#The! British General did not femain 1d1e the'
ehémy 'was driven from every strong post which
they-had “id the neighbourhood of Kingston, and
compelled to take refiige in the windward part of
the i§land, "where- they were held in close bldck:
adé' untif the spring of 1796,  when they attacked
ouf ¢amp at Colonarie, and succeeded in surprising.
that ifiipottant post. Brigadier-general' Stewart,
who' tommanded, was. three times wounded, and
only 'retired ‘when a shiot had “shattered his'legt
he'1dst four hiindred men wuh all his ammumtlon
and provisions. -4

'ftWhs ‘now “that’ the dispersion” ‘of" Adtﬁli*al
Chn&‘txané fleet, in the winter of 1795 and 1796,
wa¥'deverely felt iri the West Indies: the yellow
fev ‘éf'had so miuch:reduced the effective strength
both éf thié arny and ‘navy, that the French; aided
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by the Caribs in St Vmcent and''thé’ disafféctéd
Fréiicli-and ‘slaves in Grenada and St.Ludia, hdd
nearIy subverted our power in all those'iflands."
“In St Vmcent ‘Maj or-general Hunter still kept
‘the - enemy in check, ‘and )hls endeavours were
nobly seconded by the councll and chnef mén of
the istand. ‘ et
“As the’ stragghng transports froin the | convoy of
Admiral Christian reached Barbadoes, the troops
were despatched to the islands to leeward; where
thelr services were most urgently demanded.
" While St: Lucia had fallen under the power of
France, and 8t. Vincent had successfully struggled
aaalnst it, the island ‘of Grenada’ from the same
causes felt the same effects ; the’ 1nsurrect10ns n
these three islands Were nearly s1mu1taneous and
more fatal in Grenada, as the slaves all revolted
; and Jomed the French, who, since its cession 'to the
Enghsh in the peace of 1783, had been from’ varlous
eauses unwrlhnc subjects of the British' emplre
Vrce-admlral Caldweﬂ in June, 1795, was Suc-
coeded in'the command of the Leeward Islands by
Vrce—admlral Sir John Laforey, ‘who, - on “the'15th
' “Apnl 1796, ordered Captain Parr in the Mala-
‘ bar of ﬁfty-four guns (a hired or purchased india--
‘ men) with a small squadron, having oh board
_ twelve hundred troops under ‘the’ c0mmand ‘of
) Major-general White, to proceed to” thé*coast’ ‘of
f Souﬂr Amerlca and to capture the’ Dutch' settle-
ments of Demerala Essequlbo, and Berblce, in
Dutch Guayana. Thisis a country of a very par-
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#iGular nature for naval and nuhtary operatlons,
,remarkably fat and full of swamps; reglons it
would appear in which the Dutch delight to dwell
The coast is shoal and extremely difficult bf ap-
proach _at four leagnes distance we have no more
!than seven, and often less than five fathoms wa-
ter; the soundlngs are however generally regular,
‘though many dangerous shoals lie off Berbice, and
allowance should be made for a stronO' currept
settmg to the.westward.

Our squadron reached the mouth of the river off
Demerara on the 21st;, the Pique and the Babet
.w1th one of the transports passed the bar, and the
night was employed in preparations for the land-
ing. -On the following morning a flag of truce ‘an-
nounced the surrender of Demerara and Essequlbo
ta the arms of his Britannic Majesty, on such terms
as the British officers had dictated. One or’ two
old armed vessels with some merchantmen rlchly
Jaden rewarded the .captors. From this place,
where they left a governor, the forces proceeded
to Berbice, which on the 22d of May capltulated
in the same manner. '

On the arrival of Rear-admirgl Sir Hugh Clo-
berry Christian to succeed Sir John Laforey, ‘in
June, 1796, the whole face of affairs whs changed,
.he was accompanied by Lleutenant-generaj Sir
.Ralph. Abercrombie with a powerful ; army. That
ab,le officer, sent .a_strong detachment to'St. Vm—
cent to reinforce Major-freneral Hunter the enemy
was, defeated and driven from hill to hill untll

»
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they were com,pelled 4d;surrendery at:.thér Vigie
their last stand, two hundred: were killed;-and Ges!
neral, Manmer with seven hundred more Jaid déwn:|
their arms, and in Noyvember the whold:island. svas:«
restored to folerable tranquillity ; but it wasmot}
till.the. followmg year that the Caribs;weres syb4l
dued vogr P R R I AL I3 Va2 28 P AR 7
~In the mean time- the naval; and. militacy:forces:
under; their.; respective chiefs: proceededs, t» St
. Lucia ; .the General immediately Janded;: having-
‘planned three. simultaneous: attacks. on-the:islandw
these were well concerted,.and two_ of them nobly;
executed, P U S YOS
The first division of troops under Mdjor-general»
Campbell, .1anded in Baye Longueville ;ithe: se-
cond jn.Ghoe-bay ;- the third, intended at; Ance la>
Raye, .was abandoned, owing to the current haw-)
ing driven the ships too far to leeward..- The, Bri-
gadier-generals Moore and Hopé advanced,imme-
diately by. different routes to the attack of Morne
ChabotgGeneral Moore reached it first, and with.”
out waiting for his:colleague dashed in and carried
the .place.. The enemy left fifty-dead.: the British.
troops. pc;:upled :Morne.du Chasseaux, in- the rear .
of Morne Fortunée, iwhich. was completely invese
ted:byJand and.sea, the ships of war lying close
offithe.entrance to the carenage. The enemy.made
anunsuccessful sortie, which cost us fifty men killed -
and.wounded; -among the former. Captain Kerr, of
'the royal York rangers, and among the latter Ma-
jor-Napier of the'sixty-third. In the attack on the

{
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Gran& Culde:Sac; the: Madyas; Beauheu, and Pet
liced, iwererordéred o assistjiaiid a body ofeight>
hundfediseamen: and - thrée ‘hundred ‘dnd  twenty
marings,-uridesthe commarid: of Captain Richard
Lane of the'Astrea,7and George F. Ryves of the Bull
Dog; were very:serviceable. “Thus vigorously as+
sailed, the Governor thought propei to capitulate.
the gatdkon:of Morné Fortunée, consisting of two
thvasand:meii;-and laid dowir their arms? ‘arf im:®
mense quantity of ordnance stores and ammunition’
wds:found-in: the- place;'and 'some: prizes ‘of 'no’”
grédt walue® were taken in ‘the carenage: ' Our’
loss amounted to about five hundred kllled and
wounded:: e
“Captain: ‘Lane .wa$ sent home with -the' des-
sphtches ;iand the following: public order from thé-
General-shews the merit of the navy and ‘the unid-’
nimity of the- two professmns for the good of thexr
country, ‘ T

4

e "¢ Head Quarlers, “St. Lucm,l )
- " May 27, 1796
¢ Daring the-services' which have'beert cartied
or' in. the island of St. Liicia, ‘all the’¢ouragé’ ands
every exertion of the army would have proVea e
effectual, if Rear-admiral Sir H.-C. Christian; afd v
the rbyalmavy, had not stepped-forward with the-’
ala’crity Whiéh hésubeen 50 éOnSpibixbiJ's ’in"fdrwa.i'a:’
td 'then‘ lsklll and 'unremitting labour is'in a g‘reét .
measure’ owing ‘the:success which has attended‘
his- Majesty’s’ arms. It will - afford ‘the* Comt
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mander-in-chief the greatest satisfaction to be able
to lay before his-Majesty the ‘eminent services
which have on this occasion been performed ‘by
the royal navy; and-Admiral Sir H. C. Chnstlan
will confer a -particular-obligation: on Lieutenant-
general Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and the army at
large, .if he will be so obho*mrr as to communicate
to the royal navy, and in particular to Qaptains
“Lane;Ryves, and Stephénson, and the: other offi-
cers who acted on shore, and to the-corps:of ma-
rines, the great obligation which’ they ‘consider
themselves uader to them.. ; R

(Slorned) T. Buspy, Ass.-adj.-gen™

A hst of the squadron employed at the attack
and -reduction of St. Luc1a under Rear admn’al »

Chmtlan, in May, 1796, - ‘ o
o v.or, Ships. oy Guns. , Commanders. , .
) Ser C. Christian, K. B,
Thunderer+ - - - 74 rear-admiral of the blye '
Capt. J..Bowen

Canada N T ¢ George Bowen
Vengeance KR .4 —— T. M. Raussell '
“Mindtaugc = - . 74 < "Thomai Louis
IGanges s« e« .+ ¢ 74  ~— R.MDougal

.
.

- . &, e -

_Alfred . . 74  —— Thomas Drury
‘Hindostan v - 54 ——— Thomas Bertie
.Madras. .+ + -+ + 54 ~nss -J, Dilkes s
Abergavenny . -+ + 54  —— Edward T, Smith,
Charon AN - 44— Stevenson
“Beaulitn . . -+ ¢ 40 —— L. Skiunet .
‘ Aret‘hus‘a' ‘. e 88 -~ Thomas Woolley :

¢ s W .
.

. Hebe . . . . . 38 —— M. H, Scott
Undaunted . - - 36. —— M- 'Rober.ts
Astrea 3 ¢+ . . - 32 - —> R.Lane

hdurel o« < s o 28 —— R. Rolles
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Ships. : "Guns. " Commandets) - "'
Furgs o e s e e 1B 'iCapt .HsEvins -
ﬁull ng s ue ey 16 G F. Ryves
elican S‘brlg) . + 16 —— J.C. Searle
‘HYrictorietise ((htto) - 14 =i J. Mainwating
1Woolwich (S. 8.): « 44 =t Daniel Dobrée
Toyrterelle. -« - .+ 20— - E. Fellows
Beaver . . - .« 16 —= 8. G. Warren

’ ’l‘en‘dr (bomb) o 4 <=t Hon, D. Douorlas

““There were ‘bes1des these many.-other shlps of

_War on‘the West-India station, both to windward
hiid to feeward.» '

In the month of April, Captam R W, Otway‘,
in theThorn sloop of war; one of the most wretched
little vessels - that could be supposed to bear the
name captured 2 large schooner, loaded W1th
French officers and a cargo of national cockades,
with which “they were bound -t¢' ‘Martinique, in
hopes of inducing the-inhabitants of that island
to rise in arms against us.  This project entirely,
failed, otving to the vigilance and good fortane of
Captain Otway, who in ‘the course of the next
month captured, after a very severe action,:the
Courier, a French corvette of eighteen guny and
one hundred and nineteen men, twenty-seven of
whom were killed or wounded, without the loss of
one man in the Thorn, :

Captain Henry Warre, in the Mermaid of thirty-
two guns, in' October of the same year, fell in with
a ship and a brig off Grenada; the brig ran in‘and
got aground, and the Mermaid, in the eﬁgerhess of
pursuit, ran ‘on shore close alongside her ; ‘but the

>
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whole; erew of the enemys vessel, one hundred.and
twenty in number, landed and escaped; the vess
sel'was got off; she was called the Brutusy-:Cap-
tain: Warre then: ‘went-in search-of the shlp, Whmll
after a chase of one-day he had the good fortune:te
capture; she engaged -the Mermaid: for- half-an
hour, -and- having twenty ofher men killed- and
wounded, struck ;. her name was the Republican;
mounting eighteen guns, and.having two -hundred
and-fifty men, many of, whom were,soldiers, who
with. a.general officer were.intended. to support )
. the.rebellion; in Grenada. -
_ -n.Afterthe successful attack upon St. Lucia, Rear—
admiral Christian detached Captain Woolley with
a small squadron to assist General Abercrombie in.
the- arduous task of subduing-the rebels and Ca+
ribs of St. Vincent and Grenada. The internal trans
quillity of these islands was soon restored ;, the fri-
gaxés:.on't'he station were active and successful, and
* many captures were made of the enemy’s cruiserss
The author of the continuationof Edwards's West
Indies * says; - that the Caribs, men, women; and
children; to. the number of - nearly five -thousand; °
were removed.: from the island, :and sent todthe:
island: of: Rattan; in the bay of Honduras. . The:
only- part. of this we are inclined to doubt:is|~thet
number; which we eannot believe ever amounted:
towhatiis here stated.. : Cbe ok bah
(Flie: Aollowing: short  account of zthe 1Car1bs,.;0rv
Charaibs; theAuthor obtained whileserving.inithe;

A

® Vol 4, page 47. ¢ " o
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West Indies in: 1808, from a Uentleman #18°S 2 Wine
-eent." - LTRSS
They-were ‘not- ﬁnally subdued: txll ”17'97, after -
having. for two! years kept the settlers ‘in a state of
¢onstantalarmand incessant warfare; butatlength
their villages being 4ll burnt, and their-plaiitations
laid wakte, they capitulated, and rations were al-
lowed therfi to .subsist on' by:the British governs
ment,: until it was found advisable :to transport
-themn as- before stated. .The black ‘Caribs swere
the -only people who disputed the possesSion-.of
the island ‘with the English; the yellow ‘Catibs;
so. called from the colour of ‘their skin, are a'dis-
tinct and peculiar people ; being few and harmlessy
and having escaped the general proscription; they
yet reside .in the island,  and still boasb amony
them of two races of their kings.: c A

In: June, Rcar-admiral Harvey arrived .'jhv'fihe
Prince of Wales, and relieved Sir Hugh Christidng
who soon after, with Rear-admiral Pole, returhed
to England in the Beaulieu frigate.

- That monster of cruelty,: the offspring “of: »the
French revolution, the infamous Victor Huagues;
unable to conquer, was resolved to ‘destroy yihe.
therefore sent an expeditiori against the: little:désr
fenceless colony of Anguilla. The force consistéd:
of two vessels, the Decius of twenty-eight: guns;
and the brig Le Vaillant of four guns; ‘of heavys
caliber ; they were manned with about.éne:Hdn-
dred and seventy. seamen, and had on bOard thrée:
hundred soldiers. '
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Captain Barton, of the Lapwing of twenty-eight
guns, received the news of this invasion as he lay
at St. Kitts, and with courage and. alacrity flew
to the relief of his countrymen :.quitting other ser-
vice upon which he was ordered, he'took on him-
self the responsibility of disobedience, dnd’ soon
appeared off Anguilla, where he found that the
enemy were on shore, and had begun to riot in-all
the: enjoyment of plinder, conflagration, and mas-
‘'sacre, On the appearance of the British sh1p they
thougﬁt only of escape, but that was denled them :
tlon . the large one, “after. severe chasusexﬁéﬁt
'struck, and out of three hundred people on hoard,
she appears to have had one hundred and’ twenty
kﬂled and wounded. The. greater part. of these
were killed, Schomberg says eighty, but we should
suspect the number was overrated, though ndt too
many. for the heinous crimes which they had per~
petrated. : Coon

The brlg La Vaillant Tan on shore upon’St.
Martin’s, where she was. destroyed by the, fire of
the Lapwing, whose loss upon this well-executed
service amounted to one man killed and seven
wounded. SRR

- On:his arrival at St. Kitt’s the 1nhab1tants e
ceived *him with the most flattering marks ‘of Ap+:
probation ‘and respect; and the Commander-isis
chiéf on the station soon after removed him.fiitos
the Concorde of thirty-six guns, a ship far: better
adapted for his ardent and enterprising spirit:

<
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CHAP. X.

Affair. of ‘Nelson,,and Cockburn in Larmq-bawaemarkablg
coolness of Nelson when Lis ship was in danger—Nelson in
- thie Minerve engages two Spanish frigates—Narrowly escapes
from their fleet—Takes a French privateer—-Arrives at Elbd
~—Prepares for evacuation—Leaves it—Returns to Glbmltal;
—Joius Sir John Jervns—Auecdo!es———Captaln Martin in the
“Trresistible,” Captain Hollowell in the Lively, with the’ Mi-
nerve, take the Mutine—Sir Johu Jervis replies to thanks of
parliament and Lord-mayor—Promotion of flags—Nelsort
made a Redr-admlral and K, B.—Sir John Jervis to divert
'thie minds of his men bombards Cadiz—Nelson and Spanish
.gur-beats—Nelson sent to Teneriffe—Desoription .of: that.
.place—~He attacks it,  and is beat off—Particulars—He is
wounded-—Bowen killed — Nelson returns home-——Oﬂimal
" letters==The squadron proceeds to Cadiz—Lord St. Vincent
days ‘his fleet at anchor before Cadiz—Mutiny in some of hig
ships, which by vigorons measures he quells—Order to Sir,
William Parker—Contmues his attacks on Cadiz—Efficient
‘state of his flect—Rebuke to the captain of @ frigate—Re-
monstrance to board of ordnance—Dey of Algiers. troublex
some—Secret order to Captain Thomson——Correspondence
—Remarks—Miscellaneous—His opinion to the Marqms de
Niza on a question of service. ’

BRI
EEET

Havixe mentioned in a former chapter an agtion:
between the Minerve and a Spanish frigate,.bes
fore we relate the particulars. we must recur; to a
little incident which happened a short time. before;.
abd -which may account. for-the intimacy which,
to.the day of his death, subsisted between. Nel~
sontand Cockburn. These officers it will be rex
collected, were ;stationed off the coast of Genoa,

)y
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for the purpose of blockading that and the neigh-
bouring towns : on one occasion a French convoy,
‘loaded with stores for the siege of Mantua, had
taken refuge under some batteries in Larma-bay ;
Nelson ordered Cockburn, in the Maleager, to lead
in, as being best acquainted, and drawing the least
water: Cockburn ran in as close to the batteries
as the depth of water would permit, and com-
menced action with the armed vessels and forts :
Nelson, never happy if any one was nearer to the
enemy than himself, wished to.get between the
Maleager and the shore; for this purpose he luffed
in, but Cockburn had left no room for him, and
‘the Agamemnon grounded under the stern of the
Maleager. The enterprise still went on exactly
the same, and every thing succeeded; the forts
were silenced, all the vessels brought out, and the
"Agamemnon got off without damage. Cockburn,
while the ship was aground, went on board to
offer his services; he found the Commodore in
his cabin writing letters,—a .singular trait in the
character of that great man; few officers would
‘have had either the nerve or the inclination to be
so employed while their ship lay aground under
an enemy’s battery, and whence it was not quite-
certain that she could be got off. -

Nelson, among his other good qualities, always
‘bestowed praise where it was due; and on this ot-
casion spoke of Cockburn in terms at once flattering
and grateful. ~ This affair took -place on the 1st of
June, 1796, and in July following Sir Jolin Jervis
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placed Captain: Cockburn in’thé Minerve; a frigate
. of : thirty-eight; guns, : still- keepingrhimi attachéd
~tol Nelson; until.separated: by the wvarious:calls
of duty. The Minerve: being left ‘to::blockade
.Leghorn, Nelson; as' we have before stated, was
ssentto conduct the evacuation of Bastia.- On.the
arrival: of ‘Sir: John Jervis “at Gibraltar; with his
fleet, he sent Cockburn.to convey Nelson, withia
broad pendant, to superintend- the .evacuation: of
Elbz. -He:left Gibraltar-on the l4th:of December,
¥796, with the Blanché of thirty-two guns in:com-
‘pany. . On:-the night.cof the.19th, being off :Cai-
ithagena, "they. fell in with.two. Spanish frigates,
the largest of which: was hrought to:action by the
Minerve; the Blanchewent after the other,.which
:kept wup @ rGnning fight: with .her. pursuer; :the
-Minerve;. more fortunate; - soan subdued. her -anta-
.gonist, which, on-being boarded, proved.to be the
rSanta Sabina, an -eighteen -pound frigate of. forty
guns,.commanded by Don Jacobo Steuart.;,During
-the action the . contending and:chasing ships had
aun close Anto Carthagena,:with the.wind; dead
wpon the: land ; the Spanish-.captain was] therg-
:fére: nio, sooner.on board the-Minetve; thany the
<Sabina was taken in:tow ;. this wasg sé,amg}y ae-
complished, when. .the. Minerve was:brought.-to
-action by ;énother -Spanish frigate. . The-Sabina
-¥as instantly.cast off, and the Minerve, left to. her-
self,. erigaged 1 her. fresh .antagouist. for, nearly, an
1hour, :when, the Spaniard,, being perfectly;'ﬂlenc,ed
-endeawqured to- make. ‘his. escapy ;. the: Mmex;ve '
VOL. II. , Q



226 MEDITERRANEAN. [1797,

followed with all sail, but as the day broke they
found themselves surrounded by the Spanish fleet,
of which these frigates were the advance! The last
engaged was called La Perla, of thirty-six guns.
Nelson and his brave companions now felt them-
selves in a very different situation ta that in which
they had been during the night; their prize, but
not their honour, was soon in the power of the
enemy, who endeavoured to capture the Minerve ;
and the most strenuous union of coolness and sea-
manship was required and exerted ta save her
from falling into their hands. With masts badly
wounded, and rigging cut to pieces, every stitch
of canvas was crowded on her before the Spa-
niards were well awake, and passing under the
very guns of a three-decker (which fortunately
hove-to, to secure the Sabina), got outside of them
and ran. Lieutenants Culverhouse and Hardy,
first and second of the Minerve, had been sent to
conduct the prize into port. These officers were
happy to see their vessel, by becoming the object
of attraction, afford the Minerve a chance of escape.
Two sail of the line and two frigates continued
the chase, and for four hours were nearly within
gun-shot, but as the breeze freshened the British
frigate outsailed them; and though one of the
Spanish frigates rather gained ground, she occa-
sionally lowered her studding-sails, to give time
to her consorts 'to come up; in consequence of
which, by sun-set, the Minerve was clear of them,
having in one night captured one frigate and beat



1797.] MEDITERRANEAN. 227

another in the presence of the Spanish fleet, and
outsailed every ship that attempted to pursue her.
She left the Sabina without a foot of mast stand-
ing above her decks. The Minerve had seven men
killed, forty-four wounded, and twénty-two taken
in the prize, and was short of complement before
. the action began. The Spanish frigate had four-
teen killed, and more than forty wounded. Nelson
in his public letter speaks of himself with his usual
modesty, and of his captain, officers, and men, as
they deserved. To Cockburn he presented an
elegant gold-hilted sword in commemoration of
the action. ,

The Ceres escaped from the Blanche in spite of
every exertion of Captain Darcy Preston, and got
into Carthagena. On his way to Elba, the Com-
modore captured a large French privateer of eigh-
teen guns, and carried her into Porto Ferrajo.
Here the damages sustained by the Minerve were
repaired, while Nelson was occupied, in conjunc-
tion with Lieutenant-general De Burgh, in pre- -
paring for the evacuation of the island. Every
thing being in readiness, the General refused to
embark without orders from England.. Nelson
having therefore despatched his convoy before
him, took on board Sir Gilbert Elliot, the late
viceroy, and running down the coast of France
ahd Spain, reconnoitred Toulon, Barcelona, and
Carthagena, and arrived at Gibraltar, on the 9th
of February: 1797. Sailing thence on the 12th
to join Sir John Jervis off Cape St. Vincent, he

' »2
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was followed by two Spanish line-of-hattle ships,
which had been lying at anchor off the Orange-
grove, between the Devil's Tongue battery and
Algesiras ; but fortunately for the hero of the Nile,
these ships gave up the chase, and returned to
the Straits, while Nelson pursued his way to the
Admiral, whom he joined at. ten o'clock on the
night of the 13th; and having again stumbled upon
the Spanish fleet, he corroborated the account of
its near approach,

The particulars of that immortal day we have
related ; but there is one circumstance which we
think ought not to be ofitted, and which has
hitherto escaped our attention.

The Minerve being present in the action, Cap-
tain Cockburn saw the Colossus lose her fore-
yard; and instantly made sail to offer his services
in towing that ship, which Captain Murray de-
.clined, and Cockburn then went in search of his
friend Nelson, who by this time had taken the
San Josef, and-the San Nicolas: the Commodore
immediately hoisted his broad pendant again in
the Minerve, the Captam, his own ship, being
dlsabled and directed Cockburn to carry him to
any efficient British ship in the van, Wth}ll was
the only part of our line at that time engaged;.
but the signal being made by the Commander-in-
chief to. discontinue the action, Nelson’s intention$
were not executed. From these and other in-
stances, which, we shall have to relate', we cannot-
but conclude that Nelson really loved fighting;

[ ] «
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and yet he was seldom in action that he did not
receive a wound. ,

Captain George Martin in the lrresistible, in
company with the Emerald of thirty-six guns,
gave chase to two Spanish frigates, which raninto
Conil-bay, near Cape Trafalgar, where they an-
chored. After an action of one hour and a half,
‘they struck to our ships, and proved to be the
Elena and Ninfa, of thirty-six guns and three
hundred and twenty mgn each?from the Havannabh,
bound to Cadiz. ”

The Elena cut her cable, when she struck and
ran on shore ; she was got off, but so leaky that she
could not be kept afloat. Sir John Jervis, in his
letter #o the Secretary of the admiralty, says,
<< that the skilfulness in rounding a dangerous reef
of rocks, talled the .Laja de Cape Rocha, a little.
to the northward of Conil, and the decision in
making the attack after the frigates were anchored,
displayed one of the most notable actions that
ever came under his observation.” ,

The boats of the Lively, Captain Hollowell, and
the Minerve, Captain Cockburn, cut out from the
bay of Santa Cruz, La Mutine of eighteen guns,
and one hundred and forty men: the boats were
commanded by Lieutenant Hardy of La Minerve,
and the whole affair did him, and those employed
‘under him, the highest honour. The vessel lay
laghed alongside of the mole under the protection.of
thebatteries,*and sustained fornearanhouraheavy

* See the drawing of the spot where Nelson lost his arm.

)
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fire of great guns and smail arms from the shore,
as well as from a large ship which lay in the bay;
the Spaniards being perfectly regardless of their
friends, so long as they could destroy their ene-
mies. There was little wind, and the boats were
obliged to tow her out: she was bound from Brest
“to the Isle of France, and had put in here for
water ; the eaptain and twenty of her men were
on shore when she was cut.out ; Lieutenant Hardy
was promoted to fhe ranf of commander, and
placed in this vessel, in which we shall soon hear
of him again.  °

While Sir John Jervis lay in the Tagus, he re-
ceived the thanks of both houses of parliament.
To the Speaker of the house of commons he ad-
dressed the following answer :

Victory, in the Tagus,
‘SIR, 22d March, 1797.
To have merited the approbation of the house of commons of
Gréat Britain fwice* in the same war, falls to the lot of few men
who hold high commands in his Majesty’s fleet : and I beg you
will assure the house how highly I prize the great honour I have
received, and that I will not fail to convey to the admirals, cap-
tains, officers, seamen, marines, and soldiers, under my com-
mand, the very honourable testimony the house Lias been pleased
to express of their skill, bravery, and discipline, in the success-
ful action with the fleet of Spain on the 14th of February last,
Permit me to make my best acknowledgments to you,"Sir,
for the very obliging terms in.which you have made this com-
munication ; and I have the honour to be,
With great respect, Srr, &e.

The Right Honourable the Speaker J. I
" of the House of Commons. .

¢

* Viz. Martinique, and the 14th of February.
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A suitable reply was made to the Lord-chan-
cellor in answer to his Lordship’s letter conveying
the thanks of thelords: and one from the Lord-
mayor of London, intimating the intention of the-
common council to present him with a sword. To
the last he makes the following reply :

The sword they intend to honour me with, I shall prize be-
yond expression, and be at all times ready to draw in the de-
fence of the rights and privileges of my fellow-citizens; in the
list of whom, the flag officers under my command are proud to
be enrolled. I have the honour to be ~

Your Lordship’s, &c.

Right Honourable Lord—mayor I8
of London.

A promotion of flag officers succeeded the battle
of Valentine’s day, and Nelson became a rear-ad-
miral of the blue. He was cruising off Cadiz with,
a small squadron, having his broad pendant in the
Irresistible, Captain George Martin, when he was
joined on the 1st of April by the Admiral, who
gave him this intelligence, and conveyed to him
at the same time, as a farther reward from his
sovereign, the order of the Bath.

In the course of the summer, to employ the
minds of the seamen, and divert them from follow-
ing the mischievous example of the ships in Eng-
land, particularly at the Nore, Sir John Jervis un-
dertook the bombardment of Cadiz, which he now
held under a rigorous blockade. Fer this purpose
he wrote to England for a bomb-vessel, which was



232 MEDITERRANEAN: (1797

soon sent out; and ‘Sir Horatio Nelson; who had
charge of the in-shore squadron, planned his at-
tacks on the town, to which he gave the greatest
annoyance. On the 3d of July the Rear-admiral
had made his disposition. The Thunder bomb,
covered by the launches and barges of the fleet,
was placed near the tower of St. Sebastian’s and
fired some shells into the town, when an attempt
was made to carry her by the gun-boats and the
launches of the. enemy. The Rear-admiral, who
was present in person with his boats, boarded and
took two of the enemy’s gun-boats, and one of the
launches of their ships of war, with the Comman-
dant of the flotilla. In’this action eighteen or
twenty Spaniards were killed, and the Comman-
dant with many others wounded and made prison-
ers; many others swam on shore, which proves
how very close they must have been during the
the contest. The launch of the Ville de Paris was
sunk, by a raking shot from one of the enemy’s
gun-boats; but by the activity of Captain Trow-
bridge of the Culloden she was weighed and re-
paired.

The bomb was placed within two thousand five
hundred yards of the town of Cadiz, but the action
with the boats ended close under the walls. Cap-
tains Freemantle and Miller distinguished them-
selves on this occasion; and Nelson's coxswaing
John Sykes, who purposely threw himselfin the
way, received a blow on his head from" a sabre
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which was aimed at his admiral, for which the
brave fellow was well and deservedly rewarded.
The Admiral and those with him were personally
engaged hand to hand with the Spaniafds, and
Don Miguel Tyrason, the commander of the flotilla,
in his barge, laid himself alongside of that of Nel-
son; who says ‘“that his resistance was such as did
honour to a brave man:” and that out of twenty-
six men in his boat, eighteen were killed, and him-
self with all the rest wounded.”

On the 5th of July, Nelson attacked them again
with "an "additional force, consisting of the Thun-
derer, Terror, and Strombolo, bombs, covered by
Captain Miller in the Theseus, Captam Bowen of
the Terpsichore, and Captain Waller of the Eme-
rald. The bombardment seemed to have a con-
siderable effect upon the town, and amongst the
shipping; and ten sail of the line, with the flags of
Gravina and Mazarado, were forced to warp up
the harbour out of the reach of the shells. A

Our loss in this affair, as well as the preceding
one, was but trifling.

The"Spaniards in Cadiz not appearing very de-
sirous of again trying the fortune of war, the Ad-
miral made use of the leisure allowed him to send
a small expedition against Teneriffe, one of “the
Canary islands: the command of this wasintrusted
to Nelson. The ships under his orders were of
his own choosing, and shewed his discernment;
they were as follow: viz.
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Ships. © Guns. Commanders.
. . Captain Miller, Nelson’s
Theseus « -« + .« « T4 fg)ag-ship

Zealous - + + .+ o 7i Captain Hood

Culloden - . + .« + 74 Trowbridge
Seahorse - .+ .« .+ .+ 38 Freemantle
Emerald . . « . . 36 w—— Waller
Ferpsichore « . . . 32 Bowen
Fox (1st) cutter - .« . Licutenant Gibson
Leander - . . . . 50 (added.)

This squadron parted company with the fleet
off Cadiz on the 15th of July; and arrived.at Te¢-
neriffe about the 19th.

Of all the places which ever came und&r our in-
spection, none we conceive is more invulnerable to
attack, or more easily defended, than Teneriffe.
The island, like most of its neighbours, is a vol-
canic production, consisting of mountains, ravines,
rocks, and precipices. The bay of Santa Cruz af-
fords no shelter for shipping; the shore is nearly
a right line, and the bank so steep that no anchor-
age can be found beyond the distance of half a mile,

-and that in forty-five fathoms water; the beach,
from north to south, is one continued series of
" . broken masses of loose rock, and round &mooth
stones, either rendered so by friction, or slippery
from sea-weed ; on this a perpetual surf breaks,
rendering the landing at all times difficult, except
at the mole or pier of Santa Cruz. To these ob-
stacles there is another, which Nelson experienced
in its fullest force.—Teneriffe, like all other moun-
tainous countries, is liable to calms, sudden squalls,
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and violent gusts of wind, which rushing down the
ravines, frequently take a ship’s topmasts over the
side without'a moment’s warning. Such was the
place which Nelson was going to attack with one
thousand men, for his ships could be of little use ;
. and dastardly must that people be who would have
surrendered to thrice that number of the best
troops in the world. The plan was, however,
laid, under a supposition that the Spaniards would
have conducted themselves on this, as they had
done on other occasions.

Nelson proposed, by landing to the northward,
to make themselves masters of a fort within gun-
shot of the town, and then send a summons to the
Governor. This plan was rendered abortive by
the frigates meeting with a gale of wind in the
offing, and with a calm and a strong and contrary
current in shore, and day-break surprised them
before they could effect their purpose.

Trowbridge and Bowen, with Captain Oldfield
of the marines, were intrusted with this part of
the enterprise; we may therefore be assured that
it failed only from insurmountable causes.

Consulting again with Nelson it was determined
to obtain possession of the heights above the fort,
in which had they succeeded, little advantage
would have been gained without artillery, which
tlley could not have carried with them, and would
not have found there. The men however were
landed, and the ships of the line stood in to batter
the forts, but calms prevented their gaining a po-

»
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sition nearer than three miles, and the men were
re-embarked. '

On the 24th of July another attack was made.
He anchored ‘his ships about two miles north of
the town, as‘if intending to land there, but this
was a feint: the whole force had assembled along- .
side of the Seahorse, where Nelson made his final
arrangements, and at ¢leven at night pulled in for
the shore in six divisions, conducted by the re-
spective captains of the squadron ; Freemantle and
Bowen remained with Nelson.

" ‘The mole head was the great rendezvous; here
they were to land and proceed to the Prado. At
half past one, being close in shore, they were dis-
covered by the enemy, when Nelson directed the
boats to separate to their respective points of at-
tack, and giving a hearty cheer they pushed in for
the landing place.

The Spaniards were prepared and received
them with a heavy fire of great guns and musketry.
The night was dark, the surf high, and the beach,
as we have described, so rough, that in the clear-
est day no boat could have landed with dry am-
munition. The current swept many of them to
leeward of the ‘mole, and wunable to find it they
landed where they could, their boats were stove,
‘and their powder destroyed.

" Nelson’s, Thompson’s, Bowen’s, and some othtr
boats, found the mole head, landed, and' took it:
but here their work had only began; ‘a high wall
and palisade imneded their advance, while a heavy
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battery plied them with round, grape, and mus-
ketry: here was the great slaughter of our men.
As Nelson stepped out of his boat a shot struck
the steps, but whether that or a splinter of -the
stone struck his arm seems doubtful; at Tene-
riffe the Author was assured it was the latter..
The wounded hero was supported by his son-in-
law, the present Captain Josiah Nisbet, .and to
his attention probably owed his life ; a boat's crew
was instantly collected, and they pulled off to the
nearest ship of war. As they rowed mournfully
along in the dark and squally night, a horrid shriek
proceeded from the Fox cutter, which having re-
ceived a shot in her side, instantly sunk, and with
her ninety-seven seamen and marines. The boat
in which Nelson lay flew to their assistance, and
was instrumental in saving many. Coming at
length alongside the Seahorse, Nelson refused to.
be taken on board, lest, as he said, he should
alarm Mrs. Freemantle, whose husband was still
on shore, and hi_s~ fate unknown: bleeding, and
suffering that agony of pain, which in half an hour
succeeds the infliction of a gun-shot wound, the
hero was taken to the Theseus, where he walked
up the side without assistance, and immediately
ordered the surgeon to prepare his instruments
and perform the amputation.

>In the mean while Trowbridge with his party
having missed the mole, landed to leeward, and
was more fortunate than his brethren: he got
immediately under the battery on the south side



238 MEDITERRANEAN. ° [1797.

of the town; Waller of the Emerald was with
him; some of the boats put back, others instantly
filled and were stove against the rocks. Trow-
bridge‘an'd his few followers pushed in towards
the square, hoping to find the Admiral and their
.companions, but having lost their ladders they
could advance no farther : a serjeant being sent to
summon the citadel was detained, and Trowbridge,
uncertain what steps to take, sought a junction
with Hood and Miller, who had landed still farther
to the southward. At day-light they had collected
about three hundred seamen and . marines, all the
survivors of those who had landed; and having
taken a little ammunition from some Spaniards,
they boldly marched on to the citadel. The streets
were all well guarded with field-pieces, and the
Spaniards appeared determined to defend them-
selves. Never was an assailing enemy in a more
forlorn condition : they had a fortress before them
whose walls were to them insurmountable, de-
fended by a numerous garrison with heavy can-
non; against these he had nothing to oppose but
the daring countenances of himself and his brave
followers; he had neither artillery, scaling ladders,
ammunition, nor provisions; and most of the boats

~ being stove, he could neither retreat nor receive
reinforcements from the ships.

Trowbridge, second only to Nelson in presence
of mind and resources, resolved to make the best
terms in his power. He therefore sent Hood with
a flag of truce to the Governor, to say, that if the

¢
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Spaniards attempted to advance he would set fire
to the town: this threat perhaps the Governor
well knew he could not execute, the houses being
built of stone, and, in the Spanish or Moorish cus-
tom, secured with iron bars, like those of Cadiz or
Buenos Ayres. The terms proposed were however
wisely and generously accepted, and the British
troops were allowed to re-embark with all their
arms, and their own boats if they could be saved,
if not, boats were te befurnished by the Spaniards;
the British engaging not to molest the town, or
any of the Canary islands ; all prisoners on both
sides to be given up.

The Spanish Governor generously received the
wounded English into the hospital, presented all
the people with as much food as they could re-
quire, and permitted the ships to have free inter-
course with the shore, and purchase whatever they
chose in the markets. In all our intercourse with
the Spaniards, either in Europe or in their colo-
nies, we have experienced both in peace and war
the kindest treatment from them. They are cer-
tainly great admirers of the English character.
Whenever they are the enemies of Great Britain
it is not from national ill-will, but from the ambi-
tion or covetousness of a few individuals. “Itis
the interest of Spain,” says the Earl of St. Vin-
cent, ““to be the ally of England.” The name of
the Spanish governor of Teneriffe was Don Juan
Antonio Gutierrez. Mr. Bernardo Callagon, a
youth born in Spain of Irish parents, stripped
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himself of his shirt to make bandages for the
wounded Enghshmen. Our loss amounted to two
hundred and ﬁftykilled, wounded, and drowned;
but the national loss was Bowen. This is the
officer whom we introduced to our readers in the
history of the West Indies, when lieutenant of the

‘Boyne, boarding a French frigate in the carenage
of Martinique, and whom we have seen, while
captain of the Terpsichore, take a Spanish and a
French frigate in separate actions off Malaga and
Cape St. Vincent. He was brother to the present
Commissioner ‘Bowen, who was master of the
Queen Charlotte with Lord Howe.,

Nelson returned to. England in . the Seahorse,
and in November was perfectly cured of his wound;-
he had now lost an arm and an eye in the service
of his country.

. The following is the official letter which he ad-
dressed to the Earl of St. Vincent, of whose ad-
vancement to the peerage Nelson was at that time
ignorant.

. Theseus, Santa Cruz,
SIR, July 27, 1797.

Tn obedience to your orders to make a vigorous attack on the
fown of Santa Cruz in the island of Teneriffe, I directed a
thousand men, seamen and marines, to be prepared for landing,
under 'the command of Captain Trowbridge of the Culloden;
and Captains Hood, Thompson, Freemantle,- Bowen, Miller,
and Waller, who very handsomely volunteered their services;
and although I am under the painful 'neceséity of acquaiitiug
you that we have not been able to succeed in the attack, yet it
is my duty to state that 1 believe more daring intrepidity was
never shewn, than by the captains, officers, and men, you did
me the honour to place under my command. Enclosed I trans-
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mit a list of killed and wounded, and among the first itis with
the deepest sorrow I have to place the name of Captain Richard
Bowen of the Terpswhore, than whom a more.enterprising dble,'
and gallant officer, does not grace his Majesty’s naval service.
I have the honour to be, &c. &ec.
HORATIO NELSON.

To Sir John Jervis, K. B. admiral of the
blue, and commander-in-chief, &c. &c.

The officers wounded were, besides Nelson, the Capt‘ains
Thompson and Freemantle, but neither of them severely.

The squadron under the command of Trow-
bridge rejoined the fleet before Cadiz. This place
the Admiral held in the strictest blockade: his
fleet was anchored before the port at the distance -
of about five miles from the light-house, in sandy’
bottom. In this situation he rode out many.a
heavy gale of wind from the westward, with a tre-
mendous sea running in upon the coast: this we
believe to have been the first instance of the kind'
ever attempted. .The new school of naval science
seems to have discovered that three cables an end
on one anchor, will ride a ship longer than three.
cables on three anchors; the chain cables of mo-
dern invention promise more security to shipping
than any discovery since that of the anchor in its
present form : hemp cables we have seen to part, and
have often witnessed the distress of a British fleet
inTorbay, in Basque-roads, or off the Texel. Rocky
gtound by means of chain cables is rendered harm-
less, if the anchor can be lowered into its bed ; but
in any event there is more safety in the chain
than the hemp, though much greater difficulty at-

VOL. II. ' R ’
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tends lifting the anchor with the former than the
latter, particularly if the water be deep. The next
question to consider is, how far the bits and hooden
ends of the ship will sustain the weight and pres-
sure which would be oceasioned by the resistance
of an iron cable.

- The mutiny which had in the spnng begun at
Splthead and had blazéd with so much fury dur-
ing the month of June in the North Seas, reached
the fleet off Cadiz in July., Knowing the charac-
ter of their chief, the seamen were extremely cau-
tious in their first movements, which began -on
board the St -George, Defence, and Emerald:
but here. its progress was arrested by skill and-
determmauon, which saved the fleet, and after
two.or three examples prevented a repetltlon of -
those. dreadful executions, disgusting to huma-
nity, disgraceful to the service, and injurious to
the best interests of the country.

The bad spirit against which he had to contend
had made great but silent progress, but the explo-
sion was not general, being chiefly confined to the
instances just mentioned ; these were quickly re-
pressed, and the ringleaders brought to a court-
maitial ; three of them were condemned to suffer
death, and sentence ordered to be carried into ef-
fect on. board the St. George of ninety-eight guns,
as a ship most remarkable for turbulence in het
crew.

‘When the-prisoners were brought on board for

.the purpose, the ship’s company drew up a re-

¢
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monstrance against its being carried into execu-
tion on board that ship, and also begged that the
culprits might be pardoned, and requested Captain
Peard to intercede in their favour; the Captain
lost no time in laying the petition and remonstrance
* before the Commander-in-chief.

The answer of the Admiral was, that he con-
sidered the sentence on the mutineers as founded
on solid justice and imperious-necessity, and was
resolved that it should be carried into executiony
this being made known to the crew of the St.
George, strong symptoms of ‘discontent were ob-
served among them; but their motions were so

~well watched by the captain and officers, that
~ their plan to seize the ship, depose their officers,
and liberate the criminals, was very soon dis-
covered. The period of their rising was fixed for
the night previous to the intended execution.

Captain Peard seeing the people assemble in a
tumultuous manner on the main-deck, informed
them that he was aware of their intentions, and
commanded them to disperse; but finding they
were not disposed to obey, he boldly seized one
of the leaders, and Mr. Hatley, the first lieutenant,
took another, dragged them out from among their
companions, and confined them in irons. This de-
cisive measure immediately restored order, and
brought the mutinous crew to a sense of their
duty. The three men before’ condemned were-
hanged the next morning at the fore-yard-arm of
the St. George. A general order the night before

’ R2
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commanded the attendance of two boats from each

“ship of the fleet, well manned and armed, with two
marines in each ; the crew of the St. George alone
to man the yard-ropes, and none of the people
from other ships to assist, as is customary on or-
dinary occasions; this was done to mark the opi-
nion the Commander-in-chief entertained of the
loyalty of the fleet, and of the infamous conduct
of the crew of the St. George. On the 7th and
8th of July the two men belonging to that ship
were tried, ‘and sentenced to suffer death, and
were executed on the 9th on board of her. Mr.
‘Hatley, the first lieutenant, was promoted to the
rank of commander for his good conduct.

This prompt and well-timed severity, though
productive of the most salutary effects, did not
entirely subdue the contagion which had infected
the seamen before Cadiz. The Defence of seventy-
four guns, and the Emerald frigate, were particu-
larly distinguished for daring acts of insubordi-
nation: the boatswain of the latter recommended
the crew to take the ship into Cadiz, for which he
was tried, condemned, and executed, on board his
own ship. The mutineers of the Defence were also
brought to a court-martial, and received sentence
of death. The energy displayed by the Earl of
St. Vincent on this occasion did him great honour,
and his order to Sir William Parker will best shew
the determination-with which he met the danger.
1t was as follows :— -
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‘[Secret.]
SIR,

It being necessary to take every precaution against any at-
tempt to delay or defeat the carrying of the sentence of the
court-martial into exgcution on board the Defence this morn-
ing, 1 have ordered all the launches in the fleet fitted with car-
ronades to have them mounted, and to hold them in readiness
at a moment's warning ; and should any resistance be made 'to
carry the sentence of the law into execution (of which immedi-
ate notice will be given to you), it is my directions that you as-
sume the command of them, taking the captains of your division
in their barges to your assistance, and that you fire imo‘ that -
part of his Majesty’s ship Defence where the persons resisting
or opposing obedience to lawful commands may dispose of them-
selves, and continue your ﬁre_: until they submit.

) ST. VINCENT.

To Sir William Parker, bart. -
rear-admiral, &c.

With these precautions the execution took place
very quietly, and the whole fleet was restored to
a state of sound discipline. The firmness and.
temper of the Admiral gave him the most perfect
command of his ships at a time when the disci-
pline of other divisions was extremely doubtful:
in less masterly hands than his the fleet before Ca-
diz might have been induced to relieve itself from
the rigour of a long blockade, by running into an
enemy’s port, or returning to England to * redress
its grievances,” giving an advantage to our adver-
sary which we should in all probability never have
recovered. Instead however of allowing his coun-
try to be disgraced and ruined by such proceed-
ings, the undaunted chief furned the ardour of his
men to the honour of England and the discomfiture

)
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of her foes. He saw that while the ships lay in-
actively at anchor before the port, the sailors, for

‘want of some object to employ their attention,

would brood over the late acts of severity, and if
compelled to perform their duty, would do it with-
out heart or cheerfulness. He therefore caused
the boats from all the ships of the fleet, well man-
ned and armed, to be divided in three parts, each
taking its turn, under the command of a lieutenant

~ of the flag-ship, to row guard during the night,

under the very walls of the garrison; while the
bomb vessel, mortar boats, and launches, with
heavy carronades, kept up a constant fire on the
place, and the unhappy Spaniards were made to
feel the effects and deplore the consequences of a
mutlny in the British fleet. It happened that on
one of these occasions that the launch of the Prin-
cess Royal was boarded.and taken by the Spanish
gun-boats, who made a spirited sortie from the har-
bour, and bore away their prize in triumph; this
happened when only ‘one division of guard-boats
was in shore, under the command of a lieutenant
of the Ville de Paris. Itled to very unpleasant
consequences in the fleet, and occasioned a se-
vere rebuke in public orders to the officers, by
whose neglect 1t was supposed to have ‘been oc-
casioned.

" At a subsequent penod when blockading the port
of Brest, having some remainsof the mutiny to con+
tend with, we have known, on a Sunday morning,
one part of his fleet to be inaction with the enemy’s

°
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batteries, and cutting off their coasting trade,another
has béen a little farther from the shore carrying the
sentence of death into execution, while the third -
was attending to divine service in the offing. Nor
did this great and valuable officer, when supporting
his own authority, and the discipline of the navy,

* for his country’s good, ever forget the real interest
or comforts of the seamen committed to his care:
equally mindful to obtain for the officers and men
every indulgence compatible with the great object
in view, while employed before Cadiz, fresh beef,
vegetables, and .fruit, were procured -at any ex-
pense from the coast of Barbary; their letters were
forwarded with the least possible delay; the clean-
liness of the ships was never carried to a greater
degree of nicety ; a regular sick birth was first es-
tablished, and proper apartments in each ship were
appropriated to the reception of the sick, who re- .
ceived the utmost care and attention that medical
aid and kind treatment could afford ; and the sur-
prising fact, that his sick list in the whole fleet,
after being ten months at sea, did not amount to
more than fifty men, sufficiently proves the good.
effect of his system.

Every encouragement was given to merit; none
were preferred from any class but such as would
brmg the most undeniable testimonies of good con-.
duct, and never by any admiral were powerful re-
commendations athome less regarded: and whether
we look at his fleet at an anchor, under sail, in the
line, or in action with double his force, we are
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alike surprised and elated. Wherever the Admiral

had the smallest reason to think that a ship’s crew

was discontented, he quickly inquired into the

circumstances, removed the cause if any existed,

and not unfrequently at an hour’s notice, draughted

" the whole crew .into different ships, and thus by
separating a set of men who had combined together
for mischievous purposes, disconcerted their plans
before they were ripe for execution.

- When the mutiny, took place on board the

*% % * she was ordered to Lisbon, and on her ar-
“rival Lord St. Vincent sent the boats of the fleet
alongside, with an order to the Captain to send
one half of his ship’s company to one ship, and the
other half to another; after which she was filled
up by a sort of subscription from the fleet, and
certainly not of the best men,—a proper rebuke
for an officer that cannot keep his ship in order
without external aid. -

'Generally speaking; the spirit of mutiny was on
the decline throughout the navy; but partial dis-
‘turbances continually occurred both at home and
abroad : these were met with that firmness and re-
solution of which we have already shewn the salu-
tary effects; and the example set before the port
of Cadiz was approved and followed by every good
officer in the British navy.

The captain of a frigate lying at Gibraltar com-
plained to him by letter, that the Governor had
withdrawn some soldiers that were serving in his
ship as marines: ‘the Admiral replied, ¢ I should

1



179%.] MEDITERRANEAN, 249

have had a better opinion of you if. you had not

sent me a crying letter; there are men enough
to begot at Gibraltar, and you and your- officers

would have been much better employed in picking

~ them up than lying on your backs ard roaring like.

so many,bull calves.” :

To the board of ordnance he wrote a strong
remonstrance on ‘their stopping a captain’s ac--
counts for having fired a salute by his Lordship’s
command. This was an old grievance in “the
navy: so falsely economical was the government
of its powder, that sufficient quantity was not al-*
lowed to exercise the pedple. at the great guns.
This abuse was soon after remedied, and - the ser-
vice was greatly impraved by the permission to
use powder in all cases of exercise, at the discre-
tion of the captain, for which however he was to
consider himself accountable. ’

The Dey of Algiers having shewn some symp-
toms of hostility, the Admiral sent Captain Thomp-
son, in the Leander, with a-small squadron before
that city, giving him the following clear.and de-
cided orders. His Highness was in consequence
induced to alter his conduct, and harmony was
restored. : .

By the Earl of ST. VINcENT, K. B. admiral of the blue,

) &e. &e. &c..

’ [Most secret and confidential.]

Whereas Mr. Master, his Majesty’s consul-general at Algiers,
has represented to me, that his Highness the Dey has made the
most extravagant, unjust, and inadmissible demands upon the
government of Great Britain, intermixed with unfriendly expres:

)
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sions even to-menaces of hostility, if he does not.obtain the'sums
" of money he has laid claim to early in the ensuing year. -
You are hereby required and directed to appear before AL
_ giers in the Leander, accompanied by the Hamadryad, and one
of the largest sloops of war under your orders, and endeavour
to have an interview with Mr. Consul Master, and concert the
proper measures to be pursued that his situation may require,
whether to have an audience of the Dey, and explain with firm-
ness the unreasonableness of his demands, and the exposuie of
‘his trade and marine to utter annihilation, if he is rash enough
to commit the most trifling act of hostility against the persons
or property of his MaJesty s subjects ;. to expose ‘the arts and
intrigues of the Spanish and French agents, and Jewish mer-
chants who conduct the trade of Algiers, or to embark Mr. and
JMrs. Master, theix suite and baggage, with any British subjects,
and their property, who may wish to make their retreat.
*.In your conferences with the Dey it will be absolutely rieces-
sary to preserve your temper, although he should shew the most
violent and indecent passion, biit not to give wayto the absurd
positions he may lay down, or to-admit that his Majesty’s ships
have, on any occasion, committed a breach of neutrality ; and
finding all remonstrances ineffectual, and that his Highness per-
sists in his exorbitant demands, and carries the threats notified
to the Consul-general into execution, by offering any insult to
his Majesty’s flag, or ether flagrant violation of the treaties sub-
sisting between the two countries ; you are to make kpown to
his Highness that from the instant such an act of hostility shall
be committed by his orders, the war will be declared between
Great Britain and Algiers; and that -you have my instructions
to punish the temerity and injustice of his Highness, by seizing,
burning, sinking, or otherwise destroying, all ships and vessels
bearing the Algerine flag, and to block up the ports of his High-,
ness, and to cut off all commerce and navigation between them
and the ports of other nations, and having fulfilled the object of
your mission, you are to lose no time in communicating to Lieute-
nant-general O’Hara, governor of Gibraltar, and to me, .the
event thereof, by despatching the sloop of war for that purposé

Given on board the Ville de Paris,
in the Tagus, Nov. 16, 1797. °
ST. VINCENT.
To Captain Thomas B. Thompsen, Leander.

{
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While lying in the Tagus, during the winter
months of December, 1797, and January, 1798, we
find him in active correspondence with many pub-
lic characters in England, and among the frlendly
powers on the continent,as well as with the princes
of Africa. We give only such extracts as are found
exactly pertinent to the subject before us, illus- -
trative at once of the character of the Admiral,
and the manners and customs of the times.

By the treaty of Lagos-bay the Spanish pri-
soners, taken on the 14th of February, were all
landed upon conditions of not serving again until® ,
regularly exchanged ; but it appears from the fol-
lowing letter that the Spanish government was
quite regardless of this compact.’

»

To the Honourable Horact WALPOLE.

The correspondence between Don Juan de Mazerado and my-
self, on the subject of the Spamsh prisoners landed at Lagos,
is I hope now closed. I send you a copy of his letter, with my
answer thereto. It is evident that Spanish faith will'soon be as
proverbially base and perﬁdlous, as Punic of old, or Corsican in
modern days; for the prisoners. taken both at Trinidada, and
on the 14th of February, are now serving in the fleet; the Lord
have mercy upon them should they fall into my hands, for I

shall shew them none. .
ST, VINCENT.

On the 24th of October, 1797, Capt. Hollowell
was sent in the Swiftsure, with a small squadron
to cruise off the Canary Islands, to intercept a
Dutch squadron supposed to be passing near them.

On the 31st, Sir John Orde was sent with a
squadron of six sail of the line, to relieve Commo-
dore Collingwood, off Cadiz. At this time we had
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no trade passing the Straits of Gibraltar, and very
little communication with the eastern part of the
Mediterranean.

On the 14th of December, Sir William Parker
was sent off Cadiz, with three sail of the line; to
relieve such ships of Sir John Orde’s squadron as
might require returning into port. Sir John Orde
went to Lisbon, and returned to Cadiz on the 28th
of February, 1798. : .

On the 23d of March, Sir Wllham Parker was

again off Cadiz.
_ On the 2d of May, we find Nelson ordered to
‘take the Vanguard, Orion, and Alexander, seventy-
fours ; Caroline, Flora, Emerald, Terpsichore, fri-
gates, and Bonne Citoyenne sloop, under his orders,
‘and proceed with convoy to Gibraltar; after hav-
ing left that place to open his sealed orders: these
were to watch the French fleet in Toulon.

A squadron was sent to watch Algiers, and an-
other on the coasts of Catalonia and Valentia. The
Portuguese squadron being placed under his com-
mand, he bégs it may lie in-Gibraltar-bay till
farther orders, or cruise in the Straits.

To Sir':'Horace Walpole he says, * The ways of
the court of Portugal will be the death of me, if
not relieved in my command, which I have prayed
for. .The councils of Spain are under the same
baneful influence as before the resignation of
‘the Prince of Peace; for though passive in war
against us, they obey every other mandate of
Truguet,-the French admiral. Nelson, watching
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the French off Toulon, sends word that they have
embarked Rorses, a sure md1cat1on that they are
not going far.”

On_the 11th of May, he sent ‘orders to N elson
to rejoin him at Gibraltar, having received instruc-
tions from home to concentrate his whole force for
some important movement.

On the 12th; ten sail of the line in the fleet
off Cadiz were ordered to be victudlled.for six
months, and every care taken that no species of
stores should be wanting.

The Portuguese government, faithful to its trea-
ties with Great Britain, ordered five sail of the
" line to join the Earl of St. Vincent, and requested
his Lordship would name the-officer who should
command them; Lord St. Vincent recommended
the Marquis de Niza: this squadron joined and
acted under Nelson’s orders at the blockade of -
Malta. The Portuguese, notwithstanding this,
concluded a treaty of peace with the French re-
public.

To Consul Gregory he says, speaking on the same
subject, ‘¢ Since the Principe de la Paz (Godoy)
has begun to scold; I am become doubtful of his
sex: does his. Highness imagine that an unpro-
voked, impolitic, and monstrously unjust war on
the part of.Spain, will be carried on by me in
“making unmeaning complaints; if he does he is
very much mistaken.” Notwithstanding this his
Lordship never lost an opportunity of conciliating
the good-will of the Spaniards : he had a very great

»
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esteem for Juan de Mazerado, the Spanish admi-
ral, to whom he wrote as'follows: ¢ The new sig-
nature with which I subscribe myself, by the grace
of my royal master, makes no alteration in the
esteem and regard with which I have the honour

to be, &ec.

4

St. VincenT.”

Mazerado wrote to acquaint him, that the plague
- had broken out in Corsica, for which information
his Lordship thanked him, and concluded by
saying, “ 1 do assure you the sentiments. of
humanity, which reign in the breasts of officers
I have the honour of being opposed to, relieve my
mind from the horrors attendant on a state of
warfare.”

On the 28th of January, he writes to Don Ro-
drigo de Souza, bearing high testimony of the gal-
lantry of the Spanish captain of the Orienté, in the
" late engagement.

On the 11th of February, 1798, the Spamsh
fleet put to sea, and drove off Sir William Parker,
with his squadron of six sail of the line. Lord

St. Vincent Tollowed them as soon as he heard of
it, but they returned to Cadiz before he could get
“sight of them. Their object was to break up the:
blockade. .

“Ou the 6th of March, he made a strong repre-
sentation to the Honourable Horace Walpole on
the  partiality of the court of Portugal to the
French, in permitting them to séll prizes in’the
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Tagus, and demanding, as a right, that our ships
might be admitted to the same privileges.

In September he met with a vexatious and seri
ous loss in his despatches, by the following acci-
dent :—The vessel was suddenly boarded by a
Portuguese frigate, and the officer having charge
of the despatches, supposing it an enefny, rushed
to the taffrail, where they were slung with weights,
and cut them away ; after they had sunk he found
his mistake.

To the Marquis de Niza, rear-admiral of Portu-
gal, he says, ¢ If I understood our friend de Chas-~
tenet right, you wish to have my opinion, whether
it is consistent with your rank, as a flag-officer, to
be employed in the ship on board of which your
flag is hoisted, accompanied by a brig-corvette,
on a cruise against the enemy’s' privateers? and’
being at all times desirous to obey your com-
mands, I do not hesitate to declare that I think it
highly derogatory to your rank to be so employed.
I never heard of an admiral cruising with a ship
and a sloop of war on any occasion.”

The affairs of the Mediterranean, in the spring:
of the year 1798, began.to assume a scope of ac-’
tion hitherto unknown and unconceived in the
history of the world.

Never in any former war did France embark an
army of such magnitude as that about to sail from
Toulon, for the invasion of Egypt,—never was an
army led by such able chiefs, so well supplied
with every article necessary for its progress to-

’
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‘wards the great and ultimate objecﬁ', the invasion
of India—-never was an army so well escorted by
its maritime auxiliaries; and the-destruction of
Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea was scarcely
more coinplete than that of the fleets and the le-
gions of France in Egy pt, under the command of
.Admiral Bruies and Napoleon Bonaparte.
Before we proceed togive our readers an account
- of that wonderful campaign, and all its glories and
1its-horrors, we must call their attention to the de-
bates in the British parliament, by which they will
_be enabled to judge whethér the ambition of the
directory, or the counsels of Mr. Pitt, were most
instrumental in the continuance of these multiplied
instances of human sacrifice,—whether they were
to gratify the ambition of France. or to secnre the
safety of the British empire,
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CHAP. XI.

Unprincipled conduct of the directory—Recall of Mr. Wickham
—Debates in parliament on'negotiations—Loss of the Colossus
in St. Mary’s sound—Proposals for making Scilly and Fal-
mouth naval depdts—Capture and loss of La Chérie—Reflec-
tions on French corveites—Various captures—Loss of the
Pallas in Plymouth-sound—Capture of the Hercule, by the
Mars—Attack on islands of Marcéu, by French flotilla—
Escape of Sir Sydney Smith—Success of Sir Francis Laforey.
—Capture of the Seine—Loss of the quue——-Lxeutenant
Shortland in boats of Melpomene—Butterfield in the Hazard
takes Neptune—Trench frigates land troops in Killala-bay,
and are defeated—Miscellaneous—United Irishmen—Shock-
ing execation of a mutineer—Establishment of sea-fencibles.

WhiLe the mnprincipled directory put forth in
‘the preceding year the grossest calumnies and most
shameful falschoods against the British govern-
ment, it endeavoured by those insidious arts, of
which we have had ample experlence, to sow
dissensions between the King and his people; and
openly avowing a detérmination to invade England
and Iveland, declared, in very confident terms,
that it would find pumerous supporters ‘in. both
countries. The ruptiure of the negotiations with
Lord Malmesbury may reasonably be referred to.
the hopes entertained by the directory, that an-
early and vigorous campaign would produce re-
sults far more beneficial tothe cause of France than’
any thing they could obtain by a conference at
Lisle. Projects of every description were spoken
VOL. II. ) $ .
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of by whieh they were to cross the Channel: but
the King was strong in the affections of his people,
and by his firmness and their valour he deterred
the enemy from the hazardous enterprise.
_Defeated on the ocean, the directory, by way
of revenge, commanded the Swiss cantons to
dismiss Mr. Wickham, the English envoy, from
their éountry: this the unfortunate people wished
to evade, but the French were inexorable ; and the
~ King of Great Britain, seeing the unpleasant -di-
lemiia in ‘which they were placed by the arbitrary
power of France, recalled his minister with a kind
aid friendly assurance to the Helvetic republic,
* that no hostility was intended towards them.
France, guided by far different views and mo-
tives, entered the Pays de Vaud in Decemben
1797, with alarge army ; while her emissaries were
busily employed in sowing dissensions among the
People, and instigating them to those acts which
-Were initended to justify the cruel invasion. All
sticceeded beyond their most sanguine expecta-
tiohs: “the virtuous and patnotlc Swiss, under the
comimand ‘of General Erlach, were defeated and
ctit in'pieces. The last stand made by this brave
nation for its liberty was under the walls of Berne,
Whéte the patriots contended till the death of their
‘Teaders; and most of the noble youth of the coun-
ti'y 1eft the dear-bought victory to France ; whose
d¥inies; fighting under the standard and pretence
of ﬁ‘éé‘d’dm %véfre its‘ ohly enemies 'The gallant:

(
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said, not to survive the liberties of his country;
which, under the specious and flattering title of
the Cisalpine Republic, became a department of
France. B
" Before the consummation of this sacrifice of li-

berty to tyranny, seventeen towns, and upwards of
one hundred villages, in the once happy Switzer-
land, were given up toflames, pillage, and massacre;
the trammels of nilitary despotism were firmly
rivetted on the necks of the descendants of Wil-
liam Tell; freedom, driven from her last abode on
the continent, found her only refuge in England,
now become “ the sheet anchor of liberty.”

France, insatiable in proportion to the gratifica- .
tion of her desires, extended her conquests until
her glory, like the circles on the water, ¢ vanished
on the horizon,” and the affrighted nations, whom
she had chased to the walls of Moscow, returned
and encamped in the Champs Elysée.

Austria,” lately tranquillized by the treaty of
Campo Formio, was .once more roused to arms,
and combined with England and. Russia. in the war
of self-preservation. ‘Portugal, ourstill remaining
faithful ally, excited, by her partiality to Britain,
the hatred and vengeance of France, who demand
ed of Spain a passage. for.an army into that coun-
try, in.order to drive.out the ‘“ ferocious English.”
This demand Spain, if she felt the inclination, had
not the power to refuse, and the result proved dis-
.astrous to all the powers concerned either in the
attack or.defénce of Lusitania.
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On the meeting of parliament important debates
ensued on the subject of the negotiations at Lisle.
The language and arguments used by some of the
noble and honourable-members, form the best com-
mentary ofi the political state of Europe at that
period. The principal speakers were men of the
first talent in fche British senate, and the whole
transaction received the clearest elucidation from
~ the ministers and opposition.* When the Tage of
party spirit and national animosity has subsided,
we think it ‘will bé admitted, that the French go-
vernment under the’ directory were neither desi-
rous of peace, nor had any intention of adhering
to the terms had it been concluded.

- Mr. Fox had, at this time, in consequénce of the
repeated defeats which himself and his party had
sustainéd, retired from' parlianent without vecat-
ing his seat. Some mémbers of the lords adopted
the same course, and the Marquis of Lansdowne
intimated his iritention of following their example.
Fully admitting the cogency of arglimerit adduced
by the opposition, and the imperious necessity
there was for makmg peace if it could have been
obtamed, yet we are convinced that it was at that
period unattaifiable upon any other terms than an
unconditional surrender of our maritime rights.

The address, in answer to the speech from the
throne, was moved for in the house of commons
by 'Mr. Wilbraham Bootle, - The restoration of
tfaanillity, and of uninterrupted commerce,” -he
said, “ were objects of as much importance to the
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sovereign as fo the subjects of a commercial coun:
try. The sincerity with which the negotiation.at
Lisle had been entered into, on the part of the
British governrﬁent, -was, therefore, not to be
doubted. Since the revolution of last September,
the executive directory had taken no pains to
conceal their intentions of continuing hostilities,
In order to remove the possibility of doubt upon
this subject, the revolution had no sooner taken
place, than they took the negotiation out of the
hands to which it had been-intrusted, and sent
creatures of their own to Lisle, charged with paci-
fic professions, but with express orders to break off
the negotiation, or at least, to advance propositions
which had beep before rejected and abandoned,
‘and which they well knew could not be accepted.
As it must be evident, that the restoration of peace
could not be attained by any relaxation of efforts
on our part ; and as the continuance of the calami-
ties of war seemed to be for a time unavoidable,
we should consider the situation in which we stood,
with respect to the means of carrying it on. Upon
looking only to the events of the three last years,
-weshould find ample subjects of triumph and ex-
ultation. We had swelled the list of our prizes
‘to a degree unheard of in former wars: we had
ruined or crippled the navy of the enemy: we
had kept possession of the sea against three for-
‘midable-allied powers: we had blockaded their
ports, while superior fleets within them lay moul-
dering from inaction. And when, at last, the

)
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menaces and-feproaches of the indignant country-
Then had forcéd them reluctantly to battle, the
fesult had invariably been what we Had expected
Among- the innumerable good effects arising from
the late victory, obtained by the fleet under the
command of. Admirél Lord Duncan; wasoneperhaps |
of more real importance and incalculable advantage
than any by which our arms had hitherto been
distinguished—it had tended to restore the confi-
dence of the nation to'a quarter whence it had
iately Been’ withheld ; it had shewn to the world,
" that, though the spirit of British seamen might
have been for 3 time directed to improper objects,
and misled by the artifices of designing men, yet,
when necessity required, and their duty called for
* the exertion, it would fall with ten-fold vengeance
on the enemies of their country. Mr. Bootle, in
concIusmn, frusted that the house Would be una:
nimous in’ their vote of that day. It was of ma-
terial consequence in the eyes of the nation, and of
foreign powers, that they should be so.” The mo-
tion for ‘the address was seconded by Mr. William
Drummond, who, among a variety of considerations,
“urged with great perspicuity and animation, that
“* jt was some consolation to Englishmen, if the evils
of war must still continte, if greater treasures must
yet be expended, and if more blood must yet flow,
that the blame was not imputable to thein, but
solely to the insatiable ambition of their enemies
_—enemies, who had so often, and so ostentatiously,
professed the love of peace ; but who had never-



« 1798 °  PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 263 -

theless so unifopmly, so invariably, and so syste-
matically, persevered in the practice of war. If
this enemy, continuing their exorbitant demands,
and depying the re,spec_:t,which we had always
claimed, and always received, from other nations,"
refuse to grant us peace on fair terms, let our union
be the signal to our foes, that we will resist their
aggression on our national independence, with all
the zeal, all the energy, and all the perseverance,
which the lave of justice, the loye of liberty, and
the love of our country, can inspire.”

Mr. Bryan Edwards cordially assented to that
part of the address which related to the late :glos-
rious. victory obtained by our fleet, under the
command of the gallant Admiral. Lord Duncan,
over that of Holland. * But how feeble the conso-
lation that a single victory can supply! the tri-
umph of an hour ;—a triumph dearly bought—a -
triumph -which may, perhaps, have disconcerted a
hostile expedition, but has certainly thinned the
ranks of our gallant defenders. Amidst the rejoi-
cing forsuch a display of our naval superiority, what
sort of heart must that be which reflects without
sorrow on the havoc of that .day? which, without

"regret and horror, reads the bloody detail jin the
Gazette—that register of a, slaughter-house—that
xyuster-roll of death.? -Two hundred millions of
money.have been the waste of four years, and two_
hundred thousand, the number of lives lost: and
now, at the end of this frightful, irreparable loss,
what does the King’s speech hold out to-us ?. Does

)
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it hold ‘out the- effectual relief of our burdens ?
No! Dées it hold out the promise of indemnity for
the past, and security for the future?” No. Does it
hold out peace ? 'No——no such thing, but the
reverse. It promlses a renewal of the waste and
devastatlon we all lament or have cause to la-
ment. It menaces us with more carnage and
slaughter, with new scenés of blood, wiih more
tears, more 'sighs, more, and perhaps deeper,
groans of widows and orphans. But some genile-
man will say, ¢ Why this mournful reciial? What
useful end can it serve to draw this gloomy pic-
ture? - Have not efforts been made to obtain a
peace ? To thlS, Sll‘, shall answer, that I arn sure
efforts suitable to the occasion-have not been
made; eﬁ'orts founded in smcenty, and breathmg
a true spirit. of peace. The terms which thé
French would have granted, on the first mission
of Lord Ma.lmesbury to Paris, and which the mi-
hister then refused, were such as he would now
gladly accept, but which they now decline to give.
The French would have granted peace on condi-
tion of holding what they then had ; but the minister
" would be contented with nothing short of the re-
_ stitution- of Belgium; -and the safety -of England
was sacrificed to the interest of the Emperor.—
Mr. Edwards, for his part, was persuaded that it
would have been a happy circumstance if Lord
Malmesbury had been empowered, at the onset, to
make the restitution desired by France. It had
" been stated by Sir Francis Baring, whose acquaint-
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ance with the British interests in India was un-
doubted, that the Cape of Good Hope, instead of
being an advantagé, would be a burden : he had also
stated;, and Mr. Edwards was sure that he stated
no more than the fact, that Trincomalee; in Cey-
lon, could not be kept in our possession unless we
becoime masters of the whole of that island, an
acquisition utterly hopeless. And as to the West
Indies, if it was to-morrow in .our power to cap-
ture the whole of the French islands, 56 far from
being productive or advantageous, they would
either be untenable or ruinous in the holding.”
Our opinion upon the advantages of the Cape of
Good Hope and Trincomaleé having been already
recorded, we ¢an see no reason to recant ; and the.
subjection of the island of Ceylon to the British
government has been long since completed.
¢ The last resource of the wretched,” continued
Mr. Edwards, ¢ was, the hope that when things are
at the worst they would mend. But, hé said,
even this consolation seems to be denied to us:.
for the right honourable gentleman, who has- so
long, and. with such distinguished ability, influ-
enced the opinions of this side of the house, I am
sorry to perceive, has retired from the contest.
Sir, if the advice of that right honourable gentle- *
man, whose transcendent talents are his smallest
,,praisé, had been attended to, we should not, as at
this day, have to mourn over-the calamit'ies\of our
country. He hasretired, I fear, wearied and hope-

less, in prophetic and silent anguish. And when
, ‘
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he despairs, when talents, eloquence, and firmness;
like - his, which once, in spite of parliamentary
majontles, saved the kmgdom from a ruinous war
with Russia, are withdrawn, in the present june-
ture what rémains for men of inferior endowments,
bat, like him, to retire from the scene, to miourn
in secret over those evils they cannot prevent, and
silently expect the dissolution which awaits this
unhappy ‘kingdom.”
~ Mr. Wilberforce, ““ with regard to what had been
alleged concerning the merit and the retirement of
Mr. Fox, said, that, for his own part, he’ knew of
no good reason why the right honourable gentle-
man should refuse his aid and advice to the great
council of the nation now, any more tharr upon any
former occasion ; nor should he be at all surprised
to see him immediately enter the door, and walk
up to his seat, as he was wont to do in the pre-
ceding session. As to the melancholy, and silent
anguish ascribed to him, it appeared from a public
-newspaper; of the 11th of October, that his melan.
choly was 'merely of a temporary nature: for al-
though' the right honourable gentleman had been
found beginning. the day «of his annual festivity
with regret-and lamentations for the hopeless con-
“dition of his country ; thé same vehicle .of intelli-
gence -had ‘informed us, that after several toasts
drank, with great applause, the conviviality of the
evehing was ‘heightened by some jovial songs.
Respecting the- efﬁcacy of Mr. Fox’s proposition;
which ‘Mr. Edwards had deemed infallible, he not
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only entertained doubts but absolute disbelief.
He did not, therefore, at all regret the absence. of
the right honourable gentleman, because he did not
think his counsel worth the accepting. He (Mr.
W.)was willing to make any sacrifice that might be:
deemed necessary; not to the Hollanders, nor to
the Spaniards, nor to the French; but te his coun-
try. Nay, he would go farther than the honour-
able mover in this surrender, to put a period to
the war: for he would not only make a surrender
of all our conquests, but make a sacrifice of all
" things, of every kind, which, as an individual, he
either possessed. or valued: Nothing then re-
mained but to call on the country to submit cheer-
fully to the sad alternative to which it was reduced,
to join in returning thanks te Providence for the
signal victory which had improved their condition,.
and to unite zealously and firmly to save the coun-
try from' the destructive hatred and immoderate
ambition of the enemy.”. The: question'-o‘n the ad-
dress was then put and carried. ‘ -
An act passed. this session of parliament -which
led to very.warm debate, and ‘might have pro-
duced. the most serious consequences. ‘On'the
24th of May, Mr. Pitt brought in a bill for the
more effectual manning of the navy, by suspending,
for a certain period, protections which ‘had beén
éranted to seafaring people in the reighs of Queen
Anne and his-Majesty George the Third. These
acts had been passed for the wise and benevolent

purpose of encouraging seamen in general, and par-
)
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ticularly in the coal trade, and fisheries : the object
of the minister was, by their temporary suspension,
to render the services ofa great.body of men avail-
able to liis Majesty’s navy ; but as its efficacy de-
pended much on the secrecy and celerity with
which it should pass through the various stages,
it had three readings in the commons, went to the
lords, and received the royal assent, * all in the
same day. - :

In the commons it met w1th the m05t violent op-
position from Mr. Tierney, who, in the course of the
argument, did not deny the necessity of the mea-
sure, but opposed it as hostile to the liberties of the
subject. To thisMr.Pittreplied, that, ifthemeasure
. was necessary, and if publicity would defeat the ob-
ject, how could Mr. Tierney’s opposition be ac-
counted for; but from a desire to obstruct the de-
fence of the country? This language gave very great
offence to, Mr. Tierney, who placed himself under
the protection of the Speaker. That high person.
age, as.guardian to the decorum -of the house, was
expected, by a decided censure, or acquittal of the
minister, to have set the matter at rest in a regular
and parliamentary manner ; a measure which the
right honourable gentleman declined -adopting;
but, pursuing a middle course, asked Mr. Pitt for
an »explan'ation, this he refuysed; and on the fol-
lowing day received a message from Mr. Tier-
ney, which produced a 'meeting on Wimbledon-

-common, on Sunday, the 27th of May : Mr. Pitt
‘ “* 38 George III. chap. xlvi.
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was attended by the Honourable Dudley Ryder ;.
Mr. Tierney by General Walpole. Mr. Pitt having
received the fire of his adversary, discharged his
_pistol in the air, and the affair terminated.

We should not have mentioned .this incident,
had it not been connected withone peciliarly affect-
ing the interests of the British navy: that these
great -statesmen should have hazarded the public
safety for the gratification of their private feelings
is a mortifying reflection; if instead of an appeal
to this barbarous ordeal, which proved -nothing,
they had devised some better means of raising sea-
men, they would have deserved the thanks of their
country. Admitting that the unconstitutional mode
of impressment may be at times indispensable, yet
we can never give.it our concurrence until every-
other means have been tried for inducing them
to enter as freely into the navy, as landsmen and
sailorsdo into the army andmarines: the suspension
or abrogation of wise laws made for their protection,
can only tend to destroy their confidence, and drive
them-to emigration. While proper encouragement -
could not fail to complete the complements of our .
ships of war, as easily and as expeditiously as the
ranks of the Coldstream or Life Guards.

On the 8th of November,’ 1797, when the order
of the day in .the house of peers, for taking into

’consideration the papers relative to the negotia-
tion at Lisle, was read, Lord Grenville came to the
great point on which the failure of the negotiation
turned. ¢ Althdugh, at its commencement, this
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demand had been abandoned, they again renewed
the proposal which had been declared inadmissi-
ble, viz. the complete renunciation of every thing
that had been taken during the war from them or
their allies. They would not enter into any dis-
cussion ofthe projet delivered by Lord Malmesbury,
nor did they want to see whether the terms proposed
by this country would admit of any modification
by mutual compensation. -They demanded, as a
preliminary, to renounce all that we had to ask,
and to declare all that we had to concede. The
‘motives, by which the majority of the directory
were actuated in the course which they had pur-
sued, would not be difficult to explain, It would
easily be recollected, in what circumstances, amid
whatviolence, the constitution of 1795, overthrown
by the revolution of the 4th of September, 1797,
was established. In no sense was any freedom of
election permitted, till about the middle of April
last, when a very considerable change in the tem-
per of the councils, as well as the people at large,
was apparent. A majority in the legislative bodies
seemed disposed to put an end to the miseries
under which the French nation groaned, and to
‘oppose’ the -progress of that revolutionary prin-
ciple, which the directory endeavoured, with too
much success, to spread over Europe. They were
-desirous of enjoying the blessings of peace: thes¢
views, however, ill suited with the schemes of a
majority of the directory. They wished to spread
cconfusion over Europe, on jacobin principles and by

{
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jacobinmeans. Had the majority of the directory,
by whose influence the whole of the proceedings
at Lisle were conducted, chosen. to break off the
negotiationon the terms which this country offered,
they would have put the councils on their guard, -
they would have made all France and Europe judges
of their conduct, and they wauld have anticipated
thdat event which the directory were preparing.
Again, had they brought forward another projet
of their ows, they must have disappointed the
object they had.in wview, that of breaking off
the negotiation without specifying any terms.
At the very moment, however, when they were
practising every evasion, creating every delay,
constantly refusing to deliver in a contre projet,
they held a language directly opposite. in: their
messages to the council: in these they.threw
the charge of delay on the coalesced powers; and.
to whom could this insinuation apply, but to this
country in conjunction with its ally? At this.very
moment their plenipotentiaries were daily apo-
logizing for the extraordinary delays which took
place. In these circumstances, did it not most
plainly appear, that delay was their object ;' that
they wished to gain time till their plot was ready .
to be execited, and till it would be safe to throw
off the mask ? In their aims they unhappily suc-
‘ceeded by the weakness of their enemies, and the
frail fabric of the constitution of 1795 was ovei-
turned. Had they broken off the negotiation abrupt-
ly before this period; they would have. defeated

LI
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their own object. It was clear to every man, who
watched the. progress of events .and of opinion in
France, that it was not at Lisle, but at Paris, that
the result of the conferénces would be determined.

It was obvious that it must depend upon the result
~ of the disputés which agitated the councils of.the
government: it depended upon the decision of the
struggle; and, if the majority of the direcf;dr_y suc- -
ceeded, every man was prepared for what followed.
,Perhaps, indeed, this formed the only excuse which
. his Majesty’s ministers could, urge for having so
long submitted to the delays and evasiops of the
“enemy. They could only be justified by their de-
sire to await an event which might. promise a fa-
vourable result .to the negotiation, and facilitate
the aitainment of peace. This consideration alone
shielded them from the reproach of having so long
endured the trifling and the evasion of the.enemy;
- and contributed to aid the fatal deception which
the directory wished to pass upon the people of
France, by keeping up the appearance of negotia-
tion, and cherishing the hope of peace., ,

' When atlast the revolution of the 4th of Sep-
tember arrived, the directory immediately changed
iheir,system, and avowed their objects. They re-
called those men whom they had formerly in-
structed to support their views, and whom they
had authorized to make professions which they o
longer meant to perform. Every thing which had
been done was retracted, and demands required
ahich two months. befofe had ‘been abandoned.
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But it is needless, he said, to enter into a detailed
exposition of their conduct, Their avowed objects
‘explained their former chicané. They now shew,
without concealment, the purposes for which the
disguise had been assumed. They now declare
that it 1s our cdnstitution, our laws, our religion,
with which they war; that it is the whole system
of our public glory, and of our private happiness,
that they wish' to overthrow.’ They. avow, that
the government of this country and that of France
cannot be coexistent. They wish not peace with
this -country, but the utter annihilation of our go-
vernment, and the destruction of the whole scheme
of our political existence.” '
With- such avowals' Lord Grenvﬂ]e confessed
himself at a loss to conceive in what manner the - .
conduct of the enemy could now be excused or
palliated. On the -other hand, with regard to our
own conduct and situation, that was not the mo-
ment to despair. The resources of this country
were great and powerful, and hitherto there lad
been no pressure to call them with all their vigour
into action. “‘I have the fullest confidénce,” said
Lord Grenville, ‘“in the publicspirit and determined
disposition of the people of this country.~ From
you, my lords, I only ask that you will persevere
in the sentiments-you have'expressed, and. in the
donduct you have pursued. I ask you to carry to
the foot of the throne the address that I have drawn
up, and now lay before you.” His Lordship then
VOL. iI. T :
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moved, “That an humble address be presented
to his Majesty, assuring him, that they had taken
into their most serious consideration the papers
which had been laid on the_table, relative to the
" negotiations for peace; that, in-the steps which
had been taken, they had recognised the pacifie
disposition evinced by his Majesty throughout the
whole of its progress, and observed the inveterate
hostility of the enemy: that while, en the one
hand, his Majesty had given an example of the
greatest moderafion, the enemy, on the other, have
abandoned every peaceful disposition ; that they
entertain the most determined hatred and animo-
sity to the constitution, laws, and liberties of this
country; that the destruction of the ¢onstitution
and -government was the object at which they
aimed ; that the lords know that great exertions
were hecessary, but that they were prepared and
resolved to stand or fall' with the constitution, laws,
and liberties, upon which the happiness of every
class-of the community essentially depended.”
+ After a few words in support of this resolution
by Lord Dérhley, 'who also took occasion to be-
stow much praise on Lord Malmesbury, and te
" compliment Lord Duncan on his very brilliant and
decisive victory, the ‘address being read by the
Chancéllor, kwas unanimously agreed to.
The threat of ‘invasion “was ‘met with the same
firmness, -and ‘with ’iﬁﬁn’itely ‘gr’eater resources,
than'in ‘the-days of the celebrated Spanish armada.
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Mr. Dundas, the secretary of state, had 1aid a well-
digested plan before parliament, and it was gene-
rally adopted ; but the chief defence of the nation
in such an event rested with the navy; this was
. reasonable ; and, as far as winds would have per-
mitted, perhaps there could be no doubt that the
navy would not have disappointed the hopes of
the country : but, in naval warfare, there are many
-contingencies which none but the experienced:
mariner .can foresee, and not often counteract.
Fogs, calms, or light easterly winds, might ‘have
retarded the progress of our fleets to thé point
of attack ; the fleet-in the Downs might have been
driven from its anchorage by a gale at south-west;
and the coasts of Kent and Sussex left defenceless;
in these .cases, much more would have devolved
on the military than might at first sight have been
contemplated : but the nation was hearty .in the
cause ; and, if we except some wretched charac-
ters, who, under the-mask of patriotism, sougﬁt
-only their own advantage, we should have had
to meet an invading army, a force which might
quickly have decided the contest, and’ left France
to regret that she had ever made the attempt.

In January, 1798, Captain G. Murray, in the
Colossus of seventy-four guns, returned from the
Mediterranean station, and, meeting with con-
trary winds, put into Scilly with his convoy:
while at anchor in St. Mary’s sound, a gale came
on in which the ship drove from her anchors, and
was totally lost ; the crew with all the stores were

’ T2 .
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saved: this accident would probably have been
prevented, had his Majesty's ships in those days
been supplied, as they now are, with chain cables.

In 1808, his present Majesty, then Prince of -
'Wales, proposed to make St. Mary’s sound a secure
harbour; but on the inspection of it by Mr. Ren-
nie, and an estimate of the expense which was’
likely to be incurred, it appeared that, to carry
the plan into. effect, it would cost the sum of
72,010,00()1_. sterling ; and, when complete, would
have been of a very limited capacity : the inten-
tion was therefore abandoned. The plan had ori-
ginated with Benjamin Tucker, Esq- the surveyor-
general of the duchy of Cornwall, and who, while
‘Earl St. Vincent was at the admiralty, beld the
situation of second secretary. His arguments were
certainly forcible, and founded on the prevalence
of the westerly wind impeding the passage of our
. ships down the Channel, which, when their fleet
‘ escaped from Brest, gave the enemy a manifest
advantage in point of time. Falmouth became, for
similar reasons, an object of the same kind of dis-
cussion ;. but there appeared so many objections
that this was also relinquished, and it was.at last
decided to construct that solid monument to the
glory of Geotge the Fourth, the noble break-
‘water of-Plymouth-sound.

Captain Reynolds, in La Pomone, captured La
Cherie from Nantes, a large ship carrying twenty-.
six long guns of twelve, eighteen, and twenty-
four pounders, with two hundred and thirty-six

t
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men, of whom twelve were killed and twenty-two
wounded. The Pomone had scarcely time to take
out the prisoners before the prize sunk alongside
of her: the Captain died of his wounds the,follow-
ing day. This ship and the Dorade, which we
have seen upset in a squall of wingd, were speci-
mens of the sort of vessel which the French were
in the habit of sending to sea, in the short space
of two months from the time of layihg' the keels :
“they were flush-decked corvettes, sailing remark:
ably fast in smooth water;- many of them were
taken by our frigates, and brought into his Ma-
jesty's service; for which they were totally unfit,
and hundreds of valuable British seamen perished
in them : such were the Trompeuse, the Railleur,
Gentile, and many more, which foundered at sea
with all their crews. A prize purchased by the
government seldom answered their-expectations:
the éxpenses of repair, we shall prove, have often
exceeded the prime cost of an English built ship
of the same tonnage, and the captors were rarely
satisfied with-the prlce paid for.them by the navy .
board. _
Captain Durham, in the Anson, captired the .
Daphne, a frigate of twenty-four guns, not long
before taken from us by the French.
" Captain Graham Moore, in the Melampus, with
the Seahorse in company, captured the BeHi-
queux, a ship privateer of eighteen guns; and, a
few days after, La Volage of twenty guns, nine
pounders,- and two hundred and eighteen men.
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“The officers of. this ship belonged to the French
navy; but were serving ina privateer with leave of
absence from the minister of the marine.

-The Honourable Captain Stopford, in the Phae-
ton, captured La Légére of eighteen guns, and one
hundred and thirty men; he also, at the same
time, recaptured an American ship, called the
Eliza, that had been taken by a French privateer:
she was from Batavia, with,a valuable cargo, and
stopped at Boston for fresh papers, in order to
proceed to Amsterdam. - This was the constant-
practice of America during the war of the revo:
lution. . ' o

If we were to detail the innumerable captures
~ of this kind made by our cruisers, the patience of
-our readers would be wearied ; we shall therefore
give a'sum >t0ta1, at the end of this volume, of the
loss sustained by the epemy in vessels and guns.

The Pallas frigate of thiiy-two -guns, com- '
manded by the Honourable Captain Henry Cur-
zon, while lying in Plymouth-sound in the month
of April, patted her cables in a heavy gale of wind
at south-west, and drove on .shore under Mount

Batten, where she was totally lost, but the crew
was saved; Plymouth-sound was indeed, and had
ever been, a most:dangerous anchorage; and the
thoughts of the government, from this and other
actidents, were seriously turned upon making it 4
secure port: the example of the French at Cher-
bourg had considerable weight in this determi-
nation, of which we shall shortly relate the result.

i
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A véry brilliant action was fought, en the 21st
of April, between his Majesty’s ship the Mars, of
seventy-four guns and six hundred and fifty men,
and the French ship L'Hercule, of seventy-four
guns'and seven hundred men.

Lord Bridport with the Channel fleet, while off
Brest, made the signal for the Mars to chase a
strange ship in shore of them: the enemy endea-
voured to escape through the Passage du Raz;
but the tide proving contrary, and the wind east-
erly, she was obhged to anchor at the mouth “of
that passage. This aﬁ'orded Captain Hood an op-
portunity of b,rmgmg his ship to action, which he
did by running her so close alongside as to unhang
some of the lower-deck ports of bis adversary, A
bloody contest ensued, which lasted an hour and
a half, when the enemy surrendered.- The gallant
Captain Hood, nephew to the commander-in-
chief, received a mu I;et-ball in the feemoral artery
tawards the conclusion of the action, and scarcely
lived to hear *“the shout of victory.” The prize was
just out of L’Orient, on her way to Brest to join
the fleet, and it was the first time of her being at
sea: this, though a single action, was one of great
importance. The meeting of two ships of the line
is a circumstance of rare occurrence, and its deci-
sion -in our favour, a brilliant ornament to naval
distory. The Bellona and Courageux, the Fou-
droyant and Pegasse, the Mars and Hercule, the
Victorious and the Rivoli, will be recorded as the
finest memorials of naval prowess, and a decided

>
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proof of our superiority on the ocean. The loss
- ‘on board the Mars amounted to about ninety. killed
and wounded ; and that of the enemy, according
to Schomberg, to between three and four hundred.
The Hercule was taken into his Majesty’s seivice.
Mr. William Butterfield, the first lieutenant of the
‘Mars, was promoted to the rank of commander;
Mr. George Argles, the third lieutenant, though
wounded, never quitted the deck, and acquired as
much credit for his bravery in the action as.for his
local knowledge and professional skill, which en-
abled him to pilot the Mars alongside the enemy.
Both these officers are now post-captains.

 The islands of Marcou, equidistant between
Cape La Hogue and the river of Isigny, and about
eight miles from the main land, had been some
~ time in possession of Great Britain. .Affording
anchorage for our small ‘cruisers, they command-
ed at the same time the trade going along shore
between Cherbourg and Havre. Sir Richatd
Strachan; whilst cruising on that coast, first per-
ceived the importance of these islands; and, in
eonsequence of his suggestions, they were imme:
diately taken, and fortified. They are not more
than one-fourth of a mile in length, and so low,
that the sea in a northerly gale throws its spray
over the forts and dwellings of the inhabitants; nor
is there space to have even the luxury of a garder.
The moment we-had gained them, the French per-
ceived the advantage they would afford us, and
became seriously. alarmed when they saw .their
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convoys intercepted. A great effort was there-
fore made to retake them, and a strong force, con-
sisting of about fifty brigs; and gun-boats manned
with a large body of seamen and soldiers; came
out of Cherbourg in the night of the 6th of May to
the attack. The little garrison, to which the de-
fence of these rocks was intrusted, did not cons,ist
of more than two hundred and fifty seamen and
marines. The lieutenant commanding supposed
thenumber of pieces of cannon brought against him
at one time amounted to eighty. They approach-
ed within musket-shot before day-light, and hav-
ing drawn up in front of the western redoubt, be- -
gan the attack by a fire which lasted two hours
and some minutes. Their gun-brigs remained
close enough to batter in breach, while-the gun-
boats rowed up with great boldness; and were gal-
lantly received with a discharge from' seventeen
pieces of artillery, loaded with round grape -and
cannister shot. Seven of these boats were sunk,
one was towed into the island by the victors, and

the others retreated in great disorder to La Hogue.
The loss of thelittle gairison was” only one-killed
and four wounded:. Lieutenant "Price was pro-

moted to the rank of post-captain for his good con-

duct. At the peace. of Amiens these islands were-
evacuated. B

* Captain Sir Sydney Smith, who had been two

years a prisoner in France, made his-escape about
this time. There is a long account in Schomberg

of the various adventures and dangers he encoun-

»
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“tered in his passage te the coast; but facts have
since come to our knowledge, of the whole having
been contrived by the French government: of
this perbaps even Sir Sydney himself was at the
time ignorant. The police of France was too vigi-
lant and too avaricious to allow. a victim to elude

-its grasp without a sufficient reason, and a bribe
of 3000/. sent to one of the directory by our
own government, unlocked the gates of the
Temple, and remaved all obstructions to the :sea-
coast.. S ‘

~In the month of June, Captain Sir Francis La-

-forey, in the Hydra of thirty-eight guns, chased
and drove on shore a French frigate, a corvette,
and a cutter: the frigate was called La Cenfiante,
and had thirty-six guns and three hundred men;
the name of the corvette was La Vessuve. The
vessels it appears had sailed from Havre, and
at first engaged the Hydra, but very soon sought
safety in flight; endeavouring in vain to regain
their port, they ran on shore near the Calvados
rocks, where the two largest were set on fire by
the British sailors: the cutter was wrecked and
totally destroyed.

Captain Sir Thomas Williams in the Endymion,
with the Pheenix, Glenmore, Melampus, and Uni-
corn, was employed in the melancholy duty of aid~
ing the army in the suppression of the rebellion i

~.Ireland ; and for this purpose was ordered to the

bay of Wexford, where the rebels were in great
force. The army besieged the town, which they
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entered, while the navy prevented the escape of
the vessels, a considerable number of which were
taken, and the rebels reduced to an unconditienal
surrender. , :

In the month of July, the capture of La Seirte, a
French frigate, and the loss of La Pique, a British
frigate, on the Saints, was attended with such pe-
culiar circumstances, that they may be worthy of
more ample detail than our limits can usually al-
low to the capture or loss of a single ship.

The Jason, Pique, and Mermaid, under the com-
mand of Captains Sterling, Milne, and Newman,
fell in- with" a French frigate, which the Pique
brought to action, at eleven o’clock at night, and
continued the fight till her main-topmast fell over
the side, when the Jason passed between them,
and kept up the action.” At this"instant, the land
near the Point la Trénche: was discovered close on’
the larboard bow of the Jason, and both ships ran- -
on shore at the same moment. . The Jason unfor-
tunately stuck fast forward, .and, swinging round,
presented her stern to the enemy's broadside ; a
position, of which, although dismasted, the French-
man, availed himself: a well-directed fire was how--
ever kept up from some of the Jason’s guns.—Cap-
tain’ Milne, in the Pique, soon after came up, eager
in the pursuit, he did not hear Captain Sterling
order him to anchor, and grounded on the off
side of the Jason, in a position to receive, but not
to return, the enemy’s fire without injuring the
Jason.—At half past two the enemy struck, and

>
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‘proved to be La Seine of thirty-eight guns, having
six hundred and ten men on board, of whom many
wege soldiers : shehad sailed from the Isle of France
three months before, and was bound to L’Orient.

In the morning the Jason got off, but the Pique,
being an old French built frigate, was bilged, and
they were forced’to burn her. The captain, of-
ficers, -and crew, went on board the Seine, and
brought her into Plymouth, where Captain Milne
was, of course, honourably acquitted, and was
appointed soon after to the Seine, which he also
‘unfortunately lost on the coast of Holland ; and, in

-the month of October, the Jason was run on shore

off Brest whilein pursuit of a convoy, and totally
lost: for this corniduct Gaptain Sterling was tried
by a court-martial and honourably acquitted.

In August, the boats of the Melpomene, under the
command of Lieutenant Shortland, accompanied
by those of the Childers sloop of war, cut out of
the port of Abreverack the French brig Adventurer, .
of twelve guns and seventy-nine men: this was a
very gallant action.

Captam Butterfield (late first lieutenant of the

Mars) in the Hazard, of eighteen guns, captured
Le Neptune national corvette, pierced for twenty
guns, having only ten mounted, which she fought
- on the same side: she had two hundred and
‘seventy soldiers: after an unsuccessful attempt
to- board, she surrendered, with thirty killed and
wounded. The Hazard had six wounded.

On the 22d of August, three French frigates
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landed a body of eight hundred and fifty troops in
Killala-bay, on the north-west coast of Ireland,
under the command of General Humbert, who
marched to Castlebar, where, being joined by
some rebels, he gave battle to a small force un-
der the command of General Lake, who was forced
to retreat with the loss of six pieces of cannon:
this trifling success so elated the Frenchman,
that he issued a proclamation, appointing a gover-
nor to the province of Connaught, and invited the
Irish to join his standard ; but his reign was short:
the Marquis Cornwallis overtook him.near Tuam,
and obliged him tosurrender at discretion(although
joined by a large body of rebels), before. the pro-
mised reinforcements céuld arrive from Brest:
General Lake gave another division an overthrow
at Ballynamack, and made nine hundred prisoners,
with all their baggage and ‘artillery.

Captain de Courcey, in the Magnanime, cap-
tured, in September, La Colombe French privateer
of twelve guns and sixty men; and on the 24th
of August, was present ‘when the Naiad, Captain
Pierrepoint, captured La Decade, a French frigate
of thirty-six guns and three hundred men. The
Honourable Captain Stopford, in the Phaeton,
and Captain Durham, in the Anson, captured La
Flore, another French frigate of the same size and
number of men-as the Decade. She had only been
eight days at sea.

Although the general mutiny which, in 1797,
had shaken the empire to its foundation, and threat-

>
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ened the subversion of our marifime power, had
subéided,. various instancesof insubordination con-
tinually occurred both on the home and foreign sta-
tions; they werealways, however, happilysubdued,
though unfortunately not without the loss of some
lives. The discontents were chiefly confined to a
description of men called United Irishmen, whohad,
on one or two occasions, nearly suceeeded in ¢arry-
ing_the ships into Brest. The Pompée and the
Neptune narrowly escaped this fate. -Nineteen
men belonging to the Defence were tried at Ports-
mouth ; six ‘were sentenced to suffer death, six
flogged through the fleet, and the others recom:
mended to mercy. Eleven more, belonging to the
Glory, were tried at Plymouth for the same of-
fence : -eight were sentenced to be hung at the
yard-arm ; the others to flogging, solitary confirie-
ment, and to be mulcted of their pay.

-On board some- of our ships they used to meet
at night, and on these occasions have been heard
to give, as a toast, “ A dark night, a sharp knife,
and a bloody blanket.” The Queen Charlotte, the
most deeply infected with this seditious propen-
sity, was then ordered to the Mediterranean sta-
tion, under the eye of one who well knew how to
direct the-energies of her:crew to a proper object.
Many other executions took place in the different
sea-,ports_df thekingdom; and we calculate that no
less than fivehundred men, chiefly the best seamen,
fell a sacrifice to the offended laws of their coun-
try. ‘The manner in which some of them met their
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fate was truly astonishing: a man on board the
Haughty gun-brig* mounted the scaffold with
alacrity, and, kicking off his shoes into the water,
exclaimed, that he “would not die like a horse,
with his shoes on.” o '

A Dutchman was-executed onboard the Ranger
sloop at Sheerness, for having cut the cable with
- & view to let the ship drift on shore: he was hung
in the usual manner at the yard-arni, but the mas-
ter at arms, or provost martial, whose duty it is to
affix the fatal knot, had done it in so careless a
manner, that the unhappy man remained a long
time suspended, and perfectly in his senses : strug--
gling to’ end his wretched existence, he got his
hands loose, and pulled himself up to the yard-
arm, on which he stood erect with the cap off his
face. While he adjusted the halter, he uttered,
with a ferocious countenance, some horrid €jacula-
tions on the improper manner -of the execution,
and, throwing himself off, was dead in an instant ;
thus committing, as i‘t were, an act of self-execution
and legal suicide.

On the 13th of September, 1798, a. cartel for
the exchange of prisoners, was agreed on between
France and England: there were, at that time,
above thirty thousand French prisoners in Eng-
land, and between three and four thousand Eng-
lish prisoners in France.

* The Author,. as lieutenant of the Agincourt, atfended the
execution,
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This year was the first of the establishment of
the corps of the sea-fencibles ; the plan was pro-
posed by Captain Sir Home Popham. As a mode-
of rendering a large body .of men effective to;the
public service, in case of invasion, it had some
claim to the consideration of the government ; -but
when we reflect that, by entering this corps,
seamen were protected from active service while
the nation was put to-a vast expense for their

- equipment and maintenance, we shall not wish to

see it renewed. We may observe, as a warning
to officers in accepting of quiet places on shore,
that it was generally considered afterward as a
_bar to promotion or active. employment. The
command of the prison-hulks was equally inju-
riqus to prospects of promotion.

The allowances to post-captains on the sea-fen-

cible service were .. . . . £1 10 Operday
For a clerk, stationary and
travelling . . . . , . 0 5 0 -
" To commanders 1 0 0
019

And contingencies .

The men received one shilling each muster;.’
they were trained to the exercise of the great gun-
and pikes.. Boats, in all the ports and creeks
along the coast, were held at their disposal; ard
we must do them the justice to say, that, on many
occasions, they rendered considerable service to
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the coasiing trade by the recapture of our vessels,
and, in some instances, by the capture of priva- .
teers. ‘

_ Their numbers on the whole coast of England
scarcely amounted to seven thousand men: they.
were soon after extended to Scotland and Ireland :
in the latter kingdom an admiral was appointed to
the general command of the whole.

VvOL. 11, v
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CHAP, XII.

Action between Papillen and Qpeedy——-l‘rench armament at Tou-
lon—St. Vincent prepares to meet it—Nelson JOII]S him—
Proceeds to Toulon—Is dlsmasted———Repalréd and: returng
to his station—French fleet quits’ Toulon, and takes Maita
—Orders from St. Vincent to Nelson, and letters to Sir
William and Lady Hamilton—Sir Roger Curtis joins the
ficet off Cadiz—Trowbridgé proceeds to join Nelsoi, who
pursues the French fleet—Hears of it off Cape Passero—Goes
to Alexandria—Disappointed — Returns to Syracnse—Ob-
tains supplies throngh the influence of Lady Hamilton—Man-
ner in which the British and French fleets passed each other

. in the night—Nelson sails from Syracuse, and discovers the -
French fleet in the bay of Aboukir—Battle of the Nile—Ob-
servations and reflections—Plans of the French government
and Bonaparte—Distress of the French army-~Capture of
the Leander—Honourable acquittal and knighthood of Cap-
tain Thompson—Uncandid statement of the French Captain
~—Nelson’s public letter—List of his fleet and prizes-—Obser-
vations on the burning of the Artemise, and the grounding of
the Culloden—St. Vincent’s letter to Earl Spencer, to Lady
Spencer, to Evan Nepean—Capture of Sensible and Santa
Dorothea—Of Liguria—Letter of Hollowell to Nelson witha
coftin—Nelson arrives at Naples—Honours paid to him—
Letter from Admiral Gantheaume—Effects of the baitle of
the Nile in Evrope—The French General having made good
his landing in Egypt, marches to Cairo—Description of har-
bour of Alexandria— Leiter.from Nelson 1o Governor of Bom-
bay—State of Italy on his arrival at Naples—Imprudence of
the directory—Neapolitans with King and General Mack ad-
vance to Rome—Beaten, and retreat—British squadron-on
coast of Italy—Sir James Saumarez summons Malta—Cruelty
of Arabs to French, and murder of General Carrier—Capture
of Minorca—Blockade of Malta—Capture of Goza—Letters
to Nelson, Earl Spencer, Rear-admiral Gambier, Evan Ne«
pean, Bxq. &e. &e. &c.
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Carray Hugh Downman, in the Speedy brig of
fourteen four-pounders and sixty men, had a very
severe action with a French privateer, called Le
Papillon, of eighteen guns, twelve-pounders, and
one hundred and sixty men: the contest lasted -
nearly two days. The enemy, having the advan- .
tage in peint of sailing, chose his own distance;
and, coming down from to windward, shot away
the Speedy’s fore- topmast. The conduct of Cap-
tain Downman in this affair entitled him to the first
rank in his class of officers, for bravery, persever- -
ance, skill, and judgment. After having expended
all' his shot, he -substituted pieces of iron hoop,
nails, and marlirispikes.. Mr. Marshall, the master,
who with twelve men was on hoard the prize then
four leagues to leeward, seeing his captain and
shipmates overmatched?® generously resolved to go
to their assistance. - Having secured hisptisoners
below to the number of forty, and put his people
into a small boat, he quitted the prize after dark,
and fortunately got on board the Speedy in time
to share in the honour of the day. The enémy
escaped from supenor sailing, and Captain Down-
man retook his prize, and conducted her safe into
pmt For this action he was soon after promoted
to the rank of post-captain. It may be said with
truthj that every officer who commanded that little
vessel obtained his promotion from her by hard
fighting and most successful conflicts agamst su-
perior force.

The arms of the French republic having now

’ v 2 .
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conquered Italy, and subdued the armies. of the
empire, the directory determined on foreign in-
vasion upon a grand-and extensive scale. The
vast armament which had long been equipping at

‘Toulon had not escaped the penetrating eye of the -
‘able and -enlightened chief who commanded the
fleet in the Mediterranean; he was in close and
secret correspondence with men of keen dlscern\-
ment in the south of France ; and, though the cer-
tain destination of this powerful fleet was not
known, yet from various circumstances it was cons
jectured, that the East was the quarter where 'the
blow was intended' to be struck, and thither the
attention of the Admiral was directed. A large

British fleet at this‘time lay before Cadiz, watch-
ing one of superior force in thatharbour.—Lord St.
Vincent, however, with a ofind worthy of the noble
cause in which he was engaged, disregarded every.
personal consideration, and, leaving himself with
very few ships, prepared a strong detachment,
which he held in readiness to follow the enemy
to any part-of the world.

" Between the naval operations of the French and
English there has always existed this remarkable,
difference ; that while the first endeavour, by every
means, to avoid an action, we as sedulously.iseek
one. The French never sail }vithout some medi:
tated mischief, and the hope of attaining a great
object ; we, on the contrary, go to sea to look for .
adventures.

The French fleet, under the command of Ad~
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miral Bruies, with three hundred transports, and
an army of forty thousand men, commanded by
the celebrated Napcleon Bonaparte, sailed. from
Toulon, on the 20th of May ; they were: seent by
some of our’ ships, but their destmatlon was un-
known. ~

Nelson, having spent the winter in England, and
perfectly regained his strength, hoisted his flag on
board . the Vanguard of seventy-four guns, com-
manded by Captain- Edward Berry, and. in April
joined the Earl of St. Vincent off Cadiz, where he
had no sooncr arrived, than he found that work
was preparing for him; he was. simultaneously'
nominated both by Earls Spencer and St. Vin-
cent, for the command of the:squadron selected
to pursue the enemy. The alleged partiality pro-
duced remonstrances from other admirals in the
fleet, on the hardship of employing a juniof,oﬁicer
in. preference to them. This was apoint on which
Lord St. Vincent always held himself perfectly
independent. Iis laconic and memorable answer
was—‘ that he considered those who were re-
sponsible for measures had a right to choose- their
men.” ’ .

At first Nelson was sent up with a'small squa-
‘dron to the gulf of Lyons, famed for its tempests.
T‘he following is a list of his ships :—

Ships. -Guns. Commanders.
Vanguard (ﬂag) - 74  Capt. Berry
Orion . . « « 74  —— Sir]. Saumarez

Alexander « . . . 74 —— A, L Ball
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. FRIGATES.

Ships. ) Guns. Commanders. -
_Caroline « « 86 Capt. Lake

* Alcmene . - + 8  —— Brown

Fmerald . . 36 —— Waller

~ Terpsichore. - -~ 36 —— Gage .

‘On the 20th, he met with a gale of wind, in
which the Vanguard lost: her .foremast, bowsprit,
and Mmain-topmast; but a still greater misfortune
was, the separation from his frigates, which never
afterward rejoined him, and which he had much
cause to regret. ' The Vanguard was taken in tow
by-the Alexander, ‘and conducted safely into the
~ harbour of St. Pietro, at the south-west extremity.
of Sardinia. .Our implacable enemies had endea-
voured to exclude British ships from any port in
the Mediterranean, and the King of Sardinia, in
‘whose dominions this island lay, had received his
orders accordingly. This injunction Nelson treated
with contempt, and in defiance of threats, went in
and refitted his ship, - thch by great exertion,
was performed in four days; and he immediately
resumed his situation off Toulon. The Author of
the life-of Nelson has asserted, that months would
have been employed in refitting the Vanguard in
England, This is -one of those errors to -which
writers are liable, who venture to speak on sub-
jeets of ‘which they -are entirely ignorant.. 'The
Queen Charlotte came out of dock in January,
1795; with- a clean swept’ hold, and.without:ia
mast ; and, though.the winter was more severe
than any we can remember, she was at Splthead

'
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on the eighth day, and reported ready for sea on
‘the tenth. Twenty-four hours in well-regulated
ships, and in a British dock-yard, are sufficient to
shift a lower mast and bowsprit; and this has
frequently been done. These observations are
not intended to depreciate Mr. Southey’s valuable
work (which we have read with pleasure, and, we
hope, with improvement), but to -correct & mis-
coneeption not at all creditable to our profession,
and which- we could not allow to pass down to
posterity uncontradicted.

While Nelson was repairing his shlp, the French
arriving at Malta took .possession of the island,
~ then held by the grand master and knights of that
ancient and honourable order, who, it would ap-
pear, had agreed to surrender on the landing of
the French army, or else had not the power to
make a successful resistance.

Malta possessing the finest harbour in the Me—
diterranean, and being an entrepét for British and
foreign merchandise for the surrounding markets
of Europe and Africa, was doubly valuable to
Great Britain even in its neutral state ;- its acqui-
sition was thereford a point of great importance to-
France, and one of which its government seemed
duly sensible, depriving us at once of all ‘these
advantages, while it commanded the southern pas-
sage to the Levant, and securing, at the same.
time, a large supply of seamen, the Maltese being
remarkable for their nautical skill and bravery.

The history of the siege of this island by the

>
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Turks, in 1565, will be found in Watson’s History
of Philip the Second of Spain, vol. 1. Unfortunately,
the French had not La Valette to oppose them, and-
the grand master was accused - of having sold his*
important charge to the invaders. - GeneralBona- A
parte, leaving a garrison of three thousandrmen, :
departed, steering to the eastward ;“in the*mean"
time Nelson pursued his way to Cape Sepet, near
Toulon, and there awaited the junction of his pro-.
mised reinforcement under Trowbridge. - The fol+
lowing is| a copy of the orders he recéived from
the Earl of St. Vincent.

- »

By the Earl of ST. VINCENT, admiral of the blue,
commander-in-chief, &c &e. &c. e

{Most secret.]

In pursnance of orders from the lords commissioners.of the )
admiralty, to employ a squadron of his Majesty’s ships in- the -
Mediterranean, under the command of a discreet officer (copies
of which are enclosed, and other papers necessary for your guid-
ance), and in conformity thereto, I do hereby authorize and
require you, on being joined by the ships named in the margin,
 fo take them and their captains under your command, in addi-
tion to-those already with you; and to proceed with them in
quest of the armament preparing by ‘the ememy at Toulon and
Genoa: the object whereof appears to be, either an attack upon-
Naples, or Sicily; the conveyance of an army to some part of
the coast of Spain for the purpose of ‘marching towards Portu-
gal, or to pass through the Straits, with a view of proceeding to-
Ireland. On falling in with the said armament, or any 'part.
thereof you are to use your utmost endeavour to take, sink, bury,
and destroy it. Should it appear to you, from good authority,
on your arrival up the Mediterranean, that the enemys foree,-
capable’ of being -sent to sea, is inferior to what is reported by
intelligence herewith transmitted, you are, in this case, to direct -
such ships to rejoin me as may not be absolutely necessary

f ~
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to ensure your sdperiority, the moment you shall find yourself.

in a situation so to do. - '

On the subject of supplies, I enclose also.a copy of their
lordships’ letter to me, and do require you strictly to comply.
with the spirit of it; by considering and treating as hostile any
ports within the Mediterranean (lhose of Sardinia excepted), when,
provisions, or other articles you-may be in want of, and which
they may be- enabled to furnish, shall be refused,~—and you are
to- treat in like manner, and capture the ships and vessels of.
powers, or states, adhering to his Majesty’s enemies ; or, under

" ether ‘circumstances enumerated in the said order, determining

to the best of your judgment upon the several cases under that

head, that may occur during your command. You are to re-. :

main upon this service so long as the provisions of your squa-
dron will ldst, or as long as you inay be enabled to obtain sup-
plies from any of the ports in the Mediterranean; and when,
from the want of provisions, or any other circumstance, you
shall be no longer able to remain within the Straits, or in the

event of the enemy’s armament escaping to the westward (which .

you will take especial care to prevent), you are to lose no time
n rejoining me, wherever I may be.
Given on board the Ville de Paris, .
off Cadiz, May 21, 1798. ’ ST. VINCENT.
To Sir Horatio Nelson, K. B. rear-admiral
-of the blue, &c. &c. &e.
By command of the Admiral, G. Purvis; secretarys

’

Additional instructions for Rear-admiral Sir HoraTro NELsoN ‘

Fromethe tenor of the instructions from the lords c()mmls-
sioners of the admiralty, which you will rececive herethh, it
appears their lordships expect a faveurable nentrality from Tus~
cany and the Two Sicilies: in any event you are to extract,

supplies, of whatever you may be in want of, from the territories |

of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, the King of the Two Sicilies, the-
Ogtoman territory, Malta, and the m-devant Venetian dominions,
now belonging to the Emperor of Germany.—You will also
perceive, hy an extract of a letter from Mr. Master, his Majesty’s
consul at Algiers, that the Dey is extremely well disposed to-
wards us, The Bey of Tunis, by the report of Captain Thompson
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of his Majesty’s ship Leander, is also perfectly nentral and good
bumoured. | From the Bashaw of Tripoli I: have every reason'to.
believe, that any shlps of your squadron that touch there will be
received in the niost friendly manner.

In a private letter from Lord: Spencer 1 am led to believe,
that you are perfectly justifiable in pursuing the French squadron,
to.any part of the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Morea, Are hipelago,
or even into the Black Sea. Should its destinations be to any
of those parts, theroughly sensible of .your zeal, enterprises,
and capacity; at the head of a squadron of ships so well appointed,
manned, and commanded, I have the utmost confidence i the
success of your operations. I send Mr, Littledale to you as an
aid. in the victualling branch, Mr; Heatly having been well sa-
tisfied with the conduct of the house to which he belongs, at
Leghorn. Their former contracts for the supply of the fleet will
serve as a‘guide to you, ' If a- pldn I have directed Mr. Heatly
to make out does not arrive in time to go by CaptamTro“budm
I will send it by the first good conveyance.

- It is hardly necessary to instruct you to open a corresponds
ence with his- Ma3esly s ioinisters at every court in Italy, at
Vienna and Constantinople, and the different consuls on the
coasts of the seas you are going to operate in: those of Algiers
and Tunis are absent from their ports, and not likely to resume
them.—You will see the necessity of my being informed of your
movements from time to time. A good sparonare,* or felucca,
with faithful people on board (if to be found), will serve for an
advice boat, during the summer months: when I have a cutter
to spare you shall have her.

Given, &c. May 21,1798, - ST. VINCENT,
- . .

- On the 20th, Lord St. Vincent despatched Har-
‘dy, in the Mutine, in search of Nelson, to apprise.
him of the approaching departure of Trowbridge;
and on the 22d he addressed the following 1 letters
to Sn' William and Lady Hamilton. at Naples. -

* An Italian boat.
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Ville de Paris, l.wqfor‘ev Cadiz,
May 23, 1798.

To Sir WiLLiaMm HaAMILTON,

1 must decline entering into the wretched policy which has -
placed the Two Sicilies in the siteation they now are with re-
spect to the system of the insolent and overbearing republie.
I have a powerful squadron ready to fly to the assistance of
Naples the moment 1 receive a- reinforcement from the west of
Ireland, which is on its passage hither, and 1 hourly look for its
appearauce with the utmost degree of anxiety and impatience.
Rear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson will command this force, which
is composed of the elite of the navy of England. Sir G. Byng
(Lord Torringten) did not make a bhetter choice when he was
¢harged by George the First with a very important mission to
the same coasts, and I have no doubt of the event being equally
propitious to his Majesty’sarms, I am prohibited by my orders
from quitting this position, which the mistaken policy of Spain
has made necessary. Have the goodness to lay me at the feet
of their Majesties, and assure them of my most profound.re-
spect, and that I will exert every nerve for their. preservation.
*8T. VINCENT.

-

May 22, 1798,

Ta Lady HAMILTON.
MADAM,

I feel myself bighly honoured and flattered by your Lady-
ship’s letter of the 16th of April.  The picture you have drawn
of the lovely -Queen of Naples, and the royal family, would
rouse the indignation of the most unfeeling, at the infernal de-
signs of these devﬂs who, for the scourge of the human race, are
permltted to govern Frauce. 1am bound by my oath of ¢hi-
valry to protect all who are persecuted and distressed, and {
would fly to the succour of their Sicilian Majesties was I not
pgsitively forbid to quit my post before Cadiz. I am happy,
however, to have a knight of superior prowess in my train, who
‘is charged with the enterpnse, and will soon make his appear-
ance at the head of as gallant a band ¢ as ever drew sword or
trailed pike.” )

ST. VINCENT.
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The. Lion, Captain M. Dixon, on the 9th of
June, was ordered to Lagos-bay, to join the Por-
tuguese squadron, and placed under the command
of the Marquis de Niza. It was intended thatthe
Marquis, with his squadron and the Lion, should
go in search of Nelson, and act.under. his orders,
as it was stipulated in the treaty of 1703, between:
the two powers, that the officer commanding the
smallest number of ships should obey the other.

June 11th, by a letter to Sir Horatio Nelson, it
- would appear that the King of Spain had made

some .overiure to. Lord St. Vincent, who orders

Sir Horatio, in case of falling in with his holiness
" the Pope at sea, to treat him kindly, and do him
. homage in his lordship’s name; with all the cere-
~ mony-due to a crowned head.

A hint is given of taking possession of Mi-
norca, and the destruction of Carthagena: the
former was accomplished, the latter not.

.On the 22d, he ‘alludes ‘te a convention he had
entcred_ into with the Catholic King.

*July 4th, he writes to Nelson, and tells him he:
is' to -attack Carthagena after he has ““done up
Bonaparte.”

5th, To Nelson he gives the names and force of
theé Portuguese squadron, as follows :—

‘Ships. ‘ Guns. Commanders

. omg {M'quuls de Niza °*
Capt. Puysigur

- Stone

74 ~—— Mitchell

4 ~—-— Campbell

Barker

~——— Duncan

“Principe Real (flag) - -
Rheina de Portugal « . .
St. Sebastian. + ... . .
Alphonso Albuguerque . .
Incendiary, English (fire-ship) -
Falcao (brig) +« « + < o

¢
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Captain Retallick of the British navy, with two
lieutenants, was appointed to act as signal ofiicers
to the Marquis.

June, 1798, he writes to Nelson, and tells h1m
that * * %% % %% %% had made strong representation
against his (Nelson’s) appointment ; that they had -
written home, contrary to his advice, and that they
were supported by a powerful faction (the enes
‘mies of Nelson), but they would both of them be
superseded.

The squadron under the command of Sir Rogel‘
Curtis hove in sight of the fleet on- the 24th of
May, and had no sooner answered the private:sig-
nal, than Trowbridge weighed with -ten ships of
the line, and proceeding through the Straits- of
Gibraltar, crowded all sail for Toulon, off which:
place, on the 7th-of June; he joined the Rear-ad-
miral, and had the mortification to see that the
Vanguard was under a jury-foremast. Previously
to this the Orion and Alexander had fallen in with.
_fifteen sail of Spanish merchantmen, two of which

they captured, as they might have done the whole,’
but were recalled by Nelson, who would- allow
nothing to divert him froh his purpose.. :

"~ Nelson now, with thirteen ‘sail of thé:line, a -
fifty, and a brig (for he had no frigates), thought.
himself equal to any thing he could meet with in
the Mediterranean, and instantly went in search of
his flying enemy. :

The French having sailed from Toulon -on the’

20th of May, with a strong breeze at north-west,

»
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had considerably the start of him; he was con-
vinced they were bound to the eastward : sending
Hardy, therefore, in the Mutine, to Civita Vecchia
and the Roman codst, he steered with the fleet for
Corsica, which he made ‘on the 12th, and having
-rounded Cape Corse on the 13th, passed Elba and
the 'small island of Planosa; then hauling more to
_théea’stwai‘d’, he made the Roman coast, and fe-
joined Hardy, who could give him no intelligence:
He next-steered. for the bay of Naples, and sent
Trowbridge in the Mutine to inquire of Sir Wil-
* liam Hamilton, from whom he learnt that the ene-
my was gone to Malta, and Nelsonx made all ‘sail
for the Pharo of Messina, which he passed on the
20th, with a fair wind, amidst the shouts and ad=
elamations of the Sicilians- and Neapolitans, who
- ‘eame off in boats, and as they rowed among the
Shlps loaded them with congratulations and bless-
ings ; fearing when Malta was taken by the French,
that they would be the next object of attack.
.~ On the morning of the 22d, when about twelve
ledgues south-east of Cape Passero, in Sicily,
Hardy spoke a Genoese brig, which gave him in-
telhgence that the French having taken Malta, had
-left-it om the 18th with a gale at north-west. This
confirmed Nelson in his conjecture, that they were
gone to Egypt, and he instantly bore up for' thaf
coast. Tt was during the ensuing night that the
hostile fleet must have crossed each other’s track:
the French steering east for Candia, and the Eng-
lish south-east for Alexandria. In his run he spoke
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but three vessels, two of them from Alexandria,
but none could afford him any information.

On the 28th, he made the Pharos of Alexandria,
and run in till he had a complete view of both the
harbours; but the enemy was not there. -Hardy
was sent to the Governor, who was'as much sur-
prised to see a British fleet as to hear that a French
one was expected. Revolving in his anxious mind
what could have become of the enemy, it never oc-
curred to him that he had outrun, and first reached .
the port of their destination. e now shaped his
course to the north-east, 'and on the 4th’ of July
made the coast of Natolia, gaining no-information
there; with a press of sail and a foul wind he beat
along the south side of Candia: On.the 18th of
July he made Sicily again, and entering the pott
of Syracuse, with which none of his officers were
acquainted, brought his fleet to an anchor without
any accident.

With the weak and contemptible government of
this place, it became a question whether the Bri-
tish fleet should receive any supplies; but by the
address of that extraordinary woman, Lady Ha«+
milton, every thing was granted that Nelson could
require. The information he obtained here was
merely negative; he learnt only that the French
fleet had not been seen in the Archipelago, nor in
tlle Adriatic, -nor had they gone down the Medi-
terranean; still then the obvious conclusion to be
drawn was, that they had' proceeded to Egypt.
Nelson, on the 22d of June, had steered direct for

»
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Alexandria, while the, French fleet, as it after-
ward appeared, had shaped its course for Candia,
and being encumbered with heavy sailing trans-
'ports, was much delayed ; consequently, by tak-
ing the shortest route, the British fleet reached
that port, and quitted it only a few hours before
the French were seen from its towers. Nelson,
having no frigates, could not extend his look out,
and the distance between Candia and the coast of
Africa being sixty leagues, affords abundant space
for two fleets to pass each other unobserved

On the 25th of July he sailed again from Syraq
‘¢use, and having no certain information as.to the
object of his search, he steered for the Morea, and
made the gulf of Coron, called in the French
¢harts Calamates, Trowbmdge was sent in, and
sach was his activity, that the fleet was detained
but three hours, when he returned w1th the in-
telligence from the Turkish governor, that the
French fleet had been seen one month before steer-
ing south-east. Trowbridge observed, during his
hurried visit to' Coron, that the inhabitants of that
country entertained the miost serious apprehension
of a visit from the French, whom they held in
utter detestation.

On the 31st of July, he sent the Zealous andv
Sw1ftsure a-head to make' the land ; they saw the
French fleet, and made the signal to that effect,
Upon this information Nelson again steered Wlth\
all sall for Alexandrla which they 1 made on the
lst “of ‘August at noon. But the port now had a
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very different appearance to what it had on their-
last visit; it was full of vesséls of every kind, and-
with joy they descried the tri-coloured flag wav-.

ing on board the ships. Animation and delight

were felt throughout the British fleet at seeing:
their enemy, and by none more than the gallant’
chief, whose zeal and anxiety in his country’s .
cause were now about to reap,their just reward.:

In the bravery and discipline of his captains and.
crews he had the most perfect confidence, and by .
constant communication with the former, when-
ever the weather would ﬁermit, he had so com-.
pletely instructed them, as to the mode of attack,.
in almost “every possible situation in which he-
might find the enemy, that it was now only neces-
sary to give the signal to prepare for action.

The battle of the Nile, as it is usually called,
was not a common sea engagement between two
fleets ; "there were many circumstances combining
with the locality to render it one of a very pecuhar ’
nature and interest.

The French, haying had the advantage of the
first arrival, had taken up, as they supposed a
secure position in the bay of Beqms, or Aboukir.
Their force consisted of one Shlp ‘of 2 hundred and
twenty guns, two of eighty, ten of sev_enty-f()ur,
apd four frigates ; one of forty-eight, one of forty-
four, and two of thirty-six guns.

The fleet was moored in a compact line, extend-
ing across the bay in‘a north-west and south-east
direction, according to Captain Miller's chart ; but
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his ships by the stern.* For this purpose, his:
cables were passed out of the stern-p_oi‘t.é, carried

along the side, and bent to the anchors. His object_
in doing this was to deprive the enemy of the ad- -
vantage of raking him, as he would have swung

round, and exposed the bow, or the stern of his

vessels, had he brought up in the usual way. At

three o'clock the signal was made to prepare for

battle, and the fleet stood in under a crowd of
sail ; as they approached within two miles of the’
enemy, the Culloden grounded on the reef, aind

stuck fast,

The best and most authentic description of this
famous day is to be found in the workf of the Rev.
Cooper Willyams, who was chaplain of the Swift-
sure on the occasion. That author says, the Go-
hath, commanded by Captam Foley, led the fleet,
and by a quarter past six in the évening, the
French began the engagement; but the Goliath
did not return their fire until she had doubled their
line, and came to an anchor alongside the Conque-
rant, second ship in their van, and in ten minutes
shot away her topmasts. Hood, in the Zealous,
followed ; and, having anchored on the bow of the
Guerrier, the van ship, in twelve minutes dis-
masted her. Next came the Orion, commanded
Ry Sir James Saumarez; La Serieuse, a frigate,
lying within the line, gave him a broadside, which

* This mode of anchoring was common among the ancients,
and is' mentioned in sacred history, Acts xxvii. 29,
+ Voyage vp the Mediterranean, 4to; London, 1802, p. 47.

? x 2
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Sir James returned with his starboard-guns ;- and -
she instantly, sunk: He then proceeded. to take
his station on the bow of the Franklin and the
quarter of Le Souverain Peuple, engaging both.
The Audacious came next, and let go her anchor
on the bow of the Conquera,ht; having passed be-
tween that ship and the Guerrier, Captain Gould:
instantly began a destructive fire. The Theseus,
commanded by the lamented Miller, was the fifth
and last ship that came inside of the line: Passing
between the Zealous and her opponent the Guer-, -
rier, he poured in a broadside as he brushed her
sides; for this friendly act the -Goliath gave him
three hearty cheers, which the Theseus returned :
the French also attempted to imitate the animating
sound ; but the effort produced loud peals of laugh-:
ter on: board the Theseus, as she passed on to her -
proper-opponent; in the .order of succession ; this;
was the Spartiate. The Captain of the Guerrier
owned that those ‘cheers did more to damp the ar-
dour of his. men than the broadside of the Theseus.
Nelson, having:seen his five van ships begin the:
action “ to his heart’s content,” now came himself.
to their support. = It appears from the information-
of: Sir James Saumarez, that the plan of placing
the enemy between two fires was nof preconcerted,
that it originated with Nelson himself, and pro-
bably .but a minute preyvious to its execution.
He took his station without or on the starboard*
"# Willyams says, lhrboard; ‘but that must be an error, as the;
heads of the enemy’s ships lay to the westward;

s
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side, and within pistol-shot of the Spartiate, then
engaged with the Theseus : the French ship could
not support their united cross-fire, and very soon
surrendered. Louis, in the Minotaur, followed
his admiral, and brought the Aquilon-to action,
which soon terminated by her surrender. Then
came Darby in the Bellerophon, hisorders were
to anchor in the bow of L’Orient, the flag-ship of
Admiral Bruies,—and this he fully intended; but
" unfortunately, having too much way, his cable was
not stoppered in time, and he brought up exactly
abreast of that tremendous ship, whose broadsides
very soon killed and wounded two hundred of his
men ; among the former, three of his lieutenants;
and about eight o’clock he cut his cable, and stood
out, or rather drifted out of the bay. The De-
fence, Captain Peyton, came to an anchor a-head of
the Minotaur, and engaged the Franklin of eighty
guns, laying on her starboard bow:; this ship béore
the flag of Rear-admiral Blanquet du Chelard,
second in command. Next came the Majestic,
eommanded by the gallant Westcott, whe fell in
the action. He engaged the Heureux on her star-
board bow, while he received the fire of the Ton-
nant, which lay astern of the L'Orient : the heavy
fire from her. two powerful opponents was almost
an overmatch for the Majestic, and Westcott fell- in
the heat of the battle. The command fortunately
devolved on Mr. Cuthbert, the first lieutenant, who
supported his own and his country’s honour to the
end of the day.

A ]
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‘The Swiftsure and Alexander, commanded by
Captains Hollowell and Ball, having been sent
early in the morning to look into the port of Alex-
andria, did not come to action till'late in the even-
ing: these ships would inevitably haye got on
shore upon the reef, on the western side of the
bay, but for the accident which had previously
placed the Culloden there, The unlucky Trow-
bridge, burnirig with desire to share in the glorious
conflict, beheld the fight from his quarter-deck.
It has been said, that this second Nelson resigned
~ himself to despan, and was with difficulty pre-
vented throwing himself overboard: this is a mis-
take, no'man ever possessed himself more fully in
the hour of danger than Trowbridge : his ship on
shore in a most perilous situation, it was the time
of all others for a display of those talents he was
- known to possess; nor was it without their ut-
most exértion that hé succeeded in saving his ship,
and getting her off the reef, on the morning of the
2d of August, with the loss of her rudder, and dis-
chargmg the mcred1ble quantlty of one hundred
and twenty tons of water in an hour.

It-was eight o’clock at night, and totally dark,
when the two ships approached the scene of ac-
tion. The Swiftsure had got within range of the
enemy’s guns, when she fell in with the Bellero-
phon, drifting out of the bay under her foresail
and fore-topsail ; and having no fighting lights dis-
played, it was only by a fortunate application of
judgment that Hollowell was prevented firing into
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her. At three minutes past eight, says the accu-
rate Mr. Willyams, the Swiftsure anchored, nearly
in the spot that had been occupied by the Belle-
rophon, alongside of L’Orient. Captain Hollowell
took his station with a degree of coolness, which,
except in that action, has few ‘examples. Having -
let go his anchor within a cable’s length, or two
hundred yards, from this French first-rate, he
clewed up all his sails, and furled them ; and then,
and not till then, opened his fire upon the bows of
the Orient and the quarter of the Franklin. About
the same time the Swiftsure received a heavy shot
in the larboard bow, sex?eral feet under water,
which obliged them to work her chain pumps
during the whole of the action. Following closely,
and most zealously supporting his friend, came the
Alexander, Captain Ball; passing under the stern
of the French admiral, he raked him, and anchored
within side, on his larboard quarter, and the battle
raged with a fury that no.pen can describe, and
that never was equalled for science, skill, judg-
ment, courage, and the great object to be gained
by one side and defended by the other.

The Leander, Captain Thompson, had gone to
the assistance of the Culloden; but finding that
no effort could move the ship till she was light-
ened, he hastened to the scene of action : anchor-
ing his ship across the bows of the Franklin, he
raked her with great effect, and was in such a
position as to be nearly invulnerable, or occupying
what, in modern science, is technically called ¢ the

]
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point of impunityf’ Four ships in the enemy's
van had now surrendered, the battle had lasted
“three hours, and continued in the centre, with he-
. foic bravery, on bothsides. At three minutes past
nine, a fire broke out in the cabin of the Orient,
and, dreadful as it may appear, Captain Hollowelt
-ordered as many guns as could be spared to fire-
upon that part of the ship, the marines; from the
poop, under the command of Captain Allen, pour-
‘ing in, at the same titme, volleys of musketry. This
we own was a painful duty; but the enemy was
“not subdued, gnd there could be no alternative.
'Captain Ball, in the Alexander, kept up his fire, on
the other side, to the same point: thus situated,
valour was unavailing. The gallant Bruies, thrice
wounded, still kept his post, and encouraged his
men to extinguish the flames, until a cannon ball
cut him in two as he stood on the arm chest. His
captain, Casa Bianca, fell by his side; and the ill-
fated L’Orient was now given up to the flames,
which, having spread along the decks, mounted
the rigging with uncontrollable and terrific rapi-
dity; the .whole noble fabric was ‘one blaze, fore
and aft, from the mast-heads to the water; hun-
dreds of the crew committed themselves to the
~ ‘waves, hoping to escape the severer fate of being
burnt alive; many sunk, some swam to our ships,
Topes, spars; gratings, and any buoyant object
was thrown to their assistance, and every endea-
.vour used by the British sailors to save their sup-
-pliant adversaries ; a few of whom (the first lieu-
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tenant, commissary, and ten meh) were-drawn:into,
the lower deck ports of the Swiftsure, while her

“own fate, and that of the Alexander, ‘‘stood trem-
bling on the balance.”

Mr. Willyams says, the Swiftsure was anchored
within half pistol shot of the burning ship : this is
an indefinite term, there being a variety of pis-
tols, and few are agreed.as to the precise distance
they will carry : but we should say that the nearest
space from: the Swiftsure to the L’Orient was be-
tween one and two hundred yards; and, consider-
ing that the explosion of the magazine was mo-
mentarily expected, it is impossible to describe
the dreadful suspense and awful expectation 'of the
officers and men of the Swiftsure and Alexander.
Captain Hollowell was to windward of the burn-
ing ship, and no persuasiohs,cou]d induce him to
move. Captain Ball, being to leeward, was in
greater danger, and was twice set on fire by the
splinters from the Orient, which still kept “firing
from her lower deck. At thirty-seven minutes
past nine the flames communicated to the maga-
zine, and she blew up ““ with a crashing sound, that
deafened all around her:” what must that: crash
have been to tear asunder the oak-beams and ribs
of a ship of her size, to snap the shrouds and stays
which secure her lower mast, and scatter the
whole component parts of a first-rate ship as.chaff

- before the whirlwind! The vibration of this ex-
plosion was felt to the very keels of the ships, and
the burning fragments fell for some moments upon
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the decks of the Swiftsure and Alexander. A
port-fire fell into the main-royal of the latter, and
two large pieces of burning wreck into the main
- and fore-tops of the former; but the whole was
extinguished without any accident. There was
no British bosom, at that moment, hut suffered the
deepest sorrow and commiseration for the brave,
though fallen enemy. Nelson, who was wounded
and taken below, was informed by Captain Berry
of the sad conflagration, and long before the ex-
plosion the hero was on deck giving orders to man
- every hoat for their relief : after every exertion, not
more- than seventy could be saved. During this
eventful scene, the contending fleets had mutually
paused from dealing destruction to each other;
but this cessation lasted only a few minutes, and
the firing, recommenced by the French, was in-
stantly returned by the English. The Franklin,
bearing the flag of the second in command, now
senior officer, began to fire on the Defence and
Swiftsure; but these ships and the Leander soon
compelled her to surrender. The Alexander, Ma-
jestic, and, occasionally, the Swiftsure, engaged
the Tonnant and her seconds astern. All a-head
of her had surrendered. At three o’clock in the
morning of the 2d,. the action was suspended,
but renewed at four, when the Majestic and the
‘Alexander attacked the rear of the enemy’s liné,
consisting of the Tonnant, Guillaume Tell, Gene- -
reux, and Timoleon. Miller, of the Theseus, joined
himself to these ; he, as yet, had received but little
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damage, and the Leander, at six o'clock, was or--
" dered by signal to assist the ships engaged: her
captain obeyed with the greatest alacrity.. The
enemy were now cutting their cables,and dropping,
toleeward. At eight o’clock the Goliath joined ‘the
rest of the .combatants, when the Heureux and the
Mercure were obliged to-submit. The Timoleon
was on shore, and the Tonnant a complete wreck.
At twelve o'clock Rear-admiral Villeneuve, in the
Guillaume Tell of eighty guns, weighed, or cut his
cable, and made sail : he was followed by the Ge-
nereux of seventy-four guns, and the frigates Di-
ane and Justice. Nelson had no ship in any con-
dition to follow them, except the Zealous. Hood
gallantly ‘went in pursuit;.but, after exchanging a
few broadsides, he was recalléd from the unequal
contest. It was not till the morning of the 3d,
that the action was completely terminated, by the
surrender of the Tonnant and burning of the Ti-
moleon. Thus ended the memorable battle of the
Nile, in which it appeared that ¢ every man did
his duty.” After having provided for the cure of his
wounded men, the first act of the pious chief was
to return thanks to the.Almighty for this signal
victory. ,

The most palpable and fatal error of the French
admiral in this action was, allowing his rear ships
to remain at anchor until attacked by her enemy :
all to leeward of the Franklin (even the frigates)
should have weighed and worked up to support
their van, instead of lying still and being beaten
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m detail—we conceive that the same number:of
British ships might be so moored in the bay of
Aboukir, as to bid defiance to almost any fleet that
¢ould be brought against them.

- Considering the battle of the Nile as thegreatest,
‘both in itself and its consequences, of any' ndval
engagement recorded in history, we deem it right
to offer a few remarks upon-the political’ effects
resulting therefrom.”

The object of this “great armament was the total
destruction of our empire in India ; and the means
ﬁroposed for effecting ‘it seems to have been' the
marching an army across the Isthmus of Suez, and
seizing the vessels of the country, or constructivg
others on the shores of the Red Sea, to trans-
port troops down -that gulf, and, crossing the
Indian Ocean, land on some part of the coast of
‘Malabar, where the enemy expected (and proba-
bly with great reason) an active co-operation from
some of the discontented native powers.—~Such
were the viéws of the directory; and Napoleon
Bonaparte was selected 4s the man most fit to
carry their plans into effect, mot only from his.
Kknown intrepidity, but because, from his great suc-
cesses in Italy, they began to be jealous of his"po-
pularity with the soldiers.—They flattered them-
selves that they should either get rid ofa powerful
vival, or achieve the conquest of our remofe pos-
sessions, whence they supposed we derived all our
wealth, and, consequently, all our power. Bona-
parte, by landing his army, had secured to himself
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the possession of Alexandria, overawing the neigh- ~
bouring country, and levying vast contributions
of corn, cattle, and money. Such an. interloper
could not fail of exciting the fears and. jealousies
of the natives ; and thence their rejoicings at the
destruction of the. enemy’s -fleet—they saw that,
whatever was the power of their invaders, there
was a power still superior to them, and they turned
all their hopes of deliverance upon the nation who
bad humbled their conquerors. :

Deprived of the ships on which: Bonaparte de-
pended for his future supplies and reinforcements;
the advance of his army was in a.great measure.
impeded. Alexandria- was blockaded by sea, his
despatches interrupted, all communication cut off
between himself and his country; while beset by
a savage and vindictive enemy, who on land, on
every occasion, put to-death and harassed his
troops in such a manner as.to give him constant
and serious alarm.

A boat, or small vessel, atte-mpted to sail for
Toulon, charged with despatches; she was taken,
and by the papers found on board, both of a
public and private nature, we were put in pos-
session of the state of the French army. - Their
feelings on beholding the destruction and capture
of their fleet, the moral certainty. of their never
again seeing their native country; the dearth of
provisions, the want even. of the common neces-
saries of life, were the incessant burden of their
letters ; and madness and despair had taken en-

A
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tire possession of thisonce formidable force, cooped
up in a dry and sandy desert, with -plague, pesti-
lence, and famine, surrounding them: such was the
result of all the golden hopes and promises held
out by their general when they quitted Toulon,and
" such were the fruits of one of Nelson’s victories.
Two ships of the line and two. frigates out of this
fleet escaped from the Nile, but only for a short
time. The Genereux and the Guillaume Tell very
soon after were led in triumph to British ports.

+ Our government had taken such:precautions,
that an army from India actually landed at Suez,
and met the French-in Egypt. - Sir David Baird
commanded this force, and we shall soon record its
. success. :

" On the -18th of August, Captain Thompson,
in the Leander, having on hoard Captain Berry
of the Vanguard, who was charged with the de-
spatches to the Earl of St. Vincent at Gibraltar,
was intercepted on his passage off the west end
" of Goza, near the island of Candia, where he
fell in with a French- seventy-four: the Lean-
der being -eighty men short of complement,
besides having many wounded from the fleet,
. Captain Thompson naturally wished to avoid an
action with such superior force; but finding
the enemy outsailed him, he determined to try
the fortune of war. At nine in the morning
the French ship had ranged within half gun-
shot, when the Leander's luffed up, brought her
broadside to bear, and commenced a vigorous

i
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cannonade. The ships continued nearing each

other until half past ten, keeping up a constant

and heavy fire—Captain Thompson was at this

time so much disabled in his sails and rigging,

that he could not prevent the enemy laying him

on board on the larboard bow, where he remained

for some time, making many attempts to board

the Leander, but was constantly repulsed by the

noble conduct of ‘the marines, who, from the

poop and the quarter-deck, under the com-

mand of a serjeant, kept up such a well-directed

fire on the assailants, that they were driven back.

The fire from the great guns was all this time-
continued with the same spirit, and a light breeze

giving the ships way, enabled the Leander to steer

clear of her opponent, and soon after luffing up

under his stern, and passing him within ten yards,

distinctly discharged every gun into her.—The

water was at this time perfectly smooth, the wind

had ceased, the ships were close to each other, and
the firing continued with unabated vigour until

half past three in the afternoon, when the enemy

crossed the Leander’s bows, and placed himself on
her starboard side, where her guns were nearly

all disabled from the wreck that had fallen ; this

produced a cessation of fire, and the French Cap-

tain hailed to know if his gallant opponent had

surrendered ? .

The Leander was at this time totally unmanage-
able, not a stick standing but the shattered re-
mains of her fore and main masts and the bow-
sprit, her hull cut to pieces, and her deck covered
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with thé dead and the wounded ; thé enemy;
who had only lost his mizenmast, was now.taking
a position across her stern. In this defenceless
situation, Captain Thompson consulted his friend, °
Captain Berry, and both agreed that farther re-
sistance was useless, if not impracticable, and the
colours were hauled down, when the ship.was
scarcely able to float. ' ‘

The ship which had thus, after so severe an ae-
tion, taken this little" fifty, was Le Genereux of
seventy-four guns, having on board nine hun-
dred men, one hundred of whom fell in this action,
and one hundred and eighty-cight wounded. She
was commanded by Monsieur.Lejoille, chef de di-
vision, and was the rear ship in the French line, at
the battle of the Nile, in which she had but little
share. The Leander, out of three hundred and
forty-three men, had thirty-five killed, and fifty-
seven wounded. The Genereux, leaving her'shat-
tered prize at Corfu, arrived at Trieste. Captain
Thompson, whose letteris dated from onboard the
Lazaretto at that port, was badly wounded: we
shall soon see him again in-an action equally bril-
liant, and more successful.—On his arrival in
England he was tried by a court-martial for the
loss of his ship, ‘and acquitted with' the highest
encomiums that any court could pronounce op
the. character of an officer; after which he re-
ceived from his Majesty the honour of knight-
hood, and the grateful citizens of London presented:
him with the freedom of their corporation in a
gold box. . ‘
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The despatches with which Sir Edward Berry
was charged were of course consigned to the deep;
and it was mnot till the arrival of the Honourable
Captain Capel with the duplicates, that the Bri-
tish government had any certain intelligence from
the hero of the Nile. -

We have always felt pleasure in rendering jus-
tice .to the merit of ‘our enemies, whether for
valour in action, or humanity to their prisoners.
In the present instance we are compeiled to speak
in harsh terms of the Captain of the Genereux
for a violation of truth towards a'_\sub.dued and
gallant enemy, and for egotism and vain boast-
ing, qulte unbecoming the character of a brave
man. To support these assertions we shall pre-
sentour readers with the letter of Citizen Lejoille.
Had a British officer written such afletter,’ he must,
if not immediately dismissed from the service,
have sunk under the ridicule and contempt of his
profession. .

‘When Captqir; Jervis, in the Foudroyant, took
the Pegasse, the l:’l_'ench captain wrote to the mi-
nister of the marine, pretending to give an account
of the transaction ; and hdving shewn the letter to
Captain Jervis, asked his opinion: the British cap-
tain replied, that he saw but one objection, namely,
*¢ that not one word of it was true.” ¢ Mais (said
the Frenchman) il faut se justifier;” < But I must
justify myself.” -He therefore sent the letter, and
very soon after his arrival at Brest was publicly
and ignominiously dismissed from his ship, and

VOL. 1I. R Y
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from the navy. We leave the application of this
anecdote to the writers of fabulous reports; for
the information of such of our readers as are
not conversant in naval affairs, we need only
observe, that the Leander mounted fifty guns,
viz. twenty-two twenty-four pounders on her
lower deck, twenty-two twelve pounders on her
main deck, and eight nine pounders on her quar-
ter-deck and forecastle, and ‘had on board three
hundred and forty-three men, when she began the
action. The force of the Genereux, independently
of the superior size of her timber and her comple-
ment of seven hundred men, was as follows :—On
her lower deck thirty thirty-six pounders, equal
to forty English pounds ; main deck, thirty eighteen
pounders; quarter-deck and forecastle, eighteen
twelve pounders, or fo,rty-fwo pound carronades.
. We have stated the complement of the Genereux
"at seven hundred men, though we believe she had
on board two hundred supgernumeraries which
escaped from the Timoleon. Wesadd, with con-
cern, that the brave crew of the Leander were ill-
treated in captivity.

. Letter of Citizen LEJOILLE to the Minister of the Marine.
Genereux, Corfu, Sept. 8, 1798.

I have the pleasure to announce to you my arrival at Corfdu.
I have been here for some days past, having brought in tle
English ship Leander of seventy-four guns, which I met near
the istes of Goza and Candia, about a league from theshore. This
ship had been sent to carry despatches from Bequiers-road,*

. * Aboukir is meant.
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where the English had attacked us on the 1st of August. We were
at anchor; but in a position certainly not very secure for our
squadron : of this bad position they took advantage, and having
placed us between two fires, a most dreadful slaughter took
place, the ships not being at a greater distance than pistol-shot,
and at anchor. From the circumstance of the wind, with re-
lation to the English slnps, we should have been superior in the
contest, if L’Onent our Admiral’s shlp, had not blown up in the
air, which threw us all into disorder; as to avoid the flames
that had already reached Le Tonnant, every vessel was obliged
to shift its station. Having, however, placed my ship in a si-
tuation favourable to the direction of its carnon, I fought her
until three in the morning of the following day to that whlph at
ten in the evening, L’Orient blew up.

By a singular accident I missed having a broadside at Captain
Darby, who sailed with us in the last war from the Cape of
Good Hope to Cadiz. His ship, the Bellerophon of seventy-
four guns, sailed past me about half past ten in the evening,
having lost her main-mast and mizen-mast, I fired three of our
shots at her, which carried away the mast she was honstmg, and
struck away one of the lanterns of the poop. 1 immediately
ordered one of my officers to go in pursuit of, and to bring on
board of my ship, the captain of this ship; but in haif an hour
afterward, when [ was about to send my boat on board her,
the fire from several English ships bemg directed against me,
compelled me rather to lhmk of answering their guns than of
taking possession of the other ship; and the slow manner in
which the officer, whom I bad despatched; proceeded to exe-
cute my orders, was the cause of my failing to take possession
of this other ship. N

As to the Leander, I was obhged to fight her for nearly four
hours and three quarters. She carries seventy-four guns, twenty.
fourand thirty pounders onher lower-deck, and twelve pounders
on her upper. I should have made myself master of her in less,
than an hour, had we been at close fighting : during the engage-
ment we boarded her, and 1 should have succeeded in making
a prize of her by boarding, if I had had a more active crew.

(Signed) LEJOILLE, Jyx,

The letters of Nelson, which we now present,
will be found to exceed the last in modesty and
N Y 2
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correctness, as much as the writer in his heroic
achievements was superior to Mons. Lejoille. We
insert them here, as more strictly appertaining to
the Mediterranean command.

LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

Admiralty-office, Oct 2, 1798.
The Honourable Captain Capel, of his Majesty’s
sioop Mutine, arrived this morning with despatches
from Rear-admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B. to
Evan’ Nepean, Esq secretary of the admiralty,

of which the following are copies.
\

Vanguard, mouth of the Nile,
August 7, 1798,
Sim,

Herewu:h I have the honour to transmit you a copy of my
letter to the Earl of St, Vincent, together with a line of battle of
the Engllsh and French squadrons, also a list of killed and
wounded. I have the pleasure to inform you, that eight of our,
ships have already topgallant yards across, and ready for any
service ; the others with the prizes will soon be ready for sea.
In an event of this importance, I have thought it right to send
Captain Capel with a copy of my letter (to the Commander-in-
chief) over-land, which I hope their lordships will approve, and
beg leave to refer them to Captain Capel, who is a most excel-
lent officer, and fully able to give every information; and I beg
leave to recommend him to their lordships’ notice.

, I have the honour to be, &c. _
- . HORATIO NELSON.

P.S. The island I bave taken possession of, and brought off
the two thirteen-inch mortars, all the brass guns, and destroyed
the iron ones.

‘Evan' Nepean, Esq:
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Vanguard, offthe mouth of the Nile,
My LoRrp, August 3, 1798. )

Almighty God has blessed his Majesty’s arms in the late
battle, by a great victory over the fleet of the enemy, whom I
attacked at sun-set on the 1st of August off the Mouth of the
Nile. The enemy were moored in a strong line of battle for de-
fending the entrance of the bay of Shoals, flanked by numerous
gun-boats, four frigates, and a baitery of gubs and mertars on
an island in their van; but nothing could withstand the squa-
dron your Lordship did me the honour to place under my com-
mand. Their, high state of discipline is welt known to you, and
with the _]udoment of the captains, together with their valour,
and that of the officers aud men of every description, it was
absolutely irresistible. Could any thing from my pen add to the
characters of the captains, I would write it with pleasure but
that is impossible.

I have to regret the loss of Captain Westcott of the Majestic,
who was kllled early in the action ; but the ship continued to’
be so well fought by her first heutenant Mr. Cuthbert, that ¥
have given him an order to command her till your Lordship’s
pleasure is known.

The ships of the enemy, all but their two rear ships, dre
nearly dismasted ; and those two, with two frigates, I am sorry
to say, made their escape, nor was it, I assure you, in my power
to prevent them. Captain Hood most handsomely endeavoured
to do it; but I had no ship in a condition to support the Zea-
lous, and I was obliged to call her in.

The support and assistance ¥ have received' from Captain
Berry cannot be sufficiently expressed. I was wounded in the
head, and obliged to be carried off the deck, but the service
suffered no loss by that event. Captain Berry was fully equal
to the Important service then going on, and to him I must beg
to refer yo(x for every information relative to this victory. He
will present you with the flag of the second in command, that of
the Commander-in-chief being burnt in the L’Orient.

Herewith I transmit you lists of the killed and wounded, and
the lines of battle of ourselves and the French.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
HORATIO NELSON.
To Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent,
commander-in-chief, &c. &e. &c.

off Cadiz.
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- Line of battle.

Ships. + Commanders. Guns, Men. Killed, Wounded,
Culloden .. Capt. T. Frowbridge %74 590 — —
Theseus + ‘~—— R.W.Miller « 74 590 &6 30
Alexander¥ A.J.Ball « . 74 590 14 - 58

: Rear-admiral Sir Ho-

Vanguard* { ratio Nelson, K. B. 374 595 -300 W5
Capt. Edward -Berry

Minotaur - “T.Louis . . 74 640 23 64
" Leander . —— T.B.Thompson 50 343 — 14
Swiftsure «+ —— B. Hollowell . 74 590 ~ 7 22
Audacions: —— D.Gould - . 74 590 . 1 35
Defence John Peyton - %74 590 4 11
Zealous + - .Samuel Hood - 74 590 1 "

Orion* . . '——— 8ir J.Saumarez 74 590 13 .29
Goliath . —— Thomus Foley - 74 590 21 41
Majestic . —— B.Westcott . 74 590 50 143
Bellerophon —— H.D.E. Darhy 74 %590 49 143
LaMutine . —— T.M.Hardy . 14 — —

Total . . - 218 677

French line of battle.

Ships. " Guns. Men.
Le Guergier - . . . 74 600 taken
Le Conquérant . . . 74 700 taken
Le Spartiate . . . . 74 700 taken
L'Aquilon. . . . . 74 %00 taken
Le Souverain Peuple . . 74 760 taken

. Blanquet, first con-
Le Franklin - . . . 80 800{ tr«;-admi,rgl,taken

Bruies, admiral
L’Orient . . . . . 120 1010 %and commander-in-
chief, burnt- (,
LeTopnant . . . . 80 800 taken -
L'Heureux . . . . 74 700 taken
Le Timoleon - . . . 74 700 burnt

~

* With him off Toulon ; all the others joined with Trowbridge.

‘
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Skips, " Guns.  Men.
Le Mercure - . . . 74 - 700 taken .
) Villeneuve, second
Le Guillaume Tell . . 80 800 { contre-admiral,
escaped
Le Généreux - . . . %4 700 escaped
Frigates.

La Diage . . . « . 48 800" escaped -

La Justice .« e - s 44 300 escaped

L’Artémise - . . . 36 250 burnt

La Serieuse - . . . 36 250 dismasted and sunk, -

-~

The Artémise, after surrendering, was set on
fire by her own crew,—an act of perfidy which
cannot be too severely reprobated; but as it
might not have been by order of the Captain,
we shall not stain his memory with the reproach.
With the name of this ship, Mr. Willyams* couples
another d&d, still more black and inexpiable, viz.
that of her former captain having put to death the
master, his son, and nine men belonging to an
English vessel: the charge, if substantiated, we
must lay to the account of the national conven-
tion, which at that time (1793) was labouring
under revolutionary mania ; but to give this foul
transaction the proper stamp of veracity, we re-
quire the name of the vessel, and of all the parties
cpncerned, together with the date, latitude, and
longitude. ,

The Culloden, having run on shore upon the

* See his Voyage to the Mediterranean, p. 57.

A}
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reef early in the afternoon, was not in the action.
I‘rowbridge,\ it appears, had no chart of the bay,
which the other ships had. The accident almost
broke the heart of her gallant commander; but
Nelson assured him, that no man could better af-
ford to lose the laurel of that day. Trowbridge, as
soon as he was aﬂoat exerted himselffor the good
of the service, and rendered all the assistance in
his power to the sick and wounded, friends and
‘foes. On the arrival of the despatches in England,
among other marks of attention to the Admiral,
commissions were sent out to the first lieutenants
of all the ships engaged. This seemed to preclude
the Culloden, and produced the following letter
from Earl St. Vincent to Earl Spencer. Let the
impartial reader judge whether its author was or
was not the real friend of the navy :—

@
Rosia-house, Gibraltar,
Nov. 25, 1798.
My Lorbp,

Your Lordslnp s distinction touchmo the first lieutenant of
the Culloden is very just; for it certamlv would establish a
precedent liable to great abuse. Having admitted thus much,
I beg leave to remind you of the very eminent services of the
Culloden : after she togk the ground, the promptitude of mak-
ing the signal to avoid the danger, prevented the Alexander
and Swnftsure from being inevitably wrecked thereby, con-
tributing largely to the ultimate glorious success: The Cullo-
den made one hundred and twenty tons of water an hour, yet,
by the astonishing resources of her captain, and the happy mat.-
ner he possesses of making his officers aud men think and act

. Jike himself, the ship was preserved, and her damages have been
since repaired at Castel del Mare; nor was Captain Trow-
bridge’s attention entirely taken up with his own ship, when in
such critical circumstances off the Nile; for after the action he
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obtained sheep and other refreshment for the wounded men of
the fleet; conducted the exchange of prisoners, and assisted in

Jjurymasting our own dismantled ships and prizes.—I therefore

shall obey your Lordship’s commands with inexpressible satis-

faction. I have already gratified him highly, by making his

clerk purser of the Seahorse; this and the promotion of his first

liewtenant having been nearest his heart. Permit me to name

Captain Robert Cathcart, of the royal navy, senior lieutenant of

the Bellerophon, as an officer highly deserving the reward which

would have been the lot of Mr. Daniel, had he survived the .
action. The wording of the Secretary’s letter, upon these occa-

sions, confines the Coinmander-in-chief to give the commissions

to those only who were first lieutenants at the commencement of
the action; but it appears to me that it is the fair inheritance

of the surviving senior lieutenants.

" I bave the honour, &¢.

ST. VINCENT.
Earl Spencer. ' :

In a letter to the Countess of "Spencer, the Ad-
miral observed, ‘‘ that the adminjstration of her
Lord had been the most auspicious to his Majesty’s
arms of any upon record; and he considered the
battle of the Nile the greatest gver gained at sea—
he compares it to that fought by Sir George Byng,
in the Pharo of Messina, and only claims the credit
of bhaving selected- the gallant band who had
achieved the victory.” With justice his Lord-
ship adds, ‘I pride myself in preserving the
health of the crews of the fleet, and in maintaining
strict discipline when surrounded by factious spi-
rits in the lower orders, and discontents among
the higher classes.”

He then addressed two letters to Mr. Nepean,
the one public, the other private.

>
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- . Le Sowverain, Gtbraltar,
S1R, ’ Dec. 28, 1798.

I observe that in the close of your letter of the 2d ultimo,
wherein you communicate the permission given me, by the lords
commissioners of the admiralty to return to England, leaving the

- command of the fleet in the Mediterranean to the next flag-
officer in succession; and that I am not to avail myself of this
mduloem.e, unless my health absolutely requires it, which not
being the case at present, I shall conform myself to the pleasure
of thelr lordships, until a return of the complaint [ am subject to,
compels me to relinquish the command. .When I conclude, I

" am at liberty to go to Splthead in the Ville de Paris.

1 am, Sir, &c.

E. Nepean, Esq. . ©o ST. VINCENT.

Le Souverain, Gibr‘JItar,
My DEAR NEPEAN, Dec. 28, 1798.
Under the restriction at the close of your letter of leave, I

dare not go to England; iu truth, I am at this moment ‘able to
g0 through more fatigue than any officer on this rock, or, I be-
lieve, in the fleet,—yet as I dpproach my sixty-fourth year,
and have never spared myself, I cannot long expect to be equal
to the exertion the great scene now before me requires. .

ST.- VINCENT:

While the immottal Nelson was pursuing his
flying enemy in the eastern part of the Mediter-
ranean, one or two incidents happened in the
west deserving of attention.
~ On the 27th of June, Captain Foote, in the Sea-
horse of thirty-eight guns, eighteen pounders,’cap-
tured La Sensible, French frigate, of thirty-six guns,
and three hundred men : she had on board a gene-
ral of division (Beraguay d 'Hilliers), and was bound
to Toulon, to give an account of the capture of
Malta. The Seupsible had eighteen killed -and
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thirty-five wounded, the Seahorse two killed and
fifteen wounded.

On the 15th of J uly, Captam Ma.nley Dlxon, m
the Lion of sixty-four guns, fought a very gallant
action with four Spanish frigates off Carthagena,

and succeeded in capturing one of them, called the
Santa Dorothea, of thirty-six guns, and three hun-
dred men ; the others made their escape: the Lion
had only one man wounded.

Lieutenant . Loftus Otway Bland, in his Ma-
jesty’s brig the Espoir, having charge of a convoy
bound to Oran, fell in, off Malaga, with a Ligurian
pirate of very superior force ; and, in order to save
his convoy, brought her immediately to -action,
which lasted four hours, when the enemy was com-
pelled to surrender, having seven killed, and four-
teen wounded. In this action the master of the
Espoir was killed, and five men-were wounded.
The prize was called the Liguria; she had beena
Dutch frigate sold to the Genoese, carrying twelve
long eighteen pounders, four twelve pounders, ten
six pounders, twelve long wall-pieces, and -four
swivels, manned with one hundred and twentymen.

L’Espoir was a small brig of fourteen six pound-. -
ers and seventy men. Lieutenant Bland was most
deservedly promoted to the rank of commander
and post-captain.

Captain Hollowell, of the Swiftsure, having
picked up, after the action, a part of the mainmast.
of the Orient, had it converted into a coffin, which
he sent to Nelson with the following letter :—

»
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Swiftsure, Aug. 1798.
SIR, ’

I have taken the liberty of presenting you with a coffin, made
from the mainmast of L'Orient, that, when you have finished
your military career in this world, you may be buried in one of
your trophies; but that that ‘petiod may be far distant, is the
earnest wish of your sincere friend,

' B. HOLLOWELL.

Sir Horatio Nelson,

rear-admiral of the blue, &c. &c. &e.

Having, on the 18th of August, refitted his ships,
and . directed Sir James Saumbarez, the second
officer in command, to see the prizes in 'safety to
Gibraltar, and left Hood in the Zealous, with four
sail of the line, and two frigates, to blockade Alex-
andria, Nelson proceeded in the Vanguard. to Na-
ples, where he was received by the King and peo-
ple with every mark of gratitude and respect.
His Majesty conferred upon him the title of Duke
of Bronte and Sicify, with an Income of 3000/
a-year. The Grand Seignior presented him with a
diamond aigrette and chelengk, or plume of tri-
umph, taken from the royal turban, together with
"a rich sable pelisse : he also directed two thousand
chequins to be distributed among the British sea-
men wounded at the battle of the Nile. The
mother of the Sultan presented the Admiral with
a rose, set with diamonds, of great value; and the
island of Zante sent him a sword and a gold- headed
cane, as.an acknowledgment, that to him they
-owed their liberation from the power of France.

Amongst the letters from the French, which
were intercepted by the fleet under Sir Horatio
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Nelson, was found the following from Rear-ad-
miral Gantheaume, to Admiral Bruix, minister of
marine and of the colonies.

Alexandria, Aug. 23.
CiTizEN MINISTER,

Obhged to give you an account of the most fatal of dlsasters,
it is with piercing and héartfelt sorrow that I acqult myself of
this melancholy part of my duty.

Eleven sail of the line taken, burnt, and lost for France ; our
best ofticers killed or wounded ; the coasts of our new colony
Iaid open to the invasion of thé enemy : such are the dreadful
results of an engagement which taok place on the night of the
1st instant, between our fleet and that of the English, under the
command of Admiral Nelson. »

From the experience which you had, Citizen Minister, in our
ports during the course of this war, it will, doubtless, be easy
for you to judge, whether the crews of a fleét so hastily fitted
out as ours, could be reasonably expected to be well composed ;
and whether we could hope to find amongst men collected at
random, as it were, almost at the very instant of our departure,
able mariners, and skilful and experienced gunners, The favour-
able season, however, the care and attention of the officers, and,
perhaps, a certain portion of good luck, seconded the progress
of the fleet so effectually, that, together with its convoy, it
reached the coast of Egypt without any accident whatever.

The Admiral has most assuxe(ﬂy informed you, that on our
arrival at Alexandria, we learned that an English squadron of
fourteen sail had been there three days before us. It would
have been the most prudent step, perhaps, to have quitted the
coast the moment the descent had been effected ; but the Ad-
miral, who waited for the orders of the Commander-in.chief
(whose army naturally received a great degree of confidence
from the presence of the squadron), did not think himself justi-
figd in quitting the coast, but took, on the contrary, a strong
position in the anchoring ground of Bequiers.

This road, by its proximity to Rosetta, enabled him to receive
on board the necessary supplies of ‘the fleet; and to replace,
though with infinite risk and pains, some part of the water that
was daily consumed on board. It was therefore unfortunately de-
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termined to moor the fleet in one line, in an open situation, and
which csuld not be protected from the shore. ]

Fatal intelligence received from time to time, by neutral
vessels, announced the return of the enemy’s squadron. It had
been seen off the isle of Candia, steering to the westward. The
conduct of this fleet, which, though superior to ours, had not
waited for us before Alexandria, but made sail to the west, while
we were effecting our debarkation, which it might easily have
thwarted or prevented, unhappily confirmed -us in the opinion
that it- had no orders to attack us, and produced a boundless
and fatal security. ‘

On the 81st of July, however, two of the enemy’s fngates*
reconnoitred us, and on the 1st of August, about two in the
afternoon, the whole fleet hove in sight. It was composed of

" fourteen sail of the line and two brigs. 'The wind was northerly
and rather fresh. They bore down with a press of sail on our
fleet, and clearly announced a design to attack us. The mea-
sures wirich the Admiral took on this occasion, the resolution to
engage at anchor, and tbe results of this horrible affair, are de-
tailed in the abstract, which I have subjoined to the present
letter; in that I have delineated every circumstance as it ap-
peared to me on this too grievous and too dreadful night.

L’Orient took fire; it was by an accident, which I cannot
yet comprehend, that I escaped from the midst of the flames,
and was taken into a yawl that was lying under the ship's
counter. Not being able to reach thie vessel of General Vil-
leneuve, I made for this place, from whence I have now the
mortification of transmitting you these melancholy details.

The Franklin, the Spartiate, the Tonnant, the Peuple Sou-
verain, and the Conquerant, are taken. They got their top-
masts up, and sailed with the enemy’s squadron, which quitted
the coast on the 18th of August, leaving here a small division of
four ships of the line and two frigates.

‘The Mercure, the Heureux, and the Guerrier, have been
“burnt by the enemy. The two first ran aground during the
action, and were bilged when they took possession of them

The Timoleon, incapable of making her escape, was runon
shore by Captain_ Trulet, who set her on fire, after putting ali
her crew either into his own boats, or into those which were
sent him from the rest of the fleet.

* Alexander and Swiftsure are meant,
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The two frigates, the Artémise and the Sérieuse, were de-
stroyed in spite of the énemy’s endeavours to preserve them;
the first was burnt, and the other sunk,

The sole relics then of this unfortunate armament was com-
prised in the division of frigates, corvettes, and flates, which are
now at Alexandria; and in that of General Villeneuve, who,
by a bold maneeuvre, made kis escape from the enemy. You
will see by my abstract, that this latter division is composed of
two ships of the line and two frigates, the Guillaume Tell, the
Genereux, the Diane, and the Justice. Placed by my -rank at
the head of that part of our unfortunate remnant which remains
here, Admiral Nelson proposed to me to receive the wonnded
and other prisoners. In concert with General Kleher, com-
‘mandant of the town, I have acquiesced in hi$ proposition ; and
three thousand one hundred prisoners, of whom about eight
hundred are wounded, have been put on shore since the 6th of
August.

‘By means of this correspondence we have collected some in-
formation respecting our personal losses. My pen trembles in
my hand, while, in conformity to my duty, I attempt to particu-
larize our misfortunes. '

The Admiral, the chiefs of division, Casa Bianca, Thevenard,
Du Petits Thouars, are killed, and six other superior oflicers
dangerously wounded. ] have not yet been able to procure an
exact list of the privates killed and wounded, on account of Ad-
miral Nelson’s refusing to send me the commissaries of the cap- .
tured vessels, with their muster-rolls.

Since the action the enemy are masters of the whole coast,
and interrupt all our cemmunications; the other day they cap-
tured the Fortune, a corvette, which tlie Admiral had sent to
cruise off Damietta. The English squadron, as I had the ho-
nour of mentioning to you above, sailed, it is said, for Sicily, on
the 18th instant. The division which is stationed Irere consists
of four seventy-fours and two frigates.

On account of the extraordinary care which the English al-
ways take to conceal their loss of men, we have been able to
pricure no information on the subject that can be relied on.
We are assured, however, that Admiral Nelson is dangerously
wounded in the head, and that two captains are killed; we are
also told that two of their ships, the Majestic and the Bellero-
phon, had each one hundred and fifty men killed and wouunded.

In the situation in which we are; blocked up by a very supe-

Ty
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rior force, T am still ignorant, -Citizen Minister, what measures
we shall pursue with the feeble maritime resources that yet re-
main to us'in this port; but if I must needs speak the truth,
such as it really appears to me, I then say, that, after so dreadful
a disaster, I conceive nothing but a peace can consolidate the
‘establishment of our new colony. May our governors procure
us a solid and honourable one.

I dm, with respect,
- GANTHEAUME.

The  overbearing directory, after having de-
spatched the armament under Géneral Bonaparte,
had endeavoured by sending Garat to Naples to
‘deceive ‘the King, and induce him to keep upon
terms with their corrupt and insidious government.
By the surrender of Turin the continental domi-
nions of Sardinia were now completely in their
power, and Victor Emanuel forced to retire with
a few followers to the island of Sardinia, now :all
that remained of his possessions.

The union of Helvetia to France induced -Aus-
tria and Naples, allied in blood as in misfortune,
‘once more to appeal to arms and violate the treaty
of Campo Formio. . |

France, in the mean time, was concentrating
her troops in the-vicinity of Rome, and an attack
upon Naples appeared to be no distant event.
Preparations being made to repel the blow, the
French were greatly offended at the bare suspi-
‘cion of their want of faith. In this state of things
the Genereux, after having taken the Leander and
left her at Corfu, arrived at Trieste early in Sep-
tember; and the account of the victory of the Nile,

«
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having reached the councils of the princes of Eu-
rope, caused a considerable change in their senti-
ments and negotiations. The Maltese, who had
received the French as friends at their first landing,
now revolted, and drove the troops into the garri-
son, where they kept them in closz blockade until
a British force arrived to second the inhabitants,
and finally succeeded in expelling their intruding
visitors.

Before the Brmsh fleet had destroyed that of.
France at the mouth of the Nile, the French army
had reached the shore in safety. The trénsports,
to the number of three hundred, with many fri-
gates, had entered the port of Alexandria, and
landed all their artillery and field equipage. The
victorious Bonaparte, with his usual success, had
made himself master of that city and Grand Cairo;
and the events, which were to dislodge the French
from these strong holds, were as stupendous and
perhaps more bloody than the battle of the Nile.

The old or western harbour of Alexandria is the
only one on the coast of Egypt capable of contain-
ing ships of war; it is six miles in extent from
east-north-east to west-south-west, and in some
places a mile, in others not half a mile wide. The
whcle of the French fleet, with all their transports,
might have lain within it in perfect security from
any attack ; but there was not water enough on the
bar to admit of the Orient; the depth, indeed,
was sufficient, but the channel was not wider than
the dock of a seventy-four gun ship:-it was on

~VOL. II. , z -
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this account only that the intention of taking the
fleet in was abandoned.

The harbour is open to the north-west winds,

.but the sea is much broken off by a reef of rocks
and sands occupying the whole front from the two
horns of the bay. It was surveyed with great ac-
curacy by Mr, Thomas Mann, master of his Ma-
jesty’s ship the Tigre, in 1807, when under the
command of Captain (now Sir B.) Hollowell. The
depth of water in the harbour is from five to ten
fathoms ; the main channel is exactly in the centre,
" and extremely narrow, the least water in it being
five fathoms ; there 1s another channel about a mile
to the eastward, but fit only for small vessels. The
great mistake of Bonaparte was, not sending the’
Orient to Toulon, and taking his whole fleet into
this port; the campaign, -had he done so, would
have been very different.

As soon’ as Nelson could give his attention to
the important subject, he despatched Lieutenant
Duval, of the Zealous, over-land, to Bombay, with -
the following letter to the Governor :—

Vanguard, mouth of tﬁe Nile,
Aug. 9, 1798.
Sre, ‘-

« Although I hope that the consuls, who are, or ought to be,
resident in Egypt, have sent you an express of the situation of
affairs here; yet, as I know er. Baldwin has some months left
Alexandria, it is possible you may not be regularly informed¢ I
shall therefore relate to you briefly, that a French army of forty
thousand men, in three hundred transports, with thirteen sail of
the line,. eleven frigates, bomb-vessels, gun-boats, &c. &c. ar-
rived at Alexandria on the 1st of July; on the 7th they left for
Cairo, where they arrived on the 22d. During their march

«
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they had some actions with ‘the Mamelukes, which the F rench
call victories. ~ As I have Bonaparte’s despatches now before
me, which T took yesterday, 1 speak positively: he says, «I
am now going to send off to take Suez and Damietta;” he does
not speak favourably of either country or people: but there is
such bombast in his letters, that it is difficult to get at the
truth; but you may be sure he is only master of what his army
covers. From all the inquiries which I have been able to make,
I canuot learn that any French vessels are at Suez, to carry any
part of his army to India. .Bombay (if they can get there) I
kunow is the first object; but I trust the Almighty God, in
Egypt, will overthrow these pests of the human race, It has
been in my power to prevent twelve thousand men from leaving
Genoa, and also to take eleven sail of the line and two frigates;
two sail of the line and two frigates have escaped me. This .
glorious battle was fought at the mouth of the Nile, at anchor:
it began at sun-set, and was not finished at three the next morn-
ing; it has been severe, but God favoured our endeavours with
a great victory, I am now at anchor between Alexandria and
Rosetta, to prevent their communication by water,” and no-
thing under a regiment can pass by land. But I should have
informed you, that the French have four thousand men posted at _
Rosetta, to keep open the mouth of the Nile. Alexandria, both
town and shipping, are so distressed for provisions, that they
can only get them from the Nile by water; therefore I canitot
guess the good which may attend my holding our present posi-
tion: for Bonaparte writes his distress for stores, artillery, and
things for their hospital, &c. All useful communication is at
an end between Alexandria and Cairo: you may be stire I shall
remain here as long as possible. Bonaparte had never yet to
contend with an English officer, and I shall endeavour to make
him respect us.

This is all 1 have to commumcate, I am confident every pre-
caution will be taken to prevent in future any vessels going to-
Suez, which may be able to carry troops to India. If myletter
is not so correct as might be expected, I trust you will excuse
it?when | tell you my brain is so shaken with the wound in my
head, that I am sensible I am not so clear as I could be wished ;
but whilst a ray of reason remains, my heart and hand shall
ever be exerted for the benefit of our king and country.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HORATIO NELSON.
> z 2 ’
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On his arrival at Naples, on the 22d of Septem-
ber, he found the Culloden; Alexander, and Bonne
Citoyenne. His reception, both by the king and
the people, excited the jealousies and the fears of
the directory, who began to perceive that, while

-the, Neapolitans and Sardinians were burning with
the desire of throwing off their intolerable yoke;
while Austria was ready to take the-field, in"sup-
port of these distressed countries, while-Holland
and Switzerland, and the whole of Germany, were
again ready to rise in arms’against France, and
make common cause with Great Britain: the rash
and improvident directory had sent their best
generals, their finest army, and their choicest
ships, to effect a visionary conquest in Egypt, with
a view of finally subduing the country of Hindos-
tan; and another fleet and army to Ireland, upon
an equally hopeless expedition. Never since the
“death of Lewis the Sixteenth had France stood in
a more perilous situation ; and had the Neapoiitan
troops possessed the commonest energy of charac-
ter, Italy might have owed to them her indepen-
'dence. Such was the state of affairs when Captain
Thompson of the Leander arrived at Trieste, with
‘the news of the victory of the Nile. It was only
by doubtful rumour that the account of this event
~was at first allowed to spread over Europe. Thp
French, who had taken the bearer of the first de-
spatches, were deeply concerned in keeping the
secret for a few weeks. The, officer and crew of
both the Genereux and the Leander were subjected
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to long quarantine, and little transpired for two
months, except that there had been a great and de-
cisive battle on the coast of Egypt The arrival
of Captain Capel, however, dispelled all doubt,
and the political horizon once more beamed with
a ray of hope that the deliverance of Europe, from
the scourge of an armed banditti, was at no great
distance. Those who had long crouched under
despotism, now began to possess courage, and real
liberty reared her head, and had nearly destroyed
the horrible chimera, which under her form and
name had desolated the world. The navies of Eng-
‘land and Russia were now in full possession of the
Mediterranean; Turkey was favourable to them and
hated the French,in whose cause the Spaniardswere
lukewarm : the Portuguese served with us; Hol-
land was neutral, except in profession, and never
did afairer prospect offer for restoring the balance
of power, when General Mack, an Austrian of sup-
posed talent, was sent to command and instructa
Neapolitan army, consisting, at that time, of eighty
thousand men, one-fourth of whom were cavalry,
and supposed to be in a tolerable state of dis-
cipline. The Emperor was hastening through
the north of Italy with an immense force to his
assistance, and the Earl of St. Vincent, with the
British fleet, watched any vulnerable point, where
he might make an 1mpressmn or assist the allied
armies. Encouraged, perhaps, by the Queen and
Lady Hamilton, Ferdinand supposed himself a
hero, and, at the head of his army, with Mack‘by

- -
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his side, boldly marched to Rome. This prema-
ture step was fatal to the -cause; the effeminate
monarch, and his timid subjects, were beaten by
‘one-fourth part of their number; and the shattered
" remnant of this useless multitude retreated . with
precipitation to Naples, and sought refuge under
the guns of a British ship of war. The feeble
effort, however, had its advantages; France saw
that, if she was to retain Italy, she must keep such
a force in that country as would render her influ-
ence no longer problematical. The king and his
people had thrown off the mask, and nothing but
the bayonet could keep them in subjection. The
movements of the hostile armies drew the British
fleet to the coast; Nelson was reinforced, and the
Foudroyant, a new eighty gun ship, was pre-
paring to receive his flag; the blockade of Malta
was kept up; and the Portuouese squadron,
performing part of that duty. Sir James Sau-
marez, on his way down the Mediterranean with
the prizes from the Nile, summoned the island
to surrender,-but was refused; and, having no
means of enforcing his demand, proceeded to Gib-
raltar. In the mean time the war in the south
of -Europe assumed a deeper interest, and a tre-
mendous storm was gathering over Italy, to which
Russia, Austria, and England lent their unlted
forces to expel the armies of the republic.

- While Captain Hood was employed on the block-
-ade of Alexandria, a circumstance happened which
shews the manner in which the French were re-
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ceived in Egypt, and at the same time the generous

efforts of the English to savé their inveterate ene-

mies from destruction. The Seahorse and Eme-

rald chased a French gun-boat of four guns and

sixty men ; she anchored close in shore: but as the

boats of our ships approached to board her the

unfortunate Frenchmen cut their cable, and run .
into the surf; they had on board General Carrier,

and his aid-de-camp, with despatches for Bona-

parte. These, with many of the crew who made

resistance, were butchered by the Arabs, and we

fear under circumstances on which we shudder

to think. The whole érew were stripped of their

clothes, the commander and seven men made their .
escape naked to the heach, where our boats having .
by this time arrived, they begged on their knees
to be taken on board. Our sailors swam on
shore, with lines and small casks, and at the im-
minent risk of their own lives succeeded in bring-
ing off these unfortunate men. The Arabs were
the people with whom France wished to be at
peace—¢ the ferocious English” she intended to
exterminate. How blind is national hatred !

The success which had attended our arms in the
east encouraged farther attempts in the western
parts of the Mediterranean. The time for landing,
or making any effectual movement on the conti-
nent, had not yet arrived ; but, daily expecting a
favourable change in politics, a large disposable
force was kept in the neighbourhood of Cadiz and
Gibraltar.
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The French having, by a bold manceuvre, made
themselves masters of Malta, might be said to
command elvery,port in the Mediterranean. The.
islands of Corsica, Sicily,and Sardinia, being either
in their i)ower or under their control, a naval
port had become a consideration of the first im-

_portance with us, and it is matter of surprise,
that the evacuation of Toulon and Corsica did not
earlier suggest this obvious necessity. Minorca
offered the fairest prospect of success; and an at-
tack upon it was immediately undertaken. "The
island formerly belonged to Great Britain, having
been taken, in the year 1708, by the forces under

~ the command of Vice-admiral Leake and Lieute-
nant-general Stanhope : it waslost again in 1756,
when: the unhappy Byng was deprived of life in
expiation of his neglect, and the want of proper

" discernment in the ministers of George the Second.
‘Restored to us at the peace of 1763, it remained
in our hands until the Spaniards took it in 1782,
and were allowed to retain it by the peace of Paris
in the following year. ~ /

The Eail of St. Vincent selected a detachment
of ships to co:-operate with the army, and gave the
command of them to"Commodore Duckworth.”
The land-forces were under the command of the

: Honourable Lieutenant- general Charles Stewart:

" the number was very small. The ships employed

were the Leviathan, seventy-four, Commodore

Duckworth; Centaur, seventy-four, Captain Mark-

ham; Argo, forty-four, Captain James Bowen;
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Aurora, twenty-eight, Captain Digby ; Cormorant,
twenty, Honourable C. Boyle; and Petterel; six-
teen, Captain Long ; with some other small vessels.

The landing was effected on the 7th of Novem-
ber, in the bay of Addaya, the troops being co-
vered by the Argo, while the ships of the line
made a feint at Forneilles, where the enemy blew
up their works, and the first division of British
troops, consisting of eight hundred men, marched
in and took possession. Attacked by two, thousand
Spaniards, they received them so warmly that
the enemy retreated, and .could not be brought
to stand Before the British fire. Minorca is moun-
" tainous and rocky, consequently, like Corsica,
easily defended ; but there were no soldiers to op-
pose us. DMercadel, a very important post, was
taken without resistance ; the enemy’s forces sepa-
rated, and farther communication between them
cut -off. Commodore Duckworth had so sta-
tioned his ships that they gave the most effec-
tual support to the army, while Colonel Graham
marched upon the village of Cindadella,.in front
of which he established his camp.

In the course of the night, Captain Buchannan,
with two hundred and fifty seamen, assisted the
artillerymen in bringing forward their guns. Colo-
ncl Paget was detached with three hundred men
% take possession of the town of Port Mahon,
This officer summoned Fort Charles to surrender,
took the Lieutenant-governor prisoner, with one
hundred and sixty‘ of his men; -removed the boom
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which obstructed the passage of the harbour, and
gave admission to the Aurora and Cormorant fri-
gates, which had been sent by the Commodore to
make a diversion on that side of the island.

The enemy was still in force at Cindadella, but
‘bya well combined movement the place was taken,
though we had not more than six twelve poun-
ders; the final capitulation was hastened by the
appearance of a British squadron in_the offing:
the terms of the surrender were, that the, island
should retain its laws and MKberties, civil and reli-
gious. While this arrangement was proceeding,
Commodore Duckworth, with his squadron gave
chase to four large Spanish frigates, which were
coming with a reinforcement. These ships the
day before had taken the Petterel, which the Argo
recaptured, and Captain Bowen found that the
Spaniards had behaved most shamefully to the
officers and crew, pl'undering them of every article,
even to their beds. An English seaman was mur-
dered while defending his property, and " his body
thrown into the sea. When the Petterel had struck
to the Flora, another Spanish frigate came up, and
resolving to have a share in the honour of the vic-
tory, fired a broadside into a surrendered sloop of”
war! the captain, officers, and crew, of the Pette-
rel were tried by a court-martial, and reinstated in
their ship a few days after. The frigates escaped
from the Commodore; and the conjoint naval and
military operationsin the Mediterranean concluded,

in the year 1798, with the conquest of Minorca.
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The blockade of Malta was conducted by Cap-
tain Ball of the Alexander, having under his
orders three ships of -the line and three frigates:
he was assisted by the Portuguese squadron, under
the command of the Marquis de Niza. The whole
of these were detachments from the division of
Nelson, who had charge of the Mediterranean sta-
tion, from Naples and Malta to Alexandria, while
Lord St. Vincent, as commander-in-chief, was-at
Gibraltar, whence he issueci orders to his cruisers
extending from the western islands to the mouth
of the Nile and the Dardanelles.

Goza, a small island dependant on Malta, sur-
rendered to Captain Ball on the 28th of October,
and was given up to his Sicilian Majesty.

.The following is a copy of Nelson’s letter to the
Earl of St. Vincent on the subject :—

Vangdard, at sea, Nov. 1, 1798.

My Lorbp,

I have the honour to transmit you a letter received from
Captain Ball, dated October 30, together with the capitulation
of the castle of Goza, and a list of ordnance, &e¢. found in it.
The prisoners are now embarked in the Vanguard and Mino-
taur, till I can get a vessel to send them to France. Captain
Ball, with three sail of the line, a frigate, and a fife-ship, is in-
trusted with the blockade of Malta, in which are two sail of the
line and three frigates ready for sea: and from the experience I
have had of his zeal, activity, and ability, I have no doubt but
that, in due time, I shall have the honour of sending youa good
account of the French in the town of Valetti.

I am with the greatest respect, &c.
HORATIO NELSON.*

“ He had not then heard of his advancement to the peerage.

A\ ]
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The official reports of the capture of Minorca
were brought home by Lieutenant Jones, first of
the Leviathan ; but they are much ‘too minute in
detail for insertion in this work. =

The Honourable Major-general Stuart thanked
Captain Buchannan of the royal navy, and the
seamen landed under his command, in public
orders, for the cheerful and active assistance reri-
dered to the military in the course of the siege.

We conclude this chapter with the letters ad-
dressed by the Earl of St. Vincent to the first
lord of the admiralty, and other official characters,
relative to the affairs of the south of Europe. «

Gibraltar, March 7, 1799
My Lorbp,

The just apprehension 1 was under last evening, of the east-
erly wind being on the wane, prevented my sending a copy of
Lord Nelson’s last letfer, and an extract of one I received from
Commodore Duckwaorth, by the Wiiliam Pitt cutter; and it was
very fortunate 1 did not detain her, the wind having this morn-
ing come to the westward. Your Lordship will perceive that
Lord Nelson thinks the island of Sicily on the eve ofa revolution ;
- aiid Commodore Duckworth is evidently disappointed that he
did not receive sonie mark of royal favour and approbation of
his services, when General Stuart was created a K. B., and will’
I am sure represent me as lukewarm to the profession if I do
not at legst state his expectations, which, I understand from
Captain Digby, are, to be created a baronet. It is certainly very
unusual for a persen, detached as he was, under a plan and in.
struction from his commander-in-chief, from which the circym-
stances attending the enterprise did not require the smallest de-
vialion, to be distinguished in the manner he looks for. Very
different was the case of General Stuart, who received his in-
steuctions from the Secretary of State for the War Department,
and was himself a comwanpder-in-cliief. I conclude the Com-
modore must take his datum from Lord Nelsou, althcugh the
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cases differ in an essential degree, the latter being left entirely
to his own judgment; for as I neither knew the destination of
Bonaparte, nor the probable position the French squadron was
likely to be attacked in, I could give no other orders than general
ones, positively direeting the Rear-admiral to bring the enemy
to a decisive action, wherever he met him. Having said this, I
certainly shall be very glad to see the ambition of the Cownmedore
gratitied; for he is aubove the ordinary class of sea officers; has
acquitted himselfceutirely to my approbation in every thing, and
has upon former occasions attracted the attention of the admi-
ralty board. I theréfore leave his pretensions with your Lord-
ship, whose superior judgment and experience in these matters’
will determine what is right to be done on the occasion.
I have the honour, &c.

Earl Spencer. ST. VINCENT.

i Gibraltar, Jan. 24, 1799.
My Lorop,

Apprelieusive that the board may disapprove of frequent re.
presentations of the defects of ships sent out to this station, I
have no alternative but to state to your Lordship the extreme
peril to which the Prince George and the Princess Royal have
been put; by the former, after having been many years eopper
sheathed, and on shore for several hours in a very dangerous po-
sition, not having her copper ripped off, her bottom caulked,
and the riders new bolted; and the latter receiving so superfi-
cial a caulking, that she leaked alarmingly in Portsmouth.har-
bour, and made so much water oun her passage to Lisbon, that
we were obliged to lighten her to ceme at one considerable
ascertained leak. On an inspection in this mole, all her ~
bolts were so loose that they were moved by a common ham-
mer; and had the copper of the Prince George started a little
more she must inevitably have gone down; for the oakum in all
her seams is rotten, and her butts quite open. I entreat, there-
fore, thut two substantially sound ships may be sent to relieve
thew as soon as possible; and I wish also for a third to supply
the place of the Namur, also complaining, asis the Hector.

1 have the honour, &c.

Earl Spencer. R ST, VINCENT.
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Gibraltar, Feb. 15, 1799,
My Lorp,

Your Lordship will learn, from the communicafions made by
General Acton to Lord Nelson, and by his Excellency’s letters
to me, copies of which are enclosed, that their Sicilian Ma-
)estles and their minister expect faither naval support, which
it is morally impossible to furnish; the blockade of Alexandria
and Malta, with the protection of the islands of Sicily and Mi-
norca occupying nearly half the force under my command: and
I will venture to assert, that no officer in his Majesty’s service
but myself would have hazarded what I have done. Lord Keith
_has seventeen ships of the line, and three sloops; some of the
former in so crazy a state, they are obliged to come occasionally
into the mole .to_be patched up: we have'also had to shift the
main-mast of the Edgar, Powerful, and Marlborough, and are
driven to our last resources; in truth, the Marlborough could
not have been repaired without extracting the iron from those
disabled in the action of the Nile. We are without sails, can-
vas, cordage, oak, elm, or fir-plank; and what is still more
alarming, our provisions run very short; unfortunately, Lord
Keith has been forced, by blowing weather, to take shelter in
“Tetuan-bay, and only one ship (the Hector) off Cadiz. The
‘want of fngates to communicate with Lord Nelson and Com-
modore Duckworth is very distressing : I cannot call the Flora
and Caroline from the north-west coast of Spain, as they with
the Speedy and Mondovi sloops' compese all the force I can
give for the protection of the outward and homeward-bound
Portugal trade, which has suffered much from the depredations
of small Freunch privateers, and a great deal of clamour ensued :
ten additional frigates and sloops are absolutely necessary for

_ carrying on the extensive service of this command; and there
really should be something like a relief to the ships which form
-the blockade of Cadiz ; some of them have been ten and eleven
months out of port, and the health of their crews put to great.
risk, although it has been hitherto miraculously preserved. In
this statement, hoivever incredible it may appear, I do assure
your Lordship I have nothing exaggerited, yet I am much more
affected by the discontents of Lord Nelson and Captain Trow-
bridge, the former continuing seemingly determined upon re-
-linquishing his command and returning to England; and the
latter in such a state of despondency from the slight he has re-.

- ‘
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ceived, which he terms an indelible disgrace, that 1 really am
put to my wit’s end how to aet; the arrival of the San Leon
(with a commission for his first lieutenant to command her) may
operate to pacify him, although he left Palermo in a mood that
bas given me inexpressible pain. :
{ have the honour, &e.
Earl Spencer. ST. VINCENT:

Gibraltar, Feb. 28, 1799.
Siwr,

Nothing less than giving the rank of post-captain to Captain
Newhouse can repair the unheard-of and unmerited injury and
m)usnce done  to him, and the outrdge offered to me ; which
(although I am persuaded was not seen at the moment) has pro-
duced an effect here highly prejudicial to his Majesty’s service §
the sure concomitant of every measure that tends to diminish the
weight and importance of a commander-in-chief at all times,
more especially when he has to contend against the factious
discontents of the higher, and the mutinous spirit of the lower

orders.
I have the honour to be, Sir,

. Your most obedient, &c.
Rear-admiral Gambier. ' ST. VINCENT.

Le Souverain, Gibraltar,
March 5, 1799. -~
Sir,

¥ enclose, for the information of the lords commxssxoners of
the admiralty, the copy of a letter [ yesterday received from
Don Roderigo de Souza Continbo, with my answer thereto ; F
shall in a few days send up to Rear-admiral Lord Nelson the
necessary instructions, for carrying the command of his Royal
Highness the Prince of the Brazils into execution.

Their lordships will be aware, that the retiring of the Portu~
gyese auxiliary squadron will make a great chasm in the defence
of the island of Sicily ; for Lord Nelson has not a greater num-
ber of British ships of war than are necessary to the blockades
of Alexandria and Malta, - Could he have given a few more to
the latter, the assault, in all probability, would have succeeded :
and as from the active spirit of the French, it may be reasonably
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expected that they'will attempt to throw troops across the
channel, between Calabria and- Sicily, I submit to their lord-
ships the urgent neccessity of a reinforcement in frigates and
sloops of war, for if they once get footing in the island it will
be lost.
. I am, Sir, &e.
Evan Nepean, Esq. ST. VINCENT.

Gibraltar, Feb. 18, 1799.
" MY DEAR NEPEAN,

‘I had a couversation with Major Godfrey yesterday on the
subject of your letter by him, and I have written to General
Stuart assuring him, that should he continue on the island of
Minorca, 1 will endeavour to remove every obstacle to his ease
and coinfort, and I referred him to the Major for the rest, hav-
ing fully explained to him the difficulty I should have in finding
an officer of sufficient rank to command the squadron, free from
prejudices, and qualified to be intrusted with the naval defence
of the island. Between you and I there is no such person here,
except Lord Keith, and the squadron is not of size for a viCe-
admiral, without putting Lord Nelson under his command, which
would revolt his feelings, and the squadron before Cadiz be de-
prived of the only man capable of commanding it. For I must

- continue to reside on this rock, or the operations of the detached

* squadrons will be cramped and in danger of starving, if I am

not in the way to supply their wants, and to decide with promp-
titude upon the various exigencies which must daily arise; both
Major Gifford aud myself are of opinion that the General
will embark as soon after the arrival of the William Pitt, cutter,
as he consistently can; and I. have no doubt the necessary ar-
rangements are made, and instructious drawn for the next in
command : he has written me several letters expressive of this
determination ;" the air of Mahon being very pernicious .to his

~gouty habit, and affecting his spirits dreadfully. I have, in con-

sequence of these letters directed Commodore Duckworth to
hold a frigate ready for his conveyance. - Sir.James St. Clair j ls
an honest man, and will adhere strictly to all General Stuart’

maxims. I am not a judge of his military talents and fitness
for so critical and important a- trust; where you will find a
better 1 know not: fur if a money-making man is sent, the
island will not long remain in our possession. Brigadier Stuart,
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Colonel Graham, and Colonel Paget, are very great characters;

there are some good field-officers, and a very martial spirit has -

been happily infused into the whole line, at which no man (since
the days of Wolfe) has such a knack as General Stuart. .
E. Nepean, Esq. ST. VINCENT.

Gibraltar, March 15, 1799.
My DEAR NEPEAN,
The weakness of * * * in the character of president of
a court-martial, exceeds that of * * * if possible; add to
this, that Joyce and other delegates are come out here as petty
officers in bombs and other vessels, as a reward for the distin-

guished share they had in the mutinies at home, and you will -

see that I almost stand alone to combat the infernal spirit which
still pervades his Majesty’s fleet, and 1 do not believe will ever
be completely eradicated. I conclude the prisoner under sen-
tence of death must be pardoned, although I caunot without the
most glaring, nay, almost criminal inconsistency, do that which
my disposition naturally inclines me to, in this case; for one
crimiual at least has been executed, whose offence was not of so
deep a die as this unfortunate man’s. Your maxim of distri-
buting the crews of ships tainted with sedition, is eertainly a
good one; but it ought not to have been extended to so great a
degree in the Blenheim, her people having proved themselves
the best and quietest in the service upon all occasions. The
Prince George’s, Culloden’s, Zealous's, and several others here,
are of the same description, and if you turn the whole company
of the former into the Temeraire, or any other ship just off the
stocks, or from a repair in dock, they would fit her for sea in ten
days. The stern of the Hector we apprehend was mJured when
the knee of her head was twisted by running foul of some ship,
for the hooding ends are perfect, and we cannot otherwise, ac-
" count for the leak; when similar accidents happen, the knee
should be taken oﬂ'and new bolted, not set straight and botched
as in this case. Yours truly,
E. Nepeau, Esq. ST.. VINCENT.
>

The distresses of Spain began now to be se-
verely felt; and, like other Europeén nations, she
tasted the bitter fruits of her union with France.

VOL. I1. 2 A
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The followmg singular apphcatlon was made, and,
we believe, in some manner complied with.

. - Gibraltar, March 10,.1799.

My Lorbp,

Mr. Ygea, the commissary who transacts the tobacco busi-
ness here on behalf of the King of Spain, and who is attached to
the Prince of Peace, has communicated to- me, by direction of
that minister, that the extreme distress the government of Spain
is in for specie, and the danger of longer delaying their public
payments is so alarming, that he is prompted to ask for an
English frigate, to bring remittances from the Spanish colonies
to Gibraltar, to be afterward conveyed into Spain; I felt it
proper to say, I was not invested with authority to countenance
such a measure; but that if his Serene Highness made a direct
application to me, I would convey it to the British ministry
under a seal of secrecy. It is evident that the court of Spain
is trembling under the menaces of France, and the Spanish army
is so ill paid, and the people so dissatisfied, with the oppression
they suffer, a revolutlon will be brought about whenever the
French are able to march an army into the country, in which
event Portugal must fall too ; for the French opinions have gained
great grounid there, among all ranks of people; and as (without
pretending to be a politician) I cannot conceive a greater injury
to Great Britain than these two countries falling under the sub-
]uﬂalmn of France, I shall keep this’ proposition open, until I
receive instructions upon a subject, much too weighty for me to
advance a step in without them.

) - I have the honour, &ec, ..
" Earl Spencer. , "~ ST.VINCENT.

~

Gibraltar, March 25, 1799.
"My Lorbp, S

The Penelope and Sandwich cutters shall be sent up to Lord
Nelson, who has already under his orders a very large proportion
of our frigates; so that with what are necessary for Mmorca, the
north-west coast of Spain and Portugal, I cannot give one to
the squadron before Cadiz. I am not surprised at the pressing
solicitations of the Marquis di- Circello, for no reliance whatever
czn be placed-on Neapolitan officers, seamen, or soldiers; and
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the island of Sicily can only be preserved by British ships and
troops.

The squadron assembled before Cadiz cofisists of sixteen sail
of the line ; Lord Keith is in Tetuan-bay with twelve, completely
victualled and watered. The Foudroyant will sail in the morn-
ing to join the line : the Hector, patched up in the best manner
our means could afford, will follow in a day or two; and the
Namur the moment she is caulked and vamped up. The De-
fence is the only ship without the Straits; but Lord Keith will
avail himself of the first spirt of easterly wind to resume his
station. Rear.admirals Dacres and Savage, with Captain Cuth-
bert, intend taking their passage to England in the Gorgon;
Captains G. Tyber, G. Hope, and W. Brown, having taken the
comnfand of their respective ships, and three such men are rare
to be found. Admiral Frederick is very ill, and I fear will not
last long. . 1 have the honour, &e. -

Earl Spencer. ST. VINCENT,

Gibralter, April 16, 1799,
MY DEAR NEPEAN, )

- The measure of relieving the post-admirals was wise as far as
it is gone. I sincerely hope the Parkers will be continued, be-
cause they are very good people; but you will have some
clamour on the score of partiality; and Admiral Peyton cer-
tainly considers himself, and with truth, a more eflicient ad-
miral than Sir Peter Parker, although not so tractable in other
respects. 1 heartily hope. Sir R. C. will not have a seditious
squadron, for he has nofortzter in re, although he abounds in
the suaviter. 1 never in my life saw a man who shrunk from the
audacity of United Irishmen like him, or who sacrifices discipline
to the popularity of the moment. Sir Charles Thompson was a
gallant man, but the most timid officer imaginable, as it related
to rocks, lands, shores, and responsibility. Sir Charles Grey
will feel Lutwidge a blessing, after the continual blistering he
got from old Peyton, who, to do him justice, made all the sea-
offigers within his vortex do their duty. I don’t like the aspect
of Ireland; should the French make a landing in force, which
they certainly may do, malgré the vigilance of your western
squadron, the whole people will be in motion, and deal destruc-
tion wherever they go: the business of thé union must have
been mismanaged, or I think it would have gone down; Jjudging

72A2
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at this distance, and with very little information except a tho-
rougb conviction of its necessity, I see no other means of pre-
serving it, and I consequently admire the energy with which the
object is pursned. Our friend appears very- wrong-headed in
the part he has taken upon the subject for some time past.

An unusually long westerly wind has deprived us of intelli-
gence from the Levant, and we are in total ignorance touching
Bonaparte, Trowbridge, Bull, and, finally, of Nelson and Gene-
ral Stuart. T flatter myself that the latter arrived at Messina
in time to save that important post, and I am sure every thing
that mortal can do, will be achieved by Trowbridge and Ball:
two good regunents of British infantry would have put the last
named in possession of Malta long ago.

Frederick has come on shore for the benefit of his health, and
appears {o me in a galloping consumptlon 'he wants to go to’

"Cintra for the summer, and spurns at the advice of his medical
assistants, who are of opinion he ought to go'to England.

You have given mo opinion, public or private, or rather an-
swer to ny interrogatory, whether I am to take my passage to
England in the Ville de Paris, or to go, ]tke a convict,as [
came out. I do not like to stir the question in a public letter,
unless_you feel yourself incompetent to give the answer as
matters now stand.

The Queen Charlotte will be better here than on home ser-
vice, for she has been the root of all the evil you have been dis-

‘ btuxbed with; yet it would have been better, if she and the
London had not served in the same squadron : not that I have
a doubt of keeping them both in order, especxally if Lord Keith-

-moves to the Charlotte. Your very sincere,

E. Nepean, Esq. ST. VINCENT.

Gibraltar, May 10, 1799.
My Lorbp,

I may say with my old friend, General Wolfe, that I have had
a choice of difficulties very much increased by the want of fri-
gates to obtain intelligence of the movements of the enemy;
so much so, that I am under the necessity of diverting the
Success from the service she was ordered on, having literally no
other resource, nor do I know when I may be able to part with:
her; unless another ship is sent from England to convoy the

" homeward- bound Oporto trade, much clamour will ensue.
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Your Lordship will be aware that the moment I quit this bay,
which I hope to do early in the morning, the ‘coast from the
Tagus to Gibraltar will have no protection, and this garrison be
exposed to great distress for want: of refreshments, until a
powerful reinforcement is sent out to recover the dominion of
this district under my command, which I must abandon in order
to effect a junction with the ships of the line stationed about
Minorca, before any-hostile aperation takes place against that
island ; the more to be apprehended,  as the Brest squadron is
six nights and five days before us. All I can say is, that every
means shall be used to preserve it, and to counteract the enter- -
prises of the enemy, wherever they may point. Having no
information to guide my steps, nor means to trace the course of
the Brest squadron, I must grope my way in the best manner I
can,

Your Lordship will perceive the difficulty of bringing the two
regiments from Lisbon to Gibraltar (which General Cuyler in-
forths me is now their destination) : I nevertheless leave orders
for the Haarlaem, Europa; and Pallas, to perform this service _
when they come down the Mediterranean, hourly expected.
The Calcutta and Ulysses being so necessary as store-ships, I
cannot do without them ; for although I hope to be able to with-
draw all the stores and provisions not necessary for the defence
and sustenance of the garrison from Pert Mahon, it is.a contin-
gency not solely to be relied on.

Lord Keith bas shewn great manhood and ability before Ca-
diz: his position having been very critical, exposed to a hard
gale of wind blowing directly on the shore, with an enemy of
superior force to windward of him, and twenty-two ships of the
line in the bay of Cadiz, ready to profit of any disaster which
might have befallen him.

I have the honour, V&c.

Earl Spencer, ST. VINCENT.

Le Souverain, Gibraltar,
o May 10, 1799.
My Loro,
His Majesty’s ship the Childers arrived, at day-light, on the
4th instant with the enclosed, and I did not lose a moment in
sending off advices of the contents to Rear-admirals Lord Nelson
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and Duckworth; and to Captain M‘ Dougal of the Edgar, in Te-
tuan-bay, with directions to him to apprize Captain Moore of
the. Vesuvius, lying in -Tangier-bay, of the approach of the
enemy'’s fleet, by express from Tetuan ; and I sent directions to
Vlce admiral Lord Keith, in the event of his having an action,
or a junction being formed with the Cadiz fleet without one, to
make tlie best of lns way hither; but the wind haying conti-
nued to blow strong from the S. W nothmg could get through
the Gut.

The Cameleon arrived on the 5th, having passed through the
French squadron eight or nine leagues W. of Cape Spartel, and
at five the same evening, twenty-six ships were observed passing
through the Strajts into the Mediterranean, nineteen of which, at
. least, appeared to be of the line: the weather was so hazy, with
heavy rain, their force could not be ascertained with precision.

I enclose an extract from the journal of Captain Stiles, by
which théir lordshxps will perceive, that the French squadron
eluded the vigilauce of Lord Keith, by the darknessof the atmo-
sphcre forthe enemy was very near the position his Lordship bad,
“ on receiving intelligence of his approach, determined to take, when,
Captain Stiles foundhimself in such jeopardy, that he was forced
to escape through a'channel pointed out by Mr. Matra, the consul-
general at Morocco, who happened to be at Gibraltar; -an ex-
press was sent to Tangier, vie Tetuan, and a duplicate by Mr.
Jackson, master of the Ville de Paris, from hence in an open
boat, with orders to Lord Keith to make the best of his way
hither; in the mean time, all the stores, wine, and provisions,
which could be spared, were directed to be shipped on board the
Calcutta and Ulysses, armed transports. Oa the 6th, the Came-
leon was despatched to Captain Ball, commanding the blockade of
Malta, andto Sic S vdney Smith at Alexandria, and the Andertrina,
"Portuguese corvette, to Lord Nelson at Palermo, with advices of
the enemy having entered.the Mediterranean. The Vesuvius
arrived in. the evening from Tangier: Captain Moore gave an
account of what he had observed touching the French fleet,
and was detached to Minorca, with advice aad instructions to
Rear-admiral Duckworth, to hold the ships of the line under his
command in constant readiness to join the squadxou the mo-
ment he received intelligence of its approach, and directious to
keep the victnallers and Serapis storeship ready to proceed to
such port as should be pomtcd out: replacing the stores in the
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Serapis, that, in case of -a surprise, the stores aiid provisions
should not fall into the hands of the enemy, which must be the
case if Fort St. Philip should be invested, the arsenal not being
within its protection. -

In the evening of the 7th, the Transfer arrived with the en-
closed reports from Lord Keith, which reflect great honour on
his Lordship’s mander of conducting his squadron ; and soon af-
ter the Success, Captain Peard, who had found it impracticable to
work out of the Straits, after landing an officer at Tangier, and
would have been driven into the Mediterranean, had he not
taken shelter in the bay. The night was very tempestuous, and
has continued more or less so ever sigce, which put the life of
Mr. Jackson and his boat’s crew to great hazard, and compelled
him to return, as it did two Gibraltar fishing-boats, which had
been engaged for the same purpose, and very much retarded the
embarcation of provisions and stores on board the Ulysses. It
being therefore impossible to have any communication with
Lord Keith through the Gut, and having been informed that
Commissioner Coffin (who had returned to this place from
Minorca) was appointed the commissioner of Halifax-yard, I
desired him to proceed through Spain to Lisbon, and from thence
to England in a packet dor which I requested him to apply to.
Mr. Walpole), with instructions to despatch a vessel to Lord
Keith from Faro, which he most zealously undertook to perform, -
and accordingly set off on the morning of the Sth, by means of
a passport obtained by General O’Hara from the Governor of
St. Roche.

The squadron arrived from before Cadiz this morning at nine
o'clock ; and the moment the most pressing wants of the ships
composing it are supplied, which I trust will be by the dawnu of
to-morrow, it .is my intention to proceed with the utmost de-
spatch, consistently with the preservation of the order of sailing
off Cape Mola, and endeavour to collect the ships of the line,
under the orders of Rear-admiral Duckworth, take a position
before the island of Minorca, and act afterward as events may
require. 'Whatever ships of war their lordships may jadge ne-
cepsary to despatch hither, in consequence of the whole naval
force of France and Spain being in these seas, should have all
the stores of every description that can be collected at the mo-
ment put on board them, and be victualled for six months;

* and an additional supply sent afterward in victuallers, &e¢.——
powerfully escorted to prevent their being intercepted ; for the

A
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* Spaniards will naturally keep a squadron cruising at the entrance
of the Straits for this purpose, the season being very favourable
for such an operation, and the coast of Andalusia provided with
abundance of vessels adapted to it. Their lordships may rest
assured that every nerve will be exerted to counteract the de-
signs of the enemy, in which I rely with the utmost degree of

. confidence, on all the officers, seamen, and wariners, of the fleet
1 have the honour to command, the presem disposition of which
1 enclose.

I am, Sir, &¢.

E. Nepean, Esq.- ST. VINCENT.

P.S, Lord Keith saw twenty-two sail of the line at anchor in
-Cadiz-bay, last evening at sunset. Not having any frigate with
me, I am constraihed to keep the Success. The homeward-
bound Oporto trade will consequently be without convoy,

g Port Mahon, June 16, 1799,
My LoRrp,

I am honoured with your Lordship’s letters of the 4th, 6th,
and 15th May, and feel sensibly the credit you are pleased to
give to my exertions, which are unhappily sapped to the very
foundation by such a rapid decline of health, as to bereave me
of all power both of body and mind; and perceiving that a
- longer continuance in the command would be injurious to his
’MaJestys service, and unJust to Lord Keith, I determined to
put him in immediate possession of it, in order to give full scope
, to his exertions, which I am sure will not disappoint the expec-

tation of his most sanguine friends. I gave Captain Grey a dor-
mant appointment of adjutant-general of the fleet, under which
he hasacted in a certain degree, so as not to give offence to the
senior captains ; and Captain Bathurst has continued in the com-
mand of the Ville de Paris, and will either bring her or the
Princess Royal down to Gibraltar, when the service permits to
convey me to England, should I recover. In the state I am,
Captain Grey is essentially necessary to my comfort, and I hGpe
your Lordship will approve of his accompanying me.

The Brest squadron had such a game to play at Malta and
Sicily, that I trembled for the fate of our shlps emploved there,
and for the latter island ; your Lordship made a better judg-*
ment by fixing their o_perations to the coast of Genoa.
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Than Rear-admiral Whitshead, no officer could have been
-more acceptable to me ; he fully merits the good opinion you
have formed of him: your Lordship’s recommeundation of Lieute-
nant Richards would have been smntly attended to had I con-
tinged in the command.

I suffer so much in writing, that I must close by requesting
your Lordship will excuse the incorrectness of this letter, and
assuring you of the respect with which, &c.

N

ST. VINCENT.
Earl Spencer,
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CHAP. XIII.

Honourable Captain Capel arrives in England with the account
of the battle of the Nile—Rejoicings, and rewards to Nelson
and his captains—Nelson sends the sword of the French ad-
miral to the Lord Mayor—Designs of the directory on Ireland
—Their squadron sails from Brest—DMet with by Sir John
Warren, and defeated off tlie Rosses—Capture of La Hoche

“and frigates—Single actions with other frigates—Drawn battle:

" between Mermaid and Loire—The latter taken by Ansonand
Kangaroo—List of the squadron captured by Sir John War-
ren and his cruisers—Capture of the Ambuscade by the Ba-~
‘yonunaise—Reflections on that action—Ambition of the direc-
tory—Extensive preparations for invasion—DBrest fleet sails—
Disturbed state of Ireland—Speech from the throne—Treaty
with Russia and England2-Between Russia and the Porte—
Great combination against France——Tyranny of the directory
—Violation of the law of nations in the invasion of Egypt—
Bonaparte’s letter to the Pacha—Fears of the Turks—On the
Emperor getting possession of Istria, Dalmatia, and Venice,
and of the Austrians becoming a naval power—Their alarm
turned towards the French, and Egypt—French fleet joins
that of Spain, and both get into Brest in safety— Arrival of
Earl 8t. Vincent at Spithead—Remarks—He is appointed

. to the Channel fleet—Capture of La Vestale, of Spanish

.galleons by British frigates—Immense treasure — Loss of
the Impregnable—Remarkable instances of recapture—Suc-
cesses of Sir John Warren and Sir Edward Pellew—TFury and
Harpy attack a French frigate, which is taken by the Loire—
Sir Charles Hamilton takes Goree—Descent in the Morbi-

~ han—Attacks on the enemy in the neighbourhood of Brest

by Sir John Warren.
6

~QOp the 2d of October, the Honourable Captain

Capel arrived in England with the duplicate de-
spatches from Admiral Nelson, conveying the in-
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telligence of the battle of the Nile; the news was .
received by the whole nation with the most rap:
turous expressions of joy: illuminations, salutes,
balls, and festivals, in honour of the victory, were
given in every part of the kingdoin ; @ subscrip-
tion was opened at Lloyd’s for the relief of the
wounded, and the widows and orphans of the
slain. The Rear-admiral was created Baron Nel-
son of the Nile, and of Burnham Thorp in the
county of Norfolk. The thanks of the houses of
parliament were voted to him, and “ his. gallant
band:” gold medals were presented to the captains;,
Hardy of the Mutine (the only sloop in company)
was made post into the Vanguard, and all the first
lieutenants of ships of the line (the Culloden ex-
cepted) were made commanders. A pension of
2000/. a year was settled on Nelson for three lives ;-
the Irish parliament also voted him 1000/. a-year;
the East India company presented him with -
10,000/. ; the city of .London a sword, valued at -
two hundred guineas, and a sword to each of his
captains; that to Sir Edward Berry was accom-
panied with the freedom of the city in a gold box.

The captains, in the Nile fleet, also presented
Nelson with a sword ; the hilt was of gold, and
made to represent a crocodile, on which was en-.
graven the names of the donors.—Captain Capel
whs the bearer of Admiral Blanquet’s sword, which,
by order of Nelson, he presented to the city of
London, with the following letter to the Lord
Mayor.
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Vanguard, mouth of the Nile,
: Aug. 8,1798, '
My Lorbp, ‘

Having the honour of being a freeman of the city of London,
I take the liberty of sending to your lordships the sword of the
cominanding French admiral (M, Blanquet), who survived after
the battle of the 1st, off the Nile; and to request that the city
of London will honour me with the acceptance of it, as a reniemn-
brance that Britannia still rules the wavesy which that she may

ever do, is the fervent prayer of your Lordship’s

Most obedient Servant,

" HORATIO NELSON.

It was' placed in the council-chamber with a
‘Suitable inscription, commemorative of the brilliant
victory by which it had been acciuired.

The directory, while their fleet and the elite of
their army were attempting to form a settlement’
on the banks of the Nile, were not 'unmindful that
‘we had a vulnerable part much nearer home. The
discontent of Ireland having been fomented in-
to actual rebellion, the executive government of

" France, after their recent misfortunes, still enter-
tained hopes of success by a timely application of
some thousands of troops, and a few entérprising
officers. A strong squadron sailed from Brest on
the 17th of September, and arrived off Lough
‘Swilly; but were intercepted by his Majesty’s-
ships under the command of Commodore Sir John
B. Warren, who, in the ‘menth of October, was
cruising off that port; he had with him the Ca-
nada and Robust of seventy-four, and Foudroyant
of eighty guns, Magnanime forty-four, the Melam-
pus thirty-eight, and the Doris thirty-six : the two.
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latter were sent to look out off Tory island and the-
Rosses. Inthe evening of the same day he was
joined by the Ameélia, Captain Herbert, who in-
formed him that he had parted with the Etha-
lion, Anson, and Sylph, and that these ships had
with great attention continued to watch the French
squadron from the time of their leaving Brest. On
the 11th of October the Anson and the Sylph fell
in with the Admiral, and at noon the enemy was
discovered on the north-west : their force consist-
ed ‘of one ship of. eighty guns, eight frigates, a
schooner, and a brig. The signal was immediately
made for a general chase, and to form in succes-
sion, as each arrived up with the enemy ; but this,
owing to the state of the weather, was not effected
till the 12th, when, at half past five in the morn-
ing, they were seen at a little distance to wind-
ward : the line of battle ship had lost her main-
topmast. The enemy, finding he could not avoid
fighting, formed in close order on the starboard
tack, and brought-to to engage; our ships were
led into action by the Robust, commanded by the
able and gallant Captain (now Admiral) Thorn-
borough. At twenty minutes past seven the fight
.began, the Rosses then bearing south-south-west,
distant five leagues. At eleven in the -forenoon,
after a defence of near four hours, the ship of the
Hne struck, and proved to be the Hoche of eighty
guns, now called the Donegal, and one of the most
beautiful ships in the British navy. The frigates
made all sail away, but were pursued, and in five

1
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hours three of them were taken. All these ships
were full of troops and stores necessary for their
military establishments in Ireland.

Another frigate was captured soon after by the
Melampus. Captain Moore’s letter is'a clear and
compact narrative, which puts us at once in pos-
session of the material facts.

Being close off St. John’s Point, on the south-
west coast of Ireland, on the 13th of October, at
midnight, he discovered two large frigates to wind-

" ward, and without a moment’s hesitation made all
sail in. chase, ‘though only a single ship; in one
hour, goingten knots, he closed with the nearest,
and being within hail, ordered her to bring-to, but
without effect; she endeavoured to escape, the
Melampus.opened a fire, which in twenty-five mi-
nutes .completely unrigged and forced her to sur-
render: she proved .to be La Resolué, mounted
“thirty-six guns, and had five hundred seamen and
'ti’oops on board : her consort, the Immortalité,
made several signals to the ship engaged, but never
offered any assistance. A heavy gale of wind im-
mediately succeeded the action, and prevented
the putting more than one licutenant and twenty-
one men on board their prize, which was however
brought safe into port, with ten killed and a great
‘number wounded; the Melampus had only one
man.wounded. The Immortalité was soon doomed
to add fresh laurels to the British navy; first by
her capture, and next by her services.

One week after she had basely left her consort
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to be captured by a single ship, she fell in with
the Fisgard, commanded by Captain Byam Mar-
tin: a close action commenced, and confimied for
one hour and twenty minutes, when the rigging of
the Fisgard was so much cut that she became un-
manageable, and the enemy was making off; but
such was the activity of the crew of the British fri-
gate, that she was soon in a state to renew the
chase, and again brought their enemy to action:
which continued one hour and fifty minutes longer,
when she surrendered. This ship had twenty-
eight twenty-four pounders on the main-deck,
with long nines and forty-two pound: carronades
on the quarter-deck and forecastle, and was one of
the largest frigates that had fallen into our hands.
She was commanded by Citizen Le Grand (who
was killed in the action), and had on board five
hundred and eighty men, including soldiers; with.
General M¢nage, second in command.of the in-
vading army, and the adjutant-general. These
officers, with eight others and forty-four men,
were killed ; sixty-one wounded. The Fisgard
had thirty-six killed and wounded. The sin-
gular fatality which attended the squadron of the
republic on this memorable occasion deserves our
particular notice, as it places, in-the strongest
point of view, the skill, bravery, and utility, of our.
rfaval forces. .

Considering the enormous disparity of force
between our old two-and-thirties, and the large
French frigates of eighteen and twenty-four poun-

A}
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ders, it is wonderful that, in no instance, the former
were ever captured by the latter,.when opposed
ship to ship. One of the most spirited and dar-
ing actions of all our sea-fights, is that which took.
plaée between the Mermaid of thirty-two guns,
twelve pounders, and the Loire thirty-eight guné,
eighteen pounders,
On the morning of the 15th of October, the
Mermaid, Revolutionaire, and Kangaroo brig of
“eighteen guns, on the north-west coast of Ireland,
fell in with two French frigates, which in the even-
ing separated. Captain Twysden,. in the Revo-
lutionaire, went after one, while Captains Newman
and. Brace, who were strongly attached to each
other from their youth, determined to remain to-
gether and pursue the other. The chase continued
during a squally and tempestuous night, and at
three the next day the Kangaroo came. up with
the enemy, and most gallantly engaged him, until
" ashot from the French ship took away his fore-
topmast. Captain Brace was now left astern,
- while the Mermaid pursued the flying Frenchman,
who at day-light the next morning brought-to, and
prepared for action. The Mermaid, despising his
superiority both in guns and men, ran alongside,
and at a quarter before seven began a close action,
which lasted till half past nine, when the Mexr-
‘maid had lost her mizen-mast and main-topmast;
had some very heavy shot in her sides, and was,
in’ofher respects, somuch damaged, as to be a
mere wreck; in consequence of which Captain
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Newman was compelled to relinquish his object,
and his opponent made sail off and escaped, but
soon fell in with another frigate, which made her
the triumph of the British flag. S

The Anson, Captain Durham, having lost her
mizen-mast, and received other considerable da-
mage in the action with the Hoche, had parted
from the squadron ; a gale of wind blowing at the
same time from the westward with a heavy sea:
in this situation, on the 18th, she saw a, large
ship to leeward, without her fore and main top-
masts. This was the frigate which escaped from
the Mermaid and Kangaroo. The Anson bore up
and brought her to action, in which she was gal-
lantly supported by the Kangaroo; Captain Brace
having repaired his damages was again ready, and
closed with his old antagonist. After a contest of
one hour and a quarter she surrendered, and
proved to be La Loire of thirty-eight guns, eigh-
teen pounders, six hundred and sixty-four men,
including soldiers (many of whom were artillery-
men), and the staff of the third regiment,-intended
for Ireland,.with clothing for three thousand
" troops, a brass ﬁeld-piece, one thousand stand of
arms, and many other warlike stores: she had
forty-eight men killed and seventy-five wounded
in the action. The French Captain acknowledged
that, though taken by the Anson, he was- beaten
by the Mermaid.

On the capture of La Hoche, the French frigates
separated ; Captain Countess in the Ethalion went

VOL. IL 2B
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- in pursuit of one of them, and, after a long chase,
came up with her: she made an obstinate resistance
“for one hour and thirty minutes, when she struck,’
and was found to be La Bellone of thirty-six guns,
‘twelve pounders she had besides her crew, three
hundred soldiers onboard. "The Ethalion had one
man killed and two wounded; thie enemy twenty
killed. In all theseactions, the proportion of killed
and wounded on board "his- Majesty’s ships was,
~ as usual, inconceivably small, compared to that of
the. enemy. Captain-Thornborough, of the Ro-
bust, greatly distinguished himself in the capture
‘of La Hoche. His first lieutenant, Mr. David
Colby, who lost his arm in the action, was made a
commander, and soon after promoted to the rank
of post-captain.

The squadron which salled from Brest on this
expedition consisted’ of the following ships: La
Hoche (now Donegal), eighty-four guns, taken.
Commodore Bompard; General Hardi, commander-
in-chief of the French army in Ireland, Monsieur
Simon, adjutant-general, were on board.

La Coquille, forty guns, five hundred and eigh-
ty men, taken; but burnt in Hamoaze shortly
" aftér.

L’Ambuscade, thn‘ty -six guns five hundred and
fifty-nine men, taken. .

- La Resolue, thirty-six guns, five hundred and
ten men, taken.

La Bellone, forty guns, ﬁve hundred and eighty
men, taken : .
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L'Immortalité, forty guns, five hundred and
eighty men, taken.

La Romaine, forty guns, escaped:

La Loire, forty-four guns; taken.

La Surveilante, thirty-six guns, escaped.

La Biche, eight guns, escaped. :

The Ambuscade of ‘thirty-two "guns, Captam
H. Jenkins, cruising in the Bay of- Biscay, fell in
with a large corvette of twenty-eight guns, and
having on beard a number of soldiers, besides her
complement. Captain Jenkins very properly made
all sail, and cameé up fast with her; the land was -
seen to leeward. Fearing she might -escape into_
a French port, lie ran close umier ‘her lee, and.
began to engage. -~Captain- Jenkins, severely
wounded early in the action, was taken off the
deck; the -first lieutenant and master were killed
soon after, all the officers shewing every proof of -
valour and good conduct to the last moment : the
second and third lieutenants, and fifty men, were
absent in'prizes. The command devolved on Mr.
Wm. B. Murray, the purser, who endeavoured, in
vain, to rally the people : he found the main-deck
entirely abandoned; a gun had burst, and killed
eleven men; the wheel was shot.awé.y,and the
quarter-deck cleared. In this situation the fore-
mast of the Bayonaise (the name of the enemy’s
ship) fell on board the Ambuscade; and the French-
men, finding such feeble resistance, ventured to
board, and carried her with little opposition. The
French were, with great reason, very proud of this

252
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victory, and made the most of it: an exaggerated
picture was displayed in the Louvre, and was
shewn in the Luxembourg in 1821. The size of the
British ship was as nmuch magnified beyond, as
that of her opponent was diminished below the
real fact: the sea, and the sides of both vessels
appeared deeply tinged with blood; and, but for
these circumstances, the painting had a merit, not
common in the representations of sea-fights.

The gallant but unfortunate Captain Jenkins was
honourably acquitted for the loss of his ship, but
did not survive many .years; his wounds were of
that serious nature: that he retired to Greenwich
Hospital, and never after went without crutches.

- We dismiss this subject with a few remarks.
The Ambuscade being a frigate, her captain
considered that he had only to run along-side

"of the enemy to insure his victory; and the
‘master suggested going. to leeward, to prevent
‘his getting in shore. This precaution was the
‘loss of the action: the Bayonaise, falling on
board the Ambuscade, gave the enemy that ad-
vantage which their numbers enabled them to turn
" to so good an account, and of which they most
gallantly availed themselves. The omission of
_stowing the hammocks on deck previous to going
~ into action, was severely punished by the execu-
tion of the enemy’s musketry. c
The winter of 1798 and 1799 was not .remark-
able for any important movement of the enemy ;.
all parties, both in France and England, excepting
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the executive directory and the French army, were
heartily tired of a war, to the termination of which
there appeared. no reasonable prospect. -

France, having found little difficulty in subduing
the-continental powers, despised them both in the
field and cabinet: by terror or bribery she was
generally able to keep them beyond her frontier,
if not to render them subservient to her.pur-
poses. England she found a more formidable ad-
versary ; her trade, her manufactures, her unani-
mity, and her valour, she at once envied, hated,
and feared. Defeated in her attempts-to gain a
passage to India by the isthmus of Suez, her ar-
mies still lingered on the burning sands of Egypt,
where the sword and famine dealt equal destruc-
tion: many, in despair, committed self-murder;
while others declared, in their last moments, they
wished not to return to the world.

Ireland, notwithstanding the defeats of the fleets
and armies sent to cherish rebellion, was still the
pillar of their hopes, and they determined upon
making another attempt to accomplish her separa-
tion, but on a far more extensive scale than any
hithertp conceived. They began by sapping -the
foundation of loyalty among the middling and
lower orders, an object in which their success was
but too great and alarming ; and while these arts
were in practice, the troops were preparing at '
Brest, when on the 24th of April their fleet sailed
to form a junction with that of Spain; after which
the united force was to return to the Channel, and
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cover the intended landing, when they were to
‘have been received by a band of organized rebels.
The vigilance of Mr. Pitt and the Marquis of Cam-
den, the lord-lieutenant, discovered, and in a great
measure counteracted these projects : many of the
‘conspirators were taken, tried, and executed. The
Sheares, Mc Nivens, O’Conners, O’Quigleys, and
others, either suffered on the scaffold or fled the
country: but such was the alarming state of
the “‘union;” as the association was called, that
its ramifications extended to every part of the
island ; and the number of concealed arms, con-
sisting of pikes, muskets, and pistols, amounted to
one hundred and twenty-nine thousand.*
 His Majesty, in his speech from the throne, on
the meeting of parliament in November, 1798, ad-
verted to the condition of the kingdom, the victory
of the Nile, the perfidy of France in her invasion of
Egypt, and the wisdom and magnanimity of the
Emperor of Russia and the Grand Seignior in op-
posing such violence and injustice. His MaJesty
observed, that the extent of our preparations, and
the zeal and fidelity, of the people, had deterred
the enemy from attempting an invasion of England;
and the spirit of rebellion had been curbed in.Ire-
land, by the vigour of the regular and fencible
regiments, and the loyalty and firmness of the yeo-
manry and volunteer forces. ¢
In December, the prov1810nal treaty between

* See report of secret commlttee of the house of commous,
July, 1798.
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Great Britain and Russia was signed at Peters-
burgh. The principal conditions were, that, should
the King of Prussia be induced (as it was hoped he
would) to join the confederation, that his Imperial
Majesty would send forty-five thousand men, in- -
fantry and cavalry, to his assistance. His Bri-
tannic Majesty, as usual, was to furnish the ne-
cessary pecuniary aid; a failure in any part of
which, was to leave the Emperor at liberty to
recall his forces. -The sum first paid was 'to be
225,000/. sterling, in three payments.of 75,000/
each, within seven months of their passing the
Russian frontier; and 75,000/ per month, as long
as they were employed in the good cause. It
was also agreed that-neither party should make
peace without the consent of the ther; and that,
in case of any unforeseen event compelling his -
Britannic Majesty to make a peace within the
twelvemonth, that he was to pay three months
advance of 75,000/. each month, towards the far-
ther expenses of this corps: the King of England
was to be answerable for the sum of 37,000/
per month, which was to be advanced by the
Emperor of Russia, and refunded by Great Bri-
tain, as a just debt, at the conclusion of a general
peace. -

At the same time that this treaty was concluded
between England and Russia, another ‘was signed
at Petersburgh between the latter power and the
Sublime Porte; the chief object of which was, the
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_reciprocal guarantee of each other’s possessions,
particularly those of" the Turks.in Egypt. This
grand combination was directed against the
French; in consequence of which, the year. 1799
was one of the most active and eventful for mili- -
tary campaigns and enterprise since the beginning
of the war. Holland, Italy, and the Rhine, were
the chief theatres; and the history of that year
presents adisgusting catalogue of human misery—
.the guilt and burden of which rest on the heads
of the execrable French directory.
These men, the mainspring of whose actions
“was avarice, had for its gratification involved their
unhappy country and the surrounding nations in
all the miseries of war, and for its prosecution
with becoming énergy had promulgated some de-
crees, which, in order to perpetuate their infamy,
are here repeated in substance.
~ The council of-elders, of the Cisalpine republic,
‘having refused to accede to a treaty of alliance
.and commerce with France, the directory ordered
a contribution to be raised among the inhabitants
to defray the expenses of the war in Italy, and that
twenty-one members of the council of elders of
that republic should be superseded and arrested!
. It next declared war against the Kings of Na-
ples and Sardinia, after having purposely provoked
those feeble monarchs to commit the very acts bz
~ which they incurred the ‘displeasure of the direc-
tory. They decreed that all foreign seamen found
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in the service of Great Britain or Russia should be
deprived of life : this last mandate remained a dead
letter, and they had only the disgrace of having
proclaimed a law, which, though wicked enough
to conceive, they had not the courage to execute.
“The letter of General Bonaparte to the Pacha of
Egypt, being a pretended explanation of the views
and motives of the directory for the invasion of
that country, in express violation of that sacred
code, the law of nations,.is deserving of atten-
tion; and we think cannot fail of proving to -
the most bigoted admirer of that extraordinary
man, that, though in many instances he may have
been misrepresented in his private character, yet,
upon the whole, he can never be exonerated from
the charges of bad faith, injustice, and tyranny.

On boerd L' Orient,
‘ 12 Messidor (June 30.)
To THE Pacna oF EGverT, o

The executive directory of the French republic have fre-
quently applied to the Sublime Porte to demand the punish-
ment of the beys in Egypt, who oppressed, with their exactions,
the merchants of France.

But the Sublime Porte declared, that the beys, an avaricious
and fickle race, refused to listen to the principles of justice, and
not only that the Porte did not authorize these insults, butwith-
drew their protection from the persons by whom they were-
committed.

The French republic has resolved to send a powerful army,
to put an end to the exactious of the beys of Egypt, in the same -
nfanner as it has been several times compelled, during the pre-
sent century, to take these measures against the beys of Tunis
and Algiers.—You, who ought to be the master of the beys, and
yet are kept at Cairo, without power or authority, you ought to
regard my arrival with pleasure. You are doubtless. already
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apprised, thatT come not to attempt any thing against the Alco-
ran or the Sultan. You know that the French nation is the
only ally which the Sultan has in Europe. Come, then, and
neet me, and curse, along with me, the impious race of the beys.

N (Signed) BONAPARTE.
. Austria having obtained Venice and the pr‘o-
“vinces of Istria and Dalmatia, the Turkish govern-
ment became alarmed lest the Emperor should
become a maritime power, by the possession of
the sea-ports of the Adriatic, the forests of ship-
~tiiber, and the command of the Venetian navy;
but with all these resources, the revolution of ages
will never create a navy on that coast. Wehave
heard it asserted,* indeed, that twelve sail of the -
line, with thirty frigates and corvettes, was the
naval force of Venice in the year 1794, but of their
existence there is every reason to doubt, and cer-
tainly they were never seen or heard of by the
Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. The
alarms of the Seraglio were quickly diverted to
~ another source, when the news of the invasion of
Egypt reached Constantinople. England and Rus-
sia, which, buta few months before were expected
to drive the Turks cut of Europe, now became her
best and only friends, énd the French were spoken
of in the Turkish manifestos in terms of abuse,
not usual among civilized nations, nor consistent
with the dignity of diplomatic form. Hence the
caresses bestowed on Nelson, and the active co-
operation of the Turkish fleets and armies with the

* Sce James’s Naval History, vol. 2, p. 72,
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British squadron'at Acre, under the command of
Sir Sydney Smith.-

The French fleet which, in Apnl 1799, escaped
out of Brest, instead of going to Ireland, steered
for Cape Finisterre, and entered the Straits; their
motions were not unobserved by Lord Bridport,
who apprised government of it. Lord St. Vincent,
at Gibraltar, saw them pass through, and with Lord
Keith, and seventeen sail of the line, went in
pursuit of them; but they eluded every search,
formed a junction with the Spanish fleet'at Car-
thagena, then with a strong Levanter came down
the Mediterranean, and entered Brest about six
hours before Lord Keith arrived off that port. His
Lordship having been joined by Sir Alan Gardner,
with sixteen sail of the line, returned .to Torbay,
where he found the Channel fleet; and the most
powerful assemblage of ships ever seen at one time
in Great Britain, was in August, 1799, collected at
that anchorage. It consisted of fifty-six sail of the
line, besides frigates and sloops: the whole well
manned and in a high state of order and disci-
pline., The combined fleets remained in Brest,
whence they did not dare to move ; the Spaniards
were extremely discontented, and a mutual jea-
lousy subsisted between them and their allies.
The French admiral, Bruix,-on sailing from Brest,
#ad intended joining the Spaniards at Ferrol and
Cadiz, and proceeding with them to Carthagena,
to complete the junction with the remainder of
the Spanish fleet ; but the Spanish squadron of five
sail of the line was seen coming out, and chased
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into Basque-roads, where it was ineffectually at-
‘tacked, and afterward blocked up by Rear-admi-
ral Pole. Equallydisappointed off Cadiz, he passed
through the Straits on the 9th of May, on his way
to Carthagena. -

The letters addressed by Lord St. Vincent to
Earl Spencer, Lord Nelson, and. Mr, Nepean,*
will best explain the situation of our forces and
the intentions of the enemy, those, dated the 10th
of May, particularly referring to the escape of the
- French fleet.

On the 18th of August, the Earl of St. Vincent
arrived at Spithead in the Argo, of forty-four guns,
commanded by Captain James Bowen. His Lord-
shfp’s health had long been declining, as appears
by his letters'to Mr. Nepean, and he resigned the
command of the Mediterranean fleet to Lord Keith,
having held it for three years and a half of the
most eventful and important period of the war.

During his command he had roused the dormant
energies of many, and, by his example as well as
precepts, retrieved the honour of the navy and the
country; in cases of unexampled perplexity and
danger, his courage and resources had not failed

_him, and with the scantiest means ke never made
a difficulty. 1t was, and still is, one of his maxims,
- that the words ‘¢ trouble” and ** cannot” should be
erased from our vocabulary; and, for the omission
of the latter, that ¢ try” should be put in twice.
" After a short repose at 'his favourite seat at Ro-
chetts, in Essex, he was in the spring of 1800
*See Chap. XII,
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appointed to command the Channel fleet, Lord
Bridport_having retired from that situacion.

Cn the 20th, Captain Charles Cunningham, in
the Clyde of thirty-eight guns, captured, after a
very severe action, La Vestale, a French frigate of
thirty-six guns, and two hundred and thirty-five
men. When this ship was first discovered, her
consort of equal force was with her, but they sepa-
rated on seeing the Clyde. The Vestale had ten
men killed and twenty-two wounded ; the Clyde
lost but two men, and had only three wounded.

On the 26th of Septeiber, Vice-admiral ‘Sir :
Roger Curtis sailed in the Lancaster, of sixty-foﬁr,
guns, for the Cape of Good Hope, taking under ‘his
convoy several East-India and store-ships:

On the 15th of October, the Ethalion, Alcmene,
Triton, and Naiad, under the command of Captains
‘W. Young, H. Digby, J. Gore, and W, Pierre-
point, captured, off Cape Finisterre, two Spanish
frigates; one was called the Thetis, of thjrty-six
guns, and two hundred and fifty-men, and had on
board one million, four hundred thousand dollars,
with acargo; the second was taken close in shore by
the three other frigates, and had an equal quantity
of treasure, with a valuable cargo of merchandise:
she was called La Santa Brigida, of thirty-six
guns, and three hundred men. A Spanish squa-
siron of four large ships came out of Vigo to retake
her, but the British squadron stood towards them,
and they ran back agains«nto port. The treasure
taken in these ships was all landed at Plymouth;
and loaded sixty-three artillery waggons.

A
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An account of the share-of prize-money each
class received for the Spanish frigates, exclusive
of the hull, stores, masts, rigging, &c.

£, s d
_Captains . . .. ...each ...40,730 18. 0
Lieutenants .. . . . . ditto . . . . 5,091 7 3
Warrant officers . . . ditto. . . . 2,468 10 9%
Midshipmen, &c. . . . .. . . . “ v . 791 17 - 0%
Seamen and Marines .. .~ . . . .. 182 4 9%

r

-Captain Twysden, of the Revolutionaire, took
the Bordelais, a large corvette ship of twenty-six

.guns and two hundred and twenty men ; and Cap-

tain Barlow, of the Phaebe, took the Grand Ter-.
-railleur; of sixteen guns and one hundred and
twenty men.

. On the 19th of October the Impregnable of
pinety-eight guns, commanded by Captain Jona-
than Faulkner, in coming up to Spithead, got on
shore on the Poles, near Chichester-harbour ;. she
struck with, such force, as’soon to have seven feet
water in the hold ; notwithstanding her masts were
instantly ¢ut away, the ship lightened, and every
possible assistanceé given, she was lost. The cause
of this accident was an over-anxiety to get into
Spithead before night. .

In the course of the war we have some very ex-
traordinary instances of recapture from the ene-
my, by a force so disproportionate, that we could
scarcely venture to insert them did they not rest
on undoubted authority, and prove the superior
spirit and courage of the English. :
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On the 6th of September, an ordnanee trans-
port, laden with stores, and of considerable value,
was taken in the Channel off Folkstone, by a
French privateer, which put on board seven
Frenchmen, and took out the captain and crew,
excepting two seamen, who in the night rose upon

“the Frenchmen; threw two overboard, who made
resistance, and having secured the other five,
brought the ship into Dover harbour.

The snow, Liberty, returning from the West
Indies in January, 1797, was captured in the Bay
of Biscay by a French privateer. The master and
crew were taken out, excepting the mate and one
boy, who were left with the prize-master and nine
Frenchmen: among the latter a quarrel ensued,
which rose to such a height, that the mate and
the boy proposed to four of the Frenchmen, who
were against the master and the other five, to take
the vessel from them : this they effected by knock-
ing down the prize-master with an axe, and secur-
ing his party below : after which the boy, whose
name was Oliver, and who spoke the French lan-
guage, told the traitorous Frenchmen that their
only chance of safety was in a British port, as they
would eertainly be put to death if they returned
to France. This argument appearing unanswer-
able, the vessel was conducted into Cork, and the
rpate and boy claimed a salvage, which being re- .
fused by the owners, was brought. before the court
of admiralty in 1800.

Sir William Scott reviewed the whole case with
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his usual perspicuity, and was clearly of opinion
that the applicants deserved the highest reward
which the law could allow; he therefore adjudged
the recaptors one-sixth of the ship and cargo, to-
gether with reasonable costs.

On the morning of the 23d of November, the
Marquis of Granby, of Sunderland, S. Unwin,
master, was captured in crossing the Kentish
Knock by a French lugger privateer. The master
and two men were put into the Frenchman’s boat
to be conveyed on board the privateer, which was
giving chase to another vessel, and by carrying a
'press of sail, in a short time left the boat nearly
five miles a-stern; this circumstance induced Mr.
Unwin to conceive it practicable to retake his own
vessel, and wresting a sword out of the hands of
the officer in the boat, he compelled the French
sailors to row him back to the Marquis of Granby,
which he gallantly boarded, and soon cleared the
deck of the Frenchmen, who precipitately plunged
into the sea, and were picked up by their country-
men in the boat. Mr. Unwin proceeded -on his
voyage, but what became of the French sailors and
the boat was not known. The committee of the
navigation policy company, in which the vessel
was insured, as a reward for Mr. Unwin’s bravery
and merit, presented him with a piece of plate,
with a suitable inscription. e

Sir John Warren and Sir Edward Pellew, hav-
ing detached squadrons under the orders of Earl
St. Vincent, in the Channel, kept the coast of
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France and Spain in a continual state of alarm.
Sir Edward attacked the forts on the peninsula of
Quiberon, silenced and destroyed them, and brought
away many small vessels: thence he proceeded to
the Morbihan, on the east side of the bay, where
they destroyed a corvette of sixteen guns; two
gun-vessels, two brigs, and fwo sloops, were
brought away, with one hundred prisoners, many
small vessels were burnt, and the magazine blown
up. Sir John Warren, off the Penmarks, drove on
shore, captured, and destroyed, a convoy of mer-
chantmen, laden with provisions for the fleet' in
Brést, and captured three sail of armed vessels
-which escorted them. His next attempt was not
so successful, not from want of the usual good ma-
nagement and gallantry of his followers, but be-
cause the enemy, aware of his design, escaped up
the river of Quimper; the execution of the plan
-was intrusted to Captain T. B, Martin,. of the
Fisgard, who had orders to cut out a frigate of
twenty-eight guns, -and some smaller armed ves-
sels and merchantmen, from that river. The ma-
rines from the ships, with a proper number of sea-
men, landed on each side, while the boats pro-
eeeded, but they soon found that their enemy had
got beyond their reach ; the parties on shore, how-
ever, took the batteries, blew up the magazine,
dastroyed the guns, and returned on board with-
out the loss of a man.

Captain Joshua Sydney Horton in the Fairy,and
Captain Henry Bazely in the Harpy,sloops of war,

VOL. II. 2c¢
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in the month of February, attacked a large French
- frigate on the coast of France, and engaged her for
nearly two hours, when she hauled off, and the Bri-
tish sloops, as soon as they were again in condition;
went in pursuit of her; fortunately they fell in with
a squadron under Captain Newman, in La Loire of
forty guns, who joined in the chase,-and on'the-
following morning the enemy took refuge under a
battery among the seven islands, where Captain
Newman very soon compelled her to 'surrender.
She was called' La Pallas, of forty-two guns and
three hundred and fifty men; Captains Horton and
Bazely, as a mark of approbation for their gal-
lantry, were promoted to the rank of post-cap-
tains.

‘The incidents on the coast of Afiica bemg few,
are classed under the head of Channel-service.

The island of Goree was taken in 1800 by Cap-
tain Sir Charles Hamilton, in the Melpomene: it
surrendered on the 5th of April, without resist-
ance, and -Sir Charles appointed Mr. Tidy, his first
lieutenant, to be the governor, giving him the rank
of commander: the fort and garrison heing con-
sidered and rated as a sloop of war.

Sir John Warren was off Noirmoutier, where
‘the ennemy had collected a convoy of victuallers,
destined for thé supply of thé fléet at Brest. It
consisted of a ship of twenty and a lugger of twelve
guns, two sloops of six guns each, and one cutter
of six guns, with fifteen sail of merchant vessels ;
the whole “of which. were boarded under a heavy
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fire from the batteries, and as the tide would not
admit of their being brought out, they were all
burnt. This service was performed under the di-
rection of Captain T. B. Martin of the Fisgard, as-
sisted by Lieutenant Burke, who had the boats bf
the Renown, Defence, and Fisgard; under his
orders, with a detachment of marines from each.

The immense superiority of force brought against

our brave fellows, after their boats were high and
dry a-ground, occasioned some loss ;. though they

dragged a vessel large enough to contain.their .

party over a sand two miles in length, until they
were up to their necks in water, before she floated,
Ninety-two officers, seamen, and ‘marines, were
taken prisoners, some of them wounded. Lieute-

nant Burke, of the Renown, was among the latter,

and made prisoner:-he was afterward promoted,
and drowned, with all his crew, in the Seagull
brig. '

2c¢c 2
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CHAP. XIV.

* Captdin Lawford takes Swedish frigate and convoy—Judgment
. -of 8ir William 8cott—Observations on the armed neutrality
_aud the Baltic trade—Reasons why Russia caunot become a
naval power—Statement of shipping which passed-the Sound
‘i1 ‘ome year—Aittack on the sluices of Slykens, and capture
of Sir Eyre Coote and ;his army—Captain King in the Syrius
. takes two Dutch frigates—Unfortunate decision of a British
captain, and consequent suicidé—Reflections and maxim of
Nelson—Claims of sloeps of war to share in the capture—
Judgment — Gallant .eonduct of Captains Winthorp and
M'Kenzie—Great armament and attack on the Helder—Cap-
ture of the Dutch fleet—Russian auxiliaries-—Farther suc-
-eesses, -and disasters’ in Holland—Landing of the Duke of
¥ork—Severe battles—Suspension of arms—Evacuation of
. Holland. by the allied forces —Ruin of Holland—List of Dutch
ships taken, and of British forces—Observations—Official
t.papess-—Thanks: of parlizment—Rewardito Admiral Mitchetl
-—Que of the Dutch frigates upset at the Nore, in 1801—
Cause—Anecdote of a British sailor saving a Dutchman—
Jealousy between Russia and England—Madame Chevalier
sent to take advantage of it to St. Petersburg—Revival of
northern confederacy—Right of search disputed—Rigorous
detention of neutrals by British cruisers—Difficulty of enemy
procuring colonial produce—Anecdote of the Shark—A flair
of the Nemesis and Freya—Lord ‘Whitworth sent to adjust
the dispute between England and Denmark—Temporary ar-
rangement—Affair of the Haufernan Danish frigate at Gib-
raltar—Observation of Sir William Scott supported by Puf-
fendorf——Caplain Inman and squadron attack French ships
in Dunkirk-roads—Capture of La Desirée, and gallaut con-
duct of Captain Patrick Campbell of the Dart.
G
I~ the month of January an affair took place be-
tween some British cruisers and a Swedish frigate

with her convoy, which though on our side en-
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tirely conformable to the law of nations, served: to
embitter those irritated feelings so leng cherished
against us by the northern pewers.

Captain John Lawford in- the Romney of fifty
guns, and Captain Henry Raper in the Champien
of twenty-four guns, stationed between the' North -
Foreland and the Flemish banks, fell in with: a, frd-
gate having a great number of ships and. vessels
under her charge. Captain Lawford; desired them
to heave to, and immediately sent-an officer on
board to. inquire of what the cargoes, of the mer-
chant vessels consisted, and whither they were
bound. The answer returned was that they were
Swedes, laden with pitch, tar, iron, and hemp,
bound-to various ports .in the Mediterrangan.
Captain, Lawford feeling all the responsibility of
his situation, still keeping the convoy in view,. in-,
stantly sent an officer to the admiralty for in-
structions. Hereturned with directions to detain
the merchant vessels, and carry them into. the
nearest English port; these orders Captain Law-
ford communicated by Captain. Raper in respect--
ful terms to the Swedish captain, who, having
prepared for action, shewed his instructions to. re-
pel force by force, should any aftempt he made to,
obstruct the passage of his convoy, and declared
that he should. defend it to the last. The, Brmsh
epmmodore was equally prepared, and, durmg
the night, got possession of most of the vessels:
in; the morning the Swede sent an armed boat, to
one of his convoy that had been boarded,. and
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‘taking out by force the British officer left in
charge .of her, detained him ; after which he sent
‘an officer to remonstrate with Captain Lawford
for having, under cover “of the night, boarded
and got possession of his convoy, which he said
‘was unobserved by him, or he should have re-
sisted; upon farther ‘conference, ‘however, and
being convinced that he was incapable of effec-
tually opposing the force of the British vessecls, he
consented to go with -his convoy into Margate-
roads, and released the British officer; but on his
arrival there he repented of his conduct, and re-
gretted that he had not exchanged a few broad-
sides with the Romney "

“In the following year, Sir Williani Scott gave his.
Judgment on this important case; he severely
commented on the hostile array and threatening
language used by the Swede, -and after one of the
most luminous and learned discourses'ever pro-
noynced on such an occasion, he finally con-
demned the hulls and cargoes of all the merchant
vessels, but dn’ected the restoration of the private
‘ventures of the mqsters The property condemned;
taken at a rough valuation, was estimated at
600,0001. sterling. ~The whole of the judgment is
given at length in Schombérg, vol. 3, p. 264, and
is well worthy the attention of the haval and mer-
cantile reader. Itis remarl_(able that, in summm’g;
@p the merits of the case, the learned judge was
chiefly guided in his decision by the writings of
the celebrated Swedish author Puffendorf.
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This attempt to force the passage of the narrow
seas, and convoy articles contraband of war. into
the ports of our enemies, was no doubt intended
to try the effects of the code which had been com-
posed by the northern confederacy; in which -
among other propositions it had affected to declare
what articles should be considered contraband of
war: among them, pitch, tar, iron, hemp,. and
masts, are not enumerated: had the ministers of
George the Third quietly acceded to this decree,
the naval power of Great Britain must have sunk
under the fatal compromise.

The armed neutrality of 1780 was the work of
the King of Sweden, and the effects.of his intrigues
and misrepresentations at the court of Russia, to
protect his own trade by means of that power;
but Russia cannot haye trade, or even be a naval’
power, so long as her people are in bondage, and
her merchants or ship-owners forced to give secus.
rity to the lords in 600 roubles for every peasant
they take out of the country as a seaman : besides
which, the Russians have generally an unconquer-
able aversion to the sea. Russia ever did and
ever will keep- Sweden in awe: there is a mutual
hatred between them; and a minister*, of the for-
mer nation has said, in modern times, ¢ The court
of Russia should endeavoui to break an arrange-
ment too advantageous to Sweden, whom we must.
never see flourish.” The same mlmster has de-

* The nanie of this minister is, for obvious reasons, eon-
cealed, The Author obtained this information from the letters”
of the Earl of St, Vincent.

A Y
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‘clared, that he loved England, being convinced
that she was the real friend of his country.

Upon™ an average of the trade between Great
Britain and Russia, from the year 1786 to 1799
inclusive, it would .appear that the balance is
‘against us: it must be observed, however, that
‘six of the last years in which we were at war with
France (the demand for the produce of Russian
hemp, masts, pitch, tar, and tallow, were necess
sarily ‘increased), the following is the average im+ -
portation into Great Britain
from Russia . . . . . . £1,870,336 0 O

Average exports from Great
Britainto Russia.- . . . . 534,325 0 O

Averagebalanceagainst Great
Britairi is above 83 to 1 in fa- _
‘vour of Russia . . . . . . 1,336,011 0 -0

_Statement of shipping that passed the Sound in the f’o]loWing
yhars, distinguishing the ships of each country.

o

! —

!

1793 1794l1795 179617971798 1799:1800.
British ships - « 34’78‘3457’2544{4455 24053313 2599‘ 3139
Danish. - « - - |1508,1657]1620/2505/2017/1825(1521 1487
Swedish + + « . [2295'24752336 2157!2389 2120016741941

| 547 415 9461773

167 .
86! 67 "'24! 232 172} 147 97| 159
75 85 33 40| 47| 44]. 5| 31}
176/ 176, 61 93| 139 96| - 66| 80
-34/- 46 ' . :
88| 105 61] 70| 57| 39 54 60
384) 308 41} 10/ 2 : b

Russian: « o
Dautziggers
Papenbergers
. |[Hamburgers
. |Bremeners .
Imperial '« «-
Lubeckers «
Couslanders

2]03 16211420, 176

. .
e o s .6 ¢ o 8 9 & o+ o o s o

Oldenbergen 34" 26| 87| 120| 1071 55 33| 39!
American . 90/ 141| 139, 169| 81} 120| 152| 59
Portugunese 9 32| 11 14} 13 120 2| 6

_{Spanish, . ~
Russian™ . «
Dutch - - -

- 8 14 7 25
<1334 6 7 13 18] 13
. | 8871014 3
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Russia did not exactly participate in the feel-
ings of Sweden on the occasion just related of the
convoy in the North Seas : Paul the First, a weak
prince, of a petulant and ungovernable temper;
kept upon terms with England more from the pre-
dominance of a party in his court than from any
partiality to the nation, or acquiescence in the
acts of the British government. The nobles of
Russia having vast landed property, Britain was
their best customer for the produce of their estates.
Memel and Riga supplied us with hemp and tal-
low, masts and hides; and, as we had the power
of excluding all other purchasers from the market,
they knew that a war with us would destroy their
commerce : for a short time, therefore, they were
enabled to keep the Emperor within the bounds
of moderation and sound policy ; he even:joined
his land and sea forces to ours, and, for the con- '
sideration of an enormous sum of money, conr
sented that his soldiers and sailors should share
in the glory and danger of an invasion of Holland.

Successful on the ocean, and in all insular at-
tacks, Great Britain was seldom’ equally fortunate
when she planned a descent on'the continent. Our
ministry rarely obtained correct information as to
the state of the interior of the enemy’s country:
the ignorance of thé British cabinet upon these
#mportant points is now admitted. Of the northern
departments of France, Mr. Pitt's knowledge was
chiefly acquired from. English adventurers, who
were permitted by the French government to see
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and to report just as much as would serve its own
purpose: thus, by the art of the directory, minis-
ters were completely deceived, and the nation,
as usual, disappointed. This was particularly ex-
emplified in the affair of the sluice of Slykens.
A notorious smuggler had, upon promise of par-
don, and the remittance of certain penalties, to
which be had rendered himself obnoxious, engaged
to give such intelligence as would enable us to
strike a great blow at the inland commerce and
navigation of France and Belgium; between the
Scheldt and Ostend. Mr. Pitt placed the most
perfect reliance on the veracity of this man, who,
_ there is but too much reason to helieve, was at
once in the secret service and pay of more than
~one employer; and the executive directory was,
| through his agency, fully informed of all our in-
tended operations : on hjs suggestions, however,
* a deseent was planned upon the coast of Flan-
ders, and the command -of the forces intrusted to
‘Major-general Sir_Eyre Coote. The troops con-
sisted of two companies of light infantry of the
Coldstream-guards, two of the third guards, the
eleventh regiment of foot, twenty-third and forty-
ninth flank companies (making in all, about two
thousand men), and six pieces of field artillery.
They were conducted over by a squadron of small
frigates, sloops of war, bomb-vessels, cutters, ang,
gun-boats, under the command of Captain Home,
Popham, who, it was believed, equally deceived,
with the minister, was the principal projector of
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the enterprise. That great political chimera, the*
invasion so long threatened by France and dreaded.
by England, haunted the sleeping and waking'
thoughts of some of the greatest people of our
country: gun-boats, horse-boats, and small trans-
ports, were continually passing from the Meuse and
the Scheldt, through the canal to Ostend, whence
they watched a convenient opportunity, and,
gliding along the shore to Calais, reached Bou-
logne, the general rendezvous of all vessels in-
tended for this desperate effort of Gallic enmity. .
~ The object of the expedition, under the command
of Sir Eyre Coote, and the direction of Captain
Popham, was to obstruct this inland -communi-
cation between France, Belgium, and Holland, by
destroying the sluices at Slykens, not far from
Ostend ; and it will be seen, that to this much-
greater importance was attached than it really de-
served. Admitting that the enterprise had entirely
succeeded, the same means of intercourse along
the coast still remained from the Helder Point to
Ostend, as between this latter place and Boulogne,
which the utmost vigilance of our cruisers had -
rarely been able to interrupt; if, on the other
hand, France had attached the same importance
‘to this inland navigation, which was given to it by
the secret advisers of the minister, it is not likely
that the port would have been left unguarded by
a government so remarkable for its military and
political sagacity. :

- The forces destined for this.service were assem-~
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bled at Margate, whence ‘they sailed on the Mth

of May; and on the -19th, arrived on the coast
which -was- to be the scene of their operations..

- As the little fleet anchored near Ostend it came

on to blow from the westward, making the coast.

a lee shore: Captain Popham and the General
were deliberating on the expediency of putting to
sea, until a more favourable opportunity should
present itself; when, about this time, a vessel
having been taken out from under the batteries,

was brought to the Commodore, the master and

_crew -reported that numbers of gun-boats were
preparing to come from Holland,” and that the
enemy had very few troops in the neighbouring

towns of Bruges and Ghent: as might have been,

expected, both these reports turned out to be false,
and it is most probable, that the vessel was pur-
posely thrown in the way in order to deceive our
commanders by fabricated stories: whatever may

have been their intention, the Major-general gave

eredit to them, and, though the surf was running
very high, propesed an immediate landing, which
was effected under a feeble fire from the batteries
of Ostend ; this was returned by our sloops of war
and gun-brigs, and the town .was said to have been

set on fire by the shells thrown from the Heclaand

Tartarus bombs.

As afeint to cover their real intentions, the plage -

was summoned to smrender, and the.commanding
officer of the garrison returned apromptand laconi¢
refusal. By five o’clock in the morning the greater
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part of the troops were on shore, with combustibles
adapted for their work. The batteries, in the mean
time, kept up a fire upon the covering ships, and
did them some damage ; but, the surf increasing,
part of the troops could not land. About ten
o’clock, the preparations being complete, the train
was fired, and a great -explosion announced the
partial destruction of the sluices. The enemy now
began to assemble in considerable numbers .on the
neighbouring sand-hills. The object of the expe-
dition being so far effected, the General turned
towards the sea with the intention of embarking
his troops; but the surf had increased so as to
render it impossible. In this situation the soldiers
lay on their arms the whole night eof the 19th; -
and, at-day-light, an the 20th, the British General
found himself surrounded on three sides by a cor-
don of the enemy’s troops, while the sea in‘his rear
presented an insurmountable barrier to hisretreat.
Under these eircumstances he made -the best de-
fence in his power: he had not brought arfillery
on shore with him, and the navy, anxious spec-
tators of his distress, could afford no assistance.

Having maintained his post for two hours, and re-

pulsed a vigorous -attack, in which himself and-
many of his officers were wounded, and about one

hundred and fifty of his men killed, he was in-

dqiced, from motives of humanity, to lay.down his-
arms, and surrender the little army prisoners of
-war. The number taken, including Captain M‘Kel-

ler of the navy and some seamen, was-about four-
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teen hundred, officers and men : the "advantage
gained over the enemy was the destruction of two
- or three gates of a navigable canal, producing no
other é_ﬂ'éct than the interruption, for a few days,
-of the transport of coals and provisions from one
part of Flanders to the other. We cannot there-
fore but lament that so many brave men, and the
honour of the country, were thus incautiously ex-
- posed, for an object so contemptible. Lieutenant:
colonel Haly of the eleventh foot was killed, and
many other gallant officers severely wounded.
The loss on board the ships of war was trifling.
Captain Popham beheld from the deck of his vessel
the fatal result of the enterprise, and returned to
convey the intelligence-to the admiralty.

In the month of October Captain Richard King,
in _the Syrius of thlrty six guns, while cruising in
the North Seas, fell in with two Dutch frigates,
which had got out of the Texel unperceived by the
blockading squadron. On being chased by the
Syrius they separated ; Captain King pursued, and
took the one nearest to him, which happehed to
be the smallest, and having secured her with as
little de}ay as possible, went in chase of the other,
which he brought to action at seven o’clock in the
.evening, and compelled to surrender. They prov-
ed to be the Waaksamheid (Vigilant) of twenty-
four guns, and the Furie of thirty-six; they were
manned with Dutch seamen and- French soldiers,
and had on board six thousand stand of arms, with
other warlike stores, bound to Ireland. The man-
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ner in which these two ships behaved before the
enemy, is an additional proof that the Dutch con-
sidered they had no longer a country to fight for, -
and were resolved not to serve the French repub-
lic, when the alternative was only death or an Eng-
lish prison. ' o

A British sloop of war was no very distant spec-
tator of the capture of the Waaksamheid : the Cap-
tain was urged in vain by his officers to run down
and join in the combat; he had unfortunately
adopted a notion that all three of the frigates were
enemies, and the engagement between them a
mere deception, with a view to decoy him within
gun-shot; his private signal had been answered by
the Syrius, but in this he placed -no confidence,
and the fatal self-delusion continued until the ac-
tion was decided. Convinced at length of his error,
he sunkinto a deep melancholy; the Comman-
der-in-chief, with whom he had served and dis-
tinguished himself in the memorable 11th of Oc-
tober, refused to see him, and a few weeks after
he died by his own hand at an inn-at Harwich.

A captain is not bound to follow the advice of
his officers, but should cautiously weigh the united
opinions of men who, on such occasions, are al- .
ways on the side of national honour; and in all
cases of doubt, let the advice of Nelson prevail—
‘6Fight.” | )

On the capture of these two frigates, a ques-
tion of law arose of a nature particularly affecting
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the paval service.* -The- Scorpxon the I‘alry, and
the Kite, sloops of war, in addition to the one be-
" forementioned, were in sight with a convoy at the_
:time the chase began. The senior. officer of the
convoy ordered the Scorpion to reconnoitre the
strange ships, and soon after recalled her on a
supposition that they were friends.. The sloops;
though sailing in'a contrary direction, and absent
during the action, claimed to share, from the sub-
sequent knowledge of the capture, under the plea
~of constructive assistance, alleging ‘that, by their -
jpresence, they had induced the Dutch ships. to
separate, and the presumption that it was the duty
of Captain King to have made the signal for an
enemy : it was admitted, that the Scorpion (the
nearest of the three sloops to the Dutch ships) did
not know whether they were enemies or friends.
. ’_l‘he-counsel for the claimants contended ‘that they
~awere prevented from contributing their assistance
by the neglect of Captain King in not calling them
to him; and, on the other hand, it was more
forcibly, and with strict propriety maintained, that
+the sloops had an .imperative duty to perform,
* namely, that of guarding their convoy, which, by
. «ontinuing the chase, they must have left unpro-
‘tected, thereby violating their duty, and subject-
ing the captains to the forfeiture of their prize-
money to Greenwich Hospital. . ¢

* Robinson’s Reports, vol. 3, p. 1,
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With respect to sharing for the Waaksdmbheid,
the judge decreed, that tlie claimants must prove
that it was the duty of Captain King; a¢eording to
the practice of the navy, to have made the signal
for an enemy ; they were also to prove, that inti-
midation was produced by their appearance, and.
that the capture was made within such a distarice -
as would not have removed themi from the fair
limits of their convoy duty. The capture of the
Waaksamheid was effected at nigie in the morning,
that of the Fury at seven in the evening, when no
other ship was in sight; and the claini: of the sloops
for the latter was consequently rejected: On this
question we think the practice of the. service
completely justified Captain King; who, had he
called the sloops to his assistarice, would have ex-
" posed his own character to the imputation of timi-
dity, and have incutred a heavy responsibility by
withdrawing the protection from the trade, and
leaving them exposed to the numerous privateers
which at that time infested the North Seas.

In the night of the 27th of June, the boats of
the small squadron, cruising under the orders of
Captain Winthorp, in the Circe, off the coast of
Holland, very gallantly cut out from the Wadde
twelve merchantmen; some with valuable eargoes,
without a man being either killed or wound- -
ed; although much anneyed by the fire from
the enemy’s batteries and gun-boats. On the
10th of July, the boats of the same ships, with -
equal resolution and bravery, cut out three _more

VOL. Il 2o ‘
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valuable vessels from. the same place, and - burnt:
another laden with -ordnance-stores. - The squa<
dron consisted of the following ships:— + . ¢«
‘ e T

Iy

Skips. . .Guns. Commanders,
Circe - - « « . 298 Capt. R. Winthorp
< Jalouse « ¢ .. o .- 18 Temple *

- Pylades »- + .« . . 14 ———— Adam Mackenzie
L’Espiegle - - . . 14 Boorder | | \
And two cutters. ' '

Cag

. On the 11th of. August, Captain Mackenzie, of
the Pylades,; and Captain Boorder, of the Es-
‘piegle, with the Courter cutter, Lieutenant Searle,
were ordered by Captain Sotheron of the Latona
frigate, who comimanded a small squadron om the
coast of Holland, to attack some enemy’s vessels
between: the island of Schiermonikoog and the
main land of Holland ; which service.they per-
formed: with . much skill and courage, bringing’
off the Crash (formerly a gun-brig in his Majesty’s
service) ; .the Dutch officer, who commanded -her,
made ‘a most gallant resistance: she mounted
twelve carronades, thirty-two twenty-four iand
eighteen” pounders, with sixty men.. ‘The Pyla-
des had. one man killed and ‘two wounded; ¥
On the following day, Captain Mackenzie, hav-
ing manned the Crash, and appointed Lieutenant
‘Slade, of the Latona, to' command her, proceeded
to the attack of the enemy’s remaining:: fore¢;
which had taken shelter near a battery and armed
* schoorier, from under the: guns -of which he had
previously cut out a large-schoot: this vessel
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he;named.the;Undanhted, fitted her. with two
twelve-pound carronades, and-gave the command
of her to Lieuténant Humphries, of.the.Juno..
The depth of water not being sufficient for the
sloops of war to get within shot of the enemy’s
battery and vessels, Captain Mackenzie directed
* the small craft, consisting of the Crash, Undaunted,
‘the Latona and the Pylades’ launches, each with
a twelve-pound carronade, together with the other
boats of this little squadron, to proceed to the at-
tack. The enemy, at first, kept-up a brisk fire,
but it was returned so warmly, and with such ef-
fect, that-they soon abandoned the batteries, and
the crew of the schooner got on shore, first setting
her on fire. In the mean:time, Lieutenant Cowen,
of the Pylades, landed, splked the guns on the
battery, and brought off two brass field-pieces.-
The schooner was destroyed, and arow-boat .and -
twelve schoots taken. This service. was performs
ed without a man being killed .or wounded. .It
was supposed the loss of the enemy must have
been considerable. Captain Mackenzie was:ad-
vanced to the rank of post-captain for his’ gallzmtry ,
and able conduct. T

The British cabinet having been induced to. sup-
_pose that the public mind in Holland ‘had under-
gone a favourable . change-towardsits legitimate
government, determined to take advantage of these
sentiments, -and prepared to carry their plans into
execution early in the summer of 1799..

On this occasion the, government acted, with

2p2
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more than. usual eaution, keeping its designs a
profound secret until the magnitude of the prepa-
rations rendered secrecy unavailing. The troops’
for the expedition rendezvoused at Southampton
and its neighbourhood ; the command. of them was_
given to his Royal Highness the Duke of York;
with General Sir Ralph Abercrombie as his se-
cond ; the army amounted to about twenty-sevet
thousand men: a large fleet of ships of war, both
British and Russian, with a number of transports,
were placed under the command of Lord Duncan:
The principal embarkations took place at-Yar-
mouth, Margate, Ramsgate, and Deal; and the
Dutch discovered that it was against them that
this formidable force was to be employed. Be-
_ tween Great Britdin and Russia a treaty was en-
teréd into, wherein it was stipulated, that the Em-
* peror should furnish seventeen thousand five hun-
dred ‘and ninety-three men for the ‘expedition- to
Holland, with six ships of the line, five frigates;
and twe transports; the ships, being armed en
Sflute, were to take on board as many troops as
they could conveniently stow, and the remainder -
were to be embarked in vessels paid for by the
British government: in the meanwhile a strict
embargo was laid on, and enfor¢ed throughout the
kingdom. For the use only of the ships supplied
* by Russia, we were to pay 19,6424, 10s: per moniti,
and to subsist the men at our: own cost; . and,
should the vessels be prevented returning lowe,
during the winter, they were :to' be :received into
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British ports, completely repaired, and preper ac-
commodations pravided for the officers and crews,

For the use of the land-forces we were to pay
88,000/ ; one half when the troops were ready .
to embark at Revel, and the remainder three
months afterward, besides a subsidy of 44,000/, -
per month, to be computed from the day thetroops
were r.eady,' to proceed on service; the officers
were to be indemnified for the expenses of their
equipment, and should they be prevented from
returning to their own country, to.receive the same
advantage and accommodation provided for the
navy.

The Russian army was commanded by Lieute-
nant-general Count D'Herman.

The first division of the troops, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-general Sir Ralph Abercrom-
bie, sailed from Yarmouth-roads on the 12th of
August, escorted by a squadron of ships of war,
under the command of Vice-admiral Mitchell.
This fleet consisted of two hundred sail; and
on the following day were joined by Lord Dun-
can, whose flag was hoisted on board the Kent of
seventy-four guns: it was not till the 20th that
the armament reached the coast of Holland, hay-
ing been much retarded by adverse winds and bad
weather. On the 21st, Captain Winthorp of the
mavy, and Lieutenant-colonel Maitland, were sent
with a-flag of truce to the Dutch admiral, Storey,
who commanded the fleetin theTexel,and te Colonel
Guilguin, who commanded the post of the Helder,

“»
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summoningbo.th to surrenderto the British arms, in
favour of the Prince of Orange, whose proclamatiomn;
addressed to the Dutch people, was transmitted at
the same time to the constituted authorities. Both
‘the summons and the proclamation were treated
with contempt by the executive government; while
the Dutch were quiet, and perhaps indifferent
spectators, having long ceased. from exercising
their own judgment on any political .event. .Ad-
miral Storey, whom we have seen in the battle of
.Camperdown, returned the answer usually sent
“on'such occasions—¢ that he knew his duty, and
would not surrender to double the force brought
against him.” Every preparation was made for the
troops to land ; but this could not be carried-into
effect before three o'clock in the morning of the
27th, when they gained the Helder Point, which
_commands the entrance for ships of war into the
anchorage of the Texel and Zuyder Zee. Our men
experienced but little opposi.tioh to their landing;
but soon afterward, the enemy-formed in line,
and commenced an attack, which ended in their
total defeat, and retiring upon Kleten. . This for-
‘tunate affair gave our troops entire possession of
.the neck of land between the Helder and Alkmaa¥;
-in -consequence of which, General Daendels, who
commanded the Batavian' army, sent orders -to
the officer at the fort -of the Helder. to evacuate
that post,-and join him : the place was immediately
‘occupied by the British troops, and the naval ar-
senal, with seven sail of ships.of war, lying in the
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Niew Diep, fell into our hands. . Our loss in. the
action amounted to about four hundred in killed,
wounded, and missing. : '
The surrender of the Helder gave us also the
command of the Texel ; and Vice-admiral Mitchell
moved. on to attack the Dutch fleet 1ying at that
anchorage, near the Vlieter. The Ratzivan, Rus-
- sian ship of the line, and the America and Latona,
British ships, took the ground, and could not be-
got off for a considerable-time. The Admiral,
‘bowever, continued his course until $0 near-the
JDutch Admiral -as to send a _peremptory sum-
mons, . desiring him instantly. to hoist the flag of
the Prince of Orange, when he would be received
with his fleet, and treated in a ffiendly".mam@g,
otherwise he must abide by the consequences..
This message was-conveyed by Captain Renne,
“of the Victor 'sloop of war, who, in his way, met
with the Dutch captains coming to Admiral Mit«
chell, charged with messages nearly amounting to
terms .of capitulation: these officers earnestly re-
quested the British Admiral to anchor his fleet a.
short distance from that of the enemy : -which the -
-Admiral consented to do, .on condition that the
Dutch commander should not alter the position of
.his ships, and that he would submit in one. hour
Inless than the given time, the two captains again
seturned with a verbal message that they had sub-
mitted ; shortly after, a very ill-written letter,
from Admiral Storey, officially communicated the
fact. In this document he says, that the * {raj-.
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tos,” whom he commarnded, had refused to fight
otherwise no force or threats could have: induced
him to surrender—he therefore delivered over the
fleet, and claimed from the British Admiral protec-

1ion for himself, his officers, and the few brave
 men who: had remained faithful to him; and de-
claring them all prisoners of war.

Possession was immediately taken of the Dutch
fleet, not as prizes, but as having returned to their
allegiance ; they hoisted the Orange colaurs, and a
British officer was put on board of each ship with
a certain number of men, to preserve order and
regularity ; by this decisive:blow, the greater part
of the Dutch navy, with the ships that escaped
" from the battle of Camperdown, fell into the power

of Britain, and the humiliation and ruin.of the

Dutch were complete : their country, under the
mask of friendship, everrun and plundered by
"Franceg; their navy, their commerce, and their co-
lonies, taken or destroyed by England.

.. The naval part of the expedition being thus
successfully: terminated by the capture of the fleet
-and its arrival in England, we shall now follow the
steps of the Anglo-Russian ‘army,' where we must:
he prepared- to see a sad reverse of fortune.

_ General Ahércrombie advanced . with sixteen
thousand men; and took up a position behind the.
Zype, a low and narrow neck of land, about eight,
miles in breadth, connecting the hook of Holland
with: the main land to -the southward: hereithe
British General intrenched himself, and received’
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the attack of the united French and Batavian
armjes (estimated at twenty-five thousand men),
under the command of Generals Vandamme, Du~
mongeau, -and Daendels. The action began at
day-break in the morning of the 10th of Septem-
ber; the enemy was defeated with the loss of one
thousand men, that of the British being compara--
tively trivial.

In the mean while, the horht British ships were
employed in clearing the creeks and inlets of all the
enemy’s small craft,  gun-boats, and other vessels
capable of annoyance ; and Captains Winthorp in
the Circe, Bolton in the Arrow, and Portlock in
the Woolverine, succeeded in capturing many of
them: one was a vessel of twenty-four guns, the
others smaller; their total number of guns amount:
ed to sixty-eight, and their men to three hundred
and eighty. The dispersion of this force was
therefore of consequence; and shewed sklll and”’
bravery in the officers employed. :

On the 13th of September, his Royal Highness
the Duke of York having landed at the Helder,
took the command of the army; and on the 15th,
at the head of the combined British and Russian
forces, amounting to thirty-five thousand men, at-
tacked the enemy’s lines: the action lasted from
day-light till the evening, when the British army
retired with very severe loss to its former pqsition'
on the Zype, and the enemy remained in the same
situation they had occupied before the battle.: The
British loss in killed, wounded, and missing, was

b
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little short ‘of one thousand men, and that of the
Russians amounted to one thousand five hundred:

-On‘'the 2d of October, his Royal Highness again
attacked’ the enemy’s lines : the action began at
six in the morning, and ended with the day, leav-
ing the combined British and Russian armies
masters of the field. General Brune was forced
to retire, and the city of Alkmaar was entered on
the following day by the victors, who continued
to approach the enem y’s posts, and advanced upon
Hadrlem. - - Another still more.bloody ‘affair took
place on tlie 6th, when the Duke of York attacked
the €nemy, who had received very large reinforee-
ments: - their line was in front of Ackersloot, which
our troops soon carried, and advanced as far as
. Kastricum, ‘where the French and Batavian army
‘made a stand, and the affair became. general.
"Such was the resistance shewn by the French,
that whatever their loss might have been they kept
their position, while ours was so great as-to en-
fechle the army, and, even if we had the victory,
to make.our position untenable. © The lateness
of the season, the impossibility of procuring suffi-
cient supplies, and the bad state of the roads,
rendering the advance of heavy carriages imprac-
ticable, placed the :Commander-in-chief and’ the
‘combined’ army in serious difficulty, while -the
enemy, if they retreated, fell back on their re-
sources;:leaving a wasted country to our faniished
4rdops.. .These considerations induced his Royal
Highness: to call'a councH of war, in which-it was
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decided, that the allied forces :should fall back. to
the Zype, and await farther orders from England’;
in the mean time, a suspension of arms was agreed’
on, and finally, the evacuation of Holland by the
armies of England and Russia. The Dutch de-
manded, first; the restoration of their fleet and fif-
teen thousand prisoners of ‘war, but this was ab-
solutely refused ; and, for the second, they were
contented with eight thousand and Admiral De
Winter. Vice-admiral Mitchell withdrew his:squa-
dron from the Zuyder Zee ; the evacuation of Hol-

land was completed by the 19th of November :

the fleet returned to Yarmouth-roads, and- the

grmies retired into winter-quarters. Thus ended’
this memorable expedition, which, though-not -en-

tirely successful, answered many useful purposes. .
The Dutch, it is true, weresnot-quite prepared

for the emancipation which Britain intended. ‘Had

our force been greater, it is probable that more of.
the natives would have joined us: the armies:of
France had at that time full -employment on the
Rhine, and the invasion of Holland was a well-
timed and powerful diversion; the naval part ‘of
the operations succeeded as well as could be-de-
sired : that, of the army failed from causes which
could neither be foreseen nor prevented and, the
Frerich began to suspect that British soldiers were
more to be dreaded in the field than any troops

which they had yet encountered. Here they were

‘outnumbered, but the time was approachmcr when

they were to meet upon more equal terms.
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As a maritime power Holland was now erased
from the list of our enemiies: from her territory
France continued to dérive recruits for her armies 3
and the sailors of England were occasionally en-
riched by the capture of some of her valuable
East Indiamen, under the friendly covermg of a
Prussian, a Danish, or a Swedish flag.

- The following is a list of the Dutch.fleet which
surrendered to Vice-admiral Mitchell, whose flag
was. on board the Isis, of fifty guns, commédnded
by.Captain Qughtog.

Ships taken in the Niew Diep.

i ‘Shiﬁs. Guns. Ships. Guns.
Broderschap « . . 54 Helden - . . . . 32
Veswagtig . » -« 64 Venus. ’ 32
Expedition . .+ 4 Dalkk, . .« ... 24
Constitutie '« « . . 44  Hector -» '

.
.
.
.
.

.

s e e 28
Belle Antoinette . - ® 44- . :

~* " Ships taken in the Mars Dicp.

' Sfups Guns, . Ships. ) Guns,
"Washington,(Adm. Storey) 74 Ambuscade . . . 32

Gueldersland . . ." , 68 Minerva : » . .. 24
Dée Ruyter « . » . 68 Alarm. « + + ., 24
Cerberis - v+ 'V . . 68 Tollock .+ . « . 24
Leydem. » v « . < 68 Galathea - . . . 16
Beschermer . = 54 Withabout thirteen sail
Balaua ,{ « + « « 54 of Indiamen and transs, ;
Amphitrife .-« 44  ports. '

Mars‘ wra e e e . 44
-The squadron - the Vice-admiral had under his
- erders. consisted-of the following ships : "

‘4 >8kips. - ' Guns. Commanders,
Glatton s .. % < .« 54  Capt. Charles Cobb
Romney . + =« » <« 50 John Lawford

»
.
»
-

.
3
-
.
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Ships, Guns. Commanders:
Veteran . +» - + « 64 Capt, A. C. Dickson
Ardent .« -+ - .+ . 64 T. Bertie ‘ '
Belliqueux - =+ - . 64 —— R. Bulteél
Moumouth «~ « -+ » 64 ——- G Halt
Overyssell. - « « « 64 ——J, Bazely
Misslisoff (a Russian) - 66

Melpomene, Shannon, Juno, Latona, and Lutine, fuvates

By comparing the above lists, it -will appear

that in point of strength the Dutch fleet was su-

perior to that opposed to them, and-if we take -
into consideration the advantages of their own

ports, their batteries, intricate navwatmn, and -
local knowledge, we shall -perceive the hearts
of the people were no longer with the French;

which alone can account for their tame surrender
to an inferior force: in fact, every day of the mo-
dérn history of this once brave and free people
proves, that the spirit of the sixteenth century
was annihilated, that they were no longer a nation,
and that they had no more than the honour of
adorning the triumph, and being chained to the
car, of the first Consul of France, who, about vt'his
time, seized the government of that country, 'an(flr
was rapidly advancing to be the master of the
European continent. The seamen of Holland, un-
fit from their habits of life to be employed on
shore, were left to starve on board their ships:

their pay was nommal and their.provisions scaiity :

it is therefore a matter of astonishment that they
had not earlier adopted thie only mode by whicli
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they ¢ould hope‘to obtain relief either for them:
selves or their oppressed country. oo
* After the final surrender of the Dutch fleet, the
Vice-admital addressed the following general mé-
moiandum to'the officers and crews of the cap-
tured ships, which at once explains the views and'
. motives of the British government i in undertaking
the expedition.

_ - ¢ The undersigned Vlce admiral, in the service
of his MaJesty the King of Great Britain, charged
with the execution of the naval part of the expe-
dltlon to restore the Stadtholder, and theé old law-
ful government of the seven united provinces of
Holland, guaranteed byhis Majesty, having agreed
‘'that, in consequence of the summons to Rear-ad-
miral Storey, the ships, after hoisting the-ancient
colours, will be considered as in the service of the
allies and the Brltlsh government, and under the
orders of the Hered1tary Stadtholder, Captaln, ‘and
Admiral- -general of the seven united provinces, has
thought it proper to give an account of this agree-
ment to the brave crews of the different ships, and

© to summon them by the same to behave in a

peaceable and orderly manner, and to warn them-

of pumshment in case of noncomphance ; '

.

i . (Signed) " ANDREW MIICHELL.”

‘A part only*of .the- great plins of the Briti¥
ministry was carried into effect, and the chief tro-
phy .obtained. was the submission of the . fleet.
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Medenblic and Enkhuysen.received the: colours,:
and acknowledged the authority of the: Prince. of .
Orzange; but this success went no farther: the
premature advance. of the Russians upon .‘the,;VI,l-f
lages of Walmenhuysen and Schorlldam, where.
they got beaten in detail before, the British army
could eome to their relief, was fatal to the caﬁse, »
of the allies ; and it was artfully hinted to the Rus-
sians by the French, that they were betrayed by
the English. This suspicion ‘seems to have ob-
tained some credit among- them,. and that cordi-
ality, se indispensable to conjoint operations, ap- -
pears to have been interrupted, and was, perhaps,
one of the causes which induced the Duke of York
to give up all thoughts of farther offensive 3 mea—
sures in Holland. The Frerich government beoran
to consider the invasion very serious, ‘and were’
pouring in troops from all parts of France: but’
the period for the liberation of Holland was not
yet arrived, and Europe was still destined to feel
all the miseries that could be inflicted by mlhtfu‘y
despotism. . :
“The officers arid men employed on this serviee
merited and received the thanks of both houses of
parliament, and Admiral Mitchell was honouledt
with the order of the Bath. The Nassau, of smty-
four guns, with the * Blanche and Espion frigates,
were wrecked on the Duteh coast during the ex-
pedition; and we may reasonab]y estimate ;the.

* Tor the loss of the Blamhe, Cdptam John AyscouOh was
tried and honourably acquitted.
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loss of the allies at little less than six thousand
.men. We took from the Dutch twenty-four sail
of ships, ten of which.were of the line; the re-
mainder of their navy, said to amount to fifteen
sail of the line, was never of sufficient importance
to attract our attention. The Dutch ships which
surrenderéd to Admiral Mitchell hoisted the Orange
flag, and were stationed in different British ports,
. victualled -and paid by England: they were not
expected to perform much service, but were merely
kept in passive neutrality: In order to give the
reader an-idea of the seamanship of the officers,
and the efficiericy of these ships, we shall mention
a fact to which the Author was a witness. The
Ambuscade, of thirty-two guns, had just received
a very expensive repair in the dock-yard at Sheer-
ness, and was ordered thence to the Nore: in
comlng out of the harbour, it blew nearly a gale
of Wmd, instead of having a sail. suitable to the
~ weather, they set their topgallant-sails. The ship;
when clear.of the garrison-point, would not steef, -
and in 